
 By John Lynds

At a recent community 
meeting, the Trustees of 
Reservations unveiled a 
landscape architect firm’s 
first draft of the future 
Piers Park III park design. 

This initial design was 
created by Michael Van 
Valkenburgh Associates, 
Inc (MVVA) using input 
from the January public 
meetings and from an on-
going online community 
survey. 

MVVA’s rendering fea-
tures tide pools, grassy 
lawns, a picnic grove, kay-
ak launch, natural plant-
ings, and a salt marsh. 

With the first design 
draft now published, 
Managing Director of the 
Boston Waterfront Initia-
tive for the Trustees, Nick 
Black is asking Eastie 
residents and the general 
public for their continued 
comments, suggestions 

and questions. The input 
gathered from recent pub-
lic meetings, as well as 
from an ongoing online 
survey and digital bulletin 
board, will help to inform 
the next draft of the de-
sign. 

The online survey can 
be found at https://one-
waterfront.thetrustees.org/
survey. 

“Right now we want to 
know what would attract 
you to this future water-
front park, what features 
of this first design do you 
like, and what’s still miss-
ing?” said Black. “From 
the start our goal has been 
to create a park for, and 
with, the community so 
it’s critical to hear differ-
ent voices and incorporate 
public feedback into these 
designs. We expect this 
design process to contin-
ue throughout 2021, as we 
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By John Lynds

For the past eight years, 
Shawn Cooney of Corner 
Stalk Farms has been qui-
etly growing fresh green-
leaf vegetables inside old 
shipping containers that 
have been repurposed to 
grow year round crops 
down on Condor Street 
along Chelsea Creek.

At last week’s Eagle 
Hill Civic Association 
meeting Cooney said he’s 
revisiting his plan to begin 
growing cannabis here in 
East Boston and will be 
seeking a grow license 
from the state. 

“Currently we at Cor-
ner Stalk Farm produce 
lettuce and herbs for sale 
and in 2018 we got our 
hemp license from the US 
Department of Agricul-
ture for the cultivation and 

manufacturing of hemp 
products on the same 
space under Cloud Farm-
ing Llc.,” said Cooney at 
the meeting. “We’ve been 
growing (hemp) in this 
space since 2018 with no 
security problems. We’re 
modular so we can isolate 
our hemp production, and 
future cannabis produc-
tion, from our lettuce and 
greens production.”

However, part of ur-
ban farming is making 
the business sustainable 
for the long term. With 
medicinal and recreation-
al marijuana dispensaries 
open for business Cooney 
is looking toward canna-
bis as a much-needed cash 
crop to keep Corner Stalk 
going.

“If we get a cannabis li-

MBTA bus driver 
charged with 
sexual assault 
and kidnapping 

By John Lynds

A MBTA bus driver that 
was working the route be-
tween Orient Heights 
MBTA Station in East 
Boston and Winthrop has 
been arrested and arrag-
ined   on charges of kid-
napping, assault to rape, 
and indecent assault and 
battery. 

Ali Ennab, 45, of Re-
vere, is accused of al-
legedly attacking a woman 
after she boarded the #713 
MBTA bus from Orient 
Heights to Winthrop on 
the evening of April 24. 
The alleged assault oc-
curred and was captured 
by the surveillance system 
on board.

Ennab was arraigned 
in East Boston Municipal 
Court and John E. Mc-
Donald, Jr. set Ennab’s 
bail at $10,000 cash. En-
nab was ordered to sur-
render his passport, stay 
away from the victim, not 
work as a bus driver or 
any transportation compa-
ny for hire, and submit to 
GPS tracking.  The Com-
monwealth also filed a 
motion to revoke bail on 
an assault and battery case 
out of Malden, which was 
allowed. 

According to District 
Attorney Rachael Rollins 
the victim boarded the bus 
at Orient Heights and was 
heading to Winthrop just 
before 7:30 p.m. on April 
24 but had missed her stop 
and was the only remain-
ing person on the bus. 

The woman, who does 
not speak English, was 
talking on her phone and 
missed her stop and then 
used a translator app to ask 
the driver to take her back 
to Orient Heights. The bus 
driver began speaking to 
her and identified himself 
as Ali, but he did not re-
turn to Orient Heights. In-
stead, he stopped the bus 
at a stop near the beach 
in Winthrop, and the vic-
tim began to feel nervous 
because she was the only 
passenger.

According to the DA’s 
office Ennab then shut 
the bus off, got up and sat 
next to the victim and put 
his arm around her. 

“He then pulled her 
closer to him and kissed 
her cheek,” according to 
the DA’s office. “The de-

By John Lynds

If the past is prologue, 
residents in East Boston 
are preparing themselves 
for another traffic night-
mare in 2023. 

At back to back infor-
mational meetings last 
week, MassDOT an-
nounced it will close the 
Sumner Tunnel for a full 
four months during the 
summer of 2023 to com-
plete its ‘Sumner Tunnel 
Centennial’ project. 

At last week’s meetings 
on Tuesday and Thurs-
day, MassDOT’s Steve 
McLaughlin said the proj-
ect, which will kick off in 
2021/2022 with prep and 
advance work, will have 
significant impacts on the 
neighborhood. 

While the project calls 
for weekend closures 
during the first phase of 
the project that will last 
through spring 2023, it’s 
MassDOT’s plan to fully 

close the tunnel for four 
months beginning in sum-
mer 20023 that has resi-
dents on edge. 

Prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic Eastie residents 
dealt with daily gridlock in 
the neighborhood caused 
by what many residents 
felt was an ill conceived 
reconfiguration of the 
Sumner Tunnel toll plaza. 

Almost every day resi-
dents spent close to an hour 
trying to commute out of 
Eastie into downtown with 
nearly every main thor-
oughfare jam packed with 
motorists from the North 
Shore trying to avoid 
Route 1A traffic.

Months after the recon-
figuration MassDOT of-
ficials admitted they used 
outdated traffic projections 
that predicted traffic going 
into the tunnel would grow 
by only a half percent each 
year. Going on those pro-
jections traffic into the 
Sumner should have only 

grown by 2.5 percent from 
2013 to 2018. However, 
MassDOT said that traffic 
exploded and there was 
a whopping 47 percent 
increase in tunnel traffic 
since 2013. That was near-
ly 45 percent more than 
MassDOT predicted over 
the same time period.

With the massive fail-
ure to foresee the traffic 
the plaza reconfiguration 
would cause, many Eastie 
residents have little confi-
dence in MassDOT’s plans 
for a full closure of the 
tunnel from May through 
September 2023. 

At the Thursday night 
meeting McLaughlin con-
ceded that traffic was way 
down due to the pandemic 
but during 2019 there were 
39,000 vehicles using the 
Sumner each day or near-
ly 200,000 trips during the 
work week. 

McLaughlin said that 

Eastie’s Corner Stalk Farm 
seeking cannabis grow license

First design of future
Piers Park III released

MassDOT to close Sumner Tunnel 
for four months in summer 2023

By John Lynds

After seven months in 
dry dock while undergo-
ing extensive restorations 
and maintenance the 
Nantucket Lightship, has 
returned to its home port 
along East Boston’s Wa-
terfront near Piers Park. 

Since 2009, Eastie has 
played host to this na-
tional treasure and now 
the giant red lightship is 
docked back on Marginal 
Street at the Boston Har-

bor Shipyard and Marina 
after months of work. 

“For the second time 
since 2011-12, LV-112 
was re-launched from 
the historic Fitzgerald 
Shipyard in Chelsea af-
ter slightly more than 
seven months of a major 
and comprehensive $1.4 
million structural res-
toration,” said leader of 
the ship’s museum, the 
U.S. Lightship Museum 
(USLM), Robert Man-
nino, Jr. “Mostly imple-

mented inside the bow 
section, the restoration in-
cluded rebuilding the an-
chor manger, the forward 
port and starboard ballast 
tanks, bulkheads, hull 
frames, lower forward 
floor frames, and various 
other structural sections 
throughout the ship in-
cluding the mooring cap-
stan on the bow weather 
deck. Also, more than a 
dozen sea-valves from the 

Nantucket Lightship returns home 
after seven months in dry dock

See MBTA Page 2

See FARM Page 6

Corner Stalk specializes in using Controlled Environment 
Agriculture (CEA). Inside the shipping containers, cannabis 
will be grown with hydroponics, a soil-less growing meth-
od that allows the cultivation of plants using recirculated 
water with optimum nutrient inputs.  See TUNNEL Page 2

The historic Nantucket Lightship , also known as Lightship No. 112 or simply LV-112 
returned to its home berth in Eastie down near Piers Park at the Boston Harbor Shipyard 
and Marina. 

See LIGHTSHIP Page 3

Happy 
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See page 5 for 

Mother’s Day 

Drawings
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as more people return to 
work, school and travel-
ing the numbers will tick 
up once again and the four 
month closure will pose 
significant impacts. 

MassDOT plans to re-
route Eastie, North Shore 
and Logan Airport traffic 
through the Ted Williams 
Tunnel during the closure. 

At last week’s meeting 
one resident asked how 
MassDOT would ensure 
traffic is kept off neighbor-
hood streets. 

McLaughlin said Mass-
DOT would only put de-
tour signage on major 
routes but admitted that 
motorists using mapping 
apps like WAZE may 
prove to be a problem. 

“We will be signing the 
main major routes, we’re 
not signing anything on 
any other routes,” said 
McLaughlin. “We will 
have real time monitoring 
so we’ll know what the 
volumes are so that we 
can adjust the timing as 
much as we’re able to to 
do so that people don’t go 
on to local streets.   We’re 

informing all of the map-
ping companies that these 
are the detours. However, 
we cannot dictate to them 
where they send people 
unfortunately.”

Mapping apps like 
WAZE, were cited by 
MassDOT as an unfore-
seen problem when the 
plaza was reconfigured. 
These apps help motorists 
avoid traffic and provide 
shortcuts to a commuters 
final destination. In the 
case of the traffic caused 
by the toll plaza project, 
these apps redirected many 
North Shore commuters 
off Route 1A and onto 
neighborhood streets add-
ing to the unbearable traf-
fic each morning in Eastie. 

Now with MassDOT 
planning to close the tunnel 
for four months at a time 
when traffic should return 
to normal levels post-pan-
demic, residents are ner-
vous that North Shore 
commuters will be getting 
off the highway well be-
fore the Ted Williams Tun-
nel and cut through Revere 
and the Eastie. Residents 
fear Bennington and Sara-
toga Streets will be used 
more heavily as a way to 
avoid highway traffic into 
the Ted Williams through-
out the closure. 

The proposed project 
consists of resurfacing the 
tunnel roadway including 
pavement and lane mark-
ings; rehabilitating the 
overhead arch and ceiling, 
including deteriorating 
suspended ceiling sup-
ports; restoring the historic 
portal facades and address-
ing the functional system 
deficiencies of the Sumner 
Tunnel. Once the project 
has been completed, the 

Sumner Tunnel will meet 
modern fire and life safe-
ty codes with fireproofing, 
fire standpipe, fire alarm 
and CCTV upgrades. The 
tunnel will feature new 
LED lighting and security 
systems; new utility con-
duits and cables under the 
roadway deck which will 
improve cell phone, GPS, 
and radio service inside 
the tunnel.

McLaughlin said the ad-
vantages of weekend and 
the subsequent full closure 
would minimizes safety 
risks to tunnel workers  
and motorists; accelerates 
project completion; mini-
mizes duration of disrup-
tion to local communities, 
businesses and road users; 
provides consistent de-
tours and diversions for 
the traveling public; min-
imizes temperature and 
weather delays; and allows 
for high quality of work. 

“We have a tunnel that 
is about 100 years old 
and we’re not replacing 
the tunnel, we’re rehabil-
itating the tunnel so that 
we can get another many 
decades out of it,” said 
McLaughlin. “And to do 
this it requires some shut-
downs. There will be pain 
but that’s the nature of 
living in an urban environ-
ment like this. These are 
the types of things that we 
have to go through. But we 
think our solution is sensi-
ble and smart and safe in 
the long term.”

