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O’Brien and Revere Mayor Brian Arr
for the historic Suffolk Downs Redevelopment Project to be built on the former racetrack site.

igo lead officials in the groundbreaking ceremony

The HYM Investment Group, Cathexis, National Real Estate
Advisors, break ground on historic Suffolk Downs redevelopment

Special to the Times-Free Press

Revere Mayor Brian
Arrigo along with Revere
and Boston city officials,
joined executives from
The HYM Investment
Group (“HYM”), Ca-
thexis and National Real
Estate Advisors (“Nation-
al”) to break ground on
the former racetrack site
at Suffolk Downs. Today
marks the beginning of
the transformation of the
underutilized 161-acre
site into a thriving neigh-
borhood and mixed-use
community. Spanning two
cities, the Suffolk Downs
development is one of the

largest real estate projects
in Massachusetts’ history
and will ultimately de-
liver 16.2 million square
feet of development, in-
cluding 10,000 apartments
and condominiums, 5.2
million square feet of life
science and commercial
office space, 450,000
square feet of retail and
civic space, and 40 acres
of parks and open space.
The project will ulti-
mately deliver the largest
single creation of hous-
ing by a redevelopment
project in Boston’s histo-
ry. The groundbreaking
also marks the official
launch of a joint venture

partnership between Na-
tional and HYM on the
initial residential compo-
nents of the redevelop-
ment. National’s equity
participation in the project
will allow the delivery of
nearly 4 million square
feet of residential devel-
opment, or 4,200 units, to
be built at Suffolk Downs
in the next eight years.
The groundbreaking on
anew life science building
and new residential build-
ing is just the beginning
of the first phase of this
historic project. 100 Salt
Street, a 280,000 square-
foot life science lab and
biomanufacturing facili-

ty adjacent to the MBTA
Beachmont Station, will
be the first purpose-built,
large-scale laboratory and
biomanufacturing  space
in the City of Revere and
will provide the Great-
er Revere community
access to thousands of
permanent jobs in Mas-
sachusetts’ booming life
sciences industry. The 100
Salt Street Life Science
building, in addition to
its life science lab floors,
has two biomanufacturing
ready floors, which will
provide a unique benefit
to a life sciences tenant
by allowing it to produce

See SUFFOLK DOWNS Page 9

EBSC CUTS RIBBON ON NEW INFANT AND TODDLER PROGRAM

Justin Pasquariello, the Executive Director of the East Boston Social Centers; David Cali, the Director of Operations;
Michele D’Ambrosio, the Director of Early Learning; Krysten Buccella, Site Coordinator, and other invited guests cut the
ribbon on the Social Center’s new site at the Barnes School. See Page 5 for more photos.

RUGGIERO
FAMILY
MEMORIAL
HOME

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

By John Lynds

For decades East Bos-
ton’s Action for Boston
Community Develop-
ment’s (ABCD) APAC
office has been an oasis of
help and hope for count-
less families in the neigh-
borhood.

Social service programs
like ABCD’s Fuel Assis-
tance have helped low-in-
come residents and fixed
income seniors heat their
homes throughout the
winter without having to
worry if they would have
enough money for both
heat and food or heat and
medication.

At the helm of the re-

By John Lynds

For a couple of years
now Tree Eastie, with the
assistance of Speak for the
Trees, has been rekindling
the neighborhood’s grass-

John Drew, longtime

President and CEO
of ABCD, set to retire

John Drew, longtime head
of ABCD, announced he will
retire at the end of June
after over five decades with
the area’s leading anti-pov-
erty agency.

nowned antipoverty/com-
munity action organiza-

See DREW Page 9

City approves Tree Eastie’s request
to plant nine more street trees

roots effort to get more
trees planted in East Bos-
ton.

Tree Eastie’s Bill Mas-
terson has been on a cru-
sade to get the neighbor-

See TREES Page 3

Tree Eastie volunteers help plant trees near the EBNHC in

Maverick Square. Tree Eastie recently got city approval to
plant an additional nine street trees in the neighborhood.

TRASH
DELAY

Due to the Memorial
Day holiday on Monday,
May 30, 2022 Trash will

be delayed by one day.
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Gabriela Coletta sworn in as District 1 City Councilor

By John Lynds

Prior to the week-
ly Boston City Council
meeting last Wednesday,
District 1 City Councilor
Gabriela “Gigi” Coletta
was officially sworn in by
Mayor Michelle Wu as her
mother, Nina, father, Ed,
grandmother, Helen, part-
ner, Sebastian Zapata, and
her sister, Angela Acevedo
looked on.

After taking the oath
of office and before the
scheduled council meet-
ing began, Coletta ad-
dressed the body for the
first time as the District 1
City Councilor represent-
ing East Boston, the North
End and Charlestown.

“I just want to say thank
you, Mayor Wu, distin-
guished guests, and my
colleagues on the council
and everyone for being
here to share this incred-
ible day with me,” said
Coletta. “As a former City
Council staffer, I have a
unique appreciation and
reverence for these cham-
bers. From being an Eastie
kid coming in here with
my mom to advocate for
our community to my
first day here as a staffer,
I stand before you now
deeply honored and hum-

bled to be the Boston City
Councilor for District 1.
I'm in full acknowledge-
ment and awareness of
who and what it took to
bring us here together to-
day. So at this moment, I
want to share this space in
gratitude with you all.”

Coletta recognized
some special people in her
life that were present in
the City Council Cham-
bers.

“First I want to recog-
nize the matriarch of my
family, Helen Colletta,
I’m so happy you could
be here today Grandma,”
she said. “I'd also like
to recognize my (late)
grandparents who are here
watching over us, the late
Edmund Colletta Sr., the
late Allesandro Geata, and
the late Celia Trujillo—
please watch over me and
guide me on this journey.
Next, my parents Edmund
Coletta and Nina Coletta.
Dad, thank you for instill-
ing the values of kindness,
humility and service to the
community. Thank you,
Mom. Thank you for my
activist spirit and how to
not only break the ceiling,
but how to swing the ham-
mer. Thank you to my sis-
ter and hype woman, An-

EMERGENCY
ALL BLOOD

TYPES NEEDEDR:

Give now.

American
O Red Cross

gela Coletta Acevedo, my
brother and political strat-
egist, Chris, and my in-
credible partner Sebastian
Zapata. I could not have
done this without you.”

Coletta then thanked
the elected officials for
their support and encour-
agement as well as those
who have inspired her
throughout her journey.

“Mayor Wu, thank you
for already pushing us to
aim higher and to be bold,”
said Coletta. “You're al-
ready making history and
I look forward to working
with you. (Former District
1 City Councilor) Diane
Modica, I'm here be-
cause you did everything
first so I stand on your
shoulders. I also want to
thank Sal LaMattina, Paul
Scapicchio, as well as the
state delegation, Chair-
man Aaron Michlewtiz,
Rep. Dan Ryan and Rep.
Adrian Madaro. I'm so
happy to do this work with
you.”

Coletta then thanked
her former boss and men-
tor, Sen. Lydia Edwards.

“I told you to the moon
and back, always,” she
said of Ewards. “Thank
you for teaching me to
shine my brightest light.”

Of the City Council Co-
letta added, “To my col-
leagues on the Boston City
Council, what an impres-
sive group of powerhouse
individuals. I look out at
all of you and I realized
that this is Boston and I'm
happy to be here. I’'m just
in awe of every single one
of you and what you’ve ac-
complished as a body this
year. We are here because
we believe in the power
of municipal government
and how it can better the
lives of residents. We are
here to ensure a vibrant,
resilient, and equitable
city for everybody. We are
here to bring the voices
of those in our communi-
ties to the halls of power.
I look forward to learning
from each and every sin-
gle one of you and what
your life perspective is
and ensuring that we can
build a brighter Boston for
everyone.”

With last Wednesday
being her first day on the
job, Coletta commented
that, “The work literally
starts today. I know that
we will not agree on ev-
erything and there will be
some tough conversations
ahead of us but I prom-
ise to be collaborative, to

District 1 City Councilor Gabriela “Gigi” Coletta was sworn
in by Mayor Michelle Wu. Councilor Coletta was joined by
her mother, Nina, father, Ed, partner, Sebastian Zapata, and
her sister, Angela Acevedo.

work towards consensus
and compromise and to let
the work be the motiva-
tion and not the politics.”
“I want to be sure to
recognize the district that
raised me, gave me ev-
erything and elected me
to represent them on the
Boston City Council,” she
said. “To the people of
Charlestown East Boston
and the North End, I love
you. You have my heart
always. Each (neighbor-
hood) is uniquely beauti-
ful and each has its own
set of challenges but I
know looking at this room
and those in the communi-
ty, there’s nothing too big
for us to tackle together.”
Colletta pledged to her
constituents that she is

committed to being bold,
to speak truth to power, to
fight for the District’s in-
terests, to be inclusive and
welcoming of all people
no matter who they are or
where they come from.

“Especially our immi-
grant brothers and sisters
I promise to be accessible
and responsive and you
have my commitment that
I will center your voice in
every conversation in ac-
tion,” she said. “I promise
to serve with empathy and
with compassion. I won’t
be perfect but I ask for
your grace and for your
partnership in this work,
to learn, grow and mobi-
lize with me. The work
starts today and I cannot
wait to get started.”

Sen. Edwards’ testimony on Eversource Substation appeal

By John Lynds

In February, the Con-
servation Law Foundation
(CLF) filed an appeal on
behalf of more than ten
residents of East Boston
to stop construction of the
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highly controversial Ever-
source substation in East
Eagle Square that received
approval from both the
state’s Energy Facilities
Siting Board (EFSB) and
Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP).

In its appeal CLF ar-
gues state officials shut
the community out of the
planning process for the
project, wrongfully char-
acterized the substation
as a water-dependent use,
and failed to consider the
negative impact on envi-
ronmental justice popula-
tions as well as not con-
sidering alternative sites.

