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Residents turned out in costume to celebrate El Dia de los Muertos.

DIA DE LOS MUERTOS CELEBRATION IN EAST BOSTON

Special to the Times-Free Press

Thousands of people
had the opportunity to cel-
ebrate El Dia de los Muer-
tos (Day of the Dead), a
3-day celebration hon-
oring and remembering
community loved ones
who have passed away.
The celebration took place
from Sunday, October 29,
through Thursday, No-
vember 2.

“El Dia de los Muer-
tos,” New England’s larg-
est (Day of the Dead) Cel-
ebration, is a thoughtful
observance of death in our
lives and supports com-
munity cohesion and local
businesses in the Central
Square and Liberty Square
districts organized by the
Veronica Robles Cultural
Center (VROCC), includ-
ing the traditional “Cel-
ebrate Life” Festival and
the Catrina’s Parade.

This year was extra
special since VROCC is
celebrating its tenth anni-
versary, bringing this rich
tradition to East Boston.
VROCC also partnered
with the ICA Watershed to

Dia de los Muertos celebration.

present a one-of-its-kind
Day of the Dead Altars
exhibit created by local
artists and community
members, VROCC also
partnered with Illuminus
Boston to offer a unique
Light Show and DS4SI
to bring the celebration
to Dorchester and acti-
vate the Community Altar.

All events around El

dia de los Muertos were
admission free and acces-
sible to all age groups and
fosters  intergeneration-
al conversations among
the community members
though community work-
shops on healing and resil-
ience, dance and healing
circles at the Community
Altar at Central Square
Park.

Boston Public Schools
students had the opportu-
nity to visit the exhibit and
engaged with the altars
through guided tours, bi-
lingual activity cards, in-
teractive workshops, and
multimedia. Veronica Ro-
bles and members of her
Mariachi band close the

See CELEBRATION Page 7

Fundraising for East Boston Holiday lighting program begins

By Cary Shuman

Lisa Cappuccio has
launched the East Boston
Holiday Lighting Program
in coordination with other
residents, the East Boston
Chamber of Commerce,
and East Boston Main
Streets.

“We’re raising funds for
holiday lighting for Mav-
erick Square, Day Square,
Orient Heights, and Cen-
tral Square,” said Cap-
puccio, noting that East

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Boston has not enjoyed
the decorative presence of
holiday lighting for sever-
al years. “It [holiday light-
ing] just sort of fell by the
wayside.”

Cappuccio said she
and other residents held a
meeting to consider restor-
ing the tradition of holiday
lighting in the East Boston
neighborhood.

“l said, ‘okay, what
can we do to make it hap-
pen?’” related Cappuccio.
“That’s when we decided

to start raising money for
the program.”

The Holiday Lighting
Program drew immediate
and strong support from
the East Boston busi-
ness community, notably
Chamber of Commerce
President Shirley Fabbo
and East Boston Main
Street Director Miguel
Vargas, who are board.

“The business owners
and residents are very ex-
cited,” said Cappuccio.
“I’ve actually never seen

this much energy before
in any program that I’ve
done. So, people want it.”

The East Boston Foun-
dation has also stepped
forward as a supporter of
the program, according to
Cappuccio. “We're very
happy about that,” she
said.

The Holiday Lighting
Program will supplement
other holiday festivities
such as the East Boston

See LIGHTING Page 2

HVNA listens to
proposal for
leaning building
on Bennington St.

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

At its monthly meeting
on Monday, the Harbor
View Neighborhood As-
sociation (HVNA) learned
more about a project that
would include the demo-
lition of an existing build-
ing at 531 Bennington
Street that Attorney Rich-
ard Lynds described as the
street’s Leaning Tower of
Pisa.

The existing building
at the site is a three-story,
three-unit dwelling and
was described as being in
unsound structural condi-
tion by Lynds, who pre-
sented the project to the
HVNA.

During the presenta-
tion, Lynds read from an
engineer report concern-
ing the building’s struc-
tural integrity that pointed
out several issues, such as

walls being out of plumb
and leaning toward 529
Bennington Street, dete-
rioration of the brick ma-
sonry foundation walls,
and more.

Further, the report
Lynds read from conclud-
ed that it would be safer to
demolish the building and
rebuild on its current foot-
print.

Moreover, Lynds ex-
plained that this has been
presented to the Boston
Landmarks Commission
regarding a demolition de-
lay application.

“The Boston Land-
marks Commission has
essentially waived any
review of this and concur
with our engineer and that
they recommend certainly
that we proceed with dem-
olition,” said Lynds. He

See HVNA Page 3

East Boston Branch
Library celebrates
10th Anniversary

Story & Photos by Marianne Salza

The East Boston Branch
of the Boston Public Li-
brary (BPL) celebrated
its 10th anniversary in its
current 365 Bremen Street
location on November
4 with day-long festivi-
ties, including a breakfast
served with pastries re-
flecting countries repre-
sented in the community.

“Ten years ago, we got
to open — what I consid-

er to be — the first of this
decade of renovations of
branch libraries through-
out the system,” expressed
David Leonard, President,
Boston Public Library.
“The real story of librar-
ies is about establishing
experiences with commu-
nity members. Over the
10-year period, there have
been 1 % million physical
items lent from this loca-

See ANNIVERSARY Page 6

and drinks from the countries represented in the East Bos-
ton community, such as Chinese coconut tarts, Vietnamese
iced coffee, and South American alfajor.

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

o Ample Off Street Parking ¢ Complimentary Valet Parking ¢ Nonsectarian
Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends ¢ Se Habla Espanol

617-569-0990 ¢ Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMIH.com

For election results, go to eastietimes.com
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EBNHC expands rolls of two executive leaders Lighting // coxmumrmowoes

East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center
(EBNHC) announced the
promotion of two current
executive leadership team
members to expanded
roles within the organiza-
tion. Ernani J. DeAraujo,
Esq., former Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Legal Of-
ficer, will assume the role
of EBNHC’s Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer, and
Amanda McGee, former
Vice President and Dep-
uty General Counsel will
take the helm as EBN-
HC’s General Counsel.

“The healthcare needs
of our community are
complex and require so-
phisticated leadership able
to drive our health equity

agenda,” said EBNHC
president and CEO Greg
Wilmot. “Both Ernani

DeAraujo and Amanda
McGee have demonstrat-
ed their ability to skillfully
guide our organization as
we actively work to reduce
health disparities among
those we serve. With their
expanded roles, they will
be well positioned to ad-
vance our mission and
shape the continued suc-
cess of our organization.”

In his new role as Chief
Administrative  Officer,
DeAraujo will oversee
EBNHC’s government af-
fairs and regulatory work
at the federal, state, and
local levels. In collabo-
ration with the organiza-
tion’s Chief Operations
Officer and Chief Medical
Officer, DeAraujo will
shepherd operational proj-
ects and expand the orga-
nization’s presence in oth-
er business areas. He will
also assist in developing
existing and new external
partnerships.

“As a lifelong resident
of East Boston and patient
of EBNHC, I've been for-
tunate to grow my career
over the past 10 years at an
organization that directly
impacts my communi-
ty,” said DeAraujo. “I am
excited to pass the baton
to my trusted colleague

Amanda McGee.

and successor, Amanda
McGee, who will serve
our organization well as
General Counsel. In my
new role, I look forward
to helping our organiza-
tion and patients through
an operational lens and to
deepen my work on ad-
vocacy and government
affairs while continuing to
serve my community.”

As General Counsel,
McGee will focus on
providing broader legal
and strategic advice on
the overall activities of
the health center, as well
as providing counsel and
training to staff around
legal and compliance mat-
ters.

“It is an honor to be rec-
ognized by my colleagues
and peers as I take on a
larger role within EB-
NHC,” said McGee. “I
will continue to carry out
the vision of my prede-
cessor, Ernani DeAraujo,
in creating a department
of engaged creative le-
gal minds, energized by
the community-driven
and multi-layered nature
of our work. As one of a
handful of women Gener-
al Counsels in the Com-
monwealth, [ appreciate
this unique opportunity
to encourage other wom-
en lawyers to follow their
passion and pursue leader-
ship at the highest levels
of an organization.”

One of few Latino gen-
eral counsels in the state,
DeAraujo previously
served as the East Boston
Liaison for the late Bos-
ton Mayor Tom Menino;
as an attorney at Foley

Ernani J. DeAraujo.

Hoag LLP; and as an in-
vestment banker at JP-
Morgan Chase. DeAraujo
is a Colombian-Brazilian
American and lifelong
East Boston resident and
continues to stay engaged
in the community organi-
zations and committees
including the John Wil-
liam Ward Fellowship and
the Boston Latin School
Association. He graduated
from Harvard College and
the Washington and Lee
School of Law.

McGee’s practice spans
all aspects of legal and
corporate compliance
for the health center, in-
cluding regulatory com-
pliance, litigation, and
general corporate matters
such as contract manage-
ment, mergers and acqui-
sitions, employment and
labor issues, immigration,
real estate, and tax mat-
ters. Previously, McGee
was a senior litigation as-
sociate at the international
law firm Morgan Lewis
& Bockius. She graduat-
ed from Amherst College
with a Bachelor of Arts
in History and earned her
J.D. at the University of
Virginia School of Law.

EBNHC is dedicated to
diversifying its workforce,
including their leadership
team which is now 50%
women, 40% who iden-
tify as racial and ethnic
minority, and about 30%
who are active clinicians.
The health center has been
recognized by The Bos-
ton Globe as a Top Place
to Work eight times since
2014.

‘Wings for Autism’ event held at Logan Airport

The “Wings for Au-
tism” program is designed
for families with children
on the autism spectrum to
help ease the stress of fly-
ing. Attendees will have
access to Boston Logan’s
Sensory/Calming Room
for the first time ever
during this event.

Launched in 2011, the
program was developed
by Massport in partner-
ship with Charles River
Center, JetBlue Airways,
TSA, Massachusetts State
Police and the Logan air-
line community to offer a
dress rehearsal of an au-
thentic travel experience
for neurodivergent chil-
dren and their families.
Massport has hosted more
than 9,000 children and
family members at the pri-
or events, including three
at Worcester Regional Air-
port. The program is now
followed and modeled at

nearly 70 airports. JetBlue
and Delta are providing
aircraft for this event.

Attendees will also be
able to tour our new Sen-
sory/Calming Room in
Terminal E. Boston Lo-
gan is one of the few ma-
jor airports in the U.S. to
provide this type of expe-
rience to passengers of all
ages. The space has var-
ious interactive stations
that focus on balance,
light therapy and cogni-
tive/memory  improve-
ment, including a room
that replicates an airplane
cabin to help passengers
acclimate themselves with
the often-stressful experi-
ence of flying.

Families are able to
navigate the travel process
by practicing the different
steps from airline check
in, to security clearance,
waiting at the gate, and
finally boarding the plane.

Not only is this a benefit
to the families who partic-
ipate, but it also provides a
valuable training opportu-
nity for airport, airline and
TSA personnel to learn
how to accommodate chil-
dren with special needs.
The Charles River Cen-
ter is a private, nonprofit
human service agency in
Needham, Massachusetts
that has been providing
programs and services for
children and adults with
developmental and oth-
er disabilities since 1956.
Founded by a group of
parents with children with
special needs, the mission
of Charles River Center
is to empower and sup-
port people with devel-
opmental disabilities and
their families by offering
high-quality,  individu-
alized opportunities that
foster independence and
community inclusion.

