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For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check eastietimes.com

THE JETS IN SOFTBALL ACTION AGAINST REVERE

The East Boston girls lost to Revere in non-league softball action at Revere on Friday, May 10. Shown, Jenna DaSilva 
makes contact. See Page 5 for more photos.

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

Starting pitcher Mikayla Forbes pitched a strong four 
inning.

Right fielder Jessica Vanegas fields a fly ball.

City of Boston kicks off free summer fitness series
Special to the Times-Free Press

The Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department 
and the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission 
(BPHC) are pleased to 
announce the 2024 Bos-

ton Parks Summer Fit-
ness Series sponsored by 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Massachusetts. The series 
offers free weekly class-
es both virtually and in 
17 City of Boston parks 
through August 31, 2024.

The 2024 Boston Parks 
Summer Fitness Series 
is being launched with a 
kick-off event on The Bos-
ton Common on Thursday, 
May 16, at 5:30 p.m., fea-
turing free ZUMBA® 
from Z-Spot and Yoga 

plus fun giveaways.
The series offers a wide 

range of classes, including 
Yoga, Gentle Yoga, Chair 
Yoga, HIIT,   ZUMBA®, 
Family ZUMBA®, Kick 

See FITNESS Page 2

Investigation leads to 
multiple arrests in Eastie

Special to the Times-Free Press

Police made a number 
of drug and weapons ar-
rests in East Boston last 
week.

Ten people were arrest-
ed last week as part of a 
six-month-long investi-
gation into a Maverick 
Landing housing devel-
opment building in East 
Boston that has been an 
incessant source of drug 
activity and 911 calls, ac-
cording to Suffolk County 
District Attorney Kevin 

Hayden.
In addition to the ten 

arrests, police during the 
May 7 search warrant 
operation—dubbed Op-
eration Clean House—
seized over 100 grams of 
cocaine, over 60 grams of 
Fentanyl, and $2,610 in 
cash.

“Just as a small number 
of individuals can drive an 
outsized share of crime, 
a single problem proper-
ty can have an outsized 

See ARREST Page 3

The cash and drugs seized from 44 Border St arrests in 
East Boston.

Boston, Revere hold Resilient 
Bennington Street, Fredericks 
Park project meeting 

Generosity needed
Grace Church Food Pantry needs your help 

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

The Grace Church 
Food Pantry, which has 
been serving East Boston 
for decades, is running out 
of funding and is turning 
to the community in hopes 
of support. 

Jane Crapo of the Grace 
Church Food Pantry un-
derscored the pantry’s dire 
financial challenges. Spe-
cifically, the pantry only 
has enough funds to sup-
port the current demand 

for two more months. 
According to Crapo, 

the food pantry, founded 
by Marilyn Ford about 30 
years ago, has seen its de-
mand grow since its incep-
tion as an emergency food 
pantry that served around 
10 families a week. 

Before the COVID-19 
pandemic, Crapo says the 
food pantry, on the high-
end, served around 25-30 
families a week. However, 

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Earlier this month, offi-
cials from Boston and Re-
vere hosted a public meet-
ing at which attendees 
received updates about 
the Resilient Bennington 
Street and Fredericks Park 
project. 

The abovementioned 
project stems from a Mu-
nicipal Vulnerability Pre-
paredness (MVP) grant 

awarded to the City of 
Boston, which is partner-
ing with the City of Re-
vere. 

According to the proj-
ect’s webpage on the City 
of Boston’s website, the 
grant was awarded to “ad-
vance the design of coast-
al resilience strategies ex-
tending along Bennington 
Street in East Boston and 

See GENEROSITY Page 4

See MEETING Page 7
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It By Eliza®, Afrobeats 
Dance, Walking Group, 
Strength Training and 
Conditioning, and Salsa 
Dance. The program is 
tailored to the interests of 
residents and participants, 
including age-friendly 
classes for families, older 
adults, and those new to 
fitness classes. For more 
information and a link 
to the full schedule, visit 
boston.gov/fitness.

“Cultivating vibrant 
communities through ac-
cessible, engaging pro-
gramming is at the heart 
of our mission at the Bos-
ton Parks and Recreation 
Department,” noted Com-
missioner Ryan Woods. 
“By activating public 
parks with initiatives like 
the Summer Fitness Se-
ries, we’re not only pro-
viding opportunities for 
physical activity but also 
fostering social connec-
tions and enhancing the 

overall well-being of Bos-
ton residents.”

“The Summer Fitness 
Series provides a free 
opportunity for residents 
to be active in our City’s 
parks while bringing our 
communities together to 
connect socially,” said Dr. 
Bisola Ojikutu, Commis-
sioner of Public Health 
and Executive Director of 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission. “Being ac-
tive is one of the best 
ways to prevent many 
chronic diseases as well 
as improve mental health. 
The series is available 
in most neighborhoods 
and online and is a con-
tinuation of the work be-
ing done to improve the 
health and well-being of 
all residents.”

Series partners echoed 
the focus on community 
engagement and holistic 
health. “The Boston Park 
Fitness series showcases 

the vibrant neighborhoods 
and cultures of Boston, 
and what better way to ex-
perience that than through 
community fitness?” said 
Jeff Bellows, vice presi-
dent of corporate citizen-
ship and public affairs at 
Blue Cross. “The program 
has something for every-
one, including in-person 
and virtual classes for peo-
ple of all abilities. We’re 
proud to partner with the 
City of Boston to support 

the physical and mental 
health of our community.”

To stay up to date with 
news, events, and im-
provements in Boston 
parks—including weath-
er-related cancellations 
for outdoor fitness class-
es—call (617) 635-4505, 
visit Boston.gov/Parks, 
join our email list at bit.
ly/Get-Parks-Emails, and 
follow our social channels 
@bostonparksdept on X, 
Facebook, and Instagram.

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our 

mailing address is 385 Broadway,   
Revere, MA 02151. Letters may also be e-mailed 

to editor@eastietimes.com.   
Letters must be signed. We  reserve the right to 

edit for length and content.
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The Boston Athenaeum 
has announced the open-
ing of its new street-lev-
el bistro, Folio, launched 
in partnership with The 
Catered Affair. Folio will 
serve as the newest social 
hub in Boston, inviting all 
curious food lovers to en-
joy made-to-order share-
able plates, lively conver-
sation, and impeccable 
service. The opening date 
is Tuesday, June 25, 2024.

The opening of Folio 
marks the final installment 
in the Boston Athenae-
um’s renovation and ex-
pansion intended to make 
the space more welcoming 
and inviting to the city of 
Boston. The restaurant 
is open to the public and 
offers visitors the enjoy-
ment of the distinctive and 
unique setting of the Bos-
ton Athenaeum’s library, 
museum, and cultural cen-
ter. The welcoming ambi-
ance will be paired with 
European-inspired cuisine 

by Chef de Cuisine Peter 
Laspia, dozens of new 
and old-world wines, and 
craft cocktails – includ-
ing a Boston Athenaeum 
branded signature cock-
tail, “Athena’s Ambrosia.”

“Folio represents an 
important moment for the 
Boston Athenaeum as we 
continue to open our doors 
to the city of Boston and 
invite everyone to connect 
with our community,” 
says Leah Rosovsky, Stan-
ford Calderwood Director. 
“We hope our new restau-
rant will tempt members 
and visitors to join us at 
the Boston Athenaeum. 
Folio creates another way 
for everyone to experience 
our library and museum.”

Located at the Bos-
ton Athenaeum with a 
street-level entrance at 
14A Beacon St., Folio of-
fers clever libations paired 
with sophisticated bites 
welcoming residents, vis-
itors, tourists, and Athe-

naeum members to dine 
with friends, coworkers, 
and family. Steps from the 
Boston Common, Free-
dom Trail, Massachusetts 
Statehouse, and down-
town Boston; Folio adds 
a passion for culinary 
brilliance and exquisite 
service to complement the 
Athenaeum’s appetite for 
literature, history, art, and 
social connection.

The bistro will be open:
• Tuesday – Thursday; 

from 10 am – 8 pm
• Friday – Saturday; 

from 10 am – 5 pm
“Modeled after the 

ambiance and service of 
European bistros, Folio 
provides distinct hospital-
ity in unexpected ways,” 
said Ken Barrett-Sweet, 
Vice President of Cater-
ing at The Catered Affair. 
“Guests enjoy craft cock-
tails, a unique wine list, 
and made-to-order share-
able plates. Folio will 
quickly become a favorite 

gathering spot for the cu-
rious.”

Folio is the latest col-
laboration between the 
Boston Athenaeum and 
The Catered Affair, a 
state-of-the-art culinary 
event caterer serving the 
New England region for 
44 years. Previously, the 
organizations announced 
a partnership positioning 
TCA as the exclusive on-
site cuisine provider for 
events held at the Athe-
naeum.

With the launch of Folio 
at the Boston Athenaeum, 
The Catered Affair brings 
the relentless passion for 
culinary brilliance and ex-
quisite service to a restau-
rant atmosphere that com-
plements the Athenaeum’s 
dedication to year-round 
opportunities for social 
connections through book 
clubs, author talks, con-
certs, exhibitions, and 
more.

Athenaeum opens new “Folio” bistro as 
final chapter of renovation and expansion

Thrills and chills, all 
for a great cause! Mys-
tic Valley Elder Services 
(MVES) will host a per-
formance of “Dial M for 
Murder” Thursday, May 
16, at Greater Boston 
Stage Company, 395 Main 
St., Stoneham. The show 
is MVES’ annual Spring 
for Independence fund-
raiser, benefitting older 
adults and people with 
disabilities in our commu-
nity.

In “Dial M for Murder,” 
Tony believes his wife 
Margot is having an affair, 
and he wants revenge. He 
plans out the perfect mur-
der. Or is it? The audience 

follows twists 
and turns as 
the suspense 
builds – 
will Tony 
succeed in 
his attempt 
and will he 
be caught?

“Dial M for 
Murder” may 
be best known as the 
1954 Hitchcock film, but 
it started out as a success-
ful stage play. Clever and 
fast-paced, the current 
show puts a modern spin 
on the original.

MVES invites 
theatergoers to 

a pre-show 
r e c e p t i o n 
at 6 p.m. 
with com-
plimentary 
c o c k t a i l s 

and hors 
d ’ o e u v r e s . 

The show starts 
at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are available for 
$80 each at www.mves.
org/dial-m-for-murder. 
For more about the show, 
please contact MVES’ 
Development Department 

at 781-388-4802 or devel-
opment@mves.or

Founded in 1975, 
MVES provides resources 
and care to older adults and 
people with disabilities. 
Services include Meals 
on Wheels, transporta-
tion, in-home assistance, 
health insurance counsel-
ing, caregiver supports, 
and more. The nonprofit 
serves Chelsea, Everett, 
Revere, Winthrop, and 
seven other communities 
north of Boston. For more 
information, call 781-324-
7705 or visit www.mves.
org.

Fundraiser brings ‘Dial M for Murder’ to the stage
Classic mystery gets a modern twist

20 YEARS OF MARRIAGE
EQUALITY IN 

MASSACHUSETTS

It was 20 years ago this week (on May 17, 2004, to 
be exact), that the first marriage licenses were issued 
by cities and towns across Massachusetts for same-sex 
couples.

 The marriage licenses were precipitated by the deci-
sion by the state’s Supreme Judicial Court in November 
in the Goodridge case, which declared that same sex 
couples were entitled to the same legal protections and 
rights as heterosexual couples.

It’s hard to imagine, with 20/20 hindsight, that mar-
riage equality ever was an issue. There is not -- and nev-
er has been -- a justification for not allowing two adults 
to marry the person of their choosing in order to enjoy 
the legal status and privileges that marriage conveys.

But back in 2004, in the immediate aftermath of the 
Goodridge decision, there were many members of our 
state legislature, both Democrats and Republicans, who 
were talking of holding a Constitutional Convention in 
order to amend the state constitution to allow same-sex 
couples to have only so-called civil unions, not full mar-
riage.

Massachusetts was an outlier in 2004 and fortunately 
the effort to call for a Constitutional Convention failed. 
Soon thereafter, other states allowed same-sex marriag-
es and then in 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in a 
5-4 decision in the Obergefell v Hodges cases that all 
states must issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples.

However, public opinion was way ahead of the courts. 
Modern Family, the hit TV comedy show that started in 
2007, included a gay couple among its characters. To-
day, polls consistently show that more than 70 percent 
of Americans across all party lines support same-sex 
marriage.

To be sure, there still is much to be done to assure 
equal protection of all rights for our fellow Americans 
of the LGTBQIA+  community. But it is worth noting 
the events of 20 years ago to acknowledge the momen-
tous changes that have taken place in the course of one 
generation.

PLASTIC, PLASTIC 
EVERYWHERE

In the classic 1967 movie, the Graduate, Dustin Hoff-
man’s character, Benjamin Braddock, a recent college 
graduate, is taken aside by a family friend at his gradua-
tion party, who says to him, “Ben, I just have one word 
of advice for you. Are you listening? ‘Plastics’. There’s 
a great future in plastics. Think about it. Will you think 
about it?”

“Yes sir,” Benjamin replies meekly.
In 1967, plastics were nowhere near as ubiquitous as 

they are in 2024. But the advice given to Benjamin was 
prescient -- today, plastics, which are petroleum-based, 
are used for just about everything in our daily lives.

The problem is, plastics also are in everything, in-
cluding our bodies. According to scientists, microplas-
tics are flowing through every one of our organs and 
tissues, and the same is true for just about every animal 
on earth.

In addition, very little of the plastic that we generate 
is recyclable. We may think of ourselves as being vir-
tuous when we dutifully recycle all of our plastic items 
every week, but a recent survey revealed that only about 
six percent of plastic items are recycled and that much 
of what is labeled as “recyclable” really is not recycla-
ble at all. Those hard-plastic containers that hold our 
laundry detergent, for example, can be recycled only at 
a very few facilities across the country, which means 
that almost all of them end up in landfills, where they 
eventually disintegrate and make their way into the food 
chain and our water -- and into our bodies.

Almost 60 years after the Graduate, we are drowning 
-- literally -- in a sea of plastics, and with the demand 
for plastics ever-increasing, the problem is only going 
to get worse. It is estimated that by 2050, the demand 
for plastics will triple and the amount of plastic in the 
world’s oceans actually will outweigh the fish. 

Yes, as foretold in 1967, the future was indeed, “Plas-
tics.” 

But that future -- today’s present -- turned out to be a 
grim one.
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impact on the entire com-
munity’s quality of life,” 
said Hayden. “This is one 
of those properties, pri-
marily due to just a few 
out-of-control apartments. 
I thank Boston police for 
making a clear statement 
to East Boston residents 
that they’re aware of this 
problem and are commit-
ted to addressing it.”

The residential building 
at 44 Border Street has ac-
counted for 52 document-
ed drug-related police 
interactions between Jan-
uary 2023 through April 
2024, according to the dis-
trict attorney’s office.

On Tuesday, members 
of Boston police Area A-7 
Drug Control Unit with 
the assistance of D-4 and 
E-5 Drug Control Units 
executed multiple search 
warrants listing four in-
dividuals and three apart-
ments, all in the 44 Border 
Street building.

Hayden said monitoring 
of the property will con-
tinue and trespassers and 
other violators will face 
arrest, arraignment and ap-
propriate prosecution.

“This situation gets right 
to the heart of peaceful-
ness in our neighborhoods 
and safety on our streets,” 
Hayden said. “The actions 
of the few will be respon-
sibly addressed when they 
impact the wellbeing of 
the many.”