Last week, Sen. Lydia
Edwards provided testi-
mony as part of the appeal
process with the purpose
of relaying her constitu-
ency’s concerns about the
facility, the failure to con-
sider other sites for siting
the substation, and the
need for improved com-
munity process.

Edwards spoke on be-
half of GreenRoots, Inc.,
a non-profit organization
based in Chelsea that
represents the citizens of
Eastie as well as the CLF,
both of which are plain-
tiffs in the appeal proceed-
ings.

While Edwards ad-
dressed Eversource’s lack
of community engage-
ment, wrongfully char-
acterizing the substation
as a water-dependent use
and impacts to the already
overburdened  Environ-
mental Justice Commu-
nity, the Senator was of
the opinion, like many,
the substation should be
placed elsewhere.

“If the EFSB deter-
mines that there is a need
for a new substation, then
Eversource must look for
an alternative site,” said
Edwards. “The largest
consumer of electricity in
East Boston is Massport
and to my knowledge,
Eversource has not con-
sidered a site on Massport
property. There are other
locations that would not
present the same challeng-
es. The EFSB should con-
sider that the burdens of
the East Eagle Street Sub-
station are greater than any
benefits and pose signifi-

cant challenges for envi-
ronmental justice popula-
tions. Such consideration
of environmental justice
is now enshrined in law
after years of hard-fought
struggle by residents who
have been unseen and un-
heard by government, and
whose communities have
been shaped by the de-
mands of industry at the
expense of the public.

Edwards testified that
Eversource never really
took the community seri-
ously when residents of-
fered alternative sites.

“The company has been
disingenuous in its claims
that it is willing to work
with the community,” she
said. “While it has given
some funds to location or-
ganizations, Eversource’s
primary community out-
reach has been superfi-
cial.”

Despite widespread
community opposition as
well as opposition from
over a dozen Massachu-
setts elected officials the
state’s EFSB unanimous-
ly approved Eversource’s
highly controversial plan
to build a new substation
in February 2021.

Despite state Energy
and Environmental Af-
fairs Secretary Kathleen
Theoharides saying at the
hearing that the substa-
tion would be placed in a
“heavily, heavily industri-
alized area within an envi-
ronmental justice commu-
nity that has historically
suffered disproportionate
environmental harms and
a heavy burden of infra-
structure” she still voted
in favor of Eversource’s
plans as an EFSB board
member.

The project was then
granted a license from the
DEP.

Elected officials led
by U.S. Senators Edward
Markey and Elizabeth
Warren, Edwards, State
Representative Adrian
Madaro and Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley
went on record in a joint
letter affirming their sup-
port of Eastie residents
and opposition to the pro-
posed substation location.

The substation is the
subject of numerous pend-

ing appeals and legal chal-
lenges at the state level
from Eastie residents and
organizations.

The environmental jus-
tice organization Green-
Roots then filed suit
challenging the Board
approval in the state’s
Supreme Judicial Court.
Attorney General Massa-
chusetts Attorney Gener-
al Maura Healy declined
to defend the state Siting
Board approval, and the
Siting Board has been
compelled to seek outside
legal counsel to defend
their decision.

Edwards also pointed
out in her testimony that
during Boston’s Munic-
ipal Election in Novem-
ber a non-binding ballot
question was posed to
voters here and across
the city asking if the sub-
station should be sited in
East Eagle Square. An
overwhelming  number
of voters thought Ever-
source should not build a
substation in FEastie and
seek a nearby alternative
location such as non-res-
idential Massport land at
Logan Airport.

During the election
5,755 Eastie voters voted
“NO” on Question 2 with
only 600 voting “YES”.
A NO vote meant that the
voter opposed building the
substation at the proposed
East Eagle Square loca-
tion and favored locating
the facility at a secure lo-
cation such as Logan Air-
port.

Citywide 101,953 vot-
ers voted “NO” on the
ballot question with only
19,797 voting “YES”. At
101,953 NO votes against
the substation received the
largest single vote total for
any ballot measure or can-
didate in Boston over the
last 17 municipal elections
according to the City of
Boston Election Depart-
ment records.

Historically, a non-
binding ballot question
provides information to
elected officials and the
public of voter sentiment
on a particular issue and
it seems most Bostonians
are on Eastie’s side when
it comes to this particular
issue.
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Maverick Landing Community Services receives grant to help engage older adults

By John Lynds

Last week Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu and the Age
Strong Commission an-
nounced Maverick Land-
ing Community Services
(MLCS) was the recipient
of a new grant program,
“Creating Community
and Reducing Social Iso-
lation”.

Wu said the new grant
program is designed to
provide funding to non-
profit community orga-
nizations, like MLCS,
to create new or expand
current programs invit-
ing older adults to engage
more for better physical
and mental health.

MLCS was one of 16
community organization
to share in the $360,000
this funding round.

“Connecting our older
residents with more op-
portunities to build com-
munity is crucial to our
City’s recovery,” said
Mayor Wu. “It’s clear that
the ongoing pandemic
has only exacerbated the
challenges that our older
adults face as they try to
stay engaged and connect-
ed. These investments will

help build community for
older adults and support
our local organizations as
they work to expand and
build opportunities for our
older adults to engage.”

MLCS Director Rita
Lara said Maverick Land-
ing is a partner with the
Community Healing Cen-
ter Project, and will use its
share of $27,000 in grant
money from the city to
reduce social isolation for
seniors in Eastie.

“MLCS is a communi-
ty partner alongside heal-
ing practitioners, group
facilitators, and educators
who will offer healing and
wellness activities for un-
derserved seniors in East
Boston who are not cur-
rently engaged in social
activities and who may be
experiencing trauma from
isolation,” said Lara. “The
project will feature multi-
generational community
healing events with var-
ious healing modalities
such as mindfulness activ-
ities including meditation,
yoga and other therapies
such as Reiki, group edu-
cation, and mentoring and
will also seek to connect
seniors with activities in

the wider community that
promotes health and well-
ness.”

Lara said as part of the
program activities will be
taking place with seniors
residing in the Maverick

Landing  mixed-income
housing development,
Barnes School elderly

housing and Victory Gar-
dens apartments but are
also open to all Eastie se-
niors who may be experi-
encing harm from social
isolation.

“This project has been
developed and designed
by a constellation of part-
nering individuals and
organizations who have
been working collective-
ly during the pandemic to
support community heal-
ing,” she said.

Other community part-
ners in this project include
the Cooperative Center for
Development and Solidar-
ity (CCDS), Mutual Aid
Eastie (MAE), Neighbors
United for a Better East
Boston (NUBE), Veroni-
ca Robles Cultural Center
(VROCC), Eastie Farm,
Zumix, and the East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health
Center (EBNHC).

Eastie’s weekly COVID positive
test-rate back over 10 percent

By John Lynds

East Boston’s weekly
COVID positive test rate
jumped back over 10 per-
cent last week and Boston
health officials are urging
residents to keep up with
COVID-19 best practices
that have proven highly
effective at lowering the
spread of virus and reduc-
ing hospitalizations and
death.

The  Boston  Pub-
lic Health Commission
(BPHC) reported that
COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations continue a
weeks-long surge due to
the new, more contagious
variant.

Last week, 1,198 Eastie
residents were tested for
the virus last week and
10.3 percent were posi-
tive--this was a 7 percent
increase from the 9.6 per-
cent that tested positive as
reported by the BPHC on
May 16.

In all, 123 additional
Eastie residents contract-
ed the virus between May
16 and May 23 and there
are now 15,417 confirmed
cases in the neighborhood
since the start of the pan-
demic.

Boston’s citywide
weekly positive test rate
also increased last week
and is now close to 12 per-
cent.

According to the BPHC
19,958 residents were test-
ed citywide last week and
11.6 percent were COVID
positive--this was a 7 per-
cent increase from the
10.8 percent that report-
edly tested positive for the
week ending on May 16.

According to the latest
data, Boston is averaging
61 new COVID-19 cases
per 100,000 residents per

Mammograms

Save Lives.

All women over 40 should
have a mammogram once a
year. Breast cancer found
early offers the best chance
to be cured. Free or low cost

mammograms are available.

For more information and
answers to any of your cancer
questions, contact us any time,
day or night.

day and community posi-
tivity is now above 11 per-
cent. Increased COVID-19
transmission  throughout
Boston has made it critical
for residents to keep up
with effective prevention
and mitigation strategies,
especially testing.

“We have noted a sig-
nificant increase in both
COVID-19 cases and in
hospitalizations,” said
Commissioner of Public
Health and Executive Di-
rector of the BPHC Dr. Bi-
sola Ojikutu. “COVID-19
testing remains a critical
tool to decrease the risk
of transmission to others,
particularly those who are
older, immunocompro-
mised, and unvaccinated.
They remain at high risk
for severe illness. We need
to decrease onward trans-
mission to others. Please
test prior to gatherings,
wear a well-fitted mask in
indoor settings, including
public transportation, and
stay home if you are sick.”

The statistics released
by the BPHC as part of its
weekly COVIDI19 report
breaks down the num-
ber of cases and infection
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down
the number of cases by

age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases
of coronavirus increased
1.1 percent last week and
went from 184415 to
186,446 confirmed cases
since the start of the pan-
demic.

There were four addi-
tional deaths in Boston
from the virus in the past
week and the total number
of COVID deaths is now
at 1,466.

The  Boston  Pub-
lic Health Commission
strongly recommends res-
idents:

Wear high-quality,
well-fitting masks indoors
and on public transporta-
tion;

Stay up to date on
COVID-19 vaccinations
and boosters;

Stay home if you feel
sick;

Ensure proper indoor
ventilation by opening
windows when possible;

Gather outdoors as the
weather warms, instead of

indoors;

Test for COVID-19;
and

Contact your health

care provider about an-
ti-viral treatment if diag-
nosed with COVID-19.

