
By Adam Swift

A proposed change to 
Boston’s inclusionary de-
velopment policy needs to 
offer more opportunity for 
truly affordable housing 
units in the city, accord-
ing to housing advocates 
who spoke during a Bos-
ton Planning and Devel-
opment Agency online fo-
rum on Saturday, Jan. 21.

BPDA and city officials 
laid out the background of 
inclusionary development 
and the proposed zoning 
proposal, as well as the 

path it needs to take for 
final approval, during the 
forum.

Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced proposed chang-
es to the IDP policy on 
December 15, 2022. 

The Mayor’s proposed 
changes to IDP include: 
Lowering the threshold 
from 10 to seven units, 
and, for rental projects, 
increasing the proportion 
of the project that is in-
come-restricted from 13% 
to 20% of the project, 
while also deepening af-
fordability requirements. 

In addition, 17% of the 
project will be income re-
stricted at an average of 
60% of Area Median In-
come, and an additional 
3% of the project will be 
offered at market rents and 
reserved for people with 
housing vouchers. 

“Up until now, the only 
way we got inclusionary 
development units was 
because a project needed 
some kind of zoning relief 
and was 10 or more units,” 
said Tim Davis, a depu-
ty director in the mayor’s 
housing office. “With this 

new power that was given 
to us in 2021, we can now 
put inclusionary housing 
into the zoning code, and 
this process is part of the 
legislatively required pro-
cess to include a feasibil-
ity study, housing condi-
tions study and to put that 
in and then go forward 
with zoning.”

The current policy ap-
plied to projects with 10 
or more units that require 
zoning relief. In 2015, the 
city created three zones for 
inclusionary development.

“Looking at the pro-

posed inclusionary zon-
ing, developments that 
do not need zoning relief 
and are built as right will 
still have to support in-
come-restricted housing,” 
said Davis. “The proposal 
is to drop the trigger from 
10 units to seven units.”

Under the new policy, 
rather than requiring a set 
number of inclusionary 
units, requirements will 
be calculated in square 
footage to allow for more 
flexibility and the produc-
tion of family sized units, 
Davis said.

“For example, if we 
would have required 15 
units under the old policy, 
but a lot of them were stu-
dios and one bedrooms, we 
might get 14 units instead 
of 15 units because we are 
also getting two-bedroom 
units as part of the pack-
age,” Davis said.

The biggest change in 
the housing zones would 
see Charlestown moving 
from Zone B to Zone A, 
and East Boston moving 
from Zone B to Zone C 
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157 Chestnut St.
14 new construction condos for 

sale; 2 bed/2 full baths; 904sf-
1,280 with private balconies. 
Garage parking roof deck 

Media room

163 Chestnut st 
16 loft condos in a Gothic 

Church ; 2 bed/2 full baths 
904sf-1,786sf; High ceilings

See IDP Page 2
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69 London Street, East Boston, MA 02128 * 617-567-7456 

Rediscover Excellence 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

 

Apply now at www.EBCCS.org 
Preparing students for our changing world 

Dear Family, Friends 
and Colleagues,

As many of you know, 
in 2018 my father, Stan-
ley DeMartinis Sr. passed 
away unexpectedly. Over 
the years, we have been 
discussing how we can 
honor my father’s legacy 
and give back to the East 
Boston community.

My father’s philan-
thropic mindset started 

at a young age. While 
opening multiple busi-
nesses in the Revere and 
East Boston communi-
ties, he was always there 
to lend a hand to those in 
need. From his early days 
of owning restaurants, 
through his first gym 
opening in 1993 in East 
Boston, my father always 
gave back to the East 
Boston community that 

held his roots. Whether 
it was working with East 
Boston High School to 
provide summer jobs, 
participating in fundrais-
ers, or providing access to 
health and wellness to ev-
eryone in the community, 
he truly cared about the 
people he was surround-
ed by and felt gratitude 
towards them for support-
ing his business ventures 

throughout the years.
One such partnership 

was between World Gym 
in East Boston and Savio 
Preparatory High School. 
My father worked with 
the administration to 
have the students bussed 
from the school to the 
gym during school hours 
to be sure they were pro-

PLEASE DONATE TO THE STANLEY DEMARTINIS SR. SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Tobia family files DPIR for former casket site destroyed by fire
Special to the Times-Free Press

The family that once 
operated a successful cas-
ket manufacturing compa-
ny on Bennington Street 
recently filed a Draft Proj-
ect Impact Report (DPIR) 
with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agen-
cy (BPDA) in connection 
with their plans to con-
struct a mixed-use devel-
opment on the now vacant 
site. 

The Tobia Family, who 

ran the New England 
Casket Company at 1141 
Bennington St. for over 
seven decades until a fire 
destroyed the business, is 
looking to construct 220 
new units of housing and 
commercial space at the 
site of the former compa-
ny.

Redgate, the develop-
ment team working with 
the Tobia Family, has 
scheduled a virtual meet-
ing with the project’s 
Impact Advisory Group 

(IAG) on Thursday, Jan. 
26 at 6pm and a virtual 
public meeting with the 
BPDA on Tuesday, Jan. 31 
at 6pm.

In March 2019, an enor-
mous 9-alarm fire ripped 
through the Tobia Fami-
ly’s historic business that 
gained international fame 
as one of the premier cas-
ket manufacturing compa-
nies in the country. 

After generations of op-
erating the business, the 
Tobia Family made the 

painful decision not to re-
build after the devastating 
fire.

“It was a very tough de-
cision,” said Louis Tobia 
Jr., whose Italian grand-
father founded the casket 
company 75 years ago. 
“Before the fire we carved 
out a really good niche in 
the industry making cus-
tom high-end caskets.”

Before the fire destroyed 
the company’s manufac-

See TOBIA Page 3
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A rendering of the proposed 1141 Bennington redesign.

BPDA holds Inclusionary Development Policy forum
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Benitez provides  
updates on mattresses, 
newsletters, and more

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

During the Gove Street 
Citizens Association’s 
monthly meeting on Mon-
day, Jan. 23, East Boston’s 
Liaison Nathalia Benitez 
shared some updates res-
idents should be aware of 
as 2023 rolls on.

One of Benitez’s most 
important updates came as 
a reminder regarding the 
City of Boston’s newest 
way to dispose of mat-
tresses.

“Starting in January, the 
City of Boston requires an 
appointment for collection 
of all mattresses and box 
springs,” said Benitez.

The city accepts mem-
ory foam, box springs, 
innerspring, hybrid, latex, 
and air beds. However, the 
city is not accepting futons 
as part of the new disposal 
appointments.

To set up a mattress 
pick-up, residents can 
call 311. Currently, the 
311 app does not have the 
capability to make these 
appointments; however, 
it is something the city is 
working on.

“Because we just 
launched it, we are only 
doing phone calls for now. 
The way the mattresses are 
picked up are by a recy-
cling team, so if you were 
to just do a trash pick-up 
ticket on the 311 app, it 
would take them to public 
works, and public works 
will pick it up as trash, and 
that’s not what we want,” 
said Benitez.

“So we are trying to 
troubleshoot the data to 
make sure that it’s going 
through the proper chan-
nels so it can actually get 
recycled.”

The new disposal sys-
tem ensures that some of 
the mattresses and box 
springs will be donated for 
reuse or recycled for ma-
terials such as insulation, 
carpet padding, and more.

For more information 
on mattress disposal, res-
idents can visit https://
content.boston.gov/de-
partments/public-works/
mattress-recycling.

“We are very excited to 
be launching this service 

See GSCA Page 9
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News in Brief

MFA PRESENTS 
EXHIBITION 
HIGHLIGHTING 
WARTIME IN 
UKRAINE

Since the start of Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine in February 
2022, attacks have con-
tinued endlessly in differ-
ent regions of the country, 
and ordinary citizens have 
been forced to pick up 
arms and fight back. Orga-
nized in partnership with 
The Wartime Art Archive 
at the Museum of Con-
temporary Art (MOCA) 
NGO in Kyiv, Who Holds 
Up the Sky? presents 
the work of artists who 
have been documenting 
the war—providing testi-
mony of Russia’s crimes 
and a glimpse into many 
Ukrainian citizens’ lives.

Reportage photographs 
from Vadym Belikov 
capture Russian mis-
sile launches targeting 
Kharkiv, one of Ukraine’s 
largest cities. War corre-
spondent Efrem Lukatsky 
films missiles striking 
fields where farmers still 
reap their grain harvests, 
awaited by trading part-
ners around the world. 
Yana Kononova docu-
ments destruction in the 
northern region of Kyiv 
in her series of abstract 
X-Scapes, and Kostiantyn 
Polishchuk’s The Night 
Watch portrays his fellow 
soldiers on the front lines 
of the Ukrainian defense. 
Inga Levi’s graphic series 
Double exposure juxta-
poses news from the war-
front with sketches of ci-
vilians’ everyday routines.

The exhibition also 
highlights Behind Blue 
Eyes, a project started by 
Dima Zubkov and Artem 
Skorohodko, volunteers 
who distribute food and 
supplies to residents in 
liberated Ukrainian vil-
lages. The pair provided 
disposable cameras to 
children and teens in Lu-
kashivka, in the Cherni-
hiv region, asking them 
to document their lives 
for a week. Paired with 
interviews about the chil-
dren’s dreams and hopes 
for the future, the result-
ing images—of family 
and friends, bombed hous-
es, flowers still bloom-
ing amid destruction, and 
selfies on tanks—capture 

the many facets of their 
complex reality. The title 
of the project, taken from 
a Limp Bizkit cover of a 
song by The Who, refers 
to hiding internal negative 
emotions, worries, and 
rage under a completely 
normal appearance and 
condition; the color blue 
signifies the sky.

Together, all of these 
works create a collective 
portrait of the wartime ex-
perience—paying tribute 
to those who, in the cura-
tors’ words, are “holding 
up the sky over Ukraine."

BOSTON WARD 1  
REPUBLICAN 
COMMITTEE 
MEETING FEB. 7 

The East Boston Repub-
lican Ward Committee will 
hold its bimonthly meeting 
Tuesday evening, Febru-
ary 7, 2023.  The meeting 
will be at Kelley Square 
Pub at 84 Bennington St, 
(at the corner of Mari-
on Street) in East Boston 
starting at 6:30 p. m.  

Registered East Boston 
Republicans and unen-
rolled voters are welcome 
and encouraged to attend.  

For more information 
please call the commit-
tee secretary at (617) 
569-4075 or text (617) 
755-7697.  The commit-
tee e-mail addresses are 
ebrwc@yahoo.com and 
eastbostonrepublican-
wardcomm@gmail.com.

NOMINATE 
A YOUNG 
CONSERVATIONIST

Do you know an out-
standing youth who is 
an advocate for wildlife 
and conservation? Nom-
inations are now being 
accepted for the Young 
Conservationist Award, 
presented by Zoo New 
England.

As part of the cele-
bration of Zootopia, Zoo 
New England’s annual 
fundraising gala, zoo staff 
is excited to announce 
that applications are now 
being accepted for the 
Young Conservationist 
Award. The nominated 
youth should be enrolled 
in grades 3 through 12, 
have demonstrated a pos-
itive commitment to con-
servation at large and/or 
Zoo New England’s mis-
sion, and have engaged in 
some outstanding action 
to support this. The award, 
which includes a $2,500 
scholarship to further the 
recipient’s project and 
conservation work, will be 
presented at Zootopia on 
June 10 at Franklin Park 
Zoo. The winner and two 
adults will receive com-
plimentary tickets to Zoo-
topia to participate in the 
awards ceremony.

“We are honored to once 
again present the Young 
Conservationist Award to 
an outstanding youth who 
is making a difference for 
wildlife and the environ-
ment,” said John Linehan, 
President and CEO of Zoo 
New England. “A cor-
nerstone of the Zoo is to 
protect the natural world 
and cultivate the next gen-
eration of environmental 
stewards. Our past win-
ners have been inspiring 
young individuals who 
share this mission and we 
can’t wait to continue this 
tradition.”  

for the Young Conser-
vationist Award are being 
accepted through Friday, 
April 7, 2023 at 5:00 
p.m. Nomination forms 
are available at https://
www.zoonewengland.org/
zootopia. Please email 
questions to YoungCon-
s e r v a t i o n i s t Aw a r d @
zoonewengland.org.

Zootopia is Zoo New 

PHOTO BY KOSTIANTYN POLISHCHUK

The Night Watch, Ukrainian soldiers.
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All women over 40 should 
have a mammogram once 
a year. Breast cancer 
found early offers the best 
chance to be cured. Free 
or low cost mammograms 
are available. 
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Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Gencoglu, Can Meiggs, Marie           148 London St             $949,000  
Christous, Cara M Cmss Development LLC 187 London St #2          $540,000  
Hermes, Ann M          Mary Ellen Welch RET    225 Webster St              $1,200,000 

The easT BosTon

FoundaTion

The 
East 

Boston 
Foundation

Phone: 617-561-6336

➧ deadline 
announcemenT

Grant 
Application 
Deadline 
will be 

Feb. 3, 2023

For more information
 contact 

Lorene Schettino 
for an application 

617-561-6336
by email: 

lorene.schettino@gmail.com  
or apply online at:

www.ebfoundation.org

→ STOCK UP FOR THE BIG GAME ←

617-567-6373 
86 Cottage St., Boston 02128

carmellasmarket.com

Italian Groceries 
AND Fresh deli meats

 AND cheeses
SLICED TO ORDER

Call ahead to place your order!