The following individ-
uals were arrested as a re-
sult of the investigation:

· Samuel Junta, 43, 
charged with trafficking 
Class B substance over 70 
grams

· Kerry Bell, 47, charged 
with trafficking Class B 
substance over 70 grams

· Youssef Benelmir, 50, 
outstanding warrants

· Reinaldo Diaz, 45, 
charged with possession 
Class A with intent to dis-
tribute and being a fugitive 
from justice

· Edwin Pagan, 47, 
charged with possession 
Class A with intent to dis-
tribute                	

· Christina Dionizio, 30, 
outstanding warrant         	

· Victoria Herrera, 30, 
charged with trespassing            	

· Amin Roundil, 30, 
charged with trespassing               	

· Youssef Benarba, 30, 
outstanding warrants         	

· Edwin Ceballo-Her-
nandez, 36, charged with 
trafficking Class A sub-
stance and Class B sub-
stance

Some of those arrested 
were arraigned last week 
and received a variety of 
bail amounts and release 
conditions, according to 
the district attorney’s of-
fice. The others will be 
arraigned at later dates. 
Reinaldo Diaz, who is fac-
ing a fugitive from justice 
charge for a pending case 
in Rhode Island, was or-
dered held without bail.

In addition to the Op-
eration Clean House ar-
rests on May 7, officers 
assigned to District A-7 in 
East Boston arrested four 
people after they respond-
ed to the area of 19 Beach-
view Road for a report of 
suspicious activity a little 
after 2 p.m.

Demetrey Pate, 20, of 
Brighton, Wendy Seide, 
21, of Hyde Park, Levar 
Freeman-Allen, 19, of 
East Boston, and Phil-
ip Blain, 20, of Boston, 
were arrested on firearm 
charges.

Officers responded to 
the area of 19 Beachview 
Road for a report of four 
males dressed in dark 
clothing, looking into 

home windows, accord-
ing to the Boston Police 
Department. Officers were 
advised that the four indi-
viduals left the area in a 
motor vehicle.

As officers were can-
vassing the area for pos-
sible suspects, a second 
radio call came in for three 
males in the yard of 75 
Orient Avenue. Officers 
immediately observed the 
suspected motor vehicle 
parked in the area and 
were able to determine 
that the vehicle was oc-
cupied four times, and re-
quested the occupants to 
exit the vehicle, according 
to the BPD.

With the assistance of 
responding officers, all 
four individuals exited 
the vehicle and were pat 
frisked. After further in-
vestigation, officers re-
covered two firearms from 
inside the vehicle, accord-
ing to police officials. The 
firearms were later deter-
mined to be a Glock 26 
with fifteen rounds in the 
magazine, and a Glock 
27 with one round in the 
chamber and thirteen 
rounds in the magazine. 
Officers also recovered a 
backpack that contained 
eight plastic bags of mar-
ijuana and two digital 
scales.

All four suspects were 
placed under arrest and 
charged with unlawful 
possession of a firearm, 
unlawful possession of 
ammunition, disturbing 
the peace, and trespassing. 
Blain was additionally 
charged with possession 
with intent to distribute 
of class D. All four sus-
pects are expected to be 
arraigned in East Boston 
District Court.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu 
announced Aidan Mc-
Donough as the new 
SPARK Boston Director. 
SPARK Boston empowers 
20 to 35-year-olds to play 
a greater role in planning 
for the City’s future. Its 
office is within the Com-
munity Engagement Cab-
inet, focused on eliminat-
ing silos between Boston 
residents and City Hall. 
McDonough will be fill-
ing a vacancy to lead the 
SPARK Boston Council. 

“SPARK Boston is a 
unique way for young 
leaders in our city to have 
their voices heard in Bos-
ton’s future,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “Aidan’s 

experience in community 
organizing makes him a 
great fit for this passion-
ate, innovative group and 
I look forward to working 
with him and the rest of 

SPARK Boston on issues 
most important to millen-
nials and Gen Z.”

Aidan McDonough 
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh with 
his bachelor’s degree 
in communications. He 
moved to Boston in 2010 
to pursue his career in 
public service. When he 
moved to Boston, he knew 
right away that he wanted 
to make Boston his home. 
After being active in the 
Brighton community and 
for local and state cam-
paigns, it became clear to 
him that he had a passion 
for civic involvement and 
helping others to find and 
build their own communi-
ty in Boston. McDonough 
served on the SPARK 

Boston Council in 2018-
2019. He was formerly 
the Executive Director of 
Brighton Main Streets.

“Aidan’s passion for 
empowering young adults 
and enthusiasm to deepen 
his work in public service 
makes him a great addi-
tion to the Community 
Engagement Cabinet,” 
said Community Engage-
ment Cabinet Chief Bri-
anna Millor. “The SPARK 
Boston Council is an inte-
gral part of Boston’s local 
government. I am excited 
to witness Aidan working 
closely with the SPARK 
Boston Council empow-
ering them to continue to 
be changemakers in our 
city.” 

SPARK Boston is 

housed in the Mayor’s 
Community Engagement 
Cabinet, and is responsible 
for advising Mayor Wu on 
issues affecting millenni-
al and Gen Z populations 
and working with City 
departments and commu-
nity stakeholders to create 
innovative solutions. The 
council meets monthly 
with City Hall leaders and 
creates free programming 
for their peers including 
voter resources, events 
highlighting the City’s 
ongoing initiatives, and 
professional and social 
networking opportunities 
across Boston’s many 
neighborhoods. 

“As an alumnus of 
SPARK Boston, I am 
looking forward to get-

ting back into the program 
and giving council mem-
bers the opportunity to 
expand their knowledge 
of Boston,” said SPARK 
Boston Director Aidan 
McDonough. “I plan on 
taking the lessons learned 
from my time on the coun-
cil and continue providing 
opportunities for council 
members to be engaged in 
what is happening in local 
government. I hope to help 
council members have ac-
cess to cabinet chiefs and 
program directors so that 
their ideas of how Boston 
can continue to grow can 
be heard by decision mak-
ers within City Hall.”

News Briefs
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280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
PLEASE CALL 617-567-4499         SPINELLIS.COM

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceañera, Reunion,

Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes

Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service
and professionalism to ensure the success of

your special occasion.

Please accept sincere condolences, from the Spinelli’s family and staff.
During this difficult time, we would like to offer our facility at a specially

reduced price, for you, your family and friends.

SERVED UPON ARRIVAL - Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

BUFFET LUNCHEON MENU

Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter, Chicken, Ziti & Broccoli
Alfredo, Eggplant Parmigiana, Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499           www.spinellis.com

Above price does not include a 15% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

PINELLI’S
F U N C T I O N  F A C I L I T Y

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $15.50 Per
Person

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human health 
and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or Department of Public 
Works for information on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

Wu announces Aidan McDonough as the new SPARK Boston Director

Aidan McDonough, the new 
SPARK Boston Director.

Conservation Law Foundation to file suit
By Adam Swift

Two oil terminals in 
Chelsea and Revere run 
by Global Partners, Ltd., 
are allegedly polluting the 
waters of Chelsea Creek 
with dangerous petroleum 
byproducts. The Conser-
vation Law Foundation 
(CLF)  has notified Glob-
al Partners, Ltd., that they 
intend to sue the company  
for Clean Water Act viola-
tions at two oil terminals 
they run in Chelsea and 
Revere.

According to CLF, the 
two terminals are alleged-
ly polluting the waters of 
Chelsea Creek with dan-
gerous petroleum byprod-
ucts.

“Chelsea Creek is a 
landmark for residents of 
Chelsea, Revere, and East 
Boston, but it has been 
poisoned by industrial 
pollution from the fossil 
fuel industry for too long,” 
said Heather Govern, vice 
president of CLF’s Clean 
Air and Water program. 
“Global has a responsi-
bility to comply with the 
law and must take action 
to reduce these dangerous 
levels of pollution now.” 

CLF claims that it has 

found that Global alleged-
ly is violating its 2022 
Clean Water Act permit by 
releasing dangerous levels 
of pollutants, including 
cancer-causing petroleum 
byproducts, into Chel-
sea Creek. The creek has 
historically been popular 
among residents for catch-
ing big striped bass and 
other fish. 

However, because pe-
troleum byproducts build 
up in fish and shellfish, the 
fish in Chelsea Creek are 
unsafe to eat. Studies have 
found this “bioconcentra-
tion” can be as much as 
100,000 times more con-
tamination than the sur-
rounding river, according 
to a press release from the 
CLF.

However, Global Part-
ners officials stated that 
Since January of 2023, the 
company has been work-
ing closely with EPA to 
address the concerns iden-
tified by CLF. 

“In fact, the compa-
ny voluntarily disclosed 
these issues to EPA when 
the agency set new permit 
limits for certain metals 
and other compounds al-
lowed under the permits in 

December of 2022,” said 
Jaclyn Harrison, Global 
Partners senior communi-
cations director. “In Janu-
ary 2023, EPA and Global 
began working together 
to develop a monitoring, 
compliance, and treatment 
plan to comply with the 
strict new permit require-
ments.”

Harrison said Glob-
al will continue to work 
closely with EPA to ensure 
that it meets its obligations 
to the environment and the 
communities.

CLF officials stated that 
the lawsuit continues its 
advocacy to protect Chel-
sea Creek and the nearby 
Mystic River from pollu-
tion discharged from oil 
terminals and oil opera-
tions. 

In 2022, CLF collab-
orated with community 
partners to persuade the 
EPA to set stricter limits 
on how much Global can 
pollute, CLF officials stat-
ed, adding that late last 
year, ExxonMobil, under 
pressure from a CLF law-
suit, ceased operations of 
its Everett oil terminal and 
agreed to sell its aging fa-
cility.

GSCA MEETING 
AGENDA

Gove Street Citizens 
Association (GSCA) 
agenda for Monday, May 
20, at 6:30 p.m.

Please register for this 
virtual meeting on our 
website: https://www.
govestreet.org/meetings

Agenda (approx. 60 
min)

Community Updates 
(30 min)

Updates from BPD 
(Sgt. Cintolo)

Updates from City Hall 
(Mela Villa Gomez)

State Representative 
Adrian Madaro

Community discussion 
(30 min)

How do we build a 
sense of community?

We want to hear the 
community’s ideas! We 
plan to discuss events we 
can host and other sugges-
tions.

Potential name change 
of GSCA to be inclusive 
of all neighbors

We would like the Gove 
Street Citizens Associa-
tion community to con-
sider changing its name. 
More than 40% of GSCA 

residents were born out-
side the United States. 
While we acknowledge 
that “Citizens” is rightly a 
source of pride for many, 
for others it may signal 
that they are not welcome 
at our meetings.

GSCA Community 
Meeting - May 2024

Google Meet joining 
info

Video call link: https://
meet.google.com/yyw-
asqu-rys

Our next meeting after 
the May meeting will be 
on Monday, June 24, at 
6:30 p.m.
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Frederick’s Park in Re-
vere.” 

The project webpage 
continues to describe the 
project, stating that it 
will “develop schematic 
designs for an identified 
priority action area at 
Bennington Street, Fred-
ericks Park, and Belle Isle 
Marsh, located at the in-
tersection of East Boston 
and Revere where flood-
ing occurs today and will 
increase in the future.”

Moreover, the webpage 
indicates that the project 
will employ “nature-based 
and hybrid solutions” to 
accomplish goals such as 
reducing flood risk, im-
proving public safety, and 
enhancing the marsh’s 
habitat value. 

Catherine McCandless, 
Boston’s Climate Resil-
ience Project Manager, 
and Elle Baker Revere’s 
Open Space and Environ-
mental Planner, both un-
derscored the importance 
of this project by display-
ing past events from 2022 
and this past January, 
which have left areas from 
and around  Bennington 
Street to Fredericks Park 
under water. 

“This just highlights 
that flooding is happening 
now during storms, and 
we anticipate that this will 
increase in severity and 
frequency as sea levels 
rise due to climate change. 
So it’s really imperative 
for us to take action now,” 
said McCandless. 

Currently, an analysis 
is being conducted to de-
termine which strategies 
should be used to accom-
plish the project’s goals—
some of which were men-
tioned above. 

Specifically, two alter-
natives are being analyzed 
to reduce flood risk. Alter-
native one is to “elevate 
Bennington Street with 
a gradual slope into the 
marsh” in Boston and, in 
Revere, to “construct a 
berm/living levee around 
Fredericks Park to Mont-
fern Avenue with a grad-
ual slope into the marsh.” 

Alternative two is to 
“construct a berm/living 
levee along Bennington 
Street in the City’s right-
of-way with a gradual 
slope into the marsh” in 
Boston and in Revere to 
“elevate Fredericks Park 
with a gradual slope into 

the marsh and construct 
a berm/living levee from 
Fredericks Park to Mont-
fern Avenue.” 

According to McCand-
less, the alternatives were 
proposed through work 
in different plans such as 
Climate Ready Boston, a 
study of Belle Isle Marsh, 
and Revere’s Open Space 
plan. 

She also noted, “All of 
these different alternatives 
will include that redesign 
of Fredericks Park, and 
in some cases, it may be 
a combination of these 
different alternatives de-
pending on the location 
throughout the study 
area.” 

As the meeting pro-
gressed, Mark Costa of 
VHB, the project’s lead 
consultant, outlined the 
findings from a project site 
investigation. 

First, Costa walked 
through the elevation data 
along Bennington Street 
and at Fredericks Park. 
The data revealed that 
Bennington Street and 
Fredericks Park have low 
points at 7.5 feet.

This low point is critical 
because Costa identified 

that the predicted 2070 
100-year flood elevation 
is 13.8 feet. 

“The 7.5-foot low ele-
vation within Bennington 
Street, as well as the 7.5 
within Fredericks Park, 
is approximately six feet 
lower than what we’re 
expecting a future flood 
event to reach,” said Cos-
ta. 

Costa displayed a hy-
draulic model with the 
abovementioned elevation 
data, rainfall, storm surge 
conditions, and existing 
flood infrastructure. The 
model simulated a future 
100-year event with a 1.5-
foot rise in sea level. 

The model showed 
flooding that begins in 
low-elevation areas and 
spreads throughout the ar-
eas near the park and Ben-
nington Street. 

However, Costa also 
showed a model with the 
same event, except the 
resiliency strategies were 
added, and water stays in 
the marsh system, moves 
down Sales Creek, and 
discharges into the Belle 
Isle inlet. 

Costa also indicated 
that a geotechnical eval-
uation, which he said “is 
a study of the underlying 
soils,” is being conducted. 
He also mentioned that 
soil borings were complet-
ed in March, and fill, clay, 
and sand were found.  

He also mentioned that 
they have spoken with 
Beachmont Veterans Me-
morial School officials, 
who identified settlement 
around the site. 

“The elevation of the 
school has remained the 
same… but the ground 
surface elevation has actu-
ally sunk over the years,” 
said Costa. 

Finally, through an on-
site field investigation, 
wetland resource areas 
were delineated, includ-
ing wetland areas east and 
west of Bennington Street, 
salt marshes east of Ben-
nington Street and coming 
into Fredericks Park, and 
more. 

To wrap up the presenta-

tion, Costa provided over-
views of the aforemen-
tioned alternatives with a 
map and cross sections. To 
view these images, visit 
https://drive.google.com/
file/d/18whk4WouV45b-
so4BZ_dFdfoI-DhuX-
1Gx/view?usp=sharing. 

Following the presenta-
tion, the floor was opened 
for questions and com-
ments from those who at-
tended the meeting. 

Joanne McKenna, Re-
vere’s Ward 1 Council-
lor, raised a concern she 
had heard from residents 
abutting Montfern Avenue 
and other roadways that 
a berm might push water 
into their streets. 

Costa indicated they are 
in a preliminary design 
phase and said, “We don’t 
have detailed grading yet 
or drainage structures 
identified. However, I can 
say that we will absolutely 
take into account abutting 
properties, both coastal 
events as well as rainfall 
events, and provide a real-
ly comprehensive design 
here.” 

Baker then addressed 
concerns raised in the chat 
by the VFW in the area re-
garding impacts on park-
ing. 

“We have a very nar-
row strip to get around the 
corner where the VFW is 
to not impact any of the 
parking. We’re trying to 
look at what other alter-
natives that we can do 
there,” said Baker. 

