
By John Lynds

An adult male suffered 
life-threatening injuries 
Sunday after being shot 
in the leg on the corner of 
Saratoga and Wordsworth 
Streets. 

The incident occurred 
just before 8:30 pm Sun-
day night when officers 

from East Boston’s Dis-
trict A-7 police station 
responded to a report of 
shots fired at 808 Sarato-
ga St. When police arrived 
they found the adult male 
victim suffering from a 
gunshot wound to his low-
er extremity. 

The victim was stabi-
lized at the scene by EMTs 

and transported to a local 
trauma center for further 
treatment. As of Tuesday 
his injuries were believed 
to be critically life threat-
ening. 

By 9 pm the taped off 
corner where the shooting 
occurred was a beehive 
of activity with Homicide 
Unit detectives, Crime 
Scene Response Unit of-
ficers and officers from 
District A-7.   

Detectives could be 
seen marking shell casing 
and photographing a pool 
of blood that was left by 
the victim before he was 
transported to the hospital. 

Witnesses said a red 
Nissan sedan was seen 
speeding away down Ad-
dison Street and heading 

northbound on Route 1A 
immediately following the 
shooting. 

At this time no further 
information is available. 
Anyone with information 
that could be helpful in this 
investigation is strongly 
encouraged to contact the 
CrimeStoppers Tip Line 
at 1-800-494-TIPS, or text 
the word “TIP” to CRIME 
(27463). Your tip is 100 
percent anonymous.

The scene of violence 
shocked many in the rela-
tively quiet Orient Heights 
Neighborhood with some 
pontificating that the 
streets are becoming more 
dangerous in the neigh-
borhood. 
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By John Lynds

At a State House cere-
mony last Thursday Sen-
ator Lydia Edwards was 
administered the oath of 
office by Gov. Charlie 
Baker in front of a room 
of new colleagues, friends 
and family. 

After taking the oath 
Edwards addressed the 
Massachusetts Senate for 
the first time and promised 
to be a hard worker and 
asked for her colleagues’ 
prayers as she embarks on 
a new journey in public 
service. 

“I can only promise to 
do one thing and that’s to 
be myself and ask that you 
help me, pray for me, feed 
me because I’m a horri-
ble cook, but also, edu-
cate me,” said Edwards “I 
asked for your patience, 
your transparency, your 
honesty. To my colleagues 
on both sides of this in-
credible building, espe-
cially those in the Senate, 
you have in me a hard 
worker. You have some-
one who likes to laugh. 
You have someone who 
wants to get things done. 
I won’t choose perfection 

over progress. I will ask 
that you be totally trans-
parent with me as I will be 
with you. We are going to 
get along and we’re going 
to get a lot of things done. 
This pathway here was not 
easily paved and includes 
losses, it includes wins, it 
includes a lot of different 
things. I’m gonna keep 
fighting but more impor-
tantly I’m ready to go so 
let’s get to work.”

Edwards, who won the 
state special election dem-
ocratic primary in Decem-
ber and then the general 
election earlier this month 

hails from the Upper Pen-
insula of Michigan where 
she was raised by her mil-
itary mom. 

“To my public school 
teachers, my coaches, 
my after school program 
counselor, my babysit-
ter–thank you,” she said. 
“Thank you to all of those 
hands that helped train me 
in the art of social justice 
and service. I also want to 
thank the immigrant com-
munity of Massachusetts. 
So much of my pathway 
here is paved by you, 

Senator Lydia Edwards sworn in by Baker

Above, Senator Lydia Edwards with 
Mayor Michelle Wu and former 
Senators Joseph Boncore, Robert 
Travaglini, Linda Dorcena Forry and 
Anthony Petruccelli. 

Left, Senator Lydia Edwards is 
administered the oath of office by 
Gov. Charlie Baker last Thursday in 
the Mass Senate Chambers. 
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By John Lynds

Standing in Maver-
ick Square last Thursday 
flanked by Senator Lydia 
Edwards and Rep. Adrian 
Madaro, Attorney General 
Maura Healey officially 
announced her candidacy 
for Governor of Massa-
chusetts. 

Healey said she chose 
Eastie for this momen-
tous occasion because the 
neighborhood symbolizes 
the struggles being felt in 
every corner of the Com-
monwealth in the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I love Eastie,” ex-
claimed Healey outside 
Maverick MBTA station. 
“I remember visiting 
the East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 

throughout this pandemic 
and it (Eastie) is a place 
I’ve come to often. It’s 
great to be here with our 
wonderful new State Sen-
ator Lydia Edwards and 
Rep. Adrian Madaro be-
cause (Eastie) is represen-
tative of the communities 
that we need to serve in 
the state. No community 
should be left behind in 
this Commonwealth. We 
can take care of everyone 
(in the state), just like we 
can take care of the folks 
in Eastie. It’s a community 
of pride. It’s a communi-
ty that has been a melting 
pot, which I appreciate, 
and it’s just a wonderful 
place. So I was happy to 
come by and look forward 

AG Maura Healey 
announces bid for 
Governor in Eastie

See HEALEY Page 6

By John Lynds

Last week Rep. Adri-
an Madaro filed two bills 
aimed at relieving traffic 
congestion in East Boston 
and then offered testimony 
to the Joint Committee on 
Transportation in defense 
of his new legislation. 

Madaro said the two 
bills, H3527 - an act rela-
tive to congestion relief in 
Eastie and H3528 - an act 
relative to congestion in 
East Boston, address the 
serious traffic issues that 
have persisted, and will 
continue to exist in Eastie. 

“Drivers seeking to 
commute from the North 
Shore to downtown Bos-
ton, or from the South 
Shore and Boston to Lo-
gan Airport, face one sig-
nificant geographic bar-
rier: the Boston Harbor,” 
said Madaro. “To traverse 
this body of water by car, 

drivers only have a total of 
four lanes in each direction 
to utilize, spread between 
three tunnels: the Sumner 
and Callahan tunnels, and 
the Ted Williams Tunnel. 
To pass through either, 
drivers inevitably end up 
in my community of East 
Boston. Right up until the 
start of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, East Boston was at 
the epicenter of a steadily 
escalating traffic problem. 
Growing commuter traffic 
from the North Shore into 
Boston, coupled with in-
creased vehicular travel to 
and from Logan Airport, 
including a significant rise 
in TNCs,  led to a traf-
fic crisis in East Boston, 
with congestion backing 
up onto residential streets. 
These bills seek to address 
these traffic issues through 
studying the problem and 

Madaro files two bills to
relieve congestion in Eastie

Man seriously injured in Sunday shooting

See MADARO Page 3

Attorney General Maura Healey announced her candidacy 
for Governor of Massachusetts in Maverick Square last 
week. 
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All women over 40 should 
have a mammogram once 
a year. Breast cancer 
found early offers the best 
chance to be cured. Free 
or low cost mammograms 
are available. 
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Mammograms 
Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should 

have a mammogram once a 

year. Breast cancer found 

early offers the best chance 

to be cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

For more information and 

answers to any of your cancer 

questions, contact us any time, 

day or night.
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Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                  PRICE   
95-97 Addison LLC Gadgetzan LLC 95-97 Addison St                $2,050,000
3 Appian Place LLC Hope, David A 3 Appian Pl                   $390,000
Sadeghzadeh, Keivan Majzoubi, Farhad 36 Byron St #B363              $285,000
Vsalazar, Ramon Pablo Tuxbury IRT          68 Byron St                     $725,000
Thoi, Nancy Y          Deangelico, Leonard M    240-1/2 Leyden St           $950,000
Li, Jinlin                 Woohool Holdings LLC 101 London St                 $810,000
Chambre, Laura Crespo Group LLC 333 Maverick St #4        $840,000 
Notaroberto, Rosa Herrick, Louise 10 Orleans St #206        $599,000
Regina-Chong, Yee H      Wilson, Rachel 31 Orleans St #T4           $1,245,000
Hubbard, Charley Ecano Investments LLC 110 Putnam St               $761,000 
Chen, Tony              Arciero, Thomas P       92-94 Saint Andrew Rd      $1,155,000
Corricell, Gabriella R   Robies Brothers LLC 175 Wordsworth St #2        $575,000

However, this could 
not be further from the 
truth according to Eastie’s 
latest crime stats and the 
neighborhood has become 
far safer than it was in the 
1970s and 1980s. 

In fact, an East Boston 
Times and East Boston 
Community News arti-
cle from March 1982 de-
picts an out-of-hand crime 
wave in the neighborhood 
that forced the local busi-
ness community in Mav-
erick Square to beg then 
Gov. Ed King to send in 
the National Guard. 

The emergency meeting 
called by the East Boston 
Chamber of Commerce 
at the time and attended 
by the Boston Police is in 
direct conflict with many 
longtime residents’ ide-
alistic view of how the 
neighborhood ‘used to 
be’. 

The 1982 article quotes 
Boston Police at the meet-
ing who reported there 
were 583 Part One crimes 
in the first two months of 
1982. Part One crimes are 
the most serious crimes 
reported by BPD. Eastie 
was on pace for a total of 
3,498 Part One crimes for 
that year.

When compared to the 

1982 Eastie crime wave, 
current crime in the neigh-
borhood pales in compar-
ison. 

There were 754 Part 
One crimes in Eastie 
throughout all of 2021–

down 20.5 percent from 
the previous year. 

So, over a 12-month 
period in 2021 there were 
only 171 more total Part 
One crimes than in the 
first two months of 1982.

Police detectives process the crime scene after a shooting 
Sunday on Saratoga Street. Photo courtesy of Barbara 
Gambale-Puopolo

By John Lynds

In this day and age so-
cial media is often the 
place where people col-
lect news and share in-
formation but oftentimes 
the news and information 
shared is not based on 
facts or correct informa-
tion. 

By the time facts correct 
the misinformation, rumor 
and innuendo has already 
spread like wildfire. 

One such incident oc-
cured last week when a 
group of misinformed res-
idents took to social media 
to accuse Mayor Michelle 
Wu of ‘killing’ the Piers 
Park Phase III project be-
cause she has informed the 
state that Boston would 
be withdrawing the city’s 
downtown waterfront mu-
nicipal harbor plan. This 
plan will be replaced, ac-
cording to Wu, with a plan 
that more specifically in-
corporates equity and re-
siliency. 

All some residents had 
to hear were the words 
‘harbor’ and ‘withdraw’ 
and jumped to the incor-
rect conclusion that this 
would somehow stop the 
hard work the community 
and the Trustees of Reser-
vations have engaged in 
for the past two years on 
the Piers Park Phase III 
project. These same res-
idents took to Facebook 

to spread a falsehood that 
Wu’s decision would ulti-
mately kill the project and 
asked for others to join the 
fight against Wu’s deci-
sion. 

However, the city’s 
withdrawal from the wa-
terfront municipal harbor 
plan has nothing to do 
with the Massport-owned 
parcel along Eastie water-
front that will be the site of 
the new waterfront park. 

Nick Black, Director of 
the Waterfront Initiative 
for the Trustees, had to set 
the record straight with 
some and reported that the 
project is moving forward 
as scheduled. 

In fact, at a community 
meeting Monday Gabriela 
Ramirez, who has been 
providing regular updates 
for the Trustees to com-
munity groups, reported 
that a community design 
review will be held on 
February 16 at 5:30 via 
zoom (https://onewater-
front.thetrustees.org/pp3). 

“We’re going to share a 
new Piers Park Phase III 
design draft, incorporat-
ing community feedback 
that we gathered through-
out 2021,” said Ramirez. 
“We hope that you’re able 
to join this virtual public 
meeting to weigh in on the 
updated design and con-
tinue voicing your ideas 
and needs for the future 
East Boston waterfront 

park. We’re really inter-
ested in hearing from the 
community about what 
they envision as well as 
any thoughts or feedback 
they want to give us.”

The project, according 
to Black, will go through 
the final pricing and bids 
for the project should be 
sent out this summer with 
a groundbreaking planned 
for 2023. 

This initial Piers Park 
III design was created by 
Michael Van Valkenburgh 
Associates, Inc (MVVA) 
using input from the Jan-
uary 2021 public meetings 
and from an ongoing on-
line community survey. 

MVVA’s rendering fea-
tures tide pools, grassy 
lawns, a picnic grove, kay-
ak launch, natural plant-
ings, and a salt marsh. 

With the first design 
draft now published, 
Ramirez is asking Eastie 
residents and the general 
public for their continued 
comments, suggestions 
and questions. The input 
gathered from recent pub-
lic meetings, as well as 
from an ongoing online 
survey and digital bulletin 
board, will help to inform 
the next draft of the de-
sign. 

