
Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts Port 
Authority (Massport) is 
again lending a hand to 
neighbors in East Boston, 
South Boston, Winthrop 
and Worcester through 
their annual food drive to 
help feed families this hol-
iday season. Massport em-
ployees donated over 40 
boxes filled with hundreds 
of non-perishable food 
items including cereals, 
canned soups, canned veg-
etables, peanut butter and 
rice, and collected nearly 
$400 dollars in gift card 
donations for the Authori-
ty’s annual food drive that 
benefits several communi-
ty organizations.

“With rising food costs 
driving hunger to unprec-

edented levels, it is more 
important than ever that 
we look out for our neigh-
bors and provide comfort 
to those experiencing food 
insecurity this season,” 
said Massport Director 
of Community Relations 
and Government Affairs 
Alaina Coppola. “We 
hope these donations are 
enjoyed by the many fam-
ilies that receive support 
from their community or-
ganizations. We thank our 
employees for their con-
tinued generosity.”

Special to the Times-Free Press

Last week, Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu, in partnership 
with Massport, announced 
the opening of a new city-
owned senior center in East 
Boston, located at 7 Bay-
swater Street. Mayor Wu 
joined Massport, elected 
officials and community 
members involved with ad-
vocating for the new center 
at a ribbon cutting Wednes-
day, on the one year anni-
versary of her taking office 
as Mayor. The center will be 
operated by the Age Strong 
Commission and managed 
by the Property Manage-
ment Department. 

“This new, accessible se-
nior center in East Boston 
will expand opportunities 
for our older adults to con-
nect and build community,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“I’m grateful to all our City 
departments, local partners, 
and community members 
that have advocated for 
years to make today’s open-
ing a reality.”

The East Boston Senior 
Center, based on communi-
ty input, will offer programs 
and services for older adults 
(Boston residents age 60+) 
starting December 1. The 
center will provide lunch on 
weekdays, as well as classes 
for wellness, entertainment, 

and more. Between now 
and December 1, the center 
will offer tours to interested 
community members, No-
vember 21-23 and 28-30, 
during regular hours, 8:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

“This new senior center 
in East Boston will raise the 
bar for senior programming 
in Boston and is a great ex-
ample of what can happen 
when the City partners with 
residents and entities like 
MassPort to serve a critical 
neighborhood need,” said 
Chief of Human Services, 
José F. Massó. “We’re ex-
cited to be able to offer pro-
gramming that will resonate 

with all the diverse groups 
of older adults that make up 
East Boston.”

“Socialization, connec-
tion, and community are 
vital to human wellbeing,” 
said Emily K. Shea, Age 
Strong Commissioner. 
“Research shows that peo-
ple who have friends and 
participate in activities are 
more healthy and live lon-
ger. The new center will 
provide a place for our old-
er residents to connect with 
each other and engage in a 
richer, healthier life.”

“This was a great collab-
orative effort between PFD, 
Age Strong, and Property 

Management,” said Chief 
of Operations Dion Irish. 
“The renovation allows for 
additional programming 
and services while the new 
addition enhances accessi-

Michael Coughlin Jr.

As 2023 creeps clos-
er, State Representative 
Adrian Madaro joined 
the monthly Jeffries Point 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) meeting on 
Monday, November 14, to 
provide an overview of his 
work in 2022 to improve 
East Boston and the state. 

Some of Eastie’s big-
gest wins this year came in 
the budget, with $75,000 
going toward Maverick 
Landing housing support, 
$50,000 for Eastie Farm, 
and $40,000 for Crossroads 
Family Shelter. 

“This year’s budget, I 
was proud to help secure 
critical funding to support 
the essential work of some 
of our local community or-
ganizations,” said Madaro. 

Elsewhere in Eastie, 
Madaro helped secure 
funding for the third phase 
of Piers Park creation and 
the O’Donnell School 
playground.

He also secured funds to 
continue ferry service be-
tween East Boston and the 
North End, extending into 
next year. 

“This is just the start, 
folks. The ultimate goal 
is an inter-harbor ferry 
network connecting East 
Boston, the North End, the 
Seaport, Charlestown, and 
really making use of what 
is our best natural resource 
in the city – our harbor,” 
said Madaro. 

While the work men-
tioned above only scratch-
es the surface of Madaro’s 
accomplishments this year 
on Beacon Hill, as he con-
tinued, it became clear that 
some of his best work in 
2022 was building a better 
infrastructure to support 
those with mental health or 
substance abuse issues. 

Along with the funding 
provided to the Crossroads 
Family Shelter that will 
help provide mental health 
and substance abuse recov-
ery services for the home-
less, Madaro also helped 
secure funds for other men-
tal health initiatives. 

These initiatives include 
$75,000 for YouthConnect, 
a social-work program that 
serves families and kids 
that are historically under-
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157 Chestnut St.
14 new construction condos for 

sale; 2 bed/2 full baths; 904sf-
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Garage parking roof deck 

Media room

163 Chestnut st 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the 
Thanksgiving Day 
Holiday on Thurs., 

Nov. 24, trash will be 
delayed by one day on 

Thursday & Friday 
only. Thurs. pickups 
will be 11/25 and Fri. 
pickups wil be 11/26
Mon-Weds pickups 
will be on schedule

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our office 
will be closed 
Thanksgiving 
Day, Nov. 24th 
and  Friday, 

Nov. 25th

See MADARO Page 2

Madaro hard at 
work in 2022

SALESIAN BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 16TH ANNUAL PASTA DINNER

The Salesian Boys & Girls Club held the 
16th Annual Pasta Dinner Fundraiser – 
the first in-house pasta dinner since 2020 
-- on November 18. 
Shown above, families enjoying the Sale-
sian Boys & Girls Club pasta dinner. 

Shown right, Kim Altschul, Jim Langone, 
and Janet and Callie Triant at the raffle 
table.  See Page 6 for more photos.

Wu opens new city-operated senior center
PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

Massport helps feed 
neighbors this holiday season

See SENIOR CENTER Page 3

Mayor Michelle Wu (center) is surrounded by senior center staff and elected officials as 
she cuts the ribbon to officially open the city-owned senior center in East Boston.

PHOTO COURTESY CITY PF BOSTON
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The Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC) today 
advised residents to stay 
vigilant to protect them-
selves from COVID-19 and 
other respiratory

 illnesses such as flu 
and RSV when celebrating 
Thanksgiving, as gathering 
indoors and travel increases 
the likelihood of transmis-
sion.

Levels of COVID-19 vi-
rus in local wastewater are 
now at 404 RNA copies 
per mL, which is a 3.3% 

increase over the past 7 
days and a 17.5% increase 
over the past 14 days. (Data 
through November 18). In 
addition,

 the 7-day total of new 
COVID-19 hospital ad-
missions has increased by 
44.1% over the past seven 
days and have held stable, 
increasing by 21.6%, over 
the last two weeks. (Data as 
of November 17). Boston’s 
hospitals are straining to 
meet the influx of flu and

 RSV pediatric pa-
tients, and an increase in 
COVID-19 cases could put 
even more pressure on our 
health care system, which is 
why BPHC urges residents 
to take appropriate precau-
tions. 

“As many people travel 
and spend time with fami-
ly, we can reduce the risk of 
transmission of respiratory 
illnesses, like COVID-19, 
flu, and RSV,” said Dr. Bi-
sola Ojikutu, Commissioner 
of Public Health and

 Executive Director of 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission. “Staying up to 
date with COVID-19 vacci-
nations, getting a flu shot, 
wearing a well-fitted mask 
while traveling and testing 
for COVID-19 before gath-
ering are important ways to 
protect yourself and your

 family and friends during 
this holiday season.”  

BPHC encourages resi-
dents to test for COVID-19 

before gathering, stay home 
if you are sick or test posi-
tive for COVID-19, wear 
masks indoors and while 
traveling for added protec-
tion, keep windows open to 
promote proper air filtration, 
and spend as much time out-
doors as possible.

 Proper hygiene prac-
tices like washing hands 
often, regularly disinfect-
ing shared surfaces, and 
covering your mouth when 
coughing and sneezing are 
also effective for reducing 
the spread of COVID-19, 
RSV, and the flu.

If you plan on getting a 
PCR test, make sure to do so 
by Tuesday, November 22, 
to ensure you can get your 
results back in time. 

COVID-19 vaccines, 
boosters and testing, as 
well as flu shots, are wide-
ly available throughout 
Boston. BPHC offers free, 
walk-in COVID-19 and flu 
services at multiple loca-
tions in the city. If you or 
anyone in your family tests 
positive for COVID-19 or 
flu, ask your doctor about 
getting treatment. Treat-
ments for COVID-19 and 
flu are available for adults 
and children and can save 
lives. 

For more informa-
tion about where to find a 
COVID-19 vaccination or 
testing clinic near you, visit 
boston.gov/covid19.

Please Recycle

Madaro // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
Pursuant to G. L. c. 30A, §18-20  

The East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Incorporated 

Notice is hereby given that on Wednesday, November 30,  2022, at 6:30 p.m. a public meeting 
of the East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc., (aka PIERPAC) will be held remotely via 
Zoom in accordance with the extension of Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022 to permit virtual 
hearings.   

A Link to the meeting with instructions for remote participation shall be posted on the 
organization’s website (ebpierpac.org) on or before November 28, 2022. 

It is the intention of the Committee to discuss in open meeting the following matter(s): 

REGULAR MEETING 
a. Attendance  6:30 pm 
b. Approval of Minutes May 17, 2022 & October 18, 2022 6:35 pm 

New Business  
a. 6:45 pm - Phase II construction update and review (w/public 

comment)  
b. 7:00 pm – Nick Black, Trustees of Reservations, Phase III Update 

and review (w/public comment) 
c. 7:30 pm – Review of proposed operating budget 2023  
d. 7:45 pm – Scheduling of Annual Meeting for December 2022 
e. 7:50 pm – Nomination of Officers for 2023 

  
Old Business  

a. 8:00 pm - Amendment to Operations, Security and Maintenance (OSM) 
Agreement (continued discussion)   

  

Anticipated Adjournment – 8:00 pm 

At the conclusion of its regular business meeting and prior to adjournment, the Board, upon a 
motion duly made and seconded, may hold an Executive Session pursuant to G. L. 30A.s.21 upon 
the conclusion of which, the Board will not resume its public meeting. 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE INVITED  
AND WELCOMED TO ATTEND –  

English to Spanish Translation available on request via Zoom.   

A copy of this notice and instructions for remote participation will also been posted on the 
organization!s website at:  www.EBPierPAC.org and has also been placed on file with the 
Regulations Division of the Secretary of the Commonwealth by mailing same via first class mail 
at least 3 days prior to the scheduled date of the meeting. 

———————————————————— 
East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc. 
By: Louise Montanino, President

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
Pursuant to G. L. c. 30A, §18-20  

The East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Incorporated 

Por la presente se notifica que el miércoles 30 de noviembre de 2022, a las 6:30 p.m., se llevará a 
cabo una reunión pública del Comité Asesor del Proyecto East Boston, Inc., (también conocido 
como PIERPAC) de forma remota a través de Zoom de acuerdo con la extensión del Capítulo 22 
de las Leyes de 2022 para permitir audiencias virtuales.  

Se publicará un enlace a la reunión con instrucciones para la participación remota en el sitio web 
de la organización (ebpierpac.org) a más tardar el 28 de noviembre de 2022.  

El Comité tiene la intención de examinar en sesión pública la(s) cuestión(es) siguiente(s): 

REGULAR MEETING 
a. Asistencia  6:30 pm 
b. Aprobación del Acta 17 de mayo de 2022 y 18 de octubre de 2022 6:35 

pm 

Nuevos negocios  

a. 6:45 pm - Actualización y revisión de la construcción de la Fase II 
(con comentario público)  

b. 7:00 pm – Nick Black, Fideicomisarios de Reservas, Fase III 
Actualización y revisión (con comentario público)  

c. 7:30 pm – Revisión del presupuesto operativo propuesto para 
2023  

d. 7:45 pm – Programación de la Reunión Anual para diciembre de 
2022 7:50 pm – Nominación de Oficiales para 2023 

  
Negocio antiguo 

a. 8:00 pm - Amendment to Operations, Security and Maintenance (OSM) 
Agreement (continued discussion)   

  

Aplazamiento anticipado – 8:00 pm  

Al concluir su reunión ordinaria de trabajo y antes de levantar la sesión, la Junta, previa moción 
debidamente hecha y secundada, puede celebrar una Sesión Ejecutiva de conformidad con G. L. 
30A.s.21 al concluir la cual, la Junta no reanudará su reunión pública. 