Real Estate Transfers

Main Streets tree-lighting
ceremonies, which is held
in conjunction with the
Mayor’s Trolley Tour.
“Joe Ruggiero [director
of Ruggiero Family Me-
morial Home] has been
particularly supportive of
our efforts,” lauded Cap-
puccio. “For many years,
he took it upon himself to
decorate trees in Orient
Heights. He sponsors the
tree-lighting ceremony on
his own, so Joe has done a
great job doing this every
year. What we want to do
is augment that.”
Cappuccio hopes that
business owners  will

pledge to decorate their
storefronts in the spirit of
the holiday season.
“There’s a lot of ways
to get involved. You can
make a monetary donation
or pledge to decorate your
own business,” said Cap-
puccio. “I think it’s going
to be a trickle effect. Once
people start to see the hol-
iday lights again, I think
more people will get that
festive spirit. That’s what
we’re hoping for. Our
plan is to grow each year,
and hopefully expand to
other streets like Ben-
nington and Chelsea, and
certain areas like Jeffries

Point and Eagle Hill.”

Rep. Adrian Madaro
said he recalls enjoy-
ing the holiday lighting
while growing up in East
Boston. “I fondly remem-
ber the holiday lights in
East Boston during my
childhood,” said Mada-
ro. “I'm thrilled residents
are working to bring
them back to spread cheer
during the holiday sea-
son.”

(To make a contribu-
tion to the Holiday Light-
ing Program, please call
or email Lisa at 617-967-
0464 or Lisa@bostoncon-
cepts.net)

Pictured, left to right, are Mary Berninger, John Casamassima, Grace Previte-Magoon,
owner of MP Tax and Financial and former director for many years on the East Boston
Chamber of Commerce and EB Main Streets, Lorene Schettino, Executive Director of the
East Boston Foundation, presenting a check for $10,000 to Shirley Fabbo, President of the
Chamber, Celeste Ribeiro Hewitt, and Lisa Capogreco-Cappuccio.

Local non-profit announces upcoming
Thanksgiving Day Dinner and Eastie’s Elves
events to support families in need

The Madaro Fami-
ly Community Fund’s
(MFCF) annual holiday
programs, the Thanksgiv-
ing Day Dinner and East-
ie’s Elves, will once again
be celebrated in-person
this year. Each holiday
season, MFCF has sup-
plied hundreds of meals
and donated thousands of
toys through the Thanks-
giving Day Dinner and
Eastie’s Elves events. The
Madaro Family Commu-
nity Fund hopes to spread
holiday cheer and give
back to those in the com-
munity who need it most.

The Thanksgiving Day
Dinner will supply near-
ly a thousand sit-down,
carry-out, and delivery
meals to local families at
the Salesian Boys & Girls
Club. Additional program
details can be found on
the Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund’s website at
www.madarocharity.org.

MEFECF is continuing
its community-wide toy
drive in honor of the 20th
annual Eastie’s Elves. The
toy drive will host col-
lection boxes throughout
East Boston, Revere, and

all are welcome. Admis-
sion to the celebration is
one new, unwrapped chil-
dren’s toy.

“Thank you to all of
the businesses, organi-
zations, supporters, and
volunteers who make it
possible for us to provide
Thanksgiving dinner and
holiday gifts to families
in our community,” says
Ariel Madaro, Director of
the Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund. “We are so
excited to continue our
in-person festivities this
year and are incredibly
grateful for this opportuni-
ty to celebrate the holidays
with our neighbors and
friends. We look forward
to continuing our tradition
of spreading cheer and
uplifting our community
during the 2023 holiday
season.”

The Madaro Family
Community Fund is grate-
ful to have the support of
the following sponsors for
the 2023 holiday season:
Platinum Level Sponsors
Amazon - East Boston
Neighborhood Health
Center - HYM Invest-
ments; Gold Level Spon-

ta Dental of Massachu-
setts - Meet Boston Foun-
dation - New England
Aquarium - Rasky Part-
ners - Smith, Costello, &
Crawford - The Tall Ship;
Bronze Level Sponsors
Benchmark Strategies -
Commonwealth Counsel
- David Modica -Gabriela
Coletta Committee - Jef-
frey Turco Committee
- Jessica Giannino Com-
mittee - Joe LoGrippo
- Kearney, Donovan, &
McGee - Lydia Edwards
Committee - Michelle Wu
Committee - MLM Strate-
gies - Moscone Law - No-
vus Group - Robert Deleo
Committee - Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home
- Serlin Haley LLP - Suf-
folk University - Travagli-
ni, Scorzoni, & Kiley -
Winthrop Marketplace.
The Madaro Fam-
ily Community Fund
(MFCF) is a registered
501(c)3 nonprofit charita-
ble organization dedicated
to supporting the families
and children of East Bos-
ton, Revere, and Win-
throp. During the holiday
season, the organization
partners with community
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United Way of Massachusetts to partner with local nonprofits in East Boston and beyond

Staff Report

United Way of Mas-
sachusetts Bay President
and Chief Executive Offi-
cer Bob Giannino recently
unveiled a list of 124 or-
ganizations that will part-
ner with United Way in a
first-of-its kind effort to
eradicate the conditions
that lead to poverty and
economic injustice.

As part of the partner-
ship, each of the organi-
zations will receive grant
awards totaling more than
$56M ($8M annually)
through 2030.

In East Boston, the or-
ganizations that will bene-
fit from the grants include
East Boston Social Cen-
ters, Inc. and Neighbor-
hood of Affordable Hous-
ing, Inc. (NOAH).

“This new way for-
ward is a recognition that
philanthropic efforts must
evolve in order to meet the
pressing issues of our re-
gion,” said Giannino. “We
have spent the past two
years developing a com-
munity impact strategy
that doesn’t just address
symptoms of poverty but
can eliminate it in the
communities that need
it the most. Through this
multi-million-dollar grant
initiative, we believe that
together with our part-
ners, we will move to-
ward a future where every
individual in our region,
across race, ethnicity, and
socioeconomic status, will

COURTESY PHOTOS

United Way of Massachu-
setts Bay President and
Chief Executive Officer Bob
Giannino recently unveiled
a list of 124 organizations
that will partner with Unit-
ed Way in a first-of-its kind
effort to eradicate the con-
ditions that lead to poverty
and economic injustice.

be empowered to meet
their financial goals and
achieve financial wellbe-
ing.”

As part of its reimag-
ined community impact
strategy, United Way is
investing in partners and
solutions that are working
to create positive, popula-
tion-level change in com-
munities across its foot-
print.

To measure its prog-
ress, United Way will
track measures such as in-
creasing satisfaction in fi-
nancial well-being among
people living in local
communities, increasing
the percentage of house-

HVNA / / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

also added that a demoli-
tion permit is anticipated
shortly.

With concerns about
the structural integrity of
the building in mind, the
proposal for the project is
to demolish it and build a
four-story, five-unit resi-
dential building.

Regarding plans for the
newly proposed four-story
building, it was designed
to align with the proposed
zoning changes that stem
from the Boston Planning
and Development Agen-
cy’s (BPDA) neighbor-
hood planning initiative
PLAN: East Boston.

For example, Lynds
went through some specif-
ic design features such as
the height, lot coverage,
rear yard depth, and how
they are consistent with
what is being proposed
through the plan.

However, it was ac-
knowledged by Lynds
that since these proposed
zoning changes are not
currently in effect and a
permit has been applied
for under current zoning,
the project would require
relief under the current
zoning code.

Also, an important as-
pect of the project to note
is that the proposed build-
ing’s footprint would be
consistent with the foot-
print of the current build-
ing.

“We’re not looking to
expand the footprint of
our building. We are in-
creasing it vertically one
level; however, we’re not
changing it with respect to
the footprint that you see,”
said Lynds.

Following the presen-
tation, a discussion about
the project was held, and
there were several com-
ments and questions from
those in attendance.

There were concerns
from one attendee con-
cerning the demolition of
the existing building and
whether it could affect the
integrity of neighboring
buildings.

However, Lynds ex-
plained, “When any build-
ing is taken down in the
City of Boston or Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts, there’s very specific
requirements for demo-
lition of the building, in-
cluding site surveys for
any adjoining properties.”

“Any contractor who’s
going to tear a building
down will make sure that
anything they’re doing in
that area — they’ll ensure
that both buildings, left
and right, will be docu-
mented, and conditions
will have to be observed,”
he added.

There was also a ques-
tion in regard to the cur-
rent zoning and proposed
zoning from PLAN: East
Boston and Lynds ex-
plained that they presently
have to operate under the
current zoning.

However, he explained
that with this application
pending, if the zoning
were to change, anything
that complies with the new
zoning would no longer
need a variance. Howev-
er, the project would still
need to go to the Zoning
Board of Appeal for as-
pects of the plans that do
not comply with updated
zoning.

As the discussion pro-
gressed, other topics were
discussed, such as some of
the design aspects of the
building’s fourth story and
more.

Since this was the first
presentation for the proj-
ect, a vote was not held.
The HVNA is slated to
meet again on Dec. 4.

EMERGENCY
ALL BLOOD

INPESINEEDER:

Give now.

American
Red Cross

holds with at least $2,000
in emergency savings, de-
creasing the percentage
of households that spend
greater than 50% of their
income on housing, de-
creasing the percentage of
people ages 16-24 who are
not enrolled in school or
employed, and narrowing
the wealth gap.

For the first time in
its history, United Way
of Massachusetts Bay’s
Request for Partnership
application was open to
any nonprofit eligible
501¢c3 in the region and
was translated into seven
languages to increase ac-
cessibility. Through this
open application process,
the United Way of Mas-
sachusetts Bay received a
total of 382 applications
and of those 220 moved
onto community review.
Ultimately, 124 recipients
were selected to receive
funding for direct services
or advancing policy activ-
ities. Of the new partners,
35 percent are led by a
Black or Latino/a leader,
an increase from the Unit-
ed Way’s past portfolio of
24%.

Additionally,  United
Way is partnering with
nonprofits that involve

community members in
decision-making and en-
sure community perspec-
tives and experiences are
integrated into program
design and implementa-
tion.

“The selection of our

On October 26, the United Way of Massachusetts Bay gathered partners from 124
non-profits in the Greater Boston Area to present grant awards totaling more than $56M
($8M annually) through 2030.

grant recipients this year
represents our evolution
from providing support in
exchange for programmat-
ic outcomes to providing
support in exchange for a
shared commitment to ad-
vancing economic justice
through systems change,”
said Karley Ausiello Unit-
ed Way of Massachusetts
Bay Chief of Community
Impact. “This is a signifi-
cant milestone for our new
way forward.”

United Way select-
ed community partners
across 12 priority com-
munities - Boston, Cam-
bridge, Chelsea, Haverhill,
Lawrence, Lowell, Lynn,
Malden, Quincy, Revere,

Salem, and Taunton. To-
gether, these communities
are home to two-thirds of
the individuals who live
below the poverty thresh-
old in United Way’s geo-
graphic footprint. Grant
recipients will provide di-
rect services and advocate
for policy change in these
four avenues to prosperi-
ty:

Economic Inclusion
and Wealth Building: Ad-
vance financial well-be-
ing and inclusion by pro-
viding access to services,
resources, and tools that
help individuals increase
income, build credit and
savings, and reduce debt.

Early Education and
Out-of-School Time

(EEOST): Provide afford-
able, high-quality early ed-
ucation and Out-of-School
Time programs that allow
caregivers to work and
learn and provide children
and youth opportunities to
learn, thrive, and explore
their interests.

Education and Career
Pathways for Youth and
Young Adults: Engage
youth and young adults
ages 16-24, who are dis-
connected from school
and work, in education
and career pathways.

