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National Grid Foundation donates $1.3M to United Way

GSNA supports Percival 
Place/Orleans Street project 

Coletta Zapata holds hearing on road safety ordinance

MIKE MUROWCHICK PHOTO

Groups of Splashers at the 15th Annual JetBlue Shamrock Splash. See 
Pages 12 and 13 for more photos.

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

At last week’s Gove Street 
Neighborhood Association 
(GSNA) monthly meeting, at-
tendees heard plans for a project 
at 1-4 Percival Place/108-110 
Orleans Street and subsequent-
ly chose to support it. 

As part of this project, which 
was initially presented to the 
GSNA in October, Attorney 

Richard Lynds explained that 
they want to confirm the occu-
pancy of six units at the Per-
cival Place building and con-
duct interior work that includes 
life safety upgrades. 

“This is currently occu-
pied as six units. The record 
of occupancy is in doubt, and 
therefore, we are required to go 

JETBLUE SHAMROCK SPLASH

Special to the Times-Free Press

With food and fuel costs at 
an all-time high, communi-
ty-based organizations have 
kept families afloat. Through a 
generous $1.3 million donation 

from the National Grid Foun-
dation, thousands of families 
across the Commonwealth have 
found the help they need.

The donation, made to Unit-
ed Way of Massachusetts Bay, 
United Way of Central Massa-

chusetts and Cape and Islands 
United Way supports local 
families with emergency heat-
ing and financial assistance this 
winter, emergency food and 

COURTESY PHOTO

National Grid Foundation officials present a $1.3 million donation check to members of the United Way 
organizations that will share the donation.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Boston City Councilor Ga-
briela Coletta Zapata (District 
1) recently held a hearing as 
Chair of the Government Op-
erations Committee to review 

a road safety ordinance that 
would require food delivery 
apps to obtain a permit to op-
erate in Boston and create reg-
ulations to address safety con-
cerns.

“With the increasing pres-

ence of third-party food deliv-
ery platforms in Boston, it is 
essential to implement account-
ability measures that protect 
residents and improve safety 

See HEARING Page 2

See GSNA Page 6

See DONATION Page 6
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on our streets. The proposed 
ordinance ensures that Boston 
implements these measures 
clearly and effectively. This is 
an iterative process, and I ap-
preciate the collaboration of 
all involved in producing leg-
islation that prioritizes safety 
with efficient and effective 
regulations. I look forward to 
continuing the conversation,” 
said Councilor Coletta Zapa-
ta. 

During the hearing, Coun-
cilors heard from an adminis-
tration panel including Jascha 
Franklin-Hodge, Chief of 
Streets for the Streets Cabi-
net, Nicholas Gove, Deputy 
Chief of Transportation, and 
Dan Humphreys, Deputy 
Superintendent of Field Ser-
vices at the Boston Police 
Department. The panel shared 
that the unregulated growth 
of delivery services has ex-
acerbated parking shortag-
es, congestion, and reckless 
driving, frustrating residents 
and public officials. They em-
phasized that the proposed 
Ordinance would allow the 
City of Boston to implement 
common-sense regulations 
focused on registration, insur-

ance, and data sharing. 
Under this Ordinance, large 

delivery platforms would be 
required to register with the 
City and obtain a permit to 
operate, a standard practice 
for all businesses impacting 
Boston’s streets. Additionally, 
the Ordinance provides re-
quirements for insurance and 
data sharing. The insurance 
requirements would ensure 
that anyone injured in a crash 
involving a delivery driver 
has recourse, regardless of 
the type of vehicle used. Ad-
ditionally, data-sharing provi-
sions would give the city criti-
cal tools to address safety and 
congestion challenges more 
effectively.

Councilors emphasized 
the need for comprehen-
sive regulations to address 
concerns regarding traffic 

congestion, safety risks and 
accountability for delivery 
companies. They discussed 
potential amendments to the 
ordinance, including adding a 
fee to help cover enforcement 
costs, establishing a process 
for registration renewal and 
revocation, incorporating pri-
vacy protection language, and 
identifying specific public 
safety requirements.

A working session to re-
view the current language in 
the ordinance will be sched-
uled in the upcoming weeks. 
A recording of the hearing can 
be found at: www.youtube.
com/watch?v=gRawfJ-ddVI. 
For additional information 
please contact the Office of 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata by phone at (617) 635-
3200 or by email at gabriela.
ramirez@boston.gov.
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Hearing // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
MARCH IS THE CRUELEST MONTH
According to meteorologists, “meteorological spring’” arrived last 

week on March 1. For those who prefer to mark the seasons astronom-
ically, spring officially will arrive in two weeks on March 20 (at 5:01 
AM), marking the vernal equinox. 

But regardless of one’s preference, we always have viewed March as 
the ultimate tease.

The poet Emily Dickinson extolled the arrival of March (“Dear 
March—Come in— How glad I am—”). But  Emily Dickinson lived in 
Amherst, far from the coast, where ocean breezes off the still-frigid At-
lantic -- water temps are their coldest in March -- can lower the dreaded 
wind-chill factor by 10 degrees even on sunny days.

For those of us who have been lifelong residents of Eastern Mass., 
March is the month on the calendar that we long for with great antici-
pation after the harsh winter season. But it always disappoints, like an 
object of desire that fails to live up to our expectations.

Although this past winter was chillier than the past few, our recent 
winters have not been too tough to take, thanks to milder-than-normal 
temperatures and the lack of snow, which environmental scientists tell 
us is the beginning of a long-term trend of warmer winters because of 
climate change. Those milder winters have given us all the more reason 
to hope that March would be even more temperate compared to the past.

But our hopes regularly have been dashed by Mother Nature.
To be sure, the weather is getting warmer and the sun brighter. The 

crocuses and snowdrops have been pushing through the ground, es-
pecially in the areas of our gardens that are in full sun. But the cold 
weather and brisk winds that are forecast for the coming week, with 
below-freezing temperatures every night and in the early-morning, are 
anything but a harbinger of the coming spring season.

One of the earliest memories of our childhood was learning the aph-
orism, “March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.” Despite 
the onset of climate-change, that saying remains as true today as it was 
then. 

THE REAL REASONS OUR NATURAL
GAS HEATING BILLS ARE SO HIGH

Everybody is complaining about the high cost of heating our homes 
with natural gas this winter, but this year’s spike in our bills, which has 
been exacerbated by the colder-than-usual winter, has been completely 
predictable.

Massachusetts has had the 5th-highest natural gas prices in the U.S 
for many years for which there are two main reasons:

The first is that thanks to the Jones Act (which involves maritime 
shipping and unions and dates back to 1920), we have to import our 
liquefied natural gas (LNG), at far greater expense from Trinidad and 
other places outside the U.S., instead of from the LNG terminals along 
the U.S. Gulf Coast. 

Second, and more significantly, we have been unable to take advan-
tage of the abundant supply of natural gas from the nearby Marcellus 
Field in Pennsylvania because of environmental regulations and law-
suits that have prevented the construction of new pipelines to our area. 

We are within just a few hundred miles of the largest natural gas-pro-
ducing area in the country, but we are unable to access it, which has 
resulted in our need to import LNG via tankers from foreign sources.

So yes, we are spending more this winter to heat our homes because 
of the colder-than-normal weather. But our natural gas prices are great-
er than almost everywhere else in the country -- and will continue to be 
for the foreseeable future -- thanks to a combination of our nation’s an-
tiquated maritime shipping laws and environmental lawsuits that have 
prevented new pipelines from coming to our region from the Marcellus 
field in nearby Pennsylvania.
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Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu and 
the Office of Participatory 
Budgeting (OPB) announced 
the winning projects of the 
first cycle of the Participatory 
Budgeting Initiative, “Ideas in 
Action.” The winning propos-
als included: Expand Access 
to Fresh Foods in Boston; Rat 
Prevention Initiatives in Dense 
Residential Areas; Programs 
to Support Incarcerated and 
Formerly Incarcerated Youth; 
Rental Assistance for Boston 
Youth Ages 16-24; Support 
Community Gardens in Bos-
ton’s Neighborhoods with 
Limited Access to Affordable 
Food; and Install Benches at 
High-Ridership Public Transit 
Bus Stops in Boston. 

As part of the participatory 
budgeting process, residents 
previously submitted 1,200 
ideas for how the City should 
allocate $2 million. Then, Bos-
ton residents helped shape and 
prioritize 14 project proposals 
for the voting phase. Following 
the collection of submissions, 
residents voted on their top 
five projects from January 15 
through February 15, 2025. De-
termining the winning projects, 
4,462 residents voted, with 
4,449 Boston residents voting 
online and 13 residents voting 
in person at City Hall, resulting 
in the six winning proposals.

“Our inaugural participatory 
budgeting process was guided 
by the voices of 4,462 Bosto-
nians directly shaping the fu-
ture of our city,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “We’re grateful 
to all who helped drive projects 
that matter most to communi-
ty members and look forward 
to implementing these invest-
ments throughout our neigh-
borhoods.”

This initiative started as a 
community effort that led Bos-
ton voters to approve a ballot 
measure in the 2021 Municipal 
Election to create an Office of 
Participatory Budgeting. May-
or Wu and the City Council ad-
opted the ordinance, establish-
ing the Office in spring 2023. 
The $2 million of the City 
budget will be invested in one-

time and non-recurrent, com-
munity-driven projects across 
the City. Voting was available 
and accessible in multiple lan-
guages, both online or in per-
son at City Hall. Residents also 
could visit any Boston Public 
Library branch to receive assis-
tance with voting. All Boston 
residents aged 11 and older, 
regardless of citizenship status, 
were eligible to vote. 

“Our collaboration with 
community groups, guidance 
from the Office’s External 
Oversight Board, and inten-
tional partnerships with City 
Departments helped our team 
create an inclusive and equi-
table participatory budgeting 
process during this inaugural 
year, and allowed for a positive 
experience for all residents,” 
said Renato Castelo, Director 
of the Office of Participatory 
Budgeting. “OPB looks for-
ward to supporting the imple-
mentation of the winning proj-
ects and incorporating lessons 
learned into the second cycle of 
PB, which kicks off in July of 
2025!”

