
By John Lynds

At a recent communi-
ty meeting Eastie Farm’s 
Max Chezem said the 
neighborhood’s popular 
community building urban 
farm is looking to expand 
its Community-Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) pro-

gram. 
Eastie Farm, which has 

been dedicated to pursuing 
climate justice, improving 
food access, and foster-
ing community resilience 
through the development 
of interactive urban agri-
cultural spaces since 2014, 
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Community rallies 
around victims 

By John Lynds

An early morning blaze 
ripped through three apart-
ment buildings on Maver-
ick Street early Monday 
morning. 

Just before 4 am Mon-
day morning the Boston 
Fire Department respond-

ed to a fire at 183 Mav-
erick Street. When fire-
fighters arrived there was 
already heavy fire on all 
three floors of 183 Mav-
erick and flames were 
quickly spreading to the 
adjacent building. 

With the fire spreading, 
BFD Commissioner John 
Dempsey ordered a fourth 
alarm. 

After the fourth alarm 
was ordered all companies 

battling the blaze were 
ordered out of the build-
ing due to flames break-
ing through the roof and 
spreading to two addition-
al buildings. 

Frigid temperatures 
Monday caused the water 
to freeze on contact mak-
ing the streets slippery and 
challenging for firefighters 
as they continued to battle 
the fire. 

Less than an hour into 

the fire Commissioner 
Dempsey ordered a fifth 
and sixth alarm and BFD 
received logistical sup-
port from fire departments 
in Chelsea, Cambridge, 
Newton, Brookline, Quin-
cy, Somerville and Need-
ham. All responding de-
partments helped cover 
Eastie’s fire stations while 
BFD worked to extinguish 

See FIRE Page 3

Six-alarm fire rips through Maverick Street apartment

Eastie native’s art wins 
international contest 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and 
artist Jim Zaccaria will 
be honored in Hollywood 
next month as the winner 
of the international  Illus-
trators of the Future Con-
test. Zaccaria will accept 
his award at the Taglyan 
Complex in Los Angeles 
on Friday, April 8th. 

In addition to being 
named the winner of the 
contest, Zaccaria’s art has 
earned him a cash prize 
and will be published in 
the international bestsell-
ing anthology, L. Ron 
Hubbard Presents Writ-
ers of the Future Volume 
38.  Prior to the black-tie 

awards gala, Zaccaria will 
attend a week-long work-
shop with some of the top 
professionals in the indus-
try.  

One of Jim Zaccaria’s art that catapulted him to be named 
winner of the international contest.

East Boston native Jim 
Zaccaria will be honored in 
Hollywood next month as 
the winner of the interna-
tional  Illustrators of the 
Future Contest.

See ZACCARIA Page 2

By John Lynds

This week, Sen. Lydia 
Edwards, who will con-
tinue to serve as Eastie 
City Councilor until April 
30, announced legislation 
in the Boston City Coun-
cil that takes direct aim at 
Eversource’s controversial 
substation plan in  East 
Eagle Square. 

Edwards said the legis-
lation aims to secure the 
environmental rights of 
Boston residents and en-
sure the city has adequate 
safeguards against impact-
ful energy and industrial 
projects. 

In January the Conser-
vation Law Foundation 
(CLF) filed an appeal on 
behalf of more than ten 
residents in Eastie to stop 

construction of the Ever-
source substation that the 
state’s Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
(DEP) recently granted a 
license. 

In its appeal CLF ar-
gues state officials shut 
the community out of the 
planning process for the 
project, wrongfully char-
acterized the substation 
as a water-dependent use, 
and failed to consider the 
negative impact on envi-
ronmental justice popula-
tions.

Edwards’ said her 
council district and home 
neighborhood of Eastie are 
burdened by air pollution, 
a lack of tree canopy and 
open space, and climate 

Edwards’ legislation 
takes direct aim at 
Eversource substation

See SUBSTATION Page 2

Eastie Farm looks to expand
Community-Supported Agriculture

PHOPTOS COURTESY OF BOSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

A 6-alarm fire tore through three buildings on Maverick Street early Monday morning displacing 25 residents. (Clockwise 
from top) It took nearly three hours for firefighters to extinguish the blaze as they battled frigid temperatures and wind; 
The fire, which started before 4am, quickly spread to the roof and forced firefighters to evacuate the inside; The frigid 
temperatures caused water to freeze on contact with the building and made the streets slippery as firefighters battled the 
fire. 
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impacts such as flooding 
and sea level rise–factors 
made worse by the irre-
sponsible siting and ex-
pansion of certain energy 
and industrial facilities.

“Residents of the City 
of Boston have repeated-
ly been denied environ-
mental rights which are 
fundamental to our state 
constitution,” said Ed-
wards. “Where justice has 
been denied, we will leg-
islate new protections and 
safeguards for residents 
against energy companies 
that have abused their 
power for too long.”

Edwards’s “An Act to 
Secure Environmental 
Justice in the City of Bos-
ton”, a home rule petition, 

would make three targeted 
changes to Boston’s Zon-
ing Enabling Act. 

The legislation would 
empower the Building 
Commissioner of the City 
of Boston to enforce state 
constitution and law by 
issuing a stop work order 
to projects that violate le-
gally established environ-
mental rights. It would re-
move a current exemption 
for utility companies from 
complying with Boston’s 
zoning code in the future 
as well as direct the Bos-
ton Zoning Commission 
to establish clear rules for 
zoning review of energy 
projects. 

“We at GreenRoots 
have firsthand knowledge 

of how utility companies 
ignore communities and 
fast track processes,” said 
John Walkey of Green-
Roots. “This necessary 
tool will center commu-
nity and environmental 
justice.”

CLF’s appeal challeng-
es the site’s Chapter 91 
state waterfront license. 
Massachusetts’ Chapter 
91 regulations require 
waterfront projects to pro-
vide certain community 
benefits that are greater 
than project detriments. 
CLF argues by mischar-
acterizing this project as 
a water-dependent use, 
Eversource and state offi-
cials are effectively side-
stepping more rigorous 
review and public benefit 
requirements that should 
be required for this site.

Eastie residents were 
promised an athletic field 
and natural flood protec-
tion buffer on the Condor 
Street property, which was 
City land until Eversource 
was given the prime wa-

terfront site in a hastily 
arranged land swap with 
the City to build the new 
Bremen Street Branch Li-
brary. Eversource owned 
the land the current library 
sits on but was given city 
land on the Chelsea Creek 
so the library could be 
built. 

Prior to the land swap, 
the City’s Inspection-
al Services Department 
granted Eversource a 
complete waiver on basic 
City review of the project. 
The City gave Eversource 
this rarely-given blanket 
waiver without any notice 
to neighbors or opportuni-
ty for comment.

“The East Boston com-
munity deserves to have 
their voices heard,” said 
CLF Vice President Sta-
ci Rubin.  “Officials have 
repeatedly ignored the 
fact that residents over-
whelmingly oppose the 
Eversource project in 
their neighborhood. Sena-
tor Edwards is absolutely 
right to continue to push 

for environmental justice 
for East Boston.”

The state’s Energy 
Facilities Siting Board 
(EFSB) unanimously ap-
proved Eversource’s high-
ly controversial plan to 
build a new substation in 
February 2021. 

Despite state Energy 
and Environmental Af-
fairs Secretary Kathleen 
Theoharides saying at 
Monday’s hearing that 
the substation would be 
placed in a “heavily, heav-
ily industrialized area 
within an environmental 
justice community that 
has historically suffered 
disproportionate environ-
mental harms and a heavy 
burden of infrastructure” 
she still voted in favor of 
Eversource’s plans as an 
EFSB board member.

The project was then 
granted a license from the 
DEP. 

During Boston’s Mu-
nicipal Election in No-
vember a non-binding 
ballot question was posed 

to voters here and across 
the city asking if the sub-
station should be sited in 
East Eagle Square. An 
overwhelming number of 
voters thought Eversource 
should not build a substa-
tion in Eastie and seek a 
nearby alternative location 
such as non-residential 
Massport land at Logan 
Airport. 

During the election 
5,755 Eastie voters voted 
“NO” on Question 2 with 
only 600 voting “YES”. 
A NO vote meant that the 
voter opposed building the 
substation at the proposed 
East Eagle Square loca-
tion and favored locating 
the facility at a secure lo-
cation such as Logan Air-
port. 

Citywide 101,953 vot-
ers voted “NO” on the 
ballot question with only 
19,797 voting “YES”.  At 
101,953 NO votes against 
the substation received the 
largest single vote total for 
any ballot measure or can-
didate in Boston over the 
last 17 municipal elections 
according to the City of 
Boston Election Depart-
ment records. 

Historically, a 
non-binding  ballot ques-
tion provides information 
to elected officials and the 
public of voter sentiment 
on a particular issue and 
it seems most Bostonians 
are on Eastie’s side when 
it comes to this particular 
issue. 

Edwards is filing the 
home rule petition as a 
city councilor and will 
seek local passage prior to 
her conclusion of service 
on the council in April. 

Substation //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                  PRICE  	
Yee, Christopher     	 Talbot, Robert J     	 36 Annavoy St                	 $900,000  
Gehrlein, Richard	 Trichilo Development LLC	 37 Horace St #102            	 $599,900   
Rocha, Marvin J     	 341 Chelsea Street RT  	 89 Prescott St #A          	 $587,900  
Hanton, Robert F	 Marquez, Cecilia I	 156 Porter St #152  	 $365,000  
Marks, Travis J	 Digirolamo John A Est   	 203 Lexington St              	 $755,000   
HBR Lebanon LLC	 Maverick RT           	 264 Maverick St            	 $1,161,500 
DB Saratoga LLC	 Watson, Joanne         	 694 Saratoga St       	 $682,000  

Transformative Health-
care announced a 
$1,000,000 Paramedic 
Training School scholar-
ship program to enable 
EMTs aspiring to become 
Paramedics access to 
state-of-the-art education 
at a fraction of the tuition 
expense. Over eighty (80) 
EMTs will receive schol-
arships to participate in 
the 2022 Paramedic train-
ing classes.

“In New England and 
throughout the United 
States, there is a signif-
icant shortage of Para-
medics that are necessary 
to meet the emergency 

medical service needs of 
our communities,” said 
Thomas McEntee, CEO 
of Transformative Health-
care. “By establishing a 
$1,000,000 scholarship 
program, Transformative 
Healthcare aims to pro-
actively address New En-
gland’s Paramedic short-
age by making access to 
state-of-the-art Paramedic 
education much more af-
fordable.   Scholarship re-
cipients in our 2022 Para-
medic training classes will 
pay only $1,500, an 83% 
discount to the $13,000 
tuition.” 

While the EMS indus-

try is characterized by a 
significant shortage of 
EMS professionals, de-
mand for Paramedic and 
EMT professionals is 
projected to be amongst 
the fastest growing oc-
cupations in the United 
States. Demand for these 
professionals is projected 
to grow  6 percent from 
2019 to 2029, faster than 
the average for all occupa-
tions[1].

Transformative Health-
care’s CoAEMPS[2] ac-
credited Paramedic Train-
ing Program is the only 
educational program in 
Massachusetts to feature 

a range of state-of-the-art 
simulation technologies 
that vastly increase the 
efficacy of the learning 
experience. The technol-
ogies include Oculus Vir-
tual Reality, Immersive 
Interactive’s immersive 
simulation technologies 
and specialized simulation 
mannequins by TraumaFx 
and LifeCast. Paramed-
ic students experience 
highly realistic situations 
where they can train in 
real-life, virtual scenarios 
such as car crashes, burn-
ing buildings, , first-per-
son shooter events and 
more.  Moreover, students 
can treat mock patients 
where they experience 
high-tech mannequins that 
are bleeding, have broken 
bones, severe burns and 
more.

“ T r a n s f o r m a t i v e 
Healthcare’s Center of Ex-
cellence Education Team 
is dedicated to accelerat-
ing the development of our 
team members, and oth-
er Massachusetts EMTs, 
seeking to advance their 
careers as Paramedics,” 
said Andy Defrias, Direc-
tor of Training and Educa-
tion. “Our team offers the 

most advanced training 
and education program, 
so our Paramedic students 
can deliver the most effec-
tive patient care”. 

About Transformative 
Healthcare

Company Highlights
• Leading medical 

transportation & logistics 
company in Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire and 
Maine

• 1,500+ clinicians & 
professionals

• More than 150 years 
serving our communities

• 2,500+ facilities 
served

• Millions of patients 
served with exceptional 
care

Transformative Health-
care delivers cost efficient, 
high quality patient out-
comes by optimizing how 
patients and data move 
through the healthcare 
system. We create cus-
tomized partnerships for 
municipal 911 emergen-
cy response, inter-facility 
medical transportation, 
mobile patient testing, 
vaccine administration, 
remote patient monitoring 
and logistics services. Our 
proprietary software and 

analytics improve patient 
outcomes while reducing 
healthcare costs.

End-to-End COVID-19 
Solutions at Scale

Transformative Health-
care launched mobile & 
onsite COVID-19 testing 
and vaccine administra-
tion services starting in 
April 2020 to serve major 
organizations in Massa-
chusetts and New Hamp-
shire. We proudly support 
the risk management & re-
turn-to-work strategies of 
state governments, munic-
ipalities, skilled-nursing 
& assisted living facilities, 
private universities & col-
leges, and corporations.

Transformative Health-
care is proud to support the 
Commonwealth’s ‘Stop 
the Spread’ campaign and 
bring COVID-19 testing 
and vaccination programs 
to the most vulnerable pop-
ulations. The company’s 
COVID-19 TRACR soft-
ware platform (Test-Re-
sult-Authorize-Contact 
Trace-Report) has assist-
ed Massachusetts to be at 
the forefront of pandem-
ic management and re-
sponse.

Paramedic Training School scholarship program for Massachusetts’s EMTs announced

The Revere Beach Part-
nership, in coordination 
with the City of Revere and 
the Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation, is 
excited to announce that 
it will be hosting the 18th 
Annual Revere Beach In-
ternational Sand Sculpt-
ing Festival from July 
22 to 24. After hosting a 
modified and scaled-back 
version in 2021, the event 
elements will return in full 
including the return of the 
Master Sand Sculpting 
Competition! 

“The mission of the Re-
vere Beach Partnership is 
to preserve and enhance 
America’s first public 
beach for the enjoyment 
of all. With this as our fo-
cus, we are committed to 
putting on a world-class 
event that invites visitors 
from all over the world 
and showcases the beauty 
of Revere Beach and all 
that Revere and its sur-
roundings have to offer,” 
said John Hamel, Chair-
man of the Revere Beach 
International Sand Sculpt-
ing Festival Committee.

The theme for this 

year’s event will be 
“Wonders of the World” 
and will feature an event 
centerpiece highlighting 
the world’s most famous 
landmarks. The event will 
include its signature mas-
ter sand sculpting compe-
tition featuring 15 master 
sand sculptors, three days 
of live entertainment, food 
trucks, specialty food ven-
dors, exhibitors, amuse-
ment rides, as well as 
some special surprises that 
will be announced closer 
to the event!

“We are so excited to 
welcome everyone to Re-
vere Beach for the 18th 
Annual International 
Sand Sculpting Festival,” 
said Mayor Brian Arri-
go. “As the first public 
beach in America, Revere 
Beach has always been a 
destination spot for visi-
tors.  We’re thrilled to see 
that this year’s festival 
will have all the festivities 
as previous years - with 
live entertainment, fire-
works, and access to enjoy 
food from local business-
es, there will be something 
for everyone to enjoy.”

The Revere Beach Part-
nership is excited to see 
everyone on the beach 
once again for this free, 
family-friendly event that 
has become a New En-
gland tradition. More de-
tails and announcements 
about the event will be 
made at a later date. For 
the most up-to-date infor-
mation about the event, 
please visit our website 
www.rbissf.com or follow 
us on social media.

About The Revere 
Beach Partnership

Revere Beach Part-
nership is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization 
that was established in 
2001.

The mission of the Re-
vere Beach Partnership is 
to preserve and enhance 
America’s first public 
beach for the enjoyment 
of all. The partnership is 
made up of a volunteer 
board that shares a love 
for Revere and Revere 
Beach. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
reverebeachpartnership.
com or www.rbissf.com. 

2022 Revere Beach International 
Sand Sculpting Festival is planned

By John Lynds

For the past two years 
the East Boston Chapter 
of Mothers Out Front has 
been lobbying to have 
HEPA purifiers installed 
in every school, home and 
daycare in Eastie to com-
bat air pollutants that lead 
to a wide array of respira-
tory diseases. 

Over the summer Moth-
ers Out Front received a 
City of Boston Communi-
ty Clean Air Grant, a pro-
gram offered by the Envi-
ronment Department and 
the Air Pollution Control 

Commission. 
Mothers Out Front re-

ceived $51,764 for the 
East Boston Home Day-
care Air Purification proj-
ect. The project focuses 
on an air quality campaign 
providing HEPA purifi-
ers to at-home childcare 
facilities, many of which 
are run by women of col-
or and vulnerable popula-
tions. 

Mothers Out Front and 
the East Boston Social 
Center, collaborated with 
Air Partners/Olin Col-
lege,to install HEPA pu-
rifiers in 27 East Boston 

home daycares. The ob-
jectives are to reduce chil-
dren’s exposure to ultra-
fine particulate pollution 
and to create engagement 
strategies that both build 
awareness of pollution 
and related health impli-
cations, and also ensure 
compliance and success. 