The online survey can 
be found at https://one-
waterfront.thetrustees.org/
survey. 

Three years ago, the 

Mayor Wu did not kill the Piers Park Phase III project
Trustees of Reservations 
submitted the only bid 
to Massport’s call for a 
private/public partner to 
come forward and help 
fund the design and con-
struction of Piers Park 
Phase III. 

The dilapidated pier 
is adjacent to Massport’s 
award winning Piers Park 
and the future Piers Park 
Phase II project.

The Trustees of Reser-
vations operate 120 miles 

of protected coastline, 
which includes over 60 
miles of trails, and a bunch 
of beaches and all sorts of 
other natural habitats in 
the state. 

Massport has been 
working with the com-
munity and other stake-
holders over the last two 
to three years to build out 
Piers Park Phase II. It was 
around this time the Trust-
ees of Reservations started 
having conversations with 

Massport about their wa-
terfront initiative. 

The Trustees of Reser-
vations spent a lot of 2019 
working with Massport 
and others to investigate 
the site and understand 
what the conditions were 
so theTrustees of Reser-
vations could start to piece 
together what the possi-
bilities would be for a wa-
terfront park that is active 
and engaging. 

By John Lynds

A motorist got a ride of 
a lifetime on the Chelsea 
Street Bridge last Friday 
but it wasn’t a ride she 
wanted or expected. 

According to Mass-
DOT Communications 
Director Kristen Pennuc-
ci, just after 4 pm Friday 
the Chelsea Street Bridge 
was raised with a car still 
on the bridge’s span. 

“The incident on the 
Chelsea Street Bridge oc-
curred at approximately 
4:15 p.m. on Friday, Jan-
uary 21 and involved one 
passenger vehicle,” said 
Pennucci. “There were no 

injuries, negative impact 
to traffic, and the vehi-
cle drove away from the 
scene.”

The entire incident was 
captured on video by Ran-
dy Andrews who upload-
ed his video to Facebook 
Friday afternoon. The vid-
eo has since been viewed 
hundreds of times on so-
cial media. 

“I’ve never seen any-
thing like this before. I 
pulled up expecting the 
bridge to go up as normal, 
then I saw the car just go-
ing up along with it,” he 
told Boston 7NEWS after 
the incident.

“The bridge operation 

was contracted through a 
private vendor, Cora, and 
upon an internal review it 
was determined that pol-
icies and protocols were 
not followed.  

“This led to Cora ter-
minating two employees,” 
said Pennucci. 

The Chelsea Street 
Bridge is a vertical-lift 
bridge that connects East-
ie and Chelsea over the 
Chelsea Creek. It opened 
to traffic on May 12, 2012, 
after a $125.3 million con-
struction project replaced 
the previous bridge. 

The span is 450 feet 
with a vertical clearance, 
when opened, of 175 feet. 

Two fired for Chelsea Street Bridge mishap 

By John Lynds

Action for Boston 
Community Development 
(ABCD) kicked off the 
annual Fuel Assistance 
Program at the ABCD’s 
APAC office on Meridian 
Street in East Boston in 
November.

ABCD ABCD Presi-
dent/CEO John J. Drew 
is now urging Eastie resi-
dents to apply for fuel aid 
now as federal funding to 
the program has increased. 

Drew said with the new 
round of funding house-
holds at or below the fed-
eral poverty level can now 
receive $1,650 in fuel as-
sistance, while those with 
slightly higher incomes 
receive increased benefits 
on a sliding scale. 

Residents can apply by 
calling ABCD Fuel As-
sistance at 617-357-6012 
or get in-person help with 
applications at ABCD’s 
Eastie APAC office at 21 
Meridian St. 

Drew said due to the 
huge spike in energy costs 
and the ongoing economic 
crisis battering our most 
vulnerable households, 
benefits from the federal 
Low Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) have been 
increased. Last year the 
highest fuel assistance 

benefit was $1,210.
“We are thankful for 

this increase and look 
forward to the allocation 
soon of the significant 
funds committed by Presi-
dent Biden to get everyone 
safely through the winter 
and reduce the number of 
utility shut-offs in April,” 
said ABCD President/
CEO John J. Drew.

Home heating oil in 
Massachusetts is currently 
at $3.43 a gallon and up, 
almost twice the cost last 

year. It costs about $800 to 
fill a tank, and that can run 
out in a matter of weeks 
in bitter New England 
weather. Vulnerable elders 
and others who cannot af-
ford to keep their thermo-
stats at a comfortable level 
put themselves at risk of 
getting sick – or worse.

To keep struggling fam-
ilies and elders from fall-
ing through the cracks, 
help with fuel costs is also 
available to those slightly 
above poverty level.

Eastie Fuel Assistance benefits now at $1,650

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 
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By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-
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     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)
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[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE
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MYSTIC VALLEY 
ELDER SERVICES 
SEEKS DONATIONS 
OF NEW BLANKETS 

With winter upon us 
and plenty of cold weather 
still ahead, Mystic Valley 
Elder Services is seeking 
donations of new blankets, 
all sizes, for its Emergen-
cy Closet.  The Emergen-
cy Closet provides its care 
managers who work with 
low-income older adults 
and people with disabili-
ties a place to access not 
only new blankets but new 
towels, new sheets, toilet-
ries, and large print puzzle 
books for their consumers 
who need them. Having 
these items in the agency 
immediately available can 
make a huge difference in 
someone’s life and they 
depend solely on dona-
tions.

 If you are interested in 
donating blankets to the 
Emergency Closet, please 
contact the Mystic Valley 
Elder Services Develop-
ment office at 781-324-
7705 or development@
mves.org.

MASSACHUSETTS 
REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTION

The 2022 Massachu-
setts Republican Party 
Convention will be held in 
Springfield Saturday, May 
21.  The Boston Ward 1 
Republican Committee 
encourages interested East 
Boston registered (as of 
December 31, 2021) Re-
publicans to advise the 
Committee of their de-
sire to be a delegate at the 
Convention.  

The Committee will se-
lect the East Boston dele-
gates in January and Feb-
ruary from among those 
who express interest.  
Please use one or more of 

the local contacts listed 
below to be considered.  

Don’t just watch the 
convention on the news.  
Experience it yourself!  

Text Vera at 617-909-
5384

E-mail the East Boston 
Republican Committee at 
ebrwc@yahoo.com

Paul Ronukaitus at 
ronukaitus@comcast.net / 
617-846-9331

Joyce M. Kelly at joy-
cemariekelly@gmail.com 
/ 617-697-4002

SUPREME  JUDICIAL 
COURT FURTHER 
PAUSES JURY 
TRIALS 

The Supreme Judicial 
Court (SJC) issued an or-
der extending the current 
pause on all jury trials in 
Massachusetts state court-
houses for an additional 
two weeks, until Febru-
ary 14, 2022. All courts 
otherwise remain open 
for in-person business, 
with a continued empha-
sis on conducting matters 
remotely whenever possi-
ble.

“While we are en-
couraged by the trend in 
COVID-19 cases in the 
Commonwealth, the ad-
ditional two week pause 
on jury trials is necessary 
to protect the health and 
safety of all who enter and 
work in our courthouses,” 
said Supreme Judicial 
Court Chief Justice Kim-
berly Budd. “Assuming 
the number of COVID-19 
cases continues to decline 
as expected, we do not an-
ticipate any further pause 
beyond February 14. As 
throughout the pandem-
ic, however, all plans and 
expectations regarding the 
resumption of jury trials 
may be adjusted at any 
time in the ongoing effort 
to balance the safety of 
court users and personnel 
with the fundamental con-
stitutional right to a trial 
by jury.”     

 Today’s order partially 
amends the existing order 
regarding court opera-
tions during the pandemic, 
which was issued by the 
SJC on July 1, 2021, and 
supersedes a prior amend-
ment issued on December 
31, 2021.

Visit eastietimes.com
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BPDA Income-restricted Home Ownership Opportunity

101 Condo�

101 Condor Street

East Bosto�, MA, 0212�

 Equal Housing Opportunity 

2 Income-Restricted Homeownership Units

# of Units # of bedrooms Price Maximum Income 

Limit (% AMI)

# built out for mobility 
impairments

1 2-Bedroom $240,800 80%

-

1 2-Bedroom* $314,000 80%-100%

1

*One unit built out for persons with mobility impairments

Maximum Income Limits (set by the BPDA + based on household size + AMI)

Household  size 80% AMI 100% AMI

1 $67,700 $84,600

2 $77,350 $�6,650

3 $87,000 $108,750

4 $�6,650 $120,800

5 $104,400 $130,500

6 $112,150 $140,150

Maximum Asset Limits

80% AMI

100% AMI

$75,000

$100,000

Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate

To learn more about eligibility + the BPDA screening requirements, please visit:

http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/faqs#application-lottery-questions

Applications are available during the application period, from January 31, 2022, through 

February 16, 2022.

To request an application online visit:

http://www.101condorlottery.com/

To have a hard copy of the application mailed to your mailing address, please call 617-531-7123 Ext 

713.

After careful consideration and out of an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to 

cancel the in-person application distribution period. If you cannot complete the application 

online, please call us at 617-531-7123 Ext 713 to request that we mail you one and to ask us for any 

guidance you might need to complete the application.

Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than 

Wednesday, February 16, 2022

Mailed to:

Maloney Properties, Inc. 

Attn: 101 Condor Lottery

27 Mica Lane, Wellesley, MA 02481

Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply. 

Preference for Boston Residents. 

Preference for First Time Homebuyers

Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom.

Minimum 3% down payment required

For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable accommodations, 

please call 617-531-7123 Ext 713 or email 101Condor@maloneyproperties.com          
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By John Lynds 

Ten days after Mayor 
Michelle Wu and the city 
implemented the ‘B To-
gether” mandate that re-
quires all employees and 
patrons at indoor venues 
to show proof of vacci-
nation, Eastie’s weekly 
COVID 19 positive test 
rate has dipped for a sec-
ond week in a row. 

The COVID winter 
surge has wreaked havoc 
on the city and affected 
school attendance for both 
staff and students, closed 
local business due to staff 
shortages and put a strain 
on emergency rooms at 
area hospitals. 

Two weeks ago nearly 
4 out of every 10 residents 
tested for the virus last 
week turned out to be pos-
itive but that number has 
dropped. 

Last week, 2,268 East-
ie residents were tested 

for the virus last week 
and 29.2 percent were 
positive--this was a 23 
percent decrease from the 
37.8 percent that tested 
positive as reported by 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC) on 
January 17. The weekly 
positive test rate has now 
decreased 23 percent in 
Eastie since January 10. 

Six hundred sixty two 
additional Eastie resi-
dents contracted the virus 
between January 17 and 
January 24 there are now 
13,452 confirmed cases 
in the neighborhood since 
the start of the pandemic.

The citywide week-
ly positive test rate also 
decreased last week. Ac-
cording to the BPHC 
30,644 residents were 
tested and 24 percent were 
COVID positive--this 
was a 24 percent decrease 
from the 31.6 percent that 
reportedly tested positive 

for the week ending on 
January 17. The weekly 
positive test rate has now 
decreased 25  percent in 
Boston since January 10. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the num-
ber of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
7 percent last week and 
went from 141,491 cases 
to 151,584 confirmed cas-
es in a week. 

However, there were 
34 additional deaths in 
Boston from the virus in 
the past week and the to-
tal COVID deaths is now 
at 1,588.  Deaths, which 
decreased 24 percent two 
weeks ago, increased 79 
percent last week.

Eastie’s weekly COVID positive 
tests decrease for a second week

Senator and Boston 
City Councilor Lydia Ed-
wards submitted her resig-
nation to the Boston City 
Council, effective April 
30.  

Edwards is honoring 
the commitment she made 
during her successful Sen-
ate campaign to gracefully 
exit her council seat if she 
were to become a Senator 
while ensuring a smooth 
transition for residents of 
the council district. 

“Serving on Boston 
City Council has been an 
incredible honor, and I am 
thrilled that the candidates 
who have expressed inter-
est in the District One city 
council seat reflect the 
diversity of the district,” 
said Edwards.

With the filing of Ed-
wards’ resignation letter, 
the City Clerk may file an 
order with the city council 
calling for a special elec-
tion to replace Edwards.
The City Council could 
vote to approve the or-

der as early as February 
2, 2022. The order, if ap-
proved by the council, 
would outline the timing 
for the preliminary and 
final elections in accor-
dance with the Boston 
City Charter. 