Throughout the voting 
month, the Office of Participa-
tory Budgeting (OPB) worked 
closely with community stake-
holders to inform residents and 
actively engage them in the vot-
ing process. OPB also collabo-
rated with the Office of Neigh-
borhood Services to inform 
residents about the voting peri-
od in their monthly newsletters 
and social media. Additional-
ly, office hours were hosted at 
Boston Public Library branch-
es to engage with residents in 
voting. These took place at the 
East Boston, Roxbury, Dudley 
Square, Copley, Brighton, and 
Chinatown branches during the 
voting period.

“I’m thrilled by the success 
of Boston’s first-ever partici-
patory budget process, which 
inspired innovative, commu-
nity-driven proposals from 
across the city. Many of the 
winning projects—expanding 
fresh food access, rat preven-
tion, and support for formerly 
incarcerated youth—align with 
the priorities of the Boston City 

Council and of my office. I’m 
excited and hopeful as we be-
gin implementing these com-
munity-led solutions,” said 
City Council President Ruthzee 
Louijeune. 

“It’s encouraging to see the 
democratic results of this par-
ticipatory budgeting process. 
It really shows the power of 
the people,” said City Council-
or Brian Worrell, chair of the 
Committee on Ways & Means. 
“The City Council aims to re-
flect the people’s voice in our 
budget amendments, and much 
of our advocacy reflects these 
same priorities as our residents, 
including housing, food insecu-
rity, and quality of life issues.”

Each of the six winning pro-
posals will receive dedicated 
funding, and relevant depart-
ments will oversee its imple-
mentation. 

“The Boston Rodent Action 
Plan team is grateful to the 
people of Boston for pursuing 
innovative and effective ro-
dent control solutions. Improv-
ing waste management in our 
densest residential areas and 
leveraging technology to mea-
sure effectiveness will result 
in tangible improvements and 
ultimately, better quality of life 
for residents,” said John Ulrich, 
Chair of the Boston Rodent Ac-
tion Plan Working Group. “We 
stand ready to implement this 
project and report back to the 
community on its results.”

The Office of Participatory 
Budgeting will work with the 

lead departments on next steps 
for implementation later this 
year.

The Office of Participato-
ry Budgeting (OPB) provides 
an official point of entry for 
Boston residents to contribute 
to the city’s budget process. 
OPB continues to advance its 

mission by furthering public 
engagement and direct dem-
ocratic involvement, building 
collective capacity on issues 
of racial and social justice, and 
aligning with the City’s goal 
of achieving and embedding 
equity and inclusion into City 
practices.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
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BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $15.50 Per
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Wu announces winning proposals of inaugural round 
of Participatory Budgeting Initiative for Boston

Details on each proposal:
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BOSTON SCORES HOLDS ANNUAL POETS’ BANQUET

Photos & Story by Marianne Salza

Boston Scores, a Boston 
Public Schools afterschool 
youth enrichment provider, 
held its Annual Poets’ Banquet 
on February 22. The event cele-
brated the voices, perspectives, 
and experiences of 19 Boston 

Scores elementary students (10 
representing East Boston) who 
were selected to recite original 
pieces, both comical and pro-
found. 

“Some of these topics they 
share are heavy, heart-breaking, 
and beautiful,” said Rebecca 
Villatoro-Alvarez, Elementary 

School Academic Coordinator, 
Boston Scores. 

Attended by families and 
writing coaches, and hosted by 
Zumix, the gathering included 
a breakfast reception, games, 
and musical entertainment by 
Zumix’s Marmalade Jazz En-
semble, comprised of Edwin 

Duarte on piano, Nox Jornales 
on drums, and Danilo Perez on 
bass. 

The 2025 Poet-Athlete of the 
Year will be selected by judges 
to receive a $1,000 scholarship 
donated by the Ellen LaForge 
Memorial Poetry Foundation. 
Four runners-up will be pre-

sented $250 awards.
“It’s not easy to come up 

here, and say something from 
memory that’s vulnerable, per-
sonal, and that has many lines 
and stanzas,” admitted Villa-
toro-Alvarez. “It’s a feat. We 
are so proud of them.”

Kimberly Argueta, Patrick J. Ken-
nedy School 4th grader, reciting 
“Be You.”

Rebecca Villatoro-Alvarez, 
Elementary School Academic 
Coordinator, Boston Scores.

Christian Vasquez, Patrick J. Ken-
nedy School 6th grader, reciting 
“Flowers Bring Peace.”

Sofia Infante, Curtis Guild School 
5th grader, reciting “The Small 
but Happy Days.”

Eliana Ohiomobn, Bradley 
School 5th grader, reciting “A 
Poem for Grandma.”

Zumix’s Marmalade Jazz Ensemble, featuring, Edwin Duarte on piano, 
Danilo Perez on bass, and Nox Jornales on drums.

Genesis Perdido, Mario Umana 
Academy 6th grader, reciting “I 
Thought No One Loved Me.”

Diego Villeda, Curtis Guild 
School 5th grader, reciting “You 
Can Achieve.”

Gustavo Melgar, Mario Umana 
Academy 6th grader, reciting 
“Negligence.”

Samuel Welch, Bradley School 3rd grader, reciting “Dinosaur Poem.”
Sixth grade Mario Umana Academy students, Genesis Perdido and 
Gustavo Melgar, with Sheena Kovalovsky, writing coach.

Bradley School students: Eliana 
Ohiomobn, 5th grade, and Samu-
el Welch, 3rd grade.
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BOSTON SCORES HOLDS ANNUAL POETS’ BANQUET

Jessica Argueta, Kimberly Argueta, 4th grader at the Patrick J. Kenne-
dy School, and Ezequiel Argueta. 

Boston Scores Annual Poets’ Banquet participants, gathered on the Zumix stage on February 22.

Diego Villeda, 5th grader at the Curtis Guild Elementary School, with 
his parents, Eduardo Villeda and Maria Granados, with Sofia Infante, 
5th grader at the Curtis Guild Elementary School, and her writing 
coach, Beatriz Contreeras, Family Liason, Curtis Guild Elementary 
School.

Christian Vasquez, 6th grader at 
the Patrick J. Kennedy School, 
with Cynthia Grant-Carter, writ-
ing coach.

Tommy Welch, Regional School 
Superintendent, Boston Public 
Schools, with his children, Emi 
and Samuel Welch, 3rd grader at 
the Bradley School.

All women over 40 should 
have a mammogram once 
a year. Breast cancer 
found early offers the best 
chance to be cured. Free 
or low cost mammograms 
are available. 

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms Save Lives.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a year. 
Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345Mammograms Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

Mammograms 
Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should 

have a mammogram once a 

year. Breast cancer found 

early offers the best chance 

to be cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

For more information and 

answers to any of your cancer 

questions, contact us any time, 

day or night.

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org        1.800.ACS.2345

Hope.Progress.Answers.®



Page 6 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, March 5, 2025

through a process with the City 
of Boston to confirm that occu-
pancy as a six-unit dwelling,” 
said Lynds. 

Lynds also noted that there 
would be no changes at 108-
110 Orleans Street. “There’s 
no expansion of these buildings 
being proposed. There’s no 
change in the exterior; all the 
existing conditions are going to 
remain,” he said. 

Moreover, Lynds talked 
about plans for a lot subdivi-
sion. “The building behind this 
building sits to the rear of the 
lot; the building here at 108-
110 Orleans is toward the front 
of the lot. We would simply in-
corporate—for lack of a better 
term— the imaginary line to 
divide the parcels so these ar-
en’t two buildings on one lot,” 
he said. 

It should also be noted that 

there is an existing demolition 
plan for the 1-4 Percival Place 
building, and its headhouse will 
be removed.

Later, Lynds briefly outlined 
the zoning relief that would be 
necessary for the proposal but 
said, “The only relief that we 
would require is anything that 
would be triggered from the 
pre-existing conditions, but un-
like a new development proj-
ect, this doesn’t really impact 
or create any additional impacts 
to the neighborhood because all 
of the same conditions will re-
main.” 

Eventually, attendees were 
able to ask questions and com-
ment. One attendee wanted to 
ensure that the buildings would 
not be any higher. Lynds con-
firmed that would be the case 
and emphasized that the 1-4 
Percival building would be 

lower due to the aforemen-
tioned headhouse removal. 

Another attendee asked if 
the buildings were currently 
occupied, to which Lynds said 
yes. However, he mentioned 
that the renovations at 1-4 Per-
cival were not imminent due to 
the permitting hurdles that still 
needed to be cleared. 

“This particular property 
owner owns a good amount of 
units in the area. We have no is-
sue with assisting with reloca-
tion and finding places before 
any construction starts, and cer-
tainly, we will work with those 
tenants in doing that before we 
get underway with any of the 
renovations,” said Lynds. 

Neel Batra, a member of 
the GSNA Board, followed up 
on the previous question and 
asked if the plan was for tem-
porary relocation, where the 

tenants would be able to move 
back in following renovations. 
Lynds indicated he was unsure 
about those plans but empha-
sized, “The concept is to not 
have any evictions in order to 
proceed with this renovation.”

Batra also wanted to clarify 
why two addresses were listed 
in this project. Lynds confirmed 
that it was because two proper-
ties currently occupy a single 
lot, which would be changed as 
part of the subdivision. 

Lynds also highlighted the 
feedback from the abutters 
meeting regarding the project. 
He indicated that many ques-
tions were similar to those 
asked during this GSNA meet-
ing and did not recall any op-
position. 

One resident asked if there 
were future plans for the Orle-
ans Street building. Lynds said 

it could change, but currently, 
there are no plans. 

Finally, Batra wanted to 
know about the evidence that 
shows the 1-4 Percival building 
being six units because Lynds 
mentioned that there was ev-
idence that dates back to the 
1950s. 

Lynds cited the property’s 
building jacket and conflicting 
references in the building per-
mits. He also added that ten-
ants would say the building has 
six units, six kitchens, and six 
bathrooms. 

Ultimately, eligible voters 
elected to support the project 
8-2 in an online poll that was 
open until last Wednesday. 

For more information about 
the GSNA, visit its website at 
https://www.govestreet.org/
home. The next GSNA meeting 
is scheduled for March 24.

GSNA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

supplies and other basic needs. 
United Way of Massachusetts 
Bay will distribute the funds to 
19 organizations in Lawrence, 
Lynn, Quincy, East Boston, 
Boston and Chelsea.

