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Boston Harbor’s water, including 
Constitution Beach, was once again ranked 
among the safest in the country for beachgoers

Special to the Times-Free Press

Save the Harbor/Save 
the Bay released their 
2023 Beach Season Wa-
ter Quality Report Card 
at a press conference with 
Democratic Whip Con-
gresswoman Katherine 
Clark, DCR Commission-
er Brian Arrigo, and other 
local and state leaders at 
Revere Beach last week.

This year’s report card 
used data from the De-
partment of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR) to 
survey the water quality of 
each of the region’s public 
beaches in Lynn, Nahant, 
Revere,

Winthrop, East Boston, 
South Boston, Dorchester, 
Quincy and Hull.

2023 was the rainiest 
summer in the Boston area 
since 1955, resulting in 
an overall water quality 
safety rating of 85% for 

the Boston Harbor area 
beaches, down from the 
previous dry year’s 93% 
score. 

In East Boston, Con-
stitution Beach saw its 
overall rating drop to 88 
percent from 97 percent in 
the 2022 dry year. The six-
year average safety rating 
for Constitution Beach 
still has it with a healthy 
93 percent safety rating.

“With temperatures 
expected to reach an all-
time high this summer, 
it is essential that our ur-
ban beaches remain safe, 
clean, and accessible for 
families and residents to 
cool down and have fun,” 
said East Boston State 
Representative Adrian 
Madaro. “An increase in 
our overall water quality 
safety rating reflects our 
ongoing commitment to 

Water Quality 
Report Card

EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

SENIOR PROM

See WATER QUALITY Page 6

The senior class of East Boston High School gathered at an 
outside venue at the Logan Hyatt Regency Hotel for their 
2024 prom. Shown are Sofia Alvarado and Addison Arguta 
enjoying the night. See Pages 12 and 13 for more photos.

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

During its monthly 
meeting on Monday, the 
Orient Heights Neighbor-
hood Council (OHNC) 
held a vote on a new 
Taqueria Jalisco restaurant 
location at 980 Saratoga 
Street, which is seeking a 
liquor license and is pro-
posing to close at 1:00 
a.m., which ended in a tie. 

According to Attorney 
Ryan Gazda, the above-
mentioned restaurant is 
planned to be “a new 
full-service restaurant, 
serving authentic Mexican 

cuisine.”  
Moreover, he explained 

that the restaurant space is 
comprised of about 2,500 
square feet and would 
have 75 indoor seats. 

“My clients own and op-
erate the existing Taqueria 
Jalisco at 291 Bennington 
Street, which they have 
operated successfully for 
approximately 20 years 
since 2004, and they’re 
now excited for the op-
portunity to open a sister 
restaurant here in Orient 
Heights,” said Gazda. 

Gazda also indicat-
ed that the plan is for the 

restaurant to be open for 
seven days and expanded 
on the proposed closure 
time. Gazda referred to 
the 1:00 a.m. closing as 
“aspirational” and that 
he guessed that on slow-
er nights, the restaurant 
would close much earlier. 

He also emphasized 
that this establishment is 
“restaurant-forward” com-
pared to others in the area 
with late closing times and 
indicated that the floor 
plans only contain seven 
counter-bar seats. More-
over, there are no plans for 
live entertainment. 

Regarding the next 
steps, Gazda indicated that 
they have filed an appli-
cation with the licensing 
board but have not been 
scheduled for a hearing 
yet. He anticipates that the 
hearing will be scheduled 
sometime in July. 

“This is all strictly aspi-
rational based upon what 
the state might do with 
the pending legislation, 
but the hope here is that li-
censes will come into East 
Boston and that Taqueria 
Jalisco, who has been a 

OHNC split on restaurant proposal at Monday’s meeting

See OHNC Page 2

East Boston High School 144th Graduation Exercises at Sartori Stadium. On Friday, June 14,  240 students received their 
diplomas in front of family and friends at Satori Stadium behind Logan Airport. See pages 3-6 for EBHS Graduation Spe-
cial Section. 

Headmaster Philip Brangiforte presents Juan Diego Gomez 
his diploma.

Headmaster Philip Brangiforte presents Omar DeJesus 
Pleitez his diploma.
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WU HOLDS COFFEE HOUR AT NOYES PLAYGROUND

GET READY FOR THE HEAT
With the weatherman forecasting the first heat wave 

of the season for our region this week, all of us should 
take precautions to ensure that we do not fall victim to 
heat stroke or other heat-related stress to our bodies.

A heat wave officially comprises three straight days of 
90+ temperatures and forecasters are telling us that we 
could have four 90+ days with little relief at night. Our 
readers may be surprised to learn that more than 1200 
Americans die every year from extreme heat, making 
heat the deadliest kind of extreme weather. By contrast, 
flooding, though more sensational when viewed on our 
TV screens, kills fewer than 100 Americans each year. 
In addition, it is widely believed that those 1200 deaths 
are a significant undercount because persons with health 
issues who succumb to heat may not have been deemed 
to have died from heat.

Although senior citizens and those with underlying 
health conditions are the most susceptible to the dangers 
of excessive heat, even young and healthy individuals 
can succumb to heat stroke if they do not take it easy. 
With our region plunging from typically cool, spring 
weather right into the heat, those who work outside (or 
who work out on a daily basis) have not had time to 
adjust, both mentally and physically, to the onset of the 
extreme heat.

However, we are not the only ones facing extreme 
heat these days. Extreme heat is a world-wide phenom-
enon thanks to the effects of climate change. Heat re-
cords have been set in recent days across the globe, from 
Greece to India to the Philippines. Every month for the 
past 12 months has set a world record for that month 
(in other words, May was the hottest-ever May, April 
the hottest-ever April, etc.) and June is on track to make 
it 13 months in a row (which means that this June will 
break last June’s record for the hottest-ever June).

The National Weather Service is providing a new way 
to gauge the risk from extreme heat. In collaboration 
with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, it 
has launched a tool called HeatRisk which allows users 
to search a map of the United States to figure out their 
level of threat, ranging between one (little to no risk) 
and four (extreme risk).

For those of us lucky enough to live near the coast-
line, a dip in the ocean will offer a respite from the heat 
wave. But those of us who have sampled the ocean in 
the past few weeks have noticed another ominous sign 
of climate change -- the water temperature already has 
been far above normal. Instead of the extremity-chilling 
temps that are typical for May and early June, the water 
temp at the beaches  around Boston Harbor actually has 
been pleasant. So the good news is that it’s been warm 
enough to go for a swim -- but the bad news is that the 
record high ocean temps are a threat to all marine life 
and a major contributor to rising sea levels.

Finally, the combination of the hot atmosphere and 
the hot ocean increases the chances of extreme weather 
events such as hurricanes and inundating rainfall, which 
is occurring in southern Florida right now.

We urge all of our readers not to underestimate the 
effects of extreme heat and to take it easy over the next 
few days.

 

BANNER NO. 18!
The Celtics’ convincing victory in Game 5 on Mon-

day that clinched the Celts’ 18th NBA championship 
was great fun for fans old and young alike.

For those of us who cherish our “Havlicek Stole the 
Ball” album and who recall watching the Bill Rus-
sell-led Celts clinch their 1969 NBA title in Game 7 at 
Los Angeles in dramatic fashion (we had to stay up late 
on a school night because the game was played on the 
West Coast), the chance to surpass the hated-Lakers for 
the most NBA titles was one of the most-satisfying as-
pects of the 2024 title.

In addition, this edition of the Celtics laid to rest 
whether they had that special quality that separates 
champions from the rest of the pack. After the disap-
pointment of being knocked out in the first round last 
year, and the collapse against Golden State in the finals 
two years ago, even the most-ardent Celtic fans had to 
wonder whether JT, JB, & Co. had what it takes to be the 
best -- and they answered that question in commanding 
fashion.

Still, when we consider that this was the Celtics’ first 
title in 16 years and only the second in almost 40 years, 
it makes us realize how special these championship 
moments are in the world of sports today. By contrast, 
the Celtics won 16 NBA titles over a 30-year span from 
1957 to 1986. That’s more than half of the NBA crowns 
spanning two generations of Boston sports fans.

But those days when Bill, Dave, and Larry ruled the 
NBA are long gone. The NBA is big business now -- the 
extended playoffs literally are a second season -- and 
attracts the best players from all over the world. The 
post-game commentators noted that there are more ex-
cellent teams who will be shooting to knock off the Celt-
ics than at any time in the history of the NBA. As good 
as this talented young group may be, we cannot expect 
that they can create the sort of dynasties that marked the 
Celtics’ teams of the ‘50s, ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s.

So let’s savor the moment -- and get ready for a joy-
ous victory parade!

OHNC // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

member of the communi-
ty here for 20 years, is a 
deserving applicant,” said 
Gazda. 

“They have a proven 
track record as a respon-
sible operator, and of 
course, they would love to 
have your support as we 
move forward.” 

After Gazda’s presenta-
tion, the floor was open to 
questions and comments. 
One resident asked if they 
would still move forward 
with plans without the 
liquor license, to which 
Gazda said yes. 

Another resident who 
welcomed the restaurant in 
the neighborhood pushed 
back on the proposed 1:00 
a.m. closing time out of 
fears that it might entice 
the applicants to come 
back to the neighborhood 
for live entertainment, 
noise issues, and more. 

Gazda acknowledged 
the concerns and added, 
“We’re trying to be in 
line with what’s present 

now in the community to 
also remain economically 
competitive with the other 
restaurants in the area to 
give them a fair shot.” 

Another resident raised 
concerns about the 1:00 
a.m. closing time, and 
Gazda indicated that the 
owners are willing to 
work with the communi-
ty to potentially come to 
a compromise if that is a 
hurdle. 

An attendee asked if the 
owners’ other restaurant 
had a liquor license, to 
which Gazda said no. He 
was also asked if the other 
location would stay open, 
to which Gazda said yes.  

Several other com-
ments were made about 
the proposal. Ultimately, 
the OHNC did not reach 
a majority position in op-
position or support, as the 
vote ended 8-8, with one 
voter abstaining. The next 
OHNC meeting is sched-
uled for July 15.

Mayor Michelle Wu and 
the Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department recent-
ly hosted a 2024 Neigh-
borhood Coffee Hour 
Series in partnership with 
Dunkin’® in East Boston 
on May 29, at Noyes Play-
ground for residents.

Mayor Wu’s Neighbor-
hood Coffee Hours offered 
Jamaica Plain residents  
a unique opportunity to 
speak directly with the 
Mayor and staff from City 
departments about open 
space and their neighbor-
hoods. 

“Every neighborhood 
and every resident has 
their own diverse set of 
concerns that deserve to 

not only be heard, but to 
be acknowledged and ad-
dressed,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “I am excited 
for all of the conversations 
and connection that came 
from Neighborhood Cof-
fee Hours.”