State case-law specifies 
that an irrevocable resig-
nation noticed for a future 
date is sufficient to trigger 
a legislative body’s spe-
cial election procedures 
for filling a vacancy.

“As the residents of 
Charlestown, East Boston, 
and the North End contin-
ue to face extreme hous-
ing, development and re-
covery challenges during 
a pandemic, I believe 
the best thing I can do is 
represent them until they 
elect a new city council-
or,” stated Edwards. “This 
process will minimize the 
amount of time the district 
is without representation 
on the council and will 
give voters more of an op-
portunity to hear from the 

candidates about their vi-
sion for the seat.” 

As a City Councilor, 
Edwards led efforts to 
protect and expand Bos-
ton’s affordable housing 
stock, combat discrimina-
tion and further fair hous-
ing, expand paid leave for 
workers, modernize the 
city charter and budgetary 
process through ballot ini-
tiative, and remove state 
restrictions on Boston’s 
inclusionary development 
and linkage policies. 

Edwards joins several 
legislators that have held 
local and state office si-
multaneously, including 
at least two Boston city 
councilors and multiple 
city councilors across the 
Commonwealth, but will 
do so only for this inter-
im period until April 30th. 
During such time, her of-
fice will continue to re-
spond to constituent mat-
ters from parking tickets 
to policy reforms.

Edwards submits council resignation effective April 30

attempting to divert traffic 
from peak hours.”

Madaro said H3528 
would instruct MassDOT 
to conduct a traffic study 
of the Eastie area, includ-
ing Logan Airport, the 
Sumner, Callahan, and 
Williams Tunnels, and 
wider Route 1A corridor 
in consultation with lo-
cal municipalities, agen-
cies, and other stakehold-
ers. MassDOT would be 
tasked with determining 
the root causes of conges-
tion, including increased 
traffic from Logan Air-
port, increased TNC rides, 
increased commuter traf-
fic, and increased vehicles 
from new local residential 
and commercial develop-
ments. This study would 
be directed toward the de-
velopment of recommen-
dations to alleviate traffic 
conditions, including im-
proved and expanded sub-
way, regional commuter 
rail, bus rapid transit, and 
other mobility modes.

“Complementing this 
study, H3527 seeks to 
begin addressing this 
congestion problem con-
cretely by implementing 
a congestion pricing pilot 
for the Sumner, Ted Wil-
liams, and Callahan Tun-
nels,” said Madaro. “This 
legislation would imple-
ment a temporary conges-
tion pricing pilot for these 
tunnels, offering riders 

who commute during off-
peak hours a discount of at 
least 25 percent.”

Madaro said in forming 
this pilot, he opted to pur-
sue discounts for drivers 
traveling during off-peak 
hours, instead of price in-
creases during peak hours, 
to avoid penalizing work-
ers who do not have work 
flexibility in their sched-
ule. 

“We recognize that 
many such commuters are 
working-class individu-
als and that the nature of 
many jobs in fields such 
as the service industry, 
custodial work, construc-
tion, and others, have set 
hours that do not allow 
for changes in commuting 
time,” he said. “With the 
rise of remote and flexible 
in-person work during the 
pandemic, our hope is that 
this will be an attractive 
option to more and more 
workers.”

When the Covid-19 
pandemic hit in March 
2020, Madaro said the rap-
idly growing congestion 
issues Eastie was experi-
encing suddenly came to a 
halt. The pandemic and the 
ensuing lockdown, shift to 
remote work for down-
town office workers, and 
decline in air travel meant 
a decline in the amount of 
congestion Eastie was see-
ing on its streets and major 
highways. 

However, Madaro said 
while this temporary re-
lief has been welcome, in 
spite of the circumstances, 
he knows that it won’t last 
forever.

“Over the past year, 
when a rise in vaccinations 
and drop in COVID cases 
led to commuters gradual-
ly returning to the city and 
travelers to the airport, we 
noted rising traffic levels 
trending back toward con-
gestion as usual,” he said. 
“As unlikely as it may 
seem now, we know that 
this pandemic will one 
day end, and that much of 
this congestion will, with-
out any changes, grad-
ually return to the same 
levels as it did pre-March 
2020. This is why it is im-
portant that we act now, to 
both understand the root 
causes of the congestion 
we experienced, and also 
to study and implement 
the best ways to relieve it, 
through public transit and 
behavioral shifts towards 
off-peak travel.”

In the end Madaro said 
his two bills filed will help 
ensure that as Boston con-
tinues to re-open, com-
muters are returning in a 
way that leaves Eastie’s 
streets safer and less con-
gested than before. 

“I ask that the commit-
tee report these bills out 
favorably,” he said. 
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LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our 

mailing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.  Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to 
editor@eastietimes.com.   

Letters must be signed. We reserve the right 
to edit for length and content.
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    

engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for publication. Items should be 
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RESIDENT NAMED 
TO FALL 2021 
SEMESTER DEAN’S 
LIST AT DEAN 
COLLEGE

Dean College is pleased 
to announce that Patrick 
Aiken Jr of East Boston 
has earned a place on the 
Dean’s List for the Fall 
2021 semester. Students 
named to the Dean’s List 
have demonstrated a seri-
ous commitment to their 
studies while at Dean Col-
lege.

Founded in 1865, Dean 
College is a private, resi-
dential college located in 
Franklin Massachusetts, 
45 minutes from Boston, 
Massachusetts, and Prov-
idence, Rhode Island. 
Dean College offers bac-
calaureate degrees, asso-
ciate degree programs, as 
well as a robust schedule 
of part-time continuing 
and professional educa-
tion credit and certificate 
programs throughout the 
calendar year.

HARKNESS NAMED 
TO PRESIDENT’S 
LIST 

 Emma Harkness was 
named to the Siena Col-
lege President’s List for 

the Fall 2021 Semester. 
Emma is from Lynn.

The President’s List re-
quires a 3.9 grade point 
average or higher.

Founded in 1937, Si-
ena College is a private, 
Catholic Franciscan, res-
idential, liberal arts col-
lege with a student body 
of about 3,000. Siena 
College offers 39 degree 
programs, 80+ minors 
and certificate programs, 
and professional curricu-
la in teacher preparation/
education, pre-medical, 
pre-law and social work. 
A student-to-faculty ratio 
of 11-to-1, average class 
size of 21, rigorous ac-
ademics, Division I ath-
letics, intramural sports 
and widespread service 
and advocacy experienc-
es nurture each student’s 
personal growth while 
providing the education of 
a lifetime.

MIRANDA EARNS 
DEGREE

Fred Miranda of East 
Boston earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Computer 
Networks and Cyberse-
curity from University of 
Maryland Global Campus. 
More than 8,000 students 
from all 50 states, four 

U.S. territories, and 26 
countries earned UMGC 
degrees worldwide in fall 
2021.

Celebrating its 75th an-
niversary, University of 
Maryland Global Cam-
pus is a world leader in 
innovative educational 
models, with award-win-
ning online programs in 
disciplines including bio-
technology, cybersecurity, 
data analytics, and infor-
mation technology that 
are in high demand in to-
day’s increasingly techni-
cal, global workplace.

With an enrollment of 
some 90,000 students, 
UMGC offers open access 
with a global footprint 
and a specific mission-to 
meet the learning needs of 
students whose responsi-
bilities may include jobs, 
family, and military ser-
vice. The university offers 
both undergraduate and 
graduate degree and cer-
tificate programs, as well 
as doctoral programs.

FALL 2021   
DEAN’S LIST

Curry College congrat-
ulates roughly 1,000 stu-
dents who were named to 
the Fall 2021 Dean’s List.

Kayla Elliott of East 

Boston was named to the 
Fall 2021 Dean’s List at 
Curry College.

Christopher Manta of 
East Bostonwas named to 
the Fall 2021 Dean’s List 
at Curry College.

About Curry College
Curry College, found-

ed in Boston in 1879, is 
a private, co-educational, 
liberal arts-based institu-
tion located on 131 acres 
in Milton, Massachusetts. 
The College extends its 
educational programs to 
a continuing education 
branch campus in Plym-
outh. The College offers 
19 undergraduate majors 
in specialized and liberal 
arts programs, as well as 
graduate degrees in ac-
counting, business, educa-
tion, criminal justice, and 
nursing to a combined en-
rollment of nearly 2,500 
students. The student body 
consists of 1,700 tradi-
tional students and nearly 
800 continuing education 
and graduate students. 
The College offers a wide 
array of co-curricular ac-
tivities ranging from 16 
NCAA Division III athlet-
ic teams to an outstanding 
theatre and fine arts pro-
gram. Visit us on the web 
at www.curry.edu.

Guest Op-ed

The 3Gpocalypse is coming — Is your car ready?
By Kane DiMasso-Scott

Just this week I heard 
about something that I’m 
surprised has not received 
more media coverage on 
the national level, as it’s 
extremely important to us 
as consumers. Beginning 
in February and continu-
ing through the end of the 
year, 3G networks are be-
ing shut down by the ma-
jor players in the cellular 
network industry‚ AT&T, 
Verizon, and T-Mobile. 
This poses no problem 
to our use of cell phones, 
however, our automobiles 
are about to get a whole 
lot “dumber.”

Nearly every major 
brand in the auto industry 
has, from 2010 to as late as 
2021, used these 3G net-
works in certain models 
for many of their included 
and on-board features in 
their cars. With the shut-
down of 3G networks, fea-
tures like GPS navigation, 
automatic crash detection, 
SOS emergency features, 
remote locking and un-
locking, and the ability to 
connect with your phones 
(wirelessly), among oth-
ers, will no longer be func-
tional. Some companies 

have already announced 
their plans to address the 
issue, while others still 
have not said much. 

Certain brands will be 
offering free over-the-air 
updates for your vehicle 
to ensure that the features 
continue to work such as 
Subaru, Honda, and GM, 
while others look to re-
quire a hardware upgrade 
at a dealership to re-enable 
your features or disable 
warning messages that 
may arise from the lack of 
connectivity.

The shutdown of 3G 
networks is not something 
that comes as a surprise, 
as it was always an inev-
itability following 4G and 
now 5G rollouts. Howev-
er, what’s embarrassing 
and downright frustrating 
is the fact that some auto-
makers continued to pro-
duce vehicles using this 
same outdated network, 
fully aware of the rami-
fications down the line. I 
commend the aforemen-
tioned companies that are 
pushing out updates for 
their consumers, but oth-
ers who have yet to an-
nounce what their plans 
are is maddening. 

More often the not 

we, as the consumer, will 
spend tens of thousands 
of dollars on a vehicle, 
expecting the features 
included when we pur-
chased the vehicle to al-
ways be available. Now, 
with the shutdown of 3G 
networks, it seems like a 
fair number of vehicles 
will lose those features 
permanently, or will re-
quire additional purchases 
to re-enable or modernize 
these vehicles for 4G.

So not only will some 
consumers lose access 
to features they thought 
they’d have throughout 
their vehicle’s lifetime, 
but others may also have 
to pay additional fees to 
get those features back. 
This shouldn’t be our re-
sponsibility. It’s on the 
automakers and dealers to 
make it right. They con-
tinued to produce vehicles 
on an outdated network 
knowing it would be ob-
solete, but now, the piper 
needs to be paid and some 
of them believe that re-
sponsibility falls on you. 

You can vis-
it https://www.cnbc.
com/2022/01/16/3g-net-
works-shutting-down-in-
2022-could-affect-your-

cars-gps.html or scan the 
QR code below with your 
smartphone to see the cur-
rent list of publicly known 
affected models. AT&T 
will shut down their 3G 
network next month, 
which certain Honda, Nis-
san and Volvo models rely 
on for their features. If this 
is your first-time hearing 
about it as well, I suggest 
you call your dealer, fig-
ure out what, if anything, 
could be done if you have 
an affected model, and 
hope for the best. 

Good luck.

Kane DiMasso-Scott 
is an art director  for the 
Independent Newspaper 
Group. The views ex-
pressed in this Op-Ed do 
not necessarily represent 
the views of the Indepen-
dent Newspaper Group.

SAFE INJECTION SITES 
ARE NEEDED NOW

Among the side-effects of the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic has been the increase in drug-overdose deaths 
in this country.

The death rate from opioids finally had begun to de-
cline in 2019, but then came COVID-19 and the number 
of deaths from drug overdoses began to skyrocket once 
again.

The nation was reporting fewer than 50,000 fatal 
overdoses as recently as 2014, but in 2020, drug over-
dose deaths breached the 100,000 mark.