“This gift helps close out the 
Foundation’s 25th Anniversary 
and ring in the new year high-
lighting our core principle: Giv-
ing people the tools they need 
to build hope is an essential in-
gredient in the development of 
individuals, families and build-
ing stronger communities,” said 
Eileen Cohen, Board Chair, 
National Grid Foundation. “We 
also know that small amounts 
of emergency assistance in a 
time of financial crisis can pre-
vent families from losing their 
homes, going without heat, ex-
periencing food insecurity or 
going without other essential 
needs.”

The Foundation, represen-
tatives from the three United 
Ways, Chelsea City Manager 
Fidel Maltez, and other state 
and local elected officials gath-
ered to announce the funding at 
The Neighborhood Developers 
facility in Chelsea on February 
10, at 10 a.m. During the short 
speaking program, select com-
munity members spoke about 
the personal impact of the grant 
dollars on their family.

“We are honored to host this 
event and deeply grateful to the 
National Grid Foundation for its 
incredible generosity in award-
ing $1.3 million to the United 
Way Family Fund,” said Rafael 

Mares, Executive Director of 
The Neighborhood Developers. 
“This support has a tremen-
dous impact—helping families 
across the Commonwealth keep 
their utilities on, avoid eviction, 
and put food on their tables. 
In 2024 alone, TND assisted 
nearly 300 families with over 
$180,000 in utility assistance, 
and with this funding, we look 
forward to helping even more 
households in need.”

United Way of Massachusetts 
Bay has administered emergen-
cy assistance and flexible funds 
to households across the region 
since 1976. The funds are to 
assist individuals or families 
with an unanticipated emergen-
cy (e.g., job loss, health crisis) 
or to help individuals enrolled 
with a partner agency take steps 
toward financial stability.

“We know that rising housing 
costs, decreasing housing va-
cancies, skyrocketing food and 
consumer prices, inflation, and 
shifting labor markets can make 
it more challenging for families 
to meet their basic needs. This 
often forces families to fall 
behind on paying their utility 
bills,” said Daphne Principe 
Griffin, Interim CEO of Unit-
ed Way of Massachusetts Bay. 
“Through the generosity of the 
National Grid Foundation and 
the work of our partners we are 
helping communities not only 
survive winter, but thrive all 
year round through these fund-
ing programs and supports.”

Here in Massachusetts, 20% 

of households reported they 
were unable to pay an energy 
bill or unable to pay the full 
bill amount at least once over 
the past year. That’s according 
to U.S. Census data. The state’s 
annual home heating forecast 
anticipated a colder winter 
compared to 2024, with mod-
erately higher energy prices, in-
cluding electricity, natural gas, 
and propane.

“Our mission in our office 
is helping those in need the 
most and this goes a long way 
to helping residents that I rep-
resent, particularly those who 
need a lift at this time during 
the winter months when getting 
fuel assistance is not an easy en-
deavor,” said Senator Sal DiDo-
menico. “We have a lot of folks 
that talk about helping people in 
our communities, but they don’t 
always step up to the plate and 
do it. And the fact that we have 
National Grid Foundation help-
ing these families is really a big 
deal for us.

“This much-needed funding 
will have a significant impact 
on the Cape and Islands en-
suring our neighbors in need 
don’t have to choose between 
heat or food – that’s the reali-
ty many living here year-round 
are facing,” said Mark Skala, 
president/CEO of the Cape and 
Islands United Way. “We are 
so grateful for this investment 
in the community by National 
Grid Foundation.”

“We are grateful for our re-
lationship with the National 

Grid Foundation. Their enor-
mous support will provide sub-
stantial and immediate relief to 
thousands of residents in Cen-
tral Massachusetts,” said Tim 
Garvin, Executive Director of 
United Way of Central Massa-
chusetts. “We distributed the 
funds to Catholic Charities, 
Central Mass Housing Alli-
ance, Elder Services, Project 
New Hope, Veterans Inc., and 
Worcester Community Action 
Council for energy assistance.” 

President and CEO, Veter-
an’s Inc, Vincent J. Perrone 
continued by expressing his 
sincerest gratitude to the foun-
dation, “this donation will help 
to provide over 6,000 of our 
veterans and their families with 
safe and stable housing ser-
vices . . . a complex task, [that] 
we could not begin to achieve 
without the support of commu-
nity partners like United Way of 
Central MA.”

The National Grid Founda-
tion was created to enhance the 
quality of life across its grant 
making territory. The Founda-
tion’s ongoing challenge is to 
create opportunities for solu-
tions to educational and envi-
ronmental issues. Its objective 
is based on the principle that 
giving people the tools to build 
hope is an essential ingredient 
in the development of individu-
als, families, and communities. 
Since its inception in December 
of 1998, has granted more than 
$43 million to local community 
organizations. www.national-

gridfoundation.com
United Way of Massachu-

setts Bay exists to build more 
equitable communities, togeth-
er. With over 85 years of local 
impact in eastern Massachu-
setts, we work with and for our 
communities to build economic 
prosperity and enable every-
one–across races and ethnici-
ties–to share in the knowledge, 
wealth and resources available. 
We believe that the key to un-
locking opportunity is uniting 
people, and we bring together 
individuals, community lead-
ers, corporate partners, legisla-
tors and organizations to build 
a powerful engine of change. 
Visit www.unitedwaymassbay.
org for more information.

United Way of Central Mas-
sachusetts is dedicated to cre-
ating a healthier and more re-
silient community by fostering 
youth opportunities, enhancing 
financial security, and connect-
ing people and resources to sup-
port those in need. Through the 
enormous support of our donors 
and volunteers we work every 
day to improve the community 
for everyone.

The Cape and Islands Unit-
ed Way leads social impact in 
the region. Partnering with do-
nors, volunteers, and nonprofit 
organizations, our mission is to 
improve lives by mobilizing the 
caring power of our commu-
nities to advance the common 
good on Cape Cod, Martha’s 
Vineyard and Nantucket.

Donation // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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To place a 
memoriam, 
please call 

781-485-0588

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Anthony Fiorino
Retired Boston Emergency Medical Services 

Lieutenant
A Funeral Mass was cele-

brated in Sacred Heart Church 
on Friday, February 28, for An-
thony P. Fiorino, who passed 
away on February 23, at 85 
years of age. Interment fol-
lowed in St. Michael Cemetery, 
Boston.

Born and raised in East Bos-
ton, he was the son of Vincenzo 
and Giuseppa Fiorino. Anthony 
attended schools in East Boston 
and following his graduation 
from High School, he continued 
his education by taking several 
classes before obtaining a posi-
tion with Boston’s Emergency 
Medical Services. He enjoyed a 
very rewarding career with the 
company which spanned over 
54 years until his retirement at 
the rank of Lieutenant. Antho-
ny was well known and well 
respected throughout the com-
pany and the community due to 
his unparalleled commitment 
and devotion to his work.

The beloved husband of the 
late Dolores M. (Pasqualini) 
Fiorino, he was the loving fa-
ther of Anna Maria Esposito 
and her husband, Guy of East 
Boston, Josephine Caruso 
and her husband, Amerigo of 
Waltham, Mary Anne Fiorino 
and Abe Benchalh of Danvers, 
Toni Anna Fiorino of East Bos-
ton, Theresa Fiorino of Lynn 
and the late Baby Dolores 
Fiorino, Teresa Fiorino and her 
late husband, James Toy, Jen-
nifer Fiorino McDonough and 

her husband, Shaun of Bridge-
water and he is also survived 
by Anne Lynch, Dan and Doug 
Lannon and their children. He 
was the cherished grandfather 
of Riccardo, Anthony and So-
phia Caruso, Gabriel and Am-
ina Rose Benchalh, Christian 
and Alexis Luti, Isabella Fiori-
no, Matthew Fiorino, Nicholas 
Toy, Tristan, Isabella and So-
phia McDonough; adored great 
grandfather of Luca, Sonny and 
Isabella and the dear brother 
of Charles Fiorino, Vincenzo 
Fiorino, Jennie Privatera, Jose-
phine Cheffro and the late Phil 
and Joseph Fiorino. He is also 
survived by many cousins.

To send online condolenc-
es, please visit www.vertuc-
ciosmithvazza.com. Funeral 
arrangements entrusted to the 
care and direction of the Ver-
tuccio Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals, Re-
vere.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

In Loving Memory of 

Michael Jones
1985 — 2015

10 Year Anniversary

My Dearest Nephew,
How constantly we think of you,
With hearts and eyes that fill,
The love in life we had for you,
In death grows stronger still.

Let the winds of love blow softly
And whisper for you to hear,
We love and miss you dearly,

As it dawns another year.
Love,

Aunti & Family

In Loving Memory of 

Michael Jones 
1985-2015

10 Year Anniversary

We walked together, you and I.
A mother and her son.

We had hopes and dreams for 
tomorrow,

But tomorrow didn't come.
We walked together, you and I.

We talked, we laughed, we loved.
We shared so many happy times
And for that, I thank God above.
We walked together, you and I.

But only for a short time.
For all too soon it ended

Leaving broken hearts behind.
And even though I miss you,

More than words can say,
I thank God that I got to walk 

with you
Every moment of each day.

Love Mom

Mom, It’s hard to believe you have 
been gone a year today.

We can still feel your Hugs, hear your 
Laughter, and see your Smiles.

You may not be with us today, although you 
will Forever Be In Our Hearts.

Lois Pagliuca

Lois 
Pagliuca

March 2, 2024 - March 2, 2025

First 
Anniversary

You are Deeply Missed…
Rest Peacefully Mom, We Love You

Love, 
Your Children, Grandchildren 

&  Great Grandchildren

EASTIE MAN FOUND 
GUILTY OF ASSAULT

A Suffolk County jury found 
Damien Knighton, 41, of East 
Boston guilty of six counts of 
indecent assault and battery on 
a person over 14. 

Knighton will be sentenced 
Friday, March 14 at 10 a.m. be-
fore Judge Debra Squires-Lee 
in courtroom 907 in Suffolk 
Superior Court. 

Knighton was charged with 
seven counts of indecent as-
sault and battery on a person 
over 14 involving four victims 
during his time as a medical as-
sistant at a Mass General Hos-
pital health care center located 
at 388 Commonwealth Avenue. 

The Commonwealth is rep-
resented by ADA Rita Muse. 
Knighton is represented by at-
torney Steven Sack. 

