
By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Theresa Strachila, a 
Program Manager with 
GrowBoston – the Of-
fice of Urban Agriculture, 
again joined the Harbor 
View Neighborhood Asso-
ciation’s (HVNA) month-
ly meeting on Monday to 
provide an update about 
the 64 Homer Street par-
cel. 

In a process that has 
spanned several months, 
Strachila has been work-
ing to gather feedback 
concerning what residents 
would like to see at the 
city-owned 2,500-square-
foot parcel that has been 
vacant for several years.  

Back in April, Strachila 
joined an HVNA meeting 
and received split feed-
back, with some wanting 
the parcel to be used as 
public open space while 
others favored it being 
used as private open space. 

In April, it was revealed 
that at the time, there 
was interest in the parcel 
from Eastie Farm, a local 

non-profit that focuses on 
climate justice, food ac-
cess, and education. There 
was also interest from an 
abutter who had been al-
ready taking care of the 
property for years. 

Then, in June, Strachi-
la went before the HVNA 
again and conducted a 
preliminary vote via raised 
hands, which revealed that 
attendees were in favor 
of the parcel being sold 
as private open space in a 
vote of 17-8.

However, in an update 
on Monday, Strachila ex-
plained she has received 
more testimony about the 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Monday, 
Oct. 9th,  Columbus 
Day Holiday, Trash 

will be delayed 
by one day. 

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Sorry 

We’re Closed

The Independent Newspaper Group 
offices will be closed on Columbus Day, 

Monday,
October 9, 2023

Ad deadline is 
Friday  Oct. 6th

ANNUAL ANNA’S MONSTER DASH

Two hundred runners, including members of the Boston Police Department District A7, participated in the 3rd Annual 
Anna’s Monster Dash at the Salesian Boys & Girls Club of East Boston on October 1. Shown above is Luigi DiGregorio, age 
8, in a riding bear costume, running up Byron Street. See pages 10 and 11 for more photos.
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By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Staff from the Boston 
Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) 
joined the Gove Street 
Citizens Association’s 
(GSCA) monthly meeting 
last week to detail how 
PLAN: East Boston would 
impact the Gove Street 
area. 

Kristina Ricco, a Senior 
Planner with the BPDA, 
highlighted the purpose of 
the planning initiative that 
kicked off in 2018 and had 
its complete draft released 
at the beginning of Sep-
tember. 

“The purpose of PLAN: 
East Boston is really to 
update the neighbor-
hood’s zoning code and 
make short and long-term 
planning level recom-
mendations for the neigh-
borhood’s public realm, 

which is primarily streets 
and sidewalks,” said Ric-
co. 

In what Ricco referred 
to as most relevant for 
those in attendance at the 
meeting, the BPDA plans 
to make “modest changes” 
to the Gove Street area’s 
zoning code. 

One of the first pro-
posed changes is a bound-
ary update on Maverick 
Street to zone it in a tem-
porary bucket subdistrict 
called MFR/LS (Multi-
family Residential/Local 
Shopping). 

Ricco explained that 
this designation would 
treat both sides of Maver-
ick Street similarly to how 
Gove Street is today. Ad-
ditionally, this subdistrict 
prefers developments to 
have retail on the ground 

GSCA hosts 
BPDA to discuss 
PLAN: East Boston

64 Homer Street debate rages on

See PLAN Page 6
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by Marianne Salza

Boston Harbor Ship-
yard & Marina held an 
Open House and Invest-
ment Plan Information 
Session on September 28 
to explain their proposed 
improvements for the ag-
ing 25-acre facility, and 
offer an opportunity for 
those interested to ask 
questions, as many Jeffries 
Point residents feel that 
their voices have been un-
heard, and their inquiries 
ignored during moderated 

meetings. 
“My biggest concern is 

for my family,” said Bill 
Jennings, father of a tod-
dler and infant. “The com-
mercial building proposed 
for boat repair is big. They 
don’t know how tall the 
roof will be. It’s a signifi-
cant building on the low-
est part of the neighbor-
hood. The Jeffries Point 
community is trying to un-
derstand, and is extremely 
concerned about commu-
nication.”

The Marginal Street 
resident expressed his 

worries about pollution, 
rats, and cancer-causing 
chemicals that could be-
come airborne.  

“There are a lot of peo-
ple who are pro-develop-
ment – including myself 
– but there is a laundry list 
of concerns,” noted Jen-
nings.  

Neighbors in atten-
dance emphasized their 
discontentment about the 
most recent design, shar-
ing their opinions on grav-
ing docks, air quality, and 
sight lines. 

“I know that it seems 

like a long time between 
meetings, but we’re work-
ing with engineers and ar-
chitects all the time getting 
this together,” explained 
Marshall Greenland, Gen-
eral Manager, Boston Har-
bor Shipyard & Marina. 
“We can’t put up an archi-
tectural mockup until it’s 
a complete concept. Ar-
chitecture will show what 
we intend the buildings to 
look like.”

Boston Harbor Ship-
yard & Marina has ma-
jor infrastructure issues 
with flooding and plans 
to reconstruct buildings 
according to the City of 
Boston’s environmental 
codes to protect the site 
from storms and rising sea 
levels. 

According to Green-
land, federal and climate 
resiliency funding has 
been directed into the state 
for raising headwalls and 
other improvements. Most 
of Boston’s marine con-
struction is based out of 
the Boston Harbor Ship-
yard & Marina because 
there are no other facilities 
in the harbor that compa-
nies can operate out of. 

“The type of infrastruc-
ture for larger boats is in 
high demand in Boston 

Boston Harbor Shipyard & Marina open house 
and investment plan information session

Marshall Greenland, General Manager, Boston Harbor Shipyard & Marina, explaining 
proposed layout designs for improvements of the property. See SHIPYARD Page 16
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Mayor Michelle Wu 
announced that the City’s 
Public Works Department 

is moving to the next stage 
in the effort to rebuild the 
Long Island Bridge by 

seeking firms to provide 
construction oversight 
and contract assistance 
services for the bridge su-
perstructure replacement 
project. The City aims to 
have an Outside Project 
Manager (OPM) in place 
by the time the City se-
cures its final bridge re-
placement approvals so 
that construction work 
can begin immediately to 
restore access to the Long 
Island public health cam-
pus. Applications are due 
October 20, and the City 
will review and select a 
team before the end of the 
year.

“Families around the 
city and region deserve 
access to a comprehen-
sive network of care as 
so many experience sub-
stance use and mental 
health challenges,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “I’m 
excited to bring on a proj-
ect management team to 
begin taking action in re-
building a public health 
campus and coordinate 
with provider partners to 
bring these critical ser-
vices online as quickly as 
possible.”

“I want to thank May-
or Wu for prioritizing the 
needs of our communities 
and moving this project 
forward,” said Dr. Bisola 
Ojikutu, Executive Direc-
tor of the Boston Public 
Health Commission. “In 

the past there was a lot of 
innovative work happen-
ing on the Long Island 
campus. This new campus 
will be a hub for further 
innovation and create a 
supportive and stable en-
vironment for long-term 
recovery for generations 
of people.”

The outside project 
manager will be crucial 
for supporting the City 
of Boston to rebuild the 
bridge. The City is await-
ing its final two reviews 
required for the Long Is-
land Bridge project: a fed-
eral consistency review by 
the Massachusetts Office 
of Coastal Zone Manage-
ment (CZM) and a bridge 
permit from the United 
States Coast Guard. The 
Coast Guard has previous-
ly issued favorable pre-
liminary determinations 
on the navigational and 
historic preservation ele-
ments of the City’s bridge 
design. 

“The reconstruction of 
the Long Island Bridge is 
a top priority for the City 
of Boston,” said Julia 
Campbell, Deputy Chief 
of Infrastructure & Design 
for the City’s Streets Cab-
inet. “We are seeking and 
expecting thoughtful and 
innovative responses from 
firms looking to help lead 
this signature construction 
project. This is a rare op-
portunity to help build a 

single structure that will 
provide direct access to 
care that will improve 
many people’s lives.”  

The City of Boston re-
cently led a tour of the 
Long Island recovery 
campus with a group of 
healthcare providers. The 
purpose of the visit was to 
underscore the possibility 
of partnering with a vari-
ety of service providers to 
ensure a comprehensive 
continuum of care that 
best meets the needs of in-
dividuals facing substance 
use disorder and co-occur-
ring mental health chal-
lenges. As the City contin-
ues to plan for rebuilding 
the bridge and stabilizing 
the buildings on the is-
land, the City of Boston 
will engage the many or-
ganizations already a part 
of the care spectrum. 

“BHCHP is heartened 
to see this next step in 
Mayor Wu’s plan to re-
build the bridge and re-
imagine and restore the 
critical health services on 
Long Island---services 
that will be transforma-
tional for individuals suf-
fering from substance use 
disorder and other health 
issues. We look forward 
to working once again 
with the city of Boston to 
provide the much-need-
ed, separate health care 
spaces for these medical-
ly vulnerable individuals, 

to promote healing for 
these individuals and for 
our Boston community 
at large,” said Stephanie 
Sullivan, CEO of Boston 
Health Care for the Home-
less Program. “BHCHP 
is committed to the care 
of our patients, wherever 
they are, geographically 
or in their recovery jour-
ney, and continue to advo-
cate for those who are im-
pacted by the opioid crisis 
or homelessness.”

Mayor Michelle Wu re-
cently announced that the 
City of Boston secured 
its Chapter 91 License 
from the Massachusetts 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection (Mass-
DEP) to reconstruct the 
Long Island Bridge. With 
this long-awaited license 
in hand, the City an-
nounced its intent to move 
forward with pre-con-
struction to rebuild the 
bridge and restore ac-
cess to the 35-acre public 
health campus on Long 
Island. With $81 million 
already available in the 
FY24 capital budget for 
the bridge, the City is ac-
celerating progress on 
construction immediately 
and set a goal that in four 
years the bridge would be 
rebuilt to a campus with 
a first phase of buildings 
ready to reopen for pro-
gramming.

Mayor Michelle Wu 
announced that the City 
of Boston has been award-
ed three grants totaling 
over $5 million from the 
Massachusetts Broadband 
Institute (MBI) and the 
Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to 
boost digital equity ef-
forts within the City. This 
funding will will help en-
sure that residents within 
Boston Housing Authority 
(BHA) properties have ac-
cess to affordable and de-
pendable internet connec-
tivity and will also be used 
to support ongoing efforts 
to enroll Boston residents 

in the Affordable Con-
nectivity Program (ACP), 
strengthen telehealth pro-
grams in Boston, and es-
tablish workforce devel-
opment programs through 
refurbishing distributed 
devices. 

“Today, nearly every 
aspect of daily life, from 
work meetings and class-
es to healthcare and gov-
ernment services, relies 
on access to the Internet,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“I’m grateful to announce 
that Boston has been 
awarded over $5 million 
in grant funding that will 
help us expand initiatives 

to ensure that all Bosto-
nians have access to the 
technology, training, and 
equipment they need to 
thrive.”

“This critical funding 
will allow the City to sup-
port the Boston Housing 
Authority, and community 
organizations to connect 
our residents with tele-
health, access to jobs and 
learning resources, and to 
be able to talk to friends 
and loved ones,” said 
Santi Garces, Chief In-
formation Officer. “We’re 
incredibly grateful to the 
state and federal partners 
that have provided these 

grants to make sure every 
Bostonians is connected.”  

At the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
32,000 Boston households 
did not have broadband 
access. Through the City’s 
efforts, that number has 
been reduced to approx-
imately 14,000 house-
holds. The pandemic rein-
forced the importance of 
high speed internet, nec-
essary for conferencing 
systems and other band-
width intensive services 
(currently measured on a 
federal level as 25 mega-
bits for download and 3 
megabits for upload). This 
digital divide reinforces 
inequalities across Boston 
as access to broadband 
is critical for residents to 
study or work remotely, 
access telehealth and gov-
ernment services, and stay 
connected with their com-
munities.

The funding includes 
two MBI grants through 
the state’s Executive Of-
fice of Economic Devel-
opment totaling over $5 
million, including $4.55 
million from the Digital 
Equity Partnerships Pro-
gram and $450,000 in sup-
port through the Municipal 

See FUNDING Page 7
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Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

Perez Jr, Noel          33 Leyden Street LLC 33 Leyden St #6          $515,000  

Lenoir, Walter F        Trichilo Development LLC 80-84 Moore St #6               $770,000  

Maherakis, Emmanuel K Cougar Capital Ii LLC 109 Eutaw St                           $1,400,000  

Star Prop Holdings LLC  Ciampa, Joseph F 132 Marginal St                      $1,800,000

Malden Catholic hires David Valdez as Varsity Baseball coach
Malden Catholic has 

hired former MLB coach 
David Valdez to head its 
Varsity Baseball program 
announced Malden Cath-
olic Director of Athletics, 
William Raycraft.

Prior to joining Malden 
Catholic, David Valdez 
spent several years coach-
ing in Major League Base-
ball as a hitting coach, 
international player’s as-
sistant and most recently 
as a player development 
coach in the Milwaukee 
Brewers system. In prior 
years, he was named Man-
ager of the Year after his 
club finished as Division 
Champions in the Pied-
mont Collegiate Summer 
League in Richmond, VA 
and had a six-year stint 
as Manager for the Men’s 
Baseball team at Bunker 
Hill Community College. 

He was also a coach for 

the Dominican Summer 
League and US Heroes 
of the Diamond US Team 
and for fourteen years 
owned Valdez Baseball 
Academy, a successful in-
structional camp designed 
to train little league, high 
school, college and pro-
fessional baseball players 
and provide athletes with 

position-specific instruc-
tion. In addition, Valdez 
coached several AAU pro-
grams including National 
Champions in 2013 and 
2014, runner-up in 2015 
and he was selected as 
Most Influential Latin Per-
son in Massachusetts. 

Plus, David Valdez’s ca-
reer as a professional ath-
lete included playing for 
the Seattle Mariners, Los 
Angeles Dodger systems 
as well as the Dominican 
Winter, Columbian Win-
ter, Frontier and Northern 
Leagues. 

“I have wanted to be a 
part of the MC baseball 
program for a long time 
and I’m extremely excited 
about having the oppor-
tunity to work with the 
Lancers.” Valdez stated. 
“I am confident that we 
will make extraordinary 
things happen on the dia-

mond and bring back the 
baseball performance that 
MC enjoyed in its rich his-
tory to the Catholic Con-
ference. I look forward to 
making the alumni base 
and greater school com-
munity proud,” added Val-
dez.

Valdez emerged out of 
a strong pool of applicants 
with outstanding quali-
fications. According to 
William Raycraft, “Coach 
Valdez is considered to be 
one of the most respected 
minds in baseball and will 
be a great asset to our pro-
gram on and off the field. 
His major league experi-
ence along with the abili-
ty to teach at all levels of 
baseball experience will 
significantly benefit our 
student-athletes and build 
an outstanding MC pro-
gram.” Raycraft added, 
“Valdez is an incredibly 

passionate person who not 
only loves the game but 
knows how to inspire, lis-
ten, teach and win – all of 
these qualities will trans-
late well to our students.” 

Since 1932, Mal-
den Catholic has shaped 
emerging leaders in our 
community, claiming a 
Nobel Laureate, a Sena-
tor, two ambassadors and 
countless community and 
business heads among 
its alumni. Annually, 
graduates attend some 
of the nation’s most re-
nown universities includ-
ing Harvard, Princeton, 
Dartmouth, University 
of Chicago, Georgetown, 
Cornell, Brown, Tufts 
University, Carnegie Mel-
lon, Duke, Notre Dame, 
Northeastern University, 
Boston College and Col-
lege of the Holy Cross, 
just to name a few. Foun-

dational to student suc-
cess is Malden Catholic’s 
codivisional model which 
offers the best of both 
worlds, single-gender ac-
ademics during the day 
and integrated social and 
extracurricular opportuni-
ties after school. Malden 
Catholic is known in the 
community for its rigorous 
academics, SFX Scholars 
Program and award-win-
ning STEM program. 
Malden Catholic curricula 
is designed to improve in-
dividual growth mindset, 
leadership principles and 
success outcomes along 
with integrating the Xave-
rian values of trust, humil-
ity, compassion, simplici-
ty and zeal. https://www.
maldencatholic.org.

