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The DeMartinis Franchise Group, owners of the Planet Fitness in East Boston, held a ribbon cutting event to open the 
“Mini Judgement Free Zone” gym they generously donated to the Salesian Boys and Girls Club.  Attending was Massachu-
setts State Rep Adrian Madaro, Paul Travaglini, brothers and co-owners of the Planet Fitness franchise Sal (third from left) 
and Stan Jr. (3rd from right) DeMartinis, East Boston-raised New England Patriot Super Bowl Champ Jermaine Wiggins 
(center), former Senate President Robert Travaglini, and former City Councilor Sal LaMattina. See Page 6 for more photos.

‘MINI JUDGEMENT FREE ZONE’ GYM OPENS 
AT SALESIAN BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB

chelsearealestate.com

781-201-9488
Text /Call Jeff Bowen

jeff@chelsearealestate.com

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

During the monthly 
Gove Street Citizens As-
sociation (GSCA) meet-
ing on Monday, Oct. 24, 
attendees were presented 
with a proposal to add a 
roof deck to a recently ren-
ovated three-family build-
ing at 229 Maverick Street 
– the catch? The roof deck 
has already been built. 

Attorney Derric Small 
cited that the roof deck – 
which was built without 
the proper permits – was 
built due to a miscommu-
nication between the de-
veloper and contractor. 

Small, who represents 
the developer, explained 
that during the develop-
ment at 229 Maverick 
Street, the developer also 
had an ongoing project at 
92 Bennington Street that 
involved roof decks. 

“When the 92 Benning-
ton Street project was ap-
proved with its roof decks, 
there was communication 
with the contractor that the 
roof deck was approved, 

but it wasn’t very clear as 
to which roof deck the de-
veloper was referring to,” 
said Small. 

“They ended up build-
ing a roof deck here at 
229 [Maverick Street] on 
a conversation that was 
approved, but it was mis-
understood that the devel-
oper was referring to the 
project at 92 Bennington 
Street.” 

This project was actual-
ly presented to the GSCA 
in the Spring of 2021 and 
was struck down by a vote 
of 7-6 to make matters 
more interesting. Further-
more, there were no up-
dates to the project’s de-
sign since it was voted on 
in the spring of 2021. 

“The only difference is 
the buildings beside were 
not developed yet,” said 
Small. 

When the presenta-
tion was opened to ques-
tions, some attendees 
were confused about how 
something like this could 

Miscommunication on 
Maverick St. roof deck 

See GSCA Page 2

Customers encouraged to 
enroll in payment assistance 
programs with National Grid

Special to the Times-Free Press 

National Grid is urg-
ing customers facing ris-
ing winter energy bills 
to consider company-of-
fered programs that can 
spread bills across several 
months and explore pay-
ment assistance programs 
offered by state and fed-
eral agencies and regional 
non-profits.

The effort is part of Na-
tional Grid’s Winter Cus-
tomer Savings Initiative, 
which was launched last 
month to help customers 
reduce their energy use 
and save money, man-
age their bills, and secure 
available energy assis-
tance.

The initiative brings 
together and expands Na-
tional Grid’s many cus-
tomer resources, including 
numerous payment as-
sistance programs for in-
come-eligible customers, 
extensive residential and 
business energy efficiency 
programs and incentives, 
low-cost and no-cost bill 
management solutions, 
and flexible payment pro-
grams.

One of the bill manage-
ment programs offered by 

National Grid includes the 
Budget Plan. The Budget 
Plan is designed to take 
the guesswork out of the 
monthly billing process. 
The program takes the 
amount customers usually 
pay on their National Grid 
bills in a year and breaks 
that amount into twelve 
balanced monthly pay-
ments to help offset high 
seasonal bills. Custom-
ers will still pay only for 
the total amount of ener-
gy they use in a year, but 
the Budget Plan makes it 
easier to anticipate month-
ly energy costs and plan 
household budgets. For 
more information custom-
ers may view the Even 
Payments-Making Bud-
geting Easier brochure.

Along with this, Na-
tional Grid will refer in-
come-eligible families 
and customers needing 
special assistance to meet 
their energy needs. Pro-
grams include but are not 
limited to:

• The Home Energy As-
sistance Program (HEAP), 
also known as the Fuel 
Assistance Program, helps 
income- eligible house-

See ASSISTANCE Page 4

The Veronica Robles Cultural Center (VROCC), led by 
well-known singer, musician, and Latin American folklor-
ic dancer Veronica Robles, held the El Dia de los Muer-
tos (The Day of the Dead) parade Sunday as a part of the 
week-long intergenerational arts and culture festival.

The parade, held on a beautiful fall day, consisted of pa-
rade floats with music and bands along the route that start-
ed at Central Square Park and ended at Shaw’s in Liberty 
Plaza.

EL DIA DE LOS MUERTOS 
PARADE

Above, Thaliana Abril, Alexa Merlod, and Isabel Mozo. 
Right, Diana Melgar and Melisa Lopez Martinez. See page 5 for 
more photos.
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A Boston man was 
charged last week with al-
legedly exposing himself 
and committing lewd acts 
earlier this month in front 
of two 16-year-old girls 
who were walking back to 
school in East Boston after 
lunch, District Attorney 
Kevin Hayden announced.

HAMID ELALAMI, 
37, was arraigned on Oc-
tober 21 in East Boston 
BMC on one count of 
open and gross lewdness 
and one count of inde-
cent exposure.  Assistant 
District Attorney Brianna 
Callahan requested $750 
bail, a stay away from the 
location, a stay away from 
the witnesses and a stay 
away from all children.  
Judge John McDonald 
did not impose bail and 
ordered Elalami to re-
port to probation twice a 
week, continue to follow 
any prescribed medica-
tion and treatment, verify 
any treatment and submit 
to a mental health evalu-
ation.  Elalami will return 
to court November 21 for 

a pre-trial hearing. 
Callahan said that at 

about 2:30 pm on October 
5 Boston police responded 
to a school in East Boston 
where the students told 
them they were walking 
back to school after lunch 
and saw a man expose his 
penis.  They then saw the 
man insert his penis into 
the opening of a pipe. The 
girls walked quickly away, 
but the man followed 
them with his penis still 
exposed.  While walking 
away the girls were able to 
take a cell phone photo of 
the man. Using the image 
and the description pro-
vided by the students, de-
tectives identified Elalami 
and issued a warrant for 
his arrest.  

“These two girls de-
serve enormous credit for 
providing the information 
that helped police iden-
tify and arrest this sus-
pect.  It’s unfortunate that 
they had to witness such 
things, but the responsible 
actions they took provide 
an excellent example of 

community members and 
law enforcement working 
together to address crime 
in our neighborhoods,” 
Hayden said. 

All charged individu-
als are presumed innocent 
until and unless proven 
guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt.

Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden’s 
office serves the commu-
nities of Boston, Chelsea, 
Revere, and Winthrop, 
Mass. The office handles 
over 20,000 cases a year. 
More than 160 attorneys 
in the office practice in 
nine district and munici-
pal courts, Suffolk Supe-
rior Court, the Massachu-
setts Appeals Court, the 
Supreme Judicial Court, 
and the Boston Juvenile 
Courts. The office em-
ploys some 300 people 
and offers a wide range of 
services and programs to 
serve anyone who comes 
in contact with the crim-
inal justice system. This 
office is committed to ed-
ucating the public about 
the services we provide, 
our commitment to crime 
prevention, and our dedi-
cation to keeping the res-
idents of Suffolk County 
safe.
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News in Brief

Why have some communities not 
been a part of health research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of research 
in the past. That means we know less about their health. 
When you join the All of Us Research Program, you’ll 
help researchers learn more about what makes people 
sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland
(617) 768-8300

All of Us and the All of Us logo are registered service 
marks of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

 *All participants will receive a 
$25 gift card after completion 
of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree  
to share their electronic health 

records, decide whether they want information 
about their DNA, answer health surveys, have 
their physical measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc), and give blood 
and urine samples, if asked.

Receive
$25*
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AGES 65 & UP,  
EAST BOSTON 
YMCA CHORUS 
NEEDS YOU

The YMCA Chorus has 
re-formed under the able 
direction of Paul Racki, 
following  a 2-year pan-
demic pause during which 
some  voices have sadly 
been lost.   We are in need 
of singers in all ranges.  If 
you love to sing and can 
carry a tune, please join 
us for weekly practice on 
Tuesday afternoons be-
tween 2:30 - 3:30 PM.at 
the EBYMCA, 215 Bre-
men St., FREE No profes-
sional experience  needed.  
All are welcome.  For info 
call Paul 978-944-0971

HARBOR VIEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION 
MEETING

The next meeting of 
the Harbor View Neigh-
borhood Association will 
be on November 7, 2022 
at 6pm. The meeting is In 
Person only but will be 
streamed via Facebook for 
archival purposes. Atten-
dance on Facebook does 
not qualify for voting. The 
meeting will be held in the 
Salesian Boys and Girls 
Club cafeteria, across 
from the Brooke Charter 
School on Byron Street. 
You can access the meet-
ing from the front door on 
Byron Street or from the 
rear door on Wordsworth 

Street, which is the hand-
icap entry, to avoid the 
stairs. Since we are in-
doors, masks are optional 
for those in attendance.

La proxima reunion de 
Harbor View Neighbor-
hood Association esta en 
el 7 de noviembre a las 
6pm. La reunion esta en 
persona y via Facebook. 
La asistencia en Facebook 
no califica para vota.

Llega a la cafeteria del 
Salesian Boys y Girls 
Club por la calle Byron al 
otro lado de Brooke Char-
ter School. Pueda usar 
la entrada pricipal por la 
calle Byron o la entrada 
en calle de Wordsworth. 
La entrada de calle Word-
sworth no tienne escaleras 
por personas con disca-
pacidades.

El cubre bocas sera op-
cional puesto que estare-
mos adentro.

