
By Adam Swift

The future of Frank-
lin Park, one of Boston’s 
open space and recre-
ational jewels, took center 
stage at Mayor Michelle 
Wu’s State of the City ad-
dress at MGM Music Hall 
last week.

Wu also highlighted 
new initiatives to house 
families, expand home-
ownership, and plan for 
a green and growing city 
during her second annu-
al address. She outlined 
partnerships with employ-
ers, higher education, and 
cultural institutions she 
said will transform public 
schools and BPS athletics 
and expand opportunities 

for students and families 
from pre-K to college, in-
cluding summer jobs and 
unprecedented access to 

By Adam Swift

The development team 
working with the city in 
the public-private part-
nership to renovate White 
Stadium in Franklin Park 
continues to look at ad-
justments to its plans in 
response to community 
concerns.

Boston Unity Soccer 
Partners have a public-pri-
vate partnership with the 
city of Boston and Boston 
Public Schools to renovate 
White Stadium to bring 
a professional women’s 
soccer team to Boston in 
2026.

Under the agreement 
with the city, Boston Uni-
ty will redevelop the west 
grandstands and create 
a public area called the 
Grove just outside the en-

trance of the stadium. The 
city would be responsible 
for the redevelopment of 
the east grandstands as 
well as the field itself.

Boston Unity would 
have full use of the sta-
dium for about 20 game 
days from May through 
November, while the up-
dated stadium would be 
open for use by the city, 
school sports and other ac-
tivities, and possible com-
munity events the rest of 
the year.

An online information-
al meeting was held last 
week as part of the city’s 
Article 80 online review 
process. If the permitting 
and review process goes 
according to schedule, 
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FLOODING IN EAST BOSTON

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Representatives from 
the Boston Harbor Ship-
yard & Marina (BHSM) 
joined the Jeffries Point 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion’s (JPNA) monthly 
meeting last week to dis-
cuss its investment plan, 
which would bring mean-
ingful upgrades to the site 
for the first time since the 
1940s. 

Last week’s meeting 
marks the third time folks 
from BHSM have come 
before the JPNA to discuss 

the investment plan, which 
has origins dating back to 
2018 when Ocean Havens 
purchased the property. 

As part of the project, 
BHSM plans on making 
an abundance of improve-
ments, whether that be to 
infrastructure, the marina, 
or bike and pedestrian ac-
cess. Moreover, there are 
plans to construct a con-
tainer village and more. 

To see these plans 
in-depth, you can vis-
it BHSM’s website — 

Mary Corso, a board member of the Harbor Keepers 
and leader of its kayaking program, went out during the 
Jan. 12-13 storm and took photos of the flooding im-

pacts on various areas of East Boston. Approximately 
1.4 inches of rain fell at Logan Airport and East Boston 
during the storm that also had strong winds.

Flooding at Piers Park.

High water behind Shaw’s.Flooding around Belle Isle Marsh.

LoPresti Park flooding.

MARY CORSO PHOTOS Boston Harbor 
Shipyard & Marina 
returns to JPNA

Plans continue to evolve for 
White Stadium renovation

Wu highlights initiatives in 
State of the City address

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO 
BY JOHN WILCOX

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
delivers her State of the 
City address at the MGM 
Music Hall last week.

See JPNA Page 2

The 54th Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 54th annual  Breakfast was held at the Boston Convention Center. The event 
celebrated MLK’s mission of peace, justice, and righteousness.

 CITY HOLDS REV. MLK ANNUAL BREAKFAST

The assembly stands and applauds the performance of Lift Every Voice And Sing. See Page 3 for more photos.
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GOVE STREET 
CITIZENS 
ASSOCIATION 
MEETING AGENDA

Gove Street Citizens 
Association agenda for 
Monday, January 22, 
meeting, at 6:30 PM

Agenda:
Community Updates
Updates from BPD 

(Sgt. Cintolo)
Updates from City Hall 

(Mela Villa Gomez)
Eastie Farm: Youth 

green job opportunity as 
well as our Community 
Shared Agriculture pro-
gram (shares of weekly 
fresh produce)

New Project
240 Maverick Street: 

Erect addition and change 
occupancy to a four unit 

residential dwelling
Project Updates
VOTE 12 Geneva 

Street: Erect a four (4) sto-
ry, four (4) unit residential 
dwelling with a roof deck 
exclusive to unit 4

GSCA Community 
Meeting - January 2024

Monday, January 22 · 
6:30 – 8:00pm

Time zone: America/
New_York

Google Meet joining 
info

Video call link: https://
meet.google.com/gir-
enev-rip

Or dial: (US) +1 484-
841-4910 PIN: 782 428 
444#

More phone numbers: 
https://tel.meet/gir-enev-
rip?pin=8498271285735

Our next community 

meeting after the January 
meeting will be on Mon-
day, February 26, 2024.

OHNC MEETING 
RESCHEDULED

Orient Heights Neigh-
borhood Council Jan. 16 

meeting has been canceled 
due to the weather. 

All projects and presen-
tations will be rescheduled 
to the next meeting which 
will be on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 20, due to the Pres-
idents’ Day Holiday. 

https://www.bhsmarina.
com/investment-plan — 
which has a page dedicat-
ed to the proposal. 

“All of us who live and 
work around Boston Har-
bor see the growth of wa-
ter transportation. In ad-
dition to that, folks we’re 
going to see, and we’re 
seeing it right, off-shore, 
the windfarm industry, 
and all these vessels need 
to have a location where 
they can be hauled, re-
paired, and put back into 
the harbor, and that does 
not exist in Boston Harbor 
today,” said Ann Lagasse, 
a Principal of Ocean Ha-
vens, describing why the 
investment plan is hap-
pening.

“What this site does — 
the Boston Harbor Ship-
yard and Marina DPA — 
is a designated port area 
to support the working 
waterfront, and that’s what 
we’re trying to do; that’s 
what this is all about. That 
we create a setting by re-
pairing piers, by buying 
travel lifts, by building 
marine sheds to repair 
these vessels,” she added. 

Following Lagasse’s re-
marks, BHSM’s General 
Manager Marshall Green-
land presented to those 
in attendance and went 
through several aspects of 
the project. 

First, Greenland spoke 
about vehicle and pedestri-
an safety, which he called 
an “important point” for 
the shipyard. 

Specifically, he walked 
through a slide that 
showed future site circula-
tion and spoke about “in-
creased pedestrian areas” 
and the continued focus 
on truck access and safety. 

He then went on to 
speak about parking needs 
and improvements. Green-
land spoke about upgrad-
ing the entry gates on both 
sides of Marginal Street 
and redesigning the mari-

na lot’s parking layout. 
Greenland also ex-

plained that parking avail-
ability will increase due 
to infrastructure improve-
ments in parking areas. 

The dimensions for 
the four new buildings 
slated to be constructed 
as part of the plan were 
also discussed. Building 
one is planned as a travel 
lift and shipyard mainte-
nance shop, building two 
is proposed to have shop 
and office space, building 
three will also have space 
for shops and offices along 
with a community room 
while building four will be 
a vessel maintenance and 
repair shed according to 
BHSM’s website. 

Building one is slated 
to be 100 feet long, 40 
feet wide, and 30 feet tall. 
Building two is planned 
to be 100 feet long, 50 
feet wide, and 35 feet tall. 
Building three will be 182 
feet long, 51 feet wide, 
and 35 feet tall. Finally, 
building four is designed 
to be 225 feet long, 125 
feet wide, and 65 feet tall. 

Greenland expanded on 
the dimensions for build-
ing four, the largest of the 
proposed buildings, and 
said, “These dimensions 
are necessary due to the 
work and the size of the 
vessels that we’ll be put-
ting in this shed.” 

Additionally, he went 
through the previous de-
sign iterations of build-
ing four and how it has 
progressed in terms of 
its proximity to Marginal 
Street and height. Specifi-
cally, the building is now 
set back from Marginal 
Street and has decreased 
in height by 30 feet. 

Moreover, Greenland 
went through a sight study 
for building four from dif-
ferent Marginal and Web-
ster Streets areas. 

Lastly, Greenland high-
lighted some other aspects 

that he did not expand 
on as he mentioned they 
are still early on in the 
process. Some of these 
aspects were a shadow 
study, traffic study, miti-
gation plans for things like 
dust and noise, and more. 

As for upcoming sched-
uled plans, Greenland ex-
plained that this year and 
going into 2025, permit-
ting and site work would 
be done. 

Following the presen-
tation, the representatives 
from BHSM took many 
questions and requests 
from the JPNA. 

Notably, the JPNA 
Board has requested that 
BHSM enter into a Trans-
portation Plan Action 
Agreement with the Bos-
ton Transportation De-
partment, citing traffic and 
safety issues on Orleans 
and Marginal Streets. 

Though Lagasse did not 
commit to the request, she 
indicated that they would 
get back to the JPNA 
about it. 

The approval process 
for the project was brought 
up and was addressed by 
Jamie Fay, Permitting 
Consultant, for the invest-
ment plan. 

Fay explained that a list 
of required permits for the 
project is being put togeth-
er. He also explained that 
“most of the shipyard” is 
subject to review from 
the Boston Conservation 
Commission. 

Moreover, Fay spoke 
about other entities that 
would potentially review 
the project, such as Mass-
port (Massachusetts Port 
Authority), the shipyard 
landlord. 

Regarding safety, some-
one had asked if the ship-
yard had an emergency 
action plan in case of an 
industrial accident. 

“Any site like ours does 
have emergency plans for 
any type of emergency, 

whether it’s fire or weath-
er or anything like that. 
That’s something that we 
keep, it’s something that, 
you know, that we review 
and update,” said Green-
land. 

There was also a request 
to expand the sight line 
studies to include build-
ings one through three, 
which Greenland seemed 
to be amendable about and 
would discuss with the 
project architects. 

Truck traffic was also 
a big discussion point 
during the question and 
answer portion of the 
meeting. BHSM has not 
conducted a formal traffic 
study, per Greenland. 

However, he said, “We 
understand that trucks do 
get lost time to time. It’s 
kind of the nature of it, 
whether it’s these apps or 
whatever else that they’re 
using, but we’re continu-
ing to work to minimize 
those lost vehicles because 
it’s an impact to the com-
munity, it’s also an impact 
to us and the businesses in 
the shipyard.” 

As the meeting contin-
ued, several other topics 
were discussed, such as 
potential grant applica-
tions, resiliency, construc-
tion and environmental 
impacts, and much more. 

If you would like to 
view the entire presen-
tation and question and 
answer session concern-
ing the BHSM invest-
ment plan, you can visit 
ht tps: / /www.youtube.
com/watch?v=rNgLN-
qsZwQo&ab_channel=-
JeffriesPointNeighbor-
hoodAssociation. 

The JPNA is slated to 
meet again on February 
12th, and in the coming 
months, representatives 
from BHSM will return to 
the association. 
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“TO THE SHORES 
OF TRIPOLI...”

