
Special to the Times

East Boston Social 
Centers held their first 
in-person event in three 
years,  celebrating Our 
Hometown Heroes.

The event took place on 
Sunday, October 16, at the 
New England Aquarium 
Harbor View Terrace & 
Tent with a jazz brunch.

Individuals were hon-
ored who have given of 
themselves to the Social 
Centers and the East Bos-
ton community were Joe 
Tozza, the owner of the 
now-closed Marty's Fur-
niture chain and longtime 
Board Director; Debbi 
White, former director 
of the East Boston So-

cial Centers camp; and 
Chris and Danisse Mar-
roquin, two rising stars at 
the Social Centers along 
with their young son, 
Jaxon. With the Stefano 
Marchese Jazz Band per-
forming beautifully in the 
background, everyone had 
the opportunity to share 
food and create heartfelt 
memories while enjoying 
a spectacular view. It was 
beautiful to see so many 
people come together to 
honor the honorees' years 
of outstanding community 
service, which continues 
to reward and inspire. 

The event would not 
have been possible with-
out the dedication, hard 
work, and love of every-

one involved, from plan-
ning to fundraising to 
attending. Thanks to the 
expert guidance of LPA 
Event Planners Liz Page, 
Melanie Oliveira, and 
Joannie Jaxtimer, the East 
Boston Social Centers 
staff went above and be-
yond with their planning, 
preparation, and execution 
of the event. Our Joy:Us 
event was a huge success, 
and we thank you all for 
inspiring joy, and remind-
ing When All Give, All 
Gain!

"We reminded every-
one how much we can do 
when we come togeth-
er at the social centers. 
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Eastie’s Planet Fitness ribbon cutting
Special to the Times

The East Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce cele-
brated the Planet Fitness 
East Boston Ribbon Cut-
ting event to celebrate the 
business in East Boston 
and highlight the newest 
updates and renovations 
at the beautiful facility at 
175 McClellan Highway. 

The event was kicked 
off by the owners and 
partners of Planet Fitness 
along with their partners 
at Alders.  The ribbon 
cutting was attended by 
members and staff of the 
facility along with family 
members including radio 

and press who enjoyed 
refreshments, giveaways, 
and prizes.

The East Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce is proud 
to have participated in 
such a successful event 
and to celebrate this East 
Boston gem in our busi-
ness community.

---
La Cámara de Comer-

cio de East Boston cele-
bró el evento Planet Fit-
ness East Boston Ribbon 
Cutting para celebrar el 
negocio aquí en East Bos-
ton y destacar las últimas 
actualizaciones y renova-
ciones en las hermosas in-

stalaciones.
El evento fue inaugu-

rado por los propietarios 
y socios de Planet Fitness 
junto con sus socios en 
Alders. Al corte de cinta 
asistieron los miembros 
y el personal de la insta-
lación junto con miembros 
de la familia, incluidos la 
radio y la prensa, quienes 
disfrutaron de refrigerios, 
obsequios y premios.

La Cámara de Comercio 
de East Boston se enorgul-
lece de haber participado 
en un evento tan exitoso 
y de celebrar esta joya de 
East Boston en nuestra co-
munidad empresarial.

BPDA suggests
new guidelines 
for zoning here

Project at 20 Waldemar up for debate 
By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

The Orient Heights 
Neighborhood Council 
(OHNC) kicked off its first 
Design Review Commit-
tee (DRC) meeting of the 
season on Tuesday, Oct. 
18. There was a review of 
three potential projects in 
the area – none more con-
troversial than the project 
at 20 Waldemar Avenue 
that was presented at the 
end of the meeting. 

The proposed devel-
opment would erect a 
six-unit building in an 
area currently zoned for 
one-family units. This de-

velopment is not necessar-
ily new, as some changes 
were made to the plans 
since it was presented at 
an abutter meeting back in 
July. 

These changes include 
dropping the unit size 
from nine to six by scal-
ing down the front of the 
building and moving the 
remaining portion of the 
building forward. Initially, 
there were concerns about 
the shadows a building 
like this would cast on 
abutting buildings, but the 
new size of the building 
seeks to quell those con-
cerns. Privacy screens on 

the rear balconies of the 
building were also added 
to ease concerns about the 
ability to look into abut-
ting buildings. 

Overall, the reaction to 
the updated project was 
mixed, as some Waldemar 
residents still had appre-
hensions. One of those 
residents who voiced their 
concerns was Daniel To-
desca, who lives at 24 
Waldemar Avenue directly 
next to the proposed de-
velopment. 

Todesca outlined issues 
he has with the project 

COMING TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE THE EASTIE YMCA

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

As part of the PLAN: 
East Boston initiative, 
which looks to shape the 
future development of 
East Boston, the Boston 
Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) 
unveiled a draft for up-
dated zoning guidelines in 
residential areas during a 
Neighborhood Residential 
Workshop on Wednesday, 
Oct. 19. 

The proposed zoning 
updates would fundamen-
tally change the building 
approval process in neigh-
borhoods. Rather than 
zoning focusing on the 
use of a particular build-
ing as it is now, such as a 
one-family or three-fami-

ly building, zoning would 
concentrate on the dimen-
sions of the building itself. 

In the recommenda-
tion, there would be max-
imum limits for buildings’ 
height, depth, and width 
and guidelines on the 
front, side, and rear yard 
setbacks, lot coverage, and 
permeable surface area. 

These maximums and 
guidelines, however, 
would be determined by 
the buildings that already 
inhabit East Boston. The 
density of each neighbor-
hood, coupled with the 
proximity of buildings to 
the street, would also help 
determine zoning restric-
tions. 

See ZONING Page 2

See 20 WALDEMAR Page 2

Shown above, residents, officials 
and community members gathered 
in great numbers on Oct. 14 for 
the first East Boston YMCA Break-
fast since before the Pandemic in 
2020.  Shown to the left, retiring 
Greater Boston YMCA President 
and CEO James Morton thanked 
everyone for having him be a part 
of the team and noting that the 
dream of the YMCA is “to make sure 
that everyone in East Boston has 
what they need to be successful in 
life”.

James Morton hands to his successor David Shapiro 
a symbolic baton, highlighting the teamwork in lead-
ership. See more photos on Pages 5 and 6.

See EBSC Page 8

East Boston Social Centers 
hosted their Joy:Us Event!

Shown above include former Senate President, Robert Travaglini, former Speaker of the 
House Bob DeLeo, former City Councilor Sal LaMattina, City Councilor Gabriella Coletta, 
Regional Superintendent of Boston Public Schools Tommy Welch and State Rep. Adrian 
Madaro during the Hometown Heroes event by EBSC.
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desca, who lives at 24 
Waldemar Avenue direct-
ly next to the proposed de-
velopment. 

Todesca outlined issues 
he has with the project 
regarding potential vari-
ances in terms of size and 

neighborhood conges-
tion, among other things. 
He also raised concerns 
about the drainage issues 
a building like this could 
cause. 

Todesca went into depth 
about the congestion is-

sues citing that even with 
the proposed six off-street 
parking spots in the plans, 
there is potential for more 
than six cars in the build-
ing, which would make 
parking in the area worse. 

“My main concern is 
that you are trying to build 
a condo building in a lot 
that is only zoned for a 
single-family dwelling, 
and I am the single-fami-
ly dwelling next door, so 
I have concerns with my 
residence; what is going 
to happen to that,” said 
Todesca. 

“If there was a vote 
today on the building, I 
would probably say no,” 
he added. 

Another Orient Heights 
resident Gail Miller 
echoed Todesca’s senti-
ment, citing the height of 
the proposed development 
towering over abutters 
and congestion in terms of 
the number of units. 

“This is a one-family 
zone – it is quite obnox-
ious to propose six units 
on the same site. Obvious-
ly, they are trying to chip 
away at the zoning in our 
neighborhood,” said Mill-
er. 

“It is not in keeping 
with the character of our 

current neighborhood … I 
am opposed to it myself as 
a resident in the neighbor-
hood,” she added. 

While some opposed 
the potential project, oth-
ers, like John Wyatt, who 
lives across the street, 
seemed to like the updated 
rendering. 

“This looks really nice, 
and I think it fits in. The 
house that is there now 
has been neglected for 
years and is unsightly. At 
least this adds a little bit to 
the neighborhood – I like 
it,” said Wyatt. 

“I am definitely fond of 
this project if we can get 
rid of that unsightly thing 
that is there now,” he said. 

Toward the conclu-
sion of the meeting Gary 
Carter the proponent of 
the proposal, addressed 
comments regarding the 
project and said he hopes 
to talk to more residents 
about the project in the 
future. 

Carter and residents 
will have the opportunity 
to discuss the develop-
ment further soon as the 
OHNC has requested that 
representatives for the 
project return to another 
DRC meeting slated for 
sometime in November. 

Zoning // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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20 Waldemar //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“To be frank, right now, 
the zoning that covers East 
Boston and especially the 
zoning that covers neigh-
borhood residential areas 
is outdated, and as a result, 
a lot of new development 
– new buildings that come 
into the neighborhood can 
simply ignore it,” said 
BPDA Urban Designer 
Adam Johnson. 

Johnson outlined that 
under the current zoning 
rules, new developments 
can file a case with the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) for variances to 
bypass the current restric-
tions. According to the 
BPDA, East Boston has 
the highest ZBA caseload 
in the City of Boston on 
a parcel-by-parcel basis, 
with 26 cases per 1000 
parcels. 

The issue with the cur-
rent zoning guidelines 
is that the variances can 
breed unpredictability in 
the area. “That process 
– that unpredictable pro-
cess can yield a chang-
ing neighborhood that is 
out of scale and is out of 
character with what exists 
now,” said Johnson. 

To the BPDA, the zon-
ing updates would allow 
for more predictability in 
the future development of 
East Boston and introduce 
more opportunities for 
affordable housing while 
still preserving existing 
housing through policy.  

Naturally, the reaction 
to the recommendations 
was mixed when the ques-
tion and answer portion of 
the meeting began. Many 
citizens who attended the 
meeting expressed their 
apprehension about pre-
serving single-family 
homes and that developers 
could take advantage of 
the new zoning and erect 
three-story buildings near 
single-family homes. 

Joseph Arangio, a res-
ident, was one of those 
people who seemed none 
too pleased with the plan. 
He questioned the need to 
squeeze more housing in 
the area, referencing the 
redevelopment plans at 
Suffolk Downs that will 
add around 10,000 units to 
the area. 

“That’s not enough? 
That’s not enough – you 
have to get into sin-
gle-family and two-fam-
ily zones to squeeze a 
three-story unit next to 
a single-family home or 

give developers the right 
to come in and build those 
things and disappear,” 
said Arangio. 

While some people 
were not fans of the pro-
posed changes, others, 
such as David Lank, came 
out and spoke in support 
of the BPDA’s plan. 

Lank and his wife re-
cently bought a plot of 
land in order to build their 
family home in East Bos-
ton. They eventually set-
tled on the idea of a build-
ing with a larger unit to 
live in and another unit to 
rent to afford their mort-
gage. 

Lank’s plans were de-
nied during the current 
zoning process in what 
was a plan that garnered 
an overwhelming majority 
of support in the neighbor-
hood. 

“I have never been 
through a more problem-
atic experience building 
something that had so 
much support from the 
neighborhood, and it was 
not because of the city. It 
was because of economic 
restraints and, more so, in 
addition to that, the cur-
rent zoning process,” said 
Lank. 