SE INVITA AL PÚBLICO Y BIENVENIDO A ASISTIR  
Traducción de inglés a español disponible bajo petición a través de Zoom. 

Una copia de este aviso e instrucciones para la participación remota también se publicarán en el 
sitio web de la organización en: www.EBPierPAC.org y también se ha archivado en la División 
de Regulaciones del Secretario del Commonwealth por correo postal de primera clase al menos 3 
días antes de la fecha programada de la reunión. 

———————————————————— 
East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc. 
By: Louise Montanino, President

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration  announced 
that the Department of Fish 
and Game’s (DFG) Divi-
sion of Ecological Resto-
ration (DER) has awarded 
through its Priority Proj-
ects Program approximate-
ly $11.8 million in grant 
funding to 24 projects 
including the Belle Isle 
Marsh that will strengthen 
community preparedness 
for large storms, improve 
climate-ready infrastruc-
ture, and protect fish, wild-
life, and river and wetland 
habitats. In December 
2021, Governor Baker 
signed a $4 billion federal 
COVID-19 relief spending 
bill utilizing funds from 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 (ARPA). $11.4 
million of today’s grants 
are being awarded utiliz-
ing ARPA funds, with the 
remainder of the funding 
coming from DER’s Oper-
ational Budget.

“Ecological restoration 
is essential for building a 
climate-ready Common-
wealth that will restore and 

enhance Massachusetts’ 
natural resources to address 
climate vulnerabilities 
while providing important 
access to recreational op-
portunities for residents,” 
said Governor Charlie Bak-
er. “Our Administration 
continues to invest in this 
work and support Massa-
chusetts communities and 
ecosystems that will bring 
environmental benefits for 
generations to come.”

“Through these projects, 
communities will be able to 
increase climate resilience, 
improve public safety, en-
hance habitat, and provide 
additional benefits to our 
residents, wildlife, and nat-
ural resources,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Karyn 
Polito. “We are grateful for 
the strong partnership be-
tween our Administration, 
municipalities, and oth-
er organizations to move 
these valuable restoration 
efforts forward.”

The Priority Projects 
Program is one of the ve-
hicles by which DER pur-
sues restoration projects 

that provide significant 
social, environmental, and 
economic benefits to the 
state and local communi-
ties and support projects 
throughout the Common-
wealth that advance DER’s 
mission. Priority Projects 
underway include the res-
toration of tidal flow to de-
graded coastal habitats, re-
moval of aging and unsafe 
dams, and restoration of 
freshwater wetlands in for-
mer cranberry farmlands.

“It is imperative that 
we continue to improve 
degraded habitats to ben-
efit wildlife and enable 
communities across the 
Commonwealth to be more 
resilient to the impacts 
of climate change,” said 
Energy and Environmen-
tal Affairs Secretary Beth 
Card. “Providing funds for 
these projects is an exam-
ple of the Administration’s 
ongoing efforts to support 
the restoration of our rivers 
and waterways in order to 
promote healthy ecosys-
tems and climate prepared-
ness.”

“We are excited to sup-
port this group of projects, 
which bring numerous ben-
efits to both people and na-
ture,” said Department of 
Fish and Game Commis-
sioner Ron Amidon. “The 
results of this funding will 
be enjoyed into the future 
as they enable residents 
and visitors alike to step 
into nature with new rec-
reational opportunities, im-
proved water quality and 
habitat for wildlife, and 
resilience to the impacts of 
climate change.”

“We are proud to support 
these projects and to con-
tinue to work with our ded-
icated partners to achieve 
our restoration goals,” said 
DER Director Beth Lam-
bert. “We are excited to 
see this work continue to 
advance and look forward 
to the many benefits it will 
bring to Massachusetts’ 
people and environment.”

The following 22 proj-
ects were awarded grant 
funds through DER’s Pri-
ority Projects Program 
through ARPA funds:

Belle Isle Marsh Preser-
vation, East Boston

Award: Friends of Belle 
Isle Marsh, Inc.; $50,000

• This award will support 
the Friends of Belle Isle 
Marsh for the implementa-
tion of their environmental 
preservation programs at 
Belle Isle Marsh Reserva-
tion in East Boston. Belle 
Isle Marsh is the largest re-
maining salt marsh in Bos-
ton Harbor and provides 
important wildlife habitat, 
recreational opportuni-
ties, and climate resilience 
benefits to the surrounding 
communities.

“As we work together to 
build a more resilient and 
climate-ready Common-
wealth, I want to applaud 
the Baker-Polito Admin-
istration for working with 
us in the Legislature to 
combat climate change, 
improve water quality, en-
hance local habitats and 
meet critical environmen-
tal infrastructure needs,” 
said Senator Michael J. Ro-
drigues, Chair of the Sen-
ate Committee on Ways 

and Means (D-Westport). 
“Because of our enduring 
partnership, we have made 
incredible progress and 
this $12 million award an-
nouncement is just anoth-
er strong example of how 
we can invest to protect 
our communities, promote 
healthier ecosystems, while 
confronting the impacts of 
climate change head on.”

“I am thrilled to see 
several critical ecologi-
cal restoration projects on 
the Cape and Islands re-
ceive funding through the 
Department of Fish and 
Game’s Priority Projects 
Program,” said State Sen-
ator Julian Cyr (D-Truro). 
“The Cape and Islands’ 
natural environment will 
benefit immensely from 
these grant monies which 
will be used to restore wet-
lands, grasslands, stream 
systems, salt marshes, and 
tidal areas in order to sup-
port habitat for animals and 
plants, increase climate re-
silience, and improve wa-
ter quality.”

On Tuesday Novem-
ber 15, the East Boston 
Chamber of Commerce 
collaborated with Refer-
ence Real Estate for a Rib-
bon Cutting to welcome 
Reference Real Estate to 
the East Boston Business 
community. 

The East Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce offered 
the East Boston symbolic 
Key to the City as a token 
of appreciation for their 
investment in our com-
munity and for joining 
the East Boston business 
community. Attendees 
included Seth Williams, 
Malika Bensalah, Kim-
berly McDuffee, Meghan 
Santoro, Tom Conley, Jes-
sica Belanger, and others. 

Congratulations to Ref-
erence Real Estate on the 
opening of their business 
located on 61 Boardman 
St. in East Boston.  Their 
website: www.sellinbos-
ton.com.

For those interested 

in joining the Chamber 
please email at contact@
eastbostonchamber.com.  
For more information visit 
our website www.eastbos-
tonchamber.com. 

-----
Español Nota de Prensa
East Boston Chamber 

of Commerce  
18 de noviembre de 2022 

Veronica Robles/Shir-
ley Fabbo   
617-308-2314/617-590-
3982

Cámara de Comercio de 
East Boston

Contactos: Veronica 
Robles, Presidenta y Shir-
ley Fabbo, Vicepresidenta

El martes 15 de 
noviembre, la Cámara de 
Comercio de East Boston 
colaboró   con Reference 
Real Estate para un corte 
de cinta para dar la bien-
venida a Reference Real 
Estate a la comunidad em-
presarial de East Boston.

La Cámara de Comer-
cio de East Boston ofreció 

la llave simbólica de la ci-
udad de East Boston como 
muestra de agradecimien-
to por su inversión en 
nuestra comunidad y por 
unirse a la comunidad em-
presarial de East Boston. 
Los asistentes incluyeron 
a Seth Williams, Malika 
Bensalah, Kimberly Mc-
Duffee, Meghan Santoro, 
Tom Conley, Jessica Be-
langer y otros.

Felicitaciones a Refer-
ence Real Estate por la ap-
ertura de su negocio ubi-
cado en 61 Boardman St. 
en East Boston. Su sitio 
web: www.sellinboston.
com.

Para aquellos interesa-
dos   en unirse a la Cámara, 
envíe un correo electróni-
co a contact@eastboston-
chamber.com. Para obten-
er más información, visite 
nuestro sitio web www.
eastbostonchamber.com.

Baker-Polito administration awards nearly $12 million to 24 ecological restoration projects

served. As well as a whop-
ping $3 Million to increase 
the amount of diversified 
substance-use treatment 
providers in communities 
of color. 

Madaro was also inte-
gral in state-wide mental 
health care reform in his 
work, providing what he 
calls “The most compre-
hensive reforms to mental 
health law in decades in 
Massachusetts.” 

Earlier this year, his leg-
islation emphasized pro-
tecting and strengthening 
children’s mental health 
by expanding support in 
schools and increasing ac-
cess to mental health care 
for all residents throughout 
Massachusetts. 

“There’s no family, and 
there’s no part of Massa-
chusetts that isn’t impact-
ed by mental health and or 

substance abuse disorder 
issues,” said Madaro, who 
also serves as the House 
Chair of the Joint Commit-
tee on Mental Health, Sub-
stance Use, and Recovery. 

Madaro also highlighted 
some state legislative wins, 
such as protecting repro-
ductive and gender-affirm-
ing care, sports betting le-
galization, and more. 

Before Madaro’s up-
dates concluded, he also 
announced some favorite 
community events that are 
returning and are rapidly 
approaching. 

First, the annual Com-
munity Thanksgiving Day 
Dinner will return in per-
son for the first time in two 
years. The dinner will take 
place on Thanksgiving Day 
(Nov. 24) from 11 a.m. – 1 
p.m. at the Salesian Boys 
and Girls Club.

“If you, or your friends 
or family or any neighbors 
that you know need a place 
to eat a warm Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with all the fix-
ings on the holiday – or 
just want to be in commu-
nity with people – come on 
down,” said Madaro. 

There will be restau-
rant-style dine-in service, 
as well as takeout and de-
livery options. 

Next, Eastie’s Elves is 
also returning in-person 
Friday, Dec. 9, from 6 p.m. 
– 10 p.m. at the Hyatt Re-
gency Boston Harbor. Ad-
mission is an unwrapped 
toy for a child in need and 
gives you access to a fun 
night of dinner, music, raf-
fles, and a cash bar. 

Toy collection boxes 
will also return – some-
thing the event has done 
the last two years and spe-
cific details and locations 
will be revealed on social 
media. 

“Please stop by Eastie’s 
Elves; it’s an awesome way 
to kick off the holiday sea-
son,” said Madaro. 

Overall, in what was 
a busy and seemingly 
successful 2022, Mada-
ro thanked residents who 
helped his recent re-elec-
tion bid and shared his 
excitement for the year to 
come. 

“I’d just like to start off 
by thanking my neighbors 
in Eastie for re-electing me 
last week as your state rep. 
I love this job, and I am so 
excited and motivated to 
continue representing us on 
Beacon Hill,” said Madaro.

East Boston Chamber New and Notes

BPHC encourages precautions 
ahead of Thanksgiving holiday
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bility with respect to its ex-
isting urban setting.”

Formerly serving as the 
East Boston Barnes Branch 
of the Boston Public Li-
brary, the construction of 
the new center site officially 
started in September 2020 
and was led by the City’s 
Public Facilities Depart-
ment. New additions and 
renovation of the site were 
initially delayed due to 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
supply chain issues. This 
project, with a focus on ac-
cessibility for older adults, 
consisted of over 20 exter-
nal partners, including the 
architect, Fennick McCred-
ie Architecture (FMA), and 
general contractor, GVW 
Construction (GVW). Ad-
ditionally, Lifespan Design 
was brought on as a consul-
tant for their expertise in se-
nior center features, which 
was noted in the RFP.

The new center consists 
of two levels, with mod-
ern, accessibility features 
for older adults including 
an elevator (upgraded from 
a lift), wave/sensor door 
openings instead of push 
buttons, tables that wheel-
chairs can easily roll up 
to, bright lighting, a hear-
ing loop system (hearing 
aids can connect to), and 
stairs with step-grippers. 
The center’s restrooms are 
large enough to include a 
care partner, wheelchair, 
or walker and include dual 
grab bars and toilet seats of 
different heights to accom-
modate older adults of var-
ied heights. Light switch-
es are installed at a lower 
height and electrical outlets 
higher to accommodate old-
er adults as they bend. Out-
side of the center, there is a 
walking path in the back-
yard to cue folks with mem-
ory loss as well as raised 

garden beds, so older adults 
can participate in gardening 
either from a wheelchair or 
without steep bending. 