“These incidents were egre-
gious personal and ethical vio-
lations in a place of treatment 
and trust, and I thank the jury 
for recognizing them for what 

News in Brief

See BRIEF Page 10
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Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

Josh Kraft greets long-time East Boston High School 
teacher Lorraine “Dreamie” Cioffi at the campaign 
reception.

Josh Kraft greets Debbie Marzano at the cam-
paign reception held Feb. 26 at the Hilton Garden 
Inn.

Mayoral candidate Josh Kraft and Dr. Sherri Raftery.

Mayoral candidate Josh Kraft greets Jack Fabbo and 
Shirley Fabbo at the campaign reception.

Josh Kraft thanks Lisa Capogreco Cappuccio and Gina 
Guange for helping to organize the meet-and-greet 
event.

Mayoral candidate Josh Kraft greets supporters, Ella Pizza 
and Bea Doran, at the meet-and-greet event.

Large crowd attends campaign reception for Josh Kraft in East Boston
Special to the Patriot-Bridge

A large crowd attended a 
campaign reception for Boston 
mayoral candidate Josh Kraft 
last Wednesday at the Hilton 
Garden Inn, East Boston.

Approximately 200 support-
ers, mostly from the East Bos-

ton neighborhood, joined Kraft 
at the meet-and-greet event. 
It was the second campaign 
gathering of the week in which 
Kraft packed a room with sup-
porters. The Boston Herald re-
ported Sunday that Kraft host-
ed a well-attended fundraiser at 
Davio’s Northern Italian Steak-

house in the Seaport District 
last week.

Gina Guange, catering man-
ager at the hotel, provided the 
introductory remarks at the re-
ception.

“I want to start by thanking 
all of you for coming to to-
night’s event,’ said Guange.

“I’m going to keep it brief 
because there are a lot of you 
here tonight and I know Josh 
wants to speak to each one of 
you. 

I have known Josh Kraft for 
25 years by working with the 
Boys and Girls Club of Chel-
sea.  He has accomplished so 

much since then which he will 
share with you tonight.

One of his best qualities is 
that he is someone who is hum-
ble - he genuinely cares and he 
listens to what people have to 
say.

See KRAFT Page 9

For Advertising 
Rates, 

Call 781-485-0588
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm;    
Sun: 8am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, MARCH 6TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY MARCH 12TH 2025

Best Yet Corned Beef .................................... $8.99/lb
Krakus Imported Polish Ham .........................$6.99/lb
Margherita Hot Cappicola .............................$6.99/lb
Stella Slicing Provolone ................................. $5.99/lb
Hans Kissle Red Bliss Potato Salad ............ $4.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, March 7th through Sunday, March 9th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples ...................$2.99
Fresh & Sweet Mangos ..................................2/$3.00
Tasty Bite Size Grape Tomatoes pint pkg .2/$3.00
Green Giant Baby Carrots 1 lb bag .............2/$3.00
Sweet & Juicy Large Size Honeydew ................$3.99

BAKERY
Table Talk Asst. Crumb Cakes ........................... $4.99
Raspberry Burst Cookies 10pk  ...................... $4.99

DELI
Best Yet Roast Beef ................................... $11.99/lb

PRODUCE
All Purpose Russet Potatoes 5lb Bag .............$1.99

MEAT
Grade A Chicken Wings .................................$2.99/lb

GROCERY
Pepsi 2 Liter ................................... 2/$4.00 plus deposit

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Center Cut Steaks ........................................$5.99/lb
Top Round Roast ............................................$5.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Tenders .............................$2.99/lb
Split Chicken Breast .................................... $2.49/lb
Hatfield Bacon ..................................................... $7.99
Al Fresco Breakfast Patties ....................... 2/$8.00

Kraft Macaroni & Cheese ......................... 10/$10.00
(single box only)

Chobani Greek Yogurt ............................... 10/$10.00
Kellogg's Raisin Bran Cereal ..........................2/$7.00
Folgers Ground Coffee ........................................$4.99

(ex: decaf)
Cheez- Its  ........................................................2/$7.00
Tide Simply Liquid Laundry Detergent ........2/$7.00
Skippy Peanut Butter .................................... 2/$5.00
Betty Crocker Helpers ...................................4/$5.00
B&M Baked Beans 28 oz .............................. 2/$5.00
Cain's Mayonnaise 30 oz ...................................$4.99
Gorton's Frozen Haddock Fillets ..................... $7.99
Stouffers Pizza ............................................4/$10.00
Pepperidge Farm Frozen Garlic Bread .........2/$7.00
Tropicana Orange Juice 46 oz .....................2/$8.00
Philadelphia Soft Cream Cheese ..................2/$7.00

Bakery
Bakerhaus Sour Dough Bread ............................$3.29
Dere St. Scones 3 pk ..........................................$4.39
Cinnamon Rolls 6 pk ............................................$4.99

Kraft // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

START YOUR 
JOURNEY TODAY!
JOIN A TRADE. 
BUILD A FUTURE. 

Earn While You Learn – Get paid while 
you train with expert mentors.

Zero Student Debt – Hands-on education 
without the burden of loans.

Great Pay & Benefits – Competitive 
wages, healthcare, and retirement plans.

Job Security – High demand for skilled 
workers means steady work.

Career Growth – Opportunities to advance 
and become a leader in your trade.

Paul Capurso, Dave Arinella, mayoral candidate Josh Kraft, and 
Yawkey Baseball League legend Steve Walsh.

East Boston’s well-known Capogreco family shows its support for Josh Kraft (center). From left, are Pat 
Capogreco, Lisa Capogreco Cappuccio, Maria Capogreco, and Vincenzo Capogreco.

Mayoral candidate Josh Kraft greets East Boston supporters Kathy 
Orlando, Mary Berninger, and Susan Luongo as they arrive for the 
campaign reception at Hilton Garden Inn Hotel.

When I found out that Josh 
was considering a run for May-
or of Boston, I could not think 
of a better person to bring this 
city together,” said Guange.

Josh Kraft thanked the peo-

ple in the function room for 
their support and then delivered 
a speech that highlighted his vi-
sion for Boston and addressed 
some of the key issues in the 
city of Boston.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

We have reminders on our 
calendar to license our dog in 
March. Typically, we receive 
email and snail mail reminders 
from the City of Boston. Mas-
sachusetts law requires all dogs 
to be licensed with their city or 
town by April 1st of each year. 

There are many good reasons 
to license your dog. In addition 
to being a legal requirement, 
licensing dogs is a form of ad-
vocacy. Adding your residence 
to the list of homes with dogs 
supports organizations fighting 
for services for those who share 
their lives with companion ani-
mals. 

It’s easy for politicians to ig-
nore the wishes of dog owners 
when setting funds for recre-
ational space and services when 
the official number of dogs is 

vastly decreased by those who 
don’t get a license. In addi-
tion, dog walkers, kennels, dog 
parks, and some residential 
buildings require licensing.

Finally, the lack of a license 
says something about you 
should you ever face a legal 
situation regarding your dog. 
Something that might result in 
a warning could escalate to a 
fine when an enforcement of-
ficial sees you as a scofflaw. 
In the case of a lawsuit or an 
insurance issue, your lack of a 
license could undermine your 
credibility.

Rabies Vaccination Required
You must have proof of a 

current rabies vaccination to 
license your dog. With rabies 
vaccinations, you don’t have 
a choice since state law re-
quires, “Each owner or keeper 

of a dog, cat or ferret that is 6 
months of age or older shall 

cause such dog, cat or ferret to 
be vaccinated against rabies by 
a licensed veterinarian using a 
licensed vaccine ...” 

However, Massachusetts is 
one state that allows medical 
exemptions for rabies vac-
cinations. There are precise 
guidelines that begin with your 
veterinarian explaining to the 
licensing agency why your dog 
should not be vaccinated at 
this time. Refer to Chapter 93 
Section 145B of Massachusetts 
laws for details.

Below are the Low-cost 
Rabies Clinics scheduled in 
Boston. Your municipality 
may have a similar program. 
Non-residents can’t license 
their dogs at these clinics. 
However, they can get a rabies 
vaccination for $10.

RABIES VACCINE FEES 
for Cats and Dogs

• Boston residents: $5
• Boston residents over the 

age of 70: $2 
• Non-residents: $10

2025  Clinic Dates 
and Locations

• DORCHESTER | MARCH 

1. BCYF Perkins Community 
Center | 155 Talbot Ave. 

• WEST ROXBURY | 
MARCH 15. BCYF Roche 
Community Center | 1716 Cen-
tre St.

• SOUTH END | APRIL 5. 
Animal Rescue League of Bos-
ton | 10 Chandler St.

• DORCHESTER | MARCH 
1. BCYF Perkins Community 
Center | 155 Talbot Ave.

• JAMAICA PLAIN | MAY 
3. BCYF Curtis Hall Commu-
nity Center | 20 South St.

• EAST BOSTON | MARCH 
29. BCYF Pino Community 
Center | 86 Boardman St.

• CHARLESTOWN | APRIL 
12. BCYF Charlestown Com-
munity Center | 255 Medford 
St.

• ROXBURY | MAY 31. 
BCYF Condon Community 
Center | 200 D St.

• SOUTH BOSTON | MAY 
17. BCYF Condon Community 
Center | 200 D St.

Do you have a question or 
topic for City Paws? Email 
Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

Support local news & grow 
Your Business with local

ONLINE ADVERTISING
Clients & customers

are just a CLICK 
away if you advertise 

ONLINE
Call (781) 485-0588 

or email your Rep.

ask about our
COMBO RATES

ask about our
COMBO RATES

maximize 
your exposure

maximize 
your exposure

THE

INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPER GROUP

reverejournal.com • winthroptranscript.com • lynnjournal.com
everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 

charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com • thebostonsun.com
northendregionalreview.com • jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

proportional
1/2 size ad space

skyscraper ads
160px-by-600px

$300/mo

1/2 size ads
160px-by-300px

$150/mo

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
charlestownads@hotmail.com
deb@reverejournal.com

City Paws

License your dog

 We received our license at the well-organized Animal Rescue League Clinic last year. 

they were.  I am grateful for the 
victims who bravely recounted 
Damien Knighton’s actions, 
and I thank the prosecutor, 
victim witness advocate and 

police investigators for their 
diligent work in bringing this 
defendant to justice,” District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden said.

Briefs//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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When you change your clocks, 
check your alarms

With daylight saving time 
beginning on March 9, Mas-
sachusetts fire officials are 
reminding residents to check 
their smoke and carbon mon-
oxide (CO) alarms when they 
change their clocks.