The next meeting will 
be a virtual design public 
hearing on Wednesday, 
May 19 at 6 p.m. 

For more info and up-
dates visit https://www.
mass.gov/sumner-tun-
nel-restoration-project. 

Tunnel //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Piers Park //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
Pursuant to G. L. c. 30A, §18-20  

The East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Incorporated 

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, May 18, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. a public MEETING of the 
East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc., (aka PIERPAC) will be held via remote 
participation in light of the ongoing State of Emergency declared in connection with the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

  A web link and Details on how to participate remotely shall be provided on the 
organization’s website (in both English and Spanish) www.ebpierpac.org on or before May 14, 
2021 at which time you may register to participate 
      
It is the intention of the Committee to discuss in open meeting the following matter(s): 

REGULAR MEETING 
a. 6:30 pm - Attendance 
b. 6:45 pm -Approval of Minutes April 18, 2021 

New Business  
a. 7:00 pm – Update from Massport regarding Security and 

Maintenance Semi Annual Review (public comment to 
follow) 

b. 7:20 pm - Subcommittee Updates for Membership and 
Operation Security and Maintenance   

c. 7:40 pm - Treasurer’s Report (Month Ending April 30)  
Old Business 

a. 7:45 pm - Update - Amendment to Operations, Security and 
Maintenance (OSM) Agreement (continued discussion)   

b. 7:55 pm - Update - Massport annual financial commitment (continued 
discussion)   

c. 8:00 pm – Anticipated adjournment 

At the conclusion of its regular business meeting and prior to adjournment, the Board, upon a 
motion duly made and seconded, the Board may hold an Executive Session pursuant to G. L. 
30A.s.21 upon the conclusion of which, the Board will not resume its public meeting. 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE INVITED  
AND WELCOMED TO ATTEND 

A copy of this notice has also been posted on the organization’s website at: 
www.EBPierPAC.org 

and has also been placed on file with the Regulations Division of the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth by mailing same via first class mail at least 5 days prior to the scheduled date of 
the meeting. 

———————————————————— 
East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc. 
By: Louise Montanino, President

@bostonplansbostonplans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Thursday, May 20 
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

PLAN: East Boston Workshop

Virtual Community Workshop

Event Description
In collaboration with the City of Boston, the Boston Planning & Development Agency 
(BPDA) has prepared draft recommendations for Maverick Square, Day Square, Orient 
Heights Square, Suffolk Downs Square, and the connections between them. A document 
summarizing these draft recommendations will be made available in advance of the 
event on the PLAN: East Boston website bit.ly/PlanEastBoston. The document will be 
available in English and Spanish.

The first part of the workshop will orient attendees to the document and online 
feedback tool. The second part will focus on draft recommendations prepared for Day 
Square. Comments on draft recommendations can be submitted at this event, through 
the online engagement tool, or at follow up events. Future workshops will include draft 
recommendations for Neighborhood Residential Areas, and Waterfront and Evolving 
Industrial Areas Simultaneous English and Spanish interpretation will be provided. 
Please register for the event at bit.ly/PLANEBMay20

Contact:
Kristina Ricco
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor Boston, MA 02201
617.918.4238 | kristina.ricco@boston.gov

Register on Zoom 
bit.ly/PLANEBMay20

move into gathering ideas 
and presenting options for 
park activities and pro-
gramming.”

Black said that poll 
questions and a Q&A ses-
sion generated lively dis-
cussion during the recent 
public meetings where the 
first design was released. 
Participants asked ques-
tions ranging from the 
climate resilience of the 
future park to the size and 
height of the landscape, 
and whether a ferry stop 
might be an option.

Black said feedback 
on the first design will 
continue to be gathered 
throughout the spring and 
early summer, with ad-
ditional public meeting 
dates being announced in 
the coming weeks. 

“We hope to hear from 
a wide selection of people 
interested in this park,” 
added Black. “We want 
this to be a gathering place 
for families, and a favorite 
space for Bostonians—a 
world-class destination on 
our beautiful harbor and a 
real community resource 
for the neighborhoods be-
hind it.”

Two years ago, the 
Trustees of Reservations 
submitted the only bid 
to Massport’s call for a 
private/public partner to 
come forward and help 
fund the design and con-

struction of Piers Park 
Phase III. 

The dilapidated pier 
is adjacent to Massport’s 
award winning Piers Park 
and the future Piers Park 
Phase II project.

The Trustees of Res-
ervations operate 120 
miles of protected coast-
line, which includes over 
60 miles of trails, and a 
bunch of beaches and all 
sorts of other natural habi-
tats in the state. 

Massport has been 
working with the com-
munity and other stake-
holders over the last two 
to three years to build out 
Piers Park Phase II. It was 
around this time the Trust-
ees of Reservations  start-
ed having conversations 
with Massport about their 
waterfront initiative. 

The Trustees of Reser-
vations spent a lot of 2019 
working with Massport 
and others to investigate 
the site and understand 
what the conditions were 
so theTrustees of Reserva-
tions could start to piece 
together what the possi-
bilities would be for a wa-
terfront park that is active 
and engaging. 

At a community meet-
ing last week, Gabriela 
Ramirez introduced her-
self as the new Piers Park 
III Community Outreach 
Coordinator. Like Black, 

Ramirez encouraged res-
idents to take the project 
survey. 

“We are using the sur-
vey for community input 
and we’re still interested 
in gathering the commu-
nity’s thoughts, feedback 
and question (on the first 
design),” said Ramirez. “ 
If you have not respond-
ed, please do so and, if 
you can, share the sur-
vey with your friends and 
your neighbors. We want 
to make sure that the de-
signer has as much of 
the community’s input as 
possible. This will be our 
park and the Trustees re-
ally want to see what the 
community wants.”

Ramirez also reported 
that the Trustees will be 
hiring 12 high school-
aged youth for their Bos-
ton Waterfront Ambassa-
dors Summer Program. 

“It’s a seven week paid 
job for youth ages 15 to 
18,” said Ramirez. “The 
program runs from July 
to August and will be 
both virtual and in person. 
These Ambassadors will 
learn about the waterfront 
in East Boston and across 
the city and they’re go-
ing to be working on the 
Piers Park III project and 
engaging with the com-
munity.”

MBTA //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fendant told the woman he 
could get her a green card. 
She responded that she 
has a husband and doesn’t 
need a green card, then 
again asked him to open 
the doors because she 
wanted to get off the bus. 
He asked for her number 
and she called her phone 
from his phone so that his 
number would be there in 
case something happened 
to her. He then began eat-
ing his dinner and refused 
to open the doors to let her 
off the bus.”

According to the DA’s 
office, after eating, Ennab 
started the bus and the 
victim started walking to-
ward the doors but Ennab 
turned the bus off again. 

“She asked him to open 
the door and he lunged 
at her, ripping her mask 
off and kissing her face,” 
reported the DA’s office. 
“He groped her body and 
put his hand down her 
pants. She begged him to 
stop and he continued as-
saulting her. She record-
ed audio of the assault on 
her phone. In the audio, 
the victim can be heard 
in Spanish begging the 
driver to stop and open the 

door. He responds, “Me, 
I’m boyfriend for you, 
it’s okay.” She continues 
to tell him no and to open 
the door. When an uniden-
tified woman walked near 
the bus, she apparently 
caused Ennab to open the 
door allowing the victim 
to leave.”

Rollins said a   woman 
should be able to ride a 
public bus without fear of 
kidnap and sexual assault

“Women, just like all 
people, have the right to 
not be harassed, violated, 
harmed, or objectified,’’ 
said Rollins. “As I have 
said, fathers need to start 
speaking to their sons, 

and men need to tell their 
brothers, friends and col-
leagues about a new vision 
of masculinity where men 
are working to end vio-
lence against women and 
girls,” District Attorney 
Rollins said.  “The allega-
tions outlined in this case 
are deeply disturbing.”

Ennab, who is em-
ployed by Paul Revere 
Transportation LLC as 
a contract driver for the 
MBTA, was represented 
at arraignment by attorney 
Ross Schreiber. He returns 
to court May 25, 2021.

All defendants are 
presumed innocent until 
proven otherwise.

Ali Ennab, the MBTA bus driver accused of allegedly kid-
napping and attacking a woman.

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 

SHERYL...MAKING IT HAPPEN...AGAIN!

~Sold~~Pending~
~Pending~

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;  

cottagehillrealestate.com 44 Faunbar163 Somerset164 Woodside
       Sheryl Howard
                 (617) 529-1926

NEWS Briefs

Newspaper Group

INDEPENDENT

Est. in 1882 50 cEnts

INDEX 
Police  2 
Editorials 4
Sports 7 
Through The Years 9
Then and Now 9
Obituaries 10
 Business Directory 13 
Classified  13

THURSDAY,
August 6, 2020

Established in 1882

Sun     TranScripT

Winthrop’s Pioneer

Winthrop
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Newspaper

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$1.59  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop
 See our Ad on Page 7Winthrop Marketplace Appreciates your Continued Support

STOP IN AND CHECK 
OUT OUR SUPER 

WEEKEND SPECIALS!

See COUNCIL Page 3

for the latest news in 
winthrop that you need 

to know, check
Winthroptranscript.com

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 8

Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
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The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 

Wednesday, August 5, 2020

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 

eastietimes.com

See SPRAYING Page 2

See AMENDMENT Page 2See ELECTION Page 3

LOVE WHERE

 YOU LIVE.
BLOCK8.LIVE

By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Stuck at Stuck at   Home?Home?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs

Now through March, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 
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     Affordable Senior Housing 
Senior Living on Bellingham Hill 
100 Bellingham Street in Chelsea 

1-774-745-7446 
 

   Need a comfortable place to call home? 
   Studio and one-bedroom apartments for seniors aged 62 or above.  

   Certain income limits apply. Please call the number above for more information!                

Do you live in a community just north of Boston?              

     

                                If you need help getting dressed, grooming, bathing, or running errands,                                   
  our highly-qualified and trained team of Registered Nurses, Social Workers,                                       

                  Certified Nursing Assistants and Home Health Aides work with you to enhance  
                          your quality of life while allowing you to remain living independently. 

 

              Call RSSI In-Home Supportive Services 
                 Toll-Free at 1-888-333-2481 

                                                        Various payment options available.  Must be at least 18 years old. 

Eligible property owners 
may also take advantage of 
BWSC’s 60-month interest-
free payment plan on any 
replacement work balance.

Lead Pipe Replacement 
Incentive Program

Because lead is known to cause serious 
health problems, BWSC offers up to $4,000 
towards the cost to replace any private water 
service pipes containing lead. This is the portion 
running from the property line into the building 
for which building owners are responsible 
(in most cases this covers the cost of new pipes).

For information, or to 
apply, call the Lead 
Hotline at 617-989-7888.

auxiliary engine room sea-
chest were completely re-
built, in addition to valves 
and piping associated with 
the ship trim and bilge 
pumping system.”

Mannino said routine 
maintenance also was per-
formed, combined with an 
updated marine survey and 
ultrasonic testing (UT) of 
the ship’s shell plating be-
low the waterline.

In 1989, the lightship 
was declared a Nation-
al Historic Landmark 
(NHL). Since then there 
has been a push local-
ly to restore the historic 
Nantucket Lightship, also 
known as Lightship No. 
112 or simply LV-112. 

Mannino, Jr. said the 
latest phase to historical-
ly restore the Nantuck-
et Lightship was jointly 
funded by grants from the 
City of Boston’s Commu-
nity Preservation Act and 
a National Park Service 
“Save America’s Trea-
sures” grant. 

“The majority of the 
funding was generously 
provided by a National 
Park Service “Save Amer-
ica’s Treasures” grant, a 
Community Preservation 
Act–Boston grant, in ad-
dition to individual and 
corporate donors,” said 
Mannino. “Because of 
the large amount of res-
toration work scheduled, 
additional specialized 
marine contractors were 
hired as part of the team in 
conjunction with the Fitz-
gerald Shipyard workers.”