“The opening of this vital 
civic space for our seniors 
comes after decades of ad-
vocacy from many individ-
uals,” said City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta. “I am so 
grateful to the community 
members, former and cur-
rent elected officials, and 
Massport for making this 
dream a reality. The center 
will be a hub of activity and 
bring people together for 
years to come.”

“Supporting our seniors 
is one of the most import-
ant things we can do as 
a community and a city, 
thank you, Mayor Michelle 
Wu, the Age Strong Com-
mission, Public Facilities, 
members of the East Boston 
Community, and MassPort 
for your work in bringing a 
new Senior Center to East 

Boston,” said State Senator 
Lydia Edwards.

“I’m excited to see the 
long-awaited dream of the 
East Boston Senior Center 
finally realized,” said Rep-
resentative Adrian Madaro. 
“This is something that I 
have advocated for through-
out my time in office. Our 
seniors are the bedrock of 
our community, and this 
new state of the art center 
will provide East Boston’s 
elders with a dedicated 
space to gather, participate 
in enriching activities, and 
access supports and re-
sources. Thank you to the 
city’s Age Strong team and 
Mayor Wu for helping us 
get the Senior Center across 
the finish line!”

The City committed $6.5 
million in the capital bud-
get for the design and con-
struction of the new center. 
In partnership with the City 
of Boston to improve the 

quality of life for residents, 
Massport contributed sig-
nificant funding for the cre-
ation and operation of this 
center.

“Massport is pleased 
to partner with the City of 
Boston and support the new 
East Boston senior center, 
which will deliver import-
ant services and program-
ming,” said Massport CEO 
Lisa Wieland. “We are glad 
to see the community’s hard 
work and dedication over 
the years coming together 
in this terrific new asset for 
East Boston.”

The new center will be 
led by Age Strong’s Lina 
Tramelli and Luz Leal, 
both bilingual in English 
and Spanish, to serve East 
Boston’s diverse commu-
nity of older adults. Visit 
www.boston.gov/ebsc or 
call 617-461-3131 for more 
information.

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Xu, Huidi                Pedone, Philip A       12 Ford St                     $610,000  
Sachdeo, Amit Sorrentino, Vito S 19 Swan Ave                $1,175,000  
Ozkurt, Melissa          38 Lexington Street LLC 38 Lexington St #3              $745,000   
Roundtree, Ian           38 Lexington Street LLC 38 Lexington St #4         $799,500   
Gillette, Pauline C 38 Lexington Street LLC 38 Lexington St #2        $699,495  
Lajaunie, Pierre Wordsworth Street LLC 66 Wordsworth St #1        $500,000  
76 Webster Street LLC Mottola, Dorothy A 76 Webster St               $915,000  
Alvisuriz, Marcos B     Lopez, Carlos A        110 Bennington St             $1,100,000  
Edson, Kandi J         Puchades, Valerie K 166 Brooks St               $675,000  
Fantasia, Jennifer Anderson, Mary J 173 Coleridge St             $620,000  
Sokal Enterprises LLC Faiella RT          531 Bennington St          $625,000

Massport// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Special to the Times-Free Press

Building on her commit-
ment to creating affordable 
housing in Boston, Mayor 
Michelle Wu announced a 
significant investment in 
creating homeownership 
opportunities. The Mayor 
has directed $60 million 
of American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funding to be 
allocated to the develop-
ment of income-restricted 
housing for eligible Boston 
residents and financial as-
sistance programs to help 
residents in buying homes. 
The City will make 150 
parcels of land available 
to developers to build in-
come-restricted homeown-
ership opportunities and 
will be providing grants 
that will deliver lower 
mortgage interest rates and 
up to $50,000 in direct as-
sistance, including down 
payment and closing cost 
assistance, to income-eligi-
ble first-time homebuyers. 
Funding will also be used 
to launch a homeowner-
ship program for qualified 
Boston Housing Authority 
residents.

The proposed invest-
ments in homeownership 
are part of the Mayor’s 
commitment to address 
housing affordability and 
stability through the oper-
ating budget, the Capital 
budget, and federal recov-
ery funds to build and ac-
quire new affordable units, 
upgrade public housing, 
expand housing stabili-
ty services, and expand a 
voucher program.

“Housing is the founda-
tion of a healthy, thriving 
City,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “In Boston this is an 
urgent issue that impacts 
every neighborhood, every 
generation, every demo-
graphic. We are moving as 
fast as possible with every 
single lever that the City 
has, making land available 
in partnership with commu-

nity developers and making 
the financing possible with 
increased down payment 
assistance to ensure every 
resident has access to af-
fordable homeownership 
opportunities.”

“This announcement is a 
big win for creating home-
ownership opportunities 
in our communities while 
simultaneously improving 
neighborhoods through 
the activation of vacant 
lots,” said Councilor Brian 
Worrell. “This initiative is 
an important investment 
in addressing our housing 
shortage and allowing fam-
ilies to realize the dream of 
homeownership.”

“Investments that both 
create new affordable 
homes and provide mean-
ingful financial assistance 
will allow more families to 
buy in Boston,” said Sheila 
Dillon, Chief of Housing. 
“In the upcoming months, 
we will be working hard 
with our partners to make 
sure that Boston residents 
learn of, and act on, these 
important opportunities.”

In June, the Boston 
Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) an-
nounced the completion of 
the Public Land for Public 
Good: Citywide Land Au-
dit of all city-owned prop-
erty. This report was the 
culmination of an effort to 
comprehensively inventory 
all City-owned properties, 
identify vacant and un-
derutilized properties, and 
set in motion accelerated 
efforts to best utilize these 
properties to serve Boston’s 
communities, particularly 
through the development 
of affordable housing. Of 
those parcels, 150 were des-
ignated as suitable for the 
development of housing. 
In early 2023, the City will 
issue a Request for Propos-
als (RFP) to developers for 
the first 70 parcels to create 
homes for residents to own. 
A portion of the ARPA 

funds will be used to sub-
sidize the construction of 
the housing units, making 
the new homes affordable 
to moderate-income house-
holds.

“The BPDA is working 
diligently to expand af-
fordable homeownership 
opportunities for all Bos-
tonians, as a way to bol-
ster equity and inclusion 
in our housing market,” 
said Chief of Planning Ar-
thur Jemison. “The results 
of the land audit, in com-
bination with the Mayor’s 
directive to streamline the 
BPDA’s approval process 
for affordable housing, will 
get us there.”

In addition to building 
new homes, the Mayor’s 
Office of Housing will 
fund three financial assis-
tance programs that will 
aid households looking to 
purchase a home in Boston. 
The Boston Home Center 
(BHC) First Time Home-
buyer program, the Saving 
Toward Affordable Sus-
tainable Homeownership 
(STASH) program, and the 
ONE+Boston program.

Income-qualified buyers 
will be eligible for down-
payment and closing cost 
assistance of up to 5% of 
the purchase price, not to 
exceed $50,000 through the 
BHC first-time homebuyer 
assistance program. The 
City’s down-payment assis-
tance can be matched with 
the State’s 5% down-pay-
ment program, allowing 
homeowners to receive a 
grant of up to 10% of the 
purchase price of a home. 

Down-payment assis-
tance can be used with the 
ONE+Boston program 
which provides discounts 
on interest rates for first-
time homebuyers.  With 
the ONE+Boston program, 
qualified Boston residents 
who earn between 81% 
and 100% AMI will re-
ceive a half percent (0.5%) 
discount rate off the re-

duced interest rate offered 
through the ONE Mortgage 
product (currently about 
6.625%). Boston residents 
who earn below 80% AMI 
will receive up to one per-
cent (1%) off of the cur-
rent ONE Mortgage rate. 
The downpayment assis-
tance combined with the 
discounted mortgage rates 
through the ONE+Boston 
program will greatly in-
crease the buying options 
for qualified residents. 

This targeted fund-
ing will also enhance the 
STASH program. The 
STASH program is the first-
in-the-nation matched-sav-
ings program for first-gen-
eration homebuyers who 
are earning below the 
area median income and 
are buying in the City of 
Boston. The program, de-
signed and managed by the 
Massachusetts Affordable 
Housing Alliance (MAHA)  
provides first-generation 
homebuyers with education 
and counseling on purchas-
ing a home. In addition, 
first-generation buyers 
that complete the program 
and save $2,000 towards a 
home purchase are eligible 
to receive a 10-1 match if 
they buy a home in Boston.  

“The additional funding 
for the STASH program 
and the ONE+Boston pro-
gram will be necessary 
in allowing many first-
time and first-generation 
homebuyers to continue 
their plans of buying in 
Boston, even as the mar-
ket becomes increasingly 
difficult,” said Symone 
Crawford, Executive Di-
rector, Massachusetts Af-
fordable Housing Alliance, 
MAHA. “During this time 
of historically high-interest 
rates and low inventory, 
our graduates have had to 
postpone their home-buy-
ing search or look farther 
away from the city. Mayor 
Wu’s investment is critical 
in keeping our homebuyers 

Among the helpers at the  Crossroads Family Center  are 
Audrey Nagle and Alaina Coppola, Massport; Sandra 
Nijjar, Founder/President & Executive Director, East Bos-
ton Soup Kitchen.
 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Order A...Fully Cooked Whole Turkey
Available in 2 sizes

10-12 lb. Whole Turkey $249.95 plus tax
20-22 lb. Whole Turkey $389.95 plus tax

Complete with
Homemade Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, 

Butternut Squash or Corn, Gravy & Corn Bread

Order An...Individual Turkey Dinner
With Homemade Stuffing, Gravy & Corn Bread

Dinner  Includes:
Mashed Potato

Choice of Vegetable:
Corn or Butternut Squash

Choice of Dessert:
Slice of Apple or Pumpkin Pie

$23.95 Per Person

Spinelli’s Will Cook Your Thanksgiving Dinner!
Please Place Your Orders Before

Tuesday, November  22, 2022
Order by phone or Drop by

Spinelli’s East Boston
282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128 

Telephone 617-567-1992 Fax 617-567-5150

Open Thanksgiving Day 8:00AM-1:00PM

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Spinelli’s East Boston

Spinelli’s is looking forward to 
having Thanksgiving with you!
Spinelli’s is looking forward to 
having Thanksgiving with you!

This year, Massport pro-
vided all food donations to 
five community programs: 
Crossroads Family Cen-
ter in East Boston, East 
Boston Community Soup 
Kitchen, South Boston 
Community Health Cen-
ter Food Pantry, Winthrop 

Community Food Pantry 
and Veterans Inc. Food 
Pantry in Worcester. These 
organizations serve hun-
dreds of local residents 
each month and provide 
critical assistance and sup-
port year-round.

Wu announces historic investments in programs for low- and middle-income homebuyers
in Boston.”

To assist Boston’s 
public housing residents 
and voucher participants 
in purchasing their first 
homes, the Boston Hous-
ing Authority (BHA) has 
created a new program in 
partnership with the City of 
Boston. BHA’s First Home 
Program is providing eli-
gible BHA residents with 
enhanced down payment 
assistance of up to $75,000 
for a home purchased with-
in the City of Boston. This 
program is available to 
all qualifying BHA pub-
lic housing and Section 8 
residents who purchase a 
home within the City of 
Boston. BHA has a goal 
to reach 100 households 
through this program. Sec-
tion 8 voucher participants 
can use their housing sub-
sidy towards their mort-
gage payments through 
the Section 8 (HCV) to 
Homeownership Program, 
a program the BHA is ex-
panding through this initia-
tive. BHA applicants will 
receive home buying coun-
seling support from the 
new BHA Homeownership 
advisor. BHA residents can 
learn more about the pro-
gram at bostonhousing.org/
firsthome.

“We have families that 
really want to purchase 
their own home, and can 
support a mortgage, but 
need to get over the hurdle 
of upfront down-payment 

costs,” said Kate Bennett, 
Administrator and CEO 
at the BHA.  “Providing 
homeownership opportuni-
ties to BHA public housing 
and Section 8 residents is a 
huge win—it means long 
term stability and oppor-
tunity for families here in 
Boston.”

Boston has an overall 
homeownership rate of 35 
percent, considerably less 
than the statewide home-
ownership rate of 62 per-
cent. Homeownership rates 
differ significantly by race 
and ethnicity, as 44 percent 
of Boston’s white house-
holds are homeowners, 
compared to 31 percent of 
Black or African American 
households, 30 percent of 
Asian or Pacific Islander 
households, and 17 per-
cent of Hispanic or Latinx 
households.