“Working smoke and CO 
alarms are your family’s first 
line of defense against an emer-
gency at home,” said State Fire 
Marshal Jon M. Davine. “As 
we spring forward this week-
end, remember to check your 
alarms when you change your 
clocks. Be sure they’re present 
on every level of your home 
and within their useful lifes-
pan. And unless you have new-
er alarms with sealed, long-life 
batteries, this is a great time to 
replace the alkaline batteries in 
all your alarms.”

“Smoke and CO alarms are 
like any other appliance – they 
don’t last forever,” said Fox-
borough Fire Chief Michael 
Kelleher, president of the Fire 
Chiefs Association of Mas-
sachusetts. “An alarm’s man-
ufacturing date is printed on 
the back of the device. Smoke 
alarms need to be replaced after 
10 years, and carbon monoxide 
alarms need to be replaced af-
ter 5, 7, or 10 years, depend-
ing on the make and model. If 
your alarm is out of date, or if 
there’s no date at all, it’s time to 
replace it.”

Most Fire Deaths Take Place 
at Home Overnight

Of the 50 fire deaths in Mas-
sachusetts last year,[1] 80% 
took place in dwellings – and 
more than half of these took 
place between 8:00 pm and 
7:00 am. Overall, DFS code 
compliance officers could only 
confirm that smoke alarms 
were present and operated 
at about 35% of the fatal fire 
scenes they inspected.

“Here in Massachusetts, 
most fire deaths take place at 
home and they’re most com-
mon during the overnight 
hours when we’re sleeping,” 
State Fire Marshal Davine 
said. “Tragically, we see this 
fact pattern play out again and 
again, especially with seniors 
in homes without working 
smoke alarms.”
Older Adults at Greatest Risk

More than half of last year’s 
residential fire deaths involved 
adults aged 65 and older. State 
Fire Marshal Davine and Chief 
Kelleher asked residents to 
check in on older relatives, 
friends, and neighbors who 
may need help installing, test-
ing, or replacing their alarms. 
Seniors can also contact their 
local fire department, council 
on aging, or senior center for 
assistance.

Coletta Zapata announces community budget town halls 
Special to the Times-Free Press

Boston City Councilor Ga-
briela Coletta Zapata is hosting 
a series of Budget Town Halls 
across District One to engage 
directly with residents and 
gather input on budget priori-
ties ahead of the City Council’s 
annual budget review for fiscal 
year 2026-2027.

“Budget Town Halls pro-
vide a valuable opportunity 
to shape my advocacy efforts 
and ensure our district’s prior-
ities are reflected in the city’s 
budget,” said Councilor Colet-
ta Zapata. “Last year, we suc-
cessfully secured funding for 
trash containerization, expand-
ed overtime for pest control 
inspectors, ESOL classes for 
parents, the right to counsel for 
residents, expanded city hous-
ing vouchers, and increased 

youth employment opportuni-
ties. The budget process allows 
us to invest in essential services 
and address critical issues like 
housing affordability, educa-
tion, and climate preparedness. 
I look forward to hearing from 
residents in the coming weeks!”

This marks the fourth year 
the Boston City Council has 
the authority to reject, reduce, 
amend, or approve line items 
in the city’s operating budget. 
In April, the Mayor’s Office 
will submit the initial proposals 
for the city’s operating, capi-
tal, and Boston Public Schools 
budgets to the Council. Budget 
hearings, chaired by Councilor 
Brian Worrell (District 4), will 
begin shortly thereafter and 
continue through June. The 
Council is expected to vote on 
the finalized budget by the end 
of June, with approved mea-

sures taking effect on July 1, 
2025.

Additionally, this budget cy-
cle will feature the city’s sec-
ond participatory budgeting 
process, allowing residents to 
contribute ideas and recom-
mendations. To learn more 
about how to get involved, visit 
boston.gov/departments/partic-
ipatory-budgeting.

The Budget Town Halls will 

be held on the following dates:
East Boston – Thursday, 

March 20 at 6:00 PM, East 
Boston Public Library, 365 
Bremen Street

Charlestown – Thursday, 
April 3 at 6:00 PM, Judy Evers 
Community Room, Boston Po-
lice Station, 20 Vine Street

North End/Wharf District – 
Tuesday, April 8 at 6:30 PM, 
Nazzaro Community Center, 

30 N. Bennet Street
Translation services, child-

care, and food will be provided 
at all Budget Town Hall meet-
ings.

For more information, please 
contact the Office of Council-
or Gabriela Coletta Zapata at 
(617) 635-3200 or email gabri-
ela.ramirez@boston.gov.

buy one AD get 
SECOND ½ OFF

MARCH

Minimum 8-inch – 2x4 Block
(3.56”-by-4”) ad size for promo.   

Not to be combined with any other promos or discounted 
rates offered by the Independent Newspaper Group.

MADNESS

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 
Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 
Army watches over Everett 
as the snow falls last Friday 
morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do without. Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to Colombia’s vibrant cul-ture, colors, sounds and dense natural scenery. For this mural at Ashley and Boardman, Ortiz took both of these factors and put them down taking nature’s elements from Eastie.This is not the first time Redgate has com-missioned local artists for work in the commu-nity. The developer hired cross-medium artist Mia Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting which is the signature feature of Addison Street project’s lobby.  Cross, a Boston-based artist who is originally from Framingham – has been featured in numer-ous galleries and exhibits throughout New England and New York, and her work lives in private col-lections throughout Eu-rope and the United States. 
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TRASH DELAYDue to the Martin Luther King Holiday on Monday January 17, 2022,Trash will be delayed by one day
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in Orient Heights knows the area near the Marty Pino Community Center where Ashley Street dumps out onto Boardman can be a dangerous area for pedes-trians and motorists. With a community cen-ter and neighboring Noyes Park hosting hundreds of children each week once the weather gets warm the city has heard enough complaints about the in-tersection to begin trying something different. Since last March the Boston Transportation Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic calming measures includ-ing installing permanent traffic cones to demon-strate the city’s plan to transform the triangular intersection into a more user friendly area for mo-torists and pedestrians. Recently, Redgate, the developers of the 230-unit apartment community on Addison Street, teamed up with the City of Bos-ton’s Tactical Urbanism Initiative to create a safer intersection at Ashley and Boardman streets.Redgate commissioned celebrated Colombian art-ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-fic cones into a work of art. 
Ortiz’s now completed mural incorporates imag-ery of native wildlife from Belle Isle Marsh into a public art piece for all to enjoy while drawing atten-tion to the traffic calming measures that have been deployed by the city. The commissioning of Ortiz was part of a com-munity benefits mitigation package in connection with Redgate’s Addison Street project and was funded through the Addi-son project in collabora-tion with the tactical ur-banism initiative 

“The place we have created at Addison is very welcoming and hopefully inspiring to the artist com-munity, and these won-derful pieces of public art reflect that idea,” said Da-mian Szary, a Principal at Redgate. “Felipe’s street mural not only has created great beauty for all of East Boston to appreciate, but it will actually contribute to improved public safety at the Ashley and Boardman intersection.”Ortiz’s unique murals are a fusion of artistic themes representing the urban scenery from the U.S., its vast landscape, and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston Licensing Board approved plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ restaurant on the corner of Border and Decatur Street inside a commercial space created by NOAH (East Boston Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) as part of its Coppersmith Village project. According to the pro-posal before the Licensing Board last week, Pearl & Lime Restaurant, which will be managed and part-ly owned  by lifelong East-ie resident Vanik Hacopi-an, plans to obtain a seven day all alcoholic license for the planned 3,626 square foot restaurant. At-torney Andrew Upton told the board his clients plan to create 3,071 square feet inside and an additional 555 square foot season-al outdoor patio with 40 seats. Upton said the patio would close by 10 a.m. but the indoor portion of the restaurant would remain open until 1 a.m. “Pearl and Lime is a fresh pan-Latin concept with neighborhood price points and a commit-

ment to being part of the community,” said Upton. “Fresh food and a com-fortable modern atmo-sphere and decor will be the calling cards of this new neighborhood restau-rant. The character and fitness of this applicant is clear. This is the team that’s behind Pearl and Lime in Quincy and are a family friendly, fresh pan-Latin concept that has become a neighborhood fixture and has had no vio-lations or complaints from their neighbors. They’ve proven this concept and are excited about this East Boston location. Further their landlord, NOAH, has chosen this team due to their sensitivity to the res-idents, the neighbors and the community.”The planned restaurant approved last week re-ceived support from City Councilor Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro as well as the Maverick Square Neighborhood As-sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to repre-sent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house clean-ers can write laws: they know as workers, as wom-en, as immigrants and people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and they know when our gov-ernment needs to do more to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-ford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s rent, to live each day breathing in air pol-lution and to worry about tomorrow as the sea levels continue to rise. Together, with our pain and purpose, we will fight for laws and the social conditions that protect people, communi-ties and our planet. I am excited for the journey ahead.”
The election took place across the district during Tuesday’s frigid state gen-eral election and included Wards and Precincts in Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-jtop, the North End, Bea-con Hill, Bay Village, Chinatown, the South End and Cambridgeport. With no Republican challenger on the ballot Edwards’s win was all but guaranteed Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-vere School Committee member Anthony D’Am-brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik Hacopian talks about his new restaurant concept at last week’s Licensing Board hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 
on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 
on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.
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The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 
beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 
Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 
(right) listens as Eugene 
O’Flaherty reads a proc-
lamation honoring the 
Rev. Healy’s outstanding 
service to the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home where he 
served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge
Just a few weeks ago, Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, Peru, where he cared for indige-nous residents in a makeshift clinic in an abandoned warehouse with-out modern tools or electricity.  Making the best of rudimentary resources, he and his team pushed three chairs together to form an exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to provide expert medical care to local patients, many of whom are migrant workers and families of the remote villages in Central and South America.  Seeing firsthand the disparities in healthcare access and technology in non-industrial-ized countries has inspired the pri-mary care sports medicine doctor to do more.
“The nearest hospital for most people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough to have transportation,” says Dr. Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians Group doctor who was introduced to the volunteer program when working as an urgent care phy-sician in New York City several years ago. “In these remote com-munities, we see a lot of dietary, skeletal and muscular issues. We bring what supplies and medica-tions we can with us, but it never feels like enough. More volunteers are needed to meet people where they live and provide the care these residents need to survive.” Dr. Mulroy typically sees patients at the North Shore Physicians Group practice in Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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charlestown

CnC CORnERThe Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development 

Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 

at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences 

building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will 

be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 

Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow 

Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) will be hosting a virtual Impact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-ing on the Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic Avenue project. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 from  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-1Kh to participate. However, the BPDA advised that this meeting will be different from that of a traditional com-munity meeting. As part of the development review process, IAG members work closely with BPDA staff to identify the impacts of a project and recommend appro-priate community benefits to off-set those impacts. IAG meetings prioritize discussion between the developer and IAG members.Developers looking to convert a 60,089 square foot parcel in an industrial corner of Charlestown between Sullivan Square and Somerville into a 25-story mixed-use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency in November. 
The filing for the project at 1 Mystic Ave. triggered a public comment period under the BPDA’s Article 80 Large Project Review and residents can submit com-ments until January 26 at http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/one-mys-tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the BPDA back in January the devel-opers, One Mystic Owner, have made changes to the project after meetings with the community and BPDA. 
When the developer filed its PNF, they looked to construct 695 residential units in a 29 story building with ground food com-mercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site cur-rently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn 
of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 
administration, as well as amid 
an influx of new blood into the 
City Council.

