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Eastie continues to change
Community event examines school closure, 
community displacement, and gentrification

Special to the Times-Free Press

Boston University’s Ini-
tiative on Cities is hosting a 
community event to present 
and discuss recent research 
which examines the history of 
East Boston’s Dante Alighieri 

elementary school and how 
changes in schools are con-
nected to gentrification in the 
neighborhood. 

The study traces the Dante 
Alighieri’s closure in 2011 – 

PHOTO COURTESY DANIELLE MULLIGAN

The Dante Alighieri elementary school.

See CHANGES Page 2

 East Boston’s Juan Sepulveda seems as if he is levitated as he fights for a ball along the sideline during the 
September 11 match against Chelsea.  See Pages 12 and 13 for more photos.
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due to Boston Public School 
budget cuts – to its reopening 
in 2014 as a public Montessori 
school. The project explores 
how these changes unfolded 
alongside significant public 
and private investment, and an 
acceleration of gentrification in 
East Boston. 

The research asks: What did 
the Dante Alighieri mean to 
the community? What was lost 
when it closed? Who has ben-
efited from its reopening? And 
how do changes in schools re-
flect larger changes happening 
across East Boston? Project 
findings draw on interviews 
with former students, parents, 
educators, and community and 
educational leaders, as well 
as school enrollment and de-
mographic data. The work is 
also informed by the lived ex-
perience of one research team 
member, a lifelong East Bos-
ton resident, who attended the 
school until its closure in 2011. 

The event will offer an op-
portunity for East Boston com-
munity members to learn more 
about the research conducted 
and discuss the implications of 
the project findings, as well as 
reflect on questions of equity, 
access, belonging, and the fu-
ture of East Boston. 

This is a community-wide 
event, all are welcome.You 
do not need to have attended, 

worked at, or been directly con-
nected to the Dante Alighieri 
elementary school to attend. 

Event Information: 
The Dante Alighieri Then 

and Now: School, Community, 
and Change in East Boston.

Date: Saturday, September 
19th 

Location: Zumix, 260 
Sumner Street, East Boston, 
MA 02128

Time: 10:30-12:30pm
RSVP: Advance registration 

is requested.
The event will include a brief 

research presentation, interac-

tive activities, and an opportu-
nity for community members to 
share memories of the school. 
Attendees affiliated with the 
Alighieri are encouraged to 
bring photographs, yearbooks, 
and other school memorabil-
ia. All are welcome (affiliated 
with the Dante Alighieri school 
not required)! 

Free lunch, childcare, and 
English/Spanish interpretation 
will be provided

For further information, 
please contact Danielle Mul-
ligan (dtmull@bu.edu) or Na-
talie Smith (natsmith@bu.edu).
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Your opinions, please
The East Boston Times-Free Press welcomes 

letters to the editor. Our address is 385 Broadway, 
Revere, MA 02151. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to 
editor@eastietimes.com.

Letters must be signed.  We reserve the right to edit 
for length and content.

Changes //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PLEASE 
RECYCLE

DATA CENTERS: WE HAVE MET
THE ENEMY AND THEY ARE US
The massive build-out of data centers recently has aroused the 

wrath of the American public across the political spectrum. How-
ever, this backlash has highlighted a sharp disconnect in modern 
society:  On the one hand, we expect technology to provide us 
with an on-demand, 21st-century digital lifestyle, but on the oth-
er, we eschew the infrastructure required to provide us with the 
means to implement our way of life.

The enormous scale of the newest data centers is difficult to 
comprehend. The largest data center for Meta (Facebook) in Or-
egon presently comprises 4.6 million square feet across 11 con-
nected buildings.

But that is nothing compared to Meta’s new center in Louisiana 
that will cover 3,650 acres (about six square miles), a footprint 
that is almost four times the size of New York City’s Central Park.

The environmental impact of data centers is significant: They 
require huge amounts of water for cooling; most have their own 
generators that rely either on their own natural gas turbines or 
the electric grid (often with diesel generators for back-up) that 
contribute to air pollution; and the industrial cooling systems and 
rooftop fans create a constant level of noise.

However, using Meta as an example, hundreds of millions of 
Americans use Meta’s platforms -- Facebook, Instagram, Mes-
senger, and WhatsApp -- not merely daily, but on a constant basis, 
24/7.

Americans also rely on the other companies with huge data 
centers, most notably  Amazon for our shopping and Alphabet 
(which owns Google and YouTube) for our information and en-
tertainment.

To be sure, the trillion-dollar tech firms building these data cen-
ters must be required to do more to reduce their impact on local 
communities and the environment. 

But in the end, we have to admit a basic truth: Data centers 
exist because of our insatiable need and desire to click...click.. 
click...
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East Boston Branch Library News

The East Boston Times-Free Press 
reserves the right to edit letters 
for space, accuracy and clarity. 

We regret that we cannot publish 
unsigned letters. Please include 

your street and telephone number 
with your submission. The East 

Boston Times-Free Press publishes 
columns, viewpoints and letters to 
the editor as a forum for readers 
to express their opinions and to 
encourage debate. Please note 

that the opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The East 
Boston Times-Free Press. Text or 

attachments emailed to 
editor@eastietimes.com are 

preferred. 

News in Brief
Library Happenings:
Baby Lapsit, Mondays:  

11:15 AM and Tuesdays at  
10:30 AM

Join us for bounces, rhymes, 
stories, songs, and activities. 
We will have the same program 
on Monday and Tuesday. We 
ask that you choose one time to 
attend. For ages 0-24 months.

All Ages Storytime:  
Wednesdays at 10:30 am

This weekly story time fea-
tures books, songs, movement, 
and a craft. Groups please call 
ahead.

Bike Repair Workshop with 
Boston Bikes: Tuesday, Sept. 
15th from 3:30-5:30 pm

Join us for a hands-on bike 
repair workshop led by Bos-
ton Bikes. We do all basic bike 
repair including: patching flat 
tires, aligning brakes, and ad-
justing gears and shifters.

Animal Rescue League of 
Boston:  Thursday, September 
17th at 4 pm

Learn all about the work of 
the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston. The Animal Rescue 
League of Boston works hard 
to help animals who need a safe 
place to stay. Through fun pro-

grams like adoption, pet train-
ing, and community activities, 
they help animals stay healthy, 
happy, and loved.

Boston Teachers Union: 
Homework Help: Thursdays 
from 4-6 pm starting on Sept. 
24th

Visit the library and receive 
homework assistance from a 
Boston Public Schools teach-
er. This is a drop-in program; 
no registration is required to 
attend.