England’s annual fundrais-
ing gala. This year’s event, 
to be held at Franklin 
Park Zoo on June 10 from 
6:30 – 9:30 p.m., promis-
es to be an unforgettable 
evening. The gala begins 
with an auction, followed 
by catered tasting stations 

and dancing. Attendees are 
encouraged to wear ani-
mal-inspired attire.

from Zootopia will di-
rectly benefit Zoo New 
England’s Franklin Park 
Zoo and Stone Zoo and 
will help to further the 
Zoos’ mission to inspire 

and educate the next gen-
eration of conservation 
stewards and leaders.

To purchase tickets or 
to learn about sponsorship 
opportunities, visit https://
www.zoonewengland.org/
zootopia or call 617-379-
5190.

when it comes to some of 
the specifics of the inclu-
sionary development plan.

“For home ownership in 
zones A and B, we would 
be looking at getting 10 
percent of the square foot-
age at 80 percent of area 
median income, and an 
additional 10 percent at 
100 percent of area medi-
an income for a total of 20 
percent of square footage 
for and average AMI of 
90 percent,” said Davis. 
“Under Zone C, we get 
6.5 percent square footage 
of 80 percent and 6.5 per-
cent at 100 percent of area 
median income for a total 
of 13 percent of square 
footage of average area 
income. The reason why 
we have differentiated for 
Zone C is that we are find-
ing through our usability 
analysis that even at 13 
percent, condo projects in 
the outer neighborhoods 
are not actually currently 
feasible.”

Bryan Glasscock, the 
deputy director of regula-
tory planning and zoning 
for the BPDA, highlighted 
the next steps in the pro-
cess for the inclusionary 
development changes.

“As with any potential 
change to the zoning code, 
there is a fair amount of 
public process that’s re-
quired,” said Glasscock. 
“We’ve scheduled … two 
citywide public meetings 
to present the work that 
has been done and what 
our proposed response is 
to take to the zoning com-
mission.”

After gathering feed-
back from the public 
meetings, the final pro-
posed zoning amendment 

would go to the BPDA 
board to recommend the 
zoning change.

“Unlike ordinary zon-
ing, this particular propos-
al would also then go to the 
Boston City Council for a 
vote,” Glasscock said. If it 
passes at the council lev-
el, it would then go for-
ward for a public hearing 
before the Boston Zoning 
Commission for approval, 
and eventually be signed 
by the mayor and become 
part of the zoning code.

During the public ques-
tion and answer period on 
Saturday, Sasha  Good-
friend read a statement on 
behalf of the Coalition for 
a Truly Affordable Boston 
(CTAB), an organization 
made up of over 20 hous-
ing justice organizations 
that have been advocating 
for a stronger inclusionary 
development policy since 
2017.

The points addressed in 
the CTAB statement were 
echoed by a number of the 
speakers who followed 
Goodfriend.

Goodfriend CTAB re-
cently worked with sever-
al councilors to introduce 
a resolution that called for 
Mayor Wu to do an exec-
utive order to strengthen 
IDP and specifically de-
crease the income limit for 
rental units from 70 per-
cent AMI to an average of 
40 percent AMI, and de-
crease the limit of owner-
ship units from 80  to 100 
percent AMI to 50 to 100 
percent AMI.

“There are some chang-
es in this proposal that 
CTAB is very excited 
about, including requiring 
a percentage of building 

square footage to be af-
fordable, using an aver-
age AMI to allow units to 
reach lower AMIs, and in-
creasing the payout units,” 
said Goodfriend. “But im-
portantly, the average of 
60 percent AMI must be 
lowered to an average of 
40 percent AMI, we be-
lieve, specifically to close 
the racial housing gap. In 
the city of Boston, most 
Black, Latinx, and Asian 
renters have household in-
comes of less than $31,000 
to $37,000, and this IDP 
proposal keeps most units 
at 60 to 100 percent AMI, 
which is about $84,000 to 
$140,000 for a family of 
four.”

Goodfriend said CTAB 
does support the mayor’s 
proposal to mandate 3 per-
cent of units for mobile 
voucher holders because it 
believes it will make units 
more accessible to lower 
income households.

“However, this propos-
al to increase the set aside 
percentage from 13 to 17 
percent must be increased, 
and vouchers can be used 
on top of that higher num-
ber,” she said. “We also 
believe Zone C must have 
the same affordability re-
quirements for ownership 
as the rest of the city and 
shouldn’t stay at 13 per-
cent.”

Lastly, Goodfriend said 
the proposal should en-
sure that the IDP units are 
made permanently afford-
able and not converted 
back to market-rate units.

Several other Boston 
residents also spoke to ad-
vocate for more accessible 
affordable units for dis-
abled renters.

THE ZONTA CLUB OF CHELSEA AND NORTH 
SHORE CELEBRATE ZONTA'S ANNUAL AMELIA 
EARHART EVENT AT ANTHONY'S OF MALDEN

Courtesy photo

The members of the 
Zonta Club of Malden 
and the Zonta Club of 
Chelsea & North Shore 
plan this local event 
each year to memorialize 
Amelia Earhart, a former 

Zontian, and to celebrate 
recipients of Zonta Fel-
lowship Awards in the 
fields of aerospace-re-
lated sciences and engi-
neering. This year Zonta 
Fellows Adriana Mitch-
ell and Maya Nasr spoke 
about their Ph.D. work at 

MIT and received certifi-
cates and wing pins pre-
sented by Donna Sroka, 
Zonta District I Governor.  
A third recipient, Mad-
eleine Schroeder, who 
could not be present, sent 
a video presentation of 
her amazing work at MIT.  

Shown left to right, Front row:  Donna Sroka, Zonta District I Governor; Christine DePrizio; 
Elizabeth Fama, and Janice Sikorski.  Top row:  Barbara Lawlor; Adriana Mitchell, Zonta 
Fellow at MIT; Lee Farrington; Maya Nasr, Zonta Fellow at MIT; Georgia Green, and Mary 
Jane O'Neill. 



Wednesday, January 25, 2023 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Page 3

Staff Report

Rockland Trust is 
pleased to announce the 
launch of its 19th Annu-
al Scholarship Program, 
which is open to stu-
dents who are enrolling 
in a part-time or full-time 
undergraduate study pro-
gram for the first time at 
an accredited two or four-
year college, university, 
or vocational-technical 
school for the entire up-
coming academic year 
(2023-2024). This year, 
Rockland Trust will be 
awarding up to sixteen 
$3,000 renewable schol-
arships.

Applications will be 
considered based on fi-
nancial need, academic 
performance, participa-
tion in school and com-
munity activities, and 

work experience. There 
will be a section for ap-
plicants to write a brief 
essay of educational 
goals and potential career 
aspirations, along with a 
section to provide insight 
for any unusual personal 
or family circumstances. 
Applicants must reside 
in one of the follow-
ing counties to be eligi-
ble: Barnstable, Bristol, 
Dukes, Essex, Middle-
sex, Nantucket, Norfolk, 
Plymouth, Suffolk, or 
Worcester in Massa-
chusetts or Providence 
County in Rhode Island.

“Rockland Trust is 
deeply committed to 
strengthening the com-
munities in which we live 
and work. The scholar-
ship program is particu-
larly meaningful because 
it allows us to make an 

investment in the future 
of those communities,” 
said Christopher Odd-
leifson, Chief Execu-
tive Officer at Rockland 
Trust. “Every year, we 
look forward to hearing 
the stories and goals of 
tomorrow’s generation of 
leaders. We are honored 
to play a small role in 
helping each student ad-
vance their educational 
journey and take another 

step toward a purposeful 
future.”

Rockland Trust Schol-
arship applications are 
available online at Rock-
landTrust.com/Schol-
arship(Opens in a new 
Window).  To learn more 
about guidelines, eligi-
bility criteria, and access 
the application, please 
visit RocklandTrust.com/
Scholarship

Rockland Trust launches its 19th annual scholarship program

Senator Edwards serves on the Transition Committee’s of  
AG Andrea Campbell, Auditor Diana DiZoglio, and DA Kevin Hayden

Staff Report

Senator Lydia Edwards 
(D-Boston) has been 
serving on the Attorney 
General Andrea Camp-
bell’s Public Protection 
and Advocacy Bureau 
Team on her Transition 
Committee, additionally 
has been advising Audi-
tor Diana DiZoglio on is-
sues regarding workplace 
culture, inclusion, and 
accountability, and is the 
Co-Chair of District At-
torney Kevin Hayden’s 
Transition Committee.

“I'm proud to be asked 
to serve on the transi-
tion teams of Attorney 
General-Elect Andrea 

Campbell, Auditor Diana 
DiZoglio, and District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden. 
I'm honored to be chosen 
to help guide these capa-
ble officials as they en-
ter their first full terms”. 
said State Senator Lydia 
Edwards (D-Boston)

“Thank you, Attorney 
General Andrea Camp-
bell, for asking me to serve 
on your transition com-
mittee and advise you on 
Public Protection and Ad-
vocacy. I was inspired by 
Andrea Campbell's ability 
to lead on the Boston City 
Council and am eager to 
help her succeed as Attor-
ney General’s office. said 
State Senator Lydia Ed-

wards (D-Boston)
“Thank you, Auditor 

Diana DiZoglio, for ask-
ing me to serve on your 
transition team I look for-
ward to continuing our 
conversations ahead about 
how the Auditors office 
can be used to best serve 

the people of the Com-
monwealth” said State 
Senator Lydia Edwards 
(D-Boston)

“Thank you, District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden, 
for naming me as one 
of the co-chairs on your 
transition team. My focus 
is to use this position to 
ensure the District Attor-
ney’s office serves every 
community in the coun-
ty. I approach this role 
seriously and intend to 
give him direct, honest, 
feedback and suggestions 
which are supported by 
many stakeholders even 
those that didn't support 
his candidacy”. said State 
Senator Lydia Edwards 
(D-Boston)

Tobia //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Real Estate AUCTION
7,674± SF 
BACK BAY 

ROW HOUSE
291 BEACON STREET 

BOSTON, MA
Licensed Lodging House 

Vacant with Conversion Potential
3± Parking Spaces in Rear

Friday, February 3 
at 11am On-site

Info, Full Terms, Broker Reg & More at:
www.JJManning.com

800.521.0111   
MA Lic# 111 • Ref # 23-1985

Property Preview: 
Friday, January 27 

(11am-1pm)

FUNCTION FACILITY

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $26.95

Please accept sincere condolences, from the  
Spinelli family and staff. During this difficult time,  
we would like to offer our facility at a specially re-
duced price, for you, your family and friends.

Served Upon Arrival
Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

Buffet Luncheon Menu
Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter
Chicken, Ziti and Broccoli Alfredo
Eggplant Parmigiana
Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

Per 
Person

Above price does not include a 19% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499                   www.spinellis.com

John McCain, Heath Led-
ger, Walter Cronkite, Joan 
Rivers and Tip O’Neill 
were all interred in New 
England Casket Company 
Caskets. Over the years, 
the family won numerous 
awards in the industry for 
its innovation and quality 
casket design.

“We had every inten-
tion after the fire to re-
open,” said Tobia. “Sadly, 
however we weren’t going 
to be able to rebuild the 
building and reopen where 
we were at business-wise 
and financially.”

Tobia said the fami-
ly looked to Lawrence, 
Amesbury, and even up-
state New York to rebuild 
the business from the 
ground up.

“But we came to the 
conclusion we couldn’t do 
it without the employees 
from East Boston, Revere 
and Somerville,” said To-
bia. “Some of these work-
ers had been with us for 40 
years.”

Now, four years af-
ter the fire, Tobia and his 
family want to construct a 
220-units of housing and 
some retail space on the 
acre-plus site. 

“We interviewed 25 to 
30 companies and they 
brought proposals for ev-
erything from a hotel to a 
warehouse to a self-stor-
age facility,” said Tobia. 
“We decided in the end 
that Redgate’s plan for a 
housing development with 
some retail space was the 
best option for us and the 
community.”

The Tobia Family 
teamed up with Redgate, 
a downtown developer, to 
build a residential com-
plex on the Bennington 
Street site.

One feature that Tobia 
hopes will spark commu-
nity support is the family’s 
plans to keep a lot of open 
space around the develop-
ment and enhance acces-
sibility to the Belle Isle 
Marsh behind the proper-
ty.

“My dad and I have en-
joyed having coffee and 
speaking with our neigh-
bors about the future. We 
have tried to listen and 
incorporate neighborhood 
suggestions such as in-
creased open space and 
retail opportunities in our 
proposal,” said Tobia. 