These investments in 
homeownership build on 
Mayor Wu’s initiatives to 
address Boston’s housing 
affordability, including fil-
ing a Home Rule Petition 
relative to real estate trans-
fer fees and senior prop-
erty tax relief, signing an 
Executive Order relative 
to affirmatively furthering 
fair housing, convening a 
Rent Stabilization Advi-
sory Committee to inform 
future legislative proposals 
and signing an Executive 
Order to streamline the 
approval process for af-
fordable housing.

Senior Center// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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are multiple bills “con-
cerning the safety of 
school children embarking 
and disembarking school 
buses” that can be found 
on MAlegislature.gov and 
that for 11 years, the Mas-
sachusetts State Legisla-
ture has failed to pass a 

bill that will authorize the 
use of a camera system to 
capture live video imag-
ing of vehicles illegally 
passing the school bus and 
would therefore enforce 
the law by issuing a cita-
tion in the mail. I’ve been 

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our 
mailing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 

02151.  Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 
Letters may also be e-mailed to 

editor@eastietimes.com.   
Letters must be signed. We reserve the right to 

edit for length and content.
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LETTER to the Editor

 To ensure safety for the 
citizens of Massachusetts, 
the Alcoholic Beverag-
es Control Commission 
(ABCC) will be conduct-
ing alcohol enforcement 
operations at bars in ma-
jor Massachusetts cities 
from Thanksgiving Eve 
through New Year’s Eve.

The primary objective 
will be to prevent im-
paired driving and oth-
er alcohol-related harm 
during the holiday season, 
which is known for heavy 
alcohol consumption. The 
ABCC will focus enforce-
ment efforts at bars iden-
tified as the last to sell al-
cohol to a convicted drunk 
driver.

“We want to make sure 
that everyone gets to en-
joy the holidays with fam-
ily and friends while at the 
same time avoiding trage-
dy and staying safe,” said 
State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg, who over-
sees the ABCC. “Vigi-
lant enforcement and de-
terring bar owners from 
over-serving prevents 
problems before they hap-
pen and helps keep people 
safe.”

The program is run 
in conjunction with the 
National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administra-
tion’s (NHTSA) Impaired 
Driving Crackdown, 
from Thanksgiving Eve 

through New Year’s Eve, 
and is funded through the 
Executive Office of Pub-
lic Safety and Security - 
Highway Safety Division.

“The RMV supports 
this enforcement work as 
safety on the roads is crit-
ical. Impairment impacts 
your ability to safely oper-
ate a motor vehicle. With 
December being National 
Drunk and Drugged Im-
paired Driving month, 
we encourage everyone 
attending holiday parties 
and social gatherings to 
have a plan for a desig-
nated driver or a rideshare 
service to bring them 
home. Be responsible and 
make the right decision 

to keep family, friends 
and other drivers, pedes-
trians, and bicyclists safe 
this holiday season,” said 
Registrar of Motor Vehi-
cles Colleen Ogilvie.”

The ABCC will also be 
working with local police 
departments that have 
identified high-risk loca-
tions in their communi-
ties.

Alcohol is involved 
in 40 percent of traffic 
crash fatalities resulting in 
17,013 fatalities and injur-
ing an estimated 275,000 
people annually. Data in-
dicates that well over 50% 
of impaired driving arrests 
originate at bars.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving is a uniquely American holiday, tracing 
its roots back 400 years to the Pilgrims and Indigenous 
People, long before there was even a thought of a Unit-
ed States of America. 

Thanksgiving is the ultimate family-centered holi-
day. It has no religious meaning, no national-celebra-
tion connotations, and no required gift-giving. It lacks 
the commercialism, religiosity, solemnity, and political 
overtones of all of our other national observances.

It is the only day on the calendar when we have no 
obligation other than to spend the day with those who 
mean the most to us. It asks nothing more from each of 
us (other than for the person who is doing all the cook-
ing!) beyond just showing up and enjoying the company 
of our family and friends and then having a great meal.

Thanksgiving is a national celebration that serves to 
remind us how blessed we are at a time when circum-
stances are so cruel for so many others in a world in 
which there are more refugees than at any time since 
the end of World War II thanks to Russia’s aggression 
in Ukraine.

Even amidst this time of turbulence in our own coun-
try, we all can agree that Thanksgiving makes us aware 
of how much we have to be thankful for. Despite our 
present trials and tribulations, Americans are remark-
ably fortunate to be in a country such as ours. 

Thanksgiving serves as a rare day for relaxation, 
reflection, and, inevitably (at least for some of us) a 
post-dinner nap while watching a football game or an 
early night of sleep. In a time when so many of us are 
connected 24/7 to some instrument of communication, 
it truly is a relief to have a day when we can just shut it 
all off.

We wish all of our readers a happy -- and restful -- 
Thanksgiving.

THANK YOU, NANCY PELOSI

The announcement last week by House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi that she will be stepping down from her lead-
ership role in the Democratic caucus (although she will 
remain as a member of the House) marks an end to one 
of the most remarkable political careers in American 
history.

Nancy Pelosi first was elected to the House in 1987 in 
a special election after raising five children as a stay-at-
home mom (which in itself is a remarkable feat!).

She soon rose to a leadership role among her Demo-
cratic colleagues for a simple reason: Nancy Pelosi was 
a lot smarter -- and more politically-savvy -- than any 
of them.

Her tenure as the first woman Speaker of the House 
in 2007 was groundbreaking and has paved the way for 
women to be accepted in the very upper-echelons of our 
government.

More than any other person, she was responsible for 
ensuring that the Affordable Care Act -- also known as 
Obamacare -- passed the House in 2010, a measure that 
has provided affordable health insurance for millions of 
Americans.

Despite being the object of what can only be de-
scribed as hatred by her political opponents, Nancy Pe-
losi persevered with a determination that far outshone 
her political rivals and that made her the most success-
ful and consequential Speaker of the House since the 
departure of Tip O’Neil in 1987.

Compared to both her Republican and Democratic 
counterparts of the recent past (think of lummoxes like 
Dennis Hastert, John Boehner, Jim Wright, and soon-to-
be Speaker Kevin McCarthy), Nancy Pelosi has been a 
giant in American politics.

The vitriol engendered by her political opponents 
finally struck Pelosi personally when her husband of 
almost 60 years, Paul Pelosi, was attacked by a ham-
mer-wielding assailant who broke into their home three 
weeks ago.

However, as she has throughout her entire life, Nancy 
Pelosi continues to move forward.

Despite all of her remarkable political accomplish-
ments, the one moment that always will stand out for 
us is when she was caught on film in a bunker while 
the Trump-inspired rioters were rampaging through the 
Capitol on January 6

“I hope he (Trump) comes,” the 80 year-old grand-
mother told her staff. “I want to punch him out.… I’ve 
been waiting for this…I’m gonna punch him out, and 
I’m gonna go to jail, and I’m gonna be happy.”

That epitomizes Nancy Pelosi -- a tough and dedicat-
ed public servant who has devoted almost half of her 82 
years in exemplary service to our country.

ABCC kicks off “Operation Safe Holidays”

ILLEGAL PASSING 
STOPPED SCHOOL 
BUS PROBLEM

To the Editor
Motorists are illegally 

passing stopped school 
buses at epidemic lev-
els. 41.8 million viola-
tions throughout a 180-
day school year, in fact. 
According to the 2022 
survey conducted by the 
National Association of 
State Directors of Pupil 
Transportation Services, 
America’s motoring pub-
lic are illegally passing 
school buses at “epidem-
ic levels.” Four Massa-
chusetts children were 
struck by motorists who 
failed to stop for the bus 
in 2014, 2021 & 2022. Vi-
olations are increasing at 
an alarmingly rapid rate 
and motorists are not only 
endangering the lives of 
children, they are getting 
away with it. It’s the law 
to stop for a school bus 

on both sides of the road 
when the red lights are 
flashing. When the yel-
low lights flash, drivers 
need to slow down and 
prepare to stop. Red flash-
ing lights and the extend-
ed stop sign indicate the 
school bus has stopped to 
let students on or off. This 
is one of the first rules 
of the road we learn in 
driving school. Children 
are taught and should be 
able to expect that cars 
will stop for them so they 
can safely get on or off 
the bus and also cross the 
street. This is my child’s 
first year taking the bus. 
I had no idea motorists 
were ignoring this law 
until I saw it for myself. 
I did some research and 
realized that unless you 
are driving a school bus, 
or actively involved in 
combating the problem, 
people have no idea how 
bad the situation is.

I also discovered there 

See LETTER Page 5
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Looking for a fami-
ly-friendly way to kick 
off the holiday season? 
On Saturday, December 
3 from 10am to 1pm The 
HYM Investment Group 
LLC, “HYM”, will host 
its 2nd annual “Holiday 
Happenings” event at 
Suffolk Downs. “Holiday 
Happenings” will feature 
all kinds of holiday fun 
including free photos with 
Santa, holiday crafts with 
Essem Art Studio, and 
cookies, cannoli and hot 
cocoa from Uncle Joey’s 
Cannoli.

The event is free to 
all and open to the pub-
lic. Attendees who are 
able to are encouraged 
to bring unwrapped toys 
to the event, which will 
be donated to the Eastie 
Elves and the Revere Po-
lice Department toy drive. 
Due to the generosity of 
last year’s attendees, over 
250 toys were collected in 
2021 and distributed to lo-
cal families in need. 

“We look forward to 
being joined by many lo-
cal families again at this 
year’s ‘Holiday Happen-
ings’,” said Thomas N. 
O’Brien, Managing Part-
ner and Chief Executive 
Officer of HYM. “The hol-
idays are a time to spend 
with family and communi-
ty, and we are proud that 

Suffolk Downs can play a 
part in that time.” 

Those interested in at-
tending are encouraged 
to register online. More 
information about Holi-
day Happenings and all 
upcoming events can 
be found on the Suffolk 
Downs website and social 

channels. Suffolk Downs 
is located adjacent to the 
MBTA Beachmont and 
Suffolk Downs Blue Line 
stations. Free parking is 
available on site in Lot #3 
at 525 McClellan High-
way in East Boston. 

The HYM Investment 
Group is a premier devel-

opment company that is 
leading the development 
of more than 20 million 
square feet of real estate 
throughout Greater Bos-
ton. The company creates 
mixed-use communities 
that strive to push the 
needle on sustainability, 
creativity, and technology 
for a more productive and 
resilient future.  

The team has an un-
paralleled knowledge of 
the development process 
that allows the company 
to bring complex projects 
to market through com-
munity input and support. 
Through experience, re-
lationship building, and 
transparency with all 
stakeholders, HYM is able 
to deliver projects on-time 
and on budget in order to 
bring a material return for 
its investors.  

With a team made up 
of 50% women and 30% 
people of color, HYM is 
committed to building 
projects that prioritize 
inclusion and embrace 
Greater Boston’s rich di-
versity. From projects like 
Suffolk Downs to Bul-
finch Crossing, the team 
is leading the industry on 
creating some of the most 
thriving neighborhoods in 
the region. www.hymin-
vestments.com  PLEASE VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

Suffolk Downs to host Holiday Happenings event

All the children enjoy having their picture taken with Santa 
Claus.

COLD 
WEATHER 
IS COMING!
The Boston Home Center 
can help you make any necessary 
home repairs.

The Boston 
Home Center 
offers 
INTEREST-
FREE LOANS 
to cover repairs 
inside and 
outside 
of your home. 

They also 
provide 
assistance 
throughout 
the repair 
process.

Housing

Learn more about 
Boston Home Center
Home Repair Programs 

Special to the Times-Free Press

Boston Public Schools 
and the Boston Schools 
Fund, a non-profit orga-
nization that seeks to ad-
vance educational equity 
in Boston by providing 
access to high-quality 
schools, are proud to an-
nounce this year’s recipi-
ents of the Boston Schools 
Fund PEAK (Partnering 
with Educators to Accel-
erate Knowledge) Grants 
at the Rafael Hernán-
dez Dual Language 
K-8 School in Roxbury. 
PEAK Grants will pro-
vide schools with funding 
to focus on two important 
goals: improving student 
outcomes and increasing 
the use of high-quality in-
structional materials with 
integrity.