“The current zoning 
process allowed kind of a 
free for all to occur where 
the whims of people on 
the zoning board weighed 
in.” 

Lank also explained that 
economically one-family 
units might not be so pru-
dent nowadays, adding, 
“Construction costs are so 
high just to build anything 
that to spread it across 
only a single-family, or 
two family is not very ef-
ficient.”

As debate rages on, the 
BPDA made it clear that 
they are ready for and 
welcome all feedback. 
Throughout the end of the 
month and into Novem-
ber, the BPDA will meet 
with neighborhood associ-
ations to discuss the plans. 

Overall, the BPDA 
maintains its excite-
ment for potential zoning 
changes in what it sees as 
beneficial to East Boston. 

“We feel like these rec-
ommendations collective-
ly imagine a neighborhood 
that is more resilient, more 
affordable, and fundamen-
tally more predictable,” 
said Senior Planner at the 
BPDA Kristina Ricco. 

Staff Report

 Boston City Councilor 
Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta submitted a hearing 
order on An Executive Or-
der Relative to the Zoning 
Board of Appeal signed 
into law on February 24, 
2020 by then Mayor Mar-
tin J. Walsh. 

“With the recent ap-
pointments of new mem-
bers to the Zoning Board 
of Appeal (ZBA) it is cru-
cial that as a City we work 
to ensure compliance and 
accountability to the Exec-
utive Order signed by for-
mer Mayor Marty Walsh 
in 2020,” said Councilor 
Coletta. “The ZBA holds 
a critical role in deciding 
what our communities 
will look like presently 
and in the future. We must 
advocate for the ethics, 
transparency, efficiency, 
and community trust of 
the Zoning Board of Ap-
peal.”

 
Requirements of the 

2020 Executive Order 
include but are not 

limited to:
• Board members must 

recuse themselves on 
properties with conflict of 
interest within the past 5 
years.

• Board members must 
submit annual statements 
of their financial interest 
in projects around the city.

• Board members must 
undergo ethics training.

• Enable on-line appli-
cation and payment for 
permits and petitions to 
ISD

• Enable email notifica-
tion of notice to hearings, 
deferrals, and new hearing 
dates to those who sign up 
for notifications within 18 
months of the order

• Update and improve 
online subscription list for 
residents within specific 
geographic zones within 
18 months of the order.

• Update and improve 
existing database such 
that it is searchable and 
contains all pending ap-
plications, deferrals, and 
decided petitions, includ-
ing decisions themselves, 
within 18 months of the 
order.

• Designate an ombud-
sperson to answer ques-
tions and inform members 
of the public about Board 
procedures and the pro-
cess by which they can 
provide testimony, within 
45 days of the order. 

It also prevents board 
members from voting on 
projects in which they had 
a financial interest within 
the last five years. Board 
members also are barred 
from having substantial 
business dealings on proj-
ects they voted on for two 
years after the vote.

Councilors Coletta 
seeks to confirm that the 
Inspectional Services De-
partment (ISD) and the 

Department of Innova-
tion and Technology are 
following the protocols 
directed by then-Mayor 
Walsh’s Executive Order. 
The Councilor plans to 
work extensively with her 
City Council Colleagues 
and the Wu Administra-
tion to make certain the 
City is carrying out the 
requirements related to 
ethics and transparency 
as well as those related to 
the modernization, func-
tion, and efficiency of the 
board.

 
Highlights of the  
Order Include:

“WHEREAS, T e r m s 
of the Executive Order 
include Ethics and Trans-
parency measures where 
“each member shall dis-
close all properties or 
project which they or their 
business associates have 
business dealings, own-
ership interests, or invest-
ments, and which are like-
ly to be before the Board 
for any reason”; and

WHEREAS, On Sep-
tember 26th, 2022, Mayor 
Michelle Wu appointed 
new members to the Zon-
ing Board of Appeal in 
support of said reforms 
from this order and to ad-
dress community mistrust 
with the process; and

WHEREAS, In order 
to build a city that is af-
fordable, environmentally 
resilient, and equitable, 

members of the Zoning 
Board of Appeal must reg-
ulate zoning rules that take 
into account transporta-
tion planning, community 
development, affordable 
housing creation, sustain-
able development and 
architectural design, and 
construction; and

WHEREAS, To that 
end, it is integral that the 
City of Boston ensure all 
reforms from the 2020 
Executive Order are ad-
dressed and implement-
ed when appointing new 
members and when mak-
ing systemic changes 
to the Zoning Board of 
Appeal; NOW, THERE-
FORE BE IT 

ORDERED: That the 
appropriate Committee of 
the Boston City Council 
hold a hearing to discuss 
the implementation of 
Zoning Board of Appeal 
reforms from the 2020 
Executive Order and that 
the relevant departments 
be invited to testify.

The Boston City Coun-
cil will hold a hearing at 
a later date. Members of 
the public are encouraged 
to provide written or oral 
comments. 

For additional informa-
tion, including how to tes-
tify, please contact the Of-
fice of Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta by phone at (617) 
635-3200 or by email at 
elizabeth.sanchez@bos-
ton.gov.

Councilor Coletta offers a hearing order on 
the 2020 Zoning Board of Appeal

Events happening in the 
City of Boston this week 
will bring some parking 
restrictions and street clo-
sures. People attending 
these events are encour-
aged to walk, bike, or take 
public transit. Information 
on Bluebikes, the region-
al bike share service, may 
be found on the Bluebikes 
website and information 
on the MBTA may be 
found online. The MBTA 
advises riders to purchase 
a round-trip rather than a 
one-way ticket for a fast-

er return trip. Walking is 
also a great way to move 
around.

Local event includes
East Boston

• Dia De Los Muertos 
Parade & Festival - Sun-
day, October 30, 2022

The festival takes place 
in Central Square Park 
with a portion of Central 
Square closed to through 
traffic. The parade starts at 
1:00 PM and the route will 
be closed to vehicles using 
a rolling blockade:

• Border Street, 
right on Lexington 
Street, right on 
Marion Street, 
right on Chelsea 
Street, right on 
Sunmer Street, 
right on New 
Street. right 
on Maverick 
Street, left on 
Border Street, 
parade ends at 
Shaw's Parking lot 
on Liberty Mall

City of Boston Traffic Advisory 
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37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
EBNT Hldg LLC 1-2 Appian LLC 1 Appian Pl $1,000,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 1-2 Appian LLC 2 Appian Pl $1,000,000  
East Boston AOP LLC 10 Breed LLC 10-12 Breed St $1,960,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 15 Havre LLC 15 Havre St $1,440,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 17 Frankfort LLC 17 Frankfort St $1,200,000  
Halliday, Christopher M 21-23 Lexington St LLC 21 Lexington St #304  $622,000  
Schmidt, Matthew 21-23 Lexington St LLC 21 Lexington St #PH9  $785,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 21 Monmouth LLC 21 Monmouth St $1,120,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 26 Monmouth LLC 26 Monmouth St $1,300,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 26 Princeton LLC 26 Princeton St $1,510,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 28 Princeton LLC 28 Princeton St $1,460,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 31 West Eagle LLC 31 W Eagle St  $1,340,000  
Frezgi, Kidane Rich FT 33 Falcon St $1,066,850  
EBNT Hldg LLC 41 Cottage LLC 41 Cottage St  $1,260,000  
Guarino Jr, Joseph Orlando, Lorina 43 Seaview Ave  $500,000  
Mara, Joie Guarino, Giacomo G 49 Monmouth St  $582,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 57 Trenton LLC 57 Trenton St $1,300,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 64 Lubec LLC 64 Lubec St $2,010,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 72 Prescott LLC 72 Prescott St $1,330,000  
Noble, Toni Evangelista, Thomas W 88 Wordsworth St      $500,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 101 Falcon LLC 101 Falcon St  $870,000  
EBNT Holdings LLC 103 Orleans LLC 103 Orleans St $1,160,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 110 Paris Street LLC 110 Paris St $1,340,000  
111 Oricent Ave MA LLC Advocate Healtheare 111 Orient Ave $9,850,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 121 Cottage Street LLC 121 Cottage St $1,340,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 133 Cottage LLC 133 Cottage St $1,440,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 135 Orleans LLC 135 Orleans St $1,410,000  
Nouris, Frank 161 Cottage Street EB LL 161 Cottage St #9     $815,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 166 Leyden LLC 166 Leyden St $1,550,000  
Sims, Caleb B Maverick St Inv Partners 205 Maverick St #206  $699,900  
Bowen, Jada L Maverick St Inv Partners 205 Maverick St #303  $164,800  
EBNT Hldg LLC 215 Saratoga Street LLC 215 Saratoga St $1,080,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 219 Maverick LLC 219 Maverick St $1,110,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 220 Saratoga LLC 220 Saratoga St $1,370,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 229 Bennington LLC 229 Bennington St $1,190,000  
251 Lexington St LLC Santos, Edgar E E251 Lexington St     $895,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 261 Havre LLC 261 Havre St $1,330,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 265 Princeton LLC 265 Princeton St $1,160,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 289 Summer LLC 289 Sumner St $1,340,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 297 Maverick LLC 297 Maverick St $1,210,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 324-326 Saratoga LLC 324-326 Saratoga St $1,480,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 365 Meridian LLC 365 Meridian St $1,140,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 377 Maverick LLC 377 Maverick St $1,200,000  
Zahigian, Rachel Awezec, Samuel 412 Meridian St #3    $629,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC Hg Meridian LLC 438 Meridian St $1,070,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 451 Meridian LLC 451 Meridian St $1,120,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 746 Bennington LLC 746 Bennington St $1,460,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 809 Saratoga LLC 809 Saratoga St $1,220,000  
EBNT Hldg LLC 1117 Saratoga LLC 1117 Saratoga St $1,180,000  

Staff Report 

The MBTA announced 
partnerships with Kendall 
Square Association (KSA) 
members Google and Sa-
nofi, the City of Boston, 
and retailers in Assembly 
Row to provide employ-
ees of those organizations 
with local bus and subway 
passes through the Pay-Per-
Use limited fare program. 
During this program, a se-
lect number of employees 
from Google, Sanofi, the 
City of Boston, and retail-
ers at Assembly Row will 
have unlimited access to 
subway and local bus ser-
vices with their trips fully 
funded by their employers 
or for Assembly Row re-
tail employees funded by 
Assembly Connect for the 

duration of the Pay-Per-
Use limited fare program 
initiative.

Since 2016, the MBTA 
has partnered with MIT to 
operationalize a post-paid 
institutional fare program 
that charges the institution 
based on usage of their em-
ployees’ transit passes. The 
MBTA is excited to extend 
the fare program to Google, 
Sanofi, the City of Boston, 
and retailers at Assembly 
Row this fall. The Pay-Per-
Use limited fare program 
initiative is expected to run 
for 24 months, whereupon 
the MBTA will evaluate 
expanding it further as we 
transition to the new fare 
collection system.

“We’ve been so excited 
to partner with the MBTA 
and expand on the prov-

en success of the Access 
MIT model to provide this 
service to two more of our 
KSA members—Sano-
fi and Google,” said Beth 
O’Neill Maloney, Execu-
tive Director of the Kendall 
Square Association. “Our 
members are innovating 
around their commuter cul-
ture, parking assets, and 
carbon footprint as a part 
of their commitment to sus-
tainability.”