Community benefits 
listed in the DPIR in-
clude: More than 14% of 
the total approved units 
exceeding the City’s IDP 
standards, including 29 
units at 70% area medi-

an income (AMI) and 2 
units at 100% AMI; Con-
struction of approximately 
1,144 sq. ft. of retail space 
along Bennington Street; 
Planting of more than 35 
new shade and ornamental 
trees on and/or adjacent to 
the site to promote devel-
opment of new urban tree 
canopy to combat urban 
heat island effect, and to 
mitigate the impacts of 
climate change; as well 
as improving stormwater 
quality by capturing, treat-
ing, and infiltrating storm-
water runoff from the site 
and large portions of Aus-
tin Avenue, which under 
existing conditions runs 
off into Belle Isle Marsh 
uncontrolled and untreat-
ed.

Other highlights listed 
in the DPIR include:

Addition of appropri-
ate residential height and 
density near transit to 
support PLAN: East Bos-
ton’s goals. The project is 
adjacent to the accessible 
MBTA Orient Heights 
Station, which is serviced 
by the Blue Line subway 
and multiple bus routes.

Provide a higher pro-
portion of 2+ bedroom 
IDP units, meeting the 
needs of the area house-
holds and enabling more 
equitable access to hous-
ing options.

Provide 220 bicycle 
storage spaces for resi-
dents, located along an 
accessible route with di-
rect access to the building 
exterior and supply of 44 
publicly accessible short-
term bicycle storage spac-
es for visitors.

Supply of 31 EVSE 
(electric vehicle sup-
ply equipment)-installed 
parking spaces and 90 EV 
(electric vehicle)-ready 
parking spaces in compli-
ance with the City’s EV 
Readiness Policy for New 
Developments.

Installation of a sys-
tem capable of infiltrating 
groundwater at a volume 
equal to 1.25- inches of 
rainfall over the site. In-
corporation of green infra-
structure within the public 
realm, including tree pits, 
planters, and landscaped 
areas to contribute to 
stormwater absorption and 
groundwater attenuation.

Visit www.bostonplans.
org/projects/develop-
ment-projects/1141-ben-
nington-street for more 
information on the project, 
upcoming meetings and 
how to submit a public 
comment.

Staff Report

Mayor Michelle Wu 
announced that John Bor-
ders IV will serve as the 
new Director of Tourism, 
Sports and Entertainment 
for the City of Boston, a 
critical department within 
the Economic Opportuni-
ty and Inclusion Cabinet. 

Borders IV most re-
cently served as Princi-
pal of VTH & Madison, 
a consulting firm based 
in Boston, where he con-
centrated on implement-
ing strategies focused on 
the growth and expansion 
of businesses owned by 
people of color like start-
ups and celebrity boutique 
brands. Prior to his work 
at VTH & Madison, he 
served as an Account Ex-
ecutive at Everfi, a mis-
sion-driven company that 
addresses education ineq-
uities through data-driven 
software, and as Senior 
Manager of Community 
Engagement at the Boston 
Celtics. 

“Boston is a city for 
everyone, with some-
thing special for every 
resident and every visi-
tor to experience across 
our neighborhoods,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “As 
Boston continues to grow 

and welcome people from 
around the globe, we look 
to center and highlight the 
vibrancy of our communi-
ties even more. I’m grate-
ful to John for his com-
mitment to serving our 
city and look forward to 
his leadership in ensuring 
that Boston is a welcom-
ing and inclusive place for 
all."

“As Boston emerges 
from the pandemic, it is 
an exciting opportunity to 
bring residents and visi-
tors together,” said Segun 
Idowu, Chief of Economic 
Opportunity and Inclusion. 
“With a vision of revi-
talizing our communities 
and turning our neighbor-
hoods into destinations, I 
know that John, as a son of 

Boston, will enhance our 
standing on the local and 
global stage.”

In this role leading the 
Mayor’s Office of Tourism, 
Sports and Entertainment, 
Borders IV will help to 
advance the department’s 
new vision of creating a 
more welcoming City by 
proactively attracting the 
meetings, events, conven-
tions, and festivals that 
amplify Boston’s rich cul-
tural diversity and bring 
people together. This will 
be done through the plan-
ning, development, and 
implementation of special 
community-driven events 
and celebrations, and deep-
er collaboration with agen-
cies like Meet Boston, the 
Massachusetts Convention 
Center Authority, and the 
Greater Boston Chamber 
of Commerce. Additional-
ly, Borders IV will over-
see the process of film and 
TV production in the City, 
ensuring a broader under-
standing of the City's di-
versity is highlighted and 
that all neighborhoods are 
cast in a positive light. 

"What an opportunity to 
join the Administration in 
this role at such a critical 
time in the history of our 
city,” said John Borders 
IV, Director of Tourism, 

Sports, and Entertainment. 
“As the narrative of Boston 
continues to shift we get 
to shape the next chapter 
of what that means local-
ly, domestically, and inter-
nationally. I am excited to 
leverage Boston’s greatest 
resource - its people - to 
enhance the great work 
already being done by so 
many and to amplify what's 
to come. The possibilities 
are endless and the best of 
Boston’s communities will 
be showcased like never 
before.”

A son of the City, John 
Borders IV is a graduate 
of Morehouse College 
and proudly hails from 
Dorchester, MA. With a 
career focused on lever-
aging brands for impact, 
his skill sets have shown 
forth through focused work 
in the areas of corporate 
social responsibility, com-
munity engagement, re-
lationship management, 
and business development. 
Some of the organizations 
Borders IV has worked 
with include Goalsetter, 
Everfi, CUME, Morning 
Star Baptist Church, the 
Boston Celtics, as well as 
the Patrick administration 
for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

John Borders named Director of 
Tourism, Sports and Entertainment

John Matthew Borders IV, 
new Director of Tourism, 
Sports and Entertainment.

Mystic Valley Elder Ser-
vices (MVES) will present 
two FREE virtual work-
shop series in January and 
February 2023.

“Healthy Eating for Suc-
cessful Living” will be held 
on Tuesdays, January 31 to 
February 28 from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. Learn how to 
connect virtually through 
a Zoom platform and take 
this free class from the 
comfort of your home.

Throughout the series, 
you’ll learn more about 
how nutrition, physical ac-
tivity and lifestyle changes 
can promote better health. 
This virtual workshop se-
ries focuses on heart- and 
bone-healthy nutrition 
strategies to help maintain 
or improve wellness and 
prevent chronic disease de-
velopment or progression 
in older adults. Healthy 
Eating uses the USDA’s 
MyPlate as a framework.

“My Life; My Health,” 
a FREE virtual chronic 
disease self-management 
workshop series, will be 
held Monday, February 6 to 
March 20, from 10 a.m. to 

12 p.m. (No class on Feb. 
20.) Learn how to connect 
virtually through a Zoom 
platform and take this free 
class from the comfort of 
your home. You don’t want 
chronic disease, pain or 
discomfort to limit the ac-
tivities and life you enjoy.

The series is for any-
one living with an ongoing 
medical condition, such as 
arthritis, asthma, chronic 
back pain, chronic fatigue 
syndrome, cancer, COPD, 
diabetes, fibromyalgia, 
heart disease, high blood 
pressure, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, or stroke. Topics will 
include managing and con-
trolling pain, beginning 
(or improving) an exercise 
program, handling stress 
and learning to relax, in-
creasing energy, and eating 
for your health and wellbe-
ing.  

Class size is limited for 
both workshop series, so 
reserve your spot today. To 
register, or if you have any 
questions about the pro-
gram, contact Donna Cov-
elle at dcovelle@mves.org 
or call 781-388-4867.

MVES hosts free 
virtual health events

State Sen. Lydia Edwards.
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By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

We like good news but 
typically the news is not 
good. Too often no news 
is good news. In reality, 
no news is bad news for 
us all. 

There is lots of recent 
bad news.  A crazed gun-
man entered a dance hall 
in Monterey Park, Cali-
fornia killing 10 people 
and wounding many in-
nocent people.  A former 
employee walked into 
an Evansville, Indiana 
Walmart and shot an em-
ployee in the face in the 
store breakroom. The 
shooter was killed by lo-
cal police. A planned pro-
test in downtown Atlanta 
turned violent when pro-
testors damaged stores 
and burned a police car 
over the weekend.  

We did hear aston-
ishing good news from 
Monterey Park. Brandon 
Tsay confronted the gun-
man at a second location 
where he was about to 
enter and kill more peo-
ple. He heroically wres-
tled the gun away from 
the killer and pointed it at 
him causing the gunman 
to leave the scene. Only 
God knows how many 
lives Tsay saved. He is a 
true hero. 

News is always hap-
pening nationally, local-
ly and individually to us 
all.  We need the infor-
mation whether it’s good 
or bad. We need the na-
tional and regional news 
but the local news is up 
front and close to us. 

For example, all 
around us we are tar-
gets of scams, thieves 
and prowling bad peo-
ple. Americans were 
scammed to the tune 
5.8 billion dollars in 
2021. (Digital Guard-
ian).  We are never be-
yond being duped. To-
day, daily text messages, 
emails, phone calls and 
mail come to Americans 

phishing for a sucker who 
will buy the false story 
they are telling. They are 
good at what they do. 

My son was away in 
a foreign country when 
I was duped out of $350 
years ago. The caller was 
very professional sound-
ing and convincing. I be-
lieved that if I did not pay 
the money owed by my 
son it would negatively 
impact his career. This 
was at the beginning of 
the telephone scam in-
dustry and I paid him the 
money. Later I realized 
that I had been scammed. 

Years ago, a dear 
friend received a tele-
phone call from someone 
posing as an IRS agent. 
The scammer told the 
senior adult man that he 
owed $45,000 in back 
taxes for various reasons. 
The friend was about 90 
years old and living on 
a meager retirement in-
come. He didn’t realize 
he was being scammed, 
was overwhelmed with 
anxiety and killed him-
self. 

“At every level of life 
there is a new devil,” an 
old friend once said. At 
every stage of life there 
are new twists, turns and 
curves. We are never be-
yond being informed, 
learning and develop-
ing. Young people make 
mistakes but so do old 
people.  We often think 
we’ve lived long enough 
and know most every-
thing, but we don’t. Most 
of us have become more 
aware of this problem but 
crooks work at catching 
people off guard and are 
constantly developing 
new schemes. 

Today, we have search 
engines and are inundat-
ed with news and infor-
mation.  However, we 
don’t hear all the news 
nor do we know every-
thing we need to know 
when we need to know. 

Often, we learn the hard 
way.  This is why edu-
cation is expensive. Life 
experience education is 
often the most expensive 
and difficult of all learn-
ing processes. Even in 
life education we learn 
but we don’t always uti-
lize the life experience 
very much. Too often we 
repeat the same mistakes 
hoping for a different 
outcome. 

We can’t go wrong 
with good information. 
This is why you need 
the publication you are 
reading. Your local paper 
and online news sources 
are crucial to a commu-
nity’s health and overall 
well-being. Local news-
papers, blogs and on-
line sources tell what is 
happening in your local 

town and county. Sup-
port this news source 
with your subscription 
and advertising needs. 
County newspapers that 
have been around for 
years continue to close. 
Every week I receive no-
tification of a newspaper 
printing its final edition 
and that’s not good news. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publish-
ing imprints; a national 
columnist –  American 
Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, 
stories and features ap-
pear each week In over 
500 newspapers, web-
sites and blogs across the 
United States.

ForumEast Boston
T i m e s - F r e e  P r e s s

PRESIDENT: Stephen Quigley
PUBLISHER: Debra DiGregorio

EDITOR:: Cary Shuman 
PUBLISHER EMERITUS: John A. Torrone

Times-Free Press 
Directory

617-567-9600 • 781-485-0588 

President
Stephen Quigley

stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com
Advertising and Marketing

 Debra DiGregorio – deb@reverejournal.com
Assistant Marketing Director

Maureen DiBella – mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
Senior Sales Associates

Sioux Gerow – charlestownads@hotmail.com
Legal Advertising

Ellen Bertino
ebertino@eastietimes.com

Editorial
Reporters, Regular Contributors

Cary Shuman — cary@lynnjournal.com

Copy Editing, Layout
Scott Yates – scott@chelsearecord.com

Kane DiMasso-Scott – kdscott@thebostonsun.com
Business

Accounts Executive
Judy Russi

judy.russi@eastietimes.com
Printer

Gannet Publishing

THE MAURA HEALEY ERA 

HAS BEGUN!
Governor Maura Healey wasted little time since her in-

auguration a few weeks ago in setting the pace for what 
we’re sure will be an active -- and activist -- administration 
with her announcement last week that she will be filing 
her first two pieces of legislation, one of which is a $987 
million “immediate needs” bond bill targeting housing and 
economic development and another for an additional $400 
million for MassWorks that will make grants available to 
cities and towns for infrastructure projects. 

Governor Healey, who highlighted economic develop-
ment as a top priority during her campaign, said she filed 
the “immediate needs” bill “to ensure critical housing and 
economic development programs across the state can con-
tinue to serve people in Massachusetts without interrup-
tion.”