Agenda
Welcome/Introduction 

(5min)
Announcements (5min) 

Salesian Pasta Dinner 
Nov. 18th, Election Day 
Nov. 8th, Brooke Addi-
tion Abutters Meeting 
10/25, Italian Heritage 
Day Event by Steve Scire, 
Barbara Puopolo, Sale-
sians Boys and Girls Club,

McLean Park Update, 
Survey, Tree Planting at 
Cheverus School Apts. on 
10/23, JCAM Celebrate 
Diversity 11/6, Brooke 
Abutters Traffic Update 
11/14. Christmas Party 
Date.

Station 7 Police Report 

and Welcome to Cap-
tain Dean Bickerton, Sgt. 
Cintolo, Officer Dome-
nico and Officer Mosley 
(15min)

PLAN East Boston 
BPDA (20min) Jason 
Ruggiero to provide over-
view of Neighborhood 
Residential and what 
BPDA is suggesting as 
guidelines to update zon-
ing.

BPS Bus Issue (30min) 
Jackie Hayes, Assistant 
Director of Contract Op-
eration and Fleet for the 
Boston Public Schools 
will present a brief over-
view of bus operations 
and then a Q&A.

Piers Park III (10min) 
Gabriela Ramirez, Trust-
ees, to provide an update 
to us on the status and 
progress of the Piers Park 
III plans.

Representative Adrian 
Madaro (30min) Rep-
resentative Madaro will 
briefly present his actions 
and activities on behalf 
of East Boston and then a 
Q&A.

Halloween House Dec-
orating Contest (10min) 
Prizes to be awarded to 
the First, Second and 
Third Place Winners.

New Business (5min)
The next meeting of the 

HVNA will be on Decem-
ber 5, 2022.

Visit us at http://www.
facebook.com/groups/
harborviewna or check 
our website at harbor-
vieweastboston.com

Man charged with exposing himself to 
two 16-year-old students in East Boston

Suffolk County Sheriff 
Steven W. Tompkins was 
named “Employer of the 
Year” by the National As-
sociation of Government 
Employees (NAGE).

Reacting to the unex-
pected honor of becoming 
the first-ever recipient of 
the award, Sheriff Tomp-
kins expressed his appre-
ciation for both the desig-
nation and the work of the 
bestowing organization.

“I’m somewhat taken 
aback by this award, but I 
am deeply honored,” said 
Sheriff Tompkins. “NAGE 
is an awesome organiza-
tion that does great work 
in the service of working 
men and women across 
this country. I proudly 
stand with labor and sup-
port NAGE in all that they 
do to keep people safe and 
healthy at work, with fair 
wages and a just and equi-
table environment.” 

Speaking about the de-
cision to select Sheriff 
Tompkins as the inaugu-
ral winner of the award, 
NAGE President David 
Holway explained that it 
was less about having to 
make a choice and more 
about recognizing the per-
son who best embodied 
the ideals of the award. 

“We represent and work 
with 350 employers,” said 
President Holway. “No-
body is fairer to our mem-
bers than Sheriff Tomp-

kins. He’s responsive to 
their needs and he under-
stands and appreciates 
what they do every day.”

NAGE is an organiza-
tion of members united 
by the belief in the dignity 
and worth of workers and 
the services they provide. 
They are dedicated to im-
proving the lives of work-
ers and their families and 
creating a more just and 
humane society. 

Members are public and 
private workers – federal, 
state, county, and munic-
ipal employees –police 
officers, firefighters, cor-
rectional officers, health 
care workers – nurses, 
paramedics, and emer-
gency medical technicians 

– office workers, and pro-
fessional workers. NAGE 
seeks a stronger union to 
build power for the orga-
nization and to protect the 
people it serves.

 NAGE is made up of 
women and men of every 
race, ethnicity, nation-
al origin, religion, age, 
physical ability and sex-
ual orientation, who are 
the standard-bearers in 
the struggle for social and 
economic justice begun 
nearly half a century ago 
by shipyard workers who 
dared to dream beyond 
their daily hardships and 
to organize for economic 
security, dignity and re-
spect.

Suffolk County Sheriff Tompkins 
named ‘Employer of the Year’

Suffolk County Sheriff Steven W. Tompkins.

happen, considering the 
developer’s experience. 

A member of the de-
velopment team, Meggan 
Ayers, was present at the 
meeting and has been in 
development for about 
four years. She also works 
with her father, who has 
about 35 years of expe-
rience in development. 
Ayers stated that in the 
past, the developers had 
done work at places like 
231 Maverick Street and 
96 Cottage Street, among 
others. 

The information re-
garding previous projects 
prompted GSCA Board 
Member Chen Cao to 
ponder, “Maybe it is just 
my naivety around this – 
it seems like the develop-
er has lots of experience 
kind of going through the 
process of, you know, re-
questing or developing 
in the neighborhood, so I 
was kind of curious how 
the deck was constructed 
or was it just purely a mis-
communication.”

Both Small and Ayers 
reiterated that it was a 
simple misunderstanding 
that caused the erection of 
the roof deck. 

“I was trying to run 
these projects simultane-
ously – clearly made a 
rather large error in doing 
so, and so this was pure-
ly a miscommunication 
just saying in excitement, 
‘yep, we are all set the 
deck has been approved; 
go ahead’ because in my 
mind I’m thinking about 
92 Bennington not think-
ing about 229 [Maverick 
Street], so that was on 
me,” said Ayers.  

Although it may seem 
improbable that an error 

like this could happen, 
Ayers did emphasize that 
the roof deck was involved 
in the initial planning, and 
efforts were made to go 
through the proper process 
to build it legally before 
the accident. 

As for the future of the 
roof deck, the proposal 
will have to go through the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
for approval. 

“At the end of the day, 
if the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals says no, then Derric 
[Small] knows that the de-
veloper will have to bring 
this down,” said East Bos-
ton Liaison Nathalia Beni-
tez. 

Not only will the pro-
posal have to go through 
the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, but it will also be 
put up for a GSCA vote. 
However, that vote did not 
occur at Monday’s meet-
ing due to a GSCA guide-
line that there must be at 
least two meetings on a 
subject before a vote takes 
place. 

The delayed vote caused 
a civilized discussion to 
turn confrontational, as 
Small was confused as 
to why this meeting does 
not count as the second, as 
there was a short presenta-
tion about it in July. 

“It was not clear to the 
community that this roof 
deck was already built. 
That was something you 
said kind of absent-mind-
ed – it just was not clear, 
and that’s why we have 
been having these con-
versations over e-mail for 
a few months now,” said 
GSCA Board Member 
Neelesh Batra to Small. 

“You know the issues at 
hand. You already know 

them, so don’t come to 
me now and ask why this 
is happening; you know 
why it is happening,” Ba-
tra added. 

However, Small did 
mention that the roof deck 
was already built back in 
the July meeting – which 
Batra acknowledged. In 
July, Small also showed 
some of the same photo-
graphs he did at Monday’s 
meeting. 

Overall the situation 
has been sticky, to say 
the least, and none more 
sticky than for the unit 
owner Scott Von Stein 
who pleaded with attend-
ees to think before they 
eventually vote. 

“I’m a first-time home 
buyer. When I bought 
this place, I had no idea 
this was even an issue. I 
assumed that everything 
was right – my lawyer 
agreed to the sale and nev-
er brought this up as an is-
sue,” said Von Stein. 

Von Stein indicated that 
if the roof deck is not ap-
proved, he will have to 
seek litigation to make 
sure the developer foots 
the bill if it were to be re-
moved. 

“If this isn’t approved, 
this is really going to fi-
nancially damage me, so 
I am just kind of asking 
from a human perspec-
tive to kind of keep that 
in mind – an actual human 
being lives here that has 
no association with the de-
veloper whatsoever,” said 
Von Stein. 

“When people vote 
on this, I am just asking 
please keep that in mind.”
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Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Porter, Jordan Gould, Aaron A      129 Orleans St #301          $646,000  

Johnson, Samantha 161 Cottage Street Eb LL 161 Cottage St #6      $567,500  

Aguilar, Alberto      Maverick St Inv Partners 205 Maverick St #405   $221,700  
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By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

See SUFFOLK Page 8

See HARBOR Page 2

See SUMMER Page 2

See YMCA Page 6

Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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Members is the reunion 
committee (left to right) 
are: Robert Travaglini, 
Steve Gianaccaro, John 
Smith,a.k.a Bob Higdon 
and Chairman of the com-
mittee Frank Scarpa.

The 1970 Class at St. Dominic Savio High School in East Boston finally got a chance to cel-
ebrate their 50th reunion at the Winthrop Arms Restaurant. The class of 1970 has always 
been considered the most successful class in the College Prep’s history. The class called 
this reunion 50+2 reunion as ‘70 turns 70. Our class has had a run of 5 year reunions every 
year since graduation and this one topped them all.

DOM SAVIO HIGH 50TH REUNION

The East Boston Muse-
um and Historical Society 
hosted a walking tour of 
the historic Bennington 
Street Cemetery on Satur-
day, Oct. 29. Timed to co-
incide with neighborhood 
celebrations of Halloween 
and Dia de los Muertos, 
the tour was envisioned as 
a way to teach attendees 
about the history of the 
cemetery and the legacy 
of East Boston’s early im-
migrants and industry as 
told through the stories of 
those buried within. 