“Mayor Wu is deeply 
committed to advancing 
reliable, affordable, and 
sustainable transportation 
across the City of Bos-
ton,” said City of Boston 
Chief People Officer Alex 
Lawrence. “This work in-
cludes making multimodal 
options accessible to our 
workforce. Through this 

pilot program, we will 
gain valuable insight about 
MBTA usage that will help 
us make transit related de-
cisions in the future. We are 
so excited to partner with 
the MBTA in early 2023.”

“By subsidizing transit 
passes for retail employ-
ees we’re helping retailers 
attract and retain essential 
workers for whom the costs 
of parking and transporta-
tion are often prohibitive,” 
said David Webster, Feder-
al Realty Investment Trust, 
President Assembly Con-
nect.

“The benefits and pol-
icies that employers offer 
their employees play a key 
role in what mobility choic-
es their employees make,” 
said MBTA General Man-
ager Steve Poftak. “We are 

thrilled to partner with the 
City of Boston, Google, Sa-
nofi, and Assembly Connect 
to support their employees’ 
use of transit. By studying 
this limited expansion of 
the program that Massachu-
setts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT) helped pioneer, 
we aim to guide further de-
velopment of flexible fare 
programs for employers 
as we transition to the new 
fare collection system.”

Many employers in the 
greater Boston area pro-
vide their employees with 
transit benefits through the 
MBTA’s Perq for Work pro-
gram, offering pre-taxed 
(sometimes fully or partial-
ly) funded transit passes to 
employees. This Limited 
Pay-Per-Use fare program 
works with employers and 

TMAs such as Assembly 
Connect that want to fully 
subsidize their employees’ 
transit trips to incentivize 
employee use of transit 
when commuting to work. 
Participating employees at 
Google, Sanofi, the City 
of Boston, and retailers at 
Assembly Row will have 
unlimited access to MBTA 
Subway and Local Bus ser-
vices with their trips fully 
funded by their employers 
or by Assembly Connect for 
the duration of the Pay-Per-
Use limited fare program 
initiative.

For more information, 
please visit mbta.com, 
or connect with the T on 
Twitter @MBTA and @
MBTA_CR, on Facebook /
TheMBTA, or on Instagram 
@theMBTA.

MBTA expands Pay- Per-Use Limited Fare Program to local employers

chorus ensembles led by 
instructors Carlos Mario 
Yepes and Monica Henao 
assisted by Marcelo Yepes; 
Calpulli Coyoxochilt, 
Danza Mexica; Alejandra 
Ramos Gómez, Mexican 
poet; Fiona Phie, artist; 
Flor Delgadillo, multi-
disciplinary artists; Ethan 
Vogt multimedia produc-
er; Roberto Gomez, com-
munity activist; Nicolas 
Acuña, Jucamart.

MAPS (MASS alliance 
of portuguese speakers) 
providing Hepatitis test-
ing, and Boston Medical 
Center will be providing 
COVID19 Vaccine shots 
in collaboration with Law-
yers for Civil rights and 
Greater Boston Latino Net-
work.

The following events 
are scheduled:

Tuesday, October 25th 
from 7:30 to 9:00 PM 

Lecture: Origins and 
Meanings of Dia De Los 
Muertos by Dr. Raquel Ur-
roz. 

VROCC, 282 Meridian 
St. Use the AlleyWay Door 
between Meridian and 
Border St. 

Presented in collabo-
ration with Universidad 
Autonoma de Mexico in  
Boston. 

Learn the origins and 
meaning of this beautiful 
Mexican tradition. Pan de 
Muerto (Traditional bread 
made for the occasion) 
and hot chocolate will be 
served.

Friday, October 28th 
from 6 to 9PM

Help create the Ofren-
da (Altar) for the Festi-
val

 Where: Central 
Square Park - Saratoga St. 
between Border and Me-

ridian. 
Support local artists in 

creating an Ofrenda that 
will include photos of com-
munity members’ loved 
ones who have passed 
away to honor and remem-
ber them including pets. 

Sunday, October 30th 
1:00 to 2:30

Join the Parade! 
Starts at Central Square 

Park, and ends at Shaws 
(circled on the map)

Parade rules: Only peo-
ple in Catrina or Catrine 
Costumes will be allowed, 
Cars must be decorated 
with El Dia de los Muertos 
theme and must be regis-
tered prior to the event. Cars 
must register by Thursday, 
October 27 by midnight. 

There will be two parade 
floats with music and mu-
sic bands along the parade. 

Sunday, October 30th 
from 1:00 to 7:00 PM 

DIA DE LOS MUER-
TOS FESTIVAL

Central Sq. Park Be-
tween Meridian St. and 

Border St
Local artists, entrepre-

neurs, children’s music 
and dance performances. 
Activities will include cre-
ating elements for the altar 
and Catrina dresses.

Tuesday, November 
1st. from 6 to 8 PM

Community Gathering
VROCC 282 Meridian 

St. Use the AlleyWay Door 
between Meridian and 
Border St. Conversations 
on how we as a community 
can support each other in 
the process of healing to 
overcome grief, loss, and 
resiliency. 

Wednesday, Novem-
ber 2nd from 6 to 8 PM 

Community Gathering
Altar on Central Square 

Park if weather permits. 
Rain site VROCC 

Dia de los muertos 
observance will include 
community conversations 
around loss, mourning 
and resiliency focused on 
adults, and death in tragic 
circumstances (breaking 
down the altar).  Building 
Community. 

Staff Report

Halloween is a boo-ti-
ful time of year, full of 
spooky celebrations and 
activities, but it also pres-
ents some real and scary 
fire safety hazards. As the 
holiday nears, the Nation-
al Fire Protection Asso-
ciation® (NFPA®) is en-
couraging everyone to take 
simple precautions that can 
help ensure the holiday re-
mains festively fun.

“As more people plan to 
celebrate the holiday this 
year, whether it be trick-or-
treating or costume parties, 
we want everyone to know 
where potential fire risks 
exist so they can take the 
steps needed to minimize 
them,” said Lorraine Carli, 
vice president of Outreach 
and Advocacy at NFPA.

According to NFPA, an 
annual average of 
770 home structure fires 
began with decorations 
between 2014 and 2019, 
resulting in one civilian 
fire death, 26 civilian fire 
injuries and $13 million 
in direct property dam-
age. More than two of 
every five (44 percent) of 

these fires occurred be-
cause the decorations were 
too close to a heat source, 
such as a candle or hot 
equipment.

NFPA offers these tips 
and guidelines for enjoying 
a fire-safe Halloween: 

• Decorations: Many 
common decorations like 
cornstalks, crepe paper, 
and dried flowers are very 
flammable. Keep these 
and similar decorations 
far away from any open 
flames or heat sources, like 
candles, heaters, and light 
bulbs.

• Candles: Using can-
dles as decoration can be 
risky if not done correctly. 
Keep them in a well- at-
tended area out of the path 
of potential trick-or-treat-
ers. Remind children of 
the dangers of open flames, 
and make sure they are al-
ways supervised when can-
dles are lit. Extinguish can-
dles before leaving an area.

• Jack-o-lanterns: Glow 
sticks or electric candles 
are the safest choice when 
it comes to lighting up your 
jack-o-lantern, but if you 
choose to use a real candle, 
do so with extreme cau-

tion. Light a candle inside 
a jack-o-lantern using long 
fireplace matches or a util-
ity lighter and keep it away 
from other decorations.

• Costumes: Avoid fab-
ric that billows or trails be-
hind you, as these can easi-
ly ignite. If you are making 
your own costume, avoid 
loosely woven fabrics like 
linen and cotton, which can 
be very flammable.

• Visibility: Give chil-
dren flashlights or glow-
sticks for lighting, these 
can even be incorporated 
into the costume. If your 
child has a mask, ensure the 
eye holes are large enough 
for them to see clearly.

• Smoke Alarms: This is 
a great time to make sure 
your smoke alarms are 
functional and up to date.

• Exits: Exits are NOT 
an appropriate place for 
decorations. When deco-
rating, ensure that nothing 
is blocking any escape 
routes.

“With a little added 
awareness and planning, 
people can enjoy a fun-
filled Halloween and stay 
fire-safe in the process,” 
said Carli.

El dia De los Muertos festival planned for East Boston this week

As Halloween creeps closer, NFPA urges fire safety

Veronica Robles Cultur-
al Center (VROCC), El Dia 
de los Muertos is New En-
gland’s largest Day of the 
Dead Festival and Parade. 
Now in its ninth year, this 
annual, intergeneration-
al arts and culture festival 
supports community cohe-
sion and local businesses in 
the Central Square and Lib-
erty Square districts of East 
Boston. This year the event 
will include a COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinic and Hepa-
titis testing onsite. A range 
of programming takes 
place from October 25-No-
vember 2.

This event is part of the 
Youth Entrepreneurship 
program “Dancing Elotes” 
that integrates arts and 
culture with business ed-

ucation and practical en-
trepreneurial experience, 
as youth learn the skills 
needed to run a business 
and produce events like El 
Dia de los Muertos. Altar 
installation and activities, 
workshops, and conversa-
tions are facilitated by local 
artists. 

The origins of the Day 
of the Dead tradition pre-
date the arrival of the 
Spanish conquerors. In dif-
ferent cultures, particularly 
among the Mexica, it was 
believed that there was a 
process to be born and an-
other to die: when the soul 
leaves the physical body, 
it must go through a series 
of tests or dimensions, to 
reach the desired rest. La 
Catrina or La Calavera 

Catrina is one of the most 
recognizable symbols of 
the Dia de los Muertos hol-
iday today, and was created 
by artist and journalist Jose 
Guadalupe Posada in 1910. 

Participants for the 
event will include Hot ta-
male Brass Band, Grover-
sity Afro Brazilian Band, 
Grupo de danza Torogoz, 
Estrellitas Tropicales, 
Corazon Chileno, Frater-
nidad Folklorica y Cultural 
Caporales Universitarios 
de San Simón Cochabam-
ba - Filial New England; 
Estrellitas VROCC, lead 
by Diana Melgar and Meli-
sa Lopez, Ballet Folklorico 
VROCC led by Dance pro-
gram director Estuardo Al-
vizurez and Donaxi Mad-
rigal; VROCC music and 
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By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Halloween is coming 
but the real trick or treat 
may be November 8, the 
mid-term election. No-
vember 8 may feel more 
like Halloween this year 
than the traditional Octo-
ber date. 

Who knows what will 
happen. Georgia, Nevada 
and Pennsylvania all have 
Senate races that could tilt 
the balance of Congressio-
nal power depending on 
who is elected. All three 
races are going down to 
the wire. In probably each 
state it will most likely be 
the next day before a win-
ner is determined – if not 
longer.  

The 2022 midterm elec-
tion is shaping up to be 
one for the history books.

According to a new 
analysis from pollster 
Echelon Insights, an es-
timated 125.6 million 
Americans are expected 
to turn out in November’s 
midterm contests. Such a 
figure would shatter the 
record set in 2018’s mid-
terms, which saw 53.4% 
of the eligible voting-age 
population cast their bal-
lots, according to the Cen-
sus Bureau. 

Already voters are 
starting to come out in full 
force: As of Tuesday, Oct. 
18, at least 2.8 million 
people already cast their 
ballots in the midterms, 
according to the United 
States Elections Project. 