“I thank you for your 
patience and for all your 
questions, and I can un-
derstand that you’re frus-
trated, and it might feel 
like we’ve made decisions 
without you, but I assure 
you we have not done so,” 
she added. 

“Nothing here is actual-
ly set in stone.”     

McCandless also clar-
ified, “All of the design 
and permitting work is 
coming after this point. So 
there’s still a long way to 
go before we have a final 
design.” 

Another attendee asked 
if there was a preference 

for any of the alternatives. 
Costa indicated that they 
are considering many 
things, such as impacts on 
wetland resource areas, 
sightlines, cost, and more. 

“Right now, we don’t 
know which ones the pre-
ferred. We know both of 
these solutions, both of 
these alternatives, alterna-
tive one [and] alternative 
two, could work for flood 
protection, but there’s so 
many other things to con-
sider than that,” said Cos-
ta. 

As the meeting pro-
gressed and ultimately 
ended, several other top-
ics were discussed, such 
as extending potential 
shared used paths to East 
Boston’s Greenway, the 
adaptability of these alter-
natives, and other possible 
solutions. 

Regarding the next 
steps, there are upcoming 
engagement opportuni-
ties for folks interested in 
learning more about the 
project. 

Specifically, there are 
plans for a virtual office 
hour tomorrow, May 16th, 
from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
There are also plans for a 
coffee hour on May 23rd 
at Toretta’s Bakery and Ice 
Cream in Revere from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m. 

It should also be noted 
that McCandless men-
tioned during the meeting 
that the goal is to select 
a preferred alternative in 
June. 

“Community and stake-
holder engagement has 
been spanning all of the 
work that we’ve done be-
fore this point, and it will 
continue to span all of the 
work that is to come,” said 
McCandless. 

For more informa-
tion about the project 
and to view the record-
ing and presentation 
from this meeting, visit 
https://www.boston.gov/
departments/environ-
ment/resilient-benning-
ton-street-and-freder-
icks-park#past-engage-
ment-. 

We are changing our name.  
Our commitment to community-based care is the same.

Learn more at ebnhc.org

Same neighbors.
New name.

Camp 21- Women’s Tackle 
Football officially kicks off 

Special to The East Boston Times

Camp 21 – Women’s 
Tackle Football in Bos-
ton, has launched its first 
football training camp for 
women and girls of all 
ages.

Rumunda “Moe” Hold-
er, founder and CEO of 
Camp 21, joined Univer-
sity of New England as-
sistant football coach Sue 
Lizotte and professional 
women’s football players 
Chris Ellis-Hibbett, Heidi 
Epstein, and Amanda Alp-
ert as instructors at the in-
augural camp session held 
May 4 at Healy Field in 
Roslindale.

“Women have been 
playing organized tack-
le football in the U.S. for 
more than four decades, 
yet football continues to 
be a male-dominated are-
na,” said Rumunda Hold-
er, Founder and CEO 
of  Camp  21  - Women’s 
Tackle Football. “Through 
this first-of-its-kind con-
tinuous football train-
ing  camp  for women, 
we’re aiming to promote 
the evolution of Wom-
en’s Tackle Football, en-
courage more women to 
embrace the sport and 
ultimately challenge the 
perceptions of a sport tra-

ditionally dominated by 
males.”

Also assisting at the 
camp was former Division 
1 college football player 
Kalonji Hall, a resident 

of East Boston who has 
coached the Showstoppers 
team in the Boston Wom-
en’s Flag Football League.

“I think this camp will 
provide an excellent op-
portunity for girls to learn 
the fundamentals of tack-
le football and move on 
to competitive play,” said 
Hall, who is helping Hold-
er coordinate the camp.

Holder said she would 
like to start a citywide 
girls tackle football pro-
gram for students in the 
Boston public schools.

Women’s Tackle Football 
Camp 21 Director Rumunda 
Holder is hoping to start a 
girls tackle football pro-
gram in the Boston public 
schools.

University of New England assistant football coach Sue Lizotte and professional women’s tackle football players Chris 
Ellis-Hibbett, Rumunda Holder, Heidi Epstein, and Amanda Alpert are pictured at the first session of Camp 21 – Women’s 
Tackle Football.

Women’s Tackle Football Camp 21 Director Rumunda Holder tosses the football to Amy 
Martinez at the first session of the camp.

Generosity //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, MAY 16TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY MAY 22ND 2024

Carando Genoa Salami ................................... $8.99/lb
Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast ......................$6.99/lb
Kretschmar Black Forest Ham ..................... $8.99/lb
Great Lakes Swiss Cheese ........................... $4.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, May 17th through Sunday, May 19th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh & Sweet Tropical Mangoes .................2/$3.00
Sweet Golden Pineapples ................................ $2.99¢
Fresh & Crisp Super Select  ...................................69¢
Fresh & Sweet Yellow or Orange Bell Peppers .. $2.99/lb
Fresh Tender Green Asparagus ................... $2.99/lb

BAKERY

Our Own Chocolate Chip Cookies 10pk ............$2.49
Our Own Blueberry Muffins 4pk  ....................... $4.99

DELI

Land O' Lakes American Cheese ...................$3.99/lb

PRODUCE

Fresh Butter & Sugar Sweet Corn ................. 6/$2.99

MEAT

Steak Tips "Perfect for Grilling" .................... $11.99/lb

GROCERY

Land O' Lakes Butter (only 1lb quarters) ............$3.99
Hood Ice Cream ................................................2/$6.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters .................... $99¢/lb
Grade Bone In Chicken Thighs ......................$1.69/lb
Center Cut Steaks ........................................$5.99/lb
Boneless Pork Chops ....................................$2.99/lb
Al Fresco Chicken Sausages ............................ $4.99
Kayem Bacon 12 oz ........................................... $6.99

Sweet Baby Ray's Barbecue Sauce .............3/$5.00
Starkist Solid White Canned Tuna .............. 2/$3.00
Skippy Peanut Butter .................................... 2/$5.00
Kellogg's Raisin Bran Cereal ..........................2/$7.00
Classico Pasta Sauce ....................................2/$6.00
Hellmann's Mayonnaise 30 oz ..........................$5.99
Kens Salad Dressing 16 oz .......................... 2/$5.00
Mount Olive Pickles .........................................2/$7.00
4C Bread Crumbs 15 oz ............................... 2/$5.00
Cool Whip 8 oz ................................................2/$4.00
Eggo Waffles (ex: Thick & Fluffy) .................. 2/$5.00
Delizza Eclairs or Cream Puffs .................. 2/$10.00
Sara Lee Pound Cake ...........................................$4.99
Best Yet Sour Cream 16 oz ........................ 2/$3.00
Siggis Low Fat Yogurt ................................... 3/$4.00
Tropicana Orange Juice 52 oz ......................2/$7.00

Bakery
Hamburger & Hot Dog Rolls 8pk ...................2/$7.00

(ex: Kings Hawaiian)
Mini Whoopie Pies 6pk ......................................... $5.99
8" Lemon Meringue Pie ........................................ $5.99

DON’T WAIT! RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW AND GET YOUR 
AD IN THE EYES OF THOUSANDS. CALL 781-485-0588

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW!

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick
Keefe and former mayor
Dan Rizzo will square off

for the city’s top job on
Nov. 7 in the municipal
general election.

As of press time with
unofficial results, Rizzo

topped the ballot in the
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday
with 2,627 votes, followed
by Keefe with 2,488 votes

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on
Tuesday. All vote totals
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race

saw four long-time coun-
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50 CENTS

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING?
CALL LILIANA MONROY 

617.820.6649
Liliana has more than $50,000,000+ 

in sales worth of experience!

NEWS BRIEFS

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65 Price
subject to
change
without
notice

See Page 17 for aSee Page 17 for a
stroll through timestroll through time

See Page 3 for aSee Page 3 for a
stroll through timestroll through time

DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is
announcing that it will
be conducting work to
install span guide roller
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East
Boston and Chelsea. This
work is scheduled to take
place Monday through
Friday, during the hours
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
This work is schedule to
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no
weekend closures during
scheduled Sumner Tunnel
closures. The work will
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk
closures. The bridge will
remain fully operational
during the installation of
the new machinery and
pedestrian access across
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The
schedule for this work is
weather dependent and is
subject to change without
notice.

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area
should reduce speed and
use caution.

Appropriate signage,
law enforcement details,
and advanced message
boards will be in place to
guide drivers through the
work area.

For more information
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to:

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the
top vote-getter with
676 votes, and John
Stamatopoulos, 235
votes, came out on
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on
Tuesday.

They will move
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem
and was an educator
in the Revere schools
for over 30 years. She
also chairs the city’s
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the
same house she grew
up in.

She has served as
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight
years. In her years
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said
she has always been
available to meet
with people, take all
calls, and resolve all
problems brought to
her attention.

McKenna said she
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a
Chief Executive and

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio,
the top vote-getter
with 702 votes, and
Gregory Murray, 242
votes, topped the
ballot in the Ward 4
preliminary election
on Tuesday night,
moving onto the Nov.
7 municipal general
election ballot.

The candidates are
seeking to replace
Patrick Keefe, who
currently serves as
acting mayor and is
running for a full term
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a
lifelong resident of
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the
city’s Superintendent
of Public Works. He
has also served as
the chair of the city’s
traffic and parking
commission for the
past five years.

Argenzio stated
that the city must
ensure that its new

residents, along with
families who have
resided in Revere for
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live
in the city, and that
city services such as
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to
meet the needs of the
rising population.

Murray said safety
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the
council. He said there
needs to be safety for
students in school,
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after
school. In addition,
Murray said there
needs to be improved
safety for the city’s
senior citizens, both
in their homes and in
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the
city needs to increase
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean
Baptiste finished
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya
topped the Ward 5
preliminary election
on Tuesday, moving
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino
Saway, was the top
vote-getter with 668
votes, with Powers
coming in second
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served
as councillor for two
decades has said that
he is running on his
long record of his
past achievements for
the ward, which most
recently have includ-
ed the building of the
new Point of Pines
fire station. He said
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is
a graduate of Suffolk
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston
Public Schools. She
has volunteered with
organizations such
as the Revere Little
League, Immaculate
Conception School,
and President of the
Point of Pines Beach
Association.

She stated that the
most pressing issues
facing Ward 5 today
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal
resiliency. She said
she plans to stop
overdevelopment by
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting
a sensible planning
review.

The other candi-
dates on the ballot
were Ralph Celestin
with 177 votes, and
Randall Mondestin
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across
New England.

The Winthrop schools,
like everyone else across
the region, faced some
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall,
but came out of the cold
snap without any major
issues.

Superintendent of

Schools Lisa Howard said
preparation was key as the
mercury began to drop on
Friday, and she ultimately
made the decision not to
close school.

At Monday night’s
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked
through the process the
district goes through when
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to
have a snow day,” said
Howard, joking that it has
left a mark on her that she
once called a snow day
for a day when no snow
ultimately fell from the
skies.

“I do have a tremendous
amount of support from
my 15-year-old son, who
convinces me if it looks
like it is going to snow to

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire
truck? Well, you’re in
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire
trucks — a 1996 Pierce
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model
TC7D04 E-One (used as
a Rescue 1). Both of the
fire trucks are perfect for
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday,
February 13.

Why are these auctions
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions
go back to the Town of
Winthrop. These funds are
used for road maintenance,
setting up local events for
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more!

The 1996 Pierce Dash
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper
has 69,401 miles on it and
features a 6v92T Detroit
Diesel Motor and Allison
HT 740 Transmission. The
1989 GMC Model TC7D04
E-One has 27,708 miles on
it and features a Onan 7.5
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop
auctioning off two used fire trucks;
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on
charter change
recommendations
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DELI HELP WANTED
MUST BE OVER 18 YEARS OLD | MUST BE

FLEXIBLE WITH HOURS | DAYS-EVENING-WEEKENDS
PLEASE CALL MARC OR CHRIS 617-846-6880

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.846.1020      C21SEAPORT.COM      218 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP 2-9

Thinking of Buying, Selling, orThinking of Buying, Selling, or
need to rent your apartment? need to rent your apartment? 

We've got you covered.We've got you covered.
Call Jan Stevens at 617-877-6455

or Kimberly Hodson at 760-214-6865

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February
14 from 1-2pm Senator
Lydia Edwards will be
hosting a coffee hour at
the Robert DeLeo Senior
Center, 35 Harvard St in
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to
host this coffee hour. I’m
looking forward to hearing
about issues constituents
in Winthrop are facing and
speaking with them about
my legislative priorities.
Happy Valentine’s Day!”
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to
celebrate and learn about
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of
Medford Poet Laureate
Terry E. Carter. We were
excited to see Terry E.
Carter, GreenRoots and
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural
Project (pictured above)
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65 Price
subject to
change
without
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will
remain a nine-member
body for the foreseeable
future.

Last week, the council
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended
by the Ordinance Review
Committee (ORC). While
a number of proposals will
be forwarded to the state
for a potential vote by
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation
which would have cut the
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and
done away with precinct
seats failed to pass muster
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would
have cut a councilor’s term
from four to two years.
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council
President’s term from two
to four years also failed to
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a
yes vote from six of the

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed
charger changes include
tougher language in the
council’s abandonment
language for members
who consistently miss
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President
James Letterie said that
the recommendations
from the ORC on the
council composition and
term lengths were part of
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either
not achieve that goal or
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu delivered her State of
the City Address at the
MGM Music Hall next
door to Fenway Park last
week in which the mayor
noted the achievements
that have been accom-
plished over the past year
and outlined a vision for
making Boston a greener
and more affordable city
in which  to live and work
by 2030.

“The state of the city is
strong,” said Wu adding,
“We have the resources,
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered,
every detail of the agenda
we’re sharing here tonight
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,”
Wu noted. She singled

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and
Development, for their
commitment to Boston’s
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu,
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen,
new, dedicated bus lanes,
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even
more neighborhood Open
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted
that public safety will be
important, noting that 900
guns were taken off the
streets and that violent and
property crime are at the
lowest levels in 15 years.

Bringing welcome news
to many neighborhood
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the
indifference of the Boston
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called
for “charting a new course
for growth, with people
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to
fully integrate long-range
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.”

Wu noted that she aims
to “sustainably” increase
the population of Boston
from its current number of
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also
figured in her goals. Wu

said that more than 3,800
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300
affordable units.

Wu said “every square
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed
“and we have identified
several parcels that could
be used for affordable
housing units.”

If “local builders
work with us to design
high-quality, affordable
homes that enhance the
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you
the land for free. And we
will provide increased
mortgage assistance so
our residents can afford to
buy these homes,” said the
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030
to have the city’s public
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The Boston Police
Department is seeking
the public’s assistance
in efforts to locate
Reina Morales Rojas,
41, of East Boston.
She is described as
a Hispanic Female,
5’5”, 145lbs, black
hair and brown eyes.
We are praying Reina
is found and returned
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911
or A-7 Department at
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone,
Jr. has been accepted into
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest
Leadership Program. Each
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide
intensive leadership and
professional development
training.

Moscone is the founder
of Moscone Law, where
he focuses on an array of
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a
judge or jury in multiple
venues throughout the
Commonwealth, as well
as in Federal Court, and
has guided home and
business owners through
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board
of Directors for the East
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am
pleased to welcome you
to the 2023 class of the
Public Interest Leadership
Program (PILP). You have
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of
attorneys. Congratulations
on this achievement!

I am confident that
your PILP experience will
deepen your engagement
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and
within the community at
large. Further, I hope the
bonds you develop with
fellow PILP participants
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your
class all the best and look
forward to working with
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit
organization that focuses
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part
in an effort to increase
East Boston’s scarce tree
canopy.

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%.

“We need a lot more
trees. We’ve got a lot of
heat islands, and because
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and
also the flooding that we
get along the coastline,
we need a lot of trees just
from an environmental
standpoint,” said Tree
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson.