Safe and Stable Hous-
ing: Increase the avail-
ability and accessibility
of safe and stable housing
and associated services.

City opens applications for Boston School Committee

Mayor Michelle Wu
opened the application
to fill two upcoming va-
cancies on the Boston
School Committee, for a
term starting January 4,
2024 and ending on Jan-
uary 1, 2028. The Boston
School Committee Nom-
inating Panel, composed
of Boston Public Schools
(BPS) families, educators,
school leaders and repre-
sentatives of the business
and higher education com-
munities, will receive and
evaluate the applications
and share recommenda-
tions with the Mayor. The
Boston School Committee

is the governing body of
the BPS.

Applications to fill the
upcoming vacancies are
due Friday, November 17,
2023 at 11:59 p.m. Inter-
views for selected candi-
dates will be held on the
week of November 27,
2023 in the late afternoon
or early evening. Candi-
dates must be Boston res-
idents and should expect
a significant time com-
mitment to connect with
school departments and
leaders and prepare for
and attend biweekly and
impromptu meetings that
run into late hours in the

evening.

The School Committee
is responsible for:

e Defining the vision,
mission, and goals of the
Boston Public Schools;

e Establishing and mon-
itoring the annual operat-
ing budget;

e Hiring, managing, and
evaluating the Superinten-
dent; and

e Setting and reviewing
district policies and prac-
tices to support student
achievement.

The School Commit-
tee meets approximately
twice per month during the
school year to adopt, re-

view and modify policies
and practices that support
teaching, learning and im-
proved student achieve-
ment. With the exception
of executive sessions,
Committee meetings are
open to the public, feature
public comment periods
and are broadcast on Bos-
ton City TV.

Please direct all ques-
tions and submit complet-
ed applications to scnom-
inatingpanel @boston.gov
or to City Hall, Mayor’s
Office 5th floor Boston,
MA. You can learn more
about the Boston School
Committee online.

#lbpda | Virtual Public Meeting

14

6:00 PM - 8: 00 PM

Zoom Link:

PLAN: East Boston

bit.ly/EBSquaresStreetsZonin

Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864

Meeting ID: 161 825 0746

Project Description:

Please join the BPDA for a virtual public meeting on November 14, 2023 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
to discuss draft zoning recommendations and zoning map amendments to the Boston Zoning
Code, based on recommendations from PLAN: East Boston.

Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

mail to: Jack Halverson

Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.918.4461
email:

jack.halverson@boston.gov

This meeting is part of the PLAN: East Boston process and will focus on specific geographies identified
as “Squares and Corridors” in PLAN: East Boston. The proposed zoning amendments would adopt
new zoning districts for these specific areas. The zoning amendments proposed for East Boston will
align with Squares + Streets, a citywide planning and zoning initiative focused on centers of activity
within neighborhoods and along main streets with the goal of enabling housing, retail, public spaces,
arts & culture, and other amenities. Additional PLAN: East Boston meetings are forthcoming and
can be found on the PLAN: East Boston page: bit.ly/Plan-EastBoston

This meeting will be held in English with simultaneous Spanish interpretation. Register and learn
more at bit.ly/EB-SquaresStreetsZoning

website:

bit.ly/Squares-Streets-Draft-

Zoning-Amendment

BostonPlans.org | @ @BostonPlans
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416
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“THANK YOU”
TO OUR VETERANS

This Saturday, November 11, will mark the 104th
observance of Veterans Day in the United States, a day
marked by solemnity and reverence to honor those who
have served in our nation’s military. Veteran’s Day initial-
ly was known as Armistice Day when it was enacted in
1919 in observance of the first anniversary of the end of
World War I, which occurred on the 11th hour of the 11th
day of the 11th month in 1918.

World War I was marked by trench warfare in which nei-
ther the German-allied nations (Germany, Austria-Hun-
gary, and the Ottoman Empire) nor the alliance among
England, France, Russia, and the United States, accom-
plished anything. Historians to this day cannot even pin-
point a rational reason for why it began. The trench lines
did not meaningfully shift for the entire four-year period
of the war. In the meantime, the European continent was
ravaged, with 10 million soldiers and another 10 million
civilians losing their lives.

More significantly, the “war to end all wars” only set
the stage for an even bloodier world-wide conflagration
20 years later with WWII. Indeed, the roots of today’s
conflict in the Middle East can be traced to the shift in
control of the Middle East after WWI from the Ottoman
Empire (Turkey) to England, which eventually led to the
so-called British Mandate for Palestine after the end of
WWIL

In the aftermath of the Korean War in 1954, Armistice
Day officially became known as Veterans Day to include
veterans of all of our wars. There are many ways that each
of us can honor our veterans, including attending parades
and ceremonies in our communities, visiting veterans
memorials and cemeteries, volunteering with veterans or-
ganizations, donating to veterans causes, flying the U.S.
flag, thanking a veteran for their service, or simply tak-
ing a moment to reflect on the great sacrifice made by so
many who have put their lives on the line to ensure that all
of us can enjoy the freedoms that we hold as Americans
today.

If nothing else, Veterans Day should remind us that
freedom isn’t free and that maintaining our freedom since
our nation’s founding has required the personal sacrifice
of millions of our fellow Americans.

THE UKRAINIANS AND
ISRAELIS ARE FIGHTING FOR
FREE PEOPLE EVERYWHERE

There are two “hot wars” in the world right now, in
Europe and the Middle East, in which two democratic
nations, Ukraine and Israel, are standing up against two
of the great forces of fascism in the world today: Russia
under Vladimir Putin and Hamas terrorist fighters under
the direction of Iran.

Both Putin and Hamas launched unprovoked attacks on
civilian populations that were marked by their cruelty, in-
humanity, and outright sadism. Russia seeks to eliminate
Ukraine as a sovereign nation and Hamas wants to wipe
Israel off the map. The efforts by the Ukrainians and the
Israelis to fight these monsters of sheer evil have served
as a wake-up call to free people everywhere -- and that in-
cludes Americans -- to recognize the simple but profound
truth that we cannot take our freedom for granted.

Right now, Israel and Ukraine are bearing the burden
for the free world of standing up to these fascist regimes.
Although it goes without saying that America should sup-
port their efforts with as much military and financial aid
as possible, we must realize that it is wishful thinking to
imagine that we can remain above the fray. History has
taught us that it is inevitable that when the enemies of
democracy threaten free people, the United States will be
drawn into the battle -- and Americans should be ready for
that eventuality.

If we in the United States don’t support the forces of
freedom and democracy, who will?

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY,
GOV. DUKAKIS

We wish to extend our best wishes for a “Happy Birth-
day” to former Massachusetts Governor Michael Duka-
kis, who turned 90 last week.

Mike Dukakis served as governor of our state from
1975-79 and then again for two terms from 1983-91. He
was the Democratic nominee for President in 1988, losing
to Republican George H.W. Bush in a contentious elec-
tion that was marked by immense distortions of Dukakis’s
record, including the infamous Willie Horton ad that in-
voked racial stereotypes and played to the worst instincts
of white voters.

For those too young to know about Mike Dukakis, we
will mention three things about a man whose honesty, in-
tegrity, competence, and dedication to serving the people
of our state stand as the benchmark for all office-holders:
First, Gov. Dukakis turned around our state’s economic
fortunes with the “Massachusetts Miracle” in which the
high-tech and biotech industries set Massachusetts on a
path to prosperity that carries through to this day. Second,
he reinvigorated our state’s aging inner cities, including
Boston, Chelsea, Revere, Everett, and Lynn, and invest-
ed in public transportation, which Dukakis himself rode
from his home in Brookline to Beacon Hill. Third, he es-
tablished Massachusetts as a national leader in education,
criminal justice reform, drug policy, and countless other
areas.

Similar to former President Jimmy Carter, Mike Du-
kakis has led a low-profile, yet prolific post-government
career in which he has continued with his lifetime of ded-
ication to public service. We know we join with all of our
fellow citizens in wishing Gov. Dukakis a “Happy Birth-
day,” and many more to come.
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SECOND
ANNUAL “NAME
A SNOWPLOW”
CONTEST FOR
MASSACHUSETTS
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS

The Massachusetts
Department of Transpor-
tation (MassDOT) is an-
nouncing the second annu-
al, “Name A Snowplow,”
contest for statewide ele-
mentary school students in
Massachusetts. The con-
test seeks to solicit names
for 12 vehicles. MassDOT
snowplows that will be in
service for the upcoming
2023/2024 winter season.
The purpose of the contest
is to celebrate the snow
and ice season and to help
recognize the hard work
and dedication shown by
public works employees
and contractors during
the winter season. Win-
ning applicants will be an-
nounced by December 22.

“This contest is a great
way to celebrate the win-
ter season in New En-
gland, encourage the
creativity of our young
people, and to thank all
the dedicated members of
our crews who keep our
roads and bridges cleared
during severe weather,”
said Acting Transporta-
tion Secretary and CEO
Monica Tibbits-Nutt. “We
truly appreciate all the
people who work on the
front lines regardless of
the weather in all sectors
of the economy and this is
one gesture of thanks.”

“This contest was well
received last winter and

NEews IN BrIer

we know there are many
good suggestions out there
once again for naming our
plows this season,” said
Highway  Administrator
Jonathan Gulliver, “We
want to use the contest as a
way to recognize our dedi-
cated workforce and at the
same time give students
an opportunity to have
some fun naming plows
as it helps connect young
people with the public ser-
vants who do the work.”

Applications for the
Snowplow Naming Con-
test are due by 5 p.m. on
Friday, December 1, and
can be submitted by using
an online portal: https://
www.mass.gov/forms/
name-a-snowplow-con-
test-submission. There is
no limit to the number of
applications that can be
submitted per school. The
contest winners will be
invited to participate in a
scheduled snowplow un-
veiling event.

A selection panel com-
posed of MassDOT em-
ployees will choose two
elementary school class-
room winners that are lo-
cated within each of the
six Highway Division dis-
tricts. The winning sub-
missions will be evaluated
based on two grade-level
categories: 1) kindergar-
ten through fourth grade;
and 2) fifth grade through
eighth grade.

During the first snow-
plow naming contest last
winter, the winning names
were: Flurry Fighter, Luke
Snowalker, Plower Rang-
er, Sherlock Snowmes,
Snowdrop, Arctic Beast,
Sled Zeppelin, Snow day

No Way, Blizzard Wiz-
ard, Snow Big Deal, Snow
Time to Lose, and Bliz-
zard of Oz. These names
which were placed on the
sides of plow trucks a year
ago remain on those vehi-
cles.

For more information
on the contest, please vis-
it: https://www.mass.gov/
name-a-snowplow-con-
test-2023-24.

CELEBRATE
THE HOLIDAYS
ON BOSTON’S
HISTORIC

FREEDOM TRAIL
The Freedom Trail®
Foundation invites revel-
ers to celebrate this holi-
day season on the annual
Historic Holiday Strolls.
The festive atmosphere
of the city, set against the
unique backdrop of Bos-
ton’s historic sites and
centuries of history, makes
these merry 90-minute
tours a perfect way to cel-
ebrate the holidays. Walk
the Freedom Trail and
discover how Boston’s
holiday traditions evolved
on the Strolls offered Fri-
days and Saturdays at 3:30
p.m. from November 18
through December 30.
Led by 19th-centu-
ry Dickensian costumed
guides departing from the
Visitor Information Center
on Boston Common, the
Strolls are complete with
a tour of holiday lights
and Christmas trees along
the Freedom Trail while
learning about 19th-centu-
ry holiday traditions. Fol-

lowing the Stroll, guests
receive  discounts  off
museum store purchas-
es at Freedom Trail sites,
including the Old South
Meeting  House, Old
State House, Paul Revere
House, and OIld North
Church’s Heritage and
Gift Shops (valid with any
Historic Holiday Stroll
receipt from November
through December).

