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EHBS Class

of 2022 to
graduate Friday
at Memorial
Stadium

By John Lynds

When the East Boston
High School Class of 2022
began their high school
careers four years ago they
could never have predict-
ed what a wild ride high
school would be.

Two years into high
school students were hit
with a worldwide pan-
demic effectively ending
the second half of their
sophomore year in March
2020.

While the world collec-
tively hoped and prayed
the pandemic would pass
quickly the students at
East Boston High School
were no different and the
disruption to their high
school experience extend-
ed through most of the
class’s junior year.

However, the Class of
2022 persevered and argu-
ably worked harder than
most previous graduating
classes to remain on track
and focused in the face of
so much uncertainty.

The class spent the first
half of their junior year
in remote learning class-
es, isolated from friends,

See GRADUATION Page 3

EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL 2022 PROM

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA
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East Boston High School (EBHS) gathered at the Hyatt Regency Boston Harbor hotel for

prom on June 9. Pictured (left to right) are Gloria Rodriguez, Lesly Perez, Galilea Ticas, and

Janisse Palacios.

Pictured (left to right) Julio Figueroa, Michael O’'Neill, Freddy Grant, and Xavier Heard. See
Page 8 for more photos.

New Yorkers arrested in Eastie for fentanyl trafficking

By John Lynds

The New Yorkers were
arraigned Monday on se-
rious drug drug charges
after being caught in East-
ie selling a large quantity
of fentanyl to undercov-
er agents. The amount of
fentanyl seized had the
potential to kill tens of
thousands of people.

Sergio Singer Galicia,
39, and Bryan Roberto
Rodriguez, 38, both of
New York, were charged
in the East Boston Divi-

/gastie Times is Open for. Your Convenience]

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS

sion of Boston on charges
of trafficking in more than
200 grams of fentanyl.
Massachusetts State
Police  detectives  as-
signed to Suffolk County
District Attorney Kevin
Hayden’s office, along
with State and Boston Po-
lice narcotics officers and
federal Homeland Secu-
rity officers, arranged an
undercover operation to
purchase the drugs from
Galicia and Rodriguez.
On Friday morning a
deal was confirmed to

Monday thru Wednesday 9:30 am — 5 pm
Thursday 9:30am — 4 pm Friday gam — noon

advertising - deb@reverejournal.com
editorial - stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com
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971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

781-485-0588
385 Broadway, Revere MA ! Citizens Bank Building

take place at 945 Sarato-
ga Street in East Boston.
Galicia and Rodriguez
were under surveillance
from officers deployed in
the area and by the State
Police airwing.

When the transaction
took place, Galicia and
Rodriguez were arrested
without incident.

As part of the under-
cover operation police
seized two kilograms of
fentanyl with an estimated
wholesale street value of
$90,000.

Massachusetts pub-

TRASH
DELAY

Due to the Juneteenth
Holiday observed on
Monday, June 20, 2022

Trash will be delayed by
one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

lic health officials this
week pointed to fentanyl
as a primary factor in the
8.8-percent increase in
opioid overdose deaths in
the state last year. Deaths
rose to 2,290, an all-time
high.

According to the DEA
two milligrams of fentan-
yl will kill an adult. One
kilogram of fentanyl is
equivalent to 1 million
milligrams. The amount
seized could potentially
kill over 300,000 adults.

“This quantity of fen-
tanyl hitting the streets
would have undoubtedly
contributed to the unprece-
dented number of overdos-
es and deaths we’re seeing
across the state. This was
a careful, efficient opera-
tion that interdicted a sig-
nificant quantity of one of
the deadliest drugs in our
society,” Hayden said.

See ARREST Page 9

East Boston legend
John White dies at 87

By John Lynds

“Every time you do a
good deed you shine the
light a little farther into
the dark. And the thing
is, when you're gone that
light is going to keep shin-
ing on, pushing the shad-
ows back.”

John White, a man who
selflessly gave back to the
community he grew up in
for over five decades, has
died.

Mr. White, who served
as East Boston Area Plan-
ning Action Committee’s
(APAC) director for over
50 years, passed away at
his daughter Siobhan Dis-
penza’s home in Syracuse,
NY surrounded by his
loving family on Tuesday,
June 7 following a brief
illness. He was 87 years
old.

Mr. White was a leg-
end in East Boston whose
actions transcended rhet-
oric and whose name be-
came synonymous with
compassion for the poor.
He was a man that nev-
er sought glory, awards,
headlines, or acknowl-
edgement.

His impact in East Bos-
ton rose above today’s
social media soundbites

- -
B h d

.-.f

John White.

and was measured by his
deeds and work on behalf
of those most marginal-
ized and most in need in
our community.

He touched the lives of
many but a want for praise
was not his motivation.

It’s hard to find a family
in East Boston Mr. White
hasn’t helped through the
numerous social service
programs APAC runs
from its small office on
Meridian Street where Mr.
White would consistently
make miracles happen.

See WHITE Page 3

Area officials demand
better mitigation for
Sumner Tunnel Toll project

By John Lynds

East Boston residents
got the first taste of what
it is going to be like liv-
ing with the scheduled
weekend closures of the
Sumner Tunnel for the
next 36 weeks that will
culminate in a full clo-
sure of the tunnel for four
months next spring.

Gridlock on Saturday
and Sunday in Eastie,
Chelsea and Revere was

horrendous as traffic head-
ing into Boston was re-
routed to the Ted Williams
Tunnel and Tobin Bridge.

This week, Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu sent a letter to
MassDOT administrators
that was signed by East-
ie’s elected officials, as
well as elected officials in
Revere, demanding more
meaningful mitigation as
the project progresses like
a free Blue Line for resi-

See TUNNEL Page 10
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With the Sumner Tunnel closed, traffic was at a standstill
Saturday morning leading into the Ted Williams Tunnel.
MassDOT kicked off its Sumner Tunnel restoration project
last weekend and the tunnel will be closed every weekend
for the next 36 weeks. Elected officials are now calling on
MassDOT to provide more meaningful mitigation for resi-

dents impacted by the project.

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark lauro, former owner and director of Rapino,
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KNOW THE RULES
FOR YOUR DRONE

Register your drone hefore your
first flight

Comply with Remote ID rules

Keep your drone in sight at all times
and fly lower than 400 feet

Flying drones in controlled airspace,
around and above airports, is prohibited
without prior FAA approval

Never fly drones near any aircraft

Violators will be subject to penalties
for breaking the law

DON’T BREAK THE LAW

Scan the QR code for the most
up-to-date rules from the FAA.

EmaSSDOT

Massachusetts Department of Transportation
Aeronautics Division

Jason Gallagher to become next
headmaster of Boston Latin School

By John Lynds

It was recently an-
nounced that the principal
of the Harvard-Kent El-
ementary School for the
last 11 year, Jason Galla-
gher, will become the next
headmaster of Boston Lat-
in School (BLS).

Gallagher, who led Har-
vard-Kent’s  transforma-
tion into a top performing
school in Boston culmi-
nating with the prestigious
2019  EdVestorsThomas
W. Payzant School School
on the Move prize, will
take over the reins of the
country’s oldest public
school from outgoing
principal Rachel Skerritt
in the fall. Skerritt an-
nounced in March she was
leaving her post as head-
master of BLS after five
years leading the school.
Skeritt successfully nav-
igated the school through
two years of the pandemic
as well as a change in how
students are accepted to
Boston’s exam schools.

For Gallagher, head-
ing to BLS in the fall is a
sort of homecoming. He
graduated from BLS in
1991 and his two sons also
graduated from BLS in
2018 and 2021.

Gallagher, a lifelong
Charlestown resident, re-
turned to his home neigh-
borhood after serving as a

Jason Gallagher was named
the next headmaster of
Boston Latin School.

history and special educa-
tion teacher at Braintree
High School.

Hekicked off his 21 year
career with Boston Public
Schools (BPS) serving
first as a class teacher at
the Harvard-Kent and
then as an assistant princi-
pal at the District Office of
Special Education before
becoming principal of the
school.

Over the past decade
during Gallagher’s tenure
the Harvard-Kent has ex-
operinced rapid academic
growth.  Harvard-Kent’s
student  population is
uniquely diverse within
Boston Public Schools.
The school community
is racially diverse, with
nearly equal numbers of
Latino, Asian, Black and

Caucasian young people
represented in the student
body. Over half of the
student body are English
Learners, a quarter are
students with disabilities,
and more than two-thirds
are economically disad-
vantaged.

Under Gallagher’s lead-
ership the school has met
or exceeded MCAS targets
The 400-student school
has also seen steady im-
provement over the past
few years in both literacy
and math while also nar-
rowing achievement gaps.

The school was recog-
nized for exceeding per-
formance targets set by
the state, one of 14 BPS
schools to do so in 2019,
and one of four BPS
schools to do so for two
years in a row.

Of his work at the Har-
vard-Kent Gallagher has
said, “The most important
thing we do every day is
offer a safe and welcoming
school to our students and
families. We want to make
our kids feel like they are
in the best school not just
in Boston, but in the coun-
try. If you are a member of
the Harvard-Kent school
community, we want you
to feel important, loved
and valued. And, we want
you to become a proficient
reader, writer and mathe-
matician.”

Three Eastie students honored at
Annual BPS Valedictorian Luncheon

By John Lynds

For over two de-
cades the Boston Public
School’s (BPS) annual
valedictorian luncheon
has honored students from
every neighborhood that
have the highest academic
achievements in their re-

spective high schools.
After a two year hia-
tus the 24th Annual BPS
Valedictorian  Luncheon
returned in person at Fen-
way Park with Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu, Superintendent
Brenda Cassellius and the
Boston School Committee
paying tribute to the best

and brightest graduating
seniors.

Among the students
honored at Fenway Park
this year were three East
Boston students who were
named valedictorians of
their class and will have

See LUNCHEON Page 3
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Eastie’s John Le, valedictorian of East Boston High School, Eliana Sepulveda Garcia,
valedictorian of Boston Adult Technical Academy and Kevin Lima Murcia, valedictorian of
Horace Mann School for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing were all honored by Mayor Michelle
Wu, Superintendent Brenda Cassellius and the Boston School Committee at BPS’s 24th
Annual Valedictorian Luncheon at Fenway Park.

We’re here in the
neighborhood and
ready to meet all of

your banking needs!