David Valdez.

Wu seeks project management firm to oversee Long Island Bridge reconstruction
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News in Brief

FALL-O-WEEN 
CHILDREN’S 
FESTIVAL 
RETURNS TO 
BOSTON COMMON 
OCTOBER 20 

Mayor Michelle Wu and 
the Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department host 
the third annual Fall-o-
Ween Children’s Festival 
on the Boston Common 
Parade Ground at the cor-
ner of Beacon and Charles 
Streets on Friday, October 
20, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The Fall-o-Ween Chil-
dren’s Festival is present-
ed by the Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department 
in partnership with the 
Skating Club of Boston. 
Key sponsors are College 
H.U.N.K.S. Hauling Junk 
& Moving, HP Hood LLC, 
and Xfinity. Additional 
support is provided by 
LEGO® Discovery Cen-
ter Boston, One Boston 
Church, Celebrity Series of 
Boston, WBUR - Boston’s 
NPR, and PLAY-Boston.

Adults and children are 
encouraged to wear Hal-
loween costumes and par-
ticipate in a wide range 
of free, fun, and spooky 
family-friendly activities. 
Test your courage in our 
Funhouse Maze and on the 
Spooky Mansion Slide, 
try the Jumpin’ Pumpkin, 
test your skills at the bean 
bag toss, and enjoy night-
time fun in our Glow in 
the Dark Park with LED 
swings, LED seesaw, and 
LED cornhole.

A “monster mash” of 
activities will include mu-
sic, arts and crafts, treats, 
rides on the trackless train, 
field games, individual, 
and group play facili-
tated by Knucklebones, 
and LEGO® Discovery 
Center Boston will host 
giveaways and fun Hal-
loween-themed LEGO 
building activities. 

For more information 
please go to boston.gov/
falloween. To stay up to 
date with news, events, 
and design and construc-
tion work in Boston parks, 
sign up for our email list 
at bit.ly/Get-Parks-Emails 
and follow our social 
channels @bostonparksd-
ept on Twitter, Facebook, 
and Instagram.

DAN HOFSTADTER 
TO HOLD SOLO 
ART SHOW

This month, Dan Hof-
stadter offers a solo show 
of his freehand drawings 
at the Atlantic Works 
Gallery / A Collaborative 
Space For Art And Ideas 
on 80 Border Street, First 
Floor, East Boston.

The artist has always 
kept his sketchbook by his 
side, a constant compan-
ion to his work as an ab-
stract painter and art-writ-

er. His drawings are direct, 
perceptual, unmediated by 
tools (the straight-edge, 
the camera etc.), and tend 
to be rapidly executed. 
Shown at the gallery are 
landscapes – responses to 
wherever he was living at 
the time - along with por-
traits and figure studies.

Join Dan at the Gallery 
on November 5, 16, 24, 
and 25 when he will an-
swer questions and possi-
bly lead an open discus-
sion on art making.

The Atlantic Works Gal-
lery is situated in a marvel-
ous 1893 brick building, 
built and originally owned 
by a major steamship boil-
er-and-engine company. 
Renovated in 2010, it has 
largely housed artist stu-
dios. Note that there is free 
street parking, as well as a 
small lot directly in front 
of the gallery’s ground-
floor entrance.

To arrange a private 
viewing, contact the 
artist directly at DH-
works5012@gmail.com. 
For other inquiries or in-
formation, please visit 
Atlantic Works Gallery at 
www.atlanticworks.org, 
on Facebook, and on Insta-
gram. The gallery’s email 
address remains contact@
atlanticworks.org. 

TRUCK OR TREAT 
AT THE TRACK

The weather wasn’t co-
operating for our third an-
nual Touch-a-Truck this 
September so we decided 
to add a Halloween spin on 
things! Join us for Truck or 
Treat on Sunday, October 
29, from 10am - 2pm at 
Suffolk Downs in East Bos-
ton. Wear your costumes 
and come trick-or-treat at 
all your favorite trucks! 

Grab a hart hat and head 
into the kids construction 
zone, or hang out in the 
Paddock with face paint-
ing,  games, giveaways, 
activities, food trucks and 
more!

This event is free to the 
public and all are welcome 
to attend. Registration is 
recommended so we can 
alert you of any event up-
dates or weather cancella-
tions. 

TSA STOPPED 
OVER 1,800 
FIREARMS 
AT AIRPORT 
CHECKPOINTS 

During the first three 
quarters of 2023, the Trans-
portation Security Admin-
istration (TSA) intercepted 
5,072 firearms at airport se-
curity checkpoints, and at 
the current rate, the agen-
cy will surpass last year’s 
record 6,542 firearms pre-
vented from getting on-
board aircraft.

In the third quarter, 
which ended Sept. 30, 
Transportation Security 
Officers (TSOs) stopped 
1,820 firearms at check-
points. The total represents 
an average 19.8 firearms 
per day at TSA checkpoints 
of which more than 94% 
were loaded.

“Passengers may travel 
with a firearm, but it must 
be in their checked bag-
gage,” said TSA Admin-
istrator David Pekoske. 
“Firearms are only per-
mitted in checked bag-
gage, unloaded in a locked 
hard-sided case and must 
be declared to the airline 
when checking the bag at 
the ticket counter. Firearms 
are prohibited at security 
checkpoints, in the secure 
area of an airport or in the 
passenger cabin of an air-
craft even if a passenger 
has a concealed carry per-
mit or is in a constitutional 
carry jurisdiction.”  

If a passenger brings a 
firearm to the TSA check-
point, the TSO will contact 
local law enforcement to 
safely unload and take pos-
session of the firearm. The 
law enforcement officer 
may also arrest or cite the 
passenger, depending on 
local law. TSA may impose 
a civil penalty up to almost 
$15,000, and passengers 
who present with a firearm 
at a security checkpoint 
will lose TSA PreCheck® 
eligibility for five years.  

TSA recommends that 
passengers pack a carry-on 
bag that is empty to ensure 
no firearms are uninten-
tionally left in their travel 
bag.

Home is sold by lottery. Only qualified applicants may enter. The property is deed-restricted; owner-occupancy requirements 
apply. Income and asset limitations apply.  Requirements: First time homebuyer. Homebuyer will need to complete an approved 
homebuyer education course prior to closing. Preferences: Boston Residency preference. Preference for one (1) person per 
bedroom. Income limits for qualified buyers are 100% Area Median Income Limits based on HUD data that was refined and 
calculated by MHP and the City of Boston. Please note: Persons with disabilities and those with limited English language 
proficiency are entitled to request a reasonable accommodation.

TO QUALIFY FOR 4 CHAMBLET STREET, 
YOUR ANNUAL INCOME MUST BE 
EQUAL TO OR LESS THAN:

• 2 Persons, $122,950
• 3 Persons, $138,300 
• 4 Persons, $153,650 
• 5 Persons, $165,950 
• 6 Persons, $178,250

4 CHAMBLET STREET
$375,000

To learn more and apply, 
scan the QR code 

or visit bit.ly/4_chamblet.

AFFORDABLE HOMEOWNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY IN DORCHESTER
THIS SINGLE-FAMILY 
HOME IS AVAILABLE 
FOR $375,000
4 Chamblet Street has three bedrooms and 
one and a half bathrooms. This colonial style 
home features hardwood floors, carpeted 
bedrooms, a porch, a deck, and a driveway. 
There is also a laundry hook-up, a finished 
attic, and an unfinished basement.

BUYER WILL BE SELECTED 
BY LOTTERY. THE DEADLINE FOR 
LOTTERY APPLICATIONS 
IS OCTOBER 24, 2023.

This property is part of a neighborhood land 
trust and include a ground lease with the 
land trust.  In order to ensure that applicants 
fully understand this type of ownership, it is 
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED that 
applicants attend the virtual information 
session on October 12 at 6:00pm. Register 
at bit.ly/nhi_infosession_oct12.

Housing

One of Dan Hofstadter’s drawings that will be on display at 
the Atlantic Works Gallery starting Nov. 5.

www.ebnhc.org  •  www.sechc.org
Follow us on social media @ebnhc

EBNHC joins the   

celebration 
of 

Hispanic 
Heritage 

MontH,
honoring the rich diversity 
of cultures that represent 
our valued patients, staff 

and community. 

Massachusetts legislature passed 
comprehensive tax relief package

Senator Lydia Ed-
wards announced that the 
Massachusetts Legisla-
ture proudly passed a bi-
partisan comprehensive 
tax relief package aimed 
at bolstering the state’s 
economy and supporting 
long-term prosperity for 
all residents of the Com-
monwealth. “I am proud 
to support this well need-
ed tax package to support 
working families in our 
Commonwealth.” stated 
Senator Edwards (D-East 
Boston). 

The bipartisan bill in-
cludes some of the fol-
lowing tax changes that 
impact a lot of working 
families and in the 3rd 
Suffolk District including:  

Permission for Munic-
ipalities to offer tax relief 
to landlords that rent be-
low market. 

Sen. Edwards, proposed 
legislation early this year 
that incentivized landlords 
to lower rents or continue 
renting below market. The 
tax package incorporates 
her language and allows 
cities and towns to create 
the tax exemption based 
on local needs of afford-

ability.  Working with Sen. 
Julian Cyr, the tax relief 
further incentivizes year-
round rentals.  

Provides for Seniors
- Allows cities and 

towns to increase the se-
nior volunteer program to 
$2000. This means seniors 
can reduce their property 
taxes up to $2000 by vol-
unteering.

- Doubles the maxi-
mum senior circuit break-
er credit from $1,200 to 
$2,400,.

This increase will make 
it easier for approximate-
ly 100,000 seniors who 
struggle with high hous-
ing costs to stay in their 
homes.

Commuter Tax Relief 
Allows commuters by 

ferry and bike to partici-
pate in the commuter ex-
pense tax deduction.   Sen. 
Edwards made it special 
point to assure ferry com-
muters would be included. 

Child and Dependent 
Tax Credit: 

Increases the tax credit 
for a dependent child, dis-
abled adult, or seniors for 
the next two tax-years and 
gets rid off a cap on this 

tax credit, making it the 
most generous universal 
child and dependent tax 
credit the United States. 

Rental Deduction Tax  
Increases the cap on 

how much a renter can 
receive in a tax credit. 
This change will support 
almost 800,000 renters in 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts.   

Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) 

This bill increases the 
refundable Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC) from 
30% to 40% of the federal 
credit. This increase will 
provide crucial support to 
working individuals and 
families, benefitting near-
ly 400,000 taxpayers with 
incomes under $60,000. 

“We know it’s hard for 
many families to make it.  
We need to be pushing as 
much relief forward while 
still being able to pay for 
our public goods such as 
the MBTA.  Still, I am 
very proud of what we got 
done overall for working 
families” stated Senator 
Edwards (D-East Boston).  

subject since that June 
meeting. 

Strachila said she re-
ceived emails or signa-
tures from 43 people who 
wanted the parcel sold as 
public open space to only 
18 emails or signatures 
who wanted the proper-
ty sold privately for open 
space. 

It should be noted that 
signatures and emails 
supporting a private sale 
accounted for at least 14 
addresses in the area, and 
signatures and emails sup-
porting a public sale ac-
counted for 28 addresses. 

“Also, we got letters 
from a couple of City 
Council members ex-
pressing support for mak-
ing the parcel available 
for public open space,” 
said Strachila. 

Following Strachi-
la’s update, the floor was 
opened for those in atten-
dance to make their voices 
heard. 

One significant topic 
discussed concerned the 
property potentially go-
ing to Eastie Farm, and 
one resident seemed to 
be against it, calling what 
could go there a “victory 
garden.” 

However, HVNA 
Board Member Skip Mar-
cella pushed back on the 
notion of the area becom-

ing a “victory garden” if it 
were to go to Eastie Farm. 

“I think what Eastie 
Farm operates is not a vic-
tory garden, okay. It’s a 
well-organized operation 
that provides food to the 
neighborhood, so I think 
that some of the concerns 
that people might have 
with thinking of it as a 
victory garden and people 
just kind of coming and 
going on their own that’s 
totally different than what 
I think we’ve heard here,” 
said Marcella. 

Another point of view 
made by a resident against 
Eastie Farm getting the 
property was that they 
did not want tax-payer-
owned property given to 
a non-profit that does not 
pay taxes. 

However, another res-
ident asserted that if the 
property were maintained 
as public open space, it 
would increase property 
values around the site.  

Additionally, a rep-
resentative from Eastie 
Farm spoke about the 
organization’s interest, 
indicating that a garden 
area from the organization 
could provide learning 
opportunities for students, 
volunteer opportunities, 
and open space for resi-
dents who might not have 
it. 

Moreover, there was a 
question about abutters 
having the first right of 
refusal on the parcel, but 
Strachila identified that, 
due to state law, they do 
not. 

“Our land needs to be 
sold through a fair, open, 
and competitive process. 
We can’t provide a prefer-
ence,” said Strachila.

Further, it should be 
noted that Strachila indi-
cated that if the parcel is 
sold privately, it would be 
sold at the highest price. 
In contrast, it could be 
sold at a discount if the 
parcel is sold publicly 
and provides a substantial 
public benefit. 

As of now, Strachila in-
dicated that there has yet 
to be a firm decision made 
on what will happen to the 
parcel.

In terms of next steps, 
she said, “My plan going 
forward, given the signif-
icant community support 
for making the parcel 
available for public open 
space, is to continue con-
versations with those abut-
ters as well as some other 
folks who live directly 
across the street who have 
expressed thoughts about 
the use of the parcel to 
see what a potential pub-
lic open space could look 
like.”
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370 East Eagle St., 
Boston MA

Happy Columbus Day

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

Have a Happy Columbus Day
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HAPPY COLUMBUS DAY!
The East Boston Times-Free 

Press is privileged to publish 
this map of Italy which 

designates the regions of that 
wonderful land where our 
Italian-American neighbors 

can trace their roots
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Below is a list of the families who emigrated from Italy to America. You can use this, combined 
with the map on the reverse side of this page to see where your ancestors once lived in Italy.
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floor. 
“We think that Mav-

erick Street is essential-
ly very different than the 
top of Jeffries Point or 
even really the core of the 
Gove Street area, and we 
are proposing to make that 
official with a zoning des-
ignation,” said Ricco. 

Another proposed 
change is to retire the cor-
ridor enhancement sub-
district in the area. Ricco 
identified that this area 
contains parcels owned 
by the East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC). With this re-
tirement, most of the sub-
district would be turned 
over for open space. 

However, South of Por-
ter Street, a “special” sub-
district boundary contain-
ing sites like those owned 
by the EBNHC would be 
retained. 

Ricco also pointed out 
another proposed zoning 
change in the area. The 
draft plan details that the 
residential fabric of the 
Gove Street area is cur-
rently governed by an 
MFR subdistrict that al-
lows heights up to three 
stories. 

However, the plan pro-
poses to zone this area in 
the East Boston Residen-
tial (EBR)-3 subdistrict, 
allowing heights up to 
four stories. 

Describing the change 
in allowed height in the 
area, Ricco said, “We 
found through our analy-
sis that there was a lot of 
nonconformity and that 
structures — many, many 

structures — were actual-
ly three and a half stories 
already.”  

“So we felt like infill 
development, which is re-
ally the kind of target of 
our zoning changes, could 
reasonably accommodate 
a four-story building with-
out seeming much taller 
than its neighbors,” she 
added.  

Ricco also explained 
that most of the area is in a 
Coastal Resilience Zoning 
Overlay District, which 
indicates a high vulnera-
bility to future flooding. 

This means properties 
that voluntarily raise the 
ground floor out of the 
flood zone would have 
their heights measured 
from the ground floor 
rather than the sidewalk. 

“In some cases, people 
are going to need to raise 
their ground floor maybe 
five or six or seven feet to 
get it up out of the flood 
zone, and so a building 
could conceivably be 45, 
46 or 47 feet, but that’s not 
how their height would 
actually be calculated,” 
said Ricco. 