“The Freedom Trail
helps usher in the holiday
season with the annual
Historic Holiday Strolls,
which gives tour partic-
ipants a glimpse into the
unique holiday traditions
practiced throughout his-
tory,” said Suzanne Segu-
ra Taylor, Freedom Trail
Foundation Executive
Director. “The Strolls are
one of many offerings to
experience Boston’s his-
toric sites and the Trail
year-round.”

Tickets are $20 for
adults and $10 for chil-
dren for public tours. The
Strolls may also be sched-
uled as private group tours
pending availability. The
Freedom Trail Foundation
continues to offer daily
public Official Freedom
Trail Tours® throughout
November and Decem-
ber and during the win-
ter months. All Freedom
Trail tours are available
as private family or group
tours by reservation. For
more information and to
purchase tickets for the
Historic Holiday Strolls
and Freedom Trail Tours,
please visit TheFreedom-
Trail.org, and for group
tour reservations, please
call 617.357.8300.

Your opinions, please

The Times welcomes letters to the editor.
Our mailing address 1s 385 Broadway,
Revere, MA 02151. Letters may also be
e-mailed to editor @eastietimes.com.
Letters must be signed. We reserve the right to edit

for length and content.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Times encourages residents to submit engagement,
wedding and birth announcements, news releases, business
and education briefs, sports stories and photos for
publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be faxed
to 781-485-1403. We also encourage readers to e-mail
news releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com
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STATE REP. ADRIAN MADARO HOSTS A RECEPTION AT EAST BOSTON’S HILTON GARDEN INN
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State Rep. and House
Chair of the Joint Com-
mittee on Mental Health,
Substance Use and Recov-
ery Adrian Madaro hosted
a reception at the Hilton
Garden Inn in East Boston
last Wednesday evening. A
full house of friends, fam-

ily, and supporters turned
out to show their appreci-
ation of his commitment
to the community of East
Boston and the state.

In his address to his sup-
porters, Madaro spoke on
his continuing support of
the committee he has been

Representative Adrian Madaro with Sofia and Brendan

Matthews.

From Boston Fire Fighter Local &18 Randy Greeley, former
State Senator Joe Boncore and from NOAH, Phil Giffee at
the Hilton Garden Inn with Representative Madaro.

State Representative Adrian Madaro with his staff, Joselyne
Reynoso, Marlena Lopez Romero and Tom Baranowski.

assigned the chair to, the
Joint Committee on Men-
tal Health, Substance Use
and Recovery. Adding this
is an ever-growing issue in
the Commonwealth, and

he will address this with
a positive and hopeful
outlook across the state.
Madaro also went on to
mention local projects and
in the works, and one or
two that he is hopeful to
get approval on.

Suffolk County Register of
Probate, Stephanie Everett
with State Representative

Adrian Madaro.

Director of Sales at the East
Boston Hilton Garden Inn,
Steven Haley welcomed
State Representative Adrian
Madaro back to the popular
hotel for his annual recep-
tion.

ot
Representative Madaro

with long time friend and
supporter, Larry Nadeau.

State Representative Adrian Madaro welcomes his col-
league, Representative Jessica Giannino, and Stephen and
Margherita Powers.

Representative Adrian Madaro with Massachusetts State
Senator Lydia Edwards and Chairman of the Massachusetts
House Ways and Means Committee, Aaron Michlewitz, who
proudly introduces the host, State Representative Adrian
Madaro.

Former Boston City Councillor Paul Scapicchio (center)
Chair of the Massachiusetts Houzse Ways and Means Aar-
on Michlewitz and Community Engagement Manager for
east Boston, the North End and Charlestown Jay Ruggiero.

State Representative Adrian Madaro addresses the capac-
ity room of his supporters last Wednesday evening at East
Boston’s Hilton Garden Inn.

From the East Boston YMCA, Joe Gaeta and Bridgette
Ridlon with State Representative Adrian Madaro.

Representative Madaro with Sandra Nijjar and Paige Thim-
mesch.

The Madaro family, Jacopo Madaro, Debra Cave, Representative Adrian Madaro with his

wife Ariel and their children, Matteo and Nico.

Boston Local 26, Hospitality Union was on hand to support Representative Adrian Mada-
ro last Wednesday evening.
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tion, and 1.2 million visi-
tors.”

Leonard explained that
the BPL was the first,
large, municipally fund-
ed public library in the
country, charted in 1848.
The East Boston Branch
Library, which has been in
four locations, was the first
branch library in the Unit-
ed States, having opened
in 1870. The BPL is now
a system of 25 branches.

Boston Public Library
origins began when the
East Boston population
was predominantly of
Italian, Irish, and Jewish
decent; and has deep con-
nections to Boston’s mar-
itime and port industries.
It continues to serve im-
migrants, with 50% of the
community deriving from
Latin America and His-
panic origins.

“This is a vibrant com-
munity. In many ways, it
continues to be the Ellis Is-
land of Boston as a neigh-
borhood,” said Leonard.
“It is important to have
this branch in the heart of
this community. We have
responsive  collections,
great information, and re-
sourceful professionals.”

Mela Villa Gomez,
Mayor Michelle Wu’s East
Boston Liaison, presented
a certificate of recognition
in honor of the East Bos-
ton Branch Library’s 10
years of service and pro-
gramming.

“I grew up loving read-
ing and have borrowed
many books from this li-
brary,” acknowledged Vil-
la Gomez. “I know how
special this place is for
youth and adults — from
community events to dai-
ly, evening homework
sessions.”

Representative Adrian
Madaro recalled frequent-

Mela Villa Gomez, Mayor
Michelle Wu'’s East Boston
Liaison, and Marcela Lopez
Romero, Representative
Adrian Madaro’s Legislative
Aid.

ing the Meridian Street
branch with his mother
growing up. Now when
he visits, he sees children
and families utilizing the
space, as well as adults
gathering in the meeting
rooms, and residents at-
tending cultural activities.

Madaro presented a
citation on behalf of the
House of Representatives
congratulating the East
Boston Branch Library
on their 10-year milestone
and endured impact. He
commended the library
staff for their smiling fac-
es, helpfulness, and re-
sourcefulness.

“My mom made sure
at a young age that I
loved books and going
to the library. I often did
my homework there,”
described Madaro. “I re-
member having mixed
feelings when that branch
closed. I felt attached to
that space; but we got here
has been transformative in
this community. The lo-
cation — along the Green-
way, sandwiched between
schools, next to the T sta-
tion — is remarkable. It is
a state-of-the-art facility
with so much natural light.
This place is filled with so
much love and communi-

ty.”

—hnvite th

Together we can make it possible.
Visit mth.com/firsthouse or call
1-800-936-0969 to get started today.

M&I Bank

@ Equal Housing Lender.

©2023 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS #381076

VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM
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Boston Public Library
President David Leonard
delivering remarks about
Boston Public Library
History.

Rep. Adrian Madaro com-
mending the East Boston
Branch Library for their
friendly staff, helpfulness,
and resourcefulness over
the past 10 years.

Representative Adrian Madaro presented a citation on
behalf of The House of Representatives, congratulating the
East Boston Branch of the Boston Public Library on their
10th anniversary, with Diana Beltao de Macedo, Programs
and Community Outreach Librarian, Margaret Kelly, Branch
Librarian, Debra Cave, President, The Friends of the East
Boston Branch Library, and JoAnn Fitzgerald, The Friends
of the East Boston Branch Library board member

Zara Serano-Finet and Dan
Finet.

Carla Ceruzzi and Alive
Murphy.

‘ .a - : | L ’

BPL staff: Priscilla Foley, Mari McCullough, Diana Beltao
de Macedo, Programs and Community Outreach Librarian,
and Michael Colford.

Soukaiva Asfour proudly displaying her henna tattoo.

Mela Villa Gomez, Mayor Michelle Wu’s East Boston Liaison, presented the East Boston
Branch Library with a certificate of recognition in honor of 10 years of serving the East
Boston community

FREE AND OPEN TO ALL

SEATED DINNER AND TAKE OUT
SALESIAN BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

150 BYRON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA 02128
THANKSGIVING DAY, NOV. 23

11:00 AM - 1:.00 PM

PICK UP VIA THE BYRON STREET ENTRANCE
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (857)293-1465

. ,
" "HOSTED BY THE g\ ¢ MADARO FAMILY {

¢ Community Fund
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celebration with a special
performance at the ICA
Watershed.

Our purpose is to create
a safe space for commu-
nity members to explore
themes of life and death
and learn more about the
Day of the Dead celebra-
tion.

Members of the Youth
Entrepreneurship and
Leadership program
“Dancing Elotes,” which
integrates arts and culture
with business education
and practical entrepre-

neurial experience while
learning the skills needed
to run a business and pro-

&

duce events like El Dia de
los Muertos, actively par-
ticipated in this festival in
decision making and lead-
ership roles.

VROCC programs are
supported in part by the
Cultural Investment Grant
from the Mayor’s Office
of Arts and Culture, Cum-
mings Foundations, and
Shlomo Fund.

Visit  VROCC  social
media to see photos and
videos @vroccboston, to
find out about upcoming
events and register visit
the official website site
WWW.VIocc.org.

The one-of-its-kind Day of the Dead Altar exhibit created

by local artists and community members.

Parade.

cg
*

Order A...Fully Cooked Whole Turkey

Available in 2 sizes
10-12 Ib. Whole Turkey $249.95 plus tax
20-22 Ib. Whole Turkey $389.95 plus tax
Complete with

Homemade Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes,
Butternut Squash or Corn, Gravy & Corn Bread

Order An...Individual Turkey Dinner
With Homemade Stuffing, Gravy & Corn Bread
Dinner Includes:
Mashed Potato
Choice of Vegetable:
Corn or Butternut Squash
Choice of Dessert: /
Slice of Apple or Pumpkin Pie ")
$23.95 Per Person

G//)/'//()/ ¢ 4 Will Cook Your Thanksgiving Dinner!
Please Place Your Orders Before

Tuesday, November 21, 2023
Order by phone or Drop by

ﬂ/)///(////;) %(//)f 6( el

282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128
Telephone 617-567-1992 Fax 617-567-5150

<

w .

Open Thanksgiving Day 8:00AM-1:00PM

\6”’//)/’//(’///’ 46 /('rr/'//( % // reward lo

/(//'/'/(7 -,%7////’97/’/'//(( with y(«//./
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The Catrina’s Parade was a popular event of the celebration.

A member of the Youth

o —

A

pecd

Entrepreneurship and Lead-

ership program.
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The La Bruja dance is performed with a candle on ones
head.

A

VA

The Mariachi band with a special performance at the ICA Watershed.