The USLM, the 
non-profit organiza-
tion that has been over-
seeing the Nantucket’s 
restoration, received a 
$487,500 grant to restore 
internal structural compo-
nents and provide general 
maintenance critical to 
maintaining the integrity 
of the ship’s hull and abil-
ity to remain open to the 
general public for decades 
to come.

At the time of its NHL 
designation the Nantucket 
was the last serving light-
ship and one of only two 
capable of moving under 
its own power.

The ship was docked 
in Oyster Bay, Staten Is-
land at the time, and was 
purchased for $1 by the 
USLM under the leader-
ship of Mannino. The ship 
arrived in Eastie in Octo-
ber 2009.

The USLM’s primary 
mission is to restore and 
preserve the Nantucket 
Lightship as a National 
Historic Landmark, Na-
tional Treasure, and oper-
ate the ship as a museum 
and floating educational 
center in Eastie that is 
open to the general pub-
lic.   In addition, the mu-
seum provides interactive 
educational programs for 
grade school students and 
under-served youths in 
Boston, especially in the 
Eastie.

Mannino said the re-
mainder of restoration 
will be accomplished at 
the Nantucket’s berth. 

“Upon completion of 
this phase, LV-112’s re-
habilitation will be ap-
proximately 70 percent 
completed,” said Manni-
no. “The most critical and 
comprehensive portion of 
LV-112’s structural res-
toration is virtually done. 

However, there is still a 
lot of interior restoration 
needed, which involves 
mostly cleaning, prep and 
painting. Also a moderate 
amount of structural and 
mechanical restoration 
work needs to be done.”

Mannino said at this 
point, based on the un-
anticipated restoration 
work that added to the 
initial dry-docking res-
toration plan USLM has 
reassessed the restoration 
project work that remains 
to be completed. 

“It is estimated that ap-
proximately $2.3 million 
will be needed to virtually 
complete LV-112’s resto-
ration and preservation,” 
said Mannino. “The U.S. 
Lightship Museum is al-
ways seeking potential 
donors who would like to 
help support this unique 
historic cause of preserv-
ing this important Nation-
al Historic Landmark and 
National Treasure and as-
sist us in achieving Nan-
tucket Lightship/LV-112’s 
restoration and preserva-
tion.”

Mannino said donations 
can be mailed to: U.S. 
Lightship Museum, P.O. 
Box 454, Amesbury, MA 
01913, Online donations 
can be made via the Pay-
Pal link in this newsletter 
or through USLM’s Go-
FundMe page.

The historic Nantucket Lightship , also known as Lightship 
No. 112 or simply LV-112, recently left dry dock after seven 
months of restoration.

Lightship //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 News in Brief

JPNA MAY 10 
MEETING AGENDA

The Jeffries Point 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion will meet on Monday, 
May 10 from 7:00 - 8:30 
pm by a Zoom Video Con-
ference.

REGISTRATION is 
REQUIRED! 

In order to speak aloud 
as an abutter, one must 
register for this meeting 
by Sunday, May 9 at 7pm.

The following is the 
agenda for the upcoming 
monthly meeting:

AGENDA (subject to 
change):

• Greetings & An-
nouncements

 Nominations for JPNA 
Board

• Boston Police Update
• Santa Fe Burrito 

Grill  - 1st Meeting - Pro-
posed Restaurant at 303 
Sumner St.

• The Trustees of Res-
ervations -  Gabrielle 
Ramirez, Outreach Coor-
dinator

• VOTE:  304 Sumner 
St  - Erect addition and 
change occupancy from 3 
to 4 units.

 Property Owner: 304 
Sumner St, LLC

 Represented by: Rich-
ard C. Lynds, Esq

As a reminder, all ques-
tions will be handled via 
the Zoom chat feature. We 
ask all attendees to remain 
muted unless called upon 
to speak. Looking forward 
to “seeing” you all there! 

We are using eBal-
lot to manage the voting 
process. Within 48 hours 
after the meeting, eligible 
voters will be emailed a 
link that will allow them 
to vote online. All votes 
must be cast by Friday, 
May 14th at 7pm. Late 
votes will not be accepted, 
no exceptions.

We hope you and your 
loved ones are  well. We 

are all in this together as 
neighbors and friends. 
Please don’t be afraid to 
reach out.

 2021 meeting dates are 
posted at jeffriespoint.org

EAST BOSTON 
RESIDENT 
INDUCTED INTO 
NATIONAL HONOR 
SOCIETY AT 
BC HIGH 

Jack Brodin (Class of 
2022) and an East Boston 
resident has been inducted 
into the  Robert J. Fulton, 
SJ Chapter of the National 
Honor Society  at Boston 
College High School: 

The National Honor So-
ciety (NHS) was created 
by the National Associa-
tion of Secondary School 
Principals to recognize 
high school students who 
have distinguished them-
selves in their school and 
community. 

Each year eligible ju-
niors and seniors are invit-
ed to apply for member-
ship in NHS. Applications 
are reviewed by a commit-
tee of BC High teachers to 
confirm that  each  stu-
dent  has attained a high 
standard of each of these 
characteristics:  scholar-
ship, character, leadership, 
and service. 

At BC High, NHS mem-
bers are committed to 
service in the school and 
in the broader communi-
ty.  All students applying 
for membership must be 
current with the comple-
tion of required communi-
ty services hours for their 
grade level at BC High. 
After induction into NHS, 
all members are expected 
to offer significant service 
to the school community 
as tutors in the Academic 
Resource Center, as am-
bassadors at Open House 
and Admissions events, 

and in other capacities. 
A minimum cumulative 

grade point average of 3.5 
is required of all appli-
cants.  Beyond the grade 
point average, applicants 
must be a positive pres-
ence in their academic 
classes. They must show 
initiative and dependabil-
ity, work well with other 
students, exhibit a strong 
work ethic, and demon-
strate openness to growth.   

 
LOVE YOUR 
BLOCK MAVERICK/
CENTRAL CLEANUP 
SET FOR MAY 15

Join with Maverick/
Central Neighborhood 
Association, East Boston 
Main Streets, Tree Eastie, 
Mothers Out Front and 
Maverick Landing Com-
munity Services for a 
Spring Cleanup.

This event will be so-
cially distanced. Gloves, 
bags and water will be 
provided. Due to safety 
guidelines, space and tools 
will be limited. There will 
be a max of 25 volunteers 
to a location. Masks re-
quired. 

Choose your time and 
location

Saturday, May 15 from 
9 AM to noon 

 Saturday, May 15 from 
1:00 to 4:00 PM

Central Square in front 
of EB Social Center

Maverick Square in 
front of EBNHC

Take pride in your 
neighborhood and help 
clean up our streets and 
parks! We’ll pick up street 
and park litter, rake leaves 
and remove branches from 
parks. Receive a free tree 
seedling for your yard if 
you are interested.

For more information 
and to sign up visit the 
Maverick/Central Neigh-
borhood Associatiopn 
Facebook page.

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 
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By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow
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     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)

Beacon Hill Times(8700)

The Boston Sun(14000) 

Regional Review(3500) 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge(7300)

Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 

Mission Hill Gazette(7000)

Your 
Ad Here!

8 week
minimum
per calendar

year

[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800
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LETTER to the Editor

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our mail-
ing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 
Our fax number is 781-485-1403. Letters may also 

be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.com.  
Letters must be signed. We reserve the right to edit 

for length and content.
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Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Plan your telephone 
call to say hello to mom 
this Sunday. Better yet, 
if possible, make a visit 
with a card or even some 
flowers or maybe some 
brownies or a special 
treat. Moms deserve to be 
treated special. Take her 
out to lunch or dinner if 
possible. It doesn’t have 
to be Sunday, maybe Sat-
urday would work better. 
Tell mom what she means 
to you. Let her know that 
you love her and that you 
give thanks for all she has 
done for you. Let her know 
she was a good mother 
and that you are grateful 
for everything.    Moms 
need to hear it and you’ll 
be glad for everything you 
do for your mother.

However, you may not 
be so fortunate. My moth-
er Eula Hinkle Mollette, 
passed away many years 
ago. My son’s mother 
Karen Mollette passed 

away in 2002. The years 
go by quickly. For too 
many, Mother’s Day can 
be a sad day because mom 
is no longer here. All you 
have is your many memo-
ries and too often memo-
ries are filled with mixed 
emotions. You remember 
what was wonderful, but 
you may start thinking 
about all you wish you 
had done or could do if 
you had her today. If you 
have your mother today 
then celebrate in every 
way you can.

Sadly over 200,000 
women are in prison or 
jail in the United States 
today. Eighty percent of 
these women have minor 
children. Mother’s Day 
is a painful day for these 
women and their families.  

Millions of children 
live with parents who 
are addicted to alcohol 
or drugs or both. These 
children are raised in sad 
environments where they 
have had to emotionally 

and often even financially 
help their parents. Often, 
these daily struggles make 
it difficult to celebrate the 
“picture perfect” day that 
is touted by the flower and 
card companies. They may 
go to buy a Mother’s Day 
card but just cannot find 
one that really express-
es how they feel. Many 
children have been raised 
in painful, abusive envi-
ronments and Mother’s 
Day is depressing because 
they can’t conjure up that 
many good memories of 
mom. Many of these chil-
dren want mom to be well 
and healthy. They want to 
know that they are loved 
by mom. Unfortunately, 
there are so many adults 
who have mothers who 
could never turn their 
lives around. They are of-
ten exhausted from trying 
to make “Mom and fami-
ly” work. 

Mother’s Day is our 
opportunity to try to do 
the right things again. Us-

ing words like, “I care, 
love, appreciate, thank 
you and any that express 
your heart’s desire to be 
connected are worthwhile 
expressions. When you do 
the best you can do, you 
can at least look back and 
know that you tried.

When Mom and our 
loved ones are no lon-
ger with us then all we 
have are our memories. 
If you have any time left 
to work on your Mother’s 
Day memories you won’t 
regret it in the years to 
come. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

Guest Op-Ed

Work on your Mother’s Day memories
THE BIDEN DEAL 

IS LONG OVERDUE

The ambitious proposal set forth by President Joe 
Biden last week in his speech to a joint session of Con-
gress has elicited the usual negative response from the 
usual suspects.

However, those who oppose Biden’s $2 trillion plan 
to invest in America and its people display a total igno-
rance of history, specifically, the New Deal.

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal policies raised the 
wrath of Republicans who, similar to Republicans to-
day, claimed that the New Deal would cost too much 
and that it was tantamount to socialism.

But the reality of what the New Deal achieved dra-
matically transformed American life in countless ways 
and launched America onto its trajectory to becoming 
the greatest nation on earth. Among the highlights of 
the New Deal were: 

-- The New Deal lifted millions of Americans out of 
poverty, especially older Americans via Social Security;

-- The New Deal gave power to labor unions, thereby 
leveling the playing field with corporate America and 
creating the great American Middle Class;

-- The New Deal enacted necessary government reg-
ulation that reined-in the excesses of Wall St. and the 
banks that had brought the Great Depression; and

-- The New Deal included much-needed investment 
in our infrastructure, including countless projects that 
still stand today in communities across the country.

The obvious benefits to the nation of the New Deal 
encouraged policy-makers to enact other programs of 
investment in America over the next to 40 more years 
under Democrats and Republicans alike, including the 
GI Bill (Truman), the national highway system (Eisen-
hower), Medicare (Johnson), and the Environmental 
Protection Agency (Nixon). 

During this time frame, corporations paid their fair 
share of taxes, individual tax rates were much higher, 
and income-inequality was non-existent (by today’s 
standards). America was the unquestioned leader of the 
world.

Today however, thanks to the shortsighted policies of 
the past 40 years (beginning with Reagan and abetted 
by Democrats) that have been highlighted by corporate 
welfare, excessive military spending, ever-increasing 
wealth and income inequality, and underinvestment in 
our people and our infrastructure, America has become 
the equivalent of a Third World country in many re-
spects.

In short, America has gone from first to worst.
President Joe Biden’s speech laid out a path to restore 

America to our former greatness. 
To those who say that we cannot afford the Biden 

Deal, our response is simple: We can’t afford not to.