Not only do trees help
environmental aspects
like reducing air pollution,
but they can cool down
streets, filter stormwater,

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree
Eastie.

That being said, the
non-profit is doing its best
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and
has had great success as
they have planted 164
street trees over the last 15
months, a number Master-
son is proud of.

“That’s a big number
… these are small trees. I
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but,
I mean, they’re going to
grow two to three feet a
year, and fast forward 10
years from now, there’s
going to be a lot of shade,”
said Masterson.

One of the main reasons
Tree Eastie was able to
plant that many trees was
due to its relatively new
and strong relationship
with the City of Boston.
In negotiations that took
place for about a year, the
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous
environmental strides

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor
President Jenny Holaday
said it all about the opening
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the
nation’s best sports town,”
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined
by Everett Mayor Carlo
DeMaria, Speaker of the
House Ron Mariano, State
Reps. Joseph McGonagle
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes
at the grand opening of
the new sportsbook which
is another step in Encore
bringing a spectacular Las
Vegas-style experience to
Everett.

“This has been long
overdue,” said DeMaria,
who led the way for the
Encore resort/casino to
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go
to other states to wager on
sports. We made the same
argument when we were
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the
opportunity to chat with
Johnny Damon, one of the

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event.
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans,
who have enjoyed several
championships by the New
England Patriots, Boston
Red Sox, Boston Celtics,
and Boston Bruins in this
century, can now legally
wager on professional and
college sports at Encore –
and they’re excited about
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden
was one of the first patrons
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at
260-270 Second Street
and one at 307 Broadway,
were approved for special

permits by the Zoning
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for
DMS Trinity on Second
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a
flower wholesaler. We will
utilize space on the first
floor, which has its own
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for
the business, which meets
zoning requirements,
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social

equity applicant, as well as
a minority owned business
enterprise.

“They are committed to
outreach and hiring within
the city, as well,” Grant
said.

Concrete Garden at 307
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city
board since the business
was first proposed last
year.

Earlier in January, the
ZBA granted a special
permit for the business,
despite some ongoing
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway

property.
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has
agreed to make upgrades
to the building to bring it
in compliance with city
regulations.

At last week’s Planning
Board, Samuel quickly
ran through the site plan
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the
board voted to approve the
site plan.

In other business, the
board approved the site

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague
Representative Marjorie
Decker and the Lift Our
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for
lifting kids out of Deep
Poverty by filing Senate
and House bills (SD 501,
HD 507) at the start of the
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch
event was held last week
to build support for this
legislation and introduce
it to members of the Leg-
islature. The Act to Lift
Kids Out of Deep Poverty,
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years,
would raise the maximum
cash assistance grant by

25% a year until it reaches
half of the federal poverty
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in
Deep Poverty. Under the

bill, grants would increase
each year and would keep
pace with inflation as the
poverty level goes up.

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels,

Senator DiDomenico and
Representative Decker led
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three
times for a total increase of
32% beginning in January
2021. This was a huge step
forward for families in our
communities and they are
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the
Commonwealth living
so far below the federal
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead
sponsor of the Senate bill
and Assistant Majority
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the
Space Adventure exhibit
currently running at 121
Webster Ave., visitors can
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the
opportunity to experience
the Mercury, Gemini and
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the
first humans to the lunar
surface – through a series
of immersive rooms that
include original artifacts
that no one has ever seen
or been given access to
before. These include the
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios
used for communication
between spacecraft and
Earth, astronaut suits,
cameras used to capture
the famous images of the
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air
inside the modules, the
Apollo mission food menu
featuring items that could
be stored for decades and

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages.
The first is a 180-degree
immersive video that
welcomes and transports
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about
to immerse themselves

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen
fire service leaders from
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy
Chief Edward McGarry,
graduated from the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer
candidates is delivered
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of
Massachusetts Edward J.
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through
classroom instruction and
out-of-class assignments,
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of
managing a municipal fire
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer
program is a tremendous
opportunity for new chiefs
and rising officers,” said
State Fire Marshal Peter
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide
variety of topics will help
these graduates provide

Local fire service leaders
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the
opening of the WynnBET
Sportsbook Tuesday at the
five-star resort/casino in
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in
the nation’s best sports
town,” remarked Holaday.
“Everyone is thrilled and
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined
by Everett Mayor Carlo
DeMaria, Speaker of the
House Ron Mariano, State
Reps. Joseph McGonagle
and Dan Ryan and an array
of professional athletes at
the grand opening of the
new sportsbook which
is another step in Encore
bringing a spectacular Las
Vegas-style experience to
Everett.

“This has been long
overdue,” said DeMaria,
who led the way for the
Encore resort/casino to be
built in the city. “People
have been able to go to
other states to wager on
sports. We made the same
argument when we were
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had
the opportunity to chat

with Johnny Damon, one
of the sports celebrities in
attendance at Tuesday’s
event. “I thanked him for
breaking the Curse of the
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans,
who have enjoyed several
championships by the New
England Patriots, Boston
Red Sox, Boston Celtics,
and Boston Bruins in this
century, can now legally
wager on professional and
college sports at Encore –
and they’re excited about
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first
patrons to wager after

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague
Representative Marjorie
Decker and the Lift Our

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for
lifting kids out of Deep
Poverty by filing Senate
and House bills (SD 501,
HD 507) at the start of the

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch
event was held last week
to build support for this
legislation and introduce
it to members of the Leg-
islature. The Act to Lift
Kids Out of Deep Poverty,
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years,
would raise the maximum
cash assistance grant by
25% a year until it reaches
half of the federal poverty
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in
Deep Poverty. Under the
bill, grants would increase
each year and would keep
pace with inflation as the
poverty level goes up.

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels,

Senator DiDomenico and
Representative Decker led
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three
times for a total increase of
32% beginning in January
2021. This was a huge step
forward for families in our
communities and they are
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the
Commonwealth living
so far below the federal
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead
sponsor of the Senate bill
and Assistant Majority
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen
fire service leaders from
across Massachusetts
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief
Fire Officer Management
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer
candidates is delivered
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of
Massachusetts Edward J.
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through
classroom instruction and
out-of-class assignments,
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of
managing a municipal fire
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer
program is a tremendous
opportunity for new chiefs
and rising officers,” said
State Fire Marshal Peter
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide
variety of topics will help
these graduates provide
the leadership that their
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I
want to congratulate them
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer
Management Training
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered
essential for effective
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by
his wife, former Lynn English
High School softball great Kelly
Curtin LaPierre for the official
launch of legalized sports betting
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an
historic day for Massachusetts
and Encore Boston Harbor with
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting
has been a long time coming to
our state, and it’s going to bring
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths,

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors,
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement,
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential,

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors!
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors,

Mod Kitchen, F.P.
Beautiful Detail,

Easy walk to Beach
& Shops!

Won't Last
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG
Pool Extremely well

maintained home
Must See! Won’t
Last! $499,900

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors,

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! AVacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl,
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T

& Greenway! $329,900

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors,
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55
Price subject
to change

without
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's
Day Holiday, on Monday,
February 19th, 2018 Trash
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr.

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs has approved a $1.5
million grant regarding the
development of the Northern
Strand Community Trail led
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the
Sea.

Revere has a one-mile
stretch in North Revere. The
Northern Strand Community
Trail has been in development
for over 20 years. The North
Revere segment is a major
part in the project that creates
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail
running from West Everett,
through Malden and Revere
to the Saugus River and soon
into Lynn. The North Revere
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the
Rumney Marsh.

The funding, awarded
through the Executive Office
of Energy and Environmental
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City
Parks Program, enables the
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt
of all necessary construction
permits. When completed, the
trail will span 10 miles and

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of
Route 1 have put up with the
noise from millions of cars,
and now some city councillors
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to
install barriers along Route 1
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late

Councillor Robert Haas Jr.
tried to get barriers installed
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route
1 installed along a new ball
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen

Have you ever had an idea
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task
Force; and this time, these
ideas are going to become a
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public
through the community-led
organizations, Revere on the
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD)

Task Force. Both the ATOD
Task Force and Revere on the
Move are initiatives of the
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move
is additionally co-led by the
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000
was awarded to fund ideas to
make Revere a healthier place
to work, to play, and to raise
a family. The Revere on the
Move mini-grant program
offered $10,605 in funding
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and
youth-led projects that would
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults.
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to
reduce youth substance use,
improve their mental health,
and increase opportunities for
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere
on the Move has extended
their permanent change and
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4.
Up to $1,395 is available for
ideas that make it easier to
eat healthy and be active for
all. The application is open

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration
awarded $500,000 to nine
projects through the Urban
Agenda Grant Program. The
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND)
was one group given $50,000
in funding to help establish
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along
with Housing and Economic
Development Secretary Jay
Ash came to Revere City Hall
to present the check to the
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local
leadership and its impact on
the lives of residents,” said
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito.
“The Urban Agenda Grant
Program relies on the strong
partnerships between local
government, non-profits and

the business community that
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its
economic and employment
base by utilizing large-scale
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles,
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through
partnership-building, problem
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a
good one with higher prices
for homes than in 2016, but
a drop in the number of new
listings, making home-buying
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight
years,” said Maureen Celata,
owner/broker of MCelata Real
Estate. “And 2018 is going to
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median
sales prices was $376,250,
a 4.9 increase over prices in
2016.

Homes also were also on
the market 41 days, a 26.8
percent increase over the 56

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in

2017 also dropped to 265,
10.8 percent down from 297
in 2016. The good news for
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with
the median sales price at
$315,000, up 16.7 percent
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and
everyone is looking toward
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also
strong with rents ranging from
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted
that if someone is paying big
rent they just might be capable
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year
to be in real estate,” said Joe
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a
lot of confidence and equity
in homes. For 35 years now
it’s been positive. Now is the
time to sell. Revere is getting
the overflow from the Boston
market and people are moving
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity
to Boston, and it’s a hidden
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward
to the spring market, drawing
from Boston and surrounding
communities. He added that
the Revere School system is
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com
Call 781 485 0588

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL

INDEX
Editorial 4

Police News 16

Sports 11

Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044  (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths,

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors,
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement,
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential,

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors!
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors,

Mod Kitchen, F.P.
Beautiful Detail,

Easy walk to Beach
& Shops!

Won't Last
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG
Pool Extremely well

maintained home
Must See! Won’t
Last! $499,900

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors,

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! AVacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl,
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T

& Greenway! $329,900

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors,
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55
Price subject
to change

without
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's
Day Holiday, on Monday,
February 19th, 2018 Trash
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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Gerardo Iannuzzi
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Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs has approved a $1.5
million grant regarding the
development of the Northern
Strand Community Trail led
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the
Sea.

Revere has a one-mile
stretch in North Revere. The
Northern Strand Community
Trail has been in development
for over 20 years. The North
Revere segment is a major
part in the project that creates
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail
running from West Everett,
through Malden and Revere
to the Saugus River and soon
into Lynn. The North Revere
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the
Rumney Marsh.

The funding, awarded
through the Executive Office
of Energy and Environmental
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City
Parks Program, enables the
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt
of all necessary construction
permits. When completed, the
trail will span 10 miles and

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of
Route 1 have put up with the
noise from millions of cars,
and now some city councillors
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to
install barriers along Route 1
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late

Councillor Robert Haas Jr.
tried to get barriers installed
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route
1 installed along a new ball
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen

Have you ever had an idea
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task
Force; and this time, these
ideas are going to become a
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public
through the community-led
organizations, Revere on the
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD)

Task Force. Both the ATOD
Task Force and Revere on the
Move are initiatives of the
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move
is additionally co-led by the
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000
was awarded to fund ideas to
make Revere a healthier place
to work, to play, and to raise
a family. The Revere on the
Move mini-grant program
offered $10,605 in funding
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and
youth-led projects that would
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults.
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to
reduce youth substance use,
improve their mental health,
and increase opportunities for
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere
on the Move has extended
their permanent change and
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4.
Up to $1,395 is available for
ideas that make it easier to
eat healthy and be active for
all. The application is open

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration
awarded $500,000 to nine
projects through the Urban
Agenda Grant Program. The
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND)
was one group given $50,000
in funding to help establish
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along
with Housing and Economic
Development Secretary Jay
Ash came to Revere City Hall
to present the check to the
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local
leadership and its impact on
the lives of residents,” said
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito.
“The Urban Agenda Grant
Program relies on the strong
partnerships between local
government, non-profits and

the business community that
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its
economic and employment
base by utilizing large-scale
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles,
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through
partnership-building, problem
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a
good one with higher prices
for homes than in 2016, but
a drop in the number of new
listings, making home-buying
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight
years,” said Maureen Celata,
owner/broker of MCelata Real
Estate. “And 2018 is going to
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median
sales prices was $376,250,
a 4.9 increase over prices in
2016.

Homes also were also on
the market 41 days, a 26.8
percent increase over the 56

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in

2017 also dropped to 265,
10.8 percent down from 297
in 2016. The good news for
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with
the median sales price at
$315,000, up 16.7 percent
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and
everyone is looking toward
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also
strong with rents ranging from
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted
that if someone is paying big
rent they just might be capable
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year
to be in real estate,” said Joe
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a
lot of confidence and equity
in homes. For 35 years now
it’s been positive. Now is the
time to sell. Revere is getting
the overflow from the Boston
market and people are moving
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity
to Boston, and it’s a hidden
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward
to the spring market, drawing
from Boston and surrounding
communities. He added that
the Revere School system is
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of
those statements are true because
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh
introduced Nicholson, stating
that, “I can’t think of a time
where a mayor had given a
speech for the State of the City
Address from these Chambers.
There have been a lot of great
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that,
I’d like to introduce the 59th
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee,
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio,

and guests.
This is my first State of the

City address and I so appreciate
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my

wife Katherine, my sons Henry
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of
you to check out the North Shore
Juneteenth event in the lobby

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank

you to everyone who stepped in
to help the residents who were
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of

this speech allows me to publicly

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong.
The future of our city is bright.
Both of those statements are

true because of the strength of
our people.

They’re true even in the face
of the many challenges we face.

They are true because we are
14 square miles teeming with
determination to overcome those
challenges.

Every day when I walk into
my office, I see the more than
50 flags representing countries
of origin of students in the Lynn
Public Schools. I’m reminded

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn

Classical High School girls
basketball team defeated Lynn
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its

GBL games while leading the
league in all statistical offensive
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in
league play and in the Boverini
Tournament championship game

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6)
gave Classical its toughest game
of the season in an earlier GBL
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

THE JETS IN SOFTBALL ACTION AGAINST REVERE

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

The East Boston girls lost to Revere in non-league softball action at Revere on 
Friday, May 10.

Catcher Yariana Camilo blocks an errant pitch.
 Grace Gans (41) and shortstop Jenna DaSilva (20) try for a force play at second base but 
the ball got away.

Shortstop Jenna DaSilva, (left), centerfielder Devani Taylor, and second baseman Grace 
Gans converge on a pop fly that eluded them and fell for a hit.

Third base player Arielle Tritto tries to make the play at third.

Left fielder Jordynn Copeland waits for a fly ball to drop 
into her glove.
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Malden Catholic announces major campus expansion to support 
growing student population and enhance academic and athletic programs 

Special to the Times-Free Press

Malden Catholic (MC) 
announced major expan-
sion plans for its academ-
ic and athletic programs. 
By partnering with Tim-
berline Construction and 
Scalora Consulting Group, 
MC broke ground on May 
9, for a state-of-the-art ac-
ademic and athletic facili-
ty located across the street 
from Malden Catholic at 
50 Crystal Street. This 
expansion will introduce 
a 7th and 8th grade pro-
gram, tentatively sched-
uled to open for students 
in September 2025, pend-
ing any unforeseen delays 
or adjustments. MC will 
accept 100 students in its 
7th grade and 100 students 
in its 8th grade. This de-
velopment aims to build 
upon the remarkable 40% 
growth in enrollment ob-
served over the past five 
years and the success of 
MC’s codivisional model. 
Next year’s high school 
enrollment is anticipated 
to surpass 900 students.