Saturday’s tour attract-
ed approx. 150 partici-
pants, mainly residents of 
East Boston. While some 
residents have had the 
opportunity to visit Ben-
nington Street Cemetery 
in previous years, the ma-
jority were getting to visit 
the space for the first time, 
with the cemetery gates 
usually locked year-round, 
except on request. Visitors 
ranged from longtime res-
idents to new arrivals, as 
well as several kids, many 
in costume. The tour was 
arranged and presented by 
Steven Gingras of the East 
Boston Museum, with 
board member Jeanne 
Belmonte contributing re-
search on burials and their 

backgrounds.
Founded in 1838, Ben-

nington Street Cemetery 
was the first cemetery 
created for the newly es-
tablished neighborhood 
of East Boston, as well 
as the second-most mod-
ern cemetery in the city’s 
Historic Burying Grounds 
Initiative. Active from 
1838 through the late 
1940s, the cemetery is 
the final resting place of 
thousands of Bostonians, 
and residents of the East 
Boston community partic-
ularly. Notably buried in 
the cemetery are many of 
the early immigrants who 
arrived in East Boston in 
the mid- to late-19th cen-
tury, hailing from places 
such as Ireland, Britain, 
Germany, Scandinavia, 
and Maritime Canada, and 
working as laborers in the 
neighborhood’s burgeon-
ing manufacturing and 
maritime industries. The 
cemetery and the head-
stones within record these 
origins, for instance with 
11 of the currently legible 
headstones being written 
in German.

The tour also touched 
upon several notable 
events at the cemetery it-
self, such as its use as a 

park,  ghostly sightings, 
and its use as a criminal 
hideout during the Great 
Depression.

The East Boston Muse-
um and Historical Society 
seeks to honor and pre-
serve the rich and diverse 
history of East Boston for 
current and future genera-
tions. A volunteer-run ini-
tiative, the Museum holds 
regular events educating 
members of the public on 
East Boston history. The 
Museum is also in the pro-
cess of updating its virtual 
presence, and organizing 
physical exhibitions for 
the public to visit.

Online, the tour has 
attracted significant at-
tention from residents, 
including from those who 
weren’t able to attend. 
The East Boston Muse-
um is thrilled at the huge 
turnout, and high levels 
of interest from the public 
in the cemetery’s history. 
While no firm plans have 
been decided, residents 
can be assured that the 
East Boston Museum is 
looking into organizing 
more events and resources 
connecting residents with 
Bennington Street Ceme-
tery in the near future.

EAST BOSTON MUSEUM HOSTS ‘TOMBSTONE TOUR’ OF BENNINGTON STREET CEMETERY

Saturday’s tour attracted around 150 participants.

The tour was arranged and presented by Steven Gingras of the East Boston Museum.

The tour also touched upon several notable events at the cemetery.
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With the circulation of 
additional redistricting 
maps, as well as concerns 
from public housing advo-
cates and residents across 
the city about transparen-
cy, City Council President 
Ed Flynn has called for a 
halt of the Redistricting 
Process.

“I appreciate the efforts 
of my colleagues, howev-
er this process has unfor-
tunately become tainted 
and flawed. Many neigh-
bors and community orga-
nizations have expressed 
concerns about a lack of 
transparency, potential 
violations of the Open 
Meeting Law, as well as 
the perceived influence of 
outside organizations to 
disregard the core of prior 
districts and communities 
of interest in an attempt to 
potentially gerrymander 
districts based on future 

races,” said Council Pres-
ident Flynn. “It feels clas-
sist to me that we would 
ignore the wishes of pub-
lic housing neighbors and 
remove them from repre-
sentation within the com-
munities they reside. I fail 
to see how dividing neigh-
borhoods, public housing 
developments and com-
munities of color is in the 
best interest of the City of 
Boston.”  

In a statement last 
week, Councilor President 
Flynn called for a delay to 
the process indicating that 
there is no need to rush, 
and that the deadlines 
were self-imposed.  Ac-
cording to the City of Bos-
ton Corporation Counsel, 
there is no legal require-
ment that redistricting 
be completed until 2026. 
There is also an opinion 
from Jeffrey Wice, Se-

nior Fellow of the New 
York Census & Redistrict-
ing Institute at New York 
Law School, that there is 
no risk of a voting rights 
violation with the current 
council maps enacted in 
2012. 

Flynn said “I am calling 
for the establishment of 
a Blue-Ribbon Mapping 
Commission to carefully 
study this issue and cre-
ate maps that will not tear 
neighborhoods apart and 
keep local communities 

together. This Commis-
sion can comprise of ap-
pointments made by the 
City Council, the Mayor’s 
Office, Secretary of State, 
and the City of Boston 
Election Department.”

Flynn said, “We have 
a chance to do this the 
right way- so let’s take a 
step back and protect the 
city from any potential 
lawsuits. The people of 
Boston deserve our best, 
so let’s roll up our sleeves 
and get it done.”

holds pay their heating 
bills with federally funded 
grants.

• Discount Rates where 
qualifying income-eligible 
customers may receive a 
discounted rate on electric 
and gas service, as well as 
no-cost energy efficiency 
upgrades.

• The Massachusetts 
Good Neighbor Energy 
Fund is available to any 
Massachusetts residents 
who, because of tempo-
rary financial difficulty, 
cannot meet a month’s 
energy expense and is not 
eligible for state or federal 
energy assistance

Last week, National 
Grid announced the com-
pany is committing $17 
million in philanthropic 

funding to local communi-
ty and philanthropic sup-
port organizations. The 
funds will be distributed 
through National Grid and 
the National Grid Founda-
tion to existing networks 
and community partners 
across Massachusetts and 
New York that are set 
up to help individuals, 
families and communi-
ties who need it most. As 
part of this philanthropic 
funding, earlier this week 
National Grid in New En-
gland announced that the 
first $1 million of those 
funds would be distribut-
ed to three Massachusetts 
brands of the United Way 
and the Good Neighbor 
Energy Fund. 
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Guest Op-ed

John Fetterman, President Roosevelt 
and disability in public officeAN IMPORTANT ELECTION 

WITH BIG BALLOT 

QUESTIONS

This Tuesday, November 8, is state election day in 
Massachusetts.

With two-term incumbent Governor Charlie Baker 
having chosen not to seek re-election, voters will be 
choosing a new governor for the first time in eight years.

The contest between Democrat Maura Healey and 
Republican Geoff Diehl represents the starkest contrast 
between two candidates for the governorship in our 
state in almost 100 years.

Healey and Diehl espouse polar-opposite views on 
almost every topic, most notably regarding former Pres-
ident Donald Trump (Diehl is an unabashed supporter, 
Healey is not).

It is not an overstatement to say that the future direc-
tion of our state is dependent on Tuesday’s outcome, 
and for that reason alone, everyone should get out to 
vote.

There also are four ballot questions for voters to con-
sider. The two that have garnered the most attention are 
Question 1 and Question 4.

Question 1 would impose an additional four percent 
state tax on the income of residents that exceeds $1 mil-
lion. Net income up to $1 million would still be taxed at 
the five percent rate, with only the amount exceeding $1 
million taxed at the higher rate.

It should be noted that the state legislature cannot 
enact a graduated income tax. The Mass. Constitution 
does not allow the legislature to do so, and thus voters 
essentially will be determining whether to amend our 
state constitution to permit a higher tax rate on high-in-
come individuals.

The question is being supported by the citizens group 
Mass. Fair Share and is being opposed primarily by a 
number of ultra-wealthy individuals who have contrib-
uted millions of dollars to the Vote No campaign.

Question 4 on the state ballot essentially does this: 
It allows any resident of Massachusetts, regardless of 
immigration status, to obtain a Mass. driver’s license, 
provided they meet all of the usual requirements of ob-
taining a license. In addition, the new law specifically 
states that such persons will not be eligible to become 
registered voters and will not be able to obtain a REAL 
ID driver’s license

The Mass. legislature already has approved a law to 
do this. That law is set to go into effect on July 1, 2023. 
However, those who oppose the law gathered enough 
signatures to place the question on the ballot. A “Yes” 
vote on Question 4 will allow the law to go into effect 
on July 1, 2023. 

We would note that a wide array of various groups, 
including police chiefs, district attorneys, and other law 
enforcement agencies, strongly support a “Yes” vote on 
Question 4. In addition, similar laws have been enacted 
in many other states.

As a final reminder to our readers, early voting is now 
underway in every city and town hall across the state. 
However, early voting ends this Friday -- there is no 
early voting this weekend -- so if you do not vote before 
Friday at your local city or town hall, you will have to 
go to the polls on Tuesday. 

With so much at stake, we urge all of our readers to 
get out and vote.

By Glenn Mollette 

One of the greatest 
Presidents of all time was 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. He 
served from 1933 to 1945. 
He led this country and 
saw us through some of 
our toughest years. Many 
say he stands as the great-
est President of all time. 
Ironically, he had a diffi-
cult time standing. 

Photographs of Roos-
evelt in a wheelchair are 
rare but you can find one 
on the Internet. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
was our 32nd President 
but he began experienc-
ing symptoms of a para-
lytic illness in 1921 when 
he was 39 years old. His 
main symptoms were fe-
ver; symmetric, ascending 
paralysis; facial paraly-
sis; bowel and bladder 
dysfunction; numbness 
and hyperesthesia; and a 
descending pattern of re-
covery. He was diagnosed 
with poliomyelitis and 
underwent years of ther-
apy, including hydrother-
apy at Warm Springs, 
Georgia. Roosevelt re-
mained paralyzed from 
the waist down and relied 
on a wheelchair and leg 
braces for mobility, which 
he took efforts to con-
ceal in public. In 1938, 
he founded the National 
Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis, leading to the 
development of polio vac-
cines. Although historical 

accounts continue to refer 
to Roosevelt’s case as po-
lio, the diagnosis has been 
questioned in the context 
of current medical sci-
ence, with a competing di-
agnosis of Guillain–Barré 
syndrome proposed by 
some authors.