On Saturday, May 8, 
from 1-4 pm in honor of 
the Mother’s Day week-
end, environmental justice 
organization Mothers Out 
Front East Boston and a 
number of community 
partners will transform 
East Boston’s Central 
Square into a COVID-safe 
education hub through 
a community art build 
called “Pollution and 
Solutions.” The event is 
made possible by a City of 
Boston Love Your Block  
grant and will educate the 
community on the neg-
ative health impacts of 
air pollution in neighbor-
hoods surrounding Logan 
Airport, as well as the 
solutions at our disposal.  

“Whether walking our 
kids to school or waiting 
for the bus, East Boston 
residents are constantly at 
risk for breathing in harm-
ful pollutants released into 
the air by Logan Airport, 

related car traffic, diesel 
school busses, gas leaks, 
and other sources,” says 
Sonja Tengblad, coordi-
nator of the East Boston 
Chapter of Mothers Out 
Front. “Air pollution dis-
proportionately affects 
people of color world-
wide, and since East Bos-
ton is made up of almost 
60% Latinx families, we 
wanted to illustrate this 
reality through our art in-
stallation.”

Childhood asthma is up 
360% and adult chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) is dou-
bled in neighborhoods 
bordering Logan Airport. 
In addition, increased ex-
posure to ultrafine partic-
ulate (UFPs), pollution 
particles so small they 
can more easily enter the 
bloodstream and damage 
organs,  is linked to child-
hood developmental prob-
lems, autism, early-onset 

dementia, premature birth, 
and birth defects, stroke, 
and many other health 
problems. 

To bring attention to 
this often invisible prob-
lem, Mothers Out Front 
invites local residents to 
join them in East Boston’s 
Central Square to fill life-
size letters spelling the 
word “AIRE” with flow-
ering plants and greenery 
donated by Schumacher 
Landscaping, a project de-
signed by Danielle Meek-
er Emond of Eastside 
CO/LAB . Located at the 
corner of Bennington and 
Meridian Streets, across 
from the Liberty Tree 
Plaza Shopping Center, 
the installation, featuring 
bilingual signage, invites 
attendees to learn more 
about how to protect them-
selves and their families 
from air pollution. Event 
participants can also:

• Watch the creation of 

a beautiful sidewalk mural 
by local artist Sury Chavez 
of Galeria de Chuwi.

• Learn about urban for-
estry organization TREE 
Eastie’s new Adopt-A-
Tree program which will 
help East Boston plant 
trees to clean our air. 

• Enter a free raffle to 
win an Austin Air Systems 
HEPA filter, one of only a 
couple of models of filters 
that effectively protect 
against COVID and ultra-
fine particulate pollution.

• Download the Air 
Partners air quality app to 
detect air pollution in your 
neighborhood. 

• Learn more about ex-
citing new air pollution 
mitigation legislation 
filed by State Rep. Adrian 
Madaro. 

• Take home free tree 
seedlings to grow at home.

Recent studies have 

Local mothers build living art exhibition 
to educate community on air pollution

ELECTRIC SILVER 
LINE BUSES 
FOR HEALTHIER 
NEIGHBORHOODS

To the Editor,
I thoroughly agree with 

a recent public opinion 
piece co-authored by Sen-
ator Joe Boncore and Ma-
ria Belen Power in which 
they rightly criticize the 
MBTA’s proposal to re-
place the Silver Line’s ag-
ing buses with more diesel 

hybrid vehicles instead of 
new electric buses. This 
project could be an oppor-
tunity for the Common-
wealth to begin to address 
the huge disproportionate 
environmental burdens 
imposed by the State on 
East Boston and Chelsea. 
These are densely popu-
lated communities direct-
ly under Logan Airport’s 
flight paths and overrun 
with major highways 
spewing toxic pollutants 

without interruption.
It is astonishing that the 

MBTA is unable to de-
vise an engineering solu-
tion for an all-electric bus 
to serve the Silver Line 
route. It would certainly 
not be precedent setting. 
Perhaps the MBTA could 
dust off its archives that 
illustrate how all-electric 
buses were successfully 
operated for many years 
in East Boston and other 
communities, providing 

reliable, quiet and pollu-
tion free bus service be-
fore being replaced with 
diesel vehicles.

I have attached a few 
photos showing these suc-
cessful all-electric buses 
serving East Boston for 
years.

Thank you,

John Vitagliano
Former Commissioner, 
Boston Transportation 

Department.

See MOTHERS Page 7
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Mom’s
    The Word!

Happy Mother’s Day to all 
the Moms in our community!

For Mom, Chrissy,
 love Tatum

For Mom, Renee,
 love Jayden

For Mom, Marissa, 
Love June

For Mom, Jackie, 
love Lulu

For Mom, Jackie, 
Love Grace

For Mamie, 
love Miranda

MARCH
TUESDAY

ELECTION 
DAY

31

ADRIANMADARO.COM
ADRIANFORREP @ADRIANMADARO

Thank you  
East Boston!

I am honored  
and grateful  

for your support.
state 

representative

ADRIAN ADRIAN 
MADAROMADARO

Wishing all 
Eastie Moms 
a wonderful 
Mother’s Day
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Staff Report

 The MBTA is remind-
ing customers that face 
coverings continue to be 
required while onboard 
vehicles, on station plat-
forms, and within the 

MBTA system for all rid-
ers, including those who 
have been fully vaccinat-
ed. 

  On April 27, both  the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol  (CDC) and  the Bak-
er-Polito Administra-
tion  updated guidance 
regarding face coverings 
for fully vaccinated indi-
viduals. While the CDC 
and the Commonwealth’s 
guidance relax the need 
for face coverings in some 
settings, face coverings are 
still required while riding 
MBTA vehicles and with-
in the MBTA system. This 
includes outdoor bus stops 
and all outdoor platforms 
for the Commuter Rail, 
subway, and trolley sys-
tems.

 Effective April 30, civ-

il fines related to MBTA 
face-covering enforce-
ment efforts are no longer 
in effect, though those who 
refuse to comply with the 
face covering requirement 
may be denied boarding 
of or be removed from 
MBTA vehicles and the 
system.

There continue to be ex-
emptions to the face-cov-
ering requirement for 
individuals with certain 
medical conditions and 
those who are so exempt 
do not need to produce 
documentation of their 
condition. 

  For more information, 
visit mbta.com, or connect 
with the T on Twitter  @
MBTA, on Facebook  /
TheMBTA, or on Insta-
gram@theMBTA.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    

engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for publication. Items should be 
forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed tvo 781-485-

1403.  

We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases 
and photos 

to deb@reverejournal.com

Farm //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Groups urge passage of Save Hotel Jobs Act

Staff Report

The American Hotel 
and Lodging Associa-
tion (AHLA) and UNITE 
HERE, the largest hos-
pitality workers union in 
North America, joined 
forces to call on Congress 
to pass the  Save Hotel 
Jobs Act. The bill, intro-
duced by U.S. Sen. Brian 
Schatz (D-Hawaii) and 
U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist 
(D-Fla.),  provides a life-
line to hotel workers, pro-
viding the assistance they 
need to survive until travel 
returns to pre-pandemic 
levels.

Chip Rogers, president 
and CEO of AHLA,  ap-
plauded Senator Schatz 
and Representative Crist 
for introducing this criti-
cal legislation to support 
hotel workers.

“Every day, hotels are 
closing for good, and 
hardworking, loyal em-
ployees are sadly being 
let go,”  said Rogers. “No 
industry has been more 
affected by the pandemic 
than hospitality.  Govern-
ment-issued travel bans 
and restrictions, which are 
meant to slow the spread 
of the virus, have wiped 
out 10 years of job growth 
in our industry. Now, mil-
lions of jobs and thou-
sands of businesses are 
at risk—not just hotels, 
but the many businesses 
and workers hotels also 
support in the communi-
ty. Congress must step up 
now to support the hotel 
industry workforce with 
targeted relief.” 

D. Taylor, president of 
UNITE HERE, represent-
ing more than 300,000 
employees said, “UNITE 
HERE members do crit-
ical work cleaning hotel 
rooms, cooking food, and 
welcoming travelers that is 
essential to our economy. 
Hospitality workers have 
been devastated by the 
pandemic, with 98 percent 
of our members laid off at 
the peak of the shutdowns 
and more than 70 percent 
still out of work today. 
The Save Hotel Jobs Act 
will provide important as-
sistance in bringing back 
good hospitality jobs and 
making sure that workers 
who were laid off during 
the pandemic are recalled 
back to work.”

“The pandemic has left 
millions of hotel employ-
ees out of work and many 

more struggling to get 
by with less hours. They 
need help,” said Senator 
Schatz.  “Our bill creates 
a new grant program that 
will bring back hotel jobs, 
pay workers, and help our 
economy recover.”

“After a devastating 
year for the Florida tourism 
industry and the incredi-
bly hardworking employ-
ees whose labor makes it 
all possible, I am proud to 
join the American Hotel 
and Lodging Association, 
UNITE HERE, and Sen. 
Brian Schatz to announce 
legislation that will get 
our hotel workers back on 
the job and give our tour-
ism economy the jump 
start it needs,”  said  Rep. 
Crist.  “With the end of 
the pandemic within our 
sights, we need to make 
sure that the workers and 
hotels make it through 
to the other side as well. 
That’s what the Save Ho-
tel Jobs Act is all about. 
When the rest of America 
is ready to return to Flor-
ida’s beaches safely, our 
workers and hotels will be 
ready!”

The pandemic has been 
devastating to the hos-
pitality industry work-
force.  Leisure and hospi-
tality has lost 3.1 million 
jobs during the pandemic 
that have yet to return, rep-
resenting more than a third 
of all unemployed per-
sons in the United States, 
according to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. Even 
starker, the unemployment 
rate in the accommodation 
sector specifically remains 
330 percent higher than 
the rest of the economy.

Unfortunately, the road 
to recovery for the hotel 
industry is long. While 
leisure travel will start 
returning this summer as 
more people are vaccinat-
ed, business travel—the 
largest source of hotel 
revenue—is down 85 per-
cent and is not expected to 
begin its slow return un-
til the second half of this 
year. Full recovery is not 
expected until 2024.

The  Save Hotel Jobs 
Act  will provide critical 
support to hotels and their 
workers during this crucial 
period. Key provisions in-
clude the following:

	 •	 Support-
ing Hotel Workers: Direct 
payroll grants will be uti-
lized for payroll and ben-
efits expenses for workers. 

The legislation would also 
require grantees to give 
laid-off workers recall 
rights to ensure those who 
lost their hotel jobs due to 
the pandemic are able to 
get back to work.

	 •	 A l l o w -
ing Worker-Friendly Tax 
Credits: Provides a Person-
al Protective Equipment 
Tax Credit to promote 
worker safety measures, 
which would allow for a 
payroll tax credit for 50% 
of costs associated with 
the purchase of person-
al protective equipment, 
technology designed to 
reduce the impact of the 
pandemic, increased test-
ing for employees, and en-
hanced cleaning protocols 
that do not negatively im-
pact the level of work for 
housekeeping staff. 

Empty or permanently 
closed hotels have  a rip-
ple effect on communities 
throughout the country, 
hurting a wide range of 
businesses that rely on the 
presence of hotel guests, 
such as restaurants and re-
tail, hotel supply compa-
nies and construction. For 
every 10 people directly 
employed on a hotel prop-
erty, hotels also support an 
additional 26 jobs in the 
community, according to 
a study by Oxford Eco-
nomics. With hotels ex-
pected to end 2021 down 
500,000 jobs, based on 
the pre-pandemic ratio, 
an additional 1.3 million 
hotel supported jobs are in 
jeopardy this year without 
additional support from 
Congress.

This crisis has been es-
pecially devastating in ur-
ban areas, hurting minority 
communities. Urban ho-
tels, which are more reli-
ant on business and group 
travel and more likely to 
host larger events, ended 
January down 66 percent 
in room revenue compared 
to last year. That does not 
include the lost revenue 
from groups, meetings 
and food and beverage, 
which contribute signifi-
cantly to business in these 
markets. According to re-
cent reports,  New York 
City  has seen one-third 
of its hotel rooms—more 
than 42,000—wiped out 
by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with nearly 200 
hotels closing permanent-
ly in the city.

cense, hopefully with your 
(EHCA) approval we will 
still be a lettuce farm,” ex-
plained Cooney. “We will 
also still be a hemp farm 
under the license we’ve 
had since 2018.”