The $400 million for infrastructure will continue the 
funding stream for MassWorks, which was established in 
2010, that will ensure that this key program will create es-
sential infrastructure improvements in communities across 
our state,  

In our view, Governor Healey’s announcement rep-
resents a burst of energy that portends a refreshing change 
in the atmosphere on Beacon Hill.

To be sure, her predecessor, Charlie Baker, was the most 
popular governor in the country during his eight-year ten-
ure. But it was clear that after two exhausting terms in of-
fice, Baker’s enthusiasm for the job had waned -- which, 
by the way, is to be expected, especially after three years of 
battling a pandemic.

But beyond that, Healey represents a true changing of 
the guard in politics on Beacon Hill. For all of his pro-
gressive views, Charlie Baker was a straight, male Baby 
Boomer who, like all of us, was a product of his age and 
his times. There were some things he just could not ac-
cept, such as marijuana legalization and providing driver’s 
licenses for non-citizens, that showed that he was out-of-
step with the times.

By contrast, Maura Healey is a gay, female Gen Xer -- 
and accordingly will bring a perspective to the job of gov-
ernor that will be based on her personal experience.

(We also would note that both Baker and Healey are 
Harvard graduates where they both played basketball, but 
Healey was the captain and a star player, whereas Baker 
was...not so much.)

Yes, the times they are a changin’ -- and we’re looking 
forward to the Maura Healey era in Massachusetts.

JACINDA ARDERN:  

A TOTAL CLASS ACT
We wish to make note of the incredibly classy announce-

ment last week by New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern, who told her country that she will be stepping 
down from the post after almost six years in office.

Ms. Ardern took over the job at the age of 37, making 
her at the time the youngest head of state in the world. 

She admitted very forthrightly that she had “nothing left 
in the tank,” and that she was shifting her focus in life to 
her family (she has a four year-old daughter.)

Jacinda Ardern epitomized the term “political courage.”  
Her tenure will be remembered for her compassionate re-
sponse to a massacre in a mosque in the nation’s capital, 
Christchurch, and for her subsequent spearheading of a ban 
on assault weapons in that country. She also guided New 
Zealand through the worst of the COVID crisis with cour-
age, determination, and competency that saw New Zealand 
ultimately have one of the lowest COVID mortality rates 
in the world.

Ms. Ardern will be missed on the world stage. We can 
only hope that political leaders in our country might learn 
from her example.

EXTEND YOUR DRY  

JANUARY INTO FEBRUARY
Over the past few years, Dry January has become more 

and more popular. It is estimated that 15% of regular drink-
ers choose not to drink during the month as a means of 
detoxing their minds and bodies from the pernicious effects 
of alcohol.

Those who are nearing completion of their Dry January 
may want to consider a recent report from the Canadian 
Centre on Substance Use and Addiction which stated:

“Research shows that no amount or kind of alcohol is 
good for your health. It doesn’t matter what kind of alcohol 
it is — wine, beer, cider or spirits. Drinking alcohol, even a 
small amount, is damaging to everyone, regardless of age, 
sex, gender, ethnicity, tolerance for alcohol or lifestyle.”

The Canadian report confirms what scientific studies 
have been reporting for the past few years. The World 
Health Organization has labeled a Class 1 carcinogen, with 
even small amounts of alcohol linked to many cancers, par-
ticularly breast cancer in women.

Alcohol presently outranks drug abuse as a leading 
cause of death in our country, behind only heart disease 
and cancer. In addition, the direct cost to our health care 
system and the hidden toll on families and individuals from 
alcohol abuse far outweighs the damage to society caused 
by legal and illegal drugs.

If you’ve been able to complete a Dry January, then try 
to extend it for another month into a Dry February. Your 
mind and body will appreciate it.

Guest Op-ed

Monterey Park, Evansville shootings, Hero Brandon Tsay,    
We need the news, good and bad
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, JANUARY 26TH, THROUGH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 1ST 2023

Margherita Genoa Salami...............................$7.99/lb
Russer Canadian Maple Ham ........................$6.99/lb
Great Lakes Swiss Cheese ...........................$6.99/lb
Corner Shop Hickory Smoked Turkey Breast .....$7.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, January 27th through Sunday January 29th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Sweet & Delicious Mangoes .......................... 4/$5.00
Sweet & Juicy Honeydew ....................................$4.99 
Fresh Tropical Kiwi ..........................................2/$1.00
Natures Fines Red Bliss Potatoes  5 lb bag....$3.99 
Fresh Crisp Green Bell Peppers ....................$1.89/lb

Bakery

BAKERY
Our Own Bagels 4pk ........................................ $2.99
5" Carrot Cake ...................................................$6.99

DELI
Hans Kissle Cheese Tortellini Salad...........$7.99/lb
Hans Kissle Cranberry & 
Walnut Chicken Salad ............................... $13.99/lb

PRODUCE
All Purpose Yellow Onions 2lb Bag .....................99¢
Fresh & Tasty Bite Size 
Grape Tomatoes Pint Pkg ........................... 2/$3.00

MEAT
Family Pack Bone In Split Chicken Breast ... $1.69/lb
Philly Gourmet All Beef Patties 2lb pkg ...........$9.99
Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 21-25 ct  ............. $10.99

GROCERY
Best Yet Salted Butter ..............................2/$8.00
Cracker Barrel Cheese (ex. cracker cuts) .... 2/$5.00
Pepsi Cola 2 Liter ........................2/$4.00 plus deposit

Dere Street Scones  3 pk ...................................$4.99 
Blonde Brownies  4 pk .........................................$4.99 
8" Apple Crumb Pie ..............................................$6.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters .......................99¢/lb
Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops ................$1.99/lb
Bottom Round Steaks ................................. $4.99/lb

Boneless Center Cut Pork Roast ................$1.99/lb
Boneless Beef Bottom Round Roast ........ $4.99/lb
Sugardale Bacon ................................................ $4.99
Simply Potatoes-diced or hash browns .....2/$5.00
Tyson Frozen Chicken Nuggets .........................$5.99

Family Pack SpecialsBest Yet Flour  5 lb bag .................................. 2/$5.00
Tide Liquid Laundry Detergent  46 oz ...............$6.99 
Knorr Rice or Pasta Sides .............................. 4/$5.00
Classico Pasta Sauce ...................................... 2/$5.00
Green Giant Canned Vegetables  .................. 4/$5.00

(ex: 3 Bean Salad & Asparagus Spears)
Bumble Bee Chunk Light Canned Tuna ...........3/$5.00
Prince Pasta .......................................................3/$5.00

(ex: lasagna-jumbo shells-gluten free)
New England Bagged Coffee ................................$5.99 
Cap'n Crunch Cereal ..........................................2/$7.00
Eggo Waffles...................................................... 2/$5.00

(ex: thick & fluffy)
Best Yet Whipped Topping ............................. 4/$5.00
Pepperidge Farm Layer Cake ...............................$3.99 
Hood Cottage Cheese 16 oz .......................... 2/$5.00
Hood Sour Cream  16 oz .................................3/$5.00
Dannon Light & Fit Yogurt ............................ 10/$7.00

SportsSports
SCENES FROM EASTIE HIGH JETS BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM VS. CHARLESTOWN

Photos by Bob Marra

The Jets fought from 
behind all night and crept 
within 8 points late in the 
third quarter, but power-
ful Charlestown won their 
tenth straight with an 86-

67 win over East Boston 
Monday at East Boston 
High School.  Alex Franco 
led the Jets with 16 points, 
Isaiah Fisher had 15.  The 
loss evened the Jets record 
at 6-6

PICTURE PERFECT:  Leroy Martin (2) goes up for two points.

INSIDE FORCE:  Javon Wise Normil (33) makes a power 
move toward the basket.

ACCELERATION LANE:  Leroy Martin (2) steps into high 
speed as a drives past a Charlestown defender.

GROUND GAME:  Isaiah Fisher (13) and a Charlestown 
defender go to the floor chasing a loose ball.

ALL MINE:  Christian Sanders (30) hauls in a rebound.

ESCAPE ROUTE:  Angel Franco (1) races away from a pair of Charlestown defenders.

NO YOU DON’T: Draggo Tejeda Feliz (11) dribbles away 
from a steal attempt.

BASELINE MOVE:  Alex Franco holds off a Charlestown 
defender on the baseline.

WHERE TO?:  Robin Cartegena (22) looks for a way around a 
Charlestown defender
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Staff report

For parents seeking a 
well-rounded education 
that emphasizes good cit-
izenship and a devotion 
to God, in addition to a 
regular academic curric-
ulum, there are a number 
of Catholic School options 
for students in the Greater 
Boston area.

 Good Shepherd School 
is an independent, non-
profit Catholic preschool 
for children ages 2 to 5 
years old located at 20 
Winthrop St. in Charles-
town. The school, which 
was formed through the 
leadership of Father James 
Ronan Ph.D., Pastor of St. 
Mary-St Catherine of Sie-
na parish in Charlestown 
and a board of parents, cit-
izens, and friends, opened 
in October of 2009.

 “Good Shepherd School 
prepares its students for 
a life of joy by growing 
in the love of Jesus,” ac-
cording to the school’s 

mission statement on its 
website. “We seek to in-
tegrate this belief into all 
aspects of our educational 
programs.”

 Good Shephard School 
has a range of half day, 
“lunch brunch,” full day, 
and extended day options  
for Toddlers, Young Pre-
school, and Preschool. Fi-
nancial aid is available via 
the FACTS system.

 Visit gscharlestown.org 
or call 617-242-8800 for 
more information.

Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish School, locat-
ed at 127 Winthrop St. in 
Revere, is a co-ed Catho-
lic elementary school for 
pre-school through eighth 
grade, which has been ex-
toling the virtues of “tradi-
tion pride, and excellence” 
to its students since open-
ing in 1913. The school 
currently serves more than 
300 students in Grades 
3-8 from Revere and sur-
rounding communities.

“The mission of Im-

maculate Conception Par-
ish School is to prepare a 
culturally diverse student 
community to become re-
sponsible, well-rounded, 
faith-filled citizens by fo-
cusing on Catholic values 
and high academic stan-
dards,” according to the 
school’s website. “Our 
school celebrates its faith 
by practicing the ideals of 
peace, justice, and service 

to others, thereby witness-
ing to Christ's teachings.”

Total tuition and fees for 
Preschool (3-year-olds) 
and Pre-K (4-year-olds) 
is $7,315; total tuition and 
fees for Kindergarten is 
$6,315; and total tuition 
and fees for Grades 1-8 
are $6,015 for one child, 
$11,330 for two children,  
and $16,645 for three chil-
dren. Families who can 
provide the necessary fac-
tual documentation are el-
igible for financial aid.

 An Open House takes 
place on Wednesday, Feb. 
1, from 5:30 to 7 p.m., 
and on Thursday, Feb. 2, 
from 10 to 11 a.m., at the 
school.

 For more information 
on Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish School, call 
(617) 933-9230, email 
dtracy@icrevere.org, or 
visit ICRevere.org.

St Pius V School is a 
coed Catholic elementary 
school for pre-K through 
Grade 8 located at 28 
Bowler St. in Lynn. The 
Sisters of Saint Joseph 
founded St. Pius V School 
in cooperation with the 
Parish of St. Pius V l in 
1945. The school was ini-
tially based at a former 
public school building on 
Maple Street and served 
only two grades before 
relocating to its current 
Bowker Street home in 
1959 and expanded to 
serve pre-K to Grade 8.

“Education at St. Pius V 
School is a ‘Lived Experi-
ence’ and focuses on de-
veloping the whole child 
according to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ,” according to 
the school’s mission state-
ment on its website. “The 
school provides a unique, 
comprehensive, quality 
education with particular 
emphasis on Catholic val-
ues, fundamental skills, 
critical thinking, technolo-
gy, and the fine arts.”

St Pius V School has 
financial aid available via 
the FACTS system, but 
there is a $25 non-refund-
able processing fee for 
each application.

An Open House will 
take place on Sunday, Jan. 
29, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. at 
the school.

For more informa-
tion, visit stpiusvschool.
org, email info@stpiusv-
school.org, or call 781-
593-8292.

East Boston Cen-
tral Catholic School is a 
faith-based school serv-
ing Pre-K through Grade 
8 located at 69 London 
St. in East Boston. The 
school was established in 
September of 1974 as a 
multi-parish, collaborative 
elementary school serving 
Our Lady of the Assump-
tion, Our Lady of Mt. Car-
mel, Most Holy Redeemer 
and Sacred Heart Parishes.

“East Boston Central 
Catholic School is com-
mitted to strong basic 
skills development within 
a solid Christian Frame-
work,” according to the 
school’s mission state-
ment. “The curriculum at 
all times is geared to fos-
ter the growth of individ-
ual self-worth; to develop 
a love and commitment 
to our faith; to encourage 
knowledge and pride in 
one's heritage; to devel-
op an appreciation and 
respect for cultural diver-
sities; and to develop a 
commitment of service to 

others.”
Full-rate tuition for 

2023-2024 is  $6,200 for 
one child; $9,900 for two 
children  ($2,500 sav-
ings); $11,600 for three 
children ($7,000 savings); 
and $12,600 for four chil-
dren ($12,200 savings). 
Discounted tuition rates 
and financial aid are also 
available.