The first cohort of 
schools to receive PEAK 
Grants for the 2022-23 
school year will include 
the Adams Elementary 
School in East Boston, 
the Sumner Elementa-
ry School in Roslindale, 
and the Rafael Hernandez 
Dual Language School in 
Roxbury. These PEAK 
Schools, including the 
Conservatory Lab Char-
ter School in Dorchester, 
will receive a combined 
$420,000 in funding over 

this school year and re-
ceive technical assistance 
and coaching from na-
tional expert partners. 
The PEAK Grants (Part-
nering with Educators to 
Accelerate Knowledge) 
will invest over $2.3 M to 
improve school quality in 
up to 12 Boston Schools 
over the next three years 
with targeted support of 
high-quality instruction 
and aligned professional 
learning. The funds, of up 
to $100,000 per year, will 
be split between vetted 
technical assistance pro-
viders and direct funding 
for schools. 

“It is truly an honor to 
have so many dedicated 
partners throughout our 

community,” said Super-
intendent Mary Skipper. 
“Like I always say, it takes 
a village to build up Bos-
ton Public Schools and I 
want to thank all of our 
partners, especially BSF, 
for understanding the im-
portance of community 
and philanthropic involve-
ment. It will take all of 
us to make BPS a better 
place for our students and 
I am proud to see the sheer 
amount of support we 
have here in Boston.” 

Reaching 1,586 stu-
dents in its first cohort, 
BSF plans to grow the 
PEAK Grants program to 
at least two new cohorts 
of 3-4 additional schools 
in 2022-23 and 2023-24. 

BSF and Boston Public 
Schools will partner in 
monitoring progress, and 
evaluating key outcome 
indicators for students and 
schools in the program.

“We’ve been follow-
ing the research and data 
closely for years, and we 
know what is at stake,” 
said Boston Schools Fund 
CEO, Will Austin. “When 
schools utilize high-qual-
ity instructional materials 
- and educators are sup-
ported and trusted - stu-
dent academic outcomes 
improve.” 

Each school’s initial fo-
cus this year is in service 

of improving student out-
comes as determined by 
their success in both their 
school-specific program-
matic goals and other met-
rics such as MCAS, MAP 
testing, and enrollment 
data. Partners strategically 
work with school leaders 
and teachers to build their 
capacity to effectively use 
high-quality instructional 
materials over time. The 
PEAK Grant for the Her-
nandez School is made 
possible through the Bos-
ton Schools Fund’s part-
nership with the Canizales 
Group and will focus on 
the biliteracy curricu-

lum and will implement 
benchmark advantage 
curriculum for students 
from kindergarten through 
second grade. In addition 
to BSF, initial funding 
for the PEAK Grant pro-
gram is being provided 
by Thomas H. Lee Part-
ners, Plymouth Rock As-
surance, Someone Else’s 
Child Foundation, and the 
Mabel Louise Riley Foun-
dation. 

“Community support is 
crucial to the success of 
our students,” said Boston 
School Committee Chair-

Boston Schools Fund PEAK Grants recipients announced

Will Austin, Joanna McKeigue Cruz, Jessica Tang, School Committee Member Lorena Lop-
era, Superintendent Mary Skipper, Carolina Brito, Lisa Jackon, Meghan Welch, and Nicole 
Mack.

Principal at Boston Public Schools Joanna McKeigue Cruz 
socialized during the event.

See GRANTS Page 9

 617.482.4787         rstprioritycu.com 

Looking for GREAT RATES? 
Share Cer�cate Specials  

12‐month 2.50% 
24‐month 2.75% 
30‐month 3.00% 

Your Community Credit Union—local banking you can trust!  

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rate effec�ve as of October 25, 2022 for new money only. 
Rates are subject to change without no�ce.  Minimum deposit to open Share Cer�cate and 
earn adver�sed APY is $1000.  Penalty for early withdrawal will apply and may reduce earn-
ings. Must have or open a Share Account with FPCU and maintain a minimum balance of $5.00.  
Funds are Federally Insured by NCUA.  Funds in excess of federal limits are fully insured by 
MISC.  
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SALESIAN BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 16TH ANNUAL PASTA DINNER 

Fight the Flu!
Get your flu shot and 
help stop the spread.

East Boston Neighborhood Health Center is offering 
the flu vaccine to everyone six months and older. 
Call 617-568-4500 to schedule an appointment or 
scan the QR code for more information. Patients and 
non-patients are welcome. You can also receive the 
latest COVID-19 booster during your appointment. 

www.ebnhc.org

MEET ME 
IN THE CITY

Make merry with your city's 
vibrant and diverse restaurants, 

shops, and events. Explore at 
allinclusivebos.com.

Gianna Troville, Elizabeth and Marra Yepes, and Dwayne 
Simmons.

David Castro Cen, a Salesian Boys & Girls Club member, 
with Geraldine and Bryan Castro Cen.

Mike Triant, Boys & Girls Club Executive Director, Councilor 
Gigi Coletta, and Anita Belmonte, Salesian Boys & Girls 
Club Director of Development.

Emily Sacco, 9-years-old, serving pasta to her dad, Chris 
Sacco, and aunt, Louise Gaudino.

Joe Steffano and Mike Triant preparing pasta with the help 
of Chase, Christian, and Callie Triant, and Eli Tennan.

Councilor Gigi Coletta, Father Bill Keane, Anna Marie Fiore, 
and Anna Maria Firicano.

Salesian Boys & Girls Club board members.
Salesian Boys & Girls Club staff and volunteer servers

The Machado Family and friends
Salesian Boys & Girls Club staff

Nick, Tiffany, and Phoebe Free, 7-months-old. Melissa Triant and Sinitia Orellana.

Love you and 
miss you 

Louise Hanton 
aka  MA, Grandma 

and LOU
xoxoxo

Greetings and Greetings and 
happy thanksgiving from happy thanksgiving from 

the SUNSHINE STATEthe SUNSHINE STATE

Photos and story                       

by Marianne Salza

The Salesian Boys & 
Girls Club held the 16th 

Annual Pasta Dinner 
Fundraiser – the first in-
house pasta dinner since 
2020 -- on November 18. 
More than 250 members 

of the community gath-
ered for supper and raffles 
in support of youth pro-
graming. Father Jack Jan-
ko blessed the youth that 

the club serves, parents as 
they guide their children, 
and the family and friends 
in attendance for the spe-
cial meal. 
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Thanksgiving
Happy

From Your 
Friends at The 
East Boston 

Times- Free Press
Gratitude unlocks the fullness of 

life. It turns what we have into 
enough, and more. It turns denial 

into acceptance, chaos to order, 
confusion to clarity. It can turn 

a meal into a feast, a house into 
a home, a stranger into a friend. 

Gratitude makes sense of our past, 
brings peace for today and creates 

a vision for tomorrow.

Wishing you and your 
families a bountiful 
Thanksgiving and 
happy and healthy 

holiday season

Lydia Edwards
STATE SENATOR

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

$10 A MONTH
Planet Fitness

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

ADRIAN 
MADAROMADARO

Happy 
Thanksgiving

From the staff of…

CHANNEL FISH
370 East Eagle Street

East Boston, MA
617-569-3200

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com
971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
Have a Happy & Healthy Thanksgiving
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING  

Only $10 A MONTH 
175 McClellan Highway | East Boston | 617-569-2020 Renovations Complete!  

270 Charger Street | Revere | 781-629-5409  
151 VFW Parkway | Revere (Wonderland) | 781-629-5626  

from your friends at Planet Fitness

MARCH
TUESDAY

ELECTION 
DAY

31

ADRIANMADARO.COM
ADRIANFORREP @ADRIANMADARO

Thank you  
East Boston!

I am honored  
and grateful  

for your support.

state representative

ADRIAN 
MADAROMADARO
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Thanksgiving

From the staff of…

CHANNEL FISH
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Sat, Nov. 21, 1903 SB 30; EB 0  Locust Street playground,
   Dorchester
Thu, Nov. 12, 1914 EB 12; SB 6  Wood Island Park, East Boston
Thu, Nov. 25, 1915 SB 7; EB 0  McNary Playground, 
  South Boston
November, 1916 No game
November ?, 1917 SB 18; EB 6
Mon, Nov. 25, 1918 SB 19; EB 7  M Street Park, South Boston
Thur, Nov. 13, 1919 EB 75; SB 0  at East Boston
November ?, 1920 EB 14; SB 13
Tue, Nov. 8, 1921 EB 21; SB 0  Braves Field
November, 1922 No game, snow
November  , 1923 EB 14; SB 6
Wed, Nov. 6, 1924 Tied 0-0  Brookline High School field
Wed, Nov. 25, 1925 EB 16; SB 9  University Heights, Newton
Mon, Nov. 22, 1926 EB 9; SB 0  Fenway Park
Wed, Nov. 23, 1927 SB 26; EB 7  Fenway Park 
Wed, Nov. 28, 1928 SB 7; EB 6  Braves Field
Thu, Nov. 26, 1929 SB 13; EB 0  Braves Field
November 24, 1930 SB 9; EB 6  Fens Stadium
Tue, Nov. 25, 1931 SB 7; EB 6  Fenway Park
Tue, Nov. 22, 1932 Tied 0-0  Fenway
Mon, Nov. 27, 1933 Tied 0-0  Fenway
Tue, Nov. 27, 1934 EB 6; SB 0  Fenway 
Tue, Nov. 26, 1935 SB 13; EB 7  Fenway Park
Tue, Nov. 24, 1936 No game due to snow storm
Wed, Nov. 24, 1937 SB 12; EB 0  Braves Field
Mon, Nov. 21, 1938 SB 30; EB 14 Braves Field
Tue, Nov. 28, 1939 EB 6; SB 2  Braves Field

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH, THROUGH WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 30TH 2022

Margherita Genoa Salami..............................$7.99/lb
Swiss Lorraine Cheese ..................................$9.99/lb
Besty Yet Imported Cooked Ham ............... $5.99/lb
Margherita Hot Cappicola ............................ $5.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, November 25th through Sunday November 27th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Natures Finest Red Bliss Potatoes ................ $2.99 
5 lb bag
Fresh & Crisp Broccoli Crowns......................$1.89/lb 
Fresh Sweet Blackberries ................................. $2.99 
Fresh & Crisp Celery Hearts ......................... 2/$5.00
Delicious Tropical Mangos ..............................4/$5.00

Bakery

BAKERY
8" Boston Cheese Cake ................................ $10.99
Our Own Bagels 4pk ........................................ $2.99

DELI
Best Yet Roast Beef ...................................$8.99/lb
Russer Wunderbar German Bologna ....... $2.89/lb
Our Own In Store Antipasto ......................$6.99/lb

PRODUCE
Green Giant Baby Cut Carrots 1lb Pkg ........4/$5.00 limit 4
Fresh & Sweet Seedless Green Grapes ...$1.89/lb

MEAT
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Breast ...... $1.69/lb 

limit 3pkgs 
Family Pack Chicken Tenders ......$1.79/lb limit 3 pkgs
Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 26-30ct.   ...............$9.99

GROCERY
Tropicana Orange Juice 52oz.  ....... 2/$6.00 limit 4
Kemps Frozen Yogurt  ...................... 2/$6.00 limit 2
Folgers Ground Coffee ...................... 2/$6.00 limit 2

Cinnamon Rolls  6 pk ............................................$4.99 
"Gluten Free'" Mini Apple Cider Donuts.............$7.99 
Rosemary Olive Oil Bread ................................... $5.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Boneless New York Strip Steaks .. $6.99/lb 
limit 2 pkgs

Boneless Chuck Roast .......................4.99/lb
Bonelss Center Cut Pork Chops .... $1.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ..........$1.19/lb

Mrs. Budds Chicken Pot Pies .............. $6.99

Family Pack SpecialsChicken of the Sea Chunk Light Canned 
Tuna ...............................................................10/$10.00
Bushs Variety Beans ..................................10/$10.00
Best Yet Apple Juice  64 oz ..........................2/$4.00
Ragu Pasta Sauce ............................................2/$4.00
Peter Pan Peanut Butter .................................2/$4.00
Swiss Miss Cocoa ............................................ 2/$5.00
Prince Pasta ...................................................... 3/$4.00

(ex lasagna-jumbo shells-gluten free)
Tide Liquid Pods .....................................................$6.99 
Red Pack Tomatoes ..........................................3/$5.00
Best Yet Bread Crumbs ..................................2/$3.00
Pepperidge Farm Layer Cakes .............................$3.99 
McCains French Fries .......................................2/$7.00
Mama Rosies Pasta .............................................$4.99 
Kelloggs Egg French Toast Sticks ................ 2/$5.00
Dannon Light & Fit Yogurt ............................ 10/$7.00
Axelrod Sour Cream  16 oz .............................3/$5.00

"while supplies last"

The 104th game be-
tween the East Boston 
High School and South 
Boston High School foot-
ball teams takes place 
Thursday morning at 
White Stadium.  Kick-off 
time is 9:30 a.m. sharp.  