PINELLIS

@FUNCTION FACILITY

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceaiiera, Reunion,
Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes
Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service
and professionalism to ensure the success of
your special occasion.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA

PLEASE CALL 617-567-4499

SPINELLIS.COM

Commissioner of Bos-
ton’s Age Strong Com-
mission Emily Shea said
strong social connections
and networks can boost
a person’s lifespan by 50
percent, according to an
article in Scientific Amer-
ican magazine. Social-
ly-connected communities
are more likely to thrive
because a virtuous cycle

is created when social
connections are strength-
ened: civic engagement
and a sense of belonging
increases, which further
deepens social networks.

“We’re thrilled to have
received so many ap-
plications,” said Shea.
“Through the pandemic,
we had to stop our in-per-
son programs that once

got folks out of the house
and engaged with each
other. Sure, we pivoted to
offering programs online,
which is something, but
nothing like the benefits
of in-person human con-
nection—which is valuable
to all people, not just older
adults.”

Trees // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

hood’s tree canopy closer
to the average tree canopy
in other Boston neighbor-
hoods and has been pretty
busy this spring planting
trees thanks to recent grant
money.

While Tree Eastie has
been approved to plant 100
street trees this spring the
group recently got approv-
al from the City of Boston
to plant an additional nine
trees in the neighborhood.

“Tree Eastie has re-
ceived approval from the
City of Boston to plant
nine more street trees,’
said Masterson. “The
planting season is quick-
ly coming to an end so
we need to get these in
the ground soon. To make
it more convenient and
take advantage of the lat-
er sunsets, the plan is to
dig holes during early
weekday evenings with a
targeted planting date of
Friday, June 3.”

Volunteers that would
like to help in the efforts to
plant these additional nine
trees can visit https://docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSegLB-IpJc-
FltenQv937t3kiW2VL-
38Ne9K7gnZVjJwUIp-
GgFw/viewform and fill
out Tree Eastie’s survey
which contains additional
information on dates and
the process as well as oth-
er ways to volunteer.

“The time commitment
is a couple of hours, no
experience necessary and
we will provide the train-
ing and tools,” said Mas-
terson. “We pair people
in groups of two-three to
dig 3’x3’x3’ holes in ex-
isting street tree pits. You
can volunteer individually
or as a group and families
are welcome. If you par-
ticipated in our past tree
plantings you know this
is a fun, feel good, com-
munity building, physical
workout.”

Those interested in vol-
unteering can also email
Masterson at treeeastie@

gmail.com.
There’s a lot of benefits
trees have, unfortunate-

ly Eastie suffers from the
lowest tree canopy in the
city. The neighborhood’s
tree canopy is at 7-percent
while the city average is
27-percemt.

Tree Eastie recently
forged some alliances and
some benefactors who are
asking the group to help
them site tree plantings.

The first was the Tem-
ple Ohabei Shalom Cem-
etery on Wordsworth
Street, which is the oldest
Jewish Cemetery in East-
ern, Massachusetts.

The Temple recently
celebrated its 180th anni-
versary and 180 is a big
number in the Jewish com-

munity in terms of signifi-
cance, so with the help of
Tree Eastie and Speak for
the Trees planted the first
of 18 trees on the Word-
sworth side of the Salesian
Boys & Girls Club.

This spring Tree Eastie
focused on spots in Orient
Heights, as well as Har-
bor View, that need street
trees and the group plant-
ed 30 new street trees in
those two neighborhoods
around Earth Day.

Tree Eastie also focused
its efforts on Maverick
and Central Square as well
as Jeffries Point through
a large grant from Delta
Airlines. Masterson said
that money will be used to
plant 40 new street trees
across these areas.

Tree Eastie also plant-
ed more fruit trees at the
Rockies in Jeffries Point
across from Piers Park
through a new relation-
ship with Eastie Farm.
Eastie Farm will be able
to take the harvest from
those trees, which include
apple trees, peach trees,
pear trees, cherry trees and
mulberry, and put those
fruits back into the com-
munity. This program will
distribute the food to folks
that need it as well as put-
ting it into the Communi-
ty-Supported Agriculture
(CSA) program that Eastie
Farm has established.

7 massDOT

Massachusetts Department of Transportation

Highway Division

The Massachusetts Department of Transportation

invites you to attend a

Virtual Public Information Meeting

for the

Sumner Tunnel Centennial Project

Wednesday, June 1, 2022
6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m.

Attend: Events | Mass.gov

This construction meeting will provide an opportunity for the public to hear an overview of the Sumner
Tunnel Centennial Project including project overview, schedule, and traffic impacts beginning on June
10, 2022. Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions and offer comments. Spanish and
Arabic interpretation will be available at both virtual meetings.

All residents, abutters, local business owners, and interested commuters are invited to attend. All
attendees who sign into the meeting and provide an email address will be entered into the project’s
email database to receive project updates. Prior to the meetings, if you have specific questions or
concerns for the project team, please email us: sumner100@dot.state.ma.us.

Note: This meeting is accessible to people with disabilities. MassDOT provides reasonable
accommodations and/or language assistance free of charge upon request (e.g interpreters in American
Sign Language and languages other than English, live captioning, videos, assistive listening devices and
alternate material formats), as appropriate. For accommodation or language assistance, please contact
MassDOT'’s Chief Diversity & Civil Rights Officer by phone at (857) 368-8580, Relay Service at 7-1-1, fax
(857) 368-0602 or by email to MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us. Requests should be made as

soon as possible prior to the meeting, and for more difficult to arrange services including sign-
language, CART or language translation or interpretation, requests should be made at least ten
business days before the meeting.

Title VI Notice of Nondiscrimination: MassDOT complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
related federal and state statutes and regulations. It is the policy of MassDOT to ensure that no person
or group of persons shall on the grounds of Title VI protected categories, including race, color, national
origin, or under additional federal and state protected categories including sex, age, disability, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, religion, creed, ancestry, veteran's status , or background, be
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination
under any program or activity administered by MassDOT. To request additional information about this
commitment, or to file a complaint under Title VI or a related nondiscrimination provision, please
contact MassDOT's Title VI Specialist by phone at (857) 368-8580, Relay Service at 7-1-1, fax (857)
368-0602 or by e-mail at MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us.

857-368-8580.

MRFEEAREIE
857-368-8580,

=ETHRER

MRFEREAREES
857-368-8580,

RER, &

|, ERRDFEEMNEL

G0 ol (sl ilamaly JLsi¥l o ¢ (5 AT Al Al i el S 13 MassDOT 368 8580 ke i)l e

Caso esta informagdo seja necessdria em outro idioma, favor contar o Especialista em Titulo VI do
MassDOT pelo fone 857-368-8580.

Si necesita informacion en otro lenguaje, favor contactar al especialista de MassDOT del Titulo VI al

B (MassDOT)
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A MEMORIAL DAY TRUISM:
FREEDOM ISN’T FREE

For the first time in 20 years -- that’s an entire gen-
eration -- America’s military men and women are not
fighting a war on foreign soil.

The withdrawal of our remaining troops from Af-
ghanistan last August brought to an end a conflict that
had long-outlasted its purpose, which initially was
meant to destroy the al-Quaeda terrorist organization
that was responsible for the 9/11 attacks, but which
somehow morphed into a long-term, nation-building
undertaking.

Although we technically are at peace, the world stage
feels anything but peaceful. Totalitarian adversaries ei-
ther are wreaking havoc (Russia in Ukraine) or threat-
ening to do so (No. Korea and China).

If the lessons of the past and present teach us any-
thing, it is that we cannot take our freedom for granted.

The same troops who are delivering baby formula to-
day could be called upon to engage in a far different and
more dangerous mission at any moment.

This realization made us think back to the roots of
Memorial Day, originally known as Decoration Day,
with the proclamation by Gen. Logan on May 5, 1868,
in which he declared:

“The 30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the
purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorat-
ing the graves of comrades who died in defense of their
country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now
lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet churchyard
in the land. In this observance no form or ceremony is
prescribed, but posts and comrades will in their own
way arrange such fitting services and testimonials of
respect as circumstances may permit. Let us, then, at
the time appointed, gather around their sacred remains
and garland the passionless mounds above them with
choicest flowers of springtime; let us raise above them
the dear old flag they saved from dishonor; let us in this
solemn presence renew our pledges to aid and assist
those whom they have left among us as sacred charges
upon the Nation’s gratitude, the soldier’s and sailor’s
widow and orphan.”

That in turn got us to thinking of what rates as the
greatest testament to the memory of those brave Amer-
icans who made the Supreme Sacrifice, the Gettysburg
Address by President Abraham Lincoln, in order to pre-
serve our democratic way of life:

“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought
forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in lib-
erty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are
created equal.

“Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any nation, so conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure.

“We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We
have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final
resting place for those who here gave their lives that that
nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that
we should do this.

“But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate, we can
not consecrate, we can not hallow this ground. The
brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have
consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or de-
tract. The world will little note, nor long remember what
we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.
It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus
far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here ded-
icated to the great task remaining before us that from
these honored dead we take increased devotion to that
cause for which they gave the last full measure of de-
votion that we here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain that this nation, under God, shall
have a new birth of freedom and that government of the
people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish
from the earth.”

We hope our readers appreciate the eternal truths of
Lincoln’s sentiments, which are as relevant today as
they have been since the founding of our nation.

We wish all of our readers a happy and safe Memorial
Day weekend.

Your opinions, please

The Times welcomes letters to the
editor. Our mailing address is 385
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.
Our fax number is 781-485-1403.
Letters may also be e-mailed to
editor @eastietimes.com.
Letters must be signed. We reserve
the right to edit for length
and content.

@DA'VE@/PANLUND comM
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GUEST Opr-ED

The way to combat the horror of Jan. 6, is to abolish the filibuster

Dr. Glenn Mollette

Decoration Day was
observed on May 30th
from 1868 to 1970 to dec-
orate the graves and hon-
or those dying in military
service for our country. In
1971 Congress officially
made the last Monday in
May Memorial Day.