Regarding public realm 
improvements, Ricco 
highlighted recommenda-
tions to upgrade the Mav-
erick and Sumner Street 
bus stops, create welcom-
ing entrances to the Mary 
Ellen Welch Greenway at 
the Gove Street and Or-
leans Street intersection, 
and more. 

When the floor was 
opened to questions and 
comments, a topic touched 

on several times con-
cerned building height. 

Previously in the meet-
ing, Ricco explained that 
the BPDA is trying to 
move from foot height 
limits to story height lim-
its. However, one resident 
asked how tall a story 
could be and if there were 
limits; out of concern, de-
velopers could game the 
system and build vertical-
ly. 

Ricco explained that the 
thought is for most stories 
to be between 10 and 12 
feet, and there is an on-
going conversation with-
in the BPDA on limiting 
story height dependent on 
use. 

Another resident 
brought up how he 
thought the predominant 
existing form in the sub-
district, which is proposed 
to allow four stories, is 
actually three stories. 
He wanted to know how 
many parcels could add a 
fourth story without a zon-
ing variance. 

In response to the vari-
ance question, Ricco ex-
plained that she felt mod-
ification of most existing 
buildings could not go 
forward without needing a 
variance, citing off-street 
parking requirements, 

which some buildings do 
not meet. 

There were also com-
ments about the MFR/LS 
subdistrict along Maver-
ick Street and concerns 
from a few residents about 
parking becoming worse 
due to potential retail 
coming to the area. 

Lastly, there was a dis-
cussion about the enforce-
ment of the zoning code. 
A GSCA Board Member 
made the point that with 
the variances granted now 
by the Zoning Board of 
Appeal (ZBA), what is 
stopping developers from 
asking to erect buildings 
that are five stories, espe-
cially since the height lim-
it is proposed to increase 
to four stories in the area. 

“It is our hope that up-
dating 30-year-old zoning 
to more accurately reflect 
what exists in the commu-
nity will be a signal to the 
ZBA about those things 
that we’re very serious 
about enforcing,” said 
Ricco in response. 

To learn more about 
the plan, you can view the 
complete draft at https://
www.bostonplans.org/
planning/planning-initia-
tives/plan-east-boston and 
leave feedback until Octo-
ber 27.

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. 

Our mailing address is 385 Broadway,   
Revere, MA 02151. Letters may also be 
e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.com.   

Letters must be signed. We  reserve the right to edit 
for length and content.
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Guest Op-ed

Hell’s fire – treat others the way you want to be treated
Dr. Glenn Mollette

Do you worry about go-
ing to hell? Will you burn 
there in hell’s fire? Will 
you be in the hands of the 
Devil? 

Hell may be a place 
where people are locked 
into a room with endless 
Presidential candidates 
hollering and speaking 
over each other to the 
point that nothing makes 
much sense and every-
body ends up sounding 
crazier and crazier. 

I accept what Jesus 
taught about heaven and 
hell. He actually talked 
more about hell than he 
did heaven. Hell is de-
scribed as a very sad place 
of pain and suffering. I 
certainly do not want to 
leave my body and go 
somewhere worse. I have 
chosen to go to the better 
of the two places and I am 
trusting in Jesus to get me 

there. 
As you know there is 

plenty of hell on earth. 
Why would we want to 
leave the hell of earth and 
go to more hell? 

A dear friend told me 
recently about his sweet 
wife being in Intensive 
Care in Alabama. She 
has battled multiple scle-
rosis for 20 years. All the 
medication she takes has 
impacted her heart. She 
recently had a heart attack 
and is now intubated. “MS 
sucks,” my friend said. 

Most of us have 
watched loved ones die 
from lung cancer, pulmo-
nary fibrosis, dementia, 
diabetes, and various neu-
rological diseases. It’s hell 
for the person and hell for 
the loved ones. Most like-
ly if we live long enough, 
we will all go through 
some form of severe suf-
fering. You might die sud-
denly and escape the long 

valley of suffering or you 
may not. Being intubated, 
struggling to breath, walk, 
talk, and eat is not a way 
any of us want to spend 
our days. 

So where is hell? 
There’s plenty of it on 
planet earth.  Almost 2 bil-
lion people live in poverty. 
Many of these people have 
to walk somewhere every 
day for just a bucket of 
water.  Every day, millions 
are desperate for medical 
care but have access to 
none.  Millions of Amer-
icans are homeless.  Six 
million more immigrants 
have entered our country 
over the last three years. 
So, there is more home-
lessness, poverty, misery, 
and hell in the streets of 
America than ever before.

Life and planet earth 
are great if you are rel-
atively healthy, have a 
place to sleep, food to 
eat, and a little money to 

spend. However, health 
can change fast and often 
does.  The point is there 
are lots of suffering peo-
ple and suffering caregiv-
ers. Do everything you 
can to be kind to people. 
Give them a smile. A good 
word. A good deed. Be 
helpful when you can. You 
will appreciate it when it’s 
your turn to suffer. 

Many people are suffer-
ing in hell every day. Treat 
others the way you want to 
be treated. 

 Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch, and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
in over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

AID TO UKRAINE MUST
BE APPROVED FORTHWITH

The entire country (with the exception of those whose 
goal is to cause anarchy and chaos) breathed a sigh of 
relief thanks to the last-minute passage by the House and 
Senate of a bill to fund the government for 45 days this 
past weekend. However, there was a glaring omission in 
the bill’s 71 pages: The lack of funding earmarked for 
additional military aid for Ukraine to assist in its fight 
against the barbaric invasion of that country by the so-
ciopathic dictator of Russia, Vladimir Putin.

Although substantial majorities of both parties in 
both the House and the Senate favor our continued and 
future financial support for the Ukrainians in their strug-
gle for freedom, the funding proposed by the Pentagon 
for more weaponry and other aid did not make it into 
the final bill that was signed by President Biden. The 
small minority of legislators who almost crashed the 
government this weekend also are opposed to providing 
the Ukrainians with further aid for reasons known only 
to themselves and it was to this small group that legis-
lative leaders kow-towed in the final bill by excluding 
financial assistance to Ukraine.

The news footage each and every night reveals the 
ongoing atrocities being committed by Putin against the 
Ukrainian people. Right now, they and they alone are 
standing up to the sociopathic Putin, demonstrating to 
the world that their freedom is worth fighting and dying 
for.  

In addition, the united front of America and its West-
ern allies against Putin’s invasion is signaling to the 
Chinese that they should not expect that the U.S. and 
its Pacific allies will stand by if they decide to invade 
Taiwan or continue to control the South China Sea with 
outlandish claims about their “territorial waters.”

Anyone who asserts that it is time for a “peaceful res-
olution” to the war in Ukraine is playing into Putin’s 
hands. Putin wants to swallow Ukraine whole. He al-
ready had annexed a large chunk of eastern Ukraine and 
the Crimea when he undertook his invasion. There is no 
reason to think that Putin would come to the peace table 
now and even if he did, does anyone seriously believe 
that he would honor any peace deal?

We live in a world where people expect everything 
to be done fast and patience is not a virtue. But the sim-
ple reality is that Putin is playing a waiting game, all 
the while destroying and killing as much as possible, 
hoping that support for Ukraine by the free world will 
wane and eventually his tanks will roll into Kyiv. The 
only means by which Putin can succeed is if Ukraine’s 
allies throw in the towel -- a move that not only would 
be devastating for the Ukrainians, but that would prove 
to have significant adverse consequences for our own 
foreign policy.

We urge our members of Congress to work to sup-
port a new package of aid to Ukraine ASAP. America 
needs to show potential dictators   that the free world 
will stand united against their tyrannical impulses.

TIM WAKEFIELD

We just wish to say a few words to acknowledge the 
passing this week of Tim Wakefield, the former Red 
Sox pitcher, who passed away suddenly this week from 
brain cancer. Beyond his remarkable success as a Ma-
jor League pitcher for 20 years, 17 of which were with 
the Red Sox (during which time he became the all-time 
winningest pitcher in Red Sox history with 186 victo-
ries), Tim Wakefield was acknowledged by everyone 
who knew him to be the ultimate team player.

For many athletes, that is a mere cliche, but Tim 
Wakefield truly exemplified the meaning of that term 
both on and off the field. He embraced his work with 
the Jimmy Fund and the Dana Farber Institute in a quiet 
way, touching the lives of countless children, their fami-
lies, and their caregivers, with his empathy and support.

Yes, Tim Wakefield will be celebrated as a famous 
athlete, but, in the words of the poet Wordsworth, his 
lasting legacy will be this: 

“That best portion of a good man’s life; 
“His little, nameless, unremembered
“Acts of kindness and of love.”

PLAN // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents 

to submit    engagement, 
wedding and birth 

announcements, news releases, 
business and education briefs, 
sports stories and photos for 
publication. Items should be 

forwarded to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  
We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos 
to deb@reverejournal.com
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Digital Equity Planning 
Program. The MBI Plan-
ning grant will fund a sur-
vey that will inform a city-
wide Digital Equity Plan, 
and includes establishing 
internet wiring standards 
for affordable housing. 
The MBI Partnership grant 
will invest over $1 million 
for BHA’s onsite Digital 
Literacy Programming and 
over $684,000 to expand 
the City’s Wicked Free 
public WiFi network. The 
third grant from the FCC 
totals $250,000 for the Af-
fordable Connectivity Out-
reach Grant Program. The 
“B-Online Initiative” will 
fund ongoing community 
outreach to enroll residents 
in the Affordable Connec-
tivity Program (ACP). 

“We congratulate Mayor 
Wu and the City of Boston 
on these critical awards, 
which are a testament to 
the work the city has done 
to ensure residents not only 
have access to affordable 
high-speed internet, but 

also the tools and training 
needed to access online 
resources,” said Massa-
chusetts Executive Office 
of Economic Development 
Undersecretary of Eco-
nomic Foundations Ashley 
Stolba. “On behalf of the 
Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration, we are honored 
to support these important 
projects and to see how 
they expand opportunities 
for residents across Bos-
ton.” 

“MBI’s digital equity 
programs are investing 
federal funds from the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
to close the digital divide 
across the Commonwealth 
by increasing access to 
affordable and reliable 
broadband service, inter-
net-connected devices, and 
digital literacy training,” 
said Michael Baldino, Di-
rector of the Mass. Broad-
band Institute at MassTech 
(MBI). “Congratulations 
to the City of Boston on 
this important award, 

which will help us ensure 
that vulnerable Bostonians 
have access to the digital 
tools and resources that are 
so critical to our ability to 
succeed and thrive in the 
21st Century.” 

The ACP is a federal 
program providing $14.2 
billion to expand broad-
band affordability. ACP 
provides eligible house-
holds with a subsidy for 
broadband service ($30/
month) and up to $100 in 
a one-time discount for a 
digital device. The pro-
gram was funded by the 
Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Acts (IIJA) in 
2021, with the strong sup-
port of Senator Ed Mar-
key. Nearly 45,000 Boston 
households have signed up 
for broadband service and 
devices through ACP, in-
cluding nearly 20,000 that 
have been enrolled since 
May 2022 through close 
partnership with service 
providers and community 
organizations.

These grants will em-
power the City to make 
investments totaling $2.44 
million in community or-
ganizations across Boston 
neighborhoods through the 
next round of the City’s 

Digital Equity Fund, which 
is launching on October 2, 
2023. The City’s Digital 
Equity Fund began in 2018 
with an award of $35,000 
to a community-based 
organization (CBO). In 

2019, the fund expanded 
to $100,000 which was 
distributed to three CBOs. 
In the last iteration of the 
fund, just under $500,000 
was distributed to 19 orga-
nizations. 

Funding // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

15th Annual ALS & MS Walk for Living to be held on October 15
Steve Saling and Pat-

rick O’Brien were given 
2-5 years to live after each 
was diagnosed with ALS. 
Defying all odds, they 
have been living at the 
Leonard Florence Cen-
ter for Living for the past 
13 years since the Center 
opened its doors. Both 
are living full, productive 
lives; Steve has traveled 
throughout the country 
speaking about ALS and 
Patrick produced Trans-
fatty Lives, a documenta-
ry about ALS which won 
the Tribecca Film Festi-
val Audience Award. The 
Leonard Florence Center 
for Living takes care of 
more individuals living 
with ALS than any place 
else in the world.

In support of these in-
spiring residents at the 
Center, Former Governor 
Charlie Baker and his wife 
Lauren Baker will act as 
walk ambassadors at the 
15th Annual ALS & MS 
Walk for Living on Sun-
day, October 15. The short 
two-mile walk enables the 
ALS (amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis) and MS (multi-
ple sclerosis) residents as 

well as other attendees to 
participate in wheelchairs, 
ventilators or by foot.

“We are thrilled to have 
Governor Baker and Mrs. 
Baker on board as our am-
bassadors for this year’s 
Walk for Living,” said 
Barry Berman, CEO of 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, 
the nonprofit that operates 
the award-winning Center. 
“Mrs. Baker visited the 

Center and met the resi-
dents. It was obvious how 
moved she was by the ex-
perience. We are grateful 
for the Baker’s support 
and participation in our 
major fundraising initia-
tive of the year.” 

“I am in awe of the spir-
it, determination, and pas-
sion of these residents,” 
said Lauren Baker. “Char-
lie and I are proud to act 

as the ambassadors for the 
ALS & MS Walk for Liv-
ing. The residents are truly 
an inspiration to us all.”

As the country’s first ur-
ban model Green House® 
skilled nursing facility, the 
Leonard Florence Center 
provides a level of inde-
pendence not typically 
found in other skilled 
nursing facilities. Resi-
dents, many who are com-

pletely immobilized, con-
trol lights, turn on the TV, 
call for the elevator, and 
open doors with help of a 
computer and sensor that 
tracks head and eye move-
ments. The Stein Family 
Center for Well-Being, 
the only Green House® 
ventilator program in the 
country, opened within the 
Center in 2020.

The 2023 Walk for Liv-
ing will take place at 10am 
on Sunday, October 15 at 
165 Captains Row on Ad-
miral’s Hill in Chelsea. 
Every single dollar raised 
goes directly back to pa-
tient care and programs 
for ALS and MS residents. 
To register, go to the Walk 
for Living website and 
click on register. To join 
Governor Baker and Lau-
ren Baker’s team, please 
go Team Baker and make 
a donation to their team. 

Following the dog 
friendly walk, there will 
be a BBQ hosted by 
Chili’s, face painting, live 
dance performances, a 
petting zoo and more. The 
$20 donation fee includes 
a Walk for Living tee shirt 
as well as all food and ac-

tivities. 
Platinum level sponsors 

include M&T Banks and 
Wilmington Trust; Gold 
Level A.H.O.H.; Indepen-
dent Newspaper Group 
is the media sponsor. For 
more information or to 
make a much-appreciat-
ed donation, please visit 
www.walkforliving.org 
or contact Walk Director 
Maura Graham at mgra-
ham@chelseajewish.org 
or 617-409-8973. All do-
nations are tax deductible.

Chelsea Jewish Life-
care is redefining senior 
care and re-envisioning 
what life should be like for 
those living with disabling 
conditions. The elder-
care community includes 
a wide array of skilled 
and short-term rehab res-
idences, ALS, MS and 
ventilator dependent spe-
cialized care residences, 
traditional and specialized 
assisted living options, 
memory care, independent 
living, adult day health, 
and homecare and hospice 
agencies that deliver cus-
tomized and compassion-
ate care.

A team shown from a recent ALS & MS Walk for Living event.

The Boston Modern Or-
chestra Project (BMOP), 
the nation’s premier or-
chestra dedicated exclu-
sively to commissioning, 
performing, and record-
ing new orchestral music, 
begins its 26th season at 
New England Conservato-
ry’s Jordan Hall, October 
7 at 8:00 p.m. The ambi-
tious program celebrates 
three world premieres and 
one East Coast premiere 
all commissioned by 
BMOP and written during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Orchestras and mu-
sicians all around the 
world stopped perform-
ing during the pandemic,” 
says Gil Rose, Conduc-
tor and Artistic Director 
of BMOP. “Conversely, 
composers did not stop 
writing during the pan-
demic! We are fortunate 
to have a plethora of new 
works composed for us 
over the past few years 
just waiting for listeners to 
enjoy. Not surprisingly, all 
the pieces on this program 
are musical explorations 
of introspection, empathy, 
mortality (and immortal-
ity), and time—notions 
that resonate with most of 
us.”