The ongoing attacks against international shipping in 
the Red Sea by the former terrorist organization known 
as the Houthis, who presently are the ruling group in 
Yemen, are “illegal, unacceptable, and profoundly de-
stabilizing,” in the words of the dozen nations who 
coalesced with the United States to launch a series of 
attacks against Houthi missile sites in Yemen last week.

The Houthis, who also have fired long-range rockets 
toward Israel and U.S. naval forces in the Red Sea, as-
sert that their actions are in support of Hamas, the ter-
rorists responsible for the slaughter, rape, and kidnap-
ping of more than 1400 Israeli citizens on October 7.

Clearly, the Houthi attacks are part of an overall strat-
egy by Iran, which has supplied weapons and funds for 
decades to the Houthis, Hamas, and Hezbollah, to cause 
as much death and destruction to Israel and its allies, 
with the stated goal of wiping Israel off the face of the 
map and killing every Jew they can find.

Some, both here and abroad, have criticized the Unit-
ed States and its allies for bombing the Houthi missile 
sites because it might lead to a widening of the ongoing 
war in the Middle East and draw the United States into 
the middle of the fight.

However, critics of U.S. policy are deluding them-
selves if they think that America somehow can remain 
above the fray, especially now that the Houthis are 
threatening the free flow of global commerce. U.S. his-
tory is instructive in this regard. In the 18th and early 
19th centuries, what was then known as the Barbary 
coast nations of the Mediterranean -- present-day Mo-
rocco, Libya, Algeria, and Tunis -- plundered interna-
tional shipping and enslaved thousands of their cap-
tives, including U.S. ships and citizens.

The United States Navy was established to respond to 
the blatant acts of nation-state piracy, culminating with 
an attack by the U.S. Marines, who burned the city of 
Tripoli in 1805 -- hence the phrase in the opening line 
of the Marine Corps anthem, “From the halls of Monte-
zuma to the shores of Tripoli.”

We realize that the circumstances between 1805 and 
today are vastly different, but the principle remains the 
same. More significantly, we must recognize that the 
world is being destabilized by an Axis of Evil consist-
ing of Iran, Russia, and China. We cannot afford to bury 
our heads in the sand and pretend that they do not pose 
a threat to the Free World. 

We must deal with the Houthis and their terrorist 
brethren to the full extent that we are able to do so. Any-
thing less only will encourage them to go further.

WITH NO. KOREA NOW 
INVOLVED, AID TO UKRAINE 

IS NEEDED ASAP

The delay in providing much-needed military aid to 
Ukraine by a minority of Republican members of Con-
gress these past few months has been nothing less than 
unconscionable. 

But now that No. Korea has intervened by giving 
Vladimir Putin an estimated one million artillery shells 
(which comes on top of military drones being supplied 
to Putin by Iran), the need for the U.S. to resume sup-
plying Ukraine with the arms to resist Putin’s aggres-
sion has become urgent.

It is not a coincidence that Russia’s war in Ukraine 
is being supported by China, Iran, and No. Korea, all 
of which are despotic countries whose stated goal is to 
destroy democratic nations across the globe. With No. 
Korea sending weapons to Russia, there can be no doubt 
that Putin will be supplying Kim Jong Un with the tech-
nology to develop long-range missiles that will threaten 
the United States and our allies with a nuclear attack.

The U.S. must stop playing nice with Putin and pro-
vide Ukraine with as much of our arsenal as is needed 
to destroy the Russian army as soon as possible. The 
longer that No. Korea remains a player in this conflict, 
the worse it will be for the entire world.

News Briefs

JPNA //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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The 54th Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 54th an-
nual  Breakfast was held 
at the Boston Convention 
Center. The event cele-
brated MLK’s mission of 
peace, justice, and righ-
teousness.

 CITY OFFICIALS HOLD REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. ANNUAL BREAKFAST

Mariah Diaz Perez receives an MLK Middle School Art 
Award. 

Yaribel Marcelino Romero of Madison Park 
Technical Vocational High School is present-
ed with a $2500 MLK Scholarship Award 
from US Representative Ayanna Pressley 
and Séanne Denny Putnam Investments.

Cyrielle Marsh receives an MLK Middle 
School Art Award.

Roxbury Community College student Juan 
D Lopez is presented with a $1500 Allied 
Health Scholarship by US Representative 
Ayanna Pressley and the Hon Justin A Petty 
of St Cyprian’s Episcopal Church.

Roxbury Community College student Hawa 
Jalloh is presented with a $1500 Allied 
Health Scholarship by US Representative 
Ayanna Pressley and the Hon Justin A Petty 
of St Cyprian’s Episcopal Church.

Abdulhaleef Sotunbo of John D O’Bryant 
School of Mathematics and Science is pre-
sented with a $2500 MLK Scholarship Award 
from US Representative Ayanna Pressley 
and Séanne Denny Putnam Investments.

 Hasina Whittaker of John D O’Bryant 
School of Mathematics and Science is 
presented with a $2500 MLK Scholarship 
Award from US Representative Ayanna 
Pressley and Séanne Denny Putnam 
Investments.

Massachusetts Governor 
Maura Healey speaks.

US Representative Ayanna 
Pressley speaks of Martin 
Luther King Jr: “the love 
letter he sent to future 
generations is embodied 
in the young people we 
salute today.”

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
speaks “When it comes to 
democracy, the world looks 
to Boston.”

The Drum Major Award is given to those who have gone 
above and beyond for justice, peace, and righteousness. 
This year’s recipients are, sharing an award, the Rev Richard 
Richardson and his wife Justina Richardson, founders of 
Children’s Services of Roxbury with fellow recipient Greg 
Almeida, founder and CEO of Global View Communications 
with Boston Mayor Michelle Wu. 

 US Senator Ed Markey with Jessica Tantin, Vikki Spruill, and 
Ferris Batie of the NE Aquarium.

Boston Latin Academy instructor Matt Heriveaux, US Sena-
tor Ed Markey, and Massachusetts State Rep Jeffrey Turco. 

MLK Breakfast Keynote 
Speaker Dr Khalil Gibran 
Muhammad, professor 
at the Harvard Kennedy 
School, addresses the 
assembly. 

 The Benediction was given 
by Bishop Peggy A Johnson 
of the United Methodist 
Church. 

US Senator Ed Markey 
speaks. 

Massachusetts State Rep 
Attorney General Andrea 
Campbell.

Matt Heriveaux and Seanne 
Denny.

Massachusetts State Rep John Moran, Boston City Council President Ruthzee Louijeune, Massachusetts State Senator Liz 
Miranda, a guest, Massachusetts Lt Governor Kim Driscoll, Attorney General Andrea Campbell, Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, 
Dr Khalil Gibran Muhammad, US Representative Ayanna Pressley, Massachusetts Governor Maura Healey, and Reverend 
Dr Jay Williams.

Members of the Greater Boston Association Of Black Social Workers.

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
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demolition for the project 
could begin in the spring.

The development team 
from Boston Unity pro-

vided updates to a previ-
ous version of the plan, 
including the removal of 
two smaller buildings and 

changes to the transporta-
tion plan.

Morgan McDaniel, 
the city’s Deputy Chief 

of Operations, addressed 
some concerns she has 
heard about the upgrades 
to the 10,000 seat stadium, 
which originally opened 
in the 1940s.

“I’ve been hearing 
some concerns from com-
munity groups that the 
Boston Public Schools 
students will not be able to 
use the stadium, and that 
is absolutely untrue,” said 
McDaniel. “This is an in-
vestment so students and 
community members can 
have a beautiful facility 
they can take advantage 
of.”

McDaniel said the city 
is working closely with 
the Boston Unity develop-
ment team to coordinate 
the design of the two por-
tions of the project.

McDaniel also noted 
that the city has heard a lot 
of concerns and requests 
for restrictions on parking 
in the nearby neighbor-
hoods on game days and 
the need for game day 
parking restrictions and 
enforcement. McDaniel 
added that there has also 
been a lot of people ad-
vocating for a residential 
parking program in the 
Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, 
and Dorchester neigh-
borhoods, and that there 
would be a continuing 
public process to study 
that issue.

Jennifer Epstein, one 
of the principals of Bos-
ton Unity Soccer, said 
her team envisions a part-
nership with the city, the 
Boston Public Schools, 
Franklin Park, and the 
neighborhoods that pro-
vides increased amenities 
in the park, new jobs fo-
cused on the local com-
munity, and significant 
improvements for stu-
dents.

Tamara Roy of Stantech 
Architects said there have 
been several changes to 

the design plans since they 
were last presented in No-
vember. 

The East Pavilion 
building was removed to 
save some trees near the 
tennis courts, and a small-
er North Crescent building 
was also removed from 
the plans.

The Boston Unity por-
tion of the project also 
calls for new locker rooms 
and athletic training facil-
ities, a new scoreboard, 
and improved lighting and 
fencing.

The Grove area at the 
south of the building will 
provide a 62,500-square-
foot outside area for pre- 
and post-game activities, 
as well as community cel-
ebrations and events, ac-
cording to Roy.

Roy said the goal is to 
make the project as sus-
tainable and resilient as 
possible, with no green-
house gasses produced.

Brian Beisel, the trans-
portation consultant for 
the project said the main 
takeaways from the trans-
portation plan are that 
there will be no parking 
onsite, and that there will 
be satellite parking areas 
with shuttle service for 
people who do want to 
drive to the games and not 
use public transportation.

The latest update to the 
transportation plan also 
includes a specified area 
outside of Franklin Park 
for rideshare vehicles such 
as Ubers and Lyfts, Beisel 
said.

In addition, the Seaver 
Street exit will remain 
closed as part of the plan, 
addressing concerns that 
have been raised by resi-
dents during the planning 
process, he added.

Even with the updates 
to the transportation plan, 
there were still some resi-
dents at last week’s meet-
ing who raised concerns 

about traffic and parking 
in the area.

“In general, I am in 
agreement with everyone 
saying this is going to be 
a wonderful stadium, but 
not in Franklin Park,” said 
Marti Glynn, the president 
of the Dorchester Civic 
Association.

Even with the shuttle 
services offsite, Glynn 
said there will still be a 
heavy influx of vehicle 
traffic into the neighbor-
hoods around the stadium 
on game days.

Glynn also questioned 
the feasibility of expand-
ing the residential parking 
programs into Dorches-
ter and the surrounding 
neighborhoods.

“As I understand it, 
there is not enough staff 
to enforce the districts that 
currently have it, much 
less to expand it to areas 
such as Dorchester,” said 
Glynn.

Annie Weatherwax also 
raised concerns about in-
creased traffic.

“Traffic in the neigh-
borhood is terrible, and it 
is dangerous for pedestri-
ans,” Weatherwax said.

Louis Elison, who is 
on the Impact Adviso-
ry Group for the project, 
thanked the development 
team for making some 
of the changes to address 
concerns that have been 
raised during the process.