 “I’m really proud of my 
new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 
They really care about the city 
and their neighborhoods. And 
I’m equally proud of the current 
councilors and look forward to 
a productive term working with 
Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 
was unanimously voted in as the 
new council president for a two-
year term  by his fellow council-

T H U R S D AY,  J A n U A RY  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 
to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter. 
“Lights in the Necklace” is a 
unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 
trees, in the Emerald Necklace 
will be awash with an emerald 
glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 
celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 
bring visitors together, inspire 
and light the way in challenging 
times. Enjoy the lighting on a 
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 
daily. Also delight in the ten 

(emerAlD necklAce Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and 
District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments
By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
press conference on January 10 
to provide updates on the public 
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 
and Cass have been driven by a 
public health and housing-led 
approach,” Wu said, adding that 
the encampments “are not a safe 
or healthy place for anyone to be 
living.” 

There is no heat or running 
water and fires have broken out 
in the area as people attempt to 
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing 
issues around frostbite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,” 
Wu said. 

The Wu administration has 
surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mAss/cAss Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHYThe entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-
line set by Mayor Michelle 
Wu to clear out the homeless 
encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-
al meeting of the South End, 
Newmarket, Roxbury Working 
Group on Addiction, Recovery, 
and Homelessness on Tuesday, 
Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 
only temporarily remedy the 
problem and the encampments, 
along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working grouP Pg. 4)

By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 
Eliot School are fuming over the 
introduction of the so-called ‘10-
point’ penalty placed on some 
high performing Boston Public 
Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 
exam school like Boston Latin, 
Boston Latin Academy and the 
O’Bryant. 

The Eliot, which serves many 
students from Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 
to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(eliot school Pg. 7)
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By Dan MurphyAs the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn of 
Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-
istration, as well as amid an influx 
of new blood into the City Coun-
cil.

“I’m really proud of my new 
colleagues who just started and 
are off to a strong start. They real-
ly care about the city and their 
neighborhoods. And I’m equally 
proud of the current councilors 
and look forward to a productive 
term working with Mayor Wu,” 
said Flynn, who was unanimously 
voted in as the new council pres-
ident for a two-year term  by his 
fellow councilors during the City 
Council’s first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-
topher A. Iannella Chamber. The Council’s five new mem-

bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-
zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-
or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and 
At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy 
on the Council after Wu was elect-
ed mayor, were on hand for their 
first City Council meeting after 
being sworn in only hours earlier 
at City Hall. 

“The new City Councilors 

BOOK YOUR POST ITCall Your 
Advertising Rep(781)485-0588

Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan MurphyAs the owner of Teddy’s on the 
Hill , which is set to open before 
the end of the month in the Bow-
doin Street space that was home 
for more than a century to The 
Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well 
aware that he has been entrusted 
with carrying on the legacy of a 
fabled Boston institution.“What we’re looking to accom-

plish when we open, first and 
foremost, is keeping the nostalgia 
of one of the most iconic spots in 
the city,” he said.  “And second, 
what can we do to give it a breath 
of fresh air for the neighborhood 
and everyone else?”Long before the inception of 

Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a 
more than 20-year veteran of the 
restaurant industry who most recently co-man-aged the now-shuttered Finn McCool’s in the Financial District, was already well acquainted with The Red Hat, which operated at 9 Bowdoin St. from 1907 until last June, as it was a popular destination for restaurant workers.

“I’ve been coming here for years,” said Nicholson. 
“Just being in the industry, it was 
one of the spots we always used to 
go come to after a game or some-
thing, so I had an idea of the what 
the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for 
ownership and thought what bet-
ter spot to do it in than one of the 
most iconic bars in Boston? “If you’re going to be a bear, 

you mind as well be a grizzly,” he 
added.

Working alongside Nicholson 
at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney 
Nunheimer, general manager, bev-
erage director, and self-described 
“jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER

This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently 

turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware 

Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him 

this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend 

with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on the Hill set to take over old Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL AND D. MURPHY
Above, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which 

will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside 
Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)Undecorating continues this weekend!
We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank 

you to those volunteers who began the process last 

weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you 

decorated if possible or the poles near your home. 

We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the 

out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old 

tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA 

office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. 
Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black 

contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 
Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA 

Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs 
Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off 

Undecorating last weekend.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-ally on January 11 for a make-up December meeting, as there was not a quorum of council members to hold a meeting in December.The Council first heard a pre-sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A Centre St., which requested a change in closing hours as well as the removal of language about a shared valet
SEED Chief of Staff Tomas Gonzalez, as well as CEO April Arrasate were on hand to present the proposal and address com-ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s current hours are 11am to 8pm but their original proposal was for 10am to 10pm, so that is what they are proposing now. “We are trying to get in line with our competitors,” Arrasate said, adding that they believe the 
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Showing you...the way home in JP for decades.

Continued on page 4

By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District E13 of the Boston Police De-partment (BPD) hosted its first virtual police and community relations meeting of 2022. The monthly meeting, which is car-ried out virtually over Zoom, is an opportunity for members of the public to learn about local crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John Dougherty provides Part One crime data assembled by the Bos-ton Regional Intelligence Center. Part One crimes are the most se-rious, and don’t include offenses like vandalism, drug dealing or possession of firearms.Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-trito E13 del Departamento de Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó su primera reunión virtual de rel-aciones comunitarias y policiales de 2022. La reunión mensual, que se lleva a cabo virtualmente a través de Zoom, es una oportuni-dad para que los miembros del público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la aplicación de la ley.En cada reunión, el Sgto. John Dougherty proporciona datos so-bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-unidos por el Centro Regional de Inteligencia de Boston. Los delitos de la Parte Uno son los más graves y no incluyen el van-dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time outside  around Jamaica Pond (above) or fighting the cold with some hot coffee, (right) and, of course,  playing in the snow as can be seen on Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced this month the City of Boston, in collaboration with the Core Empowerment Social Justice Cannabis Museum in Jamaica Plain, will offer a series of free introductory informational ses-sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-ary 18 on the cannabis industry and entrepreneurship for those who intend to operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston. Wu said the objective of these January sessions is to increase the number of equity owned cannabis business licensees and applicants in the City of Boston. “As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to uplift the communities that have lived the harms of previous mar-ijuana laws and enforcement,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-courage all interested entrepre-neurs to use these resources to ensure equitable growth for this emerging industry.”In November of 2019, the City of Boston passed an “Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regula-tion of the Cannabis Industry,” which requires the development of procedures and policies that encourage participation in the regulated cannabis industry by communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

All month longAll month long
Call the office at (781) 485-0588 

with any questions

OR REACH US ONLINE AT
MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM – MAUREEN DIBELLA

CHARLESTOWNADS@HOTMAIL.COM – SIOUX GEROW
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM — DEB DIGREGORIO 

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-cil listened intently Mon-day night as Brian Dakin, construction manager for the new Revere High School project, gave a de-tailed presentation on all aspects of the project, from the timeline for design and construction, to the costs, and the three construction options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide presentation to comple-ment his remarks. For the parents of schoolchildren watching at home, it had to be breathtaking to view the incredible plans for the potential $394 million project. State reimburse-ment would be about $163 million.
“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo announced Revere will ob-serve Martin Luther King Day with “A Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.”, a multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between Revere Public Schools and the City’s Human Rights Commission that will fea-ture music, discussion, and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-vere  and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Council-or Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first wom-an and the first person of color to represent the dis-trict.  
“I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to 
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Council hears presentation on new Revere High School project

Arrigo announces grant program to support local businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new 
Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY CENTERS
Cambridge Health Al-liance (CHA) Women’s Health Centers have a new name. All three cen-ters in Cambridge, Somer-ville and Revere are now called CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers. CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers fo-cus on providing safe and equitable gynecological, reproductive health as well as prenatal and post-natal care. “We care about all of our patients, every day,” said Kate Harney, MD, CHA’s chief of ob-stetrics and gynecology. In 2021, CHA’s Labor, Delivery and Postpar-tum services were named among the top 100 in the country by Newsweek magazine. This recogni-tion, along with a Leap-frog A grade and distin-guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying 

or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling 

agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for 

you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur508.677.5570Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public playground at the Susan B Anthony Complex was empty, filled with snow, instead of playful students Friday morning as Thursday evening’s storm continued to blanket the City Friday morning. 
Shown right, a resident awaits an Uber in the snow.Shown below, early morning on Union Street as the snow starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes Senator-Elect Edwards following election

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional Vocational High School Committee member An-thony Caggiano is urging Revere residents to vote on Jan. 25 in favor of the new high school project that is being planned for the current site in Wake-field.
The referendum will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the St. Anthony’s Church bingo hall. New Elections Commissioner Paul Fahey will oversee the election in Revere. The other 11 com-munities in the district will also be voting on Jan. 25.“The vibes that [North-east] Supt. David DiBarri and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is that they seem very sup-portive of the building of a new [Northeast] high school,” said Caggiano.Caggiano said con-struction costs for the new school would be $317 million, of which the state reimbursement is $141 million. He said that Re-vere’s share of the project would be approximately $1.8 million per year for 20 years.
“The new high school would be built on top of the hill on the Northeast campus where the football field [Breakheart Stadium] is,” said Caggiano. “Once construction is finished, the old school would be demolished. We would then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old school.”
The new Northeast Re-gional high school would have an enrollment of 1,600 students, an increase from the current enroll-ment of 1,300 students.“Revere currently has the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-rigo and the Revere De-partment of Planning and Community Develop-ment (DPCD) announced $415,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to es-tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-gram is aimed at microen-terprises and aims to help those small entrepreneurs as they withstand the con-tinued pressures of operat-ing in a COVID environ-ment. Micro-enterprises are defined as businesses 
See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 
rising number of COVID 
cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 
towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 
we all enjoyed over the 
summer months. 