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made

THANKSGIVING SALE DAYS
THROUGH
,2023

Grocsay

Gheat grocesy dpecials
Stove Top Stuffing
Gold Medal Flour 5 Ib bag

(ex: organic)

Duncan Hines Cake Mixes

Duncan Hines Brownie Mix

Duncan Hines Frosting

2/4500
2/4700

4/45.00
4/45.00
2/4500

Dunkin Donuts K-Cups..........c.ccceueuniiimcueiniccicneieiccnns $5.99

Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice 64 oz

(ex: 100%)

2/4500

Hellmann's Mayonnaise 30 oz..............ccccocuuieeuueennncns $4.99

Barilla Pasta

4/45.00

(ex: gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready)

Prego Pasta Sauce

Wishbone Salad Dressing 15 oz

Kitchen Basics Stocks

Green Giant Canned Vegetables

(ex: 3-bean & asparagus spears)
Pillsbury Quick Breads
Dole Pineapple 20 oz

Ocean Spray Cranberry Sauce 14 oz

Heinz Gravies

Hood Ice Cream

Eggo Waffles & Pancakes

(ex: thick & fluffy)

Cool Whip Topping & oz

Ore Ida Frozen Potatoes

2/4500
..2/%4.00
..2/%4.00

4/4%.00

2/4500
2/43.00
4/45.00

We will have various
Fresh & Frozen Turkeys Available

See our order form for sizes and pricing

"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"
"Ground Beef & Patties Ground Fresh Daily"

Gamily Pack Specials
London Broil Steaks ..........ccceeuveieeeeeeieneieieeiienns $4.99/1b

..22.99/1b
79¢ /b

Boneless Skinless Chicken Thighs
Chicken Drumsticks

Simply Mashed Potatoes 2/48.00
Mrs. Budds Chicken Pot Pies 12 oz 2/48.00
Best Yet Cooked Frozen Shrimp 21-25ct ............. $9.99

Deli
Smithfield Domestic Ham..........ccccccovveeeereenvennnnen. $4.99/1b
Finlandia Imported Swiss Cheese........................... $799/1b
Kretschmar Rotisserie Chicken Breast.............. $8.99/1b
Margherita Hot Cappicola ..$6.99/1b
Carando Genoa Salami...........ccccecveveeeeeeeeeeseeeneannns $8.99/1b
Margherita Prosciutto .........c.coceoeeeeuecnereeceenenanne. $12.99/1b
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad .....58.99/1b
Hormel Gathering Assorted Trays.........cccccccceu...... $11.99

Produce

2/45.00
...2/%4700
2/4500

2/44.00
...2/%4700

Sara Lee Pound CaKe..........cccvevveeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeceeieeseenens $4.99

Delizza Eclairs or Cream Puffs

Philadelphia Cream Cheese Brick Pack

Daisy Sour Cream 16 oz

Pillsbury Crescent Rolls

Pillsbury Cinnamon Rolls
Hood Egg Nog 32 oz

2/49.00
2/4700
2/43.00
2/46.00
2/46.00
2/47.00

2/43.00
2/4500
2/4500
2/4500

Creamy Smooth Avocados

Tropical Large Size Pineapples
Ocean Spray Fresh Cranberries

All Purpose White Potatoes 5 Ib bag
Fresh Yams 79¢/1b
Whole Butternut Squash 99¢/Ib
California Large Size Artichokes............................. $1.99/ca

PBakesy

Our Own Chocolate Chip Cookies............ccccvueurunnnc. $249
Snow Flake Dinner Rolls........c.cccceeeneneeereeenenenrenenes $399
7" CaNNOli CAKE ......eueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $10.99
Mini Chocolate Eclairs..........ccooceevevveeereceeeeeereeeneennns $399
Sour Dough Boule Bread............ccccooueueieieeeeeeeeenenenns $3.99
8" Baked Apple Pie..........ccccccuniiiniiiiiciiiiciccee $4.99
8" Baked Pumpkin Pie ..........cccooruiioiicnieiiicine, $5.99

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP ¢(617) 846-6880 ® WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm; Sun: 7:30am-7pm « Not responsible for typographical errors. We have the right to limit quantities.

-2 TURKEY ORDER FORM 2023 ¢+

We Wil Have Feesh Butterball &

Shadybrook lurkeys (Fuailable

DATE OF ORDER:

 WINTHROP MARKETPLACE

CUSTOMER NAME:

ORDER TAKEN BY:

DATE & TIME TO BE PICKED UP:

FRESH TURKEYS

$1.89/Ib

SHADY BROOK HOTEL STYLE TURKEY......$ 2.99/Ib
SHADY BROOK FRESH TURKEY BREAST (4-8lbs)

$2.09/Ib

FROZEN TURKEYS

SHADY BROOK FRESH
10-16LB | 16-20LB

BUTTERBALL FRESH
10-16LB | 16-22LB

| 20-24LB

| 24LB&UP

BUTTERBALL
10-141B |

16-20LB

PHONE #:

(turkey weights are
approximate)

PEADLINE FOR ALL
TURKEY PRE-ORPERS
IS SATURPDAY NOV. 18

$2.69/1b

1.99/1b
| 20-24LB
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COUNCILOR COLETTA HOSTS ANNUAL SANTARPIO’S PIZZA ELECTION DAY GATHERING

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta hosted the
annual Santarpio’s Pizza Election Gathering at the well-
known establishment in East Boston Tuesday.

State Sen. Lydia Edwards and State Rep. Adrian
Madaro joined Councilor Coletta in welcoming Boston,
Suffolk County, and state officials to the East Boston
neighborhood.

el

City Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta and John Nucci, Senior
Vice President of External
Affairs at Suffolk University.

David Modica and State
Sen. Lydia Edwards.

Community leaders Neelesh
Batra and Mary Berninger.

New England Aquarium Vice President Rick Musiol Jr.,
Aquarium CEO Vikki Spruill, and Attorney Diana Modica.
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Former State Rep. Carlo Basile, former Senate President Robert Travaglini, former Boston
City Councilor Sal LaMattina, and Boston City Councilor-at-Large Michael Flaherty.

Py

Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta, pictured with her family, parents Ed Coletta and

Nina Coletta, fiancé Sebastian Zapata, sister, Angela Acevedo, who is holding her son,
Amadeo Acevedo.

Have you
a scheduled your
mammogram?

1 in 8 women in the United States will
develop breast cancer. If detected
early, survival rates are as high as 98%.

Early detection saves lives!
Call 617-568-4562 to schedule
your mammogram.

East Boston Neighborhood

Health Center

South End Community

Health Center
www.ebnhc.org < www.sechc.org

City Councilor Gabriela
Coletta welcomes Suffolk
County DA Kevin Hayden to
the Election Day Luncheon
at Santarpio’s.

City Councilor Gabriela Coletta and her nephew, Amadeo
Acevedo, with State Rep. Adrian Madaro.

Councilor-at-Large Ruthzee Louijeune, District 1 Councilor

Gabriela Coletta, and Councilor-at-Large candidate Henry

Santana.

Loom

Councilor-at-Large Michael Flaherty, Frank Perullo, Princi-

8

pal at Novus, and Atty. Paul Scapicchio, President and CEO
of Novus Group’s Government Affairs Division.

Massport joins others to launch
prestigious apprenticeship program

Massport and Boston’s
electrical workers union
and its highly-rated joint
apprenticeship  training
center are teaming up to
create more career path-
ways in the communities
they serve.

On Friday, October
27, Massport CEO Lisa
Wieland and Local 103
IBEW Business Manag-
er Lou Antonellis toured
the Greater Boston Joint
Apprentice Training Cen-
ter (JATC) together and
observed new apprentices
learning hands-on skills
as they forge new careers.
With an IBEW apprentice-
ship, students “earn while
they learn,” and are paid
competitive wages and
receive first class benefits
as soon as their training
begins.

One such apprentice
is Alejandro Cardenas,
an East Boston resident
who always wanted to
work with his hands. “I'm
learning everything, from
small outlets to part of the
high voltage system. This
is an amazing opportunity.
Everyone is for you, no-
body is against you, and
that’s one of the things
about this place. If you
ask something of a teach-
er, they will go out of their
way to find the answer for
you,” said Cardenas.

In April of 2023, Mass-
port and Local 103 IBEW
signed a three-year con-
tract ensuring the highest
standards of electric and
technician services for
Massport’s infrastructure
and facilities and a shared
commitment to creating
good, family-sustaining
jobs throughout Greater
Boston.

“Massport is proud to
partner with IBEW Lo-
cal 103 and the Greater
Boston Joint Apprentice
Training Center (JATC) to
hire East Boston resident
and apprentice electrician
Alejandro Cardenas at
Boston Logan Internation-

ston and IBEN\

roud to

PHOTO COURTESY CLARE KELLEY, 617MEDIAGROUP
Massport CEO Lisa Wieland and Local 103 IBEW Business
Manager Lou Antonellis prepare to tour the JATC

al Airport,” said Massport
CEO Lisa Wieland. “Sup-
porting programs like
these ensure employment
opportunities that are re-
flective and inclusive of
Massport’s  surrounding
communities. The hands-
on experience Alejandro
gains at the airport will be
essential throughout his
multi-year training pro-
gram.”

One of the highest-rat-
ed and most prestigious
apprenticeship programs
in the country, the JATC
Training Program was
created by the Internation-
al Brotherhood of Electri-
cal Workers, Local 103,
and the Greater Boston
Chapter of the National
Electrical Contractors As-
sociation (NECA) with
one goal — to produce the
most highly skilled and
professional electricians
and technicians in the in-
dustry. Each apprentice
completes 10,000 hours
of on-the-job training with
experienced journeyper-
sons, plus 1,000 hours of
intensive classroom in-
struction with qualified
instructors, leaving with
a Journey level electrician
or Systems Technician
Commonwealth of Mass
electrical license.

“We deeply value our

partnership with Mass-
port,” said Lou Anton-
ellis, Business Manager
and Financial Secretary
with Local 103 IBEW.
“Workforce development
and training are crucial to
keep creating the kind of
good, union jobs our com-
munities need. We’re very
proud that our partner-
ship will produce highly
skilled workers capable of
maintaining and expand-
ing operational services at
Logan Airport and other
crucial transportation in-
frastructure overseen by
Massport.

The mission of Local
103 IBEW is to provide
Greater Boston’s develop-
ers with the best-trained,
most-efficient, safest elec-
tricians and telecommuni-
cations specialists, while
fostering our Union’s
values of economic fair-
ness, equal opportunity
and charitable giving in
the communities we work,
live and raise our families.

Powering What’s Pos-
sible. The Massachusetts
Port Authority (Massport)
owns and operates Bos-
ton Logan International
Airport, public termi-
nals in the Port of Bos-
ton, Hanscom Field, and
Worcester Regional Air-
port.

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416
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Philip “Sonny” Viola
Retired Winthrop School Custodian known
for his wonderful disposition and personality

3 Family and
friends  are
respectfully
invited to at-
tend Visiting
Hours on Tuesday, No-
vember 14, from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m., in the Vertuccio
Smith & Vazza Beech-
wood Home for Funerals,
262 Beach St., Revere for
Philip J. “Sonny” Viola
who died on Saturday, No-
vember 4th at the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital
following a long illness.
He was 89 years old. A
Funeral Service will be
held in the funeral home at
1 p.m. Interment with mil-
itary honors will follow in
Woodlawn Cemetery, Ev-
erett.

Sonny was born in Bos-
ton on May 11,1934 to his
late parents, Joseph and
Phyllis (Delavora) Vio-
la, the only boy of four
children. He and his three
sisters were all raised and
educated in East Boston.

Sonny attended East
Boston High School. He
was drafted into the US
Army during the Korean
Conflict and proudly and
faithfully served his coun-
try from 1954 to 1957. He
was honorably discharged
as a Private 2n class.

Sonny then  began
working at A & B Shoes
on Essex Street in down-
town Boston and then
took a position as a bak-
er at Stop & Shop in the
production store for over
17 years. Sonny then left
to work for the Town of
Winthrop School Depart-
ment as a custodian.