“I feel like everyone 
wants this to work, and we 
love the thoughtful, holis-
tic approach to this,” said 
District 7 City Councilor 
Tania Anderson.

Anderson said she 
would push for the city 
and its transportation plan 
to keep looking at a full-
time residential parking 
plan for the neighbor-
hoods in her district and 
near the stadium.

A stronger 
community 
starts with 

high-quality 
care.  

www.ebnhc.org
617-569-5800

The East Boston Holiday Lighting committee would like to 

thank the following for the financial support and 

commitment to making East Boston shine during 

Christmas and New Year. Within three months our group 

rallied up and raised money to complete the project in 

such a short time. 

The money raised helped pay to decorate Maverick, 

Central, Day and Orient Heights Squares. Our first year 

proved to be successful yet as always with anything new 

we discovered a few challenges which we quickly 

resolved with the help of the City of Boston and 

Evermore Electric. 

We especially would like to thank State Representative 

Adrian Madaro who quickly jumped on board and made 

things happen to ensure our community was beautifully 

decorated, welcoming to all and full of holiday cheer. 

Gratitude to the East Boston Foundation for their 

generous grant of $10,000. We thank groups such as the 

East Boston Chamber of Commerce and East Boston Main 

Streets for their efforts and partnership and for the 

businesses in our community who decorated their 

storefronts. 

We also reached out to Massport and MassDot and 

appreciate them, for doing their part to add to holiday 

festivities. Special Acknowledgement to Cappuccio 

Construction and Cora Operations Inc for taking on the 

wreath portion of the project by purchasing and 

installing 50 beautiful wreaths throughout our squares. 

Big thank you to those who purchased raffles and to Jet 

Blue for donating round trip tickets and Joe Ruggiero 

who donated Boston Celtics tickets. We look forward to 

your support and partnership next year as we ramp up 

our efforts in 2024.

Sincerely, 

Lisa Capogreco- Cappuccio

John Casamassima,

Co-Chairs

THANK YOU

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS 
AND ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED!

F O R H E L P I N G U S M A K E E A S T I E F E S T I V E !

A d r i a n  M a d a r o

Doug Barlow, Lisa Cappuccio and 
Ignacia Ventura, Burger King 

Restaurant Manager and employee 
for over 15 years.

Neffo Cappuccio, owner of 
Cappuccio Construction and John 

Zirpolo of Cora Operations Inc. 
generously purchased and 

installed 50 Christmas wreaths in 
our business districts. 

Committee: Jamie Baldanza, Mary Berninger, Lisa Cappuccio, John 
Casamassima, Shirley Fabbo (East Boston Chamber of Commerce), Kathleen 

Hardaway, Fatima Litim, Miguel Vargas (East Boston Main Streets)

JES Enterprises
JetBlue 
JM Mechanical 
Joe and Sandra Arangio
John Casamassima
Kathleen Orlando Nealon
Lombardo's Company
M.P. Tax and Financial Services
Manzi Personal Property Appraisers
Marianna Cincinato
Marina Galbiati
Marisa DiPietro
McDonalds
Meg Grady
Memory of Nick and Maria DiLibero
Mike Ross
Mivan Spencer
Park Shuttle n Fly
Pat and Maria Capogreco
Pazza on Porter
Persac Group
Red Gate
Rincon Limeno
Rino's
Roberta Marchi
Rockland Trust
Ruggiero Memorial Homes
Sal Lamattina
Santarpios
Sharpe Venture Group
Spinellis
State Representative Adrian Madaro
YMCA

Allison DiBiasio 
Angelo's Auto Body
Anthony Voto
Attorney Richard Lynds
Barbara Bernabei
Berninger Family
Boston City Councilor Erin Murphy
Boston City Councilor Michael Flaherty 
Bulgroup
Burger King (Maverick Square)
Buttiglieri Family
Carney Family
Celeste Ribiero Hewitt
Century 21 Mario Real Estate
Christine Mazzarella Doherty
Citizens Bank
Cloud 9 Laundramutt
Continental Cleaners
Continental Ventures
Crush Pizza
DiNunzio Family
East Boston CDC
East Boston Chamber of Commerce
East Boston Foundation
East Boston Neighborhood Health Center
East Boston Social Centers
Eastern Bank
Eddie Devau
Elevated Realty 
Fatima Litim
Felicia Puopolo
Giovanna Galbiati
Happy Valley
HYM

White Stadium //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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SportsSports
EAST BOSTON BOYS BASKETBALL IN HOOP ACTION AGAINST O’BRYANT

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, JANUARY 18TH THROUGH SUNDAY JANUARY 24 2024

Smithfield Domestic Ham ............................. $4.99/lb
Margherita Boneless Prosciutto .............. $12.99/lb
Kretschmar Rotisserie Chicken Breast ..... $8.99/lb
Margherita Hot Cappicola .............................$6.99/lb
Swiss Lorraine Cheese ................................... $9.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, Jan. 19th through Sunday, Jan. 21st

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh & Juicy Lemons ............................................. 69¢ 
Fresh & Tangy Limes ............................................... 69¢ 
Crisp Green Cabbage .........................................69¢/lb 
Sweet & Juicy Cantaloupe ............................2/$5.00
Fresh & Tasty Pint Grape Tomatoes ...............$2.99 
California Fresh Romaine Hearts  3 pk ...........$2.99

BAKERY
Our Own M&M Cookies ........................................$2.49 
Montreal Asst. Fudge 9 piece .......................... $4.99 

DELI
Hans Kissle Red Bliss Potato Salad ............$4.99/lb 
Hans Kissle Cheese Tortellini Salad............$7.99 /lb

PRODUCE
Fresh & Sweet Red Seedless Grapes ........ $2.69/lb
White Potatoes 5lb Bag ................................2/$5.00

MEAT
Boneless Chicken Breast ............................. $2.69/lb 
Best Yet Raw Shrimp 26-30ct  .......................$5.99 

GROCERY
Dunkin K-Cups .......................................................$5.99
Friendly's Ice Cream .............................................$3.99
Tropicana Orange Juice 52oz.  ..................... 2/$7.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Chicken Leg Quarters ...................................... .89¢/lb
Boneless Skinless Chicken Thighs ..............$2.99/lb
Beef Bottom Round Roast .......................... $4.99/lb
Beef Bottom Round Stew Meat ................. $4.99/lb
Marinated Pork Loin ............................................ $7.99 
Simply Mashed Potatoes ............................. 2/$7.00

Folgers Ground Coffee ........................................$3.99
Xtra Laundry Detergent ............................... 2/$5.00
Barilla Pasta ....................................................4/$5.00

(ex: gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready)
Prego Pasta Sauce .........................................2/$4.00
Betty Crocker Helpers ...................................4/$5.00
Campbell's Soups ............................................4/$5.00
Keebler Cookies ...............................................2/$7.00
Swiss Miss Cocoa .......................................... 2/$5.00
Best Yet Bread Crumbs .................................4/$5.00
Boston Market Dinners ................................ 2/$5.00
Coles Mini Garlic Bread .................................2/$4.00
Planet Oat Milk  52 oz ..................................2/$4.00
Best Yet Soft Cream Cheese Tub ...............2/$4.00

Bakery
Assorted Sliced Pound Cakes ............................ $5.99 
Dere Street Scones  3 pk .............................. 2/$9.00
Cinnamon Rolls  6 pk ............................................$4.99

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

Coming off a huge win 
over St. Mary’s Wednes-
day, the East Boston Jets 
won their fifth straight 
and boosted their record 
over .500 to 5-4 with a 
54-48 win over O’Bryant 
Friday night at East Bos-
ton High School.  The Jets 
trailed by 11 points after 

one quarter, then turned 
things around to take a 
1-point lead into half-
time.  The offense cooled 
off, though, in the third 
quarter at O’Bryant re-
gained the lead and led by 
5, 43-38 after three.   But 
the Jets defense dominat-
ed the final quarter, hold-

ing O’Bryant to just five 
points while Jets Christian 
Sanders and Javon Wise 
Normil took control of the 
offense to seal the victory.   
Christian Sanders poured 
in game-high 18 points 
while Wise added 14.

 SLAM BAM:  Javon Wise Normil dunks the ball over an O’Bryant defender as Jet teammate 
Caleb Florence shouts his approval.

 UNDISTRACTED:  Javon Wise Normil pays no attention to the yell of an O’Bryant defender 
on his way to the basket.

ON THE MOVE:  Draggo Tejeda Feliz looks for some open 
space in the East Boston offensive end.

 EASTIE RUNS ON DUNKIN’: 
Christian Sanders emphat-
ically scores two of his 18 
points on this dunk.

A SURE ASSIST:  Caleb Florence (12) avoids the O’Bryant forward defense and passes to 
Christian Sanders, who promptly laid the ball in for a pair of Eastie points.

ROCK THE HOUSE:  East Boston fans cranked up the volume as they cheered the Jets to 
their fifth straight win.

 SHOWING THE WAY:  Coach Tyrone Figueroa shouts direc-
tions from the sideline during East Boston’s 54-48 win over 
O’Bryant.  After an 0-4 start, Figueroa and the Jets have 
found cruising altitude with five straight wins.

 WAITING FOR GRAVITY:  Robin Cartegena pauses as a Dan-
vers defender leaps, then went to the basket for a layup at 
the buzzer that gave East Boston a 29-28 halftime lead.

LONG REACH:  Caleb Florence tries for a steal at midcourt.

PLEASE VISIT 

EASTIETIMES.COM
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Mayor Michelle Wu 
recently signed a pub-
lic tree protection ordi-
nance, a key recommen-
dation stemming from the 
City’s Urban Forest Plan. 
The Urban Forest Plan, 
released in September 
2022, outlines strategies 
to preserve, cultivate, and 
expand the city’s urban 
forest. A tree protection 
ordinance is a critical ac-
tion item in preserving 
existing canopy cover. 
Mayor Wu’s enactment of 
the public tree protection 
ordinance underscores the 

City’s dedication to envi-
ronmental justice, public 
health, and community re-
siliency. The City Council 
passed the ordinance on 
December 13, 2023.

“The signing of the 
public tree protection ordi-
nance is a testament to our 
shared goal of building 
a city that prioritizes en-
vironmental stewardship 
and community well-be-
ing,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “In taking this step, 
we’re not only preserving 
our urban forest but also 
shaping a brighter, more 

sustainable future for all 
residents.”

The Urban Forest Plan 
recommended changes in 
municipal code to protect 
mature trees and enhance 
the urban forest. By adopt-
ing a phased approach to 
tree protection regulations, 
focusing on public trees 
first, the City aims to lead 
by example before engag-
ing with the community to 
extend regulations to trees 
on private property. 

“As the department re-
sponsible for managing 
the implementation of the 

Urban Forest Plan, we rec-
ognize the importance of 
addressing trees on both 
publicly- and private-
ly-owned land,” said Com-
missioner Ryan Woods of 
the Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department. “Fos-
tering a thriving urban for-
est that reflects the diverse 
needs of all stakeholders is 
a top priority.”