According to the Direc-
tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 
Clinical Services

Meredith Hurley, RN, 
MPH, the weekly positive 
test rate jumped 82 percent 
when comparing the week 
ending January 1 with the 
week ending December 25.

For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 
residents were tested for 
COVID and 15.8 percent 
were found to be positive. 
This was an 82 percent 
spike from the 8.7 percent 
that tested positive the 
week prior. 

Six percent more resi-
dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 
January 1 so it seems the 
Omnicron variant, which 
makes up nearly all new 
cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 
town. 

The number of con-
firmed cases jumped from 
280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 
Committee met on Jan. 10, 
where the dominant theme 
of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 
to be attended by newly 
elected Town Council Pres. 
James Letterie and School 
Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 
Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 
and members Gus Martucci 
and Suzanne Swope.

Supt. Lisa Howard con-
gratulated and welcomed 
the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-
ed a level of student and 
staff absences never before 
seen in the district. The 
town had predicted a spike 
due to holiday gatherings, 
especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 
rise, but nothing like this.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the 
district was missing 446 
students (almost a quarter 
of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 
While the student absences 
seemed to level off in the 
following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 
$5,000 grant award from 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation for 
FKO’s scholarship program 
to cover tuition costs for 
families in need.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this generous grant 
which expanded access to 
safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 
for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
FKO Executive Director. 
100% of grant funding was 
used to provide scholarship 
assistance that allows low 
and moderate income and 
at-risk school-aged youth 
from Winthrop access to 
quality out-of-school time 
enrichment.

FKO collaborates with 
Winthrop Public Schools 
and other community and 
government partners to 
design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 
of local youth. Through its 
longstanding contract with 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care, FKO provides 
low-income families with 
subsidized programming 
and through its contract 
with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 
Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect, living 
in foster care, or exposed 
to trauma. Together, these 
collaborations help FKO 
connect Winthrop youth to 
safe, healthy enrichment 
opportunities.

With this generous fund-
ing from the East Boston 
Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation FKO will con-
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 
2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 
appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 
dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 
prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 
home in one of the most beautiful 
tree-lined streets in East Milton. 
This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 
street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 
space is yours in this beautifully 
renovated single-family home 
on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens
617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 
home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 
This home features 15 rooms, 7 
bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 
throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 
of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000
Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 
the Street from the Ocean 
with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 
rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 
so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 
Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 
lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 
garage! This home features 
10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 
full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET
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See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 
Terence Delehanty and the 
Town of Winthrop wish 
to provide residents with 
an update on property tax 
bills.

Due to a software er-
ror, third-quarter tax bills 
displayed a 2021 assessed 
value on tax bills rather 
than the 2022 values they 
should have displayed. 
However, the amount due 
listed on individual bills is 
correct.

The Town of Winthrop 
has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 
caused by this error, and 
encourage residents to 
reach out if they have any 
questions,” Delehanty said. 
“However, they should 
rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 
WPS sees historic 
staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrssMon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Bowdoin Street may have 
showed signs of a wintery 
cold day on the outside, but 
all are warmly welcomed 
inside.
Shown right, Matteo Cantu 
was out with his dad Dane, 
building a snow castle.
Shown below, residents 
make their way Winthrop’s 
boat launching ramp for a 
boat ride. See more photos 
on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise

T h e  N o r T h  e N d
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PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER THURSDAY

By John Lynds 
The COVID 19 virus continues to spread across the North End and the surrounding area with 2 out of every 10 residents tested for the virus last week turning out to be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate citywide as Boston hospitals deal with the latest surge. According to the weekly report released Monday by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC), 3,278     North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and Downtown residents were tested and 22 percent were posi-tive. This was a 46 percent increase from the 15.1 percent that tested positive between December 27 and January 3. The weekly positive test rate is up 127 percent in the area since December 27. Seven hundred twenty-one additional residents have been infected with the virus between January 3 and January 10 and the total number of cases in the area increased to 6,419 cases overall since the pandemic began.
(coViD Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make 

a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston 

Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.
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By John Lynds
Tuesday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to represent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cambridge, Revere and Winthrop for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house cleaners can write laws: they know as workers, as women, as immigrants and people of color, about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government needs to do more to guarantee their rights and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what it’s like to be unable to afford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(eDWArDs Pg. 11)Area’s COVID positive test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now Senator-Elect Edwards
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Special to the Times-Free Press

On March 2, one of the cold-
est days of the year, 200 brave 
souls plunged into the icy 
32-degree waters of Constitu-
tion Beach in East Boston for 
the 15th Annual JetBlue Sham-
rock Splash. The water was 
cold, but the shore was colder 
at a crisp ten degrees. The shiv-
ering crowd was a medley of 
people decked out in bathing 
suits and silly costumes like 
sharks and flamingoes who 
screamed and cheered as they 
ran into Boston Harbor for the 
big splash a little after noon.

The Shamrock Splash is a 
fundraiser hosted by the non-
profit Save the Harbor/Save 
the Bay in partnership with 
JetBlue for Save the Harbor’s 

Better Beaches Grant Program. 
The Better Beaches Grant Pro-
gram awards small grants to 
individuals and organizations 
who produce free events in the 
summer on the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation’s 
public beaches from Nahant to 
Nantasket.

Chris Mancini, Save the 
Harbor’s executive director 
said about the Better Beaches 
Grant Program, “The goal of 
the grant program is to support 
free public events that encour-
age people to get out on some 
of the country’s cleanest urban 
beaches and enjoy our spectac-
ular urban natural resources. 
The grants focus on break-
ing down barriers especially 
for people of color, people 

HUNDREDS PARTICIPATE IN THE 15TH ANNUAL JETBLUE SHAMROCK SPLASH

See SPLASH Page 13

PHOTO BY MIKE MUROWCHICK

Kristen Barry taking a plunge in the icy waters of Constitution Beach at the 15th Annual JetBlue Shamrock 
Splash.

PHOTO BY MIKE MUROWCHICK

Groups of Splashers at the 15th Annual JetBlue Shamrock Splash.

PHOTO BY MIKE MUROWCHICK

Groups of Splashers at the 15th Annual JetBlue Shamrock Splash.

KATY ROGERS PHOTO

A Splasher with a dog in the icy waters of Constitution Beach at the 
15th Annual JetBlue Shamrock Splash.
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Splash // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Have an Eggstra Have an Eggstra 
Special Easter SeasonSpecial Easter Season

Send us Your Eggstra Send us Your Eggstra 
Special Person or Pet Special Person or Pet 
this Easter seasonthis Easter season

PPHHOOTTOOSS  RREECCEEIIVVEEDD  WWIITTHHOOUUTT  IINNFFOO  WWIILLLL  NNOOTT  BBEE  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEEDD

EEmmaaiill  yyoouurr  pphhoottooss  ttoo  
PPRROOMMOO@@RREEVVEERREEJJOOUURRNNAALL..CCOOMM

PPlleeaassee  iinncclluuddee  ffiirrsstt  nnaammeess  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  pphhoottoo..

Photos on 
your phone?
Just scan here and 
attach the photo to 

the email that 
is generated!

WEDS.
APR 16th

PHOTOS PUBLISHED

DEADLINE to DEADLINE to 
submit is APRIL 11!submit is APRIL 11!

who don’t speak English as a 
first language, and ADA-acces-
sibility.”

The Splash exceeded its 
$50,000 goal by raising 
$55,910. Each community 
raised the following amounts 
for their summer beach pro-
gramming:

• East Boston $9,138
• South Boston $8,953
• Lynn & Nahant $6,978
• Wollaston $6,589
• Nantasket $4,366
• Dorchester $3,838
• Revere $3,140

• Winthrop $2,908
After the splash, partici-

pants warmed up in the FMC 
Ice Sports rink and snagged 
a hot bowl of clam chowder 
from The Daily Catch and 
warm empanadas and rice and 
beans from Bono. Refreshing 
beverages were provided by 
Downeast, Sam Adams, Dog-
fish Head, Topo Chico and 
Goldpeak. Volo Boston includ-
ed beach games and a lively DJ 
set by Rilla Force kept people 
smiling and moving outside de-
spite the wind chill.

KATY ROGERS PHOTO

Costume contest participants at the 15th Annual JetBlue Shamrock Splash on Constitution Beach.

PHOTO BY MIKE MUROWCHICK

Splasher in a flamingo costume taking a plunge in the icy waters of 
Constitution Beach during the 15th Annual JetBlue Shamrock Splash.

KATY ROGERS PHOTO

Rep. Adrian Madaro, Matteo Madaro and Donnie Todd of East Boston 
with Chris Mancini at the 15th Annual JetBlue Shamrock Splash.

PHOTO BY MIKE MUROWCHICK

Donnie Todd of East Boston plunges in the icy waters of Constitution 
Beach.
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By Dan Murphy

Chip Giovanni, the 
third-generation owner of Bos-
ton Forging & Welding, has 
early childhood memories of 
accompanying his father to 
work, and even then, he said he 
felt right at home there.

“It never felt like work or a 
chore,” said Chip, who as the 
eldest of three siblings always 
diverged from his younger 
brother and younger sister in 
that unlike them, he always 
wanted to join the family busi-
ness.

His paternal grandfather, Jo-
seph Giovanni, started Boston 
Forging & Welding, around 70 
years ago, setting up its opera-
tions  on the Fish Pier in South 
Boston. For more 40 years, the 
business served exclusively 
the fishing fleet. But the com-
pany relocated to East Boston 
in 1998, amid new regulations 
on the fishing industry, which 
meant less work for them.