Sonny had a wonderful
disposition and personali-
ty. Sonny was witty, kind,
personable and positive.

He was a very big sports
fan, especially of the Bos-
ton Sports Teams. He was
in a Bowling league for
many years at Central
Lanes in East Boston.

His love for his sisters
and their children was
very present. He was af-
fectionately known as
“Uncle Sonny.”

He was the beloved
brother of Marie Grazia-
no of Revere and her late
husband, William Grazia-
no, Lucille A. Abate and
her late husband, A. Ed
Abate and Jean R. Scari-
no and her late husband,
Raymond Scarino. He
was the cherished uncle of
Cheryl A. Vargus, Charles
E. Green and his compan-
ion, Caroline Winter and
Kenneth Green, all of Re-
vere and the late David W.
Green; the treasured grand
uncle of Tiffany Green
and her companion, Kirk
Crowley and Chloe A.
Green, all of Revere.

In lieu of flowers, re-
membrances may be made
in Sonny’s Memory to the
Jimmy Fund — Dana Far-
ber Cancer Institute, P.O.
Box 849168 Boston, MA
02284-9168.

For online guest book,
please visit: www.vertuc-
ciosmithvazza.com.

LEGAL NOTICE er P
COMMONWEALTH of Billerica, MA.
OF MASSACHUSETTS AWill has been admitted
THE TRIAL COURT to informal probate.
PROBATE AND Paul R. Konikowski of
FAMILY COURT Billerica, MA has been
Suffolk Division informally appointed as
INFORMAL PROBATE the Personal Represen-
PUBLICATION tative of the estate to
NOTICE serve without surety on
Docket No. the bond.
SU23P2421EA The estate is heing ad-
Estate of: ministered under infor-
Donald Bradford mal procedure by the

Roy Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code
without supervision by
the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not
required to be filed with
the Court, but interested
parties are enfitled to

Also Known As:

Donald B. Roy

Date of Death:

July 20, 2023

To all persons interested
in the above captioned
estate hy Petition of Peti-

tioner Paul R. Konikowski

notice regarding the
administration from the
Personal Representative
and can pefition the
Court in any matter
relating fo the estate,
including distribution of
assefs and expenses of
administration. Inferest-
ed parties are entitled

to petition the Court fo
institute formal proceed-
ings and o obtain orders
terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal
Representatives ap-
pointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the
Petitioner.

11/08/23
EB

OBITUARI

All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of
$150.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit,
Please send to
obits@reverejournal,com

ot call 7814850588

OBITUARIES

Viola Caggiano
Her legacy of love, warmth and hospitality
will continue to inspire those who were
touched by her presence

Viola Caggiano, loving-
ly known to her family and
friends, peacefully passed
away on October 18.

She was the devoted
wife of the late Michael F.
Caggiano and a cherished
mother to Sandra Caggia-
no, Corinne Barisano and
her late husband, Ronald,
Michael F. Caggiano Jr.
and his wife, Pamela and
Cammy Green and her
late husband, Charles. Vi-
ola was also a beloved sis-
ter of the late Frances DiS-
tasi, Orlando Bossi, Anna
Manfra, Domenic Bossi,
and Carmella DiRienzo.

Viola’s legacy extended
through generations, as she
was a doting grandmother
to Michael F. Caggiano II1
and his wife, Kelly and
Krysta Caggiano and her
husband, Robb Brooks.
She took immense joy in
her role as a great-grand-
mother to Gianna, Mi-
chael and John, cherishing
each moment with them.
Her love and warmth were
felt by many loving nieces
and nephews.

Born on July 26, 1926,
Viola spent her entire life
as a proud resident of East
Boston. In 1954, she mar-
ried the love of her life,
Michael F. Caggiano, em-
barking on a journey filled
with love and cherished
memories. Viola had a
passion for spending time
with her family, enjoying
spirited card games and
evenings filled with bingo.
Tuesday nights were re-
served for poker with her
closest girlfriends and she
reveled in hosting holi-
days, upholding traditions,
and preparing Sunday din-

| eTaseR G
ners that brought everyone
together.

Viola was known for
her open-door policy,
welcoming all with open
arms. Her home was a
place of warmth and hos-
pitality, where countless
cherished memories were
created.

Friends and family paid
their respects during visit-
ing hours at the Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home,
971 Saratoga Street, East
Boston, on Monday, Octo-
ber 23 and again on Tues-
day, October 24 followed
by a Funeral Mass in cel-
ebration of Viola’s life
celebrated at Sacred Heart
Church on Brooks Street,
East Boston. Following
the Mass, Viola was laid
to rest beside her beloved
husband at Woodlawn
Cemetery in Everett.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be
made to Care Dimensions
at 75 Liberty Street, Dan-
vers, MA. Viola’s memory
will forever live on in the
hearts of those who had
the privilege of knowing
her, and her legacy of love,
warmth, and hospitality
will continue to inspire
those who were touched
by her presence.

Joseph Costanzo
Local 22 Laborer’s Union Retiree

Joseph
Costanzo of
Winthrop,
formerly  of
East Boston,
passed away at home on
October 29. He was 93
years old.

Born in East Boston,
the beloved son of the
late Francesca (Arrigo)
and Giovanni Costanzo,
he was a resident of Win-
throp for over 50 years,
he worked as a laborer for
Local 22. He was also a
member of the National
Guard.

He was the devoted
husband of the late Jose-
phine (Olivieri) and the
loving father of Francine
Pappas Mariano and her
husband, Richard and
Maria DelPapa and her
husband, Joseph, all of
Danville, NH, John Cos-
tanzo of Winthrop, Debra
Crescente and her hus-
band, Anthony of Med-
ford and Joseph Costanzo,
Jr. and his wife, Lisa of
Revere; dear brother of
the late Leo Costanzo and
Orazio “Ray” Costanzo;
cherished grandfather of
Sean Pappas and his wife,
Nanci of Peabody, Alaina
Pappas and her partner,
Eric Barrows of Orlando,
Florida, Joseph DiRocco
and his wife, Cassidy of
Saugus, Anthony Crescen-
te and his wife, Samantha
of Wakefield, Christopher
Costanzo and Darren Cos-
tanzo of Revere and great
grandfather of Bradley
Pappas, Joshua Pappas,
Matthew Pappas and Luca
DiRocco.

He was lovingly cared
for by family and friends,
Parc at Harbor View,
Neighborhood Pace, Care
Dimensions and Right at

N—

Home.
Relatives and friends
attended the visitation

from the Caggiano-O’Ma-
ley-Frazier Funeral Home,
Winthrop on Sunday, No-
vember 5 and the funeral
was conducted from the
funeral home on Monday,
November 6 followed by
a Funeral Mass in St. John
the Evangelist Church,
320 Winthrop St., Win-
throp. Services concluded
with the interment in the
Belle Isle section of Win-
throp Cemetery.

Memorial ~ donations
may be sent to Care Di-
mensions, 75 Sylvan St.,
Danvers MA 01923 or go
to www.caredimensions.
org.

To sign the online
guestbook, go to www.
caggianofuneralhome.
com.

Rose Elena Tacelli
Passed on November 3rd

Rose Elena (Madd-
alone) Tacelli passed
away peacefully on No-
vember 3. She was the
loving daughter of the
late Frank and Carmella
(Grieco) Maddalone and
the beloved wife of the
late Arthur Tacelli. Rose
was the devoted mother of
Carla Tacelli DiRuzza and
her husband, Carmine.

She was the cherished
grandmother of Christo-
pher and Christina Di-
Ruzza, the dear sister of
Saverio, Frank and the late
Phillip “Beebe” Madd-
alone and the sister-in-law
of the very special Ken-
neth Tacelli.

Family and friends hon-
ored Rose by gathering
at her treasured parish,
St. Joseph - St. Lazarus
Church, 59 Ashley St.,
East Boston, on Monday,
November 6, from 3 to 7
p.m. and again on Tues-
day, November 7 for an
11 a.m. Mass celebrating
her life. Services conclud-

ed with Rose being laid to
rest at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery in Everett.

If you wish, in lieu of
flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made in
Rose’s name to the Cam-
pus School at Boston Col-
lege, 140 Commonwealth
Ave., Chestnut Hill 02467,
Attention: Tom Miller. To
leave an online condo-
lence, visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Arrangements under the
personal care of the Rug-
giero Family Memorial
Home, East Boston.

Salvatore “Sal” Napolitano
Retired MWRA Maintenance Mechanic
and member of East Boston ITAM

Family and
friends are re-
spectfully in-
vited to attend
visiting hours
on Friday, November 10th
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. in the
Vertuccio Smith & Vaz-
za Beechwood Home for
Funerals, 262 Beach St.,
Revere for Salvatore J.
“Sal” Napolitano who died
following a brief Illness
with Pancreatic Cancer. He
would have celebrated his
78th birthday on Novem-
ber 19th. A Funeral Mass
will follow the visitation at
12 noon in St. Anthony of
Padua Church, 250 Revere
St., Revere. Interment will
be held privately.

Sal was born to his late
parents, Ralph and (Noto)
Vincenza in Winthrop.
He was raised with his
two sisters and brother
in East Boston, educated
in Boston Public Schools
and attended East Boston
High School. Sal enlisted
in the United States Army
during the Viet Nam War.
He proudly and bravely
served his country from
1965-1967. He returned
home, married and had two
daughters, Dawn and Kris-
tin. He remained in East
Boston for many years, un-
til moving to Saugus with
his daughter, Kristin, over

23 years ago.

Sal worked as a Main-
tenance  Mechanic  for
the Massachusetts Wa-

ter Resources Authority
(MWRA) at the Deer Is-
land Facility in Winthrop
for over thirty years. Some
of Sal’s favorite ways to
spend time was fishing, go-
ing for boat rides and lis-

tening to music. He was a
member of the East Boston
ITAM Club, where he so-
cialized with many friends
and fellow veterans. He
loved spending time with
his grandchildren and great
grandchildren. Sal loved
his family unconditionally.
He was the loving fa-
ther of Dawn M. Ryan of
Auburn, ME and Kiristin
Faiella and her husband,
Joseph, Jr. of Saugus; the
cherished papa of eight
grandchildren and two
great grandchildren; the
former husband of Elaine
C. (Powers) Napolitano of
East Boston; the treasured
brother of Susan McMa-
hon of Revere and her late
husband, Philip McMahon,
Gerard Napolitano of East
Boston and the late Nancy
Fontaine. He is also lov-
ingly survived by several
nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces and grandnephews.
In lieu of flowers, please
make a donation in Sal’s
memory to Make A Wish
Foundation Mass & RI,
133 Federal St. 2nd Floor,
Boston, MA 02110.
For online guestbook,
please visit: www.vertuc-
ciosmithvazza.com.

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL HOME

J

\ .

Vertuccio Smith
& Vazza

Beechwood Home for Funerals

Honoring Memories and traditions, one family at a time
139 years of continuous, faithful & trusted service in East Boston & Revere

*

vazzafunerals.com | 262 Beach St. Revere, MA 02151
781-284-1127 | 781-284-7756
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Build a bowl

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

There are many ways
that “Bowl Meals” can be
a lifesaver for busy cooks.
Whether you order bowls
for takeout or prepare
them at home, they fit into
a busy life and the hectic
holiday season.

With some preparation,
you can have the ingredi-
ents for a tasty bowl ready
to layer for dining at home
or take with you for a meal
away from home. You can
make bowls for breakfast,
lunch, or dinner for your-
self or the whole family.