The recently signed 
ordinance establishes 
comprehensive regula-
tions to preserve trees on 
City-owned parks, school 
grounds, libraries, and 
public housing, aligning 
with Boston’s commit-
ment to protecting and en-
hancing green infrastruc-
ture. Construction projects 
on City-owned land will 
now require a survey of 
all trees on the site with a 
trunk three inches in diam-
eter or wider. Furthermore, 
healthy trees can only be 
trimmed or removed with 
adequate notice and a 
public hearing, ensuring 
community involvement 
in decisions impacting the 
urban forest.

The new ordinance will 
also improve the manage-
ment of public street trees 
in Boston. It expands and 
clarifies the rules for the 
removal of healthy street 
trees, ensuring that they 
are replaced with trees of 
equivalent size and spe-
cies in the same neigh-
borhood. The City’s Tree 
Warden will be responsi-
ble for replacements, ad-
vancing the Urban Forest 
Plan’s objective of achiev-
ing equitable distribution 
of tree canopy. Closing the 
tree canopy gap among 
neighborhoods is crucial 
for mitigating the impact 
of urban heat islands, im-
proving air quality for all 
residents, and accelerating 
the Green New Deal for 
Boston.

“Healthy trees play an 
important role in enhanc-
ing the health and quali-
ty-of-life of residents in 
Boston, as the City deals 
with climate change, more 
frequent heat waves, and 
extreme weather events,” 
said Councilor Liz 
Breadon, a co-sponsor of 
the ordinance. “This ordi-
nance will protect existing 
trees, create more public 
awareness of the benefits 
of healthy trees, and help 
support urban forests in 

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Joseph Giuliotti
Retired reporter, East Boston’s first Pop 

Warner Football Coach and member of the 
Massachusetts Hockey Hall of Fame

Joseph A. (Joe) Giuliot-
ti, a dogged newspaper 
reporter and coach who 
built a national reputation 
for his work covering the 
Boston Red Sox yet nev-
er forgot his East  Boston 
roots, died peacefully at 
his Revere home on Fri-
day, January 12, surround-
ed by his family.  He was 
89 years old. 

Born and raised amid 
modest surroundings in 
blue-collar East Boston, 
Joe graduated  Boston 
College High School and 
attended both Boston Col-
lege and Boston Universi-
ty before landing a job at 
the Boston Evening Amer-
ican (which later became 
the Boston  Herald after a 
series of mergers.) 

He worked his way up 
from answering phones 
and fetching coffee to cov-
ering the city crime beat, 
which carried obvious 
weight during the  1960’s 
Boston Irish Gang 
War.  But Joe always was 
drawn to sports, and in 
1970 transferred to what is 
often referred to in the in-
dustry as “the toy depart-
ment.” Too bad Joe never 
got that memo. He treated 
his new  assignments as 
seriously as he would a 
police investigation, with 
the same fierce  determi-
nation to report the story 
accurately and fairly, The 
same qualities he carried 
into his work in sports. He 
started in local colleges, 
then switched briefly to 
the Boston Bruins,  where 
he covered both Bobby 
Orr and Don Cherry be-
fore settling in as longtime 
Boston Red Sox beat writ-
er. 

Dealing with pro ath-
letes has its challenges, 
but Joe treated them as 
he would a kid from  the 
neighborhood. He might 
have covered numerous 
World Series games and 
iconic Red Sox moments, 
but there would be no hero 
worshipping. Players per-
formed, and Joe  reported 
it. That was it. This earned 
him enormous respect 
with both players, team 
officials and colleagues. 

As charismatic as Joe 
could be when you put a 
microphone in his hand, he 
preferred to shun the spot-
light. Nothing made him 
more angry than when he 
was recognized by the em-
cee at an event such as a 
youth hockey banquet. 
“I’m just a regular parent, 
the same as everyone else 
here,” he’d growl. 

Fittingly, it was youth 
hockey coaching that 
emerged as Joe’s true pas-
sion. In 1990, while  still 

working for the Herald, 
he began a side hustle 
coaching youth and high 
school hockey,  something 
he focused more on once 
he retired from the Herald 
in 1999. 

He wound up  coach-
ing at East Boston High 
School and Shawsheen 
Valley Regional Tech 
until 2016.  That expe-
rience, along with his 
earlier college hockey 
reporting, earned Joe a 
2018  induction into the 
Massachusetts Hockey 
Hall of Fame. Joe’s youth 
coaching actually start-
ed much earlier, when 
he coached tag football 
starting in  1973. In 1978 
he became East Boston’s 
first Pop Warner foot-
ball coach.  Helping kids 
be their best on and off 
the field was something 
Joe often called the best 
times of his life. 

Born May 2, 1934, Joe 
was the loving son of the 
late Adolph Giuliotti and 
Mary (Kane)  Giuliotti of 
East Boston; devoted hus-
band of Anne (Nee) Gi-
uliotti of Revere, formerly 
of Ireland, to whom he was 
married for 64 wonderful 
years; father of Ed Giuliot-
ti of Nashville, Tenn., J.P. 
Giuliotti, husband of Jade 
Lin, of Winthrop and John 
Giuliotti, husband of  Vir-
ginia (Sullivan) Giuliotti, 
of Reading; grandfather 
of Jack Giuliotti, Charlie 
Giuliotti and Sam Giuliot-
ti, all of Reading; brother 
of the late Mary Giuliotti, 
Dan Giuliotti, Andy  Gi-
uliotti and Ann Giuliotti; 
and uncle of several nieces 
and nephews. 

Family and friends will 
honor Joe’s life at Rug-
giero Family Memorial 
Home,  971 Saratoga  St., 
East Boston, from 4 to 7 
p.m. today, Wednesday 
and again on Thursday. A 
Funeral Mass will be cel-
ebrated at  10 a.m. Friday 
at St. Lazarus Church, 59 
Ashley Street, East Bos-
ton. Burial will  be  held 
immediately after at Holy 
Cross Cemetery in Mal-
den. For more information 
or to leave an online con-
dolence, please visit www.
ruggieromh.com

2022 ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS 
& PLANNING REPORT (ESPR)

INFORMATION SESSION
Massport will host a hybrid information session 

(in-person & virtually) to provide an update on the 
2022 Logan ESPR.  The topics that will be discussed 

include: ground transportation, activity 
levels/forecasting, aircraft noise, air quality, regional 

transportation, sustainability and resiliency, and 
airport planning. This information session will be 

streamed in English and Spanish. 

The hybrid information session will take place:

Wednesday, January 17, 2024 at 6:00 P.M.
Cathy Leonard-McLean Community Room

Logan Airport Rental Car Center*
15 Transportation Way
East Boston, MA 02128

To access the meeting link and for more information, 
please visit:

https://www.massport.com/logan-airport/about-logan/
environmental-reports/

*The Rental Car Center is accessible via the MBTA Blue
Line Airport Station by way of Massport’s On-Airport

Shuttle (Route 22, 33 and 55).

East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC)  announced the 
appointment of healthcare 
veteran Evonne Yang, 
MPH, MSW as the Assis-
tance Vice President of In-
tegration and Operational 
Excellence, availing addi-
tional operational leader-
ship to the health center’s 
executive team.

“We’re excited to wel-
come Evonne to our team,” 
said EBNHC Chief Oper-
ating Officer Ryan Boxill. 
“Her leadership brings ad-
ditional perspective, skills 
and experience in driving 
innovation and navigat-
ing complex challenges, 
particularly around behav-
ioral health integration. 
This new role will foster 
a culture of collaboration 
and shared accountability 
across our health system’s 
diverse functions and pro-
cesses. Evonne will bring 
additional capacity to 
successfully realize our 
strategic goals in a rapidly 
changing healthcare envi-
ronment.”

In her new role, Yang 
will contribute to the or-
ganization’s growth and 
adaptability as EBNHC 
navigates complex chal-

lenges facing healthcare. 
She will oversee the inte-
gration of large scale and 
interdisciplinary strategic 
initiatives as well as pro-
vide tactical support on 
clinical and operational 
initiatives.

“I am honored to join 
such a caring team here at 
EBNHC in what I feel is 
a pivotal role,” said Yang. 
“Having spent a number 
of years in healthcare, I 
am eager to contribute 
my experience and pas-
sion to advance this great 
organization’s mission to 
provide high quality care 
to everyone who walks 
through our doors. I look 
forward to having a posi-
tive impact with the team 
here at EBNHC and the 

community it serves.”
Prior to joining EBN-

HC, Yang served as Direc-
tor of Behavioral Health 
at Boston Medical Center 
(BMC) Health System, 
where she was responsible 
for leading and executing 
on behavioral health op-
erations, quality perfor-
mance, and strategic ini-
tiatives across the health 
system. In this role, she 
worked closely with BMC 
Hospital departments, 
BMC’s WellSense Health 
Plan, and BMC’s Boston 
Accountable Care Orga-
nization (BACO) part-
ners. Her previous work 
includes leading popula-
tion health initiatives in 
both primary and special-
ty care clinics at BMC, as 
well as expanding BMC’s 
Integrated Behavioral 
Health service where she 
improved overall perfor-
mance and clinical in-
tegration across service 
lines.

Yang holds masters’ de-
grees in both public health 
and social work from Bos-
ton University. She com-
pleted her undergraduate 
degree in psychology at 
Stanford University.

East Boston Neigh-

borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC) is one of the 
nation’s largest Federally 
Qualified Health Centers 
(FQHCs) and the largest 
community-based prima-
ry care health system in 
Massachusetts, serving 
over 100,000 patients and 
recognized by the Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) 
as a Health Center Qual-
ity Leader. For more than 
50 years, EBNHC has 
offered access to com-
prehensive care for the 
underserved populations 
of Chelsea, East Boston, 
Revere, Winthrop, Everett 
and Boston’s South End. 
EBNHC is dedicated to 
promoting and sustain-
ing healthy communities, 
families, and individuals 
by providing accessible, 
person-centered, compas-
sionate, and high-quality 
health care services, in-
cluding primary care, 24/7 
emergency care, behav-
ioral health care, special-
ty care, and various other 
health and wellness pro-
grams, to all who live and 
work in our service area. 
For more information, vis-
it www.ebnhc.org

EBNHC appoints Yang as new Assistant Vice President

Evonne Yang, MPH, MSW

OBITUARIES

Wu signs public tree protection ordinance

See TREES Page 7
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Honoring Memories and traditions, one family at a time
139 years of continuous, faithful & trusted service in East Boston & Revere

❖
vazzafunerals.com | 262 Beach St. Revere, MA 02151

781-284-1127 | 781-284-7756

Beechwood Home for Funerals

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Trees //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

It is with heavy hearts 
that we announce the pass-
ing of our beloved brother 
Stephen Livingstone of 
Peabody who departed 
peacefully from this earth-
ly life on December 22nd 
at 69 years of age.