“Coffee Hours with the 
Mayor is an intentional 
effort to meet communi-
ty members in the heart 
of their neighborhoods,” 
said Brianna Millor, Chief 
of the Community Engage-
ment Cabinet. “I encour-
age residents, including 
our youth, seniors, civic 
organizations, business 
owners, and local leaders 
to attend this neighbor-
hood-centered event. Bos-

ton 311 will be present to 
connect residents to essen-
tial city services.”  

Dunkin’ was on-site 
with freshly brewed Iced 
Coffee and MUNCH-
KINS® donut hole treats. 
Dunkin’ will have lawn 
games and gift card give-
aways. Residents at each 
event will also be eligible 
to win a raffle prize from 
Dunkin’. Individuals in 
attendance will receive a 
free flowering plant pro-
vided by the Boston Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment, while supplies last. 
Fresh fruit will be provid-
ed by Star Market.

“Mayor Wu’s Neighbor-
hood Coffee Hours are vi-

tal for community engage-
ment, allowing residents to 
share their thoughts direct-
ly. We’re grateful for their 
participation,” noted Ryan 
Woods, Commissioner 
of the Parks and Recre-
ation Department. “These 
events not only foster 
dialogue but also mark 
the kickoff for our excit-
ing summer calendar of 
events. From outdoor con-
certs to movies to arts and 
crafts workshops for kids, 
our programming breathes 
life into our parks, fulfill-
ing our core mission of 
creating vibrant spaces for 
all to enjoy.”

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOS BY ISABEL LEON

Shown (above and below) Mayor Wu talks with residents.

The City of Boston table provided access to information on 
and sign-ups for services throughout the City.

Water was available to all.
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EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2024

Amid blazing sunshine, 
graduation took place on 
Friday morning, June 14 
at Sartori Stadium.  Short-
ly after 11 a.m, the grad-
uates, girls in yellow and 
boys in blue filed into the 
stadium and took their 
seats in a reserved from 
section.  The exercises be-
gan with the Posting of the 
Colors led by the JROTC 
color guard, the singing 

of the National Anthem 
by Gabriel Rosa and the 
Pledge of Alledgiance to 
the Flag led by Dave Ari-
nella ‘70 who acted as 
master of ceremonies.  

Headmaster Philip 
Brangiforte introduced 
honored guests that includ-
ed Judith Blanco, assis-
tant headmaster; Tommy 
Welch, School Superinten-
dent for Area 1; Michael 

O’Neill, vice-chairper-
son of the Boston School 
Committee; Albert Vasallo 
who delivered the Key-
note address, Michael Ru-
bin, headmaster-emeritus; 
State Rep Adrian Madaro, 
State Senator Lydia Ed-
wards and City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata.  
The salutatorian address 
was presented by Juan Di-
ego Gomez and the vale-

dictory by Omar DeJesus 
Pleitez.  The graduates 
then lined up to receive 
their diplomas from Head-
master Brangiforte, greet-
ed their teachers in a re-
ceiving line and gathered 
for a final class picture at 
mid field.  Diplomas were 
presented to 240 gradu-
ates. 

Valedictorian Omar DeJesus Pleitez.

Salutatorian Juan Diego Gomez.

Abdulshakur Farah Abdullahi Nur gets his diploma from 
Headmaster Philip Brangiforte.

Members of the EBHS Class of 2024 are ready to receive 
their diplomas.

Kevin Joseph Alas Gavarrete received his diploma.Anastasia Maeve Agostinelli receives her diploma.

Class of 2024 Graduates, 
your hard work has 
paid off. Embrace the 
future with confidence 

and continue 
to make us proud. 
Congratulations!

Lydia 
Edwards
State Senator

Congratulations E.B.H.S.
Graduating  

Class of 2024

CHANNEL FISH
370 East Eagle St., East Boston

617-569-3200

Congratulations

Anthony T. 
Zambuto

Councillor-at-Large

Class of 2024!

Congratulations

Anthony T. 
Zambuto

Councillor-at-Large

Class of 2024!

State Rep.
Adrian Madaro
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EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2024

Keynote speaker Alberto Vasallo III talks things over with 
Omar DeJesus Pleitez, the 2024 EBHS Valedictorian.

Master of Ceremonies Dave 
Arinella welcomed every-
one and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Keynote speaker Albert 
Vasallo III addresses the 
Graduating East Boston 
High School Class of 2024.

The Keynote Address made 
by Alberto Vasallo III.

Boston City Councillor Ga-
briela Coletta Zapata talks 
with EBHS Valedictorian 
Omar DeJesus Pleitez.

Boston School Committee 
“Greetings” from Michael 
O’Neill.

Headmaster of East Boston 
High School Phillip Brangi-
forte with his address.

State Representative Adrian Madaro and State Senator Lyd-
ia Edwards were at the ceremony.

Gabriel Rosa performed the National Anthem.

The East Boston High School JROTC presents the colors to start the program.

The class of 2024 gathering and lining up before the ceremony.
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SCENES FROM EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2024

PHOTOS BY PATRICK O’CONNOR

Some of the graduating football players and coaches. Some of the graduating basketball players and coaches.

Shown (above and below) are the Class of 2024 line up for the entrance to the exercises at 
Sartori Stadium.

Shown (above and below) are the graduates in line to receive their diplomas from Head-
master Philip Brangiforte.

Graduation... is not the end, it’s the beginningGraduation... is not the end, it’s the beginning
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East Boston HS Class of 2023

EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2024

Omar De Jesus Pleitez * ^ *** 
Juan Diego Gomez ** ^ *** 
Abdulshakur Farah Abdullahi Nur 
Anastasia Maeve Agostinelli
Kevin Joseph Alas Gavarrete 
Jose Manuel Alas
Jarek Joseph Alexander 
Andres Antonio Alfaro Iraheta Jr.
Bryan Jose Alfaro Ortez 
Yensi Lineth Alfaro Reyes 
Andre Lindel Allen
Carly Ryann Allen
Sofia Gisela Alvarado Ascencio *** 
Melanie Janetsy Aponte
Kenny Erain Arevalo 
Velinda Yadeli Argueta Reyes
Andrea Mercedes Ayala Gonzalez 
Kenia Yaritza Ayala
Adem Ayed 
Cristian Alberto Bautista
Zulema Lisseth Benitez Maldonado 
Erick Alexander Bermudez
Joshua Berrio Gonzalez 
Cristian Bojorquez 
Ever Jose Breve Benitez
Hayleigh Kathryn Burhoe 
Nasly Valentina Bustamante 
Erismel Cabrera Pacheco
Manuela Calderon Cadavid *** 
Dennis Andres Calderon 
Huberto Adelso Calderon 
Kevin Oswaldo Calderon
Nicolas Calderon 
Damanni Joe Caldwell 
Gavin Calles
Mychell Jesus Candido De Souza 
Osmin Castaneda
Jose Alberto Castro Barillas 
James Abisay Chacon Tejada 
Josue Geovanny Chavez 
Benjamin Gonzalo Chub Chun 
Alexandra Maria Collado 
Dajahlee Arianna Copeland 
Oscar Hernan Corea Gomez 
Zyianna Alika Coren-Payoutc 
Yuleisy Maribi Crespo Hohl
Emely Janette Cruz Rodriguez *** ^ 
Esperanza Guadalupe Cruz Rodriguez ^
Julie Cyprien
Mateus Cristian Da Rocha Ferreira 
Yeison Fabricio De Jesus
Samantha Navidad De Leon Argueta 
Echilei Camili De Souza
Jacob RL Delmuto 
Vanessa Rose Delvecchio
Katharine Mishell Duarte Sanchez
Yesenia Guadalupe Dubon Landaverde 
Leidi Noemi Dubon Mendez
Tyler James Duncan 
Sofia Espinosa Valencia
Josue Manuel Figueroa Alvarado 
Ashlyn Sarahi Feliciano Nazario 
Jeancarlos Flores
Dezaray Marie Foley 
Paul Steven Fortes
Sara Andrea Franco Giraldo 
Jose Antonio Fuentes Hernandez 
Elias Jose Galdamez
Rafael Junior Gamez
Alejandro Garcia 
Angelyce Lexus Garcia 
Sofia Fernanda Garcia 
Valentina Giraldo Arango
Adriano Nolberto Gomez Garcia *** 
O’Ryan Juanbryan Gomez Scruggs 
Jean Gustavo Goncalves De Souza 
Brian Andres Gonzalez Sandoval 
Rogelio Gonzalez Velasquez
Kevin Jamal Gonzalez 
Marvin Eduardo Guerra Garza
Yuldana Guerrero Areiza 
Johanna Gabriella Guevara 
Cristian Daniel Hercules

Sara Yaritza Hernandez Berrios 
Alex Orlando Hernandez Franco 
Eliasaro Hernandez Rodriguez 
Luis Alfredo Hernandez 
Anthony Alexander Herrera 
Jacob Ray Hicks ^
Trung Quang Tahj Ho 
Kyle Hui
Jyeir Omari Emmanuel Hyppolite 
Valerie Margaret Iturralde 
Marcone Dutra Kerr
Edward Joseph Kinney Jr. 
Rigoberto Lainez Vega
Gerardo Alonso Landaverde Carranza 
Omar Landaverde Morales
Wendy Beatriz Landaverde Perdido 
Cristian Javier Lazo Garcia 
Jasmine Le
Camdyn Raymond Leger 
Berta Marisol Leiva Garcia 
Jorge Alexander Leiva *** 
Angie Paola Lemus Palomo 
Jose Alexander Lemus Reyes 
Josue Miguel Lima Guerra
Patricia Yasmin Lizama Euceda 
Melanie Marisela Lobos *** ^ 
Salome Lopera Rojo *** 
Jefferson Mateo Lopez Guzman 
Ana Sofia Lopez Sepulveda 
Joshua Alberto Magana
Larissa Malaquias Lima
Heidi Lisseth Mancia Gutierrez 
Katherine Steffany Marquez Dominguez 
Gabriela Guadalupe Marquez
Vanessa Aracely Marroquin 
Teresa De Gestrudis Martinez Castaneda
Melvin Jose Martinez Figueroa 
Isabella Martinez Quintero 
Cristian Hernan Martinez 
Danna Elizabeth Martinez 
Katie Vanessa Martinez 
Jeffrey Anthony Mayorga
Delia Elizabeth Burke McCrary 
Aliani Damalix Medina Ramirez *** 
Oscar Hannibal Medrano
Jasmin Mejia ***
Grace Alexandra Melendez 
Diana Yesenia Melgar Melgar *** ^
Angel Steven Melgar 
Bryan Ader Mendozamiron 
Juliet Marie Milano
Ahmed Zaed Hamza Mohamed 
Lucas Molina Lopera *** 
Andrea Elizabeth Morales
Mauricio Alfonso Moran Orellana
Manuel Vladimir Moran Santos 
Sebastian Valentino Mori Panduro *** 
Isaac Emmanuel Murcia Vasquez 
Denis Amilcar Najera Reyes
Kauan Vinicius Nascimento 
Jefry Agusto Nolasco Gonzalez 
Justin Andre Norena
Ashley Maria Ochoa 
Mariella Jessel Ochoa
Yeison Rodolfo Oliva Manchame 
Ebeline Cristina Oliva *** 
Jaime Abimael Ordonez Guevara 
Jose Ricardo Orellana Ramirez 
Juan Andres Orrego Ardila 
Jackson Manuel Osorio *** 
Jared Robert Pacitta
Joseph Omar Pedroza Figueroa 
Jose Armando Pedroza Guerra 
Alexmayri Peguero Soto
Yeimy Azucena Perdomo 
Alexander Perez Lara
Maria Fernanda Perez Ospina 
Lukas Perpetuo Ferreira 
Jacob Morris Petersen
Yordi Denilson Pineda Castillo 
Yexon Alexander Pineda Palencia 
Manuel Eduardo Pineda Zuniga 
Jimmy Gustavo Pinto Acosta *** 
Jorge Ovidio Pleitez Garcia