We could talk and write 
about Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt all day. However 
here are a few of his noted 
accomplishments from his 
12 years of service – lon-
ger than anyone. Creation 
of the emergency banking 
act to counteract the Great 
Depression. Establish-
ment of FDIC. Unemploy-
ment rate reduction. Setup 
many institutions to sup-
port the New Deal.  Cre-
ated institutions as part 
of the New Deal. Created 
the U.S. Social Security 
System. Established the 
minimum wage and 40-
hour work week. He took 
action to prohibit discrim-
ination in employment, 
led America to victory in 
World War II, and, took 
part in the creation of the 
United Nations. He also 
aided water pollution con-
trol and more. (Wikipedia)

However, would Roos-
evelt even have a chance 
today? Can you imagine 
him trying to conceal his 
wheelchair or his leg brac-
es? Not in this age. Would 
The Press and the opposi-
tion tear him to sheds as 
being physically incapa-

ble of holding down the 
job? 

Disabled Americans 
and people worldwide 
can point to Roosevelt as 
someone who dealt with 
tremendous physical ob-
stacles to accomplish 
much for our country and 
the world. 

Americans with disabil-
ities should not be exclud-
ed from running for public 
office. We vote for who 
we want to vote for but in 
a free country all citizens 
should be able to try. 

John Fetterman of 
Pennsylvania is trying. 
He has had a stroke, but 
he’s trying. It has been 
amazing to witness the 
amount of support Penn-
sylvania has given Fetter-
man. He is in a dead heat 
race with national celebri-
ty Dr. Mehmet Oz whose 
star power as a long time 
TV doctor star has surely 
greatly boosted him in his 
race with Fetterman for 
the United States Senate.

Tragically, Fetterman’s 
health apparently prevents 
him from articulating 
clearly. His mental ability 
to quickly process what he 
is hearing is obviously im-
paired. This has to make it 
tough for him. Roosevelt 
did not have this problem. 
His mind appeared to be 
sharp and his speech clear 
and convincing during his 
years as President. This 
is where Roosevelt’s sit-

uation and Fetterman’s is 
different.

Fetterman needs and 
deserves time to heal. He 
obviously needs continu-
ing medical treatment 
and therapy to recuperate 
from his stroke. He is still 
a young man.   In a year, 
or two he may be fully 
recovered and more able 
to serve. This is unfortu-
nate for Fetterman and his 
supporters but only makes 
sense for his personal 
health.  The fact that he 
is running for such a de-
manding job in his current 
state demonstrates that his 
mental clarity is somewhat 
impaired. It also demon-
strates that people close to 
him are mentally impaired 
to have encouraged him to 
continue in this political 
contest. He needs time to 
get well so that if elected 
he can serve effectively.   

The bottom line is that 
voters will decide who 
represents them.  This is 
one right we must contin-
ue to cherish, protect and 
be mentally clear about.  

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    

engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 

news releases, business and education briefs, 

sports stories and photos for publication. Items 

should be forwarded to our offices at 385 

Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  

be faxed to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage 

readers to e-mail news releases and photos to                      

deb@reverejournal.com

Council President Ed Flynn calls for halt to redistricting process
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 617.482.4787         rstprioritycu.com 

Looking for GREAT RATES? 
Share Cer�cate Specials  

12‐month 2.50% 
24‐month 2.75% 
30‐month 3.00% 

Your Community Credit Union—local banking you can trust!  

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rate effec�ve as of October 25, 2022 for new money only. 
Rates are subject to change without no�ce.  Minimum deposit to open Share Cer�cate and 
earn adver�sed APY is $1000.  Penalty for early withdrawal will apply and may reduce earn-
ings. Must have or open a Share Account with FPCU and maintain a minimum balance of $5.00.  
Funds are Federally Insured by NCUA.  Funds in excess of federal limits are fully insured by 
MISC.  

The Belle Isle Rota-
ry Club held a Fall Fair 
at Salesian Boys & Girls 
Club in East Boston on 
Saturday, Oct 1. 

Their aim was to be able 
to provide a smaller yet 
enriched “Topsfield Fair” 
experience for children 
and families in the area 
that cannot logistically go 
to the Topsfield Fair due 
to transportation/finances. 
This is the third year do-
ing this and it is growing 
with more fun experienc-
es like pumpkin painting, 
face painting, witch hat 
ring toss, delicious food 
(all free of charge) and 
live animals. The event is 

growing in attendance ev-
ery year. Tickets are sold 
for “Goat Pebble Bingo” 
($20 a square and the win-
ner wins $1000 depend-
ing upon where the goat 
leaves his/her “pebbles’ 
the minute they are let 
loose on the number grid.

The event has been as-
sisted by local businesses 
listed as follows: 

First Priority Credit 
Union, Rockland Trust, 
Capital Waste, Sammy 
Carlos Sub Shop, Spinel-
li’s, Championship Phys-
ical Therapy, Joe Mario - 
Century 21 Realty, Robert 
DeLeo and family, Wood-
side Hardware.

THE BELLE ISLE ROTARY CLUB HOLDS FALL FAIR

Aaron Robinson at the 
petting zoo.

Children enjoyed painting pumpkins at the event.

Cider donuts and BBQ are always popular with event goers.

Emily Sacco found a new 
friend.Mariana Gomez does not 

want to let go.
Oliviana Gravely all smiles 
at the petting zoo.

EL DIA DE LOS MUERTOS PARADE

Boston Police officers Tom Domenico, Derek Russo, and 
Dean Bickerton provided safety for all the participants and 
spectators at the parade.

Jorge Gomez-Gonzalez. Veronica Robles, leader of the Veronica Ro-
bles Cultural Center, with Priya Gulrajani.

Estrellas Tropicales of Boston participated in the parade Sunday in East Boston. Catherine Hernandez, Carmen Romero, Brianna Flores, Andrea Rodrguez, and Sofia Aqui-
no.

The Veronica Ro-
bles Cultural Center 
(VROCC), led by well-
known singer, musician, 
and Latin American folk-
loric dancer Veronica Ro-
bles, held the El Dia de 
los Muertos (The Day of 
the Dead) parade Sunday 
as a part of the week-long 
intergenerational arts and 
culture festival.
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Insured by NCUA | Member MSIC *Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 09.26.2022 and subject to change at any time without 
notice.  $500.00 minimum to open; $0.01 minimum to earn the APY. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawals.  Fees may reduce 
earnings. Account requires new money; to satisfy this requirement, an additional $5,000 in external funds must be added to transfers from 
existing Metro Credit Union accounts. For online account opening only:  Maximum funding amount is $25,000.  Visit MetroCU.org for current 
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MetroCU.org  |  877.MY.METRO

Only $500 to get started! 
Open yours now at MetroCU.org
or visit any Metro location.

Chelsea | Boston | Burlington | Dorchester | Framingham Lawrence | Lynn | Medford
Melrose | Newton | Peabody | Reading | Salem | Tewksbury | West Roxbury

WE’RE RAISING
THE RATES!

2.7515 Month CD Special %
APY*

3.0018 Month CD Special %
APY*

3.5024 Month CD Special %
APY*

Take advantage of our limited-time 
CD specials! 

The DeMartinis Fran-
chise Group, owners of 
the Planet Fitness in East 
Boston, held a ribbon 
cutting event to open the 
“Mini Judgement Free 
Zone” gym they gen-
erously donated to the 
Salesian Boys And Girls 
Club. With state of the art 
exercise equipment, the 
Salesian Boys And Girls 

Club now offers a wider 
array of resources to the 
East Boston community. 
The ceremony has a star 
appearance from Super 
Bowl Champion, retired 
New England Patriot, East 
Boston raised, and Alumn 
of the Salesian Boys And 
Girls Club, Jermaine Wig-
gins. 

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

‘MINI JUDGEMENT FREE ZONE’ GYM OPENS AT SALESIAN BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB

 East Boston raised New 
England Patriot Super Bowl 
Champ Jermaine Wiggins 
with former Senate Presi-
dent Robert Travolini.

 Planet Fitness COO Bill 
Bode and Stan DeMartinis 
Jr.

Planet Fitness officials Ste-
ven Lombardi and Edward 
Aroko.

Alder Partners Company 
CEO Stan DeMartinis Jr 
speaks, announcing a chol-
arship/partnership with 
the Salesian Boys And Girls 
Club in honor of his father,  
Stan DeMartinis Sr.

COO of the Alder Partners 
Company Stella Giangrego-
rio and East Boston raised 
New England Patriot Super 
Bowl Champ Jermaine 
Wiggins.

Executive Director of Salesian Boys And Girls Club Mi-
chael Triant welcomes everyone to the ribbon cutting.  New England Patriot Super Bowl Champ Jermaine Wiggins 

speaks noting the importance of the Salesian Boys And 
Girls Club growing up in East Boston. “I just want to thank 
everybody that is doing this for these kids because it 
makes a difference”.

East Boston raised New England Patriot Super Bowl Champ 
Jermaine Wiggins (center) with Salesian Boys And Girls 
Club program staff members Dwayne Simmons and Justin 
Baldassari.

Salesian Boys And Girls 
Club Director of Religious 
ActivitiesFather Bill Bucci-
ferro offers a blessing for 
the new gun before the 
ribbon cutting. 

Jeliel Jiminian tries out one 
of the machines. 

Members of the DeMartinis Family

Alder Partners Company 
CEO Stanley DeMartinis Jr 
and Danielle Damelio hold 
a giant, ceremonial check 
for $100,000 to inaugurate 
the Stanlet DeMartinis Sr 
Scholarship for Seniors at 
the Salesian Boys And Girls 
Club. 

Andrew Faretra gets some advice on exercising proudly 
from Executive Director of Salesian Boys And Girls Club 
Michael Triant.

The ribbon is cut, officially opening the new gymnasium at the Salesian Boys And Girls 
Club. 

Members of the Planet Fitness Franchise Team hold a giant, ceremonial check for $100,000 
to inaugurate the Stanlet DeMartinis Sr Scholarship for Seniors at the Salesian Boys And 
Girls Club.

Salesian Boys And Girls Club youth get to try out the new 
equipment. 

Planet Fitness CEO Chris 
Rondeau speaks about his 
company’s commitment to 
physical and mental health 
and was proud to have 
partners in the Salesian 
Boys And Girls Club and 
Alder Partners Company.
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LOOKING TO 
SELL???