Now, the Neighbor-
hood of Affordable Hous-
ing (NOAH) is joining the 
movement to purify the 
indoor air in Eastie and re-
cently received a $50,000 
Community Clean Air 

NOAH joins push to increase 
number of HEPA filters in Eastie

See AIR FILTERS Page 5
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By John Lynds

At a press conference 
last Wednesday outside 
the East Boston YMCA 
on Bremen Street, May-
or Michelle Wu said, for 
anyone who has had to try 
to find an early childhood 
education seat in Boston 
navigating the many com-
plicated systems, registra-
tions and applications can 
be a daunting task. 

“This is time for city 
leadership to step up and 
help provide a one stop 
shop,” said Mayor Wu. 
“We know that the pan-
demic has deepened ev-
ery challenge that the city 
is facing, and our child-
care gaps in access and 
the stresses on our early 
educators have certainly 
deepened as well. In Bos-
ton, and in Massachusetts, 
we have the second high-
est cost of childcare any-
where around the country 
and we continue to see 
the impacts of that ripple 
throughout our communi-
ties, throughout our econ-
omy and throughout our 
city.”

To combat this Wu 
announced the creation 
of the Office of Early 
Childhood to advance 
the administration’s com-
mitment to universal, 
affordable, high-quality 
early education and care 
for all children under 
five. The new office will 
expand access to early 
education and childcare 
programs, invest in Bos-
ton’s early education and 
care workforce, and serve 
as a central point-of-en-
try for residents looking 
for information on early 
education and childcare 
programming and wrap-
around services for young 
children and their fami-
lies. 

The Office will address 
needs highlighted in Bos-
ton’s 2021 Childcare Cen-
sus Survey report, which 
the Mayor also released 
Wednesday. 

“We conducted this 
census just to understand 
the needs and realities 
of our Early Education 
and Care ecosystem from 
families and educators,” 
said Wu. “We are here to 
report back that unsurpris-
ingly, the vast majority of 
families who participated 
in the Census reported that 
they are looking for for-
malized care, but having 
trouble finding it. Many 
of our families are relying 
on some informal arrange-
ment, often with a family 
member, often not cov-
ering enough hours that 
are needed (for parents to 
work).”

Wu said 81 percent 
undergoing this kind of 
informal arrangement are 
women and this is impact-
ing their own careers and 
their own professional de-
velopment. 

“The costs are high,” 
said Wu. “The need is 
great, but the opportunity 
is tremendous right now 
as well. So it is time to tru-

ly tackle root causes and  
understand just how much 
our child care infrastruc-
ture is the foundation for 
families to thrive all across 
our city and beyond.”

The Office will ad-
vance the Mayor’s work 
to prioritize the City’s 
youngest residents and 
their families by: Accel-
erating the creation of a 
universal pre-K system 
that stretches across Bos-
ton Public Schools (BPS), 
community-based organi-
zations, and family-based 
childcare programs, and 
expanding high-quality, 
affordable options for in-
fants and toddlers; Cre-
ating a one-stop shop for 
enrollment and access to 
early education and child-
care programs by building 
an accessible, multilingual 
platform so that options 
are clear, streamlined, 
and accessible to all fam-
ilies; Investing in the early 
education and childcare 
workforce by building 
sustainable career path-
ways that recognize early 
educators as professionals 
who are essential to young 
children’s wellbeing; Co-
ordinating outreach and 
information for City and 
community programming 
that impacts the lives of 
young children and their 
families. 

Wu said the city will be 
hiring a leader of the new 
Office of Early Childhood 
to advance this work in 
partnership with the Bos-
ton Public Schools, the 
Mayor’s Office of Wom-
en’s Advancement, the 
Boston Public Health 
Commission, Boston Cen-
ters for Youth and Fam-
ilies, other City depart-
ments, and community 
organizations that serve 
Boston’s children and 
families.

“We are excited to 
deepen the City’s invest-
ment in high-quality, ac-
cessible childcare solu-
tions for early childhood 
professionals, families, 
and their little ones,” 
said Executive Director 
of the Mayor’s Office of 
Women’s Advancement 
Alexandra Valdez. “The 
Office of Early Childhood 
will continue the work of 
looking at closing child 
care gaps with community 
voices at the center. This 
will not only create oppor-
tunities to further support 
a child’s care needs and 
early development, but 
also empower a profession 
that is largely represented 
by women, specifically 
women of color, and our 

immigrant community.”
Wu added that Boston 

Public Schools has led 
the way in building out 
a mixed-delivery system 
for universal pre-K (UPK) 
that integrates both BPS 
classrooms and communi-
ty-based organizations. In 
its third year, the UPK pro-
gram currently serves 664 
pre-K students through 21 
community-based organi-
zations across 32 program 
sites; 2,556 non-special 
education K1 seats for 
4-year-olds, and 880 spe-
cial education seats for 3- 
and 4-year-olds in K0/K1.

“It’s quite fitting that 
we’re here at the East Bos-
ton YMCA because this is 
a cornerstone institution 
that provides early edu-
cation and care for fam-
ilies and children in East 
Boston,” said Rep. Adrian 
Madaro. “I want to thank 
Mayor Wu for her com-
mitment to these issues. I 
think it’s extremely excit-
ing that we’re here learn-

Staff Report

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced 
the launch of a new $75 
million grant program to 
support Massachusetts 
small businesses impacted 
by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  The new program 
is part of the plan to spend 
$4 billion in American 
Rescue Plan funding that 
was signed into law by 
Governor Charlie Baker 
in December 2021.  The 
new program is mod-
eled after Massachusetts 
Growth Capital Corpora-
tion’s (MGCC) successful 
COVID-19 small business 
relief program. Under that 
effort, which became the 
biggest state-sponsored 
business relief program in 
the nation, MGCC over-
saw the distribution of ap-
proximately $705 million 
to over 15,000 small busi-
nesses across Massachu-
setts.  Today’s announce-
ment was made at Luanda 
Restaurant and Lounge in 
Brockton, a family-owned 
business that received fi-
nancial support through 
MGCC’s prior COVID re-
lief grant program.

“We have been proud 
to support small business-
es in every corner of the 
Commonwealth through 
the MGCC small busi-
ness program during the 
pandemic, but we know 
that some challenges re-
main for many business-
es,” said Governor Charlie 
Baker.  “With the launch 
of this new effort, we can 
build on MGCC’s suc-
cessful work and direct 
important federal funding 
to those businesses with 
the greatest need quickly 
and effectively.” 

“Restaurants like Luan-
da are fundamental to the 
character of our neighbor-
hoods, main streets and 
downtowns in every city 
and town in Massachu-
setts,” said Lt. Governor 
Karyn Polito.  “This new 
initiative will ensure that 
businesses that need help 
the most will be able to 
take advantage of addi-
tional opportunities.”

The $75 million will be 
focused on small business-
es that employ between 

two and 50 people, with 
$25 million directed to-
ward businesses that did 
not qualify for previous 
MGCC grants because of 
a lack of revenue loss in 
2020; and $50 million di-
rected to businesses that 
reach underserved mar-
kets and historically un-
derrepresented groups, or 
are minority-, women-, or 
veteran-owned businesses, 
or are owned by individu-
als with disabilities or who 
identify as a member of the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

Under both categories, 
grants will range from 
$10,000 to $75,000, and 
will be capped at the less-
er of $75,000 or three 
months of operating ex-
penses.  Grant funding can 
be used for employee and 
benefit costs, mortgage in-
terest, rent, utilities, and in-
terest on debt.

“The challenges faced 
by Massachusetts’ small 
businesses during COVID 
have been enormous, but 
in my district and across 
the state I have seen so 
many entrepreneurs and 
innovators respond with 
incredible perseverance 
and grace. Small business-
es are the backbone of our 
economy, and they deserve 
our support,” said Senate 
President Karen E. Spilka. 
“Today’s grants represent a 
choice by the Legislature to 
center small businesses in 
our effort for an equitable 
recovery. I am grateful to 
the Massachusetts Growth 
Capital Corporation for 
their work to distribute 
these funds to so many de-
serving businesses and I am 
thankful to all of the small 
businesses who have done 
so much for Massachu-
setts.”

“I am pleased to hear that 
the small business grant 
program, created through 
the Legislature’s ARPA 
bill, is now accepting ap-
plications, and will soon 
be distributing these funds 
to our small businesses,” 
said  Speaker of the House 
Ronald J. Mariano. “Deliv-
ering on the Legislature’s 
intent to pass a bill truly 
focused on equity, a signif-
icant portion of the funds 
from the small business 
program will specifical-
ly target minority-owned, 

women-owned, and veter-
an-owned small businesses, 
as well as small businesses 
that didn’t receive previous 
grants during the pandem-
ic. Small businesses are 
oftentimes the backbone of 
our communities and local 
economies, and I look for-
ward to seeing these invest-
ments remain a priority for 
the House of Representa-
tives moving forward.”

“When help was need-
ed the most during the 
pandemic, the Massa-
chusetts Growth Capital 
Corporation scaled up a 
nation-leading program to 
support our small business-
es and the families and en-
trepreneurs behind them,” 
said Housing and Econom-
ic Development Secretary 
Mike Kennealy. “I’m grate-
ful to the MGCC team for 
once again stepping up to 
direct vital funding to the 
neighborhoods and com-
munities that continue to 
face challenges created by 
this unprecedented public 
health crisis.”

“MGCC is pleased to be 
an instrument of recovery 
for the smallest of busi-
nesses throughout Massa-
chusetts most affected by 
COVID-19 with these two 
new grants programs,” 
said Lawrence Andrews, 
CEO and President of 
MGCC. “The Baker-Poli-
to Administration and the 
Legislature recognize that 
certain communities have 
been disproportionately 
impacted by the pandem-
ic, and the goal of this 
funding will bring relief 
and stability to additional 
businesses throughout the 
Commonwealth.” 

In addition to priori-
tizing applications from 
businesses that did not 
qualify for prior aid and 
businesses owned by in-
dividuals from historically 
underserved populations 
or operate in underserved 
markets, eligible busi-
nesses must currently be 
in operation and based in 
Massachusetts. Applicants 
must also demonstrate 
that business revenues 
for 2020 were between 
$40,000 and $2.5 million.

Learn more at Empow-
eringSmallBusiness.org.

Baker-Polito announce small business relief program

 BPDA Income-restricted Home Ownership Opportunity 

 211 Condor Street 
 East Boston, MA 02128 

 2  income-restricted Units 

 # of Units  # of bedrooms  Price  Maximum Income Limit (% AMI) 

 1  1  $202,900  80% 

 1  2  $314,000  80%-100% 

 Maximum Income Limits 
 (set by the BPDA + based on the household size + AMI) 

 HH size  80% AMI 
 Maximum Income 

 100 % AMI 
 Maximum Income 

 1  $67,700  $84,600 
 2  $77,350  $96,650 
 3  $87,000  $108,750 
 4  $96,650  $120,800 
 5  $104,400  $130,500 
 6  $112,150  $140,150 

 Maximum Asset Limits 
 80% AMI  100% 
 $75,000  $100,000 

 Does  not  include retirement. Does include Real Estate 

 To learn more about eligibility + the BPDA screening requirements, please visit: 
 http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/faqs#application-lottery-questions 

 Applications are available online or via email for 14 days, from March 5  th  , 2022 – March 19  th  , 
 2022 

 To request an online application or to have one sent by email visit  https://bit.ly/CondorLottery  or 
 call (617) 306-4540 or email  flatsoncondorlottery@nemoves.com 

 After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston continues to 
 discourage the in-person application distribution period. 

 If you cannot complete the application online, please call us at  (617) 306-4540  , to request 
 that we mail you one and to ask us for any support or guidance you might need to 
 complete the application or email us at  flatsoncondorlottery@nemoves.com  for assistance. 
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 Mail to: 
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 ●  Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply. 
 ●  Preference for Boston Residents. 
 ●  Preference for First-Time Homebuyers 
 ●  Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom  . 

 For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable 
 accommodations, please call  (617) 306-4540   or email 
 flatsoncondorlottery@nemoves.com  . 

 Equal Housing Opportunity 
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Mayor Michelle Wu speaks as Rep. Adrian Madaro and Sen. Lydia Edwards looks on. 

Mayor Wu announces creation 
of the Office of Early Childhood

Greater Boston YMCA COO Jarrett Royster addresses the 
crowd. 

See MAYOR WU Page 5
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SOME THOUGHTS 
RE: RUSSIA VS. 
UKRAINE

To the Editor,
The most recent inva-

sion of Ukraine by Russia 
would have come as no 
surprise to former British 
Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill who declared 
in his brilliant prescient 
speech in 1946 in Fulton 
Missouri, in the aftermath 
of World War 2:

“From Stettin in the Bal-
tic to Trieste in the Adri-
atic an iron curtain has 
descended across the Con-
tinent. Behind that line lie 
all the capitals of the an-
cient states of Central and 
Eastern Europe. Warsaw, 
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, 
Budapest, Belgrade, Bu-
charest and Sofia, all these 
famous cities and the pop-
ulations around them lie in 
what I must call the Soviet 
sphere, and all are subject 
in one form or another, not 
only to Soviet influence 
but to a very high and, in 
some cases, increasing 
measure of control from 
Moscow.   …Whatever 
conclusions maybe drawn 
from these facts-and facts 
they are-this is certainly 
not the liberated Europe 
we fought to build up. Nor 
is it one which contains 
the essentials of perma-
nent peace.”

”From what I have seen 
of our Russian friends and 
Allies during the war, I 
am convinced that there 
is nothing they admire 
so much as strength, and 
there is nothing for which 
they have less respect than 
for weakness, especially 
military weakness. For 
that reason the old doc-
trine of a balance of pow-
er is unsound. We cannot 

afford, if we can help it, 
to work on narrow mar-
gins, offering temptations 
to a trial of strength. If 
the Western Democracies 
stand together in strict 
adherence to the princi-
ples of the United Nations 
charter, their influence for 
furthering these princi-
ples will be immense and 
no one is likely to molest 
them. If however they 
become divided or falter 
in their duty and if these 
all-important years are al-
lowed to slip away then 
indeed catastrophe may 
overwhelm us all.”

But even before World 
War 2 Russia had commit-
ted an egregious act of ter-
ror against Ukraine in the 
form of Stalin’s policy of 
deliberately starving the 
country’s peasant popula-
tion with his agricultural 
collectivization program, 
between 1931 and 1933. 
Of the five million peo-
ple who perished from 
this sadistic deliberate 
policy, three million were 
Ukranians. A never-to-be 
forgotten Ukrainian Holo-
caust.

Since Mr. Churchill’s 
remarkable speech Russia 
has demonstrated a vora-
cious appetite for Europe-
an domination by military 
conquest, as indicated in 
1956 with its suppression 
of the Hungarian Upris-
ing with tanks and other 
means. The Hungarian 
Uprising started as a stu-
dent protest, evolved into 
a broad-based revolution 
led by Imre Nagy pledging 
to establish free elections. 
The USSR intervened 
with its full military ap-
paratus and overwhelmed 
the Uprising, killing 2,500 
Hungarians in the process.

Then, in 2014 Russia 

invaded and annexed the 
Crimean Peninsula from 
Ukraine by massive mili-
tary force, without provo-
cation.

The current unpro-
voked attack on Ukraine 
has killed vast numbers of 
innocent civilians, not sur-
prisingly due to the intense 
indiscriminate missile at-
tacks on densely populat-
ed population centers.

I was stationed in Ger-
many for 3 years (1961-
1964) during the Cold 
War, serving in the Air 
Force. I was on duty 
during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis (1962) when, for 
the only time in histo-
ry, we armed our aircraft 
with nuclear warheads and 
stood on alert for the or-

der to respond to a Soviet 
attack, a 15-minute flight 
from our base. Of course, 
we were the same distance 
from them, a sobering re-
alization.

Millennials, European 
and American, have no 
memory of past conflicts 
which have lessons for 
today. The Ukraine crisis 
is the WW2 Sudetenland 
tragedy writ large, with a 
similar potential outcome 
if appeasement is the pri-
mary Western response to 
Russian aggression.

George Santayana’s 
dictum is as applicable 
as ever. “Those who can-
not remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it”.

Thank you,
John Vitagliano

Guest Op-Ed

How much is freedom worth?
Dr. Glenn Mollette

In America we pur-
sue the occupation of 
our choice. That doesn’t 
mean we always like our 
jobs but we can choose to 
pursue another career or 
several different careers. 
We can choose our state, 
community and house. 
That doesn’t mean we can 
easily afford to live where 
we choose but we are free 
to pursue life in another 
neighborhood if we want 
to work toward such a 
move. 

We change our lives if 
we have the desire and the 
will power. People make 
choices every day regard-
ing health, habits and life-
styles. Some choose to 
develop themselves fur-
ther and strive to be better 
while others may choose 
to do nothing.

You choose your house, 
your car, your clothes, and 
your hairstyle (if you have 
any). You choose what 
you will do on your days 
off from work or during 
your retirement years. You 
choose if you retire or if 
you just keep on working 
until the end. 

Often, we may feel as 
if we don’t have choices 
and that we are stuck in a 

rut. Chances are we made 
choices that put us there. 
We have to make tough 
choices to climb out of the 
rut. We can easily become 
disabled physically, finan-
cially and domestically 
which will significantly 
limit our choices.    Be-
cause of health, money, 
and maybe even age, our 
choices are often very 
limited. Most of the time, 
even when we have lim-
itations, we can find free-
dom of choice.