On this day, Americans
take time to pay respect
and decorate the graves of
our military service Amer-
icans who died to keep
America free. Because
of them we can travel the
country, have picnics, go
to ballgames and more.

For me, Memorial Day
has changed. Memorial
weekend was a big time of
family gathering. I can still
remember Mamaw and
Grandpa, all nine of their
children and the grand-
children gathering to eat,
play, talk and laugh. But
then Mamaw and Grand-
pa died and the reunions
changed. One by one the
siblings passed away. To-
day, all nine of them and
their spouses are gone.

The grandchildren are
now passing away. This is
my generation. As I be-
gin to think of their names
it’s a surprising number.
All five of my dad’s broth-

ers and sister are gone.
Throughout the years I've
attended too many funer-
als. This includes my wife
of 27 years and our little
stillborn baby. Memori-
al Day has changed. So
many people I celebrated
the day with are gone. It
would be impossible for
me to visit all the graves of
all these dear people. They
are scattered out between
Kentucky, Ohio, West Vir-
ginia and other states.

When Memorial Day
comes, [ try my best to
make the six-hour trip
to decorate my deceased
wife’s grave. Carole, who
I married 17 years ago has
deceased parents who are
buried three hours away
from where we live. It’s
never easy. There are
flowers to buy. The drive
is not easy and we have
those who are alive we
want to visit. It’s makes us
feel bad that we don’t have
hours to go and spend at
the cemetery and respect
those we loved.

Sadly, there are so
many forgotten graves of
loved ones and American
soldiers. The older we get
the number of deceased
people we know can be-
come more than the living
we know.

LETTER to the Editor

THE EBNHC
SHOULD
PRIORITIZE
WELLNESS OVER

PROFIT

To the Editor,

I am a long time res-
ident of East Boston. I
love this community and
plan on always living here.
The rich diversity and the
neighborhood feel make it
special and unique in Bos-
ton. I am very concerned
over the direction of the
development and espe-
cially the proposed one
by the East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center
on Gove/Orleans/Bremen
Streets. I am not against
development but believe
that it should be done in
accordance with the needs
of the community.

If a needs assessment
were done prior to the
planning, it would clearly
show the need is not for
more luxury housing. It is
for mixed, low, moderate,

and truly affordable hous-
ing with some 3 bedroom
units to accommodate
families. Additional luxu-
ry units will only further
the displacement of long
time residents, many who
are patients at the health
center. One of the primary
determinants of health is
adequate and affordable
housing. In fact, without
it, all other health mea-
sures suffer.

An update to the pro-
posal increases the ‘“af-
fordable” unit ration
to 25%. 1 applaud this.
However the proposed
EBCDC building is for
rental units only. In order
to create intergenerational
wealth there also needs to
be ownership opportuni-
ties for lower and middle
income families.

The EBNHC has a
unique opportunity to
build a development that
meets the needs of the ex-

See LETTER Page 10

Do the best you can.
This is all any human be-
ing can ever do. There
are graves you know you
must attend to and others
you will have to trust to
other family members or
friends.

While we are trying to
celebrate Memorial Day
the right way, please con-
tinue to celebrate the liv-
ing people in your life.
There is a story in the Bi-
ble where a friend of Jesus
anointed him with expen-
sive ointment while they
were having dinner. It was
her way of celebrating him
and what he meant to her.
Try to find ways to anoint
people in your life who are
meaningful to you. Buy
them flowers now if you
can afford them. I hate to
say it but it’s true — dead
noses smell no roses.

I’ve always tried to buy
flowers for those I love
while they can enjoy them.
It may not be flowers but
maybe it could be a nice
smile. A word of thanks or
praise for a person in your
life would be meaningful.
One way you might make
Memorial Day meaning-
ful is celebrating those
people you have in your
life today because, as we
know, it won’t last long.

Back in February, my
brother-in-law Harold was
very sick and I knew his
time was limited. My wife
and I agreed we needed to
go and visit with him. We
had a good visit and a good
talk. When I left him that
day and we said goodbye
to each other, I felt that it
was truly goodbye at least
for this life. He died just a
couple of weeks later.

Memorial Day has
changed for most of us.
However, try to make a
good memory or two with
those people who are still
alive in your life. What
you remember about those
who have gone on is what
you enjoyed while they
were living.

This Memorial Day
weekend, be very safe and
take time to enjoy the liv-
ing.

Glenn Mollette is the
publisher of Newburgh
Press, Liberty Torch and
various other publishing
imprints; a national col-
umnist — American Issues
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and
features appear each week
In over 500 newspapers,
websites and blogs across
the United States.
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EBSC CUTS RIBBON ON NEW INFANT AND TODDLER PROGRAM AT THE BARNES SCHOOL

On Tuesday the East ed with all of you to dou- The EBSC team also J S N
Boston Social Center cut ble the number of infants dedicated a plaque in hon- ~

the ribbon on its new site we are able to support at or of former House Speak-
at the Barnes School in the Social Centers.” er Robert Deleo.

East Boston.

The Social Centers
proudly opened the doors
to this new infant and tod-
dler program at the Barnes
School after three years of
planning and renovations.

The renovation proj-
ect was made possible, in
part, by a $1 million grant
in 2020 from EEC as part
of the Commonwealth’s
EEOST Capital Fund.
The Barnes School in-
fant and toddler program
serves several purposes.
First, it accommodates
seven infants and 26 tod-
dlers displaced from their
early learning program at
a Chelsea public housing
facility, where they pro-
vided full-day childcare,
due to demolition and
renovations. It also dou-
bles the number of infants
they are serving—from
seven to 14 and adds one
additional toddler spot to
meet the childcare needs
of working parents in the
community. But most of
all, it builds a foundation Justin Pasquariello, the Executive Director of the East Bos-
that prepares children ton Social Centers; David Cali, the Director of Operations;
for a lifetime of learning Michele D’Ambrosio, the Director of Early Learning; Krysten
Buccella, Site Coordinator, and other invited guests during
the ribbon cutting.

[East Boston
¥ Social Centers
‘Whenall give, all gain. | EsT. 1018
. Serving the community Since 1918

T C ™ - %3 b \ . ’

AN J%\ > A J
The renovation project was made possible, in part, by a $1 million grant in 2020 from EEC
as part of the Commonwealth’s EEOST Capital Fund.

through high-quality, af-
fordable programming.
“We see the delight and g —

engagement our toddlers =
have experienced in this
beautiful new facility with
new toys and supplies.
Our team, architects,
construction team, and
funders created a beauti-
ful, state-of-the art space
where our youngest learn-
ers can learn and grow—
and it is amazing to see
it in action,” said EBSC
Executive Director Justin
Pasquariello. “There is an

acute shortage of infant ‘ ' »_ < 8

care in Boston and we are  Guests tour the new infant and toddler room after the
proud to have collaborat- ribbon cutting.

.

et W i ~ v

EBSC staff, families and community supporters turned out to support the new program.

. ]
>

Some of the toddlers that will benefit from the new space on the first floor of the Barnes
School.
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SHARE YOUR GRADUATE WITH US -
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Former House Speaker, Robert DeLeo (left) was honored
for his support at the ribbon cutting. EBSC Executive Direc-
tor Justin Pasquariello (center) unveiled a plaque dedi-

me | | CONGRATULATIONS IS

remeurng herissomcoing. e W v || JOULIETTE| g8 PRI eER A
“'I'I:‘:'n::’:':‘lfl‘l'e MM_‘L[AR e b 585 Broadway, Ste 1(())5, Revere MA, 02
For Advertising Rafes, ?:::';sf;:{:;_f':r::: sl st aln BRI . . oot photo plecse
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Page 6

THE EAST BOSTON TIMES-FREE PRESS

Photos by Marianne Salza

Students glowed
through the aisles clap-
ping to “Let’s Get Loud”
in the spirited opening
act of East Boston Cen-
tral Catholic  School’s
(EBCCS) Spring Show,

EAST BOSTON CENTRAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL'S SPRING SHOW

“Let’s Get Loud,” on May
20. Grades 4-8 cha-chad,
jived, and drove motorcy-
cles wearing leather jack-
ets; and the Eighth grade’s
“Footloose” routine re-
ceived such applause that
students returned to the
stage for an encore.

Wednesday, May 25, 2022

Alden MacNulty, Santiago
Ramirez, and Jacob Alvarez,
Eighth grade, performing
“Footloose.”

The choir singing “You nght Up My Life.”

Sixth graders, Elena Gonzalez and Lillian Ezequiel-Blake,
singing “Taking Care of Business.”

Fourth graders, Rane Ruggs, Santiago Ruiz, LuisFelipe Pe-
rez, and David Aguirre performing “Sway with Me."

Daniella Lopez, Carlos Hincapie, Kelsey O'Connor, and
Elena Gonzalez singing “Born to be Wild."

Seventh graders, Mackenzie
Luciana Malpica, Ruby Viens, Valentina Frias performing Holden, Sofia Varon, and
“Jump, Jive and Wail." Nyla Taylor.

III

Fifth graders singing to “At the Hop” and “Jump, Jive and Wail!

GUARANTEED
RATE FOR YOUR
PEACE OF MIND

Take advantage of our limited-time CD specials!
To open yours, visit any Metro location.

NEW 30!

Whether you're purchasing a new home in today’s
competitive housing market or refinancing an
existing mortgage, we can help lower your monthly
payments and provide you with more options.

77 METRO

CREDIT UNION

15 Month
(D Special

18 Month
(D Special

24 Month

. . (D Special
Chelsea | Boston | Burlington | Dorchester | Framingham

Lawrence | Lynn | Medford | Melrose | Newton | Peabody
Reading | Salem | Tewksbury | West Roxbury

MetroCU.org | 877.MY.METRO

4,50 4.541-.