Phil Terban
Realtor
pterban@c21ne.com
Direct 781-864-4414
Free Market Analysis

lic # 9043689

c21Phil.com

North East

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD, THROUGH WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 9TH 2022

Russer Canadian Maple Ham .......................$6.99/lb
Alpine Lace Muenster Cheese .......................$7.99/lb
Margherita Boneless Prosciutto ................$8.99/lb
Weaver Chicken Roll .......................................$6.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, November 4th through Sunday November 6th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh Tender Asparagus ............................... $2.99/lb
Sweet & Seedless Clementine's  3 lb bag ........$4.99 
Fresh Mangoes .................................................4/$5.00
 Red Onions ...................................................... $1.19/lb
Fresh & Crisp Celery Hearts  16 oz ............. 2/$5.00

Bakery

BAKERY
7" Chocolate Marble Cake ............................ $11.99

DELI
Our Own In Store Antipasto Salad ............$7.99/lb
Hans Kissle Cranberry Walnut Salad ..... $11.99/lb

PRODUCE
California Premium Red Seedless Grapes ...$1.99/lb
Driscoll Raspberries .................................... 2/$5.00

MEAT
Family Pack Boneless 
New York Strip Steaks ...............................$6.99/lb
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Breast .........$2.49/lb
Sugardale Bacon 12oz.  ....................................$4.99

GROCERY
Folgers K-Cups ..................................................$6.99
Best Yet Shredded Mozzarella 8oz.  ....... 2/$5.00
Edy's Ice Cream .................................................$3.99

8" Pecan Pie ............................................................$7.99 
"Gluten Free" Mini Apple Cider Donuts ............$6.99 
Toufayan Smart Pockets ............................... 2/$5.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops ................$1.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ..........................89¢/lb
Top Round Center Cut Steaks .....................$3.99/lb

Bob Evans Side Dishes ...................................... $3.99 
kayem Natural Casing Franks .......................... $4.99 

Family Pack SpecialsMotts Apple Juice  64 oz ............................... 2/$5.00
Chicken of the Sea
Solid White Canned Tuna ................................ 4/$5.00
Prego Pasta Sauce ........................................... 2/$5.00
Wishbone Salad Dressing  15 oz ..................2/$4.00
Best Yet Apple Sauce .....................................2/$3.00
Idahoan Mashed Potato Pouch ...................... 4/$5.00
Best Yet Sugar 4 lb bag ................................. 2/$5.00
Pillsbury Quick Bread ......................................2/$4.00
Best Yet Cranberry Sauce ............................. 4/$5.00
Progresso Bread Crumbs  15 oz ...................2/$3.00
Sara Lee Pound Cake .............................................$4.99 
Kellogg's Eggo Thick & Fluffy Waffles ............2/$6.00
Mama Rosie's Raviolis .................................... 2/$5.00
Chobani Greek Style Yogurt ........................... 4/$5.00
Tropicana Orange Juice  52 oz ...........................$3.99 
Best Yet Pie Crust  15 oz .............................. 2/$5.00

"while supplies last"

SportsSports

Any 5 weeks 
in color at 
only $500

2 col.

HOLIDAY 
BLOWOUT

SALE

HOLIDAY 
BLOWOUT

SALE

EAST BOSTON 

TIMES

 
l

Any 5 weeks 
in color at 
only $500

2x5 ad ANYTIME NOV. 3 - DEC. 29

must be paid in advance

2x5 ad ANYTIME NOV. 3 - DEC. 29

must be paid in advance

Actual Ad Size Shown
Call 781-485-0588 or 

email your rep

Actual Ad Size Shown
Call 781-485-0588 or 

email your rep
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EAST BOSTON LITTLE LEAGUE FALL SEASON A SUCCESS 
East Boston Little 

League’s Minor and Ma-
jor Divisions concluded 
another successful fall 
season.

Instruction of younger 
players is the priority in 
the minor division, which 
played two games during 
the six-week schedule.

The Major Division 
concluded with a thrilling 
final series between EB 
Red and EB Blue. Coach 
Nick Free’s regular sea-
son champs EB Red took 
Game 1 behind the pitch-
ing of Giacomo Courtney 
and the bats of Tyler Ro-
driguez and Leudys Suri-
el.

Game 2 saw EB blue 
come back from an early 
deficit to draw even in the 
series with a one-run vic-
tory.  Deanna Nee pitched 
well for EB Blue and Den-
nis Hutchinson provided 
timely hits. 

The deciding Game 3 

was a back-and-forth affair 
which saw coach Bran-
don O’Brien’s EB Blue 
team score late to secure 
the championship. Ryan 
Nee was effective as the 
starting pitcher for the EB 
Blue team, with Thomas 
Toponarski turning in an 
excellent relief-pitching 
appearance to lock down 
the victory for his team.

EBLL has scheduled 
a fall season the last few 
years to resounding suc-
cess and recognizes all the 
coaches and volunteers 
who have made it happen.

 A special ‘thank you’ to 
EBLL President Chucky 
Cassaro and longtime 
EBLL officer and coach 
Dr. Robert Gilbride for 
making youth baseball in 
East Boston such a pos-
itive experience for all 
the players in the league 
during the summer and 
fall seasons.

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Order A...Fully Cooked Whole Turkey
Available in 2 sizes

10-12 lb. Whole Turkey $224.95 plus tax
20-22 lb. Whole Turkey $359.95 plus tax

Complete with
Homemade Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Corn Bread, 

Squash, & Turkey Gravy
OR

Order An...Individual Turkey Dinner
With Homemade Stuffing, Gravy & Corn Bread

Dinner  Includes:
Mashed Potato

Choice of Vegetable:
Corn, or Butternut Squash

Choice of Dessert:
Slice of Apple or Pumpkin Pie

$23.95 Per Person

Spinelli’s Will Cook Your Thanksgiving Dinner!
Please Place Your Orders Before

Tuesday, November  22, 2022
Order by phone or Drop by

Spinelli’s East Boston
282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128 

Telephone 617-567-1992 Fax 617-567-5150

Open Thanksgiving Day 8:00AM-1:00PM

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Spinelli’s East Boston

Spinelli’s is looking forward to 
having Thanksgiving with you!
Spinelli’s is looking forward to 
having Thanksgiving with you!

EB Blue celebrates after winning fall league title.

Leudys Suriel fires a pitch 
for EB Red.

Oliver Kross Bats for EB Red.

Tyler Rodriguez slides in under the tag for EB Red.

Dennis Hutchinson in the 
batters box for EB Blue.

Tyler Rodriguez batting for EB Red.
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OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE 

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

See John or 
Paul for All 

your auto needs!

Get Your car ready 
for Fall roadtrips

Call to schedule service
781-284-4675

 AC RECHARGE
 TIRE ALIGNMENT

 BRAKES
 OIL CHANGE

— INSPECTION SERVICE STATION —
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8AM TO 5PM

PRE-TR IP  CHECKL IST

EAST BOSTON’S SALESIAN BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB HOSTS TRUNK OR TREAT

It’s been a while since 
large group gatherings 
were encouraged and 
sponsored, but that was 
then, this is Halloween 
2022. The Salesian Boys 
and Girls Club decided 
to treat the tricksters to a 
trunk or treat before the 
Halloween night festivi-
ties. 

Last Thursday eve-

ning was perfect night 
for ghosts and goblins to 
ascend upon 150 Byron 
Street, the home of the 
Salesian organization.

Treats of all sizes and 
tastes were given out to the 
swarm of masked treaters, 
as well as electronic sound 
effects and a host of their 
favorite monsters to greet 
them at the event.

Jr Firefighter Fernanda 
Mendoza.

Riding the trail, Veronica 
Berrios.

Hanging out by the haunting tree, James Brownell.

Fr. Jack Janko with Domenic Conte and Joe Steffano.

lien with Camila Mejia.

The Griswolds, Ryker, Chloe, Chris, Zephyr and Dana.

Moth Man complete with axe is shown with Aaron Robert-
son. Gia Bakos with Beia Kellogg and Ceclia Carretie.

Jane Roberts poses for a photo.

Ghosts and goblins with Maria and Henry Forbes.

Meet Judu Benanides, Lucianna Giraldo and Jeronimo 
Giraldo.

The Rinaldi’s as G2 Drinks, Sal, Vinny, Andrew and Talia. I ain’t afraid of no ghosts, Emilio Diaz as the lion.

Witch’s Brew, Felicia Puopolo(center) Branch Manager Rockland Trust, Asst. Manager Mary 
Longo(right) passing out candy to the many children at the Salesian Trunk or Treat Night 
last Thursday night.
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To place a 

memoriam in the 

Times Free Press, 

please call 

781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Marion  (DeCristo-
foro) Costigan, a life-long 
resident of East Boston, 
passed away after a brief 
illness at her home on Oc-
tober 30 at the age of 89.

The beloved wife of the 
late George Costigan, she 
was the devoted mother 
of George Costigan and 
his wife, Marylou, James 
Costigan and his wife, 
Sharon, William Costi-
gan and his wife, Danielle 
and Christopher Costigan 
and his long-time partner, 
Mary Riley; dear sister 
of the late Robert De-
Cristoforo and cherished 
grandmother of Amanda, 
Richard, Derek, Matthew, 
Rachel, Patrick and Ella. 
She is also survived by 
many loving nieces and 
nephews.

Family and friends will 
honor Marion’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga St., East 
Boston on Thursday No-
vember 3 from 4 to 7 p.m. 
and again on Friday morn-

ing at 8:30 before leav-
ing in funeral procession 
to Sacred Heart Church, 
Brooks Street, East Bos-
ton for a 10 a.m. Funeral 
Mass in celebration of 
Marion’s life. Services 
will conclude with Marion 
being laid to rest with her 
beloved husband at Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Malden.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be 
made to the American 
Heart Association.