That includes the more 
than 131,000 Georgia vot-
ers who cast their ballots 
early on the first day of 
early voting on Monday, 
Oct. 17, handily beating 
the previous first-day re-
cord for a midterm of 
72,000, per state election 
official Gabriel Sterling.
(Spectrum News NY)

Issues are driving 
Americans to the polls. 
Pewresearch.org found 
the following to be prior-
ity concerns of registered 
Americans. The numbers 
with each issue represent 
a percent of primary con-
cern of those surveyed

Economy. 79, Health-
care 68, Supreme court 
appointments 64, The 
coronavirus outbreak 62, 
Violent crime 59, Foreign 
policy 57, Gun policy 55, 
Race and ethnic inequal-
ity 52, Immigration 52, 
Economic inequality 49, 
Climate change 42, Abor-
tion 40.  Of course, you 
could conduct a poll in 
your community and the 
level of interest on any of 
these issues would proba-
bly be in a slightly differ-
ent order. In almost every 
scenario the economy and 
inflation are paramount 
with voters. 

Inflation has knocked on 
every American’s door and 
has not been satisfied by a 
treat. Inflation at the rate of 
8.2 percent, has been one 
hungry monster that has 
devoured American pay-
checks and pushed seniors 

back into the workforce. 
Available part time jobs 
are now being sought by 
seniors who need the mon-
ey. 

A recent poll shows a 
dead heat between Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto 
(D-Nev.) and Republican 
candidate Adam Laxalt in 
the Nevada Senate race. 
In In Pennsylvania, it’s 
Lt. Governor John Fetter-
man and R. Mehmet Oz 
who are now very close. 
In Georgia the Senate race 
has Raphael Warnock lead-
ing Herschel Walker but 
the Governor race between 
Governor Brian Kemp and 
Stacey Abrams remains 

close according to a Quin-
nipiac University Georgia 
poll. 

Save some of your left-
over Halloween candy for 
November 8. Have a bowl 
of popcorn for a real eve-
ning of trick or treat.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Is-
sues and Common Sense 
opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each 
week In over 500 newspa-
pers, websites and blogs 
across the United States.
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THOSE 30 HOUSE DEMOCRATS: 
DID YOU SEND YOUR  

LETTER TO PUTIN TOO?
Earlier this week, a group of 30 House Democrats sent 

a letter to President Joe Biden urging him to seek a dip-
lomatic solution with Russia to end the war in Ukraine.

“In conclusion, we urge you to make vigorous diplo-
matic efforts in support of a negotiated settlement and 
ceasefire, engage in direct talks with Russia, explore 
prospects for a new European security arrangement 
acceptable to all parties that will allow for a sovereign 
and independent Ukraine, and, in coordination with our 
Ukrainian partners, seek a rapid end to the conflict and 
reiterate this goal as America’s chief priority.”

Really? What planet are they living on?
There has been NO hint from Russian President Vlad-

imir Putin that he is even remotely willing to negotiate 
an end to the war in Ukraine. To the contrary, he re-
peatedly has reaffirmed his commitment to “de-Nazify 
Ukraine,” which is code for eliminating it from the map 
as a sovereign nation.

He continues to engage in nothing less than the 
genocide of the Ukrainian people, whether by directly 
murdering and raping innocent civilians and deporting 
women and children to Russia, or indirectly through the 
bombing of civilian housing, hospitals, and infrastruc-
ture.

Other world leaders have tried to talk to Putin, most 
notably presidents Macron of France and Erdogan of 
Turkey, but all to no avail. If Putin were willing to ne-
gotiate an end to the war, why would he be sending an 
additional 300,000 troops into Ukraine?

The letter from these 30 members of Congress has 
been applauded by one group in our country who call 
themselves CODEPINK, whose position on the war in 
Ukraine is as follows, “As a leading peace and anti-war 
organization, CODEPINK also asks that all members of 
Congress, regardless of political party, vote against fu-
ture weapons and military dollars for Ukraine.”

Essentially, organizations such as these are willing to 
give carte blanche to Putin to commit further atrocities 
in Ukraine. Theirs is precisely the sort of thinking that 
allowed Hitler to engage in his genocide that ultimately 
resulted in the Holocaust.

Just as it takes two to tango, so too, it takes two to 
negotiate at the peace table.

Until Putin gives some indication of being willing to 
end the war that he started, any hint of a lack of soli-
darity by our members of Congress with the Ukrainian 
people will serve only to prolong the war and encourage 
Putin to expand his aggression even more dangerously.

If these 30 Democrats are serious about ending the 
war in Ukraine (as opposed to just scoring points with 
random groups like CODEPINK), we assume that they 
also sent their letter to Putin. 

We’ll be eager to hear what he says to them.

ENJOY A HAPPY — AND 
SAFE — HALLOWEEN

With the Halloween holiday on Monday, and with 
many celebrating it over the weekend, we urge all of our 
readers to take part in the holiday festivities in a safe 
manner.

Motorists should be extra cautious — by which we 
mean drive VERY slowly — for the safety of children 
who will be trick-or-treating in our streets.

Adults also need to be extra careful when “celebrat-
ing.” Halloween has become a huge excuse for an adult 
party night (not that there’s anything wrong with that), 
but unfortunately, far too many will have too much to 
drink and then will drive.

We urge all party hosts to ensure that their guests are 
not inebriated. Parents have to be extra vigilant to make 
sure that their high school children and friends are not 
drinking or behaving in a rowdy manner. 

We wish all of our readers a happy — and safe — 
Halloween.

Guest Op-ed

Guest Op-ed

YES ON 4: Practical, Safe, Economic Policy

November 8th Trick or Treat? Election Midterms

By East Boston’s Delegation 

Senator Lydia Edwards, 

Representative Adrian Madaro and 

City Councilor Gabriela Coletta

In East Boston, we 
represent one of the most 
diverse populations in 
the state. We are not only 
proud of diversity but we 
know that, but for immi-
grants from all over the 
world, East Boston would 
not be the vibrant beau-
tiful community that we 
know and love.  We know 
that for our community to 
thrive, we must be safe, 
we must have policies that 
treat people equally, and 
we must be practical. That 
is why we hope you will 
join us in voting YES on 
Question 4. Question 4 
is a ballot question con-
cerning driver’s licenses 
in Massachusetts. A yes 
vote assures keeping the 
law we (the legislature) 
just passed.  A no vote 
would repeal the law.  The 
law allows for residents 
of Massachusetts to ap-
ply for and earn a driver’s 
license. You have to be 
tested and insured. A test 
includes the road test, and 
of course proof that you 
can read and understand 
the signs. It makes sense. 

Assuring that all driv-
ers are tested, licensed, 
and insured creates safer 
roads for all of us. That’s 
why the majority of sher-

iffs, police chiefs, and dis-
trict attorneys from across 
the Commonwealth sup-
port it. Allowing people 
to earn a license regard-
less of their immigration 
status doesn’t provide 
for protection against de-
portation; it also doesn’t 
allow for drivers to get 
on planes, access govern-
ment benefits, or vote.  It 
only allows a person to 
drive. In addition, it gen-
erates $5 million in fees 
and $6 million in taxes for 
our state. Finally, this law 
is supported by law en-
forcement. That’s why we 
should keep it!

Driving Families For-
ward is the coalition that 
has worked tirelessly to 
push the drivers’-licens-
es-for-all initiative for-
ward. Licensed drivers 
ultimately make the roads 
safer to travel on for ev-
eryone in the state. In ad-
dition to the substantial 
increase in public safety, 
Massachusetts district at-
torneys and police chiefs 
support the modification 
because it simply makes 
sense. Leaders in law 
enforcement understand 
that insured drivers make 
the roads safer. They also 
realize that the licenses 
will reduce the number 
of hours it takes a law en-
forcement officer to verify 
a person’s identity during 
traffic stops.

Other states that issue 
these types of licenses 
have seen a significant 
reduction in hit-and-run 
accidents. The District 
of Columbia and 16 oth-
er states have taken the 
steps toward safer roads 
for their citizens by pass-
ing laws that allow people 
without status to obtain 
state driver’s licenses.

Studies show that the 
number of uninsured 
drivers drops dramatical-
ly when all drivers can 
acquire licenses. Drivers 
generally feel more com-
fortable knowing they 
are less likely to foot the 
bill for damage stemming 
from an accident. This 
is because the probabil-
ity of a hit-and-run is re-
duced when more people 
are covered. Licensing all 
qualified state residents 
with a Massachusetts 
driver’s license or ID, re-
gardless of their immigra-
tion status, is a common 
sense proposal that allows 
the 78% of workers in the 
Commonwealth, who rely 
on vehicles to get to their 
jobs, to travel the roads as 
licensed, registered, and 
insured drivers. Safety is 
the lowest common de-
nominator. At the base 
level, the removal of the 
barrier to licensing en-
sures consistency. Licens-
ing for all provides unifor-
mity in the learned rules 

of the road and the road 
test required to obtain that 
license.

Additionally, Massa-
chusetts gains an econom-
ic benefit from issuing 
more licenses. More rev-
enue is generated through 
biennial registration fees, 
title certification, and in-
spection costs. Not to 
mention, the issuing of 
licenses brings economic 
stimulation for small busi-
nesses not easily accessi-
ble by public transit. Hav-
ing permission to drive 
should not be conflated 
with immigration authori-
ty, citizenship status, col-
lection agencies, or the 
numerous arguments used 
to distract voters from 
ultimately having safer 
roads and a uniform un-
derstanding of the rules 
of the road. Non-citizens 
have a wide range of 
rights and privileges that 
do not require documen-
tation status, and moving 
about the state should be 
added to the list.

When November 8th 
arrives and you’re con-
fronted with the choice of 
yes or no on Question 4, 
consider how voting YES 
on 4  will make our roads 
safer, make identification 
processes easier for police 
officers, and will provide 
economic stimulus to the 
Commonwealth.
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COMING TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE THE YMCA

VOTE EARLY BOSTON
Saturday, October 22 - Friday, November 4, 2022

WEEK 2

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
11 A.M. - 7 P.M.
Harvard/Kent Elementary School Gymnasium
50 Bunker Hill Street, Charlestown, MA 02129
James F. Condon School Cafeteria 
 200 D Street, South Boston, MA 02127
BCYF Perkins Community Center Gymnasium
155 Talbot Avenue, Dorchester, MA 02124
Mildred Avenue K-8 School Gymnasium
5 Mildred Avenue, Mattapan, MA 02126
BCYF Roche Community Center Gymnasium
1716 Centre Street, West Roxbury, MA 02132
Fenway Park (Gate A) | 4 Jersey Street, Fenway, MA 02215
BCYF Shelburne Community Center Gymnasium
2730 Washington Street, Roxbury, MA 02119
The Salvation Army Kroc Center
650 Dudley Street, Dorchester, MA 02125
Honan-Allston Branch Library (Community Room) 
300 North Harvard Street, Allston, MA 02134

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 | 12 - 8 P.M.
Saint Nectarios Greek Church (Banquet Hall)
39 Belgrade Avenue, Roslindale, MA 02131
BCYF Hyde Park Community Center
1179 River Street, Hyde Park, MA 02136

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3 | 12 - 8 P.M.
St. George Orthodox Church of Boston
55 Emmonsdale Road, West Roxbury, MA 02132
The Institute of Contemporary Art Boston
25 Harbor Shore Drive, Boston, MA 02210

BOSTON CITY HALL | WEEK 2
Monday, October 31 | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday, November 1 | 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Wednesday, November 2 |  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thursday, November 3 | 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday, November 4 | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

boston.gov/ballot-dropboxesInsured by NCUA | Member MSIC *Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 09.26.2022 and subject to change at any time without 
notice.  $500.00 minimum to open; $0.01 minimum to earn the APY. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawals.  Fees may reduce 
earnings. Account requires new money; to satisfy this requirement, an additional $5,000 in external funds must be added to transfers from 
existing Metro Credit Union accounts. For online account opening only:  Maximum funding amount is $25,000.  Visit MetroCU.org for current 
rates, terms and account requirements.  