The evening begins 
with Eternal Return 
(2022), by Worces-
ter-based John Aylward 
(b.1980), “a composer of 

wide intellectual curiosity 
(The Boston Globe).” He 
describes his new work as 
“a contemplation on Ni-
etzsche’s idea of the after-
life which he first brought 
up in the Gay Science and 
then was later expanded 
upon by Giles Deleuze. I 
heard about the idea first 
from reading Deleuze but 
later found the Neitzsche 
thread, which compelled 
me even more to explore 
the idea.” 

Eric Moe (b.1954), 
composer of what The 
New York Times has 
called “music of winning 
exuberance,” has a win-
ning spirit that is repre-
sented in this new clev-
er, skillfully constructed 
piece. Featuring himself 
on piano, The Sweetness 
of Despair, the Necessity 
of Hope (2021) is Moe’s 
personal reflection our 
current ecological predic-
ament. “I am intrigued by 
the thinking of writer-ac-
tivist Rebecca Solnit,” 
says Moe, “who points out 
that many people seem to 
prefer a predictable apoc-
alypse – the consequence 
of passive inaction - to the 
less catastrophic but also 
less predictable future that 
would result from drastic 
action spurred by hope-
fulness about the future.” 

BMOP begins its 26th season 
at at New England Conservatory

See BMOP Page 12
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EAST BOSTON
Bennington St. and Prescott St. 
to Meridian St. and London St.

SUNDAY

OCTOBER

15
10 am - 3:30 pm

Experience East Boston in a whole 
new way through Open Streets! 
Grab your friends and family 
and join us for a fun-filled day 
of walking, skating, biking 
and activities on a car-free 
Bennington St. and Prescott St. to 
Meridian St. and London St.
Street closed at 9am      
Activities start at 10am

BOSTON.GOV/OPEN-STREETS

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation 
(MassDOT) announced 
that it has released a Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP) 
to procure a transportation 
planning and engineering 
consultant team to develop 
and evaluate options for the 
eventual replacement of the 
Maurice J. Tobin Bridge.  

 The Tobin Bridge car-
ries Route 1 over the Mys-
tic River, directly connects 
Boston and Chelsea, and 
provides connectivity to 
the regional transportation 
network. With Annual Av-
erage Daily Traffic across 
the bridge at approximately 
87,000 vehicles, (as of Sep-
tember 2023), the Route 1 
corridor is regularly con-
gested in the peak hours and 
operates at or near capaci-
ty.  The RFP will procure a 
team to assist MassDOT’s 
Office of Transportation 
Planning with a study to 
best position MassDOT in 
the project development 
process once the determi-
nation is made for the Tobin 
Bridge to be replaced.

“The time is now to start 
taking the steps needed 
with planning and engi-
neering decisions about the 
future of the Tobin Bridge,” 
said Acting Transportation 
Secretary and CEO Monica 

Tibbits-Nutt.  “Before the 
Tobin Bridge reaches the 
end of its useful life, we’re 
initiating a long-term strate-
gic planning study to guide 
us on what type of facility 
should be built to replace 
it. This will also allow us to 
address any other deficien-
cies, and to think about op-
portunities we may have to 
improve future transit pri-
ority and multimodal travel 
over the Mystic River.” 

 “This study is an in-
vestment in our future as it 
will not only prepare us to 

replace the Tobin Bridge 
but to also modernize the 
connection with a deep 
focus on climate resilien-
cy and how to incorporate 
multimodal transportation 
options,” said Highway 
Administrator Jonathan 
Gulliver.

Environmental review 
within the study’s scope of 
work, will encompass, but 
will not be limited to, im-
pacts on ecosystems/habi-
tats, overall environment, 
including air quality and 
greenhouse gas impacts, 

environmental justice ar-
eas, navigable waterways, 
and designated Port Areas 
and Chapter 91 boundaries. 
In accordance with eval-
uating these impacts, this 
study will examine green-
house gas emissions, flood-
ing, urban heat islands, and 
climate change mitigation 
measures and metrics.

Given the number and 
variety of stakeholders 
in the Tobin Bridge area, 
the study’s scope of work 
proposes a robust public 
engagement process. This 

will include, but not be 
limited to, the formation 
of a Working Group that 
will invite key stakeholders 
to participate, such as the 
City of Chelsea, the City 
of Boston, Massport, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
U.S. Coast Guard, advo-
cacy groups and commu-
nity organizations.  Public 
engagement will include 
in-person public meetings, 
stakeholder meetings, brief-
ings, a study website, and 
outreach workshops. The 
Working Group will work 
with the selected consultant 
team at the outset of the 
study process to develop an 
appropriate public involve-
ment plan with a focus on 
equity, multi-modal travel, 
community impacts, and 
socioeconomic factors. 

The Tobin Bridge is 
currently maintained in a 
“State of Good Repair,” 
with preventative measures 
and maintenance projects 
programmed annually to 
ensure safe operating con-
ditions. On Wednesday, 
September 20, members of 
the MassDOT Board of Di-
rectors approved a contract 
for approximately $128 
million for Tobin Bridge 
repairs while the bridge’s 
replacement is being eval-
uated.  The scope of work 

includes:
• Cleaning existing steel 

and removing old paint on 
the Chelsea approach low-
er level mainline (north-
bound), Beacon Street 
ramp, upper level mainline 
(southbound) and Everett 
Avenue ramp.

• Performing repairs to 
the existing Chelsea ap-
proach steel superstructure 
elements, and safety walk 
elements at the lower lev-
el mainline, Beacon Street 
ramp, upper level mainline 
and Everett Avenue ramp.

• Upon completion of 
steel repairs, painting the 
existing steel.

• Performing repairs to 
substructure elements.

• Repairs to concrete 
substructure elements.

Construction for the To-
bin Bridge’s immediate 
maintenance repairs will 
be conducted in ways that 
minimize impacts on the 
local neighborhoods and 
to the traveling public. No 
permanent lane closures on 
the bridge are anticipated 
during construction and no 
impacts are expected to ad-
jacent roadways. 

Previously, in 2019, 
MassDOT launched the To-
bin Bridge/Chelsea Curves 
Rehabilitation Project.

MassDOT to develop and evaluate options for eventual replacement of the Tobin Bridge

PHOTO COURTESY OF MATT FRANK

The Tobin Bridge as seen from Admiral’s Hill in Chelsea during the July 4th celebration in 
Boston.

The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration has an-
nounced nearly $5.2 mil-
lion in grant funding to 283 
municipalities and regional 
solid waste districts across 
Massachusetts. The grants, 
made available by the Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP) through the 
Sustainable Materials Re-
covery Program (SMRP), 
will help communities bol-

ster their recycling, com-
posting, and waste reduc-
tion programs. The full list 
of awards is available here.

“Some of the most im-
portant environmental pro-
tection work happens every 
day in communities across 
our state,” said Governor 
Maura Healey. “These 
grants help further our 
collective efforts to meet 
our aggressive goal of 90 
percent waste reduction by 

2050, while also boosting 
local economies by invest-
ing in the waste reduction 
industry.”

“Residents partner with 
their communities to help 
protect the environment 
by recycling and reusing 
as much as possible,” said 
Lieutenant Governor Kim 
Driscoll. “This important 
funding will help munici-
palities implement innova-
tive programs and policies 

that are proven to maxi-
mize reuse, recycling, and 
waste reduction.”

The Sustainable Materi-
als Recovery Program pro-
vides funding for recycling, 
composting, reuse, and 
source reduction activities 
that will reduce the amount 
of waste disposed of in 
landfills and incinerators. 
Waste prevention and re-
cycling reduces greenhouse 
gas emissions by capturing 

the embodied energy in ev-
eryday product and pack-
aging waste and converting 
it into new products. More 
than $50 million has been 
awarded through the Pro-
gram since 2010.

“Recycling programs 
play a vital role in limiting 
our dependence on landfills 
and incinerators, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
and supporting economic 
activity across our state,” 

said Energy and Environ-
mental Affairs Secretary 
Rebecca Tepper. “These 
grants help communities 
cycle resources back into 
our economy and support 
local businesses throughout 
the collection, processing, 
and manufacturing chain.”

Funds have been award-
ed in several categories, in-
cluding start-up incentives 

Healey-Driscoll administration awards $5.2 million to support recycling and waste reduction

See RECYCLING Page 12
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The Boston Public 
Health Commission, in 
partnership with East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC) and 
the Boston Community 
Health Needs Assessment 
(CHNA) – Community 
Health Improvement Plan 
(CHIP) Collaborative re-
cently held ‘The Health 
of Boston: East Boston’ 
event to report data from 
BPHC’s Health of Bos-
ton report, share findings 
from the 2022 community 
health needs assessment, 
and connect residents 
with community health re-
sources. 

At the event, Dr. Biso-
la Ojikutu, Commission-
er of Public Health and 
Executive Director of 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission, shared 
East-Boston-specific data 
from the Health of Boston 
report on life expectancy, 
as well as rates of asthma, 
diabetes, and heart dis-
ease. In her presentation, 
Dr. Ojikutu explained that 
social determinants of 
health, such as violence, 
the built environment, and 
family income, play a ma-
jor role in the health trends 
we see.  

“As we continue to vis-
it Boston neighborhoods 
and share this rich data, 
we’re thrilled to work 
with partners like East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center who are so 
invested in the health of 
community,” said Dr. Oji-
kutu. “The data shows us 
a lot of good news coming 
out of East Boston which 
we know is a testament to 
high-quality healthcare, 
as well as the work of so 
many local organizations 
who lift up and care for 
the East Boston communi-
ty. This Health of Boston: 
East Boston discussion il-
luminated these successes, 
while also acknowledging 
the work that lies ahead 
for our city.”     

During the event, 
Greg Wilmot, President 
and CEO of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center shared an overview 
of the health center’s pro-
grams and services. EB-
NHC’s Hollis Graham, 
Assistant Vice President, 
Strategy, Innovation, and 
Transformation and Mary 
Ellen McIntyre, Senior 
Vice President of Massa-
chusetts League of Com-
munity Health Centers 
provided an update from 
the Boston CHNA – CHIP 
Collaborative.

“The East Boston 
Neighborhood Health 
Center is proud to part-

ner with the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission 
to share this important 
data on the health of our 
city as a whole and on 
this side of the tunnel. 
We know that the health 
of our community is not 
just about high-quality, 
compassionate healthcare, 
but about the many fac-
tors that shape the health 
of our communities, such 
as food, housing, and 
economic stability,” said 
Greg Wilmot, CEO and 
President of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center. “We are honored 
that Dr. Ojikutu and her 
team selected EBNHC to 
co-host a discussion on 
these critically important 
topics with leaders and 
neighbors equally com-
mitted to improving the 
health of East Boston.”

The event, held on Sep-
tember 14th at the Paris 
Street Community Center, 
was attended by dozens 
of East Boston families 
and residents, as well as 
representatives from Rep. 
Madaro, Councilor Co-
letta and Sen. Edwards 
offices. Numerous com-
munity organizations, 
including the BPHC’s 
Division of Chronic Dis-
ease Prevention and Con-
trol, the Mayor’s Health 
Line, Maverick Landing 
Community Services, the 
Eastie Coalition, Mutal 
Aid Eastie, as well as East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center’s Recovery 
Services and Community 
Engagement teams all at-
tended to share resources.

East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC) is one of the 
nation’s largest Federally 
Qualified Health Centers 
(FQHCs) and the largest 
community-based prima-
ry care health system in 
Massachusetts, serving 
over 100,000 patients and 
recognized by the Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) 
as a Health Center Qual-

ity Leader. For more than 
50 years, EBNHC has 
offered access to com-
prehensive care for the 
underserved populations 
of Chelsea, East Boston, 
Revere, Winthrop, Everett 
and Boston’s South End. 
EBNHC is dedicated to 
promoting and sustain-
ing healthy communities, 
families, and individuals 
by providing accessible, 
person-centered, compas-
sionate, and high-quality 
health care services, in-
cluding primary care, 24/7 
emergency care, behav-
ioral health care, special-
ty care, and various other 
health and wellness pro-
grams, to all who live and 
work in our service area. 
For more information, 
please visit www.ebnhc.
org

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 11TH, 2023

Margherita Genoa Salami...............................$7.99/lb
Hans Kissle Red Bliss Potato Salad ............ $4.99/lb
Great Lakes Muenster Cheese ..................... $4.99/lb
Sahlens Italian Style Hot Ham .....................$6.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, October 6th through Sunday, Oct. 8th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh Tender Green Asparagus ....................$3.99/lb
Fresh & Tasty Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes ....$1.69/lb
Creamy Smooth Tropical Avocados .............2/$3.00
Fresh & Mild Red Onions ................................ $1.19/lb
Fresh Zucchini Squash ...................................$1.69/lb
Fresh Summer Squash ...................................$1.69/lb

BAKERY

Our Own Corn Muffins 4pk ................................. $6.99
Cinnamon Rolls 6pk ............................................ $4.99

DELI

Great Lakes American Cheese .....................$3.99/lb 

Our Own In Store Antipasto ........................ $8.99/lb 

PRODUCE

California Juicy Lemons ......................................... 59¢
Green Giant Baby Carrots ............................2/$3.00

MEAT

Family Pack Bone-in Chicken Thighs .............$1.29/lb

GROCERY

Best Yet Ice Cream  ........................................2/$5.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Boneless Strip Steaks ................... $8.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks .............89¢/lb

Beef Bottom Round Roast ............. $5.99/lb
Bob Evans Side Dishes .................... 2/$8.00
Mrs. Budds Chicken Pot Pie 36 oz ..... $8.99

Family Pack SpecialsStarkist Chunk Light Canned Tuna ........ 10/$10.00
Folgers Canned Ground Coffee ..........................$3.99 
Tide Simply Detergent ..................................2/$6.00
Best Yet Apple Juice  64 oz ........................2/$4.00
Best Yet Peanut Butter ................................ 2/$3.00
Best Yet Canned Vegetables ....................... 2/$1.00
Best Yet Macaroni & Cheese .......................3/$2.00
Best Yet Mayonnaise  30 oz ........................2/$7.00
Campbell's Original Chicken Noodle 
or Tomato Soup ...............................................4/$5.00
Best Yet Waffles ............................................ 2/$3.00
Mama Rosie's Frozen Pasta ..............................$4.99 
Planet Oat Milk 52 oz ................................... 2/$5.00
Daisy Sour Cream  16 oz .............................. 2/$3.00
Banquet Frozen Chicken Nuggets   24-30 oz .......$4.99 
Best Yet Shredded Cheeses  8 oz bag ....... 2/$5.00

Bakery
Reese's or Hershey's Filled Cupcakes ..............$8.99 
Flat-out Flat Breads ......................................2/$6.00
8" Blueberry Pie ....................................................$7.99

JoinAllofUs.org/ING(617) 768-8300

All of Us and the All of Us logo are registered service marks of  
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Be a part of health research that includes you. 
—Michelle, All of Us Participant

Ev
er

yb
ody’s health tells a story.

W

hat’s yours?

“By participating in the All of Us Research Program, I am helping to 
shape health research. By providing my health information to All of Us, I 
am learning things about myself, like how my body responds to certain 
medications. This information empowers me 
to work with my doctor to find the right dose. 
Health research hasn’t always included people 
like me, but All of Us is changing that.
I’m ready for it.”

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

EBNHC and Boston Public Health Commission join together to host 
‘Health of Boston: East Boston’ with the Boston CHNA – CHIP Collaborative

Dr. Bisola Ojikutu, Com-
missioner of Public Health 
and Executive Director of 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission. 

Greg Wilmot, CEO and Presi-
dent, East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center.

The Boston Public Health Commission team who helped organize and staff the event.