Cooney said the hemp 
and cannabis growing 
operations would be both 
under Cloud Farming and 
if they succeed in getting 
a cannabis grow license 
from the state it will be 
used for cultivation and 
manufacturing of canna-
bis only. 

“There will be no re-
tail sales on site,” said 
Cooney. “Eventually we 
may be able to produce oil 
and rosins and sell those 
products to other manu-
facturing operations that 
sell to dispensaries.”

Inside the shipping 
containers, cannabis will 
be grown with hydropon-
ics, a soil-less growing 
method that allows the 

cultivation of plants using 
re-circulated water with 
optimum nutrient inputs.  
Compared to the harmful 
chemical and grey water 
runoff created by industri-
al farming and urban pol-
lution, Corner Stalk has 
no runoff and uses no pes-
ticides or harmful chemi-
cals. To top it off, Corner 
Stalk’s leverage vertical 
growing technology is 
able to grow 20 plants per 
square foot of farm space.

As for security, Cooney 
said all the grow units in 
the repurposed shipping 
containers are secure. 

“They’re all metal con-
struction, stainless steel, 
aluminum and corten 
steel,” he said. “There will 
be no retail on site, there’s 
no foot traffic, there’s no 
cash and there’s no trans-
actions. They are already 
video monitors inside and 
we have a 24 hour surveil-
lance set up with human 

monitoring.”
Cooney added that ex-

panding to a cannabis 
grow operation could po-
tentially bring an addition-
al 15 living wage jobs for 
local residents to Corner 
Stalk. 

Cooney’s Corner Stalk, 
which opened a fresh veg-
gie stand a few years back 
at the Boston Public Mar-
ket in downtown, special-
izes in using Controlled 
Environment Agriculture 
(CEA). Cooney said LED 
lighting, temperature con-
trol and automatic water 
flow within insulated ship-
ping containers creates the 
ideal environment that 
leafy greens need.  A year 
round growing season 
and dense planting allow 
maximum productivity so 
when there’s a blizzard or 
heat wave, Cooney is still 
harvesting delicious leafy 
greens.

Corner Stalk Farm’s Shawn Cooney outside one of the old shipping containers that have 
been repurposed to grow year round crops down on Condor Street along Chelsea Creek.

LED lighting, temperature control and automatic water flow within insulated shipping 
containers creates the ideal environment that leafy greens need.

Corner Stalk Farm’s Shawn Cooney pitches his plan to grow cannabis at his facility on 
Condor Street. 

Face coverings continue to be required
on MBTA vehicles, stations, platforms
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shed light on communities 
of color being dispropor-
tionately impacted by air 
pollution. A study pub-
lished in the Proceedings 
of the National Acade-
my of Sciences finds that 
Latinos inhale 63% more 
pollution than they make, 
African Americans inhale 
56% more, and non-Lati-
no whites are exposed to 
17% less pollution than 
they make. 

“Residents of East Bos-
ton are regularly exposed 
to extremely high con-
centrations of air pollut-
ants, including ultrafine 
particles, or UFPs,” says 
Scott Hersey, an envi-
ronmental engineer from 
Olin College of Engi-
neering who has studied 
air quality in surrounding 
neighborhoods of Logan 
since 2018. “Academics, 
elected officials, and com-
munities need to work 
together for the type of 
systemic change that re-
duces residents’ exposures 
to these pollutants. In the 
meantime, there are strat-
egies, like indoor HEPA 
air purifiers that can safe-
guard the air that people 
are breathing. But all of 
this work depends on 
awareness-building about 
pollution that you can’t 
see with your eyes and 
the ways you can protect 
yourself and your com-
munity. Art is the perfect 
medium to visualize the 
invisible and mobilize a 
community for action.”

This event is outdoors 
and is open to all com-
munity members. Span-
ish interpreters will be 
available. Please wear 
a face covering. Selfies 
are encouraged #Speak-
Up4Aire.

Rain date is Sunday, 
May 9 from 1-4 pm, 
Mother’s Day. The art in-
stallation should extend 
through the month of May.

*********
El sábado 8 de mayo, de 

1 a 4 de la tarde, en honor 
del fin de semana del Día 
de la Madre, la organi-
zación de justicia ambi-
ental Mothers Out Front: 
East Boston  y varios so-
cios comunitarios trans-
formarán Central Square 
en East Boston en un cen-
tro educativo a través de 
un proyecto de arte comu-
nitario llamado “Pollution 
and Solutions” (“Contam-
inación y soluciones”). 
El evento seguirá todas 
las normas de seguridad 
relativas a COVID-19. El 
evento es posible gracias 
a una subvención del pro-
grama Love Your Block 
de la ciudad de Boston y 
tiene como fin educar a la 
comunidad acerca de los 
impactos negativos para la 
salud causados por la con-
taminación del aire en los 
vecindarios que rodean el 
aeropuerto Logan y tam-
bién acerca de las solu-
ciones que se encuentran 
a nuestra disposición.  

“Ya sea que caminando 
con nuestros hijos a la es-
cuela o esperando el auto-
bús, los residentes de East 
Boston corremos constan-
temente el  riesgo de respi-
rar contaminantes dañinos 
esparcidos en el aire por 
el aeropuerto Logan, el 
tráfico de automóviles rel-
acionado con el aeropuer-
to, los autobuses escolares 
que usan combustible 
diésel, las fugas de gas y 
otras fuentes de contam-
inación”, explica Sonja 
Tengblad, coordinadora 
de la delegación de East 
Boston de Mothers Out 
Front. “La contaminación 
del aire afecta en forma 
desproporcionada a las 
personas de color en todo 
el mundo, y como casi el 
60% de las familias de 
East Boston son de origen 
latino, queríamos ilustrar 

esta realidad a través de 
nuestra instalación artísti-
ca”.

El asma infantil ha au-
mentado un 360% y la 
enfermedad pulmonar ob-
structiva crónica (EPOC) 
en adultos se ha duplicado 
en los barrios que lindan 
con el aeropuerto Logan. 
Además, el aumento de 
la exposición a partícu-
las ultrafinas (UFP, por 
sus siglas en inglés), o 
partículas contaminantes 
tan pequeñas que pueden 
entrar más fácilmente en 
el torrente sanguíneo y 
dañar órganos, está rela-
cionado con  problemas de 
desarrollo infantil, autis-
mo, demencia temprana, 
nacimiento prematuro y 
defectos congénitos, acci-
dentes cerebrovasculares 
y muchos otros problemas 
de salud. 

Para llamar la atención 
sobre este problema que 
a menudo es invisible, 
Mothers Out Front invita 
a los residentes locales a 
venir a Central Square en 
East Boston para llenar 
letras gigantes que forman 
la palabra “AIRE” con 
plantas con flores y otras 
plantas de follaje decora-
tivo donadas por Schum-
acher Landscaping, en 
un proyecto diseñado por 
Danielle Meeker Emond 
de Eastside CO/LAB. La 
instalación artística, ubi-
cada en la esquina de las 
calles Bennington y Me-
ridian, frente al Centro 
Comercial Liberty Tree 
Plaza, tendrá señalización 
bilingüe e invitará a los 
asistentes a aprender más 
sobre cómo protegerse a 
sí mismos y a sus famili-
as de la contaminación del 
aire. Los participantes del 
evento también podrán:

• Ver la creación de un 
hermoso mural en la acera 
a cargo de la artista local 
Sury Chavez de Galeria 
de Chuwi.

• Informarse acerca de 
la organización forestal 
urbana TREE Eastie, cuyo 
nuevo programa Adopt-
A-Tree ayudará a plantar 
árboles en East Boston 
para limpiar nuestro aire. 

• Participar de una rifa 
gratuita para ganar un fil-
tro HEPA de Austin Air 
Systems, uno de los úni-
cos modelos de filtros 
que protegen eficazmente 
contra la contaminación 
por COVID y partículas 
ultrafinas.

• Descargar la apli-
cación de calidad del aire 
Air Partners  para detectar 
la contaminación del aire 
en su barrio. 

• Obtener más infor-
mación sobre la nueva 
y emocionante legis-
lación de mitigación de 
la contaminación del aire 
presentada por el repre-
sentante estatal Adrian 
Madaro. 

• Llevarse árboles de 
semillero para plantar en 
casa.

Estudios recientes han 
confirmado que las co-
munidades de color se 
ven afectadas despropor-
cionadamente por la con-
taminación del aire. Un 
estudio publicado en Pro-
ceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences rev-
ela que los latinos inhalan 
un 63% más de contami-
nación de la que produ-
cen; los afroamericanos 
inhalan un 56% más; y 
los blancos no latinos es-
tán expuestos a un 17% 
menos de contaminación 
de la que producen. 

“Los residentes de East 
Boston están expuestos 
regularmente a concen-
traciones extremadamente 
altas de contaminantes 
atmosféricos, incluyendo 
partículas ultrafinas”, ex-
plica Scott Hersey, inge-
niero ambiental de Olin 
College of Engineering, 

que ha estudiado la cali-
dad del aire en los barri-
os lindantes con el aero-
puerto Logan desde 2018. 
“Los académicos, los 
funcionarios electos y las 
comunidades deben tra-
bajar juntos para lograr el 
tipo de cambio sistémico 
que reduce la exposición 
de los residentes a estos 
contaminantes. Mientras 
tanto, hay estrategias, 
como purificadores de aire 
HEPA para interiores, que 
pueden proteger el aire 
que la gente respira. Pero 
todo este trabajo depende 
de generar conciencia so-
bre contaminación que no 
se puede ver con los ojos 
y sobre las formas en que 
pueden protegerse a ust-
edes mismos y a su comu-
nidad. El arte es el medio 
perfecto para visualizar 
lo invisible y movilizar a 
una comunidad para la ac-
ción”.

Este evento tendrá lu-
gar al aire libre y está abi-
erto a todos los miembros 
de la comunidad. Habrá 
disponibles intérpretes de 
español. Por favor, use 
una mascarilla o cubier-
ta facial. Los invitamos a 
tomarse selfies y usar el 
hashtag #SpeakUp4Aire

En caso de lluvia, el 
evento se realizará el do-
mingo 9 de mayo,   Día 
de la Madre, de 1 a 4 de 
la tarde. La instalación 
artística permanecerá en 
el lugar hasta fin de mayo.
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 
7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30am Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, MAY 6TH 2021 THROUGH WEDNESDAY MAY 12TH, 2021

Prince Pasta (ex lasagna & jumbo shells) 10/$10.00
Starkist Solid White Canned Tuna ...........10/$10.00
Kraft Single Box Macaroni & Cheese .......10/$10.00
Green Giant Boxed Vegetables ................10/$10.00
Hood Sour Cream  8 oz ..............................10/$10.00
Best Yet Apple Juice  64 oz ..........................2/$3.00
Cain's Mayonnaise  30 oz ................................2/$7.00
Bertolli Pasta Sauce ....................................... 2/$5.00
Maxwell House Canned Coffee  (ex decaf) .... 2/$5.00
Crystal Light .....................................................2/$4.00
Filippo Berio Olive Oil  16.9 oz ............................$4.99 
Coles Garlic Bread ...........................................2/$3.00
McCain's French Fries .....................................2/$4.00
Philadelphia Soft Cream Cheese Tub  8 oz...2/$6.00
Hood Lactaid Milk  64 oz ................................ 2/$5.00

Best Yet Imported Cooked Ham ................. $4.99/lb 
Stella Slicing Provolone ................................ $3.99/lb
Carando Genoa Salami ...................................$7.99/lb 
Hans Kissle Red Bliss Potato Salad ........... $3.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday,May 7th to Sunday May 9th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh & Sweet Orange or Yellow Bell Peppers ....$2.59/lb
California Fresh Romaine Lettuce ..................2/$3.00
Jumbo Red Onions ...............................................89¢/lb
California "Bee Sweet" Clementine's  3 lb bag ..$3.99
Pint Size Grape Tomatoes ..............................2/$3.00

Bakery

BAKERY
Mini Muffins asst. varieties 12pk  ...............$2.99

DELI 
Best Yet Roast Beef ................................. $6.99/lb
Natural Casing Hot Dogs ...........................$5.99/lb
Our Own In Store Antipasto Salad ..........$5.99/lb

PRODUCE
Fresh Bi-color Sweet Corn........................... 8/$3.99
Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes ..................$1.29/lb
Nature's Finest Red Bliss Potatoes 
5lb bag ...............................................................$3.99

MEAT
GREAT ON THE GRILL!