The loving son of the 
late Hartland and Angeli-
na (Beatrice) Livingstone, 
Stephen grew up in East 
Boston and was educated 
in Boston Public Schools. 

Stephen was a dedicat-
ed father to Stephen John 
and devoted brother of 
Charles, Elizabeth, Susan 
and Mark. He is also sur-
vived by loving nieces and 
nephews.

He will be remembered 

for his selflessness, un-
wavering love and com-
mitment to family. 

A donation in Stephen’s 
name to Spaulding Reha-
bilitation Hospital, 300 
First Avenue, Charles-
town, MA 02129 will be 
sincerely appreciated.

Stephen Livingstone 
Devoted father and beloved brother 

Rita Capuano
Talented seamstress and 
matriarch of her family

Rita Adeline (D’Ami-
co) Capuano passed away 
unexpectedly at Lahey 
Hospital in Burlington 
surrounded by her loving 
family on Thursday, Janu-
ary 11th. She was 86 years 
old.

Rita was born on July 
28, 1937 to the late Sabati-
no and Francesca (Restan-
te) D’Amico. She was 
the youngest in her fami-
ly and was raised in East 
Boston. She was educat-
ed in Boston schools and 
was a graduate of Fitton 
Girls High School, Class 
of 1955. 

Rita always possessed 
both a natural talent and 
passion for sewing. In 
her early years, she was 
a seamstress for the ever 
popular “House of Bian-
chi” in South Boston. She 
hand made many beautiful 
dresses for all occasions. 
Over the years she has 
made countless dresses for 
her entire family.

Rita married Antho-
ny “Monge” Capuano on 
September 25th, 1960. 
They remained in East 
Boston and started a fam-
ily of their own. She was 
a loving and devoted wife 
for 48 years until Anthony 
passed away in 2008. 

Rita was a proud moth-
er of her two sons, Mark 
and Christopher. Anthony, 
Rita, Mark and Christo-
pher eventually moved 
from East Boston and 
made the journey to Wilm-
ington, which has been 
home to Rita for the past 
52 years. However, her 
heart was still in East Bos-
ton, where her life began 
with all her family, friends 
and the wonderful memo-
ries that she treasured.

She was most happy 
cooking for her family 
and friends, playing bin-
go, taking trips to the ca-
sino and playing cards. 
Rita enjoyed hosting the 
holidays, birthday parties 
or any event that would 
bring the family all to-
gether under one roof. 
Rita was also a lover of 
books, particularly mys-
tery and romance novels. 
She would read constantly 
and found a great deal of 
pleasure immersing her-
self in whatever world her 

current book would take 
her that day. She was truly 
the Matriarch of her fami-
ly, and she was loved and 
cherished by every person 
who came to know her.

Rita is survived by her 
sons: Mark L. Capua-
no and his wife, Kim of 
Wilmington and Christo-
pher C. Capuano of Fort 
Mills, SC and his former 
wife, Patricia of Waxhaw, 
NC. She is the cherished 
grandmother of Krystle 
L. Quintal of San Diego, 
CA and Megan M. Quin-
tal of San Francisco, CA, 
Christina M. Capuano of 
Wilmington, Niccole M. 
Capuano of Peabody and 
Francesca S. Capuano 
of Waxhaw, NC. She is 
also lovingly survived by 
many nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces and grand-
nephews and was prede-
ceased by her siblings: 
Anthony, Louis, Sabatino, 
Arthur D’Amico, Mary 
Melillo, Josephine Crisa-
fulli, Francis Iannaccone, 
Connie Giangregorio and 
Eva Croft.

Family and friends are 
respectfully invited to at-
tend visiting hours on Fri-
day, January 19th from 3 
to 7 p.m. in the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza Beech-
wood Home for Funerals 
262 Beach ST., Revere. A 
Funeral Service will fol-
low the visiting hours in 
the funeral home. Inter-
ment will be held private-
ly.

To send online condo-
lences, please visit www.
vertucciosmithvazza.com. 
Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to the care and 
direction of the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals.

Frank Marino
He will be thought of, loved 
and forever remembered

Family and friends are 
respectfully invited to 
attend Visiting Hours to-
day, Wednesday, January 
17th from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:15 p.m. in the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals, 
262 Beach St., Revere for 
Frank M. Marino, who 
died on Saturday, January 
13th at the Spaulding Re-
habilitation center in Cam-
bridge following a battle 
with lung cancer. He was 
80 years old. A Funeral 
Mass will be celebrated in 
the Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, 133 Beach 

St., Revere at 1:30 p.m., 
followed by interment in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Ev-
erett.

Frank was born in Bos-
ton on July 28,1943 to the 
late Frank and Frances 
(Giaimo) Marino. Frank, 
along with his two broth-
ers, were proudly raised 
in Boston’s North End. 
He attended Boston Pub-
lic Schools and graduated 
from Charlestown High 
School, Class of 1961. 

Frank married the love 
of his life, Annette (Man-
iscalco) on February 14, 
1965. He and Annette set-
tled in East Boston and 
began their family togeth-
er. Frank spent his entire 
working career as a Crane 
Operator for Local Union 
#4, for over 50 years. He 
assisted in many of the 
large projects and build-
ings in the City of Bos-
ton. He was a hardwork-
ing man for his family to 
whom he was totally de-
voted. 

Frank was very present 
in his children’s lives and 
was their constant sup-
porter. 

He was also a friend 
to many as he had sever-
al circles of friends, par-
ticularly his “Friends of 
the North End Club,” his 
union friends, his coffee 
club friends, golf buddies, 
and many others. Frank 

was also a member of the 
Italian American Club in 
Medford.

Frank was also a very 
proud grandfather to his 
grandchildren, who he was 
always there for, and they 
made him very proud. He 
also stayed active by golf-
ing, going to the gym and 
playing bocce. Frank truly 
loved his family, and they 
all cherished him. Frank 
will be thought of, loved, 
and forever remembered.

He was the beloved hus-
band of almost 59 years to 
Annette (Maniscalco) Ma-
rino of Revere; loving fa-
ther of Monique Frate and 
her husband, Joseph “Joe” 
of Stoneham and Gary 
Marino and his fiancé, 

Michelle Mazza of 
Lynn; cherished grand-
father of Marisa Frate of 
Stoneham, Gianna Marino 
and Nicholas Marino, both 
of Lynnfield; treasured 
brother of Anthony Mari-
no of Middleton and the 
late Michael Marino. He is 
also lovingly survived by 
several nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces and grand-
nephews.

In lieu of flowers, re-
membrances may be made 
to the Spaulding Reha-
bilitation Center Devel-
opment Office, 300 First 
Avenue, Charlestown, MA 
02129. 	

To send online condo-
lences, please visit www.
vertucciosmithvazza.com. 
Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to the care and 
direction of the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals.

Evelyn Mottola
A beautiful woman who was loving, caring, fun, 

witty and always enjoyed having a good time 
and a good laugh

Family and friends at-
tended visiting hours on 
Monday, January 15th in 
the Vertuccio Smith & 
Vazza Beechwood Home 
for Funerals, 262 Beach 
St., Revere for Evelyn P. 
(Hardy) Mottola who died 
on Wednesday, January 10 
at the Hope Health Hos-
pice House in Providence, 
RI following a long ill-
ness, she had just celebrat-
ed her 79th birthday on 
January 2nd. Her funeral 
was  conducted from the 
funeral home on Tuesday, 
January 16th followed by 
a Funeral Mass in St. Jo-
seph Church, Medford. 
Interment immediately 
followed in Oak Grove 
Cemetery, Medford.

Evelyn was born in 
Medford to the late Francis 
A. Hardy and Mary Ellen 
(Tobin) Hardy. She was 
one of six children who 
were raised and educated 
in Somerville. Evelyn at-
tended parochial schools 
and graduated from St. 
Clements High School, 
Class of 1962. Evelyn was 
a loving mother and a de-
voted wife. She and her 
late husband lived in East 
Boston, where they shared 
many wonderful years to-
gether before moving to 
Taunton, to be closer to 
their daughter, Nannette. 

Evelyn loved her fam-
ily unconditionally and 
worried about them even 
more. She was a home-
body who enjoyed her cats 
and loved watching her 
game shows, “Lifetime 
movies” and playing bin-
go on her iPad. She would 
always watch the weather 
very closely to make sure 
if any of her family were 
driving or traveling some-
place, she would alert 
them of the travel con-
ditions. She’d end every 
conversation with “I love 
you, be careful.” She was 
a beautiful woman who 
was loving, caring, fun, 
witty and always enjoyed 
having a good time and a 

good laugh. She cherished 
her cats, as if they were her 
children, and pampered 
them greatly. Evelyn will 
be FOREVER remem-
bered by all who knew and 
loved her.

She was the beloved 
wife of 37 years to the late 
Robert V. Mottola; the lov-
ing mother to Nannette M. 
Johnson and her husband, 
Steven P. of Taunton, 
cherished grandmother to 
Dylan J. Mackey of Au-
burn, ME and great-grand-
mother to Landen Robert 
Mackey, dear sister to: 
Kathleen Tower and her 
husband, Harry of Stone-
ham, Francis “Frank” Har-
dy and his wife, Yvonne 
of Stoneham, the late John 
Hardy and his surviving 
wife, Elizabeth of Saugus, 
the late Paul Hardy and his 
surviving wife, Josephine 
of Salem and the late Mary 
Elizabeth Hardy. She is 
also lovingly survived by 
many nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces and grand-
nephews and her most pre-
cious feline companions, 
Rainey and the late Prince 
Skippy and Buffy.

In lieu of flowers, re-
membrances may be made 
to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place Memphis, TN 
38105. 	

To send online condo-
lences, please visit www.
vertucciosmithvazza.com. 

Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to the care and 
direction of the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals.

our diverse neighbor-
hoods.”

Since the September 
2022 release of the Urban 
Forest Plan, the Urban 
Forestry Division has 
implemented several rec-
ommended action items. 
In 2023, the division ex-
panded its workforce, 
responded to over 7,500 
requests through the 311 
system, pruned close to 
3,000 trees, treated 1,165 
ash trees to protect them 
against the invasive Em-
erald Ash Borer beetle, 
and secured an $11.4 
million grant from the 
U.S. Forest Service’s 
Urban and Community 
Forestry program. In the 
coming year, the division 
will leverage funding 

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
 Haddad, Imad	 50 Monouth St Rt     	 50 Monmouth St                 	 $785,000  
Mishra, Rich            	 93 Cowper LLC	 93 Cowper St #1               	 $615,000  
129-133 Trenton St LLC	 Anderson, Bruan W	 129 Trenton St             	 $900,000  
129-133 Trenton St LLC	 Trenton St Lp	 131-133 Trenton St             	 $1,100,000  
Silk, Kevin	 185 Marverick St LLC	 185 Maverick St #2        	 $595,000  
Madrid, Elvis A	 Lexington One Rt       	 208 Lexington St               	 $935,000  
Burns, Christopher	 Boston Bldg Company LLC	 323 Maverick St #2       	 $700,000  
Woodworth, Sara W      	 Boston Bldg Company LLC	 323 Maverick St #3             	 $1,100,000  
Troy, Barry           	 Boston Bldg Company LLC	 323 Maverick St #1             	 $679,000  
Arriaza, Jaime L	 Costigan Marion A Est   	 664-664R Bennington St        	 $790,000

and staffing investments 
to reduce response time 
for constituent requests, 

redouble maintenance ef-
forts to preserve existing 
canopy, and expand tree 

planting efforts by part-
nering with communi-
ty-based organizations.