Serving Members for over 98 years!

% 617.482.4787 @ firstprioritycu.co

Must open and maintain a $5.00 Share Account. Funds are federally
insured by NCUA. All deposits in excess of federal limits are fully
insured by Massachusetts Share Insurance Corporation (MSIC).
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MASSDOT TO HOST
THIRD PUBLIC
INFORMATION
MEETING FOR
THE ROUTE 1A

CORRIDOR STUDY
The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation
(MassDOT) is announc-
ing it will be hosting the
third public information
meeting for the Route 1A
Corridor Study on Tues-
day, June 21, at 6:00 p.m.
The study is being con-
ducted to assess the poten-
tial uses of the MassDOT
and MBTA rail parcels
located between Route 1A

and the Chelsea Creek and
evaluate the Route 1A cor-
ridor between Bell Circle
in Revere and Day Square
in East Boston.

The meeting is being
held virtually via Zoom.
Attendees are encour-
aged to pre-register for
the meeting by using the
following link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/meet-
ing/register/tZwud-6vq-
JwvG9HtwmMI{3PGPC-
J17ghK7wVak.

At this meeting, Mass-
DOT will present draft
alternatives for the MBTA
parcels located between
Route 1A and the Chelsea
Creek, and gather input

from community mem-
bers.

Visit  mass.gov/route-
la-corridor-study to learn
more about the Route 1A
Corridor Study and to sign
up for project updates.

For  accommodation
or language assistance,
please  contact Mass-
DOT’s Office of Diver-
sity and Civil Rights by
phone  (857-368-8580),
fax (857-368-0602), TTD/
TTY (857-368-0603) or
by email MASSDOT.Civ-
ilRights@dot.state.ma.us.

The meeting will be re-
corded and posted online
for individuals who are
unable to attend.

White// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

From fuel assistance,
to summer jobs, to tax
help to just being a friend-
ly ear that listened to the
struggles of local families,
White never turned away
a request for help and
would always dismiss the
‘thank you™ he received as
an unnecessary gesture.

“What stood me in
good stead is that I knew
the turf,” White once said.
“This work is very in-
tense. You have people sit-
ting across from you with
some very serious prob-
lems. I wanted to use the
tools I had to help them.
Those I help every day
should never feel indebted
to my service.”

Anyone who knew Mr.
White knew he’d rather
be out of the spotlight and
busy doing the work on
behalf of the community
he loved.

“There are no words
to express how much this
man meant to so many,”
said former Chief of Pro-
bation in East Boston,
Tommy Tassinari. “John
never stopped looking
out and caring for every-
one. He would walk the
streets of the East Boston
neighborhoods early in
the morning so he could
understand the needs of
the people. He was a wise
man, a caring man and was
all about the greater good.
He touched the lives of so
many. A few years back he
would spend Friday after-
noons with my then ailing
father. Knowing that this
little visit gave so much
to us. It gave dad a few
hours or great conversa-
tion about old Eastie and
it gave us respite. A year
after dad passed John sent
me a letter anonymous-
ly but written in a style
that was all John. It was
to comfort us, all while
grieving the loss of his
beloved wife. That’s just a
small part of who he was.”

Mr. White was born on
December 8, 1934 to the
late Ellen C. (Dooley) and
John T. White Sr. near the
newly constructed Sumner
Tunnel. He was raised in
East Boston and attend-
ed neighborhood schools
before attending Boston
College High School and
Boston College.

White would say his
mother Ellen’s stories of
the destruction of a thriv-
ing East Boston neighbor-
hood to make way for the
Sumner Tunnel project in
the early 1930s influenced
his later views on the in-
justices low-income resi-
dents face in the name of
progress. With her sense
of community and deep
Catholic faith, Ellen in-
stilled a sense of chari-
ty into her two sons that
would ultimately set Mr.
White on a lifetime odys-
sey to make a difference
and be a voice for those
whose voices were often
not heard.

Mr. White became Di-

rector of APAC in the late
1960s and navigated the
agency through the Nix-
on Administration and
Reagan Administration’s
social service budget cuts.
During the 1972 Nixon
budget cuts to funding
that supported APAC pro-
grams, White and the staff
decided to forgo their sal-
aries and work as commu-
nity volunteers in protest
until funding was restored.

“John White was East
Boston’s leading advocate
for our new immigrants,
our poor, our low income,
or just about anyone need-
ing help for whatever
reason,” said former East
Boston Little City Hall
Manager during the May-
or White Administration
Alice Christopher. “What
a loss for all of us in East
Boston.”

Mr. White emerged as
one of the most recogniz-
able faces in the neigh-
borhood. It’s not because
he looked for attention or
craved praise, it was be-
cause he has touched the
lives of thousands upon
thousands of residents
and their families. Mr.
White was not a red tape
bureaucrat who spent his
career behind some desk
at APAC pushing paper.
Instead, Mr. White walked
these streets for most of
his life with one goal—to
help people who need help
or have no voice.

In the mid 2000s, Mr.
White took a step back as
Director of APAC to care
for his ailing wife and love
of his life, Eva, who was
diagnosed with Alzhei-
mer’s disease.

However, he was still
present in the Meridian
Street office a few days
a week and spent a few
years splitting his time as
caretaker of both Eva and
the neighborhood before
her death in 2009.

Mr. White would say
his wife was the person
that most influenced him
and his work throughout
his career. Mr. White met
Eva, a native of Dublin,
Ireland, at a neighborhood
party in the mid 1960s
and they were married in
1969.

“When I would come
home at night with my
head in my hands, lament-
ing this failure and that
failure, she would spend
hours with me and send
me back to work rejuve-
nated and ready to go at it
again,” he once said after
his wife’s passing. ““The
greatest lesson she taught
me was the lesson of love,
how to love and how to
be loved. Truth to tell, she
took care of me. She did
absolutely everything for
me and then some.”

After Eva passed, Mr.
White restlessness in
semi-retirement took its
toll and he was back at
APAC almost everyday
assisting and guiding the
new Directors that suc-

ceeded him.

His career as the lead-
ing advocate for the poor
culminated in 2017 when
he celebrated his 50th an-
niversary at APAC. That
year Mr. White’s career
milestone was celebrated
at that year’s Eastie Pride
Day.

For the man that nev-
er wanted accolades or
recognitions for work he
thought all should do in
some form or another, was
celebrated by the commu-
nity, elected officials and
friends.

“He helped countless
families in the neighbor-
hood including my own,”
said former City Council-
or Sal LaMattina. “East
Boston lost a great man
and his legacy will live on
forever.”

Before moving to Syra-
cuse to be with his daugh-
ter and her family, Mr.
White was still traveling
down from his home in
Winchester to support the
new crop of programs
aimed at helping those
most in need like the East
Boston Community Soup
Kitchen.

“We lost a gem of our
East Boston Community
and a tremendous ally and
mentor to me and my work
with the EBCSK,” said
EBCSK Founder Sandra
Nijjar. “Words cannot de-
scribe the immense sad-
ness in my heart to learn
of his departure from this
world. Know that 1 will
never ever forget your ad-
vice and wisdom that you
shared with me.”

While East Boston
YMCA Director Joey
Gaeta credited Mr. White
with his start in social ser-
vices.

“Growing up in East
Boston everyone knew
who John White was,”
said Gaeta. “John was spe-
cial and never looked for
the spotlight. My first job
at 14 was through APAC’s
Summer Jobs program
working at the East Boston
Social Centers. After the
job ended John made sure
to check in on me every
year after that. He made
sure I went to college, he
made sure I was okay and,
as an Eastie kid, that was a
big deal. He made you feel
special, he made you feel
present, he made you feel
connected. But he did not
just do this for me, he did
this for all of us.”

In the end, we were
lucky that Mr. White
walked amongst us for so
long because his work in
Eastie was unparalleled,
his motives were pure and
his heart was filled with an
undying passion to make
life a little easier for those
living in uneasy circum-
stances.

He was a friend to all, a
mentor to many and will
be missed dearly by the
neighborhood he touched
for so long.

Mary Cole named to 2022
Commonwealth Heroine Class

The Massachusetts
Commission on the Status
of Women (MCSW) will
be celebrating the annual
Commonwealth Heroines
on Wednesday, June 22
at the The Venezia Ho-
tel, 20 Ericsson Street in
Dorchester. Mary Cole of
East Boston will be among
the honorees. Opening
remarks will be made
by MCSW Chairwoman
Denella Clark, followed
by a special recognition of
all 121 honorees.

“As the first Black
woman to chair the Mas-
sachusetts Commission on
the Status of Women, and
also as a proud appoin-
tee of Governor Baker

and Lieutenant Governor
Polito, we are thrilled to
recognize women from all
across our great Common-
wealth who sometimes are
not seen for their amazing
contributions. We are also
pleased to be joined by
our dedicated Lieutenant
Governor who will deliv-
er a keynote address. We
are excited that this year’s
event will be in person
and look forward to cel-
ebrating our honorees,”
commented Chairwoman
Clark.

Our Commonwealth
Heroines are women who
have been chosen by their
legislators for their ex-
traordinary acts of ser-

vice, making a big differ-
ence in their communities
but not necessarily mak-
ing the news. They per-
form unheralded acts dai-
ly that make our homes,
neighborhoods, cities, and
towns better places to live.
Commonwealth Heroines
use their time, talent, spir-
it, and enthusiasm to en-
rich the lives of others in
their community. They are
mentors, volunteers, and
innovators who strive to
protect and represent the
interests of seniors, vic-
tims of violence, children,
immigrants, and other vul-
nerable populations. They
are the glue that keeps a
community together.

Luncheon// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

the privilege and honor of
delivering the keynote ad-
dress at their high school
graduations this month.

Eastie’s John Le, vale-
dictorian of East Boston
High School, Eliana Sep-
ulveda Garcia, valedic-
torian of Boston Adult
Technical Academy and
Kevin Lima Murcia, vale-
dictorian of Horace Mann
School for the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing were all
honored at the luncheon.

Le will attend North-
eastern University in the
fall while Garcia will at-
tend Bunker Hill Com-
munity College and Mur-
cia will be heading off to
Benjamin Franklin Insti-
tute of Technology.

The three Eastie stu-
dents were among the 33
BPS valedictorians hon-
ored last week.