MetroCU.org  |  877.MY.METRO

Only $500 to get started! 
Open yours now at MetroCU.org
or visit any Metro location.

Chelsea | Boston | Burlington | Dorchester | Framingham Lawrence | Lynn | Medford
Melrose | Newton | Peabody | Reading | Salem | Tewksbury | West Roxbury

WE’RE RAISING
THE RATES!

2.7515 Month CD Special %
APY*

3.0018 Month CD Special %
APY*

3.5024 Month CD Special %
APY*

Take advantage of our limited-time 
CD specials! 

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

East Boston YMCA 
was established in 1999. 
Since then it has been an 
invaluable resource for 
the East Boston commu-
nity offering education, 
activities, and assistance. 
The last Breakfast was 

held 30 months ago before 
the Covid Pandemic, and 
now this year's Breakfast 
was the "passing of the 
baton" as Greater Boston 
YMCA CEO and Presi-
dent James Morton retires 
and incoming CEO and 
President David Shapiro 
is welcomed.

Karen Gallo from First 
Priority Credit Union and 
Maryann Russo from Rock-
land Trust.

YMCA Board Members Jim Buckley and Attorney AJ 
Moscone with Estela Melendez from New York Life, a proud 
donor. 

East Boston YMCA Aquatics Program Director Patrick Kearns, Lauren Wapshare, Executive 
Director Joseph Gaeta, Health And Wellness Director Bridget Ridlon, and Joseph Ferino.

Greater Boston YMCA Senior Association Director Of Community Development Kathryn Saunders,  incoming President 
and CEO David Shapiro (center), and CFO Paul Falvey (far right) with founding Executive Director of East Boston YMCA 
Wendy Zinn and Dan O’Brien. 

Speaking on his passion 
for relay running, retiring 
Greater Boston YMCA 
President and CEO James 
Morton presents a baton to 
be handed off to his succes-
sor David Shapiro. 

Pat Gotham Kathryn Saunders, and Andrew Crossley.
 Mivan Spencer and Raffaele Scalzi from Pazza On Porter 
with Massachusetts State Rep Adrian Madaro.

Joanne Gomes and retir-
ing Greater Boston YMCA 
President and CEO James 
Morton.

Boston City Councilor Ga-
briela “Gigi” Coletta speaks 
of the importance of the 
East Boston YMCA in the 
community: “We should all 
be proud of what hap-
pens at The Y because it is 
emblematic of what makes 
East Boston so great”.
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Fight the Flu!
Get your flu shot and 
help stop the spread.

East Boston Neighborhood Health Center is offering 
the flu vaccine to everyone six months and older. 
Call 617-568-4500 to schedule an appointment or 
scan the QR code for more information. Patients and 
non-patients are welcome. You can also receive the 
latest COVID-19 booster during your appointment. 

www.ebnhc.org

COMING TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE THE GREATER BOSTON YMCA

CEO of El Planeta Javier Marin speaks with Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu.

Swimming instructor Emily Delgado speaks of connecting 
with the community and building confidence through her 
swim classes. 

East Boston YMCA Aquatics Program Director Patrick 
Kearns speaks of the impact of the YMCA swimming pro-
gram noting that the East Boston Y has the only Spanish 
language class in the city.  

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu offers remarks. She remem-
bered learning to swim at The Y growing up in the Mid-
west. She called the YMCA programs “a treasure chest that 
brings opportunity, education, safety, and a sense of relief 
for family’s at a time when we need every bit of confi-
dence, comfort and support we can get.” 
Mayor Wu noted that the East Boston YMCA is”Supported 
by every single person in the community. This is the event 
you come to to catch up with the whole legacy of folks 
who have shaped this neigborhood and community...”
“That is the kind of pride that this neigborhood and com-
munity has for the East Boston Y and it’s truly reflected in 
the programs and the work that touches  every part of our 
community.”  PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

YMCA pre-schoolers sing “The More We Get Together”

EBNHC CEO Greg Wilmot 
with Executive Assistant 
Diana Gallego.

CCS Fundraising Pat Go-
tham and YMCA Tom Myers.

Boston Community HUB Schools, coordinators who help bring resources to kids and families.

Chelsea Chamber Of Commerce President Jennifer Hassell 
(right) with Executive Assistant Carolina Bonilla.

Olivia and Kozeta Durishti.

Massachusetts State Rep 
Adrian Madaro, served 
on the board before his 
election.

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27TH, THROUGH WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 2ND 2022

Carando Genoa Salami ..................................$8.99/lb
Finlandia Swiss Cheese ..................................$7.99/lb
Carando Prosciutto .......................................$9.99/lb
Wilson Cooked Honey Ham ........................... $5.99/lb
Freirich Cooked Corned Beef ........................$8.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, October 28th through Sunday October 30th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Ocean Spray Fresh Cranberries  12 oz bag .....$1.99 
California Crisp Celery Bunch ............................. $1.69 
Fresh & Crisp Jumbo Green Bell Peppers .... $1.69/lb
Sweet & Seedless Large Size Navel Oranges ..$1.29/lb

Bakery

BAKERY
White Pizza Dough .......................................2/$4.00

DELI
Our Own Antipasto Salad ............................$7.99/lb
Natural Casing Franks .................................$6.99/lb

PRODUCE
Dole Bananas ........................................... 2lbs/$1.00
California Sweet & Green Seedless Grapes ...$1.99/lb

MEAT
Family Pack Chicken Tenders ......................$1.99/lb
Pork Spareribs .............................................. $2.69/lb
Best Yet Raw Srimp 26-30ct.  .......................$6.99

GROCERY
Starbucks K-Cups ............................................ $7.99
Friendly's Ice Cream ..........................................$3.99 
Pepsi 2 Liter ...........................2/$3.00 limit 4 +deposit

Mini Chocolate Chip Cookies .............................. $3.99 
8" Apple Pie ........................................................... $5.99 
Carrot Cake Slice .............................................2/$7.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Boneless Skinless Chicken Thighs ..............$2.99/lb
Chicken Leg Quarters .......................................99¢/lb

Porterhouse or T-Bone Steaks ................... $6.99/lb
Hatfield Bacon  16 oz ...................................$5.99/lb
Al Fresco Chicken Sausages ...................$4.99/each

Family Pack SpecialsBest Yet Flour  5 lb bag .................................. 2/$5.00
Dole Fruit Bowls ............................................... 2/$5.00
Duncan Hines Cake Mixes ...............................2/$3.00

(ex: Signature Varieties) 
Knorr Rice or Pasta Side Dishes ................... 4/$5.00
Best Yet Canned Vegetables ......................... 4/$3.00
Duncan Hines Frostings ..................................2/$4.00
Swiss Miss Cocoa ............................................2/$6.00
Barilla Pasta ......................................................3/$5.00

(ex: gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready)
Bertolli Pasta Sauce .......................................2/$6.00
Best Yet Whipped Topping ............................. 4/$5.00
Mama Rosie's Ravioli  12 oz .......................... 2/$5.00
Green Giant Mashed Cauliflower  20 oz ...........$4.99 
Best Yet Sour Cream  16 oz ..........................2/$3.00
Just Crack an Egg ............................................ 2/$5.00
Bays English Muffins .......................................2/$6.00

"while supplies last"

SportsSports
EASTIE GIRLS SOCCER TEAM IS ON A ROLL WITH FOURTH STRAIGHT WIN

Photos by Bob Marra

East Boston’s girls soc-
cer team won their fourth 
straight match with a 4-0 
win over Fontbonne at 
City Yards Park on Friday 
October 21.  The win im-
proved the Jets record to 
12-3-1 and solidified their 
spot in the MIAA Division 
4 post season playoffs.

Jessica Mejia is all smiles as she is greeted by teammate Raquel Rico (24) and fellow Jets 
Valeria Nunez (19) Kenia Mendoza (15) after scoring East Boston’s first goal.

Shown above, East Boston’s Daniella Lemus (13) fights off 
her opposing number 13 and gets off a clearing shot.

Shown to the right, Anahi Vasquez (6) puts her full force 
into a shot.

Goalkeeper Diana Melgar stretches to make sure a Fontbonne kick stays out of the East 
Boston net.

Joanna Miranda gets above the defense to get control of the ball.

Anahi Vasquez (6) surveys the field as she makes her move 
into the attack zone.

Diana Melgar (2) moves in to disrupt a pass attempt by a 
Fontbonne forward.

East Boston’s Brandy Aguilar (5) reacts as she gets an ankle 
in front of a Fontbonne shot.
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Protect the blood supply by donating this fall
Staff Report

The American Red 
Cross urges blood donors 
of all types and those who 
have never given before to 
book a time to give blood 
or platelets now and help 
keep the blood supply 
from dropping ahead of 
the holidays.

People of all blood 
types are needed, espe-
cially platelet donors and 
those with type O blood 
– blood products that are 
critical to keeping hospi-
tals ready to help patients 
depending on transfusions 
in the weeks ahead.

Book now by using the 
Red Cross Blood Donor 
App, visiting RedCross-
Blood.org or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767). As a thank-you for 
taking the time to give this 
fall, all who come to give 
Nov.1-22 will receive a 
$10 e-gift card by email 
to a merchant of choice. 
Details are available at rc-
blood.org/perks.

Upcoming blood 
donation location  
November 1-15:

Winthrop
November 9: 12:30 

p.m. - 5:30 p.m., Winthrop 
Elks, 191 Washington Av-
enue

 
How to donate blood

Simply download the 
American Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, vis-
it RedCrossBlood.org, call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) or enable 
the Blood Donor Skill on 
any Alexa Echo device to 
make an appointment or 
for more information. All 
blood types are needed to 
ensure a reliable supply 
for patients. A blood donor 
card or driver’s license or 
two other forms of iden-
tification are required at 
check-in. Individuals who 
are 17 years of age in most 
states (16 with parental 
consent where allowed by 
state law), weigh at least 

110 pounds and are in gen-
erally good health may be 
eligible to donate blood. 
High school students and 

other donors 18 years of 
age and younger also have 
to meet certain height and 
weight requirements.

Blood and platelet do-
nors can save time at their 

EBSC // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Vaccines save lives & lessen symptoms.
Protect yourself & loved ones from COVID-19.

GET VACCINATED 
AND BOOSTED. 

Call Mayor’s Health Line 617-534-5050  
to find a vaccine location.    

boston.gov/covid-19

Any 5 weeks 
in color at 
only $500

2 col.