The bottom line is we 
live in America and we 
cherish our freedom. We 
should remember our his-
tory and the great sacri-
fices made by so many. 
We should never take for 
granted the unimaginable 
hardships endured by the 
early settlers and every 
generation that has fought 
wars and lost tens of thou-
sands of men and women 
in wars to keep our sacred 
and blessed freedom. 

In his 1961 State of the 
Union address, President 
John F. Kennedy remind-
ed us that every genera-
tion of Americans has had 
to win its freedom. We 
will never stay free unless 
we are willing to fight and 
sacrifice to keep our free-
dom.

How much is freedom 
worth? The brave people 
of Ukraine and President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy are 
showing the world what 
freedom is worth. Their 
lives. While many of the 
young and aged are ex-
iting Ukraine, President 
Zelenskyy and thousands 
are risking their lives to 
keep Ukraine free from the 
aggression of Russia and 
the evil of Vladimir Pu-
tin. Putin is not our friend 
or a friend to the free 
world. His path to con-
quer Ukraine is an Adolph 
Hitler move. Destroying 
a city and attempting to 
conquer a nation while 
killing thousands in order 
to increase his domain is 
barbaric. 

In the midst of all this, 
we are surely reminded 
that we must once again 
become energy indepen-
dent. Russia is a supplier 
of 40% of the natural gas 
used by Germany and 
most of Europe. They and 
America must stop buy-
ing energy and anything 
else from Russia. We have 
made them a rich nation 
while sacrificing our own 
independence. 

Watching as Ukraine’s 
government hands out 
AK-47s and other guns 

surely reminds us of the 
importance of being able 
to protect ourselves. Keep 
your guns, stock up on 
your ammunition, and 
never vote for anyone who 
wants to edit our Second 
Amendment. 

We must pray for Zel-
enskyy and the Ukraine 
people but we must also 
help them with whatev-
er aid necessary to push 
Russia out. Keep in mind 
that Russia is only 55 
miles from Alaska’s clos-
est port.   Putin just might 
decide that Russia should 
have Alaska back. We 
bought Alaska fair and 
square in 1867 for $7.2 
million and we won’t be 
handing it back. 

How much is freedom 
worth? Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy  and the people of 
Ukraine are demonstrat-
ing how much freedom is 
worth.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

A TRAGIC AND  
DANGEROUS TIME

As we are writing this, the incredibly brave people 
and government leaders of Ukraine still are holding out 
against the despicable invaders from Russia.

It is clear that Vladimir Putin, the criminal Russian 
dictator, underestimated the resolve of the Ukrainian 
people and their armed forces. He also underestimated 
the united backlash from the rest of the world and the 
effects of the economic sanctions that are crippling Rus-
sia's economy. 

On the other hand, he overestimated the power of his 
army, which clearly is not up to the task of overrunning 
a nation as large and as unified as Ukraine as quickly as 
he had expected.

However, we fear that as the Russians continue to 
pour military resources into Ukraine and undertake a 
military campaign that is targeting the civilian popula-
tion with war-crime levels of bombardment, it is only a 
matter of time before the Russians take control of what-
ever will be left of Ukraine after Putin levels it, as he 
seems intent on doing.

Putin's barbaric invasion of Ukraine brought to mind 
a quote that often is applicable to dictatorial regimes 
such as Putin's: "Power tends to corrupt, and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely. Great men are almost always 
bad men, even when they exercise influence and not au-
thority, still more when you superadd the tendency or 
the certainty of corruption by authority."

Although what is happening in Ukraine, though it is 
being broadcast into our living rooms and on our com-
puter screens 24/7, may seem a world away, we should 
not be lulled into thinking that we are safe from Putin's 
maniacal machinations.

The reports that the 69 year-old Putin, who appar-
ently was not content with being the richest man in the 
world, has become mentally-unhinged is a cause for 
concern because the lessons of history teach us that the 
evil deeds of dictators know no bounds.

Here is a quote from a book that came out this week 
about another would-be dictator:

“He stopped listening to his advisers, became manic 
and unreasonable, and was off the rails. He surrounded 
himself with sycophants, including many whack jobs 
from outside the government, who fed him a steady diet 
of comforting but unsupported conspiracy theories.”

This is a quote from a passage in the new book by for-
mer Attorney General William Barr describing the final 
days of Donald Trump's presidency.

But it seems equally-applicable to Putin, who has 
raised the spectre of using nuclear weapons to bolster 
his failing military campaign and who has the ability to 
wage cyber warfare upon us to an extent that we have 
not yet experienced. In the 1950s, Americans conducted 
Civil Defense drills, which included telling children to 
duck-and-cover under their desks at school. But in an 
era of cyber warfare, there will be no place for any of 
us to hide.

We pray for the poor people of Ukraine, whose lives 
are being shattered literally hour-by-hour. 

But we also must be aware that the after-shocks of 
what is happening in Ukraine will have far-reaching 
consequences for the entire world, including us.

"CLIMATE CHANGE IS  
HARMING THE PLANET
FASTER THAN WE CAN 
ADAPT, U.N. WARNS"

That was the headline in the New York Times this 
past Monday in its story on the report released by the 
United Nations regarding the ever-increasing damage 
that man-made pollution is causing to the environment.

The bottom line of the report is this: Unless we re-
verse direction immediately to limit the amount of 
greenhouse gases we are spewing into the atmosphere, 
the impact of climate change on our planet will be ir-
reversible and will come so rapidly that we will have 
no ability to withstand the wildfires, floods, storms, and 
sea-level rise that are the inevitable consequences of cli-
mate change.

In short, life on our planet as we know it basically is 
doomed.

And it is going to happen much sooner rather than 
later.
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Visit eastietimes.com

APPRENTICE APPLICATIONS
BEING ACCEPTED

THE HEAT & FROST INSULATORS 
UNION LOCAL 6, BOSTON,

JOINT APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM 
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Applications being accepted from March 1 to March 
31st.  They will be available on our website,  

www.insulators6.org beginning March 1st.  Print and 
complete an application.  Certain requirements must 
be met and documents submitted with application.  

This information will be on the website.  Mail 
competed application to address listed in instructions.  

Must be postmarked by March 31, 2022.

the inferno raging. 
It took three hours and 

100 firefighters to final-
ly put out the blaze. One 
resident was rescued by 
Eastie’s Ladder 2 from the 
second floor of one of the 
apartments. 

After the fire Eastie’s 
elected officials, business-
es and residents sprung 
into action to help the 25 
families displaced. 

“An early morning, 
six-alarm fire in East 
Boston displaced 25 of 
our neighbors,” said Rep. 
Adrian Madaro. “We are 
still getting details, but 
current reports indicate 
that there were no injuries. 
Thank you to the Boston 
Fire Department and other 
City agencies for helping 
impacted families. Ap-
proximately 11 women, 
12 men, and 3 Boston 
Public School students -- 

were displaced.  For those 
wanting to help you can 
donate financially at www.
gofund.me/071e15df and 
this money will be used to 
purchase gift cards at vari-
ous stores.”

Both Madaro and Sen. 
Lydia Edwards, who is 
still serving as Eastie City 
Councilor, reported that 
clothing can be dropped 
off at BCYF Paris Street. 

“Please donate new or 
gently used clothes,” said 
Edwards. “Winter coats 
and gloves are needed and 
the BPS kids are boys 11 
years old and 19 years 
old.”

Madaro and Edwards 
are also collecting gift 
cards for groceries. 

“Please reach out to me 
directly or call my office 
at (857) 293-1465,” said 
Madaro. 

Over at DaCoopas Piz-

za on Shelby Street, own-
ers have invited families 
displaced by the fire to 

come in and eat for free. 
“To the residents af-

fected by the 183 Maver-

ick St. fire, our doors at 
DaCoopas are open for 
you if you need a meal for 

you and your familys,” the 
restaurant said in a state-
ment. “Ask for Scott.”

PHOPTOS COURTESY OF BOSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

Crews worked through the night into the hours of the morning to control the fire at 183 Maverick St.

ing about the announce-
ments of the Office of 
Early Childhood that will 
streamline all of these ser-
vices all under one roof. 
This will only benefit 
families in our neighbor-
hood and our city. This is 
an issue that is impacting 
so many families in our 
city and certainly across 
the Commonwealth. I’m 
grateful to see municipal 
leaders like Mayor Wu 
step up and do what they 
can at the city level.”

In 2021, UPK expand-
ed to include a pilot pro-
gram to serve 3-year-olds 
in addition to 4-year-olds 
in 2021-22. For the up-
coming school year in 
2022-23, Boston UPK 
plans to expand to serve 
up to 930 children at com-
munity provider settings, 
including 600 4-year-olds 
and 330 3-year-olds. The 
City of Boston and Boston 
Public Schools recently 
released an Invitation for 

Bids (IFB) to identify ad-
ditional community-based 
organizations seeking to 
join the UPK program. 
The IFB deadline is April 
4, and more details can be 
found on the BPS Univer-
sal Pre-K website. 

“Many early education 
centers represent not just 
a place for children to be 
but a place for children 
and families to thrive,” 
said Sen. Lydia Edwards. 
“What you’ll find is their 
partnership with many of 
our food banks that allows 
for good quality food and 
free meals for a lot of our 
children in East Boston 
and throughout the state. 
This office will help us 
create the institution and 
the foundation for more 
children and families to 
thrive.”

By investing in and 
growing the early educa-
tor workforce, support-
ing early education and 
childcare businesses, and 

streamlining information 
and access for families, 
the Office of Early Child-
hood will support UPK’s 
continued expansion by 
increasing the number of 
seats available to infants 
and toddlers.

“I am grateful to Mayor 
Wu and her team and all 
who have worked so hard 
to advance this work on 
behalf of our children and 
their families,” said Chair 
of the Boston School 
Committee Jeri Robison. 
“As someone who has 
dedicated my entire career 
to ensuring enhanced ac-
cess to all-inclusive early 
education and care, I am 
heartened today to see this 
important next step in our 
City’s progress. We are 
sending a message to our 
families today that Boston 
is united in our work to 
help our youngest learn-
ers get off to the right start 
through new support to 
them and their families.”

Air Filters //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Grant to place 40 HEPA 
filters in Eastie homes and 
businesses. 

“The first round of grant 
money went to Mothers 
Out Front but we teaked 
our application based on 
comments from the city 
for the second round of 
grant money,” said NO-
AH’s Latifa Ziyad. “We 
were actually the only 
recipient in the second 
round and basically what 
it allowed us to do is to go 
to 40 residents, businesses 
or spaces where there's a 
lot of foot traffic indoors 
and then place a HEPA fil-
ter in those spaces.”

Ziyad said NOAH will 
use special equipment to 
test the air quality in the 
homes or businesses prior 

to the HEPA filters being 
installed and then go back 
and retest the air quality 
after the HEPA filters are 
up and running. 

“After the HEPA fil-
ters are installed we will 
go back about a week 
later and kind of exam-
ine what (the air quality) 
looks like and see how it 
has changed,” said Ziyad. 
“We honed in on folks that 
said that they had asthma 
in their home and prior-
itized those homes and 
businesses.”

Ziyad said the goal 
of the program is after 
NOAH collects the before 
and after air quality data 
NOAH will go to Mass-
port to demand more strin-
gent policies on ultrafine 

particles coming from air-
planes landing and taking 
off at Logan Airport. 

“So that's the whole 
point of all of this is to 
kind of build that local-
ized argument,” she said. 
“There’s a big residen-
tial area that is impacted 
by ultrafine particulates 
and what we're hoping is 
this program is going to 
be a learning experience 
for people. We're already 
talking with some oth-
er potential funders to be 
able to bring more filters 
in the area. 

Studies show that 70 
percent of Eastie pollution 
makes it indoors and twen-
ty one percent of residents 
in Eastie are children who 
are especially vulnerable 

to the many health effects 
of air pollution. 

Specific models of 
HEPA purifiers can reduce 
their exposure to ultrafine 
particulate pollution by up 
to 94 percent. NOAH will 
be using the Austin Air 
Purifiers and the Blue air 
purifier manufactured by 
Blueair Pure 411. 

Like cars, jets burn fuel 
and release harmful ultra-
fine particles that are so 
small they absorb right 
into the bloodstream and 
can lead to heart attacks 
and strokes. 

In 2013 the East Bos-
ton Times reported that 
the neighborhood’s “God-
mother of Environmental 
Justice”, the late Mary El-
len Welch, had for decades 

tried to force Massport to 
measure ultrafine particles 
or PMs. 

Welch long argued 
that the airport’s runway 
and roadside operations 
pose too much of an en-
vironmental impact on the 
neighborhood not to be 
considered when Mass-
port files environmental 
impact statements or oper-
ations reports. 

PMs from car exhaust 
and jet aircraft have been 
shown to cause a wide ar-
ray of adverse health im-
pacts.

The large number of 
deaths and other health 
problems associated with 
particulate pollution was 
first demonstrated in the 
early 1970s and has been 

reproduced many times 
since. PM pollution is es-
timated to cause 22,000-
52,000 deaths per year 
in the United States and 
200,000 deaths per year in 
Europe.

The effects of inhal-
ing particulate matter that 
have been widely studied 
in humans and animals 
now include asthma, lung 
cancer, cardiovascular is-
sues, birth defects, and 
premature death. 

A study published in 
the Journal of the Ameri-
can Medical Association 
showed that inhaling PM 
leads to high plaque de-
posits in the arteries caus-
ing cardiovascular prob-
lems.

By John Lynds

East Boston’s Constitu-
tion Beach will host Save 
the Harbor/Save the Bay’s 
annual polar plunge to 
raise money for summer 
beach programs. 

The annual Shamrock 
Splash that raises tens of 
thousands of dollars each 
year for the Better Beach-
es grant program will be 
at Constitution Beach this 
Sunday. 

Already, members of 
local organizations that 
benefit from the annual 
grant program are eagerly 
waiting to take the frigid 
dip in the waters at East-
ie’s only public beach. 

With the forecast ex-
pected to be steady rain 
with a wintery mix Sunday 
and the water tempera-

ture at around 37 degrees, 
some plungers are making 
deals with donors in order 
to reach their fundraising 
goals. 

Celeste Ribeiro Hewitt, 
Secretary for East Bos-
ton’s Harborkeepers, said 
that her personal goal is to 
surpass $500.  

“These waters can be 
really frigid and I have 
been known to do more of 
a 'mini dip',” said Hewitt. 
“This year, if I reach my 
$500 fundraising goal - 
I'll go all in, hair and all. 
This year I'm excited to 
be back at an in person 
event with splashers from 
all over.  I'm especially 
excited because I will be 
splashing for the second 
time with fellow Harbor-
keepers board members 
at our home beach in East 

Boston, and all the other 
splashers are coming with 
us.”

While the Splash is 
usually in Southie, Hewitt 
said she is excited that the 
first Shamrock Splash af-
ter the pandemic is at Con-
stitution Beach because it 
is an opportunity to show-
case the neighborhood’s 
natural resources. 

“I think we have one of 
the most versatile beaches 
of all time,” said Hewitt. 
“Not only is it one of the 
most versatile beaches, it 
is one of the most accessi-
ble beaches in the Boston 
Harbor. We use it for so 
many things like recre-
ation and education so it's 
really exciting to be able 
to host this year and show 
people that the money we 
raise is keeping a great 

neighborhood resource 
going.”

Over at Piers Park Sail-
ing Center, the sailing 
center’s fundraising team 
‘Piers Park Aqua Warriors'  
has raised nearly $1,000 
for the Splash. 

PPSC Executive Di-
rector Alex DeFronzo has 
personally raised $200 to-
wards the team’s $2,500 
goal. 

“Save the Harbor's 
Better Beaches Program 
is a highlight of every 
summer,” said DeFronzo. 
“Please help me support 
this important program-
ming to make the beaches 
more fun, welcoming, and 
accessible. I can't wait to 
jump in the harbor, espe-
cially at the new Eastie 
location for 2022. I am 
grateful for your dona-

tions and for your help in 
spreading the word.”

Combined, the two 
Eastie teams and individ-
ual Splashers from the 
neighborhood hope to 
raise $5,000 once again 
for the Better Beaches 
grant program. 

“Save the Harbor/Save 
the Bay is one of Piers 
Park Sailing Center's most 
valued partners.  When it 
comes to making Boston's 
beaches welcoming and 
accessible to everyone 
they are a true champi-
on,`` added DeFronzo. 

Registration for the 
annual event opened last 
month and registered 
teams will fundraise up 
until the day of the Splash. 

You can donate to the 
the Eastie Splashes at 
https://savetheharbor.se-

curesweet.com/donate.
asp, 

Last year, Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay and the 
Department of Conserva-
tion & Recreation (DCR) 
awarded $32,500 in Better 
Beaches program grants 
to five Eastie organiza-
tions and individuals to 
support free beach events 
and programs throughout 
the summer.

In Eastie, the East 
Boston YMCA, Harbor-
keepers, NOAH (Neigh-
borhood of Affordable 
Housing), Piers Park Sail-
ing Center and Triangle, 
Inc. All nonprofits hosted 
events including wellness 
classes, a maritime fes-
tival, kayaking and the 
“Beach:Ability” program 
for people with disabili-
ties.