Marinated Country Style Pork Ribs
Asst. Flavors ..............................................$2.99/lb
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Breast .....$1.99/lb
Best Yet Raw Shrimp 41-50ct  ........................$5.99

GROCERY
Starbucks K-Cups ...........................................$5.99
Large Brown Eggs (dozen only) ...... 2/$3.00 limit 4
Pepsi 2 Liter  ...............................4/$5.00 plus deposit

Assorted "no sugar added" Muffins .................$4.79 
Pecan Sticky Buns ...............................................$4.79 
Assorted Whoopie Pies ......................................$1.59

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Top Round Center Cut Steaks .................... $4.29/lb
Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops ................$1.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Tenders .............................$2.99/lb
Boneless Skinless Chicken Thighs ...............$1.99/lb

Blade or Center Cut Pork Roasts................$1.89/lb
Kayem Fenway Franks .................................. 2/$9.00
Hatfield Bacon  16 oz ................................2/$10.00
Davios Spring Rolls  assorted varieties .2/$10.00

Family Pack Specials

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

By John Lynds 

East Boston’s weekly 
COVID 19 positive test 
rate decreased for a sec-
ond week in a row after 
experiencing increases 
week over week through-
out April. 

According to the latest 
data released by the Bos-
ton Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC), last 
week 1,398 Eastie resi-
dents were tested for the 
virus last week and 5.7 
percent were positive--a 
3.4 percent decrease from 
the 5.9   percent reported 
by the BPHC two weeks 
ago. 

Of the 39,558 East-
ie residents tested for 
COVID since the pan-
demic began, 19.2 percent 
overall were found to be 
positive for the virus. This 
was the same percent re-
ported by the BPHC two 
weeks ago. 

Citywide, the week-
ly positive test rate de-
creased once again. 

According to the BPHC 
19,498 residents were test-
ed and 3.5 percent were 
COVID positive--this was 
a 2.8 percent decrease 
from the 4.6 percent pos-
itive test rate reported by 
the BPHC two weeks ago.

Eastie’s COVID in-
fection rate increased by 
1 percent last week and 
went from 1604.4 cases 

per 10,000 residents to 
1622 cases per 10,000 res-
idents. 

An additional 83 Eastie 
residents contracted the 
virus and there are now 
7,612 confirmed cases, up 
from the 7,529 reported 
two weeks ago. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the number 
of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-

hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
less than one   percent 
last week and went from 
68,795 cases to 69,441 
confirmed cases in a 
week. Six additional Bos-
ton residents died from the 
virus last week and there 
are now 1,370 total deaths 
in the city from COVID.

Weekly COVID positive test rate drops in Eastie

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 statistics 
by neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID 
testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 

Mothers //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4



Page 8	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, May 5, 2021

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416

MOR-0224 Rev. 04/21 
NMLS ID# 543370

CHECK OUT OUR AFFORDABLE HOME LOAN OPTIONS!

888.418.5626  |  CAMBRIDGESAVINGS.COM/AFFORDABLE-OPTIONS
LEARN MORE

We Can Help  
Make Your  
Home Happen.

Staff Report

The State Treasurer’s 
Office officials announced 
that the Massachusetts 
Clean Water Trust (the 
Trust) has successfully 
completed the sale of ap-
proximately $351.4 mil-
lion in two series of new 
money Green and Sustain-
ability Bonds. The Sus-
tainability Bonds were the 
first such issuance from 
the Trust and the first in 
the nation for a state re-
volving fund. Additional-
ly, it was the Trust’s sixth 
Green Bond issuance.  
The sale achieved a true 
interest cost of 2.099% 
with maturities ranging 
from 2022-2041.

The Series 23A Green 
Bonds and Series 23B 
Sustainability Bonds 
(AAA/Aaa/AAA) sold to 
retail investors on April 
28  with an institutional 
investor order period on 
April 29. The sale saw 
strong participation, with 
$687 million in orders 
including five new inves-
tors and four ESG funds. 
Strong Massachusetts re-

tail investor participation 
generated $93 million of 
orders.

“This sale illustrates the 
strong investor demand 
for municipal bonds with 

positive environmental 

and social impact,” said 

State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg, Chair of the 
Trust. “The Clean Wa-
ter Trust team is leading 
the nation in the state re-
volving fund municipal 
markets. First, with their 
groundbreaking green 
bonds, and now with this 
sustainability bond issu-
ance. We will continue to 
stress the importance of 
utilizing these opportuni-
ties in support of our local 
communities and our en-
vironment.”

The proceeds from the 
sale will finance projects 
that are selected based 
on criteria that identify 
the most relevant public 
health and environmental 
related projects while ad-
hering to the standards of 
the federal Clean Water 
Act and the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act. The Series 
23A Bonds are designat-
ed by the Trust as “Green 
Bonds” and are expected 
to provide environmental 
benefits.

The Series 23B Bonds 
are designated by the 
Trust as “Sustainability 

Bonds” and are expected 
to provide both environ-
mental and social bene-
fits. The bond proceeds 
will finance projects in 
communities identified as 
the most disadvantaged, 
based upon affordability 
criteria developed by the 
Trust and support addi-
tional reductions in inter-
est rates, mitigating the 
construction costs of these 
critical infrastructure proj-
ects. The criteria apply 
an Adjusted Per Capita 
Income (“APCI”) formu-
la based on per capita in-
come, employment rate, 
and population change. 
The communities select-
ed are those with an APCI 
metric lower than sixty 
percent of the Common-
wealth’s APCI.

The Trust’s State Re-
volving Fund Bonds, Se-
ries 23A and Series 23B 
underwriting syndicate 
was led by Morgan Stan-
ley as the book-running 
senior manager and Jef-
feries and RBC Capital 
Markets as the co-senior 
managing underwriters.

Staff Report

Officials from the Mas-
sachusetts Department 
of Transportation (Mass-
DOT) are announcing 
that it will begin install-
ing new milepost-based 
signs at various times and 
locations on Interstate 
93 northbound and south-
bound between Boston 
and Methuen. The sign in-

stallation operations will 
take place nightly during 
overnight hours from 8 
p.m. to 5 a.m. the follow-
ing morning. The work is 
expected to be complet-
ed in approximately four 
weeks.

The work on Interstate 
93, between Boston and 
Methuen, is expected  to 
follow the schedule be-
low:

•Work between old 
exit 13 to exit 27 (South-
east Expressway between 
Dorchester and the Tip 
O’Neill Tunnel) will begin 
on Sunday, May 2.

•Work between old exit 
28 to exit 48 (between 
Boston/Somerville and 
Methuen) will begin on 
Sunday, May 9.

Exit numbers 1 through 
12 will remain the same 

exit numbers as they are 
already consistent with the 
existing mile markers.

Sign installation opera-
tions on Interstate 95 were 
completed on Thursday, 
April 22.  The work along 
this corridor was broken 
up into four construction 
segments that took ap-
proximately eight weeks 
to complete.

All work is weather de-

pendent and construction 
dates may be adjusted as 
conditions warrant.

MassDOT’s Statewide 
Exit Renumbering Proj-
ect is converting all exit 
numbers on roadways, 
per Federal Highway Ad-
ministration (FHWA) re-
quirements.   Interstates 
and major roadways in 
Massachusetts previously 
utilized a sequential exit 

numbering method.
For information on the 

scheduled installations, 
visit:  https://newmassex-
its.com/#it-schedule. If 
needed, a GIS shapefile 
with the specific num-
bering information is 
available on Massachu-
setts’ GeoDOT site.

Successful sale of Green and Sustainability Bonds takes place

The Massachusetts Clean Water Trust.

MassDOT Exit Renumbering Work taking place on I-93 in Boston
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LOVE WHERE
 YOU LIVE.

BLOCK8.LIVE

By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

See SUFFOLK Page 8

See HARBOR Page 2

See SUMMER Page 2

See YMCA Page 6

Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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Staff Report

The Massachusetts 
House of Representatives 
last week passed its Fiscal 
Year 2022 (FY22) budget. 
This budget responsibly 
responds to the needs of 
residents and makes in-
vestments that set the 
state on a path toward 
economic recovery after 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Funded at $47.716 billion, 
the House’s FY22 bud-
get continues its strong 
commitment to cities and 
towns, and includes sig-
nificant investments in 
education, supportive ser-
vices for vulnerable popu-
lations, and workforce and 
economic development, 
among other priorities.

“This budget meets the 
needs of our residents who 
have endured an unprece-
dented level of health and 
economic challenges over 
the past year. The House 
continues to support the 
services and programs 
that have proven to be 
essential for so many, 
while making targeted 
investments to grow the 
Massachusetts econo-
my,” said  Speaker of the 
House Ronald J. Maria-
no (D-Quincy).  “I thank 
Chair Michlewitz for his 
leadership and guidance, 
the members of the Com-
mittee on Ways & Means, 
and all my colleagues in 
the House for their ad-
vocacy and hard work in 
shaping the final product.”

“This budget is the 
product of tireless work 
over the past few months 
that focuses on the chal-
lenges our constituents 
face in the midst of this 
difficult time,” said  Rep. 
Aaron Michlewitz, Chair 
of the House Commit-
tee on Ways & Means 
(D-Boston).  “In times of 
need, people rely on the 
services that government 
provides. Vital areas like 
housing stability, food se-
curity, education funding, 
and combating the grow-
ing concerns surrounding 
domestic violence and 
substance addiction, are 
all areas we prioritize in 
this budget.”

The House FY22 bud-
get does not cut services 
nor does it raise taxes, 
and is made possible due 
to strong revenue collec-
tions, increased federal 
reimbursement, and by 

leveraging funds from 
the state’s Stabilization 
Fund.  The budget does 
not appropriate antici-
pated American Rescue 
Plan (ARP) funds. As the 
House Ways & Means and 
Federal Stimulus commit-
tees await the issuance of 
spending parameters by 
the federal government, 
they have begun a process 
to better understand the 
needs of Massachusetts 
communities and analyze 
past expenditures of fed-
eral funds, particularly 
those received from the 
CARES Act.

“I want to commend 
Speaker Mariano and 
Chairman Michlewitz on 
an impressive and com-
prehensive budget that 
addresses the needs of the 
Commonwealth at one of 
the most unpredictable 
times in the nation’s his-
tory,” said Rep. Ann-Mar-
garet Ferrante, Vice Chair 
of House Ways & Means 
(D-Gloucester). “The eco-
nomic development mea-
sures and strong social 
service supports position 
Massachusetts to recover 
from the pandemic and 
continue growing.”

The FY22 House bud-
get reflects the  local 
aid  commitment recently 
made by the House and 
Senate. It increases Un-
restricted General Gov-
ernment Aid (UGGA) by 
$39.5 million over FY21 
for a total of $1.168 bil-
lion and  Chapter 70 edu-
cation funding  by $219.6 
million over FY21 for a 
total of $5.503 billion, ful-
ly funding the first year of 
a six-year implementation 
plan of the Student Op-
portunity Act (SOA). En-
acted in 2019 to support 
equitable funding for our 
most vulnerable students, 
the Legislature’s funding 
schedule ensures the SOA 
remains on track to be ful-
ly implemented over the 
course of seven years as 
opposed to the Governor’s 
budget proposal.

The House’s FY22 
budget also creates a $40 
million  enrollment re-
serve fund  to help school 
districts whose fall en-
rollment is negatively 
impacted as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. To help students with 
the consequences of pro-
longed remote learning 

and address the full educa-
tional and social-emotion-
al needs of students, the 
budget provides $15 mil-
lion for summer education 
and supportive services. 