The East Boston Neighborhood Health Center team who helped staff and share resources 
at the event.

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416
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ANNUAL ANNA’S MONSTER DASH PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

Two hundred runners, 
including members of the 
Boston Police Depart-
ment District A7, partic-
ipated in the 3rd Annual 
Anna’s Monster Dash at 

the Salesian Boys & Girls 
Club of East Boston on 
October 1. Twins, Maria 
Coviello and Antonietta 
Coviello O’Toole, host-
ed the 5k and 1 mile kids 

fun run in memory of their 
sister, Anna, who lost her 
battle with cancer three 
years ago, at the age of 41. 
Proceeds from the event 
benefit the Anna Covi-

ello Noviello Memorial 
Foundation, which awards 
tuition scholarships to de-
serving high school stu-
dents receiving a Catholic 
education.

Michaela O’Toole, Antionetta Coviello O’Toole, and Luigi 
Noviello, 9, first place winner of the 1 mile kids fun run.

Maria Coviello and her son, Dominick Provenzano, 12.

Anna’s Monster Dash 5K participants running along Byron Street towards Constitution Beach.

Luke Ferrieira and his daughter, Sloane, 6. Evie, 9, and Ethan Hamilton, 12. Jonathan and Jory Lepore, 5.

Members of the Boston Police Department Distritct A7, supporters of the Anna Coviello Noviello Memorial Foundation.

Julia and Maria Polito with Sofia Coviello.

Children, ages 13 and under, participating in the 1 mile kids fun run. 
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ANNUAL ANNA’S MONSTER DASH

East Boston resident, Carlos Carrera, winner of the Anna’s Monster Dash 5K. Runners, attired in costumes, Matthew Doyle and Michael Murphy, participating in Anna’s 
Monster Dash on October 1.

Skylar Page, Maria Coviello, Bella Provenzano, Sydney Page, Alison Rae, Olivia Brown, Caroline Baxley, Campbell Hoy, Delaney Link, and Antonietta Coviello O’Toole.

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU23P12107EA
Estate of:
Adelina Marano
Date of Death:
05/17/2011
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has 
been filed by Alphonse 
Marano of Revere, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Alphonse Marano of 
Revere, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
10/31/2023.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 

days of the return day, 
action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
ad ministration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 26, 
2023
Vincent Procopio,
Register of Probate

10/04/23
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family
Court 

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court

24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING
Docket No.
SU21D1061DR
Mauricio 
DaConceicao
Alves
vs.
Wanda Barboza
To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that the Court 
grant a divorce for Irre-
trievable Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file 
at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 
you from taking any 
action which would nega-
tively impact the current 
financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.
You are hereby sum-
moned and required to 
serve upon: Maurucio 
DaConceicao Alves 91 
Moore St. #01 East 
Boston, MA 02128-1010, 
your answer, if any, on or 
before 11/14/23. If you 
fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hear-
ing and adjudication of 
this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of 
your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register 
of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 11, 
2023
Vincent Procopio
Register of Probate

10/04/23
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon
Street
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU23P2113EA
Estate of:
Lawrence G.
DiPietro
Date of Death:
08/16/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Loraine a/k/a 
Lorraine J. DiPietro of 
Fort Myers, FL requesting 
that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Loraine a/k/a Lor-
raine J. DiPietro of Fort 
Myers, FL be appointed 
as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
11/08/2023.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 
action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
ad ministration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the 

Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 27, 
2023
Vincent Procopio,
Register of Probate

10/04/23
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
SUFFOLK, SS.

PROBATE COURT
Case No.
21E0007

To Heirs of the late 
Robert Salamone, of East 
Boston. In said County of 
Suffolk and to all other 
persons interested.
A petition has been 
presented to said Court 
by. Marie Pirrello of 85 
Mountain Ave. Revere, 
MA 02151, Angela 
Buchan of 85 Mountain 
Ave., Revere, MA 02151, 
Josephine Parziale of 19 
North Ave., Revere, MA 
02151, Dolores Paluso of 
7671 Granville Dr., Tam-
arac, FL. 33321, Richard 
DiPerri of 40 Grandview 
Ave., Revere, MA 02151, 
James Edward Kearns of 
23 G rand Champion Rd., 
Wilmington, NC, 28412 
and Frank J. Forti of 3 
Mersea St., Saugus, MA 
01906 representing that 
all petitioners hold as 
co-tenants in common 
with undivided part or 
share of certain land 192 
Paris Street, East Boston, 
Massachusetts, in said 
County Suffolk and brief-
ly described as follows:
TO THE HONNORABLE 
JUSTICES OF THE SUF-
FOLK COUNTY PROBATE 
AND FAMILY COURT, 
RESPECTFULLY REQUEST,
That Marie Pirrello of 85 
Mountain Avenue, Re-
vere, MA 02151, Angela 

Buchan of 85 Mountain 
Avenue, Revere, MA 
02151, Josephine 
Parziale of 19 North 
Ave., Revere, MA 02151, 
Dolores Pagliuso of 7671 
Granville Dr., Tamarac FL 
33321, Richard DiPerri of 
40 Grandview Ave., Re-
vere,  MA 02151, James 
Edward Kearns of 233 
Grand Champion Rd., 
Wilmington, NC 28412, 
and Frank J. Forte of 3 
Mersea Street, Saugus, 
MA 01906, collectively re-
ferred to in this petition 
as “Petitioners”, which 
term shall include each 
of those named above, 
represent that: All Peti-
tioners, are co-tenants in 
common with an undivid-
ed share of the following 
described land: 192 
Paris Street, East Boston, 
Suffolk County, Massa-
chusetts. Common title to 
the land is derived under 
the deed of Angelina 
Salamone, (grantor), to 
Robert Salamone, (grant-
ee) dated September 21, 
1993 in fee simple, with 
quitclaim covenants re-
corded at Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds in book 
18545, p. 123, (referred 
to in this petition as the 
“land”) and subsequent 
deeds, and wills of inher-
itance, detailed below, 
for which petitioners 
pray equitable partition. 
Certified Copies of Deeds, 
Wills and original Trusts 
tracing ownership suc-
cession from 1993 Sal-
amone Deed to present 
enclosed and marked as 
the following exhibits:
PETITIONERS
The names and addresses 
of each petitioner, co-ten-
ants in common, their 
proportion and nature of 
their respective shares 
are as follows:
1. Deed of Angelina 
Salamone to Robert Sal-
amone, owner of a one 
hundredth (1/100th%), 
interest under deed see 
(Exhibit A), enclosed.
2. Certified copy of the 

will of Robert Salamone 
dated March 2, 1994; 
leaving to Marie Pirrello, 
Josephine Forti and 
Stella DiPerri a one third 
(1/3) interest each see, 
(Exhibit B).
3. Angela Buchan of 
85 Mountain Avenue, 
Revere, MA 02151, 
remainderman, owner 
of a one sixth (1/6th), 
interest under deed from 
Marie Pirrello and Marie 
Pirrello of 85 Mountain 
Avenue, Revere, MA 
02151, owner of a life 
estate by same deed, 
dated February 19, 2003,  
Suffolk County Reg. 
Of Deeds Book 30609, 
p. 315, see Exhibit C, 
attached.
4. Josephine Parziale of 
19 North Ave., Revere, 
MA 02151, remainder-
man, owner of a one 
sixth (1/6th), interest 
under deed from Marie 
Pirrello, dated February 
19, 2003, Suffolk County. 
Reg. of Deeds Book 
30609, p. 315, see Exhib-
it C, attached.
5. Dolores Pagliuso of 
7671 Granville Dr., Tam-
arac, FL 33321, Suffolk 
County Reg. Of Deeds 
Book 30690, p. 210., see 
Exhibit D, attached.
6. Richard DiPerri of 40 
Grandview Ave., Revere, 
MA 02151, owner of 
a one twelfth (1/12) 
interest under deed from 
Stella DiPerri, dated Feb-
ruary 27, 2003, Suffolk 
County Reg. Of Deeds 
Book 30690, p. 210, see 
Exhibit D, attached.
7. James Edward Kearns, 
of 233 Grand Champion 
Rd., Wilmington, NC 
28412, owner of a one 
twelfth (1/12) interest, 
estate of inheritance, 
from the will of Stella 
Kearns, (wife), see certi-
fied Will of Stella Kearns, 
Exhibit E, attached.
8. Frank J. Forti of 3 
Mersea Street, Saugus, 
MA 01906, owner of a 
one third (1/3) estate 
of inheritance, under the 

will o9f Josephine Forti, 
(wife), d/o/d 9/17/02, 
see, Exhibit F, attached. 
Ownership interest of 
Josephine Forti from the 
Will of Robert Salamone, 
(Exhibit B).
PARTY IN INTEREST-Non 
Petitioner Diane Clerico 
of 19 Talbot St., Apt. 
(111) Saugus, MA 01906, 
owner of a one twelfth 
(1/12) interest under 
deed from Stella DiPerri, 
dated February 27,2003, 
Suffolk County Reg. 
Of Deeds Book 30690, 
p. 210, see Exhibit C, 
attached. There are no 
liens or encumbrances 
on the land appearing 
of record or otherwise 
known to Petitioners or 
apparent from an inspec-
tion of the Land.
Therefore, the Petitioners 
pray that the land be 
partitioned according to 
M.G.L. c.241, ?? 1-7, inter 
alii. We request a com-
missioner be appointed 
to make the partition 
by sale, either public or 
private, and conveyance 
of all or any part of the 
land which the Court 
finds cannot be advanta-
geously divided, for not 
less than Eight Hundred 
and Twenty-Five Thou-
sand $825,000.00 Dol-
lars. The commissioner to 
then distribute and pay 
over the net proceeds of 
any sale in such manner 
as to make the partition 
just and equal according 
to law. Present circum-
stances would dictate 
partition by sale is more 
equitable than partition 
by physical division for 
the reason that the land 
includes a single building 
that cannot be physically 
divided to accommodate 
ownership interest.
Petitioners further pray 
the court finds they are 
entitled to judgment for 
their respective share of 
sums reasonably spent: 
(i) maintaining and 
preserving the land from 
December 2020, when 

vacated, forward, (ii) for 
the costs of this action 
and legal fees, an d (iii) 
for costs of partition, 
which judgment we 
pray be secured by an 
equitable lien of the 
partition sale proceeds 
against the interest of 
the non-petitioner; Party 
in Interest Diane Clerico, 
whose refusal to contrib-
ute her respective share 
of maintenance and 
preservation of the land 
or participate in selling 
of the land, precipitated 
this action. For such other 
and further relief as the 
Court deems proper.
Setting forth that the 
following described 
part – of said land 
may be sold at private 
sale for not less than 
$825,000.00 (Eight 
Hundred and Twenty-Five 
Thousand) dollars and 
praying that partition 
may be made of all the 
land aforesaid according 
to law, and to that end 
that a commissioner be 
appointed to make such 
partition and be ordered 
to make sale and con-
veyance of all, or an y 
part of said land which 
the Court finds cannot be 
advantageously divided 
either at private sale or 
public auction and be 
ordered to distribute the 
net proceeds thereof.
If you desire to object 
thereto you or your 
attorney should file a 
written appearance in 
said Court at Boston 
before ten o’clock in the 
forenoon on the 9th day 
of November 2023.
Witness, Hon.  Brian 
J. Dunn, Esquire, First 
Judge of said Court, this 
19th day of September 
2023.
Vincent Procopio
Register of Probate

9/27/23, 10/4/23, 
10/11/23

EB
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OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Recycling // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

For Advertising Rates, 

Call 617-884-2416

To place a 
memoriam 

in the Times 
Free Press, 
please call 

781-485-0588336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Honoring Memories and traditions, one family at a time
139 years of continuous, faithful & trusted service in East Boston & Revere

❖
vazzafunerals.com | 262 Beach St. Revere, MA 02151

781-284-1127 | 781-284-7756

Beechwood Home for Funerals

James G. Licari, 64, 
passed suddenly in Cali-
fornia on August 22.

James worked many 
years for Air Freight 
Cargo Services at Lo-
gan International Airport 
and a retiree of Local 25 
Teamsters United Parcel 
Services. He was an avid 
football fan, especially the 
Miami Dolphins.

The son of the late 
Mary V. (Hennesy) and 
A. Leonard Licari of East 
Boston, he leaves behind 
his loving children: Dore-
ese M. and James L. Licari 
and his wife, Charlotte E. 
Deveney of Wakefield. He 
was the beloved brother 
of Rick, Stephen, Michael 
and Robert Licari. He also 
leaves behind many niec-
es, nephews, cousins and 
dear friends.

A Memorial Mass will 
be celebrated on Monday, 
October 9 at Sacred Heart 

Church in East Boston at 
10 a.m. and colation at 
Kelly’s Pub in East Boston 
will immediately follow. 
The burial will be private.

Please welcome us in 
celebrating his life on that 
day. Life is not forever. 
Love is. We only ask for 
your presence at this very 
sad and difficult time.

Renaldo Agostinelli Sr.
Retired educator and member of Sons of 

Italy and Winthrop Lodge of Elks 

Funeral Services were 
conducted on Tuesday, 
October 3, in the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals 
for Renaldo G. “Rennie” 
Agostinelli, Sr. who died 
on Tuesday, September 
26th at the Massachusetts 
General Hospital follow-
ing a long hard-fought 
battle with Alzheimer’s 
Disease. He was 72 years 
old. 

Rennie was born in 
Winthrop Hospital on 
April 30, 1951 to the late 
Ralph “Skippy” and Elda 
T. (Catone) Agostinelli. 
He was one of three chil-
dren raised in East Bos-
ton. Rennie was a gradu-
ate of Boston Tech, Class 
of 1969 and Bridgewater 
State College, Class of 
1973. He happily pursued 
a career as a Special Edu-
cation Teacher and proud-
ly taught in the City of 
Boston for over 25 years. 
During this time, Rennie 
married his best friend 
Catherine “Cathy” (Con-
nors) on July 10, 1977. 
Rennie and Cathy began 
their life together and 
started their family. He 
was a very proud father of 
three children and moved 
from East Boston in 1989 
to settle in Winthrop. 

When Renaldo retired 
as a teacher, he pursued his 
other passion of carpentry. 
He worked for several 
construction companies, 
before going on his own. 
He especially focused on 
furniture making, which 
he thoroughly enjoyed do-
ing. Rennie enjoyed music 
and playing his guitar. 

He was a member at the 
Sons of Italy Lodge #2057 
& Winthrop Lodge of Elks 

Lodge #1078. Rennie was 
forced to stop working due 
to his declining health. He 
was loved and cared for by 
his wife and family.

He leaves behind his 
beloved wife of 45 years, 
Catherine A. (Connors) 
Agostinelli of Winthrop. 
He was the loving father 
of Leanora Agostinelli of 
St. Johns, FL., Renaldo 
G. Agostinelli Jr. and his 
wife, Nicole of Stough-
ton and Daniel Agostinelli 
and his wife, Michelle of 
East Boston; cherished 
grandfather of Anastasia, 
Dominic, Lexi, Renaldo 
III and Martin; dear broth-
er of Ralph Agostinelli Jr. 
and his wife, MaryBeth 
of Dedham and Ronald 
Agostinelli and his wife, 
Ellen of West Roxbury. He 
is also lovingly survived 
by many nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces, and grand 
nephews. 

Donations may be made 
to the Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation at www.alz.org. 

To send online condo-
lences, please visit www.
vertucciosmithvazza.com.

Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to the care and 
direction of the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals.

John Joseph La Voie
Retired educator

John Joseph La Voie, 
91, of Franklin died peace-
fully September 25, at the 
Chelsea Veterans’ Home.

He was the husband for 
67 years of the late Anna 
Carmella (Minichiello) La 
Voie.

Born in 
East Bos-
ton on July 
31, 1932, the 
son of the 
late Norbert 

James and Alice Mabel 
(King) La Voie of East 
Boston, John was raised 
in East Boston and lived 
in Franklin for the past 64 
years.

John was a graduate of 
East Boston High School 
and also graduated from 
Fitchburg State College as 
an educator.