Chip’s father, Ronald 
Giovanni, went to Valley Forge 
Military Academy before grad-

uating from Northeastern Uni-
versity around 1970. He then 
went to work  full time at Bos-
ton Forging & Welding before 
assuming the reins of the com-
pany when his father retired 
circa 1980.

Throughout high school and 
college, Chip worked for the 
business during summer and 
school vacations. He started 
working there full-time in 1989 
upon earning a bachelor’s de-
gree in industrial engineering 
from Clarkson University in in 
Potsdam, N.Y.

Subsequently, Chip com-
pleted his AutoCAD training 
at Wentworth Institute of Tech-
nology. He has also earned a 
construction supervisor license, 
and is a licensed fire escape in-
staller/inspector per the City of 
Boston.

When his father died in 
2000, Chip assumed the com-
pany’s reins. Sales have since 
tripled,  making it a profitable 
business again after previously 
being in the red for a number 
of years.

“Everyone, family members, 

tell me their proud of me, and 
that my father would be proud 
of me,” said Chip.

Boston Forging and Welding 
Corp. today  has the experience 
and credentials to respond to 
a wide range of commercial, 
marine or residential concerns, 
from fabrication to repair to 
fire escape inspections, and the 
company is fully insured/bond-
ed.

Past customers have includ-
ed U.S. Coast Guard-approved 
jobs, Mass Turnpike-approved 
jobs, City of Boston-approved 
jobs, and Boston Redevelop-

ment Authority jobs, and for 
Logan International Airport, 
and the company has also done 
work for the World Trade Cen-
ter, Prudential Center, Au Bon 
Pain, and various property 
management companies.

The vast majority of the 
company’s residential work is 
in Boston and Cambridge, with 
the Back Bay and South End 
accounting for the bulk of that, 
Chip said.

And of the approximately20 
welding companies now op-
erating in the City of Boston, 
Boston Forging & Welding has 

distinguished itself with a stel-
lar track record over the years, 
including not having a single  
customer complaint against 
them.

Chip points to this as perhaps 
the truest testament to Boston 
Forging & Welding’s unwaver-
ing reputation for quality work.

Boston Forging & Welding 
is located at 336 Border St. in 
East Boston. For more infor-
mation, call Chip Giovanni at 
617-567-2300 or email him 
at chippagio@comcast.net, or 
visit the company’s website at 
bostonforgingandwelding.com.

PLEASE 
RECYCLE 

THIS 
NEWS  
PAPER

MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617-834-4775

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1    SELLER 1    ADDRESS PRICE
Lexington Partners LLC Grato, Barbara A      Lexington Pl                 $200,000  
Lexington Partners LLC Grato, Barbara A 47 Lexington St         $800,000 
Lexington Partners LLC Grato, Barbara A       49 Lexington St              $800,000 
Gibbs, Ginger Dilibero Ft         71 Lubec St #2               $458,400

Boston Forging & Welding 
owner at home on the job

COURTESY PHOTO

Chip Giovanni, the third-generation owner of Boston Forging & Welding.

Postal Inspectors remind to be alert for scams during National Consumer Protection Week
 The U.S. Postal Inspection 

Service is kicking off Nation-
al Consumer Protection Week, 
March 2-8, 2025, with a warn-
ing about the dangers of im-
poster scams. Imposters are 
scammers who work very hard 
to convince consumers they are 
a friend or relative, or that they 
are from a legitimate source, 
such as a bank or government 
agency. These fraudsters then 
take personally identifiable in-

formation (PII) and use it to 
steal victims’ money.

“There are many types of 
imposter scams,” Inspector in 
Charge (INC) Eric Shen of the 
Criminal Investigations Group 
says. “But they all start with 
messages like, ‘I’m in trou-
ble…,’ ‘I need…,’ ‘You’ve 
won!..,’ or ‘I have a great offer 
for you!’ These scammers lull 
consumers into a false sense of 
trust, gain access to privileged 

information, and then drain fi-
nancial accounts.”

“With a few simple tips, con-
sumers can protect themselves 
from imposter scams,” INC 
Shen says:

• Take your time to make fi-
nancial decisions. Whether it’s 
investments or unsolicited of-
fers, like the lottery or sweep-
stakes, don’t rush into sending 
your money to someone you 
don’t know.

• Is it really a representative 
from your bank sending that 
email or text? To be certain, 
call your bank at the num-
ber you were given when you 
opened your account. Don’t 
call a number that you haven’t 
verified and never click on any 
links in an email or text.

• Grandparents: Before send-
ing money to help a grandchild 
who says they’re in a desperate 
situation, make sure it’s really 
them! Call them or their par-
ents at a number you recognize 
to confirm they sent you a mes-
sage.

• If you meet someone over 
the internet who professes their 
love for you right away, but 
needs financial assistance to 
meet you, exit the conversation 
as quickly as you can.

• The Postal Service will 
NEVER send you an unso-

licited text. Any text or email 
claiming you have a USPS 
delivery problem is designed 
to steal your PII. Delete these 
messages, but before you do, 
send the bogus text or email to 
spam@uspis.gov.

• Put your phone number on 
the National Do Not Call Reg-
istry at 1-888-382-1222 or at 
www.donotcall.gov.

• If you are a victim of a 
scam or suspect fraud, report it: 
Submit an online report to the 
Inspection Service or call us at 
877-876-2455.

Remembering these simple 
tips will help keep consumers’ 
personal information and fi-
nances safe.

For more information on 
how to spot an imposter, visit 
our website at www.uspis.gov/
ncpw-2025.
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Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 3 inch
$360.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING ROOFING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

ELECTRICIAN

M
O

ONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Delco Utilities, Inc.

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICES

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140ISMA CERTIFIED  FULLY INSURED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MA #E32101

oB st ts oe n

B

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

oB st ts oe n

B

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

oB st ts oe n

B

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

Chimney Repairs
Gutters

Carpentry
Roof Repairs
Replacement

Painting • Siding
Foundations

617-377-0527
Call for a FREE Estimate!

CLEANING 
SERVICES CONTRACTOR

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

“No Job Too Small”

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529
Free Estimates | Lic. & Ins. E29162

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SOLD

SUN TRANSCRIPT

First in Sail

East Boston
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Home To The Jet

APT FOR RENT

EAST BOSTON: 1bdrm, nr. Piers Park, w/d, d/d, wide pine floors, deck, partial 
water views, no pets, $1800, avl 3/1 (617)568-9626

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

East Boston resident Marguerite Wynter (left), Director of Partner-
ships and Engagement at the Boston Public Art Triennial, received the 
Black Excellence on the Hill Award during an impressive ceremony in 
the Great Hall at the State House. Sen. Lydia Edwards (right) present-
ed an official citation to Ms. Wynter “in recognition of your significant 
contributions to the Boston Public Art Triennial and your commit-
ment to diversity and representation in the arts.”

CONGRATULATIONS,
MARGUERITE WYNTER



Page 16 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, March 5, 2025

By Times Staff

Friends and family convened 
at the Orient Heights Yacht 
Club for A Celebration of Life 
honoring longtime and popular 
East Boston resident and com-
munity leader Richie Dimeo. 

Childhood friends, high 
school classmates, players and 
parents from the East Boston 
Girls Softball League (that was 
founded by Richie and Robyn 
DiMeo) joined in the memori-
al tribute to Mr. DiMeo at the 
event.

Mr. DiMeo’s daughter, Katie 
DiMeo, told the capacity crowd 
the positive influence that her 
father, Richie, had on his fam-
ily and so many others through 
his kindness, friendship, and 
generosity and the contribu-
tions he made to East Boston.

“Thank you for this large 
and boisterous showing,” said 
Katie. “This is a testament to 
how many lives he touched, 
and how deep these connec-
tions went over a lifetime. He 
had deep friendships all across 
the board with so many of you. 
Some of the highlights in his 
life for me were that he worked 

FORMERLY EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

617-568-4781

Refill prescriptions online via MyChart 

Home delivery 

Friendly, helpful staff 

Short wait times 
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE HELD FOR 
RICHIE DIMEO

in the DA’s office with so many 
of you for so long, again in his 
work as a private investigator, 
and the girls softball league in 
East Boston that he and my 
mom [Robyn] started – a lot 
of those girls went off to play 
in high school and college, and 
they coached and give back 
to their community. He really 
lived the life of giving back to 
his community, such as helping 
to open the Meridian House in 
East Boston that’s has been do-
ing a lot in drug outreach and 
addiction counseling for many 
years. He meant even more, I 
think, to his kids, his grand-
kids, and great-grandkids, and 

The proud children of Mr. Richie DiMeo - Carli DiMeo, Dennis DiMeo, Jeff DiMeo, and Katie DiMeo.

Katie DiMeo and Lorraine 
“Dreamie” Cioffi, whose daugh-
ter, Monica Cioffi, excelled in the 
East Boston Girls Softball League 
that was founded by Richie and 
Robyn DiMeo.

Suzanne Jardin (right) credited 
Richie DiMeo, her colleague in 
Suffolk County DA Ralph Martin’s 
Office, for encouraging her to 
continue her studies in law 
school. Suzanne is pictured with 
her husband, Jay Jardin, at the 
Celebration of Life gathering in 
memory of Mr. DiMeo.

Katie DiMeo, with Ronald Jordan Jr. and Ronald Jordan Sr., who, like 
Mr. DiMeo, helped young East Boston athletes develop their skills and 
an appreciation of baseball and softball.

his adopted family than you 
guys could ever know. We 
knew him as a dad, as a grand-
dad, and a great-granddad, and 
it’s so nice to touch base with 
all these different parts of his 
life. Thank you so much for be-
ing here.”

Suzanne Jardin worked in 
the Suffolk County DA’s office 
with Mr. DiMeo.

“I am an attorney today only 
because Richie made me do it,” 
related Jardin, a graduate of 
Stonehill College and New En-

gland School of Law. “I was an 
investigator, and I was going to 
night school and I told Richie, 
‘I hate this.’ He said, ‘I don’t 
care, you’re going to finish 
this.’  I was married with three 
small children at the time, and 
Richie so helped me and every-
one in that office do what we 
should do. I am now practicing 
as a criminal defense attorney, 
and I thank Richie for every-
thing. He’s the best guy on the 
planet.”

Katie DiMeo (left) and her sister, Carli DiMeo (right) welcome Suffolk 
County DA Kevin Hayden to the event celebrating the life of their 
father, Richie DiMeo.
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