Harborkeepers, Piers Park Sailing Center gearing up for Sunday’s Shamrock Splash fundraiser
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Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston (BGCB) an-
nounced it has named 
Kevan Barton as the Ex-
ecutive Director of Youth-
Connect. Prior to this 
appointment Barton had 
served with YouthConnect 
for 12 years, for six years 
as a frontline social worker 
in South Boston, Roxbury, 
the Youth Violence Strike 
Force, and the School Po-
lice Unit, and later as the 
Director of Operations.

YouthConnect is a 
unique program that pro-
vides violence prevention, 
intervention, advocacy, 

and mental health services 
to young people who are 
involved in the criminal 
justice system and their 
families. By placing li-

censed, clinical social 
workers in Boston police 
stations, YouthConnect 
works to address the un-
derlying problems and 
social emotional issues 
that contribute to juvenile 
crime and delinquency by 
working with the entire 
family, not just the youth.

Since the program’s 
inception in 1996, Youth-
Connect has provided 
more than 17,000 individ-
uals with a variety of free, 
voluntary, and confiden-
tial intervention services 
designed to their specific 
needs and goals, as they 
face issues of safety, trau-
ma, mental health chal-
lenges, substance abuse 
and high-risk behavior. 
YouthConnect’s capacity 
to provide home and com-
munity-based visits, in 
addition to flexible sched-
uling, has enabled those 
hard-to-reach youth and 
their families to access so-
cial services despite barri-
ers to traditional services 
such as: insurance issues, 

distrust of providers and 
systems, transportation, 
safety, stigma around 
seeking help, and read-
iness to engage around 
making changes.

“For 25 years, Youth-
Connect has been a prized 
program of BGCB,” said 
incoming BGCB Nicholas 
President and CEO Rob-
ert Lewis, Jr., who was 
appointed on February 3. 
“YouthConnect’s unique 
model of social workers 
on the front lines along-
side Boston’s police force 
taking on the underlying 
problems and social emo-
tional issues that contrib-
ute to juvenile crime and 
delinquency, has impacted 
thousands of young peo-
ple and their families. I 
look forward to working 
with Kevan and his team 
on this critical work.”

“Kevan’s prior expe-
rience at YouthConnect 
and commitment to help-
ing young people in need 
make him an exceptional 
leader for this unique pro-

gram,” said Josh Klev-
ens, Chair of the Youth 
Connect Advisory Board. 
“As a licensed clinical 
social worker, Kevan un-
derstands firsthand that 
YouthConnect’s innova-
tive clinical model en-
ables social workers to not 
only assist a wide range of 
youth, but also help their 
families, which impacts 
our entire community.”

“I am excited to lead 
YouthConnect as we con-
tinue our efforts to expand 
the program and broaden 
our reach to impact more 
youth and families,” said 
Barton. “Our team of so-
cial workers is focused on 
the most pressing issues of 
our time - mental health, 
community violence, and 
substance use. Our clients, 
and our staff, are among 
the most resilient people I 
know, and I am excited to 
support both as we move 
forward with this crucial 
work.”

About Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Boston

Since its founding in 
1893, Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston (BGCB) has 
been helping young peo-
ple, especially those who 
need us most, build strong 
character and realize their 
full potential as responsi-
ble citizens and leaders. 
BGCB does this by pro-
viding a safe haven filled 
with hope and opportuni-
ty, ongoing relationships 
with caring adults, and 
life-enhancing programs 
in six core program areas. 
The organization serves 
more than 8,000 individu-
als in 9 Clubs and through 
its YouthConnect program 
in partnership with the 
Boston Police Depart-
ment. BGCB is an affiliate 
of Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America and the United 
Way of Massachusetts 
Bay and Merrimack Val-
ley. For more information, 
visit BGCB on the web at 
bgcb.org.

MOR-0224 Rev. 04/21 
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CHECK OUT OUR AFFORDABLE HOME LOAN OPTIONS!

888.418.5626  |  CAMBRIDGESAVINGS.COM/AFFORDABLE-OPTIONS
LEARN MORE

We Can Help  
Make Your  
Home Happen.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Boston names Kevan Barton Executive Director of YouthConnect

Kevan Barton.

By John Lynds

So far the race for Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney will be between one 
candidate who supports 
many of former DA Ra-
chael Rollin’s reforms and 
another who is more mod-
erate and was appointed as 
interim DA by Republican 
Governor Charlie Baker. 

Last week, Boston City 
Councilor of Hyde Park 
announced his bid for the 
DA’s seat, which was fol-
lowed a few days later by 
acting DA Kevin Hayden. 

At a press conference 
in Hyde Park last week 
Arroyo pledged to contin-
ue the reforms started by 
Rollins.

Arroyo, the son of for-
mer City Councilor Felix 
Arroyo, served a public 
defender before being 
elected to the City Coun-
cil in 2019, said he will, 
“Build a justice system 
that protects the safety and 
dignity of all people…
One that will maintain the 
successful reforms that 
have proven to improve 
the safety of communities 
across Suffolk County.”

It was his work as a 
public defender that Ar-
royo said gave him per-
spective of the inequities 
of the justice system. As 
a public defender Arroyo 
has said he saw firsthand 
how the lack of opportuni-
ty, inequity, and the mar-

ginalization of individuals 
ravaged lives. 

“Former District At-
torney Rachael Rollins 
led the way by bringing 
much-needed reforms to 
the office,” said Arroyo at 
the press conference. “We 

cannot afford to go back-
ward or stagnate. We must 
continue these reforms 
that have been proven 
to work and continue to 
move Suffolk County for-
ward.”

Before leaving the DA’s 

Office to serve as the 
U.S. Attorney for Massa-
chusetts, Rollin focused 
on pregressive criminal 
justice reform in Suffolk 
County and developed a 
controversial policy of not 
prosecuting certain nonvi-
olent low-level crimes. 

Arroyo attended Bos-
ton Public Schools, holds 
a B.A. in History from the 
Massachusetts College 
of Liberal Arts and a J.D. 
from Loyola University 
Chicago.

Hayden, a Roslindale 
resident who was ap-
pointed by Gov. Baker to 
complete Rollins’ term, 
announced his candida-
cy a few days after Ar-
royo’s press conference.  

At his announcement 
in front of the Boys & 
Girls Club in Dorchester 
Hayden pledged a com-
mitment to public safety, 
criminal legal system re-
form, and accountabili-
ty to the communities of 
Boston, Revere, Chelsea 
and Winthrop.

Hayden, who was ap-
pointed to the office in 
January, outlined numer-
ous areas of focus mov-
ing forward, including 
gun crimes, community 
collaboration and engage-
ment, diversion and inter-
vention programs, human 
trafficking and domestic 
violence. 

Arroyo and Hayden say they are both in the race for Suffolk County DA 

Ricardo Arroyo.Kevin Hayden.

See DA RACE Page 7
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started up a CSA program 
last year. 

“We started doing a 
CSA last year and it’s 
been very successful,” 
said Chezem. “Our hope is 
to expand it in the current 
year and one of our big-
gest goals for the present 
year is to make that CSA 
program more generally 
accessible through lan-
guage and financial sup-
port.”

CSA’s are an alterna-
tive, locally based eco-
nomic model of agricul-
ture and food distribution. 
A CSA also refers to a par-
ticular network or associ-
ation of individuals who 
have pledged to support 
one or more local farms, 
with growers and consum-
ers sharing the risks and 
benefits of food produc-
tion.

CSA members or sub-
scribers pay at the onset 
of the growing season for 
a share of the anticipated 
harvest. Once harvesting 
begins, they receive week-
ly shares of vegetables and 
fruit, in a vegetable box 
scheme.

CSAs generally focus 
on the production of high 

quality foods for a local 
community, often using 
organic or biodynamic 
farming methods, and a 
shared risk membership–
marketing structure. This 
kind of farming oper-
ates with a much greater 
degree of involvement 
of consumers and other 
stakeholders than usual 
— resulting in a stronger 
consumer-producer rela-
tionship.

“The program will 
begin in April and run 
through November for a 
total of 32 weeks,” said 
Chezem. “The regular 
price is $20 a week for a 
half share which is appro-
priate for a family of two 
or three or $30 a week for 
a full share which is appro-
priate for a family of four 
or more. We have sliding 
scale subsidies available 
through funds provided 
by the Massachusetts De-
partment of Agriculture 
and the Mayor’s Office of 
Food Access in the city of 
Boston. Those subsidies 
can extend all the way 
down to making the box-
es completely paid for for 
families that have the most 
need.”

Chezem said all the 
produce within the boxes 
is from farms within 100 
miles of Boston. 

“We pay close atten-
tion to the farming prac-
tices of the farms that 
we sourced from,” said 
Chezem. “Of course some 
is sourced from our own 
farms in East Boston, but 
due to the amount of need 
in the neighborhood for 
fresh produce relative to 
the current availability 
we thought it prudent to 
source from some of the 
farms that we’ve worked 
with in the past.”

Chezem said Eastie 
Farm will be packing the 
CSA boxes right here in 
Eastie, which he hopes 
will create employment in 
the neighborhood and also 
make the process easier. 

“We have several pick-
up sites,” he said. “One 
is the Sumner Street gar-
den down the block from 
Maverick and also from 
our Border Street garden 
across the street from the 
Umana School as well as 
from our newest site at 6 
Chelsea Terrace. We also 
are offering delivery for 
those who need it or want 
it.”

Chezem said residents 
can find out more informa-
tion on Eastie Farm’s web-
site in English or in Span-

ish at www.eastiefarm.
com/csa. 

One resident at the 
meeting commented, “We 
were CSA members in 
2021 and had an amazing 
experience. Max and his 
team are awesome.”

Chezem said it is really 
Eastie Farm’s goal with 
the CSA this season to 
make the produce avail-
able to those in need. 

“So please refer anyone 
you know that needs assis-
tance to us,” he said. “We 
do have funds to cover 
boxes for those that need 
it and we want to make 
sure that everyone in the 
neighborhood has access 

to produce. Many resi-
dents don’t really have 
convenient access to a full 
service grocery store with-
out having to drive so we 
want to try to combat that 
and think about ways that 
we can structure our food 
system so that we don’t 
have to have every single 
person drive to the gro-
cery store and then drive 
back home. That’s not fuel 
efficient. It’s not traffic 
efficient and our whole 
thought process with this 
is how can we make things 
environmentally friendly.”

According to studies, 
CSAs benefit the commu-
nity in which they are es-

tablished. A large majority 
of CSAs organize social 
or educational communi-
ty events. Events include 
potlucks, farm tours, and 
events for children of 
shareholders, and educa-
tional opportunities for 
the community and local 
schools. CSAs often do-
nate unclaimed shares, 
organize donations from 
shareholders, donate a 
portion of their harvest 
to food banks, and have 
scholarships. Many CSAs 
also offer work-trade pro-
grams for low-income 
members of the commu-
nity.

DA Race //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Farm //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, MARCH 3RD, 2022 THROUGH WEDNESDAY MARCH 9TH, 2022

Kraft Macaroni & Cheese ...........................10/$10.00
Single Box Only

Fage Yogurt ..................................................10/$10.00
Best Yet Apple Juice  64 oz ..........................2/$3.00
Starkist Solid White Canned Tuna ................2/$3.00
Best Yet Mayonnaise  30 oz .........................2/$4.00
Purex Laundry Detergent ....................................$3.99 
Lipton Tea Bags .....................................................$3.99 
Best Yet Frosted Flakes ................................2/$3.00
Prego Pasta Sauce ...........................................2/$4.00
Dececco Pasta ..................................................2/$4.00
Ellios Pizza ........................................................2/$6.00
Best Yet Bagels  18 oz ..................................2/$3.00
Eggo Waffles (ex. Thick and Fluffy) ................ 2/$5.00
Hood Lactaid Milk  64 oz .................................2/$7.00
Best Yet Ricotta  15 oz .................................2/$4.00

Carando Prosciutto .......................................$8.99/lb
Belgioioso Slicing Provolone ......................... $5.99/lb
Best Yet Oven Roasted Turkey Breast .....$6.99/lb
Russer Virginia Style Baked Ham ...............$6.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, March 4th to Sunday march 6th

"while supplies last"

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh Plum Roma Tomatoes ............................ 99¢/lb
Fresh & Sweet Yellow or Orange 

Bell Peppers .................................................... $2.99/lb
California Fresh Romaine Hearts ..............$3.99/pkg
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples ................... $2.99 

Bakery

BAKERY

Table Talk 8" Apple Pie ......................................$3.99

DELI

Great Lakes American Cheese ..................$3.99/lb
Our Own In Store Made Antipasto Salad ...$6.99/lb

PRODUCE

Sweet & Juicy Cantaloupe ......................... 2/$3.00
Olivia's Organic Salads .......................................$3.99

MEAT

Family Pack Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ........ 89¢/lb
Eye Round Roast Beef ................................$5.99/lb

GROCERY

Green Mountain K-Cups ...................................$6.99
Best Yet Ice Cream ...................................... 2/$5.00
Simply Orange Juice 52 oz.  ........................2/$7.00

Isabella's No Sugar Added Muffins  4 pk .......... $3.99 
Pretzel Hamburger Buns ............................... 2/$5.00
Palermo Cake Slices Assorted Varieties ....2/$6.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters .......................99¢/lb
Boneless Skinless Chicken Thighs ..............$2.99/lb
Top Round Center Cut Steaks .................... $4.99/lb
Center Cut Boneless Pork Chops ...............$2.29/lb

Resers Main St. Bistro Mashed Potatoes or 
Mac & Cheese ................................................ 2/$6.00
Kayem Natural Casing Beef Franks  12 oz .... $4.99

Family Pack Specials

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

The City of Boston’s Mayor’s Office of Housing announces a 
public hearing seeking citizen input on the 1) housing and 
community development priorities for the Program Year 
2022 (7/1/22 - 6/30/23) Action Plan, in accordance with the 
requirements of 24 CFR 91.105(b). The Action Plan is 
submitted annually to the US Dept. of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), and serves as the City's application and 
plan for using an estimated $28 million in HUD resources 
from: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME 
Investment Partnerships (HOME), Housing Opportunities for 
Persons with AIDS (HOPWA), and Emergency Solutions 
Grant (ESG) programs. 

2) Input is requested to shape the program design for $21.6 
million in American Rescue Plan HOME funds to help 
individuals and families who are homeless, or at risk of 
homelessness. This Plan will also be submitted to HUD. 

Due to the ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic, this will be a 
Virtual Hearing held on 3/16/22 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm.  

Interpretative services in Spanish and Chinese will be 
provided.  To request another language, including American 
Sign Language, call 617-635-3880 at least 7 days prior to the 
hearing date. Every effort will be made to accommodate 
your request. 

To access the hearing link, go to: 
 https://www.boston.gov/departments/housing/hearings-
and-public-comment
        
Tim Davis
Deputy Director (MOH) CITY of BOSTON

Notice of Public Hearing 

“I pledge today to re-
form how the district at-
torney approaches its full 
mission of serving the 
community and ensur-
ing public safety,” said 
Hayden. “Our attention 
on reform is vital, but the 
results that produce real 
transformation are what 
really matters.  We’ve 
seen over the last few 
years a national demand 
for criminal legal system 
reform.  As a black man, 
I welcome this focus be-
cause it is long overdue. 
I know full well that it’s 
long overdue because I’ve 
been practicing these con-
cepts and approaches to 
reform throughout my en-
tire career.”

Hayden added his expe-
rience as a prosecutor, an 
attorney in private prac-
tice, and head of the state 
Sex Offender Registry 
Board has given him the 
perspective necessary to 
ensure public safety while 
seeking alternatives to 
prosecution in appropriate 
cases.

“I was never a tradi-
tional prosecutor,” he 
said. “As head of the Safe 
Neighborhood Initiative, I 
embraced intensive com-
munity engagement and 
expanded crime interven-
tion and prevention to 
new limits.  I dedicated 
myself to support services 
and ministry to returning 
citizens from incarcera-

tion more than any ADA 
before me.  As a juvenile 
prosecutor I led efforts 
focused on innovative di-
version and prevention 
methods. In short, I will 
approach the task of re-
form with a proven track 
record of dedication to it. 
I have labored long and 
hard in that vineyard. 
I’m confident that we can 
change our approach to 
criminal justice.  But pub-
lic safety and full equity 
in our system are not mu-
tually exclusive. We must 
be ever mindful of public 
safety as we endeavor for 
a better and more equita-
ble system. All our com-
munities demand our ded-
ication to both.”

Before his appointment 
Hayden headed the state 
Sex Offender Registry 
Board.  Prior to that, he 
spent five years in private 
practice, specializing in 
criminal defense. He be-
gan his career in the Suf-
folk DA’s office, serving 
in the anti-gang and juve-
nile units and on the ho-
micide response team.  He 
headed the office’s Safe 
Neighborhood Initiative, a 
community-focused pub-
lic safety program.

Hayden graduated from 
Dartmouth College and 
Boston University Law 
School and serves as a 
deacon at Jubilee Chris-
tian Church in Mattapan. 

A subscriber to Eastie Farm’s Community-Supported Agriculture (CSA) program picks up 
her box of produce. Eastie Farm’s is working to expand the program after a successful 
2021 season. 
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EASTIE DEM  
WARD COMMITTEE 
TO ELECT 
DELEGATES 
MARCH 5

On Saturday, March 5 at 
10am East Boston Demo-
crats will gather at the 
BCYF Paris Street Com-
munity Center at 112 Paris 
Street to elect delegates to 
the convention during the 
Ward 1 Democratic Com-
mittee’s caucus. 