“I am so excited to see
you all,” Mayor Wu told
the honorees. “I’ve been
really looking forward to
this and my heart is burst-
ing with pride for each
one of you knowing how
much you have fought
through and barreled for-
ward over the last couple
of years. You are truly the
pride of your families,
your city, your communi-
ties, and you are the future
that we’re counting on.
So I'm really excited and
very honored and grateful

to be here and to share this
stage.”

Wau told the graduating
valedictorians that as they
move on for high school
they will face a really
challenging moment.

“It’s a challenging mo-
ment for each one of our
families after what we
have experienced over the
last couple of years,” said
Wu. “I hope the valedicto-
rians in this room recog-
nize what they have ex-
perienced will be a source
of strength as they forever
move forward. The fact
that you are where you
are right now, despite the
impossible happening at
home, at school, in all the
lives of people across the
neighborhoods of Boston,
shows just how ready you
are to emerge and carry
forward our city.”

Superintendent Cassel-
lius took the opportuni-
ty to thank the student’s
parents and guardians for
their unwavering sup-
port of each valedictorian
during these trying two
years.

“A special recognition
to the parents and guard-
ians who are here at our
tables,” said Cassellius.
“Parents and families are
our children’s first teach-
ers and moments like to-
day are just a testament
to the unwavering support

and guidance that you all
bring to your children. So
to all the adults who have
guided our young minds,
helping them to become
the students and schol-
ars and leaders that they
are today. Well done and
thank you so much.”

Cassellius then went on
to offer some advice to the
students.

“I thought of three
things to share with you,”
she said. “The first is to
never let others define
you. You get to decide
your identity. You get to
decide who you love, and
you get to decide what
your contributions are
going to be in this world.
Second, be mindful of the
choices that you make
these next several years
as you embark on this
new journey because the
choices you make today,
impact what choices are
available tomorrow. And
third, don’t beat your-
self up. If you do make a
poor choice or mistake,
look at what went wrong
and think through it and
learn from it. I wish I had
learned this earlier. All of
us here know that you are
already hard working and
that you certainly know
how to persevere through
tough times and that you
don’t give up.”

Graduation// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fellow classmates and
teachers. The intimacy
of in-person learning and
the human contact that is
so important to many stu-
dents was lost.

However, as the pan-
demic slowly released its
grip on the world many in
the Class of 2022 began to
return to in-person learn-
ing by the end of junior
year and got to experience
the joys of a full senior
year and formed bonds
and friendships that will
last a lifetime.

On Friday, June 17 at
East Boston Memorial
Stadium 250 graduating
seniors from the Class
of 2022 will walk across
the stage to receive their
diplomas as part of the
high  school’s  annual
commencement exercises
scheduled for 11 am.

At Friday’s graduation
the seniors and their fam-
ilies will be welcomed by
EBHS Headmaster Phil
Brangiforte. Brangiforte
will be followed by an
address from Salutatorian
Genesis Onuoha.

Providing this year’s
Valedictorian Address
will be John Le of East
Boston who will head to
Northeastern  University
in the fall.

“I’'mextremely proud of
the Class of 2022 for their
perseverance and dedi-

cation to their education,
especially for only being
in the building for two
out of the four four years
due to the pandemic,” said
Brangiforte. “They act-
ed mature beyond their

years when they returned
accepting each other and
rising to the occasion on
how well behaved they
are. They should be com-
mended for all they have
accomplished.”

PINELLI'S
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WE URGE OUR
LEGISLATORS TO SUPPORT
LOBSTER FISHING BILL

Most of us are environmentalists to some extent.

We doubt there are few among us who do not find it
heartbreaking that there was a record number of deaths
of manatees this past year in Florida because excessive
algae growth fueled by fertilizer runoff into the coastal
Gulf waters is destroying the manatees’ primary food
source, sea grass. The manatees literally are starving
because of a lack of food.

In our area of the country, the right whale long has
been endangered. Only.a few hundred of these beautiful
animals exist. The greatest threat to their extinction are
boat strikes and fishing and lobster gear in which they
can become entangled.

Since 2015, state regulations have banned the use of
lobstering equipment from Feb. 1 until at least April 30
off Cape Cod Bay and beyond, shutting down the local
industry for the winter.

Right whales are common in Cape Cod Bay during
late winter and early spring, especially during March
and April. The ban was further extended until May 15
this year because of the presence of right whales in our
area.

Needless to say, the state-mandated ban has taken a
financial toll on those who earn their livelihood from
lobstering. Some lobstermen say that their annual in-
come has been cut in half since the ban went into effect
in 2015.

However, State Senator Patrick O’Connor from Wey-
mouth has filed a bill that he has attached to the up-
coming state budget that would provide some degree of
recompense to lobster fishermen for their lost revenue.

The total cost of the bill is miniscue -- $12 million out
of a total state budget of almost $50 billion.

In our view, Senator O’Connor’s bill is long-overdue.
Saving a species such as the right whale is a public good
that benefits all of us in some way and has a direct eco-
nomic benefit for our tourism industry.

Yet the only ones being asked to pay the price for
saving the whales are our lobster fishermen, for whom
making ends meet always has been an iffy proposition,
but which, thanks to climate change (which is driving
lobsters further north to colder waters) and the state reg-
ulations, is becoming even more difficult.

The bottom line is that since the state’s regulations
are forcing our lobster fishing industry to “Save the
Whales,” then it is time for the state to put its money
where its slogan is.

REMEMBER WHAT
TRUMP SAID....

While he was on the campaign trail during the prima-
ry season in early 2016, Donald Trump uttered these
memorable words, “I could stand in the middle of 5th
Avenue and shoot somebody and I wouldn’t lose vot-
ers.”

Although Trump later said he was only joking, his
comment revealed his deep understanding of his base
of supporters that to this day the majority of Americans
still don’t quite get: Both Donald Trump and his sup-
porters could care less about the Constitution and the
democratic norms that have prevailed since the found-
ing of our country.

Some pundits suggest that Trump is not to blame for
the distrust of government that is evident among his
base, many of whom believe in Q-Anon and all sorts of
nutty conspiracy theories.

But every anti-democratic movement needs a leader
who is willing to break the norms in order to thwart the
democratic process and rule of law. There is not one
leading GOP politician who, had he been President and
lost re-election, would have done what Trump attempt-
ed to do to overturn the election, culminating in the
events of January 6.

In view of the apathy among Trump’s base of support
to the revelations of the House January 6 Committee
hearings, the updated corollary to Trump’s 2016 cam-
paign comment is this: “I could stand in the middle of
Pennsylvania Avenue and urge a violent riot at the Cap-
itol and I wouldn’t lose voters.”

Laiaasiaasavs s ek

YOU'RE THE
GREATEST,
DAD! HAPPY

FATHER'S DAY!!

GUEST Opr-ED

A father and a child can make a great family

Dr. Glenn Mollette

Father’s Day is coming
one more time and you
still have a chance at hav-
ing a great family.

Fathers like most all
people have good days
and bad days. They have
great seasons of life and
some that are more diffi-
cult. Few fathers will look
back over their lives and
say, “Every day I was a
perfect dad.” Some days
were better than others.

We all feel bad about
the seasons of our lives
when we had to work too
much. Working all the
time depletes energy we
would prefer to spend on
our families. The problem
is that like most fathers
we want to keep a roof
over our heads and food
in the refrigerator. Mak-
ing car payments, house
payments, and all the ba-
sic things of life typically
keep most dads and moms
very busy.

Even in a home filled
with love and patience
the average dad lives a
juggling life. He is pulled
between work, kid’s ball-
games, meeting the needs
of his wife and house-
work. Add to this school
meetings, homework,

fishing, piano lessons,
family events, all while
trying to maintain and add
to his career.

Most of us looking back
can think of some endeav-
ors or activities we wish
we had let go in order to
spend more time with
our families. For some
weird reason at the time
they seemed all so import-
ant but now they feel like
wasted time.

Throughout life the
way we typically learn is
the hard way. Education
is always expensive. Our
vision is 20/20 looking
back. People tell us what
we will regret and what
we should do but we rare-
ly believe them. When we
get past the “fifty-five”
mark of life we start to
realize what the “old tim-
ers” told us was true. You
know how it is because
you probably tell your
kids about what is right
and wrong and what they
will appreciate or regret.
In most cases they don’t
pay much attention to
you.

The only season of be-
ing a father that you have
is this one. No future is
guaranteed and yesterday
is gone. You do have to-
day. Have a loving and

MA 02151.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Times encourages residents to submit
engagement, wedding and birth announcements,
news releases, business and education briefs, sports
stories and photos for publication. ltems should be
forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere,
[tems can also be faxed tvo 781-485-
1403. We also encourage readers to e-mail news
releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com

Your opinions, please

The Times welcomes letters to the
editor. Our mailing address is 385
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.
Our fax number is 781-485-1403.
Letters may also be e-mailed to
editor @eastietimes.com.
Letters must be signed. We reserve
the right to edit for length
and content.

forgiving heart. Extend
grace and a second, third
or fourth chance. Try to
spend time with those
you love. You are proba-
bly finding out now that
your grown children are
too busy for you. They
have lives of their own
and you may not be a pri-
ority. It hurts some but
they probably are being
like you used to be. Don’t
lose sleep over this but be
available and reach out as
you are able.

Finally, you have to
be more than the human
ATM machine. You can’t
buy your children’s affec-
tion for the rest of your
life. Every parent wants to
help their children but the
best thing you can do for
them is work with them to
help them care for them-

selves. You can either
teach them to fish or spend
the rest of your life fishing
for them and this ends up
being a hard life for you
and cripples them.

Today is another oppor-
tunity to be a good father.
This is also a good day for
you to reciprocate love
and affection to your dad.
A father and a child work-
ing together can make a
great family.