John served in the Unit-
ed States Navy from June 
1951 until June 1955 as 
an Electrician’s Mate 2 
(EM2) aboard the Chester 
T. O’Brien destroyer es-
cort ship.

John worked at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard 
and then worked as a 
schoolteacher at Bedford 
High School and Nipmuc 
Regional High School in 
Mendon until his retire-
ment.

John and his wife used 
to spend the winters in 
Palm Springs, California. 
He enjoyed golf, fishing, 
sailing, woodworking, 
traveling, music and espe-
cially spending time with 
his children and grand-
children.

He is survived by his 

children: Kathi Wyatt and 
her husband, John of Win-
throp, Paul La Voie and 
his wife, Karen Marie of 
Franklin, John La Voie and 
his wife, Janice of Frank-
lin and James La Voie and 
his fiancée, Robin Car-
pus of Yorktown Heights, 
New York. He is also 
survived by his siblings: 
Paul Nelson La Voie and 
his wife, Susan of North 
Andover and Charles La 
Voie and his wife, Barbara 
of Deerfield, Florida. He 
was predeceased by his 
brothers: Norbert La Voie 
and his late wife, Blanche, 
George La Voie and his 
wife, Chris and by his sis-
ters: Frances Genevieve 
La Voie, Alice Mary Bay-
er and her late husband, 
Francis, Rose Madeline 
Bernstein and her late hus-
band, Robert.

He is also survived by 
his grandchildren: Shaun 
and his fiancée, Jill, Mi-
chael and his wife, Dan-
iela, Matthew and his 
fiancée, Jaclyn, John, 
Katherine, and James and 
by his great-grandson, 
Jack.

At his request, services 
will be private.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in 
his memory to the Chel-
sea Veterans‘ Home, 91 
Crest Ave, Chelsea, MA 
02150. Attn: Recreation - 
John Davis. Arrangements 
are under the care of the 
Ginley Funeral Home of 
Franklin (www.ginleyfu-
neralhomes.com).

James Licari
Retiree of Local 25 Teamsters 

United Parcel Services

OBITUARIES

Prayer To The Holy Spirit
Holy spirit, you who gives meaning to 
and shines the light on my path so that 
I may reach my goals. You who gives 
me the divine grace to forgive and for-
get the evil done unto me and which is 
with me at every moment in my life. I 
want in this short dialogue to reassure 
you one more time I do not ever want 
to be separated from you, no matter 
how grand the worldly possessions 
may be, my desire to be with you and 
my brothers in perpetual glory will not 
be lessened. (One should say this 
prayer 3 days the divine shall be grant-
ed no matter how unattainable it may 
be.) Publications must be promised.
Favor Received.

G.E.

for Pay-As-You-Throw 
programs, containers for 
the collection of mattresses, 
wheeled carts for curbside 
collection of food waste, 
equipment for the collec-
tion of mercury-bearing 
items, regional small-scale 
initiatives, and the Recy-
cling Dividends Program.

This year, 278 commu-
nities qualified for the Re-
cycling Dividends Program 
and will receive funding 
totaling $3.65 million. 
This program recognizes 
municipalities that have 
implemented policies and 
programs proven to max-
imize materials reuse and 
recycling, as well as waste 
reduction. Communities 
receiving funding must 
reinvest in their own mu-
nicipal recycling efforts. 
Under the program, 15 
municipalities have been 
awarded Recycling Divi-
dends Program payments 
of more than $50,000: Ar-
lington, Attleboro, Boston, 
Brockton, Cambridge, Chi-
copee, Framingham, Law-
rence, Lowell, Lynn, New 
Bedford, Newton, Quincy, 
Springfield, and Worcester.

“Recycling Dividends 
Program awards give com-
munities the opportunity to 
make critical investments 
in their recycling programs 
– ultimately capturing more 
materials that can be recy-
cled or reused, and helping 
them to reduce their waste 
disposal costs,” said Mass-
DEP Commissioner Bon-
nie Heiple. “This is anoth-
er example of MassDEP’s 
commitment to building 
strategic partnerships with 
our local communities to 
build a more sustainable 
future.”

Pay-As-You-Throw, a 
program where residents 
purchase pre-printed bags, 
stickers, or tags for trash 
disposal to pay directly for 
the amount of waste gen-
erated, is a proven waste 
reduction strategy that 
continues to be a priority 
for MassDEP. Funds were 
awarded to five municipal-
ities and totaled more than 
$1 million. This includes 
awards between $150,000 
and $300,000 each for Ar-
lington, Marshfield, North 
Attleborough, and West-
borough.

Funding for Universal 
Waste Sheds were award-
ed to eight communities 
for their drop-off facilities 
for the collection of mer-
cury-bearing items; $5,000 
was awarded to each mu-
nicipality. MassDEP also 
awarded $110,000 to 11 
municipalities for mattress 
collection containers to fa-
cilitate residential mattress 
recycling at their drop-off 
facilities; $10,000 was 
awarded to each munici-
pality. 

Wheeled-cart grants for 
the curbside collection of 
food waste were awarded 
to the City of Medford in 
the amount of $105,000 for 
a new town-wide collection 
program. The towns of Na-
hant and Norwood also re-
ceived funding for a curb-
side food waste collection 
pilot program, at $2,100 
and $10,500, respectively.

Finally, a grant for 

$250,000 was awarded to 
the South Shore Recycling 
Cooperative – representing 
12 South Shore towns – for 
the establishment of a per-
manent household hazard-
ous waste facility based in 
Hanover.

“We have big climate 
goals in Massachusetts and 
achieving those goals will 
take a continued partnership 
between state government 
and our municipal partners 
throughout the Common-
wealth, which is exactly 
what we see with these 
grants,” said State Senator 
Becca Rausch (D-Need-
ham). “As the Senate Chair 
of the Joint Committee on 
Environment and Natural 
Resources and through col-
laboration with my Small 
Business Advisory Coun-
cil, I’ve heard that towns 
and businesses need these 
financial supports to imple-
ment green infrastructure 
upgrades, including today’s 
$5.2 million in SMRP grant 
funds, the ‘Green the Gar-
bage’ composting pilot 
program I secured in this 
year’s budget, and more. 
Congratulations to the 283 
municipalities and regional 
solid waste districts receiv-
ing grant awards, including 
most towns throughout my 
district, and thank you for 
furthering the Common-
wealth’s collective effort 
to reduce waste through 
recycling, composting, and 
other mechanisms.”

“The Sustainable Ma-
terials Recovery Program 
grants increase and sup-
port local recycling efforts, 
composting, reuse, source 
reduction, program devel-
opment, and enforcement 
activities that increase di-
version from our landfills 
and reduce disposal,” said 
State Representative Dan-
iel Cahill (D-Lynn), House 
Chair of the Joint Commit-
tee on Environment and 
Natural Resources. “This 
funding helps us in our 
efforts to mitigate and re-
duce the amount of waste 
disposed in landfills and 
incinerators. Waste preven-
tion initiatives also reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by capturing the embod-
ied energy in products and 
packaging waste and con-
verts it into new sustainable 
products. These initiatives 
are vitally important to our 
communities and future.”

More information about 
the Sustainable Materials 
Recovery Program can be 
seen here.

MassDEP’s mission is 
to protect and enhance the 
Commonwealth’s natural 
resources – air, water and 
land – to provide for the 
health, safety and welfare 
of all people, and to ensure 
a clean and safe environ-
ment for future genera-
tions. In carrying out this 
mission, MassDEP com-
mits to address and advance 
environmental justice and 
equity for all people of the 
Commonwealth; to pro-
vide meaningful, inclusive 
opportunities for people to 
participate in agency deci-
sions that affect their lives; 
and to ensure a diverse 
workforce that reflects the 
communities we serve.

The two movements of 
the concerto split the title; 
the first movement, The 
Sweetness of Despair, be-
gins and ends with sweet-
ly despairing music while 
the second movement, 
The Necessity of Hope, 
evokes weather-related 
phenomena with referenc-
es to storm music of the 
past. BMOP’s long-stand-

ing relationship with Moe 
includes a 2011 BMOP/
sound recording of three 
of his vivid orchestra-
tions. WQXR Radio 
hailed Eric Moe: Kick and 
Ride (#1021): “At times 
primal and ritualistic and 
others sophisticated and 
smoky, this unbridled trio 
will fuel whatever flames 
you’re currently fanning.”

BMOP // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7



Wednesday, October 4, 2023 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Page 13

The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration has an-
nounced signifi-
cant improvements 
to Child Care Finan-
cial Assistance pro-
grams in Massachu-
setts. Updated regulations 
and policies will simplify 
the application process for 
parents, reduce paperwork 
for families and early ed-
ucation programs, and 
better support homeless 
families, families with dis-
abilities and families fac-
ing domestic violence who 
take advantage of this 
program. With these 
changes, the Depart-
ment of Early Educa-
tion and Care (EEC) is 
making it easier for 
young, working, low-in-
come families to access 
the subsidies available 
for child care and “out of 
school time” education 
programs. 

“One of the top priori-
ties of our administration 
is making child care more 
affordable and accessible. 
These regulation and poli-
cy changes will help break 
down barriers for our 
low-income families 
and early education pro-
grams, making govern-
ment services more user 
friendly and equitable,” 
said Governor Maura 
Healey. “We’re proud 
to take this important 
step forward that we know 
will lead to increased la-
bor market participation 
and economic mobility 
for families, and support 
children’s school and life 
success.” 

“In Massachusetts, 
we are investing in child 
care so that regardless 
of zip code or economic 
background, our young-
est learners can access 
the high-quality educa-
tion they need to succeed 
in school and life. Access 
to affordable child care is 
also an engine of the 
state’s economy, enabling 
families to participate in 
our workforce,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Kim 
Driscoll. “I am excited to 
see the impact these sig-
nificant changes will 
bring to our state, mak-
ing Massachusetts a more 
affordable place to live, 
learn and work.” 

EEC has been work-
ing over the past year and 
a half with key stakehold-
ers to make these signif-
icant child care financial 

assistance regulation 
changes. From the out-
set, EEC took on these 
regulation changes with 
the goals of centering 
the family voice and re-
structuring the agency’s 
operations, policies, and 
procedures to modernize 
and improve the experi-
ence for parents and pro-
viders.  

Some of the key regu-
lation and policy changes 
include: 

• Improving and simpli-
fying communication with 
families, such as launch-
ing email and texting 
campaigns to reach them 
directly and support them 
throughout the process of 
accessing child care finan-
cial assistance; 

• Reducing and elim-
inating unnecessary 
and duplicative paper-
work and reporting re-
quirements that create an 
undue burden for parents; 

• Updating the provid-
er employment definitions 
and requirements to re-
flect the changing nature 
of work, including more 
flexibility for hourly wage 
earners and those working 
from home; 

• Waiving fees for 
homeless families and 
easing reporting require-
ments for individuals with 
disabilities or those par-
ticipating in treatment for 
substance abuse; 

• Better align-
ing with partner agencies 
like the Department of 
Transitional Assistance 
(DTA) and Department 
of Children and Families 
(DCF) to streamline pro-
cesses and reduce admin-
istrative burdens for fam-
ilies; 

• Incorporating more in-
clusive language that sup-
ports the dignity of receiv-
ing child care financial 
assistance, and is inclusive 
of LGBTQ+ families and 
families with disabilities; 
and 

• Shifting policies to be 
more accessible, meaning 
they are written in plain 
language and will eventu-
ally be available in up to 
14 languages.  

“Our administration 
believes that expanding 
access to more affordable, 
high-quality early educa-
tion and care is the first 
step to ensuring every Bay 
State child has access to 
the education they de-
serve, regardless of their 

circumstances or back-
ground,” said Secretary 
of Education Patrick Tut-
wiler. “Here in Massachu-
setts, we don’t just want to 
get ‘back’ to how things 
were before the pandem-
ic--the new and updat-
ed regulation and policy 
changes will bring the 
state’s child care financial 
assistance program for-
ward. With a focused inten-
tionality on centering par-
ents and simplifying the 
processes for providers, 
we are creating the child 
care financial assistance 
system that students and 
families deserve.” 

“I am grateful 
for the significant chang-
es we are making to our 
child care financial assis-
tance programs in Mas-
sachusetts. Through regu-
lations and policy, we are 
shifting the programs to 
be easier and more ac-
cessible to enable fami-
lies to work and support 
their children’s school 
success. Using technol-
ogy enhancements and 
eliminating barriers, we 
are creating a more mod-
ern, flexible and digni-
fied system,” said Ear-
ly Education and Care 
Commissioner Amy Ker-
shaw. “I want to thank the 
Early Education and Care 
Board, our early educa-
tion and care programs 
and partners, and sis-
ter agencies who have 
worked collaboratively 
and intentionally with 
us to make changes that 
center families’ experienc-
es and will bring greater 
equity and inclusion for 
the children and families 
participating in our child 
care financial assistance 
programs.” 

 EEC’s willingness to 
bring together state poli-
cy leaders and early edu-
cation and out of school 
time providers through 
ongoing working sessions 
has demonstrated the 
agency’s commitment to 
ensuring an inclusive, eq-
uitable and family-friend-
ly subsidy system. For 
Kids Only Afterschool is 
incredibly grateful for the 
opportunity to collaborate 
with EEC staff and state-
wide colleagues on the 
future direction of subsidy 
policies and procedures. 
We are excited for the 
upcoming changes and to 
provide greater access to 
high quality early educa-

tion and out of school time 
programming for children 
and families across the 
state,” said Briana Flan-
nery, Deputy Director of 
For Kids Only After-
school.  

“Horizons has been ex-
cited to participate in the 
collaborative process with 
the EEC and other child 
care providers to simplify, 
modernize and expand ac-
cess to child care financial 
assistance. These changes 
will particularly have a 
positive impact on child 
care access and afford-
ability for families experi-
encing homelessness. The 
culture shift currently tak-
ing place at EEC, creating 
more family centric solu-
tions which accommodate 
the reality and complexity 
of working family’s lives, 
is a welcome change,” 
said Kate Barrand, Presi-
dent & CEO of Horizons 
for Homeless Children. 

The state’s Child 
Care Financial Assistance 
programs are funded fed-
erally through the Child 
Care and Development 
Fund (CCDF) and by the 
state level through multi-
ple EEC line items. This 
year, the Healey-Driscoll 
administration and the 
legislature delivered $778 
million towards child care 
financial assistance, an in-
crease of $60 million over 
FY23. Currently, 58,000 
children and their fami-
lies access child care with 
the support of state finan-
cial assistance. Nearly 
4,500 early education and 
child care centers partner 
with the Commonwealth 
to provide care to low-in-
come or subsidized stu-
dents, which is 56% of the 
licensed early education 
and care programs in the 
state.  

“The Board of Early 
Education and Care was 
proud to vote to adopt 
these updated child care 
financial assistance pro-
gram regulations. These 
significantly improved 
regulations will serve as 
the foundation for the 
programs and set the tone 
for what we know these 
programs can and will 
be – equitably support-
ing families to afford and 
access high-quality early 
education and care across 
the Commonwealth. I am 
grateful for the Board, the 
Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration, and our partners 

Significant improvements to child care financial assistance program announced

North Suffolk Commu-
nity Services (NSCS), a 
nonprofit provider of ser-
vices for individuals of 
all ages needing mental 
health and/or addiction 
treatment, recovery sup-
port and those with devel-
opmental disabilities, an-
nounced that it will honor 
three individuals at its 
64th Anniversary Connec-
tion Celebration Oct. 19 
for their significant con-
tributions to creating an 
inclusive and stigma-free 
workforce in Massachu-
setts.

Former Massachusetts 
Labor and Workforce De-
velopment Secretary Ro-
salin Acosta will receive 
a Public Service Award; 
author, educator and ad-
vocate Dr. Donna Hicks 
of the Weatherhead Center 
for International Affairs 
at Harvard University 
will receive a Humanitar-
ian Award; and Michael 
Weekes, the outgoing 
president and CEO of the 
Providers’ Council, will 
be presented with a Life-
time Achievement Award.