You can make all com-
ponents from scratch or
stock your pantry with
healthy products to create
your masterpieces. Our
pantry has prepared grains
and cans of tuna and salm-
on with vegetables. Some-
times, our bowl meal is
simply a grain or legume
with one of those cans of
protein and vegetables on
top.

Growing Popularity

The catering firm Mai-

World’s largest franchise operator acquires a planet fi

Special to the Times-Free Press

Flynn Restaurant Group
LP (“Flynn”), the largest
franchise operator in the
world, announced it has
acquired a highly-success-
ful Planet Fitness franchise
from Alder Partners, LLC,
which operates 37 loca-
tions in two major mar-
kets in the United States.
A significant investment
for Flynn, it is the oper-
ator’s first foray into an
adjacent sector outside
of the restaurant space
since its founding in 1999.
Fifth Third Securities fa-
cilitated on both sides of
the transaction, serving
as both the sell-side ad-
visor for Alder Partners
and left lead arranger and
administrative agent for
Flynn. Coinciding with
its entry into fitness, Fly-
nn Restaurant Group also
announced its rebranding
to Flynn Group, a change
which reflects its evolved
vision to be the premier
franchise operator in the
world, spanning multiple
industries and countries.

With  leading posi-
tions in some of the most
recognized consumer
brands, Flynn Group has
an unrivaled track record
of successfully scaling
multi-unit consumer con-
cepts. Its focus has been
on building a portfolio
of dominant and distinct,
valuebased brands and
supporting them with a
unique structure and cul-
ture to deliver superior and

son Culinaire explained
the 30% growth of the
bowl in chain and fast food
restaurants. Among their
reasons for adding bowls
to their menu is the abili-
ty to substitute gluten-free
or low-carb ingredients
for simple high-carb ones
for the health-conscious
or those with restricted
diets. They can also offer
options for nutritionally
balanced meals, indulgent
or decadent bowls, or pure
comfort food.

This meal staple is
prevalent across Asia. You
can adapt yours to the fla-
vors of many cuisines.
Burrito bowls are among
the most popular takeout
items these days.

Bowl Basics

There have been cook-
books written on the ba-
sics of building a meal
bowl. Your public library
should have a few in both
physical and ebook forms.
The Internet is a treasure
trove of ideas to brain-
storm what you want in
your bowl.

sustained risk-adjusted re-
turns. With its rebranding
to Flynn Group, the op-
erator iS now in a unique
position to tap into new,
complimentary  markets
at scale, with no distrac-
tion to its core restaurant
businesses. The Planet Fit-
ness acquisition is Flynn
Group’s third major move
in 2023, which was high-
lighted by significant in-
ternational deals including
Wendy’s and Pizza Hut in
Australia.

“We’re incredibly ex-
cited to enter a new sec-
tor and, with it, our third
chapter of growth at Fly-
nn,” said Greg Flynn,
Founder, Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer
of Flynn Group. “For over
a decade, our focus was
exclusively on building
our Applebee’s business,
and establishing best prac-
tices in structure, culture
and systems. Chapter two
was about diversification
across the restaurant in-
dustry to mirror its com-
position, welcoming new
brands such as Taco Bell,
Panera, Arby’s, Wendy’s
and Pizza Hut to the Flynn
family. Chapter three will
layer on two new growth
channels — international
restaurants and adjacent,
consumer-facing fran-
chised businesses — such
as fitness — to our core
domestic restaurant busi-
ness. We are eager to ac-
celerate growth across all
channels and to bring our
full capabilities to bear to

We start with a base
layer like pasta, noodles,
grains, legumes, or beans.
We tend to choose some-
thing filling. Top this with
colorful  vegetables in
easy-to-eat forms, for ex-
ample, shredded carrots
or chopped cabbage. Add
some bites of a protein
source. Salmon, chick-
en, shrimp, sausages, and
cheese are among our fa-
vorites to star on the top of
our bowls.

Once your layers are
in place, it’s time to add
some moisture and crunch.
Keep the crunch and sauce
on the side if you’re pack-
ing the bowl to go. The
saucy note could be a sal-
ad dressing, yogurt, raita,
or dip like the nuoc cham
we love on Vietnamese
noodle salad. Crunch can
come from nuts, croutons,
sliced chilies, or pickled
vegetables.

Holiday Bowls

There are two ways
bowls fit into holiday
meal planning. First is to
feed various friends and

drive even more value for
our franchise systems and
customers alike.”

When evaluating po-
tential complementary
segments for expansion,
the fast-growing consum-
er fitness category was a
primary target for Flynn
Group. With an invest-
ment thesis built on con-
cepts that offer consumers
a substantial value prop-
osition and expertise in
operating multi-unit and
multi-state consumer fac-
ing franchised businesses,
the Planet Fitness brand
aligned seamlessly with
Flynn Group, leading it
ultimately to Alder Part-
ners. One of Planet Fit-
ness’ original and most re-
spected franchisees, Alder
Partners’ footprint spans
two markets — Atlanta and
Boston — with 37 clubs.
With Flynn Group’s ac-
quisition, the portfolio is
now positioned for sub-
stantial growth via new
club development and fol-
low-on acquisitions.

“You’d be hard pressed
to find a more respected
and dedicated franchisee
in the Planet Fitness sys-
tem than Alder,” added
Greg Flynn. “Under Stan
DeMartinis’  leadership,
Alder grew its Planet Fit-
ness portfolio to 37 clubs,
and did so without waver-
ing from its core values,
which are lock step with
our own. We are excited
to have found such a great
partner to enter the Planet
Fitness brand and we are

* Revere * Everett « Winthrop * Lynn ¢ East Boston * Chelsea * Charlestown
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CAR FOR SALE

Auto For Sale

2014 infinity 50
4 door 18,000 orig
miles, garaged
inside, blue mint
condition. $23,500
call 857-272-2214.
11/15/23

deadlines are

espaiol Please call
Susan 617-389-6190

DEADLINES: For
classified line ads,

Monday by 4 p.m.
Call 781-485-0588

HELP WANTED SPACE FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

$2,500, 2 parking spaces.

Post Office Bldg., E.Boston
617-569-2016

For Advertising Rates,
Call 617-884-2416

This Vietnamese noodle salad is one of our favorite bowl meals.

family from prepared
bowl ingredients. Putting
out a table of options and
encouraging everyone to
make their personal bowl
allows a host to enjoy the
gathering.

The second is to make
bowls with the leftovers
from a holiday meal or
party. Let’s take the tradi-
tional Thanksgiving meal
as an example. The base
layer could be stuffing,

looking forward to an out-
standing partnership.” The
Alder management team
will continue to run the
business under the Flynn
Group umbrella, with its
founder, Stan DeMartinis,
Jr., leading the team as
Brand President.

Alder Partners has been
part of the Planet Fitness
system since 2007, when
the family run business
converted its World Gym
location in East Boston,
MA to Planet Fitness.
Alder Partners saw rapid
growth over the next sev-
eral years after signing an
Area Development Agree-
ment (ADA) in 2010 with
Planet Fitness to develop
the Atlanta DMA. Over
the past 12 years, Alder
has organically developed
31 additional clubs in
Massachusetts and Geor-
gia. In 2020, it acquired
six additional locations
from the PollyDot Corp.
in MA.

“It was a very emotion-
al decision to weigh the
benefits of selling my fam-
ily’s business to an outside
party,” said Stan DeMarti-
nis, Jr., Managing Partner,
Alder Partners. “After a
series of conversations
with Greg and his team, it
became evident that they
would allow us to grow
on many different levels. I
am thrilled to have found
a partner who aligns with
our core values, invest-
ment horizon, and that’s
dedicated to helping ac-
celerate our growth and
bring an affordable health
and wellness experience
to more and more people.
We believe we have the
foundation of a unique-

mashed potatoes, or roast-
ed root vegetables.

Those roasted vege-
tables could also be the
colorful second layer. You
could lighten the bowl by
using vegetable sides, like
Brussels sprouts, green
beans, or even peas and
carrots from your freezer.
The turkey is the protein,
and the gravy is the sauce.

Just as the traditional
meal needs the brightness

ly differentiated platform
that does not exist in the
Planet Fitness ecosys-
tem today and are excited
about the future with Fly-

nn Group.”
Under the Flynn Group
umbrella, the business

will continue with growth
in its current ADA with
plans to open three addi-
tional Planet Fitness clubs
within the coming four
months. One of the earli-
est franchisees in the Plan-
et Fitness system, Alder
has deep connections to
the Planet Fitness corpo-
rate team and is a trusted
advisor to other franchi-
sees as Stan DeMartinis is
an active, founding board
member of the Planet Fit-
ness Independent Fran-
chisee Council (PFIFC),
an organization in which
he has held various lead-
ership roles including a
multi-year term as Pres-
ident. Flynn Group will
rely heavily on those re-
lationships and Alder’s
expertise in this sector,
including an unmatched
team of dedicated fitness
operators, to execute on
the growth strategy and to
ensure the established cul-
ture of success established
by the DeMartinis Family,
continues.

Flynn Group LP (for-
merly Flynn Restaurant
Group) is the largest
franchise operator in the
world. Founded by Chair-
man & CEO Greg Flynn
in 1999, Flynn Restaurant
Group currently owns and
operates 2,600 restaurants
and fitness clubs in 44
states and two countries,
generating  $4.5 billion
in sales and employing

and tart notes of cranberry
sauce to wake the palate,
we put this on the side to
add to the bites you eat.
Many times, nuts are on
the holiday table or on
hand for seasonal baking.
We suggest pecans for a
Thanksgiving bowl.

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh &
Local? Send an email to
Penny@ BostonZest.com
with your suggestion.

ness franchise

75,000 people. It’s affili-
ate, Flynn Properties Inc.,
owns 121 hotels in the
United States and Mexico,
including 109 franchised
hotels. More information
is available at www.flynn.
com.

Alder Partners, LLC
(Alder) is a privately held
multi-unit franchisee of
Planet Fitness. Alder Part-
ners is a family run busi-
ness that currently owns
and operates a total of 37
Planet Fitness clubs in
Georgia and Massachu-
setts. As an independent
franchise the company
was built on core val-
ues. Those values include
having a customer centric
mindset, unwavering per-
severance, integrity, loy-
alty, gratitude and being
family oriented.

Founded in 1992 in Do-
ver, NH, Planet Fitness is
one of the largest and fast-
est-growing  franchisors
and operators of fitness
centers in the world by
number of members and
locations. As of June 30,
2023, Planet Fitness had
more than 18.4 million
members and 2,472 stores
in 50 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico,
Canada, Panama, Mexico
and Australia. The Com-
pany’s mission is to en-
hance people’s lives by
providing a high-quality
fitness experience in a wel-
coming, non-intimidating
environment, which we
call the Judgement Free
Zone®. More than 90%
of Planet Fitness stores are
owned and operated by
independent business men
and women.

63-year-old charged after police recover large
amount of drugs in East Boston apartment

An East Boston man
is facing numerous drug
charges after a several
months-long  investiga-
tion led to the recovery
of 240 grams of fentanyl,
65 grams of cocaine, 13
grams of crack cocaine,
and 15 pounds of marijua-
na from his home, Suffolk
District Attorney Kevin
Hayden announced.

ROBERT CIAMPI, 63,
was charged Thursday in
East Boston BMC with
trafficking in cocaine more
than 36 grams, trafficking
in fentanyl more than 10
grams, possession with
intent to distribute class A
(subsequent offense), pos-

session with intent to dis-
tribute class B (subsequent
offense), possession with
intent to distribute class C
(subsequent offense), and
possession with intent to
distribute class D (subse-
quent offense).

