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ANNUAL EAST BOSTON THANKSGIVING DINNER
HOSTED BY STATE REP. ADRIAN MADARO

Volunteers Daniela Blinken, Elsa Flores, Erika Aguirre Marta Polanco durlng the annual East Boston Thanksglvmg dinner

at Salesian Boys and Girls Club. See more photos on Page 12.
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DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu helps volunteer Asgie Burnett

With the production line.

Massachusetts State Rep Adrian Madaro (right) with his
wife Ariel with former State Rep. Carlo Basile.

Henry Santana is ready to get to work

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

Henry Santana, Bos-
ton’s newest City Coun-
cilor  At-Large elect,
looks forward to hitting
the ground running in
2024 when he officially
takes his place on the City
Council.

Santana, a 28-year-old
who immigrated to Boston
as a child from the Domin-
ican Republic and grew up
at the Alice Taylor Boston
Housing Authority (BHA)
apartments in  Mission
Hill, had a stellar perfor-
mance in the city’s Munic-
ipal Election earlier this
month to earn his at-large
seat.

Out of the eight total
candidates in the race,
Santana finished within
the top four, with 34,014
votes (15.53%), according
to unofficial election re-
sults on the city’s website,
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For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check eastietimes.com

and shared his thanks to
supporters in an interview
with the Gazette.

“I'm just thankful and
honored that residents be-
lieved in me and trusted
me to be in this position,”
said Santana.

He specifically pointed
out the strong support he
received from neighbor-
hoods like Jamaica Plain
and East Boston and part-
ly credited the result to
campaign operations since
April.

“We were just showing
up in every neighborhood
for months and months,
and I think people were
excited to see a young,
black, Dominican im-
migrant who grew up in
public housing, who’s a
product of the city, who’s
a product of Boston Public
Schools,” said Santana.

Along with his lived
experience, Santana also

spoke about his profes-
sional experience, whether
that be as a Field Director
on the campaign to elect
former City Councilor
Kenzie Bok, Bok’s Di-
rector of Operations and
Mission Hill and Fenway
Liaison, and Director of
the city’s Office of Civic

Organizing.
“I had a very unique
professional experience,

combined with my lived
experience, that I think
resonated with so many
people,” said Santana.

Not only did he think
his previous profession-
al roles resonated with
folks, but Santana is also
of the mindset that it will
now help him on the City
Council.

In his previous work
with Bok, Santana ex-
plained how he got to see
firsthand how the council
can work together to help

Boston City Council-
or-at-Large Henry Santana.

residents. In his role in the
Office of Civic Organiz-
ing, he built relationships
with department heads
and people on the ground.

“l know how to get
things done. I’ve been
doing it — I was doing it

See SANTANA Page 2

New Geneva
Street Project

proposed at
GSCA meeting

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

At its monthly meet-
ing on Monday, the Gove
Street Citizens Associ-
ation (GSCA) reviewed
plans for a proposal that
would bring multiple units
to 12 Geneva Street.

The project, present-
ed by Attorney Richard
Lynds, proposes con-
structing a new four-story
building comprised of four
units intended for home-
ownership.

Regarding the makeup
of the units, there would be
one two-bedroom, which
is an accessible unit, along
with three three-bedroom
units. Additionally, the
square footage of these
units ranges from a little
over 1,050 square feet to
1,231 square feet.

In speaking about the
bedrooms, Lynds said,
“We’re trying to gear
those toward — as we do
more regularly here in this
community — the larg-
er-sized bedroom counts
so that we’re not essential-

ly developing something
that really caters to a more
transient population.”

“This is something
that at least allows for a
good-sized unit, could be
used for starting families
or larger households,” he
added.

In terms of the zoning
relief sought in conjunc-
tion with this project, sev-
eral variances are need-
ed under current zoning.
These variances relate to
minimum lot width, the
side and rear yard, floor
area ratio, height, open
space, and parking.

However, Lynds noted
during the presentation
that the neighborhood
could get new zoning
through the Boston Plan-
ning and Development
Agency’s (BPDA) neigh-
borhood planning initia-
tive PLAN: East Boston.

This means that some of
the aspects of the project
that require a variance un-

See GSCA Page 4

Boston officials announce
choice of electricity rates

Special to the Times

The City of Boston an-
nounced new electricity
rates through Boston’s
Community Choice Elec-
tricity (BCCE) program,
and encouraged all cus-
tomers to choose BCCE as
their electricity supplier.
The new rates will be in
effect beginning Decem-
ber 2023 until December
2025 using a new con-
tracted supplier, Direct
Energy. BCCE’s default
and Greenl00 rates offer
more renewable energy
and cost less than Ever-
source’s Basic Service
Rate. Eversource’s winter
rates will begin on January
1, 2024. For a period of
at least seven months, all
three BCCE rates will re-
main lower than the utility.

Since the beginning of

the program, the BCCE
Standard rates have al-
ways been lower than
Eversource Basic Rates.
The average resident that
uses 600 kilowatt hours of
electricity a month on the
BCCE Standard option is
expected to save nearly
$15 per month compared
to the Eversource Basic
Service Residential rate
($0.17251/kWh). In the
first six months of 2023,
Boston residents on BCCE
saved nearly $60 million,
with an average household
savings of $340 compared
to Eversource Basic Ser-
vice. Since the program’s
inception in 2021, BCCE
has helped Boston resi-
dents and business owners
have access to affordable,
clean energy while sup-

See ELECTRICITY Page 3
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HOLIDAY 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Mayor’s Enchanted Trol- Day 1 HARBOR VIEW Station 7 Police Report
the Watershed ICA on the ley Tour will continue the 11 a.m. - Hastings Lot, (15min) Captain Bick-
%I(g;NHT’I]gg’l(‘; East Boston waterfront on  festive tradition of light- West Roxbury ngggﬁ%ﬁlﬁ\? 0D erton, Sgt. Cintolo, Offi-
Marginal Street. Please ing holiday trees while 2 p.m. - Hyde Square, cers Mosley, Alvarez and
The East Boston Cham- (4] the Chamber’s office bringing holiday spirit to Jamaica Plain MEETING AGENDA  Figueroa.
ber of Commerce invites 41 617-569-5000 to ensure  children across Boston. 3 p.m. - J.P. Monument, The next meeting of McLean Play-
all local businesses 10 your business is entered. ~ The event is sponsored Jamaica Plain the Harbor View Neigh- ground(15min)  Barba-

participate in the annual
holiday decorating con-
test by decorating their
business’ storefronts. All
entries are due by Friday,
December 8. Cash priz-
es will be awarded to the
first, second, and third
place winners. Winners
will be announced at the
Holiday Bazaar held on
Saturday, December 9 at

MAYOR’S
ENCHANTED
TROLLY TOUR
SCHEDULE

Boston’s Enchanted
Trolley Tour continues the
festive tradition of light-
ing holiday trees through-
out Boston.

For the 27th year, the

by Bank of America, and
includes visits with Santa,
tree lightings, and more.

This year, the Mayor’s
Enchanted Trolley Tour
will start on Saturday,
December 2, and end on
Sunday December 3, in
neighborhoods throughout
Boston.

3:45 p.m. - Brigham
Circle, Mission Hill
4:30 p.m. - Bolling
Building, Roxbury
Day 2
4 p.m. - Paul Revere
Mall, North End

5 pm. - Winthrop
Square  (the  Training
Field), Charlestown

6:15 p.m. - Maverick

Square, East Boston

Santana // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

as a City Council Aid, I
was doing it as part of the
leadership team for May-
or Michelle Wu, and now,
being in this position, I
know where to go, who
to go to in terms of how
to get things done,” said
Santana.

Speaking about getting
things done, as Santana
prepares to officially take
his position in the coming
months, he talked about
his goal to be a represen-
tative of the next gener-
ation that is coming and
three distinct priorities he
would like to focus on.

The first priority he
discussed was housing af-
fordability — a topic he
indicated needed to be act-
ed on with urgency.

“Housing is a hu-
man right, and I believe
right now, week to week,
month to month, year to
year, we’re losing young
professionals,  families,
seniors because they can-
not afford to stay here,” he
said.

Specifically,  Santana

spoke about working with
public housing residents,
fixing public housing in-
frastructure, creating more
units across the city, and
creating more homeown-
ership opportunities for
people from subsidized

housing, low-income
communities, and public
housing.

Education is another top
priority for Santana, and
he spoke at length about
the investments being
made in schools. While
he acknowledged invest-
ments are being made in
the city’s education sys-
tem, he does not think
they are being seen in the
classroom by students,
teachers, and families.

“When you’re walking
into these facilities, and
you have broken ceilings,
and you have broken bath-
rooms, and you have tech-
nology that’s not working,
textbooks that are decades
old, what message are you
sending to the kids,” he
said.

“We want to be able to

see the investments that
we’re making actually be-
ing seen in the classroom,”
he later added.

Finally, Santana prior-
itizes public safety and
points to the loss of young
kids due to gun violence
and how it has been nor-
malized.

“We’re so quick to go to
Twitter or to Facebook and
send our condolences and
prayers. That’s thoughtful
and nice, but what are we
doing as the City of Bos-
ton to try to prevent some
of these situations from
happening? What are we
doing to really try to pro-
tect our youth and our
families here in the City of
Boston,” he said.

Santana pointed to his
personal experience of
having truly affordable
after-school and summer
programs as the best thing
that ever happened to him
from the standpoint of
public safety.

“I want to make sure
that these programs, the
non-profit programs here

in the community, have
the support of the city,”
said Santana.

While some might view
these priorities as complex
topics to tackle, Santana
believes it is something
that is achievable.

“These are very achiev-
able things I'm speak-
ing about. I’'m not saying
crazy promises that are
not obtainable. I think the
things that I campaigned
on are very achievable are
things that we can work
with the City Council and
the administration to make
happen,” he said.

As 2024 draws near,
Santana shared his excite-
ment and how he is ready
to get to work for Boston
residents.

“I'm very excited. I'm
thankful for the trust that
the residents of Boston
have put in me, and I'm
proud to say that there
was a clear direction that
the City of Boston took on
November 7th in electing
me, and I'm ready to get
to work.”
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borhood Association will
be on December 4, 2023,
at 6pm. The meeting is In
Person only but will be
streamed via Facebook for
archival purposes. Atten-
dance on Facebook does
not qualify for voting. The
meeting will be held in the
Salesian Boys and Girls
Club cafeteria, across
from the Brooke Charter
School on Byron Street.
You can access the meet-
ing from the front door on
Byron Street or from the
rear door on Wordsworth
Street, which is the hand-
icap entry, to avoid the
stairs. Since we are in-
doors, masks are optional
for those in attendance.