 Visit ebccs.org, call 
617-567-7456,  or email 
dgutierrez@ebccs.org for 
more information.

 St. John's Prep, an in-
clusive Catholic school 
for young men in Grades 
6 through 12 located at 72 
Spring St. in Danvers, was 
founded by the Xavierian 
brothers in 1907.

“Our rigorous academic 
and extensive co-curric-
ular program encourages 
students to develop their 
spiritual, intellectual, mor-
al, physical, and creative 
potential, and inspires 
them to honor the diver-
sity that enriches both our 
school community and the 
world beyond St. John's,” 
according to the school’s 
website. “We challenge 
our young men to grow in 
faith and wisdom, to pro-
mote human dignity, to 
act with compassion and 
integrity, to pursue justice 
and peace, and to live lives 
of service to society.”

The 2022-2023 tuition 
for Grades 6, 7, and 8 is 
$27,885, and the tuition 
for Grades 9 through 12 
is $29,150. Around 36 
percent of students re-
ceived needs-based tui-
tion assistance, while St. 
John’s meets 99 percent 
of families demonstrated 
need using the services of 
Blackbaud Financial Aid 
Management to process 
and determine need for all 
tuition assistance applica-
tions.

Visit stjohnsprep.org 
or call 978-774-1050 for 
more information on St. 
John’s Prep.

Students are all smiles during an outing at St. John's School in the North End.

Catholic Schools offer 
students more than 
just an education

 

 

EEaasstt  BBoossttoonn  
CCeennttrraall  CCaatthhoolliicc  SScchhooooll  

Rediscover Excellence 
69 London Street 

East Boston, MA 02128 
617-567-7456 

 
Pre-K through Grade 8 

Preparing students for our changing world  
 

Discover our: 
 

Faith-based Education 
Safe Environment 

Academic Excellence 
Vibrant Community 

Financial Accessibility 
 

Visit us at ebccs.org 

ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTON 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AT A GLANCE

Saint John Paul II said that "Community is at the 
heart of all Catholic education, not simply as a con-

cept to be taught, but as a reality to be lived." The 100 
schools in the Archdiocese are united in teaching our 

children our faith and in our efforts to provide our 
students with the best possible academic programs. We 
believe that Catholic education is the beginning of our 

students' journeys to college and to heaven.
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By Rebecca Griffin

Nestled in the heart of 
Boston’s historic North 
End, St. John School has 
educated children since 
1895.  Welcoming stu-
dents in PreKindergar-
ten Three through Grade 
Eight from over thirty five 
zip codes, we instill Cath-
olic values while focusing 
on Faith and academic ex-
cellence. 

In September 2020 
during the pandemic, St. 

John School remained 
open.  Every child contin-
ued to learn either in-per-
son or through remote 
learning.  We were able 
to remain open without 
closure throughout the 
past two years, while also 
continuing to focus on stu-
dents’ academic and spir-
itual growth because of 
the exceptional hard work 
of our entire community.  
Through diligent planning 
and execution, we kept 
our school healthy, safe, 

and open.  To be able to 
remain open, our ages did 
not mix, our families did 
not come into the build-
ing, and we did not gather 
as a community.  

This past Christmas 
Season, it was such a joy 
to bring everyone back to-
gether again as our greater 
St. John School Commu-
nity.  It was wonderful to 
celebrate through several 
school wide events:

Our Advent Angel 
initiative matched old-
er students with younger 
students to spend time to-
gether, share snack times, 
and to create a multi-week 
nativity craft.  Our very 
own art teacher, the amaz-
ing Mr. Barber drew our 
nativity scene that St. John 
School students added to 

each week of Advent.  At 
the conclusion of this ini-
tiative, our older Advent 
Angels accompanied our 
younger Advent Angels, 
and sat together at our 
whole school Christmas 
Mass at our beautiful Par-
ish Church, St. Leonard’s 
Church.  (St. Leonard’s 
Church is celebrating 150 
years this year, www.

saintleonardchurchbos-
ton.org/150thcelebration).  
It was wonderful to see 
friendships develop and 
flourish across grade lev-
els through this initiative. 

It is wonderful to be 
together again at St. John 
School!

Rebecca Griffin is Di-
rector of Advancement 

and Enrollment (bgrif-
fin@sjsne.com or 617-
227-3143) at St. John 
School in Boston, Massa-
chusetts, a PreKindergar-
ten Three through Grade 
Eight school serving 200 
students from over 35 zip 
codes.

Wonderful to be together again at St. John School!

First, Seventh and Eighth graders from St. John School at Quincy Market.  They are pictured on their walk to St. Anthony’s 
Franciscan Food Center to deliver fresh produce food donations and Christmas Cards that the students made.

PHOTO BY GEORGE MARTELL

Student hard at work at our in house Hydroponic Tower 
Garden.

Advent Angels from grades Kindergarten and Sixth Grade 
working together on their Nativity Scene crafts.

Contact Rebecca Griffin, bgriffin@sjsne.com to set up a tour

PreK3-8th Grade
9 Moon Street | Boston MA 02113 | 617-227-3143 | www.sjsne.com

128 years of value-centered learning 
in the heart of Boston's North End.

St. John School

CCOOMMEE  AANNDD  VVIISSIITT  UUSS!!

IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION 
PARISH SCHOOL

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
VISIT WWW.ICREVERE.ORG 

OR CALL 617-933-9230

A Preschool to Grade 8
Catholic School in Revere

New student 

registration for 

2023-2024 

begins on 

February 6th

127 WINTHROP AVENUE
REVERE, MA

Tradition Pride Excellence

National Catholic 
Schools Week is held for 
seven days, starting from 
the last Sunday in January. 
Aside from its promotion 
of education, it’s also a 
great opportunity to recog-
nize the value, principles, 
and contributions that the 
Catholic schools have re-
layed to the Church and 
every citizen for decades. 
Showcasing what makes 
Catholic schools the best 
for every parent, family, 
and child is the priority 
for conducting Catholic 
Schools Week.

What usually happens 
during National Catholic 
Schools Week is the ob-

servance of catholic mass-
es, assemblies, open hous-
es, seminars, and many 
other activities for every 
family, parishioner, and 
community member. The 
quality and distinction of 
Catholic schools can be 
seen through these, espe-
cially for the young, those 
who will attend and enter 
school. The theme and 
logo for National Catholic 
Schools Week for the year 
2022 is “Catholic Schools: 
Faith, Excellence, Ser-
vice.”

The first Catholic 
school that opened in the 
United State was called St. 
Mary’s School in Philadel-

phia, in 1783. After some 
time, the enthusiasm and 
curiosity for Catholic edu-
cation grew and the nation 
noticed a massive inflow 
of Catholics from all over 
the world. By the 1920s, 
more than 6,000 Cath-
olic elementary schools 
accepted and enrolled al-
most two million students 
and employed 42,000 
teachers. By the latter half 
of that century, enrollment 
grew, even more, reaching 
double the number of stu-
dents. Ever since Catholic 
schools have been widely 
perceived and established 
as a viable means of edu-
cation.

History of national
Catholic Schools Week

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION STUDENTS IN 
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Some students from the Immaculate Conception Eighth-Grade class, Mrs. Tracy, and par-
ent chaperons joined together with many others from the Archdiocese of Boston, travel-
ing to the annual March for Life in Washington, D.C previously. The trip included attending 
a Christian rock concert called "LifeFest," followed by adoration, Mass, and the March itself. 
It was a memorable experience for all. Students accompanying the Archdiocese this year 
will be leaving on Jan. 28 to participate in the March for Life in Washington, D.C.
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Special to the Times

An East Boston man 
who recently worked as 
a medical assistant at a 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital health center on 
Commonwealth Avenue 
in Boston was arraigned 
on a second case involv-
ing an indecent assault 
and battery on a patient, 
Suffolk District Attorney 
Kevin Hayden announced.

Damien Knighton, 39, 
was charged in Roxbury 
BMC with a single count 
of indecent assault and 
battery.  Judge Suzanne 
DelVecchio released 
Knighton on personal re-
cognizance and ordered 
no contact with the victim 
and no unsupervised ac-
cess to patients.  Knigh-
ton, who was arraigned 
last week on similar 
charges and ordered held 

in lieu of $5,000 bail, will 
return to court on Febru-
ary 23 on the new charge 
for a pre-trial hearing.

Hayden urged any pa-
tient who believes they 
may have been assault-
ed under similar circum-
stances to contact the 
Boston Police Department 
Sexual Assault Unit at 
617-343-4400.

“We’re asking anyone 
who may now realize that 

they were victimized in 
a similar manner by this 
individual to contact the 
police,” Hayden said. “We 
don’t know if there are 
additional victims, but if 
there are, we hope they 
come forward to provide 
information about what 
happened to them.”

The new charges stem 
from a January 12, 2023 
patient visit at the MGH 
Back Bay Health Center 
on Commonwealth Av-
enue.  The patient, who 
came forward to police 
after seeing news reports 
of Knighton’s arrest, said 
he was taken to an exam 
room where Knighton in-
structed him to remove 
his underwear in order to 
check his skin.  The pa-

tient said Knighton exam-
ined his genitals, then left 
the room.  After seeing his 
doctor, the patient, now 
dressed, was approached 
by Knighton, who asked if 
the doctor had performed 
a rectal exam.  The patient 
said no.  Knighton then 
led the patient back into an 
exam room and performed 
a rectal exam.

All charged individu-
als are presumed innocent 
until and unless proven 
guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt.

Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden’s 
office serves the commu-
nities of Boston, Chelsea, 
Revere, and Winthrop, 
Mass. The office handles 
over 20,000 cases a year. 

More than 160 attorneys 
in the office practice in 
nine district and munici-
pal courts, Suffolk Supe-
rior Court, the Massachu-
setts Appeals Court, the 
Supreme Judicial Court, 
and the Boston Juvenile 
Courts. The office em-
ploys some 300 people 
and offers a wide range of 
services and programs to 
serve anyone who comes 
in contact with the crim-
inal justice system. This 
office is committed to ed-
ucating the public about 
the services we provide, 
our commitment to crime 
prevention, and our dedi-
cation to keeping the res-
idents of Suffolk County 
safe.

Happy Valentine’s Day
Love 

Charlotte & Oliver

ALL VALENTINES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE EAST 
BOSTON TIMES FREE PRESS, REVERE JOURNAL, 

EVERETT INDEPENDENT, CHELSEA RECORD, 
WINTHROP SUN TRANSCRIPT, &

 CHARLESTOWN PATRIOT BRIDGE

  DEADLINE  DEADLINE: : 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD

Email or text to 
promo@reverejournal.com

(please be sure to include name and  
newspaper preference in emails)
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L o v e l i ne s !L o v e l i ne s !
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Combo Rates available!  
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lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com 
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INDEPENDENT
THE
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Call 781-485-0588 to get started!

The USS Constitution 
Museum, in partnership 
with the USS Constitu-
tion Model Shipwright 
Guild and the Sea-
farer’s Trust, proudly 
presents the 43rd annu-
al exhibit, Masters of 
Miniature: Ship Mod-
el Show, and the new 
companion photography 
show "Life At Sea 2022". 
The exhibits, opening 
on Saturday, January 28, 
showcase the intricate 
and spectacular hand-
crafted models from lo-
cal modelers alongside 
photography document-
ed by seafarers world-
wide, shining a light on 
the human side of the ex-
periences and challenges 
this essential workforce 
faces.

Ship modeling is an 
art as old as shipbuilding 
itself and one for which 
USS Constitution has 
been a favored sub-
ject. Model shipbuilding 
provides a glimpse into 
vessels' remarkable his-
tory and intentional de-
sign. The process reveals 
much about the original 
shipbuilder’s design, 
engineering, form, and 
functional considerations 
as they built a ship to ac-
complish a specific pur-
pose. This year’s Model 

Show showcase over 70 
exquisite, handcrafted 
models of all types cre-
ated by USS Constitution 
Model Shipwright Guild 
members across New En-
gland. From ninth-centu-
ry ships to pleasure craft 
of today and everything 
in between, the show in-
cludes vessels of many 
kinds made by skilled 
Modelers represent-
ing Master Craftsmen 
and a new generation of 
modelers. They will be 
available daily to answer 
questions and demon-
strate the craft of model 
building. Attendees can 
vote for their favorite 
model.