HOLIDAY 
BLOWOUT

SALE

HOLIDAY 
BLOWOUT

SALE

EAST BOSTON 

TIMES

 
l

Any 5 weeks 
in color at 
only $500

2x5 ad ANYTIME NOV. 3 - DEC. 29

must be paid in advance

2x5 ad ANYTIME NOV. 3 - DEC. 29

must be paid in advance

Actual Ad Size Shown
Call 781-485-0588 or 

email your rep

Actual Ad Size Shown
Call 781-485-0588 or 

email your rep
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Rob's video tributes were 
heartwarming: Chris and 
Danisse's adorable Jaxon 
waving to the crowd; Joe's 
grandkids explaining what 
his decades of dedication 
meant to them; and the 
cheers of "Debbi White is 
Dyn-o-mite!!" went from 
echoing in the mess hall to 
reverberating across Bos-
ton Harbor'' said Fabricio 
Paes, Vice President of 
the East Boston Social 
Centers board. Board 
Member Debra Cave was 
left in awe and conveyed 
her admiration for this 
year's event, "It was a tru-
ly amazing event with so 
much positive energy in 
the room. Our staff, board, 
and community stepped 
up to make Joy:us a re-
sounding success! Thanks 
to all!"

The East Boston Social 
Centers, a multi-service 
agency and communi-
ty center that cultivates 
community, belonging, 
and joy, has been in the 
business of changing lives 
for 104 years, providing 

East Boston (and Chelsea, 
Winthrop and Revere) 
residents with critical 
high-quality services that 
support community health 
and well-being and joy, 
especially during the pan-
demic. The programs of-
fered by the Social Centers 
are designed to meet peo-
ple’s educational, social, 
and recreational needs 
and to build community 
and strengthen families.  
As reflected in its motto, 
“When all give, all gain,” 
the Social Centers seek to 
create a welcoming and 
supportive environment, 
characterized by a spirit 
of goodwill and caring, 
in which members of the 
community are empow-
ered to lead productive 
and fulfilling lives.  

Learn more at https://
www.ebsocialcenters.org/
joyusevent

View joyful moments 
of the event in our events 
page: https://www.ebso-
cialcenters.org/events/
joyuseventhometownhe-
roes

Members of East Boston Social Centers and event attendees gather for a photo. 

EBSC’s Michelle D’Ambrosio and honoree Chris Marroquin.

Honoree Joseph Tozza shown with family and friends.

Honoree Debbi White shown with family and friends.____________, former Speaker of the House Bob DeLeo 
and State Rep. Adrian Madaro.

See BLOOD Page 9
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Special to the Independent

High School Quiz 
Show®, the academic 
tournament for Massa-
chusetts high school stu-
dents from Boston public 
media producer GBH, has 
opened registration for its 
qualifying event called 
Super Sunday.   

Following two years 
of virtual Super Sunday 
events, High School Quiz 
Show will welcome teams 
from across the Common-
wealth in-person to GBH’s 
studios in Brighton, Mas-
sachusetts for Super Sun-
day on November 6, 2022. 
The highest-scoring teams 
will move on to compete 
in Season 14 of the tele-
vised academic tourna-
ment; the final bracket 
will have 16 teams. The 
deadline to submit a team 
for participation in the Su-
per Sunday event is No-
vember 1. Additional in-
formation and registration 
information can be found 
at https://www.wgbh.org/
quiz-show/register.

“High School Quiz 
Show is excited to wel-
come students back to 
GBH’s studios for Super 
Sunday,“ said Executive 

Producer Hillary Wells. 
“This highly anticipated 
annual event is a wonder-
ful opportunity for Mas-
sachusetts students and 
coaches to meet counter-
parts from across the state 
and be acknowledged 
and celebrated for their 
academic prowess. The 
High School Quiz Show 
team, from producers to 
sponsors, look forward to 
supporting the hard work 
and dedication of these 
students.”

All Massachusetts high 
schools, including pub-
lic, private, parochial and 

home schools are eligi-
ble to take part in Super 
Sunday. Each team must 
include at least one adult 
coach, four student team 
members and two student 
alternates. Gameplay has 
been adapted for Season 
14 to enhance the team as-
pect of the competition. 

Season 14 of High 
School Quiz Show will 
premiere on February 4, 
2023 on GBH 2 and will 
be available to stream on 
the High School Quiz 
Show YouTube channel 
and at highschoolquiz-
show.org. High School 
Quiz Show is endorsed 

by the Massachusetts De-
partment of Elementary & 
Secondary Education and 
the Massachusetts PTA. 
Major funding for High 
School Quiz Show is pro-
vided by Safety Insurance. 
Additional funding is pro-
vided by the Museum of 
Science, Massachusetts 
Teachers Association, 
Xfinity, UMass Amherst, 
Eastern Bank and Subaru 
of New England.

For more information, 
visit highschoolquizshow.
org and follow the show 
on YouTube, Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.

OBITUARIES

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Deanna Marie Rauseo 
of Winthrop, formerly of 
Saugus and East Boston, 
passed away on October 
22. 

Deanna worked for 
nearly 50 years at Pace- 
Spataro & Bellino Insur-
ance Agency in East Bos-
ton. 

She will be missed by 
many.

The loving daughter of 
the late Frank and Mary 
(Buonopane) Rauseo, she 
was the dear sister of An-
thony Rauseo of Winthrop 
and her late twin brother, 
Michael Rauseo. Dean-
na was always surround-
ed and cherished by her 
many adored cousins and 
friends. 

Family and friends will 
honor Deanna’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, East 
Boston, on Thursday, Oc-

tober 27 from 4 to 8 p.m. 
and again on Friday at 10 
a.m. for a prayer service in 
our serenity chapel. Ser-
vices will conclude with 
Deanna being laid to rest 
in Winthrop Cemetery in 
Winthrop. Flowers are 
appreciated or memorial 
donations can be made in 
Deanna’s name to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hos-
pital. 

To leave an online con-
dolence visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Victoria “Vicky” (Laez-
za) Wilshusen of Revere, 
passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, October 19 at 
80 years of age. 

Vicky loved the beach. 
She also loved crocheting, 
reading and cooking in her 
spare time.

The devoted mother of 
Eric Wilshusen and his 
wife, Kelly, Krista Santia-
go and her husband, Anto-
nio, Kathryn Somme and 
her husband, Michael, Mi-
chele Wilshusen, Lauren 
Wilshusen and her hus-
band, Matthew Lindblom, 
she was the loving daugh-
ter of the late Giovanni and 
Vittoria (DiMarino) Laez-
za; dear sister of Nicholas 
Laezza and the late Peter 
Leizza, John Laezza, Jo-
sephine Kennedy, Rose 
Piazza and Antonette 
Laezza; cherished grand-
mother of twins, Brian 
and Mark Wilshusen and 
triplets Carter, Julia and 
Tyler Somme and is also 
survived by family in Ita-
ly, many cousins, nieces, 
nephews, great nieces and 
great nephews. 

Family and friends 
honored Vicky’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 

971 Saratoga Street, (Ori-
ent Heights) East Boston, 
on Saturday, October 22 
followed by a prayer ser-
vice in our chapel. Ser-
vices concluded with 
Vicky being laid to rest at 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Ev-
erett. 

Victoria was a past em-
ployee for over 20 years 
for The Home for Little 
Wanderers and Massachu-
setts Department of Chil-
dren and Families. In giv-
ing back to the program, 
she cherished so much and 
in lieu of flowers, please 
consider making a memo-
rial donation in Victoria’s 
name to The Home for 
Little Wanderers, c/o De-
velopment Department, 
10 Guest St. Fl 3, Boston, 
MA 02135. 

 May she rest in peace.

Deanna Marie Rauseo
She will be missed by many

Victoria "Vicky" Wilshusen
Employee of The Home for Little Wanderers 
and Massachusetts Department of Children 

and Families for over 20 years

First Anniversary
Williams H. Yeomans Jr.

Nov. 1, 1937 — Oct. 29, 2021

God saw you getting weary 
when your health was not to be.
He closed his arms around you 
and whispered “come to me.”

So keep your arms around him 
and give him special care.
Make up for all he suffered 
and all that seemed unfair.

The golden gates stood open, 
God saw you needed rest.

His garden must be beautiful, 
for he only takes the BEST.

Loving Wife,
Irene

next donation by using 
RapidPass® to complete 
their pre-donation reading 
and health history ques-
tionnaire online, on the day 
of their donation, before 
arriving at the blood drive. 
To get started, follow the 
instructions at RedCross-
Blood.org/RapidPass or 
use the Blood Donor App.

 
Amplify Your Impact 

− Volunteer! 
Another way to support 

the lifesaving mission of 
the Red Cross is to be-
come a volunteer blood 
donor ambassador at Red 
Cross blood drives. Blood 
donor ambassadors help 
greet, check-in and thank 
blood donors to ensure 
they have a positive dona-
tion experience. 

Volunteers can also 

serve as transportation 
specialists, playing a vital 
role in ensuring lifesaving 
blood products are deliv-
ered to nearby hospitals. 
For more information and 
to apply for a either po-
sition, contact mavolun-
teers@redcross.org or vis-
it https://www.redcross.
org/volunteertoday. 

Special to the Independent

In collaboration with the 
Catholic Schools Founda-
tion (CSF), the Mosakow-
ski Family Foundation has 
made a $100,000 gift to 
students displaced by the 
war in Ukraine to enroll 
in Catholic schools across 
the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton. This gift was made in 
response to the number of 
Ukrainian refugees seek-
ing quality education and 
support provided by Cath-
olic schools increases and 
scholarship funding for 
the year from both schools 
and the Catholic Schools 
Foundation has already 
been committed.

In addition to the 
$100,000 gift, the Mosa-
kowski Family Founda-
tion pledged an additional 
$50K to serve as a match 
to encourage others to 
support CSF’s emergency 
fund. The emergency fund 
will be used to support 
the Ukrainian students 
as well as provide tuition 
assistance for families of 
K-12 students enrolled in 
Catholic schools across 
the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton who are experiencing 
unforeseen circumstances. 
These combined efforts 
will provide $200,000 to 
those displaced by the war 
in Ukraine and other fami-
lies in crisis.

The pain and stress of 
fleeing from one’s own 
home as a refugee is some-
thing most people could 
never imagine. For Max, 
15, this is a reality. He and 
his family were forced to 
flee from their home in 
Ukraine at the start of the 
war. After a period of living 
in Spain, Max’s family was 
taken in by another family 
of once-refugees in Boston 
who had fled from Eastern 
Europe in the early 90s. 
Despite the challenges he 
faced this year, Max will 
now be attending Catholic 
Memorial in West Roxbury 
as a 10th grader after being 
connected with the school 
and receiving tuition as-
sistance from the Catholic 
Schools Foundation and 
the Mosakowski Family 
Foundation. Thanks to the 
support he has received 
from Catholic Memorial 
and the community, and 
the Catholic Schools Max 
now can grow and learn in a 
high-quality academic and 
supportive environment.

In addition to Max, 
eight additional students 
from Ukraine are receiving 
scholarship support from 
the Catholic Schools Foun-
dation and the Mosakowski 
Family Foundation to enroll 
in CSF-sponsored schools 
including Saint Mary’s 
High School in Lynn, Sa-
cred Heart School in Lynn 

and Saint Joseph Preparato-
ry High School in Brighton. 
There are more students like 
Max and additional need is 
anticipated. Through the 
month of October, a gift to 
CSF will be doubled up to 
$50K from the Mosakowski 
Family Foundation, whose 
leadership giving is pivotal 
to responding to this urgent 
situation.