President John Thorn-
burg made the announce-
ment during Malden Cath-
olic’s 18th Annual Gala 
Celebration on April 6th, 
unveiling the launch of 
the capital campaign, Our 
Essential Future – A Cam-
paign for Malden Catho-
lic.

“We are excited to an-
nounce the first major 
campus expansion since 
Malden Catholic relocated 
to Crystal Street more than 
55 years ago—a milestone 
moment that will enhance 
the MC experience for our 
students, faculty/staff, and 

the community,” stated 
Thornburg.

“In addition to expand-
ing and modernizing our 
campus, we are advancing 
our mission by extending 
the Xaverian Brothers’ 
educational experience to 
7th and 8th grade students. 
This expansion will lay a 
strong foundation, facil-
itating the transition into 
MC’s college-preparato-
ry high school programs. 
When I accepted this po-
sition at Malden Catholic 
five years ago, I was ex-
cited about our growth po-
tential due to our unique 
codivisional model and 
the Board’s decision to 
invest in a 1.6-acre prop-
erty across the street. This 
announcement marks the 
next major phase in realiz-
ing our vision to grow our 
remarkable school. As we 
embark on this next chap-
ter in the MC story, we are 
grateful to our many sup-
porters, including our dear 
friend, mentor, and gen-
erous benefactor, the late 
Joe O’Donnell ’62, who 
served as Co-Chair of the 
campaign before his pass-
ing in January 2024.”

The 70,000 square foot 
building will include cut-
ting-edge classrooms and 
lab spaces, a spacious 
dining hall and modern 
office facilities to support 
administrative needs and 
student services. The ath-
letic facility will include 
a 30,000 square-foot in-
door turf field, a 6,000 
square-foot basketball    
court, wellness center and 
weight room. The Bio-
medical Engineering lab 
will facilitate the addition 

of more biomedical class-
es within MC’s Project 
Lead the Way Program. 
Dedicated classrooms for 
Entrepreneurship and Fi-
nancial Literacy will also 
be added to expand the 
growth of MC’s Business 
Program.

The capital campaign 
– Our Essential Future – 
A Campaign for Malden 
Catholic - has a goal of 
$40 million, which will 
serve to fund construc-
tion at 50 Crystal Street 
and increase scholarship 
support for students. The 
campaign is off to a strong 
start with impressive sup-
port from the MC commu-
nity.

The Our Essential Fu-
ture Campaign recognizes 
the combined 180 years of 
outstanding educational 
services and faith forma-
tion provided to students 
from Malden and sur-
rounding communities by 
the School Sisters of No-
tre Dame and the Xaverian 
Brothers. It aims to ensure 
that future generations 
will have the opportunity 
for an exceptional Catho-
lic high school experience 
at Malden Catholic. 

Jim and Bev Donovan, 
long-time benefactors to 
the school, have provided 
a $5 million lead gift to 
the Campaign. Jim, who 
served for over 20 years as 
a Trustee at MC, including 
the last 10 years as Board 
Chair, will now serve as 
Co-Chair of the Cam-
paign. He has been in-
strumental in every major 
strategic initiative during 

his tenure and played a 
crucial role in formulating 
plans for the campus ex-
pansion. 

In a statement, Jim 
Donovan expressed his 
hopes: “As non-gradu-
ates, Bev and I hope our 
lead gift inspires the many 
thousands of men and 
women privileged to hold 
an MC or Girls Catholic 
diploma. This gift honors 
my father’s service to the 
school as a custodian in 
the 50s and 60s, where he 
mentored many students 
and was a beloved friend 
and confidant of many 
Xaverian Brothers. It also 
honors my sister Elaine’s 
service as a School Sis-
ter of Notre Dame. We 
strongly believe that the 
young men and women of 
Malden, Medford, Everett, 
Revere, and the surround-
ing communities served 
by MC deserve the best 
educational platform and 
athletic facilities, and that 
the campus expansion at 
50 Crystal Street will be 
truly transformative for 
them. It is our hope that 
the entire MC community 
will join us in making this 
a reality.”

For more information 
about 7th and 8th grade 
enrollment at 50 Crystal 
Street and additional de-
tails about Our Essential 
Future – A Campaign for 
Malden Catholic, please 
visit the campaign web-
site at www.malden-
catholic.org/give/cam-
paign-launch.

Malden Catholic would 
like to thank the following 

individuals for their in-
valuable contributions to 
the success of Our Essen-
tial Future – A Campaign 
for Malden Catholic: 

Malden Catholic Ad-
vancement Team: Sean 
Hurley ’97, CFO/VP of 
Advancement, Robert 
McCarthy P’07, Senior 
Director of Advancement 
and Strategic Partner-
ships, Gregory Maynard, 
Director of Major Gifts, 
Strategic Initiatives and 
Planned Giving, Sarah 
Hamilton, Esq., P’22, Di-
rector of Annual Gifts and 
Operations

Honorary Campaign 
Chairs: Dr. Eugene F. 
Fama ’56 and Sallyann 
(Dimeco) GC’56 and Ted 
Legasey ’63 and Tricia 
(McNamara) GC’63

Campaign Co-
Chairs:  Joseph J. O’Don-
nell ’62 and James R. 
Donovan Hon’11

Board Chair: Mason S. 
Tenaglia ’74

Malden Catholic Pres-
ident: John K. Thornburg

Campaign Steering 
Committee:  Patricia 
McWade GC’65, Rose-
mary (Boland) Phalen 
GC’69, Richard L. Sum-
berg ’64, Brian J. Walsh 
’84 P’16, ’18, ’20

Campaign Leader-
ship Committee:  Mark T. 
Cannon ’73, Richard F. 
Connolly, Jr. ’57, Alicia 
Cooney P’21, Paul T. Fitz-
gerald, Esq. ’81,  Joseph 
J. Keough ’88, Daniel J. 
Lawler ’84, Daniel Passa-
cantilli ’90, Mark J. Sulli-
van ’83

Parent Leadership 

Committee:  Stephen J. 
Byrne ’95, P’24, ’26, Ben-
jamin Marino P’22, ’24, 
Colleen McGlynn Moody 
P’24, Craig Spadafora ’91, 
P’26, ’27, Peter Van Dor-
pe P’27

Since 1932, Malden 
Catholic High School has 
shaped emerging leaders 
in our community, claim-
ing a Nobel Laureate, a 
Senator, two ambassadors 
and countless commu-
nity and business heads 
among its alumni. Annual-
ly, graduates attend some 
of the nation’s most re-
nown universities includ-
ing Harvard, Princeton, 
Dartmouth, University 
of Chicago, Georgetown, 
Cornell, Brown, Tufts, 
Carnegie Mellon, Duke, 
Notre Dame, Northeast-
ern, Boston College and 
College of the Holy Cross. 
Foundational to student 
success is Malden Cath-
olic’s codivisional model 
which offers the best of 
both worlds, single-gender 
academics during the day 
and integrated social and 
extracurricular opportuni-
ties after school. Malden 
Catholic is known in the 
community for its rigorous 
academics, SFX Scholars 
Program and award-win-
ning STEM program. 
Malden Catholic curricula 
is designed to improve in-
dividual growth mindset, 
leadership principles and 
success outcomes along 
with integrating the Xave-
rian values of trust, humil-
ity, compassion, simplic-
ity and zeal. https://www.
maldencatholic.org.

Artist rendering of the state-of-the-art academic and athletic facility.

Wu announces launch of Wake Up the Night Grant
Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu 
and the Office of Night-
life Economy today an-
nounced the launch of the 
City’s Wake Up the Night 
Grant, which will award 
individuals and organi-
zations up to $10,000 to 
host nighttime activations. 
The  application  is now 
open and the deadline to 
apply is May 28. 

The Wake Up the Night 
Grant Pilot Program will 
use up to $250,000 in 
American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funding to re-
vitalize Boston’s nightlife 
economy and foster safe, 
inclusive social spaces. 
All activations will take 
place in July through De-
cember 2024 and be free 
and open to the public.  

“Boston is a city of 
neighborhoods, and we 
are working to revitalize 
our nighttime economy 

and create opportunities 
for residents to enjoy safe, 
joyful spaces throughout 
the warmer months and 
into the fall,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “This year 
we’re trying to make it 
easier than ever to fos-
ter fun programming that 
showcases the beauty of 
our communities and sup-
port residents and busi-
nesses in their efforts to 
make this summer a safe, 
enjoyable one for all in 
Boston.”

All funded events will 
align with one the follow-
ing categories: 

• Accessible Program-
ming:  Social events spe-
cifically curated for per-
sons with diverse  abilities 
(physical, cognitive, or 
emotional)

• Cultural Expres-
sion:  Activations show-
casing the many cultural 
interests and expressions 

of Bostonians.
• Intergeneration-

al:  Activations promoting 
multi-generational social 
interaction. 

• Spirit-Free Program-
ming:  Activations mind-
fully omitting the con-
sumption and presence of 
alcohol.

• Weekday Activa-
tions:  Events promoting 
social interaction Monday 
through Thursday, specif-
ically in the Downtown 
and surrounding neighbor-
hoods.

• Youth Program-
ing: Activations aimed to 
serve persons 20 years old 
and younger.

“There is a pressing 
demand for more innova-
tive, inclusive, and acces-
sible nighttime activities,” 
said Corean Reynolds, Di-
rector of Nightlife Econ-
omy for the City of Bos-
ton. “Through the Wake 

Up the Night Grant Pilot 
Program, we are excited 
to directly invest in peo-
ple and organizations that 
are reimagining Boston’s 
nightlife.” 

The Grant is open to 
individuals, nonprofit or-
ganizations, or business-
es working in partnership 
with community partners. 
Applicants must be Bos-
ton residents or demon-
strate that their project is 
led by partners who are 
Boston residents.

The Wake Up the Night 
Grant is an Office of 
Nightlife Economy initia-
tive. The Office, launched 
in March 2023, works to 
create a more robust and 
equitable nightlife econo-
my to enhance the overall 
quality of life for residents 
of Boston. For more infor-
mation about the Office of 
Nightlife Economy, vis-
it boston.gov/nightlife.
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EBHS  Graduates for June 12,  2015
Abdelaal, Kareem Mohamed
Adams, Daniel Iyke
Ajao, Anuoluwapo Oluwatimilehin
Aldana, Jonathan Eduardo
Alicea, Luis Haniel
Alimi, Shabnam 
Alvarado, Kevin Adiel
Alvarez, Karen Jessenia
Alvarez, Michelle 
Alves, Amaryah Kathryn
Amezquita, Dimas Ariel
Anaya Angel, Dennis Francisco
Angel, Brenda 
Angel, William Stanley
Areniello, Louis Michael
Argueta, Gerson Omar
Arias Solis, Marlen Jazmin
Atehortua, Kevin 
Attride, Imari Ramone
Ayala Melendez, Erick Eduardo
Bahena Acevedo, Eduardo 
Barrera Guerrero, Yerik Bladimir
Batres Luna, Guillermo Alexander
Bell, Rasheed 
Bocchino, Jenna Nicole
Bonilla, William Geovanny
Bouhennana, Jihane 
Bowen, Marilyn Nathalie
Brancato, Brittany Lynne
Brandao, Ashley Goncalves
Brooks, Nicole Sandra
Brown, Taqee Azerbaijon
Buenrostro, Theresa Maria
Buonopane, Dante 
Burgess, Jesse Dean
Burns, Wayne Nakie
Butler, Chance Jayvon
Cabrera, Claudia Isabel
Cadger, Molly Katherine
Calderon, Naira Elivet
Callejas, Jonathan Benjamin
Camillo, Lawrence Eugene
Chery, Elisha Faith
Chicas, Isidro Antonio
Chinchilla, Oscar Bladimir
Collins, Tiara Shantell
Colombo, Maximillion Theo
Considine, Andrew Patrick
Contreras Geronimo, Mariela Francisca
Contreras, Henry Eric
Cordova, Shelby Naomi
Crespo, Ethan Edward
D'Amelio, Briana Rose
Dargenio, Annamaria 
Davis, Lynell Eugene
DeDonato, Amanda Marie

Diaz, Dariel 
DiBenedetto, Tyler Joseph
Dinkins, Rachel Chanel
Disla, Rayner Alexander
Elliott, Danielle Marie
Escobar, Jonathan Abel
Escobar, Maria Jose
Espinosa, Anderson 
Estrella, Yescleyris 
Etheridge, Dylan Thomas
Evans, Chaquia Lynne
Faiella Jr, Erik Anthony
Fantasia, Christian Alexander
Flores Cortez, Gustavo Alexis
Franco, Jessica Xiomara
Frasier, Dajuan Rahim
Frazer, Jared John
Gahn, Brian James
Galdamez, Henry Neftali
Garcia, David Esteban
Garcia, Oscar Mercedes
Gill, Randall Oswald
Gingras, Nicholas Charles
Gomez Vargas, Mayler Vladimir
Gonzalez, Ana Patricia
Granara, Joseph Arthur
Green, Jamal Kamal
Gregor, Kelsey Marie
Grillo, Juliana Rose
Guevara, Amilcar Joel
Gutierrez, Santos Alexis
Hamzeh, Bilal Fouad
Harry, Jose 
Hasaba, Salam 
Hayek, Mahmoud 
Hernandez Tejada, Orlando Javier
Hernandez, Alondra Stephanie
Hernandez, Gilberto Bladimir
Hernandez, Kevin Alexander
Hernandez, Kimberly Denise
Hernandez, Mario Alberto
Herngirouard, Sebastian Nicholaus
Herrera, Allan 
Herrera, Emely Briseyda
Herrera, Lisa Maria
Herrera, Yefferson 
Honore, Pierre Elie
Howell, Marcus
Illobre, Jeromy 
Jaramillo, Yeraldine 
Jimenez Hernandez, Emmanuel 
Jordan, Mykala Catherine
Jose, Domingo Felix
Joya, Isaias 
Landaverde, Giselle Alexandra
Landaverde, Juan Vicente
Landaverde, Marvin Enrique

Landaverde, Yasmin Danielle
Landaverde, Yesenia Marisol
Lattimore, Anthony
Lazo, Manuel Antonio
Le, Peter 
Lemus, Jasmine Elena
Lenardis, James Mike
Lepore, Nicholas Anthony
Lewis, Arjanae La-Star
Li, Kit Sum 
Lizama, Robert Stephen
Llanten Lopez, Lesly Dahana
Lopera Catano, Manuela 
Lopez, Samantha 
Mainero, Philip Lazaro
Marifiote, Francesca Maria
Marquina, Fidel Angel
Martinez, Alisa
Martinez, Javier Enrique
Martinez, Sandra 
Martinez, Yulisa 
Mejia Figueroa, Yesenia Maribel
Mejia, Delmy Susana
Mejia, Marvin Amilcar
Melendez, Doleirys Maria
Melendez, Noe Marcelo
Mendoza, Brandy Yaslinne
Mendoza, Marlon Gabriel
Mitchell, John Thomas
Moncada Medina, Anguie Maria
Morales, Sergio Bernardo
Mosley, Jared Curtis
Nastari, Michael Louis
Nevins, Tavon Latrell
Nguyen, Nhi Tran
Orellana, Julia Jamileth
Palma, Jessica Beatriz
Pena Tejeda, Edward Miguel
Perez, Edwin Yovany
Peri, Terry McNeal
Pham, Joseph Anh
Pimentel, Joshwal 
Pimentel, Katherine Alexandra
Pineda, Wilber Jesus
Pleitez, Deniz Ismael
Pol, Manuel Guarocuya
Polanco, Irma Stephanie
Polanco, Stephanie 
Preciado, Natalia 
Puopolo, Anthony Domenic
Quintanilla, Melida Marisol
Quintero Echavarria, Manuel Fernando
Quintero Echavarria, Maria Isabel
Ramos, Joel 
Restrepo, Jose David
Reyes, Lauren Valeria
Reyes, Rene Emilio

Rivas Deras, Kevin Manuel
Rivas Vasquez, Aleyda Lisbeth
Rivas, Ruth Beatriz
Rivera, Viviana
Roche, Nelson Ruben
Rodriguez, Sonia Lorena
RomanFalcon, Justin Daniel
Romano, Mikayla 
Romero Castillo, Jason Fabian
Romero, Hector NMN
Rua Monsalve, Mariana 
Ruiz, Eldy Lizbeth
Ruiz, Erica Joana
Saluja, Rajprit Singh
Sanchez, Oscar Alonso
Serrano, Maria Leonor
Shaw, Marcus Tyrone Daveone
Shea, Nicholas Mark
Siciliano, Briana Alice
Sinatra, Kevin James
Smith, Monet' Thelma
Sola, Lilian Yesenia
Solis, Francis Leonel
Sosa Melgar, Jose Luis
Soto, Wilfredo 
Suazo, Julissa Oristel
Taib, Helen Temanu
Taib, Hermuna Tamanu
Tauro, Steven Benito
Teurkia, Kaouther 
Tihic, Alen 
Tobon Soto, Camila 
Torres, Jacinda Inez
Travers, Thomas Patrick
Trinh, Kathy Uyen
Twomey, Kathleen Howell
Valencia, Guendy Lissette
Vasquez Almonte, Katiuska 
Vasquez, Fatima Elizabeth
Vega, Elizabeth
Velasquez, Brenda Janette
Vieira De Andrade, Emanuel Dejesus Ama-

do
Viera, Denisse 
Villani, Alessandra Nicole
Villegas, Daniela 
Vitale, Michael
Welch, Marquette Ithaca
Williams, Derrell Alexander
Williams, Steven Trevon
Wilson Singleton, Stephona Bernea Unique
Wilson, Thomas Michael
Yepes, Jenny Juliet
Zaldana, Wilbert Alfredo

EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL             2015 GRADUATION

Mayor Martin Walsh gives some good advice to 
Eastie graduates.