Glenn Mollette is the
publisher of Newburgh
Press, Liberty Torch and
various other publishing
imprints; a national col-
umnist — American Issues
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and
features appear each week
In over 500 newspapers,
websites and blogs across
the United States.
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Patrick J. Kennedy students’ Father’s Day poem
Fantastic Dad Faithful Faithful
Always tries his best even when Always by my side An amazing father A“f:::i?::a d
he is tired Thoughtful Teaching Talented
Thoughtful about his family Hard working Helpful Hard workin
Helps we play soccer Encourages me when | need it Encourage wme to get good grades Exercising for anghou v
Encourages me when | play Responsible Respectful Kesq cotful
soccer Swmart Super dad S’rronp father
Responsible Poing his best work to take care Petermine to give us a house Dedicated 190 our famil
Super good at soccer of we Awesome dad to this world and . Y
. . Athletic person
Pedicated to what he loves Awazing back Youthfol
An a;uazing soccer player Yearning for the best in me Youthful
oung in my eyes )
Happy Father's Day Happy Father's Day Hap ‘;;oy;;‘a;,;‘ge;:zﬂay
Happy Father's Pay Justin Garay Diego Argueta 9
Kimberely Anaya
Fantastic son Father Father Funny dad
ri‘?&?“..?lﬁfﬁii"ﬁii&ﬁi’&eg Thoughtful, helpful A hard worker reachmﬁ".féi'ﬁ'.?u‘ﬁ‘l oarts
cosser player Helping, hugging, working, The best dad Wootul P
Hones’? man Alwaysvb;/dmy L HE:::;;::" Encourage me vghen I'm playing
Emolg:g:):\gsi?)llee::od:kt;?m A Respectful father Kessopc:ce’frful
Optimistic, loyal Strong healthy man
uper strong : . , o Strong Dad
Pedicated to his job LoVin@; yeaching: earing Divine Poes his work
A list Always believes in me Awesome A + wmath and
s fomm [l Aot g
g Happy Father's Va Happy Father's Va ,
Happy Father's Day I:Z,}; tin Garay 4 %};n Mendes 4 Happy Father's Day
Allison Henriquez Jason Aquilar
. Fuerte
From El Salvador . Fuvmy. . Fanf.as’nc Father Asombrozo
Al | ith Awazing about his teaching Awazing at cooking :
ways plays with we Trabajador
Time-on-time all the time The ?le:"‘ ff :;fher Ta"ﬁ:‘y::";""y Hermoso
Hamfodr;aw l::v:?r;lv Excellener father Encourages me to do my best R El me jor papa del wundo
Kule ezery day Really happy when I do good Responsibility on his job espe’ruosé)oc::dloars personas
Supportive of my school work ghmgs 0 Super fast runner Pibuja conmigo algunas veses
Pad is a good dancer mart PO OT Gy Adorable consushijos consu espo-
Always friendly Pedicated worker Always taking care of me sny la familla
You are a good person y(ﬁ‘,";g”l”}:af Youre the hest father in the You eres Gran persona conel
p Fathers B ¢ mundo
appy Father's Day ) )
Anderson Luna Happy F:afhers Day Happy Fathers V'ay Feliz ia del Padre
Anis Obah Mariana Valentina Cabricla Blanco

Funny
Awesome at cooking
Tells me to never give up on a
dream
Hard worker
Encourages me when | think |
cant do something
Respectful
Swart at math
Pad-one of a kind
A good dad that loves & cares for
his family

for!

Happy Father's Day
Jonathan Mazariegos

VAD
Loyal, thoughtful
Loving, caring, helping
Love him soo much
Father
Padre
Awesome, faithful
Awmazing, teaching, respecting
Works hard for us
Papa

Happy Father's Pay
Diego Argueta

You are the best that | can wish =

_

Fun to go on walks with

Awazing Faithful
The best friend ever Awmazingly helpful
Happy when he plays soccer Thoughtful person
Excellent father Heavenly to Jesus
Really funny Encourages we to be a good person
Swiles a lot when he is with we Respectful to me
Does a lot around the house Swmart
Awesome Petermined for we to get good
You always get the best from grades
him! Always helps me with my work
outhful
Feliz Dia del Padre
Emiliano Perez Happy Father's Pay
Benjamin Creamer
Faithful
Awazing Father
Trustworthy
Helping the family no matter
Encoura inwvzafsisfer and | Fantastic
¢ Kg i Y A wonderful father
i The best dad
Special € es

Helps wme when | need him

Priven to be the best cook Sl

Always caring for his daughters

Youthful Keé:,e::: ul
Father Divine
Brilliant, Bold Avx;e;:me
Cooking, working, traveling :
He's the best Dad You are the best Dad!
Pa Happy Father’s Day
Happy Father's Day Lisette Vasquez

Valeria Mejia

Finding me a way out in bad
times
Afternoon, day, night, and
midnight,
no matter what he is there
Thankful for his life
Hyperactive every day
Enraged when his favorite boxers
lose a match
Right almost all the time
Saving me from the dangers of
the real world
Petermined to help you when
times are rough
A very supportive person
Young or old he will always be
himself
Pad
Protective, respected
Playing, sleeping, relaxing
Saving we from danger
PoPS

Dishawn Newton
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Community, Massport raise Gay Pride Flag at Piers Park Friday

By John Lynds

In honor of Gay Pride
month the community
joined Massport, state and
city officials in raising the
Gay Pride Rainbow Flag
at Piers Park last Friday
to show East Boston’s
continuing support for the
LGBTQ+ community.

For the first time in the
annual flag raising’s history
the community was joined
by the CEO of Massport.

Massport CEO Lisa
Wieland kicked off the
event saying it was an hon-
or for her to take part in the
annual event.

“I'm really pleased to
have the opportunity to
participate in tonight’s 9th
Annual Pride Flag Raising
ceremony,” said Wieland.
“As we all know, East Bos-
ton is one of the city’s most
diverse neighborhoods and
we know that East Boston
strives to be inclusive and
welcoming to all and the
flag here is just one sym-
bol of that. We at Massport
also strive to be diverse
and inclusive and so we
raise the flag not just here
at Piers Park but we also
raise the flag at all of our
facilities at Logan Airport,
at our airports in Worcester
and Hanscom and also at
our facilities in South Bos-
ton. So thank you again for

coming out to support the
LGBTQ+ community and
to celebrate June as Pride
Month.”

This year’s keynote
speaker was Eastie’s for-
mer Mayoral Liaison Je-
sus Garcia Mota who was
honored by the state and
city officials present at the
event.

“It feels weird to now
be on the other side and
receiving citations,” Mota
said. “I really wasn’t ex-
pecting to do this but being
with this group from East
Boston it feels like we are
family because that is what
we are in this neighbor-
hood, family.”

Mota said he considers
himself a very lucky per-
son who came to the US
from Mexico City in 2009
and was fortunate in 2014
to find such a welcoming,
diverse, accepting and spe-
cial neighborhood.

“I was born and raised in
Mexico City and came here
looking for a professional
opportunity and worked in
the Mexican consulate,”
he said. “Then in 2014 I
moved to East Boston and
realized this was a very,
very, very special neigh-
borhood. I love it. I love
everything about it. I have
the privilege to say that we
have people from every
part of the world and this

The Rainbow Flag is ready to be hoisted high above Eastie’s

waterfront.

is what I was looking for
when I moved to the Unit-
ed States. I was looking to
embrace the richness of the
United States and found a
place that embraces all the
cultures and all the people
from around the world.”

Mota said being a mem-
ber of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity he was a very lucky
person that he found accep-
tance from his family.

“I grew up in a country
that not necessarily sup-
ports gay people,” said
Mota. “I was very lucky
to have my family’s sup-
port from the beginning. I
remember perfectly when
I came out to my family I
was super nervous. I was
expecting that they were
going to kick me out of the
house. They’re going to
tell me that this is not what
they expected from me.”

Mota continued, “All of
us sat together at the table
and [ started crying. I re-
member because I was su-
per nervous and it was one
of the worst feelings that I
ever had. My sister calmed
me down, held my hand
and she said, “Jesus, relax.
We already know” and then
my father said he knew and
loved and supported me
and wanted to make sure I
knew that I’d always have
their love and support.”

Mota said at that mo-

ment his fear was turned
into the most amazing feel-
ing he ever had in his life.
“I think I'm a very lucky
person for that because
not every gay person has
that experience when they
come out,” he said. “So I
think the message 1 want
to deliver is that there are
so many kids out there who
don’t have the same sup-
port I had from their family.
But in neighborhoods like
East Boston you can find
support from the commu-
nity, from a teacher, from
a friend, from someone.
There are so many other
people out there that will
support you no matter what
so just be yourself and if
you need help or support
just approach someone.

Rep. Adrian Madaro during
Friday’s Gay Pride flag rais-
ing ceremony at Piers Park.

about being your authentic
self and celebrating every-
one in the LGBTQ+ com-
munity all the time and not
just for this one month. I
love you all and thank you
so much for your support.”

Jesus Garcia Mota deliv-
ered the keynote speech at
Friday’s ceremony.

Sen. Lydia Edwards ad-
dresses the crowd.

City Councilor Gabriela
Coletta.

Executive Director for the
Mayor’s Office of LGBTQ+
Advancement Quincy
Roberts.

From left, Massport CEO Lisa Wieland, Josue Espinoza, Quincy Roberts, Rep. Adrian
Madaro, Sen. Lydia Edwrds, Jesus Garcia Mota, City Councilor Gabriela Coletta and Celeste
Hewitt.

WINTHROP MARKETPLACE

L WINTHROP MARKETPLACE _

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made

SALE DAYS THURSDAY

Chocesy
X4 -d

Great grocery specials

Chobani Greek Yogurt & Flips

10/7410.00

JUNE 16TH 2022 THROUGH WEUNESDAY JUNE 22Np 2022

_Peat

"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Gamily Pack Specials
Assorted Bone-In Pork Chops .................... 41.991b

Top Sirloin Shell Steak............ccocvcveevniunncn. $599 Ib
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks........................ $1.09 Ib

Pillsbury Flour 5 Ib bag 2/46.00
Knorr Rice or Pasta Sides 4/55.00
V-8 Splash 64 oz 2/44.00
Heinz KEEChUP......coiuieiiiciicceee i $3.99
Best Yt K-Cups ..o $3.99
General Mills Cinnamon Toast Crunch Cereal

2/46.00
2/4300
2/44.00
95/43.00
2/43.00
4/45.00
Sara Lee Cheese Cake .........covvvveeveeercrrnrerenenens $599
Cracker Barrel Cheese (ex: cracker cuts)....2/$9.00
Best Yet Shredded Cheese 2/45.00

PRakesy

Our Own Oatmeal Raisin Cookies....................... $449
Olive Oil & Herb Focaccia Bread.......................... $449
B PEACK Pl enenes $6.99

Best Yet Corned Beef...............coeeueeeuneen.. $799 Ib
Russer Canadian Maple Ham ...................... $6.99 [b
Great Lakes Mozzarella Cheese................... $5.99 Ib
Mrs. Resslers Buffalo Turkey Breast.......... $8.99 b

Natural Casing Hot Dogs...........cccevuvververunenne. 4799 Ib

Pooduce.