The East Boston Jets, 
led by John Parziale (13th 
season) are 1-8.  The lone 
win came on November 4 
when the Jets beat Min-
uteman 48-18 at a home 
game.  The South Boston 

Knights, led by Germaine 
Sattiawhite (6th season) 
are 0-8. 

Last year, the Thanks-
giving game was played at 
Fenway Park on Nov 23. 
The Jets pummeled the 
Knights 50-0 and ended 
at 8-2.  The rivalry began 
in 1903 but over the years, 
there have been games 
cancelled or missed for 
various reasons. The 
Thanksgiving game in 
2020 was cancelled due 

to the Covid 19 pandemic 
but made up on April 23, 
2001.  The Jets won 36-0.  
The SB Knights last won 
the Thanksgiving Day 
game in 2008 by a score 
of 34-6.  The Jets have a 
13 year win streak on the 
line as they prepare for 
the game.   Overall, East 
Boston leads the series at 
54-42.   All are welcome 
to come out and cheer on 
both teams.  

The Jets will hit the ground running on Thanksgiving morning and hope to make it 14 in a 
row with another win over Southie.

East Boston and South Boston meet 
Thanksgiving Day at White Stadium

The East Boston and South Boston High School 
Football Rivalry 1903 – 2022

Fri, Nov. 22, 1940 SB 12; EB 6  Beehive
Wed, Nov. 19, 1941 SB 6; EB 0  Braves Field
1942 No game due to rain
1943 No game due to rain
Thu, Nov. 23, 1944 SB 33; EB 0  Braves Field
Sat, Nov. 24, 1945 SB 14; EB 6   Braves Field
Thu, Nov. 28, 1946 Tied 12-12  Fenway Park
Thu, Nov. 26, 1947 EB 19; SB 0  Fenway Park
Thu, Nov. 25, 1948 EB 28; SB 0  Fenway Park
Thu, Nov. 24, 1949 EB 7; SB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 1950 EB 13; SB 12 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 22, 1951 EB 7; SB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 27, 1952 SB 13; EB 7  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 27, 1953 SB 26; EB 0  White Stadium
Sat, Nov. 27, 1954 EB 0; SB 0   White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 24, 1955 SB 6; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 1956 EB 14; SB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov, 28, 1957 SB 32; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 27, 1958 SB 36; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 26, 1959 SB 16; EB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 24, 1960 SB 48; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 1961 SB 30; EB 0  White Stadium
Sat, Nov. 24, 1962 SB 42; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 28, 1963 SB 28; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 27, 1964 SB 14; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 25, 1965 SB 28; EB 12 White Stadium

The Jets take the field during a previous game.

See RIVALRY Page 9

A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

PLEASE

 RECYCLE
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Rivalry  // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Combo Rates available!  
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 

$30000 per month
 per site 

Extend your Business’s reach 
with Online Advertising!

AD SIZE

in pixels
W: 160px
H: 600px

——————

please send 
in “png”
format

reverejournal.com •winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com 

eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 
charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com

northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com

jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

Call 781-485-0588 to get started!

Letter // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

researching this “bus stop-
arm camera” program and 
learned that technology 
companies can provide 
the cameras and imple-
ment the program with no 
up-front cost to the state. 
Some are also finding that 
this type of video monitor-
ing not only enforces the 
law but also reduces the 
number of repeat offens-
es by 98%. (STREETS-
BLOG 9/13/22). “At least 
24 states have school bus 
stop-arm camera laws,” 
says the National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures.

Technology exists, our 
lawmakers are aware of 
the problem, they can 
amend existing laws to 
work around any obsta-
cle and yet they continue 
to kick this can down the 
road. I’ve heard privacy 
is a concern. Since when 
does the privacy of some-
one endangering chil-
dren’s lives outweigh pro-

tecting them? I’ve been 
told that it takes a long 
time to pass a bill. While 
the clock is ticking, kids 
are getting hit by cars and 
drivers are getting worse. 
How many kids need to 
get hurt or killed before 
anything is done?

Why isn’t there a mas-
sive “Stop for the bus” or 
“Don’t hit a kid” aware-
ness campaign from the 
state? Is “minding the 
plows” more important 
than our children? Bus 
companies welcome the 
technology. Mark Healey, 
owner of Healey Bus 
Company says, “Keeping 
the kids safe is our number 
one priority. Every day we 
talk to our drivers about 
safety, we provide safety 
education classes regular-
ly and we are doing ev-
erything that we are sup-
posed to be doing to keep 
the children safe, but we 
need the public to do their 

part too.” This mom is do-
ing her part. I am making 
some noise and talking to 
anyone who will listen. I 
also started an online pe-
tition urging the MA Leg-
islature to pass the School 
Bus Stop-Arm Camera 
bill into law. This is a 
no-brainer folks - put the 
cameras on the outside of 
the buses, issue citations 
and reduce the number 
of repeat violations - all 
with no upfront costs to 
the state and taxpayers - to 
save kid’s lives.

To support this initia-
tive, please visit https://
www.change.org/stop-
schoolbuspassing

To voice your support, 
call the leader in your dis-
trict and urge them to pass 
the School Bus Stop-Arm 
Camera law. Their infor-
mation can be found on 
https://malegislature.gov/
Legislators/Leadership

Maria Scheri

Thu, Nov. 24, 1966 SB 30; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 1967 SB 14; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 28, 1968 EB 6; SB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 27, 1969 Tied 0-0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 26, 1970 SB 8; EB 0  White Stadium
Sat, Nov. 27, 1971 SB 6; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 1972 SB 22; EB 12 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 22, 1973 SB 16; EB 0  White Stadium
November, 1974 No game
Sat, Nov. 25, 1975 SB 22; EB 0  Boston University
Thu, Nov. 25, 1976 SB 12; EB 7  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 24, 1977 EB 22; SB 8  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 1978 EB 46; SB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 22, 1979 EB 30; SB 0  White Stadium 
Thu, Nov. 27, 1980 EB 26; SB 14 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 26, 1981 EB 8; SB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 25, 1982 EB 14; SB 12 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 24, 1983 EB 18; SB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 22, 1984 EB 23; SB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 28, 1985 EB 26; SB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 27, 1986 EB 20; SB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 26, 1987 EB 25; SB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 24, 1988 EB 16; SB 14 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 1989 EB 14; SB 8  Daly Field, Bright 
Fri, Nov. 22, 1990 SB 16; EB 15 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 28, 1991 SB 14; EB 12 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 26, 1992 EB 20; SB 14 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 25, 1993 SB 46; EB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 24, 1994 EB 30; SB 22 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 1995 EB 26; SB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 28, 1996 SB 34; EB 20 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 27, 1997 SB 13; EB 12 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 26, 1998 SB 34; EB 16 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 25, 1999 EB 14; SB 10 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 2000 EB 12; SB 8  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 22, 2001 EB 14; SB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 28, 2002 SB 14; EB 0 (OT) White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 27, 2003 EB 36; SB 16 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 25, 2004 EB 41; SB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 24, 2005 EB 22; SB 12 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 2006 EB 41; SB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 22, 2007 EB 26; SB 6  White Stadium 
Thu, Nov. 27, 2008 SB 34; EB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 26, 2009 EB 42; SB 8  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 25, 2010 EB 28; SB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 24, 2011 EB 12; SB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 22, 2012 EB 22; SB 14 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 28, 2013 EB 50; SB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 27, 2014 EB 24; SB 6  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 26, 2015 EB 41; SB 8  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 24, 2016 EB 59; SB 12 White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 23, 2017 EB 16; SB 0  White Stadium
Thu, Nov. 22, 2018 EB 22; SB 6  Sartori Stadium
Thu, Nov. 28, 2019 EB 36; SB 14 White Stadium
Fri, April 23, 2021  EB 36; SB 0  Sartori Stadium
Tue, Nov. 23, 2021 EB 50; SB 0  Fenway Park

Story & Photo by Marianne Salza

Lifelong East Boston 
resident, Christine Ric-
ci-McNamee, developed 
a love of reading from her 
mother, Elena. She fondly 
remembers her first expe-
rience walking around the 
corner together from her 
home to visit the Orient 
Heights Branch Library. 
The shy, 6-year-old girl 
was fascinated. 

“My mom was an avid 
reader. She used to always 
bring home books and 
read them to me,” Mc-
Namee reminisced. “She 
took me to get my first 
library card. They were 
paper and you signed your 
name on them.”

Now McNamee has 
written a children’s book 
inspired by those jaunty 
trips to the library with 
her mother. “Louella and 
the Librarian,” the story 
of an 8-year-old girl’s first 
time at the library, was 
published November 1 by 
Leaning Rock Press, and 

illustrated by Patrick Re-
gan.

In “Louella and the Li-
brarian,” Louella meets 
diverse friends of all abil-
ities; and discovers art, 
cooking, and the world 
through books. She meets 
Margie the librarian, who 
brings Louella on a tour 
of the charming space 
furnished with chairs and 
shelves perfect for Louel-
la’s petite frame. 

McNamee based Mar-
gie on librarian, Mary La-
Follette, who she bonded 
with growing up during 
her visits to the library 
every other day with her 
mother. Mary was a jolly 
woman from Charlestown 
who hosted story times, 
and arts and crafts for chil-
dren. 

“She used to make 
homemade bookmarks for 
each season, and put dec-
orations on the windows,” 
recalled McNamee. “She 
used to save books in 
the back for patrons. She 
worked in the library for 

over 50 years.”
McNamee remembers 

affectionately watching 
LaFollette repair book 
spines and jackets at her 
wooden desk. She worked 
as LaFollette’s library aid 
in high school and into 
college. 

“She had plants on her 
desk, and a jar of glue to 
mend books,” described 
McNamee. “She made an 
impression on me. I loved 
the library. It was fun. 
They would have holiday 
parties. At Christmastime, 
Mary would have cook-
ies and punch. Everybody 
would get together.” 

“Louella and the Li-
brarian” is dedicated to 
LaFollette, a mother of 
two children. 

“Her daughter was hon-
ored and excited,” said 
McNamee. “She remem-
bered me when I was a 
kid.”

McNamee has been 
writing poetry and short 
stories since she was 
8-years-old. Growing up, 

McNamee liked reading 
mystery books, like “Nan-
cy Drew;” and works by 
authors, Judy Blume and 
Beverly Cleary. She re-
called reading 60 books 
one particular year for a 
summer reading club that 
her mother had enrolled 
her in. McNamee saved 
the proudly-earned certif-
icate in an album. 

“Louella and the Li-
brarian” is McNamee’s 
third book, and can be pur-
chased on Amazon (where 
it is selling numerously in 
France, Poland, Germany, 
and Canada). “Louella and 
the Librarian” can also be 
found at Robin’s Nest, and 
the Winthrop Book Depot 
& Café, 11 Somerset Ave-
nue, Winthrop, where Mc-
Namee will be holding a 
book signing on Saturday, 
December 3, 11am-12pm. 

McNamee is currently 
working on a sequel to her 
second book, “Logan and 
the Lost Luggage,” also 
illustrated by Patrick Re-
gan, and anticipated to be 

published in the spring of 
2023. “Logan and the Lost 
Luggage” is a finalist of 
The Independent Author 
Network’s Book of the 
Year Award, an interna-

tional competition.  
Readers can contact 

Christine Ricci-McNamee 
through Instagram at east-
ie_author.

Louella and the Librarian

Christine Ricci-McNamee, author of “Louella and the Librar-
ian.”

person Jeri Robinson. 
“Partners like BSF help us 
to make an indelible mark 
on our community and 
have such a positive im-
pact on the lives of count-
less children. On behalf of 
the entire BPS family, I 
cannot stress enough how 
grateful we are to BSF 
and how we look forward 
to our continued partner-
ship.” 

Since its founding in 
2015, the Boston Schools 
Fund (BSF) has invested 

$20 million in grant fund-
ing, impacting 50 Boston 
schools and 20,000 Boston 
children. PEAK Grants 
are BSF’s second genera-
tion of grants aimed at im-
proving school quality for 
historically underserved 
students, including Black 
and Brown students, En-
glish Learners, and stu-
dents with disabilities. 

“Educators and stu-
dents need the support of 
our community to thrive,” 
said President Jessica 

Tang of the Boston Teach-
ers Union. “Grants like 
these help our schools to 
provide the learning and 
growth opportunities our 
students need and deserve, 
so they can attend schools 
they are proud and excited 
to be a part of.” 