Class president Briana D'Amelio speaks. Valedictorian Brittany Brancato delivers her 
speech.

National Honor Society girls and boys together on Friday, June 12, 2015.

Congratulations

Ashley & 
Emily

Love 
Your Family & Friends

Class of 2017
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Richard J Lettieri,76, 
of Osprey FL, formerly of 
Swampscott MA, passed 
away on 5/4/24 after a 
long, courageous battle 
with heart disease.

Richard was born on 
5/29/47 to Roy and Gen-
evieve Lettieri in Chel-
sea MA. After graduating 
Chelsea High School, 
Richard attended and 
graduated from Villano-
va University in 1969, 
where he was a three-year 
starting letterman on the 
varsity baseball team. As 
a student-athlete at Villa-
nova, Richard was recog-
nized by the Outstanding 
Americans Foundation as 
an Outstanding College 
Athlete of America for 
his academic and athletic 
achievements. Upon grad-
uation, Richard taught 
algebra and geometry at 
St. Dominic Savio High 
School in East Boston for 
two years. Richard then 
enrolled in law school at 
Boston College, where he 
graduated in 1974 with a 
Doctor of Jurisprudence.

Richard was admit-
ted to the Massachusetts 
Bar Association in 1975. 
Richard had a 40 year, 
esteemed legal career in-
cluding a nine-year stint 
with the Massachusetts 
Port Authority where he 
was Chief Legal Counsel 
from 1981-1986. Rich-
ard’s career path then took 
him to the prestigious 
Boston law firm Ropes 
& Gray where he spent 
25 years, excelling as a 
Partner from 1990-2012. 
While at Ropes & Gray, 
Richard’s practice fo-
cused on Corporate Law, 
Public Development and 
Airport Law.

Beyond his profession-
al accomplishments, Rich-
ard was a man of uncom-

promised, high integrity 
with a passion for justice 
and kindness for the poor 
and the underserved. He 
took great pride in serv-
ing as a Board Member of 
the New England Center 
and Home for Veterans, as 
well as supporting numer-
ous charities that help the 
needy and disadvantaged.

Richard was prede-
ceased by his parents; his 
younger brother, Ronald; 
his aunt Lucy Ryan; and 
his loving partner of 35 
years the distinguished 
artist, Jennifer L. Pierce. 
Richard is survived by his 
younger brother, Roy of 
San Francisco; two niec-
es; numerous cousins in 
the Boston area; and his 
cousin, Ann Marie Lane 
of Chicago.

A private ceremony 
is planned at Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Everett. The 
Lettieri Family requests 
any consideration for do-
nations be made to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion or New England Cen-
ter and Home for Veterans 
in memory of Richard Jo-
seph Lettieri.

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Honoring Memories and traditions, one family at a time
139 years of continuous, faithful & trusted service in East Boston & Revere

❖
vazzafunerals.com | 262 Beach St. Revere, MA 02151

781-284-1127 | 781-284-7756

Beechwood Home for Funerals

OBITUARIES

Donald “Donnie” Wythe
Of Boston

Donald “Donnie” J. 
Wythe, 58, of Boston, 
passed away on Saturday, 
April 27, 2024.

Born in Boston to 
the late Helen (Hurley) 
D’Agostino and James Al-
lerton, Donnie is survived 
by his brother, Walter 
Wythe and his wife, Ma-
ria of Medfield, his sister, 
Barbara Perez and her 
husband, Alex of Florida 
and his nieces and neph-
ew: Briana, Alexis, Mat-
thew and Valentina.

He was predeceased 
by his parents, Helen and 
Joseph D’Agostino, his 
brother, Joseph “Tony” 
Wythe and his nephew, 
Alex J. Perez, II.

The family will receive 
visitors on Friday, May 
17 from 4 to 8 p.m. in the 
J. S. Waterman Langone 
Chapel, 580 Commercial 
Street, Boston, MA 02109. 
Complimentary valet 
parking attendants at front 
door. 

On Saturday, May 18, 
to visit in the morning and/
or join process to church, 
please be at the funeral 
home by 9:30 a.m. A Mass 
of Christian Burial will be 
celebrated at 11 a.m. in 
Sacred Heart Church, 45 
Brooks Street, East Bos-
ton. Services will conclude 
with interment in Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Malden.  
For online condolences 
and/or directions, please 
visit: www.watermanbos-
ton.com.

William Morani, Sr.
Amtrak Retiree

William E. 
“Billy” Morani, 
Sr. died in East 
Boston on May 
11, 2024. 

Billy served in the Army 
National Guard during the 
Vietnam Era.  Upon dis-
charge he began working 
for the B & M Railroad, 
which then became Am-
trak from which he retired.

The beloved husband of 
Shirley A. (Paz) Morani, 
he was the father of Shir-
ley Butts Morani and her 
husband, Michael Butts, 
William E. Morani Jr., Di-
anne Morani and Thomas 
A. L. Morani, all of East 
Boston;   brother of Mar-
ian Loud of East Boston 
and Thomas Morani of 
Mansfield; grandfather of 
Paul Anthony Morani of 
East Boston and Justine 
Castellon of Tennessee 
and great-grandfather of 
Nicholas.  Billy is also 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Visiting hours in the 
Magrath Funeral Home, 
336 Chelsea St [at Day 

Sq] East Boston are today,  
Wednesday, May 15 from 
4 to 7 p.m. Relatives and 
friends are invited. Funer-
al Mass in St. Anthony of 
Padua Church, Revere, 
Thursday morning, May 
16, at 11 o’clock. Inter-
ment will follow in Puri-
tan Lawn Memorial Park, 
Peabody.

At the family’s request, 
in lieu of flowers, dona-
tions to the Alzheimer’s 
Assn. in Billy’s memory, 
would be appreciated.

Please leave messag-
es of condolence for the 
family on his Tribute Page 
at MagrathFuneralHome.
com.

XR takes action on World Asthma Day
By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Extinction Rebellion 
Boston (XR), a local group 
that works to bring about 
climate and ecological jus-
tice, took to the McArdle 
Bridge on World Asthma 
Day to draw attention to 
asthma rates and pollu-
tion-related illnesses in East 
Boston, which the group 
says is caused by Logan 
Airport. 

Last Tuesday morn-
ing, May 7, several activ-
ists walked onto McArdle 
Bridge to attach a banner 
that read “Toxic Air Zone.” 
The goal was for the ban-
ner to drop when the bridge 
opened to allow a ship to 
make its way to Logan Air-
port. 

Unfortunately for the 
activists, a security guard 
stopped their banner drop 
and took it down just as the 
bridge was about to lift. 

Although XR’s demon-
stration did not go exactly 
as planned, Jamie McGo-
nagill, XR’s Media and 
Messaging Director, still 
seemed to classify it as a 
success, underscoring the 
coverage it got from local 
news outlets. 

“I think what makes a 
demonstration successful 
is if it creates conversation 
about the issue that the 
demonstration was meant 
to illustrate,” said McGo-
nagill. 

As mentioned, the pur-
pose of the abovementioned 
demonstration was to draw 
attention to asthma rates 
and other pollution-related 
illnesses in East Boston. 

“East Boston has an in-
credibly high asthma rate,” 

said McGonagill, as she 
cited findings from studies 
such as the Logan Airport 
Health Study conducted by 
the state’s Bureau of Cli-
mate and Environmental 
Health and the Department 
of Public Health. 

Specifically, the study’s 
executive summary re-
vealed that “children in the 
high exposure area were 
estimated to have three to 
four times the likelihood 
of this respiratory outcome 
[probable asthma] com-
pared with children in the 
low exposure area.” 

“Our takeaway is that 
Massport is directly respon-
sible for these illnesses, is 
directly responsible for the 
asthma that is rampant in 
the East Boston communi-
ty, and we knew we wanted 
to do something to draw at-
tention to that,” said McGo-
nagill.

However, it should be 
noted that in email cor-
respondence with Jenni-
fer Mehigan, Massport’s 
Director of Media Rela-
tions, she indicated that in 
the Logan Airport Health 
Study conducted in 2014, 
“the Department of Public 
Health did not conclude 
there was a linkage be-
tween activity at Logan and 
these conditions, but it did 
acknowledge that Logan is 
a very small contributor to 
urban air emissions, since 
concentrations of emissions 
fall to less than 1% beyond 
the airport perimeter.”

Moreover, Mehigan not-
ed that since 2014, Mass-
port has provided annual 
funding to the East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Cen-
ter as a result of the study. 

when the pandemic hit, de-
mand drastically increased. 

“When the pandemic 
happened, our numbers 
just skyrocketed. We had 
probably over 150 fami-
lies a week waiting in line 
for food; it was really quite 
scary,” said Crapo. 

While demand has de-
creased since the height of 
the pandemic, Crapo em-
phasized that the food pan-
try is still serving around 
150-180 households a 
month. 

“Yeah, it did go down, 
but the need is still there; 
the need is definitely there,” 
she said. 

Although Crapo indicat-
ed that the food pantry man-
aged the demand during the 
height of the pandemic due 
to the community’s gener-
osity, she says the amount 
of monetary donations has 
decreased post-pandemic. 

“There have been several 
times over this last year that 

our account has dipped to 
the point where it got a little 
scary, like how are we going 
to do our shopping for next 
month,” said Crapo. 

Though the Grace 
Church Food Pantry, which 
is open the first two Satur-
days of every month, re-
ceives some help from the 
Greater Boston Food Bank 
through the YMCA—200 
bags of food a month—it 
also does its own shopping, 
which costs around $2,000-
$2,500 a month. 

The shopping the food 
pantry does out of its own 
account supplements the 
products received from the 
Greater Boston Food Bank 
since participants can only 
come once a month. 

“Where they can only 
come once a month, we 
want to make it so they 
walk out of there with at 
least several meals in the 
bags that we give them,” 
said Crapo. 

The food pantry received 
a $10,000 state grant last 
year, and Crapo hopes it 
will receive another this 
year. However, that grant 
money only goes so far—
about five months. 

Crapo made it clear that 
without funding, trouble 
could be on the horizon for 
families who usually come 
to the food pantry. 

“If the funds get to a 
point where we can’t do 
that supplemental shopping, 
not as many families will be 
able to be served, and not as 
much food will be able to be 
given,” said Crapo. 

“We might still get sup-
port from the YMCA, but 
it’s going to be like one bag 
of food, which I guess is a 
blessing if you need food… 
it’s really truly not enough,” 
she added. 

For those who want to 
make a monetary dona-
tion, the pantry is accepting 
checks and money orders. 

Checks or money orders 
should be made out to 
Grace Church Food Pantry 
and can be mailed to 760 
Saratoga Street, Boston, 
MA 02128. 

Moreover, an online 
donation option is in the 
works. Residents should 
keep an eye out for the 
Grace Church’s website 
(https://gracechurcheastie.
wordpress.com/) and Face-
book page (https://www.
facebook.com/gracechur-
cheastie/) for more informa-
tion on the online donation 
option when it becomes 
available. 

Additionally, the Grace 
Church Food Pantry is ac-
cepting food donations, but 
they must be non-perishable 
items. For those looking to 
donate food, first call 617-
543-3360. 

“If the funding runs out, 
less families will be helped, 
and less food will be given 
out,” said Crapo. 

Meeting //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Richard Lettieri
A man of uncompromised, high integrity 
with a passion for justice and kindness for 

the poor and the underserved

“This partnership helps 
to expand the efforts of 
their Pediatric Asthma and 
Chronic Obstructive Pul-
monary Disease (COPD) 
Prevention and Treatment 
Program in East Boston and 
Winthrop,” she wrote. 

That said, activists like 
McGonagill have a set of 
demands to quell the above-
mentioned issues. 

First, she mentioned the 
implementation of an “air-
port-sponsored community 
classroom and residential 
air filtration program.” 

“Essentially, they should 
be installing and maintain-
ing air filters in classrooms, 
daycares, community build-
ings, and also some private 
homes right around Logan 
Airport,” said McGonagill. 

Activists are also asking 
for a stop to Logan Airport’s 
expansion, no displacement 
of planes from Hanscom 
Airfield to Logan Airport, 
banning private jets in the 
state, and more. 

“All of these initiatives 
would help our kids from 
getting sick,” said McGo-
nagill. 

McGonagill says move-
ment has been “very limit-
ed” regarding the potential 
implementation of these 
requests.

However, it should be 
noted that McGonagill in-
dicated that Massport re-
sponded to a job description 
for the organization’s CEO 
position crafted by the Lo-
gan Community Clean Air 
Coalition and AIR, Inc. and 
printed in the East Boston 
Times. 

Ultimately, McGonagill 
indicated that there would 
be more events in the future 
to raise awareness for these 
issues. 

“I know that Extinction 
Rebellion Boston is really 
committed to improving 
the lives of residents in East 
Boston,” she said. 

“It really is a back and 
forth between community 

events to support the resi-
dents of the area in under-
standing more about the 
risks that they’re facing, 
understanding more about 
where their voices can be 
heard while simultaneously 
taking more direct action, 
more civil-disobedience ac-
tion to pressure the people 
in power.” 

To learn more about fu-
ture events from XR, visit 
https://xrboston.org/. 

It should also be noted 
that Mehigan wrote in email 
correspondence that Mass-
port “acknowledges that 
airport operations impact 
the surrounding communi-
ties” and that “for the past 
several decades has worked 
to reduce that impact as 
much as possible through a 
variety of initiatives.”

Mehigan detailed a re-
cent initiative for Massport 
to achieve net zero by 2031. 
She wrote that the 2031 
goal is “two decades before 
the industry standard of 

2050.”
“Massport is committed 

to being a good neighbor. 
We have built and maintain 
more than 30 acres of parks 
and open space, mostly in 
East Boston. We require 
all new construction on 
Massport property to meet 
LEED certification,” wrote 
Mehigan. 