This year, the Museum 
also features a compan-
ion exhibit, ITF Seafar-
ers’ Trust LIFE AT SEA 
2022, to convey the hu-
man side of maritime 
life. Featuring submis-
sions to the ITF Seafar-
ers’ Trust photography 
competition, the images 
were taken by seafarers 
at work, communicating 
their unique perceptions 
and experiences while 
forging lives connected 
to ships and the sea. In 
contrast to the perfectly 
and intricately designed 
ship models, the emo-
tionally charged imagery 

conveys the challenges 
and incredible passion 
of people who work in 
various ways connect-
ed with the sea.  Robert 
Kiihne, Director of Ex-
hibits at the USS Consti-
tution Museum, explains, 
“These personal, moving 
images shine a light on 
the experiences of people 
who are often invisible 
to us; the seafaring men 
and women from around 
the world that make trade 
possible. By presenting 
their reality alongside the 
work of highly skilled 
Model shipwrights, we 
hope to explore the en-
gineering beauty of ships 
throughout history and 
the realities their human 
crews face daily.”

The Masters of Min-
iature and LIFE AT SEA 
2022 exhibits will run 
from January 28 through 
February 25, 2023. Both 
exhibits are open to all 
visitors during regular 
Museum hours, from 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. dai-
ly. Admission is by sug-
gested donation.

The Boston Marine 
Society sponsors Masters 
of Miniature.

The USS Constitution 
Model Shipwright Guild 
encourages the art of 

constructing model ships 
and supports research in 
nautical history through 
its monthly meetings, 
workshops, educational 
activities, and exhibits. 
Guild members maintain 
a working model shop 
at the USS Constitution 
Museum, with an exten-
sive library of modeling 
books and plans. For 
more information about 
model building: https://
www.usscmsg.org

The ITF Seafarers 
Trust is a UK charity es-
tablished in 1981, which 
funds programs that ad-
vance the well-being of 
maritime workers, sea-
farers, and their families. 
They are funded by the 

Trust’s own capital funds, 
and by the investment 
income of the Welfare 
Fund at the International 
Transport Workers Fed-
eration, a global federa-
tion of transport workers’ 
unions representing near-
ly 20 million members. 
For more information, 
visit https://www.seafar-
erstrust.org/.

 The USS Constitution 
Museum serves as the 
memory and education-
al voice of USS Con-
stitution by offering 
award-winning exhibits 
where all ages can have 
fun while learning and 
exploring history togeth-
er. The Museum’s mis-
sion is to engage visitors 
in the story of Consti-

tution to spark excite-
ment about maritime 
heritage, naval service, 
and the American expe-
rience. The Museum is 
open seven days a week 
with a pay-what-you-
wish admission policy, 
and the Virtual Museum 
is open 24/7. The USS 
Constitution Museum is 
a 2022 winner in USA 
Today’s 10Best Readers' 
Choice in the “Best His-
tory Museum” category 
and Boston Parents Pa-
per’s Family Favorites 
in the “Historic Sites & 
Tours” and “Museums & 
Attractions” categories. 
For more information, 
visit usscm.org.

Two new museum exhibits celebrate 
contrasting elements of maritime life

PHOTO BY ARVY VERDER, ITF SEAFARERS’ TRUST LIFE AT SEA PHOTO COMPETITION

: Arvy Verder’s “PATINTERO” is part of the “Life at Sea 2022” photo competition by the ITF 
Seafarers’ Trust on display at the USS Constitution Museum. The image captures crew on 
a vessel at anchor in China playing a traditional Filipino children’s game known as “block 
and catch” or “block the runner.”

New sex assault charges for former MGH medical assistant
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vided with a proper space 
for physical activity and 
supplement their regular 
“phys ed class”. My father 
was there to help guide 
students, right alongside 
the teachers and admin-
istrators of the school. 
Many of those students 
became members, as well 
as team members, for their 
first summer jobs at the 
gym. This original gym 
was later converted into 
my family’s first Planet 
Fitness in 2007, which be-

gan our journey with the 
Planet Fitness franchise.

Savio Preparatory High 
School has since closed, 
and the property has been 
repurposed as the Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club of East 
Boston. Over the years we 
have continued our rela-
tionship with the Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club, and 
our team just completed 
building a mini-Judge-
ment Free Zone gym at 
their location to help cul-
tivate the next judgement 

free generation. In con-
nection with this build, my 
family has decided to start 
the Stanley DeMartinis Sr. 
Scholarship Fund through 
the Salesian Boys & Girls 
Club of East Boston. In 
the true essence of my fa-
ther, this scholarship will 
be given out annually to 
Boys & Girls Club mem-
bers that exemplify my fa-
ther’s values of dedication 
to community, hard work, 
and generosity. We will be 
awarding scholarships to 

seniors that are moving on 
to further their education, 
in any form, to help defray 
the cost of education for 
them and their families.

Our family is so excit-
ed to start this new schol-
arship with the Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club, where, 
starting with my father, 
we have served the com-
munity for over 30 years! 
As a show of support and 
dedication to ensuring we 
can help as many students 
as possible, my family has 
funded an initial $100,000 
donation. We would be 
truly honored for any con-
tribution you are able to 
make towards this scholar-
ship that we hope, like my 
father’s legacy, will live 
on in perpetuity. If you 
feel so inclined to donate 
to the Stanley DeMartinis 
Sr. Scholarship Fund, you 
may do so online at https://
secure.donationpay.org/
salesianclub/demartinis.
php.

Thank you for your help 
and consideration,

SDM Jr. & The DeMar-
tinis Family

starting this year,” said 
Benitez.

Along with mattress-
es having a new disposal 
system, so do clothing and 
textiles. Accepted clothing 
and textiles can be left at 
designated drop-off boxes 
– East Boston’s is at 166 
London Street – or an ap-
pointment can be made for 
curbside pick-up.

To make an appoint-
ment and for more infor-
mation on this disposal 
system, residents can 
visit https://www.boston.
gov/departments/pub-
lic-works/recycling-cloth-
ing-and-textiles.

“We are really, real-
ly encouraging people to 
recycle textiles, so they 
don’t end up in landfills,” 
said Benitez.

As for other updates, 

the East Boston neighbor-
hood newsletter is return-
ing after a brief hiatus due 
to the lack of a communi-
cations person in office.

With a new Communi-
cation Chief Officer, the 
newsletter is slated to re-
turn this week; Benitez in-
dicated the release would 
probably happen by Fri-
day.

Not only will the news-
letter make a return with 
both an English and Span-
ish version, but it will 
also include a new sec-
tion called “Spotlights,” 
which, according to Beni-
tez, will probably start in 
the next two weeks.

“It’s [Spotlights] going 
to be a forum where res-
idents in the community 
can basically nominate 
businesses and neighbors 

for a special spotlight. We 
want to have people in-
volved in letting us know 
what they like about the 
residents and the many, 
many amazing businesses 
we have in the area,” said 
Benitez.

To subscribe to the 
newsletter, visit https://
newsletters.boston.gov/
subscribe.

Finally, as winter con-
tinues and with the recent 
snow, Benitez reminded 
residents to use 311 for 
non-emergency issues 
during storms and to re-
port things like fire hy-
drants or handicap ramps 
covered in snow.

“The city is also re-
questing that residents 
wait for three hours after 
the snowfall before you 
call 311. As you can imag-

ine, our lines often get tied 
up with the increase of 
calls from residents,” said 
Benitez.

“So if you have any 
trouble getting in contact 
with one of our live team 
members, we encourage 
you to download the 311 
app on your smartphone.”

Upon completing her 
updates, Benitez men-
tioned ways to get in touch 
with her in person to speak 
about issues or concerns, 
such as her coffee Fridays.

“If you want to meet up 
in person and have a cof-
fee and talk about issues, I 
am more than happy to do 
so,” said Benitez.

Benitez can also be 
reached via email at na-
thalia.benitezperez@bos-
ton.gov.

GSCA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scholarship // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Catherine (Price) 
Pagliarulo of Saugus, 
formerly of East Boston, 
passed away peacefully 
on January 21 at 83 years 
of age. 

Catherine worked for 
over 25 years for AARP as 
well as being a resident of 
the Cheverus senior hous-
ing.

The beloved wife of the 
late John Pagliarulo, she 
was the devoted mother 
of John Pagliarulo and 
his wife, Lucia and Susan 
Wesley of Saugus, dear 
sister of the late Helen El-
lis and loving grandmother 
of John Logan Pagliarulo. 

Family and friends are 

respectfully invited to at-
tend a Memorial Mass in 
celebration of Catherine’s 
life on Saturday, Janu-
ary 28 at Saint Joseph 
- Saint Lazarus Church, 
Ashley Street, East Boston 
at 10 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be 
made to MSPCA, Attn: 
Donations, 350 South 
Huntington Avenue, Bos-
ton MA 02130. 

Funeral service under 
the direction of Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home 
East Boston, 617-569-
0990. www.ruggieromh.
com.

Earl Russell Fisher, 82, 
a lifelong resident of Re-
vere, passed away peace-
fully at home surrounded 
by his loving family on 
January 23.

Earl graduated from 
Everett Vocational School 
in 1958. He worked for 
Houghton Mifflin Pub-
lishing Company and was 
also employed by General 
Electric for many years. 
He was a skilled mechanic 
and owner of several gas 
stations and also worked 
for Gem Auto Parts for 35 
years. He was a veteran 
of the Air National Guard 
and trained at Lakeland 
Air Force Base.

He was pre-deceased 
by his parents, Robert and 
Sarah (Chemin) Fisher. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Madeline (Lombardi) 
Fisher. He was the loving 
father of two daughters, 
Lisa Bain and Barbara 
Fisher,; loving grandfa-
ther of Gabrielle and great 
grandfather of Ronnie. 
He is also survived by his 
sister, Nancy Fisher and 
brother, Kenneth Fisher 
and by many friends, niec-

es and nephews.
Earl was a kind, won-

derful man who worked 
very hard his entire life 
and took exceptional care 
of his family. He will be 
remembered and missed 
by all who knew him.

Funeral services will 
be held at Torf Funeral 
Service, Chelsea on Fri-
day, January 27 at 10 a.m. 
Memorial remembranc-
es may be donated to the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.

Catherine Pagliarulo
Worked for over 25 years for AARP

Earl Russell Fisher
Of Revere

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

“A tired dog is a good 
dog” is an old saying with 
a ring of truth to anyone 
who has lived with an en-
ergetic dog during a bliz-
zard. Keeping your pup 
physically fit, socialized, 
and well-behaved requires 
a winter workout plan. 

Add Fun to Winter 
Walks

One way to achieve the 
goal of keeping your dog 
socialized in winter is to 
make walk dates with 
friends. It’s far too easy to 
turn around a head home 
on a clear cold day when 
it is just you and your pup 
making the decision. If 
you’re meeting up with 
someone, you are more 
likely to walk longer. 

Winter offers opportu-
nities for burning calories 
and creating a tired dog. 
We remember a Husky 
in our neighborhood who 
loved catching and chas-
ing snowballs. Our Westie 
Poppy loves running in 
the snow; the deeper, the 
better. We know this activ-
ity will tire her out quicker 
than walking on a shov-
eled sidewalk.

Of course, your dog 
has a place in deciding 
how long you are out in 
the cold and how far you 
walk. You must watch for 
signs that your dog has or 
will have had enough by 

the time you reach home. 
Age, size, type of coat, 
and health issues all come 
into play. If your dog has 
joint, back, heart, or other 
medical problems, out-
door exercise should be 
within your vet-recom-
mended guidelines for this 
type of activity.

Winter Warm-Up Spots
You can extend your 

walks by planning a stop 
where you and your dog 
can shelter and warm up. 
For example, stop into a 
favorite, pet-friendly spot. 
Great pet supply shops 
around the area mean hav-
ing places that your dog 
will try to visit each time 
you are nearby. You can 
pick up a bag of treats or 
a new toy on a day when 
being inside is a welcome 
respite. 

Public transit can offer 
a two-way solution. If the 
weather takes a turn for 
the worse (or you think 
your dog has had enough), 
you can go to the nearest 
transit option. The MBTA 
allows companion ani-
mals on their vehicles at 
the drivers’ discretion. 
The stations themselves 
are pet-friendly, and while 
they may not be toasty 
warm in winter, they can 
shelter you from the wind, 
snow, and rain. 

Pick a dog-friendly 
shop or transit station as 
the distant point of your 

walk on a cold day. For 
example, if you walk from 
Beacon Hill to South Sta-
tion, you can stop for a 
cup of hot chocolate, give 
your pup water and a treat, 
warm up, and either take 
the MBTA or walk home 
– once your toes have 
thawed.

Train Away a Problem
This winter, we’re 

working on our dog’s 
barking problem. Pop-
py thinks it’s her place to 
bark anytime she hears a 
bark, sees an animal on 
TV or a computer screen, 
or hears a child screech in 
our building. We disagree 
and aim to teach her to 
come to us, lie down or 
go to her designated quiet 
spot. Poppy is food mo-
tivated and tends to gain 
weight in winter, so we’ve 
stocked up on training 
treats she loves, which are 
only two calories each. 

One or more of these 
solutions might fit into 
your winter workout plan. 
Think about the friends 
you might walk with, the 
places you might warm 
up, and what problem you 
might solve with a winter 
of training sessions. 

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

CITY PAWS

A tired dog...