To date, BSF’s grant 
support for Boston Public 
Schools has totaled just 
under $4M over seven 
years since BSF’s found-
ing in 2015.

Grants  // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416
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A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

APT FOR RENT

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

YOUR 
AD 

HERE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

PLASTERING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

Advertise for 3 months 
for only:

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE
CALL 781-485-0588 OR EMAIL DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Please 
recycle 

this news 
paper

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

2 col. x 2 inch
$240.00 for 
3 Months 

EAST BOSTON - Disabled 
adult needs personal care 
attendant for evenings and 
weekends. 
Pay is $17.71 hour. Call 

Tom at 617-304-7243 or 
email at tnesbitt@workinc.
org. 
11/3

HELP WANTED

For Lease
Excellent Sublease opportunity 
1-4 offices Available Nov 15, 2022  
The Schrafft Center Charlestown, 
MaGreat amenities, cafeteria, gym 
& more. Flexible, Furnished & Ready 
for you. Contact Kelly @617-529-
2644 / email 
robin82ward@gmail.com11/17

SPACE AVAILABLE 
REVERE beach, 2 bedrm, 
HW/HT included, 1 parking 
space, available now, first 

and last required,available 
now, $2600 call 781-558-
8640. 11/30.

FOR SALE

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

All women over 40 should 
have a mammogram once 
a year. Breast cancer 
found early offers the best 
chance to be cured. Free 
or low cost mammograms 
are available. 

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms Save Lives.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a year. 
Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345Mammograms Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

Mammograms 
Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should 

have a mammogram once a 

year. Breast cancer found 

early offers the best chance 

to be cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

For more information and 

answers to any of your cancer 

questions, contact us any time, 

day or night.

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org        1.800.ACS.2345

Hope.Progress.Answers.®

FAN GEAR BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
New Era 59Fifty fitted caps! Huge 
inventory of asst. 
Licensed, authentic apparel MLB, 
NFL, NBA, NHL etc. 
Bulk Buyers Only - email:
 testajoseph1@comcast.net
12/8
_______
Winthrop, Tewksbury st. Legal 
Three Family with single home in 
rear on same lot. call 
617-569-2016. 11/23.

Personal Care Attendant
Everett - Personal Care 
attendant needed. 3-7pm. 

Shifts available. Please call 
Susan 617-389-6190
12/14

HELP WANTED - PCA

On Election Day  Sen. 
Lydia Edwards continued 
the more than 50 year tra-
dition of the Santarpios 

Election Day lunch, and 
was the first woman to 
host it. 

SEN. EDWARDS  HOLDS 
SANTARPIOS ELECTION DAY 

LUNCH

The following officials were in attendance: US Senator 
Markey, US Rep. Katherine Clark, US Rep. Ayanna Pressley, 
AG Maura Healey now Governor-elect, Mayor Kim Driscoll 
now LG Elect, Treasurer Deb Goldberg, Mayor Michelle 
Wu, Suffolk DA Kevin Hayden, Sheriff Steve Tompkins, City 
Councilor Kenzie Bok, Councilor Ed Flynn, Councilor Ga-
briela Coletta, Rep. Jessica Giannino, Rep. Adrian Madaro, 
Rep. Jeff Turco, Rep. Dan Ryan, Suffolk County Register Of 
Deeds Stephen Murphy, Maura Doyle SJC Clerk.

Sen. Lydia Edwards greets the guests who came out to 
Santarpios for the Election Day lunch.

The Baker-Polito Admin-
istration is announcing sev-
eral changes to the Massa-
chusetts Offers Rebates for 
Electric Vehicles Program 
(MOR-EV Program), which 
provides rebates for the pur-
chase or lease of electric 
vehicles (EVs), in order to 
continue efforts to reduce 
air pollution and to increase 
access to clean transpor-
tation options across the 
Commonwealth. Light-du-
ty battery electric vehicles 
(BEVs) and fuel cell elec-
tric vehicles (FCEVs) pur-
chased or leased for at least 
36 months now qualify for 
a rebate of $3,500 for eli-
gible applications received 
on or after November 10, 
2022. Additionally, annual 
and lifetime vehicle caps for 
the number of fleet electric 
vehicles acquired with a 
gross vehicle weight rating 
(GVWR) of 8,500 pounds 
or less have been eliminat-
ed. Eligible Plug-in Hybrid 
Electric Vehicles (PHEVs) 
with an all-electric range of 
25 miles or greater will con-
tinue to receive rebates of 
$1,500. These changes are 
being announced following 
Governor Charlie Baker 
signing An Act Relating to 
Economic Growth and Re-
lief for the Commonwealth 
on Thursday, November 10, 
2022, which provides $50 
million in funding for elec-
tric vehicle incentives.

“The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration has taken an 
aggressive approach to re-
ducing harmful greenhouse 
gas emissions in an effort 
to improve air quality, mit-
igate the impacts of climate 
change, and achieve the 
state’s emissions reduction 
goals,” said Energy and En-
vironmental Affairs Secre-
tary Beth Card. “By making 
these significant changes 
to the MOR-EV Program, 
more people will be eligible 
to receive rebates that offset 
the cost of electric vehicles 
purchases, making them 
more affordable and further 
accelerating our efforts to 
decarbonize the transporta-
tion sector.”

The MOR-EV Program 
aims to provide air pollution 
emission reductions for the 
Commonwealth by increas-
ing the use of electric vehi-
cles. Funded by DOER and 

administered statewide by 
the Center for Sustainable 
Energy (CSE), the MOR-EV 
Program provides rebates 
for the purchase or lease 
of battery electric vehicles, 
fuel-cell electric vehicles, 
and plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicles. Further changes to 
the MOR-EV Program are 
expected to be announced 
in the Spring of 2023. Since 
June 2014, the MOR-EV 
Program has issued more 
than $54 million in rebates, 
incentivizing the purchase 
of more than 26,000 elec-
tric vehicles. Earlier this 
year, an independent report 
was commissioned that de-
termined the program has 
been cost-effective while 
providing a number of rec-
ommendations for program 
design. For additional in-
formation regarding MOR-
EV, including all eligibility 
details, please visit the pro-
gram’s webpage. Addition-
al details regarding rebates 
for electric vehicles greater 
than 8,500 pounds GVWR 
can be found by visiting the 
MOR-EV Trucks Program 
website.

The funding for the pro-
gram comes from the sign-
ing of An Act Relating to 
Economic Growth and Re-
lief for the Commonwealth, 
which promotes economic 
development, strengthens 
health and human services, 
advances clean energy and 
resiliency, expands afford-
able housing production, 
and invests in Massachu-
setts communities, busi-
nesses, and workers. The 
legislation included funding 
for several proposals intro-
duced by the Baker-Polito 
Administration in the FOR-
WARD economic develop-
ment bill that was filed in 
April and in multiple sup-
plemental budget proposals, 
including the most recent 
proposal from August to 
close out Fiscal Year 2022 
(FY22). The bill is funded 
by a combination of state 
resources, including FY22 
surplus revenue, and feder-
al funds from the American 
Rescue Plan Act Fiscal Re-
covery Fund (ARPA-FRF). 
Several other changes to 
the MOR-EV program will 
need to be pursued after ad-
ditional plans are developed 
for implementation.

Updates to MOR-EV 
Program announced
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Copy for a Sticky due
3 weeks prior to  run date

Four Options to Choose From

$900

7,000 COPIES
2-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
2-COLOR

4-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE A COMBINATION OF COLORS.
2-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE MADE WITH ANY 2 COLORS

7,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM       DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
781-485-0588

$600 $800$700

Call or Email Your Rep Today! 

STICK TO IT!
Share your message in our 
paper with a STICKY NOTE

OPEN HOUSE?
STICK IT!

FUNDRAISER?
STICK IT!

NEED-TO-KNOW  
INFO?
STICK IT!

Keep your name in 
the eyes of our 
thousands of 

readers!

Wednesday, August 19, 2020

BOOK YOUR POST ITCall Your Advertising Rep(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient HeightsEast Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 
eastietimes.com

LOVE WHERE
 YOU LIVE.

BLOCK8.LIVE

By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

See SUFFOLK Page 8

See HARBOR Page 2

See SUMMER Page 2

See YMCA Page 6

Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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On Tuesday, Novem-
ber 15, Lawrence Michael 
“Mikey” Hancock passed 
away at 76 years old. 

Mikey was 
a lifelong res-
ident of East 
Boston, grad-
uated from 
E.B.H.S. in 

1964 and after high school 
enlisted in the Military. He 
served in Vietnam as a 
Marine Corporal, demoli-
tions expert and received 
a purple heart.  After the 
Military, Mikey joined the 
Union Brothers of Boiler-
makers Local 29. It was 
his family trade in which 
he worked for 31 years. 

His passion was cook-
ing, he was always mak-
ing Sunday gravy for the 
family. Mikey also loved 
to keep active and enjoyed 
volunteering at his grand-
daughter’s school events. 
A long-time friend of Bill 
W., he was an active mem-
ber of the recovery com-
munity, always lending a 
hand to newcomers in re-
covery. He will be greatly 
missed by everyone he has 
touched in his life.

The loving husband of 
Karen A. Hancock for 58 
years, he was the devot-
ed father of Deanne L. 
Hancock, Michelle Han-
cock Seaman, Lawrence 
M. Hancock Jr. and the 
late Mark J. Hancock and 
cherished grandfather of 

Julia B. Hancock.  Law-
rence was the youngest 
son of 10 children of Anna 
and Reuben Hancock. He 
is survived by sisters: Vi-
rigina Anderson of Pea-
body, Dorothy Rose of 
Arlington and Judith Han-
cock of Winthrop and was 
the caring uncle of many 
nieces and nephews. 

Family and friends 
honored Lawrence’s life 
by gathering at the Rug-
giero Family Memorial 
Home, 971 Saratoga St., 
East Boston, on Sunday, 
November 20 and again 
Monday morning at 10 
and a prayer service was 
held in our serenity chap-
el at 11:30 a.m. Services 
concluded with Lawrence 
being laid to rest in Holy 
Cross Cemetery in Mal-
den with military honors. 

He will be greatly 
missed by everyone he has 
touched in his life. May 
he rest in peace. To leave 
an online condolence vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

Helen Molbeck
Longtime East Boston Resident known for 

her big heart and generous spirit

Helen V. (Corcoran) 
Molbeck, 78, beloved sis-
ter and aunt, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
family on October 14.

The oldest of six chil-
dren, she was known for 
her big heart and gener-
ous spirit. She was an avid 
reader who enjoyed her 
neighbors and community.  
She was an amazing aunt 
who loved spending time 
with her nieces and neph-
ews be it playing games, 
sleepovers, going shop-
ping, taking trips or just 
talking on the phone.  

She was proud to be an 
operator for the telephone 
company and communi-
cation specialist for an 
engineering company for 
many years.

Helen was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
John Corcoran, Helen and 

David Dedrick, brother, 
David Dedrick and sister, 
Ann Marie Corcoran. She 
is survived by her siblings, 
Daniel Dedrick, Donna 
Dedrick Nam, Mary Ded-
rick, 12 nieces and neph-
ews, and five grand nieces 
and nephews. 

Helen was a beloved 
part of her family and will 
be greatly missed. Dona-
tions in her memory can 
be sent to Shriners Chil-
dren’s or St Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospitals.

Carmella Lena Tiso
Member of the Anna Defronzo Senior Center

Carmella Lena “Mil-
lie” (Maiullo) Tiso of East 
Boston and Revere passed 
away on November 16. 

Millie was a member of 
the Anna Defronzo Senior 
Center in East Boston.

The beloved wife of the 
late Benjamin Tiso, she 
was the devoted mother 
of Vera Murphy of Chel-
sea and Domenic Tiso of 
East Boston, dear sister 
of Mary of California and 
the late Lucy, Carmen and 
Jerry Mauillo; cherished 
grandmother of Christina 
Carnazzo of Chelsea, Jen-
nifer Carnazzo of Revere 
and Robyn Carnazzo of 
Fitchburg; adored great 
grandmother of 11 great 
grandchildren and one 
great-great granddaugh-
ter. She is also survived 
by many loving cherished 
nieces and nephews. 