40 Year Fixed Rate Mortgage

77 METRO

CREDIT UNION

Chelsea | Boston | Burlington | Dorchester | Framingham | Lawrence | Lynn | Medford
Melrose | Newton | Peabody | Reading | Salem | Tewksbury | West Roxbury

MetroCU.org | 877.MY.METRO

*Annual Percentage Rate of 4.541% and an interest rate of 4.50% as of 04.11.2022 for qualified borrowers and is
subject to change without notice. 40-year fixed rate with 480 payments of $4.50 per $1,000 borrowed, Payment
does not include taxes and insurance escrows, actual payment may be greater, Minimum loan amount $647,201,
Available for purchases only on detached single family or condo, owner-occupied residential loans up to $970,800.

Insured by NCUA | Member MSIC *Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 04.14.2022 and subject to change at any time without
Other options available for 2-4 family units. Homeowners insurance required and flood insurance where necessary. notice. Minimum to open and earn APY is $500.00.A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawals. Fees may reduce earnings. Account
Subject to credit approval. Available for residences located in MA or southern NH. Other low rates and terms requires new money only; an additional $5,000,00 must be added to funds transferred from existing Metro Credit Union accounts to satisfy
available. NMLS# 198524, this requirement. Visit MetroCU.org for current rates, terms and account requirements.

GRPGRTUNITY
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Sports

EB JETS WIN IN BASEBALL ACTION AGAINST REVERE

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

East Boston suffered its
first defeat of the season
as the Jets fell to Revere
5-2 at Memorial Park on
Thursday, May 18.

STRONG EFFORT: Mike
O'Neil pitched a solid game
for the Jets.

SURE THING: Shorstop An-
dry Marte is all by himself
as he fields a throw that
arrived well ahead of a
Revere runner for an out.

For Advertising
Rates,
Call
617-884-2416

NOT ENOUGH: Sammy Santiago rips a single that knocked
in two runs that cut Revere’s lead to 4-2 in the sixth inning.
It wasn’t enough, though, as Revere added a run in the
seventh and held on for a 5-2 win.

SAFE ARRIVAL: Luis Ortiz slides safely into second base with a stolen base as Revere
shortstop Chris Cassidy leaps for a throw during the first inning of the Jets loss to Revere
Thursday, May 18, at Memorial Park.

UGN GRDIS )k Tnl)

I’'M GOOD: Luis Ortiz looks up after sliding safely into second base with his second stolen

base of the game.

NEXT STOP THIRD: Sammy Santiago races around second
base and heads to third with a one-out triple in the second
inning.

HIP HOP: Left fielder Jason DaSilva had to leap to field a
base hit to left field after the ball took a high hop off the
Memorial Park turf.

90 Pleasant St
61 Exchange St
96 Pleasant St

N.E. COMICS
95 Pleasant St

#3 BODA BORG BOSTON

(€% PROJECT: PUTT!

33 MIXER E-SPORTS

STATION KTV
76 Exchange St

(4 BIAO GE POOL HALL
77 Exchange St

THE IMMERSIVE
63 Exchange St

@] SPICY WORLD GAMING BAR
157 Pleasant St

5% ROCK SPOT CLIMBING
195 Exchange St

MaldenGamingDistrict.com

WINTHROP MARKETPLACE

L WINTHROP MARKETPLACE _

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSPAY MAY 26TH, 2022 THROUGH WEPNESPAY JUNE 1ST, 2022

Chocesy
X4 -d

Great grocesy specials
10/210.00

2/45.00
2/%4.00
4/45.00
2/4300
3/%4.00
2/44.00
2/4500
Heinz Ketchup 38 0z.......ccocuiuviuncieirciicinianns £3.99

Kraft Barbecue Sauce

Skippy Peanut Butter

Stacy's Chips

Near East Rice Pilaf assorted varieties
Best Yet Mustard

B&M Baked Beans 16 oz

Geisha Solid White Canned Tuna

Kraft Salad Dressing

Celeste Pizza
Kashi Waffles
4/45.00
2/46.00

Siggis Yogurt
Silk Soy Milk 64 oz

QRakesy

; -
APPIE PiE ... $4.99

2-Bite Cinhamon RollS.............ccocvevvvveveeneeenn, $399
7" Dulce De Leche Cake...........coveevveeveeeeeeennenn. $11.99

Deli

Butterball Oven Roasted Turkey Breast....$6.99/1b
Best Yet Corned Beef............cooveveevevecnnen. $799/1b
Best Yet Provolone Cheese........................... $4.99/1b
Carando ProSciutto ...........oeeeeeveveeevernnns $9.99/1b

Produce.
Fresh Tropical Kiwi 2/41.00
Fresh & Sweet Plump Blueberries pint pkg ....$3.39
Sweet & Juicy Clementine's 3 Ib bag............... $5.99
4/4$%.00
Tender Green Asparagus..................cccceuene. $349/1b

Fresh & Crisp Jumbo Green Bell Peppers....42.19/1b

Hot House Hydro Cucumbers

_PMeat

"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"
Gamily Pack Specials
Shell Sirloin Steaks..........ocveeeveeereeennnn. $5.99/1b

Grade A Chicken Drumsticks 89¢/Ib
Boneless Pork Chops ... $249/1b

2/48.00
2/49.00

Kayem Fenway Beef & Pork Franks
Bob Evans Side Dishes

Friday, May 27th through Sunday May 29th

BAKERY "while supplies last"

Raspberry Burst Cookies 4399

DELI

Land O'Lakes American Cheese.................. $6.99/1b

Best Yet Roast Beef...........ccocceeerereneneee. $9.99/1b
"while supplies last"

PRODUCE

Southern Fresh Butter & Sugar Sweet Corn...9/$2.99

California Fresh Romaine Lettuce .................. 5$1.69

MEAT
Family Pack Whole Chicken Wings.................... $3.99/Ib
Boneless Coutry Style Ribs.............cooocvrrurerrnnns $249/1b

GROCERY

Tropicana Orange Juice 520z. ... 2/5700
$6.99
2/4700

Folgers K-Cups
Glifford's Ice Cream

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP ¢ (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm
Not responsible for typographical errors.
We have the right to limit quantities.
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EBHS Boys Track Team City Champs; Girls team finishes fourth

By John Lynds

The East Boston High
School boys track team
came out on top during
the City League Champi-
onship held at White Sta-
dium on May 17 and were
crowned City Champs af-
ter beating 10 other teams.

As reigning champs the
Jets kept their streak alive
during last week’s meet
and have now been City
Champs every year since
2017.

EBHS Track Coach
John Parziale said he was
proud of the boys team for
another champion year.

“It was great,” said
Coach Parziale. “We had
some great performances
from Mike Portillo who
was our discus and shot
put gold medalist and sil-
ver medalist in the javil-
overall it was just a great
effort by all the boys and
a big day for the team. We
scored a ton of points with
147 a lot of points to score
during the meet.”

As defending champs,
Parziale said a lot of the
players from last year
were still on the team
and put in a tremendous
amount of work this year
to defend their title.

Parziale said the girls
team also put up a great
effort with track star Di-
ana Melgar giving a great
performance during the
meet. She was 1st place in
the triple jump, 2nd place
in the 400m low hurdles
as well as the 100m high
hurdles.

“The girls had a great
year despite having a low-
er number of players than
last year,” said Parziale.
“We finished fourth over-
all out of 10 teams, which
wasn’t bad for us. Diana
Melgar was our star on
the girl’s side and had a
great season. It was really
a nice group of girls and
they worked hard. It went

from freezing cold days in
March to the hot days in
May but they all trained
hard.”

All in all Parziale said
both the boys and girls
teams are, “just a great
group of kids”.

“It’s a positive thing
for the school and the
city coming out of the
pandemic,” he said, men-
tioning the canceled sea-
son in 2020. “It’s been a
good run for the boys who
have been City Champs
every year since 2017 de-
spite that one year of no
sports.”

Diana Melgar finished
1st place triple jump, 2nd
place in both the 400m
low hurdles and 100m
high hurdles

um on Tuesday, May 17.

The EBHS track team get together for a team photo at the conclusion of the city league track championship at White Stadi-

s (1%

Gabriel Silva was 1st in the high jump, Jalen Jones was 3rd
and Jonathan Kenner was 4th.
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Edgar Orellana finished 3rd
in the javelin and Michael
Portillo was 2nd in the
javelin.
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Jashua Delacruz was 2nd, Gabe Silva 1st and Jeremy Ramos was 4th in the 110 high hur-

dles.
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Mike Portillo was 2nd, Edgar Orellana 3rd and Nico Maraio 5th in the javelin.
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Rep. Madaro, House passes legislation to foster greater fairness and equity in cannabis industry

By John Lynds

Last week, Rep. Adrian
Madaro and Massachu-
setts House passed legis-
lation that encourages and
facilitates ~ participation
in the cannabis industry
from communities dispro-
portionately harmed by
marijuana criminalization
by creating a Social Equi-
ty Trust Fund.

The Madaro-sponsored
bill, An Act relative to
equity in the cannabis in-
dustry (H. 4791), passed
the House 153-2 after a
similar version of this leg-
islation passed in the State
Senate. The legislation
moves back to the Senate
for further consideration.

“This legislation con-
tinues to build upon the
House’s deliberate efforts
to ensure equity in the
cannabis industry, partic-
ularly for communities
which have dispropor-
tionately suffered from
the burden of racism in
enforcing drug policies,”

said Madaro. “I’'m proud
to have voted in favor of
these important provi-
sions to improve equity
and access to the canna-
bis industry, including
a fairer host community
agreement process, a SO-
cial equity trust fund, and
clear permitting for social
consumption, as well as an
expedited expungement
process for those affected
by outdated laws”.
Madaro, who once
served on the Joint Com-
mittee on Marijuana Pol-
icy when the state’s mar-
jjuana laws were being
hashed out, said the high-
light of the bill is the es-
tablishment of a state Can-
nabis Social Equity Trust
Fund. This fund will make
grants and loans available
to social equity program
participants and economic
empowerment priority ap-
plicants. Madaro said this
will fill the gap left by the
unavailability of banking
services in the industry
and facilitating participa-

tion in the cannabis indus-
try of entrepreneurs from
communities that have
been  disproportionately
harmed by marijuana pro-
hibition and enforcement.