“We have seen the dev-
astating effects of mental 
health and substance use 
disorders on families and 
in our communities espe-

cially communities of col-
or, immigrant communi-
ties, and residents of low 
resourced neighborhoods, 
but the effects on the 
business community are 
equally profound,” said 
NSCS President and CEO 
Damien Cabezas.  “A 
2021 report suggests that 
lost productivity due to 
opioid use alone cost the 
U.S. some $92 billion.  If 
we are going to end stigma 
around behavioral health 
issues, we need cross-sec-
tor collaboration and dis-
cussion between business 
leaders, the public, and the 
non-profit sector.”

Acosta is currently the 
Managing Director, Gov-
ernment and Public Sector 
practice, at Ernst & Young 
(EY), where she works 

with labor and workforce 
development leaders to 
solve some of the most 
difficult obstacles facing 
state government officials. 

She will receive a Pub-
lic Service Award for her 
work from 2017 to 2023 
as Secretary of Labor and 
Workforce Development 
for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts under Gov. 
Charlie Baker.  Acosta 
was responsible for lead-
ing the operations of seven 
complex agencies and for 
shepherding the Depart-
ment of Unemployment 
Assistance through the 
most significant challenge 
in its history during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Dr. Hicks will receive 
the Humanitarian Award 
for her most recent book 

“Leading with Dignity: 
How to Create a Culture 
that Brings Out the Best 
in People,” as well as 
her peace work.  She has 
worked on conflict resolu-
tion in the Middle East, Sri 
Lanka, Northern Ireland 
and Columbia, and has 
taught courses in the sub-
ject at Harvard, Clark, and 
Columbia universities.  
She conducts trainings 
and educational seminars 
in the U.S. and abroad on 
the role dignity plays in 
healing and reconciling 
relationships in conflict as 
well as dignity leadership 
training.  She consults 
to corporations, schools, 
churches and non-govern-
mental organizations.

Weekes is being hon-
ored with the Lifetime 

Achievement Award for 
his dedication to serving 
nonprofits statewide and 
nationally and his lifelong 
dedication to public ser-
vice.  He has led the Pro-
viders’ Council, the largest 
community-based human 
service membership orga-
nization in Massachusetts, 
for more than 25 years. 
Under his guidance, the 
Council has supported the 
growth and well-being 
of hundreds of nonprofit 
health and human services 
providers. 

Weekes also served as 
Deputy Commissioner 
for the former Massachu-
setts Department of Social 
Services and as Assistant 
Executive Director of the 
Center for Human De-
velopment in Springfield. 
He has served on many 
boards, including those 
of the United Way of Pi-
oneer Valley, Amherst A 
Better Chance, Nonprof-
itVOTE, National Council 
of Nonprofits, and Spring-
field Technical Commu-
nity College Foundation.  
He was a founding board 
member of Massachusetts 
Nonprofit Network and 
served as its vice chair 
of the board from 2007-
2014.

The 64th Anniversary 
Connection Celebration 
will take place on Thurs-
day, Oct. 19 from 5 to 7:30 
p.m. at the Hyatt Regency 
Boston Harbor Hotel, 101 
Harborside Drive, East 
Boston.

Founded in 1959, North 
Suffolk Community Ser-
vices, formerly North 
Suffolk Mental Health 
Association, touches the 
lives of nearly 15,000 
people annually in more 
than 75 programs through-
out Chelsea, Revere, 
Winthrop, East Boston, 
Charlestown and Boston. 
NSCS supports adults, 
children and families 
across the lifespan who 
are coping with behavioral 
health, substance use dis-
orders and/or have devel-
opmental disabilities. The 
organization employs over 
1,000 talented individuals 
who provide services in 
nine languages, including 
ASL, through four outpa-
tient clinics; 39 residential 
programs; two Recovery 
Support Centers and a 
Recovery Learning Cen-
ter. It operates a robust 
Training Center as well as 
a 24/7/365 Recovery Sup-
port hotline. Visit north-
suffolk.org.

NSCS to honor three for impact on creating stigma-free workplaces

Rosalin Acosta. Dr. Donna Hicks. Michael Weekes,

efforts and the direction 
that Massachusetts is 
moving in,” said Paul Bel-
sito, Chair of the Board of 
Early Education and Care. 

“For some families 
who rely on child care 
while they work, finding 
appropriate, high-qual-
ity care can be difficult. 
I am grateful to EEC for 
their efforts to support 
families and eliminating 
administrative barriers to 
a service that can make 
such a difference for chil-

dren and their parents. By 
streamlining this process 
through the Department 
of Children and Families 
and the Department of 
Transitional Assistance, 
we are reducing the bur-
den placed on people to 
provide information to ap-
ply for services for which 
they are already qualified, 
expediting their access to 
the child care they need,” 
said Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Kate 
Walsh.

Due to popular demand, 
the MBTA announced that 
East Boston, Winthrop, 
and Lynn ferry services 
will be extended through 
the fall. East Boston and 
Winthrop ferries are ex-
tended until November 
30 and Lynn ferries are 
extended to October 31. 
Ferry service schedules 
are available at mbta.com/
ferry.

“This summer we were 
able to expand our water 
transportation network 
and the public response 
has been so positive that 
we have decided to now 
extend these ferry services 
into October and Novem-
ber,” said MBTA General 
Manager and CEO Phillip 
Eng. “Safe and reliable 
multi modal transpor-
tation including water 
transportation is a priority. 
I’m proud that the MBTA 
team can continue to offer 
this to the public.”

The East Boston fer-
ry operates on weekdays 
and weekends between 
East Boston at Lewis Mall 
Wharf and the down-
town Boston area at Long 
Wharf (North). A one-way 
fare on the East Boston 
ferry is $2.40 (or $1.10 
for Reduced Fare riders), 
which is the same as tak-
ing the subway. Tickets 
can be purchased on the 
mTicket app. Printed 
LinkPasses, Commut-
er Rail Zone passes, and 
M7s are also accepted. 
M7 cards, or M7s, are 
MBTA Student Charlie-
Cards that are pre-loaded 

with monthly passes for 
the school year for middle 
and high schoolers. East 
Boston ferry service is 
funded through the Com-
monwealth.

The Winthrop ferry 
operates on weekdays be-
tween Winthrop Landing, 
Quincy, and the down-
town Boston area at Cen-
tral Wharf (South). A one-
way fare on the Winthrop 
ferry is $6.50. Tickets 
can be purchased on the 
mTicket app or with cash. 
Printed LinkPasses, Com-
muter Rail Zone passes, 
and M7s are also accept-
ed. 

The Lynn Ferry oper-
ates on weekdays between 
the Blossom Street Pier 
and the downtown Bos-
ton area at Long Wharf 
(North). A one-way fare 
on the Lynn Ferry is cur-
rently $7. Tickets can be 
purchased on the mTicket 
app or with cash. Printed 
LinkPasses, Commut-
er Rail Zone passes, and 
M7s are also accepted. 

Passengers should note 
that some schedule adjust-
ments may be made due 
to weather this season. 
Service information will 
be available at mbta.com/
alerts.  

For more information, 
visit mbta.com/ferry, or 
connect with the T on X 
(the site formerly known 
as Twitter) @MBTA and 
@MBTA_CR, Facebook/
TheMBTA, Instagram @
theMBTA, Threads @
thembta, or TikTok @
thembta.

MBTA; ferry services 
will be extended this fall

VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM
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LOW TURNOUT IN 
CHELSEA PRIMARY

CHELSEA - The city 
saw exceedingly low turn-
out for Tuesday’s prelim-
inary election for District 
4 City Councilor and Dis-
trict 7 School Committee 
member.

Overall, only 144 bal-
lots were cast between the 
two races.

In the District 4 Coun-
cil race, current District 7 
Councilor Tanairi Garcia 
topped the ballot with 55 
votes. Current Licensing 
Commission Chair Marnie 
MacAlpine came in sec-
ond with 25 votes and will 
join Garcia on the Nov. 
7 general election ballot. 
Adriel Adonis Rodriguez 
finished out of the running 
with nine votes.

Garcia is the current 
councilor for District 7, 
but due to redistricting, 
much of what was District 
7 is now in District 4.

The District 7 School 
Committee race saw Lucia 
Henriquez coming out on 
top with 26 votes and Lo-
ren Sokol earning a spot 
on the Nov. 7 ballot with 
16 votes. Celeste Williams 
finished out of the running 
with 12 votes.

Turnout for the prelim-
inary election hovered be-
tween 2.24 percent and 5 
percent depending upon 
the precinct.

In addition to the Dis-
trict 4 City Council and 
District 7 School Com-
mittee seats, the general 
election also looks to have 
contested elections for 
Councilor-at-Large, Dis-
trict 2 Councilor, and the 
School Committee seats in 
Districts 3 and 4.

COUNCILORS 
QUESTION 
FLORENCE ST. 
PARK CONDITIONS 

EVERETT - City coun-
cilors registered concerns 
about the physical con-
dition of Florence Street 
during Director of Engi-
neering Erik Swanson’s 
update on the city’s parks 
at Monday’s Council 
meeting.

During a ques-
tion-and-answer period 
that followed Swanson’s 
update, Ward 3 Councilor 
Darren Costa asked about 
“a specific organization 
that was trying to use 
Florence Street Park for 
a baseball program, and 
they had mentioned that it 
can’t be used.”

Swanson responded, 
“To my knowledge, I 
thought there was baseball 
played early this summer. 
I’m not aware of any re-
strictions.”

Then came the straight-
on question from Costa 
that certainly reverberated 
across the city, especially 
among recent visitors to 
the Florence Street Park.

“What’s the status of 
the contamination there, 
then?” Costa asked Swan-
son directly. “From what 
I understood, the feed-
back I’ve gotten was that 
it was too contaminated to 
be able to hold a program 
there.”

Calling it a tough ques-
tion to answer, Swanson 
said, “The contamination 
that is there does not pres-
ent any harm to kids who 
use it.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky was in-
credulous in his tone upon 
the mere mention of the 
word “contamination.”

“Maybe it’s me, we’re 
talking Florence Street 
Park, where the tot lot 
was just done over – there 
are two parts to that park 
(Upper Florence and 
Lower Florence),” began 
Matewsky.

“I’ve been the council-
man for that area for over 

40 years. Kids have been 
playing at that park for 
40 years. What does this 
contamination thing come 
from? That’s the first I’m 
hearing about it. Who 
said it’s contaminated?” 
Matewsky said to Swan-
son.

“I was not part of the 
development for the reme-
diation nor the design of 
the surface of the park, so 
I can’t tell you how it got 
to be in its current state,” 
said Swanson.

“This is all news to 
me,” said Matewsky, ask-
ing Council President Mi-
chael Marchese if he knew 
the answer to why the park 
might be contaminated.

Marchese offered a 
plausible, scientific expla-
nation.

“A couple of years 
ago, during the storm, 
they piled about 100 feet 
of dirty snow there from 
all over the place, and 
that [may have] led to 
the contamination,” said 
Marchese.

Matewsky seemed per-
turbed that no one had 
informed him about the 
possible contamination at 
the park.

“But if they’re going to 
dump snow there that was 
contaminated, that’s news 
to me,” said Matewsky.

Swanson told the coun-
cilor that he will do some 
research and determine 
exactly “what the extent of 
the contamination is.”

“And I will say that 
when the word “contami-
nation” is thrown around, 
it doesn’t necessary mean 
imminent threat of life,” 
said Swanson.

“Well, I should hope 
not – imminent threat of 
life? It [contamination] is 
a scary term,” responded 
Matewsky. “

The Council voted 
unanimously to request 
that Swanson provide an 
update on Florence Street 
Park by the first Council 
meeting in December.

ONHC OPPOSE 
LEYDEN ST. 
PROJECT

EAST BOSTON - The 
Orient Heights Neighbor-
hood Council (OHNC) 
opposed a project at 36 
Leyden Street during its 
monthly meeting on Sep-
tember 18. 

The project proposes 
demolishing the existing 
building on the site to 
erect a new eight-unit resi-
dential building with eight 
parking spaces. Of the 
eight condominium units, 
there will be one acces-
sible and affordable unit, 
three two-bedrooms, and 
four three-bedrooms. 

This project was initial-
ly presented to the OHNC 
earlier in the summer. 
Since then, there have 
been some changes, ac-
cording to Attorney Jeff 
Drago, who presented the 
project along with the De-
veloper David Gradus and 
the Architect David Choi. 

Since the team’s last 
presentation, the project’s 
unit count has dropped 
from nine to eight, the 
floor area ratio (FAR) has 
gone from 2.25 to 2.24, 
and the building’s height 
has decreased from 37.66 
feet to 35 feet. 

Additionally, the front 
yard setback has increased 
from zero to four feet, 
there are additional land-
scape plans, and the fourth 
floor of the building has 
been pulled back. 

Drago also gave some 
context about how this 
building could fit into 
the area, saying, “The 
proposal isn’t the only 
multi-family residential in 
this area. There’s four-sto-
ry across the street, there’s 
multi-family at the corner, 
and as you go up and down 

it, there’s also townhouse, 
there’s also two-family 
and some ones.” 

After Choi went through 
floor plans and some ren-
ders, Gradus took the floor 
and talked about a concern 
that residents voiced at the 
last presentation — park-
ing. 

In speaking about park-
ing, Gradus said, “At my 
end of Leyden Street, 
we actually have a ton of 
parking; it’s not so densely 
packed.” 

After that statement, 
Gradus went through 
slides that displayed what 
he called an “amateur 
parking study.” In this 
study, Gradus seemingly 
took images from Google 
Maps showing the park-
ing situation on the street 
during different years and 
designated open spots 
with black rectangles. 

While the slides shown 
seemed to indicate that 
spots were available, some 
residents were not fond of 
the study, with the central 
question concerning the 
time the pictures were tak-
en. To which Gradus said 
he did not know what time 
Google Satellite took its 
images. 

Even with some push-
back from residents about 
the study, Gradus main-
tained his position about 
there being available park-
ing in the area. 

“I’m there at all hours of 
the day, and again, at that 
end of the street, there’s 
always parking available,” 
said Gradus. 

One resident, who has 
lived in East Boston for 11 
years and Orient Heights 
for the last five years, 
backed up Gradus, saying, 
“I drive through that street 
every day, and out of all 
the streets here, that’s 
probably the easiest one 
for parking.”

In addition to the park-
ing study, Gradus also 
spoke about the need for 
housing in the area, call-
ing Boston “severely un-
der-housed” and said, “I 
think that we just can-
not build a single or a 
two-family on a lot this 
large; we have to have 
families that want to live 
in the area.” 

When the floor was 
opened for comments and 
questions, several topics 
were covered, including 
the cost of the condos, 
which Gradus said would 
be between $500,000-
$600,000. 

There was a comment 
commending the project 
for having an affordable 
unit. There was also a 
comment from an attend-
ee that they were happy 
that the units were condos, 
but they also asked if they 
would actually end up be-
ing built as condos. 

“The 100% goal is to 
build condominiums to 
add housing to the area, 

not apartments,” said Gra-
dus. 

Other comments about 
the project concerned 
the building’s height, the 
proposed roof decks, and 
more. 

In the end, there were 
not enough votes from 
those in attendance for the 
project to gain the support 
of the OHNC, and the 
project was opposed 23-
5, with one voter abstain-
ing. The OHNC will meet 
again at its regular time on 
October 16.

BOH REVIEWS 
BIOSAFTETY 
REGULATIONS

REVERE - The Revere 
Board of Health held its 
regular monthly meeting 
last Thursday evening, 
September 22, at Re-
vere City Hall in the City 
Council Chambers.

On hand for the meet-
ing were chairperson 
Dr. Drew Bunker; board 
members  Dr. Craig Cos-
tanza and Nezha Louaddi; 
Lauren Buck, the Director 
of Public Health; Michael 
Wells, the city’s Health 
Agent/Director of Inspec-
tional Services; and Paula 
Sepulveda, the Board of 
Health Clerk.

The meeting was a brief 
one with the main piece of 
business pertaining to the  
Introduction to Biosafety 
Regulations that was pre-
sented by Buck by means 
of a powerpoint presenta-
tion.