Some days I feel that you left us only yesterday 
and some days it feels like eternity.  Even though 
I have felt your presence over and over my heart 

is unrepairable.  To lose a child is the most horrific 
life experience.  I often wonder what you would 
be doing if you were still here.  I will be always 

stuck on that horrible day.  I have learned so many 
things Gia.  Grief is not just five stages as people 
say.  Grief carries on forever every day.  I remem-
ber your laugh, kindness and beautiful things you 
said to me.  In my dreams you are still alive. Even 
though 19 years was such a short time I will keep 
your soul alive until I meet you in heaven.  We all 
miss you, my love!  Gia, when you come for me, I 
will be ready! Thank you, God for this wonderful 

blessing!  Always a Triplet!

Love Mum, Dad, John, Sophia, 
Ava and Dee
November 2, 2022

My daughter 

Gia DiGiacomo  
It’s been five years already!

Marion Costigan
Lifelong East Boston resident

The North Shore Phil-
harmonic Orchestra will 
begin its 74th season 
when Music Director 
Robert Lehmann conducts 
a program featuring the 
music of Johann Strauss, 
Edouard Lalo, and Jean 
Sibelius on Sunday, No-
vember 13, 3 p.m. at 
Swampscott High School. 

Grammy Award-win-
ning violinist Charles 
Dimmick highlights the 
program as the featured 
soloist in Edouard Lalo’s 
“Symphonie Espagnole.”  
Dimmick, concertmaster 
of the Portland Symphony 
Orchestra and the Rhode 
Island Philharmonic, has 
earned praise for his solo 
performances throughout 
New England.

The program also in-
cludes the Symphony No. 
3 of Jean Sibelius. Tickets 
can be purchased at the 
door or in advance online 
at www.nspo.org.

“Extravagant orchestral 
colors and sweeping musi-
cal gestures are on display 
for our Fall concert,” said 
Music Director Robert 
Lehmann.  “Each compos-
er on this program was a 
master musical illustrator. 
Johann Strauss, Jr., who 
is known as ‘the ‘Waltz’ 
king,’ vividly depicts the 
elegance and sophistica-
tion of 19th century Vi-
enna, as well as the exotic 
and gypsy Hungarian fla-
vors that feature promi-
nently in his ‘Gypsy’ Bar-
on Overture.” 

Dr. Lehmann comment-
ed about the featured solo-

ist and the program selec-
tion.  “Charles Dimmick is 
an extraordinary violinist 
perfectly-suited to bring 
to life Lalo’s colorful and 
virtuosic display of his 
impressions of Spain and 
its most famous violin 
virtuoso, Pablo de Sara-
sate,” said Lehmann. “All 
the moods and character 
of the Iberian peninsula 
find their way into this 
work.” 

The Sibelius sympho-
ny portrays the compos-
er’s deep affection for the 
wonders and beauty of 
his native Finland.  “The 
Third Symphony displays 
everything from wistful, 
melancholy tunes to a ra-
diant concluding ‘hymn’ 
of majestic grandeur and 
sweeping power,” said 
Lehmann. 

The Orchestra missed 
out on its entire 2020-21 
season due to the Covid 19 
pandemic but made a tri-
umphant return last year.  
This year marks the Or-
chestra’s 75thbirthday and 
its 74th concert season.  
For full concert informa-
tion, visit www.nspo.org 
or contact info@nspo.org.

The NSPO is commit-
ted to the health and safety 
of our patrons and musi-
cians. While the NSPO 
will not require Covid 
vaccination proof or other 
measures, patrons who are 
at high risk for infection 
are encouraged and wear a 
mask and always maintain 
‘social distancing’ inside 
Swampscott High School.

Grammy Award-winning violinist Charles Dimmick is the 
featured soloist in Edouard Lalo’s “Symphonie Espagnole” 
with the North Shore Philharmonic Orchestra Sunday, 
November 13, 3 p.m. at Swampscott High School.

North Shore Philharmonic Orchestra performs 
music of Strauss, Lalo, and Sibelius November 13

Music Director Robert Lehmann will lead the North Shore 
Philharmonic Orchestra in concert Sunday, November 13, 
3 p.m. at Swampscott High School.

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration on Novem-
ber 1 announced that new 
waste ban regulations that 
promote recycling and re-
use, reduce trash disposal, 
and foster recycling busi-
ness growth take effect 
starting today, November 
1, 2022. The new regula-
tions will ban the disposal 
of mattresses and textiles 
in the trash, as well as de-
crease food waste from 
businesses and institutions. 
Massachusetts currently 
has a food waste ban on 
businesses disposing one 
ton or more per week, and 
these regulations lower 
that threshold to a half-ton 
per week.

The Massachusetts 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection (Mass-
DEP) established a ban 
on disposal of food waste 
from businesses and insti-
tutions disposing of one 
ton or more per week in 
2014, which increased 
food waste diversion from 
100,000 tons per year to 
more than 300,000 tons per 
year, while also creating 
hundreds of new jobs and 
increasing the gross state 
product by $77 million. 
Despite this progress, food 
waste still represents more 
than one-fifth of the trash 
we dispose of. Lowering 
the threshold from one 
ton to a half-ton per week 
aims to continue Massa-
chusetts’ progress in this 
area. An estimated 4,000 

businesses will be subject 
to the new threshold. For-
tunately, Massachusetts 
businesses are well on their 
way to compliance as more 
than 3,500 businesses al-
ready participated in a food 
waste collection program 
in 2021.

“In order to meet the 
important goals outlined in 
the 2030 Solid Waste Mas-
ter Plan, the Baker-Polito 
Administration has focused 
on reducing waste disposal, 
while also increasing recy-
cling, diversion, reuse, and 
composting measures,” 
said Energy and Environ-
mental Affairs Secretary 
Beth Card. “These regu-
lations and the supporting 
strategies that are being 
implemented today will 
continue our nation-lead-
ing efforts and jump-start 
waste diversion work that 
is occurring across the 
Commonwealth.”

MassDEP has supported 
the food waste ban by pro-
viding grants to businesses 
establishing or expanding 
capacity to manage food 
waste, including anaerobic 
digestion and composting 
operations. MassDEP also 
recently announced a new 
grant offering to invest in 
expanding the infrastruc-
ture for collecting food 
waste, mattresses, and tex-
tiles. Additionally, Mass-
DEP supports business 
waste reduction, recycling, 
and composting initiatives 
through the Recycling-

Works in Massachusetts 
program. This program, 
which is fully funded by 
MassDEP, is run under 
contract by the Center for 
Eco Technology. Through 
RecyclingWorks, Massa-
chusetts businesses receive 
free assistance to manage 
any waste they generate, 
including the new banned 
materials.

Textiles represent an-
other important opportu-
nity for Massachusetts to 
reduce the waste stream 
and capture valuable re-
sources. Each year, the 
Commonwealth throws out 
more than 200,000 tons of 
textiles in the trash. This 
includes old clothing, as 
well as other things like 
towels, linens, and even 
bags, belts, and shoes. For-
tunately, Massachusetts 
has an extensive collec-
tion infrastructure of both 
non-profit and for-profit 
textile recovery organiza-
tions that can find a new 
use for these materials, 
either through selling or 
donating for reuse, or recy-
cling into products such as 
carpet padding, insulation, 
or wiping rags.

“Recovering textiles is 
an excellent opportunity 
for our cities and towns 
to reduce trash disposal 
from their residents at the 
same time as they get paid 
for the valuable textiles 
that they recover,” said 
MassDEP Commissioner 
Martin Suuberg. “We are 

pleased to partner with 
this burgeoning industry 
to remove these valuable 
materials from the waste 
stream and put them back 
to work.”

Mattresses are a difficult 
material to manage at solid 
waste facilities and take up 
a large amount of space in 
landfills. More than 75 pre-
cent of mattresses can be 
effectively separated and 
recycled, including metal, 
wood, fabric, and padding. 
Massachusetts has estab-
lished a statewide mattress 
recycling contract that in-
cludes five recycling com-
panies that can serve Mas-
sachusetts municipalities 
that establish mattress re-
cycling programs to serve 
their residents. MassDEP 
has provided grants to sev-
eral of those companies, as 
well as other Massachu-
setts-based mattress recy-
clers, to increase the capac-
ity to manage mattresses, 
as well as to create new 
job opportunities. Massa-
chusetts generates approx-
imately 600,000 unwanted 
mattresses per year, about 
200,000 of them from res-
idents, with the rest com-
ing from businesses and 
institutions. MassDEP has 
provided grants to help es-
tablish mattress recycling 
programs in 137 munici-
palities.

More information on 
the waste disposal bans is 
available on MassDEP’s 
website.

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
CONSERVATOR OR
OTHER PROTECTIVE
ORDER PURSUANT

TO G.L. c. 190B,
§ 5-304 & § 5-405
Docket No.
SU22P2376PM
In the matter of:
Michael Romero
Of:East Boston, MA
To the named Respon-
dent and all other inter-
ested persons, a petition 
has been filed by Rosa 
Soto of East Boston, MA 
and Luz Romero of East 
Boston, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that Michael Romero is 
in need of a Conservator 
or other protective order 

and requesting that Rosa 
Soto of East Boston, MA 
and Luz Romero of East 
Boston, MA  (or some 
other suitable person) be 
appointed as Conservator 
to serve Without Surety 
on the bond.
The petition asks the 
court to determine that 
the Respondent is dis-
abled, that a protective 
order or appointment 
of a Conservator is 
necessary, and that the 
proposed conservator is 
appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance at 
this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 11/21/2022. 
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file 
the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the 
return date, action may 
be taken in this matter 
without further notice to 

you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, 
you or your attorney 
must file a written affi-
davit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named 
person has the right to 

ask for a lawyer.  Anyone 
may  make this request 
on behalf of the above-
named person. If the 
above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 24, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

11/02/22
EB

LEGAL NOTICE

New waste disposal ban regulations take effect
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COUNCIL 
CONSIDERING 
PARK 
IMPROVEMENTS

CHELSEA - More park 
improvements are on the 
way for the city of Chel-
sea.