Social equity business-
es are marijuana establish-
ments primarily owned by
individuals eligible for the
social equity program or
whose ownership qualifies
it as an economic empow-
erment priority applicant.

Twenty percent of the
revenue collected from
the sale of marijuana and
marijuana products must
be transferred to the Can-
nabis Social Equity Trust
Fund which will be ad-
ministered by the Exec-
utive Office of Housing
and Economic Develop-
ment, in consultation with
a newly created Cannabis
Social Equity Advisory
Board.

“This legislation contin-
ues to build on the efforts
we have made in the can-
nabis industry to ensure
equitable access for all

Massachusetts residents,
particularly those who
have been disadvantaged
by marijuana prohibition
and enforcement,” said
House Chairman of the
Joint Committee on Can-
nabis Policy, Rep. Daniel
Donahue (D-Worcester).
“I want to thank Speaker
Mariano for his steadfast
commitment to ensure
social equity applicants
have access to the capital
they need to be successful,
while also removing barri-
ers to their entry into the
market. This bill lays out
a clear and fair approach
to expungement for prior
marijuana convictions that
ensures the best interest of
justice is served by pro-
viding a real and effective
avenue for many to put
their past behind them.”
Madaro added that the
bill also strengthens the
host community agree-
ment process and clarifies
procedures for permitting
social consumption sites.
Since the passage of

the cannabis legalization
law in 2017, the Canna-
bis Control Commission
has asked the Legisla-
ture for further clarity on
the agency’s authority to
review host community
agreements, which are ex-
ecuted between a marijua-
na establishment and their
hosting municipality.

“This legislation autho-
rizes the Commission to
review host community
agreements, and if deter-
mined lawful, to approve
them,” said Madaro. “The
legislation also authorizes
the Commission to priori-
tize social equity program
businesses and econom-
ic empowerment priority
applicants for expedited
review.”

The legislation also
clarifies the scope of host
community  agreements
and adds new criteria,
such as no host communi-
ty agreement can include a
community impact fee that
is beyond the businesses
fifth year of operation and

no host community agree-
ment can include a prom-
ise to make a future mon-
etary payment, in-kind
contribution or charitable
contribution.

Also, the new legisla-
tion may once and for all
open the door for canna-
bis-style cafes like the
ones that exist in Am-
sterdam. The social con-
sumption policy, which
would allow the sale of
marijuana and marijuana
products for consumption
on the premises where
sold, is authorized by ex-
isting law. However, this
legislation amends it to
ensure proper procedures
are taken regarding local
initiative petitions. Under
this legislation, as an al-
ternative to local initiative
petitions, a city or town
may also allow for social
consumption sites through
the passage of a by-law or
ordinance.

SllffOlk DOWHS// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

small batch pharmaceu-
tical drugs in the same
space as their corporate
headquarters. In addition,
100 Salt Street has ground
floor retail and restaurant
space. Amaya, a 475-unit
apartment building, is the
first of several residential
buildings planned for Suf-
folk Downs. The build-
ing will feature 34,000
square-feet of amenities,
24000 retail square-feet
of ground floor retail and
a mix of unit types rang-
ing from micro studios to
two-bedrooms.

100 Salt Street, de-
signed by Elkus Manfredi
Architects will be com-
pleted by the end of 2023,
with tenants moving in
throughout 2024. Ama-
ya, designed by ICON
Architecture, will wrap up
construction in the second
quarter of 2024 with res-

idents moving in at that
time.

This new, mixed-use
district will attract em-
ployers of growing in-
dustries and create a truly
dynamic live and work
environment for the resi-
dents of Revere and East
Boston. The redevelop-
ment at Suffolk Downs is
projected to bring 22,000
new, permanent jobs
through laboratory, manu-
facturing, and retail space
and over 18,000 new con-
struction jobs over the next
two decades. Through an
unprecedented Project
Labor Agreement (PLA)
that will ensure this proj-
ect will be union-built, a
$2 million fund was creat-
ed to specifically prepare
local residents to join the
future workforce at Suf-
folk Downs and set forth
several critical equity and

inclusion provisions that
will bring more women
and people of color into
the trades.

“The groundbreaking at
Suffolk Downs marks an
exciting new chapter for
economic  development
in Revere,” said Mayor
Brian Arrigo. “Suffolk
Downs will create a new
commercial cluster that
connects the residents of
Revere to the jobs of the
future; we are thrilled to
finally be an active par-
ticipant in the booming
life-sciences ecosystem.”

“Today, we celebrate
the power of teamwork
and a new chapter for
Suffolk Downs. Together
with the communities of
Revere and East Boston,
we are creating a new,
inclusive and equitable
neighborhood from the
ground up,” said Thomas

N. O’Brien, founding part-
ner and managing director
of The HYM Investment
Group. “Suffolk Downs is
setting a new standard for
sustainable development,
job creation, affordable
housing and public open
spaces.”

“We are proud to be a
part of this momentous
occasion,” said Jonathan
Moy from Cathexis.

“We look forward to
deepening our roots with-
in the burgeoning Greater
Boston community and
becoming a part of the
transformative  Suffolk
Downs redevelopment,”
noted Jeffrey Kanne, Pres-
ident and CEO of Nation-
al. “Projects of this scale,
vision, and complexity
can only be realized with
excellent and knowledge-
able partners in place. We
are thrilled to be strength-

ening our partnership with
The HYM Investment
Group while creating
good jobs and working to
produce attractive returns
for our institutional cli-
ents.”

The Suffolk Downs
project team is commit-
ted to ensuring those who
live, work, and play at
the redeveloped Suffolk
Downs site have access
to high-quality, acces-
sible transportation op-
tions. There will be sig-
nificant improvements to
the MBTA Blue Line and
bus stations and a cohe-
sive internal network of
bike paths and walking
trails that will connect all
of the activities that the
new neighborhood has to
offer. Residents and visi-
tors will also have access
to 40-acres of new open
spaces and parks that in-

tegrate beautiful on-site
wetlands and complement
the neighborhood’s nat-
ural assets of Belle Isle
Marsh, Revere Beach and
Constitution Beach.

Resiliency and sustain-
ability design principles
have been on the forefront
of the master design plan
for Suffolk Downs. With
our partners at CBT, Stoss,
Beals + Thomas, VHB and
Arup, the site was recently
awarded the AIA’s 2022
Regional & Urban Design
Award. Suffolk Downs
exceeds the current energy
code and LEED require-
ments in alignment with
the City of Boston’s goals
to achieve net zero devel-
opment by 2050.

To learn more about
Suffolk Downs please vis-
it:  www.atsuffolkdowns.
com.
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tion since 2009 was a man
that approached helping
Eastie’s most vulnerable
population with empathy,
compassion and an unpar-
alleled ability for being
the voice of thousands of
marginalized citizens both
here and across the state.

Last week it was an-
nounced that President
and CEO of ABCD John
Drew, longtime fighter for
the low-income and un-
derserved, will step down
from his top role at ABCD
on June 30, 2022 after
over five decades of ser-
vice to the agency.

The 85-year-old Drew
has served in leadership
positions at the renowned
antipoverty/community
action organization since
1971. The Charlestown
native has been ABCD
President/CEO since
2009.

“I have had a long run
supporting ABCD and its
many all-important pro-
grams, as well as playing a
role in significant national,
state and local initiatives
to combat poverty and
provide opportunities for
those who are low-income
and disadvantaged to get
on the escalator to a better
life,” said Drew. “I came
in when ABCD was a
start-up — something new
— an organization dedicat-
ed to combating poverty
during tumultuous times.”

Drew noted that his
work for decades along-
side former President/
CEO Bob Coard, former
longtime APAC Director
and Eastie legend John
White as well as other
dedicated community,

corporate and political
leaders has made his jour-
ney all the more special.

“I feel privileged to
have had the opportunity
to work with these com-
mitted trailblazers and
hundreds of others over
the years to make a differ-
ence for those in need,” he
said.

ABCD was a start-up
in the fight against pover-
ty in America, taking off
in 1962 with a $1.9 mil-
lion grant from the Ford
Foundation and help from
other funding sources.
When Congress passed
the Economic Opportuni-
ty Actin 1964, ABCD was
designated as Boston’s
official antipoverty agen-
cy. Suddenly grass-roots
community-based ABCD
centers were serving every
neighborhood, kids were
signing up for summer
jobs, seniors were becom-
ing Foster Grandparents.
Fuel assistance, job-train-
ing, Head Start, childcare
sprang up.

Since the 1960s,
ABCD has built institu-
tions including the com-
munity  health  center
movement; the Women,
Infants & Children pro-
gram; Roxbury Multi-Ser-
vice Center; Urban Col-
lege of Boston and many
more. It spearheaded
community participation,
leadership building, and
community engagement.
In 1973, ABCD and three
other community action
agencies filed a success-
ful class action lawsuit to
prevent President Nixon
from abolishing the Office
of Economic Opportunity.

“ABCD was a leader in
a revolution for poor peo-
ple,” said Drew. “And we
never stopped growing.”

Today ABCD serves
more than 100,000 low-in-
come people annually
with programs and ser-
vices providing help and
support for individuals,
families, seniors, those
with disabilities — whoev-
er is in need.

“John Drew’s work as
the President and CEO of
ABCD — Boston’s lead-
ing anti-poverty organi-
zation — has touched the
lives of countless children
and families, including
many here in East Boston,”
said Rep. Adrian Madaro.
“I wish him a happy retire-
ment and thank him for all
of his work on behalf of
our community.”