Delegates elected Sat-
urday will gather virtual-
ly, as well as at the DCU 
Center in Worcester, to 
endorse candidates for 
statewide office, includ-
ing Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Secretary, At-
torney General and Audi-
tor on Friday, June 3rd and 
Saturday, June 4th during 
the state’s Democratic 
Convention. 

Any Eastie Democrat 
can show up to the caucus 
and can either run for be-
ing a delegate, or they can 
vote for delegates to go to 
the convention. 

Delegates, alternates, 
and guests will be able 
to attend the State Con-
vention virtually and all 
voting will take place re-
motely. 

OHNC DESIGN 
REVIEW COMMITTEE 
MEETING SET FOR 
MARCH 3

Location: Zoom 
Meeting starts at 

6:00pm and will be re-
corded.

Zoom meeting informa-
tion: https://bit.ly/DRC-
Mar3  (Passcode: OHNC)

Agenda
92, 96 and 104 Walde-

mar Avenue - Raze exist-
ing structures and erect 3 
new residential structures 
each with 5 units and 5 
parking spaces.

Presentation: https://bit.
ly/104Waldemar 

Variances Requested: 
Use, IPOD, Parking, FAR, 
Height, Front, Side and 
Rear Yard

Owner: Crespo Group, 
ricky@crespogroup.com 

Attorney: Drago + To-
scano, LLP, kferrara@dt-
lawllp.com

Architect: Context 
Abutter’s radius:

HARBOR VIEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION 
MEETING

The next meeting of 
the Harbor View Neigh-
borhood Association will 
be on Monday, March 7, 
2022 at 6pm. Please note 
that the meeting will be 
a Hybrid: In Person and 
on Zoom. The In Person 
meeting will be held in the 
Salesian Boys and Girls 
Club cafeteria, across 
from the Brooke Charter 
School on Byron Street. 
You can access the meet-
ing from the front door on 
Byron Street or from the 
rear door on Wordsworth 
Street, which is the hand-
icap entry to avoid the 
stairs. Since we will be in-
doors masks will be worn 
and the cafeteria is large 
enough for social distanc-
ing. All presenters on the 
agenda are expected to 
present In Person.

We ask for your pa-
tience and understanding 
once again as we try to 
conduct this meeting safe-
ly, for those who enjoy 
the In Person format, as 
well as On Line via Zoom 
for those who prefer that 
format. So please go to 
our Facebook or website 
to access the link for the 
meeting.

Our interpreter, Ricar-
do, will be present for our 

Spanish members.
Agenda is as follows:
• Welcome/Introduction 

(5min)
• Announcements 

(5min) 180 Anniversary of 
Temple Ohabei Shalom, 

Tree Eastie, HVNA Elec-
tions, City Councilor De-
bate: Gabriela Coletta and 
Tania Del Rio 4/28/22.

• Station 7 Update 
(10min) Sgt. Cintolo, Of-
ficers Domenico and Mos-
ley.

• Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (10min) To speak 
about her new job as our 
Senator and continuing as 
our City Councilor for a 
transition to a special elec-
tion on 5/3/22.

• 200 Byron Street 
(30min) 2nd Presentation 
and VOTE. Paul Passa-
cantilli representing the 
owner, Jack Mahoney. 
Proposal is to change oc-
cupancy to a two family 
dwelling. Construct a third 
floor vertical addition and 
a rear addition. Extend liv-
ing space in the basement. 
Full interior renovations. 
Two parking spaces in the 
rear yard.

• Brooke Charter School 
Expansion (15min) Ini-
tial Presentation by Mark 
Loring, Chief Operating 
Officer, Brooke Charter 
Schools. Proposal is to 
expand the current school 
on Byron/Horace Streets 
using existing space in the 
rear yard.

• Mass DOT Route 1A 
Planning. (45min) Doug 
Johnson, Transportation 
Planner Mass. DOT will 
present thoughts, ideas, 
plans, discussion for the 
Route 1A  McClellan 
Highway.

Please stay safe and we 
look forward to you at-
tending our next HVNA 
meeting In Person or On 
Line.

The next meeting of the 
HVNA will be on April 4, 
2022.

Visit us at http://www.
facebook.com/groups/
harborviewna or check 
out our website at harbor-
vieweastboston.com

MVES HOLDS 
FREE VIRTUAL 
WORKSHOP 
SERIES

Mystic Valley Elder 
Services will present a 
FREE Virtual chronic 
disease self-management 
workshop series My Life; 
My Health, beginning 
Wednesday, March 16 to 
April 20, from 10:00 am 
to 12:00 pm. Learn how 
to connect virtually thru 
a Zoom platform and take 
the class from the comfort 
of your home. You don’t 
want chronic disease, pain 

or discomfort to limit the 
activities and life you en-
joy.

The series is for anyone 
living with an ongoing 
medical condition, such as 
arthritis, asthma, chronic 
back pain, chronic fatigue 
syndrome, cancer, COPD, 
diabetes, fibromyalgia, 
heart disease, high blood 
pressure, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, or stroke. Topics 
will include managing and 
controlling pain, begin-
ning (or improving) an ex-
ercise program, handling 
stress and learning to re-
lax, increasing energy, and 
eating for your health and 
wellbeing. 

Class size is limited, so 
reserve your spot today. 
To register or if you have 
any questions about the 
program, contact Don-
na Covelle at dcovelle@
mves.org or call 781-388-
4867.

GOLDBERG 
ANNOUNCES 
INTERIM LOTTERY 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

State Treasurer Debo-
rah Goldberg announced 
that Michael Sweeney, 
Executive Director of the 
Massachusetts State Lot-
tery, is departing from the 
agency for a new role out-
side of state government.

“I want to thank Mi-
chael for his countless 
contributions to the Mas-
sachusetts State Lottery 
over the last seven years, 
and am grateful for his 
prior service at the State 
Treasurer’s Office,” said 
State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg. “ I wish him 
well in all his future en-
deavors.”

The Treasurer has ap-
pointed Mark William 
Bracken as interim Exec-
utive Director. Bracken 
is tasked with leading the 
strategic business opera-
tions of the Lottery and 
its five regional offices as 
the Treasurer begins the 
search for a permanent 
Executive Director.  

Bracken has worked for 
the Massachusetts State 
Treasurer’s Office since 
2011. He is currently an 
Assistant Treasurer and 
Director of the state’s Un-
claimed Property Divi-
sion. He attended St. An-
selm College and Suffolk 
University Law School 
where he received his JD. 
Bracken has also served 
as the President of the Na-
tional Association of Un-
claimed Property Admin-
istrators.

The Massachusetts 
State Lottery was created 
in 1972 to generate lo-
cal aid revenues for the 
Commonwealth’s cities 
and towns.   Since its in-
ception, the Lottery has 
returned more than $29 
billion in net profit to the 
Commonwealth. For more 
information about the state 
Lottery, please visit www.
masslottery.com.
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By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

See SUFFOLK Page 8

See HARBOR Page 2

See SUMMER Page 2

See YMCA Page 6

Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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AMERICAN LEGION HIGHWAY     

$920,000.00
15 Tuttle Street, Revere, MA, 2 family house 4 

bedrooms, possibly 6, 2 full baths. 15 minutes to 
downtown Boston and Logan Airport! On the bus 

line heading right into Boston and Logan! This 
house is a diamond in the rough. Bring your design 
ideas and make this into a showplace. Live in one 

unit and supplement your mortgage by renting out 
the second unit.

Call: Lori Salvitti – 603-727-8103
Licensed in MA & NH

Brokered by: Clockhouse Realty, Inc
1089 County St. #174, Somerset, MA 02726

(774) 357-5240

Staff Report

Mayor Michelle Wu 
announced the creation 
of GrowBoston: Office of 
Urban Agriculture. The 
new office will be within 
the Housing Cabinet and 
will work to increase food 
production throughout 
Boston; develop and im-
plement innovative food 
production strategies; pro-
vide technical assistance 
to prospective and exist-
ing gardens and farms; 
develop food production 
resources for gardeners, 
farmers, and other resi-
dents; and coordinate with 
other City departments to 
expand citywide urban 
agriculture. GrowBos-
ton will also contribute to 
Boston’s efforts to miti-
gate and adapt to climate 
change while addressing 
injustices inherent in the 
current food system. 

Additionally, Mayor 
Wu announced that the 
Office of Food Access will 
now be renamed the May-
or’s Office of Food Justice 
(OFJ) and will be a part of 
the Environment, Energy 
and Open Space Cabinet. 
This step expands upon 
the Mayor’s commitment 
to making nutritious, af-
fordable, and culturally 
relevant food accessible 
to all Boston residents. 
The Office of Food Justice 
will take an intersectional 
approach to food security 
that embeds social, racial, 
economic, and environ-
mental justice in all of its 
work. The Mayor’s Office 
of Food Justice will focus 
on five pillars to mak-
ing nutritious, affordable 
food accessible in Boston. 
These include investing in 
Boston’s food businesses, 
building coalitions, ex-
panding Boston residents’ 
access to affordable food 
that is also culturally ap-
propriate and nutritious, 
using public procurement 
of food, and investing 

in food chain workers in 
Boston. The mission of the 
Mayor’s Office of Food 
Justice will be to build a 
food system that is equita-
ble, resilient, sustainable, 
and just. GrowBoston is 
focused on food produc-
tion, while OFJ is focused 
on food access. 

“Urban agriculture, in-
cluding community gar-
dens, urban farms, food 
forests, and other ways of 
growing food in the city, 
can directly strengthen our 
local food system, mitigate 
the impacts of the climate 
crisis and ensure equitable 
access to healthy food in 
Boston,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “GrowBoston 
and the Office of Food 
Justice will combat in-
equities in the food sys-
tem, reduce the carbon 
footprint of food access, 
and increase food securi-
ty while reducing climate 
change impacts. Boston 
has a long history of urban 
agriculture as well as food 
justice activism, and we 
are continuing this tradi-
tion with increased invest-
ment of public resources.”

“The Mayor’s Office of 
Food Justice and Grow-
Boston take a food sys-
tems approach to ensure 
we are getting nutritious 
food on our plates while 
enhancing the health of 
our planet and our local 
economy,” said Reverend 
Mariama White-Ham-
mond, Chief of Environ-
ment, Energy and Open 
Space. “I am grateful to 
Mayor Wu for her vision 
and leadership in the food 
justice space and I look 
forward to supporting this 
work.”

The Mayor’s Office of 
Housing (MOH) has oper-
ated the Grassroots Open 
Space Program for over 25 
years, supporting the cre-
ation of new community 
gardens, urban farms, and 
community-owned open 
spaces. Since its creation, 

the Grassroots Program 
has created more than 
60 acres of open space, 
primarily as community 
gardens. In the past three 
years, more than 16 food 
production sites have been 
completed or begun con-
struction. GrowBoston 
will expand on the work 
of the existing Grassroots 
Program by expanding be-
yond site development and 
capital improvements to a 
robust approach of pro-
moting urban agriculture. 
This will include invest-
ing in innovative produc-
tion strategies, providing 
increased technical assis-
tance, developing and dis-
tributing educational re-
sources, and establishing 
partnerships that increase 
food production across 
the City - all through an 
equity lens. Shani Fletch-
er will serve as Director 
of GrowBoston, bringing 
many years of urban farm-
ing and gardening, open 
space development, com-
munity engagement, and 
fundraising experience to 
the role. Shani has served 
as MOH’s Grassroots Pro-
gram Manager for the past 
three years.

“I’m so excited to hear 
about the expansion of the 
City of Boston’s efforts 
to address the health and 
well-being of local resi-
dents through the creation 
of GrowBoston,” said 
Vivien Morris, Chairper-
son of the Mattapan Food 
and Fitness Coalition. 
“The Grassroots program 
has been a wonderful asset 
to help increase the use of 
green spaces in Boston for 
local parks, community 
gardens, and other green 
spaces.  Now with the in-
creased resources put into 
the new GrowBoston of-
fice, we look forward to 
the expansion of past work 
to allow increased support 
for efforts to create even 
more access to healthy lo-

Wu announces expansion of food 
and urban agriculture initiatives

See AGRICULTURE Page 11
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ELECTION VICTORY CELEBRATION IN HONOR OF SENATOR LYDIA EDWARDS

Democratic Primary) – 
you’re here tonight. It 
matters where we’re go-
ing to go together going 
forward, and that’s what 
you see in me and my 
leadership style. It’s about 
how we bring people to-
gether, what we can agree 
on, what we can disagree 
on and how we can still 
be a community, a neigh-
borhood that is growing, 
that is welcoming, that is 
beautiful, that respects its 
history and its past, but 
also welcomes a vibrant, 
diverse, beautiful future – 
that’s what I want to do.”

 Edwards announced 

that she has been appoint-
ed chair of the State Com-
munity Development and 
Small Business Commit-
tee and vice chair of the 
State Assets and Bonding 
Committee. She said the 
name of the senatorial dis-
trict will now be the Third 
Suffolk District. 

Edwards said that she 
will be hosting a “listen-
ing session” March 2 on 
Zoom focusing on trans-
portation, environmental 
justice, and Massport.

Edwards also an-

nounced that she will be a 
candidate for re-election.

In concluding her re-
marks, Edwards recog-
nized Winthrop resident 
and former town councilor 
Richard Gill with a toast. 
Mr. Gill was unable to at-
tend the event. 

“If you could raise a 
glass for Dick Gill. I can’t 
think of a credible heart 
and soul who sees the 
person before the politics, 
who really cares about 
this community more than 
him,” said Edwards.

Councilor-at-Large Robert DeMarco, State Rep. Jeffrey Turco, Senator Lydia Edwards, and 
Precinct 1 Councilor Richard Fucillo.

Senator Lydia Edwards and Bill Schmidt.Senator Lydia Edwards and School 
Committee member Layne Petrie.

Mary Berninger, Senator Lydia Edwards, and Boston 
City Councilor Ricardo Arroyo, candidate for Suffolk 
County district attorney.

Phil Boncore and Winthrop Town Coun-
cil President James Letterie, pictured 
at the event Tuesday at the Winthrop 
Arms.

Vera Carducci, Senator Lydia Edwards, and Joseph Steffa-
no.

Rocco Addesa and Senator Lydia Edwards.Precinct 3 Councilor Hannah Belcher, Senator Lydia Ed-
wards, and Stephen Hines.

Former Town Council Vice President Peter Christopher and his son, Gerald, Rebecca Fer-
land, Ed Cash, Senator Lydia Edwards, and Matthew Honan.Senator Lydia Edwards, with the Foley sisters, Leonora Foley, Daniela Foley, and Erica 

Foley.

Photos by Cary Shuman

State Senator Lydia Ed-
wards came to the Win-
throp Arms last Tuesday 
night to join her many sup-
porters and friends in cel-
ebrating her victory in the 
special senate election and 
thanking them for their 
support in the campaign 
for the First Suffolk and 
Middlesex District seat 
previously held by Joseph 
Boncore of Winthrop.

Edwards, an attorney 
who has served as a Bos-
ton city councilor since 
2018, was inaugurated as 
senator for the district on 
Jan. 20, 2022.

Well-known Winthrop 
resident Ed Cash helped 

coordinate the event to 
honor Edwards on her 
impressive victory and 
delivered the introductory 
remarks to the crowd that 
packed the function room 
at the Arms.

Cash told the assem-
blage that “everyone said 
that Winthrop was the 
huge battleground, and ev-
eryone knocked on  doors, 
made phone calls, stand-
outs, you name it – and 
[Lydia Edwards] ended up 
winning Winthrop.”

Edwards began her re-
marks by thanking her 
supporters.

“I want to thank you all 
for coming out tonight – 
this is a great showing of 
support, solidarity,” said 

Edwards. “I really don’t 
care where you were on 
Dec. 14 (the date of the 

Rebecca Ferland, Mary Ann Cash, Kathleen Cappuccio, and 
Ed Cash.

Front row, Alice Reilly and Eric Redister. Back row, Donna 
Segreti Reilly, Senator Lydia Edwards, and former Town 
Council President Tom Reilly.

Precinct 3 Councilor Hannah Belcher, Precinct 6 Councilor Stephen Ruggiero, Councilor-at-Large Robert DeMarco, Sena-
tor Lydia Edwards, Precinct 1 Councilor Richard Fucillo, Town Council President James Letterie, and former Town Council 
President Phil Boncore.

Senator Lydia Edwards and Mass. Biotechnology Council 
CEO Joseph Boncore, who previously served as state sena-
tor. See more photos on Page 13.
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OBITUARIES
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773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Charlotte Sweeney
Loving mother, grandmother and great 

grandmother

Providenza "Prudy" Masciulli
Fondly known as a feisty, hard worker who 

will be missed by all

Salvatore Bucchieri
Fondly remembered for his kindness, 

generosity, his love of family, friends, wine 
and for his famous garden whose bountiful 

vegetables he shared with all

To place a memoriam 
in the 

Times Free Press, please call
781-485-0588

His smiling way and pleasant face
Are a pleasure to recall,

He had a kindly word for each
And died beloved by all.

Some day we hope to meet him,
Someday, we know not when,

To clasp his hand in the better land,
Never to part again.

Love the Vatalaro Family

In Loving Memory

Francis 
M. Vatalaro

Feb. 27, 2018 — Feb. 27, 2022

A Funeral Mass was 
celebrated in St. Antho-
ny of Padua Church for 
Charlotte R. (St. Croix) 
Sweeney who died on 
Sunday, February 20 at 
the Leonard Florence 
Center for the Living in 
Chelsea following a long 
illness. She was 95 years 
old. Interment followed in 
Massachusetts National 
Cemetery in Bourne.

Charlotte was a native 
of East Boston, one of 14 
children born to the late 
William J. St. Croix and 
Charlotte (Dobbins) St. 
Croix. She was raised and 
educated in East Boston 
and was a proud alumna of 
East Boston High School, 
Class of 1944.  

Charlotte was happily 
married to her husband, 
Charles J. Sweeney, Sr. 
and together they raised 
their eight children in East 
Boston, later moving to 
Revere in 1977. 

Charlotte was all about 
family, coming from a 
large family and then hav-
ing her own large family, 
she was committed to be-
ing the best mother she 
could be. She enjoyed 
being surrounded by her 
children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren 
for any occasion. She 
loved having a good time 
and making wonderful 
memories. 

The devoted wife of 50 
years to the late Charles 
J. Sweeney, Sr., she was 
the loving and proud 
mother of Susan Leary 
and her husband, Dennis, 

Sr. of Malden, Charles J. 
Sweeney, Jr. and his wife, 
Terri of Billerica, Wil-
liam Sweeney of Revere, 
Gerald Sweeney and his 
wife, Susan of Sharon, 
Francis X. Sweeney of 
Revere, Mary (Sweeney) 
Pappas and her husband, 
James “Jimmy” of Es-
sex and the late Charlene 
Sweeney and Jane M. 
Cox and her late husband, 
John “Jack” Cox. She was 
the cherished Nana of 12 
grandchildren and six 
great grandchildren who 
she treasured dearly and 
the dear sister of 13 late 
brothers and sisters. She 
is also lovingly survived 
by many nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces and grand-
nephews. Remembrances 
may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hos-
pital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105. 

The staff at Vertuccio 
& Smith is most honored 
to have assisted the fam-
ily in completing funeral 
arrangements. For online 
condolences please visit 
www.vertuccioandsmith.
com.

Providenza “Prudy” 
Masciulli  of Revere, for-
merly of the North End 
and East Boston, passed 
away surrounded by her 
loving family after a brief 
illness on February 23 at 
the age of 78.

Prudy was born in Bos-
ton on August 22,1943 to 
Paul and Anne (Vitale) 
Firicano. She loved her 
roots in Boston’s North 
End. She was a waitress 
and bartender for many 
years, loved all the feasts 
particularly the Fisher-
man’s Feast. She was 
fondly known as a fiesty, 
hard worker and will be 
missed by all.

Prudy is survived by 
her loving children, James 
Masciulli and Lorraine 
Burri and her husband, 
Steven; cherished grand-
children: Jimmy, Janea, 
Paul and Philip Masciulli, 
Steven Burri and Kristi-
na Codispoti and adored 

great grandson, Genn-
aro Masciulli. She was 
predeceased by her son, 
Paul Masciulli and sisters, 
Bridget DeBella and Pau-
la Polci.

Family and friends 
will honor Prudy’s life by 
gathering at St. Joseph-St.
Lazarus Church, 59 Ash-
ley St., East Boston on 
Monday, March 7 at 10 
a.m. for a memorial mass 
at 11 a.m. in celebration of 
Prudy’s life. 

Salvatore Bucchieri 
died on February 21 at the 
age of 95.  

Salvatore immigrated 
to the United States from 
Italy on March 26, 1956 
after marrying Marian-
na and moved to Revere 
where the couple resided 
for over 50 years until a 
recent move to be closer to 
their daughter.  Salvatore 
worked at the Schrafft’s 
candy factory as a super-
visor until it closed.  In 
later years, he worked for 
the Hilton Hotels until his 
retirement.  

He is fondly remem-
bered for his kindness and 
generosity and for his love 
of family, friends, wine 
and his famous garden 
whose bountiful vegeta-
bles he shared with all.

Born in Mineo, Sicily 
on September 9, 1926 to 
the late Rosario and Ma-
ria (Bellino) Bucchieri, he 
was the beloved husband 
of 66 years to the late 
Marianna (Cardello) Buc-
chieri, devoted father of 
Maria Salvatore and her 
husband, John of West-

wood, cherished grandfa-
ther of Jake, Georgia and 
Zachary, dear brother of 
the late Sebastiano “Yan-
no,” Agrippina “Pina,” 
Maria and Paola “Lina” 
Bucchieri.  He is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces, nephews, great 
nieces and nephews, great 
great nieces and nephews, 
and great great great niec-
es and nephews.  

Funeral arrangements 
were by the Paul Buonfi-
glio Bruno Funeral Home, 
Revere. Entombment was 
at Woodlawn Cemetery.  
For guestbook, please vis-
it www.buonfiglio.com.

Christine P. Cutrufo
A beautiful person, inside and out 

Christine Cutrufo, 
62, born on December 
28,1959, grew up in Cam-
bridge. 

The beloved wife, 
mother, sister and grand-
mother, passed away qui-
etly following a long ill-
ness on Tuesday, February 
22. She is survived by her 
beloved husband, Joseph 
Cutrufo, her two children, 
Timothy Cross of Wind-
ham, NH and Mikaela 
Harvey of West Peabody 
along with her two grand-
children, Benjamin Cross 
and Madison Harvey. She 
also leaves three sisters 
and two brothers: Cheryl 
Arnold, Robin Yeome-
lakis, Lisa Skotz, Keith 
Webb and Kenneth Webb 
along with many nieces 
and nephews. 

Those who had the 
privilege to know Chris 
will remember her as a 
kind, generous and caring 
woman. Family was ev-
erything to Chris and she 
loved spending time with 
her children and grand-
children. On Sunday they 

all gathered for their Fam-
ily Dinners which was the 
highlight of her week. She 
would always be there to 
lend a helping hand, al-
ways putting her loved 
ones needs before her 
own. She was a beautiful 
person, inside and out and 
she will be deeply missed 
by all whose lives she 
touched. 

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the Rug-
giero Family Memorial 
Home, 10 Chestnut Street, 
Peabody. 

To leave an online con-
dolence visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

District 1 candidate 
Del Rio releases vision 
for future of BPS

Staff Report

Candidate for Boston 
City Council District 1 
and BPS mother Tania Del 
Rio released her vision for 
the future of BPS, craft-
ed collaboratively with a 
coalition of community 
members, parents, and ed-
ucation experts, including 
former Chief of Educa-
tion for the City of Boston 
Rahn Dorsey and commu-
nity activist Elsa Flores.

Her plan outlines a path-
way to ensure all students 
have equitable access to 
quality schools and safe 
learning environments by 
providing safe, quality, 
and sustainable learning 
environments; expanding 
mental health resources; 
guaranteeing safe, acces-
sible environments for 
our immigrant students; 
streamlining our school 
transportation system; en-
riching our arts education 
curriculum; and charting a 
path forward for Charles-
town High School. 

She also includes her 
commitment to expand-
ing Universal Pre-K for all 
3-year-olds, her support 
for an elected school com-
mittee, and her intention 
to integrate community in-
put into the process of ap-
pointing a new superinten-
dent. To spread awareness, 
the Del Rio campaign will 
be hosting a series of col-
laborative round tables, 
open to all members of 
the public and the press, 
in support of envisioning 
BPS’ future. (Stay tuned 
for more details & RSVP 
information!)

“As a BPS parent, trans-
forming the Boston Public 
Schools into an equitable, 
thriving system is personal 
to me. I have experienced 
the joys and challenges 
of BPS and advocated 
for our early educators 
and children throughout 
my career. Throughout 

the pandemic, chronic 
absentee rates have been 
very high and unenroll-
ment from BPS threatens 
the success of the system. 
As a City Councilor, my 
focus would be to do ev-
erything we can to attract 
students and families back 
into our school system by 
providing equitable access 
to an excellent education 
for all,” said Del Rio.

“Justice and prosper-
ity in Boston depend on 
having leaders, like Tania, 
who can act powerfully 
and produce results in the 
places [like our education 
system], where society's 
contemporary challenges 
come together. Tania has 
[already] demonstrated 
the unique ability to work 
at [these] important poli-
cy intersections and turn 
aspirations into tangible 
progress, in her case in-
creasing early education 
quality in Boston, increas-
ing the economic sustain-
ability of early childhood 
businesses and expanding 
opportunity for women in 
and beyond the workplace. 
I am ecstatic that she has 
chosen to run for Boston 
City Council,” said former 
chief education executive 
Dorsey.

"As a mother, activist, 
and education profession-
al, I fully support and val-
ue Tania Del Rio’s plan 
to improve our education 
system, as part of her can-
didacy for District 1 City 
Council. It is important 
that our immigrant com-
munity feels represented 
and valued. All students 
need to feel recognized, 
like their culture is re-
spected, like their teach-
ers want them to succeed, 
and like their family is 
involved.  I am excited to 
see this plan of instrumen-
tal and inclusive improve-
ments that Tania has pro-
posed for our education 
sphere,” said Flores.

By John Lynds

Two weeks after May-
or Michelle Wu and Dr. 
Bisola Ojikutu announced 
that the City’s “B To-
gether” policy, which re-
quires patrons and staff of 
certain indoor spaces to 
show proof of vaccination 
against COVID-19would 
be lifted, new infections 
remain low in Eastie and 
the rest of Boston. 

According to the BPHC 
13,219 residents were test-
ed citywide last week and 
3.6 percent were COVID 
positive--this was a 22 
percent decrease from the 
4.6 percent that reported-
ly tested positive for the 
week ending on February 
21. The weekly positive 
test rate has now decreased 
48 percent in Boston since 
February 14. 

Last week, 837 Eastie 
residents were tested for 
the virus last week and 4.1 

percent were positive--this 
was a 35 percent decrease 
from the 6.3 percent that 
tested positive as report-
ed by the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission 
(BPHC) on February 21. 
The weekly positive test 
rate has now decreased 
59 percent in Eastie since 
February 14. 

Thirty four additional 
Eastie residents contract-
ed the virus between Feb-
ruary 21 and February 28 
and there are now 14,178 
confirmed cases in the 
neighborhood since the 
start of the pandemic.

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the number 
of cases and infection rates 
in each neighborhood. It 
also breaks down the num-
ber of cases by age, gender 
and race.

Eastie’s weekly COVID positive 
test decreases once again 

See COVID Page 11
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LEGAL NOTICE

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

PAINTING

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

PLASTERING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

ROOFING MUSIC LESSONS

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE IN  OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 781-485-0588 
OR EMAIL  KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

S O N N Y ’ S 
IMMEDIATE 

ROOFING
Residential & Commercial
• All type Roofing & Repairs

• Licensed & Insured
• Snow & Ice Removal

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

BOOK 
NOW 
AND 
SAVE

SPECIALS 
FOR THE 
SEASON

Always the Best Value

V.S.R. 
ROOFING

Our goal is to provide our customers with 
the highest quality material and 

professional installations in the business.”
–J.B.

“

Commercial Flat
& Rubber Roofs 

Free Estimates
781-520-1699 

Licensed & Insured General Contractor

SSPPAARRTTAANN  CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

~Since 1978~

617-593-4532   
617-567-2926

Complete Office  
and Common  
Area Cleaning

Instruments offered:
Voice, Violin, Viola, Cello, Contrabass, Drums, Flute, 

Clarinet, Saxophones, Piano, Choral Music, OBoe, Bassoon,
Classical Guitar & more!

857-544-6514

Children’s Music Academy
Bring Music 

to Life

Call or visit us Online 
for more info!

701 Broadway, Everett
childrenmusicacademy.com

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

LOT of winemaking 
Equip.-Ital. Corker, 
Carboys(3), demi-
john, bottles(5),hy-
drometer, many 

corks/sleeves, 
bottle tree & more. 
$150 or B.R.O. Mike 
617-721-9138
1/26

WINTHROP-Spacious 
1BR apt. First 
Fl., WD hookup, 
parking. No pets. 

$1850 1st/last 617-
548-1705
3/24

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

COVID //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Agriculture //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
0.92 percent last week and 
went from 163,720 cases 
to confirmed 165,226 cas-
es in a week. 

There were 21 addi-
tional deaths in Boston 
from the virus in the past 
week and the total COVID 
deaths is now at 1,718. 
Deaths increased 10.5 per-

cent in Boston last week 
with three more deaths 
compared to the 19 deaths 
reported by the BPHC two 
weeks ago. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Chelsea Housing Authority 

Request for Proposal 
Rental Lease Agreement 

Issued: Wednesday, February 
23, 2022

The Chelsea Housing Author-
ity seeks multiple owners 
of developments or single 
rental units, within a 5-mile 
radius of Chelsea, Massachu-
setts 02150, with preference 
given to those apartments 
in Chelsea, MA (attachment 
A) with available 1, 2, 3, & 
4 - bedroom units that will 
be available between May 
1st-August 1, 2022, to enter 
into a master lease agree-
ment, with the CHA, for a 
minimum of 18 months, with 
month-to-month extensions, 
up to 30 months of initial 
lease date. The CHA will 
enter into an agreement with 
multiple owners, to sublease 
approximately 26 units, with 
an agreement signed for 
each unit occupied.  Maxi-

mum gross contract rents will 
be as follows:
•1-Bedroom units - $ 1,924
•2-Bedroom units - $ 2,336
•3-Bedroom units - $ 2,906
•4-Bedroom units - $ 3,168
To receive the complete 
documents of the RFP, 
please email avelazquez@
chelseaha.com or pick up 
at our main administrative 
office at 54 Locke Street, 
Chelsea, MA 02150
Proposal with all criteria 
met should be sent and 
received as follows, no later 
than 11:00 am on March 25, 
2022.   Proposals should 
be received in a sealed 
envelope

3/3/22, 3/4/22
EV, EB, R, C, W

LEGAL NOTICE
AVISO DE AUDIENCIA 

PÚBLICA
De acuerdo con las sección 

31A y el artículo 80C del 
Código de Zonificación de 
Boston (el “Código”), por 
la presente, la Autoridad de 
Reurbanización de Boston, 
que opera bajo el nombre 
de Agencia de Planificación 
y Desarrollo de Boston 
(“BPDA”), notifica que se 
celebrará una Audiencia 
pública virtual el jueves 10 
de marzo de 2022 a las 
5:30 p. m. que se televisará 
en Boston City TV (Xfinity 
Channel 24, RCN Channel 13 
y Verizon Fios Channel 962) 
y se transmitirá en directo 
en boston.gov, para consid-
erar el Plan de desarrollo 
propuesto para el Área de 
desarrollo planificado nro. 
133, 355 Bennington Street, 
East Boston. Se prevé que el 
proyecto de 355 Bennington 
Street incluya la demolición 
del edificio comercial actual 
de una sola planta y la 
construcción de un edificio 
nuevo de hasta seis plantas 
que contendrá, aproxima-

damente, 170 unidades de 
vivienda multifamiliar, unos 
6,985 pies cuadrados para 
usos comerciales, servicios 
para los residentes y estacio-
namiento complementario, 
con mejoras en el sitio y 
el espacio público.  Para 
participar de esta Audiencia 
pública, los miembros del 
público pueden registrarse 
en https://bit.ly/MarchB-
PDAMeeting o enviar su 
testimonio a BRABoard@
boston.gov. Los testimo-
nios enviados por correo 
electrónico se leerán en voz 
alta durante la audiencia. El 
Proyecto propuesto se puede 
consultar en el siguiente 
enlace http://www.boston-
plans.org/projects/develop-
ment-projects/355-benning-
ton-street.
Teresa Polhemus, directora 
ejecutiva/secretaria de la 
Autoridad de Reurbanización 
de Boston

3/2/22
EB

cally grown food includ-
ing urban farms, food for-
ests, and much more. This 
is needed now more than 
ever.”

Boston has been a lead-
er in urban food produc-
tion for decades, with a 
long history of communi-
ty gardening through the 
establishment of Article 
89, one of the first zoning 
regulations in the country 
to address and explicit-
ly allow urban farming. 
In recent years, there has 
been increasing demand 
for community gardens 
as well as other food pro-
duction spaces in neigh-
borhoods across the city, 
especially in low-income 
communities of color. The 
onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic and its impact 
on food security has high-
lighted even further the 
need for additional space 
and resources in order 
to expand gardening and 
farming capacity.

“Boston has a long his-

tory of urban agriculture 
in many forms, and our 
field has seen ever-in-
creasing momentum over 
the past decade,” said 
Shani Fletcher, Director 
of GrowBoston. “I am 
thrilled to take on this 
leadership role as Bos-
ton moves into an era of 
increased investment in 
food system transforma-
tion with an eye towards 
equity.”

GrowBoston will se-
cure new funding sourc-
es to provide resources 
and technical assistance 
to neighborhood groups 
and nonprofits to help 
them organize, buy, cre-
ate, manage, and maintain 
urban farms, food forests, 
community gardens, and 
open spaces in Boston’s 
neighborhoods. As a result 
of this investment, Bos-
ton neighborhoods will 
receive improvements to 
and permanent preserva-
tion of community food 
production sites and other 

open spaces. 
“The City of Boston has 

been an incredible partner 
of ours in building Bos-
ton’s urban agriculture 
sector, and we’re looking 
forward to increased ener-
gy, ideas, and resources to 
expand economic oppor-
tunity and access to fresh 
food across our commu-
nities,” said Dave Madan, 
Board President of Boston 
Farms Community Land 
Trust and Founding Trust-
ee of Urban Farming Insti-
tute.