Celebrate National Hispanic 
Heritage Month with La Piñata: 
Tuesday, Sept. 29th at 4 pm

Celebrate National Hispanic 
Heritage Month with La Pina-
ta. Rosalba Solis will engage 
children ages 6-11 years old 
in fun and easy traditional Me-
so-American/Aztec music & 
dance, utilizing authentic per-
cussion and wind instruments. 
Rosalba will instruct partici-
pants in basic movement and 
music skills including Aztec 
dance steps for participants to 
learn & plan with!

Career Counseling Drop-in 
Hours: Thursdays, 12-2:30 pm

During drop-in hours, the 
BPL career counselor can an-

swer job questions, connect 
you to services and make a fol-
low-up plan

ESOL Conversation Group:  
Thursdays from 7-8 pm

Practice speaking English 
with other adult learners in an 
informal and friendly group 
setting. The group is led every 
Thursday by a volunteer teach-
er and will take place in-per-
son. This is a drop-in program. 
No registration is required.

Spellers Screening and 
Q&A: Saturday, Sept. 26th, 
10:30 am

SPELLERS tells the story 
of eight nonspeakers who all 
found their voice through the 
miraculous process of using 
a letterboard to communicate 
their thoughts and feelings. 
After the screening, local res-
ident and Speller certified 
practitioner, Ryan Curella will 
answer questions about the 
Speller technique.

East Boston Branch Library
365 Bremen St., 
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-0271, 
eastboston@bpl.org

Spinelli’s Catering
282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128

617.567.1992
www.spinellis.com

Catering

With more than 30 years of experience in Catering, Spinelli’s brings 
our delicious, home-made cuisine and experienced staff to you.

Drop Off or Full Service

Weddings 
Showers

Cocktail Receptions
Birthday Parties

Graduations
Christenings 

Corporate/Social Events
Specialty Cakes

PINELLI’S 

 
 

Taste The Difference With      

Invite Us To Your Next Event

Spinelli’s Catering

VIVA MEXICO EVENT
Viva Mexico Event Satur-

day, September 19 / Evento 
Viva México – Sábado 19 de 
septiembre de 2026

Please join Veronica Robles 
Cultural  Center (VROCC) on 
102 Border Street, East Bos-
ton, Sept. 19 from 1 to 8 p.m. 
for this free event to celebrate 
Mexican culture and pride 
with musical and dance per-
formances, specialty food and 
beverages for purchase, tradi-
tional art and community out-
reach. Donations and/or spon-
sorships are always welcome. 

vrocc.org 
-------------------

Evento Viva México – Sába-
do 19 de septiembre de 2026

Únase al Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center (VROCC) 
para este evento gratuito en 
celebración de la cultura y el 
orgullo mexicano, con present-
aciones musicales y de danza, 
comida y bebidas especiales 
disponibles para la compra, 
arte tradicional y actividades 
de participación comunitaria. 
Las donaciones y/o patrocinios 
son siempre bienvenidos.

Sábado, 19 de septiembre de 
2026

1:00 a 8:00 pm
102 Border Street, East Bos-

ton
vrocc.org

For Sale

SOLID Wood French Pprovincial Dining Room Set 
LIKE BRAND NEW 

Looking for $500 - Mint Condition
Call Susan at 617285-0873
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Catherine & RobertOrlando

Your local partner for every stage of homeownership Purchase Loans | Mortgage Refinancing | HELOCs | Commercial Loans
Low Down Payment Loans | Construction Loans | Investment Property Loans

  Call us at 617 482-4787   Call us at 617 482-4787 
or visit us to get started today! or visit us to get started today! 100 Swift Street, East Boston • 25 Dorchester Avenue, Boston • firstprioritycu.com

Financing Made Easier

NMLS  

#780109

Residential, Commercial,  

Home Equity, Fixed and 

Adjustable Rate Mortgages

Call 800-949-7628 for all your mortgage needs

ALL YOUR DEPOSITS ARE 100% INSURED!   www.firstprioritycu.com
100 Swift Street • 40 William Kelly Sq, East Boston • 617 482-4787 • 25 Dorchester Ave, Boston(inside USPS Building)
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MARY ELLEN WELCH GREENWAY

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Greenway buzzed with 
activity all summer, offering 
something for everyone. The 
Friends of the Mary Ellen Welch 
Greenway organized many 
events, including the “Wednes-
day Night” entertainment series 
featuring concerts and films. 
Other highlights included a 
Bocce tournament, Saturday 
morning coffee and cartoons, 
Sports Day, the Pup Cup Social, 
and Poetry in the Park.

“We are so proud of what we 
created on the Greenway this 
summer. Our lineup featured 
celebrated poets, renowned 
musicians from Berklee Col-
lege, recording artists, and local 
talent,” said Keeley Fanuele, 
Executive Director. “Our goal 
is to celebrate our community 
while introducing visitors to our 
beautiful open spaces. Bringing 
people together from across the 
area made the season especially 
meaningful, particularly as first-
time visitors discovered all that 
Eastie has to offer.”

The Greenway even got the 
attention of WBZ’s Chris Tana-
ka “It Happens Here” where he 
visited and highlighted Bremen 
Street Park.  

In addition to music and per-
formances, the Greenway intro-
duced “Sports Day”. 

“We held ‘Sports Day’ at 
Bremen Street which turned out 
to be more successful than we 
could imagine. It started out as 
an event to encourage kids to 
get active, promote local sports 
programs and camps. While it 
did that, we also celebrated New 
England Sports Teams like the 
Patriots, Bruins, Red Sox, Celt-
ics, Revolution, Legacy, Free 
Jacks and right in our backyard 
at Memorial Stadium, Suffolk 
University teams.” Said, Lisa 
Capogreco, Event Coordinator.  

Without the financial sup-
port of the East Boston Foun-
dation, the Greenway could 
not have produced such an in-
credible summer of fun. Many 
thanks also to our individual 
event sponsors, Rockland Trust, 
Cappuccio Construction, State 
Representative Adrian Madaro, 
Blue Bikes, The Spur Boston, 
Taco Mex and Slush King and 
Aloe Natural. 

Big shout out to Massport’s 
Parks Department for assisting 
the Greenway at every event 
and keeping the park clean and 
welcoming for all. 

Check out www.maryellen-
welchgreenway.org for more 
updates and events. 