Sen. Lydia Edwards
added, “John Drew has lit-
erally dedicated his life to
advocating for thousands
of people. His leadership
has expanded and grown
ABCD and as a former
Councilor and current
Senator I regularly see
and hear about the impact
ABCD has on our lives.
Thank you John for all
your work.”

City Councilor Gabri-
ela Coletta said Drew has
brought an empathic and
compassionate approach
to serving the community
during his tenure as CEO
of ABCD.

“In his time he has un-
derstood that systemic in-
equities often dictate life
circumstances and cen-
tered the humanity of oth-
ers in his work,” she said.
“We are grateful for his

many years of providing
resources to our most vul-
nerable and wish him well
during his retirement.”

ABCD announced that
Sharon  Scott-Chandler,
Esq. will take over the
President and CEO post.

Drew said his succes-
sor, currently ABCD Ex-
ecutive Vice President/
COO, has been approved
by the 50-member ABCD
Board of Directors to take
the reins upon his retire-
ment.

“Sharon has the expe-
rience, expertise and com-
mitment to take ABCD to
the next level,” said Drew.
“I'am proud and privileged
to pass the baton to her,
the first African-American
woman to lead this ex-
traordinary organization.”

Chair of ABCD
Board of Directors Sean
Daughtry said Drew was
always a tireless advocate,
champion and warrior for
all those needing a hand
up in our city, state and
nation.

“John is determined, te-
nacious and relentless in
pursuing goals that give
people in need oppor-
tunities to build a better
life for themselves and
their children, and live
with dignity,” he said.
“His leadership at ABCD
has been a force for good
for all concerned and he
leaves the organization
stronger than ever.”

While Director  of
ABCD Government and
Industrial Relations Bob
Elias added, “I have
worked side by side with
John Drew for decades,
always inspired by his

drive, his commitment, his
vision for the future and
ability to mobilize forces
to make a difference for
those in need. He’s a cre-
ative thinker and passion-
ate leader who is also an
entrepreneur, savvy about
leveraging economics to
meet human needs. During
difficult times, ABCD has
prospered under John’s
unwavering  leadership.
We will miss him,”

A national leader in the
community action and
non-profit sectors for de-
cades, Drew is the found-
er of several national and
Massachusetts-based
non-profit organizations.
As the Northeast region
board member of the Na-
tional Community Action
Foundation, he has spear-
headed national policy im-
pacting low-income peo-
ple and communities.

He also oversaw ex-
pansion of Head Start
programs, particularly
early Head Start, and ini-
tiated several new youth
programs, including
WorkSMART, a year-
round paid work and
learning experience for
disadvantaged youth, and
YEA! Youth Engaged in
Action, a summer program
for low-income 13-year-
olds who are too old for
camp and too young for
traditional summer jobs

programs.
During  his  tenure,
Drew acquired signifi-

cant real estate property
for ABCD and initiated
renovation and high tech-
nology updates to produce
state-of-the-art ~ facilities
that enhanced program

stability for Head Start,
neighborhood programs,
ABCD’s two alternative
high schools, Urban Col-
lege and more. His efforts
supported neighborhood
development and strength-
ened non-profit programs,
expanding services and
opportunities for low-in-
come residents.

In2011,ABCD expand-
ed to also serve the Mystic
Valley region, receiving
federal Community Ser-
vices Block Grant and
other funding designated
for that area and success-
fully providing vital ser-
vices and programs.

Drew’s passion for the
underserved stems in part
from his experiences liv-
ing in public housing fol-
lowing a back injury and,
in the early days of the
anti-poverty movement,
sending his two young
children to Head Start.

“Head Start turned our
lives around,” he said.
“From day one it has been
a beacon of light for strug-
gling families.”

Drew studied at Bentley
College in his mid-30s and
went on to complete his
MBA at Suffolk Univer-
sity. After being licensed
as a Certified Public Ac-
countant, he worked as an
auditor for Peat Marwick
and was assigned to audit
ABCD. He soon joined
the organization’s finance
team and the rest is his-
tory. Before long he was
serving as second-in-com-
mand at ABCD and in
2009 was named Presi-
dent/CEO.
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Ann Faugno

Parishioner and choir member of Our Lady

of Assumption Church

Ann M. (Zirpolo) Faug-
no of East Boston, passed
away peacefully on Sun-
day, May 22 at 94 years
of age.

Ann was a parishio-
ner and choir member of
Our Lady of Assumption
Church

The beloved wife of the
late Gennaro Faugno, she
was the devoted mother
of Marie Palladino and
her late husband, Billy of
East Boston; dear sister
of Richard Zirpolo and
his wife, Wanda of Nah-
ant and the late Michael
Zirpolo and his late wife,
Trudy, and Joe Zirpolo
and his late wife, June;
cherished  grandmother
of Christina and her
husband, Ron Atkinson
and Billy Palladino and
adored great-grandmother
of Danielle and Ashley.

Family and friends
will honor Ann’s life by

L

gathering at the Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home,
971 Saratoga Street, (Ori-
ent Heights) East Boston
today, May 25 from 10
a.m. to 12 noon. A prayer
service will be held in our
Serenity Chapel at noon.
Services will conclude
with Ann being laid to
rest with her beloved hus-
band, Gennaro, at Wood-
lawn Cemetery, Everett.
May they rest in peace.
To leave an online con-
dolence visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Alexander White

Retired Verizon Technician

Alexander White of
Reading, formerly of East
Boston, passed away on
Tuesday, May 17.

Alexander was a grad-
uate of Malden Catholic
High School, Class of
1987. He was a retired
technician for Verizon and
a member of IBEW 2222.

He was the loving son
of Angela (Tirone) White,
John White and his wife.
Diane, dear brother of
Chad, Jimmy and Chris-
topher White; cherished
grandson of maternal
grandmother, Cather-
ine Tirone-Siciliano, her
husband, Joseph and the
late Joseph D. Tirone and
paternal grandparents,
Clara White and the late
James “Whizzer” White
and loving companion of
Sharon Daher. He is also
survived by many cher-
ished aunts, uncles, niec-

es, nephews, cousins and
many special friends.
Services were held at
Ruggiero Family Memori-
al Home, East Boston, on
Sunday, May 22. A Funer-
al Mass was celebrated at
St. Joseph Parish, Wake-
field on Monday, May 23.
Alexander was laid to rest
at Woodlawn Cemetery,
Everett. May he rest in
peace. To leave an online
condolence, please Vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

Giuseppina “Josephine”

Santosuosso
Of East Boston
Giuseppina “Jose-
phine” Santosuosso of

East Boston passed away
peacefully on Friday, May
20 at 89 years of age.

The beloved wife of the
late Anthony Santosuosso,
she was the devoted moth-
er of Carmella Mattera
and her husband, Michael,
Phyllis  Camarca-Chris-
tian and her husband,
Ecedro Christian, Joseph
Santosuosso and the late
Anthony Santosuosso and
his surviving wife, Mary;
cherished grandmother of
Michael, John and Daniel
Mattera and the late An-
thony Santosuosso Jr. and
adored great-grandmother
of Anthony Cali, Jennelle,
Olivia, Michael III, Cole
and Matthew Mattera. She
is also survived by many
loving nieces and neph-
ews.

Family and friends will
honor Josephine’s life by
gathering at the Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home,

\,ﬁ

971 Saratoga Street, (Ori-
ent Heights) East Boston,
today, Wednesday, May
25 from 4 to 8 p.m. and
again on Thursday morn-
ing at 8:30 before leaving
in procession to Sacred
Heart Parish, East Boston
for a Funeral Mass cel-
ebrating Josephine’s life
at 10 a.m. Services will
conclude with Josephine
being laid to rest with her
loving son, Anthony at
Woodlawn Cemetery, Ev-
erett. To leave an online
condolence, please vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

&

Carol Ann Coscia

Of Winthrop, formerly of East Boston

Carol Ann (Curti) Co-
scia of Winthrop, former-
ly of East Boston, passed
away on May 19.

The beloved wife of
Richard Coscia, she was
the devoted mother of
Maria Coscia, Michelle
Repstien and her husband,
Mike and Richard Coscia;
dear sister of Gail Mcln-
tyre and Sandra Marshall
and adored nana of Angela
and Nicholas. She is also
survived by many loving
nieces and nephews.

Family and friends
honored Carol’s life by
gathering at the Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home,
East Boston on Tuesday,
May 24 before leaving in
procession to St. John the
Evangelist Church, 320
Winthrop  Street, Win-
throp for a mass celebrat-

ing Carol’s life. Services
concluded with Carol
being laid to rest at the
mausoleum at Holy Cross
Cemetery in Malden.

In lieu of flowers, me-

morial donations can
be made to Glioblas-
toma Foundation, PO

Box 62066, Durham NC
27715. To leave an online
condolence visit wWww.
ruggieromh.com.