Judge Debra DelVec-
chio set bail at $5,000 and
ordered Ciampi to remain
drug and alcohol free with
GPS monitoring and home
confinement except from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Wednes-
days through Saturdays for
work. Ciampi is due back
in court on December 6 for
a probable cause hearing.

At Thursday’s arraign-
ment, Assistant District

Attorney Amanda Taylor
referenced Ciampi’s pri-
or record, which stretches
back to 1975 and includes
entries of various drug
offenses and convictions.
Ciampi served a four-year
sentence on his most re-
cent drug-related convic-
tion.

At about 11:08 am, on
November 1, Boston po-
lice executed a search
warrant in an apartment at
54 Orleans Street in East
Boston, belonging to Ci-
ampi. Police located var-
ious narcotics throughout
the apartment, including a

See POLICE Page 11
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Harboring Creativity: Launching East Boston Artists at the ICA Watershed

Special to the Times-Free Press

The East Boston Artists
Group presents Harboring
Creativity: Launching East
Boston Artists at the ICA
Watershed. Featuring the
work of 40 local emerging
and established artists who
live, work, or create in
East Boston, this presenta-
tion is a wonderful reflec-
tion of the creativity and
innovation of East Boston
and the surrounding neigh-
borhoods. Harboring Cre-
ativity will be on view at
the ICA Watershed on
November 18 and 19 from
11 am. — 4 p.m. The ICA
Watershed is located in the
Boston Shipyard and Ma-
rina, 256 Marginal Street
in East Boston. Entry is
free and the artists will be
selling their works (cash;
credit; Venmo/Zelle).

“For the past 23 years,
the East Boston Artists
Group has promoted and
supported the many artists
in East Boston through
making their works of
art available to the pub-
lic” according to June
Krinsky-Rudder, one of
three co-founders of the
group. “Founded in 2000,
our very first exhibits —
hosted by ZUMIX (the
award-winning organiza-
tion for youth leadership
through music) — focused
on the fact that East Boston
is more than an airport; it’s
a community. Our hum-
ble beginnings in artists’
living rooms led to eleven
artists carving out studios
at 80 Border Street and
hosting our first Open Stu-
dios just 14 months after
our founding, adding more
artists to the building just
a few weeks before that.
Early support from the
East Boston Foundation,
Tony’s Realty, ZUMiX,
and a number of local
restaurants and business-
es helped to put EBAG
and Eastie on the cultur-
al map. The East Boston
Community Development
Corporation  purchased
80 Border Street in 2006,
bringing the structure to

code, and attracting the
attention of other devel-
opers. Since then, the bur-
geoning arts scene (Atlan-
tic Works Gallery, Boston
East Gallery, Clip Art Gal-
lery at Clippership Wharf,
HarborArts, the ICA Wa-
tershed, and Veronica Ro-
bles Cultural Center), and
a vibrant blend of cultures
have helped to make the
neighborhood a destina-
tion for visitors and a more
interesting place to live.
It’s exciting to have the
ICA Watershed partnering
with EBAG to share our
art in their beautiful space
which connects us with
East Boston’s history as
well as its future.”

“Growing up on the
East Boston waterfront
has been an exciting jour-
ney,” stated Artist, Diane
Modica. She added, “Its
current transformation fol-
lows a storied past of ship
building and repair, dock
workers, fishing boats,
cargo ships, ferries, rail
cargo, and transit. All of
these were mainstays of
the local economy before
the port’s decline.

Modica added, “ I am
very excited that today
we see a renaissance of the
East Boston waterfront,
with a rich and diverse mix
of activities throughout
our many neighborhoods.
, This transformation in-
cludes stunning new parks
and harbor walks, busy
marinas, modern hous-
ing, reborn water transit,
restaurants, entertainment,
a sailing center, commu-
nity gardens and farms, a
reemerging shipyard, en-
during ship pilots, and ex-
citing new art venues like
the ICA Watershed along
with existing and new art
galleries on the water.

In addition, Modica
states, “The Massachusetts
Public Waterways Act pro-
vides that that non water-
front dependent develop-
ment must allow the public
meaningful access to the
site where development
occurs. The ICA has been
exemplary in meeting their

obligation and making
good on their commitment
to East Boston. Not only
has it offered its own com-
pelling seasonal exhibits at
the Watershed, but also it
has collaborated with the
East Boston Artists Group
for this exhibit as well as
with other community or-
ganizations including East
Boston Social Centers,
the East Boston Health
Center, and the Veronica
Robles Cultural Center for
their events.”

The exciting group of
artists featured are just
a small number of the
rich and diverse group
of working artists in and
around Boston. Please see
here the full list of artists
participating in this year’s
presentation.

Also on view is The
Beautiful Worlds of Da-
vid Riley. This 15-minute
short film is a collaboration
between East Boston artist
David Riley and Waltham
documentary  filmmaker
Cathleen O’Connell. Riley
is a self-taught artist who
was exposed to high lev-
els of lead as a child. He
began painting in his 40s,
drawing inspiration for his
colorful canvases from the
streets of Boston as well as
pop culture, movies, and
television. O’Connell is an
independent documentary
producer whose work has
been broadcast on PBS,
Discovery, and the Histo-
ry Channel. The film also
features an interview with
David’s mother and long-
time East Boston resident,
Fran Riley, who traces her
son’s journey as an artist.
Fran hopes the film will
lead to greater awareness
about the long-term im-
pact of lead poisoning on
both individuals and fam-
ilies.

The East Boston Artists
Group is grateful to our
sponsors - including our
partnership with the Insti-
tute of Contemporary Art,
Boston - for their support
of this important presen-
tation. (Please contact
Diane Modica for addi-

tional sponsorship oppor-
tunities.)

The East Boston Art-
ists Group (EBAG) was
founded in 2000 and held
its first Open Studios in
2001. The mission of
the organization is to in-
troduce residents of our
neighborhood, and visi-
tors from elsewhere to the
vibrant arts community
and artwork of East Bos-
ton. Over the course of
23 years, we have accom-
plished this through annu-
al Open Studios events,
Holiday Open Houses, and
exhibits within and outside
of the neighborhood.

In 2018, the Institute of
Contemporary Art opened
the ICA Watershed to the
public, expanding artistic
and educational program-
ming on both sides of Bos-

ton Harbor—the Seaport
and East Boston. Located
in the Boston Harbor Ship-
yard and Marina, the ICA
Watershed transformed a
15,000-square-foot,  for-
merly condemned space
into a cultural asset to ex-
perience large-scale-art.
It has since presented one
immersive exhibition each
summer, until it was closed
to the public in 2020 to
support the city and state
in their efforts to contain
the spread of COVID-19.
During the pandemic, it
was used as a food dis-
tribution site to address a
direct need within the East
Boston community, which
experienced one of the
highest rates of COVID-19
in Boston. The cross-har-
bor connection to the Wa-
tershed was designed to

deepen the vibrant inter-
section of contemporary
art and civic life in Boston
and is central to the ICA’s
vision of art, civic life, and
urban vitality.

While East Boston’s sto-
ried history as a shipbuild-
ing mecca, working port
and immigration gateway
is woven into the com-
munity consciousness, the
East Boston waterfront has
only recently been reac-
tivated. This has enabled
the public access to enjoy
magnificent views, parks,
sailing, boating, housing,
restaurants, and entertain-
ment contributing to East-
ie’s growth and prosperity.
It also proves that East
Boston’s attraction, value
and vitality continue to
offer numerous opportuni-
ties to live, work and play.
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plastic bag of white pow-
der and a plastic bag of tan
powder in a black chest lo-
cated next to a crib, which
belongs to Ciampi’s two-
year-old child.

As a result, officers re-
covered  approximately
240 grams of fentanyl,
65 grams of cocaine, 12
grams of crack cocaine,
10 pounds of marijuana,
psychedelic mushrooms
and $7,500 in cash from
the apartment.

According to the web-
site AddictionResource.
net, the street cost per
gram of fentanyl runs be-
tween $150 and $200,
making the street value
of 240 grams as high as

A SHORT STORY ABOUT
GROWING UP WITH AN
UNFAIR ADVANTAGE.

POLIO.

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS.

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

o
American ]
Academy of
Orthopaedic
Surgeons

aaos.org/75years

s A0S
N CELEBRATING

HUMAN HEALING
orthoinfo.org

$48,000.

Data released earlier
this year by the Massa-
chusetts Department of
Public Health showed
that opioid-related over-
dose deaths in the state
rose 2.5 percent in 2022
compared to 2021, and
that 2022 overdose deaths
were 9.1 percent higher
than the pre-pandemic
peak in 2016. The data
also showed that fentanyl
was present in 93 percent
of fatal opioid overdoses
where a toxicology report
was available.

“Fentanyl is a death
drug, plain and simple.
The amount seized here —

240 grams of fentanyl,
plus sizeable quantities of
other drugs—represents a
tremendous amount of po-
tential human devastation.
We’ve seen the impact of
fentanyl use all over Suf-
folk County, both in con-
centrated areas like Mass
and Cass and in countless
locations throughout our
neighborhoods. We will
not relent in pursuing the
people who are traffick-
ing this killer substance,”
Hayden said.

All charged individu-
als are presumed innocent
until and unless proven
guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt.

THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 16
At6 PM

PUBLIC NOTICE

As a part of East Boston Cannabis
Company'’s "Positive Impact Plan"
EBCC has made the following
educational classes available on ZOOM.

https://princelobel.zoom.us/j/820529810257?pwd=

Pl

2Aj6uasOXdDgbiFbxrQZ4rwa9MEhgs.1

East Boston Cannabis Company is committed to
providing educational programs and informational
sessions geared towards individuals from the
Target Areas and/or Massachusetts Residents who
have, or have parents or spouses who have, past
drug convictions that are interested in the cannabis
industry, with specific focuses on marijuana
retailers and entrepreneurship.

Such educational events will specifically include,
but not be limited to, information on licensing
workshops (i.e., guidance on filing applications

with the Commission), preparation of standard

operating policies

Massachusetts cannabis market overview and

and procedures,

METRC best practices.
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BOSTON’S VETERANS DAY PARADE

The November 4 Bos- marched to the corner of to honor the service and
ton Veterans Day Pa- Park and Tremont Streets, sacrifice of veterans and
rade began at the Boston and ended at 1 City Hall their families, as well as a
Public Library located Plaza. This was anew and thank you to all who con-
on Boylston Street and exciting parade designed tinue to serve.
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PHOTO BY PATRICK O'CONNOR
ROTC contingent from East Boston High School marching in the Veterans Day Parade on
Saturday, November 4, in the Back Bay.

PHOTO -COURTESY.THE MAYO_RS Ol
Families brought photos of family members who served in the military.
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PHOTO COURTESY THE AYORS OFFICE
Boston thanks our veterans for their service and their selflessness.

REMEMBER TO THANK
TERAN TODAY

ADRIAN
MADARO

State Representative
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Ddaﬂ we remember and
honor those who made
the ultimate Sacrlﬁce

Lydia Edwards

STATE SENATOR

)

'~ We thank and appr eéiate our vetér ans
We can Never forget

from the staff of
Channel Fish

370 East Eagle St., Boston MA

T e iy

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

THANK YOU VETERANS

e Ample Off Street Parking ¢ Complimentary Valet Parking ® Nonsectarian
Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends ¢ Se Habla Espanol

617-569-0990 ¢ Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston




