
Michael Coughlin Jr.

In a vote of 15 to 13, 
a slight majority of resi-
dents who attended and 
voted during the Harbor 
View Neighborhood As-
sociation (HVNA) meet-
ing on Monday, Dec. 5, 
were not in favor of the 
proposed addition to the 
Brooke Charter School on 
Horace Street. 

The Brooke Charter 
School is a public col-
lege preparatory school 
that serves underserved 
students in the communi-
ty – low-income students, 
students of color, English 
language learners (ELL), 
and students with disabil-
ities. Over time the school 
has done tremendous work 

for its student body and 
was named the best-per-
forming non-exam High 
School in the city just last 
year. 

However, even as the 
school has succeeded, it 
is still looking to improve 
and better serve its stu-
dents. Now the Brooke 
Charter School is looking 
to add an addition to its 
building that would span 
about 4,500 square feet. 

“Our school next door 
– 94 Horace Street – has 
always been one of our 
smallest buildings which 
means it has kind of the 
smallest ability to provide 
programmatic space for 
our students, and we want 
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The Enchanted Trolley 
Tour wrapped up its 2022 
season with a stop in Mav-
erick Square East Boston. 
Residents of the neigbor-
hood flocked to greet Bos-
ton Mayor Michelle Wu 
and her esteemed guests 
including Massachusetts 
State Senator Lydia Ed-
wards, State Rep Adrian 
Madaro and his family, 
City Councilors Gabriela 
“Gigi” Coletta, Erin Mur-
phy, Ruthzee Louijeune, 
104.1 DJ Fast Freddy, DJ 
Maverick, and of course 
Santa and Mrs Claus. 

By Stephen Quigley

Six months into the top 
job at the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency 
(BPDA), Arthur Jemison 

recently accepted an invita-
tion to hear the concerns of 
residents at a joint meeting 
of the North End Waterfront 
Neighborhood Council and 
the North End Waterfront 

Residents Association.
Jemison is no stranger 

to Boston. He worked at 
the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority (BRA) in the early 
1990s and most recent-

Area residents hear from new BPDA director

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu and 
the Office of Housing an-
nounced that Karen Reba-
za of East Boston has been 
appointed Deputy Direc-
tor for the Boston Home 
Center. Ms. Rebaza is an 
experienced and respected 
community banking leader 
in Greater Boston. Most 
recently, she served as a 
Vice President, Residen-
tial Community Develop-
ment Officer at Rockland 
Trust, where she special-
ized in working with first-
time home buyers. Prior 
to working at Rockland 
Trust, she served as the As-
sistant Director of the Bos-
ton Home Center, helping 
to launch the discounted 
One+Boston mortgage 

product.
“We are pleased to wel-

come Karen Rebaza back 
to the Office of Housing 
to lead the Boston Home 
Center’s efforts in its work 
to increase homeowner-
ship among Boston resi-
dents and to assist those 
that are already homeown-
ers,” said Sheila Dillon, 

Mrs. Claus and Santa greet Mariana and Samantha Abad with Sophia Restepo. See Pages 6 and 7 for more photos.

Monica Henao conducts the Veronica Robles Cultural Center Choir. 

THE ENCHANTED TROLLEY TOUR

EBCCS 30TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR

East Boston Central Catholic School (EBCCS) celebrated its 30th Annual Christmas Fair on 
December 3, which included a slew of raffle games and opportunities to win gift baskets 
and toys. Shown above, number 38 winning the Toy Soldier Raffle Basket game. See Page 
2 for more photos.

ly served as deputy assis-
tant secretary at the federal 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD). 

Jemison pointed out that 
the original mission of the 
BRA in the 1950s and 60s 
was to get rid of blighted, 
substandard housing -- also 
known as urban renewal 
--  but that is not the case 
today.

He told the audience that 
the two principal areas that 
need to be addressed now 
are increasing the number 
of affordable housing units 
and making the city more 
resilient to global warming, 
the latter of which is of par-
ticular concern to the North 
End.

With 70 percent of the 
city’s revenues coming from 
property taxes, Jemison said, 
“Growth of the tax base 
needs to happen and devel-
opment is essential. The city 
must do planning and devel-
opment at the same time 
that are ahead of the trends 

Rebaza named new Deputy 
Director of Boston Home Center

Karen Rebaza.

See REBAZA Page 5

See BPDA Page 3
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Slim majority opposes 
Brooke Charter 
School’s addition

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JEREMIAH ROBINSON

Mayor Michelle Wu (second from right) and the Chief of 
Environment, Rev. Mariama White-Hammond (right) joined 
the Prince and Princess of Wales for a tour of Piers Park in 
East Boston. During the tour the royal couple had the op-
portunity to meet with local organizations that are helping 
in the fight against climate change. 

A ROYAL VISIT
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EAST BOSTON CENTRAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL’S 30TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR

East Boston Central 
Catholic School (EBCCS) 
celebrated its 30th Annual 
Christmas Fair on Decem-
ber 3, which included a 
slew of raffle games and 
opportunities to win gift 

baskets and toys. Fami-
lies had their pictures tak-
en with Santa, purchased 
holiday decorations, and 
enjoyed homemade, Ital-
ian lunches. 

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

Danae, Danielle, and Debbie Pieroni.

Principal Emeritus Maryann Manfredonia, and Danae, 
Danielle, and Debbie Pieroni placing chances to win raffle 
baskets. Yolanda and Joelle Marfissi, alumna, Mrs. Casaletto, and 

Tiffany Herrera at the gift table.

Sophie, third grade, with her Barbie raffle basket, and 
Simon Galego, first grade.

Alayna Mangone, first grade, placing chances in raffle 
baskets.

Fourth grade student, Luciana Correa, having her face 
painted by seventh grader, Anayah Augustave, with 
friends, Kelsey O’Connor and Adriana Puerta.

The Dominguez and Rodriguez Families. East Boston Central Catholic School held its 30th Annual Christmas Fair on December 3.

Mackenzie Holden, 8th grade, Jade Baglio, and Kayla 
Gomes, 7th grade, working at the Toy Solder Raffle Basket 
table

Nakita Turner, holding her handmade acrylic, green mar-
ble tray.

Anayah, Andrew, and Allen sitting with Santa. Douglas, Katherine, and Aurora Placeres, 3-years-old, with 
Santa.

Conveniently located On The Blue Line
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37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
207 East Boston Rlty LLC Maverick Shipyard LLC 12 Maverick St #105          $519,000 
Marroquin, Jose A Flexible Methods LLC 72 Orient Ave                $920,000  
Mandelbaum, Benjamin J   161 Cottage Street EB LL 161 Cottage St #8             $550,000 
Rodriguez, Christopher A Maverick Shipyard LLC 202 Maverick St #3              $589,000   
Newman, Matthew     Maverick Shipyard LLC 202 Maverick St #206       $800,000  
Tauras, Christine E Maverick Shipyard LLC 202 Maverick St #303     $755,000  
El, Wadi E             Maverick Shipyard LLC 202 Maverick St #401            $1,220,000  
Wells, Kyle            Maverick Shipyard LLC 202 Maverick St #306         $789,000   
Sloyan, Patrick Maverick Shipyard LLC 202 Maverick St #204    $700,000  
Chen, Weimin Maverick Shipyard LLC 202 Maverick St #203            $314,000  
Liang, Felix Maverick Shipyard LLC 202 Maverick St #304           $240,800

News in Brief

EDWARDS 
RECEIVES GOLDEN 
BRIDGES AWARD 

Senator Lydia Edwards 
was nominated by Done-
gal County Council, Derry 
City and Strabane District 
Council for Golden Bridg-
es Award. The award is 
in recognition of the Sen-
ator’s ongoing support 
and drive to deepen the 
connection and promote 
partnership between peers 
in Boston, and Ireland. 
The Senator received this 
award along with Boston 
City Councilor At-Large 
Erin Murphy, Micheál Ó 
hÉanaigh, Gene O’Fla-
herty, Jane Bickford, Rich-
ard Gormley, Joe Gilles-
pie, & Mike and Colette 
Quinin. The Senator and 
the other awardees were 
recognized in a ceremony 
at the Irish Consulate on 
Thursday November 17.

“I know when you look 
at me you’re thinking, 
that’s a proud Irishwom-
an. But truth is I’m not 
Irish and I am not original-
ly from Boston. For many 
that should disqualify me 
from this award. But, I say 
to those people, you don’t 
really know Ireland, Bos-
ton, or me.” said Senator 
Lydia Edwards (D-Bos-
ton)

“I loved visiting Done-
gal, I went to church there, 
learned about the Trou-
bles in a border town, met 
young men and women at 
a trades school and I can 
tell you they are not much 
different than the folks I 
represented in Charles-
town or the rest of Bos-
ton.” said Senator Lydia 
Edwards (D-Boston)

“We want the same 
things, to learn from 
the pain of our past and 
make sure our children 
have a better future.” said 
Senator Lydia Edwards 
(D-Boston)

BOSTON WARD 
1 REPUBLICAN 
COMMITTEE
EAST BOSTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS

The East Boston Re-
publican Ward Committee 

is holding its bimonthly 
meeting Tuesday eve-
ning, December 13, 2022 
starting at 6:30 p. m.  The 
meeting will be at Kelley 
Square Pub, at 84 Ben-
nington Street (at the cor-
ner of Marion Street) in 
East Boston.  

Registered East Boston 
Republicans and unen-
rolled voters are welcome 
and encouraged to attend.  

For more information 
please call the commit-
tee secretary at (617) 
569-4075 or text (617) 
755-7697.  The commit-
tee e-mail addresses are 
ebrwc@yahoo.com and 
eastbostonrepublican-
wardcomm@gmail.com.   

ASSISTED LIVING 
LOCATORS URGES 
ADULT CHILDREN 
TO HAVE  LONG 
TERM CARE PLAN

The holiday season is 
a time of giving and shar-
ing special moments with 
your family. As you dec-
orate the tree and bake 
those cookies, don’t forget 
about an important gift 
you can give to your aging 
parent – the gift of a long-
term care plan.

Assisted Living Loca-
tors Boston, a local senior 
placement and referral 
service, is urging adult 
children to have a very 
merry … long term care 
plan to make sure their 
parents have personalized 
care and support when 
they need it.

As parents get older, 
many will turn to their 
adult children to help 
them in the next steps of 
senior living. Many of 
these adult children live an 
average of 450 miles from 
their parents and are hav-
ing to assume the role of 
a long-distance caregiver.  
According to the National 
Center on Caregiving, ap-
proximately 5 to 7 million 
adult children in the U.S. 
are long-distance caregiv-
ers.

Assisted Living Loca-
tors Boston Vice President 
of Placement and Aging 
Strategy John Moniz, a 

Marshfield resident, stat-
ed that adult children, 
especially those who are 
long distance caregivers, 
should use the holiday 
season as an opportuni-
ty to assess the current 
lifestyle of aging parents 
and evaluate what can be 
improved to strengthen 
their loved one’s health 
and happiness.  “No mat-
ter what stage of life your 
parents are in, talking 
about long term care and 
creating a plan now for 
the future can help them 
live their life on their own 
terms,” he explained.

“Assisted Living Loca-
tors is a free service that 
can help you explore and 
understand elder care op-
tions,”  said Moniz.  “Our 
senior care advisors meet 
with each family to learn 
about their loved one’s 
needs, living conditions, 
and personal preferences 
in order to build a care 
plan.”

He noted that Assisted 
Living Locators website 
also offers an easy-to-use 
Assessment Tool  that can 
quickly give one insight if 
it’s time to find a new en-
vironment and appropriate 
senior housing for your 
aging parent.

Moniz advises adult 
children to set these long-
term planning goals in 
2023:

1) Prepare and gath-
er essential medical and 
financial documents for 
their aging loved one

2) Make a plan for pay-
ing for long-term care

3) Connect with the 
right kind of support and 
resources.

“The challenge families 
with aging parents face 
today is finding a single 
source for reliable assis-
tance for a long-term care 
plan,” he explained. “As-
sisted Living Locators has 
a full roster of services for 
seniors around there need 
for in-home care or senior 
living arrangements. From 
relocation to respite care 
to alternative solutions 
for paying for long-term 
care, our comprehensive 
resources can help you 
prepare for the future.”

that developers are looking 
at, and shape them into what 
works for the city.”

After making his intro-
ductory remarks, Jemison 
opened up the floor to ques-
tions to the more than 50 
residents in attendance, tell-
ing the audience that he was 
here to take notes and to 
hear the concerns of resi-
dents.

Many in attendance 
voiced a similar concern: that 
the current Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA) does not take 
the time to hear all points-of-
view from residents by limit-
ing the number of commu-
nity speakers at its meetings. 

As one resident bluntly put 
it, “Our input is ignored.”

Jemison explained that 
because of a high thresh-
old for projects pursuant to 
the city’s zoning ordinances, 

many projects automatically 
go before the ZBA, which 
entails a high volume of 
work for the ZBA.

One resident mentioned 
that commercial develop-
ment in the North End seems 
to be focused on only more 
restaurants and less on small 
businesses that provide ser-
vices, such as a shoe cobbler.

Diane Valle of 
Charlestown noted that 
the master planning pro-
cess in communities such as 
Charlestown is not going 
well, a comment that came 
as a surprise to Jemison.

During the meeting it was 
pointed out that Maverick 
Square in East Boston has 
more density than the North 
End, a fact that surprised 
some in attendance, who 
suggested that density in the 
No. End is too high.

One resident noted that 
developers are trying to get 
a 700-foot tower built in 
the Bulfinch Triangle where 
the zoning only allows for a 
100- foot height limit. 

This prompted another 
resident to ask, “Does zon-
ing mean anything?”

“Development is not more 
important than the citizens 
of Boston,” said Jemison.

Another resident brought 
up the impact on the neigh-
borhood with the growth 
of local colleges and the 
housing of students, which 
is squeezing out many long-
time residents.

The meeting ended with 
Jemison promising that he 
would, “love to come back 
and touch base again with 
residents.”

BPDA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PUBLIC NOTICE

to improve that with this 
addition,” said Brooke 
Charter School’s Chief 
Operating Officer Mark 
Loring. 

The three-floor addition 
would add space to build 
science labs, a designated 
art room, and additional 
small pull-out spaces for 
special education and ELL 
students. 

“There’s been new reg-
ulations that have been 
passed in the last several 
years which effects this in 
terms of number of kids 
within a group, number of 
minutes that we need to 
serve students, so it’s af-
fecting how many spaces 
we need to be able to pro-
vide these services,” said 
Loring. 

Loring indicated the 
school’s population has 
changed over time, say-
ing, “As we tried to recruit 
more ELL and special 
needs students, we have 
gotten those students, and 
as we get those students, 
we have more need for 

staff or spaces in order to 
provide the required ser-
vices for those students.” 

Since March, this proj-
ect has been presented and 
debated; if the latest vote 
is any indicator, it has 
been polarizing. 

One of the main issues 
with the project brought 
up in the past and even at 
Monday’s meeting is that 
the school would increase 
its enrollment, admitting 
more students and con-
tributing to more traffic in 
the area. 

However, Loring once 
again denied that notion 
saying, “There’s a com-
mon belief that we’re go-
ing to build this addition 
because we’re trying to 
add more students. We 
have stated clearly and 
continue to state clearly 
that is not true – we are 
not looking to expand our 
enrollment.”

Loring mentioned that 
the school has been will-
ing to put the fact that the 
addition is not being built 

to add students in writ-
ing with the board of the 
HVNA. 

Debate raged on Mon-
day, mainly about the 
school’s enrollment, as 
some residents were not 
convinced that the school 
would not add students 
even with it in writing.

Other concerns 
broached Monday about 
the project involved park-
ing issues during con-
struction as well as con-
struction bringing rodents 
to the area. 

While an HVNA ma-
jority opposed the project, 
the project is slated to go 
before the Zoning Board 
of Appeals Tuesday, Dec. 
13. 

“All I’m trying to do is 
build space as consider-
ately as possible, knowing 
that there’s some disrup-
tion and trying to address 
those disruptions in order 
to give the space for the 
kids who deserve it – I’m 
not trying to build myself 
an office,” said Loring.

HVNA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

All women over 40 should 
have a mammogram once 
a year. Breast cancer 
found early offers the best 
chance to be cured. Free 
or low cost mammograms 
are available. 
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The Massachusetts En-
ergy Facility Siting Board 
(EFSB) has officially ap-
proved plans that allow a 
proposed electrical substa-
tion in East Boston to by-
pass critical environmental 
permits. The board oblivi-
ated public processes, and 
the project will proceed 
with construction follow-
ing hours of community 
testimony in opposition. 
Conservation Law Foun-
dation (CLF) and Green-
Roots released the follow-
ing statements in response. 

“The fact is that the 
community overwhelm-
ingly opposes the con-
struction of this substation, 
and state laws regarding 
the siting of this facility 
have been ignored,” said 
Staci Rubin, Vice Pres-
ident of Environmental 
Justice at CLF. “The Sit-
ing Board’s decision con-
tributes to the inequitable 
distribution of environ-
mental burdens and ben-
efits and disregards East 
Boston residents’ voices. 
We’ll continue to partner 
with the community to 
challenge this facility.” 

“While disappointing 
it is not surprising,” said 
John Walkey, Director of 
Waterfront and Climate 
Justice Initiatives for 
GreenRoots and an East 
Boston resident. “After 8 
years of this process, it is 
clear that the priorities that 
guide the decision-making 
of the EFSB are incompati-
ble with the environmental 
justice principles codified 
by the Commonwealth in 
the Roadmap Law. Siting 
Board Chair Card has an 
obligation to protect the 
health and well-being of 
the environment and en-
vironmental justice popu-
lations. Yet again, we see 

a Secretary that prioritizes 
industry over people and 
the environment” 

“We are enraged that 
after 8 years of organiz-
ing on the #NoEastieSub-
station the State energy 
siting board continues to 
bulldoze over communi-
ty voice and opposition 
and has approved the 
construction of an Ever-
source electrical substa-
tion in the environmental 
justice community of East 
Boston,” said Roseann 
Bongiovanni, executive 
director of GreenRoots. 
“This certificate allows 
the EFSB to get a pass and 
skip permitting and public 
process yet again. We are 
appalled that the same sys-
temic injustices we fight 
to dismantle, are the same 
systemic harms perpetu-
ated by our state boards, 
but our work does not stop 
here. We are appealing this 
decision in partnership 
with Conservation Law 
Foundation and we call 
on Governor-elect Maura 
Healey on her steadfast 
support.”

“This was an unneces-
sary rushed decision that 
only benefits Eversource,” 
said State Senator Lydia 
Edwards.  “Eversource 
created the data, manufac-
tured the urgency and lied 
to the public. The EFSB 
never seriously considered 
any other data or location. 
The EFSB didn’t follow 
the environmental justice 
laws or acknowledge that 
so much has changed since 
this project was proposed 
in 2013. At this point the 
EFSB members that voted 
for this should be ashamed 
of themselves.  You real-
ly cant be angry at Ever-
source.  I truly sad about 
what message this says to 

community. You can bun-
gle a process, exclude non 
english speakers,  refuse 
to consider other data, and 
still win.  You can make up 
a problem and get the peo-
ple to pay for you, and only 
you, to supply the solution.  
This level of systemmic 
corruption and corporate 
greed would make Bernie 
Madoff proud.”

CLF and GreenRoots 
have joined community 
groups in opposing this 
substation for years, but 
the state has allowed Ever-
source to bypass commu-
nity input and critical en-
vironmental reviews. CLF 
and GreenRoots testified 
and pushed for a delay in 
the vote that took place 
today since the majority 
of the siting board mem-
bers will be changing with 
the new administration in 
January and relevant reg-
ulations and policies will 
be changed in the coming 
months. 

Only one board mem-
ber had the fortitude to 
question the benefits and 
burdens of the facility, 
citing significant concerns 
for the adjacent environ-
mental justice population. 
Board Member Johnson 
called on fellow members 
to move forward on three 
amendments that would 
look at cumulative impacts 
on environmental justice 
populations, the need for 
the site, and alternative 
locations including siting 
the substation on Mass-
port land.  The motions all 
failed with no board mem-
bers willing to second the 
motion. Board Member 
Johnson was the one dis-
senting member of the sit-
ing board on the decision.  

Energy officials plow ahead 
with East Boston substation
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Mayor Michelle Wu this 
month announced the launch 
of “Meet Me in the City,” 
a new initiative designed 
to encourage local tour-
ism through special events, 
performances, and holiday 
shopping in Boston’s Down-
town and neighborhoods. 
“Meet Me in the City” 
encourages residents and 
visitors to come into the city 
and support local business-
es in Downtown and across 
every neighborhood.

"Our small businesses and 
cultural institutions are the 
foundation of our communi-
ties and drive our local econ-
omy," said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. "We all benefit from 
more tourism coming to Bos-
ton. As we enter this holiday 
weekend and approach the 
new year, I encourage every-
one to come experience the 
vibrancy of our neighbor-
hoods and shop locally here 
in Boston."

Boston’s dynamic small 
businesses and arts and cul-
tural institutions are crit-
ical to the local economy, 
especially during this year’s 
holiday shopping and enter-
tainment season. With holi-
day spending forecasted by 
the Massachusetts Retailers 
Association to increase 10 
percent statewide compared 
to 2021 and an 8 percent 
inflation rate, the “Meet Me 
in the City'' initiative encour-
ages residents and visitors in 

the greater Boston area to 
experience the city and invest 
in our communities. 

Following a recent report 
by the City and Boston 
Consulting Group detail-
ing some of the challenges 
facing Downtown Boston, 
Mayor Wu along with key 
City and business leaders 
have re-launched PLAN: 
Downtown. The plan, in 
conjunction with the Down-
town Revitalization report, 
sets a roadmap for the City 
to reimagine Downtown 
Boston as a truly inclusive 
neighborhood filled with 
new homes, diverse business-
es, world-class public spaces, 
vibrant nightlife, and a thriv-
ing arts and culture scene. 

“This initiative is an 
important step to encourage 
residents and visitors alike to 
shop local and increase con-
sumer spending during the 
holiday season,” said Segun 
Idowu, Chief of Economic 
Opportunity and Inclusion. 
“More than 50 percent of 
Americans shop small on 
Small Business Saturday, 
and this campaign will help 
drive activity to Boston’s 
Downtown and neighbor-
hood districts this weekend 
and into the new year to 
showcase thriving, vibrant, 
and inclusive spaces for all 
of our residents and visitors 
to spend the holidays once 
again, while supporting our 
local economy.” 

“Meet Me In the City” 
leverages the City’s award 
winning All Inclusive Boston 
campaign to focus on raising 
awareness and elevate the 
visibility of the Mayor’s call 
to shop local this holiday 
season through a significant 
commitment to advertising 
with neighborhood news-
papers and sites, along with 
local television partnerships 
and collaborative activa-
tions. Encouraging patrons, 
visitors and residents to 
use ‘the power of the purse 
with passion and purpose’, 
the initiative also aims to 
address the shift to remote 
work, which has significantly 
reshaped the central business 
core. For years, Downtown 
Boston was one of the busi-
est neighborhoods in the city, 
with heavy, daily foot traffic 
driven by thousands of office 
workers. However, foot traf-
fic numbers have remained 

down by 40 percent since the 
pandemic. The “Meet Me in 
the City” initiative is aligned 
with the Mayor’s vision to 
address this shift and ensure 
that Downtown is a vibrant 
neighborhood where people 
from all backgrounds come 
together. 

Beginning this month, 
holiday tree lightings kick off 
the season before and after 
Thanksgiving, along with 
beloved new and familiar 
holiday traditions like Bos-
ton Ballet’s Nutcracker, Bos-
ton Pops, Urban Nutcrack-
er, ‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas, Black Nativity, 
ice skating on the Frog Pond 
and the annual New Year’s 
Eve celebration, First Night. 
The City of Boston’s holiday 
tree lighting in Boston Com-
mon takes place December 1, 
followed by local neighbor-
hood tree lightings through-
out the city.

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our 
mailing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 

02151.  Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 
Letters may also be e-mailed to 

editor@eastietimes.com.   
Letters must be signed. We reserve the right to 

edit for length and content.
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Guest Op-ed

Christmas rest and peace
A DREAM PROJECT THAT 

WILL TRANSFORM 
EAST BOSTON

The firm Cargo Ventures is undertaking the redevel-
opment process for a project that eventually could entail 
the creation of 900,000 square feet of new office and in-
dustrial space, parking, and brand-new access to Logan 
Airport along McClellan Highway.

This phased development project would expand on 
the existing industrial space along McClellan Highway 
to make way for new offices, warehouse & distribu-
tion facilities, and state-of-the-art manufacturing spac-
es. The project would reduce traffic on the McClellan 
Highway by extending the Martin Coughlin Bypass to 
the city line, creating direct airport access for trucks and 
buses from the north while opening the Upper Chelsea 
Creek waterfront, which essentially has been closed-off 
for more than 100 years, to the community.

The Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
(MassDOT) is conducting a study to assess the potential 
uses of the MassDOT and MBTA rail parcels located 
between Route 1A and the Chelsea Creek, and evalu-
ate the Route 1A corridor between Bell Circle in Revere 
and Day Square in East Boston. The study will identify 
opportunities to improve connections for people walk-
ing, biking, and taking transit, and address safety issues 
and potential impacts of climate change.

For those of us who have lived here all of our lives, 
it’s easy to become accustomed to -- and just accept -- 
the landscape that we see each and every day. However, 
as anyone who has traveled pretty much anywhere else 
in the world can attest, when compared to the rest of the 
world, this area remains stuck in the past -- and not in a 
good way.

In short, the huge undertaking would reimagine the 
tired and outdated infrastructure adjacent to Chelsea 
Creek and the inner harbor, as well as the roadways 
that serve as a gateway to Logan Airport. It promises 
to transform this critical stretch of land from a backwa-
ter, hodge-podge development of the late 19th and early 
20th century into a cohesive, workable, and livable ur-
ban industrial area that will catapult East Boston into the 
middle of the 21st century.

We urge all of our public officials and residents to 
help move forward on this project -- the future can’t 
wait.

 

PEARL HARBOR WAS 
81 YEARS AGO 

It was 81 years ago this coming week that the nation 
of Japan launched its attack on the United States at Pearl 
Harbor in Hawaii on December 7, 1941.

The very next day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
convened a joint session of Congress in which he fa-
mously declared the attack as, “A day that will live in 
infamy,” and asked Congress for a Declaration of War 
against Japan. Germany and Italy, allies of the Japanese 
who collectively were known as the Axis, then declared 
war on the U.S., setting the stage for what would be-
come the largest conflagration in world history.

Hundreds of thousands of Americans would die in 
battlefronts stretching from the European continent to 
the jungle islands of the Pacific over the next three and 
one-half years before the German and Japanese war ma-
chines finally were subdued.

For more than two years prior to the attack, America 
had stayed out of the war that already had engulfed most 
of the rest of the world in the aftermath of the German 
invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939. By the time 
of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hitler’s Nazis 
had conquered all of continental Europe and much of 
Africa, while the Japanese had invaded almost all of 
Asia, save for the U.S. outposts in the Philippines and 
other small islands in the Pacific.

Americans clung to the belief that our isolation, sep-
arated from the rest of the world by two oceans, would 
keep us out of the war. Americans had no appetite for 
re-engaging in another conflict just 23 years removed 
from the memories of World War I that still were fresh 
in our nation’s psyche.

But after Pearl Harbor, we no longer could keep our 
heads buried in the sand. Although America had re-in-
stituted the draft some months prior to Pearl Harbor and 
had ramped up our military production capabilities, the 
suddenness of the Japanese attack still came as a shock 
to every American.

Americans realized that thanks to the capabilities of 
modern armaments such as Japanese aircraft carriers 
and German U-boats, even the continental United States 
was not insulated from attack by a foreign enemy. Cit-
izens on the West Coast braced for a Japanese invasion 
in the aftermath of Pearl Harbor and curfews were insti-
tuted on the Eastern Seaboard.

Thanks to the countless number of documentaries and 
movies over the past 20 years that have told the stories 
of the brave Americans who fought in WWII, we are 
fortunate to have a living history of the sacrifices made 
by The Greatest Generation.

The lessons of Pearl Harbor are many, but chief 
among them is that freedom isn’t free -- and that we 
always must be vigilant to recognize the forces of evil 
that seek to destroy our way of life.

Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Christmas is a good 
time to catch up on your 
pumpkin pie eating. Pecan 
pie seems readily avail-
able so this too is a good 
option. Try to drink one 
glass of eggnog during 
the season of joy. Eggnog 
does have some calories 
and fat grams but one 
glass won’t hurt you too 
bad. I don’t recommend 
drinking a gallon. 

If you had turkey and 
ham for Thanksgiving, 
you may have it again for 
Christmas. There is noth-
ing wrong with repeating 
the Thanksgiving meal es-
pecially if it was good. If 
it was bad then you might 
consider something else. 
The only time of the year 
that I eat much turkey or 
country ham is during the 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas seasons. Be careful 
eating too much of that 
smoked Turkey and ham 
because they can be a bit 
salty. You don’t want to 
swell up like a balloon on 
Christmas. 

Christmas should be 
a relaxing time. If you 
believe Santa Claus is 
coming then let him take 
care of the work. Surely, 
he will show up. Just ask 
him to bring dinner when 
he comes. Make sure he 
comes in the front door. I 
don’t know about bring-
ing broccoli casserole 
down the chimney.

If you are putting up 
lights, now is the time to 
do so. You want to have 
time to enjoy the lights 
and the more you string 
together and cover your 
house the more electricity 
you are using.  This is turn 
creates a big electric bill 
but you are keeping the 
paychecks going for the 
utility people. 

The main thing is don’t 
go crazy this Christmas. 
You don’t have to buy 
everything. The stores 
love for you to max out 
your credit cards but you 
won’t love it in February 
and March when you are 
paying it back. Use com-
monsense when it comes 
to the entire season. Eat 

a piece of pie but don’t 
eat the pie. Eat a slice of 
turkey but don’t eat the 
turkey. Decorate if you 
wish but you don’t have 
to spend a week putting 
up lights. They all have 
to come back down you 
know.  Spend only what 
you can afford.   If you 
can’t afford much then 
don’t press yourself to do 
what you cannot do. 

Christmas is the birth-
day of Jesus but we often 
make it a day of bedlam. 
The birth of Jesus was in 
Bethlehem. His parents 
were poor. They had gone 
to an out of the way town 
to pay their taxes. There 
was no place for them to 
sleep. They slept in a barn 
and Jesus was born while 
they were there. Mary laid 
him in a cow’s trough. 
They were poor, tired and 
life was not very easy for 
Mary, Joseph and Jesus. 

Keep in mind that Jesus 
came to save us from our 
sins. He came to give us 
peace.  The Bible calls him 
the Prince of Peace. Most 
people need some peace 

and one way to have more 
peace is to focus on the 
baby of Christmas. Christ 
is comfort and peace. 

You don’t always find 
your peace at church. The 
church isn’t Jesus. If your 
church is stressing you 
out, harping about money 
every Sunday, and pulling 
you in ten different direc-
tions then you might con-
sider taking a step back 
and reevaluating. 

The season of joy is 
here. Don’t depend on 
others to create joy for 
you. Get alone with God 
every day and focus on 
him. You’ll discover a 
peace and a rest that only 
He can provide. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

“Meet Me in the City,” holiday initiative announced
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, wedding and 

birth announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, 
sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be 

faxed to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news 
releases and photos to                      deb@reverejournal.com

We’re Hiring!

We will be holding two job 
fairs at our newest PACE sites: 

Tuesday, Sept. 13, 3-6pm  
@ 10 Garofalo Street, Revere

Thursday, Sept. 15, 3-6pm 
@ 795 Broadway, Everett

Scan the QR code to RSVP or 
visit www.careers.ebnhc.org 
to apply and learn about our 
fantastic benefits! If you have 
questions, call: 617-568-4480.

New Pay Rates

Sign-on Bonuses

Full Benefits Package
including:

• Medical and dental
coverage

• Life and disability
insurance

• 401(K) retirement plan

• Educational assistance

• Flexible spending and
transportation accounts

• Paid holidays, vacations,
sick, and personal time

• Free parking

And much more...

201420152016201720192020

TOP PLACES
TO WORK

SEVEN-TIME AWARDEE

2021

Join us in improving the lives of seniors 
in our community
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in our community

HOME HEALTH AIDES
PERSONAL CARE 

ASSISTANTS
RECREATION ASSISTANTS

DRIVERS
NURSES

PHYSICAL THERAPIST
RECREATION THERAPIST

DIETARY AIDES

Visit us at
careers.ebnhc.org 
 to learn about our  
fantastic benefits!

 If you have questions,  
please call: 617-568-4480.

The Madaro Fami-
ly Community Fund is 
thrilled to announce that 
our 19th annual large-
scale toy drive has official-
ly begun! We are so thank-
ful for all of our supporters 
for providing toys to kids 
in need throughout our 
community.

In the lead up to our 
in-person Eastie’s Elves 
Celebration, our toy col-
lection drive is running 
from now until December 
8th! We have over 25 drop-
off locations throughout 
East Boston, Winthrop, 
and Revere to make giving 
back simpler than ever.

Below is a list of our 
drop-off sites broken 
down by town to help you 
find a location near you. 
We are giving back to kids 
ranging from toddlers to 
young adults. Please make 
sure when you drop off a 
toy that it is a new and un-
wrapped toy.

Madaro Family Community Fund toy drive underwayRebaza // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Director, Mayor’s Office 
of Housing. “Homeown-
ership provides a path to 
generational wealth and 
housing stability and is 
key to equitable growth in 
Boston. Karen has been a 
champion of this important 
work throughout her ca-
reer, and I look forward to 
working with her to create 
new opportunities.”

Ms. Rebaza’s new role 
at the Boston Home Cen-
ter merges her passion 
for community building 
with her background in 
the residential mortgage 
field. As Vice President 
for Residential and Com-
munity Development for 
Rockland Trust, she was 
responsible for growing 
Rockland Trust’s first-
time home buyer efforts 
by providing educational 
workshops, working with 
community housing orga-
nizations, and exploring 
opportunities to expand its 
residential mortgage prod-
uct and program offerings.

In her previous expe-
rience with the Office 
of Housing, she served 
as the Assistant Director 
for Homebuyer Services, 
during which time she 
helped launch the One+-
Boston mortgage product, 
managed the Neighbor-
hood Homes Initiative, 
which uses City-owned 
land to create affordable 
homeownership opportu-
nities for Boston residents, 
and directed the Home 
Center’s foreclosure as-
sistance and financial as-
sistance programs. Prior 
to this role, Ms. Rebaza 
worked at Rockland Trust 
as a Vice President and 
Citizens Bank as a Senior 
Loan officer. Throughout 
her extensive career in 
the residential mortgage 
field, she specialized in 
CRA community lending, 
focusing on the first time 

home buyer programs in 
an effort to increase home 
ownership among Black, 
Indigenous and People of 
Color in Massachusetts. 
Because of her passion and 
dedication to the commu-
nity and efforts to narrow 
the home ownership gap, 
she has received multiple 
awards throughout her ca-
reer recognizing her work 
in the mortgage field as 
well as her dedication to 
the community.

She has also served as 
a member of the Citizens’ 
Housing and Planning As-
sociation (CHAPA) Se-
lection Committee, and 
the Advisory Board at the 
Greater Boston Chamber 
of Commerce.

In her new position, Ms. 
Rebaza will oversee the 
Welcome Home, Boston 
initiative and the manage-
ment and operations of the 
Boston Home Center.

The Welcome Home, 
Boston initiative will uti-
lize $60 million of Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funding for the 
development of income-re-
stricted homeownership 
opportunities on 150 par-
cels of City-owned land to 
be made available for eli-
gible Boston residents. The 
funding will also enhance 
financial assistance pro-
grams to help residents in 
buying homes by provid-
ing grants that will deliver 
lower mortgage interest 
rates and up to $50,000 in 
direct assistance, includ-
ing down payment and 
closing cost assistance, to 
income-eligible first-time 
homebuyers. Funding will 
also be used to launch a 
homeownership program 
for qualified Boston Hous-
ing Authority residents

“I am very excited to re-
turn to city government to 
be of service to the people 
of Boston,”  said Deputy 

Director for the Boston 
Home Center, Karen Re-
baza. “I look forward to 
working with the Wu Ad-
ministration, Chief Dillon, 
and the staff of the May-
or’s Office of Housing to 
increase the opportunities 
for homeownership and 
help homeowners in the 
City of Boston. I look for-
ward to helping Mayor Wu 
achieve her historic hous-
ing goals for our city.”

The Office of Hous-
ing’s Boston Home Center 
is charged with creating 
programs to help Boston 
homebuyers buy a home 
in Boston, and assisting 
existing homeowners with 
home maintenance issues. 
These programs include 
first-time homebuyer ed-
ucation; down payment 
and closing cost assistance 
to first-time homebuyers; 
lead paint abatement for 
housing units in Boston; 
and home repair programs 
for qualified residents and 
older Bostonians. The 
Boston Home Center also 
oversees City programs 
that assist homeowners 
with avoiding foreclosure 
and works to enhance the 
City’s relationships with 
banks, mortgage compa-
nies, and nonprofits to pro-
mote City programs and 
coordinate homeowner-
ship opportunities.

In this position, Karen 
will oversee a staff of 29 
employees and manage an 
annual divisional budget of 
$16.9 million.

Karen Rebaza lives in 
East Boston with her fam-
ily and is deeply involved 
in advocating for the Bos-
ton community. She cur-
rently serves on the board 
of advisors for the East 
Boston YMCA, the advi-
sory board for MAHA’s 
STASH Program, and 
board of advisors of Latina 
Center Maria.
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The Enchanted Trol-
ley Tour wrapped up its 
2022 season with a stop 
in Maverick Square East 
Boston. Residents of the 
neighborhood flocked 
to greet Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu and her es-
teemed guests including 
Massachusetts State Sen-
ator Lydia Edwards, State 
Rep Adrian Madaro and 
his family, City Coun-
cilors Gabriela Coletta, 
Erin Murphy, Ruthzee 
Louijeune, 104.1 DJ Fast 
Freddy, DJ Maverick, and 
of course Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. It was an event to 
truly welcome a season of 
Happy Holidays for all.

Sammy and Antonella 
Rojas.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu invites Massachusetts State 
Rep Adrian Madaro to the stage.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu with City Hall Liaison to East 
Boston Nathalia Benitez-Perez and Gladys Oliveros.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu invites City Councilor Ruthzee 
Louijeune to the stage.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu invites City Councilor Gabriela 
“Gigi” Coletta to the stage.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu invites Massachusetts State 
Senator Lydia Edwards to the stage. 

East Boston Main Streets Executive Director Miguel Vargas 
with Boston Mayor Michelle Wu.

Boston City Councilor Gabriela “Gigi” Coletta (left) with 
Community Outreach Coordinator for Trustees Of Reser-
vations (building Piers Park 3) Gabriela Ramirez and Ana 
Alonzo.

Tenor David Rivera Bozon sings “Ave Maria” and “Joy To The 
World.”

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu holds Brandon Sanchez. Carlos, Elias, and Abby Peraza representing their business 
R&G Designs, laser printing home decor.

And the crowd responds to Grupo Consentidos’ music. 

The audience eagerly awaits the arrival of Santa and Mrs Claus. 
.

Maverick Square was filled with people excited to greet Mayor Michelle Wu and her special 
guests, Santa and Mrs Claus. 

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu thanks the residents of East Boston for packing Maverick 
Square with Holiday energy and festivity. 

Confetti shoots out and rains on the crowd. 

2022 ENCHANTED TROLLEY TOUR
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
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For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416

East Boston Main Streets Executive Director Miguel Vargas with volunteers Nury Renzi, 
Gloria Vargas, Cristian Uribe, and Angelica Castro of the East Boston Neighborhood Health 
Center.

Mix 104.1 DJ Fast Freddy, Massachusetts State Rep Adrian Madaro with his son Matteo, 
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, and Santa flip the lever to light up the Holiday Tree in Maver-
ick Square. 

Mended of the Veronica Robles Cultural Center Choir Gerry a visit with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. 

Massachusetts State Rep Adrian Madaro (left) with his 
son, Matteo, and his wife, Ariel, (right) and Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu.

Shirley Fabbo of the East Boston Chamber Of Commerce 
was present with a variety of vendors throughout the 
neighborhood. 

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu with East Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center President and CEO Greg Wilmot.

Grupo Consentidos takes to the stage to provide some 
dancing music. 

Ready to make a difference? Start at the top! https://careers.ebnhc.org

Congratulations to the staff of the
East Boston Neighborhood Health Center
for helping us to win The Boston Globe’s Top Places to Work 
for an eighth time. We are proud to be a team that delivers 
compassionate, high-quality care to our community.

201420152016201720192020

TOP PLACES TO WORK
EIGHT-TIME AWARDEE

20212022

Insured by NCUA | Member MSIC *Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 12.05.2022 and subject to change at any time without notice.  Minimum to 
open and earn APY is $500.00. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawals.  Fees may reduce earnings. Account requires new money; to satisfy this 
requirement, an additional $5,000 in external funds must be added to transfers from existing Metro Credit Union accounts. For online account opening only:  
Maximum funding amount is $25,000.  Visit MetroCU.org for current rates, terms and account requirements.  

MetroCU.org  |  877.MY.METRO

Only $500 to open! 
Visit MetroCU.org or any Metro location.

Chelsea | Boston | Burlington | Dorchester | Framingham Lawrence | Lynn | Medford
Melrose | Newton | Peabody | Reading | Salem | Tewksbury | West Roxbury

GREAT RATE...
GUARANTEED!
Take advantage of our 
CD specials!

4.25

4.00%
APY*

%
APY*

12 Month 
CD Special

3, 6 or 9 Month 
CD Special

2022 ENCHANTED TROLLEY TOUR
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
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The 1982 Dom Savio 
High School football team 
celebrated its Division 4 
Super Bowl championship 
season at a 40th anniver-
sary luncheon Sunday at 
Anthony’s, Malden.

Led by co-coaches Bill 
Maradei and Reg Lan-
ciani, the Spartans were 
undefeated and nearly 
unscored upon during the 
regular season, allowing 
only one touchdown ver-
sus St. Mary’s in an 18-6 
victory. The Spartans also 
edged Don Bosco, 2-0, 
with a safety on the last 
play of the second game of 
that season at East Boston 
Stadium.

“Paul McGunigle 
sacked the Bosco quar-
terback for a safety and 
we won, 2-0, recalled 
Maradei, who was in his 
fourth season as coach. 

The Spartans went on to 
defeat Rockland, 14-12, in 
the Super Bowl at Boston 
University’s Nickerson 
Field. 

“Angelo Fantasia 
knocked down the two-
point conversion,” said 
Maradei, who served as 
Savio football coach for 
14 seasons, and went on to 
coach at Austin Prep, win-
ning three Super Bowls 
there.

Savio finished one of 
the greatest seasons in 
state football history with 
an 11-0 record.

“It’s unbelievable to 
see all these guys,” said 
Maradei, who was also 
a science teacher at the 
school which closed in 
1993. “All I know is that 
I was 29 years old when 
we won the Super Bowl, 

and I’m sitting here now 
and I’m 69 years old, so 
it’s just great to be here. It 
really is wonderful. Savio 
always was a special spirit 
in everything we did in all 
the sports and in the class-
room as well.”

Said Reg Lanciani, 
“Bill Maradei is one of 
great guys and great high 
school football coaches of 
all time. It’s wonderful be-
ing back after 40 years. A 
lot of these guys were tre-
mendous players and good 
students, and they’ve done 
well in life, and I’m hap-
py to see them. There 
were a lot of good players 
and coaches on that 1982 
team, and we have a lot of 
good memories.”

All-Scholastic defen-

sive end Joe Gaff, who 
is the current Malden 
Catholic head coach and 
an Everett Police officer, 
said the defense was “in-
credible” throughout the 
season. “Just to give up 
six points in the regular 
season and 12 to a great 
Rockland team is pretty 
impressive. It was a great 
year. Our senior class was 
a very tight group, and 
we get together every five 
years. We knew this was 
our 40th anniversary, and 
we got a great response 
from everybody.”

The coaches and play-
ers thanked starting full-
back Sean O’Toole, who 
was instrumental in orga-
nizing the 40th reunion 
luncheon.

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, THROUGH WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24TH 2022

Krakus Imported Polish Ham .......................$6.99/lb
Margherita Genoa Salami............................ $7.29/lb
Great Lakes American Cheese ...................$4.99/lb
Kayem Lean Corned Beef .......................... $11.99/lb
Margherita Boneless Prosciutto ...............$9.99/lb
Danielle Hot or Sweet Sopressata ............$9.99/lb
Hans Kissle Red Bliss Potato Salad ...............$4.99

Produce
Sweet & Juicy Clementine's  3 lb bag ............$3.99 
Tropical Hass Avocados .............................. 4/$5.00
Sweet & Golden Large Pineapples .................$2.99 
Fresh Italian Parsley ............................................ 99¢ 
Crisp Green Bell Peppers ............................$1.99/lb
Green Giant Baby Carrots .........................2/$3.00
Natures Finest All Purpose 
Russet Potatoes 5 lb bag ..............................$2.99

Bakery
8" Blueberry Pie ...................................................$6.99 
Kings Hawaiian Rolls ............................................$4.79 
Mini Chocolate Chip Cookies ..............................$4.99 
Assorted Scones .................................................$4.99 
7" Leonard's Italian Rum Cake ........................ $14.99 
&" Palermo Cannoli Cake ....................................$11.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops ...............$2.29/lb
Boneless Chicken Thighs ...............................$1.99/lb
Boneless Chicken Breast limit 3 pkgs .......$1.69/lb

Prime Rib Roast ............................................ $9.99/lb
Bone-In Rib Eye Steaks..............................$10.99/lb
Best Yet 31-40 ct Small Shrimp Ring ......... $8.99 
Kayem Polska Kielbasa ...................................... $4.99 
Oscar Meyer Bacon  16 oz ............................... $6.99

We will have 
Spiral Hams & Turkeys available

Family Pack SpecialsBird's Eye Steam Fresh Vegetables ........10/$10.00
Golden Medal Flour  5 lb bag ...........................2/$7.00

(ex: organic)
Duncan Hines Cake Mixes ...............................2/$3.00

(ex: Signature Varieties)
Starbucks Ground & Whole Bean 
Coffee  12 oz ..........................................................$8.99 
Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice  64 oz ............ 2/$5.00

(ex: 100%)
Knorr Rice or Pasta Side Dishes ................... 4/$5.00
Dole Canned Pineapple  20 oz ........................2/$3.00
Heinz Gravies  12 oz .......................................2/$4.00
Betty Crocker Potatoes .................................2/$3.00
Stove Top Stuffing ...........................................2/$4.00
Duncan Hines Frostings ..................................2/$4.00
Ronzoni Pasta ................................................... 4/$5.00

(ex: gluten free-super green-garden veggie)
Wishbone Salad Dressing  15 oz ..................2/$4.00
Hellmann's Mayonnaise ........................................$4.99 
Swanson's Canned Broth 14.5 oz ................ 4/$5.00
Prego Pasta Sauce ........................................... 2/$5.00
Eggo Waffles...................................................... 2/$5.00

(ex: thick & fluffy)
Cool Whip  8 oz..................................................2/$3.00
Southland Frozen Squash or Turnip ..............2/$4.00
Marie Callender Pies .............................................$5.99 
Delizza Eclairs .......................................................$4.99 
Pillsbury Crescent Rolls..................................2/$6.00
Kraft Cracker Barrel Cheese .......................... 2/$5.00

(ex: cracker cuts) 
Tropicana Orange Juice  52 oz .......................2/$7.00
Hood Sour Cream  16 oz ................................2/$3.00
Pillsbury Pie Crust ................................................$3.99

Offensive stars on Dom Savio’s 1982 Super Bowl champi-
onship team, Sean O’Toole, Brian McCarthy, Peter Milano, 
Louis Milano, and Bobby Gallotto.

Dom Savio High School coaches and captains of the 1982 Super Bowl championship 
team, from left, Robert DiGirolamo, captain Ron Torgersen, captain Tom Giuliotti, co-head 
coaches Bill Maradei and Reg Lanciani, captain Joe Gaff, Bill Powers, and Bob DeBonis.

Legendary football coach Bill Maradei holds the championship trophy in the company 
of the Dom Savio players and coaches who were part of the 1982 Division 4 Super Bowl 
championship team.

A photo of the undefeated 1982 Dom Savio High School football team.

Four juniors on the 1982 Dom Savio High School football 
team, Paul McGunigle, Mike Borzillo, Michael Holden, and 
Peter Caggiano.

Members of Dom Savio’s 1982 Division 4 Super Bowl cham-
pionship team, from left, Frank D’Agostino, Paul McGuni-
gle, Mike Borzillo, Peter Caggiano, and Mike Holden.

Brothers and teammates, Peter Caggiano and Mark Cag-
giano, pictured at the 40-year reunion of the 1982 Super 
Bowl champions.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

For a Founding Father,
he doesn’t know much about helping

a kid get a student loan.

Not everyone in the government knows everything
about the government. So when you need official info
about Social Security, getting a student loan, renewing
a driver’s license, or if you’re just checking your local
weather, go to FirstGov.gov. A monumental source of
useful information.

1982 SUPER BOWL CHAMPION DOM SAVIO FOOTBALL TEAM CELEBRATES ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

The Spartans’ 1982 Division 
4 Super Bowl championship 
plaque.
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National Parks of Bos-
ton hosted a commem-
orative service and a 
wreath-laying ceremony 
at the USS Constitution 
Museum and on the World 
War II-era destroyer USS 
Cassin Young to remem-
ber and honor those who 
perished in the attack on 
the U.S. Naval Base at 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 
The free three-part public 
program on Wednesday, 
December 7, was held in 
Charlestown Navy Yard, 
followed by an outdoor 
ceremony beside USS 
Cassin Young, and a re-
turn to the Museum for 
refreshments, generously 
sponsored by the Mayor’s 
Office of Veterans’ Ser-
vices. 

Participating in the 
ceremony was National 
Parks of Boston Superin-
tendent Michael Creasey, 
USS Constitution Mu-
seum President & CEO 
Anne Grimes Rand, USS 
Constitution Command-
er Billie J. Farrell, USN, 
Massachusetts Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs Cher-
yl Poppe, Boston Com-
missioner of Veterans’ 
Services Robert Santi-
ago, and other special 

guests including Kay Van 
Valkenburgh, great grand-
son of Captain Franklin 
Van Valkenburgh of USS 
Arizona. The program 
will include the USN Col-
or Guard and rifle and 
cannon salutes from both 
Cassin Young and Consti-
tution. The public will also 
be invited to participate 
in the Museum’s “50,000 
Letters of Gratitude” ini-
tiative to send letters of 
appreciation to veterans, 
active service members, 
and their families. 

USS Cassin Young 
was named for U.S. 
Navy Commander Cassin 
Young, recipient of the 
Medal of Honor for his 
distinguished and heroic 
actions during the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, which 
initiated the United States’ 
entry into World War II. 
As commanding officer 
of USS Vestal, which was 
moored to USS Arizo-
na, Comdr. Young took 
personal command of his 
ship’s three-inch antiair-
craft gun at the beginning 
of the attack. When the 
forward magazine of Ari-
zona was hit, Cmdr. Young 
was thrown overboard and 
incredibly swam back to 

his ship amidst burning 
oil on the water between 
the two ships. Despite 
the subsequent bombing 
of Vestral, Comdr. Young 
moved his ship away from 
Arizona to save the ship 
and countless lives. 

Cassin Young has sim-
ilarly served the country 
with distinction. It was 
built in San Pedro, Cali-
fornia, typical of the many 
Fletcher-class destroyers 
constructed in the Charles-
town Navy Yard during 
World War II.The ship 
was commissioned at the 
end of 1943 and first saw 
action in the Pacific The-
atre in 1944. It took part 
in the landings in the Phil-
ippines, rescued survivors 
from the stricken carrier 
USS Princeton, screened 
the American force that 
sank four Japanese carri-
ers in the battle of Cape 
Engano, and survived two 
separate kamikaze hits, 
one of which killed 21 
crew members. No strang-
er to Charlestown, the ship 
was recalled to service 
in 1951 and underwent 
modernization at the ship-
yard on several occasions 
during the next decade be-
fore finally hauling down 

her commissioning pen-
nant in 1960.“It is fitting 
that we remember this 
day aside Cassin Young 
at Charlestown Navy 
Yard, one of the first of six 
Navy Yards in the coun-
try,” said National Parks 
of Boston Superintendent 
Michael Creasey. “The 
National Park Service 
protects the Cassin Young 
and provides a home base 
for USS Constitution, to 
honor the service people 
of the United States Navy 
past and present, and pro-
vide current and future 
generations the opportu-
nity to forge meaningful 
connections to these na-
tional treasures and iconic 
cornerstones of the Amer-
ican story.”

The National Parks of 
Boston is a collection of 
three National Park Ser-
vice sites – Boston Na-
tional Historical Park, 
Boston African American 
National Historic Site, and 
Boston Harbor Islands 
National and State Park. 
Established by individual 
legislation and for desig-
nated purposes, the three 
units have come together 
under a unified organiza-
tional umbrella to collabo-

rate in ways that celebrate 
our cultural heritage, re-
connect people to history 
and nature, and provide 
outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities on land and on the 
water. For more informa-
tion, visit: nps.gov/bost, 
nps.gov/boaf, and boston-
harborislands.org. 

The USS Constitution 
Museum serves as the 
memory and educational 
voice of USS Constitution 
by offering award-win-
ning exhibits where all 
ages can have fun while 
learning and exploring 
history together. The Mu-
seum’s mission is to en-
gage visitors in the story 
of Constitution to spark 
excitement about mari-
time heritage, naval ser-
vice, and the American 
experience. The Museum 
is open seven days a week 
with a pay-what-you-wish 
admission policy, and the 
Virtual Museum is open 
24/7. The USS Consti-
tution Museum is a 2022 
winner in USA Today’s 
10Best Readers’ Choice in 
the “Best History Muse-
um” category and Boston 
Parents Paper’s Family 
Favorites in the “Historic 
Sites & Tours” and “Mu-

seums & Attractions” cat-
egories. For more infor-
mation, visit usscm.org. 

USS Constitution, 
America’s Ship of State, 
is the world’s oldest com-
missioned warship afloat 
and played a crucial role 
in the Barbary Wars and 
the War of 1812, actively 
defending sea lanes from 
1797 to 1855. USS Con-
stitution was undefeated 
in battle and destroyed or 
captured 33 opponents. 
The ship earned the nick-
name of Old Ironsides 
during the War of 1812 
when British cannonballs 
were seen bouncing off 
the ship’s wooden hull. 
The active-duty Sailors 
stationed aboard USS 
Constitution provide free 
tours and offer public 
visitation as they support 
the ship’s mission of pro-
moting the Navy’s history 
and maritime heritage and 
raising awareness of the 
importance of a sustained 
naval presence. For infor-
mation, visit www.navy.
mil/uss-constitution/. 
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971 Saratoga St., Orient HeightsEast Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
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LOVE WHERE
 YOU LIVE.

BLOCK8.LIVE

By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

See SUFFOLK Page 8

See HARBOR Page 2

See SUMMER Page 2

See YMCA Page 6

Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Canned tuna options 
have changed over the 
past few years, so we’ve 
decided to review some of 
your choices in the canned 
fish aisle. Many of us keep 
cans or jars of tuna on 
hand. This pantry-stable 
product is an excellent 
source of protein and can 
add essential nutrients like 
omega-3 fatty acids to 
your diet.

What’s in the 
Can or Jar?

There are several fac-
tors you should consider 
when choosing tuna. Start 
with a bit of label scruti-
ny. First, read the ingredi-
ents. We always like any 
processed food to have as 
few ingredients as possi-
ble. Our favorite canned 
tuna has just two ingre-
dients: Skipjack tuna and 
salt. Other ingredients that 
might be in a can of tuna 
are olive oil, water, vege-
table broth, vegetable oil, 
and soy. 

Two ingredients may 
signify that the tuna was 

only cooked once and 
should contain all the 
original omega-3 fatty 
acids. The government 
requires pressure cooking 
in the container for safe 
preservation. Some brands 
cook the tuna twice, and 
you lose some nutrition 
in the liquid left behind in 
the first round. Our choice 
puts raw tuna in the can 
and cooks it once. The fat 
and liquid in our can are 
all from the tuna. 

We choose Skipjack 
for lower levels of mer-
cury. The Environmental 
Defense Fund explains, 
“There are two main kinds 
of canned tuna: chunk light 
and solid or chunk white 
(albacore). All canned 
white tuna is albacore. Its 
mercury levels are almost 
three times higher than 
the smaller skipjack tuna, 
used in most canned light 
tuna products.”

Finally, other words in-
dicate that the tuna in the 
can is more sustainable 
and better for the environ-
ment. These are “pole or 
line caught,” and “dolphin 
and turtle safe,” “No Nets 

and No Long lines.” You 
may see certification from 
the Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) or choose 
a brand on the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium’s Seafood 
watch list.

Quick Meal Starters
Many tuna brands have 

added packets, cans, or 
jars of tuna with seasoning 
or vegetables to their line-
ups. These can turn a salad 
or a grain bowl into a meal 
in minutes. Since these are 
often single-serving sizes, 
you can try a few and add 
your favorites to your pan-
try. 

At the end of a long day, 
you might reflect on what 
you ate and decide you 
didn’t get enough protein. 
When this happens, we 
grab a can of Freshé Sicil-
ian Caponata or Provence 
Niçoise. You can have it 
with good bread, on top 
of a salad, or mixed with 
grains, legumes, or beans. 
We’ve added a few cans 
of these products to our 
emergency meal stash 
since canned tuna usually 
has an extended best-by 

date. Our current supply 
has a date in 2026.

Zippy Ingredients
Flavored tunas can add 

zip to favorite comfort 
foods like tuna salads, 
tuna noodle casseroles, 
tuna melts, tuna patties, 
pasta al tonno, and salade 
Niçoise. As with any pro-
cessed food, read the nu-
trition and ingredient in-
formation to decide if the 

calorie count, sodium lev-
el, and percentage of sat-
urated fat in these mixes 
are compatible with your 
family’s dietary needs and 
limitations.

As we all learn more to 
take better control of the 
food we eat, decisions re-
quire a bit more research. 
However, once you find a 
few products with flavor, 
nutrition, and sustainabil-
ity standards that meet 

your own, you can keep 
buying them. And, when 
you see something new, 
you’ll have a product that 
any new item will have to 
top to win a spot on your 
shopping list.

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

Fresh and Local

Canned Tuna: 101

For a quick lunch, it took minutes to pull the tab on a can of Sicilian Caponata with tuna 
and arrange it on a bowl of arugula.

Public program honors Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day at Charlestown Navy Yard

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
ORDER FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING
Docket No.
SU22W1669WD
Saisha Cruz
vs.
Francisco J.
Del Cid Diaz
Upon motion of plain-
tiff(s) for an order di-
recting the defendant(s), 
to appear, plead, or 
answer, in accordance 
with Mass.R.Civ.P./
Mass.R.Dom.Rel.P. Rule 
4, it appearing to the 
court that this is an 
action for Custody/
Support/Parenting Time 
filed on November 08, 
2022.
Defendant(s)/Re-
spondent(s)cannot be 

found within the Com-
monwealth and defen-
dant(s)/respondent(s) 
present whereabouts are 
unknown. P personal 
service on defendant is 
therefore not practical, 
and defendant(s)/
respondent(s) has/have 
not voluntarily appeared 
in this action.
It is Ordered that 
defendant is directed to 
appear, plead, answer, 
or otherwise move with 
respect to the complaint 
herein on or before 
January 05, 2023.
If you fail to do so this 
Court will proceed to a 
hearing and adjudication 
of this matter.
Date: 11/15/22
Hon. Brian. J. Dunn
Justice of Probate and 
Family Court

12/7/22
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND

FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU22C0065CA
In the matter of:
Franklin Gustavo
Gutierrez
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Franklin Gustavo 
Gutierrez of East Boston, 
MA requesting that the 
court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Franklin Gustavo Castillo
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at:Suffolk 
Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day 
of 12/29/2022. This 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 29, 
2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

12/07/22
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND 
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
Docket No.
SU20P2221

CITATION
William Kenney

To all interested persons:
A petition has been 
filed by:
Public Guardian Services
LLC 16 River Street, 
Braintree, MA 02184 
requesting WHEREFORE 
petitioner respectfully 
requests that this Honor-
able Court:
1. Scheduled a hearing 
for all interested persons 
to be heard;

2. Give notice of said 
hearing to all interested 
persons, allowing for 
ample time for each 
the interested person to 
clearly state their interest 
in disposing of the 
Premises;
3. Order all interested 
parties wishing to be 
heard at the hearing to 
submit to the Court at 
least fourteen (14) days 
prior to the hearing a 
written memorandum 
stating their position on 
the disposition of the 
Premises, clearly setting 
forth the reasons there-
fore and to serve each 
interested party with 
a copy of said written 
Memorandum.
4. Prior to the hearing 
appoint a Guardian Ad 
Litem to further investi-
gate the matters set forth 
in this Petition and to 
submit a written report 
with recommendations 
to the Court at least 
fourteen (14) prior to the 
scheduled hearing. The 
GAL shall provide a copy 
of the GAL‚Äôs report to 
each of the interested 

persons at least fourteen 
(14) days prior to the 
scheduled hearing.
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
December 22, 2022.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return date, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 21, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

12/07/22
EB
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A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 
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Call:
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Fax: 
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Lynn
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ChELsEa

East 
Boston
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APT FOR RENT

Fort Heath Apartments, 
Winthrop ‚Äì Ocean 
ViewOne-bedroom apart-
ments. Rent includes heat 
and hot water. HW floors. 
New kitchen.Amenities 
include pool, billiard 

room, exercise facility, and 
lounge. Non-smoking, non-
pet bldg., Steps to beach, 
minutes to Boston.CALL 
617-846-7300 to speak to 
Debra 12/21
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

All women over 40 should 
have a mammogram once 
a year. Breast cancer 
found early offers the best 
chance to be cured. Free 
or low cost mammograms 
are available. 

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®
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Mammograms 
Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should 

have a mammogram once a 

year. Breast cancer found 

early offers the best chance 

to be cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

For more information and 

answers to any of your cancer 

questions, contact us any time, 

day or night.

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org        1.800.ACS.2345

Hope.Progress.Answers.®

FAN GEAR BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
New Era 59Fifty fitted caps! Huge 
inventory of asst. 
Licensed, authentic apparel MLB, 
NFL, NBA, NHL etc. 
Bulk Buyers Only - email:
 testajoseph1@comcast.net
12/8
_______

Personal Care Attendant
Everett - Personal Care 
attendant needed. 3-7pm. 

Shifts available. Please call 
Susan 617-389-6190
12/14

HELP WANTED - PCA
Townhouse for rent, 6  rooms,3 bed-
room, 2 1/2 bath, fireplace, parking, 
close to Ashmont T station, available 
now. contact Derek McCarthy 
781-285-8028.

TOWNHOUSE 
FOR RENT

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

YOUR 
AD 

HERE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

PLASTERING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

1 col. x  
2 inches

Advertise for 3 months 
for only:

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE
CALL 781-485-0588 OR EMAIL DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Please 
recycle 

this news 
paper

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Northeast Women in 
Public Finance (NEWPF) 
along with the Bond Buyer 
will present State Treasur-
er Deborah B. Goldberg 
with the Freda Johnson 
Award at the Bond Buy-
er’s Annual Deal of the 
Year Awards ceremony in 
New York City on Decem-
ber 6, 2022.

The Freda Johnson 
Award has been created in 
honor of NEWPF Found-
ing Board Member Freda 
Johnson, whose highly 
successful career in pub-
lic finance has been an in-
spiration to many people, 
particularly women in the 
industry.  

The award recognizes 
a woman serving or who 
has served in a position 
for a public or non-prof-
it issuer who exemplifies 
the qualities that Johnson 
brought to the financial 
industry as a trailblaz-
er, leader, innovator, and 
mentor.

“Treasurer Deborah 
Goldberg is dedicated to 
improving the lives of the 
citizens of Massachusetts 
through both her public 
position and her non-prof-
it work,” said Freda John-
son. “She is a dynamo, a 
role model, and an out-
standing mentor to wom-
en.”

Since taking office in 
2015, Treasurer Goldberg 
has brought an innovative 
leadership style, and an 
unwavering commitment 
to create opportunities for 
every Massachusetts res-
ident. Her initiatives and 
programs have supported 
and advocated for poli-
cies that advance effective 
strategies and foster long-
term, sustained growth 

and stability for everyone.
“The Treasurer has 

demonstrated a commit-
ment not only to public 
finance, but also to the 
women within it,” said 
Vivian Altman, Manag-
ing Director of Northeast 
Women in Public Finance. 
“For her pioneering work 
and a highly accomplished 
career in public finance, 
for her unwavering ded-
ication to diversity and 
supporting, promoting, 
and developing women in 
the industry, Massachu-
setts Treasurer Deborah 
Goldberg embodies all 
the qualities of the Freda 
Johnson Award. It is with 
the greatest esteem that 
we award her the 2022 
Freda Johnson Public Sec-
tor Award.”

In 2016, the Treasur-
er started the Women + 
Finance Fellowship, the 
first fellowship of its kind 
sponsored by a govern-
ment organization. Under-
standing the importance 
of building a network 
and pipeline, the Treasur-
er wanted to identify and 
foster diverse talent for the 
financial industry, and ad-
vocate for the placement 
of women and non-binary 
people in leadership roles.

“To receive an award 
named after someone 
who was a tremendous 
trailblazer and overcame 
incredible barriers is an 
unbelievable honor,” said 
State Treasurer Debo-
rah B. Goldberg. “Freda 
exemplifies everything 
about staying the course, 
persevering, hanging in 
there, and then succeed-
ing. So being awarded the 
Freda Johnson award is 
thrilling.”

In her first year in of-
fice, Senator Lydia Ed-
wards worked with her 
colleagues in the House, 
and with Senate leader-
ship to secure over $2 mil-
lion of funding for hous-
ing support programs, 
open space, homelessness 
response and prevention, 
public safety, and legal 
services. “This year I 
was proud to secure over 
$2 Million for import-
ant community projects 
across the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex District. This 
year the Commonwealth 
has a massive infusion of 
federal funds from ARPA 
& COVID relief, and in-
creased tax revenue. We 
must take full advantage 
of this surplus and rein-
vest in our communities” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston).   

This session Sen. Ed-
wards has secured over $1 
Million in direct funding 
for water transportation. 
$1 Million to fund regional 
a ferry service connecting 
Winthrop, Lynn, Quincy, 
East Boston and Boston as 
mitigation resulting from 
the renovation of the Bos-
ton Harbor Tunnels. 

“This session I have 
worked with a bipartisan 
group of my Senate col-
leagues, and Senate lead-
ership to secure millions 
of dollars of funding for 
ferry programs across our 
district. A robust ferry 
system is more important 
than ever, as we recover 
from the pandemic, with 
Sumner Tunnel construc-
tion, the housing crunch, 
and issues with the MBTA. 
Moreover, rising housing 
costs in Boston are push-
ing people and families to 
look for housing further 

from the urban hub, we 
must have effective transit 
options for people moving 
to the North and South 
shores.” said Senator Lyd-
ia Edwards (D-Boston).

In the budget, Sena-
tor Edwards also secured 
$50,000 for the Brazilian 
Worker Center, which 
works to protect the rights 
of Brazilian immigrants, 
and domestic workers, and 
$50,000 for the Friends of 
the Belle Isle Marsh, and 
$200,000 for the Possible 
Zone which offers pro-
gramming to youth that 
builds entrepreneurial 
skills. 

In the Economic Devel-
opment bill Senator Ed-
wards secured $100,000 
for Citizens’ Housing and 
Planning Association, Inc. 
to support programming 
which combats racial dis-
crimination in housing 
in the Commonwealth. 
The Senator also secured 
$200,000 for Massachu-
setts Association of Com-
munity Development 
Corporations for outreach, 
resource creation and pi-
lot programs to encourage 
fiscally sound, innovative 
methods to stop the dis-
placement of small busi-
nesses and tenants. 

Sen. Edwards also 
secured an additional 
$200,000 for the Hugh 
O’Donnell Elementary 
School for a playground, 
and outdoor space im-
provements, space for free 
concerts in the Economic 
Development Bill. 

In the FY23 Budget the 
Senator secured $50,000 
for East Boston High 
School’s implementation 
of their BAM Youth Guid-
ance Program.

Goldberg receives the 
Freda Johnson Award

Edwards secures state funding 
money for community projects

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SO
LD

SUN TRANSCRIPT

Firs
t in Sail

East Boston
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Home To The Je
t

For 
Advertising 

Rates, 
Call 

617-884-2416
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To place a memoriam 
in the Times Free 
Press, please call 
781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Barbara B. DeFran-
zo Walsh of East Boston 
passed away on Decem-
ber 4. 

Barbara was a past 
member of the Ladies 
Annex VFW, past presi-
dent of the Mottolo Post 
and 35 year employee of 
the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts for over 
35 years. Barbara was an 
avid animal lover, she en-
joyed being around all her 
pets over the years.

The beloved wife for 
over 55 years of the late 
Edward “Buddy” Walsh, 
she was the dear sister 
of the late Celeste Mei, 

Louis, Gerard and Roc-
co DeFranzo and is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces and nephews. 

Family and friends will 
honor Barbara’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, Ori-
ent Heights, East Boston 
on Sunday, December 11 
from 12 to 2 p.m. A prayer 
service will be held at 2 
p.m. in our serenity chap-
el celebrating Barbara’s 
life. All other services are 
private. 

To leave an online con-
dolence, visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Barbara Walsh
Retiree of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts and 
past president of the Mottolo Post

National Grid recommends home preparations ahead of winter
With colder weather and 

storm season approaching, 
including the likelihood of 
rain and strong winds lat-
er today, National Grid is 
encouraging customers to 
proactively prepare their 
homes and businesses for 
the weeks and months 
ahead.

Every day, National 
Grid works to ensure that 
customers receive the 
safest and most reliable 
energy service possible. 
National Grid has secured 
sufficient natural gas sup-
plies to keep customers 
warm this winter, and is 
continuously inspecting, 
investing in, and upgrad-
ing critical infrastructure, 
performing vegetation 
management services to 
keep power lines clear of 
obstructions, and prepar-
ing our crews to respond 
to major weather events.

In 2021, National Grid 
made more than $800 mil-
lion in infrastructure and 
related investments across 
Massachusetts, including 
work that upgraded and 
secured critical facilities 
that help power and heat 
homes and businesses. 
These investments along 
with other efforts have 
resulted in National Grid 
having strong system per-
formance so far in 2022, 

with our electric network 
operating at 99.995 avail-
ability -- a nearly 7 percent 
improvement over 2021 – 
providing customers with 
reliable electric service 
day-in and day-out.

“As we head into the 
late fall and begin winter, 
the chance for inclem-
ent weather to potentially 
impact our customers in 
Massachusetts is great-
ly increased,” said Tanya 
Moniz-Witten, Vice Presi-
dent of New England Elec-
tric Operations. “Ahead of 
storm season, we recom-
mend all our customers 
make sure they are pre-
pared in case of outages in 
their area. National Grid 
takes steps throughout the 
year to make our system 
more resilient, but major 
storms can cause signifi-
cant damage. In the event 
of a power outage, our 
crews and support teams 
will be ready and work-
ing for as long as needed 
to safely restore service as 
quickly as possible.”

Winter will also mean 
higher electric and gas 
bills. National Grid recog-
nizes increased bills will 
pose challenges for many 
customers. In September, 
the company launched its 
Winter Customer Savings 
Initiative, which is de-

signed to help customers 
reduce their energy use 
and lower energy costs, 
manage their energy bills 
and payments, and help 
them secure available 
energy assistance if they 
need it. More information 
about the initiative can be 
found at ngrid.com/here-
tohelp.

Before inclement 
weather brings challeng-
es to the region, National 
Grid is offering customers 
the following tips and re-
minders:

Stay Safe:
• People who depend on 

electric-powered life sup-
port equipment, such as a 
respirator, should let Na-
tional Grid know. To reg-
ister as a life support cus-
tomer, call the company’s 
Customer Service Center 
at 1-800-322-3223. News 
Release

National Grid Recom-
mend s Home Prepara-
tions Ahead of Winter

National Grid is offer-
ing customers tips to make 
sure they are prepared for 
storm season

Prepare your home:
• Customers with gen-

erators are encouraged to 
conduct regular mainte-
nance checks to ensure 
the generator is operating 
safely.

• If applicable, schedule 
a home’s furnace tune-up 
to ensure it is in proper 
working order, and ensure 
it and any water heaters 
are properly vented.

• Test smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors and 
change the batteries every 
year.

• Remove dead or rot-
ting branches on trees.

• Schedule a free Mass 
Save home energy as-
sessment to learn ways 
to reduce winter energy 
use. Call 888-774-3167 to 
schedule an appointment.

Prepare a winter emer-
gency kit in the event of a 
major storm with the fol-
lowing items:

• Water – the American 
Red Cross recommends 
one gallon of water per 
person per day.

• Food – at least a three-
day supply of non-per-
ishable food, plus a can 
opener.

• Battery-powered or 
hand crank radio.

• Flashlight and extra 
batteries.

• First-aid kit.
• Moist towelettes, gar-

bage bags and plastic ties 
for personal sanitation.

• Personal hygiene sup-
plies.

• Extra cash.
• Cell phone with char-

gers.
• Emergency contact 

numbers.
Other items to consider 

may be found on the Na-
tional Grid website here.

Customers Should Stay 
Connected:

• Report power outag-
es at www.nationalgridus.
com or call 1-800-465-
1212.

• Use a mobile device to 
track outage information 
and storm-related safe-
ty tips through National 
Grid’s mobile site acces-
sible at www.ngrid.com/
mobile.

• Like National Grid 
on Facebook and follow 
on Twitter and Instagram; 
National Grid posts all 
the latest storm and resto-
ration updates.

• Track outages and es-
timated restoration times 
at www.nationalgridus.
com/outage-central.

• Make sure National 
Grid has updated email 
addresses and phone num-
bers on file. Update con-
tact information at ngrid.
com. Click on sign in/reg-
ister.

• To stay connected 
during storms and outag-
es, text to 64743 using any 
of the below commands.

o REG to sign up for 
text alerts

o OUT to report an out-
age

o SUM followed by 
your town, county, or state 
to get a summary of outag-
es in your area

o HELP for the full list 
of commands

Additional safety in-
formation may be found 
at https://www.national-
gridus.com/MA-Home/
Storm-Safety/

About National Grid 
About National Grid: Na-
tional Grid (NYSE: NGG) 
is an electricity, natural 
gas, and clean energy 
delivery company serv-
ing more than 20 million 
people through our net-
works in New York and 
Massachusetts. National 
Grid is focused on build-
ing a path to a more af-
fordable, reliable clean 
energy future through our 
fossil-free vision. Nation-
al Grid is transforming 
our electricity and natural 
gas networks with smart-
er, cleaner, and more re-
silient energy solutions to 
meet the goal of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

For more information, 
please visit our website, 
follow us on Twitter, 
watch us on YouTube, like 
us on Facebook and find 
our photos on Instagram

The Postal Service is 
keeping up the pace as the 
hustle and bustle of the 
holiday season gains mo-
mentum. To ensure cus-
tomers get their holiday 
packages on time, our let-
ter carriers will be deliv-
ering as early as 6:00 a.m. 
in many major metro loca-
tions across the country. 
So, if you hear the sounds 
of an early morning pack-
age delivery, please know 
it’s our way of helping 
Santa get an early start.

This month, our carri-
ers will be out delivering 
in the early mornings in 
many communities. To 
help keep your letter carri-
er safe, we ask you to keep 
your porch light on, espe-
cially if you notice mail 
has not yet been delivered.

We have prepared all 
year to deliver certainty 
and continuity this holi-
day, and that means start-
ing early in the morning.

Tips for a successful 
holiday mailing and ship-
ping season:

 • Use free Priority Mail 
Flat Rate boxes. They are 
available at Post Office lo-

cations or online at usps.
com/freeboxes.

• Make it easy with the 
Click-N-Ship feature. You 
can create shipping labels 
and pay for postage online 
at usps.com/ship.

• Schedule a free Pack-
age Pickup when the car-
rier delivers your mail. 
It’s free, regardless of the 
number of packages. Pick-
ups can be scheduled at 
usps.com/pickup.

• Mail and packages 
that weigh more than 10 
ounces or are more than 
a half-inch thick and use 
stamps as postage cannot 
be dropped into a collec-
tion box or left for a car-
rier to pick up. Instead, 
take them to a local Post 
Office.

• Sign up for Informed 
Delivery. Keep an eye on 
your deliveries by regis-
tering at informeddeliv-
ery.usps.com to see what 
packages are enroute and 
to receive daily emails 
showing what mail will be 
delivered.

• Monitor your front 
door. If you have a home 
security camera system, 

ensure it captures and 
saves activity at your front 
door and mailbox. If you 
catch any mail thieves 
in the act, save the video 
and alert your local Postal 
Inspectors. Video surveil-
lance goes a long way in 
preventing crimes and 
catching the bad guys. 
You can reach the U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service 
at 877-876-2455.

• Don’t leave delivered 
mail and packages unat-
tended. Just as wallets and 
purses shouldn’t be left 
on the front seat of an un-
locked car overnight, mail 
and packages shouldn’t be 
left uncollected in mail-
boxes or on front porches 
for any length of time.

2022 Holiday Shipping 
Deadlines

The Postal Service 
recommends the follow-
ing mailing and shipping 
deadlines for expected 
delivery by Dec. 25 to do-
mestic addresses and Air/
Army Post Office/Fleet 
Post Office/Diplomatic 
Post Office (APO/FPO/
DPO) addresses*:

 • Dec. 9   — APO/FPO/

DPO (all ZIP Codes) Pri-
ority Mail and First-Class 
Mail

• Dec. 16 — APO/FPO/
DPO (except ZIP Code 
093) USPS Priority Mail 
Express Military service

• Dec. 17 — USPS Re-
tail Ground service

• Dec. 17 — First-Class 
Mail service (including 
greeting cards)

• Dec. 17 — First-Class 
packages (up to 15.99 
ounces)

• Dec. 19 — Priority 
Mail service

• Dec. 23 — Priority 
Mail Express* service

Additional news and 
information, including all 
domestic, international 
and military mailing and 
shipping deadlines, and 
tips to keep mail safe can 
be found on the Postal Ser-
vice Holiday Newsroom 
at usps.com/holidaynews.

The Postal Service re-
ceives no tax dollars for 
operating expenses and 
relies on the sale of post-
age, products and services 
to fund its operations.

Postal Service changes delivery times for holiday season

Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Massachusetts kicks-off 
the 2023 Girl Scout Cook-
ie season as Girl Scouts 
and their troops rally the 
community to support the 
world’s largest entrepre-
neurial program for girls. 
The annual cookie pro-
gram will run through Fri-
day, March 10th.  

Consumers can support 
their local Girl Scouts 
by purchasing their fa-
vorite varieties including 
Thin Mints®, Caramel 
deLites®, Peanut But-
ter Patties®, Adventure-
fuls™, Peanut Butter 
Sandwich, Lemonades™, 
Trefoil®, Caramel Choc-
olate Chip Cookie (glu-
ten-free and peanut-free) 
and Toast-Yay!™. 

In addition to every-
one’s quintessential favor-
ites, Girl Scouts has a new, 
online exclusive cookie, 
Raspberry Rally, which 
is a thin crispy cookie in-
fused with raspberry flavor 
and dipped in the same de-
licious chocolaty coating 
as the beloved Thin Mints 
cookies. This new cook-

ie will be the first in the 
Girl Scout Cookie lineup 
to be exclusively offered 
for online sale and direct 
shipment only, enhancing 
girls’ e-commerce sales 
and entrepreneurial skills.

“The Girl Scouts Cook-
ie Program is iconic in 
developing future women 
entrepreneurs. I have heard 
many times from women 
that their first experience 
in sales was through Girl 
Scouts,” stated Girl Scouts 
of Eastern Massachusetts 
CEO Barbara Fortier. “As 
we enter what I think is the 
greatest time of year, I en-
courage people to remem-
ber that when you are pur-
chasing a box of cookies, 
they are not only delicious 
but you are supporting a 
future entrepreneur.”

The Girl Scout Cook-
ie Program is the world’s 
largest entrepreneurial 
program for girls. Girl 
Scouts’ newly updated 
Financial Literacy badg-
es offer entrepreneurial 
playbooks for every age 
level. From the Cookie 
Goal Setter badge earned 

as a Daisy to the Entrepre-
neur Accelerator for girls 
in high school, the Girl 
Scout Cookie Program 
teaches girls financial lit-
eracy, planning, budget-
ing, teamwork, innovative 
thinking, and confident de-
cision making. 

Girl Scout Cookies are 
$5 per package. There are 
many ways to support the 
Girl Scout Cookie pro-
gram this season: 

• If you don’t know a 
Girl Scout, visit gsema.
org/buycookies to find 
a cookie booth (pop-up 
shop) near you to purchase 
cookies from a local Girl 
Scout troop, or to connect 
with a local troop’s online 
cookie shop to purchase 
cookies for a donation or 
shipment.

• If you know a regis-
tered Girl Scout, reach out 
to them to find out how 
they’re selling cookies. 

• Customers can make 
a purchase in-person or 
online and designate their 
purchase for donation to 
Cookies for a Cause to 
benefit first responders and 

healthcare professionals, 
the military and veterans’ 
services organizations, 
local food pantries, and 
more.

• Visit www.gsema.org 
to have Girl Scout cookies 
shipped directly to your 
door. GSEMA will cover 
50% of customers’ ship-
ping costs for all online 
Direct Ship orders of nine 
packages or more from 
February 1 – March 10. 

Girls in grades K–12 
can join Girl Scouts any 
time during the year to 
begin their Girl Scout 
journey. As girls grow 
with Girl Scouts, they 
learn hands-on leadership 
skills they’ll use to make 
their mark through the 
Gold Award and beyond. 
To join or volunteer, visit 
www.gsema.org. 

For more information 
on Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Massachusetts, please visit 
www.gsema.org, or follow 
their social media chan-
nels, Instagram, Facebook, 
and LinkedIn, for the lat-
est updates on the organi-
zation.

Girl Scouts in eastern Mass. are now selling Girl Scout Cookies



Page 12 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, December 7, 2022

FAIR HOUSING 
PLAN BEGINS

CHELSEA - A new fair 
housing plan in the city 
aims to address housing 
discrimination and help 
identify needs and barri-
ers to fair and affordable 
housing, and establish 
goals and strategies to 
break down those barriers.

The city’s Department 
of Housing and Communi-
ty Development is spear-
heading the effort, with 
funding from the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development’s Commu-
nity Development Block 
Grant Program and the 
Metropolitan Area Plan-
ning Council. The com-
munity development 
department will work in 
collaboration with resi-
dents, housing agencies, 
and community based or-
ganizations to make the 
plan a reality.

Housing discrimination 
and affordability has been 
a major priority for many 
city departments and or-
ganizations over the past 
several years, and an eq-
uitable fair housing plan 
was set as a major prior-
ity of the Chelsea Young 
Adult Alliance and Chel-
sea Black Community.

“We are pleased to an-
nounce the Fair Housing 
Plan, the results of an in-
valuable partnership with 
the Chelsea Young Adult 
Alliance and Chelsea 
Black Community,” said 
Alex Train, Director of 
Housing and Community 
Development. “Against 
a backdrop of a housing 
crisis affecting residents 
across the community, the 
city is committed to ar-
dently defending against 
discrimination of protect-
ed classes, to ensure all 
Chelsea residents have ac-
cess to affordable and safe 

housing.”
Train added that the 

plan will encompass sub-
stantial community input 
and help guide invest-
ments in affordable hous-
ing, community develop-
ment, housing stability, 
and social services.

An advisory committee 
of residents, local housing 
specialists, and commu-
nity based organizations 
held its first meeting ear-
lier this month and will 
meet again in December. 
Additional focus groups, 
interviews, events, and 
meetings will be part of 
the community process

“Community engage-
ment is fundamental in this 
project,” said Housing and 
Community Development 
Manager Erica McCarthy. 
“New and long-stand-
ing residents experience 
various housing realities. 
Folks with disabilities, 
seniors, children, teens, 
and families have unique 
housing needs.”

Once complete the Fair 
Housing Plan will offer a 
roadmap for the city and 
partner agencies to tackle 
entrenched barriers to fair 
housing.

“While we as a society 
have collectively navigat-
ed our way through a pan-
demic, one of the emerging 
impacts has been an even 
wider economic disparity 
in our communities,” said 
Candace Perez, the city’s 
Diversity, Equity, and In-
clusion officer. “The in-
security of our economy 
is felt in all levels of our 
society, and this disparity 
is even more apparent in 
the space of housing and 
equitable opportunities 
for a safe, affordable place 
to live. The City’s Fair 
Housing Plan Initiative is 
focused on not only iden-
tifying the mitigating fac-
tors of housing inequality, 

but also advocating for the 
substantial allotment of 
quality housing develop-
ments in Chelsea and in 
our communities beyond.”

She added that the De-
partment of Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion is a 
collaborator and partner 
in this endeavor, ensuring 
that all residents - regard-
less of their socioeconom-
ic status - have access to 
obtaining equitable, af-
fordable housing.

It’s anticipated that the 
plan will be completed 
by next summer. Anyone 
with input or questions 
can contact McCarthy at 
(617) 466-4197.

COUNCIL 
REMEMBERS 
RICHARD SASSO

EVERETT - The Ever-
ett City Council honored 
the late Richard Sasso 
with a moment of silence 
at Monday’s Council 
meeting.

Mr. Sasso, who owned 
and operated the 8/10 
Bar and Grille on Nor-
wood Street for the past 
16 years, died on Nov. 25.  
He was 62 years old.

“He was a wonder-
ful man,” said Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky. “Ev-
erybody knows what a 
great restaurant it is, with 
great food and great em-
ployees. And he was one 
nice guy.”

Matewsky said that 
Mr. Sasso worked hard to 
build a successful business 
in Everett. “He opened a 
business here. He bought 
the building after opening 
the restaurant. His father, 
Attorney Joseph Sasso, is 
a former alderman in this 
city.”

Councilor Al Lattanzi 
recalled his strong friend-
ship with Richard Sasso.

“Richie and I were great 

friends – the last couple of 
years we got even closer 
when he had some issues 
with his health,” said Lat-
tanzi. “I used to call him 
all the time and check on 
him. My wife told me on 
Saturday morning that he 
had passed. I was in shock. 
Tears came to my eyes. He 
was such a nice guy. I’m 
going to miss him a lot. 
His dad and his mother are 
great people. I’ve been to 
their house.

“Richie had that won-
derful restaurant on Nor-
wood Street,” continued 
Lattanzi. “It was a gath-
ering place for most of 
the Council. His dad was 
a councilor in 1963-1964. 
Richie will be sorely 
missed. He was a great 
friend and I’m just broken 
hearted.”

REV. SIMPSON 
RECOGNIZED FOR 
SERVICE

LYNN - On November 
10, 2022 the Reverend 
Bill Simpson, a member 
of the Lynn Rotary Club, 
was recognized as a Com-
munity Hero at a ceremo-
ny held at the Danversport 
Yacht Club.  Several other 
Rotarians were also rec-
ognized at the ceremony 
attended by approximate-
ly 250.

Reverend Bill Simpson, 
soon to be 98 years old, 
was a Pastor of Bethany 
United Church of Christ 
of Lynn for 40 years.  Af-
ter officially retiring from 
active ministering, he was 
a volunteer pastor at the 
First Church Congrega-
tional in Swampscott.   He 
was an ordained minis-
ter for over 60 years.  He 
has been married for 39 
years to Margaret, better 
known as Peg.  He was 
born in Maryland in the 
mid 1920’s and raised on a 
farm.  He has a son Timo-
thy as well as three grand-
children. 

In 1995, the Rotary 
Club of Lynn honored one 
of their own members, the 
Reverend William Simp-
son, for his contributions 
to the community and for 
his support for Rotary 
causes over many years.  
Reverend Simpson was 
an honorary member of 
the Rotary Club of Edin-
burgh, Scotland in 1952-
53, and joined the Lynn 
Rotary Club in 1983.  In 
his nearly 40 years of 
membership, Reverend 
Simpson was known as a 
true Rotarian who lived 
the principle of “Service 
Above Self”.  He was 
the Program Committee 
Chairman, and participat-
ed in many Rotary activi-
ties over the years.  He has 
been a strong supporter of 
Camp Rotary, a member 
of its Board, and helped 

each year in helping to 
identify local youths as 
camp participants in need 
of scholarship help.   He 
was a youth counsellor 
in public schools in Lynn 
and Lynnfield for several 
years.

Reverend Bill con-
sistently volunteered to 
serve at My Brother’s Ta-
ble well into his 90’s.  He 
worked shoulder to shoul-
der with members 30 and 
40 years younger than 
him.   Bill was a regular 
volunteer at the monthly 
Catholic Charities food 
distribution.  Unfortunate-
ly, Covid put a temporary 
stop to both of those ac-
tivities.  During the period 
when My Brother’s Table 
could not have volunteers 
inside, Bill and Peg made 
hundreds of PB&J’s at 
home for delivery to the 
“Table” numerous times.   

In September 2022, he 
reached out to a member 
of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society to assist a woman 
with an urgent food need 
and in need of emergency 
funds for a dental proce-
dure.  In the summer of 
2021 he provided person-
al funds to a woman so 
she could have an old RV 
towed from NH to Lynn 
for a place to call home for 
several months.

Those are only a couple 
examples of people reach-
ing out to the “Reverend” 
for assistance.  They knew 
that he was a person one 
could reach out to for help.

He is truly a Hero of the 
Community!  The photo 
shows Bill at My Broth-
er’s Table shortly before 
Covid shut things down.

TAX BILLS TO 
REMAIN FLAT

REVERE - Revere 
homeowners will see their 
property tax bills stay fair-
ly even in the next fiscal 
year.

The City Council ap-
proved the minimum res-
idential tax factor, a vote 
that shifts the burden of 
property taxes to commer-
cial property owners.

“That allows us to 
shift the tax rate 175 per-
cent onto the commercial 
(property),” said Chief 
Assessor Dana Brangi-
forte. “Doing so allows us 
to adopt the lowest resi-
dential tax rate possible.”

With the tax shift ap-
proved, the state’s Depart-
ment of Revenue still has 
to approve the project tax 
rate. 

It’s expected that the 
residential tax rate for 
FY23 will be $9.51 per 
$1,000 of valuation, while 
the commercial rate would 
be set at $18.98.

Also taken into account 
in the amount residents 
will pay on their tax bill is 

the valuation of the prop-
erties.

“Single family homes, 
value wise, were up 
around 10 percent,” said 
Brangiforte. 

With the proposed 
tax rate, the average sin-
gle-family homeowner 
in Revere will see an in-
crease on their tax bill of 
$33 for FY23. The aver-
age single-family home 
value in the city is about 
$473,000.

“Some will pay more 
and some less, but on av-
erage, it is not a substan-
tial increase,” Brangiforte 
said.

Condominium own-
ers can expect to see a 
decrease in their bills of 
about $40 on average, 
and owners of two-family 
homes a decrease of about 
$20. The average tax bill 
on three-family homes 
will increase by about $90, 
according to Brangiforte.

On the commercial 
side, he said property 
owners can expect to see 
a 14 percent increase in 
the tax bill, although he 
said that increase is more 
dependent on the size of 
the property, with owners 
of smaller businesses and 
properties likely not see-
ing as large of a hike.

Brangiforte also 
touched on the total 
amount of money the city 
can raise through proper-
ty taxes in FY23, noting 
there was about $3 million 
of new growth, raising 
the levy limit from about 
$102 million last year to 
$107,656,000 in FY23. 
Under state law, the city 
can increase the levy limit 
by 21/2 percent per year, 
and then add in the new 
growth.

Growth is anything that 
is subject to new taxation 
for the first time, from new 
building to renovations.

There was about $1 
million in residential new 
growth for FY23, with 
the main drivers being de-
velopment at 656 Ocean 
Ave., the old G&J towing 
site on Whitin Avenue, 
257 Washington Ave., and 
the planned residential de-
velopment at the Suffolk 
Downs property.

Commercial new 
growth nearly doubled the 
residential growth at about 
$2 million, with the the 
major parcels being the 
commercial development 
at Suffolk Downs, the new 
Amazon facility on Squire 
Road, and a new hotel at 
400 Ocean Ave.

LETTERIE’S NOTES 
20th ANNIVERSARY

WINTHROP - Let-
terie’s Italian Market in 
Winthrop Center is cele-
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By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-
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     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)

Beacon Hill Times(8700)

The Boston Sun(14000) 

Regional Review(3500) 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge(7300)

Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 

Mission Hill Gazette(7000)

Your 
Ad Here!

8 week
minimum
per calendar

year

[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800

PHOTO BY BOB MARRA

Winthrop fans and players celebrate the return of the Kiwanis International Trophy signi-
fying the winner of the Thanksgiving Day game with rival Revere.

FEEDING THE HOMETOWN CROWD
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Region // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Independent 
Newspaper 

Group would 
love to share 

your 
Christmas 

photos, Past 
or Present

Tis the Season to 
share your family’s 
Christmas photos

Email your photos to 
promo@reverejournal.com

Please include which paper you want 
to be published in & the name(s) of individuals pictured

✶

Published in the East Boston Times, Revere Journal, Everett 
Independent, Chelsea Record, Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn 

Journal and Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT PHOTOS TO BE PUBLISHED

FRI. DEC. 16th WEDS. DEC. 21st

THURS. DEC. 22nd

brating its 20th anniversa-
ry under the ownership of 
Jim Letterie.

The current president of 
the Winthrop Town Coun-
cil, Letterie spoke about 
the history of his store.

“The store’s been in 
Winthrop since 1956 with 
the Abbatessa’s (formerly 
Terrie’s Food Mart),” not-
ed Letterie. “I bought it in 
2002 and we’re celebrat-
ing the 20th anniversary 
this month. It’s been an 
incredible opportunity for 
my family and me.”

Letterie’s has been a 
popular lunch-time desti-
nation for Winthrop fami-
lies throughout the store’s 
history.

“I think what I get the 
most enjoyment out of 
is to see a whole genera-
tion of kids come through 
the store,” said Letterie. 
“Basically, when I start-
ed, they were just born 
and now they’ve gradu-
ated from college. To see 
a whole generation of 
children grow up, it’s re-
ally special. Winthrop is a 
unique town and a special 
place. And as I like to tell 
everybody, it’s just a great 
place to live, work, and 
raise a family.”

Letterie’s has a wide 
variety of specialties and 
submarine sandwiches, 
with the Italian and “Fig-
glesworth” subs topping 

the list of favorites. As 
the Letterie’s Italian Mar-
ket website proudly pro-
claims, the store is known 
for “its continued tradi-
tion of quality cold cuts 
sliced to order, its famous 
in-store roast beef, the 
tremendous line of subs, 
wraps, and salads all made 
to order, and its increas-
ingly popular catering 
business featuring Italian 
specialties, homemade 
calzones, and our signa-
ture wrap platters, along 
with custom-made subs 
up to eight feet in length.”

Letterie has served in 
town government for 17 
years. He is entering his 
second year as council 
president.

Jim’s wife, Dawn Let-
terie, has been a Win-
throp schoolteacher for 35 
years. Their son, Jake, is a 
2020 graduate of George 
Washington University 
and now lives and works 
in the nation’s capital. 
Their daughter, Jenna Let-
terie, is a senior at Middle-
bury College, where she is 
the captain of the reigning 
NCAA Division 3 nation-
al championship wom-
en’s ice hockey team. The 
team was undefeated in 
the 2021-22 season. “That 
was an incredible expe-
rience and she’s now the 
captain of this year’s team 
hoping to defend the title.”

Letterie said he was 
grateful for the residents’ 
support and patronage of 
his business over the past 
two decades.

“I can’t thank the resi-
dents of Winthrop enough 
for their patronage over 
the past 20 years and all 
the employees who have 
worked at the store. I 
would be remiss if I did 
not mention the Abbates-
sas for their 40-plus years 
owning the former Terrie’s 
and laying the foundation 
that I could build upon,” 
said Letterie.

Rep. Turco offers
his congratulations
State Rep. Jeff Turco is 

among the many residents 
who have stopped by the 
store to offer their con-
gratulations to the busi-
ness owner and long-time 
member of the Winthrop 
Chamber of Commerce.

“It is with great honor 
that I congratulate Let-
terie’s Italian Market on 
their 20th Anniversary. 
They have graciously fed 
the people of Winthrop 
delectable Italian food for 
two decades. It is always 
a pleasure celebrating the 
success of small business-
es in Winthrop. Congratu-
lations and to many more 
years of achievement 
serving the great commu-
nity of Winthrop,” said 
Rep. Turco.

Casting and production 
announcements for Bos-
ton Lyric Opera’s (BLO) 
spring 2023 performances 
are being released today, 
including performers in 
BLO’s premiere produc-
tion of Bluebeard’s Castle/
Four Songs in March 2023 
and the New England pre-
miere of Rhiannon Gid-
dens and Michael Abels’ 
new opera, Omar in May 
2023. Public tickets for 
both performances are on 
sale December 1.

BLUEBEARD’S CAS-
TLE/FOUR SONGS

Bass-baritone Ryan 
McKinny stars as the fic-
tional, fairytale character 
Bluebeard in Béla Bartók’s 
one-act psychological 
thriller Bluebeard’s Castle 
that will be paired with the 
dramatic song cycle Four 
Songs (Vier Lieder) by 
composer Alma Mahler 
(wife of Gustav). The 
highly anticipated produc-

tion is directed by Anne 
Bogart, whose 2019 ver-
sion of The Handmaid’s 
Tale for BLO received 
universal acclaim and was 
one of BLO’s best-sell-
ing shows. Naomi Louisa 
O’Connell sings the role 
of Judith, the bride who 
realizes she’s gotten her-
self into a much different 
post-nuptial situation than 
she envisioned. O’Connell 
also performs Mahler’s 
“Four Songs.” BLO Mu-
sic Director David Angus 
conducts. Bluebeard’s 
Castle/Four Songs will 
play March 22-26, 2023 in 
an immersive, multi-genre 
experience that includes 
a salon-like atmosphere, 
dance and more installed 
at The Terminal @ Flynn 
Cruiseport in South Bos-
ton.

OMAR
Tenor Jamez McCorkle 

stars in Omar , the title role 
he premiered at the Spole-

to Festival last spring and 
brought to LA Opera this 
fall. Omar is the story of 
Omar Ibn Said, a promi-
nent scholar of the Islam-
ic faith and many other 
subjects, who was born 
to a wealthy West African 
family. Enslaved in South 
Carolina at 37 years old, 
Ibn Said escaped his first 
place of enslavement and 
headed to North Carolina 
where he lived as a slave 

until his death in 1864. 
His is the only known au-
tobiographical essay writ-
ten in Arabic by a Muslim 
man enslaved in America.

Grammy winner Rhi-
annon Giddens wrote the 
libretto and composed the 
music in partnership with 
film and orchestral com-
poser Michael Abels for 
a production conceived 
by Kaneza Schaal. Clas-
sical Voice San Francisco 

called the production “a 
profoundly moving spec-
tacle,” and lauded Mc-
Corkle’s performance as 
“a career-defining role.” 
Michael Ellis Ingram con-
ducts the BLO Orchestra 
and Chorus.

Additional casting an-
nounced for Omar in-
cludes Cierra Byrd in the 
role of Fatima, Omar’s 
Mother and Daniel Oku-
litch playing the dual roles 
of enslavers James Owen 
/ Johnson. BLO Emerg-
ing Artists (current and 
alumni) in principal roles 
include: Neal Ferreira 
as Auctioneer / Taylor; 
Emma Sorenson as Eliza, 
Little Daughter; Nich-
olas LaGesse as Abdul, 
Omar’s Brother / Abe; 
and Fred C. VanNess Jr. 
as Amadou-Renty. Cath-
erine Daniel plays Katie 
Ellen/The Caller. Omar 
plays May 4-7, 2023 at the 
Emerson Cutler Majestic 

Theater.
Omar is co-commis-

sioned by Spoleto Festi-
val USA, Carolina Per-
forming Arts, L.A. Opera, 
Boston Lyric Opera, Lyr-
ic Opera of Chicago and 
San Francisco Opera. 
It is inspired by Dr. Ala 
Alryyes’s translation of 
Omar Ibn Said’s autobiog-
raphy in his book A Mus-
lim American Slave: The 
Life of Omar Ibn Said.

TICKETS ON SALE
Individual tickets for 

BLO’s Spring 2023 per-
formances of Bluebeard’s 
Castle/Four Songs and 
Omar are on sale Decem-
ber 1. Two-show subscrip-
tions, also available now, 
offer a 10% discount over 
individual tickets.

Subscriptions and indi-
vidual tickets can be pur-
chased online at blo.org, 
by phone at 617.542.6772 
or by email at boxoffice@
blo.org.

Boston Lyric Opera’s 2022-23 mid-season casting and ticket announcement
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 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

Make sure you’re all 
packed up & ready to 

hit the road this holiday 
season

Call to schedule service
781-284-4675

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY   \  88 BROADWAY REVERE 

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIRFULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
Inspection StationInspection Station •  • Brakes Brakes • • Tire RotationTire Rotation

Winter Programs at 
DCR’s Belle Isle Marsh 
Reservation in East Bos-
ton have been listed.

All programs are free 
and open to the public. 
An adult must accompa-
ny children. Reasonable 
accommodations avail-
able upon request. Please 
follow all current COVID 
guidelines: Mass.gov/
COVID. Dress for the 
weather including pos-
sible ice on the ground. 
Programs are cancelled 
during inclement weather. 
For more information call 
(781) 656-1485 or email 
matthew.nash@mass.gov

If you would like to 
receive regular emails 
about our current program 
schedule, please send an 
email message to Mat-
thew.Nash@mass.gov.

An Oasis For Birds 
7:30 am – 8:30  am Satur-
days, Dec. 17, Jan. 7 and 
21, Feb. 4 and 18. 

Explore DCR’s Belle 
Isle Marsh and vicinity, 
known birding hotspots 
with a total yearly bird 
count of about 265 species. 
We will search for Snowy 
owls, other raptors, native 

sparrows, finches, and wa-
terfowl. Expect to move 
to different locations by 
car or on foot. Appropri-
ate for adults and teens. 
Dress for the weather in-
cluding possible ice on 
the ground. Programs are 
cancelled during inclem-
ent weather. Co-spon-
sored by the Brookline 
Bird Club and the Friends 
of Belle Isle Marsh. Meet 
at DCR’s Belle Isle Marsh 
Reservation parking lot, 
1399 Bennington Street, 
East Boston [BB(1] 
[N(2] [BB(3] [N(4] .

Note that this program 
meets every month of the 
year on the 1st & 3rd Sat-
urday of the month except 
when the Saturday is a 
state or national holiday.

Winter Wildlife Detec-
tives 9:00 am — 10:00 am 
Saturdays, Dec. 10, Jan. 
14, Feb. 11 & 25          

Can you imagine living 
outside the entire win-
ter like the coyotes do at 
Belle Isle Marsh in East 
Boston? Join a DCR Park 
Interpreter as we explore 
the trails of the marsh 
searching for signs (tracks, 
scat and chews) left by 

the wild creatures that are 
active during the winter. 
Appropriate for all ages. 
Dress for the weather in-
cluding possible ice on the 
ground. Programs are can-
celled during inclement 
weather. Co-sponsored by 
the Friends of Belle Isle 
Marsh. Meet at DCR’s 
Belle Isle Marsh Reser-
vation parking lot, 1399 
Bennington Street, East 
Boston[BB(5] .

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR), 
an agency of the Execu-
tive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, 
oversees nearly 500,000 
acres of parks and for-
ests, beaches, bike trails, 
watersheds, dams, and 
parkways.   Led by DCR 
Commissioner Doug Rice, 
the agency’s mission is to 
protect, promote, and en-
hance our commonwealth 
of natural, cultural, and 
recreational resources. To 
learn more about DCR, 
our facilities, and our pro-
grams, please visit www.
mass.gov/dcr.

North Region Coastal District 
Belle Isle Marsh Reservation listed
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PLEASE
 RECYCLE

MEET ME 
IN THE CITY

Make merry with your city's 
vibrant and diverse restaurants, 

shops, and events. Explore at 
allinclusivebos.com.

Let Spinelli’s Cater

Your Holiday Celebration!
Spinelli’s East Boston

282 Bennington Street, East Boston
(617) 567-1992

Spinelli’s Lynnfield
10 Newbury Street, Lynnfield

(781) 592-5552

CALL AHEAD TO PICK UP
Offering cold prepared foods & bakery!

Let Us Come to You!
Offering full-service & drop off catering

Have us deliver some comfort with a gift of food!

Wishing You a Safe and Happy 
Holiday Season!
www.spinellis.com

Story & photos by Marianne Salza

Nathan Sawaya shapes 
rigid, plastic LEGO blocks 
into intricate and dynamic 
figures in his exhibition, 
The Art of the Brick, on 
display in the Back Bay 
through Sunday, April 23. 
The contemporary art-
ist is returning to Boston 
following sold-out shows 
in Faneuil Hall in 2014. 
Twice as large, this instal-
lation features over 90 of 
his newest sculptures as-
sembled from nearly one 
million LEGOs that are in-
dividually glued together. 

“I think the role of an 
artist is to inspire. I hope 
that by sharing this work 
with the community, they 
are inspired. I have found 
over time that art is not op-
tional,” a message Sawaya 
emphasizes throughout 
the exhibition. “If you 
have a little art in your life, 
you’re going to be smart-
er.” 

Visitors can explore 
three floors of original 
artwork and re-imagined 
masterpieces. The collec-
tion includes a description 
and the number of LEGOs 
used in each design.  

On the first floor, one 
can view a version of Van 
Gogh’s “Starry Night” 
(3,493 pieces), and a 
three-dimensional, full-
scale, mosaic-like replica 
of Gustav Klimt’s oil and 

gold leaf painting, “The 
Kiss” (18,893 pieces), of a 
couple embracing on a bed 
of grass and flowers. 

Stand beside “Dinosaur 
Skeleton,” (80,020 piec-
es), a 20-foot-long Tyran-
nosaurus rex, which took 
Sawaya an entire summer 
to construct; or peer into 
“Pop-Up Book” (19,822 
pieces), in which a castle 
appears from the middle 
of an open story book. 

The third floor is an 
interactive area. In “Pink 
Dreams” (102,938 pieces), 
sit on a pastel, wingback 
armchair that is surround-
ed by whimsical accoutre-
ments like a heart-shaped 
pillow and giant soft serve 
ice cream cone. Families 
can design cars to race 
on a track in the creative 
LEGO brick play stations. 

Sawaya grew up in a 
small, Oregon town. He 
has loved playing with 
LEGOs since he was 
5-years-old; even bringing 
the nostalgic toys to col-
lege and storing them be-
neath his bed as a source 
of comfort. 

Later in life, Sawaya 
discovered LEGOs as 
an art medium. He still 
enjoys receiving sets as 
gifts, as he finds building 
according to instructions 
to be relaxing. The 1x2 
jumper -- with one stud in 
the middle of a plate -- is 
Sawaya’s favorite LEGO 

brick to use because it 
provides him options for 
details.

“I don’t feel the passage 
of time when I’m build-
ing. I go into a trance; and 
I am building away. I’ll do 
10-12 hours with no prob-
lem. Office work for 10 
hours was mind-numbing 
and draining,” groaned 
the former New York City 
corporate lawyer. “This is 
a different type of work 
that I really enjoy. I found 
my passion.”

Sawaya’s skills in con-
tract negotiations have 
helped him as a business-
man. His LEGO sculp-
tures have been on display 
in over 100 cities in 24 
countries.  

“The role depression 
played resulted in certain 
works,” revealed Sawaya, 
whose sculptures reflect 
the construction of iden-
tity. “There are themes of 
emerging, transition, and 
metamorphosis that come 
out of the time I was a 
lawyer.” 

When Sawaya initially 
began approaching galler-
ies to feature his LEGO 
creations, he received op-
position; once he began 
using movement in hu-
man form, the art world 
began to open. He was 
approached by Warner 
Brothers Pictures to create 
a 1:1 scale replica of the 
Central Perk coffee shop 

The Art of the Brick

The first floor of The Art of the Brick exhibition features art replicas such as, “The Kiss” 
(18,893 pieces), and full body statues like, “Venus de Milo” (18,483 pieces), “Augustus of 
Prima Porta” (22,300 pieces), and “David” (16,349 pieces).

“Little Dancer of Fourteen” (7,100 pieces), “The Scream” (3,991 pieces), and “The Thinker” 
(4,332 pieces).

Sawaya’s original designs on the first floor: “Pop-Up Book,” “Baseball Player,” Ball and 
Jacks,” “Pointing,” and “Crayons.”

Contemporary artist, Nathan Sawaya, standing beside his 20-foot-long “Dinosaur Skele-
ton,” made of 80,020 bricks.

Nathan Sawaya sitting in his interactive sculpture, “Pink Dreams” (102,938 pieces).

“Red Dress,” 62,750 pieces, part of Sawaya’s collaboration with photographer, Dean West.

in celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the Friends 
sitcom. 

“I was trying to show-
case how you could put 
emotion into the art,” ex-
plained Sawaya. “It had to 
be life-size for it to work.”

In The Art of the Brick, 
Sawaya collaborated with 
photographer, Dean West, 
to produce brick-infused 
images. He imitated the 
flow of fabric in “Red 

Dress” (62,750 pieces), 
an asymmetrical cocktail 
dress with a sweetheart 
neckline that is worn by 
a model in one of West’s 
photographs.  

“In this gallery, called 
‘In Pieces,’ we see the in-
tegration of the work into 
photography. That was 
pure joy because I got 
to take LEGO in a new 
direction. It wasn’t just 
putting art on a pedestal,” 

said Sawaya. “That was an 
amazing time for me.”

View the Art of the 
Brick in the newly-reno-
vated museum space locat-
ed at 343 Newbury Street 
(previously Forever 21) 
Sunday-Thursday 10am-
6pm, and Friday-Saturday 
10am-8pm. Tickets cost 
$24 for children and $28 
for adults. Visit www.Ar-
tOfTheBrickExhibit.com 
for more information. 
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