Cheryl Jeannette Pleitez Martinez *** 
Oscar Emanuel Pomales
Marilyn Alexandra Portillo Umana 
Laura Daniela Pulido Casas 
Marisa Isabel Ramirez Acevedo 
Elvin Humberto Ramirez Sanchez
Rigoberto Abimael Ramos Solorzano 
Gabriela Elizabeth Ramos
llyass Rebbal 
Arbey Restrepo Restrepo 
Luciana Restrepo Rojo
Isabel Mia Reyes Bartolon *** 
Wilfredo Alexander Reyes Coca *** 
Evelyn Cecilia Reyes Marroquin 
Andy Adrian Reyes Vasquez
Cindy Carolina Reyes Vasquez ***
Brian Alexander Reyes 
Carlos Ariel Reyes 
Sheila Adriana Richards
Alexandra Damaris Rivera Suarez ^
Brayan Antoni Roblero Bail 
Yimmy Stiben Roblero Reynoso 
Jenifer Suellen Rodrigues Da Silva
Yamiguelis Marie Rodriguez Santiago # 
Eric Mauricio Rodriguez 
Jadalis Marie Rodriguez
Lune Rodriguez
Misael Isaac Rodriguez 
Omar Ferney Rojo Vanegas
Luciana Roldan Medina *** 
David Romero
Duban Salazar 
Kevin Fabian Salazar
Christian Robert Sanders 
Jakih Messiah Sanders 
Jasmine Sandoval Figueroa 
Kenia Vanessa Santos Garcia 
Elizabeth Santos
Miguel Angel Santos 
Krystal Alexza Serrano ^ 
Keith Xavier Splaine 
Sara Ivonne Taborda # 
Brian Oswald Tejada
Draggo Benjamin Tejeda Feliz 
Mayori Tejeda Fernandez *** 
Yermayori Tejeda Fernandez *** 
Leisvith Mariet Tejeda Guerrero 
Arnold Terna Maldonado
Jacob Anthony Thomas
Ryan Zachary Thomas 
Luis fernando Tomas Roblero 
Jecsan Javier Torres Flores
Anthony Juelz Torres 
Dylan Gadiel Torres 
William Adolfo Torres 
Ismael Trigueros Juarez 
Gianna Troville
Brayan Alexander Tzib Cae
Mateo Uribe Martinez
Kelly Johana Urrego Lopera 
Liliana Judith Vargas Bonilla *** ^ 
Anahi Azucena Vasquez
Idhaly Michell Vasquez ***
Cecia Loamy Velasco Lemus  *** ^
Erlis Johan Velasquez
Gladis Gissela Vides Reyes 
Cynthia Daniela Villalta Villatoro 
Emeli Marleni Villanueva *** 
Briana Alisha Villatoro
Cristian Gabriel Villeda
Chase Andres Whiteknact 
Anthony Shawn Wilkes 
Javon Elijah Wise Normil 
Robert Theredore Wisniewski 
Ariana Briseyda Zetino

 * Valedictorian
** Salutatorian
••• Seal of Biliteracy
# Seal of Biliteracy with Distinction
^ National Honor Society

Water Quality // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ensuring that everyone can 
enjoy our beautiful beach-
es.”

Despite the frequent 
heavy rainstorms, Consti-
tution Beach remained one 
of nine area beaches that 
scored over 88 percent 
this year, with South Bos-
ton’s beaches once again 
defending their title as the 
cleanest urban beaches in 
the country.

“Even amid all the eco-
logical challenges of last 
year’s historic rainfall, 
our beaches were able to 
persevere and continue 
welcoming visitors,” said 
Clark. “That resilience 
was a policy choice — the 
result of transformation-
al investments in Boston 
Harbor. Now, we have 
to make another choice: 

mobilizing unprecedented 
action to brace these trea-
sures against the impacts 
of climate change. 

“That’s why I’m fight-
ing every day to bring 
home our share of the his-
toric climate investments 
we’ve enacted under Pres-
ident Biden.”

Save the Harbor hopes 
their annual report card 
makes it easy to under-
stand how safe and clean 
these places are, even as 
they work to address the 
effect of sea level rise on 
recreational beaches

and the impact of in-
creasing storms on water 
quality in some areas.

The dizzying amount 
of precipitation amplifies 
the significant effort still 
required to raise the stan-

dard on some beaches like 
King’s Beach in Lynn, 
which scored a record low 
of 55% in the wet season.

“King’s Beach is an 
outlier in the Boston area,” 
said Save the Harbor Ex-
ecutive Director Chris 
Mancini. “It’s a difficult 
and complex infrastruc-
ture challenge that has re-
quired dozens of meetings 
between stakeholders at 
every level of community 
and government. We’re 
very lucky to have such a 
committed, collaborative 
group from Lynn, Swamp-
scott, the state and the fed-
eral government focused 
on trying to turn this beach 
around.”

Arrigo said the DCR 
is committed to ensuring 
the beaches are safe, clean 

and swimmable spaces for 
families and residents to 
cool down at. 

“Despite last year’s re-
cord rainfall, our Metro 
Boston beaches continue 
to be some of the cleanest 
in the country,” said Arri-
go. “Throughout the sum-
mer, DCR conducts regu-
lar water quality testing at 
all of our waterfronts, and 
we work diligently with 
our partners at the De-
partment of Public Health 
to post the results to our 
website and Park Alerts 
Page as quickly as possi-
ble. We’re grateful to our 
partners like Save the Har-
bor and the legislators on 
the Metro Beaches Com-
mission for their support 
in ensuring our beaches 
are welcoming places and 

our residents have clean 
water for recreation.”

Save the Harbor Depu-
ty Director Kristen Barry 
noted that in urban in-
frastructure, an inch of 
rain can quickly flush out 
bacteria that builds up in 
drains and stormwater 
pipes, making some days 
where it is unsafe to swim.

“That bacteria is the 
main public health con-
cern – the good news is 
we have a 9-foot tide cy-
cle twice a day and within 
24 hours our beaches are 
again as clean as ever,” 
said Barry.

Currently the beaches 
use a posting and flagging 
system to alert the public 
to high bacteria levels. But 
the best technology avail-
able takes 24 hours to re-

turn results, meaning by 
the time the posting goes 
up, the information is al-
ready out of date.

“Until technology can 
catch up, our best advice 
is to follow the 24-hour 
rule and simply wait a day 
after a significant rainfall 
before returning to water,” 
said Mancini. “Except in 
South Boston where you 
can swim every day of 
the year. In the meantime, 
the Report Card has been 
a great tool to show the 
great overall quality of our 
urban beaches. We hope it 
will give people the con-
fidence to get out and en-
joy our spectacular state 
beaches.”
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On Saturday, May 18, 
Malden Catholic celebrat-
ed the 89th Commence-
ment ceremony with 188 
graduates from the Boys 
and Girls Divisions. Ar-
iana Noe of East Boston 
was among those who 
graduated. 

The Class of 2024 com-
mencement was held in 
the Doherty Gymnasium 
with more than 1,000 fam-
ily members, faculty and 
staff in attendance.  

The ceremony start-
ed with an invocation by 
Malden Catholic Principal 
Jeffrey P. Smith ’95, P’24, 
’26 and was followed with 
the MC Girls Division’s 
Valedictory Address by 
Grace Ryan ’24 of Med-
ford. Ryan encouraged fel-

low graduates to embrace 
the journey with courage, 
learn from each misstep, 
and craft a future that 
resonates with your true 
self. She stated how each 
choice and experience is 
a step towards becoming 
the person you are meant 
to be.

The presentation of 
candidates by Malden 
Catholic Principal Jef-
frey P. Smith ’95, P’24, 
’26, Boys Division Lead-
er Robert Gregory, Girls 
Division Leader Jeanne 
Lynch-Galvin P’16, Dean 
of Students Gary M. Mo-
ela and Dean of Commu-
nity, Culture and Equity 
Erga Pierrette ’21,’23,’27 
was followed by the con-
ferral of diplomas by MC 

President John K. Thorn-
burg. Rocco Carbone ’24 
of Medford then deliv-
ered the MC Boys Divi-
sion’s Valedictory Address 
where he commented on 
how each moment is a 
chance to learn, grow, and 
make a positive impact. 
He encouraged his class-
mates to step forward with 
confidence, knowing that 
the journey ahead is full of 
possibilities.

Malden Catholic 2024 
graduates will attend 
some of the country’s 
most prestigious colleges 
and universities includ-
ing Harvard, American 
University, University of 
Washington, Wellesley 
College, University of 
Notre Dame, Northeastern 

University, Boston Col-
lege, Boston University, 
College of the Holy Cross, 
Morehouse College, Pur-
due University, Johns 
Hopkins University and 
Ohio State University, just 
to list a few. 

Since 1932, Malden 
Catholic High School has 
shaped emerging leaders 
in our community, claim-
ing a Nobel Laureate, a 
Senator, two ambassadors 
and countless commu-
nity and business heads 
among its alumni. Annual-
ly, graduates attend some 

of the nation’s most re-
nown universities includ-
ing Harvard, Princeton, 
Dartmouth, University 
of Chicago, Georgetown, 
Cornell, Brown, Tufts, 
Carnegie Mellon, Duke, 
Notre Dame, Northeast-
ern, Boston College and 
College of the Holy Cross. 
Foundational to student 
success is Malden Cath-
olic’s codivisional model 
which offers the best of 
both worlds, single-gen-
der academics during the 
day and integrated social 
and extracurricular op-

portunities after school. 
Malden Catholic is known 
in the community for its 
rigorous academics, SFX 
Scholars Program and 
award-winning STEM 
program. Malden Catho-
lic curricula is designed 
to improve individual 
growth mindset, leader-
ship principles and suc-
cess outcomes along with 
integrating the Xaverian 
values of trust, humility, 
compassion, simplicity 
and zeal. https://www.
maldencatholic.org.