Additional education 
funding allocations in-
clude:

•$367 million for Spe-
cial Education Circuit 
Breaker;

•$154 million for Char-
ter School Aid;

•$82 million for Re-
gional Transportation; and

•$14 million for Home-
less Student Transporta-
tion.

Continuing the House’s 
commitment to high-qual-
ity  early education and 
care (EEC), the FY22 bud-
get includes a $20 million 
investment in rate increas-
es for child care providers 
across Massachusetts.

Other early education 
and care funding initia-
tives include:

•$15 million for Head 
Start grants;

•$12 million for child 
care resource and referral 
agencies;

•$5 million for EEC 
higher education provider 
opportunities; and

•$2.5 million for early 
childhood mental health 
grants.

Building on Speaker 
Mariano’s priority to en-
sure Massachusetts resi-
dents from diverse back-
grounds have access to 
meaningful educational 
opportunities, the House 
budget invests in  higher 
education allocating $571 
million for the University 
of Massachusetts system, 
$315 million for commu-
nity colleges, and $291 
million for state univer-
sities. The budget also 
includes a $10 million 
increase in scholarship 
funding over last fiscal 
year for a new total of 
$130 million, and funds 
the community colleges 
SUCCESS Fund at $10.5 
million and the STEM 
Starter Academy at $4.75 
million.

The budget also in-
cludes large investments 
in  labor and economic 
development,  such as the 
creation of a trust fund 
dedicated to job training 
for the offshore wind in-
dustry to be administered 
by the Massachusetts 
Clean Energy Center. This 

budget makes an initial 
deposit into this fund of 
$10 million to establish 
and grow technical train-
ing programs in our public 
higher education system 
and vocational-techni-
cal institutions. The fund 
will also prioritize grants 
and scholarships to adult 
learning providers, labor 
organizations, and public 
educational institutions 
to provide workers with 
greater access to these 
trainings. 

Additional investments 
include:

•$50 million for adult 
education;

•$24 million for Youth-
works Summer Jobs;

•$5 million for Small 
Business Technical Assis-
tance;

•  $5 million for Com-
munity Action Agency 
Operating and Outreach 
Support;

•$5 million investment 
in Local Tourism Recov-
ery Marketing; 

•$2.5 million for Urban 
Agenda Grants; and

•$2 million investment 
in Massachusetts Manu-
facturing Extension Part-
nership.

The Commonwealth’s 
commitment to  Mass-
Health remains one of the 
largest drivers of the bud-
get. In FY22 the House 
provides $18.969 billion 
to fully fund its caseload, 
which has increased as 
more residents became 
eligible during the pan-
demic. The House’s FY22 
budget accurately reflects 
this enrollment growth, 
showing the necessary in-
crease in spending beyond 
what was included in the 
Governor’s budget pro-
posal, while also factoring 
in the increased Federal 
Medical Assistance Per-
centage (FMAP) reim-
bursement levels.

Many of the House 
FY22 budget’s most sig-
nificant increases rep-
resent essential services 
and programs that serve 
Massachusetts’ most vul-
nerable residents, includ-
ing $771.1 million for the 
Department of Transition-
al Assistance to maintain 
support to families, at-
risk parents, victims of 
intergenerational trauma, 
seniors, and persons with 
disabilities. Other nota-
ble health and human ser-

vices  investments include 
$30 million for Emer-
gency Food Assistance, 
$13 million for Healthy 
Incentives Program, and 
$500,000 for a public 
awareness campaign on 
the contraceptive AC-
CESS Law.

The House’s FY22 bud-
get also includes funding 
for housing and homeless-
ness prevention, investing 
$22 million in direct ap-
propriations for Residen-
tial Assistance for Fami-
lies in Transition (RAFT) 
Program to promote hous-
ing stability and combat 
the threat of evictions. 
The budget also includes 
$148 million for the Mas-
sachusetts Rental Voucher 
Program (MRVP) and $84 
million for public housing 
subsidies.

Additional investments 
for individuals and youth 
include:

•$56.4 million for 
Homeless Individuals 
Shelters;

•$12.5 million for 
the Alternative Hous-
ing Voucher Program 
(AHVP); 

•$12 million for Rent-
al Subsidies for eligible 
DMH Clients; and

•$8 million for Un-
accompanied Homeless 
Youth.

The budget funds 
the  Department of De-
velopmental Services  at 
$2.29 billion, aimed to 
support individuals with 
developmental disabilities 
and their families. It in-
cludes $219.9 million for 
Day and Work programs; 
$84.9 million for Re-
spite Family Supports; a 
$55.4 million increase for 
DDS’ Turning 22 class; a 
$7 million investment in 
transportation services; 
and $23.4 million for head 
injury treatment services.

Reflecting the Legisla-
ture’s strong commitment 
to providing access to care 
and treatment for individ-
uals with a  substance use 
disorder, the budget al-
locates $160 million for 
the Bureau of Substance 
Addiction Services, in-
cluding support for the 
MA-Access to Recovery 
program and targeted in-
vestments in five addi-
tional recovery centers. 
The budget also provides 
funding for low-threshold 
housing for people expe-

riencing homelessness, 
mental health disorders 
and at risk for HIV; outpa-
tient and mobile services 
for persons with disabili-
ties; and treatment at cor-
rectional facilities.

In an effort to ensure 
every resident has equal 
access to the criminal jus-
tice system, the House’s 
FY22 budget includes a 
$775 million investment 
in the Trial Court; $35 mil-
lion for the Massachusetts 
Legal Assistance Corpo-
ration,; and increases for 
Prisoners’ Legal Services 
and Mental Health Le-
gal Advisors. The budget 
also renews commitments 
made by the state’s crim-
inal justice reform, such 
as $11.1 million for com-
munity-based re-entry 
programs, and $4 million 
in pre- and post-release 
services.

The budget also con-
tinues the House’s focus 
on  environmental and 
climate protection  by in-
cluding $312.6 million in 
funding for environmental 
services, which includes 
increases for state parks, 
environmental protection, 
and the endangered spe-
cies programs. Additional 
investments include mil-
lions for hazardous waste 
site cleanups, river ways 
protection and access, and 
Clean Water Trust con-
tract assistance.

The House budget 
makes the MEFA college 
savings tax deduction 
permanent, creates a com-
mission to develop rec-
ommendations and best 
practices for responses to 
mental health emergen-
cies, and creates a new 
program to approve rural 
growth funds that would 
invest in small businesses 
in rural communities. It 
also eliminates the sunset 
on the Film Tax Credit 
and increases the Conser-
vation Land Tax Credit.

Speaker Mariano and 
the House Ways & Means 
Committee introduced 
their FY22 budget on 
April 14, 2021, following 
a review of the Gover-
nor’s proposal and a series 
of budget hearings. After  
three days of debate and 
over a thousand proposed 
amendments, the budget 
passed by the House of 
Representatives 160-0 and 
now goes to the Senate.

Massachusetts House passes Fiscal Year 2022 budget



Page 10	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, May 5, 2021

Richard Giordano of 
Revere, formerly of East 
Boston, passed away on 
April 30 at the age of 75. 

Richard worked as a 
police officer for 37 years 
at Boston University. In 
his spare time, he enjoyed 
watching war movies, 
old westerns and shows 
on military history. He 
will be missed by all who 
knew him.

The cherished son of 
the late Albert and Seraf-
ina (Castorina) Giordano, 
he was the beloved hus-
band for 35 years of Patri-
cia (Jones), devoted father 
of Stacey Zolla and her 
husband, Christopher of 
Derry, NH, Richard Gior-
dano and his wife, Kristen 
of Pelham, NH, loving 
step-father to Robin No-

ble of Wakefield, Melissa 
Haugh of North Carolina 
and Jeffery Blanchard of 
North Carolina. He also 
leaves behind 12 grand-
children. 

A graveside service 
will be held at Woodlawn 
Cemetery on Friday, May 
7 at 11 a.m. For guest 
book please visit  www.
buonfiglio.com.

To place a  memoriam 
in the Times Free Press, 
please call 781-485-0588

Please visit eastietimes.com

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

LEGAL NOTICE

Richard Giordano
Boston University Police Officer for 37 Years

Happy Mother’s Day
Rosemarie 

(Mona) Leone
—  May 9th 2021  —
It has been 7 long years 

that we couldn’t celebrate 
Mother’s Day with you, to see 

your beautiful smile, and hear your voice, 
seeing you sit in your chair at the kitchen table 

drinkin Dunkin iced cofee and scratching tickets.
It will never be the same again.

We will miss and love you forever our 
“Beautiful Guardian Angel”

Love Always,
Your Loving Husband

Children, and Grandchildren

Staff Report

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration last week 
announced $8.8 million 
in additional grants and 
contracts to communi-
ty-based organizations as 
part of the Massachusetts 
Vaccine Equity Initiative 
to increase awareness and 
access to the COVID-19 
vaccine in the 20 cities 
and towns hardest hit by 
the pandemic. The awards 
are part of the Adminis-
tration’s investment of 
$27.4 million in feder-
al funds  announced in 
March.

The funds, which will 
be distributed to select 
community- and faith-
based organizations state-
wide, include $6.8 million 
to 25 organizations over 
24 months to reduce bar-
riers to vaccination for 
priority communities and 
populations most dispro-
portionately impacted by 
COVID-19.

Community-based or-
ganizations, community 
health centers, and behav-
ioral health centers will 
provide guidance about 
vaccine eligibility, assis-
tance to register for online 
appointments and transla-
tion services, among other 
supports. Services will be 
delivered by bilingual and 
bicultural staff and com-
munity health workers, 
who have experience serv-
ing priority populations.

“As we continue to fo-
cus on the unequal bur-
den of the COVID-19 

pandemic on individuals 
in our hardest hit cities 
and towns, we’re work-
ing hand in hand with 
communities on vaccine 
outreach and access ef-
forts,”  said Public Health 
Commissioner Monica 
Bharel, MD, MPH. “That 
means building trust and 
confidence in vaccine 
safety and efficacy and 
helping eligible residents 
overcome barriers to get 
vaccinated.”

Organizations will re-
ceive funding to directly 
administer vaccination 
to groups that were not 
reached by other outreach 
efforts. These organiza-
tions can be deployed to 
smaller venues with pop-
ulations that may require 
more intensive one-on-
one vaccination support, 
such as substance use dis-
order treatment facilities, 
places of worship, home-
less encampments, food 
pantries/congregate meal 
locations, LGBTQ+ com-
munity programs, shelters 
and day programs, and 
immigrant assistance cen-
ters.

Award Recipients are: 
•Boston Medical Center
•Cambridge Health Al-

liance
•East Boston Neighbor-

hood Health Center
•Dimock Community 

Health Center
•Fenway Health
•Lynn Community 

Health Center 
Community-based or-

ganizations who serve 
the  20 priority commu-

nities, and beyond those 
communities, the  priori-
ty populations  who have 
been disproportionately 
impacted by COVID-19 
may apply for fund-
ing here.

An additional $1.96 
million in funding is 
being administered by 
Health Resources in Ac-
tion (HRiA) in partnership 
with the Massachusetts 
Department of Public 
Health. These funds are 
being awarded to 38 orga-
nizations to support their 
efforts to expand vaccine 
education and awareness 
that address the specific 
needs of Black, Indige-
nous, Latinx, Asian, and 
other communities of 
color within the 20 pri-
oritized communities. As 
part of an initial round 
of funding that began in 
December, 20 awardees 
have already begun com-
munity outreach, commu-
nication, and education. 
This latest award supple-
ments that initial funding 
and will support 18 ad-
ditional community and 
faith-based organizations 
serving the 20 prioritized 
communities, with a focus 
on those disproportionate-
ly impacted. 

Newly Funded Organi-
zations:

• Asian Women for 
Health

• Black Boston 
COVID-19 Coalition In-
ternational Institute of 
New England, Inc.