The chief cause of the surge in deaths is the increase 
in availability of the synthetic opioid fentanyl, which is 
being laced into all sorts of drugs -- from marijuana to 
cocaine to heroin -- by the drug cartels. According to 
some news reports, nearly half of drugs tested by the 
DEA contain a potentially fatal dose of fentanyl.

Fentanyl is up to 50 times more powerful than her-
oin, but is far cheaper to manufacture for drug dealers, 
who use it as a substitute for heroin powder or press it 
into black-market oxycodone pills. Fentanyl is now also 
finding its way into cocaine and party drugs like ecstasy 
and is even sprayed on marijuana. 

It has been reported that fentanyl now has killed far 
more Americans than all U.S. conflicts since World War 
II combined. In the past decade, it has claimed more 
than a half million lives, a toll that is growing daily. 

In view of the combination of the lethality and avail-
ability of fentanyl, now more than ever our nation needs 
to address the tragedy of drug overdose deaths with a 
realistic solution.

Those who think that we can stop the supply of fen-
tanyl are living in a fantasy-world of the 1970s-era mov-
ie The French Connection. Fentanyl is so powerful that 
just a few automobile trunk-loads are enough to kill ev-
ery American citizen.

If old-school heroin were to be compared to conven-
tional weaponry, then fentanyl is a nuclear bomb.

The Massachusetts legislature has before it a number 
of bills that would allow for clean injection sites, sim-
ilar to what New York City and the nation of Portugal 
(where drug overdose rates have been a fraction of the 
rest of the world for 20 years) are doing.

We urge our state legislators to enact this important 
legislation forthwith. Every day of delay means more 
lives lost needlessly to the scourge of drugs.

OMICRON CAN LEAD TO 
LONG COVID

Public health officials have defined so-called long 
COVID as the physical, neurological, and cognitive 
symptoms that can persist indefinitely after infection.

Over the past two years, we’ve all seen the count-
less news stories about the devastating effects of long 
COVID upon those who are unfortunate enough to suf-
fer from it. 

Although the Omicron variant is causing less severe 
disease in those who are fully-vaccinated, the number 
of those infected who suffer from the loss of taste and 
smell, physical fatigue, and brain fog still is quite sig-
nificant.

During this period of a surge in COVID because of 
Omicron’s high transmissibility, it only makes sense 
for all of us to continue to take the usual precautions -- 
wearing a protective face mask (such as an N-95), main-
taining social distancing, and avoiding large crowds -- 
until the Omicron surge begins to wane.

Sure, we can play Russian roulette with our health. 
But with the number of Omicron cases already de-

clining (though still high) in Massachusetts, we figure 
that if we’ve made this far through the worst of the pan-
demic, sticking it out for another two months or so by 
making careful choices only makes sense.
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Edwards // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

paved by your struggle, 
paved by your resilience, 
paved by your fight that I 
was honored to be a part 
of. But I have to say I’ve 
been told consistently no 
matter how far I go in my 
life to not forget where I 
come from.”

Edwards continued and 

addressed her mother, 
Bridgett, “Today I look 
at my mother. You know, 
the reason why I won was 
because of your story. My 
mom, retired Master Ser-
geant Bridget Edwards 
of the United States Air 
Force, raised me and my 
sister Erica all over the 

world. When we landed in 
Michigan, she worked two 
jobs during the week and 
a weekend job. Erica and 
I had jobs and so much of 
that story is replicated in 
the men and women I see 
in my district. So much 
of who you are and your 
struggle is what I saw 

in the nannies and house 
cleaners that I represented. 
Because I saw you in them  
I fight harder because 
you’re in my life. You’re 
an excellent mother. I love 
you so much. Thank you 
so much.”

Winthrop School Commit-
tee member Suzanne Leon-
ard and her husband, Erik. 

Trevor Finlayson and Emma 
Crowley. 

Sen. Lydia Edwards and 
Jessie Purvis. 

Sen. Lydia Edwards greets 
supporters at her swearing 
in watch party at Democracy 
Tavern in Boston. 

Sen. Lydia Edwards and her mom, Bridgett. 

Sen. Lydia Edwards with Tara Healey, Marian Callhan and Elaine Donovan. Sen. Lydia Edwards with Matt Barison, Heather O’Brien and Juan Contreras. 

Supporters watch a live feed of Sen. Lydia Edwards being sworn in at her swearing in 
watch party at Democracy Tavern in Boston. 

Sen. Edwards supporters from Winthrop had front row seats to the swearing in at Democ-
racy Tavern in Boston. 
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The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics’ preliminary job 
estimates indicate Massa-
chusetts gained 20,100 jobs 
in December. This follows 
last month’s revised gain 
of 14,200 jobs. The larg-
est over the month private 
sector job gains were in 
Leisure and Hospitality, 
Trade, Transportation, and 
Utilities, and Educational 
and Health Services. Since 
the employment trough in 
April 2020, Massachusetts 
has gained 537,000 jobs. 

From December 2020 
to December 2021, BLS 
estimates Massachusetts 
gained 222,200 jobs.  The 
largest over the year gains 
occurred in Leisure and 
Hospitality; Professional, 
Scientific, and Business 
Services; and Education 
and Health Services. 

The December unem-
ployment rate of 3.9 percent 
was the same as the national 
rate reported by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics.  

The labor force de-
creased by 41,700 from 
3,732,000 in November, 
as 7,900 more residents 
were employed, and 49,600 
fewer residents were unem-
ployed over the month. 

Over the year, the state’s 
seasonally adjusted unem-

ployment rate was down by 
4.5 percentage points.  

The state’s labor force 
participation rate – the total 
number of residents 16 or 
older who worked or were 
unemployed and actively 
sought work in the last four 
weeks – was down sev-
en-tenths of a percentage 
point at 65.4 percent. Com-
pared to December 2020, 
the labor force participation 
rate is down 1.1 percentage 
points. 

December 2021 Employ-
ment Overview 

Leisure and Hospitali-
ty gained 4,400 (+1.4%) 
jobs over the month. Over 
the year, 65,200 (+25.6%) 
jobs were added. 

Trade, Transportation 
and Utilities gained 3,600 
(+0.6%) over the month. 
Over the year, 19,700 
(+3.6%) jobs were added. 

Education and Health 
Services gained 3,300 
(+0.4%) jobs over the 
month. Over the year, 
36,400 (+4.9%) jobs were 
added. 

Professional and Busi-
ness Services gained 
2,900 (+0.5%) jobs over 
the month. Over the year, 
40,600 (+7.0%) jobs were 
added. 

Construction gained 

2,000 (+1.2%) jobs over 
the month. Over the year, 
10,000 (+6.2%) jobs were 
added. 

Government gained 
1,300 (+0.3%) jobs over 
the month. Over the year, 
23,200 (+5.5%) jobs were 
added. 

Manufacturing gained 
1,100 (+0.5%) jobs over the 
month. Over the year, 9,900 
(+4.3%) jobs were added. 

Other Services gained 
800 (+0.7%) jobs over the 
month. Over the year, 7,900 
(+7.0%) jobs were added. 

Information gained 
700 (+0.7%) jobs over the 
month. Over the year, 7,900 
(+9.2%) jobs were added. 

Financial Activities had 
no change in jobs over the 
month. Over the year, 1,300 
(+0.6%) jobs were added. 

Labor Force Overview 
The December estimates 

show 3,545,200 Massachu-
setts residents were em-
ployed and 145,100 were 
unemployed, for a total 
labor force of 3,690,300. 
The unemployment rate 
was down 1.3 percentage 
points at 3.9 percent. Over 
the month, the December 
labor force was down by 
41,700 from 3,732,000 
in November, with 7,900 
more residents employed 
and 49,600 fewer residents 
unemployed. The labor 
force participation rate, 
the share of working age 
population employed and 
unemployed, was down by 
0.7 percentage point at 65.4 
percent. The labor force 
was down 62,800 from the 
December 2020 estimate of 
3,753,100, as 106,600 more 
residents were employed 
and 169,400 fewer resi-
dents were unemployed. 

The unemployment rate 
is based on a monthly sam-
ple of households. The job 
estimates are derived from 
a monthly sample survey of 
employers. As a result, the 
two statistics may exhibit 
different monthly trends. 
The labor force is the sum 
of the numbers of employed 
residents and those unem-
ployed, that is residents 
not working but actively 
seeking work in the last 
four weeks. Estimates may 
not add up to the total labor 
force due to rounding.

Healey// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

All prescriptions filled 
Most insurances accepted
Home delivery by mail

Now available, three new 
services for both EBNHC 
patients and non-patients 
at our 20 Maverick Square 
pharmacy.

To find out more, visit us, call, 
or check out our website.

617-568-4781
www.ebnhc.org

Save time and get your 
prescriptions delivered!

to some more days on the 
(campaign) trail as we 
move forward.”

Healey has long been 
touted as the successor 
to Gov. Charlie Bak-
er’s governorship and 
emerged as a frontrunner 
for the corner office well 
before Baker announced 
he would not seek a third 
term. Healey’s political 
rise began during her up-
set victory for Attorney 
General over Warren Toll-
man who had former Gov. 
Deval Patrick and former 
Boston Mayor Martin 
Walsh in his corner. 

With over $3.5 million 
in her campaign war chest, 
Healey is poised to be-
come the first Massachu-
setts Attorney General to 
be elected governor since 
James Sullivan pulled off 
the feat in 1807 --although 
many have tried with the 
last being Martha Coak-
ley’s bid against Baker. 

“I think about where we 
are right now as a state,” 
said Healey during her 
press conference in East-
ie. “We have been through 
a lot or people have been 
through a lot. Our busi-
nesses have been through 
a lot. Our children have 
been through a lot, a lot 
of anxiety, a lot of despair, 
some incredible hardship. 
But I have seen over the 
last two years such incred-
ible acts of resilience, of 
caring, of compassion. I 
have long believed, be-
cause I’ve had the privi-
lege of serving as your at-
torney general for the last 
seven years, that the state 
and its people have end-
less capacity to do great 
things. We’re at a hard 
time now. But we’re going 
to get through it and we’re 
going to go on and we’re 
going to build forward in 
ways that we can’t even 
imagine right now. That’s 
what excites me. I want to 
bring to this as your next 
governor a lot of things to 
focus on, a lot of things 

that need attention, espe-
cially getting the economy 
back on track and making 
sure that it works for ev-
eryone across the state. 
But I’m just really excited 
to be here and to be out 
in a community like East 
Boston. It’s about meeting 
the people where they are. 
I’ve always been driven 
by the people and engage-
ment with people.”

Healey said job one for 
her administration would 
be a focus on economic 
growth and job creation. 

“So many people are 
experiencing high cost 
of living, whether it’s in 
health care, housing, even 
transit, gasoline, you name 
it right now, and that’s 
something that we’ve got 
to deal with as a state,” she 
said. “I recognize there’s 
monetary policy that the 
federal government is go-
ing to control but there are 
actually levers and things 
that we can do as a state 
to better address that situ-
ation. But job one will be 
making sure this economy 
is back on track that gets to 
issues of workforce devel-
opment and job training. It 
gets to issues of child care, 
which is fundamental, es-
pecially to getting women 
back to the workforce. So 
there’s a lot of opportuni-
ty and a lot of work ahead 
to continue what’s work-
ing and address what’s 
not working. The general 
governing philosophy is if 
something’s working, then 
let’s keep with it and if it’s 
not working let’s figure 
out what we need to do.’

Healey continued, 
“That’s certainly what 
I’ve tried to do in my time 
holding this office as At-
torney General. I think 
fundamentally the best 
thing that Massachusetts 
has going for it are its peo-
ple and I see so much pos-
sibility and capacity there. 
I think that we’ve got great 
people. I think we’ve got 
great institutions. We’ve 

got some really terrific 
“know how” across the 
state. If you look at some 
of what’s happened just in 
the last few years in near-
by Kendall Square or over 
in the Seaport, the amount 
of money that’s come into 
the state in terms of invest-
ment. I understand that 
people wonder if we’re 
ever going to get through 
this and out of this and I’m 
just here to say we are and 
we will and we will move 
forward in ways that are 
bigger and better than ever 
imagined.”

In the end Healey said 
she believes her record 
will speak for itself when 
it comes time for voters to 
pick a new governor. 