 We’re teaching Poppy to go to her quiet spot and calm down instead of barking as a win-
ter training exercise.

In Loving Memory Of

Maria Mangini
17th Anniversary

January 25, 2006-January 25, 2023

Mom its been 17 years but it seems  
like forever.

We miss your loving smile. May God keep 
you close to His heart as you are to ours.

We love and miss you…
Your Loving Family

Irene, Jerry, Kathy, Sheri & Staci
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Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

Personal Care Atten-
dant EVERETT - Personal 
Care attendant needed. 5 
shifts available are: 3-7pm. 

Fri-Sat-Sun, and 8am-2pm 
Sat & Sun . Please call 
Susan 617-389-6190                                                                 
1/18                                                                           

HELP WANTED - PCA

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SO
LD

SUN TRANSCRIPT

Firs
t in Sail

East Boston
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Home To The Je
t

DELI HELP WANTED
MUST BE OVER 18 YEARS OLD
MUST BE FLEXIBLE WITH HOURS

DAYS-EVENING-WEEKENDS

MORNING CASHIER
NEEDED

PLEASE CALL MARC 
OR CHRIS 617-846-6880

REVERE - Broadway Office 
Space, 2nd floor. $500 
includes utilities and 

parking.
781-864-9958
1/31

2 Bdrm Revere Beach Blvd
Ocean View
Heat & Hot Water incl. 
Parking Space, section 8 

accepted,Available Now. 
$2500. Call 781-558-8640 
leave message. 1/11-2/7 

OFFICE SPACE

APT FOR RENT ------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call 
our classified department. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the ad to 
781-485-1403

For Advertising 
Rates, Call 617-884-2416

Special to the Journal

Deep in the pandemic, 
when the concert halls 
were shuttered, the Bos-
ton Festival Orchestra 
now and then used the 
Boston Athenæum as a 
practice space, and their 
music filled the building.  
A friendship began, and 
from that, an artistic col-
laboration.

Now, in an innovative 
multidisciplinary artistic 
collaboration, the Bos-
ton Festival Orchestra 
(BFO) and the Boston 
Athenaeum have formed 
a partnership to reflect on 
special Athenaeum exhi-
bitions through the lens 
of chamber music.

With three 2023 cham-
ber music concerts in 
the intimate setting of 
the Athenaeum’s Henry 
Long Room, the BFO 
will perform compelling 
and relevant repertoire 
that blends the familiar 
with the unknown, ac-
cording to BFO conduc-
tor Alyssa Wang.  “The 
concerts will span many 
time periods, cultures and 
mediums, prodding us 

to ask questions such as: 
Who is art for? In what 
ways can we use art to 
connect with our heri-
tage? In what ways can 
we use art to reconcile 
with the past?” she said.

Each chamber music 
concert will reflect on a 
specific Athenaeum exhi-
bition:

• February 9 - Mate-
rialia Lumina, the BFO 
pairs new and old works 
of classical music with 
stunning selections of art-
ists’ books showcased in 
the Athenaeum’s current 
gallery exhibition, Mate-
rialia Lumina / Luminous 
Books. 

• April 8 - Performing 
previously hidden and 
game-changing voices in 
classical music, the BFO 
reflects on the ramifica-
tions of an exclusionary 
past and reconsiders the 
constructs of race, gen-
der, and class. The music 
is inspired by Re-Read-
ing Special Collections, a 
new Athenaeum initiative 
to reinterpret and recon-
textualize works of art 
from its permanent col-
lection.

• June 22 - A Place I 
Never Knew explores a 
series of photographs by 
local photographer Tira 
Khan., The BFO will use 
music to reflect bridges 
among Khan’s Indian, 
American, British heri-
tages.

Departing from tra-
dition, the concerts will 
include opportunities for 
audience participation. 
Concert-goers will be 
able to walk through the 
featured exhibits and con-
verse with artists during 
the receptions following 
the concerts.

“For many audience 
members, these events 
may serve as the first in-
troduction to the Boston 
Athenaeum or the Boston 
Festival Orchestra,” said 
Boston Athenaeum direc-
tor Leah Rosovsky. “We 
hope that by mixing com-
munities we strengthen 
the entire arts and culture 
community of Greater 
Boston.”

 
Concert Schedule

All three concerts are 
in the Henry Long Room 
at the Boston Athenaeum, 

10 ½ Beacon St., Boston.
• Thursday February 9 

at 6 p.m.
• Saturday April 8 at 3 

p.m.
• Thursday June 22 at 

6 p.m.
The concerts are free 

to BFO subscribers, Ath-
enaeum members and the 
general public, but reg-
istration is required at:   
bostonathenaeum.org/
events

The Boston Festival 
Orchestra, founded in 
2019, brings the highest 
caliber of artistic perfor-
mance to the Greater Bos-
ton community through 
its Summer Stage, Cham-
ber Series, and partner-
ships with local nonprof-
its. By employing local 
professional musicians, 
presenting creative and 
relevant programming, 
and engaging with the 
community through edu-
cation and outreach pro-
grams, the BFO fosters a 
welcoming and inclusive 
environment that enrich-
es the culture of the city. 
Since its inaugural sea-
son in 2021 - when they 
became Boston's first or-

chestra to perform live 
concerts since the start of 
the pandemic - the BFO 
has grown to become one 
of Boston's celebrated 
music institutions, rede-
fining young leadership 
in classical music and 
what it means to make 
music today.

Founded in 1807, the 
Boston Athenaeum is a 
unique combination of 
library, museum and cul-
tural center. The Athenae-
um's present home at 10 
½ Beacon St., designed 
by Edward Clarke Cabot, 
opened in 1849 and was 
named a National His-
toric Landmark in 1965. 
One of the country's 
oldest and most distin-
guished independent li-
braries, the Athenaeum's 
circulating collection in-

cludes over half a million 
books, from works pub-
lished in the 1800s to the 
latest best sellers. Spe-
cial collections include 
active research holdings 
of 100,000 rare books, 
maps and manuscripts, 
and 100,000 works of art, 
from paintings and sculp-
ture to prints and photo-
graphs. Members, visitors 
and the community enjoy 
a year- round calendar 
of cultural programs - - 
book talks, exhibitions, 
concerts, speakers, so-
cial gatherings and other 
opportunities for con-
nection. The Athenaeum 
is a member-supported 
not-for-profit institution 
that everyone is invited to 
join.   Bostonathenaeum.
org

Boston Festival Orchestra and Boston Athenaeum to offer unique chamber music series

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
(DPH) has extended its 
$75 gift card offer through 
March 31 for Massachu-
setts residents who get a 
COVID-19 vaccination 
or booster at participating 
“Get Boosted” vaccination 
clinics in Chelsea, Everett 
and Revere. The clinics 
offer first and second dos-
es of the vaccine as well 
as the updated bivalent 
COVID-19 booster, which 
is approved for everyone 
ages six months and older.

Staying up to date on 
vaccines, including boost-
ers, is the most effective 
way to prevent serious 
illness from COVID-19.  
Commonwealth resi-
dents who get vaccinat-
ed or boosted against 
COVID-19 at any of the 
designated clinics can re-

ceive a $75 gift card to a 
local retailer for each dose 
administered, while sup-
plies last.

DPH is working with 
local partners to make the 
COVID shots accessible 
to as many people as pos-
sible.

• In Chelsea, clinics are 
currently scheduled at the 
Senior Center, 10 Riley 
Way, every Saturday and 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. through Feb. 26;

• In Everett, clinics are 
currently scheduled on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays 
at Eliot Family Resource 
Center (times vary), and on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Pope John High 
School through March;

• In Revere, clinics are 
currently scheduled at 
Women Encouraging Em-
powerment, 50 Walnut 

Ave., on Tuesdays Jan. 24 
and Jan. 31 from 3 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m.

To find a clinic offer-
ing the $75 gift card near 
you, go to Mass.gov/Get-
Boosted.  No ID or proof 
of health insurance is re-
quired.

In October 2022, DPH 
launched the Get Boost-
ed campaign as part of 
its Vaccine Equity Initia-
tive to increase vaccina-
tion rates, with a focus on 
boosters. Massachusetts 
is a national leader in 
COVID-19 vaccination; 
according to the CDC, 
93% of the state’s popula-
tion age 6 months and old-
er has received at least one 
dose, compared with 81% 
nationally. Some 64% of 
fully vaccinated individu-
als in Massachusetts have 
had a booster. 

“We’d like to see as 
many people vaccinat-
ed as possible, so we are 
offering these communi-
ty-based COVID vaccina-
tion clinics – including a 
$75 gift card incentive at 
select locations – to make 
it easier for people to pro-
tect themselves and those 
around them,” said Mas-
sachusetts Public Health 
Commissioner Margret 
Cooke.  “These boosters 
provide the best protection 
against the Omicron sub-
variants, which are cur-
rently the most prevalent 
strains of COVID-19 in 
Massachusetts. The vac-
cine and boosters are prov-
en to be safe and effective 
for adults and children. 
If you’ve been thinking 
about getting the vaccine, 
now is the time.”

Kick off the New Year with an updated 
COVID-19 booster and $75 gift card

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU23P0054EA

Estate of:
Stanley W.
Buonagurio

Date of Death:
08/23/2022

To all interest persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Juliet G. Bettano 
of Winthrop, MA request-
ing that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Juliet G. Bettano of 
Winthrop, MA be appoint-
ed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
02/21/2023.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 
action may be taken 

without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
ad ministration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 10, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

1/25/23
EB

LEGAL NOTICE

DO YOU NEED TO RUN A 
LEGAL NOTICE? 

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE 
COURTS TO SEE IF YOU 

QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER

NOTICE OF TIER II CLASSIFICATION
 

143 ADDISON STREET
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02128

RELEASE TRACKING NUMBER 3-37236
Pursuant to the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310 CMR 

40.0480), an Initial Site Investigation has been performed at 
the above referenced location.  A release of oil and/or hazard-
ous materials has occurred at this location which is a disposal 
site (defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, Section 2).  This site has been clas-
sified as Tier II, pursuant to 310 CMR 40.0500.  Response actions 
at this site will be conducted by East Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center Corporation, who has employed Nangle Consult-
ing Associates, Inc. to manage response actions in accordance 
with the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310 CMR 40.000).

 
M.G.L. c. 21E and the Massachusetts Contingency Plan 

provide additional opportunities for public notice of and in-
volvement in decisions regarding response actions at dispos-
al sites:  1) The Chief Municipal Official and Board of Health of 
the community in which the site is located will be notified of 
major milestones and events, pursuant to 310 CMR 40.1403; 
and 2) Upon receipt of a petition from ten or more residents 
of the municipality in which the disposal site is located, or of a 
municipality potentially affected by a disposal site, a plan for 
involving the public in decisions regarding response actions at 
the site will be prepared and implemented, pursuant to 310 CMR 
40.1405.

 
To obtain more information on this disposal site and the 

opportunities for public involvement during its remediation, 
please contact James P. Parker, L.S.P., 45 Dan Road, Suite 115, 
Canton, Massachusetts 02021 at 781-821-0521.
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KEEPING 
HOUSING UNITS 
AFFORDABLE

CHELSEA - Chelsea 
has one of the highest 
percentages of affordable 
housing units in the state, 
but one City Councilor 
wants to ensure that hous-
ing remains truly afford-
able for Chelsea residents.

District 6 Councilor 
Giovanni Recupero re-
cently requested an update 
on the number of afford-
able housing units in the 
city.

At a recent council 
meeting, outgoing City 
Manager Thomas Am-
brosino provided an up-
date with the latest subsi-
dized housing inventory 
prepared by the state’s De-
partment of Housing and 
Community Development 
(DHCD) in April of 2022.

“It provides a break-
down of each building 
with affordable units in the 
city,” stated Ambrosino. 
“The DHCD recognized 
2,416 subsidized units, or 
19.19 percent of our total 
housing inventory.”

However, Ambrosino 
said there are several ca-
veats with that figure.

“The city has notified 
DHCD that a handful of 
subsidized units are miss-
ing from this inventory,” 
stated Ambrosino. “Fur-
ther, and more important-
ly, this inventory is based 
on housing statistics from 
the 2010 census. DHCD 
does not anticipate up-
dating this inventory with 
more recent numbers from 
the 2020 census until mid-
2023, so this inventory 
and the percentage num-
bers are a little mislead-
ing.”

Ambrosino also ad-
dressed Recupero’s ques-
tions about the number 
of units occupied by resi-
dents who already lived in 
Chelsea.

“Unfortunately, it is im-
possible to determine how 
many residents residing in 
these units were previous 
Chelsea residents before 
occupying these subsi-
dized units,” stated Am-
brosino. “You should note 
that the city does encour-
age all developers of new 
affordable units to provide 
a preference for existing 
Chelsea residents for the 
maximum allowed by fed-
eral housing laws.”

Recupero said afford-
able housing is an import-
ant issue and a big need in 
the city.

“I wish there was more 
affordable housing, but 
actually for the people of 
Chelsea to be able to af-
ford it,” said Recupero.