BOSTON LOGAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
2022 ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS & PLANNING REPORT 

(ESPR) INFORMATION SESSION

Massport will host a public information session (in-person & virtual) 
on the 2022 Logan Environmental Status & Planning Report 
(2022 Logan ESPR). This hybrid information session will be 

in English and Spanish. 

The hybrid information session will take place:
Wednesday, June 26, 2024 at 6:00 P.M.

Cathy Leonard-McLean Community Room
Logan Airport Rental Car Center*

15 Transportation Way
East Boston, MA 02128

To access the meeting link and for more information, please visit:
www.massport.com/logan-airport/about-logan/environmental-reports/

Additional languages for the Public Information Session on the 2022 
Logan ESPR will be available upon request. Requests for additional 

languages are due by Friday, June 21, 2024. For more information or to 
request translation services please contact community@massport.com.

Massport requested an extension of the public comment period for the 2022 
Logan ESPR, which began on June 7, 2024, and will last for  approximately 

60 days until the close of public comments on August 6, 2024. 

Written comments on the ESPR may be submitted by August 6, 2024 
to the following address:

The Honorable Rebecca L. Tepper, Secretary
Executive O�ce of Energy and Environmental A�airs

Attn: MEPA O�ce 
Jennifer Hughes, EEA No. 3247

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114

Electronic comments may also be submitted 
on the MEPA Public Comments Portal at:  

https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/PublicComment/Landing/

Please note that an electronic copy of the 2022 Logan ESPR 
is available on Massport’s website at: 

www.massport.com/massport/about-massport/project-environmental-fil 
ings/logan-airport/ 

Hard copies of the 2022 Logan ESPR may be obtained by emailing 
Brad Washburn at bwashburn@massport.com during the public 

comment period.

*The Rental Car Center is accessible via the MBTA Blue Line Airport 
Station then use of Massport’s On-Airport Shuttle (Route 22, 33 and 55).

Photos & Story by Marianne Salza

Atlantic Works Gallery 
(AWG) held the opening 
reception for “The View 
from My Window,” a solo 
exhibition featuring large-
scale grid drawings by 
Leigh Hall, on June 8. 

“These are all botan-
ical – grapevines, trees, 
ferns, and plant tendrils,” 
said Hall, who had a long 
career in design and pro-
duction. “I deliberately did 
even lines because I want-
ed to get rid of depth and 

color, and flatten it out.”
Hall’s technique has 

evolved from creating the 
drawings on the walls on 
site to composing them at 
home with black acid-free 
tape on drawing paper that 
is sealed with an acrylic 
medium. The easily-stored 
tiles can then be installed 
in gallery spaces.

An earlier version of the 
series was on display in 
Emerson College. 

“When I saw it hanging 
in a grid, it reminded me 
of panes on a window. If I 

had a window overlooking 
Boston Common, it might 
look like this,” chuckled 
former East Boston res-
ident, Hall, now of Win-
throp.

Hall’s vision of her tape 
drawings began in 2000, 
when she started exploring 
digital photography. She 
was intrigued by the pat-
terns of images that were 
out of focus.

“I had a photo that was 
blurry,” described Hall. “It 
was the shapes that inter-
ested me, and I wanted to 

convey that.” 
“The View from My 

Window” will be on dis-
play through June 29. 
Attend the third Thurs-
day reception on June 20, 
6-9pm. Atlantic Works 
Gallery, located at 80 
Border Street, East Bos-
ton, is open Fridays and 
Saturdays, 2-6pm, or by 
appointment. For more 
information visit www.At-
lanticWorks.org or email 
Leigh@LeighHall.net. 

ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY HOLDS ‘THE VIEW FROM MY WINDOW’ EXHIBIT

Leigh Hall with her tape drawing, “Grapevine.”
Jean Bernstein, Leigh Hall, and Rachel Shatil.Daniel and Sara Gaviani, in front of, “Ferns.”

Friends gathering at the opening reception of “The View 
from My Window,” at the Atlantic Works Gallery, on June 8.

Malden Catholic celebrates 89th Commencement

BPDA Board approves 
9 Geneva Street Project 

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

During a meeting last 
week, the Boston Planning 
& Development Agency’s 
(BPDA) Board approved 
a project to bring several 
units to 9 Geneva Street. 

According to Daniel 
Polanco, a Project Man-
ager with the BPDA, the 
project involves construct-
ing a five-story residential 
building with 28 units, five 
of which are inclusionary 
development policy (IDP) 
units. It is also slated to 
have a maximum of 16 
parking spaces and a min-
imum of 34 interior bike 
spaces. 

“The proposed project 
will provide community 
benefits for the East Boston 
neighborhood in the City 
of Boston and will result in 
improving the pedestrian 
experience along Geneva 
Street with the installation 
of new sidewalks, street 
trees, landscaping, and 
visitor bike parking,” said 
Polanco. 

After Polanco intro-
duced the project, Ilana 
Haimes, a Zoning Compli-
ance Planner at the BPDA, 
outlined its planning con-
text. 

Haimes indicated that 
the project is situated in the 
East Boston Residential 
(EBR)-4 zoning subdistrict 
under new zoning, which 
the Boston Zoning Com-
mission adopted in April. 

As previously noted, 

Polanco indicated that the 
building’s height was five 
stories, and in the EBR-4 
subdistrict, the maximum 
number of stories is four. 
However, Haimes de-
scribed the height of the 
building as four stories 
above the design flood el-
evation. 

“The proposed project is 
located in the coastal flood 
resilience overlay district, 
which requires new con-
struction to meet resilient 
design standards,” said 
Haimes. 

“These standards in-
clude elevating the build-
ing above the base flood 
elevation for the year 2070 
and limiting the uses that 
can be located below the 
design flood elevation.” 

She later added that the 
proposed height of four 
stories above the design 
flood elevation was consis-
tent with zoning. 

It should also be noted 
that Haimes indicated that 
the project would need 
zoning relief for building 
width, the rear setback, and 
the maximum floor plate. 
She also mentioned that 
relief is recommended for 
the rear setback because of 
the lot’s irregular shape. 

Shortly after Haimes’ 
presentation, Attorney 
Richard Lynds outlined a 
brief presentation of the 
project. Lynds indicated 
that over the last 18 and 
a half months, the project 
team has been hard at work 

developing the project with 
entities like the BPDA and 
Gove Street Citizens Asso-
ciation. 

“I think people are pret-
ty happy to see this proj-
ect move forward,” said 
Lynds, who indicated that 
the project would involve 
the demolition of an auto 
repair facility that has been 
at the site for more than 60 
years, which he described 
as an eyesore. 

As his presentation pro-
gressed, Lynds walked 
through some photos of 
the site and reiterated that 
the project team would co-
operate with other devel-
opers on Geneva Street to 
improve the roadway. 

Moreover, Lynds also 
indicated that a courtyard 
consisting of around 5,000 
square feet of open space 
will be included in the rear 
of the building. 

To wrap up the presen-
tation, Donnie Garrity 
from O’Sullivan Archi-
tects walked through other 
plans, elevations, and fea-
tures, including a dog park, 
the building being all-elec-
tric, and more, before the 
project went to a vote. 

The Board’s Chair, Pris-
cilla Rojas, was the only 
member who commented 
or asked a question about 
the project. She compli-
mented the dog park and 
backyard amenity space. 
Ultimately, the Board 
unanimously approved the 
project. 
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We have changed our name.  
Our commitment to community-based care is the same.

Learn more at neighborhealth.com

Same neighbors.
New name.

EAST BOSTON CENTRAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL CELEBRATES FINAL LACROSSE GAME
PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

Coach Father Dan Zinger with EBCCS boys’ lacrosse team, from grades 4-8. See Page 9 for more photos.

Coach John Macaluso and the EBCCS girls’ lacrosse team, from grades 4-8.

Lusiantonio Rivero jumping, surrounded by Jason Figueroa, Santiago Ruiz, and David 
Quiroz.

Ibelis Diaz and Camila Correa celebrating a score.
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, JUNE 20TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY JUNE 26TH 2024

Krakus Imported Polish Ham .........................$6.99/lb
Belgioioso Slicing Provolone .......................... $5.99/lb
Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast ......................$6.99/lb
Kayem Natural Casing Franks ....................... $5.99/lb
Hans Kissle Cranberry Walnut Chicken Salad .....$13.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, June 21st through Sunday, June 23rd

"while supplies last"

Produce
Greenhouse Grown Cluster on the 
Vine Tomatoes .................................................$1.79/lb
Fresh & Juicy Lemons ............................................. 69¢
Tangy Limes .............................................................. 69¢
Fresh Tender Green Asparagus ................... $2.99/lb
Green Giant Baby Carrots 1 lb pkg .............2/$3.00
Fresh & Sweet Plump Blueberries full pint pkg ..2/$6.00

BAKERY

Montreal Fudge 9pk ........................................... $4.99
Our Own Oatmeal Raisin Cookies 10pk  ...........$2.49

DELI

Our Own In Store Antipasto Salad ............. $8.99/lb
Our Own In Store Rotisserie Chicken Salad ... $13.99/lb

PRODUCE

Whole Seedless Watermelon .............................. $4.99

MEAT

Grade A Chicken Wings .....................................$3.99/lb

GROCERY

Tropicana Orange Juice 52 oz.  ..........2/$7.00 limit 4

Dunkin K-Cups ...................................................... $6.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

London Broil Boneless Shoulder Steaks....$5.99/lb
Blade Steaks ..................................................$5.99/lb
Grade A Drumsticks ........................................99¢/lb
Grade A Boneless Chicken Thighs .............. $3.29/lb
Baby Back Pork Ribs ..................................... $4.29/lb
Fenway Meat Franks ..................................... 2/$9.00
Oscar Mayer Bacon 12 oz pkg......................... $8.99

Duncan Hines Brownie Mix ....................... 10/$10.00
Fage Yogurt ................................................ 10/$10.00
Annie's Macaroni & Cheese .......................... 2/$3.00

(ex: gluten free)
Rao's Pasta Sauce .............................................. $7.99
Hellmann's Mayonnaise 30 oz ..........................$5.99
Barilla Pasta ....................................................4/$5.00

(ex: gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready)
Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice 64 oz ........... 2/$5.00

(ex: 100%)
Capri Sun Drinks .............................................2/$6.00
Xtra Laundry Detergent ...............................2/$6.00
Hunts Snack Pack ...........................................4/$5.00
Knorr Rice or Pasta Side Dishes ..................4/$5.00
Sweet Baby Rays Barbecue Sauce ..............3/$5.00
Smart Ones Entrees .....................................2/$4.00
Cool Whip .........................................................2/$4.00
Pepperidge Farm Layer Cakes ...........................$3.99
Newman's Own Lemonade .............................2/$6.00
Hood Sour Cream 16 oz ...............................2/$4.00

Bakery
Our Own Corn Muffins 4 pk ................................. $5.99
David's Cake Slices ..........................................2/$7.00
8" Blueberry Pie ....................................................$7.99

100 Swift Street, East Boston • 25 Dorchester Avenue, Boston • firstprioritycu.com
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EAST BOSTON CENTRAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL CELEBRATES FINAL LACROSSE GAME
East Boston Central 

Catholic School (EBCCS) 
celebrated their final la-
crosse game of the season 
with a pizza party on June 

5 at LoPresti Park. When 
EBCCS started offering 
lacrosse last year, only 
two students were familiar 
with the sport. Now there 

are 40 players, in grades 
4-8, who are enthusiastic, 
keen athletes. 