Tropical Mangoes

The crowd that gathered at Friday’s ceremony at Poers Park

in honor of Gay Pride Month. i
2/48.00

2/4700

Bob Evans Side Dishes

Al Fresco Chicken Sausage Patties

Best Yet Apple Juice 64 oz

Best Yet Peanut Butter

Best Yet Single Box Macaroni & Cheese
Best Yet Waffles

Swanson's Pot Pies Chicken or Turkey

A
T

Friday, June 17th through Sunday June 19th

pugludl g y2oll fls yholl

MOROCCAN
FESTIVAL

YOUR GATEWAY TO THE KINGDOM OF MOROCCO

BAKERY "while supplies last"

Ciabatta Bread..........ccccoevvvvereriveresiererennnns $3.59
DELI

Best Yet Roast Beef........ccoevvvvrereverccnnnn $9.99 b
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad......................... $799 Ib
PRODUCE

Suad Amjahdi
Sweet & Crunchy Premium Red Seedless Grapes

.......................................................................... 4199 1b
7/43.99

Hioaesses T Ates”
Fresh Butter & Sugar Sweet Corn
MEAT

T-Bone or Porterhouse Steaks................... $9.99 Ib
Marinated Pork LoiN..........cccoevevevuereesrscnennns $6.99 Ib
GROCERY

Chicken of the Sea Solid White Canned Tuna

10/410.00
Kemps Frozen Yogurt..............cuccinineuncs 4399

4/4%.00
Southern Sweet & Juicy Peaches................. $1.89 b
Fresh & Crisp Green Bell Peppers.................. $1.89 b
Super Select Cucumbers..............occevcuceenien. £0.69
Natures Finest All Purpose Russet Potatoes

$2.99

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP ¢ (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm
Not responsible for typographical errors.
By 5o We have the right to limit quantities.

g° 107 Newhall St, Revere, MA 02151 i

Whelan Elementary School

INFO@MACIR.ORG WWW.MOROCCANFESTIVAL.COM

O Tne VEEE: REVERE, (@ ©rooce

781-808-4934
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Photos & Story by Marianne Salza

East Boston High
School (EBHS) gathered
at the Hyatt Regency Bos-

Niah and Kenzie.

ns

-faMLb/ for
4 gener.

To open yours, visit any Metro location.

THE EAST BOSTON TIMES-FREE PRESS
EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL 2022 PROM

ton Harbor hotel for their-
prom on June 9. Students,
like Anthony Holman,
captain of the basketball

team -- who looked for-
ward to dancing with his
partner -- enjoyed being
formally dressed and par-

PRE-TRIP CHECKLIST

1 BRAKES

1 TIRE ALIGNMENT 1 OIL CHANGE

— INSPECTION SERVICE STATION —
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8AM TO 5PM

°781-284-4675

OPEN-MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM | 88 BROADWAY REVERE

GUARANTEED
RATE FOR YOUR
PEACE OF MIND

Take advantage of our limited-time CD specials!

15 Month
(D Special

18 Month
(D Special

24 Month
(D Special

77 METRO

CREDIT UNION

Chelsea | Boston | Burlington | Dorchester | Framingham | Lawrence | Lynn | Medford
Melrose | Newton | Peabody | Reading | Salem | Tewksbury | West Roxbury

MetroCU.org | 877.MY.METRO

Insured by NCUA | Member MSIC *Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 04.14.2022 and subject to change at any time without
notice. Minimum to open and earn APY is $500.00.A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawals. Fees may reduce earnings. Account
requires new money only; an additional $5,000.00 must be added to funds transferred from existing Metro Credit Union accounts to satisfy
this requirement. Visit MetroCU.org for current rates, terms and account requirements.

tying with classmates be-
fore graduation.

“It feels amazing spend-
ing time with friends;

especially after Covid,”
said Anthony, who will be
attending Massasoit Com-
munity College. “I am cel-

Wednesday, June 15,2022

ebrating my years of high
school because I’ve been
here since 7th grade. East
Boston is a special place.”

Jose Landaverde, Kevin Argueta, Luis Pefia, Victor Moreno, and Isaiah Funes.

Laura Cardenas, Camilo Su-
ares, and Karima Benkirane.

Jose Besednjak, Matthew Crystal, Keyla Rodriguez, and

Brian Lemus.

Chris Frazier, Gianna Troville, Brittany Elliott, and Anthony Carino.
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Five Eastie public schools receive
EdVestors Arts Expansion Grants

By John Lynds

Five East Boston pub-
lic schools will continue
to receive arts education
by partnering with local
music and performing arts
agencies thanks to a grant
from EdVestors.

The five Eastie schools
were among 66 Boston
Public Schools to receive
EdVestors Arts Expansion
Grants totaling $455,000.

The Eastie schools to
share in this latest round
of funding from EdVes-
tors are Adams Elemen-
tary, Bradley Elementary,
East Boston High School,
McKay K-8, and the Uma-
na Academy.

Throughout the
2022/2023 Zumix, East-
ie’s premier music and
performing arts nonprofit,
will work with students at
the Bradley, East Boston
High, McKay and Uma-
na to expand musical arts
at the school while the
Community Music Center
of Boston will work with
students at the Adams.

Finally, I Learn Amer-
ica and Mass Poetry will
also be at the Umana to
expand art opetunities at
the school.

“Arts education enables

students to express them-
selves and succeed in ways
they often don’t in other
subjects, and is a powerful
motivator for students to
want to attend and engage
at school,” said Presi-
dent & CEO of EdVestors
Marinell ~ Rousmaniere.
“We couldn’t have made
this much progress with-
out our committed funders
and dedicated partners
who continue to support
our mission of increasing
equitable access to quali-
ty arts education for all of
Boston’s public schools
students.”

Rousmaniere said since
2009, these grants have
helped increase the num-
ber of students receiving
arts education in Boston
by 17,000 annually by
providing more oppor-
tunities for students to
become involved in the
arts. The grants were an-
nounced as part of the an-
nual BPS Citywide Arts
Festival, which returned
to the Boston Common in
person for the first time in
three years.

“These grants are es-
sential in ensuring that
high-quality arts educa-
tion will continue to be
accessible to Boston Pub-

lic Schools students,” said
Boston School Committee
Chair Jeri Robinson. “We
all know how import-
ant in-person learning is,
which is why this year’s
event on the Common was
such a great opportunity to
help our youth re-engage
with the community and
showcase the magic that
comes from being back
in the classroom inspiring
one another through the
arts.”

Robinson added that
BPS Arts Expansion is
marking its 13th year, hav-
ing built a partnership that
has continued to improve
access to quality and eq-
uitable arts education for
all students. “This collab-
orative effort has allowed
Boston to emerge as a
leader in arts education,”
she said. “BPS arts teach-
ers working in partnership
with  community-based
teaching artists and orga-
nizations have made this
work possible. The initia-
tive continues to focus on
expanding access to equi-
table arts education and
deepening arts experienc-
es, while building systems
to sustain a high level of
arts education long into
the future.”

Eastie’s weekly COVID positive test-rate drops

By John Lynds

With East Boston’s
weekly COVID positive
test rates continuing to
slowly drop week after
week the Massachusetts
Department of Public
Health (MassDPH) an-
nounced an update to its
statewide mask advisory.

The updated policy
now puts mask wearing
in the hands of individuals
regardless of vaccination
status. However, all peo-
ple in the state, regardless
of vaccination status, are
required to continue wear-
ing masks or face cover-
ings in certain settings,
including in health care
facilities.

“To protect friends and
family members, residents
are reminded that getting
a vaccine and booster re-
main the best way to pro-
tect against serious illness
or hospitalization from
COVID-19,” said Pub-
lic Health Commissioner
Margret Cooke. “Based

MVES commiits to justice

June 15 marks World
Elder Abuse Awareness
Day, a time to bring at-
tention to this critical is-
sue affecting older adults
worldwide. Elder abuse
can include physical,
emotional, sexual, care-
giver neglect, self-neglect,
and financial exploitation.
It impacts seniors from all
walks of life.

The International Net-
work for the Prevention of
Elder Abuse and the World
Health Organization at
the United Nations (UN)
launched the first World
Elder Abuse Awareness
Day (WEAAD) on June
15, 2006 in an effort to
unite communities around
the world in raising aware-
ness about elder abuse.
WEAAD serves as a call-
to-action for our commu-
nities to raise awareness
about abuse, neglect, and

on our nation-leading vac-
cination efforts, DPH now
recommends that Massa-
chusetts residents have the
option to make a personal
choice about wearing a
mask or face covering in
indoor settings regardless
of vaccination status.”

MassDPH  continues
to advise masks for indi-
viduals with a weakened
immune system, those at
increased risk for severe
disease because of age
or underlying conditions,
or who have a household
member with a weakened
immune system and at in-
creased risk.

Last week, 1,043 Eastie
residents were tested for
the virus last week and 9.5
percent were positive--this
was a 8.6 percent decrease
from the 10.4 percent that
tested positive as reported
by the BPHC on June 6.

Ninety nine additional
Eastie residents contract-
ed the virus between June
6 and June 13 there have
now been 15,765 con-

exploitation of elders,
and reaffirm our country’s
commitment to the princi-
ple of justice for all.

Elder abuse is wide-
spread. Every year an
estimated 1 in 10 older
Americans are victims of
elder abuse, neglect, or ex-
ploitation. And that’s only
part of the picture: Experts
believe that elder abuse
is significantly under-re-
ported, in part because so
many of our communities
lack the social supports
that would make it eas-
ier for those who expe-
rience abuse to report it.
Research suggests that as
few as 1 in 14 cases of el-
der abuse come to the at-
tention of authorities.

Mystic  Valley Elder
Services Protective Ser-
vices Department plays a
proactive role in address-
ing elder abuse by not only

firmed cases in the neigh-
borhood since the start of
the pandemic.

Boston’s citywide
weekly positive test rate
stayed the same last week
with 13,924 residents test-
ed citywide and 9.5 per-
cent testing positive for
COVID positive.