He said that oftentimes, 
the developers of the af-
fordable units get a tax 

break for those affordable 
units, and that the price of 
the market rate apartments 
are driven up and aren’t 
affordable for Chelsea res-
idents.

“You build 70 units, and 
10 out of those 70 units 
are affordable, and seven 
go to Chelsea people, so 
all the other units are not 
affordable for Chelsea 
people,” he said.

Recupero said he would 
like to see the next major 
building development in 
Chelsea consist of 100 
percent affordable units 
and for the city to contin-
ue to advocate for afford-
able units for Chelsea res-
idents.

District 1 Councilor 
Todd Taylor questioned 
the numbers used by Am-
brosino from the state.

“I believe the state put 
out numbers in 2014,” 
said Taylor. “These num-
bers are fairly antiquated 
and I didn’t realize we had 
to go back to 2010. I be-
lieve there are state num-
bers from 2014 and they 
have a higher percentage 
of affordable housing than 
19 percent, I believe it is 
21 or 22 percent.”

Ambrosino noted that 
the information from 
DHCD was from April of 
last year, even though the 
statistics relied on 2010 
census data.

“The total housing unit 
number that is the denom-
inator is based on the 2010 
census,” said Ambrosino. 
“They will change it even-
tually based on the hous-
ing statistics from the 2020 
census. As soon as they 
change that denominator, 
I expect our percentage, 
even with additional units, 
will drop from 19 percent.

“We will still be far and 
away one of the communi-
ties in the commonwealth 
with the most affordable 
housing, but we could be 
in the 17 percent range.”

ATHLETES 
NAMED AS ALL 
SCHOLASTIC 

EVERETT - Everett 
High School senior quar-
terback Karmarri Ellerbe 
and junior wide receiver 
and safety Christian Zam-
or were named All-Scho-
lastic by the Boston news-
papers.

Ellerbe was selected 
to the Boston Globe and 
Boston Herald Football 
Teams. Zamor was se-
lected as a Boston Herald 
All-Scholastic.

Both players made ma-
jor contributions to Coach 
Rob DiLoreto’s 2022 team 
that captured the Greater 
Boston League title and 
advanced to the quarterfi-
nals of the Division 1 state 
playoffs.

Ellerbe, who was vot-
ed the Greater Boston 
League’s most valuable 
player, led Everett to a 
17-3 record in his two sea-
sons as Everett’s starting 
quarterback. He rushed 
for 888 yards, passed for 
750 yards,  and scored 10 
touchdowns this season. 
He had 19 career touch-
down passes.

The 6-foot, 225-pound-
er averaged close to 10 
yards per carry during his 
two-year reign at the helm 
of the Everett offense. 
Ellerbe is considering 
prep school or a four-year 
college for the next chap-
ter in his football career.

Zamor became one of 
the leaders of the Everett 
defense this season. “In 
many ways, he is clearly 
a Division 1 college-lev-
el player on the defen-
sive side of the ball,” said 
Coach Rob DiLoreto.“He 
made a lot of our coverage 
calls. He really understood 
what we were trying to 
do schematically on de-
fense.”

Zamor has received an 
offer from Boston College 
and will join the Division 
1 program in Chestnut 
Hill following his gradua-
tion from Everett High in 
2024. His older brother, 
Ish Zamor, is a wide re-
ceiver for the Eagles.

Everett’s non-league 
opponents set

Everett High will play 
Xaverian High School in 
its non-league opener to 
the 2023 season. In Week 
4, Everett will host Boston 
College High School.

The Crimson Tide have 
not been able to find an 
opponent for their Thanks-
giving game.

Likely completes 
successful NFL rookie 

season
Former EHS football 

star Isaiah Likely com-
pleted a successful in-
augural season for the 
Baltimore Ravens in the 
National Football League 
with an appearance in the 
Wild Card game against 
the Cincinnati Bengals 
Saturday. The Bengals 
prevailed, 24-17, over 
their AFC North division-
al rival. The Ravens were 
without their No. 1 quar-
terback Lamar Jackson for 
the game.

Likely, a 6-foot-4-inch, 
235-pound tight end, 
had 36 pass receptions 
for 373 yards for a 10.4 
yards-per-reception av-
erage. He scored three 
touchdowns and emerged 
as a strong blocker and de-
pendable pass receiver for 
the Ravens.

 
Mike Sainristil will 
return to Michigan

Everett’s Mike Sainris-
til has announced online 
that he will return for an-
other season in the Uni-
versity of Michigan foot-
ball program. Sainristil 
was a starting defensive 
back for the Wolverines 
who finished the regular 
season undefeated and 
won the Big-10 champi-
onship game before fall-
ing to TCU, 51-45, in the 
national semifinals in the 
Fiesta Bowl.

Sainristil had consid-
ered making himself eli-
gible for this year’s NFL 
Draft, but he opted to 
return to Coach Jim Har-
baugh’s surging program 
that has qualified for the 
College Football Playoffs 
the past two seasons.

Sainristil moved from 
wide receiver to defen-
sive back at the start of the 
2022 season.

COUNCILLORS 
LOOK TO 
OPEN BETTER 
COMMUNICATION 
WITH MAYOR

REVERE - Some City 
Councillors want to see 
better communication be-
tween the council and the 
mayor’s office.

For his part, Mayor 
Brian Arrigo said he has 
an open door policy, and 

councilors are free to con-
tact him whenever they 
need an update on the sta-
tus of a motion or request.

Ward 3 Councillor An-
thony Cogliandro filed 
a motion at last week’s 
meeting requesting the 
mayor establish lines of 
communication with the 
council regarding motions 
that have been approved 
and signed by the mayor.

Cogliandro noted that 
he recently spoke with 
mayoral aide Gianni Hill 
and that he appreciated 
that Hill, who started with 
the mayor’s office in the 
summer, has been an ef-
fective line of communi-
cation between the admin-
istration and the council.

“I’d like to see that con-
tinue, as we are really the 
link between the people 
and city services and the 
administration,” said Cog-
liandro.

Councillor-at-Large 
(and former mayor) Dan 
Rizzo said he would like 
to see a more formal meth-
od of communication be-
tween the council and the 
mayor’s office.

He noted that mayoral 
responses to the council 
motions used to be includ-
ed in the council packets, 
or there would at least be 
a direct email response to 
councillors requests.

“I think that would be 
helpful, instead of it going 
off into oblivion so that 
we know that this is being 
acted on,” said Rizzo. 

Rizzo said there are 
several motions he’s put in 
that he’s never heard back 
about, and that it can be 
frustrating because those 
motions are often put in at 
the request of constituents.

Ward 6 Councillor 
Richard Serino said there 
have been motions he has 
made that ultimately he 
hasn’t heard back on, in-
cluding a motion for the 
city to ask MassDOT to 
change the traffic light 
configuration at the old 
cinema intersection.

“I went back into the 
records, and the mayor’s 
office did send a letter 
(to MassDOT), but then 
I ended up reaching out 
and I talked to somebody 
at the Arlington office at 
MassDOT, and he said 
that never trickled down 
to them, and that if we sent 
a letter to the secretary, it 
didn’t always trickle down 
to them,” said Serino. “So 
there was no follow up, 
and there was no follow 
up on my end either, may-
be I should have, but it 
would be nice if we could 
have some collaboration 
with motions like that and 
in general.”
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HONORED BY 
THE PEOPLE’S A.M.E. CHURCH AND THE 

CHELSEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Monday January 16 was celebrated as Dr Martin Luther King Jr. Day, a national holiday. 
King is best remembered for his nationwide peaceful protests and marches, bringing racial 
injustice to the forefront of America. Dr. King was a prominent civil rights leader and an 
outstanding orator. King’s “I Have A Dream Speech,” that was delivered in Washington, D.C. 
on Aug. 28, 1963, is regarded as one of the greatest speeches in the nation’s history.
Shown above, Senator DiDomenico presents Christina Griswold her certificate for her 
award-winning drawing themed with the celebration of MLK Day.
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 Special to the Times

Calling all young ac-
tors! This spring, Apol-
linaire Play Lab is offer-
ing two Play Production 
classes, one for ages 6-9 
and one for ages 10-14. 
Instructor Audrey Johnson 
will be directing the two 
youth shows. Ms. Johnson 
is a dancer, actor, and cho-
reographer with a diverse 
teaching background, 
including working with 
Music Theatre Philly and 
Susan Yadamec Dance 
Company. This spring she 
will also be choreograph-
ing and starring in Apolli-
naire Theatre's production 
of Dance Nation.

Ms. Johnson’s passion 
for performing began at 
a young age, watching 
Dancing with the Stars 
with her grandparents 
and trying to imitate the 
moves she saw. Soon af-
ter, her mother took her to 
a high school production 
of Hello Dolly. “I loved 

the feeling of sitting with 
everyone. To me, it was 
Broadway.” She went on 
to earn a B.F.A. in Musi-
cal Theater from the Uni-
versity of the Arts, and is 
now earning her M.A. in 
Theatre Education at Em-
erson College. She is also 
the recipient of the West-
moreland Cultural Trust 
Achievement in the Arts 
Award for Theater Perfor-
mance.

The Play Production 
classes Ms. Johnson is 
teaching at Apollinaire 
offer a full-scale perfor-
mance opportunity to 

youth. Students will re-
hearse and perform a play, 
and have an opportunity 
to show off their design 
skills by assisting in the 
creation of the set and 
costumes. Play Produc-
tion will culminate in a 
final show complete with 
costumes, props, lighting, 
sound and set!

“Theatre is essential 
for kids and it’s critical 
for youth development,” 
Ms. Johnson shares. "Ev-
erything you’ve practiced 
and learned in theatre is 
applicable to life and your 
studies. You gain crucial 
communication, critical 
thinking, and collabora-
tion skills. You practice 
public speaking, reading 
comprehension and prob-
lem solving. You’re train-
ing your body and mind 
to be connected. You’re 
able to use your body to 
understand the importance 
of verbal and nonverbal 
interactions on and off 
the stage. You’re learning 

empathy through perfor-
mance, seeing physics 
in action by constructing 
a set, and learning color 
theory when designing the 
lights and costumes."

Also, for the first time, 
the Play Lab is offering a 
Musical Theatre class for 
ages 10-14. This class, 
also taught by Ms. John-
son, will incorporate the 
fundamentals of musical 
theater: singing, dancing, 
and acting. Students will 
work on elements of char-
acter, choreography, stag-
ing and voice with heavy 
emphasis on healthy/pro-

fessional technique. The 
course will culminate in a 
performance of a musical 
number from a popular 
show.

Musical Theatre class-
es run Saturdays, March 
4th to May 6th. Play Pro-
duction classes will be-
gin rehearsing on March 
13th. The plays will be 
performed at the Rise-
man Family Theatre at the 
Chelsea Theatre Works on 
May 20 & 21.

Registration is now 
open!

 The Apollinaire Play 
Lab offers an EBT Card to 

Culture discount as well 
as scholarships to all who 
need them. Visit: www.
aplaylab.com, or call 617-
615-6506.

In-person registrations 
are being held at the Rise-
man Family Theatre, 187 
Winnisimmet Street in 
Chelsea, Saturdays, 1/28 
to 2/25 from 10:00am – 
noon, and Wednesdays, 
2/1 to 3/1 from 4:00-
6:00pm

For more information 
about the Apollinaire Play 
Lab visit: www.aplaylab.
com
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for helping us win The Boston Globe’s Top Places to Work 
for an eighth time. We are proud to be a team that delivers 

compassionate, high-quality care to our community.

Congratulations to the staff of the
East Boston Neighborhood Health Center

Play production classes for 
youth now accepting students

A scenes from the production of ‘Bocon.’

Audrey Johnson.

Some of the students in class.

Arrigo said there has 
always been an open-door 
policy with the mayor’s 
office and city staff. 

“If there are things that 
folks want to know an-
swers to, you all have my 
cell phone number and 
I’m happy to pick up the 
phone,” said Arrigo. “I 
will say that as we have 
had some staff turnover, 
it’s alway helpful to re-
connect and make sure 
that we are on the same 
page.”

Cogliandro suggested 
that the ward councillor 

or maker of a motion be 
included on any relevant 
emails reaching out to city 
departments.

Hill said he is happy to 
sit down with any coun-
cillors to work on ways to 
improve communications 
and is happy to answer 
any of their calls.

Rizzo said he agreed 
with Cogliandro’s sugges-
tion that councillors be in-
cluded on relevant emails.

“You can get stuff done 
out of the mayor’s office 
much better than we can 
oftentimes as a council-

lor,” said Rizzo.
Council President Pat-

rick Keefe said he would 
work on sending out a quar-
terly reminder to the may-
or’s office for updates on 
any outstanding motions.

“A lot of things, if we 
remind or send a message 
or text or email, the re-
sponse time is very, very 
good,” said Keefe. “We 
also have to do our part to 
make sure there are sub-
stantive motions and it 
is not just glutting up the 
process, because some-
times that can happen.”