“We taught them how 
to play the game and basic 

skills. It’s amazing how 
everything came togeth-
er,” said boys’ lacrosse 
coach, Father Dan Zinger, 
who is proud of how hard 

the students work. “They 
like the camaraderie, 
learning something new, 
the competition, and being 
outside in a big field next 

to the ocean.” 
The red girls’ team won 

the final game of the sea-
son 4:2, and the boys’ yel-
low team won 6:3.

Carlos Hincapie Gutierrez and Diego Garcia.

Mia Macaluso and Victoria Rodriguez.

Kayla Gomes being chased by Alyson Rozzi, Mia Santillana, and Anayah Augustave. Allen Maria throwing the ball.

Anayah Augustave being chased by Alexia Palma, Alana Newhook, Elena Gonzalez, and 
Samara Mejia.

Luisantonio Rivero reaching for Santiago Ruiz as he jumps.
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BC HIGH SCHOOL 
HOLDS 160TH 
COMMENCEMENT 
CEREMONY

Recently, Boston Col-
lege High School wel-
comed 249 young men 
into its alumni network 
during the school’s 160th 
commencement ceremo-
ny. The Class of 2024 in-
cluded one student from 
Beacon Hill, four students 
from Charlestown, four 
students from East Bos-
ton, four students from 

Everett, one student from 
Jamaica Plain, four stu-
dents from Revere, and 
six students from Win-
throp, whose names and 
applicable awards can be 
found below along with a 
news release.

East Boston: Pablo Avi-
la, Gabriel Aviles-Lemus, 
Jesse Ramos, Thomas Zir-
polo.

GSNA JUNE 24
MEETING AGENDA

Gove Street Neighbor-
hood Association (GSNA)

Agenda for Monday, 
June 24, 2024, at 6:30 PM

Please register for this 
virtual meeting on our 
website: https://www.
govestreet.org/meetings

Agenda (approx. 45 
min)

City Councilor Gabri-
ela Coletta Zapata - Up-
dates and Q&A

BPD (Sgt. Cintolo) - 
Updates

City Hall (Mela Villa 
Gomez) - Updates

SEEKING VOLUN-
TEERS for Gove Street 
Community picnic on 
Monday, July 29

TENTATIVE Mass-
DOT Sumner Tunnel 
Closure for Restoration - 
Q&A

Monday, June 24 · 6:30 
– 7:30pm

Google Meet joining 
info

Video call link: https://
meet.google.com/qjw-kz-
kp-age

Or dial: 347-754-4812. 
PIN: 480 183 197#

On Thursday, June 6, 
the East Boston Chamber 
of Commerce held a spe-
cial celebration to honor 
its past Presidents who 
have presided over the 
Chamber and its Board 
of Directors.  A barbecue 
and coffee were served 
to the past Presidents and 
a moment of silence was 
observed to commemorate 
those who have passed 
away.  Special tribute was 
given for Albert “Buddy” 
Mangini by City Coun-
cilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata.  Citations were 
bestowed upon the past 
Presidents along with a to-
ken of their service to the 
community in the form of 
a key to the city.  In atten-
dance included past pres-
idents Diane Modica, Jim 
Kearney, Marisa DiPietro, 
and Karina  Barreto rep-
resenting Veronica Ro-
bles.  Also attending were 
City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta Zapata, Yamina 
Latchmi from Senator 
Lydia Edwards’ office, 

and Steven Gringas  from 
Representative Adrian 
Madaro’s office. Cham-
ber members were in at-
tendance along with long 
time business community 
supporters and today’s 
Chamber President, Shir-
ley Fabbo.  This event 
celebrated the rich and di-
verse history of the Cham-
ber and the ever changing 
business landscape we 
have here in East Boston. 

El jueves, 6/6/24, la 
Cámara de Comercio de 
East Boston celebró un 
evento especial para hon-
rar a sus expresidentes que 
han presidido la Cámara 
y su Junta Directiva. Se 
sirvieron una barbacoa y 
café a los expresidentes y 
se observó un momento de 
silencio para conmemorar 
a aquellos que han falleci-
do. La Concejal Gabriela 
Coletta Zapata rindió un 
homenaje especial a Al-
bert “Buddy” Mangini. Se 
otorgaron reconocimien-
tos a los expresidentes 
junto con un símbolo de su 

servicio a la comunidad en 
forma de una llave de la ci-
udad. Entre los asistentes 
se encontraban los expres-
identes Diane Modica, Jim 
Kearney, Marisa DiPietro, 
y Karina Barreto en repre-
sentación de Veronica Ro-
bles. También asistieron la 
Concejal Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata, Yamina Latchmi 
de la oficina de la Senado-
ra Lydia Edwards, y Ste-
ven Gringas de la oficina 
del Representante Adrian 
Madaro. Miembros de la 

Cámara estuvieron pre-
sentes junto con segui-
dores de la comunidad 
empresarial de larga data 

y la actual Presidenta de 
la Cámara, Shirley Fab-
bo. Este evento celebró la 
rica y diversa historia de la 

Cámara y el siempre cam-
biante panorama empre-
sarial que tenemos aquí en 
East Boston.

THINK OF 
IT AS AN 
OWNER’S 
MANUAL

FOR YOUR
 MONEY.

The free Consumer Action 
Handbook. In print and online
at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s
the everyday guide to getting
the most for your hard-
earned money. For your 
free copy, order online at
ConsumerAction.gov; write
to Handbook, Pueblo, CO
81009; or call toll-free
1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
PLEASE CALL 617-567-4499         SPINELLIS.COM

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceañera, Reunion,

Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes

Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service
and professionalism to ensure the success of

your special occasion.

Please accept sincere condolences, from the Spinelli’s family and staff.
During this difficult time, we would like to offer our facility at a specially

reduced price, for you, your family and friends.

SERVED UPON ARRIVAL - Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

BUFFET LUNCHEON MENU

Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter, Chicken, Ziti & Broccoli
Alfredo, Eggplant Parmigiana, Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499           www.spinellis.com

Above price does not include a 15% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

PINELLI’S
F U N C T I O N  F A C I L I T Y

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $15.50 Per
Person

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

No Real Estate Transfers are available this week

Pictured Karina Barreto representing previous past President Veronica Robles, Steven 
Gringas  from Representative Adrian Madaro’s office, Yamina Latchmi from Senator Lydia 
Edwards’ office, past President Marisa DiPietro, City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata, 
and past President Jim Kearney.

Past President Diane Mod-
ica toasting with a cup of 
coffee.

EAST BOSTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PAYS TRIBUTE TO PAST PRESIDENTS

Excel Academy Charter High School students Nicole Arbo-
leda and Anthony Martinez, pictured at Piers Park on their 
way to the school prom June 7.

EXCEL ACADEMY CHARTER 
HIGH SCHOOL PROM Special to the Times-Free Press

The 2024 edition of 
Boston Harborfest – the 
country’s largest and 
Boston’s most expansive 
July Fourth celebration 
– runs July 1 through 4 
with events stretching 
from Downtown Cross-
ing to the North End and 
from the Boston Common 
to Boston Harbor. The 
Downtown Boston Busi-
ness Improvement District 
(Downtown Boston BID) 
is a co-sponsor of Harbor-
fest, with the City of Bos-
ton, Meet Boston and oth-
ers listed here. A full press 
release is available here. 

Harborfest kicks off in 
Downtown Crossing July 
1 with a noon opening cer-
emony featuring local and 
international public offi-
cials, hospitality leaders 
and military representa-
tives; Downtown Boston 
BID President Michael J. 
Nichols hosts. 

“The rich history and 
culture of Boston comes 
alive for Harborfest,” 
Nichols says. “Downtown 
is the perfect backdrop for 
recalling the American 
Revolution, honoring our 
country’s move to free-
dom, and celebrating the 
dynamic city and coun-
try that has emerged ever 
since. Residents and 4th of 
July visitors will love the 
events, the music, the art 
and the people-watching 

here and on the waterfront 
during Harborfest week.”  

This year, Harborfest 
deepens its ties to Bos-
ton’s rich maritime his-
tory with a Navy Week 
collaboration including 
special events, demonstra-
tions and performances. 
This year will mark the 
first Navy Week in Boston 
since 2012. 

Harborfest coverage 
highlights in Downtown 
Crossing:

DAILY: Daily events 
July 1-4 comprise live 
entertainment from local 
performers and musicians 
from two stages in Down-
town Crossing, as well as 
roaming musicians, his-
torical re-enactors, and 
costumed characters. A 
beer garden pops up on 
the Summer Street Plaza 
(Summer St. @ Wash-
ington St.) from July 1-3, 
12 noon to 5 pm, in part-
nership with Democracy 
Brewing and Distraction 
Brewing. 