The statistics released
by the BPHC as part of its
weekly COVIDI9 report
breaks down the number
of cases and infection
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down
the number of cases by
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases
of coronavirus increased
0.7 percent last week and
went from 190,394 to
191,740 confirmed cases
since the start of the pan-
demic.

There were four addi-
tional deaths in Boston
from the virus in the past
week and the total number
of COVID deaths is now
at 1,478.

on WEAAD

investigating cases but by
proactively offering edu-
cation and trainings in the
11 communities served.
MVES has developed a
strong rapport with man-
dated reporters of elder
abuse such as police of-
ficers and hospitals. The
agency also educates se-
niors themselves by offer-
ing seminars and resourc-
es. The goal is to build
awareness while enabling
seniors to remain safe and
independent living in the
community.

If you suspect elder
abuse of a loved one or
are being abused your-
self, please call the state’s
Elder Abuse Hotline at
1-800-922-2275 or file on-
line at https://www.mass.
gov/how-to/report-el-
der-abuse.

Www.cancer.org

For more information and answers to any of your cancer
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

1.800.ACS.2345

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a
| year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to
|\ ¥ Dbe cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available.

Hope.Progress.Answers.®

é\merican
) Cancer
{ Society®

ExceL AcapEmy NEWS

EXCEL ACADEMY
RANKED TOP
PUBLIC HIGH
SCHOOL

Earlier this year, Excel
Academy High School
was ranked in the top 3%
of public high schools
nationwide by the U.S.
News and World Report.
The U.S. News Best High
Schools rankings include
data on nearly 24,000
public high schools in 50
states and the District of
Columbia. Nearly 18,000
schools were ranked on
six factors based on their
performance on state as-
sessments and how well
they prepare students for
college.

“Excel Academy pre-
pared me for my future in
so many aspects. I believe
I got a great education
here. I was able to choose
classes I was interested in.
For me, it was computer
science, which was of-
fered all four years,” said
graduating senior Kevin
Caballero, who is headed
to Dartmouth College in
the fall. “Excel Academy
prepared me emotionally
and mentally. It taught me
how to connect with oth-
ers and how to ask for re-
sources when I need them.
They taught me how to get
a great education and have
fun.”

“Receiving national
recognition for our stu-
dents’ accomplishments
validates the hard work
invested every day by
our students, teachers,
counselors, and admin-
istrators,” said Head of
School, Sarah Stuntz.
“Our collaborative efforts
to ensure our students suc-
ceed in their post-second-
ary goals are paying off in
big ways.”

Excel Academy High
School was ranked the
16th top public high
school in Massachusetts,
outperforming many
nearby suburban districts.
Moreover, Excel Acade-
my was rated the top open
enrollment, nonselec-
tive public high school in
Boston and ranked #4 in
Massachusetts for college
readiness.

Excel Academy has an
eight-person College Ac-
cess and Postsecondary
Success team that supports
all students to develop and
attain their postsecondary

goals beginning in fifth
grade all the way through
their sixth year as an alum
of our schools.

EXCEL ACADEMY
HIGH SCHOOL'S
GRADUATING
SENIORS PAY IT

FORWARD

On June 13, Excel
Academy Charter High
School celebrated its out-
going seniors during their
annual Senior Signing Day
ceremony. The event cele-
brated the hard work of
Excel Academy’s seniors
and served as an opportu-
nity to proudly share their
post-graduation plans.

This year’s seniors were
admitted to more than 45
colleges, including North-
eastern University, Tufts
University, Brandeis Uni-
versity and Dartmouth
College, and cumulatively
received  approximately
$3 million in scholarships.

During the celebration,
all 157 graduating seniors
were surprised with a
$1,000 gift, $500 of which
was to be offered by the
recipients to someone
that uplifted them in their
greatest time of need, ul-
timately making it possi-
ble for them to reach this
milestone.

The “pay-it-forward”
gift was initiated by Excel
Academy’s Board Chair,
Co-Founder and CEO of
AGC Partners, Ben Howe,
and his wife Janet Howe.
“A strong network is one
of the most valuable re-
sources students from Ex-
cel Academy walk away
with,” said Ben Howe.
“This network relies on
all its members to give as
much as they receive. This
gift is a tangible token of
the spirit of giving that is
at the core of this unique
school community.”

This graduating class
persevered through count-
less personal obstacles
and local and national
tragedies by leaning on
the thing they’ve been cul-
tivating over the course of
many years; community.

“We know that attain-
ing a milestone as signif-
icant as graduation is not
a solo feat, but rather a
collective endeavor,” said
Sarah Stuntz, Head of
School at Excel Academy
High School. “This is why

we assemble intentional
support groups for every
single student composed
of the most trusted people
in their lives— their fami-
lies, their teachers, their
friends. These are the peo-
ple we tap to empathize,
encourage and celebrate
each student during piv-
otal moments on their
journey to achieving their
unique postsecondary
goals.”

Excel Academy senior
Zahra Aljiboury planned
on sharing her gift with
her mother. “She’s my
biggest supporter and this
is just the beginning of
many future gifts.”

On this rare occasion,
when many members of
the Excel Academy com-
munity were convened,
graduation speaker and
member of the class of
2022, Ismael Ramon
beckoned classmates to
continue in this legacy.
“Now to the younger au-
dience,” Ramon said. “ I
ask that you be your great-
est self and a best friend to
someone who needs your
support.”

Founded in 2003, Excel
Academy Charter Schools
is a network of four char-
ter public schools — three
middle schools and one
high school — serving ap-
proximately 1,400 stu-
dents from East Boston
and Chelsea. Excel Acad-
emy’s mission is to pre-
pare students for the fu-
ture, help them apply their
learning to solve relevant
problems, and encourage
them to engage produc-
tively in their communi-
ties. From the start, Excel
Academy has been com-
mitted to the long-term
success of its students,
with a College Access and
Post-secondary ~ Support
(CAPS) team of eight full-
time staff members pro-
viding robust support and
counseling services to stu-
dents and alumni. CAPS
team members provide
programming and coordi-
nate college trips for Ex-
cel students starting from
the moment they walk
in our doors in 5th grade
and continue for up to six
years after Excel students
graduate high school, as
students pursue their re-
spective  post-secondary
endeavors. For more in-
formation, visit www.ex-
celacademy.org.

Al’ rest // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The charging statute
provides for a mandatory

prison, at least four years
of supervised release, and

federal district court judge
based upon the U.S. Sen-

minimum sentence of five a fine of $5 million. Sen- tencing Guidelines and
years and up to 40 years in  tences are imposed by a other statutory factors.
Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Wright, Jenna M (lippership Condo LLC 5 Lishon St #302 $304,400
Rihl, Stacie Herrera, Paola R 10 Orleans St #104 $630,000
Ghosh, Sourobh Trichilo Development LLC 37 Horace St #303 $625,000
Oliveros, Michael Saleh, Yosmin 37 Horace St #201 $730,000
Gamm, Geoffrey Degaetano, Michael 68 Marginal St #A $716,000
Langh, Allison B Nulty, Thomas M 99 Gove St #14 $769,000
Allen, Matthew 101-105 Condor Street LL 101 Condor St #401 $695,000
Kelley, Brian T 125 Saratoga Street LLC 125 Saratoga St #2 $689,000
Sandperl, Joseph Cui, Yuwei 149 Webster St #2 §520,000
lompietro, Mark J Siegel, Adom M 170 Lexington St #4 §750,000
Halpert, Albena D Maldonado, Jesus E 212 Princeton St $830,000
274 Princeton LLC 274 Princeton Street IRT 274 Princeton St $999,000
Kontou, Georgina Gover, Jesse M 285 Princeton St #2 $552,000
Pali, Erik Meridian Street RT 405-407A Meridian St $1,850,000

37 MAVERICK SQUARE ® EAST BOSTON ® 617/561-4495
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OBITUARIES

Frances Sciortino
A devoted mother, first and foremost

Family and friends are
respectfully invited to at-
tend a funeral in Vazza’s
“Beechwood” Funeral
Home, 262 Beach St.,
Revere today, June 15
at 10 a.m. for Frances A.
(Esposito) Sciortino who
passed away peacefully on
Friday, June 10 surround-
ed by her loving family
at Atria Marland Place in
Andover following a long
battle with Alzheimers.
She was 83 years old. A
Funeral Mass at 11 a.m.
in St. Anthony of Padua
Church, 250 Revere St.,
Revere will be imme-
diately followed by En-
tombment in Woodlawn
Community Mausoleum,
Everett.

Frances was a born
in Boston to Thomas J.
and Anna (Porcaro) Es-
posito. She was raised in
East Boston, educated in
Boston Public Schools
and was a graduate of
East Boston High School,
Class of 1956.

Frances was the devot-
ed mother of four children,
first and foremost. When
her children were of age,
she returned to the work-
force and was reception-
ist for WilmerHale Law
Firm in Boston, where she
worked on the 31st floor
for 16 years.

Frances lived almost
her entire life in East Bos-
ton before moving to Dan-
vers with her son, in 2020.
She was an incredible
baker, enjoyed listening
to her favorite music and
dancing. She would make
many beautiful ceramic

creations for all the people
she loved.

The loving mother of
Ann Marie Giangregorio
and her husband, Patsy of
Billerica, Salvatore Sci-
ortino, Jr. and his wife,

Caroline of Danvers,
Rosemary Hughes and her
husband, Kenneth of Con-
necticut and Dawn Marie
DeVito and her husband,
Richard of Billerica, she
is the cherished and proud
grandmother of Matthew
and his wife, Lyndsay,
Nicholas and Julie Ann
Giangregorio, Crista and
Salvatore, III Sciortino,
Tyler and Christopher
Hughes, Richard Jr. and
Samantha DeVitto and
adored great grandmother
of Luca and Robert Gi-
angregorio and the dear
sister of Thomas Esposi-
to and his wife of Dan-
vers. She is also lovingly
survived by nephews,
great-nieces and great-
nephews.

In lieu of flowers, re-
membrances may be made
to The Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation alz.org. For online
guest book and condo-
lences please visit: www.
vazzafunerals.com.
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Funeral Home
262 Beach St Revere
(781) 284-1127

Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral

@ww.vazzaﬂnemls.coy

VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM
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VERTUCCIO & SMITH

HOME FOR FUNERALS. INC.