When asked about the 
need for support, the Mosa-
kowski Family Foundation 
told us “The Mosakowski 
Family Foundation strong-
ly believes education is 
an essential ingredient for 
those seeking a better life. 
Ukrainian families and es-
pecially children have faced 
the worst conflict in Europe 
since the 1940’s. They have 
become refugees in their 
own nation and throughout 
the world. As these fami-
lies arrive in greater Boston 
they seek the stability, sup-
port and education which 
Catholic schools have long 
provided to other disad-
vantaged populations. The 
Catholic Schools Founda-
tion will ensure these funds 
will support this recent 
wave of dislocated students 
and families. Our family 
currently supports schools 
in Poland to address the 
surge of hundreds of thou-
sands of Ukrainian students 
throughout the country. As 
many families from Ukraine 

now reach our own shores, 
we knew it was time to do 
the same in the Boston area. 
We are grateful to have CSF 
lead this initiative.”

“The impact and lead-
ership of the Mosakowski 
Family Foundation will 
have a direct and meaning-
ful impact on these students 
and families in crisis.” Says 
Mike Reardon, Executive 
Director of the Catholic 
Schools Foundation. “Cath-
olic schools provide a place 
of stability and support for 
families in need.

Unfortunately, as the 
Ukrainian crisis has un-
folded and economic 
challenges persist, CSF 
has not been able to fully 
meet the demand for sup-
port. This gift will allow 
CSF to respond to these 
needs better and on a larg-
er scale. We’re optimistic 
donors will respond to this 
gift positively and take it 
as an opportunity to join 
in supporting in-need stu-
dents.”

The campaign to sup-
port Ukrainian students 
and CSF’s emergency 
fund is ongoing until the 
end of October. Those 
interested in supporting 
CSF and The Mosakows-
ki Family Foundation are 
encouraged to visit www.
csfboston.org/ukraine.

Ukrainian refugees and other students in
crisis to receive $200,000 in scholarship support

Mass. High schools invited to participate in GBH’s High School 
Quiz Show qualifying event

High School students with Liz Friar on High School Quiz Show.

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

Blood // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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SEARCHING FOR 
CANDIDATES TO 
FILL VACANCY

CHELSEA - The Chel-
sea City Council has put 
out the help wanted shin-
gle.

The council is now 
accepting letters of in-
terest or resumes for a 
replacement for Council-
or-At-Large Roy Avella-
neda, who resigned from 
the council earlier this 
month.

“Pursuant to section 2-4 
of the city charter, the re-
maining councilors shall, 
not more than 30 days af-
ter the date on which that 
vacancy is declared to 
exist, act to fill the vacan-
cy,” City Clerk Jeannette 
Cintron White stated in a 
letter to the council. “Fur-
thermore, I reviewed the 
ballots cast for council-at-
large for the Nov. 2, 2021 
municipal election, and I 
have determined that the 
defeated candidate did not 
receive the 30 percent of 
total ballots cast for the 
seat being vacated.”

Under the charter, 
if a defeated candidate 
reached the 30 percent 
threshold, that candidate 
would fill out the remain-
der of the vacated term. 

In the 2021 municipal 
election, former councilor 
Joseph Perlatonda got 428 
of the 1,800 total votes 
cast in the election.

The letters of interest 
or resumes can be filed at 
the City Council office by 
Nov. 4.

Following that date, the 
council will hold a sub-
committee on conference 
meeting to begin inter-
viewing applicants for the 
open seat.

“The only requirements 
are that you are a Chel-
sea resident, because it is 
an at-large councilor seat 
(candidates) can live any-
where in the city to fill 
that seat,” said Council-
or-At-Large Damali Vi-
dot. “The candidate will 
also have to have been a 
registered voter on the day 
of the last election we had 
in November of 2021.”

Avellaneda, who also 
served as Council Pres-
ident, announced at the 
Oct. 4 meeting that he was 
stepping down. He said 
he was overwhelmed with 
the number of responsibil-
ities that he had been tak-
ing on, both as a business 
owner and taking care of 
the presidency. 

With the responsibili-
ties he faces, Avellaneda 
said he saw the council 
position as the only part 
of his life that he could cut 
out for now.

NEW REGULATIONS 
DISCUSSED TO 
PROVE RESIDENCY

EVERETT - With stu-
dent overcrowding in the 
Everett public schools 
increasing at an alarm-
ing rate, Superintendent 
of Schools Priya Tahiliani 
announced the prelimi-
nary regulations are being 
drafted for the verification 
of residency for public 
school students.

Tahiliani told com-
mittee members that she 
will have a more detailed 
policy with regulations 
for their review by their 
next meeting, adding that 
many of the surrounding 
communities have already 
implemented residency 
policies.

Some of the items to 
verify residency of fam-
ilies could be two of the 
following: parents must 
supply proof of current 
utility bills, current bank 
account information, W-2 
forms, letters from land-
lords verifying that they 
are current occupants, a 

current Massachusetts 
driver’s license, and other 
forms of identification.

The truancy staff al-
ready has been expanded 
from one person to three 
and Tahiliani noted that 
she favors not using the 
police in helping to en-
force the new regulations 
if approved by the School 
Committee.

School Committee 
members were very recep-
tive about the new policy 
being formulated, with 
School Committeeman 
Anthony Barros saying 
what has been proposed 
is “excellent.” However, 
he cautioned that any new 
regulations should not be 
made so arduous such that 
they could violate a child’s 
rights.

He also noted that 
many school-age children 
have just arrived from 
the Ukraine and some of 
the documentation that is 
needed may not be in their 
possession.

Several committee 
members proposed add-
ing passports as another 
means to verify residency.

On this point, School 
Committee member Mil-
lie Cardillo said, “I totally 
agree on passports, since a 
lot of people do not drive.”

During the course of 
discussion on the pro-
posed new policy, it was 
noted that the staff at the 
Parent Information Center 
would bear the brunt of 
compiling the identifica-
tion information and that 
its staff consists of only 
four people, who might 
not be able to adequate-
ly handle the volume of 
work. 

This fact prompted dis-
cussion on using interns 
from colleges to help with 
the administrative task. 
However, Barros noted 
that privacy laws may pro-
hibit the use of interns to 
help process  the needed 
information.

Committee member Sa-
mantha Lambert made an 
impassioned plea, asking 
residents not to become 
zealous in trying to im-
plement the new policy 
wrongfully. Lambert said 
she hopes the new policies 
will not lead to “stalking 
our kids.”

She said that she has 
heard from some residents 
who have alleged that they 
have seen some students 
get on public transporta-
tion buses and either arrive 
in Everett in the morning 
or leave the city at night.  
However, she noted that 
there could be many legit-
imate reasons for students 
coming and going.

She pointed out that 
students use buses to go 
to after-school jobs in 
Somerville or Boston, and 
that many students take 
extra classes at Bunker 
Hill Community College. 

Toward the end of the 
discussion, Tahiliani not-
ed that while there could 
be students from outside 
the district attending Ever-
ett schools, there could be 
Everett students attending 
schools in other districts.

After all is said and 
done, “This could be a 
zero sum game,” of trying 
to reduce the overcrowd-
ing in local schools, she 
said.

While the current stu-
dent overcapacity stands 
at 1,204 students, Tahiliani 
noted at a recent meeting 
of the City Council that 
last year only 100 students 
were expelled from local 
schools for not being Ev-
erett residents.

MCGEE HONORED 
BY CAMP FIRE 
NORTH SHORE

LYNN - Camp Fire 

North Shore presented 
its Community Partner 
Award to former state sen-
ator and mayor Tom Mc-
Gee at “An Evening at the 
Lynn Museum” fundrais-
ing event on Oct. 13.

McGee was honored 
for his outstanding contri-
butions to the community 
and his impressive record 
of public service as a state 
representative, state sena-
tor, and mayor of Lynn.

Hamill delivers 
welcoming address

In her opening remarks, 
Executive Director Laurie 
Hamill said that “2022 has 
been a rebound year for 
Camp Fire North Shore.”

“Like so many other or-
ganizations and business-
es, the pandemic has cre-
ated enormous challenges 
for us for throughout the 
last two-and-a-half years,” 
said Hamill. “Howev-
er, I am proud to say that 
Camp Fire North Shore 
has persevered.  Our staff 
has been dedicated to 
providing the services so 
desperately needed to the 
youth in our community 
and throughout the North 
Shore.”

Hamill said that the 
summer camp is thriving, 
and enrollment is back 
to full capacity in its af-
ter-school programs.

“Almost 70 percent of 
our campers this past sum-
mer attended tuition free,” 
said Hamill. “We’re real-
ly proud of that. And our 
greatest accomplishment 
in the last couple of years 
is investing in Phase 1 in-
frastructure improvements 
at 2 Cain Road in Salem.”

Hamill praised her 
staff, stating, “Thank you 
for your hard work every 
single day. Your commit-
ment to the children in our 
community truly makes a 
difference.”

Drew Russo lauds 
award recipient Tom 

McGee
Drew Russo, vice pres-

ident of the Camp Fire 
North Shore Board of Di-
rectors, lauded McGee be-
fore presenting the Com-
munity Partner Award to 
the former Lynn mayor.

“There’s so much that 
you can say about Tom - 
his commitment to public 
service is unparalleled, 27 
years in elected office as a 
representative, as a state 
senator, and our mayor. 
He’s been a leader in his 
political party. He’s been 
a champion and an advo-
cate of good, solid public 
policy. He’s a mayor who 
led us with steadfast deter-
mination and quiet resolve 
during the most trying 
days of this pandemic.”

Russo also noted Mc-
Gee’s support of increas-
ing out-of-school and 
after-school educational 
opportunities for children.

“If there were three is-
sues that Tom McGee was 
going to talk about, out-
of-school and after-school 
time programming for 
kids and the importance of 
that for kids in our com-
munities was always on 
top of the list,” said Russo.

A warm ovation
 for the honoree

Tom McGee received 
a prolonged ovation from 
the guests as he walked to 
the podium to accept the 
prestigious award. 

It’s a family that has 
served Lynn well for 
many years, with Tom 
McGee carrying on the 
great legacy of his father, 
the esteemed Speaker of 
the Mass. House of Repre-
sentatives, the late Thom-
as W. McGee.

As expected, Tom Mc-
Gee’s acceptance speech 
was humble and gracious.

McGee began by com-
mending Laurie Hamill 
for the positive impact 
that Camp Fire North 
Shore has had in the com-
munity and for making a 
difference in young peo-
ple’s lives.

He spoke about how he 
was inspired by his par-
ents and grandparents.

“The inspiration that 
they brought to me and to 
my brothers and my sister 
was about public service 
and learning that each one 
of us can make a differ-
ence, particularly in young 
people’s lives,” said Mc-
Gee. “We all have a role in 
making our community a 
better place. So that inspi-
ration that I got from my 
parents and my grandpar-
ents, and hopefully spread 
to my family and my chil-
dren, is that we can make 
a difference. We can make 
our lives better and our 
communities better by 
working together to make 
sure that everyone has 
those opportunities and 
young people have those 
opportunities.”

COUNCIL STOPS 
PURCHASE OF 
SCHOOL SITE

REVERE - In a move 
that dramatically affects 
the advancement of the 
new high school project 
for now, the Council de-
ferred to a subcommittee 
a request for a loan order 
of $29.5 million for the 
acquisition of the former 
Wonderland Greyhound 
Park property.