GrowBoston and the 
Office of Food Justice 
will coordinate with other 
city agencies who work 
to connect residents with 
healthy, locally grown 
foods. This includes the 
Office of Neighborhood 
Services, and the Environ-
ment and Parks and Rec-
reation Departments to 
ensure that equity and cli-
mate resiliency are central 
to the office’s work.

Locally Owned & Operated by Tom DiGregorio

winterize special
$$49499595

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

WINTER 
IS here

is your 

car ready? Celebrating
 79 Years in Revere

• Oil Change
• Tire Rotation
• Check fluid levels
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LOCAL STUDENTS 
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

MALDEN CATHOLIC 
STUDENTS 
ACHIEVE HONOR 
ROLL – FIRST AND 
SECOND QUARTER  

Malden Catholic stu-

dents have completed the 
coursework required for 
the first and second quar-
ter of the 2021 - 2022 
school year. The school 
has three categories for 
outstanding academic per-

formance honors: Head-
master’s List (90 - 100 in 
all classes,) First Honors 
(85 to 89 in all classes) 
and Second Honors (80 to 
84 in all classes.)

Malden Catholic Hon-
ors – QUARTER ONE

Second Honors (80 to 
84 in all classes)

Rocio Rodriguez 
Cabarcas

Malden Catholic Hon-
ors – QUARTER TWO

Headmaster’s List (90 
to 100 in all classes)

Rocio Rodriguez 
Cabarcas

The contest, one of the 
most prestigious writing 
and illustrating competi-
tions in the world, is cur-
rently in its 34th year and 
is judged by some of the 
premier names in specula-
tive fiction.

Zaccaria was born 
and raised in Eastie and 
worked varied jobs in 
graphic design—first as a 
printer, then a print buy-
er, and then as a graphic 
designer specializing in 
book cover design. 

His work has won ac-
claim from Bookbuild-
ers of Boston, The New 
York Book Show, and the 
Boskone Art Show. 

His work has appeared 
in the annuals from Book-
builders of Boston and In-
fected by Art.

Zaccaria said much of 
his daily work is book 
cover design for publish-
ers and independent au-
thors, though he feels the 
pull toward image cre-
ation. 

“Over the last several 
years, I started to build 
his portfolio and exhibit 
at various conventions, 

squeezing in new art ev-
ery chance I get,” he said. 
“I was drawn to the arts 
from an early age. Music 
is an immense inspiration 
for ideas, and much of my 
work is influenced by a 
song title, lyric, or mood.”

Zaccaria said other sub-
jects that motivate and 
spark his imagination are 
mythology, poster design, 
and artists working in 
imaginative realism. Most 
of his art is produced dig-
itally, and he sees that as a 
perfect medium for com-
mercial works, but he also 
enjoys working in tradi-
tional methods as well as 
a blending of the two.

Following the 1982 re-
lease of his international-
ly acclaimed bestselling 
science fiction novel, Bat-
tlefield Earth, written in 
celebration of 50 years as 
a professional writer, L. 
Ron Hubbard created the 
Writers of the Future in 
1983 to provide a means 
for aspiring writers of 
speculative fiction to get 
that much-needed break. 
Due to the success of the 
Writers of the Future Con-

test, the companion Illus-
trators of the Future Con-
test was inaugurated five 
years later.

The intensive mento-
ring process has proven 
very successful. The 382 
past winners of the Illus-

trating Contest have pro-
duced over 6,000 illustra-
tions, 360 comic books, 
graced 624 books and 

albums with their art and 
visually contributed to 68 
TV shows, and 40 major 
movies.
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By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-
cil listened intently Mon-
day night as Brian Dakin, 
construction manager 
for the new Revere High 
School project, gave a de-
tailed presentation on all 
aspects of the project, from 
the timeline for design and 
construction, to the costs, 
and the three construction 
options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide 
presentation to comple-
ment his remarks. For the 
parents of schoolchildren 
watching at home, it had 
to be breathtaking to view 
the incredible plans for 
the potential $394 million 
project. State reimburse-
ment would be about $163 
million.

“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo 
announced Revere will ob-
serve Martin Luther King 
Day with “A Tribute to 
Martin Luther King Jr.”, a 
multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between 
Revere Public Schools and 
the City’s Human Rights 
Commission that will fea-
ture music, discussion, 
and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-
vere  and the rest of the 
First Suffolk & Middlesex 
district went to the polls 
and elected City Council-
or Lydia Edwards to serve 
as their next state senator. 
Once sworn in Edwards 
will become the first wom-
an and the first person of 
color to represent the dis-
trict.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Council hears 
presentation on 
new Revere High 
School project

Arrigo announces grant 
program to support local 

businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES 
OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNECOLOGY 
CENTERS

Cambridge Health Al-
liance (CHA) Women’s 
Health Centers have a 
new name. All three cen-
ters in Cambridge, Somer-
ville and Revere are now 
called CHA Obstetrics 
and Gynecology Centers. 

CHA Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Centers fo-
cus on providing safe and 
equitable gynecological, 
reproductive health as 
well as prenatal and post-
natal care. “We care about 
all of our patients, every 
day,” said Kate Harney, 
MD, CHA’s chief of ob-
stetrics and gynecology. 

In 2021, CHA’s Labor, 
Delivery and Postpar-
tum services were named 
among the top 100 in the 
country by Newsweek 
magazine. This recogni-
tion, along with a Leap-
frog A grade and distin-
guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur
508.677.5570

Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public 
playground at the Susan 
B Anthony Complex was 
empty, filled with snow, 
instead of playful students 
Friday morning as Thursday 
evening’s storm continued 
to blanket the City Friday 
morning. 

Shown right, a resident 
awaits an Uber in the snow.
Shown below, early morning 
on Union Street as the snow 
starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes 
Senator-Elect Edwards 

following election

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional 
Vocational High School 
Committee member An-
thony Caggiano is urging 
Revere residents to vote 
on Jan. 25 in favor of the 
new high school project 
that is being planned for 
the current site in Wake-
field.

The referendum will be 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 
the St. Anthony’s Church 
bingo hall. New Elections 
Commissioner Paul Fahey 
will oversee the election in 
Revere. The other 11 com-
munities in the district will 
also be voting on Jan. 25.

“The vibes that [North-
east] Supt. David DiBarri 
and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is 
that they seem very sup-
portive of the building of 
a new [Northeast] high 
school,” said Caggiano.

Caggiano said con-
struction costs for the new 
school would be $317 
million, of which the state 
reimbursement is $141 
million. He said that Re-
vere’s share of the project 
would be approximately 
$1.8 million per year for 
20 years.

“The new high school 
would be built on top of 
the hill on the Northeast 
campus where the football 
field [Breakheart Stadium] 
is,” said Caggiano. “Once 
construction is finished, 
the old school would be 
demolished. We would 
then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old 
school.”

The new Northeast Re-
gional high school would 
have an enrollment of 
1,600 students, an increase 
from the current enroll-
ment of 1,300 students.

“Revere currently has 
the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia 
Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-
rigo and the Revere De-
partment of Planning and 
Community Develop-
ment (DPCD) announced 
$415,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding to es-
tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-
gram is aimed at microen-
terprises and aims to help 
those small entrepreneurs 
as they withstand the con-
tinued pressures of operat-
ing in a COVID environ-
ment. Micro-enterprises 
are defined as businesses 

See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. 
with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 

rising number of COVID 

cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 

towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 

we all enjoyed over the 

summer months. 
According to the Direc-

tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 

Clinical Services
Meredith Hurley, RN, 

MPH, the weekly positive 

test rate jumped 82 percent 

when comparing the week 

ending January 1 with the 

week ending December 25.
For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 

residents were tested for 

COVID and 15.8 percent 

were found to be positive. 

This was an 82 percent 

spike from the 8.7 percent 

that tested positive the 

week prior. 
Six percent more resi-

dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 

January 1 so it seems the 

Omnicron variant, which 

makes up nearly all new 

cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 

town. 
The number of con-

firmed cases jumped from 

280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 

Committee met on Jan. 10, 

where the dominant theme 

of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 

to be attended by newly 

elected Town Council Pres. 

James Letterie and School 

Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 

Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 

and members Gus Martucci 

and Suzanne Swope.
Supt. Lisa Howard con-

gratulated and welcomed 

the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-

ed a level of student and 

staff absences never before 

seen in the district. The 

town had predicted a spike 

due to holiday gatherings, 

especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 

rise, but nothing like this.
On Monday, Jan. 3, the 

district was missing 446 

students (almost a quarter 

of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 

While the student absences 

seemed to level off in the 

following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 

$5,000 grant award from 

East Boston Savings Bank 

Charitable Foundation for 

FKO’s scholarship program 

to cover tuition costs for 

families in need.
“We are extremely grate-

ful for this generous grant 

which expanded access to 

safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 

for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 

FKO Executive Director. 

100% of grant funding was 

used to provide scholarship 

assistance that allows low 

and moderate income and 

at-risk school-aged youth 

from Winthrop access to 

quality out-of-school time 

enrichment.
FKO collaborates with 

Winthrop Public Schools 

and other community and 

government partners to 

design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 

of local youth. Through its 

longstanding contract with 

the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 

and Care, FKO provides 

low-income families with 

subsidized programming 

and through its contract 

with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 

Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 

of abuse or neglect, living 

in foster care, or exposed 

to trauma. Together, these 

collaborations help FKO 

connect Winthrop youth to 

safe, healthy enrichment 

opportunities.
With this generous fund-

ing from the East Boston 

Savings Bank Charitable 

Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent

Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000
Offered by: Dan Clucas

Dan Clucas
(617) 548-7716

30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 

2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 

appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 

dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 

prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 

home in one of the most beautiful 

tree-lined streets in East Milton. 

This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 

street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 

space is yours in this beautifully 

renovated single-family home 

on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens

617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 

home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 

This home features 15 rooms, 7 

bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 

throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 

of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000

Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 

the Street from the Ocean 

with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 

rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 

so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 

Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 

lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 

garage! This home features 

10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 

full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET
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TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 

Terence Delehanty and the 

Town of Winthrop wish 

to provide residents with 

an update on property tax 

bills.
Due to a software er-

ror, third-quarter tax bills 

displayed a 2021 assessed 

value on tax bills rather 

than the 2022 values they 

should have displayed. 

However, the amount due 

listed on individual bills is 

correct.
The Town of Winthrop 

has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 

caused by this error, and 

encourage residents to 

reach out if they have any 

questions,” Delehanty said. 

“However, they should 

rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 

WPS sees historic 

staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS 

INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-

DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE 

ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. 

INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards 

scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 

Episcopal Church on 

Bowdoin Street may have 

showed signs of a wintery 

cold day on the outside, but 

all are warmly welcomed 

inside.

Shown right, Matteo Cantu 

was out with his dad Dane, 

building a snow castle.

Shown below, residents 

make their way Winthrop’s 

boat launching ramp for a 

boat ride. See more photos 

on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 

The COVID 19 virus continues 
to spread across the North End 
and the surrounding area with 2 
out of every 10 residents tested for 
the virus last week turning out to 
be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate 
citywide as Boston hospitals deal 
with the latest surge. 

According to the weekly 
report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC), 3,278     North End, 
Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End 
and Downtown residents were 
tested and 22 percent were posi-
tive. This was a 46 percent increase 
from the 15.1 percent that tested 
positive between December 27 and 
January 3. The weekly positive test 
rate is up 127 percent in the area 
since December 27. 

Seven hundred twenty-one 
additional residents have been 
infected with the virus between 
January 3 and January 10 and the 
total number of cases in the area 
increased to 6,419 cases overall 
since the pandemic began.

(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.
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By John Lynds

Tuesday, voters in East Boston 
and the rest of the First Suffolk 
& Middlesex district went to the 
polls and elected City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards to serve as their 
next state senator. Once sworn 
in Edwards will become the first 
woman and the first person of 
color to represent the district.  

“I am grateful to the people 
of Boston, Cambridge, Revere 
and Winthrop for sending me 
to Beacon Hill to fight for our 
communities,” said Senator-Elect 
Edwards. “I know how to fight 
for what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and I am 
looking forward to continuing the 
work in the state house. When 
in 2014 we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, we showed 
the world that nannies and house 
cleaners can write laws: they 
know as workers, as women, as 
immigrants and people of color, 
about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government 
needs to do more to guarantee 
their rights and wellbeing.”

Edwards continued, “Like so 
many in our communities, I know 
what it’s like to be unable to 
afford school lunch, to lose a job 
and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)

Area’s COVID positive 
test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now 
Senator-Elect Edwards

Special to the Journal

The City of Lynn Planning De-

partment announces the member-

ship of the Vision Lynn Steering 

Committee, which will guide the 

community engagement for the 

City’s first ever comprehensive 

plan, Vision Lynn. The Commit-

tee’s 34 members will assist the 

Planning Department in design-

ing a robust, inclusive, year-long 

community conversation about 

Lynn’s future and ensuring the 

final document is consistent with 

the feedback collected. 
The Steering Committee is 

predominantly made up of com-

munity members, but will also be 

joined by two Councilors (to be 

announced) and Planning Board 

Chair Bob Stilian. Several rep-

resentatives from City staff will 

also participate, including Lynn 

Public Schools Superintendent 

Patrick Tutwiler, Director of 

Elder Services Christopher Go-

mez-Farewell, Diversity, Eq-

uity and Inclusion Coordinator 

Faustina Cuevas, and represen-

tatives from the Mayor’s Office, 

the Economic Development and 

Industrial Corporation/Lynn 

(EDIC/Lynn), and Lynn Hous-

ing Authority and Neighborhood 

Development (LHAND). A full 

list of Steering Committee mem-

bers is available below and on 

the project website, LynnInCom-

mon.com/Vision-Lynn.
The Steering Committee mem-

bers each bring rich connections 

to the community and unique 

perspectives. As a whole, the 

Committee speaks 11 languages 

and a majority identify as people 

of color. There are also repre-

sentatives who are foreign-born, 

lifelong Lynners, members of the 

LGBQTIA+ community, par-

ents, elders, youth, and residents 

of each ward.
Establishing the Steering 

Committee is the first major step 

in the creation of Lynn’s first 

comprehensive plan, which was 

a key priority for Former Mayor 

Thomas McGee from the begin-

ning of his administration. “We 

have been able to put together a 

diverse, talented Steering Com-

mittee with deep community 

Thursday, January 13, 2022Th e Ly n n Jo u r n a L
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www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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GRAND OPENING

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Rincon Macorisano with State Rep. Peter Capano, Ward 3 Councilor 

Coco Alinsug, Mayor Jared Nicholson, NSLBA President Frances Martinez, and Rincon owners, Teresa and 

Basilio Encarnacion. See Page 5 for more photos.

City announces Vision Lynn Steering Committee

Please see COMMITTEE Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Michelle Roach of Lynn, 

head coach of the Peabody 

High School girls hockey team, 

has been selected as the MIAA 

Coach of the Year for the 2020-

21 season.
“It’s quite the honor to re-

ceive,” Roach humbly told the 

Lynn Journal this week.
Roach is an alumna of St. 

Mary’s High School where she 

was the captain of the first-ever 

girls hockey team in the 2001-

02 season. She also served as 

an assistant hockey coach at St. 

Mary’s and was inducted into the 

St. Mary’s Varsity Club Hall of 

Fame in 2016.
St. Mary’s Director of Athlet-

ics Jeff Newhall congratulated 

his fellow alumnus on receiving 

the esteemed statewide honor.
“We in the St. Mary’s com-

munity congratulate Michelle on 

receiving this prestigious award 

from the MIAA,” said Newhall. 

“Michelle was an outstanding 

player and assistant coach in our 

girls hockey program and con-

tinues to be a great role model 

for student-athletes. We wish her 

continued success in her profes-

sional career and coaching en-

deavors.”
Following her outstanding ca-

reer at St. Mary’s, Roach went 

on to play three seasons in the 

St. Michael’s College women’s 

Michelle Roach named 

MIAA Girls Hockey 
Coach of the Year

Please see ROACH  Page 7

Michelle Roach.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-
ally on January 11 for a make-up 
December meeting, as there was 
not a quorum of council members 
to hold a meeting in December.

The Council first heard a pre-
sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A 
Centre St., which requested a 
change in closing hours as well 
as the removal of language about 
a shared valet

SEED Chief of Staff Tomas 
Gonzalez, as well as CEO April 
Arrasate were on hand to present 
the proposal and address com-
ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s 
current hours are 11am to 8pm 
but their original proposal was 
for 10am to 10pm, so that is what 
they are proposing now. 

“We are trying to get in line 
with our competitors,” Arrasate 
said, adding that they believe the 
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By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District 
E13 of the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) hosted its first 
virtual police and community 
relations meeting of 2022. The 
monthly meeting, which is car-
ried out virtually over Zoom, is 
an opportunity for members of 
the public to learn about local 
crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John 

Dougherty provides Part One 
crime data assembled by the Bos-
ton Regional Intelligence Center. 
Part One crimes are the most se-
rious, and don’t include offenses 
like vandalism, drug dealing or 
possession of firearms.

Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-
trito E13 del Departamento de 
Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó 
su primera reunión virtual de rel-
aciones comunitarias y policiales 
de 2022. La reunión mensual, que 
se lleva a cabo virtualmente a 
través de Zoom, es una oportuni-
dad para que los miembros del 
público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la 
aplicación de la ley.