Danny S. Smith

773 Broadway
Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 2847756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com
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336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com
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Anthony Carrillo

A most selfless, generous person to the

people he loved most in life

Anthony J. Carrillo, of
Melrose, formerly of East
Boston, passed away on
June 9. He was only 71
years of age.

Tony “Chan” loved
gambling, golfing, ca-
sinos and managing his
grandson’s poker career.
He was the most selfless,
generous person to the
people he loved most in
his life and he went above
and beyond to do any-
thing for them. You would
find him at Melrose Din-
er most mornings and at
Grimsby‘s most evenings.
He loved spending time
at home watching Shark
Tank and Chicago PD
with his dog, Lexi sitting
on his lap, who he adored.
He was predeceased by
his English Bulldog “Jor-
dan “ who was his con-
stant companion and he
fondly remembered and
mentioned every day.

Tony was the loving fa-
ther of Gina M. Cristallini
and Christopher R. Carril-
lo, both of Melrose, devot-
ed son of the late Salvatore
and Clara (Amodeo) Car-
rillo, grandfather of Anto-
nio and Michela Cristallini
and Christopher Jr., Nich-
olas and Daniel Carrillo;
great grandfather of Gio,
Angello and Lorenzo;

brother of Rudy Carrillo,
Ronnie Carrillo, Robbie
Carrillo, Kim Carrillo and
the late Johnny Carrillo.
He is also survived by
many nieces, nephews and
friends.

Visitation was held at
the Gately Funeral Home,
79 W. Foster St. Mel-
rose on Tuesday, June 14
from 4 to 8 p.m. Family
and friends may gather
at the funeral home to-
day, Wednesday morning,
June 15 from 8:30 to 9:30
a.m. with a Mass of Chris-
tian Burial at St. Mary’s
Church, 9 Herbert St.,
Melrose, at 10 a.m.. Inter-
ment at Wyoming Ceme-
tery in Melrose. To send
a message of condolence,
please visit www.gatelyfh.
com.

Salvatore Mellone

Of Revere, formerly of East Boston

Salvatore “Sam” Mel-
lone of Revere, formerly
of East Boston, passed
away on Sunday, June 12.

The beloved husband of
Joanne (Cordwell) Mel-
lone, he was the devoted
father of Robin Vasquez
and her husband, James
and Maria Mellone-Ma-
caluso and her husband
John, all of Revere and the
late Ricky Cordwell; dear
brother of the late Vincent
“Jimmy” Mellone, Mi-
chael Mellone and Con-
cetta Scavo and loving
grandfather to Nicholas,
Mia and Mason Macalu-
so. He is also survived by
many loving nieces and
nephews.

Family and friends
will honor Sam’s life by

Novena to the Sacred Heart
Dear Heart of Jesus, In
the past | have asked
for many favours. This
time | ask for this
special one. (mention
it) Take it, Dear Heart
Of Jesus, and place it
within Your own broken
heart where Your
Father will see it. Then
in his merciful eyes it
will become Your
favour, not mine. Amen
LN

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of
$150.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485:0588

gathering at the Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home,
971 Saratoga Street, East
Boston on Monday, June
20 from 4 to 8 p.m. and
again Tuesday morning at
8:30 a.m. before leaving
in procession to Sacred
Heart Church, East Bos-
ton for a Funeral Mass
celebrating Sam’s life
at 10 a.m. Services will
conclude with Sam being
laid to rest in Woodlawn
Cemetery, Everett. In lieu
of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made in
Sam’s name to the Na-
tional Pancreatic Cancer
Foundation, NPCF, P.O.
Box 1848, Longmont, CO
80502.

Visit eastietimes.com

/ Birthday Remembrance

Rich Ford

June 19, 1980 - June 19, 2022

As each day passes, we miss
you more and more, but today,
on your birthday we miss you

On this day that honors you, we
pray that the Heavens above
are rejoicing in your name, and
also reminding you of how very

We will never forget you and
how much you mean to us.

We Love You and Miss You Very Much
Dad, Mom and Jennifer

.

the most.

special you are to us.

-
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dents as well as continu-
ing ferry service between
Eastie and Boston.

“With thirty-six week-
end closures and a contin-
uous four-month closure
next year, this project will
have major impacts on the
people who live and work
in the neighborhoods that
rely on the tunnel,” wrote
Wu in the letter. “The
impact will not only be
felt on the highways, but
also on local streets near
the Sumner and along al-
ternative routes. Travel
between East Boston and
Downtown will be dis-
rupted, and the resulting
congestion is likely to im-
pact emergency response
and bus service. In addi-
tion to the transportation
impacts, the nature of the
construction work is like-
ly to be disruptive to res-
idents in East Boston and
the North End who live
near the tunnel.”

While Wu said her
Administration and her
elected colleagues repre-
senting the neighborhood
appreciate the mitigation
measures MassDOT has
already committed to—
including greening and
beautifying the tunnel
portals, extending toll dis-
counts for tunnel commu-
nities to the Tobin Bridge,
and undertaking efforts
to minimize noise, vibra-
tion, dust, and pests—more
needs to be done.

“However, we believe
that additional steps are
needed to address the im-
pacts of this project on our
neighborhoods,” wrote
Wu. “Alongside toll dis-
counts, MassDOT should
direct project mitigation
funds to the MBTA to
provide free fares on the
Blue Line whenever the
tunnel is closed. This will
encourage people to use
transit rather than drive on
alternate routes and will

reduce the financial
strain on residents. Fare
gates should be opened
along the entire line so
that residents are not bur-
dened with enrolling in a
special pass program.”

Wu also called for re-
suming the ferry service
that successfully ran be-
tween Eastie and Boston
during a two week closure
of the Blue Line by the
MBTA in May.

“This service, which
was successfully pilot-
ed during the recent Blue
Line disruptions, should
be continued throughout
the upcoming tunnel clo-
sures,” she wrote. “We
support the $1 million in
funding secured by the
Massachusetts Legislature
to expand ferry service.
Offering weekday and
weekend ferry service pri-
or to the full closure next
summer will help people
adjust their travel patterns
to incorporate water trans-
portation and can serve as
a “dry run” for potential
permanent service.”

Wu also called for
MassDOT to ensure ade-
quate capacity on the Blue

Line, Silver Line, and
116/117 bus.
“MassDOT and the

MBTA should assess ca-
pacity of the Blue and
Silver Lines to handle
increased ridership and
increased congestion
along the Silver Line
and 116/117 bus routes,”
wrote Wu. “A plan should
be put in place to increase
capacity if needed, es-
pecially during the full

shutdown in 2023. Many
residents of East Boston,
Chelsea, and Revere rely
on early morning service
on the 116/117 bus to get
to work, often by trans-
ferring to the subway at
Haymarket at the start of
service. These buses will
be rerouted during the
closure and the MBTA
should make schedule ad-
justments to ensure that
timely connections can
still be made.”

To  further encour-
age MBTA ridership Wu
called on MassDOT’s
parking lot near the Wood
Island station to be opened
for use by East Boston res-
idents. In addition, Mass-
DOT should look for oth-
er opportunities to secure
parking near Blue Line
stations.

Wu would also like to
see MassDOT work with
Massport to reduce airport
car traffic.

“Reducing car trips to
and from Logan Airport
will help manage conges-
tion in the Ted Williams
Tunnel,” Wu wrote. “We
would like to see more
substantial collaboration
with Massport, including
outreach, traveler and em-
ployee incentives, and en-
hanced transit, including
Logan Express service.”

Aside from MassDOT
focicials at previous com-
munity meetings lead-
ing up to the start of the
project that MassDOT is
“working with” emergen-
cy agencies and “plan-
ning” for emergency sit-
uations no one in Eastie
has seen a concrete plan.
At a press availability
with MassDOT officials
last week there were calls
for Eastie residents to be
provided with a solidified
plan of emergency vehicle
routes, designated hospi-
tals that will be used, and
projected travel times for
emergency vehicles to
Downtown during rush
hour when the tunnel is
closed.

“We are gravely con-
cerned about the impact
of the tunnel closures
on emergency response
times, especially for those
in need of urgent trans-
portation to a hospital,”
wrote Wu. “To address
these concerns, MassDOT
should share a detailed
plan for ambulance access
across the harbor and the
steps taken to ensure that
precious minutes are not
lost in a medical emer-
gency.”

Wu also called for
MassDOT to fund an
overnight shift for Eastie’s
second EMS unit, which
currently operates 16
hours/day. This will sup-
port adequate coverage
when transport time for
patients increases due to
tunnel closure and allow
proactive positioning of
EMS units. Wu added that
MassDOT should also es-
tablish a real-time link be-
tween the Highway Oper-
ations Center and Boston
EMS dispatch to provide
alerts on severe conges-
tion or incidents in the Ted
Williams Tunnel when the
Sumner Tunnel is closed.

Wu’s letter was signed
by State Representative’s
Adrian Madaro, Jessica
Giannino of Revere, Jeff
Turco of Winthrop, State
Senator Lydia Edwars,
Boston City Councilors
Gabriela Coletta and Ed
Flynn and Revere Mayor
Brian Arrigo.

For Advertising Rates,
Call 617-884-2416
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Orient Heights Neigh-
borhood Council meeting
is on Monday, June 20.

Location: Zoom

Meeting starts at 6:30
pm, but the Zoom link will
open at 6 pm to get accli-
mated. The meeting will be
recorded.

Agenda

* Announcements &
General Presentations

Public Safety

Sergeant Joe Cintolo
or Officer Tom Domenico
and Officer Mosley pro-
vide an update on activity
for Boston Police District
A-T.

Liz Meyer with Open
Space and Recreation Plan

e Development Presen-
tations & Vote

972 Saratoga Street - La
Fonda Restaurant is seek-
ing a permanent live enter-
tainment license.

They had an abutters
meeting on April 12th.