“I think if you look at 
my record it speaks for 
itself in terms of where I 
am on fighting system-
ic racism and inequali-
ty, fighting for access to 
affordable health care, 
recognizing that across 
every sector, whether it’s 
climate, transportation, 
the environment, criminal 
justice,” she said. “We can 
and should apply an equity 
lens to everything that we 
do and bring an intention-
ality and an energy so that 
we are in fact improving 
the lives and well being 
and stakes of everybody 
here in the state, regardless 
of zip code, race, ethnici-
ty, and the like. There are 
so many things happening 
right now and I appreciate 
people’s voices. I appreci-
ate their advocacy. I love 
people, and I love peo-
ple’s enthusiasm and right 
now we’re in a time where 
people are demanding that 
what hasn’t worked in our 
systems be addressed. I 
think with COVID there 
was so much being dis-
mantled, so much being 
disrupted and now we got 
an opportunity to move 
forward in new and differ-
ent ways that are going to 
be better for every single 
person in this state.”

State’s December total unemployment 
rate dropped by 1.3 percentage points

Attorney General and Gubernatorial Candidate Maura Healey with Main Streets Director 
Gladys Oliveros, Sen. Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro. 

Attorney General and Gunatorial Candidate Maura Healey is greeted by Rep. Adrian 
Madaro in Maverick Square. 

Attorney General and Gubernatorial Candidate Maura Healey talks with East Boston resi-
dents during her campaign kick off in Maverick Square. 
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Boston Public Schools 
sports programs re-
turned from a month-long  
Covid-inspired shutdown 
this week, and the rust on 
the skate blades of the East 
Boston Jets was evident as 
they absorbed a 12-1 loss 
to Littleton Saturday at 
Porazzo Rink.   The Jets 
had been idle—with nei-
ther practice nor games—
since their  December 18 
encounter with Lynn Clas-
sical and had practiced 
only briefly before taking 
the ice Saturday for what 
was, in reality, only their 
second game of the sea-
son.  East Boston is sched-
uled to face off against 
Minuteman Tech Satur-
day, January 29 at 4:50 at 
Porazzo Rink.  BOARD BATTLE:  East Boston’s Vinny Almeida fights for a 

loose puck with Littleton’s Ryan Johnson (4).
 SURROUNDED:  Matt Griffin finds himself alone to deal with Littleton’s Ryan Johnson (4), 
Ethan King (14) and Colin Murphy (5).

MAKING THE SAVE:  East Boston goaltendere Jacob Thomas was under siege much of the 
game but here rebuffs a scoring attempt by Littleton’s Sam Dunn.

SOCIAL DISTANCE:  East Boston’s Vinny Almeida defends against Littleton’s Ethan King.

 A LITTLE HELP FROM MY FRIENDS:  East Boston goaltender Jacob Thomas has some assis-
tance from teammates Chris Frazier (8), Keith Splaine (14) and Matt Griffin (6). JET STOP:    East Boston’s Justin Lynch defends against Littleton’s Evan Piekes.

IN THE CHASE:  East Boston’s Matt Griffin chases a puck up 
the sideboards as a Littleton player gives chase.

EAST BOSTON JETS IN HOCKEY ACTION AGAINST LITTLETON

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, JAN. 27 2022 THROUGH WEDNESDAY FEB. 2, 2022

Dececco Pasta ..................................................2/$4.00
Green Giant Vegetables ............................10/$10.00
Quaker Life Cereal ..........................................4/$10.00
Tide Liquid Detergent ...........................................$5.99 
Red Pack Tomatoes 28oz .........................10/$10.00
Progresso Beans .............................................. 4/$5.00
Best Yet Brownie Mix.................................10/$10.00
Best Yet Popcorn ........................................10/$10.00
Kraft Salad Dressing 16oz ...........................2/$4.00
Best Yet Whipped Topping 8oz ................10/$10.00
Mama Rosie's Ravioli ........................................3/$5.00
McCain Fries .....................................................2/$6.00
Hood Cottage Cheese 16oz ...........................2/$4.00
Cracker Barrel Cheese ..................................... 2/$5.00
Best Yet Cream Cheese 8oz .....................10/$10.00

Russer Canadian Maple Ham ....................... $5.99/lb
Margherita Boneless Prosciutto ................$8.99/lb
Alpine Lace Provolone Cheese ......................$6.99/lb
Krestschmar Honey Turkey Breast .............$7.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, January 28th to Sunday January 30th

"while supplies last"

Produce
North Carolina Sweet Golden Yams ............... 79¢/lb
Hot House Slicing Tomatoes ........................$1.79/lb
Pick Your Own Red Potatoes ............................ 99¢/lb
Hot House Hydro Cucumbers ....................... 2/$3.00
Fresh & Sweet Yellow Peppers ..................... $2.99/lb
Fresh & Sweet Orange Peppers ................... $2.99/lb

Bakery

BAKERY

Hersheys or Reeses Filled Muffins 4pk .........$5.99

DELI

Best Yet Roast Beef ...................................$8.99/lb
Land O Lakes Cheese ...................................$5.99/lb

PRODUCE

All Purpose 2lb Onions ............................... 99¢ each
Fresh and Nutritious Bananas .............2lb for $1.00

MEAT

Boneless Center Cut and Blade Pork Roast ..$1.79/lb
Family Pack Chicken Cutlets ......................$4.99/lb

GROCERY

Tropicana Orange Juice 52oz.  ......2/$7.00 limit 4
Celeste Pizza ........................................... 89¢ limit 3
Starnucks K Cups ................................$6.99 limit 3

King's Hawaiian Rolls .......................................2/$7.00
Table Talk 8" Pecan Pie ......................................... $5.99 
Raspberry Burst Cookies 10pk .........................$3.49

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Boneless Pork Chops .....................................$1.99/lb
T Bone & Porter House Steaks ................... $8.99/lb
Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast .............$3.99/lb

Hatfield Bacon 16oz ..........................................$6.49
Hormel Potatoes and Sides ........................ 2/$6.00

Family Pack Specials

CLEARING PASS:  East Boston’s Matt Griffin clears the puck 
from the East Boston end as Littleton’s Ethan Dangel moves 
in.
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For Advertising Rates, 
Call  617-884-2416

To place a 
memoriam in the 
Times Free Press, 

please call 
781-485-0588

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

Mark R. Christopher 
of Plymouth, formerly of 
East Boston, passed away 
on Saturday, January 15 at 
70 years of age. 

Mark was employed by 
the City of Boston - Traffic 
Lighting Division for 40 
years. He was also a mem-
ber of the Orient Heights 
Yacht Club in East Boston 
for over 50 years.

He was the beloved hus-
band of Eileen M. (Goglia) 
Christopher; loving son of 
Alice Christopher and her 
late husband, Gerald; de-
voted father of Mark Jr. , 
Jason and his wife, Aman-
da and Justin and his lov-
ing companion, Naomi, all 
of  Plymouth; dear brother 
of Allyn Christopher and 
David Christopher and his 
wife, Marilyn; cherished 
grandfather of Julian, 
Charlotte, and Violet and 

treasured step-grandfather 
of Noah and Julia. 

Family and friends 
will honor Mark’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, (Ori-
ent Heights) East Boston 
for a memorial visitation 
on Sunday, January 30 
from 12 Noon to 3 p.m. 

To leave an online con-
dolence please visit www.
ruggieromh.com

Miguel Marrero
He Fought a Courageous Battle

Miguel Marrero, for-
merly of East Boston, 
passed away peacefully 
after a brief illness on Fri-
day, January 21 at the age 
of 61. He fought a coura-
geous battle.  

Miguel was a jack of all 
trades and a talented mas-
ter carpenter for over 40 
years.  He will be remem-
bered as a beautiful soul, 
loving husband and devot-
ed father and friend to all.  
His big heart, generosity 
and charismatic personali-
ty will be missed by many. 

Cherished and devoted 
son to Maria Del Carmen 
Vega and the late Johnny 
Marrero.

He was the beloved 
husband of Alessandra 
(Gaeta) Marrero with 
whom he shared 25 years 
of marriage; cherished and 
devoted son to Maria Del 
Carmen Vega; loving fa-
ther to Christina Marrero, 
Michelle Casey, Michael 
Marrero and Nicholas 
Marrero; dear brother to 
Juan Marrero of Brockton 
and Jose Perez of Florida; 
doting nephew to Hermi-
na and the late Benjamin 
Vega; adored son in law 
to Martha Gaeta; dearest 
brother in law to Regina, 
Derek, Gerard, Dante and 
Jessica; loved and admired 
uncle to Stephanie, Gabri-
ella, Isabella and Derek; 
cherished grandfather of 
Ava and Kieran Casey and 
Zoey Marie Marrero. He 
is also lovingly survived 

by many aunts, uncles and 
cousins. 

Miguel’s bigger than 
life personality will never 
be forgotten for those who 
knew and loved him. 

Family and friends will 
honor Miguel’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga St. on Thurs-
day, January 27 from 3 to 
7 p.m. and again on Fri-
day morning at 9:30 a.m. 
before leaving in funeral 
procession to St. Joseph 
- St. Lazarus Church, 59 
Ashley St., East Boston 
for an 11 a.m. Funeral 
Mass in celebration of Mi-
guel’s life. Services will 
conclude with Miguel be-
ing laid to rest at Wood-
lawn Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, please consider 
supporting the goFundMe 
page set up for his son: For 
Nicholas #autismspeaks at 
the following link: https:/
gofund.me/6512a9ed. For 
more information please 
visit www.ruggieromh.
com.

Nicholas Joseph Gaudino
Retired Troubleshooter for Boston Edison 

Nicholas Joseph Gaudi-
no of East Boston, former-
ly of Florida and Maine, 
passed away on January 
20 surrounded by his lov-
ing family. 

A US Air 
Force veteran 
of the Kore-
an Conflict, 
Nick worked 
for the Bos-

ton Edison Company for 
37 years as a trouble-
shooter and was a member 
of the Local Union 387. 
He was also a past mem-
ber of the Winthrop Elks 
and the American Legion 
Post in Florida.  Nick 
enjoyed time spent with 
friends in both Maine and 
Florida. He will be missed 
by all who knew him.

He was the beloved 
husband of Loretta Buda 
of East Boston, loving 
son of the late Joseph 
and Anna (Colagiovan-
ni) Gaudino, dear brother 
of Susanne Ruggiero and 
her late husband, Robert 
and the late Elissa Blak-

ley and her surviving hus-
band, Sylvester, adored 
brother-in law of Kathy 
Giacobbi and her husband, 
Frank and Stephanie Dan-
goia and cherished uncle 
of Anna Louise Ruggiero, 
Robert Ruggiero and his 
wife, Anna Maria, Nich-
olas, Matthew, Danielle 
Dangoia and her wife, 
Kelly, Candice, Nicole, 
Michael  and Brian Dan-
goia. 

In accordance with the 
family’s wishes, all ser-
vices are private. 

To leave an online con-
dolence, visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Catherine Strazzula
Of East Boston

Catherine “Katie” (Ar-
giro) Strazzula of East 
Boston passed away on 
January 19. 

Catherine was 25 year 
resident of  the Victory 
Garden in East Boston 
where she started Bingo.

The beloved wife of 
the late Vincent “Jimmy” 
Strazzula, she was the 
devoted mother of Kathy 
Vitello and her husband, 
Carl of Lynn and Kar-
en Buttiglieri and her 
husband, Jimmy of East 
Boston; cherished grand-
mother of Michael Gae-
tak loving aunt of JoAnn 
Palermo, dear sister of 
Vicki DeLuca and Joseph 
Argiro and the late Teresa 
Palermo, Marion Gingola 
and Jane Torname; adored 
sister in law of Marie 
LoVuolo and John Straz-
zulla and the late Marie 
Strazzulla and Rose Klein. 
She is also survived by 
many loving nieces and 
nephews.  

Family and friends will 
honor Catherine’s life by 
gathering at the Sacred 
Heart Parish, 45 Brooks 
Street, East Boston on Fri-
day, January 28 at 10 a.m. 
Services will conclude 
with Catherine being laid 
to rest at Puritan Lawn 
Cemetery in Peabody.  In 
lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations can be made 
to Boston Senior Home 
Care, 89 South Street 
Suite #501, Boston MA 
02111,  For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
ruggieromh.com. 

Dorothy Merullo
Staple at E. Boston High School Jets games 

and East Boston High School 
Food Service Worker

Dorothy (Kelly) Merul-
lo of East Boston passed 
away on January 19.

Dorothy was the de-
voted wife of Carmine 
J. Merullo for 70 years. 
Together, they raised five 
sons and were lifelong 
residents of E. Boston. 
Dorothy was a proud 
mother, grandmother, and 
member of the communi-
ty. She was a staple at E. 
Boston High School Jets 
games and a familiar face 
in the halls of E. Boston 
High School and as a food 
service worker.  Dorothy 
was happiest spending 
time in Gloucester, sur-
rounded by her family and 
holding a glass of Crown 
Royal. 

The loving daughter of 
the late John L. and Mar-
garet A. (Thornton) Kelly, 
she was the beloved wife 
of the late Carmine J. 
Merullo for 70 years; de-
voted mother of John K. 
and significant other, De-
broh Roberto and, Robert 
M., all of East Boston, 
Leo A. and Michele of 
Peabody, Peter V. and Su-
zanne of Winchester, and 
Michael J. and Susanne 
of Lynnfield; cherished 
grandmother of Christo-
pher Merullo, Sharna Sul-
livan, Shanee Masciulli, 
Katelyn Noble, Alyssa 
Bicchieri, Shaylyn Mer-
ullo, Jaclyn Merullo, Ar-
ianna Merullo, Meaghan 
Merullo, Christina Mer-
ullo, Erica Merullo and 

Lauren Merullo and cher-
ished great-grandmother 
of five great-grandchil-
dren; dear sister of the late 
John, Edward and Ruth 
A. and most beloved aunt 
among countless nieces 
and nephews. 

Family and friends 
honored Dorothy’s life by 
gathering at St. John the 
Evangelist Church, Win-
throp and services con-
cluded with Mrs. Merullo 
being laid to rest with her 
beloved husband Carmine 
at Holy Cross Cemetery 
in Malden.  In lieu of 
flowers, memorial dona-
tions can be made in Dor-
othy’s name to the COPD 
Foundation, 3300 Ponce 
De Leon Blvd, Miami, FL 
33134, 1-866-731-2673 
ext. 387, or email at  do-
nations@copdfoundation.
org. Donations can also 
be made online through 
the foundation’s web-
site: https://www.copd-
foundation.org/Take-Ac-
tion/Donate/Donate-Now.
aspx. For more informa-
tion please visit www.rug-
gieromh.com.

Mark Christopher
Employed by the City of Boston Traffic 

Lighting Division for more than 40 years and 
member of Orient Heights Yacht Club 

for over 50 years

In Loving Memory Of

Maria Mangini
16th Anniversary

January 25, 2006-January 25, 2022

Mom its been 16 years but 
it seems like forever.

We miss your loving smile. May God keep 
you close to His heart as you are to ours.

We love and miss you…
Your Loving Family

Irene, Jerry, Kathy, Sheri & Staci

A nation-wide consum-
er survey confirms what 
legions of loyal custom-
ers already know. Major 
chains can learn a thing or 
two from New England’s 
regional favorite, Market 
Basket which boasts 86 
stores, including Revere 
and Chelsea, with three 
more under construction 
throughout Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, 
Maine, and Rhode Island. 

According to the fifth 
annual Retailer Prefer-
ence Index (RPI), Mas-
sachusetts-based Market 
Basket ranked third, fol-
lowing Amazon, which 
earned the top spot for 
the second consecutive 
year—and H.E.B, a su-
permarket chain head-
quartered in San Antonio, 
Texas, with more than 340 
stores across the U.S. 

The online survey of 
10,000 U.S. households 
was undertaken by dunn-
humby, a British custom-
er data science company. 
Dunnhumby asked re-
spondents to rate grocers 
on a number of key factors 
including service, pricing, 
quality, digital options, 
operations, convenience, 
speed, and rewards pro-
grams.

Widely recognized for 
outstanding customer 
service, competitive pric-
ing, an extensive variety 
of high-quality products, 
and an unparalleled com-
mitment to its employees, 
Market Basket ranked 

above Trader Joe’s, We-
gman’s Target, Walmart, 
Costco, and other top re-
tail brands in the survey 
that examined competitors 
within the U.S. grocery re-
tail sector. 

“We were gratified to 
learn that our valued cus-
tomers placed us in the top 
three supermarkets in the 
country,” said David Mc-
Lean, Operations Manager 
at Market Basket.  “They 
highlighted continued ex-
cellence on price and op-
erations, which is reward-
ing as our team seeks to 
fulfill our commitment to 
our “More for Your Dol-
lar” shopping philosophy.  
The acknowledgement is 
truly a testament to how 
hard our Associates have 
worked and continue to 
work to serve our valued 
customers.”

Market Basket’s slogan 
is “More for Your Dollar” 
and is recognized by Con-
sumer Reports as the top 
supermarket operator in 
the Northeast.  The grocer 
is known for its excellent 
service, quality, value, va-
riety, and store cleanliness. 
As reported in Consum-
ers’ Checkbook, a family 
that spends $200 a week 
on groceries can save 
$1800 annually at Market 
Basket when compared to 
other supermarkets.  Mar-
ket Basket currently op-
erates 86 stores in Massa-
chusetts, New Hampshire, 
Maine, and Rhode Island.

Market Basket in top three U.S. 
grocery retailers, Dunnhumby 
Retailer Preference Index finds
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The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced 
final regulations estab-
lishing rules and proce-
dures requiring permittees 
to notify the public of un-
treated or partially treat-
ed wastewater, including 
discharges caused by 
weather events, into the 
Commonwealth’s surface 
waters. Discharges of this 
nature can have negative 
health impacts and these 
new rules will ensure that 
the public has the most 
up-to-date information on 
water quality.

“Our Administration 
continues to take signif-
icant steps to implement 
these new public notifica-
tion regulations to ensure 
both greater transparency 
and awareness of when 
discharges into local wa-
terbodies occur,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. 
“Importantly, Massachu-
setts residents will now 
know in a timely fashion 
when water quality is im-
pacted and potentially un-
safe to use, providing the 
Commonwealth with an 
important tool to protect 
public health.”

“With aging infra-
structure, discharges of 
untreated and partially 
treated sewage into the 
Commonwealth’s water-
ways continues to be a 
significant challenge for 
many of the state’s cities 
and towns,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Karyn 
Polito. “With these new 
regulations, public aware-
ness will be further raised 
as we work with our local 
partners to address infra-
structure improvements.”

 
Notifications must 

be issued within two 
hours of the discovery 
of the discharge to specif-
ic local, state, and federal 
government agencies, as 
well as to any individ-
ual who has subscribed 
to receive such notifica-

tions. The regulations also 
require notifications to 
be sent to the two larg-
est news organizations 
that report on local news 
in nearby communi-
ties and be published on 
permittees’ websites. Fol-
low-up reporting to Mass-
DEP will be required 
monthly. Permittees with 
combined sewer over-
flows (CSOs) will also be 
required to maintain sig-
nage at public access 
points affected by CSO 
discharges. Furthermore, 
the regulations will also 
require municipal boards 
of health or health de-
partments to issue public 
health warnings and post 
signage under certain cir-
cumstances.

“With the promulgation 
of these regulations, the 
Baker-Polito Administra-
tion is seeking to ensure 
the public will receive 
timely information relat-
ed to pollution entering 
waterbodies,” said Energy 
and Environmental Af-
fairs Secretary Kathleen 
Theoharides. “We appre-
ciate the contributions of 
stakeholders who have 
advocated for the law and 
those who provided valu-
able input for the develop-
ment of the regulations.”

“We are committed to 
protecting and improv-
ing Massachusetts’ water 
quality,” said Commis-
sioner Martin Suuberg of 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP). 
“While we recognize 
there is more work to be 
done to achieve this goal, 
these regulations serve an 
important purpose of in-
forming the public about 
potentially unsafe con-
ditions while we work 
toward eliminating these 
risks for the future.”

MassDEP kicked off 
the regulation develop-
ment process with stake-
holder meetings in April 
2021. The draft regula-
tions went out for public 
comment in early Octo-
ber 2021, with two pub-
lic hearings held in late 
October. The final regula-
tions benefitted from ex-
tensive public comments 
from watershed advocacy 
organizations, municipal 
wastewater officials, and 
municipal health officials. 
For more information 
about the sewer discharge 
regulations, please visit 
MassDEP’s website.

“These regulations are 
the next step to protect 
people from sewage in 

rivers,” said State Senator 
Patricia Jehlen (D-Somer-
ville). “Thanks to all those 
who have supported the 
bill through passage and 
now in providing com-
ments. And thanks to 
MassDEP for listening 
and taking a comprehen-
sive approach to public 
notification. I hope that 
increased awareness will 
encourage investment in 
our water infrastructure so 
we can get rid of sewage 
overflows.”

“I commend MassDEP 
for their collaboration in 
crafting these regulations 
to implement the Legis-
lature’s sewage discharge 
notification law and for 
their diligent work to car-

ry out the Legislature’s 
vision. I am very much 
looking forward to con-
tinuing this close collab-
oration,” said State Rep-
resentative Linda Dean 
Campbell (D-Methuen), 
the lead House sponsor 
of this legislation. “My 
thanks also to the Massa-
chusetts Rivers Alliance 
and the many environ-
mental organizations for 
their continuous advoca-
cy. Communities across 
the Commonwealth will 
be safer and healthier be-
cause of this law and these 
regulations, and we are al-
ready collaborating on the 
next steps to upgrade our 
infrastructure.”

MassDEP’s mission is 

to protect and enhance the 
Commonwealth’s natural 
resources – air, water and 
land – to provide for the 
health, safety and welfare 
of all people, and a clean 
and safe environment for 
future generations. In car-
rying out this mission, 
MassDEP commits to 
address and advance en-
vironmental justice and 
equity for all people of the 
Commonwealth, provide 
meaningful, inclusive 
opportunities for people 
to participate in agency 
decisions that affect their 
lives and ensure a diverse 
workforce that reflects the 
communities served by 
the agency.

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
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Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454
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CLEANING SERVICES
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Dominic 
Petrosino
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Free Estimates
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RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE IN  OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY CALL 781-485-0588 
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KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
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CONTRACTING
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(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling
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Siding - All Types

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING
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FREE ESTIMATES
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IMMEDIATE 

ROOFING
Residential & Commercial
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“

Commercial Flat
& Rubber Roofs 
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

Available at the  Revere Journal OfficeAvailable at the  Revere Journal Office
385 Broadway, Revere (across from Fire Station)

Call ahead for size & we’ll put one aside for you! 781-485-0588

Hats Hats 

ONLY $15
ONLY $15

$$3535
HOODIESHOODIES

Show some local Show some local pride with pride with 

revere revere 
beach beach 

GIFTSGIFTS

Reinstein Bandstand
Reinstein Bandstand

New regulations requiring public notification of sewage discharges into waterbodies
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MBTA staff  presented 
several fare change pro-
posals that aim to improve 
equity by closing gaps in 
existing fare structures for 
Reduced Fare Riders, min-
imize pandemic-related 
revenue implications and 
budget uncertainties while 
increasing ridership where 
possible, and simplify fare 
tariff rules as the MBTA’s 
Fare Transformation Pro-
gram (AFC 2.0) moves 
forward. If approved by 
the full MBTA Board in 
March, these fare chang-
es would go into effect on 
July 1, 2022. The MBTA 
welcomes public comment 
on these proposals.

“We’re excited about our 
upcoming fare proposals 
that prepare for technology 
updates to come as part of 
AFC 2.0, increasing equity 
through improvements to 
LinkPasses, especially for 
our Reduced Fare Riders, 
and making the popular 
mTicket 5-Day FlexPass 
permanent for Commuter 
Rail riders,” said MBTA 

General Manager Steve 
Poftak. “If approved by the 
MBTA’s Board in March, 
these proposals will allow 
the T to continue to best 
meet the needs of riders 
through incremental fare 
improvements that reflect 
how they travel now and in 
the future, while minimiz-
ing revenue implications in 
this time of continued un-
certainty.”

Making Permanent 
5-Day FlexPass on mTick-
et for Commuter Rail:

First introduced as a 
pandemic fare pilot in June 
2020, the 5-Day FlexPass 
available on mTicket for 
the Commuter Rail is a 
bundled fare valid for any 
five days of travel within 
a 30-day period. Good for 
unlimited travel within a 
24-hour period, these five 
passes are available for 
10% off the cost of 10 one-
way trips. An attractive op-
tion for riders whose travel 
patterns have changed due 
to hybrid work schedules 
and the availability of re-

mote-work options, the 
5-Day FlexPass on mTick-
et is proposed to be made 
permanent. If approved, 
the permanent 5-Day Flex-
Pass would go into effect 
on July 1, 2022, or sooner.

Reducing Price of the 
1-Day LinkPass:

In an effort to increase 
ridership by encouraging 
more riders to buy pass-
es and increase equity for 
low-income and minority 
riders who often purchase 
this fare product, MBTA 
staff have proposed to low-
er the cost of the 1-Day 
LinkPass from $12.75 to 
$11. An $11 LinkPass pays 
for itself with five subway 
rides taken in 24 hours. If 
approved, the $11 1-Day 
LinkPass would go into ef-
fect on July 1, 2022.