“New construction and 
renovation projects incor-
porate energy conservation 
efforts and the installation of 
renewable energy sources; 
are currently replacing air-
field diesel-powered equip-
ment with eGSEs (electric 
ground service equipment); 
have eliminated millions of 
vehicle trips each year at 
Logan with better manage-
ment of TNCs (Uber and 
Lyft); and are increasing 
Logan Express services and 
encouraging passengers to 
take public transit, among 
other initiatives,” she add-
ed.
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Special to the Times-Free Press

In alignment with the 
Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration’s call to support 
students in completing 
their Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), the Healey-
Driscoll Administration 
announced  that the De-
partment of Higher Edu-
cation (DHE) has moved 
the priority deadline for 
its largest state financial 
aid program, MASSGrant, 
from May 1 to July 1, 
2024. This later deadline 
gives Massachusetts stu-
dents more time to com-
plete their FAFSA for the 
2024-2025 academic year.

MASSGrant is a need-
based financial aid pro-
gram that helps to cov-
er  educational expenses 
at state public and private 
colleges and universi-
ties. During FAFSA Week 
of Action, the administra-
tion is encouraging stu-
dents to complete their 
FAFSA as soon as possi-
ble.

“Massachusetts is home 
to the greatest higher ed-
ucation institutions in the 
world, but we need to 
make sure that students 
are able to access that ed-
ucation. That’s why our 
administration has taken 
action to significantly ex-
pand financial aid,” said 
Governor Maura Healey. 
“We are extending the 
MASSGrant deadline to 
ensure that students who 
qualify for this financial 
aid have enough time and 
support to apply and do 
not leave money on the 
table.”

“Many students’ post-
high school plans rest 
on whether or not they 
receive the financial aid 
needed to make going to 
college a reality,” said 
Lieutenant Governor Kim 
Driscoll. “This year’s up-
dated deadline supports 

students who have report-
ed challenges completing 
this year’s new FAFSA, 
and the move is part of 
larger efforts to remove 
financial barriers to the 
life-changing opportuni-
ties that higher education 
offers.”   

The extended priority 
deadline for MASSGrant 
comes in response to chal-
lenges that students are 
facing as they work to 
complete the significantly 
updated FAFSA. Students 
who qualify for MASS-
Grant and apply by the 
July 1, 2024 priority dead-
line are guaranteed to re-
ceive financial assistance 
from this program. Stu-
dents who cannot com-
plete the FAFSA due to 
their immigration status 
can complete the MASFA 
to apply for state need-
based financial aid. 

“We’re happy to al-
low more time for FAF-
SA completion this year 
to support our students, 
families, and those in our 
K-12 schools and educa-
tional community who 
work tirelessly to help 
with FAFSA completion,” 
said Secretary of Edu-
cation Patrick Tutwiler. 
“The Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration, in partner-
ship with the Legislature, 
is committed to helping 
students access higher ed-
ucation. We are hopeful 
that students will apply 
for financial aid and take 
advantage of the many 
expanded opportunities 
to attend college more af-
fordably.”  

“Our message to stu-
dents and families contin-
ues to remain the same: 
fill out the FAFSA as soon 
as possible,” said Com-
missioner of Higher Edu-
cation Noe Ortega. “This 
year’s extended deadline 
responds to feedback from 
students, campuses and 
other partners about this 

year’s unique challenges 
with FAFSA completion. 
We want students to know 
there are significant finan-
cial aid dollars available 
for those who qualify, and 
that persevering through 
completing the FAFSA is 
worth it.”  

“This updated MASS-
Grant priority deadline is 
welcome news,” said El-
ementary and Secondary 
Education Acting Com-
missioner Russell D. John-
ston. “I hope students, es-
pecially first generation 
college students, will see 
the extended deadline and 
the Administration’s sig-
nificant expansion of fi-
nancial aid and realize that 
public higher education is 
within reach.”   

Along with Massa-
chusetts’ longstanding 
MASSGrant program, the 
Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration has brought his-
toric increases in student 
financial aid. In August 
2023, the administration 
launched MassReconnect, 
which makes community 
college tuition and fees 
free for students ages 25 
and older without prior 
degrees, regardless of in-
come. Then in November 
2023, the administration 
launched MASSGrant 
Plus Expansion that pro-
vides free tuition and fees 
to Pell Grant-eligible stu-
dents at all Massachusetts 
public colleges and uni-
versities (not including 
room and board) along 
with a $1,200 allowance 
for books and supplies. 
The expansion of MASS-
Grant Plus also cuts tui-
tion and fees in half for 
middle-income families 
earning an adjusted gross 
income between $73,000 
and $100,000 annually.   

“Extending the MASS-
Grant deadline puts higher 
education within reach for 
more students and families 
in our Commonwealth at a 

moment when we should 
be doing everything in 
our power to make college 
accessible to every resi-
dent. I’m proud to live in 
a Commonwealth where 
education is a priority, 
and I applaud the Healey-
Driscoll Administration 
for extending this dead-
line and giving families 
more time to complete 
their FAFSA,” said Senate 
President Karen E. Spilka 
(D-Ashland).

“As a former public 
school teacher, I under-
stand firsthand the impor-
tance of ensuring equitable 
access to education,” said 
House Speaker Ronald J. 
Mariano (D-Quincy).  “I 
applaud the Healey-
Driscoll Administration 
for extending the state’s 
application deadline as it 
will be impactful for stu-
dents  most in need of fi-
nancial support to make 
college a reality.”

“I applaud the Healey-
Driscoll Administration’s 
action to ensure as many 
students as possible have 
the opportunity to com-
plete a FAFSA and to keep 
the doors to higher educa-
tion wide open to students 
regardless of their finan-
cial situation,” said Sena-
tor Jo Comerford (D-Am-
herst), Senate Chair of the 
Joint Committee on High-
er Education.

“The college applica-
tion process has always 
been a challenging time 
for students and their 
families, this year made 
more difficult by the 
new FAFSA form roll-
out,” said House Chair of 
the Joint Committee on 
Higher Education Dave 
Rogers (D-Cambridge). 
“I commend the Healey-
Driscoll Administration 
for extending the MASS-
Grant priority deadline 
and, more generally, for 
partnering with the House 
to expand access to higher 
education significantly.”

“We should be doing 
everything in our power to 
make applying to college 
and financial aid as acces-
sible and simple as pos-
sible,  said  State Senator 
Jason Lewis, Senate Chair 
of the Joint Committee on 
Education. “I am proud 
that the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration and the 
State Legislature have 
been allocating significant 
funding and resources to 
make public higher edu-
cation more accessible in 
Massachusetts. Extending 
the priority deadline for 
MASSGrant will allow 
more students to receive 
this financial support from 
the state to be able to at-
tend college.”

“I join with my col-

leagues in the House of 
Representatives as we wel-
come all tools available to 
aid students and their fam-
ilies to meet the challeng-
es of financial concerns 
and, more importantly, 
the great opportunities of 
higher education,”  said 
State Representative De-
nise Garlick, House Chair 
of the Joint Committee on 
Education.

How to complete the 
FAFSA for students and 
their families  

• High school students 
are encouraged to inquire 
with their school coun-
selor about applying for 
financial aid and applying 
to college. Additional re-
sources are available for 
students looking for assis-
tance completing the FAF-
SA, including the below 
contacts:   

• MassEdCO  serves 
students who are low-in-
come and first-generation 
to college. Students can 
find local assistance with 
college access by enter-
ing their zip code on the 
MassEdCO website: Mas-
sachusetts Education & 
Career Opportunities, Inc. 
(MassEdCo). 

• Watch the “FAFSA 
How to” videos.

• FAFSA Day Massa-
chusetts: fafsaday@gmail.
com   

• The Massachusetts 
Educational Financing 
Authority (MEFA): (800) 
449-MEFA (6332), col-
legeplanning@mefa.org   

• The Department of 
Higher Education’s Of-
fice of Student Financial 
Assistance (OSFA): (617) 
391-6070, osfa@osfa.
mass.edu   

Students are encour-
aged to attend an upcom-
ing free, virtual FAFSA 
Day MA event, where they 
can receive personalized 
help from a financial aid 
professional. DHE recom-
mends these three steps to 
students and families:  

1. Create an FSA ID. At 
least a week before attend-
ing a FAFSA completion 
event, create your Federal 
Student Aid (FSA) ID if 
you don’t have one. This 
ID allows you to log in 
and complete a FAFSA. It 
takes a few days for your 
account to be activated, so 
please start this process a 
week in advance of trying 
to complete your FAFSA. 
For instructions on creat-
ing the FSA ID, visit stu-
dentaid.gov. If applicable, 
have your Social Security 
number ready.   

2. Sign up for a FAFSA 
completion event. Sign up 
for a virtual, free FAFSA 
Day MA event on April 
30 or May 13 by follow-
ing this link. You can look 

for similar events on the 
Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Elementary and 
Secondary Education’s 
(DESE) website.  Anoth-
er option is to ask your 
school counselor if there 
are any upcoming FAFSA 
completion events in your 
community.   

3. Gather your docu-
ments. Visit this link for 
a list of documents you 
should have with you 
when you complete the 
FAFSA. You do NOT 
need to submit these items 
to the federal government, 
but you may need the in-
formation on them.  

“Extending the deadline 
of the MASSGrant finan-
cial aid program by the 
DHE is another example of 
how the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration is putting 
the Commonwealth’s stu-
dents first,” said John D. 
Keenan, President of Sa-
lem State University and 
Chair of the State Univer-
sity Council of Presidents. 
“With FAFSA delays, this 
has been a challenging 
year for all students but 
particularly for those that 
attend state universities as 
so many of them are first 
generation to college. The 
MASSGrant extension 
will provide families with 
a clearer picture of how 
they can obtain their bach-
elor’s degree, a dream 
within reach for many.”

“I applaud the Healey-
Driscoll Administration 
for allowing Massachu-
setts college-bound stu-
dents and families more 
time to complete the FAF-
SA and to qualify for the 
MASSGrant program,” 
said UMass President 
Marty Meehan. “Our goal 
is to ensure that qualified 
students can leverage ev-
ery bit of financial aid that 
is available to them, and 
this extension will help re-
alize that. In a similar spir-
it, UMass campuses have 
also extended their deposit 
deadlines for entering stu-
dents.”

“Given the challenging 
rollout of FAFSA, any and 
all support and addition-
al time we can provide to 
students and families in 
the Commonwealth is cru-
cial,” said Rob McCarron, 
president and CEO of the 
Association of Indepen-
dent Colleges and Univer-
sities in Massachusetts. 
“Attending and graduating 
from a college or universi-
ty can bring life-changing 
opportunities, and state 
financial aid programs, 
such as MassGrant, pro-
vides much-needed sup-
port, making financial aid 
critical for all deserving 
students.”
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Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Slabine, Michael	 Beri, Sandip         	 100-102 Princeton St         	 $1,135,000  

Hur, Jae Y	 Lolastar LLC	 294 Princeton St                      $2,030,000  

Zinno Jr, John A	 Macleod, Brittany       	 299 Maverick St #2        	 $689,000  

Loney, Christopher    	 Amoropus Construction LL	 362 Meridian St #1       	 $749,999  

Baker, Adrian	 490 Bennington Street LL	 490 Bennington St #2         	 $749,000  

Jennings, Courtney E    	 490 Bennington Street LL	 490 Bennington St #7     	 $774,000  

Healey-Driscoll Administration extends State Financial Aid Priority deadline to July 1

Planned closure of Sumner Tunnel this summer reduced to one month
Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts 
Department of Transpor-
tation (MassDOT) is an-
nouncing the schedule for 
the upcoming full closure 
of the Sumner Tunnel as 
its multi-restoration proj-
ect continues. What was 
originally scheduled as a 
two-month 24/7 closure 
similar to last year has 
now been significantly re-
duced. The tunnel

 will be closed for work 
on Friday, July 5 and is ex-
pected to be reopened no 
later than Monday, August 
5. There will be additional 
weekend closures both be-
fore and after this month-
long closure.  

The closure is the next 
phase of a project that 
began in April of 2022 
and includes work on the 
tunnel ceiling, roadway, 
walls, lighting, and ad-
ditional improvements  

which will increase safe-
ty and climate resilien-
cy. The project is a $160 
million investment in the 
Commonwealth’s infra-
structure.    

Last summer’s work 
focused primarily on re-
placing and rehabilitating 
the ceiling of the tunnel as 
well as work on the walls, 
light fixtures, conduit, and 
wiring. The upcoming  
work will primarily be on 
the road deck and associ-
ated elements.  

“This is a vitally im-
portant infrastructure 
project that will ensure 
the Sumner Tunnel re-
mains safe and structural-
ly sound for generations,” 
said Transportation Sec-
retary and CEO Monica 
Tibbits-Nutt. “We want to 
thank the people of Mas-
sachusetts and especially 
East Boston residents for 
their patience as we get 
closer to completing this 

very important work.”    
Drivers are encouraged 

to use public transit and 
will have many discount-
ed or free public transpor-
tation options during the 
full closure of the Sumner 
Tunnel Restoration

 Project. This year’s 
full closure will mirror, in 
many ways, the successful 
offerings of 2023, provid-
ing travelers with a range 
of services:  

Free MBTA Blue Line 
rides: Riders can enjoy 
convenient travel.  

Free and reduced cost 
MBTA water ferry op-
tions: Riders can take ad-
vantage of alternative wa-
ter transportation at no or 
minimal cost.  

Reduced MBTA Com-
muter Rail fares on the 
Newburyport-Rockport 
line: Save on your com-
mute during the closure.   

Fare-free service for 
customers boarding key 

Chelsea bus routes, in-
cluding the Silver Line 3.  

Discounted parking at 
select MBTA and Com-
muter Rail lots and garag-
es: Park at reduced rate 
while the closure is in ef-
fect.  

On the RIDE, trips that 
begin and end within ¾ 
of a mile of the MBTA 
modes that are free will 
also be free from July 5 to 
August 5.  

Discounted tolls for 
Resident Discount Pro-
gram participants: Benefit 
from lower tolls if you’re 
enrolled in the program.   

Additional options 
for travelers to and from 
Logan Airport: Stay in-
formed about alternative 
transportation choices for 
airport travel.   

“As MassDOT and the 
Highway Division tackles 
critical infrastructure proj-
ects like the Sumner Tun-
nel Restoration Project, 

the importance of a multi-
modal transportation sys-
tem is front and center,” 
said General Manager 
Phillip Eng. “I’m proud of 
the MBTA workforce for 
what we were able to do 
last year during the tunnel 
closure and we are ready 
to support our partners at 
MassDOT again. With en-
hanced ferry service and  
the Blue Line now oper-
ating at full speed, along 
with our other modes, we 
are pleased to welcome all 
that choose to use mass 
transportation. Thank you 
to our riders for continu-
ing to utilize the MBTA 
as we encourage motorists 
to leave the driving to us 
again  this year during the 
tunnel closure and even 
after it reopens.” 

The full schedule of re-
maining weekend closures 
can be found on our proj-
ect website.  

Weekend closures will 

take place from 11:00 p.m. 
on Friday until 5:00 a.m. 
on the following Monday. 
Weekend closures will not 
take place during holiday 
weekends.  

“It is a credit to the 
work and engineering of 
our MassDOT colleagues 
and the contractor that 
we’re able to significantly 
cut the extended closure in 
half for this summer.”

 said State Highway Ad-
ministrator Jonathan Gul-
liver. “Our ultimate goal 
remains for the Sumner 
Tunnel to remain safe 
and in service for years to 
come.”    

Additional information 
can be found on mass.gov/
sumner-tunnel.    