To place a 
memoriam in 

the  
Times Free 

Press, 
please call 

781-485-0588
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The Healey-Driscoll 
administration is cele-
brating Northeastern Uni-
versity for winning  three 
federal grants  total-
ing  $6  million from the 

National Telecommuni-
cations and Information 
Administration’s (NTIA) 
Public Wireless Supply 
Chain Innovation Fund to 
support their Institute for 

the Wireless Internet of 
Things  (WIoT). The fed-
eral investments support-
ed by the Massachusetts 
Technology Collaborative, 
which provided $1.52 mil-
lion in capital grant fund-
ing from the Technology 
& Innovation Ecosystem 
Awards program managed 
by the Innovation Institute 
at MassTech. 

Altogether, these NTIA 
grants  – funded by the 
CHIPS and Science Act 
of 2022 – will help unlock 
innovation in testing and 
strengthening of the wire-
less supply chain across 
the nation, helping reduce 
costs, increase competi-
tion, and lower security 
risks for future mobile net-
working. 

“Massachusetts has a 
proud history of paving 
the next frontier of tele-
communications and is 
continuing this tradition 
through the initiative of 
our colleges and univer-
sities, who are staying on 
the cutting edge of mo-
bile tech,” said  Governor 
Maura Healey.  “We want 
to congratulate Northeast-
ern on their innovative 
approach to ensuring our 
communications are more 
secure, cost-effective, and 
will create the jobs of to-
morrow, and we thank the 
Biden-Harris administra-

tion for making this fund-
ing available.” 

“We’re a state filled 
with the best universi-
ties in the country,” said 
Lieutenant Governor 
Driscoll.  “This  support 
from the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration allows us to 
further empower our ac-
ademic institutions and 
students. By equipping 
them with the necessary 
tools, we aim to motivate 
them to reach exceptional 
heights in  technological 
innovation.”  

“For more than 50 years, 
U.S. universities have 
worked in partnership with 
government to advance 
the frontiers of science 
and maintain our global 
competitiveness,” said Jo-
seph E. Aoun, president of 
Northeastern University. 
“This federal investment 
in Northeastern’s wireless 
communications research 
– supplemented by the 
Healey-Driscoll admin-
istration’s vital support – 
will enable our scientists 
to develop break-through 
technologies that benefit 
our region, the nation and 
the world.” 

The three NTIA grants 
to Northeastern include: 

• August 8, 2023: A $2 
million award for the TE-
NORAN project, with 
partner Dell Technologies, 

NVIDIA,  an automated 
end-to-end energy-effi-
ciency profiling of Open 
RAN systems through 
high-fidelity standardized 
testing scenarios. 

• November 28, 2023: A 
$2 million award for Digi-
RAN project, with partner 
Dell Technologies,  fo-
cused on the interopera-
bility, security and perfor-
mance testing of an open 
RAN (radio access net-
work architecture) system. 

• January 10, 2024:  A 
$2 million award  for Au-
toRAN  project  with part-
ner Nvidia, which will 
research the automation 
of “end-to-end continu-
ous testing for open and 
disaggregated cellular sys-
tems.” 

“Northeastern’s  com-
mitment to build a more 
intelligent mobile net-
working infrastructure 
here in Massachusetts has 
the potential to increase 
competition and grow our 
economy,” said Secretary 
of Economic Develop-
ment Yvonne Hao. “We’re 
grateful for the support of 
the Biden Administration 
and the NTIA for enabling 
Northeastern University 
to pioneer technological 
advancements, break bar-
riers, build a hub for eco-
nomic development, and 
provide workforce oppor-

tunities for their student 
population.” 

“Through these invest-
ments, Northeastern will 
help advance the wire-
less networks that power 
our innovation economy, 
making them more agile, 
responsive, and secure,” 
said Pat Larkin, Director 
of the Innovation Insti-
tute at MassTech. “For 
our startups in the ad-
vanced wireless space, 
this new technology will 
expand their access to cut-
ting-edge technology and 
the world-class research-
ers at NU.” 

“We are grateful to 
President Biden, Secretary 
Raimondo and the NTIA 
for their decision, and 
congratulations to North-
eastern on this exciting 
award,” said Director of 
Federal Funds and Infra-
structure Quentin Palfrey. 
“We will continue lever-
aging Massachusetts’s 
strengths in technology 
and innovation as we 
compete for federal funds 
that strengthen our sup-
ply chains, while creating 
good-paying jobs and in-
vesting in our communi-
ties.” 

The investments will 
help Northeastern expand 
on the WIoT Institute infra-

See NORTHEASTERN Page 9

Fresh and Local

World central kitchen cookbook
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

The first recipe in José 
Andrés’ “World Central 
Kitchen Cookbook” is for 
the Fireman’s Chili that 
the World Central Kitch-
en (WCK) serves to those 
fighting wildfires. It is a 
great introduction to what 
this book is all about. The 
recipe is presented in two 
versions, one for 4 to 6 
people and one for 100 
people.

How to Scale a Recipe
Despite the hundreds of 

cookbooks in our library, 
we have seldom seen in-
structions on how to scale 
a recipe. Yes, in some cas-
es, you can double or halve 
it, and it will work out 
fine. However, this is not 
always the case, and the 
pantry chapter ends with 
tips on scaling a recipe. 
This is extremely useful 
whether you are making 
something from the book 
or scaling up your grand-
mother’s goulash recipe 
for a family reunion. 

Feeding People Is About 
More Than Food 

The recipes in the book 
were created to meet vital 
criteria that align with the 
core values of the organi-
zation: empathy, urgency, 
adaptation, hope, com-
munity, resilience, and 
joy. For the home cook, 
those values translate into 
learning how to make nu-
tritious, economical meals 
that are great as leftovers, 
that shed insight into oth-
er cultures, serve well 
for family or community 
gatherings, and bring joy 
to those you feed.

Topics
“Empathy” is the head-

ing for the chapter on 
braises and long-cooked 
food. It includes great 
classics like Beef Ren-
dang, Pork al Pastor, and 
a simple Stewed Chicken. 

“Urgency” provides 
ideas for food for people 
on the go. Unlike WCK, 
you may not be feeding 
first responders. However, 
you may have occasions 
when hand-held food like 

tacos, arepas, flatbreads, 
and sandwiches fit the bill.

The “Adaptation” chap-
ter talks about what you 
can make ahead and how 
to cook larger quantities 
using a sheet pan or make 
Arroz con Pollo in a large 
paella pan if that is what 
you have. WCK calls ad-
aptation “the ultimate un-
teachable skill.”  Over the 
years, we’ve learned the 
benefit of adaptability in 
the kitchen.

The section on “Hope” 
is filled with recipes for 
soups, stews, and other 
warming meals. Every 
culture has a version of a 
soup that brings relief and 
hope to those who need 
something to look forward 
to at that moment. The 
chapter on Joy includes 
sweets and dessert and the 
importance of moments of 
lightness in any stressful 
situation, 

“Community” contains 
recipes created by people 
from the food world who 
support WCK at every 
level. This includes people 

from the location being 
served and famous chefs 
who designed recipes for 
WCK to use. 

“Resilience” covers 
WCK’s efforts to support 
the local foodshed as a 
way to rebuild in a disas-
ter area. This is the same 
kind of help a home cook 
can give to their local food 
producers by shopping 
at farmers’ markets and 
choosing local options 

when at other sites.

To Wrap It Up
We’ll let José Andrés 

have the last word about 
his book. He wrote, “So I 
am here to encourage you 
to get motivated by this 
book, however, it inspires 
you. Whether it means 
you are cooking a meal for 
a neighbor in need, volun-
teering at your local food 
pantry, joining our Relief 

Team as we respond to a 
disaster somewhere in the 
world—or simply making 
dinner for your family and 
learning about where that 
dish came from.”

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

José Andrés’ World Central Kitchen Cookbook is more than a collection of recipes. It’s a 
manual that inspires home cooks to discover new ways to think about food.

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Executive Office 
of Veterans Services an-
nounces the selection  of 
Christine Baldini, LNHA, 
as the new Superintendent 
of the Massachusetts Vet-
erans Home at Chelsea. 
With over 25 years of dis-
tinguished service as a se-
nior nursing home leader 
in the Greater Boston area, 
Baldini’s selection  marks 
a significant milestone for 
the Massachusetts Veter-
ans Home at Chelsea.  

“Christine Baldini’s 
qualifications and dedi-
cation to high-quality se-
nior living care made her 
the ideal candidate,” said 
Secretary Jon Santiago. 
“I’m thankful for Robert 
Engell’s leadership during 
this transition marked by 
several milestones,  and 
I’m  confident that Chris-
tine’s leadership  will add 
to  the momentum while 
creating an  environment 
that fosters opportuni-
ty, growth, and world-

class excellence in long-
term care.” 

“I am honored to join 
the Chelsea Veterans 
Home as the Superinten-
dent,” expressed Christine 
Baldini. “My goal is to 
continue the legacy of ex-
ceptional care and support 
for our veterans, building 
on the foundation of ex-
cellence established by 
the Executive Office of 
Veterans Services. My ca-
reer has been dedicated to 
ensuring the well-being of 
those under my care, and I 
am eager to continue this 
mission with the veterans 
at Chelsea.” 

The newly constructed 
Veterans Home at Chelsea, 
a state-of-the-art  building 
with 154 private resident 
rooms, is designed with a 
strong focus on energy ef-
ficiency.  

In October, the Mas-
sachusetts Executive Of-
fice of Veterans Services 
proudly announced  that 
the Veterans Home at 

Chelsea (CHE) secured 
the Department of Public 
Health (DPH) Licensure 
and the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) Certification, 
officially designating it as 
a skilled nursing facility. 

These critical licen-
sures facilitated  the re-
location of the initial  20 
residents into the new 
veterans home. Soon after, 
the Veterans Home under-
went and passed its ini-
tial  State Veterans Home 
recognition survey by the 
US Department of Veter-
ans Affairs. The VA Rec-
ognition Survey, which 
determines  compliance 
with VA standards and ad-
herence to all applicable 
Federal, State, and local 
laws  and  relevant profes-
sional standards, is a criti-
cal component for the new 
facility to become fully 
operational and allows for 
federal reimbursement.  