Buck started her discus-
sion with a review of  the 
city ordinance that was ad-
opted by the City Council 
a few weeks ago that made 
revisions to the previous 
ordinance defining Re-
search and Development 
Facilities.

The principal change in 
the new ordinance is that 
it will allow only Level 1 
and Level 2 Biomedical 
Safety Facilities to be per-
mitted in the city.  

The previous ordinance 
allowed Level 3 facili-
ties, which along with 
Level 4 labs, work on the 
most dangerous infectious 
agents or toxins.

In addition to the gen-
eral ordinance, there also 
is a specific ordinance 
pertaining to the Suffolk 
Downs Overlay District 
which emphasizes that 
Level 3 and 4 facilities are 
not permitted and that test-
ing on certain animal spe-
cies (cats, dogs, rabbitts, 
moneys, chimpanzees, 
and other related primates) 
is not allowed.

In addition, the new or-
dinance states there is to 
be no allowance for the 
granting of a special per-
mit for any facility beyond 
what is allowed by the or-
dinance.

All potential biomedical 
research companies will 

have to apply to the Board 
of Health for a license for 
which the applicant must 
meet a host of complex re-
quirements.

The licensee also will 
have to comply with re-
quirements set forth by the 
city’s public safety depart-
ments.

Buck showed charts 
displaying the framework 
for regulations that oth-
er municipalities in the 
Greater Boston area have 
adopted as a reference for 
the scope of regulations 
that the Revere board may 
want to include in its up-
coming regulations.

In other business:
Buck presented the 

Public Health Commu-
nicable Disease monthly 
report. She said that there 
were three cases of influ-
enza in the city in the past 
month.

“This is a fall and win-
ter illness, so we should 
expect the numbers to 
increase in the months 
ahead,” she said. 

Buck also noted that a 
recent study revealed that 
the availability of regular 
telehealth visits during 
the pandemic resulted 
in individuals staying in 
substance abuse treatment 
longer and in fewer deaths 
from medically-treated 
overdoses.

She also made note 
of another study that re-
vealed that 80 percent of 
pregnancy-related mater-
nal deaths were prevent-
able. The vast majority of 
maternal mortality is at-
tributable to mental health 
issues, excessive bleeding, 
and cardiac conditions.

As for COVID-19, there 
has been a total of 24,946 
cases and 192 deaths in 
the city since the start of 
the pandemic.

In September, the daily 
average of new cases was 
14.6 with a 14-day posi-
tivity rate of 8.64, a slight 
decrease from the previ-
ous month. 

Wells presented the In-
spectional Services Dept. 
monthly report.

“This was another busy 
month for Inspectional 
Services,” said Wells. 

Among the work per-
formed by the ISD in the 
past month, there were 60 
new certificates of fitness 
for habitability and 13 re-
inspections.

Regarding food-related 
inspections: There were 
26 new food inspections 
and 12 reinspections; four 
complaint inspections; 
two opening inspections; 
14 rodent control inspec-
tions; and one establish-
ment closure.

As for exterior sanita-
tion, ISD issued 41 cita-
tions for accumulations of 
trash, litter, and garbage, 
50 citations for improp-
er placements of bulky 
items, and 252 citations 
for improper placements 

of trash.
The ISD issued two ci-

tations for improper sig-
nage on public property; 
four for improper storage 
of garbage and trash; four 
for junk heaps (motor ve-
hicles), 34 for unclean or 
overgrown land; three for 
unpermitted dumpsters, 
and two for water flow 
from sump pumps.

The board members 
also signed the amend-
ments to the city’s Reg-
ulations Restricting the 
Sale of Tobacco and Vape 
Products.

The board had held a 
public hearing on the new 
regulations two months 
ago and voted to adopt 
the new regulations last 
month. The new regula-
tions were put into final 
form by the board’s staff, 
with the board members 
affixing their signatures 
on the document Thursday 
evening.

BUILDING 
COMMITTEE 
DISCUSSES 
CONCEPTUAL 
PLANS FOR POLICE 
STATION UPGRADE

WINTHROP - Archi-
tects from Kaestle Boos 
discussed conceptual 
plans for the second phase 
of a public safety building 
project at a public hearing 
held by the Fire House 
Building Committee last 
week.

Voters will be asked to 
approve a debt exclusion 
for the first phase of the 
project, a new fire station 
on Winthrop Street next to 
the existing police station, 
on Nov. 7.

If that vote is success-
ful, the town could con-
sider moving forward with 
the second phase of a pub-
lic safety project several 
years down the line. That 
project would include the 
major renovation of the 
existing police station, 
which would include a 
bridge connecting the new 
fire station to the police 
station.

The renovated police 
station would include a 
new second floor as well 
as an outside addition, as 
well as a major overhaul 
of the existing property.

The police department 
would have to relocate 
during the renovation/
construction project, ac-
cording to Larry Trim of 
Kaestle Boos.

Once completed, the 
newly redone police sta-
tion would be about 33,000 
square feet, or about the 
same size as the proposed 
new fire station, according 
to Trim. There would also 
be parking included, most 
likely for staff, underneath 
the building, according to 
Trim.

Trim noted that any de-

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PARISH PICNIC

Parishioners enjoying the bouncy house during St. Michael the Archangel’s Parish Picnic on Sept. 24.

See REGION Page 15
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Every October, Boston 
Public Schools facilitates 
College & Career Month 
to help each and every 
BPS student navigate the 
fast-changing post-sec-
ondary landscape. In 
partnership with Success 
Boston and The Boston 
Foundation, College and 
Career Month features 
events, activities, and re-
sources specifically de-
signed to encourage and 
empower all students and 
their families in the edu-
cation and career planning 
process. 

To date, the Success 
Boston program has had 
remarkable success rais-
ing the college completion 
rate for BPS graduates 
from 35 percent for the 
BPS Class of 2000 to 52 
percent for the BPS Class 
of 2015,  an almost 20 per-
centage point increase.

With large changes 
to the higher education 
landscape in the Com-

monwealth, including the 
launch of MassReconnect, 
the expansion of the City 
of Boston’s Tuition-Free 
Community College 
(TFCC) Plan for all Bos-
ton residents regardless 
of age and immigration 
status, the Tuition Equity 
bill signed into law guar-
anteeing in-state tuition 
rates to undocumented 
and DACA-status resi-
dents, and the success of 
Early College and Inno-
vation Pathways, it’s more 
important than ever before 
that Boston’s students and 
families understand the 
wide variety of resources 
and opportunities avail-
able to them.

“Our mission is to focus 
on the well-being of the 
whole child and acceler-
ate our students’ academic 
performance,” said Super-
intendent Mary Skipper. 
“This month, BPS will 
be focusing on college 
and career exploration, 

through events like the 
Citywide College, Career, 
and STEM Fair, to help 
prepare our young people 
for college, careers, and 
beyond. Engaging our stu-
dents and advising them 
about college and career 
opportunities will set them 
up for success throughout 
the rest of their journey 
in education, in career, 
and in life after they leave 
Boston Public Schools.” 

The goal of College & 
Career Month is to show-
case all of the city’s var-
ied and helpful resources 
designed to get students 
prepared for, enrolled in, 
and successfully complete 
a postsecondary pathway. 
The project directly sup-
ports the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementa-
ry and Secondary Educa-
tion’s statewide effort to 
help prepare students for 
Success after High School.

“It is important that we 
educate the 21st-century 

student in ways that will 
set them up for success 
in the 21st century,” said 
Boston School Committee 
Chairperson Jeri Robin-
son. “That is what College 
and Career Month is all 
about: Educating the lead-
ers of tomorrow by foster-
ing the skills they need to 
succeed.” 

Finally, for the third 
year in a row, BPS is part-
nering with a group of 
social media-savvy stu-
dent ambassadors to pro-
mote events and resourc-
es throughout the month. 

Engaging with students 
through near-peer advo-
cacy is important as they 
gain perspective about ca-
reer possibilities and ex-
periences.

“College & Career 
Month gives students from 
across grade levels oppor-
tunities to advance their 
post-high school plans 
and learn about poten-
tial paths to fulfilling fu-
tures,” said M. Lee Pelton, 
President and CEO of the 
Boston Foundation. “We 
are pleased once again to 
partner with BPS through 

Success Boston for this 
important effort.”

College & Career 
Month highlights a week-
ly theme, with students 
across elementary, mid-
dle, and high schools par-
ticipating in age-appro-
priate college and career 
awareness activities. The 
2023-themed weeks are 
Exploring Skills and In-
terests; College and Ca-
reer Readiness and Entre-
preneurship; STEAM; and 
College Affordability and 
Financial Literacy. 

sign plans for the updated 
police station are in the 
very preliminary stages.

“There is plenty of time 
to decide the final config-
uration of the police de-
partment,” said Trim.

Trim said the current 
plans show an expanded 
detention and sallyport 
area on the lower level, 
along with a slightly ex-
panded firing range. There 
would be public access 
and meeting rooms on the 
main floor, and the second 
floor would likely contain 
administrative space, as 
well as facilities for the 
patrol division.

None of the potential 
plans for the second phase 

of the project would affect 
the proposed cost or plans 
for the new fire station, 
Trim said. However, he 
said the new fire station 
would be constructed so 
that it could easily con-
nect to an updated police 
station.

In addition to discuss-
ing the police station 
plans, Trim said his firm 
met recently with the po-
lice and fire chiefs and 
made some adjustments to 
the plans for the new fire 
station.

Those changes include 
raising the height of the 
second floor to be able 
to put the dormitories for 
firefighters over the appa-

ratus bay and on the same 
level as the command 
staff. Trim said this also 
would open up more space 
in the administrative wing 
so the town’s health de-
partment could have more 
space on an upper level of 
the building.

“I think it’s really im-
portant to conceptually 
take a look at this to give 
people an idea of where 
we are going and where 
we are looking in the fu-
ture,” said Town Council 
President Jim Letterie. “It 
also gave us an opportuni-
ty to make a few adjust-
ments on the fire side.”
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Join the MBTA for a Red Blue Connector 
Community Meeting

The MBTA is hosting two in-person community meetings in October. At 
these meetings, the team will present an overview of the preliminary 
engineering and upcoming state and federal environmental review 
milestones. Following the presentation, the project team will be available to 
take comments and questions.

Monday, October 16, 2023 at 6:00 PM
Downtown Boston | Paul S. Russell, MD Museum at MGH 2 North 

Grove Street

Thursday, October 19, 2023 at 6:00 PM
East Boston | East Boston Branch of the Boston Public Library 

365 Bremen Street

The same information will be shared at both meetings to allow the public to 
attend the most convenient location.

The Red Blue Connector project would connect the Red and Blue lines by 
extending the Blue Line beyond its current terminus at Bowdoin station 
through a new tunnel under Cambridge Street to Charles/MGH station on the 
Red Line.

More information is available at
MBTA.com/projects/red-blue-connector

ACCOMMODATIONS
For more information or to request a reasonable accommodation and/or language services, please email 
publicengagement@mbta.com.
Para más información o para pedir arreglos razonables y/o servicios lingüísticos, por favor envíe un e-mail a 
publicengagement@mbta.com.
如需進一步瞭解或要求合理的便利設備和/或語言服務，請電郵 publicengagement@mbta.com.
如需进一步了解或要求合理的便利设备和/或语言服务，请电邮 publicengagement@mbta.com.
Para mais informações, ou para solicitar serviços de acesso e/ou linguísticos em termos razoáveis, contactar por 
email para publicengagement@mbta.com.
Pour plus d’informations ou pour obtenir un accommodement raisonnable et/ou des services linguistiques, veuillez 
envoyer un courriel publicengagement@mbta.com.
Để biết thêm chi tiết hoặc để yêu cầu những hỗ trợ hợp lý và/hoặc các dịch vụ ngôn ngữ, vui lòng email 
publicengagement@mbta.com.
Pou plis enfòmasyon oswa pou mande yon aranjman rezonab ak/oswa sèvis lang, tanpri voye yon imèl bay 
publicengagement@mbta.com.
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Marshall Greenland, General Manager, Boston Harbor Shipyard & Marina, holding a public 
information session on September 28.

Harbor. There really is no-
where else in the harbor 
that does it,” Greenland 
pointed out. “We’re losing 
our ability to do it because 
of sink holes, and the con-
ditions of the piers and 
headwalls.” 

The investment proj-
ect is anticipated to cost a 
minimum of $12 million 
to repair and build new 
piers and headwalls, add 
travel lifts, and update and 
maintain the existing fa-
cility to be able to service 
the industry.  Greeland ex-
plained that new revenue 
streams must be generated 
in addition to sustaining 
current ones to meet the 
demands of today’s mar-

ket.
“This site was built to 

meet the demands of the 
1940s. In the 1850s it 
was wooden clipper ships 
and graving docks. They 
services war-era military 
ships,” said Greenland. 
“In the late 1980s, when 
Massport bought the site, 
it started becoming more 
mixed-use with multiple 
tenants across the yard. 
We still do ship repairs, 
but now we have a marina 
and boat storage, and do a 
lot of commercial berth-
ing.”

Although Massport 
owns the property, Boston 
Harbor Shipyard & Mari-
na has been the long-term 

ground lease owner since 
2018, and is responsible 
for controlling and main-
taining the site. 

“What people don’t see 
is the business – the ma-
rine industrial operations. 
Because of the nature of 
activities, the back is a 
restricted area,” described 
Greeland. “We want to 
walk people back there, 
and explain the improve-
ments we want to do, and 
the conditions that need to 
be fixed.”

Learn more about Bos-
ton Harbor Shipyard & 
Marina’s investment plan 
by visiting www.BHSMa-
rina.com/investment-plan. 

East Boston Reach Out For 
Youth Breakfast set for Oct. 13

Special to the Times-Free Press

Each year the East Bos-
ton YMCA calls to the 
community to help raise 
funds to offset the cost of 
the numerous programs 
they offer to ensure no one 
is turned away due to in-
ability to pay. In 2022 the Y 
distributed over $380,000 
directly back into the com-
munity. Aid was provided 
in scholarship amounts 
that covered up to 100% of 
programs like after school 
care, health and wellness 
memberships, swim les-
sons to mention a few. 
Since the start of COVID 
the Y has seen an increase 
in need for assistance to 
ensure the community has 
access to life-sustaining 
and life-changing pro-
grams. “We are still seeing 
the need come in more the 
ever, says Joe Gaeta, Exec-
utive Director, even more 

so at the tail end of COVID 
due to inflation and the in-
crease of the cost of living 
in East Boston.” Massport 
is back again as the event’s 
Presenting Sponsor help-
ing kick off the Y’s goal to 
raise $400,000 for the year.  

It takes the support of 
many for the Y to meet 
its lofty goal. Commu-
nity business’ like Cargo 
Ventures stepped up with 
a $15,000 donation to the 
Y to the Breakfast. Cargo 
has also been a steadfast 
supporter of the East Bos-
ton Y by covering the lo-
cation cost of the “Hunger 
Prevention Warehouse” 
on McClellan highway for 
the past 3 years and di-
rectly funding of the Y’s 
successful Culinary Arts 
Work Force Development 
that has produced over 
50 skilled chefs with new 
well-paying jobs. “Car-
go Ventures is proud to 

support the East Boston 
YMCA and the incredible 
work they do for Eastie 
youth and families says Pat 
Capogreco of Cargo Ven-
tures. We admire the Y’s 
unwavering dedication and 

commitment to this com-
munity, and the profound 
impact they’ve left on the 
lives of countless individ-
uals.” 

State Representative 
Adrian Madaro is set to 

lead the morning again 
as the Y celebrates what 
builds us as a community. 
New community Aquat-
ics initiatives will be an-
nounced; so do not miss 
this event! 

Tickets and Event Spon-
sorships are still available 
at https://ymcaboston.
org/reachoutbreakfast, for 
more information reach out 
to Joe Gaeta, Executive Di-
rector @ 617-418-8320.

Shown are Joe Gaeta East Boston YMCA Executive Director, Pat Capogreco Community Relations Cargo Ventures, Oscar 
Cruz, East Boston YMCA Healthy Living Director and the East Boston Y’s Preschool Room 4 Class.