New name, new owner-
ship, since Spring of last
year, on a temp license

Issue for sound

Has been operating on a
temp license for a year

Will have live music
sometimes until lam

Weds and Friday-Sun

There will be decibel
monitoring

e 100-102
Street

Beachview

Presentation

Deric Small

Variances: Lot width,
Building height, Front

Yard, Side Yard, Rear Yard,
Duplex, 2 levels
Forbidden use
Condos proposed
Abutters meeting in

May

Property is zoned 1F,
wanting to turn it into 2F

Majority 1F neighbor-
hood

5 Breed Street - Seek-
ing to erect a new building
with 4 residential units.

Presentation

Variances seeking: FAR,
Height, Parking

Jeff Drago, Drago and

Toscano

Remove curb cut, adds a
parking space on the street

Slab on grade - no dig-
ging

No patios, rear roof deck
(based on rear abutter feed-
back)

Letter of support from
rear abutter and from right/
left abutter (rear abutter
sold property being dis-
cussed)

Asking for no parking
sticker for building resi-
dents in writing

e Adjournment

Old Business / New
Business / General Com-
munity Updates

Have news you’d like to

* Revere * Everett * Winthrop ¢ Lynn ¢ East Boston ¢ Chelsea * Charlestown

CHRLESTONN 1

EAST
BOSTON

i

Call:

Fax:

781-485-0588
781-485-1403

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified

More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week

REAL ESTATE
Sales ¢ Rentals

Land » Commercial
RECRUITMENT
Professional * Medical
General  Services

* Auto Sales * Yard Sales
 Miscellaneous

APARTMENT FOR RENT HELP WANTED FOR SALE

Winthrop, Bellevue ave,
2nd floor, 3 bedroom,

1 bath, No pets, Off st
parking

$1875 month + security

n WORK & GET
+ (.1|| utilities PAID SAME DAY!
AilbJuly st 1eyp squigp,
Send apps via emailto ey e AND CON
1776btown@gmail.com  rpyyeion joBs w/
or call 781-426-5459. Trades Labor Corp.
154 Meridian Street

VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

gg'] ZE;Si Boston A BOAT FOR SALE life preservers in-
617.981-1877 BOS- 14' Dura Nautic ~ cluded. No leaks,
TON@TRADESLABOR. aluminum boat ~ paint is chipped
COM with 15 hors; ; (S)r;;g:;de Asking
mercury outboar contact
APPLY TODAY. with less than 100 reggiedufour@
hours use, runs comcast.net

like new. Trailer
6 years old and

ORIENT HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

share? Excited about a new
effort in the neighborhood?
Feel free to share any com-
ments, feedback, updates,
etc. during this time.

The OHNC is currently
looking for a new board to
take over all roles (Presi-
dent, Vice President, and
Secretary) as the current
board terms are coming to
a close this July.

If you are thinking of
running for the board feel
free to contact any current
board members with ques-
tions.

Nomination of officers
will be accepted at the
June 20th 2022 meeting
with nominations allowed

in written or verbal form at
that time.

Elections for the new
board will be held at the
July 18th 2022 meeting

New officer duties will
commence at the Septem-
ber 2022 meeting

The next OHNC De-
sign Review Committee
meeting will be held on
Thursday, July 7th, 2022 at
6:00pm.

The next OHNC meet-
ing will be held on Mon-
day, July 18th, 2022 at
6:30pm.

Visit www.ohnc.org for
meeting information and
protocol.

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE fioner Michael Vacchio of
COMMONWEALTH Lynn, MA
OF MASSACHUSETTS A Will has been admitted
THE TRIAL COURT to informal probate.
PROBATE AND Michael Vacchio of Lynn,
FAMILY COURT MA has been informally
Suffolk Division appointed as the Person-
INFORMAL PROBATE al Representative of the
PUBLICATION estate fo serve without
NOTICE surety on the bond.
Docket No. The estate is being ad-
SU22P0948EA ministered under infor-
Estate of: mal procedure by the
Thomas Stack Personal Representative
Also Known As: under the Massachusetts
Thomas P. Stack Uniform Probate Code
Date of Death: without supervision by
6/17/2020 the Court. Inventory and
To all persons inferested ~ Gccounts are not required
in the above captioned to be filed with the Court,
esfate by Pefition of Pefi-  but inferested parties are

entitled fo notice regard-

For

ing the administration
from the Personal Repre-
sentative and can petition
the Court in any matter
relating fo the estate,
including distribution of
assets and expenses of
administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled

to petition the Court

to institute formal pro-
ceedings and to obtain
orders terminafing or
restricting the powers of
Personal Representatives
appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the
Pefition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the

Petitioner.
6/15/22
EB
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Eastie Farm, community honors outgomg manager

By John Lynds

Three years ago Alex
Graora was looking for
an AmeriCorps job online
from his home in Cleveland,
Ohio and stumbled upon an
opportunity to work for an
upstart community farm in
East Boston.

Intrigued by the descrip-
tion of Eastie Farm and its
mission in the neighbor-
hood and reached out to
Eastie Farm Founder and
Director Kannan Thiruven-
gadam.

“I had a conversation
with Kannan for about two
hours and then three days
later I moved all my stuff
from Cleveland to here,”
said Graora.

That was in October
of 2019 but Graora never
imagined five months later
his work for Eastie Farm
would become one of the
most important jobs he’s
ever had as the COVID
pandemic hit the neighbor-
hood particularly hard.

“Before the pandemic
we were working in local
schools and teaching about
sustainable farming every
Wednesday and Friday,”

explained Graora. “Be-
tween that we would have
our volunteers at the Eastie
Farm gardens working and
doing some capital projects
over at the Sumner Street
location.”

But when the pandemic
hit Eastie Farms, like many
other nonprofit agencies in
the area, was forced to re-
invent themselves to deal
with the sea of humanity
dealing with joblessness
and food insecurity.

“That’s when our food
service really started to take
off,” he said.

Soon Graora and East-
ie Farm’s staff and volun-
teers were delivering 5,000
meals a week to Eastie resi-
dents in need.

“I was sort of the man on
the ground while Kannan
was organizing our relief
efforts behind the scenes,”
said Graora. “When 1 first
started in 2019 1 probably
met five to 10 regular East-
ie Farm volunteers but as
soon as the pandemic start-
ed and the food service be-
gan we had tents set up and
dozens of people coming
down everyday to help us
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ALL DAY

DELIVERY
East Boston, Chelsea,
Revere, Everett
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Call to order:617-569-3400
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deliver food to the hundreds
of people that were coming
daily. There were an insane
amount of people. I met so
many good people and that
really opened up East Bos-
ton to me.”

Graora, who will be
moving to Philadelphia to
be closer to family, said he
could have never imagined
the impact Eastie Farm
would have when he first
signed up for the job.

“I guess you never really
know what to expect when
you accept any job but I
could never have predicted
what ended up happening
in 2020,” said Graora. “I
feel really proud of what
we’ve done. When I came
in we had one function-
ing garden and to see it go
from three full time people
to the 10 part time staffer
and four full time staffers
today complete with East-
ie Farms’s new greenhouse
is great. Eastie Farm has
really grown as a nonprof-
it outside of all the food
service work that we’ve
done during the pandemic.
I’ll look back on my time
here really fondly. We’ve
accomplished a lot and
when people remind me I
was only here for two and
a half years, it really felt
like a much longer time. It
is bittersweet to be leaving.
I mean, the whole thing is
really bittersweet.”

Thiruvengadam said
Graora has been the linch-
pin of Eastie Farm during
its formative years and

S

Eastie Farm’s outgoing manager Alex Graora was recently honored by the community for
his service and dedication to the farm’s mission and the people of East Boston throughout
the pandemic. Graora is scene here at Eastie Farms’ new greenhouse with Rep. Adrian
Madaro, Sen. Lydia Edwards and Eastie Farm Founder and Director Kannan Thiruvengad-

am.

though he flew under the
radar, his accomplishments
are amazing.

“During the height of
the pandemic, as food in-
security raged in our com-
munity, 300-600 hot meals
went through his hands
every day, to feed East Bos-
ton families,” said Thiru-
vengadam. “The logistics
were made on the fly. Alex
worked quickly knowing
there were kids waiting
eagerly for the food. He
took on a highly ambitious
project of a zero-emissions
greenhouse, also during the
pandemic, and diligently
completed the hardest parts
(geothermal drilling, de-
livery and construction of

o

LOOKING TO
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North East Realtor

pterban@c21ne.com
Direct 781-864-4414
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Public Works

e Proof of Boston residency

- required.

e We will not accept any
waste from businesses.

e We accept electronics,
clothing, tires, and more!
Find the list of accepted
items at
boston.gov/hazardous-

40

City Councilor Gabrlela Coletta honors Eastie Farm s outgo-

ing manager Alex Graora.

the greenhouse) working
through the permit process
and quilting several grants
and managing the balloon-
ing expenses among Sup-
ply-chain and contractor
challenges. He played sev-
eral roles during this proj-
ect: grant-writer, project
manager, general contrac-
tor, and ground supervisor
to name a few.”
Thiruvengadam  added
that as the farm manager,
he supported Eastie Farms’
now expansive food pro-
gram and education pro-
gram by ensuring safety

IS THE
NEW 30!

Whether you're purchasing a new home in today’s
competitive housing market or refinancing an
existing mortgage, we can help lower your monthly
payments and provide you with more options.

77 METRO

CREDIT UNION

Chelsea | Boston | Burlington | Dorchester | Framingham
Lawrence | Lynn | Medford | Melrose | Newton | Peabody
Reading | Salem | Tewksbury | West Roxbury

MetroCU.org | 877.MY.METRO

4.50~

4.541

and convenience in the sites
for these programs.

“Alex has been a god-
send to Eastie Farm,” said
Thiruvengadam. “We wish
him a joyful voyage even as
we know we will miss him
dearly. We take comfort in
the thought that wherever
he is, he will have a positive
impact on our world. We
pray for his own wellness
and happiness as he carries
on in his service to others.
And we hope that more
young people will walk in
his footsteps. Thank you,
Alex.’
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40 Year Fixed Rate Mortgage
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*Annual Percentage Rate of 4.541% and an interest rate of 4.50% as of 04.11.2022 for qualified borrowers and is
subject to change without notice, 40-year fixed rate with 480 payments of $4.50 per $1,000 borrowed. Payment
does not include taxes and insurance escrows, actual payment may be greater, Minimum loan amount $647,201,
Available for purchases only on detached single family or condo, owner-occupied residential loans up to $970,800.
Other options available for 2-4 family units. Homeowners insurance required and flood insurance where necessary.

Subject to credit approval. Available for residences located in MA or southern NH. Other low rates and terms

available. NMLS# 198524,