Shown are highlights of the 
events held at Bremen Street 
Park this summer.

PHOTOS COURTESY AGNIESKA RYTYCH – FOSTER AND MOLLY WHITEMORE.  

Friends of the Mary Ellen Welch Greenway 
www.maryellenwelch.org
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Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu joined 
Lt. Governor Driscoll, St. Fran-
cis House, the Planning Office 
for Urban Affairs (POUA), 
MassHousing, state and local 
elected officials, residents, and 
community partners to cele-
brate the grand opening of 41 
LaGrange Street, a new 19-sto-
ry affordable housing develop-
ment in downtown Boston. The 
development creates 126 in-
come-restricted rental homes, 
advancing the City’s work to 
provide Boston residents with 
safe, stable, and affordable 
housing.  

“Congratulations to St. Fran-
cis House, all our partners, and 
especially the new neighbors 
joining our community through 
the 126 homes in this trans-
formational project. Over the 
last five years, homelessness 
has dropped by 19% in Bos-
ton, thanks to nation-leading 
partners working together on a 
vision for housing that serves 
every part of our communi-
ty,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“Thank you to all our partners 
for their persistence, support 
and commitment, and to every-
one who has helped bring this 
project forward. ” 

Of the 126 apartments, 70 
are dedicated to individuals 
exiting homelessness and 56 
will serve workforce, middle, 
and low income households. 
The individuals exiting home-
lessness will receive ongoing 
wraparound services through 
St. Francis House, connecting 
them with health care, employ-
ment assistance, behavioral 
health services, and other re-
sources to support long-term 
housing stability. 

Building 41 LaGrange Street 
required an innovative ap-
proach to construction on one 
of downtown Boston’s tightest 
sites. The 19-story, all-electric 
Passive House building was 
constructed on a former sur-

face parking lot with extreme-
ly limited space for construc-
tion equipment and staging. 
To make the project possible, 
the construction team placed a 
tower crane within the footprint 
of the new building and built 
around it as the structure rose. 
Crews also worked nights and 
weekends to manage the chal-
lenges of building in a dense 
downtown neighborhood. Us-
ing this approach, the project 
went from a surface parking lot 
to topping off all 19 stories in 
just seven months. 

“41 LaGrange Street rep-
resents the City of Boston’s con-
tinued commitment to increase 
affordable housing opportuni-
ties for residents across every 
neighborhood,” said Sheila A. 
Dillon, Chief of Housing. “By 
combining affordable housing 
with comprehensive support-
ive services, this development 
creates lasting stability for res-
idents while helping us build a 
more equitable Boston where 
everyone has the opportunity to 
succeed.”

“Respect for the dignity of 
all people includes doing ev-
erything possible to provide 
every person with a safe home, 
“ said Most Reverend Robert F. 
Hennessey, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Boston. Too many members 
of our community are either 
homeless or on the verge of 
homelessness for reasons that 
include the rising cost of hous-
ing and food. The 41 LaGrange 
Street Grand Opening gives us 
all hope that, working together, 
more unhoused men and wom-
en have access to a new apart-
ment and the services they need 
to make this housing a stable 
home.”

The opening builds on Bos-
ton’s broader strategy to reduce 
homelessness by expanding 
permanent housing and sup-
portive services. Since Mayor 
Wu took office, Boston has cre-
ated 668 permanent support-
ive housing units for residents 

transitioning out of home-
lessness. In 2025, City efforts 
helped house 979 individuals 
and 1,071 families experienc-
ing homelessness, representing 
3,261 people. More than 200 
unsheltered individuals also 
moved directly from the street 
into permanent homes. 

Boston’s 2026 Point-in-
Time Count showed continued 
progress in addressing home-
lessness, with overall home-
lessness declining 19 percent 
since 2021 and unsheltered 
homelessness declining 31 per-
cent. The City has worked to 
reduce homelessness through 
sustained investments in per-
manent supportive and afford-
able housing, homelessness 
prevention, expanded shel-
ter-to-housing initiatives, and 
coordinated outreach. Boston 
uses the annual census to bet-
ter understand residents’ needs, 
connect people experiencing 
homelessness with services, 
and guide investments in hous-
ing, prevention, and supportive 
services. 

“Today is a momentous 
milestone not just for St. Fran-
cis House, but for the entire 
city of Boston. We are incred-
ibly proud to cut the ribbon at 

41 LaGrange Street and finally 
watch our new residents walk 
through the doors of their for-
ever homes,” said Karen La-
Frazia, President and CEO of 
St. Francis House. “This build-
ing is a powerful testament to 
what we can achieve when we 
work together. We are deep-
ly grateful to our partners at 
the Planning Office for Urban 
Affairs, to Mayor Wu and the 
City of Boston, and the incred-
ible coalition of partners whose 
shared vision, unwavering sup-
port, and dedication to ending 
homelessness made this dream 
a reality.” 

The development was made 
possible with funding from the 
City of Boston Mayor’s Office 
of Housing, including funds 
through the Neighborhood 
Housing Trust. The Executive 
Office of Housing and Livable 
Communities, MassHousing, 
the Community Economic 
Development Assistance Cor-
poration, and Bank of Ameri-
ca provided additional capital 
funding. EOHLC and the Bos-
ton Housing Authority provid-
ed 70 project based vouchers 
creating the deeply affordable 
homes to those exiting home-
lessness.

“We believe that everyone 
deserves a place to call home, 
regardless of their income, 
background, or circumstances, 
and that a lack of housing is one 
of the structural causes of pov-
erty and community instability, 
and we must work together to 
effectuate change,” said Bill 
Grogan, President of the Plan-
ning Office for Urban Affairs. 
“We are grateful to amplify the 
impact of our affordable hous-
ing developments by partnering 
with service providers like St. 
Francis House, which provides 
much-needed permanent sup-
portive and workforce housing 
in a neighborhood of Boston 
that has become unaffordable 
to most of its community.”

“MassHousing is excited for 
the residents of 41 LaGrange 
St. who have brand new apart-
ment homes with an array of 
support services that will help 
them live and thrive in this new 
housing community in China-
town,” said MassHousing CEO 
Chrystal Kornegay. “We were 
pleased to partner with POUA 
and St. Francis House in de-
veloping this mixed-income 
community that will allow its 

See AFFORDABLE HOMES Page 7

Mayor Wu, Lt. Governor Driscoll, St. Francis House, and the Planning Office For 
Urban Affairs celebrate opening of 126 affordable homes at 41 LaGrange Street 

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, Lt. Governor Driscoll along with state and local elected officials, residents, and 
community partners, gathered to cut the ribbon officially opening of 41 LaGrange Street.
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OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

To place a 
memoriam in the 

Times-Free 
Press, please call 
781-485-0588

residents to live with dignity in 
safe, quality housing.”

Under Mayor Michelle Wu’s 
leadership, Boston has made 
historic progress toward creat-
ing and preserving homes that 
residents can afford. Since the 
start of her first term, the City 
has produced or begun con-
struction on more than 18,000 
new homes, including thou-
sands of income-restricted 
units. The Mayor has launched 
new policies to make it easi-
er, faster, and less expensive 
to build housing across every 
neighborhood. In addition to 
producing new housing, Mayor 
Wu has directed record levels 
of investment to expand afford-
able homeownership and sup-
port renters and homeowners 
who face housing instability.

Through innovative pro-
grams like the Housing Accel-
erator Fund, Welcome Home 
Boston, and the Housing with 
Public Assets initiative, the 
City is finding new ways to 
create housing on public land, 
convert vacant buildings into 
homes, and support residents 
in building wealth and stability. 
The Mayor’s focus on climate 

and health has also made Bos-
ton a national leader in green 
and energy-efficient housing. 
Together, these efforts are 
helping to make Boston a city 
where every resident can have 
a safe, stable, and affordable 
home, and where communities 
can grow stronger for genera-
tions to come.

The mission of the Mayor’s 
Office of Housing (MOH) is to 
foster healthy, vibrant, and wel-
coming communities for all by 
ensuring stable, green, acces-
sible housing and sustainable 
use of land. The MOH achieves 
this by creating and preserv-
ing income-restricted housing, 
supporting residents in buying 
and maintaining their homes, 
and developing housing pol-
icies that promote access and 
long-term stability. MOH also 
works to prevent evictions, im-
plements housing solutions for 
people experiencing homeless-
ness, and works to make Bos-
ton’s housing stock healthy, 
resilient, and environmentally 
sustainable. For more infor-
mation, please visit the MOH 
website.

Affordable Homes //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Licari, Stephen J. of East 
Boston, passed away at Mass. 
General Hospital on September 
4, 2026.  Beloved son of the 
late Mary V. (Hennessey) and 
A. Leonard “Lenny” Licari.

Loving brother of Richard 
L. “Rick” Licari and his wife 
Nancy of Quincy, Michael P. 
Licari of Tustin, CA and the 
late Robert A. Licari and James 
G. Licari.

Uncle of Molly Belovarac, 
Matthew Licari, James Licari 
and Doreese Licari. Grand un-
cle of Harper and Luke. Also 
survived by his dear sister-in-
law Charlene Deveney.

Stephen was born in Law-
rence Memorial Hospital in 
Medford, but was raised and 

lived his entire life in East Bos-
ton.  He attended Sacred Heart 
Grammar School, Christopher 
Columbus High School in the 
North End, class of 1972 and 
received his Bachelor’s De-
gree in Business Administra-
tion from Suffolk University in 
1976.

Stephen worked for United 
States Government Account-
ability Office as an auditor for 
his entire career, retiring in 
2018.

Stephen was involved in 
many activities in Sacred 
Heart Parish and was very well 
known throughout the commu-
nity.

In lieu of flowers donations 
in his memory to the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society, c/o Sacred 
Heart Church, 303 Paris St., 
East Boston, Ma 02128 would 
be greatly appreciated by his 
family.

Stephen’s Funeral Mass 
was celebrated in Sacred heart 
Church

Stephen J. Licari
Of East Boston

PLEASE VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM
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East Boston Football home opener this Friday
Photos and story by Patrick O’Connor

The East Boston High 
School football team trekked 

over to Clemente Field in the 
Fenway last Friday evening 
and got pummeled by the Bos-
ton Latin Wolfpack 35-6.  At 

halftime, Latin lead 28-0.  Hav-
ing a good game for Latin was 
Sammy Tshimuanga scoring 
three touchdowns in the first 

half.  The Jets got on the board 
in the fourth quarter.  Senior 
Gio Shire scored a touchdown 
as the clock wound down.

The first home game is this 
Friday at 6 p.m.  The Brighton 
Bengals will be the visiting 
team.  Both teams are 0-1.  

	 Sept. 11		 Boston Latin (Clemente) L 35-6
	 Sept. 18		 Brighton (H)
	 Sept. 25		 Minuteman (H)
	 Oct. 2		  English (H)
	 Oct. 9		  O’Bryant
	 Oct. 16		  Latin Academy
	 Nov. 6		  TBA
	 Nov. 13		 TBA
	 Nov. 20		 TBA
	 Nov. 25		 Chelsea

The Jets led off the kick off at the start of the game.

Start of game huddle.

Captains head for the coin toss.

Senior cheerleaders and Coach Beatrice get together for picture at 
the game on Friday, September 11 at Clemente Field in the Fenway.
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Care from home, when you need it.
See your doctor on your phone 
or computer
No travel. No waiting rooms
Schedule via MyChart or 
call 617-569-5800

Learn more 
about 

virtual visits

WE ARE 
HERE 
FOR YOU!

Bernard Mack Sanchez shines in Boston Baseball Association Fall League
On a lively Wednesday 

night at East Boston Memori-
al, St. Louis Cardinals minor 
leaguer Bernard Mack Sanchez 
took the mound for the Boston 
Baseball Association (BBA) 
Fall League. Coming off an 
arm injury, Sanchez has chosen 
this league as a rehabilitation 
opportunity to gear up for the 
upcoming minor league season.

As a left-handed pitcher 
known for his impressive ve-
locity, Sanchez has shown 
steady improvement week by 
week. With each game, his 
speed on the mound has notice-
ably increased, showcasing his 
determination and commitment 
to his craft.

The BBA community is 
thrilled that Sanchez has se-
lected their league as a crucial 
part of his journey toward real-
izing his dreams of playing in 
the major leagues. His talent 

is undeniable; he possesses all 
the essential skills to excel in 
professional baseball. Beyond 
his athletic abilities, Sanchez 
is recognized for his humility 
and sportsmanship off the field, 
earning the respect and admira-
tion of his teammates.

With his eye on the prize 
and a promising future ahead, 
Sanchez is a player to watch. 
His journey reflects the dedi-
cation and hard work necessary 
to make it in the competitive 
world of baseball, and the BBA 
is proud to support him during 
this important phase of his ca-
reer.

Catch a game every Monday 
and Wednesday in East Boston 
at Memorial Park at 8PM. 

The Boston Baseball Asso-
ciation (BBA) is an exciting 
adult baseball league featuring 
four divisions to match any de-
sired level of competition:

Bernard Mack SanchezCity of Boston Weekly Neighborhood 
Infrastructure Projects

The City of Boston Con-
struction Management team is 
providing this weekly update 
on infrastructure improvements 
taking place in the Beacon Hill, 
Back Bay, Charlestown, East 
Boston, Jamaica Plain, neigh-
borhoods. The work is part of 
the City’s ongoing efforts to 
maintain and improve Boston’s 
streets and sidewalks, enhance 
accessibility, upgrade street 
lighting fixtures, support bridge 
improvements, and invest in 
safer, more reliable neighbor-
hood infrastructure. 

This Week’s Construction 
Activity:

Street Lighting:
• Crews continue to upgrade 

lighting fixtures around the 
Charlestown Navy Yard.

Crews are rebuilding ramps 
on the following streets in East 
Boston:

• Chelsea Street (Prescott 
Street - Border Street) - Side-

walks & Ramps 
• Meridian Street (White 

Street - London Street) - Side-
walks 

• Orleans Street & Maverick 
Street - Sidewalks & Ramps 

Residents, businesses, and 
visitors should expect possible 
impacts to parking, traffic and  
pedestrian access. The City ap-
preciates the patience and part-
nership of residents and busi-
nesses and we will continue to 
minimize disruptions wherever 
possible as important infra-
structure improvements move 
forward.

*Please note that this work is 
weather dependent and sched-
ules could change.   

For questions, please contact 
Public Works Public Informa-
tion Officer Chris Coakley at 
Christopher.Coakley@boston.
gov 

Collegiate play for current 
and former college and profes-
sional players. Enjoy a regular 
season of 20 games on Sun-
days, Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays. The season kicks 
off in the first week of May, 
culminating in playoffs in Au-
gust. Champions receive rings 
and a team trophy!

Competitive play for those 
28 and older. This division also 
has a 20-game regular season, 
with games on Sundays, Tues-
days, and Thursdays. The sea-
son begins in mid-April, with 
playoffs in September. Cham-
pions will be awarded rings and 
a team trophy!

Recreational play for those 
looking to ease back into the 
game or enjoy a more relaxed 
atmosphere. This division fea-
tures a 14-game schedule with 
doubleheaders on Saturday af-
ternoons/evenings. The season 
starts in mid-May, with play-
offs in August. Champions re-
ceive rings and a team trophy.
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SAINT DOMINIC SAVIO HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI GOLF TOURNAMENT

Saint Dominic Savio High 
School held an Alumni Golf 
Tournament Monday, Sept. 14 
at the Winthrop Golf Club.

Several alumni enjoyed a 
round of golf, a luncheon, and a 
glorious late summer day rem-
iniscing about their years at the 
proud East Boston college pre-
paratory high school on Byron 
Street known for its academic 
and athletic excellence.

Representing the Dom Savio Class of 1989, from left, Brendan Gill, 
Jimmy Olson, Dom Marinelli, and Patrick Jones.

Savio alumni Kevin Adamson, Chris Ford, Kevin Dalton, and John 
Langone.

Kevin Adamson, who is an assis-
tant coach in the Winthrop High 
School girls basketball program, 
and Mark DeGregorio, Winthrop 
High athletic director, pictured 
at the Savio Alumni Golf Tourna-
ment Monday at the Winthrop 
Golf Club.Peter Gravallese, former Senate President Robert Travaglini, former 

Savio head basketball coach Jim Doherty, Ronnie Scala, Frank Scarpa, 
and Tom Bagley.

Ronnie Vitale, WGC Head Professional Ed Montone, and Ronnie 
Vitale.

Repeating as champions of the Dom Savio Alumni Golf Tournament, 
the foursome of Frank Colleran, Chris Beranger, Dave Belcher, and 
Frank Scarpa.

Dom Savio alumni are pictured before heading out to participate in the tournament Monday at the Win-
throp Golf Club.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS
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PAINTINGCONTRACTOR HANDYMAN LANDSCAPING

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

L. P.CONTRACTING

LUIGI: (617) 846-0142
FREE ESTIMATES… LICENSED …INSURED

Building & Remodeling
Kitchen ✧ Bathroom ✧ Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows ✧ Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

tophandyman2022@gmail.com
English & Español

tophandymanllc.com

TTOOPP  HHAANNDDYYMMAANN  LLLLCC

Demolition, Cleanouts, Ceramic tile & more
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR BIG

857-221-0194

FULL SERVICE 
CARPENTRY

East Boston’s Professional Service DirectoryEast Boston’s Professional Service Directory

2 col. x 1 inches
$120 for 3 months

($10/wk)


Call us today  
to set up your 

Classified 
Advertisement!

1 col. x 3 inches
$180 for 3 months

($15/wk)

RAY’S LANDSCAPING
Full Service Yard Care

Edging-Weeding-Trimming
Cleanup-New Lawn-Fences

Patio-Pavers-Concrete-Brick

781-526-1181
Please Call Ray 

FREE same day estimates

“NO 
JOB 
TOO 

SMALL

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529
Free Estimates

Lic. & Ins. E29162

Interior / Exterior 
Fully insured

30+yrs experience 
Free Estimates

Reasonable Rates 
Senior Discount
617-320-4179

WILLIAM MACK  
PAINTING CO.

------------------------------
DEADLINES: For classified line ads, 
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the ad to 781-
485-1403
------------------------------

Please Recycle

CLASSCLASS
Charlestown East boston

chelsea

revereeverett

winthrop

IFIEDIFIED
CLASSCLASS

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	          PRICE

Bhardwaj, Aman	 Clouting, Heather E	 299 Sumner St #1	 $749,000

Morales, Oliver S	 Morales, Jose C	 5 Emmons St	 $700,000

Interiano, Elias	 Rizzo, Beverly J	 855 Saratoga St	 $900,000

For Advertising Rates, Call 781-485-0588

APT FOR RENT
WINTHROP APARTMENT FOR RENT
AVAIL Now  1BR - Desirable waterfront area, 
Ground floor, 1 off st park, no pets, no smok-
ing, tenant at will, Incl Util+Wifi, $2450. First 
month + $1K Sec. 617-283-2059 call/text 
8/26
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Catch the 
Summer 
Wave

Clients & customers
are just a CLICK 

away if you advertise 
ONLINE

Call (781) 485-0588 
or email your Rep.

maximize 
your exposure

maximize maximize 
your exposureyour exposure

3-month min. buy july • august • september

THE

INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPER GROUP

reverejournal.com • winthroptranscript.com • lynnjournal.com
everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 

charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com • thebostonsun.com
northendregionalreview.com • jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

proportional
1/2 size ad space

160px
by

300px
BLOCK ADS

$200/mo

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
charlestownads@hotmail.com
deb@reverejournal.com

OONNLLIINNEE  with 
our 

Grow Your Business

SUMMER Special

The neighboring rivals never 
gave an inch to each other, and 
the result was what one might 
expect, a 1-1 tie between East 
Boston and Chelsea in boys 
soccer action Friday, Septem-
ber 11 at East Boston Memorial 
Stadium.

EAST BOSTON IN SOCCER ACTION AGAINST CHELSEA
BOB MARRA PHOTOS

Juan Adarve goes heels-over-
head to keep the ball away from 
Chelsea’s Jorge Perez Jr. (17).

Steven Garcia Barrera (right) tangles with Chelsea’s Akanni Hernan-
dez for a loose ball.

Ronaldo Paloma gets a pass off in front of Chelsea’s Ryan Orellana.

 Ronaldo Paloma (7) works his way between a pair of Chelsea defenders. 
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EAST BOSTON IN SOCCER ACTION AGAINST CHELSEA
BOB MARRA PHOTOS

East Boston’s Amilcar Pena takes control of the ball between a pair of 
Chelsea defenders.

East Boston ‘s Samuel Moreno clear

Steven Garcia Berrera leaps over Chelsea’s Akanni Hernandez who broke up Berrera’s rush up the sideline.

Brian Alas (21, right) collides with Chelsea’s Johnny DePina Alves as 
they vie for the ball.

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SOLD

SUN TRANSCRIPT

First in Sail

East Boston
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Home To The Jet



Page 14	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, September 16, 2026

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu and 
Boston Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC) are awarding 
$3.3 million to support com-
munity health centers ahead of 
increased demand and finan-
cial strain from federal cuts to 
Medicaid. According to Mass-
Health, starting in October 
hundreds of thousands of Mas-
sachusetts residents will be at 
risk of gradually losing health 
insurance coverage because of 
new federal Medicaid require-
ments. In January 2027, Mass-
Health projects that new federal 
work and education require-
ments alone will impact around 
40,000 Boston residents, leav-
ing them at risk of losing cov-
erage. About 40% of those 
individuals live in Dorchester 
and Roxbury with another 20% 
residing in Hyde Park, South 
End, and Mattapan. Since com-
munity health centers see all 
patients regardless of income 
and insurance status, many will 
likely go to health centers for 
care, causing health centers to 
see more patients while receiv-
ing less payments for services.

“With many of our residents’ 
access to healthcare under at-
tack by the Federal Admin-
istration, Boston must rally 
behind our community health 
centers, now more than ever,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “Our 
community health centers are 
trusted providers who deliver 
high-quality care to all resi-
dents, regardless of who they 

are or how much they make. In-
vesting in our health centers is 
an investment in access for ev-
eryone in Boston to live a long 
and healthy life.” 

Because of these inequita-
ble impacts, Mayor Wu and 
Boston Public Health Com-
mission are providing support 
to 10 health centers as part of 
the City’s Live Long and Well 
population health equity agen-
da. Live Long and Well focuses 
on addressing health inequities 
and closing the stark gap in 
life expectancy between Bos-
ton neighborhoods. The three 
leading causes of early death in 
Boston (cardiometabolic dis-
eases, cancer, and unintention-
al drug overdoses) dispropor-
tionately impact communities 
of color; and Dorchester, Rox-
bury, and Mattapan experience 
the greatest health disparities. 
This funding will help support 
health centers that serve dispro-
portionately impacted residents 
with staffing, operations, and 
interventions that address con-
ditions that result in premature 
death, including keeping peo-
ple connected to health care. 

“As a city, we are commit-
ted to closing the 23-year life 
expectancy gap that exists be-
tween neighborhoods, and we 
need our community health 
centers to accomplish this 
goal,” said Dr. Bisola Ojikutu, 
Commissioner of Public Health 
for the City of Boston. “Com-
munity health centers are the 
front door to care, and they are 
being asked to hold that door 

open as federal cuts strip cover-
age from around 40,000 of our 
residents. An increase in unin-
sured patients does not mean a 
decrease in the number of pa-
tients needing care. It means 
more people arriving sicker, 
later, with conditions we could 
have managed years earlier. 
Funding like this will help keep 
the doors of community health 
centers open.”

Financial support for health 
centers is vital, and many are 
still trying to recover from rev-
enue losses and staffing short-
ages from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Because of this, Boston 
Public Health Commission set 
aside $3.3 million from its last 
year of American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) money to support 
health centers. Ten commu-
nity health centers will each 
receive $300,000 to support 
existing staff, increase access 
to health insurance coverage, 
and enhance staff capacity. An 
additional $300,000 will go to 
the Massachusetts League of 
Community Health Centers to 
support these health centers in 
improving long-term financial 
stability.

“As a trusted health care 
provider for one in two Boston 
residents, community health 
centers have played major roles 
in Boston’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, closure 
of Carney Hospital, and our 
most persistent public health 
challenges. With so many of 
our most vulnerable residents 
set to lose Medicaid cover-
age in 2027, it is critical that 
our health centers have the re-
sources necessary to meet even 
greater health care needs,” 
said Michael Curry, President 
and CEO of the Massachusetts 
League of Community Health 
Centers. “The Mass League is 
immensely grateful to May-
or Wu and the Boston Public 
Health Commission for under-
standing how vital community 
health centers are in this mo-
ment and ensuring they are in 
the best position possible to 
care for our city moving for-

ward.” 
The selected community 

health centers are:
• Boston Health Care for the 

Homeless Program 
• Charles River Community 

Health 
• Codman Square Health 

Center 
• The Dimock Center 
• DotHouse Health 
• Harbor Health Services 
• Harvard Street Neighbor-

hood Health Center 
• Mattapan Community 

Health Center 
• NeighborHealth 
• Whittier Street Health Cen-

ter 
“At DotHouse Health, we 

see every day how deeply 
health inequities shape the out-
comes of patients living with 
diabetes, hypertension, obesi-
ty, and other cardiometabolic 
conditions. Those disparities 
are at risk of widening as many 
patients face uncertainty about 
their health insurance cover-
age. This funding will allow us 
to strengthen and scale a team-
based approach to improving 
cardiometabolic health that 
includes clinicians working 
alongside community resource 
specialists and staff dedicated 
to helping patients enroll in 
and maintain insurance cover-
age. By investing in both care 
and coverage, we can reduce 
disparities in cardiometabol-
ic health and help our patients 
stay healthy. We are deeply 
grateful to Mayor Wu and the 
Boston Public Health Com-
mission for this investment in 
health equity,” said Dr. Monica 
Vohra, Chief Medical Officer at 
DotHouse Health.