For MBTA service in-
formation, please visit: 
www.mbta.com. 
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Wu to attend climate summit at the Vatican to showcase 
Boston’s leadership on climate action to global audience

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu to-
day shared the events she 
will participate in while 
attending a climate summit 
at the Vatican, hosted by 
Pope Francis, “From Cli-
mate Crisis to Climate Re-
silience.” Mayor Wu will 
give remarks for a discus-
sion called “Governance, 
Energy,” as part of Vatican 
Summit Session VII - Best 
Practice in Governance 
and co-chair a discussion 
called Session XI - Financ-
ing Resiliency. As a partic-
ipant at the summit, Mayor 
Wu will showcase Boston 
as a champion on climate 
action, while learning from 
other global leaders about 
best practices. A key part of 
Boston’s Green New Deal 
is ensuring that the City’s 
work supports the climate, 
livability and opportunity 
of Boston’s neighborhoods 
for residents, taking action 
to address environmen-
tal protection while also 
enhancing public health, 
housing affordability, bet-
ter public transit options, 
and access to green jobs.

While in Italy, she will 
also meet with the Mayor of 
Rome and visit towns with 
ties to Boston’s heritage 
and that of her own family. 
The Mayor will visit Sul-
mona, a town with strong 
ties through immigration 
to Boston’s North End; and 
attend a commemorative 
event in Coreno Ausonio, 
where her children will see 
the hometown that their 
great great-grandparents 
emigrated from. Two stu-
dents from Boston Public 
Schools’ BCLA-McCor-
mack will also be attend-
ing the Vatican summit. 
They will be two of eight 
young people from around 

the world to participate in 
Session XII - Voices of the 
Youth. 

“As the climate crisis 
takes on growing urgency 
across the globe, commu-
nities must come together 
to take collective action 
for a safer, brighter fu-
ture,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “Boston is proof of 
what’s possible for cities 
tackling the climate crisis 
while creating green jobs 
and healthier communities. 
I’m honored to represent 
Boston at this important 
convening led by Pope 
Francis, and look forward 
to shining a spotlight on 
our community’s work and 
also bringing home solu-
tions from innovative cities 
around the world.”

Mayor Wu is champi-
on of climate action for 
Boston. The City’s leader-
ship has delivered results 
through growing its Pow-
erCorps green jobs pro-
gram and Boston’s Com-
munity Choice Electricity 
program, transitioning to 
electric school buses and 
vehicles, decarbonizing 
existing buildings and 
adopting green building 
standards for new con-
struction, launching net-
worked geothermal energy 
in public housing, enhanc-
ing Boston’s green spaces 
and building green infra-
structure to protect against 
flooding, bolstering elec-
tric vehicle infrastructure, 
and aggressively fighting 
for federal funding. Mayor 
Wu has set an ambitious 
agenda.

Mayor Wu’s commit-
ment to climate action ad-
vances sustainability, resil-
ience, and environmental 
justice. Last month, May-
or Wu shared her FY25 

Budget which included 
groundbreaking invest-
ments in climate action and 
adaptation. These invest-
ments range from new per-
sonnel investments, such 
as a park administrator and 
six new maintenance staff 
to maintain Franklin Park, 
to transformative Capital 
investments, such as a new 
$75 million City fund that 
leverages State and Feder-
al climate resilience grants. 
Under Mayor Wu’s leader-
ship, the City will enhance 
climate resilience across 
Boston to prepare for cli-

mate change while sup-
porting the lives of Boston 
residents.

The international con-
ference is organized by 
the Pontifical Academy of 
Sciences and the Pontifical 
Academy of Social Scienc-
es under the leadership of 
UMass Boston Chancellor 
Marcelo Suárez-Orozco 
and Ram Ramanathan, 
Distinguished Research 
Professor at UC San Di-
ego and climate solutions 
scholar at Cornell Univer-
sity. Pope Francis will pre-
side over the summit.

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts 
House of Representatives 
passed a bill that includes 
$200 million for the state’s 
Chapter 90 program, 
which provides municipal-
ities with a funding source 
for transportation-related 
improvements, including 
road and bridge repairs, 
as well as $175 million 
for specific programs. The 
bill also appropriates $25 
million for the rural roads 
program established in last 
year’s Chapter 90 legisla-
tion, which provides fund-
ing to rural communities 
in addition to the standard 
Chapter 90 distribution.

“Providing funding for 
critical infrastructure proj-
ects through investments 
in the Commonwealth’s 
public transportation, 
roads, and bridges is one 
of the most important re-
sponsibilities that we have 
as members of the Legis-
lature,” said House Speak-
er Ronald J. Mariano 
(D-Quincy). “I’m proud 
of the support for region-
al infrastructure that this 
legislation provides, and 
of the funding that it allo-
cates for the purchasing of 
electric vehicles by transit 
authorities. I want to thank 
Chairman Straus and my 
colleagues in the House, 
for prioritizing this vital 

legislation.”
“Through this bill, the 

House provides cities and 
towns funding to maintain 
bridges and roads while 
advancing transportation 
accessibility and electric 
vehicle acquisition,” said 
Representative Adrian 
Madaro (D-East Boston). 
“I look forward to seeing 
the City of Boston use 
these dollars to address 
our transportation net-
work.”

This legislation au-
thorizes $150 million in 
programs that will sup-
port various transporta-
tion-related projects. This 
includes $25 million for 
each of the following:

• Municipal Pavement 
Program, which focuses 
on the improvement of 
municipally owned state 
numbered routes

• Municipal Small 
Bridge Program, which 
provides financial support 
to cities and towns for 
small bridge replacement, 
preservation, and rehabili-
tation projects

• Complete Streets 
Funding Program, which 
provides technical assis-
tance and construction 
funding to municipalities 
for streets that provide 
safe and accessible op-
tions for all travel modes 
such as walking, biking, 
transit, and vehicles

• Municipal Bus En-
hancement Program, 
which provides grant 
funding to towns to build 
out infrastructure relat-
ed to mass transit by bus, 
such as bus shelters, curb 
reconfiguration, bus lanes, 
and signal prioritization

• Mass Transit Access 
Grant Program, which 
provides grants to munic-
ipalities for design and 
construction for improve-
ments to access commuter 
rail stations or other mass 
transit stations, such as 
parking lots, drop-off and 

pick-up zones, bike stor-
age infrastructure, and 
electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure

• Municipal/RTA EV 
Grant Program, which 
provides grants to Re-
gional Transit Authorities 
and municipalities for the 
purchase of electric vehi-
cles and related charging 
equipment

Having passed the 
House of Representatives 
155-0, the bill now goes 
to the Senate for their con-
sideration.

DEADLINES: For classified line ads, 
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m.
___________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588.

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

THINK OF 
IT AS AN 
OWNER’S 
MANUAL

FOR YOUR
 MONEY.

The free Consumer Action 
Handbook. In print and online
at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s
the everyday guide to getting
the most for your hard-
earned money. For your 
free copy, order online at
ConsumerAction.gov; write
to Handbook, Pueblo, CO
81009; or call toll-free
1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

EVERETT-Personal Care Assistant need-
ed - Mornings 8am-2pm or evenings 
3pm-7pm.
Hablo Español. Call Susan 617-389-
6190
-----------

PCA NEEDED

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

2 col. x 3 inch
$360.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING ROOFING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLASTERING
AUGUSTA 

PLASTERING
Interior/Exterior

• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING
RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES

Mowing - Weeding
Trimming: Bushes Shrubs

Everywhere in Front & Back Yard
New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work

Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Delco Utilities, Inc.

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICES

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140ISMA CERTIFIED  FULLY INSURED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MA #E32101

oB st ts oe nB

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

oB st ts oe nB

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

oB st ts oe nB

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

Chimney Repairs
Gutters

Carpentry
Roof Repairs
Replacement

Painting • Siding
Foundations

617-377-0527
Call for a FREE Estimate!

CLEANING 
SERVICES CONTRACTOR

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

Massachusetts House passes bill authorizing Chapter 90 funding

YARD
SALES

Ads run Revere Journal - Chelsea Record  
Winthrop Sun Transcript - Lynn Journal

East Boston Times Free Press
Everett Independent - Charlestown Patriot Bridge

WINTHROP

 

120 CIRCUIT RD.

9AM — 2PM
NO EARLY BIRDS 

CASH AND CARRY
ALL SALES FINAL

25 WORDS 
FOR ONLY

$5000

Must be paid in advance 
Cash - Credit Card - Money Order

Call (781) 485-0588 
Deadline : Monday, 12 noon

DATE
MAY 18TH

RAIN DATE 
MAY 19TH
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As electric vehicles 
(EV) enter our road-
ways, the National Fire 
Protection Association® 
(NFPA®) has introduced a 
series of free resources, 

guidelines, and informa-
tion to help raise aware-
ness about EV fires and 
safe EV charging practices 
at home.

According to the Inter-

national Energy Agency, 
global sales of electric 
vehicles exceeded 10 
million in 2022 and are 
expected to grow in the 
coming years. At the same 
time, consumer concerns 
about the fire safety risk of 
EVs are increasing. Lithi-
um-ion batteries, the most 
widely used and reliable 
source of energy for elec-
tric vehicles, are central to 
questions about safety.    

“It is widely known 
that electric vehicles pro-
vide environmental and 
cost-effective benefits,” 
said Lorraine Carli, vice 
president of Outreach 
and Advocacy at NFPA. 
“However, as fires involv-
ing EVs are reported in 
the news, concerns about 
the risks they pose persist. 
Through advocacy efforts 

that highlight our new on-
line resources and infor-
mation, NFPA is working 
to better educate the public 
about the risks associated 
with EVs and other devic-
es that use lithium-ion bat-
teries, along with ways to 
use them safely.”

The new online resourc-
es from NFPA feature 
more detailed information 
about lithium-ion batter-
ies, EV maintenance, and 
what tips consumers can 
follow to stay safe when 
charging their electric ve-
hicle at home. Resources 
for safety educators and 
consumers, including a 
safety tip sheet and so-
cial media cards, are all 
free and downloadable. 
A free training course is 
also available to the public 
that helps address some of 

the common concerns and 
myths about owning an 
electrical vehicle, includ-
ing safety features, charge 
types, and battery life.

NFPA recommends 
these tips when charging 
electric vehicles at home 
to help prevent fires:

• Before charging an 
electric vehicle at home, 
have a qualified electri-
cian check your electrical 
system to see if it can han-
dle charging.

• Install charging equip-
ment in safe locations. 
Keep away from busy ar-
eas and things that could 
catch fire. 

• Use devices that are 
listed by a qualified testing 
laboratory. 

• Read and follow all 
manufacturer directions.  

• Check chargers and 

cords for damage before 
using. Never use if dam-
aged. 

• Do not use more than 
one plug or extension 
cords with the charger. 

• Keep charging items 
out of reach of children 
and animals when not in 
use. 

• Cover charging station 
outlet to keep water out. 

Learn more about elec-
tric vehicle fire safety, find 
training information, and 
download the free safe-
ty tip sheet at nfpa.org/
evsafetyinfo.

Information on the safe 
use of smaller devices 
that use lithium-ion bat-
teries such as computers, 
smart phones, e-bikes and 
e-scooters, can be found at 
nfpa.org/lithiumionsafety 
and nfpa.org/ebikes.

Fresh and Local

Breeding reality check
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

A recent social media 
post anthropomorphized 
several dogs, explaining 
what they were bred to do 
and how hard it is to live 
in a world without that 
work. It ends with a plea 
that people do a breed 
reality check before they 
buy or adopt a dog. 

Responsible Selection
Read about the breed’s 

history or the predominant 
breeds for a canine with a 
generous gene pool. We 
still turn to our ancient 
copy of “The Roger Caras 
Dog Book” when some-
one asks about a breed. 

In addition to an ex-
pert narrative about each 
breed, Caras rates each 
from one to ten for three 
key factors: the amount of 
coat care and exercise re-
quired and the suitability 
for apartment life. Consid-
er those aspects of living 
with the dog you think you 
want.

When you see one of 

your favored breeds in the 
wild, start a conversation 
with the guardian and ask 
about the best and worst 
aspects of living with 
their dog. What they find a 
problem, like the need for 
lots of exercise, may be 
perfect for you. Or, some-
thing they think is worth 
the time and money, such 
as regular professional 
grooming or the cost of 
feeding a large canine, 
may not fit your budget. 
Dog professionals like 
dog walkers and groomers 
can be good sources of in-
formation, and a veterinar-
ian can tell you about the 
health problems associat-
ed with the breed.

A rescue group is an-
other excellent source of 
the information you need 
to make a sound decision. 
We would ask those ​​guard-
ians why the dogs they re-
home were surrendered. In 
the case of the West High-
land White Terrier rescues 
we’ve fostered and placed, 
there have been problems 
with children (who can 

bring out the dog’s prey 
instinct,) allergy issues, 
and not understanding that 
these are not necessarily 
lap dogs but were bred to 
be very independent and 
hunt vermin.

From the Dog’s Point 
of View

In the post, the beagle 
explained that his work 
was to howl and bark to 
lead hunters to their prey, 
but today, when he does 
that, he is wrong and 
doesn’t understand why. 
Caras warns, “A beagle 
loves a good howling ses-
sion and may tend to do a 
solo when left alone.” 

The Jack Russel Terrier 
explained that he is not a 
quiet living room dog. He 
was meant to hunt vermin 
(some larger than he is) 
and is tired of being scold-
ed for the high energy his 
work requires. This breed 
suffered from media ex-
posure when Moose, an 
incredibly well-trained 
canine actor, played Ed-
die on the sitcom Frasier. 

Wikipedia points out that 
Moose’s original owners 
surrendered him because 
he was too hard to handle. 
“He could not be house 
trained; he chewed every-
thing; he dug and barked a 
lot; and he was constant-
ly escaping and climbing 
trees.”

The Labrador Retriev-
er reminds us she was 
not meant to sit around 
the house and get fat. She 

wants to run, dive into 
the water, and bring back 
a duck or a floating toy. 
Karas rates the Lab as 
a ten out of ten with the 
need for exercise and finds 
it suitable for apartment 
life only if given a lot of 
exercise and occasional 
retrieving work.

The post ended with a 
dog’s plea to think care-
fully before choosing a 
dog: “I’m a dog from the 

21st century, yes, but deep 
inside me, the one who 
fought, the one who hunt-
ed, the one who pulled 
sleds, the one who guided 
and protected a herd still 
lives within.” 

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

While Westies may look cute and cuddly, they are actually very independent, intelligent, 
and strong-willed. For many, a Bichon Frise is a better choice.

STATE REP. ADRIAN MADARO HOSTS CAMPAIGN RECEPTION
State Rep. Adrian 

Madaro hosted a cam-
paign fundraiser at Carrie 
Nation on Beacon Street, 
Boston.

A large crowd of col-
leagues in state govern-
ment, supporters, and 
friends packed the func-
tion room for the recep-
tion. Among the attendees 
was Rep. Madaro’s wife, 
attorney Ariel Madaro, 
whom he met while both 
were undergraduate stu-
dents at prestigious Tufts 
University where they re-
ceived their degrees.

Also a graduate of 
Suffolk University Law 
School, Adrian Madaro 
represents the entire East 
Boston neighborhood in 

House Ways and Means Committee Chair 
Aaron Michlewitz and Rep. Adrian Madaro 
are pictured at the campaign reception.

Rep. Adrian Madaro and his wife, Ariel 
Glantz Madaro.

Frank Magaletta, Rep. Adrian Madaro, and Hung Goon.

Rep. Adrian Madaro welcomes Kate Alicante (left) and Dan-
na Mauch to his campaign reception at Carrie Nation.

Former state senator Joseph Boncore (left) was among the guests attending the campaign 
reception for Rep. Adrian Madaro.

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...
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the Mass. House of Repre-
sentatives. He is the chair-

person of the Joint Com-
mittee on Mental Health, 

Substance Use, and Re-
covery. 

NFPA announces guidelines about safe electrical vehicle charging at home