JULY 1: 12 noon to 1 
pm - Opening Ceremony. 
A ceremonial cake-cutting 
with public officials and 
other city leaders kicks 
off Boston Harborfest 
festivities. Roving re-en-
actors and staff from the 
USS Constitution engage 
with visitors, and the fife-
and-drum group Liberty 
performs. Includes cut-
ting and serving of the 
ceremonial cake. To honor 

Boston’s Navy Week, the 
Navy Band performs prior 
to the ceremony. FREE. 
(Summer Street Plaza) 

JULY 2: In addition to 
the evening’s Boston Har-
borfest Fireworks, view-
able at Long Wharf at 
9:15 pm, and the Pre-Fire-
works Concert at Chris-
topher Columbus Park at 
6 pm, today’s Downtown 
Boston highlights include 
daylong free entertain-
ment and:

2 to 4 pm – Chowder-
fest Chowder Tasting. 
Restaurants from around 
the Boston area offer up 
tasty samples of the cel-
ebrated New England 
summer staple for visitors 
to enjoy and pick their 
favorite. DJ Whysham 
spins tunes while visitors 
chow(der) down. FREE. 
(Washington Street at 
the Downtown Crossing 
Steps)

JULY 3: 2 to 3 pm 
– Macy’s All American 
Fashion Show. Macy’s In-
dependence Day-themed 
fashion show highlights 
streetwear looks on citizen 
models from the neighbor-
hood, including the best 
of new summer trends. 
FREE (Downtown Cross-
ing Steps)

4 to 8 PM – Salute To 
Service Block Party. Bos-
ton Navy Week and Har-
borfest merge at this fes-
tive “shore leave” block 
party, taking over Summer 

Street with live musical 
entertainment, a DJ, and 
giveaways that honor sail-
ors and the military com-
munity. FREE and open 
to 21+. (Summer Street 
Plaza)

JULY 4: City of Bos-
ton’s 248th Independence 
Day Celebration. 

9 AM – A short pa-
rade steps off from City 
Hall Plaza and passes the 
Granary Burial Ground, 
where wreaths will be laid 
on the graves of patriots. 
FREE. Parade viewing all 
along the route.

10 AM – Parade contin-
ues to the Old State House 
where the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Com-
pany continues its tradi-
tion of reading the Dec-
laration of Independence 
from the State House bal-
cony. FREE.

1:30 PM – “A Day of 
Unity: Reading Frederick 
Douglass.” A communi-
ty-led reading of Fred-
erick Douglass’s aboli-
tionist speech, “What to 
the Slave Is the Fourth of 
July?” Embracing stirring 
historical and joyful con-
temporary elements, the 
event includes live music, 
gospel vocalists, a local 
DJ, and African dance 
performances. Event con-
cludes with an ice cream 
social. FREE (Steps at 
Downtown Crossing)

Boston Harborfest returns for its 42nd edition July 1 – 4

News in Brief
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EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI AND FRIENDS REUNION
East Boston High 

School alumni and friends 
enjoyed a multi-class re-
union Saturday, June 8 at 
the Orient Heights Yacht 
Club.

Dawn Clark, one of the 
main organizers of the 
reunion, welcomed the 
many guests who were 
representing classes from 
1965 through 1996. The 
Class of 1984 was cele-
brating its 40th reunion.

“Life is so short that we 
want to be able to see our 
longtime friends that we 
don’t always get to see,” 
Clark told the gathering. 
“Just because you’re in 
another area or another 
state doesn’t mean that 
you’re not our friends so 
we want to thank every-
one for taking the time to 
be here.”

One graduate said 
proudly from the audience 
that “The Class of 1980 
was the 100th graduating 
class of East Boston High 
School.

Clark thanked the many 

people who assisted her in 
organizing the reunion.

The graduates remi-
nisced about their years 
growing up in Eastie and 
attending East Boston 
High School.

Robert Bulla, EBHS 
Class of 1988, owner of 
Sons of Sicily Eatery, Sau-
gus, provided a delicious 
buffet dinner and also 
served as the DJ.

Gilda DiBenedetto and 
Dawn Clark.

The Palmisano Twins, John 
and Patrick, pictured at the 
reunion.

Reunion leaders, Dawn 
Clark and Sheila. 

Tommy Mangone of the Class of 1973, Julie Dee, Janet 
Garufo, and Lydia Sarno from the Class of 1974.

Robert Bulla (Class of 1988), Alex Bulla (Class of 1983), 
Carmine D’Amelio (Class of 1988), and Timmy McCarthy 
(Class of 1982).

Danielle Boyer (left) and Dawn Clark (right), pictured with 
their mother, Linda Boyer, who assisted at the reception 
and raffle drawing tables.

Dawn Clark and Robert 
Bulla, who was the caterer 
and DJ for the reunion.

Reunion organizer Dawn 
Clark delivers her welcom-
ing remarks to the alumni 
and guests in attendance.

Representing the Class of 1965, Josephine Celona Pullo, 
Vikki Borden Drelick, Marie Ventresca Augur, Petrina Caci 
Botte, and Phyllis Mazza.

Tommy Mangone of the Class of 1973), Faith Fiore and 
Carol Celona from the Class of 1980.

Graduates of East Boston High School Class of 1984 are pictured at the reunion Saturday at 
Orient Heights Yacht Club.

Dawn Clark and friends, including Timmy McCarthy, Robert Bulla, and other EBHS alumni, 
at the reunion.

Graduates of East Boston High School, pictured at the reunion Saturday at Orients Heights 
Yacht Club.

The Class of 1988, Rosemarie Lopes Evora, John Marotta, Maria Valentini, Francesca Trevi-
so, and Debbie Sorrentino.

Patrick Palmisano (Class of 1989), Daniele Boyer (Class of 
1996), Joe Napolitano (Class of 1989), and John Palmisano 
(Class of 1989).
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EAST BOSTON HIGH CLASS OF 2024 SENIOR PROM AT LOGAN’S HYATT REGENCY HOTEL

The senior class of East 
Boston High School gath-
ered at an outside venue at 
the Logan Hyatt Regency 

Hotel for the prom.
The classmates got 

to enjoy a final night of 
friendship and an oppor-

tunity to share memories 
from the past 4 years. For 
some they will be mov-
ing on to higher learning, 

possibly in other parts of 
the country, some into 
armed forces, and some 
will become part of the 

working force. No mat-
ter the choice, their time 
as students, enjoying all 
the events and sports that 

made them who they are 
is now officially over, and 
this prom is a way to say 
good luck, and fare well.

Daniela Pulido and Steven Mejia. Sebastian Cruz and Teresa Martinez. Jose Castro and Nuria Calles.

Briana Villatoro and Justin Norena. Jacob Delmuto and Delia Burke-McCrary. Carly Allen and Eddie Kinney.

Johan Munoz and Mcrary Alvarado. Anastasia Agustinelli and David Ruiz. Manuela Calderon and Alejandro Hejia.
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Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SOLD

SUN TRANSCRIPT

First in Sail

East Boston
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Home To The Je
t

ON THE GREENWAY

SNAP • HIP • City of Boston Farmers Market 
coupons accepted on applicable items!

A rotating selection of
more local New England farms,

food producers & artisans! 

THURSDAYS | 2-6PM
June 13th - Oct 24th

MILK ST & INDIA ST
on The Greenway

RESTAURANT 

LOS 
CUATES
It’s Delicious!

Tues - Sat
5-10 p.m.

57 Bennington St
East Boston

857-338-8080

EAST BOSTON HIGH CLASS OF 2024 SENIOR PROM AT LOGAN’S HYATT REGENCY HOTEL

Gianna Capone and Camdyn Leger.

Melanie Aponte, Cyana Pierre, Grace Linnane, and Alexandra Collado.

Katie Martinez and Cynthie Villatoro.

David Sosa and Isabella Martinez.

Larissa Lima and Jenifer Rodrigues.

For Advertising Rates, Call 
617-884-2416

Co

ng
rat

ulations,

Co

ng
rat

ulations,

Boston, MA  |  adventschool.org
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336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Honoring Memories and traditions, one family at a time
139 years of continuous, faithful & trusted service in East Boston & Revere

❖
vazzafunerals.com | 262 Beach St. Revere, MA 02151

781-284-1127 | 781-284-7756

Beechwood Home for Funerals

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

To place a 
memoriam in 

the Times Free 
Press, 

please call 
781-485-0588

Joseph DiMarzo
Of Revere

Phyllis Fisher
AKA/The Cake Lady

Phyllis J. (Perry) Fish-
er of East Boston passed 
away peacefully on Fri-
day, June 14, at 89 years 
of age. 

Phyllis was known as 
“The Cake Lady” by those 
who knew her, always 
producing the most taste-
ful, decorated cakes for 
family and friends. She 
will be truly missed by all 
who knew and loved her.

The loving wife of the 
late Robert Fisher, she 
was the devoted mother 
of Joyce Stasio and her 
husband, Joseph of Haver-
hill, Joan Addesa and her 
husband, Michael of Re-
vere, Wayne Fisher and 
his wife, Maria and Glenn 
Fisher and his wife, Lisa, 
all of Mashpee and the 
late Eric Fisher; dear sis-
ter of Audrey DiPasquale 
of Winthrop, Barbara 
Fronduto of East Boston 
and predeceased by three 
sisters and five broth-
ers; adored grandmother 
of Jason, Joseph, Evan, 
Michael, Mark, Justin, 
Robert, Glenn Jr., Olivia, 
and Tristan. She is also 
survived by many loving 
great-grandchildren, niec-
es, and nephews.

Family and friends will 
honor Phyllis’s life by 

gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, East 
Boston on Sunday, June 
23rd from 1 to 5 p.m.  A 
prayer service will be held 
toward the end of the vis-
iting hours. Phyllis will be 
buried with her husband, 
Robert, at Massachusetts 
VA National Cemetery, 
Bourne at a later date. 
May they rest in peace.

In honoring Phyllis’s 
life and in lieu of flow-
ers, memorial donations 
may be made to American 
Cancer Society, P.O. Box 
42040, Oklahoma City 
OK 73123.  She will be 
truly missed by all who 
knew and loved her. For 
more information please 
visit www.ruggieromh.
com.

Lorraine DeCristoforo
She leaves a legacy of love, kindness, and 

unwavering faith

Lorraine M. (Amato) 
DeCristoforo of East Bos-
ton passed away peace-
fully on Friday, June 14, 
2024 at 90 years of age. 

Lorraine was a be-
loved figure in her com-
munity, earning her nick-
name “Mother Lorraine” 
for her nurturing spirit 
and boundless compas-
sion, reminiscent of the 
renowned Mother Tere-
sa. Throughout her life, 
Lorraine found immense 
joy in two passions: cook-
ing and her family. Her cu-
linary creations were leg-
endary, bringing together 
friends and family alike 
with her delicious meals 
that always had that extra 
touch of love. Her kitch-
en was not just a place to 
prepare food but a hub of 
warmth and togetherness 
where laughter and stories 
were shared over hearty 
meals. Lorraine could of-
ten be found humming 
along to the tunes of Tom 
Jones and Johnny Mathis, 
her favorite artists who 
brought her comfort and 
joy.

Lorraine leaves behind 
a legacy of love, kindness 
and unwavering faith. Her 
memory will forever be 
cherished by all who had 
the privilege of knowing 
her. She will be great-
ly missed by her family, 
friends, and the commu-
nity she enriched with her 
presence.