Expanding Second 
Transfers on Buses, Ex-
press Bus Routes, and/or 
Subway:

Currently, the MBTA 
only allows one transfer 
between Bus and/or Sub-
way with one recent addi-

tion – CharlieCard riders 
may transfer from Bus to 
Subway to Bus. To simpli-
fy complexities in the T’s 
transfer policy, MBTA staff 
have proposed standardiz-
ing the transfer process to 
allow all combinations of 
second transfers involv-
ing Buses, Express Bus 
Routes, and/or Subway, in-
cluding Bus-Bus-Subway, 
Subway-Bus-Bus, and Ex-
press Bus-Express Bus. If 
approved, the second trans-
fers on Subway and Buses 
and transfers between Ex-
press Routes would go into 
effect on July 1, 2022.

Proposed Changes for 
Reduced Fare Riders:

Some riders are eligible 
for reduced fares, includ-
ing people with disabilities 
and Medicare cardholders, 
people 65 and older, some 
middle and high school 
students, and people 18 
– 25 with low income. 
MBTA staff have proposed 
three fare change proposals 
that aim to improve equity 
by closing gaps in existing 
fare structures for Reduced 
Fare Riders:

· Introducing the 7-Day 
LinkPass for Reduced Fare 
Riders:

Aiming to increase eq-
uity by increasing the ben-
efits of purchasing fares 
in bulk for Reduced Fare 
Riders, MBTA staff have 
proposed the introduc-
tion of a 7-Day LinkPass 
for Reduced Fare Rid-
ers, which is not current-
ly available. This 7-Day 
LinkPass for Reduced Fare 
Riders is proposed to be 
available for $10, which 
breaks even after nine sub-
way rides. This product is 
designed to meet the needs 
of individuals who might 
not have enough cash on-
hand to afford a monthly 
pass, but who qualify for 
Reduced Fare programs. 
Reduced Single Ride fares 
for Reduced Fare Riders 
are $1.10 for the subway 
and $0.85 for the bus with 
a Reduced Monthly Link-
Pass available for $30. The 
Full Fare 7-Day LinkPass 
is available for $22.50. If 
approved, the expansion of 
Reduced Fare 7-Day Link-
Pass would go into effect 
on July 1, 2022.

· Introducing Monthly 
Passes for Reduced Fare 
Riders on Commuter Rail, 
Ferry, and Express Bus:

In order to increase eq-

uity by closing gaps in the 
T’s offering of products 
for Reduced Fare Riders, 
MBTA staff have pro-
posed introducing monthly 
passes on Commuter Rail, 
Ferry, and Express Bus for 
Reduced Fare Riders. This 
proposal would offer a full 
set of monthly passes for 
Reduced Fare Riders at 
approximately 50% of the 
full fare pass prices. Cur-
rently, Reduced Fare Rid-
ers have to purchase Singe 
Ride tickets to benefit from 
the Reduced Fare pricing. 
If approved, the expansion 
of Monthly Passes for Re-
duced Fare Riders would 
go into effect on July 1, 
2022.

· Expanding Availabili-
ty of the LinkPass for Re-
duced Fare Riders on Com-
muter Rail Zone 1A and 
Inner Harbor Ferry:

Currently, a LinkPass 
for Reduced Fare Riders 
is only available on Char-
lieCard fare media instead 
of a printed “flash pass” 
CharlieTicket that Com-
muter Rail conductors and 
ferry staff can see to vi-
sually validate a fare. As 
more updates take place as 
part of AFC 2.0, customers 
will be able to use tappable 
tickets as well as Charlie-
Cards to travel on the Com-
muter Rail and Ferries. As 
such, and to increase ac-
cess and equitable pricing 
on Reduced Fare passes, 
MBTA staff have proposed 
making the LinkPass for 
Reduced Fare Riders valid 
for Commuter Rail trav-
el in Zone 1A and on the 
Charlestown Ferry. If ap-
proved, this expansion of 
the LinkPass for Reduced 
Fare Riders would go into 
effect on July 1, 2022.

The public is invited 
to comment on these pro-
posed changes at a virtual 
public meeting to be held 
on Thursday, February 10, 
2022, at 6 PM well as the 
official public hearing to be 
held virtually on Thursday, 
February 17, 2022, at 6 
PM. The public is also wel-
come to submit comments 
online through Thursday, 
March 3, 2022, at mbta.
com/2022FareChanges or 
by email to publicengage-
ment@mbta.com. The 
Title VI analysis will be 
shared with the MBTA’s 
Board and posted to mbta.
com prior to the scheduled 
March 24, 2022, Board 
meeting.
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City Paws

Mindfulness for your dog
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

The next time you’re 
walking without your dog,   
try to notice how con-
nected and aware dogs 
and their guardians are to 
one another. Occasionally 
you’ll see a dog that keeps 
looking up, checking to 
see what the person on the 
other end of the leash is 
doing. That can be a sign 
that some good training 
has taken place. The dog 
and person have learned 
that the first step for any 
change in behavior is for 
both to pay attention. 

What Is Mindfulness?
The website Mindful.

org has defined mind-
fulness as, “... the basic 
human ability to be fully 
present, aware of where 
we are and what we’re 
doing, and not overly re-
active or overwhelmed by 
what’s going on around 
us.”

Dogs may not under-
stand the concept of mind-
fulness but people can and 
should. This is  especially 
true for some portion of 
the time they give to their 
dogs. We call them com-

panion animals. We talk 
about the bond between 
a human and a canine. 
But, we don’t always give 
these pack-oriented ani-
mals enough of our full 
and focused attention.

As you make your 
walking observations, 
notice the people with a 
phone in one hand and a 
leash in the other. Or, even 
worse, the person on the 
phone while their illegal-
ly off-leash dog wanders 
down the sidewalk or in-
teracts with other dogs in 
a legal off-leash recreation 
area.

Of course, we all have 
times when we feel the 
need to muti-task and 
phone addiction is a real 
thing. There are also some 
dog walks that are quick 
trips outside to get the job 
done and get back to work. 

Just How Focused 
Are You?

Now, think back over 
the past week and estimate 
how much time you spent 
really focused on your dog 
in an enjoyable and re-
laxed way. Consider tuck-
ing your phone and ear-

buds away for a dog walk. 
If it’s something your dog 
enjoys, consider a mu-
tual time-out, just sitting 
with your dog and simply 
stroking or massaging her 
in an attentive way. 

Are there other experi-
ences your dog seems to 
enjoy that might be made 
better for both of you if 
you focused on just that 
for a time? For example, 
one part of being outside 
that our Poppy loves is 
sitting on benches and 
watching what’s happen-
ing. We both enjoy doing 
this with her when the 
weather permits.

For many dogs, explor-
ing the scents of the world 
is the best part of any dog 
walk. While a bit of aero-
bic exercise is important 
for both of you, try to al-
low time for your dog to 
enjoy sniffing and explor-
ing. 

While he is doing his 
thing, you can put on your 
“protective person hat” 
and watch for any dangers 
that a busy nose might en-
counter from dropped food 
to nasty critters. Most of 
the time, all you’ll see is 

your dog enjoying himself 
but this task will give you 
a reason to stay engaged.

Make Dog Time a 
Calm Time

Finally, try to make 
your mindful, bonding 
time with your dog a calm 
time for both of you. We 
can all use some relaxation 

and calm in our lives. We 
all have to spend a part of 
our time with our dogs do-
ing chores we don’t love, 
protecting them from 
dangers, and correcting 
unwanted behaviors. It’s 
good to remember why 
we have a dog in our lives 
and consciously make 
some calm time for the 

relationship. Take a few 
deep breaths, relax and en-
joy a half-hour of quality 
time focused on your best 
friend.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

Yes, you might need your phone on a dog walk. However, keeping it in your pocket can 
ensure a more mindful time with your canine companion. (Photo: Istockphoto.com)

MBTA proposes several fare change proposals for riders
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By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

See SUFFOLK Page 8

See HARBOR Page 2

See SUMMER Page 2

See YMCA Page 6

Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced 
plans to file legislation 
next week seeking $200 
million in Chapter 90 
funding to help all 351 
cities and towns in Mas-
sachusetts improve trans-
portation infrastructure 
and address needs within 
their local communities. 
Governor Charlie Baker 
made the announcement at 
the Massachusetts Munic-
ipal Association’s (MMA) 
Annual Meeting.

This funding request 
complements the $31.5 
million increase in un-
restricted local aid that 
will be included in the 
Administration’s Fiscal 
Year 2023 (FY23) budget 
proposal, as announced 
by Lt. Governor Karyn 
Polito at the MMA meet-
ing this past week. Keep-
ing a commitment made 
by the Governor and Lt. 
Governor in 2014, the 

Administration’s budget 
proposals over the course 
of their time in office have 
increased local aid con-
sistent with tax revenue 
growth. The Administra-
tion’s full FY23 budget 
proposal will be released 
in the coming days.

“As former local offi-
cials, Lt. Governor Poli-
to and I pledged to be 
strong partners with cit-
ies and towns throughout 
our administration, and 
with these proposed in-
vestments in our cities 
and towns and local in-
frastructure, we are proud 
to sustain that commit-
ment,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker. “The bud-
get proposals we have 
filed throughout our time 
in office kept our prom-
ise to cities and towns to 
increase local aid funding 
consistent with the growth 
in state tax revenue, and 
we have consistently filed 

for additional Chapter 90 
funds to make critical im-
provements for local roads 
and bridges.”

“Our commitment to 
cities and towns has re-
mained a vital part of 
our Administration’s ap-
proach, and we are proud 
to once again increase 
support for local aid 
through our FY23 budget 
proposal,” said Lt. Gov-
ernor Karyn Polito. “We 
look forward to partnering 
with our legislative col-
leagues to ensure our mu-
nicipalities get the support 
they need to serve their 
residents and improve 
their local infrastructure.”

This $200 million in 
Chapter 90 funding would 
be available to local cities 
and towns for FY23. Af-
ter taking office in 2015, 
Governor Baker quick-
ly directed MassDOT 
to release $100 million 
in Chapter 90 funds that 

had been promised the 
previous year, fulfilling a 
commitment made to cit-
ies and towns. The Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
has released a total of 
$1.56 billion in funding 
through the Chapter 90 
formula, and if approved 
by the Legislature, this 
most recent request would 
bring the total to $1.76 bil-
lion.

“The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration continues to 
focus on supporting cities 
and towns by providing 
critical resources through 
the Chapter 90 program 
and through increases in 
local aid,” said Adminis-
tration and Finance Secre-
tary Michael J. Heffernan. 
“We are proud to once 
again request these im-
portant resources which 
give municipalities the 
tools they need to effec-
tively improve their com-
munities.”

In her remarks to the 
MMA, Lt. Governor 
Karyn Polito also an-
nounced that the Admin-
istration’s FY23 budget 
proposal will include $1.2 
billion for unrestricted 
general government aid 
(UGGA), a $31.5 million 
increase over Fiscal Year 
2022, and equal to a pro-
jected 2.7% increase in tax 
revenue in the FY23 con-
sensus revenue estimate. 
Including the FY23 bud-
get proposal, the Admin-
istration has increased the 
total annual UGGA distri-
bution by $253.9 million 
since taking office. 

“The Chapter 90 fund-
ing program is a lifeline 
for municipalities as they 
manage and maintain their 
roadways and bridges.” 
said Transportation Sec-
retary and CEO Jamey 
Tesler. “Additionally, the 
Baker/Polito Administra-
tion has created and fund-

ed municipal programs 
like the Complete Streets 
Funding Program, Shared 
Streets and Spaces, Mu-
nicipal Small Bridge, 
Municipal Pavement and 
Local Bottleneck Reduc-
tion, which have not only 
provided a generation-
al investment directly to 
communities but helped 
repair and modernize the 
transportation network of 
the Commonwealth.”

Through the Chapter 90 
program, the Massachu-
setts Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) re-
imburses cities and towns 
for costs incurred for eli-
gible transportation proj-
ects. Funding is awarded 
by municipality and is 
predetermined by a for-
mula that includes factors 
such as population, road 
miles, and employment.  

State Treasurer Deborah 
Goldberg’s Office of Eco-
nomic Empowerment and 
Citizens have launched 
registration for their new 
Worth and Wealth Sem-
inars. These free virtual 
trainings will equip Mas-
sachusetts women with 
financial skills and knowl-
edge to build confidence 
in their economic futures. 
Participants can choose 
to enroll in one of the two 
English-speaking sessions 
taking place in Febru-
ary and March, or in the 
Spanish-speaking session 
scheduled in April.