Family and friends 
honored Millie’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, East 

Boston on Monday, No-
vember 21 and on Tues-
day morning, November 
22 before leaving in pro-
cession to Sacred Heart 
Church in East Boston for 
a 10 a.m. Funeral Mass. 
Services will conclude 
with Millie being laid to 
rest in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery in Everett. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 309 Waverly 
Oaks Road, Waltham, MA 
02452, 1-880-272-3900. 
To leave an online con-
dolence, visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Lawrence Michael Hancock
He will be greatly missed by everyone he 

touched in his life

James V. Bellissimo in 
Tewksbury of East Bos-
ton, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by his 
loving family on Novem-
ber 19 at 56 years of age 
after a long and coura-
geous battle with Hun-
tington Disease.

The loving son of 
James Bellissimo and the 
late Sandra (Cummings) 
Bellissimo, he was the de-
voted brother of Michelle 
and Joseph Bellissimo, 
cherished grandson of the 
late Jean and Aldo Eramo 
and James and Ida Bellis-
simo. He is also survived 
by his many adored cous-
ins and friends.

Family and friends are 
respectfully invited to 
visiting hours on Mon-
day, November 28 from 
4 to 8 p.m. with a prayer 
service at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Ruggiero Family Memo-
rial Home, 971 Saratoga 
Street (Orient Heights) 

East Boston.
In honoring James and 

in lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations may be made 
to Huntington Disease, 
Attn: SDSA. MA & RI 
Chapter P.O Box 95142, 
Newton, MA 02495.

A special thank you 
to the staff in unit E1 
of Tewksbury Hospital. 
Their compassion, ded-
ication to their jobs and 
love for Jimmy helped 
him through his long fight 
with HD. We will forever 
be grateful to them.

James Bellissimo
Of East Boston

In Loving Memory
11th Year Anniversary

11/20/2011 — 11/20/2022 

Francis

Joseph

hurley
Today is the anniversary of the day that I lost you

And for a time it felt as though my life had ended too.
But loss has taught me many things and now I face 

each day with hope & happy memories 
to help me on my way.

And though I’m full of sadness 
that you’re no longer here.

Your influence still guides me, and I still feel you near,
What we shared will never die, it lives within my heart

Bringing strength and comfort while we are apart.

Missed & Loved Everyday
Love Always, Susie, Sharon, Chris, Gianna, 

Mia, Lori & Stephen 
xoxoxo

8 Year Remembrance

Francis 
Joseph 
Hurley

7/17/1935 - 11/20/2011

Time cannot steal the treasures
That we carry in our hearts.

Nor ever dim the shining thoughts
Our cherished past imparts.

For the memories of the ones loved
Still cast a gentle glow

To grace our days
And light our paths

Wherever we may go

Missed and Loved Always
Love,

Susan, Sharon, Chris, Gianna, Mia, Lori
& Stephen

xoxo

In Memory

Private First Class Jo-
seph J. Puopolo was hon-
ored with a heroes square 
in East Boston on Satur-
day, Nov 19.  This cere-
mony officially named the 
corner of Bennington St 
and Putnam Street Joseph 
J. Puopolo Square.

Puopolo was born on 
February 2, 1932 and lived 
in East Boston Massa-
chusetts. Puopolo was 17 
years old when he enlisted 
in the United States Army. 
Puopolo had the rank of 
Private First Class.  He 
died as a prisoner of war 
in February 1951 while 
serving in the Korean War.

Puopolo was a member 
of C Battery, 38th Field 
Artillery Battalion, 2nd In-
fantry Division Artillery, 
8th U.S. Army. He was 
reported missing in action 
on December 2, 1950, af-
ter his unit attempted to 
withdraw from Kunu-ri, 
North Korea, on Novem-
ber 30, 1950 following the 
Battle of Ch’ongch’on. In 

1953, four POWs who re-
turned during Operation 
Big Switch reported Puo-
polo had been a prisoner 
of war and died on  Febru-
ary 28, 1951 at Prisoner of 
War Camp #5.

Says Commissioner of 
Veterans Services Robert 
Santiago, “We are hon-
ored to have the oppor-
tunity to remember the 
life of Corporal Puopolo.  
Having been missing for 
more than 70 years, we are 
thankful that he is finally 
at rest here at home and 
his service is recognized 
by the East Boston com-
munity and the City he 
loved and called home.” 

Puopolo’s identity was 
recently confirmed by the 
Department of Defense on 
August 23, 2022. He was 
brought home to his fam-
ily on October 18th and is 
resting in peace with his 
mother Anna Puopolo and 
younger brother Nicholas 
Puopolo in Holy Cross 
Cemetery in Malden, MA.

Any 5 weeks 
in color at 
only $500

2 col.

HOLIDAY 
BLOWOUT

SALE

HOLIDAY 
BLOWOUT

SALE

EAST BOSTON 

TIMES

 
l

Any 5 weeks 
in color at 
only $500

2x5 ad ANYTIME NOV. 3 - DEC. 29

must be paid in advance

2x5 ad ANYTIME NOV. 3 - DEC. 29

must be paid in advance

Actual Ad Size Shown
Call 781-485-0588 or 

email your rep

Actual Ad Size Shown
Call 781-485-0588 or 

email your rep

5
 IN

.

Former missing in action 
service member to be  
honored with Hero Square

Happy 33rd Birthday
Robert Celona Jr.

11/24/89 — 9/29/18

Love, Nana, Papa, Dad
Stella, Chanel & Baby Robert
Missing you this Thanksgiving

For all you were to us in life
And all the joy you brought,

Your memory is with us
In every single thought.

The pain we felt at losing you
Will never go away
But knowing that

you’re in our heart
Helps us through each day.

When you were here we always 
felt

That nothing could go wrong,
But you’re still our inspiration

And your memory keeps us strong.
And though our heart is heavy

It’s also full of love,
And that’s enough to comfort us
While you’re in Heaven above.
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Special to the Times-Free Press

Vicinity Energy, a de-
carbonization leader with 
the nation’s largest port-
folio of district energy 
systems, serving over 
70 million square feet 
of building space across 
Boston and Cambridge, 
has officially kicked off its 
electrification plans with 
the deconstruction of a 
steam turbine at the Ken-
dall Green Energy Cogen-
eration Facility. Vicinity 
will install an electric boil-
er in its place, marking a 
critical step in the compa-
ny’s Clean Energy Future 
commitment to reaching 
net zero carbon emissions 
across all its operations by 
2050.

Boston’s Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu commemorated 
the day at Vicinity’s Ken-
dall facility. Marking a 
crucial step toward a clean 
energy future for Boston 
and Cambridge, the de-
construction aligns with 
the Mayor’s latest move 
to file a home rule petition 
to ban the use of fossil fu-
els for new buildings in 
Boston.

“It is remarkable to be 
able to say that Vicinity is 
the first energy company 
in the country to electri-
fy its operations. That is 
a huge deal and one that 
will have ramifications for 
generations to come. For 
every gigantic natural gas 
boiler that’s going to be 
decommissioned, for ev-

ery new building that will 
use eSteamTM, those are 
jobs created right here for 
our residents and our com-
munities,” said Boston 
mayor Michelle Wu. “It is 
clear that the work of en-
suring our planet remains 
livable is going to require 
all of us: every level of 
government, business, and 
community. We’re very 
grateful that Vicinity’s 
carbon-free eSteam prod-
uct will power the leading 
industries we’re already 
known for here in Greater 
Boston such as life scienc-
es, healthcare, commer-
cial real estate, and many 
more.”

“With the installation 
of this electric boiler, we 
are enabling a seamless 
conversion to carbon-free 
eSteam for our custom-
ers, including innova-
tive commercial building 
owners and developers 
like IQHQ,” said Bill Di-
Croce, president and chief 
executive officer of Vi-
cinity Energy. “This is 
game-changing for our 
communities and a prime 
example of what happens 
when government, the 
business community, and 
the energy sector work to-
gether and embrace the re-
gion’s Green New Deal.”

The electric boiler will 
enter service in 2024. At 
that time, the company 
will procure electrici-
ty from renewable, car-
bon-free energy sources 

such as wind, solar, and 
hydro to generate eS-
team™, the first-ever car-
bon-free renewable ener-
gy product. IQHQ will be 
Vicinity’s first customer to 
power the rapid decarbon-
ization of its buildings in 
Boston’s Fenway neigh-
borhood: 109 Brookline 
and Fenway Center Phase 
2 with carbon-free eS-
team™.

“Today, we are excited 
to be celebrating the in-
stallation of the electric 
boiler,” said Jenny Whit-
son, director of sustain-
ability & ESG at IQHQ. 
“By Vicinity taking this 
step to offer developers 
like us the opportunity to 
source electric steam gen-
erated by renewable ener-
gy, we are able to achieve 
our climate goals and car-
bon emission reduction 
targets for our projects.”

Over the years, Vicin-
ity has evolved as new, 
cleaner fuel sources have 
become commercially 
available. The company’s 
predecessors burned coal 
to generate steam before 
migrating to oil, natural 
gas, and combined heat 
and power (CHP). Be-
cause district energy sys-
tems are agnostic to fuel 
type, they can quickly im-
plement these new, more 
sustainable technologies 
and fuel sources. Electri-
fication is the next cru-
cial step to decarbonize 
Boston and Cambridge 

at scale and ensure both 
municipalities meet their 
new energy standards and 
emission mandates.

The Kendall Green 
Energy Cogeneration Fa-
cility simultaneously pro-
duces thermal energy and 
electricity in one efficient 
process to serve approxi-
mately 75% of Vicinity’s 
customers throughout the 
region. When the electric 
boilers begin service, all 
of these facilities will have 
access to carbon-free, re-
newable energy at once.

“Here in Kendall 
Square, a place known for 
global innovation, we are 
proud of Vicinity’s con-
tribution to urban decar-
bonization with eSteam,” 
said Beth O’Neill Malo-
ney, executive director at 
the Kendall Square Asso-
ciation. “Vicinity’s elec-
trification plans will help 

contribute to the decar-
bonization of Cambridge 
and Boston without build-
ing-level changes. Vicini-
ty is a global sustainabil-
ity leader, charting a new 
path forward for district 
energy.”

Vicinity is on track 
to fully electrify its 
steam generation in Bos-
ton-Cambridge and intro-
duce other technological 
advancements into its op-
erations, including indus-
trial-scale heat pumps and 
molten salt thermal energy 
storage. The company’s 
other locations across the 
country will undergo sim-
ilar electrification process-
es in the coming years.

Click here to read more 
about eSteamTM, district 
energy systems, and Vi-
cinity’s commitment to 
innovation and the envi-
ronment.

About Vicinity Energy
Vicinity Energy is a 

clean energy company 
that owns and operates 
the nation’s most exten-
sive portfolio of district 
energy systems. Vicinity 
produces and distributes 
reliable, clean steam, hot 
water, and chilled water 
to over 230 million square 
feet of building space 
nationwide. Vicinity is 
committed to achieving 
net zero carbon across its 
portfolio by 2050. Vicinity 
continuously invests in its 
infrastructure and the lat-
est technologies to accel-
erate the decarbonization 
of commercial and insti-
tutional buildings in city 
centers. To learn more, 
visit www.vicinityenergy.
us or follow us on Linke-
dIn, Twitter, Instagram, 
or Facebook.
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Wu kicks off vicinity energy’s 
electrification plans

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu commemorated the deconstruction of natural gas infrastruc-
ture as part of the company’s commitment to decarbonizing its systems and supporting 
the city’s Green New Deal initiative.

We’re Hiring!

We will be holding two job 
fairs at our newest PACE sites: 

Tuesday, Sept. 13, 3-6pm  
@ 10 Garofalo Street, Revere

Thursday, Sept. 15, 3-6pm 
@ 795 Broadway, Everett

Scan the QR code to RSVP or 
visit www.careers.ebnhc.org 
to apply and learn about our 
fantastic benefits! If you have 
questions, call: 617-568-4480.

New Pay Rates

Sign-on Bonuses

Full Benefits Package
including:

• Medical and dental
coverage

• Life and disability
insurance

• 401(K) retirement plan

• Educational assistance

• Flexible spending and
transportation accounts

• Paid holidays, vacations,
sick, and personal time

• Free parking

And much more...
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Join us in improving the lives of seniors 
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HOME HEALTH AIDES
PERSONAL CARE 

ASSISTANTS
RECREATION ASSISTANTS

DRIVERS
NURSES

PHYSICAL THERAPIST
RECREATION THERAPIST

DIETARY AIDES

Visit us at
www.careers.ebnhc.org 

 to learn about our  
fantastic benefits!

 If you have questions,  
please call: 617-568-4480.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports 

stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-
485-1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com