The beloved wife of the 
late Richard DeCristoforo 
and the loving daughter of 
the late Andrew and Albi-
na (Loiselle) Amato, she 
was the devoted mother of 

Americo “Ricky” DeCris-
toforo and his longtime 
partner, JeanMarie and 
Andrew DeCristoforo and 
his wife, Sandra; dear sis-
ter of the late Andrew and 
Mike Amato; cherished 
grandmother of Haley, 
Evan, Richie, Erick, and 
Clifford and great-grand-
mother of Dante and 
Diya. She is also survived 
by many loving nieces, 
nephews, and extended 
family members. 

Family and friends will 
honor Lorraine’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, 
East Boston, (TODAY) 
Wednesday, June 19th 
from 4 to 7 p.m. and again 
on Thursday morning at 
8:30 before leaving in pro-
cession to Sacred Heart 
Parish, East Boston, for a 
Funeral Mass celebrating 
her life at 10 a.m. Ser-
vices will conclude with 
Lorriane being laid to rest 
with her beloved husband, 
Richard, at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett. May 
they rest in peace,

For more information, 
please visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com

Joseph A. DiMarzo 
of Revere passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, 
May 1, 2024.

The beloved husband of 
Linda Calleja of Florida, 
he was the devoted father 
of Dominic DiMarzo and 
the late Darlene DiMar-
zo, dear brother of Frank 
DiMarzo, Marie Pepe, 
Marion Puleio and the late 
Rose Bruno and he is also 
survived by many loving 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, as well as 
his nieces and nephews. 

Family and friends will 
honor Joseph’s life by 

gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
East Boston, on Satur-
day, June 22nd from 12 
Noon to 3 p,m. To leave 
an online condolence, vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

Birthday Remembrance

Love You So Much! 
Dad, Mom and Jennifer 

June 19, 1980 - June 19, 2024 
Rich Ford

We just wanted to wish  
You a Happy Birthday 

Thinking of you,  
Especially today 
Wish we could be 

Celebrating with you 
We can’t even put into 

Words how much  
We are missing you. 

La Esquina Verde coming 
soon to Maverick Street 

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

La Esquina Verde, “a 
new food venture in East 
Boston,” is set to come to 
the building at 389 Mav-
erick Street, the site of 
the former Tawakal Halal 
Cafe, according to Móni-
ca Leitner-Laserna, who 
presented plans for the es-
tablishment at Monday’s 
Jeffries Point Neighbor-
hood Association (JPNA) 
meeting.  

“We’re really a local 
food hub focused on sus-
tainable practices,” said 
Leitner-Laserna, who is 
taking on this endeavor 
with her business partner 
Ricardo Monroy. “La Es-
quina Verde in English is 
the green corner, so we’re 
right on the corner of Jef-
fries and Maverick; we 
are going to be painting it 
green.” 

As part of the plans, 
the establishment is set to 
offer cooking classes, ca-
tering and meal plans, and 
events. There are plans for 
public and private events 
along with pop-up chefs. 

For example, one of the 
public events Leitner-La-
serna outlined was Public 
Kitchen, a program from 
the Design Studio For So-
cial Intervention, a group 
based in Dorchester. 

Currently, Leitner-La-
serna hopes to open in 
mid-July. The plan is to 
use the space from around 
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 “We are hoping to use 
the space as much as pos-
sible because we really 
want it to be a space for 
the community, for pop-up 
chefs, for people who are 
interested in doing events, 
so we’re saying about 5-7 
days a week,” she said. 

Moreover, improve-
ments and slight reno-
vations are taking place. 
However, Leitner-Laser-
na indicated they are not 
changing the building’s 
layout. “We’re saying it’s 
a development project, but 
it actually right now is re-
ally just a new use of the 
space for this business.” 

Leitner-Laserna also 
outlined some of the ben-
efits La Esquina Verde 
would bring to East Bos-
ton. 

“La Esquina Verde is 
committed to benefiting 
the community by having 
an affordable and acces-
sible commercial kitchen 
available as well as afford-
able and accessible events 
and classes,” she said. 

For example, the estab-
lishment will collaborate 
with local non-profits like 
Maverick Landing and 
Eastie Farm, of which 
Leitner-Laserna is a 

co-founder. Further, a por-
tion of La Esquina Verde’s 
profits will go toward local 
non-profits and initiatives, 
and the establishment will 
promote and educate sus-
tainable practices. 

It should be noted that 
Leitner-Laserna and Mon-
roy have a wealth of expe-
rience they can share with 
the community. Both have 
teaching experience, as 
Leitner-Laserna has been 
a teacher for 15 years, and 
Monroy is a culinary arts 
teacher. 

Moreover, both have 
a connection to Haley 
House, a non-profit in 
Roxbury that features 
a program called Take 
Back the Kitchen, which 
offers affordable and bi-
lingual cooking classes. 
Leitner-Laserna has ties 
to several other establish-
ments, like Eastie Farm, 
as previously mentioned. 

After the presentation, 
Leitner-Laserna took 
questions from those in at-
tendnace. Josh Schmidt, a 
JPNA Board Member, had 
asked about the establish-
ment’s potential collab-
oration with Eastie Farm 
and its CSA (Community 
Supported Agriculture). 

Eastie Farm’s CSA al-
lows residents to sign up 
for and purchase shares 
containing a weekly sup-
ply of fresh produce from 
local farms and the organi-
zation. 

While Leitner-Laser-
na indicated they are still 
working out the details, 
she theorized that patrons 
might get a discount on 
La Esquina Verde classes 
if they are CSA members 
and that there may be spe-
cial events for CSA mem-
bers. 

Another attendee asked 
if there would be food for 
sale, to which Leitner-La-
serna said yes and empha-
sized it would probably be 
“an open-fridge grab-and-
go situation.” She also 
indicated that people can 
sign up for meal plans, 
which she said is basically 
picking up a whole week’s 
worth of food. 

Finally, it should be 
noted that La Esquina 
Verde is running a Nu-
Market campaign with a 
week remaining to raise 
money for renovations. 
When you donate, you get 
120% back in store cred-
its. For more information 
about the campaign or to 
donate, visit https://nu-
market.co/fund/la-esqui-
na-verde-boston. 

For more information 
about La Esquina Verde, 
visit its website at https://
www.laesquinaverdebos-
ton.com/.

2024
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The Massachusetts 
House of Representatives 
passed a wide-ranging 
opioid bill which covers 
the licensure of recovery 
coaches, makes opioid 
overdose reversal drugs 
more accessible, protects 
harm reduction providers, 
and removes barriers that 
new mothers in recovery 
face at the time they give 
birth.  

“As families across 
Massachusetts know all 
too well, the impact of 
opioid addiction can be 
utterly devastating for the 
individual and for their 
loved ones, which is why 
a continued focus on com-
bating substance use is a 
critical responsibility that 
we have as elected offi-
cials,” said House Speak-
er Ronald J. Mariano 
(D-Quincy). “I want to 
thank Chairman Michle-
witz and Chairman Mada-
ro for their tireless work 
on this legislation, as well 
as all my colleagues in the 
House for recognizing the 
need for reforms that will 
help those dealing with 
addiction on their journey 
to recovery.”

“This legislation will 
help the Commonwealth 
to address the opioid epi-
demic by expanding treat-
ment options and by mak-
ing it easier for those in 
need to seek assistance,” 
said Representative Aaron 
Michlewitz (D-Boston), 
Chair of the House Com-
mittee on Ways & Means. 
“By making treatment 
options more accessible 
and by removing barriers 
for thousands of people 
seeking help, we can help 
people rebuild their lives 
and stay on the road to 
recovery. I want to thank 
Speaker Mariano for his 
commitment and dedica-
tion to this issue, as well 
as Chairman Madaro, and 
all my House colleagues 
for their work and dedi-
cation to addressing sub-
stance use disorder.”

“The bill passed today 
builds on the commitment 
of the House to support 
individuals and communi-
ties across the Common-
wealth who are dealing 
with the effects of the opi-
oid crisis,” said Represen-
tative Adrian C. Madaro 
(D-East Boston), House 
Chair of the Joint Com-
mittee on Mental Health, 
Substance Use and Recov-
ery. “By ensuring greater 
access to overdose rever-
sal drugs, protecting harm 
reduction workers, remov-
ing barriers to mothers in 
recovery, and licensing 
recovery coaches, we are 
empowering health care 
providers, community 
members, and individuals 
to save lives. Thank you 
to Speaker Mariano for 
your leadership and guid-
ance on this issue, and to 
Chair Michlewitz for your 
partnership in passing this 
critical legislation.”

In 2023, there were 
2,125 confirmed and esti-
mated opioid-related over-
dose deaths, according to 
the latest data published 
by the Department of Pub-
lic Health (DPH). In 2023, 
there were 232 fewer 
confirmed and estimated 
deaths than 2022.

Recovery coaches 
Recovery coaches help 

people with substance use 
needs become and stay 
engaged in their recovery 
process. The bill passed 
today establishes recov-
ery coach licensing and 
oversight within DPH, 
and mandates that all 
health plans cover recov-
ery coach services with-
out cost-sharing or prior 
authorization. The bill 
also directs the Bureau of 
Substance Addiction Ser-
vices (BSAS) to study and 
report on barriers to cer-
tification, credentialing, 
and other employment 
and practice requirements 
for recovery coaches, and 
requires them to create a 

peer support program for 
recovery coaches consist-
ing of mentorship, tech-
nical assistance on billing 
and employment practic-
es, and resources. 

“This marks a pivotal 
moment for our commu-
nity and for those battling 
substance use disorders,” 
said Representative Jim 
O’Day (D-West Boyl-
ston), Fourth Division 
Chair and lead sponsor of 
the bill.  “With the pas-
sage of H. 4743, we are 
taking significant steps 
to enhance treatment op-
tions, expand coverage, 
and, crucially, to recog-
nize the indispensable role 
of recovery coaches. This 
legislation builds on our 
historical commitment to 
reducing stigma and pro-
viding comprehensive 
support for individuals 
in recovery. By embrac-
ing harm reduction strat-
egies, patient education, 
and compassionate care, 
we are advancing public 
health and offering re-
newed hope to those af-
fected by substance use 
disorders. Together, we are 
forging a path towards a 
healthier, more supportive 
future for all. Let us stand 
proud of this achievement 
and continue to champion 
the cause of recovery.” 

Opioid overdose 
reversal drugs 

The bill passed today 
mandates that all health 

plans cover opioid over-
dose reversal drugs, 
such as naloxone, with-
out cost-sharing or pri-
or authorization. It also 
requires substance use 
disorder treatment facili-
ties to educate on and dis-
pense at least two doses 
of opioid overdose rever-
sal drugs to an individual 
upon discharge, as well as 
requires hospitals to ed-
ucate on and prescribe or 
dispense at least two doses 
of opioid overdose rever-
sal drugs to an individual 
with a history of opioid 
use or opioid use disorder 
upon discharge. 