Wonderland was the 
No. 1 choice by the Re-
vere High School Build-
ing Committee for a new 
high school following a 
lengthy process consisting 
of many public meetings.

But some councillors 
expressed their opposition 
to Wonderland as the site 
and their concern about 
the substantial cost of a 
new high school at a pub-

lic hearing Monday night.
Revere CFO Richard 

Viscay, a member of the 
School Building Commit-
tee brought the bond au-
thorization request to the 
Council’s  public hearing.

“After vetting through 
all the options, Wonder-
land seemed like the most 
advantageous for the 
City,” said Viscay. “It does 
come with a price tag, but 
I’m here to speak in favor 
of the acquisition.”

Supt. of Schools Dr. Di-
anne Kelly spoke as a pro-
ponent of the Wonderland 
property acquisition.

“I also want to speak on 
behalf of the children of 
Revere and the teachers 
at Revere School and their 
administrative staff who 
are in desperate need of 
a new facility,” said Kel-
ly. “It’s exciting to be at a 
point in time where we’re 
going to have a space 
identified and be able to 
really start to explore that 
property and the soils and 
other things that we need 
to approve before we can 
actually start building.”

School Committee 
member Stacey Brons-
don-Rizzo also stated her 
support for a new high 
school.  “Like you all, I 
want nothing but what is 
best for our students, and 
I know each and every one 
of you do,” Rizzo told the 
Council. 

Charger Street resident 
Christine Robertson said, 
“If we don’t invest in the 
future of America, which 
is our students, we will be 
lost. This is a very wise 
investment and long over-
due.”

Rizzo opposes 
location of school

Councillor-at-Large 
Dan Rizzo, who was a 
councillor when five new 
schools were built in the 
city and Revere’s mayor 
when the Hill Elementa-
ry School was built, said, 

“We definitely need a new 
high school.”

But Rizzo questioned 
the finances of the high 
school project and its pro-
posed location at Wonder-
land.

“The problem that I 
have right now is I think 
we’re not all looking at 
the finances correctly,” 
said Rizzo. Citing the 
recent purchase of the 
Global Oil and Fed Ex 
properties, Rizzo added, 
“Anyone that thinks we’re 
going to get this land for 
$29 million – I think is ei-
ther being misled, or just 
making a huge miscalcu-
lation. We’re going to find 
ourselves in court because 
they will never settle on 
$29 million. It’s happened 
either other eminent do-
main takings.”

Rizzo then aired his 
concerns about the loca-
tion. 

“I think it [Wonderland] 
is a horrible location. 
I think our transporta-
tion costs are going to go 
through the roof to have 
2,000 students descending 
upon Butler Circle during 
rush hours. It’s going to 
be a very dangerous and 
troublesome situation for 
the city going forward.”

Zambuto reiterates 
his opposition to the site

Councillor-at-Large 
Anthony Zambuto, who 
was vehemently against 
Wonderland throughout 
the site selection process, 
projected the cost of the 
land at $100 million.

“I just want to say for 
the record that I am ab-
solutely for our high 
school,” said Zambuto. 
Just because I don’t agree 
with the site selection, 
what the school is going to 
cost and how we’re going 
to afford it, doesn’t mean 
I don’t want to build a 
school. But it is my dream 

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE 

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

See John or 
Paul for All 

your auto needs!

Get Your car ready 
for Fall roadtrips

Call to schedule service
781-284-4675

 AC RECHARGE
 TIRE ALIGNMENT

 BRAKES
 OIL CHANGE

— INSPECTION SERVICE STATION —
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8AM TO 5PM

PRE-TR IP  CHECKL IST

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

 MARIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Sontigie Carew, 7-years-old, and his sister, Sumi Carew, 16-years-old, flying kites during 
the Kite Time is Family Time event, sponsored by the Friends of Mary O’Malley Park.

KITE TIME IS FAMILY TIME

See REGION Page 11
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JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
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Fully Insured 
Quality Work
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Free Estimates
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EAST BOSTON - Disabled 
adult needs personal care 
attendant for evenings and 
weekends. 
Pay is $17.71 hour. Call 

Tom at 617-304-7243 or 
email at tnesbitt@workinc.
org. 
11/3

HELP WANTED

For Lease
Excellent Sublease oppor-
tunity 1-4 offices Available 
Nov 15, 2022  The Schrafft 
Center Charlestown, 
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ria, gym & more. Flexible, 
Furnished & Ready for you. 
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SPACE AVAILABLE 

2 Berm Revere Beach Blvd
Ocean View
Heat & Hot Water incl.
Parking Space
Available Now
$3,200
781-286-6617
Leave me a message

____________

CHELSEA. 3 & 4 bedroom, 
gas stove, street parking, 
near school, section 8 ok, 
available Oct 31, 2022, 
starting at $2800. Call Jay 
781-884-1133.
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You’ll also get career training 
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon

Street
Boston,  MA 02114

(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU22P1469EA

Estate of:
Salvatore V.

Panico
Date of Death:
06/14/2022

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 
Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by 
Sandra C. Panico of Boston, 
MA, requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Sandra C. Panico of East 
Boston, MA, be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve With-
out Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 

to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 11/22/2022.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you ob-
ject to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty days 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC 
in an unsupervised ad min-
istration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 18, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

10/26/22
EB

and my hope that we will 
reconsider this site selec-
tion. This is the biggest 
fiscal mistake in the histo-
ry of the city. We’re going 
to take a piece of property 
off the tax rolls, and a con-
servative estimate in my 
mind is one billion dollars 
in lost revenue, based on a 
50-year revenue of $22.5 
million a year.”

Ward 5 Councillor John 
Powers, who is in favor 
of building a new high 
school, cited some flood-
ing problems on the Won-
derland property. “Is this 
something we should look 
at more closely on that 
property?”

Powers estimated the 
cost of building a new 
high school at “around 
$400 million.” “With 70-
75 percent [in reimburse-
ment], we’re going to be 
spending in the area of 
$100 million to build this 
high school, which is go-
ing to be on the backs of 
the taxpayers.”

Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe, a member 
of the School Building 
Construction Committee, 
questioned why the Won-
derland site hasn’t been 
developed yet.

“We’re going to have 
to make a decision,” said 
Keefe, who spoke of 
the initial opposition to 
the Newton North High 
School project. “You build 
a high school ten years, 
they go, ‘Wow, imagine 
they only paid $200 mil-
lion. When it comes to 
these huge quality-of-life 
issues that make a city re-
ally a great place to live 
and a great place to raise 
their family, we figure it 
out.”

In her remarks, Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McK-
enna praised former Supt. 
Dr. Paul Dakin and current 
Supt. Dr. Dianne Kelly 
for “changing the whole 
concept of education and 
more kids came to [Re-
vere schools]. When I left 
[my position as a Revere 
teacher] in 2015, there 

were 2,200 kids.”
“But I am concerned 

about the money [for a 
new school]. I don’t want 
the taxpayers to take the 
brunt of this.”

Council President Ger-
ry Visconti referred the 
issue to the Ways and 
Means Subcommittee for 
its Oct. 24 meeting.

TOWN OFFICIALS 
LOOKING TO HIRE 
CFO

WINTHROP - The 
town is looking to hire a 
Chief Financial Officer 
who will split duties with 
the municipal and school 
sides of the government.

The Town Council and 
School Committee actual-
ly approved a consolida-
tion of some school and 
town finance oversight in 
2014, but the town has not 
enacted that consolida-
tion over the past several 
years, according to Town 
Council President James 
Letterie.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Town Manager Tony 
Marino updated the com-
mittee on the process and 
timeline for hiring a CFO.

“We are going into 
budget season again, and 
as the board probably 
knows, we are looking for 
a town CFO as one of the 
positions on the school 
side and on the town 
side,” said Marino. “Find-
ing good finance people is 
getting harder and harder 
and there aren’t a lot of 
good people out there.”

Marino noted that there 
is already a lot of collabo-
ration between the school 
department and the mu-
nicipal government, es-
pecially when it comes to 
facilities and human re-
sources.

“It just makes sense 
that we look for a town 
CFO slash school busi-
ness manager,” said Ma-
rino. “It would be a dual 
report to (superintendent 
of schools) Lisa (Howard) 

and I. The budgets, while 
not combined, certainly 
all come from the same 
source of funds, so it just 
made a lot of sense.”

Marino said the posi-
tion would not replace 
any positions on the 
school or town sides, and 
that school business offi-
cer manager Noel Velez 
and assistant CFO Robert 
Powers would both report 
to the new position.

While the CFO would 
oversee some of the big 
picture items, such as 
end of the year reports, 
Howard said the business 
office would still oversee 
the day to day financial 
concerns of the school de-
partment.

“I was originally going 
to post this as an assistant 
town manager/CFO, but 
doing this allows us to do 
a couple of things,” said 
Marino. “This allows us to 
advertise a salary at a little 
higher rate … and it also 
creates more efficiencies 
for us.”

Marino said the town 
is working on a final job 
description for the posting 
and is bringing in a search 
firm to help find candi-
dates. He added that it is 
likely that the difference 
in salary between the orig-
inal assistant town manag-
er posting and the new hy-
brid position would come 
out of the school budget, 
but that the figures were 
negotiable.

“The town has $150,000 
earmarked right now, so 
if we advertise the posi-
tion at a little higher rate, 
$170,000, we are thinking 
the schools would pick 
up that delta of $20,000 
for this year and go from 
there.”

Letterie said the con-
solidation was approved 
for HR, facilities, and fi-
nance in 2014, but that the 
finance portion has fallen 
off in recent years.

“So now we are just 
reinstating something 
that has already been ap-
proved,” he said.
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CELEBRATING ITALIAN HERITAGE DAY AT THE SALESIAN BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB

Photos by Tayla Puopolo, Tayla 

Jane Marketing, Co.

An Italian Heritage Day 
celebration was held on 
Sunday, October 9.  Steve 
Scire and Barbara Puopo-
lo led the local effort

Thanks to the generos-
ity of so many, as well as 
partners, the Harbor View 
Neighborhood Associ-
ation and the Salesians 
Boys and Girls Club, the 
event  offered everything 
at no cost.

The weather was perfect.
Participants were en-

tertained by Ross Zaga-
mi Entertainment playing 
Italian music, Eddie Palla-
dino playing the accordion 
and four dance numbers 
courtesy of Jessica Gor-
don Academy of Perform-
ing Arts. 

There was plenty to do 
for the children.  A blow 
up rock climbing wall/
slide, Games, toys and face 
painting.   Food included 
pretzels, fried dough, sau-
sage, pepper and onion, 
pizza, Italian sandwiches, 
cannoli, whoopie pies, and 
so much more.

Aili Curtis, Gioia Heiglmann, Mia Rossi, Valencia Viarella, Samantha Gordon, and Alyandra 
Viarella.

The Italian Heritage Day celebration was a family affair.

Two residents enjoying the festivities.

The bouncey-slide and rock 
wall were a hit amongst the 
little ones.

There was plenty to smile 
about during the celebration.

Face painting was also pop-
ular with the kids.

Ross Zagami serenades the 
crowd. Friends enjoying the festivities.

Friends pose for a photo during the Italian 
Heritage celebration.

Eddie Palladino on the accordion.BPD was on hand for the celebration.

Many residents, friends and family members came out to celebrate.

There was fun time had by all. Age was no 
determining factor when it came to getting 
down.

Steve Scire mans the food station.

The crowd cheers on the performers.
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