“In the past 90 days, we 
have successfully navi-

gated licensure  and cer-
tification  by DPH,  CMS, 
and  recognition by the 
VA while complet-
ing construction and mov-
ing  in  our first group of 
veterans before previously 
expected timelines, which 
could have gone into 
2025,” said Robert Engell, 
Acting Superintendent of 
Homes  and Operations at 
the Executive Office of 
Veterans Services. “This 
remarkable achievement 
is a testament to our ded-
icated team’s commitment 
to providing exceptional 
care and support to our 
veterans at Chelsea.” 

“With her extensive ex-
perience and dedication 
to quality care, Christine 
Baldini is an invaluable 
addition to the Chelsea 
Veterans Home family,” 
stated Tommy Lyons, 
Chair of the Board of 
Trustees  of the Veterans 
Home at Chelsea.  “Her 
appointment signifies our 
ongoing commitment to 

elevate the standard of 
care for our veterans.” 

The Veterans Home 
at Chelsea is currently 
in the process of relocat-
ing  all residents into this 
cutting-edge  facility, with 
a target of moving all res-
idents into the new home 
by February 2024. 

As the former Direc-
tor of Continuing Care at 
Erickson Senior Living, 
Brooksby Village, Bal-
dini oversaw the daily 
operations of a 228-bed 
continuing care retire-
ment community (CCRC) 
with a team of over 200 
staff members. Her tenure 
was marked by consecu-
tive years of recognition 
for excellence, including 
a deficiency-free Annu-
al Health Care and Life 
Safety Survey in 2020 and 
2022 and a prestigious 
5-star Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) rating. Under 
her leadership, the facility 
received consistent acco-

lades, including recog-
nition as a U.S. News & 
World Report Best Nurs-
ing Home for five consec-
utive years. 

Christine Baldini holds 
a Bachelor of Science 
in Business Administra-
tion focusing on Health-
care Management from 
New Hampshire College, 
Manchester, NH. She is 
licensed by the Board of 
Registration of Nursing 
Home Administrators in 
MA. 

Baldini’s leadership 
extends beyond business 
acumen; she’s  a people 
leader dedicated to culti-
vating a high-performing, 
collaborative environ-
ment. Her expertise  in 
implementing intentional 
practices for recruitment, 
retention, and employee 
engagement underscores 
her commitment to not 
only organizational suc-
cess but also the well-be-
ing of the team serving our 
veterans.

Baldini named as new Superintendent of Chelsea Veterans Home

Spinelli’s Catering
282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128
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Healey-Driscoll Administration celebrates Northeastern University for winning $6 million 
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structure to acquire equip-
ment which, combined 
with their Open 6G Test-
ing & Integration Center, 
will create a unique facil-
ity to test interoperability 
and AI research around 
the deployment of 6G 
wireless, while also build-
ing a hub for economic 
development around Open 
RAN/6G wireless ecosys-
tem in Massachusetts and 
a tech incubator for locally 
based startups. In addition, 
the public investments 
will strengthen work-
force development efforts 
around Open RAN and 6G 
in the state. 

The new tools will 
complement Northeast-
ern’s existing telecommu-
nications research hubs, 
such as the wireless net-
work emulator, called 

Colosseum, and the FCC 
Innovation Zone, which 
allows qualified federal 

“licensees  to test new ad-
vanced technologies and 
prototype networks.”

spaces for learning and cu-
riosity. 

“Last summer, Boston 
scored a huge goal: land-
ing the National Women’s 
Soccer League’s newest 
franchise in 2026,” said 
Wu. 

With the city’s partners 
at Boston Unity Soccer 
Group, Wu said the city 
is excited to renovate the 
historic White Stadium at 
Franklin Park into the first 
sports venue in the country 
that will co-house a pro 
sports team and a public 
school athletics program.

“Our students will have 
a world-class grass field, 
eight-lane track, brand 
new locker rooms, and 
conditioning and study 
spaces to call home,” said 
Wu. “We’ll also create a 
new booster fund for BPS 
athletics to cover expenses 
for uniforms, extra equip-
ment, and dedicated trans-
portation.”

Wu noted that the plans 
for a revitalized Franklin 
Park extend beyond bring-
ing a professional soccer 
team to a renovated White 
Stadium.

“For my family and 
many others, there is no 
more magical place in the 
city, with its historic stone 
bridges; wooded trails; 
and beloved community 
spaces,” said Wu. “But our 
biggest park has suffered 
from decades of disinvest-
ment.”

This year, the mayor 
said the city will act on 
recommendations of the 
Franklin Park Coalition 
and community members 
to begin restoring Franklin 
Park to its fullest potential.

The city will hire a park 
administrator and six new 
maintenance staff, bring-
ing dedicated park staffing 
to its highest level in over 
50 years, Wu said. In addi-
tion, she said the city will 
begin the community pro-
cess to reimagine and in-
vest in a home of the Elma 
Lewis Playhouse.

“Every young person 
deserves to grow up in a 
city with wide open spac-
es that coax our legs into 
running – that remind us to 
breathe deep and look up 
at the sky,” said Wu. 

Rickie Thompson, the 
President of the Franklin 
Park Coalition, said her 
organization is thrilled to 
celebrate the mayor’s sig-
nificant new investments 
in Franklin Park.

“The Coalition has been 
advocating for renovations 
and additional staffing for 
a significant time,” said 
Thompson. “We’re very 
grateful that Mayor Wu 
is responsive to these re-
quests and will work to up-
date this critical resource 
that has been neglected for 
too long.”

Jennifer Epstein, the 
controlling partner of Bos-
ton Unity Soccer, applaud-
ed Wu’s vision and the 

partnership to revitalize 
White Stadium.

“The transformation 
of the stadium into a 
world-class sports facili-
ty presents an incredible 
opportunity for BPS stu-
dent-athletes, the com-
munities around the park, 
and our soccer club,” said 
Epstein. “We are building 
our team for Boston and 
the diverse communities 
represented here, and we 
thank the City for its lead-
ership. Working together 
with the City and mem-
bers of the community, we 
look forward to delivering 
a reimagined White Stadi-
um that enhances our city 
and contributes positively 
to the vibrancy and acti-
vation of beloved Franklin 
Park.”

Throughout Wu’s ad-
dress, there was a focus 
on housing, education, and 
the future for young peo-
ple in the city.

“Time and again, we 
have proven the future is 
ours to shape,” said Wu. 
“And day by day, we’re 
following through on Bos-
ton’s promise to be a green 
and growing City for ev-
eryone. As a mom—and a 
BPS parent—I know that 
to truly be the best City for 
every family, we have to 
give our young people the 
world: in the classroom, in 
community, in every cor-
ner of our City.”

Wu announced that the 
City will eliminate barri-
ers to building accessory 
dwelling units (ADUs) this 
year by changing zoning 
to make these small homes 
as-of-right citywide. The 
ADU program allows 
owner occupants to create 
smaller, independent units 
inside their homes or in 
their yards. 

The mayor also an-
nounced plans to identify 
locations for nearly 3,000 
new, modern, energy-effi-
cient public housing units 
that will be built over the 
next decade, which she 
said will be the first new 
net public housing units 
built in Boston in more 
than 40 years.

“From Chinatown to 
West Roxbury, public 
housing makes it possible 
for so many or our seniors, 
and veterans, and residents 

with disabilities to stay in 
our city, and for so many 
of our young people to 
grow up here – including 
two of our newest city 
councilors,” said Wu.

Across the city, Wu said 
too many families are get-
ting displaced when their 
apartment buildings are 
scooped up by private in-
vestors.

“We’re launching a fund 
to make these buildings 
permanently affordable – 
doubling down on our suc-
cess last year keeping 114 
families in their homes in 
East Boston,” said Wu. 
“This year, we will deploy 
the fund to protect 400 
more families citywide.”

For students, Wu said 
several new partnerships 
with higher education in-
stitutions will ensure that 
BPS high school students 
have access to early col-
lege and career pathways.

Bunker Hill Commu-
nity Community College 
(BHCC) will broaden its 
partnership with Charles-
town High School by of-
fering every student the 
opportunity to take college 
courses either through dual 
enrollment or early col-
lege pathways in business, 
technology, and health. 

In September, BHCC 
and Charlestown High 
School will launch the 
City’s second Year 13 pro-
gram, which provides a full 
year of free college cours-
es to Charlestown gradu-
ates. Roxbury Community 
College will partner with 
Boston International New-
comers Academy (BIN-
CA), the Margarita Muñiz 
Academy, and English 
High School to launch the 
first early college incuba-
tor designed specifically 
for multilingual students. 

Mass General Brigham 
will deepen its partnership 
with the Edward M. Ken-
nedy Academy for Health 
Careers to ensure Boston’s 
healthcare professions re-
flect the community, Wu 
said.

Wu also announced that 
Boston Public Schools 
has signed an agree-
ment with UMass Boston 
and Chancellor Marcelo 
Suárez-Orozco to trans-
form the BCLA-McCor-
mack High School into 
the district’s first Univer-
sity-Assisted Community 
Hub School. 

The mayor also intro-
duced a new program to 
help students and their 
families continue their ed-
ucation outside the walls 
of the school and some of 
the city’s most famous in-
stitutions.

Starting in February 
2024, on the first and 
second Sundays of each 
month, every BPS stu-
dent and up to three fam-
ily members will get free 
admission to the Boston 
Children’s Museum, the 
Franklin Park Zoo, the 

Institute of Contempo-
rary Art, the Museum of 
Fine Arts, the Museum of 
Science, and the New En-
gland Aquarium. Families 
will show a BPS school 
ID or an electronic pass to 
gain admission.

The mayor also hit upon 
the city’s continuing com-
mitment to being a green 
city.

“Last year, I promised to 
ban fossil fuels in new city 
buildings, and we did: Al-
ready, two new communi-
ty centers and two libraries 
in progress will be fossil 
fuel free,” said Wu. “And 
this year, we will introduce 
zero net carbon zoning to 
make Boston the greenest 
city in the country.”

In her speech, Wu also 
highlighted several public 
safety issues.

The mayor said the city 

is collaborating on a pub-
lic health-led approach at 
Mass & Cass that has re-
moved encampments and 
helped hundreds of peo-
ple find housing and begin 
a path to recovery; and 
partnering on a communi-
ty-driven safety plan that 

has achieved the lowest 
levels of gun violence on 
record. Wu also noted that 
a new police contract sets 
a national precedent for 
community policing, in-
cluding discipline reform, 
detail reform, and invest-
ing in officer education.
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“Mayor Wu showed 
so many of us how she 
is leading and moving 
our city forward, tack-
ling housing, education, 
environment, and public 
safety. The state of our 
city is stronger because 
of her leadership.”

State Sen. 
Lydia Edwards

Comments on 
Mayor Wu’s 
State of the 

City Address

Northeastern //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX

Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta, along with other 
officials, attended the Mayor’s State of the City address at 
the MGM Music Hall on Tuesday night.
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MEET THE NEW BOSTON CITY COUNCILORS

At-Large City Council-
or Henry Santana brings a 
unique blend of experienc-
es and a deep commitment 
to community upliftment. 
Born in Bani, Dominican 
Republic, Santana made 
Boston his home as a 
child, growing up in Mis-
sion Hill. From the Alice 
Taylor Boston Housing 
Authority apartments to 
earning a B.A. in history 
and political science at 
Lasell University, Santa-
na’s journey mirrors the 
resilience and vibrancy of 
our city.