La proxima reunion de
Harbor View Neighbor-
hood Association esta en
cuatro de diciembre 2023
a las 6pm. La reunion esta
en personay via Facebook.
La asistencia en Facebook
no califica para vota. Lle-
ga a la cafeteria del Sale-
sian Boys y Girls Club por
la calle Byron al otro lado
de Brooke Charter School.
Pueda usar la entrada pric-
ipal por la calle Byron o la
entrada en calle de Word-
sworth. La entrada de cal-
le Wordsworth no tienne
escaleras por personas con
discapacidades. El cubre
bocas sera opcional pues-
to que estaremos adentro.

Agenda

Welcome/Introduction
(5min)

ONS Manuela (Mela)
VillaGomez (5min)
Neighborhood announce-
ments.

Announcements (5min)
Greenway Council, Tree
Eastie, Sumner Tunnel
open on weekends for the
rest of the year beginning
12/9. 1st Priority 12/9
Morning with Santa 10-
12. Christmas Concert at
Sacred Heart Church on
12/9 at 7pm (free). 12/1
Holiday Tree Lighting
sponsored by Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home
at 7pm.( If possible, bring
a toy.) The Madaro Family
Eastie Elves 12/15 at the
Hyatt 6:30pm dinner, ad-
mission is one unwrapped
toy. Virtual  Abutters
Meeting 11/30 at 6pm for
30 Moore Street. Virtual
Abutters Meeting for 682
Saratoga Street 12/6 at
Tpm.

ra Puopolo, Chair of the
McLean Playground Sub-
Committee will introduce
Nelle Ward, Project Man-
ager, Boston Parks and
Recreation ~ Department
who will update us on the
progress of the project.

41 Wordsworth Street
(15min) 2nd Presenta-
tion and VOTE by Attor-
ney Jeff Drago for owner
Sharon Menninger, Stage
LLC. Proposal to amend
plans to add roof deck to
existing structure and add
egress stairs. (amending
ALT1277234).

531 Bennington Street
(20min) 2nd Presentation
and VOTE by Attorney
Richard Lynds for owner
Sokol Enterprises, LLC.
The proposal is to raze the
existing 3 decker and erect
a 5-unit residential dwell-

ing.
682 Saratoga Street
(30min) 1st Presenta-

tion by Attorney Richard
Lynds for owner Joseph
Mario. Proposal is to raze
the existing single-family
home and build a five (5)
unit residential dwelling
with five (5) parking spac-
es.

206  Byron  Street
(30min) 1st Presentation
by Attorney Marc LaCasse
for owner Lien Vuong.
Proposal is to change oc-
cupancy from 2F to 3F:
retain and renovate exist-
ing building; extend living
space for unit 1 to base-
ment; construct dormers
at attic level to create 3rd
unit on top floor.

Holiday Party (S5min)
The HVNA annual Holi-
day Party will be held on
Thursday, December 14,
at 6pm at the East Boston
Yacht Club. This promises
to be a fun night with en-
tertainment, food, bever-
ages and raffles. Come get
in the holiday spirit with
your neighbors.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year! Happy
Holidays to all.

The next meeting of the
HVNA will be on January
8, 2024. Please note this
is the second Monday of
the month due to the New
Year Holiday. Visit us
at  http://www.facebook.
com/groups/harborview-
na or check our website
at harborvieweastboston.
com

We tell

recoveries.

Elisabeth Marra(s story here to illustrate two
of the most profound messages we know. Don't give
up, and remember to give back. If reading it inspires

A SHORT STORY

ABOUT A MOTORCYCLE.
AND A SUDDEN TURN.

When she was a young college student, Elisabeth
Marra had a serious motorcycle accident that
ultimately changed her life. Two years after the crash,
her painful open fractures had failed to heal. Then
she heard about a new and complex surgery
pioneered by a surgeon who used a patient’s own
stem cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy were
successful.

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-direct her
own career aspirations. Inspired by the medical
professionals who helped her reclaim her active
lifestyle, she changed her major to study physical
therapy—a profession where her own experience
could help other patients prevail through difficult

just one more person to achieve something special,
then its telling here has been well worth while.
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EAST BOSTON COMMUNITY LEADERS ATTEND

LA COLABORATI

VA'S GALA EVENT

]

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

East Boston was well represented at La Colaborativa’s gala celebrating the grand opening
of its Chelsea Survival Center located at 63 Sixth St. in Chelsea. Pictured at the Nov. 17
event, from left, are Dr. Richard Wein of Tufts Medical Center, Laura Piscopo of East Boston
Neighborhood Health Center, public relations titan Pat Capogreco, and East Boston
Neighborhood Health Center Director of Development Debra Farrar-Parkman.

Sen. Edwards to host In-District
meeting on housing issues

Special to the Times

Senator Lydia Edwards
is hosting an In-District
Meeting (IDM) focusing
on issues of housing jus-
tice, scheduled for Thurs-
day, December 7th, from
6PM to 7PM at the East
Boston Neighborhood
Health Center. This meet-
ing, organized in collabo-
ration with Greater Boston
Interfaith  Organization
(GBIO) and its partners,
will address topics related
to public housing, afford-
able rental and homeown-
ership opportunities, and

reentry support for those
returning from incarcera-
tion.

The purpose of the IDM
is to facilitate a discussion
on these housing issues
and gather public commit-
ments from lawmakers for
addressing these concerns.
The meeting will include
testimonies from commu-
nity leaders and individu-
als with direct experience
in these areas.

Senator Edwards will
be present at the meeting
to listen to constituent
perspectives and discuss

potential policy solutions.
This event is open to all
constituents interested in
housing justice matters
within Senator Edwards'
Senate district.

Those wishing to attend
are advised to register in
advance. Event details are
as follows:

e Date: Thursday, De-
cember 7th

¢ Time: 6PM - 7PM

e Location: East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health
Center, Community
Room, 250 Sumner St,
East Boston, MA 02128

Electricity // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

porting Boston’s carbon
neutrality goals.

“'m excited to an-
nounce the new electrici-
ty rates through Boston’s
Community Choice Elec-
tricity program—allowing
Boston residents to fur-
ther reduce utility bills as
they support clean energy
options,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “This program
is an important part of
the City’s efforts to serve
constituents through af-
fordable, environmental-
ly-friendly initiatives and
also accelerate progress
toward our carbon neutral-
ity goals.”

Mayor Wu is committed
to Boston’s Green New
Deal, making Boston af-
fordable, healthy, and sus-
tainable for all residents
and business owners. The
City of Boston has elected
to increase the renewable
energy content in BCCE’s
Standard (default) product
by an additional 15% be-
yond the State’s required
renewable portfolio stan-
dard, increasing the total
renewable energy content
in the default product to
39%. Boston Communi-
ty Choice Electricity uses
the City’s collective buy-
ing power to provide more
renewable electricity to
Boston’s residents and
businesses at a competi-
tive rate. BCCE is the larg-
est municipal aggregation
program in Massachusetts
and includes three options
for electricity supply: Op-

tional Basic, Standard (de-
fault), and Optional Green
100. These plans include
between 24% and 100%
local, renewable energy,
and customers are able to
choose which electricity
rate and renewable energy
portfolio is the best op-
tion for them. Eversource
continues to serve as the
utility delivering electric-
ity to BCCE customers.
Eversource also handles
customer billing and ser-
vice, grid maintenance,
and power outages.

Recently, Eversource
filed its proposed new
Residential Basic Service
rate ($0.17251/kWh) and
its Small Business rate
($0.17.587/kWh) with
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Util-
ities. These rates will be
effective January 1, 2024
until July 31, 2024. As
the City moves into the
winter months, electricity
usage is expected to rise.
The City of Boston cannot
guarantee that the BCCE
rates will remain lower
than Eversource’s Basic
Service rates after July 31,
2024, because the local
utilities change their rates
twice a year.

Some Boston residents
and businesses are en-
rolled in contracts with
third-party suppliers,
whose rates can be signifi-
cantly higher than BCCE.
Competitive electric sup-
pliers often mislead and
take advantage of resi-

J

dents, particularly seniors,
people of color, and res-
idents who speak a lan-
guage other than English,
promising them unreliable
savings. According to a
report from the Massachu-
setts Attorney General’s
Office, third-party suppli-
ers charged Massachusetts
residents  $525 million
more than the general util-
ity would have between
2015 and 2021. The At-
torney General’s Office
also reported that these
suppliers continue to tar-
get low-income residents
and communities of color,
charging them higher rates
for their electricity. The
report found that residents
in Dorchester, Roxbury,
Mattapan, East Boston,
Hyde Park, and Roslin-
dale were heavily target-
ed, with more than 40% of
low-income residents in
these neighborhoods sign-
ing competitive electric
supply contracts. In Rox-
bury, 57% of low-income
residents are enrolled in
third-party supply. As a
part of Mayor Wu’s 2023-
2024 State legislative
agenda, she supported
proposals to ban residen-
tial predatory competitive
electric supply companies

@ bpde

(bills H.3196 and S.2106).
Boston residents and busi-
ness owners can com-
pare electricity rates here.
Technical support is avail-
able from City of Boston
experts by scheduling an
appointment,  emailing
bcce@boston.gov, or call-
ing 3-1-1.

“At a time when many
Bostonians are making
difficult choices about
paying for food or fuel,
utilities or rent, the City
of Boston has a program
to help residents reduce
electricity costs  while
supporting the health of
our planet,” said Rever-
end Mariama White-Ham-
mond, Chief of Environ-

ment, Energy and Open
Space. “I am grateful to
Mayor Wu for her com-
mitment to supporting
Boston  residents and
small businesses through
this program and to our
team in the Environment
Department who have
been steadfast in their ef-
forts to ensure affordable
energy prices, especially
to those who are being tar-
geted by predatory energy
companies.”

The Standard BCCE
rate is the default option
for Boston residents and
business owners. Custom-
ers may choose to “opt
up” to enroll in the Op-
tional Green 100 rate, with
100% of electricity com-

ing from local, renewable
energy sources, like solar
or wind. By opting up,
customers can support the
City of Boston in reducing
carbon emissions, improv-
ing local air quality, and
taking climate action with-
in our communities. Bos-
ton Community Choice
Electricity’s Optional
Green 100 plan costs less
than Eversource’s basic
residential rate while uti-
lizing 100% renewable
electricity compared to
Eversource’s 22%, the
state requirement for re-
newable electricity. Resi-
dents and business owners
can opt-up, down, or out
of BCCE at any time with
no penalties.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

Alegata, Phillip Alegata, Josephine E 23 Jeffries St $51,000

Buth, Puthy 185 Maverick Street LLC 185 Maverick St #1 $510,000

274 Chelsea Street LLC ~ Imstar LLC 274 Chelsea St $950,000
tony s

37 MAVERICK SQUARE ® EAST BOSTON ® 617/561-4495

RESCHEDULED

Public Meeting

. PLAN: East Boston Updates
([
THE MEETINGS SCHEDULED FOR 11/28 AND 11/30 ARE NOW RESCHEDULED TO THE NEW DATES BELOW:

Location:

Mario Umana Academy,
Auditorium 145

(312 Border St, Boston, MA 02128)

PINELLI'S

Taste The Difference With

s Tty
With more than 30 years of experience in Catering, Spinelli’s brings
our delicious, home-made cuisine and experienced staff to you.

DECEMBER DECEMBER
7 English

6 Spanish

6:00 PM - 8: 00 PM

6:00 PM - 8: 00 PM

Project Description:

Drop Offor Full Service Please join the BPDA for public meetings on Wednesday, December 6, 2023 (Spanish-Language)
Weddings and Thursday, December 7, 2023, to discuss updates to the draft of PLAN: East Boston and
amended zoning language for the neighborhood. These meetings will review revisions to the
Showers PLAN's key recommendations as well as proposed zoning for East Boston's Neighborhood
Cocktail Receptions Residential, Waterfront, and Mixed-Use areas.
Birthday Parties These meetings will be held in-person at Mario Umana Academy (312 Border St, Boston, MA
. 02128 - Auditorium 146), from 6:00-8:00pm, on their respective dates. Simultaneous
Graduations interpretation into English (12/06) and Spanish (12/07) will be provided. These are public
Christenings meetings: all are welcome to join, comment, and discuss the proposed plan and zoning changes.

For more information about the PLAN and the draft zoning amendments, please visit the PLAN:

Corporate/Social Events
East Boston webpage: bit.ly/plan-east-boston

Specialty Cakes
Invite Us To Your Next Event

Opinelli's Catering
282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128
617.567.1992
www.spinellis.com

mail to: Jason Ruggiero

Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

Boston, MA 02201

617.918.4383

jason.ruggiero@boston.gov

website:

bit.ly/plan-east-boston

phone:
email:

BostonPlans.org | @@BostonPlans

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

/
For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416
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REMEMBER THOSE WHO
ARE LESS FORTUNATE THIS
HOLIDAY SEASON

"It was the best of times; it was the worst of times."
-- Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities.

With Christmas fast approaching, most of us will be
rushing about -- either to the stores and malls or on-line
--- to do our holiday shopping in hopes of finding that
"perfect” gift for our family members and loved ones.

Although economic uncertainty, spurred by the af-
ter-effects of record-high inflation, continues to afflict
almost every American household, most of us are doing
okay, if not extremely well, thanks to unemployment
rates that are near historically record-lows.

However, the strong economy (from an employ-
ment standpoint) that is being enjoyed by the majority
of Americans has not been shared by all. For a sizable
number of our fellow citizens, the lingering effects of
the pandemic, as well as the fraying of the fabric of our
social safety net in recent years, have come together to
represent an existential disaster.

Millions of Americans of all ages, in a percentage
greater than at any time since the Great Depression,
are struggling financially, even if they have a job. To
put it in stark terms, more Americans, including fami-
lies in our own communities, are going hungry than at
any time in our recent history. One in eight households
(12.8 percent) experience food insecurity, defined as the
lack of access to an affordable, nutritious diet. An esti-
mated 44.2 million Americans live in these households.
A recent Feeding America survey found that 80% of
network food banks reported either increased or steady
demand for emergency food services, with almost 35%
of responding food banks reporting an increase in the
number of people they serve.

In addition, thanks to the lack of affordable new hous-
ing and sky-high rents, far too many of our fellow citi-
zens, including children, live either in shelters or in sim-
ilar temporary housing arrangements -- or on the streets
-- because our economy literally has left them out in the
cold. Millions of Americans of all ages, including those
in our own communities, are struggling financially, of-
ten through no fault of their own, thanks to a combina-
tion of low-wage jobs and a strong real estate market
that ironically has made apartments (let alone buying
a home) unaffordable. This dichotomy is most evident
and acute in cities such as Los Angeles, San Francisco,
New York, and right here in Boston (most notably at
the infamous Mass. and Cass intersection in the South
End). Despite the vast wealth in those metropolitan ar-
eas, thousands of homeless Americans, including many
who have full-time jobs, are living in tent and cardboard
"neighborhoods" on city sidewalks.

The homeless always have been among us, but the
scope and depth of the problem is far beyond anything
that has been experienced in our lifetime. The vast dis-
crepancy between the enormous wealth enjoyed by
some Americans and the abject poverty being endured
by others is similar to what exists in major urban centers
in South America and India -- but it now is happening
right here in the U.S.A.

For these millions of Americans, the holiday season
brings no joy.

Psychologists tell us that the Biblical directive, that
we should give to those who are less fortunate, is the
best gift that we can give to ourselves. Helping others
activates regions of the brain associated with pleasure,
social connection, and trust, creating the so-called
"warm glow" effect.

Never in the lifetime of anybody reading this edito-
rial has the need for contributions to local food banks
been more urgent. There will be ample opportunities in
the coming days to make the holidays brighter for those
who are less fortunate, whether it be donations to local
food banks and toy programs, or even just dropping a
few dollars in the buckets of the Salvation Army Santas.

There simply is no excuse for those of us who are
among the more fortunate for failing to make some
effort over the next four weeks to make the holidays
brighter for those who are less fortunate.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Times encourages residents to submit engagement,
wedding and birth announcements, news releases, business
and education briefs, sports stories and photos for
publication. ltems should be forwarded to our offices at
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Items canalso be faxed
to 781-485-1403. We also encourage readers to e-mail
news releases and photos to

deb@reverejournal.com
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GUEST Opr-ED

In response to “Guest Op-Ed: Parks Over Pavement”

By Mariellen Dalton

In response to last
week’s opinion piece in
the East Boston Times-
Free Press, penned by Ja-
mie McGonagill, espous-
ing the dire consequences
of the proposed Coughlin
Bypass Extension, it is im-
perative to clarify the facts
and dispel any misconcep-
tions, misinformation or
fear mongering from the
Media and Press Relations
Director of Extinction Re-
bellion, the radical climate
activists responsible for
“mooning” the Massachu-
setts Legislature in protest
of fossil fuels.

The claims made by
Ms. McGonagill, who
is not a resident of East
Boston, while passionate,
lack a factual basis and
understanding of the lo-
cal context. As a lifelong
resident of this commu-
nity, I thought it essential
to present an accurate de-
piction of the proposed
haul road's impact and the
mountain of support be-
hind its construction!

Ms. McGonagill’s tone
would imply that the City
of Boston, Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu, and her admin-
istration have sided with
the handful of East Boston
residents (and non-resi-
dents) who are pushing

Public invited to USS Constitution’

The public is invited to
attend USS Constitution’s
annual Tree Lighting Cer-
emony on Friday, Decem-
ber 8, beginning at 4 p.m.
on the ship.

The free event will in-
clude a visit and photo
opportunities with Santa
Claus, free hot choco-
late and cookies, holiday
music, ship tours, and
remarks from the ship’s
commanding officer.

Guests are invited to

the false narrative of a
park along Chelsea Creek,
inserting themselves into
a decision regarding a
stretch of state-owned land
and a MassDOT process
in which they have no say.
This could be true, seeing
as the alternative view for
Chelsea Creek, backed by
the Haul Road Committee
and the 3,000 plus sup-
porters has not received
a real hearing amongst
administration  officials,
while the same officials
found time to meet with
these other groups as early
as last March. This is the
same administration that
suggested traffic and in-
frastructure improvements
in PLAN:East Boston
without even conducting a
traffic study.

Logan Community
Clean Air Coalition sug-
gests that the Haul Road
would burden low-income
communities with neg-
ative environmental and
health burdens. But what
Ms. McGonagill, her co-
alition, AIR Inc. and its
affiliates have failed to
convey to their members
and the community is that
their solution - putting a
park on this small section
of Chelsea Creek that is
100 feet wide at its widest
portion - would ultimately

view the ship’s gun firing
in observance of evening
colors, a ceremony for
lowering the American
Flag on the ship at sunset,
which will be at 4:13 p.m.

The tree -lighting cer-
emony will begin at 4:30
p.m. and photos with San-
ta Claus will be available
after the ceremony.

Entry to board USS
Constitution will begin
at 3:30 p.m. and end at 5
p.m. and guests will be

make traffic worse, make
streets even more unsafe
and dump more emis-
sions on local East Boston
streets. Because without
the Haul Road, trucks will
continue to use our resi-
dential streets to access the
airport and idle in Route
1A traffic, even more so
now due to the growth in
airport related services
north of the city line. Fur-
ther, any decision made
for the abandoned railway
parcels, will be subject to
meticulous planning and
rigorous assessment by
local climate resiliency
experts, whose mission
is to make sure no one is
adversely impacted by en-
vironmental or health bur-
dens. The haul road would
also include and increase
access to the waterfront
via walking and biking
paths. Hardly a burden!
This is only possible be-
cause the public Haul
Road creates a commer-
cial interest that will help
fund public access to the
waterfront with climate
resiliency measures, while
finding funds from the city
or state to pay solely for a
park on this stretch of land
is just simply unrealistic.
Lastly, AIR Inc. con-
tinues to describe the haul
road as “airport expan-

allowed to remain on the
ship for free tours until 6
p.m.

USS Constitution is open
to free public visitation
Wednesday through Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The USS Constitution
Museum is currently open
every day from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m.

USS Constitution is the
world’s oldest commis-
sioned warship afloat, and
played a crucial role in the

sion.” A trigger phrase
for some East Bostonians.
However, this fear tactic
is ineffective on us res-
idents who live near the
airport and must deal with
truck traffic and disrup-
tions daily. At the end of
the day, MassPort is not
relying on this small piece
of land between Route 1A
and Chelsea Creek. If they
want to expand terminals
or cargo or anything, they
will do so just as they have
in the past. Nearly every
cargo company that once
occupied buildings at Lo-
gan and was displaced
by the commuter runway
now resides in Chelsea or
points north of the City —
yet, the traffic from these
businesses remains HERE
in East Boston! Doesn’t
Eastie deserve these jobs
and investment? An in-
vestment that can be har-
nessed to improve our wa-
terfront and neighborhood
streets at the same time.
That’s a win for East-
ie and all my neighbors!
Don’t be swayed by scare
tactics; get the facts and
support the Haul Road.

Mariellen Dalton re-
sides in East Boston and is
co-founder of the Commit-
tee in Support of the East
Boston Haul Road

s annual tree lighting ceremony

Barbary Wars and the War
of 1812, actively defend-
ing sea lanes from 1797 to
1855.

The active-duty Sail-
ors stationed aboard USS
Constitution provide free
tours and offer public
visitation as they support
the ship’s mission of pro-
moting the Navy’s history
and maritime heritage and
raising awareness of the
importance of a sustained
naval presence.

GSCA / / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

der current zoning could
actually end up complying
with the proposed zoning
through PLAN: East Bos-
ton.

Other aspects of the
project include the pro-
posal containing  zero
parking spaces and plans
for a roof deck exclusive
to the fourth unit.

When a discussion
about the proposal opened
up, the first concern

brought up by an attendee
was the parking.

“There’s proposed on
this 11 bedrooms. Histor-
ically, what we’ve seen,
there’s about one car per
bedroom for people who
are buying at these price
levels, and I don’t neces-
sarily think the neighbor-
hood can really accommo-
date those 11 extra cars.”
said the attendee.

Lynds responded, ex-
plaining that parking op-
tions on the lower level
were explored and, at best,
two or three parking spac-

es could be included.

“While I understand the
comment about the park-
ing, we do feel that we
explored both options, and
the use of the space for
an accessible unit we feel
makes a lot more sense
overall and aligns pret-
ty much where the city is
going with new develop-
ments,” said Lynds

“We’re going to take a
chance in asking for the
relief for the parking on
this one,” he added.

Another attendee asked
about the state of zoning.
In part, Lynds described
the state of zoning as be-
ing in limbo.

“The way it works right
now is, I need to appeal
the determination of in-
spectional services based
upon the current zoning
because we filed for this
permit before any zoning
change is going to happen.
However, it’s important
that we overlay where the
zoning is going because

Your opinions, please

The Times welcomes letters to the editor.
Our mailing address is 385 Broadway,
Revere, MA 02151. Letters may also be
e-mailed to editor @eastietimes.com.
Letters must be signed. We reserve the right
to edit for length and content.

that is the guidance that
the Boston Planning and
Development Agency will
give to the zoning board,”
he said.

“We technically still
require relief, but it is
consistent with or largely
consistent with the direc-
tion for new zoning for the
area.”

As the discussion con-
tinued, an attendee com-
plimented the proposal,

and there was a conversa-
tion about the rear setback
as it relates to the neigh-
borhood context.

Concerning the next
steps, since this was the
first presentation of the
project to the GSCA, it
would need to be present-
ed again for a vote to be
held. The GSCA is not
scheduled to meet in De-
cember but will reconvene
on January 22.
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HARBORING CREATIVITY: LAUNCHING EAST BOSTON ARTISTS AT THE ICA WATERSHED

Photos and Story
by Marianne Salza

East Boston Artists
Group presented “Harbor-
ing Creativity: Launching
East Boston Artists at the
ICA Watershed” on No-
vember 18 and 19. The
show featured over 40
local artists — some estab-
lished and others exhibit-
ing their work for the first
time.

“This show has brought
a lot of East Boston art-
ists that were unknown to
us together, and created a

community. Now you get
a sense of who they are
and what they do,” said
Diane Monica, organiz-
er. “The partnership that
we have with the Insti-
tute of Contemporary Art
has been incredible. They
make sure the public has
access to this waterfront.”

Guests explored the
creations of innovative
artists  who  upcycled
waste products to create
sculptures, and represent-
ed their ancestry and heri-
tage through vibrant paint-
ings. Artists shared their

Painter, muralist, and scenic artist, Matt Baynes, with his
uncle, Christopher Jasper, and aunt, Nancy Jasper.

inspirations and processes
in developing

involved

abstract imagery, mixed

“The artists seem really
happy,” commented June
Krinsky-Rudder,  orga-

nizer. “Everything looks
wonderful. There is a vari-
ety of interesting works.”

media compositions, and
thought-provoking instal-
lations.

Atlantic Works Gallery members Joan Ryan and Diane

Teubner.

B. Amore explaining her artwork that comments on explor-
ing memory.

Maryellen Cahill, with her mixed media/fiber art, and
Leigh Hall, photographer, and acrylic painter.

Nick DiStefano and Peter Anthony, d|splay|ng mixed media

sculptures.

East Boston Artists Group presented Harboring Creativity: Launching East Boston Artists

at the ICA Watershed, on November 18 and 19

Javier Olivero, Bruno Benavides, photographer, Susan Fearnley, and John Greiner-Ferris,

visual artist.
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Jesus Morales, illustrator and pastel painter, and Brian
Burke, abstract and experimental painter.
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Kristen Martin-Aarnio and Audrina Warren explaining their collaborative installation that
comments on managing waste.
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Photos by Marianne Salza

A pancake breakfast
with Santa began the Sa-
cred Heart Parish’s Christ-
mas Bazaar on November
18. The fair featured a
variety of penny raffle
baskets, a toy game, and

SACRED HEART PARISH HOLDS CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

homemade baked goods.
Artisans sold handcrafted
rosary beads, soaps, and
hair accessories. Crotched
infant clothing, Catholic
children’s books, and hol-
iday wreathes were also
on display.

Bazaars coordinators, Cindy Forina and Theresa Malionek.
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Satnos, novice, of the Daughters of Saint Paul.
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Anouska Joassaint and wife, Nakita Turner, of “Home Bella,” with her brother, Dana Turner,
and mother, Cheryl Turner.
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Mia, Nick, Maria, Mason, and John Macaluso serving food.
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EBNHC celebrates Thanksgiving with turkey glve away

East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center (EB-
NHCO), the largest commu-
nity-based primary care
health system in Massachu-
setts celebrated Thanks-
giving by handing out
300 turkeys to community
members ahead of the holi-
day weekend. Recognizing
the crucial piece nutrition
plays in patient health, EB-
NHC has partnered with
American Red Cross Food
Pantry and Lovin’ Spoon-
fuls to organize weekly
food distributions from the
center’s Community Re-
source & Wellness Center
at 282 Meridian Street in
East Boston. Available by
appointment, East Boston

| DHfMtUH
i r?D(EH

neighbors come to the cen-
ter every Thursday to get
groceries, produce, meat
and canned items.

On Tuesday, ahead of
Thanksgiving, EBNHC’s
Community Resource
& Wellness Center wel-
comed community mem-
bers early to distribute
Thanksgiving meal Kkits
including turkeys, pota-
toes, produce and more
to East Boston families.
From 3:00 — 6:00 p.m.,
300 turkeys were distrib-
uted to help families cele-
brate the season of giving
and gratitude and encour-
age healthy eating as a
crucial piece of achieving
health equity.

Shown above, dozens of EBNHC staff, led by Care Navi-
gator Supervisor, Catharine Hemp, and Care Navigator
Coordinator, Margaret Keithline, helped to distribute more
than 300 turkeys and pork loin, thanks to EBNHC's contin-
ued partnership with the American Red Cross Food Pantry
so all can enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving meal.

Shown to the left, from left to right: EBNHC CEO Greg
Wilmot, EBNHC COO Ryan Boxill, Assistant Vice President
of Quality Heidi Emerson, EBNHC Patient Maria Cordova,
Chief Medical Officer Dr. Jackie Fantes and Assistant Vice
President of Strategy and Innovation, Hollis Graham, help
hand out food to community members.

National Parks of Boston hosts Pear]l Harbor Remembrance Day in Charlestown Navy Yard on Dec. 7

Special to the Independent

The National Parks of
Boston will host a gath-
ering of remembrance
at the USS Constitution
Museum followed by a
wreath-laying ceremony
on the World War Il-era
destroyer USS Cassin
Young to remember and
honor those who perished
in the December 7, 1941
attack on the U.S. Naval
Base at Pearl Harbor, Ha-
waii. USS Cassin Young
was named in honor of
U.S. Naval Commander
Cassin  Young, who re-
ceived honors for his ac-
tions during the Pearl Har-
bor attack.

December marks the
80th anniversary of the
commissioning of the
USS Cassin Young. On
Thursday, December 7,
this free three-part pub-
lic program will be held
in the Charlestown Navy
Yard starting at 11:30 a.m.
with lunch and a speak-
ing program at the USS
Constitution Museum,
followed by an outdoor
ceremony beside USS
Cassin Young, and con-
cluding with warm bev-
erages at the Charlestown
Navy Yard Visitor Center.
Lunch is provided by the
Mayor’s Office for Veter-
ans’ Services and Boston
Harbor Now is sponsoring
the beverages. Ceremony
speakers include National
Parks of Boston Superin-
tendent Michael Creasey,
USS Constitution Com-
mander Billie J. Farrell,
USS Constitution Mu-

seum President & CEO
Anne Grimes Rand, Mas-
sachusetts Executive Of-
fice of Veterans Services
Secretary Jon Santiago,
and Boston Commission-
er of Veterans’ Services
Robert Santiago. State and
city elected officials will
be among the attendees,
along with veterans and
USS Cassin Young vol-
unteers. The program will
include the USS Constitu-
tion and Flying Leather-
neck Honor Society Col-
or Guards and rifle and
cannon salutes from both
USS Cassin Young and
USS Constitution.

USS Cassin  Young
was named for U.S.
Navy Commander Cassin
Young, recipient of the
Medal of Honor for his
distinguished and heroic
actions during the attack
on Pearl Harbor, which
initiated the United States'
entry into World War II.
As commanding officer
of USS Vestal, which was
moored to USS Arizona,
Cmdr. Young took person-
al command of his ship’s
three-inch antiaircraft gun
at the beginning of the at-
tack. When the forward
magazine of Arizona was
hit, Cmdr. Young was
thrown overboard and in-
credibly swam back to his
ship amidst burning oil on
the water between the two
ships. Despite the subse-
quent bombing of Vestal,
Cmdr. Young moved his
ship away from Arizona to
save the ship and countless
lives. USS Cassin Young
has similarly served the

VISIT BCYF.PERFECTMIND.COM TO BECOME A
FOR YOUTH AGES 7-12, SEARCH MARTIN PINO

YOUTH AGES 13-16, SEARCH PARIS STREET

REGISTRATION FEE:

Boston Center:;
2 95 Yout, ?'ﬁ?

Lo I, Hichele W, Mayor

East Boston Youth Basketball League

CO-ED AGES: 7-16

PROGRAM WILL RUN ON SATURDAYS
BEGINNING ON12/3/22 - 3/18/23

REGISTRATION:

NOVEMBER 14, 2022 -
DECEMBER 3, 2022

LOCATION:

MEMBER. ALL MEMBERS MUST REGISTER ONLINE.
COMMUNITY CENTER-SPORTS COURSES-EBYBL.

COMMUNITY CENTER-SPORTS COURSES-EBYBL.

$35.00 PER PARTICIPANT DUE AT THE CENTER

Y.

PLAYERS CAN'T TURN 17 BEFORE 3/1/23

YOUTH AGES: 7-12
BCYF MARTIN PINO COMMUNITY CENTER
86 BOARDMAN ST. EAST BOSTON, MA 02128

FOR MORE INFO CALL LAUREN @ 617-635-5120
YOUTH AGES: 13-16
BCYF PARIS STREET COMMUNITY CENTER

112 PARIS ST. EAST BOSTON, MA 02128
FOR MORE INFO CALL CHRISTIAN @ 617-635-5125

country with distinction.
It was built in San Pe-
dro, California, typical of
the many Fletcher-class
destroyers serviced in the
Charlestown Navy Yard
during World War II. The
ship was commissioned at
the end of 1943 and first
saw action in the Pacific
Theatre in 1944. It took
part in the landings in the
Philippines, rescued sur-
vivors from the stricken
carrier USS Princeton,
screened the American
force that sank four Japa-
nese carriers in the battle
of Cape Engano, and sur-
vived two separate kami-
kaze hits, one of which
killed 21 crew members.
No stranger to Charles-
town, the ship was re-

called to service in 1951
and underwent modern-
ization at the shipyard on
several occasions during

the next decade before
finally hauling down its
commissioning pennant in

"On this day of remem-

brance and reflection, the

1960. See PEARL HARBOR Page 9

The USS Cassin Young in the Charlestown Navy Yard.

WINTHROP MARKE LACE

Your lndependent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE PAYS THURSPAY NOVEMBER 30TH THROUGH WEUNESPAY PECEMBER 6TH 2023

C 20 n;)g

Great geocesy Specials
Kraft Macaroni & Cheese 10/7410.00
(ex: gluten free) single box only
Campbell's Tomato or Chicken
Noodle Soup (Original only)
Best Yet Whipped Topping
Best Yet Flour 5 Ib bag
Best Yet Sugar 4 Ib bag
Nestles Morsels
Capri Sun Drinks
Hunts Snack Pack
Hunts Canned Tomatoes 28 ox
Best Yet Cranberry Sauce 14 oz
Prince Pasta
(ex: lasagna-jumbo shells-gluten free)
Betty Crocker Potatoes
Ore-lda Frozen Potatoes

Tropicana Orange Juice 52 oz

Philadelphia Soft Cream Cheese Tub 7.5-8 0z..2/%6.00
Chobani Greek Yogurt & Flips 4/45.00

([?ﬁb)g

%ﬂt

Oven Delight Individually

Wrapped Croissant 2/5$4.00
5" Cookies & Cream Cake...........cccoeeeeveeeeennnnnn.. $6.99
MinNi EClairs 5 Gt .cccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn. $3.99

Deli

Stella Slicing Provolone .........ccccccceeecueeaueenne. $4.99/Ib
Smithfield Virginia Smoked Ham.................. $4.99/1b
Margherita Genoa Salami.............ccccceceuuuneee. $799/1b
Dietz & Watson Classic Turkey Breast... $10.99/Ib
Cornershop Golden Roasted Chicken Breast ....$7.99/1b

Pooduce.

California Large Size Navel Oranges ............ $149/1b
Fresh & Crisp Super Select Cucumbers 2/41.00
Fresh Cello Cauliflower .........c.cccocveiiiiiineainnnnnn... $2.99
"Pick your Own" Red Potatoes

Fresh & Crisp Romaine Hearts 3 pk

"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Gamily Pack Specials
Center Cut Steaks .....ccceeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneennn, $4.99/1b

Bone In Chicken Thighs ......c.ccccoccevveencueennen. $1.69/1Ib
Chicken Drumsticks 79¢/1b

Top Round Roast.......cccccueeiiciiuiiiciccne. $4.89/1b
Perdue Grilled Short Cuts
[RepzEin [EE@en Gl 2 @F3ccacoocacooocnacacccccnoonnacacccoacoonc $5.99

llcchkerecd _SPpecicels
Friday, Pec. 1st through Sunday, Pec. 3rd
"while supplies last"”
BAKERY
8" Apple Crumb Pie ... $5.99
Black & White Cooki€s.........ccceeeuveecureecieaaiaannnnn. $399

DELI
Our Own Antipasto Salad..........ccccccceeeeeucannne $799/1b
Red Pastrami.....ccccccoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn. $11.99

PRODUCE

Fresh Express Classic Garden Salad 2/4300
Fresh & Crisp Romaine Lettuce ......................... $1.39
Fresh & Crisp Green Leaf Lettuce ..................... $1.29

MEAT
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Breast........ $2.39/1b
Best Yet Raw Shrimp 26-30ct 2Ilb bag ......... $799

GROCERY

Best Yet Butter

Best Yet Ice Cream

Dunkin Donuts Bagged Coffee..........ccceoueuenne.... $9.99

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP e (617) 846-6880

WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm
Not responsible for typographical errors.

We have the right to limit quantities.
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Crty Paws

Holiday Temptations

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

The last thing you want
included in the holiday
season iS an emergen-
cy veterinary visit. The
weeks ahead are busy for
everyone. Meanwhile,
your animals face more
temptations from visitors,
decorations, celebratory
food, holiday events, and
less watchful guardians.
Those with a new furry
companion may not know
that critters can decide to
eat items we might not see
as dangerous.

Shopping Notes

When you shop, take
note of possible dangers
for your cat or dog. Per-
haps the rest of the year,
you don’t put a bowl of
candy on an end table or
hang cookies on a tree.

String and ribbon are a
particular danger to cats.
They could end up in
surgery if they swallow
it. Emergency veterinar-
ians talk about the items
they’ve removed from
canine digestive systems.

Socks, pacifiers, and small
toys are common prob-
lems.

Consider dangers from
the toys you purchase for
your pets and take a good
look at anything someone
gives them as a holiday
gift. Some toys may be
dangerous if left alone
within the animal’s reach.

Your cat may adore
playing with a feather on
a string toy. This toy can
be safe when you active-
ly supervise the play and
examine the toy for any
weak spots. Anything that
can be pulled apart and
swallowed might cause a
blockage.

A dog’s interaction with
toys and the danger posed
depends on the animal's
size and the vitality of
their chewing. Our Westie
Poppy doesn’t tear stuffed
animals apart but is hard
on chew toys. Our experi-
ence with small terriers is
that they can destroy areg-
ular Kong toy but not the
Kong Extreme designed
for the hardest chewers.

Visitors and Gatherings

The lack of group cel-
ebrations during the pan-
demic may have made us
less aware of how visitors
can add to the possibility
of exposing our pets to
items they’ve not seen,
smelled, or been tempted
with before.

A handbag or coat
pocket left within reach
could contain something
as simple as sugarless
gum, mints, or candy your
dog might ingest. These
products often contain xy-
litol. The FDA says that if
your dog eats this artificial
sweetener, “..the conse-
quences could be deadly.”
They warn, “If you think
your dog may have eaten a
product containing xylitol,
call your vet, emergency
clinic, or animal poison
control center right away.”

Guests might slip your
animal a tasty tidbit from
their plate or bring a treat
or toy that’s not appropri-
ate for your cat or dog.
We don’t give our dog
wheat treats since those
can cause skin problems

PHOTO BY JAMIE STREET

If a visitor walks your dog, remind them that a stick, even this large, can be dangerous if a
piece is swallowed while chewing.

in Westies. If someone of-
fers an unknown biscuit to
Poppy, we give them one
of our oatmeal treats in-
stead.

Festive Settings

Holiday wreaths, trees,
and plants can also inter-
est dogs and cats. For the
most part, plants that are
labeled toxic are not nec-
essarily deadly. For exam-
ple, poinsettia is irritating,

can cause discomfort and
vomiting, and should be
out of reach of pets. On
the other hand, a piece of
a broken glass ornament
could damage the mouth
and GI system if ingested.

One of the best ways to
protect your animals is to
see your world from their
point of view. Play a qui-
et game of follow and see
where they go and what
they can reach. Watch

what interests them. And,
when you know you will
be busy, consider asking
someone else to super-
vise your animals during a
gathering. You might even
hire a young person who
loves animals for this task.

Do you have a question
or topic for City Paws?
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your
request.

Local Watershed Association adds four new experts to Board of Directors

Special to the Times

The  Mystic  River
Watershed ~ Association
(MyRWA) is pleased to
announce the addition
of Ryan Dings, Monica
Ghosh Driggers, Helen
Quach, and Kelly Ryan to
its Board of Directors on
October 24, 2023, bring-
ing expertise in climate
technology, environmen-
tal law, public health, and
finance.

Ryan Dings (he/him)
serves as the founding
chief executive officer of
ClimateHaven, a commu-
nity of climate technology
companies and the pas-
sionate people that sup-
port them. Rooted in New
Haven, CT, ClimateHaven
provides incubation, tar-
geted programming, and

Ryan Dings
valuable networks to cli-

matetech  entrepreneurs
working to build and scale
the technologies we need
to decarbonize the plan-
et. In addition to his role
at ClimateHaven, Ryan
is a venture partner for
Connecticut Innovations’
$100M ClimateTech
Fund, which is designed
to invest capital and strate-
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gic support in early-stage
companies whose tech-
nologies will address the
many challenges present-
ed by climate change. Prior
to these roles, Ryan served
as the Chief Operating
Officer & General Coun-
sel of Greentown Labs,
North America’s largest
climatetech incubator
with locations in Somer-
ville, MA and Houston,
TX. Prior to joining Gre-
entown Labs, Ryan served
as the Chief Operating Of-
ficer & General Counsel
of Sunwealth, where he
helped launch the Solar
Impact Fund, which in-
vested in the development
and long-term ownership
of commercial solar proj-
ects throughout the United
States. Ryan also served
on the executive team of
venture-backed  prefab
home builder Blu Homes
and has advised numerous
early-stage clean tech and
building tech companies
over the past 15 years. Be-
fore launching into clean
technology, Ryan started
his career practicing com-
mercial real estate law in
Charlotte, North Carolina.
Ryan holds graduate de-
grees in law from Wake
Forest University School
of Law and in design from
Harvard University Grad-
uate School of Design,
and a Bachelor of Arts
from UNC-Chapel Hill.
Ryan currently lives in the
Greater Boston area with
his wife, Kate Rigby, and
their two daughters.

“The Mystic River is

such an incredible re-
source for our region and
provides a vital connec-
tion to the natural world
for so many communities.
The benefits of a vibrant
Mystic River cannot be
understated, and the wa-
tershed’s role will only
grow in importance as
we navigate the challeng-
es presented by climate
change. I'm honored and
excited to join the MyR-
WA board and commit my
time and energy to making
the Mystic as healthy and
accessible for our commu-
nities today and genera-

Monica Ghosh Driggers

tions to come.”

Monica Ghosh Drig-
gers (she/her) is a resident
of Winchester. She studied
environmental law and be-
gan her career examining
water rights and forestry
issues in the Intermoun-
tain West. She went on to
spend 30 years working
closely with policy makers
to change state and federal
court processes, specializ-
ing in evaluating systems
that work with margin-

alized communities. She
has conducted long-term
studies on topics ranging
from domestic violence
to parole to the rights of
disabled persons. Having
never lost her commit-
ment to the environment,
she volunteered for many
years with MyRWA’s Poli-
cy Committee. She is now
a Senior Program Director
at the Massachusetts Riv-
ers Alliance, helping that
organization expand all
of the work it does to pro-
tect rivers. In her free time
Monica walks her dogs
along local riverways and
tries to become a better
watercolor painter.

"Several years ago I
moved to an area close
to Upper Mystic Lake
and noticed the Bald Ea-
gles flying overhead. This
beautiful welcome to my
new neighborhood in-
spired me to learn more
about the habitat of eagles
and the other wonderful
wildlife that we have here.
That's when I discovered
how much MyRWA does
to protect the ecosystem
supported by the Mystic
River. I decided to do my
part by joining the Policy
Committee and MyRWA
has been a great part of my
life ever since. MyRWA
gives me the opportunity
to do something for my
community while teach-
ing me new things about
the places and the people
that surround me."

Helen Quach (she/
her) was born and raised
in Boston, and is now a
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Helen Quach

resident of Wakefield. Her
professional background
is in the field of non-profit
and public healthcare, and
she is currently working
as Executive Assistant
to the Dean at the Office
of Faculty Affairs at the
Harvard School of Public
Health. Helen has always
been passionate about
advocating and volun-
teering, and in the past
has dedicated her time to
the Department of Youth
Services and Chinese
Progressive Association.
Now she spends most of
her time helping with all
things dragon boat related
from the Boston Dragon
Boat Festival to running
her team, Living Root
Dragon Boat, now based
in the Rivergreen Park in
Everett. Helen favorites
include distance running,
paddling, hiking, and
walking miles upon miles
with her senior beagle.

"l became involved
with the Mystic River
Watershed  Association
(MyRWA) a couple of
years ago, after volunteer-
ing at the annual Mystic
River Herring and Paddle,
plus running and paddling
the race almost every year
since 2015. I felt inspired
by all the hard work that
the MyRWA does to keep
our waterways clean and
accessible to underrepre-
sented communities, and
learned about the pro-
grams that they provide
to enrich the lives of the
communities, education-
al programs for youth,
and overall, fostering a
healthy and vibrant en-
vironment for the water-
shed. Just from reading
their newsletter, you know
MyRWA does a lot! As a
board member, 1 hope I
can contribute to spread
awareness of MyRWA's
mission, and represent the
organization well in any
capacity.”

See MyWRA Page 9
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Edwards named recipient of
2023 Winners Circle Award

Special to the Times

Senator Edwards is
honored to announce her
recognition as a recipient
of the prestigious Massa-
chusetts Women's Politi-
cal Caucus (MWPC) 2023
Winners Circle Award.
This award celebrates dis-
tinguished business, com-
munity, and civil leaders
who have made significant
contributions to advanc-
ing policies and programs
that empower women and
communities.

Senator Edwards' com-
mitment to fostering gen-
der equality and empow-
ering women in all spheres
of life, including in the
workplace, education, and
politics, aligns with the
MWPC's mission. Her ad-
vocacy for equal pay, com-
prehensive healthcare, and
educational opportunities
for women and girls has
been a cornerstone of her
legislative work.

The MWPC's Winners

Circle Award not only
acknowledges  achieve-
ments but also encourages
continued leadership and
advocacy in key areas af-
fecting women, including
economic independence,
political participation, and
access to healthcare.

Senator Edwards, con-
sidering this recognition,
reaffirms her dedication
to championing the rights
and advancement of wom-
en in all sectors of society.
She also congratulates her
fellow honorees who have
shown exceptional leader-
ship and commitment to
these crucial issues.

The Massachusetts
Women's Political Caucus
is a nonpartisan organiza-
tion dedicated to increas-
ing the number of women
elected to public office and
appointed to public policy
positions. The MWPC of-
fers programs that provide
women with the tools and
resources they need to be-
come effective leaders.

Peal Harbor // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

National Parks of Boston
is proud to honor the ser-
vice people of the United
States Navy past and pres-
ent, and share the histo-
ry of USS Cassin Young
with visitors from around
the world,” said National
Parks of Boston Superin-
tendent Michael Creasey.

Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day marks the
beginning of a weekend
of programs and events
related to the U.S. Navy
and Armed Forces. On
December 8, Navy mid-
shipmen and Army ca-
dets compete in “Patriot
Games” around the city,
which includes a relay
race from the Charlestown
Navy Yard to Bunker Hill
Monument and back. Lat-
er that evening, USS Con-
stitution hosts its annual
tree lighting ceremony.
The 2023 Army-Navy
Game takes place at Gil-
lette Stadium on Decem-
ber 9.

The National Parks of
Boston is a collection of
three National Park Ser-
vice sites — Boston Na-
tional Historical Park,
Boston African American
National Historic Site, and
Boston Harbor Islands
National and State Park.
Established by individual
legislation and for desig-
nated purposes, the three
units have come together

under a unified organiza-
tional umbrella to collabo-
rate in ways that celebrate
our cultural heritage, re-
connect people to history
and nature, and provide
outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities on land and on the
water. For more informa-
tion, visit: www.nps.gov/
bost, www.nps.gov/boaf,
and www.bostonharboris-
lands.org.

The USS Constitution,
America's Ship of State,
is the world’s oldest com-
missioned warship afloat
and played a crucial role
in the Barbary Wars and
the War of 1812, actively
defending sea lanes from
1797 to 1855. USS Con-
stitution was undefeated
in battle and destroyed or
captured 33 opponents.
The ship earned the nick-
name of Old Ironsides
during the War of 1812
when British cannonballs
were seen bouncing off
the ship’s wooden hull.
The active-duty Sailors
stationed aboard USS
Constitution provide free
tours and offer public
visitation as they support
the ship’s mission of pro-
moting the Navy’s history
and maritime heritage and
raising awareness of the
importance of a sustained
naval presence. For infor-
mation, visit www.navy.
mil/uss-constitution/.
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FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

BOSTON FAIR HOUSING COMMISSION
One City Hall Plaza, Suite 966
Boston, MA 02201-1054

CAMBRIDGE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
51 Inman Street
Cambridge, MA 02139-1732

CONNECTICUT COMMISSION ON HUMAN
RIGHTS & OPPORTUNITIES

21 Grand Street, 4th Floor

Hartford, CT 06106-1561

MAINE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
51 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333
207-624-6050

MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION
One Ashburton Place, Room 601
Boston, MA 02108-1599

RHODE ISLAND COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
180 Westminster Street, 3" floor

Providence, RT 02903-3768

401-222-2661/62

VERMONT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
135 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, VT 05633-6301

NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
2 Chenell Drive
Concord, NH 03301-9053

NEW HAVEN COMMISSION ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
200 Orange Street, Room 402

New Haven, CT 06510

203-946-8160/8165

OBITUARIES

Donald H. Larsen, Sr.

Of East Boston

Donald H. Larsen, Sr.
of East Boston passed
away peacefully at home
surrounded by his loving
family on Sunday, No-
vember 26 on the day of
“Our Lord Jesus Christ
King of the Universe”,
after a lengthy battle of
Pleural Mesothelioma.

He was the devoted
husband of Linda (Cogli-
ani) Larsen of East Bos-
ton, the son of the late
Herbert “Chocs” Larsen
and Mary (Penny) Lars-
en. Mr. Larsen is survived
by his three children:
Lori (Larsen) Porazinski
and her husband, Joseph
Porazinski of Bradford,
Donald H. Larsen, Jr. and
his wife, Diane (Kokosz-
ka) Larsen of Framing-
ham and Reid Larsen and
his wife Shannon (Wass)
Larsen of Saugus. He
was the “POPS” to nine
wonderful grandchildren,
Raymond Douglas and his
wife, Gabriella, Joey Po-
razinski, Rebecca Garon
and her husband, Shane,
Nikolas Shionis, Georgie
Shionis, Kyle Porazinski,
Donnie “TLHP” Larsen,
Olivia Larsen, Nelly Lars-
en and one great-grand-
child, Maverick Garon as
well as several nieces and
nephews; two brothers:
Billy Joy and his late wife,
Terry and Bobby Larsen

and his late wife, Joanie.
He was predeceased by
his sister, Ann Reed and
her late husband, Bill.

Relatives and friends
are invited to attend visit-
ing hours in the Magrath
Funeral Home, 336 Chel-
sea St. [at Day Sq] East
Boston, today, Wednes-
day, November 29 from 4
to 7 p.m. Funeral Mass in
the Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, 133 Beach
St.,  Revere, Thursday
morning, November 30 at
10 a.m. Please go direct-
ly to the church. Inter-
ment will be in Woodlawn
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations in Don’s memory
to The Granite VNA at
graniteVNA .org would be
appreciated. Please leave
messages of condolence
for Don’s family on his
Tribute Page at Magrath-
FuneralHome.com.

MYWRA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Kelly Ryan (she/her),
CPA is a Vice President at
JPMorgan. She has over
15 years working in var-
ious aspects of the fund
services industry. She has
recently received a Cer-
tificate in ESG Investing
from the CFA Institute.
Kelly holds a B.A. from
College of the Holy Cross,
where her deep commit-
ment to serving others was
ingrained. She is a resident
of Boston and can often be
found strolling around the
Harbor.

“The Mystic River is
part of my family history,
and I am honored to be
able to assist MyRWA in
continuing its unbeliev-
ably powerful work for
the watershed and all its
residents as a board mem-
ber.”

At the Mystic River
Watershed  Association
annual meeting, Charles

Kelly Ryan

Holley, Maricia Manong,
John Reinhardt, and Brit-
ney Satterlee were also
re-elected to second-terms
on the Board of Direc-
tors. The board, which is
now 17 members strong,
is charged with organiza-
tional oversight, leader-
ship in strategic planning
and connecting to the wid-
er community. MyRWA is
led by professional staff
and also organizes thou-
sands of volunteers work-
ing together on a proj-
ect-by-projectbasis.

The Mystic River Wa-
tershed Association works
to improve the lives of
the more than 600,000
residents of Mystic River
communities through its
efforts to protect and re-
store water quality, natu-
ral habitat and open space
throughout the 76 square
mile watershed. The Mys-
tic River watershed is
comprised of 21 commu-
nities: Arlington, Belmont,
Boston (Charlestown &
East Boston), Burlington,
Cambridge, Chelsea, Ev-
erett, Lexington, Malden,
Medford, Melrose, Read-
ing, Revere, Somerville,
Stoneham, Wakefield,
Watertown, Wilmington,
Winchester, Winthrop,
Woburn. For more infor-
mation see www.Mysti-
cRiver.org.

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL HOME

Luigi Capone
Of Amesbury, formerly of East Boston

Luigi Capone, 74, of
Amesbury, formerly of
East Boston, passed away
peacefully on Monday,
November 20.

The devoted husband of
50 years to Emilia (Strac-
cia) Capone, he was the
loving son of the late Lu-
igi and Maria (Melillo)
Capone. devoted father
of Luigi Capone and his
wife, Michelle of Beverly
and Carmine Capone of
Amesbury; dear brother of
the late Michael Capone
and his late wife, Nancy
and brother in law of Ma-
ria and Salvatore Cuccini-
ello; cherished grandfather
of Marco Capone, Nicho-
las Capone, Emily Capone
and Anthony Aguilar. He
is also survived by his lov-
ing nieces and nephews.

Family and friends will
honor Luigi's life by gath-
ering at Ruggiero Family
Memorial Home ~ North
Shore Chapel, 10 Chestnut
Street, Peabody on Thurs-
day, November 30th from

28
—

9 to 10:30 a.m. before
leaving in procession to a
Funeral Mass honoring his
life at 11 a.m. at St. John's
the Baptist Church, 17
Church Street, Peabody.
Services will conclude
with Luigi being laid to
rest at Union Cemetery in
Amesbury. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial donations
may be made in Luigi's
name to the Kidney Foun-
dation, Attn: Gift Process-
ing at National Kidney,
30 East 33rd Street, New
York NY 10016. To leave
an online condolence visit
www.ruggieromh.com.

Arturo Mele

Retired mason who loved gardening and old
world traditions

Arturo Mele of East
Boston, formerly of Avel-
lino, Italy died on Novem-
ber 17,2023.

The beloved husband of
Sessina (Penta) Mele, he
was the loving father of
Anthony, Dino, Pasquale
“Pat” and the late John
Mele; father-in-law of
Christine, Vanessa and
Julie; cherished Nonno of
Tess, Robert, Gio, Antho-
ny, Angelina, Gianna, Al-
exandra, Matthew, Sessina
and Luca.

Arturo immigrated to
East Boston from Avellino
in 1963. He and his wife
settled on Havre Street
and have remained in the
same house for 52 years.

He worked as a mason
all over Massachustts and
loved gardening and his
old world traditions. He
enjoyed wine-making and
making his tomato sauce
from his own home-grown
tomatoes and basil.

Arturo’s Funeral ser-
vices were held privately
on Wednesday, November
22, concluding with En-
tombment in Woodlawn
Versailles Mausoleum.

Donations in his mem-
ory to support end-of-life
care can be made payable
to Mass. General Hospi-
tal (Arturo Mele Tribute)
would be greatly appre-

ciated by his family and
mailed to: Mass General
Hospital Development Of-
fice, 125 Nashua St., Suite
540, Boston, MA 02114.

Please leave messag-
es of condolence for the
family on Arturo’s Tribute
Page on MagrathFuneral-
Home.com.

ST. CLARE NOVENA
Ask for 3 favors, 1
business, 2 impossible,
say 9 Hail Marys with a
lighted candle for 9
days, publish on the 9th
day, also say this prayer
for 9 days. May the
most Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised,
adored, glorified and
loved today and every
day throughout the
world forever.
Amen. JL

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of
$150.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588

- L

To place a
memoriam
in the
Times Free Press,
please call

781-485-0588
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PARK PROJECT

APPROVED

CHELSEA - The City
Council took care of busi-
ness quickly last week, ap-
proving several financial
matters that had previous-
ly come before the council
and addressing some traf-
fic issues in the city.

The council voted 8-0
to appropriate money for
park projects at 212 Con-
gress Ave. and 88 Clinton
St. Councilors Judith Gar-
cia, Tanairi Garcia, and
Melinda Vega were ab-
sent from Monday night’s
meeting.

The proposed park at
212 Congress Ave. re-
ceived a $500,000 state
PARC grant that is reim-
bursable, so City Manag-
er Ned Keefe asked the
council to appropriate
$850,000 for the project,
of which the $500,000
will be reimbursed. The
council previously appro-
priated $350,000 through
the Capital Improvement
Program for the project.

The council approved
appropriating leftover
funds from the Voke Park
renovation project for use
for the 88 Clinton St. proj-
ect.

In other business, Dis-
trict 6 Councilor Giovanni
Recupero filed a motion
asking that the city’s Af-
fordable Housing Trust
Fund Board look into
dedicating all affordable
housing opportunities to
Chelsea residents.

“We keep building af-
fordable housing, but it’s
always (less and less)
Chelsea people who live
there,” said Recupero. “If
you build affordable hous-
ing, build it for people
who are here.”

Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an Hatleberg said he also
respects the idea of giving
us much affordable hous-
ing as the city can to res-
idents who already live in
Chelsea, but he added that
he is sensitive to federal
fair housing laws that dic-
tate how much affordable
housing can be set aside
for residents and non-res-
idents of a community.

“I do not object (to the
motion), but I also want to
make it very clear that we
do not violate fair housing
law,” said Hatleberg.

District 8 Councilor
Calvin Brown also agreed
that it was a sensitive is-
sue, but added that he
would like to see the city
work on some sort of pro-
cess where current Chel-

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

sea residents get the high-
est priority for affordable
units.

“We build so much af-
fordable housing, but we
have to make sure our res-
idents get their fair share,”
said Brown.

Recupero also intro-
duced a motion asking
that the public works com-
missioner remove a rubber
mat obstructing the handi-
cap ramp near the bus stop
on Broadway at Everett
Avenue. Councilors Enio
Lopez and Todd Taylor
both noted that there are
handicap accessibility is-
sues at that location as
well as a number of others
throughout the city that
need to be addressed.

In another motion, Re-
cupero asked that the pub-
lic works department paint
all the speed bumps in the
city for greater visibility.

STADIUM PLANS IN

EVERETT

EVERETT - Sen. Sal
DiDomenico said a pro-
posal for the building of
a professional soccer sta-
dium and waterfront park
on a parcel of land across
Route 99 from Encore
Boston Harbor, is now in a
Senate and House confer-
ence committee.

The Senate approved in
its supplemental budget
last week a measure that
would remove the par-
cel of land from a Mystic
River designated port area
(DPA). The measure was
not included in the House
of Representatives’ ver-
sion of the bill.

“We’re hopeful that we
can resolve this in con-
ference committee,” said
DiDomenico. “This is
an important project for
our community, turning a
blighted industrial zone —
(the former Constellation
Energy power plant that
is now owned by Wynn
Resorts) into a new soccer
stadium and open space,
with jobs and amenities
the community can en-
joy.”

The Kraft family, who
own the New England
Revolution soccer team
in addition to the New
England Patriots football
team, would reportedly in-
vest more than $600 mil-
lion into the Everett devel-
opment that would include
a 25 ,000-seat soccer stadi-
um and a waterfront park.

Soccer fans in the area
are understandably very
excited about the possi-
bility of a soccer-specif-

WINTHROP VIKINGS TAKE HOME THE TROPHY
IN ANNUAL POWDERPUF GAME VS REVERE

The WHS Lady Vikings grabbing the Thanksgiving Trophy and raising high in the air in
victory following their 22-0 defeat of the Revere Patriots during the annual Powderpuff

game.

ic stadium being built in
Everett. The Revolution
currently play their MLS
home games in Foxboro
at Gillette Stadium, which
has a seating capacity of
approximately 66,000.

DiDomenico is being
credited for bringing all
the key parties together,
especially  environmen-
tal groups, ensuring that
“they had a seat at the ta-
ble and their voices were
heard.”

DiDomenico said Mon-
day that he was optimistic
that the House and Senate
conference committee can
resolve the differences be-
tween the two sides in the
House and Senate bills.
The conference commit-
tee, which was formed last
Wednesday, consists of
three members from each
legislative branch — the
Ways and Means Chair-
persons (Sen. Mike Ro-
drigues and Rep. Aaron
Michlewitz), the Ways and
Means Vice Chairpersons
(Sen. Cindy Friedman
and Rep. Ann-Margaret
Ferrante), and the ranking

Republicans (Sen. Patrick
O’Connor and Rep. Todd
Smola).

The thought of a
Kraft-caliber professional
soccer stadium and devel-
opment and a world-class,
five-star resort casino
within walking distance
of each other in Ever-
ett would not have been
imaginable years ago.

But that day could be
approaching, and Sen. Di-
Domenico is among the
state leaders and sports
fans closely watching the
negotiations of the newly
formed House and Senate
conference committee.

“This legislative change
[of the Designated Port
Area] will allow the pub-
lic process to move for-
ward on a project that will
be transformational and a
huge environmental win
for our community,” said
DiDomenico.

RIZZO SEEKS

RECOUNT
REVERE - A recount
of the city’s Nov. 7 may-
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TRANSCRIPT

oral election has been ap-
proved by the city’s Board
of Election Commission-
ers.

Councillor-at-Large
Dan Rizzo successfully
filed for the recount after
losing the race to Acting
Mayor Patrick Keefe by
a little over 350 votes in
the unofficial results. On
Monday night, the Board
of Election Commission-
ers approved moving
ahead with the recount,
which will be held in two
segments on Friday, Dec.
1 and Saturday, Dec. 2, ac-
cording to Election Com-
missioner Paul Fahey.

Rizzo, who was elected
to a single term in office
before losing two close
contests to former Mayor
Brian Arrigo, released a
statement that said it was
important for every vote
to be counted.

“It is important to me
and our committee that
every single vote was
counted and that the peo-
ple who took the time to
either early vote, mail in
vote, or absentee vote are
ensured that their vote
was adequately repre-
sented in the final totals,”
Rizzo stated. “I had asked
for a reconciliation of all
the ballots, which was re-
fused, so there was no
other way to receive that
information other than fil-
ing for a formal recount.
This is part of the political
process, and I look for-

ward to completing the re-
count in a timely manner.”

Keefe, who took over as
Acting Mayor early in the
year when Arrigo left for
the top job at the DCR, re-
leased his own statement
in response to Rizzo’s re-
quest for the recount.

“It is truly dishearten-
ing, that after having con-
ceded, my opponent has
made the decision to pur-
sue an unnecessary and
costly recount of an elec-
tion he lost,” stated Keefe.

Keefe went on to note
that while the recount
was disheartening, it was
not surprising, given that
Rizzo also requested a re-
count in one of his losses
to Arrigo. However, Keefe
noted that his margin of
victory was widest of any
Rizzo has requested a re-
count for.

Throughout the cam-
paign, Keefe said there
were no questions or
concerns raised about the
city’s handling of early
voting, and that both cam-
paigns were present to
monitor the process.

Fahey said that if there
are any questions about
the integrity of a vote or
problems with voting or
ballots, they should be
directed to the election of-
fice.

In his statement, Keefe
also claimed that support-
ers and observers from
Rizzo’s camp “found it
necessary to throw racial-
ly charged accusations”
at some voters, but found
no reason to actually file
a claim with the election
officials present.

Keefe said he will not
let the recount process
slow down his administra-
tion.

“In the coming days,
our administration will
move forward with a tran-
sition team and inaugura-
tion plans,” Keefe stated.
“City Hall will continue to
work on behalf of its res-
idents. Brighter days are
ahead for our city. May
we all look forward to cel-
ebrating a bright holiday
season together.”

The first portion of the
recount will take place on
Friday, Dec. 1 beginning
at 9 a.m., when the elec-
tion department will sort
the cast ballots into blocks
of 50 for the hand count
at City Hall in the council
chambers. There will be
10 clerks blocking the bal-
lots in preparation for the
recount.

The recount itself will
take place on Saturday,
Dec. 2 beginning at 9 a.m.
at the Revere High School
Gymnasium, fieldhouse
entrance. There will be 24
tally clerks hand counting
the ballots and recording
the count results, accord-
ing to Fahey.

The cost of the recount
will be borne by the city,

See POLICE Page 11
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$10k bail for Boston man charged with armed carjacking in East Boston

Special to the Times

A Boston man with two
open larceny cases was ar-
raigned last week in East
Boston District Court for
holding a gun against an-
other man’s back and driv-
ing off with his car last
month, Suffolk District
Attorney said.

Ricardo Encarnacion,
29, is charged with armed
carjacking with a firearm.
Judge Joseph Griffin or-
dered Encarnacion held on
$10,000 bail. Encarnacion
is due back in court on De-
cember 12 for a pre-trial
hearing.

At about 7:15 p.m. on
October 22, Boston po-
lice responded to Saratoga
Street in East Boston and
spoke to the caller, who
said he was just robbed at

gunpoint and his vehicle
had been stolen. The vic-
tim told police he agreed
to meet a man in the park-
ing lot of 1150 Saratoga
Street to sell him sneakers.
When the victim arrived,
an  unidentified male
wearing all black asked
to see the sneakers. While
the victim was opening
his trunk, a white vehicle
pulled up next to them and
another unidentified male
wearing a ski mask and
vest approached the vic-
tim and pointed what the
victim thought was a gun
against the victim’s back.
As the victim stepped
away, he observed what
appeared to be a black
and silver firearm. The
unidentified man with
the firearm pulled the car

keys from the victim and
jumped into the victim’s
vehicle and drove toward
Orient Heights train sta-
tion at a high rate of speed.
The other individual took
off in the white vehicle.
The victim told police he
recognized the voice and
general appearance of the
armed male as someone
he only knew as “Lu”
because he had sold him
sneakers on several occa-
sions.

Officers  broadcasted
the victim’s license plate
number and descriptions
of the two men. Officers
were able to locate the
victim’s vehicle parked
across 49 Barnes Avenue,
unoccupied.

The victim provided
investigators with “Lu’s”

Region// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Fahey added. The final
cost will depend on factors
including the overtime
and detail pay for police
officers and maintenance
workers at the high school

cinct 6 Councilor Stephen
Ruggiero. “I  couldn’t
think of a better person to
name this after.”

A member of the Win-
throp High School Class
of 1945, Domenico was an

and the pay for the clerks.

Fahey estimated the fi-
nal cost could be around
$20,000-$25,000.

TENNIS COURTS
TO BE DEDICATED

TO DOMENICO

WINTHROP - The
tennis courts at Ingleside
Park will be dedicated and
named after former Win-
throp High School Princi-
pal and tennis coach John
Domenico.

Last week, the Town
Council unanimously ap-
proved the recommenda-
tion of the town’s memori-
als committee to dedicate
the courts in Domenico’s
honor.

“I had the pleasure of
meeting Mr. Domenico
when I was playing high
school tennis,” said Pre-

athlete, coach, teacher and
administrator at Winthrop
High School. He was cap-
tain of his baseball team in
1945 and the winner of the
Bentley Swift Award giv-
en at graduation to the boy
who has done the most for
athletics during his high
school years.

Domenico played base-
ball at Northeastern Uni-
versity and tennis at the
University of Maine from
which he graduated. He
became the WHS baseball
coach in 1953 and served
in that capacity until 1960.
He was the principal of
Winthrop High School
from 1970 to 1986 and the
WHS boys tennis coach
for many years.

“'m not from Win-
throp, so I don’t know the
long history, but every

time his name comes up,
he’s so highly regarded
both as a principal and as
a tennis coach,” said Pre-
cinct 2 Councilor John
Munson.

In other business, the
council approved the use
of Election Voter Infor-
mation Input Machines, or
poll pads, in future elec-
tions.

The iPad-like devic-
es are synced to the state
computers to provide rap-
id voting information on
the precincts for voters
when they arrive at the
polls. They are not used
for voting itself.

Town Clerk Denise
Quist said the town al-
ready has 8 poll pads, but
needs to let the state know
of any changes in election
procedures so that they
can be used inside polling
locations.

Quist said the poll pads
should help speed up the
voting process during
elections.

phone number, which
came back to a Ricardo
Encarnacion, who had a
GPS monitoring device
for an unrelated pending
case. GPS data showed
Encarnacion in the park-
ing lot area of 1150 Sara-
toga Street then on Barnes
Avenue, where the vehicle
was recovered.

Encarnacion has pend-
ing larceny cases out of
Framingham and Waltham
district courts.

“This individual de-
ceived and targeted the
victim based on previous
interactions.  Thankfully
this incident did not result
in any physical injuries
and the individual was

quickly identified and ap-
prehended. Committing
another crime while wear-
ing a GPS monitoring de-
vice is extremely brazen
and warrants additional
bail conditions,” Hayden
said.

All charged individu-
als are presumed innocent
until and unless proven
guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt.

Suffolk County District
Attorney Kevin Hayden’s
office serves the commu-
nities of Boston, Chelsea,
Revere, and Winthrop,
Mass. The office handles
over 20,000 cases a year.
More than 160 attorneys
in the office practice in

nine district and munici-
pal courts, Suffolk Supe-
rior Court, the Massachu-
setts Appeals Court, the
Supreme Judicial Court,
and the Boston Juvenile
Courts. The office em-
ploys some 300 people
and offers a wide range of
services and programs to
serve anyone who comes
in contact with the crim-
inal justice system. This
office is committed to ed-
ucating the public about
the services we provide,
our commitment to crime
prevention, and our dedi-
cation to keeping the res-
idents of Suffolk County
safe.
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REAL ESTATE
Sales * Rentals
Land » Commercial
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Professional « Medical
General » Services
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HELP WANTED SPACE FOR RENT

Personal Care
Attendant

EVERETT - Personal
Care attendant need-

ads, deadlines
are Monday by 4
p.m. Call 781-485-

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

$2,500, 2 parking spaces.
Post Office Bldg., E.Boston
617-569-2016

L. P .,
SPARTAN CONTRACTING DNominic
CLEAN(NG Building & Remodeling
SERVICE Kitchen ¢ Bathroom | | S/ atninian
Since 1978 Additions < Porches m—
COMMERCIAL Replacement windows | [ESUSSEIMARR=IISIo,
CARPET am DPHOLSTERY Garages & Decks
C‘I‘.NE ANING Siding - All Types
Satisfaction Guaranteed LUIGI: \

Call (617) 846-0142 B,
617-593-4532 FREE ESTIMATES A
6117-567-2926 ... LICENSED ... i

Removes Dirt + Cleans - Deodorizes INSURED
Complete Office Cleaning

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

RICH BUILDERS

Winthrop, MA 02152

Licensed & Insured
617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior ® Construction
Remodeling * Painting

Over 25 years

n business

FREE Estimates

—

< )
¢ Painting & Decor
e Light Carpentry
e Finish Carpentry
More than
30 years experience

Call Dennis

Petrosino / Prompt Service is
my Business

617-363-6529

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com
MA #E32101

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140

HOME
REPAIR &
IMPROVEMENT

’ HOME ‘
REPAIR?

Residential &
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

Call AL COY
617-539-0489 | LLLLUILIAH
Masonry & 181'199'1862

Chimney Pointing,
Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

YOUR

AD
HERE

LANDSCAPING
RAY'S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES

5

P4 Mowing - Weeding
= Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

781-307-0947

Call RAY — 781-526-1181

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work

Free Estimates!

PAINTING

JOHNT.
!‘( RECCA »!
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured

Quality Work
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

ed. Multiple shifts 0588

available. Hablo —
espaiiol Please call SELLING YOUR
Susan 617-389-6190  AUTO? Call for our
n/19 4 week special! Call
—_— 781-485-0588 or
DEADLINES: For fax the ad to 781-
dassified line 485-1403

Sell You

For Advertising Rates,
Call 617-884-2416

Do You Want To

r Home?

Our Advertisers

have clients

East Boston -

waiting to buy!

List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

Times-Free Jress

Company

ates!

JoeBertino Owner:
978-376-6661

Interior; and!Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Nick.
D’Agostino
Professional

Painter

Cell:
617-270-3178

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

D 1 .
PAINTING
FULL INTERIOR

SMALL EXTERIOR
poMeNIco 617-365-5451

TOMMY
PRINTINGI&'REMODELING
SERVICES
Call Don Falzarano
611-846-6353

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath - Cabinets, Granite Counters -Doors+Window * Decks
Enclosurer - Pavers + Blockwalls - Additions - Interior+Exterior Painting

| ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS |

1 col. x
2 inches

PLASTERING

AUGUSTA
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
* Blueboard * Plastering

Jim 617-567-5927
Free Estimates
978-777-6611

1 col. x
1 inch
$60.00

SONNY'S

IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
161-248-8297

Licensed
Insured

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry

Free estimates
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ANNUAL EAST BOSTON THANKSGIVING DINNER HOSTED BY STATE REP. ADRIAN MADARO

and his family hosted a

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian o
Thanksgiving meal open

Continuing a tradition to all at the Salesian Boys
set by his predecessor Car- And Girls Club in East
lo Basile, Massachusetts Boston.

State Rep Adrian Madaro

L i VST
Massachusetts State Rep Adrian Madaro with Boston City Councilor Gabriela Gigi Coletta and Mayor Michelle Wu with
volunteers Elaine Grato and Asgie Burnett.
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Boston City Councilor Gabriela Gigi Coletta with partner
Sebastian Zapata.

a1 |
Staff member for Councilor Coletta Sebastian Parra and
Adam Barriga prepare the bags of Thanksgiving dinners to
be picked up or brought to those who can’t make it in to
the Salesian Boys And Girls Club.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu and Massachusetts State Rep
Adrian Madaro speak with Dennis Giarla.

Frania Santos with Boston Mayor Michelle Wu.

Jalysse Urbaez (right) passes plates of food to Councilor
Coletta’s Chief Of Staff Ellie Sanchez to be brought to
guests in the dining room.

, v Sl A L —
Massachusetts State Rep Adrian Madaro (2nd from left) with his mother Debra Cave, sons Matteo and Nico Madaro, wife Marie Fevrier hugs Massachusetts State Rep Adrian Mada-
Ariel Madaro, sister Lauren Owens, neice Maya Bond, and father Jacopo Madaro.

/ A

Massachusetts State Rep Adrian Madaro with Boston Ricardo and Rafa Patrén with Boston City Councilor Gabri-  Rocio Cabarcas, Cristy Scott, and Josh Schmidt (Jefferies
School Commissioner for Region 1 Tommy Welch and May-  ela Gigi Coletta. Point Neigborhood Association).
or Michelle Wu.
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: = - Councilor Coletta’s Chief Of Staff Ellie Sanchez, Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, and Massachu-
Volunteers Isaac Soldz with Brenda, Emi Welch, and Madeline Kim. setts State Rep Adrian Madaro with guests at the Thanksgiving meal.