En cada reunión, el Sgto. John 
Dougherty proporciona datos so-
bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-
unidos por el Centro Regional 
de Inteligencia de Boston. Los 
delitos de la Parte Uno son los 
más graves y no incluyen el van-
dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and 
many residents enjoyed their 
time outside  around Jamaica 
Pond (above) or fighting the 
cold with some hot coffee, 
(right) and, of course,  playing 
in the snow as can be seen on 
Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
this month the City of Boston, 
in collaboration with the Core 
Empowerment Social Justice 
Cannabis Museum in Jamaica 
Plain, will offer a series of free 
introductory informational ses-
sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18 on the cannabis industry 
and entrepreneurship for those 
who intend to operate a cannabis 
business in the City of Boston. 

Wu said the objective of these 
January sessions is to increase 
the number of equity owned 
cannabis business licensees and 
applicants in the City of Boston. 

“As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to 
uplift the communities that have 
lived the harms of previous mar-
ijuana laws and enforcement,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-
courage all interested entrepre-
neurs to use these resources to 
ensure equitable growth for this 
emerging industry.”

In November of 2019, the City 
of Boston passed an “Ordinance 
Establishing Equitable Regula-
tion of the Cannabis Industry,” 
which requires the development 
of procedures and policies that 
encourage participation in the 
regulated cannabis industry by 
communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum 
offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.

Wednesday, January 12, 2022

Published by the Independent Newspaper Co.Everett Independent

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  

aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,

PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888

OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900

FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrss

Mon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm

385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

The Independent Newspaper Group 

Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18

Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 

Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 

Army watches over Everett 

as the snow falls last Friday 

morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do 

without.

Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday 

to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law 

Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to 
Colombia’s vibrant cul-
ture, colors, sounds and 
dense natural scenery. For 
this mural at Ashley and 
Boardman, Ortiz took both 
of these factors and put 
them down taking nature’s 
elements from Eastie.

This is not the first 
time Redgate has com-
missioned local artists 
for work in the commu-
nity. The developer hired 
cross-medium artist Mia 
Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting 
which is the signature 
feature of Addison Street 
project’s lobby.  

Cross, a Boston-based 
artist who is originally 
from Framingham – has 
been featured in numer-
ous galleries and exhibits 
throughout New England 
and New York, and her 
work lives in private col-
lections throughout Eu-
rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in 
Orient Heights knows the 
area near the Marty Pino 
Community Center where 
Ashley Street dumps out 
onto Boardman can be a 
dangerous area for pedes-
trians and motorists. 

With a community cen-
ter and neighboring Noyes 
Park hosting hundreds of 
children each week once 
the weather gets warm 
the city has heard enough 
complaints about the in-
tersection to begin trying 
something different. 

Since last March the 
Boston Transportation 
Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic 
calming measures includ-
ing installing permanent 
traffic cones to demon-
strate the city’s plan to 
transform the triangular 
intersection into a more 
user friendly area for mo-
torists and pedestrians. 

Recently, Redgate, the 
developers of the 230-unit 
apartment community on 
Addison Street, teamed 
up with the City of Bos-
ton’s Tactical Urbanism 
Initiative to create a safer 
intersection at Ashley and 
Boardman streets.

Redgate commissioned 
celebrated Colombian art-
ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the 
portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-
fic cones into a work of 
art. 

Ortiz’s now completed 
mural incorporates imag-
ery of native wildlife from 
Belle Isle Marsh into a 
public art piece for all to 
enjoy while drawing atten-
tion to the traffic calming 
measures that have been 
deployed by the city. 

The commissioning of 
Ortiz was part of a com-
munity benefits mitigation 
package in connection 
with Redgate’s Addison 
Street project and was 
funded through the Addi-
son project in collabora-
tion with the tactical ur-
banism initiative 

“The place we have 
created at Addison is very 
welcoming and hopefully 
inspiring to the artist com-
munity, and these won-
derful pieces of public art 
reflect that idea,” said Da-
mian Szary, a Principal at 
Redgate. “Felipe’s street 
mural not only has created 
great beauty for all of East 
Boston to appreciate, but it 
will actually contribute to 
improved public safety at 
the Ashley and Boardman 
intersection.”

Ortiz’s unique murals 
are a fusion of artistic 
themes representing the 
urban scenery from the 
U.S., its vast landscape, 
and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston 
Licensing Board approved 
plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ 
restaurant on the corner of 
Border and Decatur Street 
inside a commercial space 
created by NOAH (East 
Boston Neighborhood of 
Affordable Housing) as 
part of its Coppersmith 
Village project. 

According to the pro-
posal before the Licensing 
Board last week, Pearl & 
Lime Restaurant, which 
will be managed and part-
ly owned  by lifelong East-
ie resident Vanik Hacopi-
an, plans to obtain a seven 
day all alcoholic license 
for the planned 3,626 
square foot restaurant. At-
torney Andrew Upton told 
the board his clients plan 
to create 3,071 square feet 
inside and an additional 
555 square foot season-
al outdoor patio with 40 
seats. Upton said the patio 
would close by 10 a.m. but 
the indoor portion of the 
restaurant would remain 
open until 1 a.m. 

“Pearl and Lime is a 
fresh pan-Latin concept 
with neighborhood price 
points and a commit-

ment to being part of the 
community,” said Upton. 
“Fresh food and a com-
fortable modern atmo-
sphere and decor will be 
the calling cards of this 
new neighborhood restau-
rant. The character and 
fitness of this applicant 
is clear. This is the team 
that’s behind Pearl and 
Lime in Quincy and are 
a family friendly, fresh 
pan-Latin concept that has 
become a neighborhood 
fixture and has had no vio-
lations or complaints from 
their neighbors. They’ve 
proven this concept and 
are excited about this East 
Boston location. Further 
their landlord, NOAH, has 
chosen this team due to 
their sensitivity to the res-
idents, the neighbors and 
the community.”

The planned restaurant 
approved last week re-
ceived support from City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro 
as well as the Maverick 
Square Neighborhood As-
sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in 
East Boston and the rest 
of the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex district went to 
the polls and elected City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
to serve as their next state 
senator. Once sworn in 
Edwards will become the 
first woman and the first 
person of color to repre-
sent the district.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-
bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
Beacon Hill to fight for 
our communities,” said 
Senator-Elect Edwards. 
“I know how to fight for 
what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and 
I am looking forward to 
continuing the work in the 
state house. When in 2014 
we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, 
we showed the world that 
nannies and house clean-
ers can write laws: they 
know as workers, as wom-
en, as immigrants and 
people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and 
they know when our gov-
ernment needs to do more 
to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”
Edwards continued, 

“Like so many in our 
communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-
ford school lunch, to lose 
a job and panic about next 
month’s rent, to live each 
day breathing in air pol-
lution and to worry about 
tomorrow as the sea levels 
continue to rise. Together, 
with our pain and purpose, 
we will fight for laws and 
the social conditions that 
protect people, communi-
ties and our planet. I am 
excited for the journey 
ahead.”

The election took place 
across the district during 
Tuesday’s frigid state gen-
eral election and included 
Wards and Precincts in 
Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-
jtop, the North End, Bea-
con Hill, Bay Village, 
Chinatown, the South End 
and Cambridgeport. With 
no Republican challenger 
on the ballot Edwards’s 
win was all but guaranteed 
Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-
vere School Committee 
member Anthony D’Am-
brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board 
approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik 
Hacopian talks about his 
new restaurant concept at 
last week’s Licensing Board 
hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day due to the 

Martin Luther King 
Holiday on 
January 17

 APPECIATION

See COVID Page 3

By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of 

cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 

on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 

on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6

See CANDIDATES  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 

beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 

Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 

(right) listens as Eugene 

O’Flaherty reads a proc-

lamation honoring the 

Rev. Healy’s outstanding 

service to the Chelsea 

Soldiers’ Home where he 

served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Just a few weeks ago, 
Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of 
Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, 
Peru, where he cared for indige-
nous residents in a makeshift clinic 
in an abandoned warehouse with-
out modern tools or electricity.  
Making the best of rudimentary 
resources, he and his team pushed 
three chairs together to form an 
exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to 
provide expert medical care to 
local patients, many of whom are 
migrant workers and families of 
the remote villages in Central and 
South America.  Seeing firsthand 
the disparities in healthcare access 
and technology in non-industrial-
ized countries has inspired the pri-
mary care sports medicine doctor 
to do more.

“The nearest hospital for most 
people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough 
to have transportation,” says Dr. 
Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians 
Group doctor who was introduced 
to the volunteer program when 
working as an urgent care phy-
sician in New York City several 
years ago. “In these remote com-
munities, we see a lot of dietary, 
skeletal and muscular issues. We 
bring what supplies and medica-
tions we can with us, but it never 
feels like enough. More volunteers 
are needed to meet people where 
they live and provide the care 
these residents need to survive.” 

Dr. Mulroy typically sees 
patients at the North Shore 
Physicians Group practice in 
Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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CnC CORnER
The Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
will be hosting a virtual Impact 
Advisory Group (IAG) meet-
ing on the Draft Project Impact 
Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic 
Avenue project. 

The meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 19 from  
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents 
can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-
1Kh to participate. 

However, the BPDA advised 
that this meeting will be different 
from that of a traditional com-
munity meeting. As part of the 
development review process, IAG 
members work closely with BPDA 
staff to identify the impacts of a 
project and recommend appro-
priate community benefits to off-
set those impacts. IAG meetings 
prioritize discussion between the 
developer and IAG members.

Developers looking to convert 
a 60,089 square foot parcel in an 
industrial corner of Charlestown 
between Sullivan Square and 
Somerville into a 25-story mixed-
use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency in 
November. 

The filing for the project at 1 
Mystic Ave. triggered a public 
comment period under the BPDA’s 
Article 80 Large Project Review 
and residents can submit com-
ments until January 26 at http://
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/one-mys-
tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project 
Notification Form (PNF) with the 
BPDA back in January the devel-
opers, One Mystic Owner, have 
made changes to the project after 
meetings with the community and 
BPDA. 

When the developer filed its 
PNF, they looked to construct 
695 residential units in a 29 story 
building with ground food com-
mercial space. The updated plans 
look to construct a 478,880-gross-
square-foot, 25-story building 
with 639 units on the site cur-
rently occupied by the BellSimons 
Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and 
plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto 

Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on 
Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-

ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 

Flynn is looking forward to serv-

ing in the role during the dawn 

of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 

administration, as well as amid 

an influx of new blood into the 

City Council.
 “I’m really proud of my 

new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 

They really care about the city 

and their neighborhoods. And 

I’m equally proud of the current 

councilors and look forward to 

a productive term working with 

Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 

was unanimously voted in as the 

new council president for a two-

year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to 

serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the 

Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 

to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-

servancy is bringing back a won-

derful reason to visit the Emer-

ald Necklace parks this winter. 

“Lights in the Necklace” is a 

unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 

beginning February 1 and con-

tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 

trees, in the Emerald Necklace 

will be awash with an emerald 

glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 

celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 

bring visitors together, inspire 

and light the way in challenging 

times. Enjoy the lighting on a 

series of iconic Emerald Neck-

lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 

daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmErald nEcklacE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON

City Council President and 

District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 

press conference on January 10 

to provide updates on the public 

health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 

and Cass have been driven by a 

public health and housing-led 

approach,” Wu said, adding that 

the encampments “are not a safe 

or healthy place for anyone to be 

living.” 

There is no heat or running 

water and fires have broken out 

in the area as people attempt to 

stay warm.
With this week’s frigid weath-

er especially, there are “ongoing 

issues around frostbite and hypo-

thermia as temperatures drop,” 

Wu said. 
The Wu administration has 

surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHY

The entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 

361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-

post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-

line set by Mayor Michelle 

Wu to clear out the homeless 

encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-

al meeting of the South End, 

Newmarket, Roxbury Working 

Group on Addiction, Recovery, 

and Homelessness on Tuesday, 

Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 

only temporarily remedy the 

problem and the encampments, 

along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/

Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working group Pg. 4)
By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 

Eliot School are fuming over the 

introduction of the so-called ‘10-

point’ penalty placed on some 

high performing Boston Public 

Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 

exam school like Boston Latin, 

Boston Latin Academy and the 

O’Bryant. 
The Eliot, which serves many 

students from Back Bay, Beacon 

Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 

to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(Eliot school Pg. 7)
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By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-ident, District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn is looking forward to serv-ing in the role during the dawn of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-istration, as well as amid an influx of new blood into the City Coun-cil.
“I’m really proud of my new colleagues who just started and are off to a strong start. They real-ly care about the city and their neighborhoods. And I’m equally proud of the current councilors and look forward to a productive term working with Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who was unanimously voted in as the new council pres-ident for a two-year term  by his fellow councilors during the City Council’s first meeting of the new year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-topher A. Iannella Chamber. 

The Council’s five new mem-bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy on the Council after Wu was elect-ed mayor, were on hand for their first City Council meeting after being sworn in only hours earlier at City Hall. 
“The new City Councilors 
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EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan Murphy

As the owner of Teddy’s on the Hill , which is set to open before the end of the month in the Bow-doin Street space that was home for more than a century to The Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well aware that he has been entrusted with carrying on the legacy of a fabled Boston institution.
“What we’re looking to accom-plish when we open, first and foremost, is keeping the nostalgia of one of the most iconic spots in the city,” he said.  “And second, what can we do to give it a breath of fresh air for the neighborhood and everyone else?”

Long before the inception of Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a more than 20-year veteran of the restaurant industry who 
most recently co-man-
aged the now-shuttered 
Finn McCool’s in the 
Financial District, was 
already well acquainted 
with The Red Hat, which 
operated at 9 Bowdoin 
St. from 1907 until last 
June, as it was a popular 
destination for restaurant 
workers.

“I’ve been coming 
here for years,” said Nicholson. “Just being in the industry, it was one of the spots we always used to go come to after a game or some-thing, so I had an idea of the what the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for ownership and thought what bet-ter spot to do it in than one of the most iconic bars in Boston? 
“If you’re going to be a bear, you mind as well be a grizzly,” he added.

Working alongside Nicholson at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney Nunheimer, general manager, bev-erage director, and self-described “jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER
This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTONCity Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council 
President Ed Flynn 
looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on 
the Hill set to 
take over old 
Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL 
AND D. MURPHYAbove, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)

undecorating continues this weekend!We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank you to those volunteers who began the process last weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you decorated if possible or the poles near your home. We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 

Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off Undecorating last weekend.
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East Boston Social 
Centers, Inc. is excited to 
announce it has received 
$750,000 over five years 
to support the develop-
ment of comprehensive 
child and family well-be-
ing systems designed as a 
broader approach to pre-
vent child abuse and ne-
glect.  East Boston Social 
Centers is thrilled it was 
one of six organizations 
nationwide chosen to re-
ceive the federal Family 
Support Through Prima-
ry Prevention grant from 
the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Ser-
vices’ Administration for 
Children and Families at 
the Children’s Bureau. 

Every Child Shines will 
ensure every East Boston 
child enters kindergarten 
joyful, thriving and ready 
to learn.  We plan to sup-
port caretakers to increase 
parent’s child develop-
ment skills.  We will use 
a data driven approach to 
our intervention to drive 
best practices in family 
support building on the 
EB Family Engagement 
Network parent partner 

model.  A central focus of 
our work includes cross 
sector community partner-
ships to enhance concrete 
supports for families in 
times of need.  

“Our East Boston 
community have many 
strengths and beauty.  The 
grant to East Boston So-
cial Centers, Inc. is part of 
a vision to build a compre-
hensive, early childhood, 
interconnected ecosystem 
that uses the Protective 
Factors framework to 
build Parental Resilience, 
Social Connections, in-

crease Knowledge of 
Parenting and Child De-
velopment, provide Con-
crete Support in Times of 
Need and build Social and 
Emotional Competence 
in Children,” said Rosie 
M Batista, Every Child 
Shines Director.  “We con-
tinue to be focused on hu-
man centered design with 
the voices of the commu-
nity at the center of our 
work.  We are thrilled to 
bring more resources to 
our community and to 
work very closely with 
our partner agencies to 

disrupt the cycle of pover-
ty and stress that affect our 
families.”

East Boston Social 
Centers, Inc. is a 501 (C) 
(9) multi-service agency, 
founded in 1918, serving 
culturally diverse fami-
lies and individuals of all 
ages in East Boston and 
throughout Greater Bos-
ton.  The programs offered 
by the Social Centers are 
designed to meet people’s 
educational, social, and 
recreational needs and 
to build community and 
strengthen families.  The 

Social Centers seek to 
create a welcoming and 
supportive environment, 
characterized by a spirit 
of goodwill and caring, 
in which members of our 
community are empow-
ered to lead productive and 
fulfilling lives.  “When All 
Give, All Gain”

Learn more at https://
everychildshines.org/

If you would like for in-
formation on Every Child 
Shines, please contact 
Rosie M. Batista at rbatis-
ta@ebsoc.org.

EAST BOSTON SOCIAL CENTERS RECEIVES FEDERAL GRANT

Rosie Batista.

Must be an Eversource Energy customer

QUESTIONS? Contact Erin: 
508-591-0230 or 
erin@RooflessSolar.com
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Save Money on Eversource 
with Community Solar!
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As Seen In…                                                                  
Forbes, National Geographic, The New York Times, 
CBS, Fast Company, Bloomberg, USA Today

VISIT Boston.RooflessSolar.com to subscribe

A sample of some of Jim Zaccaria’s art that catapulted him to be named winner of the international contest. 

Zaccaria //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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