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and
Family Court
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT
T06.L. C. 1908,
§5:304
Docket No.
SU22P1056GD
Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
In the matter of:
Danny Chavez
0f: Boston, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged
Incapacitated Person
To the named Respon-
dent and all other
interested persons, a
petition has been filed by
Denny Chavez of Boston,
MA in the above cap-
tioned matter alleging
that Danny Chavez is in
need of a Guardian and
requesting that (or some
other suitable person) be
appointed as Guardian to
serve on the bond.
The petition asks the
court to determine
that the Respondent is
incapacitated, that the
appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that
the proposed Guardian is
appropriate. The petition
is on file with this court
and may contain a re-
quest for certain specific
authority.
You have the right to
object to this proceeding.
If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file
a written appearance at
this court on or before
10:00 A.M. on the return
date of 06,/30/2022.
This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date
by which you have to file
the written appearance if
you object to the pefition.
If you fail the written
appearance by the return
date, action may be tak-
en in this matter without
further nofice to you.
In addition to filing the

written appearance, you
or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating
the specific facts and
grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the
return date.
IMPORTANT
NOTICE
The outcome of this
proceeding may limit or
completely take away the
above-named person’s
right to make decisions
about personal affairs
or financial affairs or
both. The above-named
person has the right to
ask for a lawyer. Anyone
may make this request
on behalf of the above-
named person. If the
above-named person
cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of this
Court.
Date: May 16, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
5/25/22
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
(OMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE
Docket No.
SU22P0880EA
Estate of:
Evelyn L.
Ficociello
Date of Death:
02/21/2022
To all persons interested
in the above captioned
estate by Petition of Pefi-
tioner Maria McLoughlin
of Middleton, MA
Maria McLoughlin of
Middleton, MA has been
informally appointed as
the Personal Represen-
tative of the estate to
serve without surety on
the bond.
The estate is being ad-
ministered under infor-
mal procedure by the
Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code
without supervision by
the Court. Inventory

and accounts are not
required to be filed with
the Court, but interested
parties are enfitled to
notice regarding the
administration from the
Personal Representative
and can petition the
Court in any matter
relating fo the estate,
including distribution of
assets and expenses of
administration. Inferest-
ed parties are entitled

to petition the Court fo
institute formal proceed-
ings and to obtain orders
terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal
Representatives ap-
pointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the
Pefifion and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the

Petitioner.
5/25/22
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
LETTERS OF
AUTHORITY FOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
Docket No.
SU22P088OEA
Estate of:
Evelyn L.
Ficociello
Date of Death:
02/21/2022
To:
Maria McLoughlin
6 Edgewood Road
Middleton, MA 01949
You have been appointed
and qualified as Personal
Representafive in Unsu-
pervised administration
of this estate on May 05,
2022.
These letters are proof
of your authority to act
pursuant fo G.L. ¢. 1908,
except for the following
restrictions if any:
Date: May 10, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate
5/25/22
EB
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isting community, serves
as a model for sustainable
and also

ratory ailments due to
the pollution from the

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of

$150.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588

VERTUCCIO & SMITH

HOME FOR FUNERALS. INC.

Danny S. Smith

[ Voo ®

"Beechwoo
Funeral Home

262 Beach St,, Revere
(781) 284-1127

Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral 773 Broadway
Revere, MA 02151
Ww.vazzaﬂ merdls 'COW Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM
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FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

BOSTON FAIR HOUSING COMMISSION
One City Hall Plaza, Suite 966

Boston, MA 02201-1054

617-635-4408

CAMBRIDGE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
51 Inman Street

Cambridge, MA 02139-1732

617-349-4396

CONNECTICUT COMMISSION ON HUMAN
RIGHTS & OPPORTUNITIES

21 Grand Street, 4th Floor

Hartford, CT 06106-1561

860-541-3400

MAINE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
51 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333

207-624-6050

MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION
One Ashburton Place, Room 601

Boston, MA 02108-1599

617-994-6000

RHODE ISLAND COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
180 Westminster Street, 3" floor

Providence, RI 02903-3768

401-222-2661/62

VERMONT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
135 State Street, Drawer 33

Montpelier, VT 05633-6301

802-828-2480

NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
2 Chenell Drive

Concord, NH 03301-9053

603-271-2767

NEW HAVEN COMMISSION ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
200 Orange Street, Room 402

New Haven, CT 06510

203-946-8160/8165

4
v

FUNERAL HOME

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

development,
contributes fiscally to the
health center. Why not
build a development that
is 75% mixed income and
only 25% ‘“‘unaffordable”
instead of the other way
around? I fear that what
we have accepted as the
norm is destroying the
very fabric of this com-
munity.

Due to the timing of
this development (coming
after numerous oversized
luxury complexes were
pushed through the zoning
process over the objection
of community groups) and
the size of this project, it is
serving as a lightning rod
and is mobilizing numer-
ous community groups in
opposition.

EBNHC has long had
a stellar reputation, and
building a development
with so much opposi-
tion from the community
stands to tarnish this irrep-
arably. This does not need
to be the case. This devel-
opment could be done in
true partnership with the
community and serve as
a model for the nation and
the city. People would be
excited to see it happen
instead of protesting it at
every step.

In addition to lack of
affordable housing, East
Boston suffers from high
asthma and other respi-

airport, tunnel and other
access roads. By creating
a sustainable, reasonably
sized development, you
could have a positive im-
pact rather than a nega-
tive one on the health of
East Boston. Solar panels,
eclectic vehicle charging,
increased green space,
and community gardens,
would all contribute posi-
tively to the health of our
community.

Lastly, it is my opinion
that if you decrease the
density and stagger the
height so that it is lower
closer to the Greenway
and existing structures,
and increases as it moves
towards the overpass, you
may receive less resistance
from the community.

This development
could be a win-win rath-
er than messy protracted
fight. Prioritizing wellness
over profit is in line with
the mission of the health
center. I urge EBNHC to
listen to the voices of the
community and change
the scale and focus of the
project.

Rick Cresta

(As a resident of the
Gumball Factory I am a
direct abutter to this proj-
ect. Although I am a mem-
ber of several community
groups, I am writing only
as an individual .)

SEND US YOUR NEWS

photos to deb@reverejournal.com

The Times encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news releases, business and

education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway,
Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be faxed to 781-485-1403. We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and
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Three Eastie community-based organizations among recipients of American Rescue Plan Act funds

By John Lynds

The  Boston  Pub-
lic Health Commission
(BPHC) has awarded
three East Boston commu-
nity-based organizations
that are working to ad-
dress social determinants
of health with American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
funding.

Eastie Farm, the East
Boston Community Soup
Kitchen (EBCSK) and the
East Boston Neighbor-
hood of Affordable Hous-
ing (NOAH) were among
34 organizations citywide
to share in $1.5 million in
ARPA funding. The ARPA
funds will support East-
ie Farm, the EBCSK and
NOAH’s general operation
costs to offset losses from
the pandemic and stabilize
these critical organizations
and resources. Each Eastie
organization will receive a
grant between $20,000 and
$50,000from the ARPA
funding that was approved
by the Boston City Coun-

cil in 2021.
“Many communi-
ty-based organizations

suffered financial hard-
ship due to the COVID-19
pandemic, yet the need for
their services grew during
the past two years,” said
Commissioner of Public
Health and Executive Di-
rector of the BPHC Dr.
Bisola Ojikutu. “BPHC
is proud to support orga-
nizations that are meeting
the urgent needs of their
communities and advanc-
ing our shared mission to
build a healthier Boston.”
BPHC awarded fund-
ing to community-based
organizations working on
a wide range of issues that
impact Bostonians’ health
and wellness, such as food
access and security, and
safe and affordable hous-
ing, and other social deter-
minants of health. Social
determinants of health in-
fluence access to resources
and opportunities and im-
pact people’s health.
Eastie Farm Found-

er and Director Kannan
Thiruvengadam said the
farm has worked without a
break since the beginning
of the pandemic to provide
food relief to families in
Eastie and elsewhere.

“We have also kept our
operations going,” said
Thiruvengadam. “COVID
affected our operations
and programming, as it
did many other organi-
zations, immensely. Ev-
erything from seedling
sales to raised bed con-
struction was  stretched
out from what could have
been a few days, to sever-
al months, leading to in-
creased expenses both in
terms of supplies and staff
time. This increase in cost
was unfunded and creat-
ed a hole in our budget.
Some of the consequenc-
es are not easily measur-
able, such as staff burnout.
Even so, this support from
BPHC is a relief, and we
appreciate it as it allows us
to look forward and con-
tinue to bring benefits to

our community.”

NOAH’s Executive Di-
rector Phil Giffee said this
funding helps NOAH to
continue to serve people
still feeling the effects of
the pandemic.

“It also helps us to as-
sist with both personal or
communal needs relevant
to building the community
back up from socio-eco-
nomic, as well as climate
related challenges,” said
Giffee.

NOAH’s Director of
Community Building En-
vironment and Resilience

Latifa Ziyad added that
when she got word NOAH
received the grant it was
proof positive the BPHC
is there to help.

“This is just the type
of fluid, fast acting re-
source that lets us respond
to challenges in real-time
without a hiccup,” she
said.

EBCSK Founder and
Director Sandra Nijjar
said Eastie Farm, NOAH
and the soup kitchen are
all doing incredibly no-
ble work in the commu-
nity and deserving of this

award from BPHC.

“We at EBCSK have
had the blessing to col-
laborate with both East-
ie Farm and NOAH and
support each other, partic-
ularly during this corona-
virus crisis,” said Nijjar.
“I, along with our EBCSK
board members and lead-
ership team, would like
to congratulate and wish
both of these two amazing
organizations even more
success in the future as we
all move forward.”
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MEMORIAL DAY

REMEMBER THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR OUR COUNTRY

Thursday May 26" 13 Lovell St, Mary
10:30 AM Ellen Welch Greenway

Please join the Massachusetts Port
Authority for a World War Il
MWemorial Dedication

The dedication will
honor the citizens of
East Boston who
served their

country at home and
abroad during World War I

This Memorial Day...

Never forget the
®  sacrifices of our

abroad and at home.
Today we honor
their memory...

We thank you for
your sacrifices so
that we might all
continue to live in
freedom.

you will never be forgotten.

Sheriff Steven W. Tompkins & the
Suffolk County Sheriff’s Department

Though you are gone from us,

HAVE A HEALTHY
& SAFE MEMORIAL
DAY HOLIDAY

State Representative

ADRIAN

MADARO

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

P Those who fave long enjoyed such

privileges as we enjoy forget in time
that men have died to win them."
— Franklin D. Roosevelt

Remembermg

Memorial Day
CHANNEL FISH

370 East Eagle Street
East Boston, MA
617-569-3200

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Our Family Serving Your Family With Professionalism, Dignity & Respect”

o Ample Off Street Parking ¢ Complimentary Valet Parking ¢ Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends ¢ Se Habla Espanol

617-569-0990 ¢ Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com
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