At its next meeting, the 
City Council is expected 
to take up funding for a 
major renovation project 
at Bosson Playground at 
50 Bellingham Street. In 
addition, the council is 
also expected to accept 
grants to help with the 
development of a public 
park at 88 Clinton Street.

“Recently, the Execu-
tive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs 
(EEA), notified the city 
that the Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development has secured 
a PARC grant for Bosson 
Playground, pending ex-
ecution of the state grant 
contract and fulfillment 
of all pre-award program 
requirements,” said City 
Manager Thomas Am-
brosino. “For this grant, 
the proposed renovations 
of Bosson Playground 
include replacement of 
the playground’s rubber 
surfacing, introduction of 
new playground equip-
ment, installation of a 
new water feature and 
splash pad, installation of 
a multi-sport goal, instal-
lation of new site furniture 
and passive recreation 
areas, and lighting and 
reconstruction of all site 
utilities.”

Once completed, the 
playground will better 
serve the community’s 
youth and improve the 
quality of life in the city.

The city will complete 
the design of the renova-
tions by the end of June 
next year, a process that 
will involve input from 
many stakeholders in the 

neighborhood and the city, 
according to Ambrosino. 
The goal is to complete 
work on the playground 
by the end of June, 2024.

The state PARC grant 
will reimburse up to 
$400,000 of the cost of 
the project, however, Am-
brosino said the current 
estimate for the renova-
tions stands at $1,800,000.

To help cover the addi-
tional costs, Ambrosino is 
requesting the City Coun-
cil appropriate $1,450,000 
from the city’s stabiliza-
tion funds.

The EEA also recent-
ly informed the city that 
it had recently secured a 
Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund (LWCF) grant 
of just under $350,000 for 
the creation of a new riv-
erfront park at 88 Clinton 
Street.

“Proposed elements 
include seating areas, 
walking paths, a rain gar-
den and other plantings, a 
water feature for children, 
a shade structure, and po-
tentially a boat launch if 
this is found to be feasi-
ble, as well as lighting 
and utility construction,” 
said Ambrosino. “Once 
completed, the park will 
offer a space for residents 
of all ages and abilities to 
encounter Chelsea’s nat-
ural resources along Mill 
Creek, create better rec-
reation and transportation 
connections between Mill 
Creek Riverwalk and the 
Mill Hill neighborhood, 
and offer opportunities for 
flood resilience and a re-
spite from rising tempera-
tures.”

The city is expected to 
complete its design and 
construction of the park by 
the end of 2024, accord-
ing to the city manager. 
As with the Bosson Play-
ground project, there will 
continue to be community 
input about the final shape 

of the park.
Ambrosino said he 

expects the total cost of 
the project to come in at 
$875,000, which he is 
asking the City Council to 
appropriate from the city’s 
general stabilization fund. 
Once the project is com-
pleted, the LWCF grant 
will reimburse the city 
for nearly $350,000 of the 
cost.

EARLY VOTING 
UNDERWAY

EVERETT - Everett 
Election Department Di-
rector Danielle Pietranto-
nio said that early voting 
has begun in the city and 
will continue through 
Thursday, Nov. 3.

Registered voters can 
cast their ballots at City 
Hall in the Keverian Room 
located on the third floor.

Pietrantonio said inter-
est has been picking up 
in the election that fea-
tures races for the state’s 
constitutional offices, in-
cluding the governor and 
lieutenant governor’s race 
with Maura Healey and 
Kim Driscoll on the Dem-
ocratic side and Geoff 
Diehl and Leah Allen on 
the Republican side.

In an election that is 
drawing significant lo-
cal interest, State Rep. 
Joseph McGonagle is 
being challenged by 
Councilor-at-Large Mike 
Marchese for the seat. 
Two candidates, Chelsea 
City Councillors Judith 
Garcia and Todd Taylor, 
are running for the state 
representative seat in the 
new district that includes 
all of Chelsea and a few 
neighborhoods in Everett. 
Ballot questions 1 and 4 
are also generating in-
terest among the Everett 
electorate that has 22,000 
registered voters.

Pietrantino reports that 

the Election Department 
received 3,000 requests 
for mail-in ballots. More 
than 1,000 ballots have 
been returned to the office. 

Election drive at 
EHS a success
City Clerk and Election 

Commission Chair Sergio 
Cornelio and Jeanne Ma-
rie Gibbons from the Elec-
tions Office conducted a 
voter registration drive at 
Everett High School Tues-
day, with several students 
registering for the Nov. 8 
election and future elec-
tions.

Everett High students 
will also be assisting in-
side the polling locations 
on Election Day.

“The students been 
a great addition to our 
election day team,” said 
Pietrantonio. “Their gov-
ernment teacher [Carolyn 
MacWilliam] is amazing. 
She reviews the ballot 
questions with her stu-
dents. And we’ve been 
able to recruit Everett stu-
dents to work at the polls.”

HONORED FOR 
HELPING

LYNN - The Glitter and 
Gold Gala fundraiser for 
the Lynn Boys and Girls 
Club was held at Danver-
sport on October 19.

 Four outstanding indi-
viduals were honored at 
the Annual Celebration. 
Executive Director Bri-
an Theirrien said, “These 
four honorees have given 
their time, talents, and re-
sources for the betterment 
of youth and to the com-
munity of Lynn.”

Receiving recognition 
for their continuous work 
helping and developing 
Lynn’s city youth were 
Sarah Bates, Lisa Nerich, 
Dr. Christina Colella, and 
Attorney Brendan Ward of 
Cherry Tree Legal Firm.

Former New England 
Patriot and Super Bowl 
Champion Ty Law was 
the guest speaker. Mas-
ter of Ceremonies, State 
Representative Daniel Ca-
hill, was entertaining and 
kept the program moving 
smoothly. Michael Cham-
bers and Nicole Pirro of 
Chambers Auction Ser-
vice provided an exciting 
bidding auction for the 
audience.  Lynn English 
High School JR-ROTC 
served as Honor Guards 
and the Boys & Girls Club 
Dance Team delightfully 
performed to the audi-
ence’s pleasure. 

The evening was a suc-
cess as guests and friends 
contributed to raise funds 
for the Boys & Girls Club 
of Lynn.

COUNCIL 
APPROVES 
SCHOOL FUNDING

REVERE - The cheers 
you may have heard in 
Revere were those of par-
ents of schoolchildren ap-
plauding the City Council 
for voting by an 8-2 mar-

gin to approve a loan or-
der in the amount of $29.5 
million for the acquisition 
of the Wonderland Park 
property.

Wonderland was desig-
nated by the Revere High 
School Building Commit-
tee as its No. 1 choice for 
the site of the new high 
school. If everything goes 
according to plan, the new 
high school will open its 
doors in 2027. 

Councillors Antho-
ny Cogliandro, Patrick 
Keefe, Joanne McKenna, 
Steven Morabito, Ira No-
voselsky, John Powers, 
Marc Silvestri, and Gerry 
Visconti voted in favor of 
the loan order for $29.5 
million. Councillors Dan 
Rizzo and Anthony Zam-
buto voted against the 
loan order to acquire the 
property.

The Council discussed 
the issue at length during a 
Ways and Means subcom-
mittee meeting chaired by 
Rizzo.

Ward 4 Councillor John 
Powers asked Mayor Bri-
an Arrigo whether flood-
ing and traffic issues at the 
Wonderland site would be 
addressed, and infrastruc-
ture improvements would 
continue to be made there.

“I think you probably 
more than most under-
stand the commitment that 
we’ve made in terms of in-
frastructure and improving 
that,” Arrigo told Powers. 
“I think it’s really import-
ant for people to under-
stand that when we build 
a high school at Wonder-
land, we’re not going to 
say there’s no more money 
to do anything. Obviously, 
our commitment to qual-
ity-of-life improvements 
and infrastructure, espe-
cially close to low-lying 
areas like the lower end of 
Revere Street is critically 
important and we know 
that those are investments 
that need to be made. You 
have my commitment that 
those investments will 
continue, that work will 
continue, and it will con-
tinue with the great team 
that I have around me.”

Zambuto has been 
steadfast in his opposi-
tion to Wonderland being 
the site for the new high 
school throughout the pro-
cess

“I’m going back on the 
record again tonight that 
this is the biggest fiscal 
mistake in the history of 
the City,” said Zambuto. 
“It’s taken a piece of prop-
erty at Wonderland off the 
tax rolls.”

Zambuto estimated that 
the city will lose an es-
timated $1 billion in tax 
revenue over the expect-
ed 50-year life of the new 
high school at the Won-
derland site.

Rizzo, who led the 
construction of the new 
Hill Elementary School 
and the new Harry Della 
Russo Stadium during his 
mayoral administration, 

said, “I come down on the 
same side as my colleague 
Councillor Zambuto and I 
have the same concerns as 
Council President Viscon-
ti about the unknowns.”

Rizzo acknowledged 
that the city does need a 
new high school. “But I 
think the primary function 
of this City Council is to 
provide fiscal oversight. 
That’s why we’re here, to 
represent the taxpayers. 
This is the largest single 
appropriation to the tax 
levy in the city’s history. 
I think it deserves a little 
bit of conversation,” said 
Rizzo, who suggested that 
another meeting be held to 
consider the issue.

But Supt. of Schools Dr. 
Dianne Kelly ook the po-
dium and spoke about the 
importance of the timeline 
in the MSBA new school 
building process.

“We have a strict 
deadline that we have to 
have paperwork to them 
[MSBA] in December, 
which means we need to 
be getting on that land 
in the next week,” Kelly 
told the Council. “If we’re 
beyond another week of 
getting access to the land 
– our hope iss that this will 
be voted tonight – that we 
could file the notice of tak-
ing with the state, and that 
they would approve it, and 
that we could get on the 
land next week and start 
doing soil samples and 
pieces. The bottom line is 
we can’t wait until anoth-
er meeting unless we want 
to push the whole project 
out.”