During each session, 
participants will attend a 
kick-off event and four 
subsequent weekly webi-
nars where they will learn 
about salary negotiation 
skills, employment rights, 
investing strategies, and 
many other topics that will 
benefit them in their career 
and personal life. Regis-
tration is open now and 
all Massachusetts women 
are encouraged to sign up. 
The first cohort kicks off 
on January 26th and will 
meet on Wednesdays at 
6pm for the following four 
weeks.

“By providing women 
access to quality financial 
education resources and 
tools, we help level the 
economic playing field 
all across Massachusetts,” 
said State Treasurer Deb-
orah B. Goldberg. “These 
seminars will empower 
participants with the skills 
to overcome barriers and 

to attain the jobs they de-
sire and the pay they de-
serve.” 

The Worth and Wealth 
Seminars are funded by a 
generous grant from Citi-
zens to the Economic Em-
powerment Trust Fund. 
Citizens staff also volun-
teer their time to support 
the program through one-
on-one financial wellness 
checkups for interested 
program attendees, and 
lead regional breakout 
groups to help encourage 
deeper learning of the top-
ics addressed in the ses-
sions. The Office of Eco-
nomic Empowerment also 
created a “Partners Cir-
cle” for Worth & Wealth 
presenters, non-profit 
organizations, and state 
agencies to get involved 
in the events, and spread 
the word to their constit-
uencies.

“We must remain stead-
fast in our efforts to en-
sure that women, who we 
know have been dispro-
portionately impacted by 
the pandemic, are not left 
behind as the Common-
wealth builds back,” said 
Lisa Murray, President, 
Citizens Massachusetts. 
“Financial knowledge is 
a key lever for economic 
mobility, and we’re proud 
to continue our work with 
the Office of Economic 
Empowerment helping 
women build the skills to 
take control of their finan-
cial futures.”

About the Office of 
Economic Empowerment

Treasurer Goldberg 
created the Office of Eco-
nomic Empowerment, 
led by a deputy treasurer, 
with the deliberate goal of 
implementing a range of 
economic empowerment 
initiatives that include 
closing the race and gen-
der wage gap, addressing 
racial equity, increasing 
access to financial educa-
tion, improving college 
affordability, and invest-
ing in STEM careers and 
education.

About Citizens Finan-
cial Group, Inc.

Citizens Financial 
Group, Inc. is one of the 
nation’s oldest and largest 
financial institutions, with 
$187.0 billion in assets as 
of September 30, 2021. 
Headquartered in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, Cit-
izens offers a broad range 
of retail and commercial 
banking products and ser-
vices to individuals, small 
businesses, middle-mar-
ket companies, large cor-
porations and institutions. 
Citizens helps its custom-
ers reach their potential by 
listening to them and by 
understanding their needs 
in order to offer tailored 
advice, ideas and solu-
tions. In Consumer Bank-
ing, Citizens provides an 
integrated experience that 
includes mobile and on-
line banking, a 24/7 cus-
tomer contact center and 
the convenience of ap-
proximately 3,000 ATMs 
and approximately 1,000 
branches in 11 states in the 

New England, Mid-Atlan-
tic and Midwest regions. 
Consumer Banking prod-
ucts and services include 
a full range of banking, 
lending, savings, wealth 
management and small 
business offerings. In 
Commercial Banking, 
Citizens offers a broad 
complement of financial 
products and solutions, in-
cluding lending and leas-
ing, deposit and treasury 
management services, 
foreign exchange, interest 
rate and commodity risk 
management solutions, as 
well as loan syndication, 
corporate finance, merger 
and acquisition, and debt 
and equity capital markets 
capabilities.

More information is 
available at www.citi-
zensbank.com or visit 
us on Twitter, Linke-
dIn or Facebook

 “It is important for 
parents in Massachusetts 
to explore and identify 
the best education op-
tions available to their 
children,” reads a proc-
lamation just issued by 
Gov. Charlie Baker, rec-
ognizing this Jan. 23-29 
as “Massachusetts School 
Choice Week.”

Gov. Baker’s proc-
lamation highlights the 
importance of Massachu-
setts’ diverse educational 
environments, dedicated 
teaching professionals, 
and commitment to con-
tinuously improving the 
quality of K-12 education. 
In issuing the proclama-
tion, Gov. Baker joined 
more than a dozen other 
governors and more than 
300 city and county lead-
ers nationwide who have 
proclaimed School Choice 
Week in their territories. 

For Massachusetts 
School Choice Week, 
community members have 
planned 432 events and 
activities across the state, 

including rallies, discus-
sions, school open houses, 
and more.

These activities aim to 
spread information about 
school types and learning 
opportunities, bringing 
encouragement and infor-
mation as families school 
search. More than half 
of American families are 
considering, or have con-
sidered in the last year, 
choosing a new or differ-
ent school. 

More than 26,000 
events have been inde-
pendently planned for 
the public awareness ef-
fort nationwide, which is 
celebrated by all types of 
schools. 

“Massachusetts has 
many excellent schools 
to celebrate, and families 
are using the opportunity 
this January to look for 
learning opportunities and 
support in finding the best 
fit for them,” said Andrew 
Campanella, president of 
National School Choice 
Week. “We appreciate 

Gov. Baker proclaiming 
the Week and recognizing 
the importance of every 
child having access to ef-
fective options.” 

National School Choice 
Week shines a spotlight 
on effective K-12 educa-
tion options for children. 
As a not-for-profit effort, 
the Week focuses equal-
ly on traditional public, 
charter, magnet, online, 
private, and home educa-
tion options. Every Janu-
ary, participants plan tens 
of thousands of events 
and activities –– such as 
school fairs, open houses, 
and student showcases –– 
to raise awareness about 
school choice across all 
50 states. Year-round, 
National School Choice 
Week develops resources 
and guides to assist fami-
lies searching for schools 
or learning environments 
for their children. The ef-
fort is nonpolitical and 
nonpartisan and does not 
advocate for legislation.

Baker-Polito administration to file for $200 million in Chapter 90 funding

Goldberg and Citizens launch Worth and Wealth Seminars

Baker celebrates educational opportunity, 
proclaims  “Massachusetts School Choice Week”
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Celebrate Catholic
Schools Week 2022

IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION
PARISH  SCHOOL

TRADITION

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
VISIT WWW.ICREVERE.ORG
OR CALL 781-284-0519 127 Winthrop Avenue

Revere, MA 02151

PRIDE EXCELLENCE

A Preschool to Grade 8 Catholic School in Revere

CI Rediscover Excellence! 
69 London St. 

East Boston, MA 02128 
(617) 567-7456 
www.ebccs.org 

 Call to schedule an  
in-person or virtual tour now 

 

Preparing children for  
our changing world. 

From Pre-K through Grade 8 
 

Safe Environment  
Financial Accessibility 
Academic Excellence 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture Caption:  East Boston Central Catholic School is successfully 
conducting in person classes with the Covid Test and Stay program.  So far this 
year, 1500 tests have been administered with only a 2.47% positivity rate.  
Well under the state and city averages.   Student success is of the utmost 
importance. At EBCCS, every student matters. 
 

This year's theme is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.” Catholic schools have a specific purpose to form students to be 
good citizens of the world, love God and neighbor and enrich society with the leaven of the gospel and by example of faith.

As communities of faith, Catholic schools instill in students their destiny to become saints.  Academic excellence is the hallmark of 
Catholic education intentionally directed to the growth of the whole person – mind, body and spirit.  Finally, service is fundamental 
to Catholic education and the core of Catholic discipleship.  Service is intended to help form people who are not only witnesses to 

Catholic social teaching, but also active participants through social learning.

Special to the Journal

Catholic Schools Week 
is a national celebration of 
Catholic education and an 
opportunity to recognize 
the importance, the val-
ue, and the contributions 
of Catholic education to 
the Church and the world. 
Catholic Schools Week is 
sponsored by the National 
Catholic Educational As-
sociation (NCEA). 

An annual tradition that 
began in 1974, Catholic 
schools across the nation 
commemorate Catholic 
Schools Week with cel-
ebrations, Masses, open 
houses, and activities for 
students, families, pa-
rishioners, and commu-
nity members. Catholic 
Schools Week events 
showcase and celebrate 
the rich traditions and the 
incredible value of Cath-
olic education on both a 
local and national level.

Each year, Catholic 
Schools Week is celebrat-
ed during the last week of 
January. This year, Catho-
lic Schools Week will be 
celebrated from January 

30th through February 
5th.

Catholic Schools and 
the Students They Serve

According to NCEA, 
there are more than 6,000 
Catholic schools nation-
wide. These schools—
serving elementary, mid-
dle, and secondary school 
students—are located 
across all regions, giving 
many families the oppor-
tunity for accessible Cath-
olic education.

The Benefits of  
Catholic Schools

• The integration of 
faith with academic sub-
jects, culture, and every-
day life

• The emphasis of living 
out the faith as missionary 
disciples

• Catholic virtues and 
values and Catholic Social 
Teaching, which contrib-
ute to productive citizen-
ship and responsible lead-
ership

• An environment that 
encourages and nurtures 
prayer and is safe, wel-
coming, and supportive 

for children
• A favorable student to 

teacher ratio
• High graduation and 

college attendance rates
• Teacher commitment
For further reading and 

in addition to these ben-
efits, explore NCEA’s A 
Dozen Reasons to Choose 
Catholic Schools Info 
Graphic.

Celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week 

Throughout Catholic 
Schools Week, schools, 
parishes, and dioceses 
schedule activities and 
events to provide oppor-
tunities for celebration 
and engagement with stu-
dents and families related 
to the annual theme. Pa-
rishioners and community 
members are also often 
invited to participate in 
some events. Events invite 
participants to reflect on 
the value and importance 
that Catholic education to 
the school and commu-
nity, the Church, and the 
world.

Many Catholic schools 
also host an open house 

to start or during Cath-
olic Schools Week. An 
open house is an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the 
mission of the Catholic 
school, welcome visitors 
and newcomers, and per-
haps showcase original 
student artwork inspired 
by the 2022 theme. Fam-
ilies, visitors, and special 
guests can see firsthand 
the benefits of students 
learning, playing, praying 
and living out their faith 
and school.

Each year, Catholic 
Schools Week has a theme. 
The theme for this year’s 
Catholic Schools Week is 
Catholic Schools: Faith. 
Excellence. Service.

Each day of Catholic 
Schools Week focuses on 

a particular celebration. 
Within the overarching 
theme for the week are the 
following daily themes:

Sunday: Celebrating 
your parish

Monday: Celebrating 
your community

Tuesday: Celebrating 
your students

Wednesday: Celebrat-
ing the nation

Thursday: Celebrating 
vocations

Friday: Celebrating fac-
ulty, staff, and volunteers

Saturday: Celebrating 
families

Celebrating Your 
Parish on Sunday

On the opening day of 
Catholic Schools Week, 
many parishes devote a 

Mass to Catholic educa-
tion. These celebrations 
show the connection be-
tween Catholic schools 
and parishes, on both a 
local and national level, 
and reflect the support and 
guidance parishes provide.

Families and catechists 
can prepare children and 
students for this Mass by 
reflecting with them on 
the support they witness 
through the assembly of 
school, Church and com-
munity. Students can be 
reminded that Catholic 
school students, families, 
and supporters are gath-
erings all over the country 
as they beginning Catholic 
Schools Week at Mass in 
their own parishes.

What is Catholic Schools Week?

a dozen reasons
to choose Catholic Schools

1

We offer an 
education that 
combines Catholic 
faith and teachings 
with academic 
excellence.

2

We partner with 
parents in the 
faith formation of 
their children.

3
4

5

We set high 
standards 
for student 
achievement 
and help them 
succeed.

We provide 
a balanced 
academic 
curriculum that 
integrates faith, 
culture and life.

We use technology 
effectively 
to enhance 
education.

67
8

9

We instill in 
students the 
value of service 
to others.

We teach 
children respect 
of self and 
others.

We emphasize 
moral development 
and self-discipline.

We prepare 
students to 
be productive 
citizens and 
future leaders.

10
11

12
We have a 
99 percent 
high school 
graduation 
rate. 85 percent 
of our graduates 
go to college.

We cultivate a 
faculty and staff 
of people who are 
dedicated, caring 
and effective.

We provide 
a safe and 
welcoming 
environment 
for all.

THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION

NCEA.org/csw
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