Dedicated to commu-
nity service from a young 
age, Santana spent over 
15 years with the Mis-
sion Hill Summer Pro-
gram, fostering academic 
growth and leadership 
among youth. As an im-
migrant and first-genera-
tion college graduate, he 
experienced firsthand the 
challenges of navigating 

civic institutions, igniting 
his passion for creating a 
more accessible city gov-
ernment.

In 2016, the sudden loss 
of his oldest brother be-
came a defining moment, 
reinforcing Santana’s 
commitment to making a 
positive impact. Before 
his role as At-Large City 
Councilor, Santana served 
as the inaugural direc-
tor for Mayor Michelle 
Wu’s Office of Civic Or-
ganizing. He worked to 
eliminate barriers to civic 

engagement, empower-
ing Boston residents to ac-
tively participate in their 
communities. Prior to that, 
he served as Director of 
Operations, and Mission 
Hill and Fenway Liaison 
for Councilor Kenzie Bok, 
actively addressing con-
stituents’ needs during the 
pandemic.

From Mission Hill to 
East Boston, Dorchester 
to Hyde Park, Santana is 
committed to represent-
ing every resident of Bos-
ton. He envisions a city 
where accessible govern-
ment systems uplift every 
community member. As 
City Councilor At-Large, 
Santana is dedicated to 
creating a Boston where 
everyone has access to 
the resources they need 
to thrive, and where every 
resident plays an active 
role in building a more 
equitable and just commu-
nity.

Councilor Henry Santana, At-Large Councilor John FitzGerald, District 3
Councilor John Fitz-

Gerald was elected to the 
Boston City Council on 
November 7, 2023. His 
district includes most of 
Dorchester and a portion 
of the South End.

The oldest of four chil-
dren, FitzGerald grew up 
in a tight-knit Boston fam-
ily where serving others 
was an important family 
value. His mother, Patri-
cia, worked as a nurse, 
while his father, Kevin, 
served for over 28 years 
as a State Representa-
tive. From an early age, 
FitzGerald learned from 
his parents’ example the 
importance of hard work, 
humility, and community 
involvement.

FitzGerald attended 
Boston Public Schools, 
where his early desire to 
help others inspired him, 
while attending Boston 
Latin, to join the Mayor’s 
Youth Council, a group 
responsible for represent-
ing their peers, commu-
nity members, and youth 
across the city. Following 
high school, he attended 
Northeastern, receiving 
his Bachelor’s in Commu-
nication and Master’s in 
Business Administration.

After college, FitzGer-
ald went to work for the 
City of Boston, where, 

over the course of 17 
years, he held a number of 
important positions, serv-
ing under four mayoral 
administrations. As Dep-
uty Director of Imagine 
Boston 2030, he helped 
to oversee and implement 
the first citywide plan in 
50 years. As Director of 
Finance for the Office of 
Economic Development, 
FitzGerald worked to in-
crease investments into 
our communities, secur-
ing tens of thousands of 
dollars for locally owned 
small businesses without 
access to capital. Finally, 
in his most recent role as 
Deputy Director Of Real 
Estate Operations, Fitz-
Gerald oversees the prop-
erty management of over 
four million square feet of 
land owned by the BPDA.

In addition to his years 
of public service work-
ing at City Hall, FitzGer-
ald has always remained 

committed to supporting 
his community and oth-
er worthy causes. He has 
served as President of the 
Tobin Community Center 
for the last 20 years and, 
since 2008, has been one 
of the lead organizers for 
Team Fitz, an organiza-
tion established following 
his father’s death from 
cancer, where riders raise 
money competing in the 
annual Pan Mass Chal-
lenge. Since its inception, 
Team Fitz has raised over 
one million dollars for the 
Dana Farber Cancer Insti-
tute.

Today, FitzGerald and 
his wife Meghan, a pub-
lic school teacher, live in 
Dorchester with their three 
beautiful children, Callan, 
Mac, and Theresa. Their 
two oldest attend Boston 
Public Schools, and Fitz-
Gerald coaches his son’s 
t-ball, flag football, and 
street hockey teams.

Councilor FitzGerald 
is proud to represent the 
residents of District 3 on 
the Boston City Coun-
cil and looks forward to 
having the chance to give 
back to a community and 
City that has given him so 
much and to do all he can 
to make it even better, not 
only for his family but for 
you and yours as well.

Councilor Enrique Pepén, District 5
Born and raised in Bos-

ton, Councilor Enrique 
Pepén is the proud son 
of two Dominican immi-
grants that arrived to the 
city in the 90’s. He cur-
rently lives in Roslindale 
with his wife and two kids.

Growing up in Boston 
Public Housing, Pepén re-
members the strong com-
munity support shown by 
neighbors living in his 
apartment building.

“We’d have cookouts 
and everyone was invited. 
Neighbors would knock 
on the door asking for 
sugar. We didn’t have the 
most resources, but we 
took care of each other”.

After a major shoot-
ing at Charlestown High 
School and a promise by 
former Mayor Thomas 
Menino to open a police 
station nearby, Pepen 
knew he wanted to be “a 
part of the solution.” So, at 
a young age, Pepen set his 
sights on a career in public 
service.

In high school, the John 
D O’Bryant, he got in-
volved in Model United 
Nations and found himself 
excited to learn about pol-
itics, history and govern-
ment. The first in his fami-
ly to attend college — and 
to experience the college 
application process — 
Pepén landed a full ride to 

Suffolk University.
From freshman to ju-

nior year of college, Pepén 
worked for former City 
Councilor Tito Jackson 
where he worked to ex-
pand the MBTA Youth 
Pass to work year-round 
and serve the residents of 
Roxbury. He then went on 
to serve as district coordi-
nator for former U.S. Rep. 
Joe Kennedy III, helping 
constituents with federal 
government-related case-
work and teaming up with 
Senator Elizabeth War-
ren’s office to assist Puer-
to Rican refugees in Fall 
River after Hurricane Ma-
ria by finding them hous-
ing and enrolling children 
into school.

In 2019, Pepén was ap-
pointed by former Mayor 
Marty Walsh as the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood 
Liaison, where he was 
able to team up with City 
Life/ Vida Urbana to pre-

vent various families from 
being evicted. During this 
time, he also served as the 
President of the Young 
Democrats of Massachu-
setts Latino Caucus and 
organized educational ses-
sions that informed resi-
dents of their tenant rights.

In the fall of 2020, 
Pepén joined Transpor-
tation for Massachusetts 
as their Community En-
gagement Coordinator. 
In this role, he served as 
Co-Chair of the Regional 
Transit Authority Advo-
cates Coalition (RTAAC), 
advocating for funding 
and policies that strength-
en transit services state-
wide.

Most recently, Pepén 
served as the Executive 
Director at the Boston Of-
fice of Neighborhood Ser-
vices, where he ensured 
all neighborhoods across 
the city had their essential 
municipal needs met and 
he established the week-
ly neighborhood coffee 
hours that occur city-wide.

“Most importantly, I am 
excited to serve the Dis-
trict that helped raise me 
and the city that my wife 
and I have decided to build 
a family in. I look forward 
to making our District and 
our city a better place to 
live for all residents,” said 
Pepén.

Councilor Benjamin Weber, District 6
Councilor Benjamin 

Weber has been a work-
er’s rights attorney for 18 
years and a Jamaica Plain 
resident since 2008. We-
ber began his legal career 
in 2005 representing mi-
grant farmworkers with 
Texas Rio Grande Legal 
Aid.

From 2008 through 
2012, Weber served as an 
Assistant Attorney Gener-
al with the Massachusetts 
Attorney General’s Office 
in both the Fair Labor Di-
vision where he prosecut-
ed employers for violating 
state wage law and in the 
Administrative Law Divi-
sion where he represented 
state agencies in appeals 
of their decisions.

Since 2012, Weber 
has worked at Lichten 
& Liss-Riordan, P.C. in 
Boston, one of the na-
tion’s most well-respected 
worker’s rights law firms. 
As an associate and Of 
Counsel at LLR, Weber 
has represented thousands 
of workers in class actions 
across the country. He has 
obtained unpaid wages for 

large classes of furniture 
and appliance delivery 
drivers, cable television 
installers, nurses, custo-
dians, and firefighters. In 
addition, Weber was part 
of a legal team that suc-
cessfully sued the Boston 
Police Department on be-
half of a group of Black 
and Latino Boston police 
officers which resulted in 
a federal court ruling that 
the BPD’s lieutenant’s 
promotional exam violat-
ed federal and state an-
ti-discrimination law.

Weber and his wife 
Xan have lived in Jamaica 
Plain since 2008, where 
they have raised two chil-
dren, Noah, 17, and Han-
nah, 12, who both attend 

Boston Public Schools. 
Weber has coached his 
kids’ soccer teams and 
serves on the board of Ja-
maica Plain Youth Soccer.

As a BPS parent and 
worker’s rights advocate, 
Weber knows first-hand 
about the challenges that 
Boston families face, in-
cluding increasing hous-
ing costs and a school 
system that too often fails 
to meet the needs of its 
families. He will fight to 
reduce the income gap 
among Boston residents 
by seeking to strengthen 
the right of every worker 
in the city to be paid for 
their work, by promoting 
a school system where 
every child receives the 
world-class education 
they deserve, and by fight-
ing for tenant’s rights.

Councilor Weber was 
raised in New York and 
graduated from Brandeis 
University with a B.A. 
in 1996, where he played 
soccer and ran track. He 
earned his J.D. from the 
University of Iowa Col-
lege of Law in 2005.

 My first valentines day is coming 
and I can’t wait to celebrate with 

the best mommy and daddy .. 
Love Julian
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Happy Valentine’s Day 
from  Jax & Bella

The East Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce placed a 
display of American flags 
to commemorate Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day on 
Monday, January 15, at 
the Daniel H Solari Square 
outside the Chamber of 
Commerce office at 464 
Bremen Street.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
exemplified organized 
protests to voice his con-
cerns in a peaceful way, 
without violence.  He will 
forever be remembered 
for advocating for meeting 
with violence in non-vi-
olent ways while voicing 
his concerns through pro-
tests.

Did you know that 
#MLKDay is the only fed-
eral holiday designated as 

a national day of service 
to encourage all Ameri-
cans to volunteer to im-
prove their communities? 
Learn more: http://ow.ly/
txj050LZNLj.

Please note that the 

flags are for display pur-
poses.   If anyone wishes 
to obtain a flag, please feel 
free to contact the Cham-
ber at  eastbostonchamber.
com.  

Eastie Chamber commemorates 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Flags were placed at the Daniel H Solari Square in honor of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
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