In the end, the Council 
heeded Kelly’s key advice 
and voted during its regu-
lar meeting to approve the 
loan order for the acqui-
sition of the Wonderland 
property.

WINTHROP LEADS 
THE WAY WITH 
CLEAR PROGRAM

WINTHROP - Nearly 
a decade ago, Winthrop’s 
public health and public 
safety programs began 
working together to pro-
vide better mental health 
and substance abuse re-
sources for the town’s res-
idents.

The program, now 
known as CLEAR (Com-
munity and Law Enforce-
ment Assistance Recov-
ery) program, has become 
a model for communities 
throughout the state and 
the country.

At last week’s commu-
nity fall forum, Meredith 
Hurley, the town’s Public 
Health Nurse, updated the 
community on the history 
and goals of the program.

“Back in 2014, I per-
sonally had never heard 
the phrase ‘police reform’ 
at that point, but that is 
really when public health 
aligned with public safe-

See REGION Page 11

Combo Rates available!  
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 

$30000 per month
 per site 

Extend your Business’s reach 
with Online Advertising!

AD SIZE

in pixels
W: 160px
H: 600px

——————

please send 
in “png”
format

reverejournal.com •winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com 

eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 
charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com

northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com

jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

Call 781-485-0588 to get started!

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

GIRL SCOUTS LEND A HAND TO DAUGHTERS 
OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION CLEAN-UP

PHOTO BY MARIANNE SALZA

Hazel Viens, 8, and Ella Ryan, 8, placing freshly-raked leaves into a bag during the clean-up  
of Metcalf Square on October 23. 
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ty,” said Hurley. “As a re-
sult of the opioid epidem-
ic, we were seeing a lot of 
loss in the community and 
we were concerned about 
that.”

Hurley began conversa-
tions with the police and 
fire chiefs at the time to 
try to determine different 
strategies to deal with the 
epidemic.

“We started with look-
ing at the high rates of 
fatal and nonfatal opioid 
overdoses, and public 
health and public safety 
came together and formed 
our collaboration,” said 
Hurley.

At that early stage, she 
said the collaboration al-
lowed for a police officer 
to knock on doors along 
with a peer recovery 
coach at homes following 
overdoses.

“The peer recovery 
coach is somebody with 
lived experience who 
works (with someone with 
substance abuse issues) to 
take them down the path 
of recovery,” said Hurley. 
“It can look many differ-
ent ways, it can be harm 
reduction, it can be giving 
Narcan so they or a family 
member can have it in the 
house for safety.”

As the partnership pro-
gressed, the public health 
department received a 

grant to hire a part-time 
social worker who worked 
with public safety on a jail 
diversion program.

“What we really want 
to do is keep people out 
of the emergency system,” 
said Hurley. “We don’t 
want to see people in 
jail and we don’t want to 
see people in emergency 
rooms. That’s what it real-
ly boils down to.”

Recent good news for 
the CLEAR program has 
included a licensed clini-
cian trained in de-esca-
lation working with the 
police department, and 
nearly all police officers 
having been trained in the 
crisis intervention team 
model. Hurley said the 
goal is to also train the 
town’s firefighters on the 
model.

Hurley said the pro-
gram has also been able to 
pivot from the earlier opi-
oid-intensive model to ad-
dress other mental health 
and substance issues in 
the town.

“In Winthrop, alcohol 
was a bigger issue and 
continues to be a bigger 
issue, a bigger substance 
that we are concerned 
about, so it felt funny for 
(us) to tell somebody we 
would love to work with 
you, but you are not a 
heroin user so we cannot 

because of our funding,” 
said Hurley. 

The CLEAR program 
was able to address its 
funding in order to serve a 
wider variety of issues in 
the town, she said.

The program continued 
to grow and grow, and 
when the Covid-19 pan-
demic hit in 2020, Hurley 
said the town had many 
resources in place to help 
deal with the pandemic 
itself, as well as the many 
mental health challenges 
associated with it.

“The CLEAR team has 
been pivoting and pivot-
ing and pivoting with the 
needs of the community, 
and that is really where the 
success has been with this 
program,” Hurley said.

The latest highlights of 
the program include a po-
lice lieutenant assigned to 
the health department and 
increased resources to deal 
with domestic violence.

“CLEAR is on the cut-
ting edge because we have 
been doing things that 
are now emerging as best 
practices,” said Hurley. 
With that increased visi-
bility has come more op-
portunities for grant fund-
ing to expand the program 
even more, including a 
partnership with the Bos-
ton University School of 
Public Health.

CITY PAWS

Winter dog walking tips
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Safe walks with your 
dog in icy, snowy, and 
cold conditions require 
preparation for both of 
you. First, you need win-
ter gear to keep you warm 
and upright while you 
give your pup the exercise 
she needs.

We once asked a pro-
fessional dog walker to 
share his tips on keeping 
warm. He stressed the im-
portance of layering and 
having different layers 
for our changing winter 
weather. Some days call 
for a base layer and jeans. 
On wet or freezing days, 
he would add rain pants. 
Not only did these keep 
him dry, but they also pro-
vided good insulation.

Like you, your dog may 
need a layer of clothing to 
keep warm and dry. We 
put insulated, water-proof 
jackets on our Poppy for 
cold, wet days. We also 
use t-shirts to keep her 
clean and free of hanging 
snowballs her fur collects 
on other walks. 

Boots for Winter 
Walking

When you choose your 
footwear for a walk on 
a wet winter day, think 
about how important it is 
to your dog that you do 
not fall. A fall could mean 
letting go of the leash or 
hurting your pup. Choose 
shoes designed to keep 
your feet warm on long 
walks and help you stay 
upright. 

While some aspects of 
winter can be fun, salt on 
roads and sidewalks is bad 
news for dogs. If you’ve 
ever had salt in a cut, you 
know how that stings. 
Now imagine walking 
on salt with raw, irritated 
paws. Consider washing 
your dog’s feet after each 
walk to remove salty res-
idue. Poppy wears dog 

boots when needed. 
Winter Weight Gain
A few years ago, we 

researched why Poppy 
gained a bit of weight ev-
ery winter despite our best 
efforts to control her food 
and exercise ratio. We 
learned about the “Thrifty 
Gene.” 

Ken Tudor, DVM, 
on the Pet MD website, 
wrote, “Shorter days sig-
nal to the dog brain that 
winter is coming. This 
sets off hormonal changes 
to slow metabolism and 
conserve calorie expen-
diture.” He says, “These 
changes also promote the 
deposition of fat. This 
phenomenon is a result 
of a genetic adaptation 
called the ‘thrifty gene.’ 
The thrifty gene prepares 
the dog for the harsh win-
ter and allows for normal 
performance in harsh con-
ditions.”

Knowing this, we check 
her weight regularly, give 
her fewer treats, and cut 
back on how much food 
we provide during the 
winter months. When we 
can add exercise to her 
life on a nice day, we’ll 
do it, but in winter, con-
trolling calories is often 
easier than burning them.
How Cold Is Too Cold?

You have to think about 
a particular dog to decide 

how long it can be outside 
safely in cold weather. 
Jennifer Coates, DVM 
writing for PetMD.com, 
offered the following, “In 
general, cold tempera-
tures should not become 
a problem for most dogs 
until they fall below 45°F, 
at which point some cold-
averse dogs might begin to 
feel uncomfortable. When 
temperatures fall below 
32°F, owners of small 
breed dogs, dogs with thin 
coats, and/or very young, 
old, or sick dogs should 
pay close attention to their 
pet’s well-being. Once 
temperatures drop under 
20°F, all owners need to 
be aware that their dogs 
could potentially devel-
op cold-associated health 
problems like hypother-
mia and frostbite.”

If you’re a person tak-
ing care of a dog for the 
first time or are new to our 
winter weather, we advise 
reading articles on the 
topic and asking friends 
and neighbors to share 
their best winter weather 
tips for dog walks.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

T-shirts help keep Poppy clean and free of the hanging 
snowballs her fur collects, even on mild days.
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Fight the Flu!
Get your flu shot and 
help stop the spread.
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Families gathered on 
October 21 for the Pat-
rick J. Kennedy School 
Fall Festival, featuring 
a bouncy house slide, 
spooky temporary tattoos, 
and bowling. Parents and 

children snacked on cara-
mel-drizzled apple slices, 
hot dogs, and empanadas. 
Little ones played spi-
der ring toss, colored fall 
leaves, and created pump-
kins, bats, and monsters 
to decorate cardboard 
haunted houses. 

PATRICK J. KENNEDY SCHOOL HOLDS FALL FESTIVAL

Maritza with Isac Tejada, 
eating caramel-drizzled 
apples.

Elida with Christian 
Vasquez, 4th grade.

Fourth grade students, Lisette Vasquez and Mariana Lopez, 
with Jack Lopez, K-2.

Diego Calles, 5-years-old, sticking his green monster onto 
a haunted house.

Fifth graders: Rebecca, Caitlin, Cecilia, and Marleny.

Kari Portillo, 4th grade, playing spider ring toss.

Stephanie Miranda, Sara Villanueva, 3th grade, and Jayson 
Seaman.

Angel, 5th grade, and Alex, 6th grade.

BPS Region 1 Superintendent Tommy Welsh with his chil-
dren, Emi, 3rd grade, and Sam, 1st grade.

Third graders, Andrew and Austin, with their fall leaf crafts.

Principal Kristen Goncalves dancing with students to the Cha Cha Slide.
Former student, Andy 
Cartagena, going down the 
bouncy slide.

Flor Torro, Sofia Lopez, K-1, and Christopher Cardona, 4th 
grade.

Morena and Johamy 
Reyes, 4th Grade.

Families enjoying a game of bowling.