It also requires phar-
macies in areas with high 
incidence of overdose to 
maintain a continuous 
supply of opioid overdose 
reversal drugs and to re-
port to DPH if they are 
unable to maintain com-
pliance with this provision 
due to insufficient stock or 
supply.

Patient education 
In an effort to prevent 

opioid misuse, the bill re-
quires prescribers to be 
educated on pain treat-
ment, including appro-
priate non-opioid alterna-
tives to pain treatment. It 
also requires pharmacists 
to provide printed educa-
tional materials issued by 
DPH on non-opioid alter-
natives for the treatment 
of pain to patients prior to 
dispensing an opioid. 

Harm reduction 
The bill protects pub-

lic health or harm reduc-
tion organizations and 
their agents who provide 
drug-checking services, 
such as needle exchange 
programs, to reduce the 
risk of accidental over-
dose from civil liability or 
professional disciplinary 
action from a board of reg-
istration, as well as from 
being criminally charged 
or prosecuted for posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia, unlawful possession of 
controlled substances, and 
conspiracy to violate the 
Controlled Substances Act 
(the CSA). 

It also protects individ-
uals who seek drug-check-
ing services on substances 
intended only for personal 
use from being criminally 
charged or prosecuted for 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, unlawful pos-
session of controlled sub-
stances, and conspiracy to 
violate the CSA while on 
the premises of a public 
health or harm reduction 
organization providing 
said services. 

Ensuring 
non-discriminatory 

treatment
The bill clarifies DPH’s 

authority to enforce an-
ti-discrimination protec-
tions for people with sub-
stance use disorder who 
are on public health insur-

ance. It also prohibits life 
insurance companies from 
limiting or refusing cover-
age to individuals solely 
because they obtained an 
opioid overdose reversal 
drug for themselves or 
others. It also prohibits 
discrimination on the basis 
of lawful possession and 
use of a medication for the 
treatment of an opioid-re-
lated substance use disor-
der, such as methadone or 
buprenorphine.

Pregnant people on 
medications for addic-

tion treatment 
The bill passed today 

removes “physical depen-
dence upon an addictive 
drug at birth” from the 
conditions necessitating 
a child abuse and neglect 
report, thereby exempting 
pregnant people taking 
medications prescribed 
by their doctor from auto-
matic investigation by the 
Department of Children 
and Families (DCF). It 
requires DCF, in consul-
tation with DPH, the Of-
fice of the Child Advocate 
(OCA), and stakeholders, 
to promulgate regulations 
on the care, treatment, and 
reporting of substance-ex-
posed newborns (SENs).

Having passed the 
House of Representatives 
153-0, the bill now goes to 
the Senate for its consider-
ation. 

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

2 col. x 3 inch
$360.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING ROOFING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLASTERING
AUGUSTA 

PLASTERING
Interior/Exterior

• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING
RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES

Mowing - Weeding
Trimming: Bushes Shrubs

Everywhere in Front & Back Yard
New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work

Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Delco Utilities, Inc.

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICES

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140ISMA CERTIFIED  FULLY INSURED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MA #E32101

oB st ts oe nB

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations
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Repair

New Roof
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75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project
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Foundations

20

Chimney Repairs
Gutters

Carpentry
Roof Repairs
Replacement

Painting • Siding
Foundations

617-377-0527
Call for a FREE Estimate!

CLEANING 
SERVICES CONTRACTOR

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

DEADLINES: For classified line ads, 
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m.
___________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588.

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

PCA Needed in Everett.
Please call Susan 617-389-6190. 
Hablo Español
7-10
-----------

PCA NEEDED

6 garages, approx 11,400 SF 
of land $1,300,000 
617-470-3156,617-846-9318,
617-569-2016. Bob or Claire

WWIINNTTHHRROOPP  22  FFAAMMIILLYY

Massachusetts House passes bill to prevent opioid-related overdose deaths

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages 

residents to submit    
engagement, wedding and 

birth announcements, 
news releases, business and 

education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for 

publication. Items should be 
forwarded to our offices at 
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 
02151.  We also encourage 

readers to e-mail news 
releases and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com



Page 16 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, June 19, 2024

2x2 classified 

ad size shown 
to scale

12 weeks of
 eyes on your ad

CHOOSE FROM SIX COMMUNITIES TO ADVERTISE IN!

12 WEEKS  1 PRICE
One 2x2 Ad → April - June ← ONLY $18000*

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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50 CENTS

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING?
CALL LILIANA MONROY 

617.820.6649
Liliana has more than $50,000,000+ 

in sales worth of experience!

NEWS BRIEFS

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See Page 17 for a See Page 17 for a 
stroll through timestroll through time

See Page 3 for a See Page 3 for a 
stroll through timestroll through time

DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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DELI HELP WANTED
MUST BE OVER 18 YEARS OLD | MUST BE  

FLEXIBLE WITH HOURS | DAYS-EVENING-WEEKENDS
PLEASE CALL MARC OR CHRIS 617-846-6880

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.846.1020      C21SEAPORT.COM      218 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP 2-9

Thinking of Buying, Selling, or Thinking of Buying, Selling, or 
need to rent your apartment? need to rent your apartment? 

We've got you covered.We've got you covered.
Call Jan Stevens at 617-877-6455 

or Kimberly Hodson at 760-214-6865

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Single Family Beach Oasis
A Must See — 129 Strandway

$895,000— Offered by Elizabeth Ferrara

New to Market!New to Market!

EElliizzaabbeetthh  FFeerrrraarraa  
((778811))  771188--77009944

SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See COLD SNAP Page 4

Lovelines
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6

See McGARY Page 2

Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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Theresa Conte
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Gerardo Iannuzzi
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Spring into savings today!Spring into savings today!

&

*$180 per paper

The Friends of the 
Mary Ellen Welch Green-
way held a Bocce and Bis-
cotti Night on Friday June 
7th. The bocce courts are 
located on the Greenway 
in Bremen Street Park, be-
hind the YMCA. 

Friend and neighbors 
took turns, playing in 4 
teams.  Team Captains 
Frank Gerardi and Enzo 
Leone instructed players 
throughout the night and 
managed the score board. 

The Friends of the 
Mary Ellen Welch Green-
way will host more Bocce 

nights, in hopes to turn it 
into a league. For those in-
terested in playing on your 
own, you may “rent” boc-
ce sets, rake and broom at 
the YMCA during normal 
business hours at no cost. 

The Friends thank 
Massport for the bocce 
court upkeep and main-
tenance, complete rehab 
and the YMCA for their 
partnership. Please check 
out the website for more 
information please log 
onto maryellenwelchgre-
enway.org.

BOCCE AND BISCOTTI NIGHT

Michael McVay, Maria Capogreco, Frank Gerardi and Chris-
tian Cappuccio.

State Rep. Adrian Madaro displays good form while throw-
ing the bocce ball.

Brian and Kelsey Neiswander, Katie Calandriello getting 
ready to play bocce.

 Team Captain Enzo Leone guides Neelesh Bafra.

  

It's that time of year! 
  

Photos should be at a beach or swimming pool setting.
Please include your child's name and the paper you wish 

to be published in.

SEND YOUR BEACH BABY TO: promo@reverejournal.com by  
Thursday, August 15th

Photos will be published in our Aug. 21and 22 issues of 
The Revere Journal, Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn Journal, 
The Everett Independent, Chelsea Record & East Boston Times.

Not responsible for lost or unpublished Photos.

BeachBeach
Baby Baby PaPaggeses
23rd

Annual

Share your favorite Beach Babe! 
Adults, Children, Pets, All are welcome!

ZUMIX to host 2024 Walk for Music on July 14
On Sunday, July 14, 

ZUMIX will host its an-
nual Walk for Music. ZU-
MIX community mem-
bers and other participants 
will walk through East 
Boston’s parks to support 
ZUMIX’s award-winning 
music and youth empow-
erment programs. The 
event will begin at 260 
Sumner Street in East Bos-
ton, and will run from 3-6 
pm, including registration 
at the ZUMIX Firehouse 
and the walk itself, start-
ing at 4 pm. Festivities 
will continue with a free 
ZUMIX Summer Concert 
in Piers Park, also a part 
of the annual Eastie Week 
celebration spearheaded 
by Boston Harbor Now.

ZUMIX is excited to 
welcome several Bos-
ton-area politicians to 
the 2024 Walk, including 
State Senator Lydia Ed-
wards; City Council Pres-

ident Ruthzee Louijeune; 
State Representative Adri-
an Madaro, a ZUMIX 
alumnus; and East Boston 
native Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata, City Councilor for 
District 1.

Created as a response 
to the need for high-qual-
ity music programming 
in Boston’s schools and 
communities, ZUMIX 
has served young people 
in the city of Boston and 
surrounding areas for 33 
years. The Walk for Mu-
sic has historically been 
an afternoon of music, 
celebration, and commu-
nity for local music or-
ganizations. This year’s 
event will highlight the 
neighborhoods and green 
spaces of East Boston, 
including Piers Park, Bre-
men Street Park, and the 
Mary Ellen Welch Gre-
enway. Walkers can sign 
up to walk or fundraise in 

advance on the event page 
at https://secure.givelive-
ly.org/donate/zumix-inc/
walk-for-music-2024.

“Walk for Music is one 
of the best days for ZU-
MIX every year,” said 
Madeleine Steczynski, 
co-founder and executive 
director of ZUMIX. “It’s 
a time to gather together, 
celebrate our work, and 
spread the word about 
how music and the cre-
ative arts can empower 
young people and trans-
form their lives and com-
munities.”

Walk for Music is one 
of ZUMIX’s largest an-
nual fundraisers, allowing 
the organization to keep 
its creative programs free 
and low-cost and serve 
more than 1,000 youth 
each year. ZUMIX of-
fers programs for young 
people ages 7-18 in song-
writing and performance, 

creative media and tech-
nology, musical theater, 
private lesson instruction, 
and instrumental ensem-
bles.

On Sunday, July 14 at 
3 pm, walkers will gather 
at the ZUMIX Firehouse 
at 260 Sumner Street for 
registration and begin the 
walk. In case of inclement 
weather, the concert and 
celebration after the walk 
will take place at the ZU-
MIX Firehouse.

To donate, please visit 
https://secure.givelively.
org/donate/zumix-inc/
walk-for-music-2024, text 
WALKFORMUSIC to 
44-321, or send a check 
made out to ZUMIX to 
260 Sumner Street, East 
Boston, MA, 02128. To 
sign up to walk, visit the 
GiveLively page above or 
sign up in person at ZU-
MIX.            

A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.
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