“Health center patients de-
serve the same support as all 
patients in managing chronic 
conditions like diabetes,” said 
Dr. Klavdia Brisson, Chief 
Clinical Officer at Charles Riv-
er Community Health.  “This 
support will help us engage 
more intensively with patients 
who only see their primary care 
physician one to two times a 
year and have A1c levels of 9, 

10, 11, or higher, which puts 
them at extreme risk of debil-
itating complications.”

“This supplemental funding 
allows Whittier Street Health 
Center to expand our Mobile 
Health Program at a critical 
moment for the communities 
we serve,” said Frederica M. 
Willams, President and CEO 
of Whittier Street Health Cen-
ter. “By bringing services di-
rectly into neighborhoods and 
strengthening partnerships with 
community organizations, we 
can keep more residents con-
nected to the screenings and 
preventive care that protect 
long-term health and reduce 
the barriers that too often stand 
between patients and the care 
they need and deserve. We are 
grateful for this investment in 
health equity from Mayor Wu 
and the Boston Public Health 
Commission – one that speaks 
directly to the well-being of 
Boston’s most vulnerable indi-
viduals and families.”  

Even though this $3.3 mil-
lion is a one-time fund, it is not 
the only time Boston Public 
Commission provides financial 
assistance to community health 
centers across the city. In May 
2023, BPHC awarded $1.4 mil-
lion from ARPA funds to seven 
organizations who experienced 
revenue losses and increased 
demand during the COVID-19 
pandemic. BPHC also provides 
annual support to communi-
ty health centers in Boston 
through its annual City appro-
priation and other grant funds.

Boston Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC) is the coun-
try’s oldest health department. 
We envision a thriving Boston 
where all residents live healthy 
and fulfilling lives. To accom-
plish this, BPHC works in part-
nership with communities to 
protect and promote the health 
and well-being of all Boston 
residents, especially those im-
pacted by racism and systemic 
inequities. Learn more about 
our work at boston.gov/bphc.

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SOLD

SUN TRANSCRIPT

First in Sail

East Boston
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Home To The Jet

Wu, Boston Public Health Commission award $3.3 million to support community health centers 
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DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS  TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and Family 
Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
DIVORCE
SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION 
Docket No.
SU26D1495DR
Ana Olinde Benitez
Plaintiff
vs.
Jose Domingo Burgos Medina

Defendant
To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce requesting 
that the Court grant a divorce for 
Irretrievable Breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the 
Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered in this 
matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current 
financial status of either party. 
SEE Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411. 
You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Ana 
Olinde Benitez 75 White St. 
Apt #1 Boston, MA 02128 your 

answer, if any, on or before 
10/13/2026. If you fail to do 
so, the court will proceed to the 
hearing and adjudication of this 
action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer, if 
any, in the office of the Register 
of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers, 
First Judge of this Court.
Date: August 31, 2026
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

9/16
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS

THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and Family 
Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU26P1489EA
Estate of:
Doris Ditomaso
Date of Death:
07/25/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by 

Steven Ditomaso of Boston, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that 
Steven Ditomaso of Boston, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 

Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 10/07/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 

or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 02, 2026
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

9/16
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
Submit notices to legals@eastietimes.com

ZUMIX announces 2026 Muze gala and honorees
Special to the Times-Free Press

ZUMIX, a local nonprofit 
providing creative opportuni-
ties for young people through 
music and technology, will host 
its annual Gala, The Muze, at 
City Winery on Thursday, Oct. 
29. The event, a major fund-
raiser for the ZUMIX commu-
nity, will include multiple per-
formances by ZUMIX youth 
ensembles and participants. 
ZUMIX will also present its 

annual Luminary Awards to 
two community members: ZU-
MIX alumnus Dawry Ruiz, 
Artist-in-Residence & Youth 
Arts Ambassador, Madison 
Arts Commission & Madi-
son Metropolitan School Dis-
trict, Madison, Wis., and Alec 
Waugh, Revere High School 
Music Teacher, Revere Public 
Schools, Revere, Mass. 

“We’re excited to welcome 
the community to this year’s 
Gala,” said Madeleine Stec-

zynski, co-founder and ex-
ecutive director of ZUMIX. 
“As we continue to celebrate 
our 35th anniversary, we’re 
throwing it back to 1991 and 
invite anyone to come and par-
ty with us! All proceeds from 
the event will go to support our 
work.” Tickets are available 
through the event’s GiveLively 
page: https://secure.givelive-
ly.org/event/zumix-inc/the-
muze-2026/the-muze-2026. 

ZUMIX’s mission is to em-

power young people to build 
successful futures for them-
selves – transforming lives and 
community through music, 
technology, and creative em-
ployment. ZUMIX works with 
more than 900 young people 
ages 7-18 each year. Free and 
low-cost programs are offered 
out-of-school in instrumental 
music, songwriting, perfor-
mance, radio, audio engineer-
ing, and audio and video story-
telling. ZUMIX partners with 

local schools to bring more 
arts education opportunities to 
Boston’s youth. In addition to 
youth programs, ZUMIX of-
fers free concerts and events 
for all ages. For more informa-
tion, visit zumix.org.

For more information, 
please contact Esther Austin, 
Director of Development, at 
esther.austin@zumix.org.

Aquarium offering discounted tickets for homeschooling families
The New England Aquar-

ium is offering discounted 
admission this fall for home-
schooling families to experi-
ence its educational programs 
and exhibits.

Every Tuesday through De-
cember 22, 2026, homeschool 
families have access to special 
ticket prices: $12 for children 
and $21 for adults. Tickets can 
be purchased by calling the 
Aquarium’s Reservations De-
partment at 617-973-5206 dai-
ly between the hours of 9:00 

a.m. and 4:30 p.m. More in-
formation is available on neaq.
org.

Included in admission, the 
Aquarium offers a variety of 
programs, presentations, and 
feedings each day: 

 • Guests can stop by an in-
teractive educational space on 
the third floor called the Ex-
ploration Station, which of-
fers both guided and self-led 
themed activities. Families can 
engage with sensory activities, 
pretend to be an Aquarium 

veterinarian, and spend some 
down time reading books.

• Join an educator along the 
exhibit path for an up-close 
experience with one of the 
Aquarium’s animal ambassa-
dors. Learn more about jellies, 
local turtle species, or axolotls 
during animal encounters hap-
pening daily at 10:45 a.m. and 
3:15 p.m.

• Aquarium guests can en-
joy daily presentations with 
the penguins, sea lions, harbor 
seals, and residents of the Giant 

Ocean Tank, including Myrtle 
the green sea turtle. Full sched-
ule available here.

The Aquarium also has a 
host of fun and educational ac-
tivities on its website  that can 
engage young learners before 
or after a trip to the Aquarium. 
The activities help visitors ex-
plore the Aquarium more deep-
ly, encourage content learning, 
and improve science skills as 
well as support math and liter-
acy development.

 The New England Aquari-

um is a nonprofit research and 
conservation organization that 
has protected and cared for our 
ocean and marine animals for 
more than 55 years. We pro-
vide science-based solutions 
and help shape policies that 
create measurable change to 
address threats the ocean fac-
es. We inspire action through 
discovery and help create en-
gaged, resilient communities.
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Special to the Times-Free Press

Alex Dery Snider caught the 
policy bug in high school, com-
peting in New Hampshire’s 
Youth in Government program. 
She’s carried it through stints on 
Capitol Hill, at The Pew Char-
itable Trusts and at a civil legal 
aid nonprofit in New York, and 
now brings it home to Massa-
chusetts as Project Bread’s new 
Chief Policy Officer.

In this role, the Salem res-
ident leads Project Bread’s 
policy team as the East Bos-
ton-based statewide food se-
curity organization continues 
its advocacy for state and fed-
eral investment in food secu-
rity programs, including its 
push for increased staffing at 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Transitional Assistance 
to improve SNAP access. In 
her first months, she is focus-
ing on building relationships 
across the nonprofit’s team and 
partners, including U.S. Rep. 
Jim McGovern and U.S. Rep. 
Ayanna Pressley, co-leaders of 
the Make Hunger History Co-
alition, while preparing the or-
ganization’s advocacy strategy 
for the upcoming legislative 
session.

“Access to food is such a 
universal, fundamental need, 
and food insecurity has such 
long-term, cascading effects 
on people’s lives,” says Dery 
Snider, a Dracut native. “I’ve 
always loved policy work and 
advocacy, and I’m glad to be 

able to focus that work on food 
security here at home in Massa-
chusetts.”

Dery Snider joins Project 
Bread from Empire Justice 
Center, a civil legal services 
nonprofit in New York, where 
she directed policy and com-
munications work on a broad 
range of issues, including civ-
il rights, disability advocacy 
and public benefits, including 
SNAP. Earlier, she worked at 

Bennington College in Ver-
mont and, in Washington, D.C., 
at The Pew Charitable Trusts, 
where she worked on a part-
nership with the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation to bring 
health into decisions in other 
sectors, including grantees na-
tionwide, and a report examin-
ing the health impacts of pro-
posed SNAP cuts in a Farm Bill 
reauthorization. In 2024, Dery 
Snider was recognized for her 
policy and communications 
work with Empire Justice Cen-
ter in New York; she worked 
as part of the New York Legal 
Services Coalition, which was 
recently named one of the most 
effective coalitions in the state. 
At Empire Justice Center, she 
crafted the organization’s pol-
icy agenda to protect vulner-
able New Yorkers, including 
their response to a proposed 
budget cut for legal services 
for low-income residents. She 
previously served as commu-
nications director for the U.S. 
House Committee on Science 

and Technology and holds a 
degree in English writing and 
Speech and Theater from St. 
Lawrence University.

“Alex has spent her career 
on the frontlines of strategic 
policy campaigns, successfully 
changing policy from Capitol 
Hill to New York State, and she 
knows firsthand what it takes to 
get SNAP access right and to 
make sure constituents know 
why these policies are urgent 
and relevant to them,” says Erin 
McAleer, Project Bread CEO. 
“That’s exactly the expertise 
we need as we push Massachu-
setts to become the first state in 
the country to permanently end 
hunger.” 

People experiencing food 
insecurity should call Project 
Bread’s FoodSource Hotline 
(1-800-645-8333), which pro-
vides confidential, free assis-
tance getting connected to a va-
riety of food resources in 180 
languages and for the hearing 
impaired. Counselors can pre-
screen families and help them 

to apply for SNAP. Learn more 
at www.projectbread.org/get-
help.

Project Bread connects peo-
ple and communities in Mas-
sachusetts to reliable sources 
of food while advocating for 
policies that make food more 
accessible so that no one goes 
hungry. Summer Eats is one of 
the many nutrition programs 
they support. Any resident of 
Massachusetts struggling to 
afford food or worrying they 
might run out before they have 
money to buy more can call 
Project Bread’s FoodSource 
Hotline for help in 180+ lan-
guages (1-800-645-8333) or 
send a confidential chat on 
www.gettingsnap.com for com-
passionate, personalized assis-
tance. Counselors are available 
Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. There is also a 
dedicated line available to those 
who are hearing impaired. For 
more information, visit: www.
projectbread.org.

ICE CREAM
SOCIALSOCIALSOCIAL

Zumix, 
260 Summer St, East
Boston, MA 021285:00 PM - 7:00 PM

September 17, 2026

Enjoy complimentary ice cream, toppings, and sweet treats while
celebrating September’s Indian Summer!

Featuring ZUMIX Studio and background music for a fun-filled
community event.

Enjoy a sweet afternoon with us!

East Boston Chamber of Commerce Presents

INDIAN SUMMER

Project Bread taps SNAP policy veteran Alex Dery Snider as Chief Policy Officer

PHOTO COURTESY PROJECT BREAD

Alex Dery Snider

SEND US YOUR 

NEWS
The Times encourages 

residents to submit    
engagement, wedding and 

birth announcements, 
news releases, business 
and education briefs, 

sports stories and photos 
for publication. Items 
should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Revere, 

MA 02151.  We also 
encourage readers to 
e-mail news releases 
and photos to deb@
reverejournal.com