• Multicultural AIDS 
Coalition 

• The Massachusetts 
Coalition for the Home-
less

• North Shore Latino 
Business Association

• Greater Lowell Health 
Alliance 

• The Joint Committee 
for Children’s Health Care

• The Psychological 
Center

• Malden YWCA 
• Community Econom-

ic Development Center
• The Latino Health In-

surance Program, Inc.
• Brockton Area 

Multi-Services, Inc.
• Elevate New England 
• Latinos Unidos en 

Massachusetts
• Jewish Family Service 

of Metrowest
• Synergy Partnership 
• New Life Community 

Empowerment Center
  Announced by the 

Baker-Polito Administra-
tion in February 2021, the 
Vaccine Equity Initiative 
focuses on 20 cities and 
towns with the greatest 
COVID-19 case burden, 
taking into account social 
determinants of health 
and the disproportionate 
impact of COVID-19 on 
Black, Indigenous, People 
of Color (BIPOC). These 
communities are Boston, 
Brockton, Chelsea, Ever-
ett, Fall River, Fitchburg, 
Framingham, Haver-
hill, Holyoke, Lawrence, 
Leominster, Lowell, 
Lynn, Malden, Methuen, 
New Bedford, Randolph, 
Revere, Springfield, and 
Worcester.

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
ORDER FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING
Docket No.
SU20D1476DR
Remberto Alarcon
vs.
Sindy Paola
Rosales Moradel
Upon motion of plain-
tiff(s) for an order di-
recting the defendant(s), 
to appear, plead, or 
answer, in accordance 
with Mass.R.Civ.P./
Mass.R.Dom.Rel.P. Rule 
4, it appearing to the 
court that this is an 
action for Divorce 1B.
Pursuant to Supple-
mental Probate Court 
Rule 411, an Automatic 
Restraining Order has 
been entered against the 
above named parties. 
Defendant cannot be 
found within the Com-
monwealth and his/her 
present whereabouts 
are unknown. Personal 
service on defendant is 
therefore not practicable, 
and defendant has not 
voluntarily appeared in 
this action.
It is Ordered that 
defendant is directed to 
appear, plead, answer, 
or otherwise move with 
6/10/2021.
If you fail to do so this 
Court will proceed to a 
hearing and adjudication 
of this matter.
Date: 4/08/2021
Megan H. Christopher
Justice of Probate and 
Family Court

5/5/21
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

NOTICE AND ORDER:

Petition for 
Appointment of
Guardian of a 
Minor
Docket No.
SU20P0488GD
Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
In the interests
Of: Jalina Estrada
Of:East Boston, MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
A hearing on a Petition 
for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor 
filed on 03/10/2020 
by Theresa Clark of East 
Boston, MA will be held 
05/11/2021 9:00 AM 
Guardianship of Minor 
Hearing. Located Go to 
Zoom.us or call 646-828-
7666, ID#1612617215. 
You may respond by 
filing a written response 
to the Petition or by ap-
pearing in person at the 
hearing. If you choose to 
file a written response, 
you need to:
File the original with the 
Court; and
Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before 
the hearing.
The minor (or an adult 
on behalf of the minor) 
has the right to request 
that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the 
subject of this proceeding 
you have a right to 
be represented by an 
attorney. If you want 
an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and 
if you give proof that you 
are indigent, an attorney 
will be assigned to you. 
Your request for an 
attorney should be made 
immediately by filling 
out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the applica-
tion form in person or by 
mail at the court location 
where your case is going 
to be heard.
A minor over age 14 has 
the right to be present 
at any hearing, unless 
the Court finds that it is 
not in the minor’s best 

interests.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: 
An important court pro-
ceeding that may affect 
your rights has been 
scheduled. If you do not 
understand this notice 
or other court papers, 
please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice.
Date: April 29, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for 
Appointment of
Guardian of a 
Minor
Docket No.
SU20P1000GD
Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
In the interests
Of: Jasmine M.
Estrade-Clark
Of:East Boston, MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
A hearing on a Petition 
for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor 
filed on 06/23/2020 
by Theresa Clark of East 
Boston, MA will be held 
05/11/2021 9:00 AM 
Guardianship of Minor 
Hearing. Located Go to 
Zoom.us or call 646-828-
7666, ID#1612617215. 
You may respond by 
filing a written response 
to the Petition or by ap-
pearing in person at the 
hearing. If you choose to 
file a written response, 
you need to:
File the original with the 
Court; and
Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before 
the hearing.
The minor (or an adult 
on behalf of the minor) 
has the right to request 
that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the 
subject of this proceeding 
you have a right to 
be represented by an 
attorney. If you want 
an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and 
if you give proof that you 
are indigent, an attorney 
will be assigned to you. 
Your request for an 
attorney should be made 
immediately by filling 
out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the applica-
tion form in person or by 
mail at the court location 
where your case is going 
to be heard.
A minor over age 14 has 
the right to be present 
at any hearing, unless 
the Court finds that it is 
not in the minor’s best 
interests.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: 
An important court pro-
ceeding that may affect 
your rights has been 
scheduled. If you do not 
understand this notice 
or other court papers, 
please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice.
Date: April 29, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

5/5/21
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LEGAL NOTICE
THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANS-
PORTATION – HIGHWAY 

DIVISION
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING WEBINAR

Project File No. 606476
A Live Virtual Design Pub-
lic Hearing will be held 
to present the design for 
the proposed Sumner 
Centennial project in 
Boston, MA.
WHEN:	 Wednesday, 
May 19, 2020, 6:00 
PM.-8:00 PM
WHERE: 	 https://
virtualmeeting.link/
sumner-DPH	
Passcode: 321308 
Webinar ID: 880 0481 
6749
Dial in option:888 788 
0099 

PURPOSE:	 The purpose 
of this hearing webinar 
is to provide the public 
with the opportunity to 
become fully acquainted 
with the proposed 
Sumner Centennial 
project.  All views and 
comments submitted in 
response to the webinar 
will be reviewed and 
considered to the maxi-
mum extent possible.
PROPOSAL:	 The pro-
posed project consists 
of resurfacing the 
tunnel roadway including 
pavement and lane 
markings; rehabilitating 
the overhead arch and 
ceiling, including deterio-
rating suspended ceiling 
supports; restoring the 
historic portal facades 
and addressing the func-
tional system deficiencies 
of the Sumner Tunnel in 
an accelerated manner 
to minimize the overall 
duration of impacts to 
the travelling public and 
surrounding communi-
ties. Once the project 
has been complete, the 
Sumner Tunnel will meet 
modern fire and life 
safety codes with fire-
proofing, fire standpipe, 
fire alarm and CCTV 
upgrades. The tunnel will 
feature new LED lighting 
and security systems; 
new utility conduits 
and cables under the 
roadway deck which will 
improve cell phone, GPS, 
and radio service inside 
the tunnel. 
A secure right-of-way 
is necessary for this 
project. Acquisitions in 
fee and permanent or 
temporary easements 
may be required. The 
Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts is responsible 
for acquiring all needed 
rights in private or public 
lands. MassDOT’s policy 
concerning land acquisi-
tions will be presented in 
the webinar. Right-of-way 
plans can be made avail-
able to affected property 
owners upon request.
Project inquiries, written 
statements and other 
exhibits regarding the 
proposed undertaking 
may be submitted to
Patricia A. Leavenworth, 

P.E., Chief Engineer, via 
e-mail to MassDOTPro-
jectManagement@dot.
state.ma.us or
via US Mail to Suite 
6340, 10 Park Plaza, 
Boston, MA 02116, At-
tention: Project Manage-
ment, Project File No.
606476. Statements and 
exhibits intended for 
inclusion in the public 
hearing transcript must 
be emailed or
postmarked no later 
than ten (10) business 
days after the hearing is 
posted to the MassDOT 
website listed below.
This hearing is accessible 
to people with disabili-
ties. MassDOT provides 
reasonable accommoda-
tions and/or language 
assistance free of charge 
upon request (e.g inter-
preters in American Sign 
Language and languages 
other than English, 
live captioning, videos, 
assistive listening devices 
and alternate material 
formats), as available. 
For accommodation or 
language assistance, 
please contact MassDOT’s 
Chief Diversity and Civil 
Rights Officer by phone 
(857-368-8580), TTD/
TTY at (857) 266-0603, 
fax (857) 368-0602 or 
by email (MassDOT.Civil-
Rights@dot.state.ma.us). 
Requests should be made 
as soon as possible prior 
to the meeting, and for 
more difficult to arrange 
services including 
sign-language, CART or 
language translation or 
interpretation, requests 
should be made at least 
ten business days before 
the hearing.
This Virtual Design Public 
Hearing or a cancellation 
announcement will be 
posted on the internet at
www.mass.gov/mass-
dot-highway-design-pub-
lic-hearings. 
JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRA-
TOR	
PATRICIA A. LEAVEN-
WORTH, P.E.
CHIEF ENGINEER

5/5/21, 5/6/21
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Officials award $8.8 million for COVID-19 vaccine in priority areas

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416
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37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                     PRICE

Chu, Andy	 119 Barnes Avenue LLC	 119 Barnes Ave #2            	 $595,000
Montesinos, Israel	 Matos, Priscilla E    	 193 Chelsea St #3           	 $349,000
Guadagnin, Eleonora	 Mt 243 Condor Street LLC	 243 Condor St #3             	 $725,000
Bhatt, Hemang          	 Mt 243 Condor Street LLC	 243 Condor St #4           	 $740,000
Manousaridis, Nicholaos 	 Coppersmith Way LLC	 1 Coppersmith Way #1     	 $432,000
Shrestha, Anita    	 Quoc-Lam, Kevin N    	 227 Everett St #6           	 $310,000
Adams, Margo N	 Tays Realty LLC	 115 Falcon St #1            	 $737,000
Man, Hil L	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #202          	 $445,000
Chen, Tom	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #217      	 $770,000
Manidis, Tatiana	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #303           	 $625,000
Belger, John G        	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #304         	 $655,000
Xin, Zhimei	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #305       	 $640,000
Liu, Yawen	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #316       	 $1,010,000
Wu, Lining       	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #318        	 $960,000
Porres, Gary	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #320             	 $615,000
Wang, Yuxuan	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #412    	 $1,220,000
Man, Subaron	 Woodside, Edward     	 26 Lexington St          	 $579,900
Etheridge, Dylan T	 New Ephesus LLC	 137 Leyden St      	 $780,000
Resnicow, Benjamin	 191 London LLC	 191 London St     	 $950,000
Dasilva, Andre M    	 Furfaro, Stephanie F	 24 Montmorenci Ave        	 $789,000
Pasquale, Michael A    	 Firger, Andrew J	 71 Morris St #1               	 $370,000
Voigt, Natasha L     	 Trichilo Development LLC	 1132 Saratoga St #1        	 $525,000
Restrepo, Daniel        	 Perlera Properties LLC	 145 Saratoga St             	 $1,120,000
Shen, Andy           	 Winthrop Maverick LLC	 4-8 Winthrop St #401    	 $920,000

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Apartment for Rent - Broad-
sound Ave, Revere
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, washer/
dryer hook up, large rooms with 
lots of closet space/ Attic stor-
age area, off street parking for 
3 car. NO smoking - NO pets. 2 
prior rental references required. 
First and last months.
$2,500 per month

No utilities included. Call 781-
289-5107
__________

WINTHROP
Spacious 1st floor 1 berm with 
large deck.
Ideal for single professional
Small pets accepted.
Call 617-846-2710

REVERE
Furnished Room for Rent
Beachmont Revere
Shared Kitchen & Bath
10 minute walk to Beachmont T 
& Ocean
$800/mo
339-224-3839
4/28

FURNISHED ROOM 
FOR RENT

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

2 col. x 2 inch
$240.00 for 
3 Months 

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

PLASTERING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

ROOFING 

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE IN  OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY CALL 781-485-0588 

OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

S O N N Y ’ S 
IMMEDIATE 

ROOFING
Residential & Commercial
• All type Roofing & Repairs

• Licensed & Insured
• Snow & Ice Removal

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

BOOK 
NOW 
AND 
SAVE

SPECIALS 
FOR THE 
SEASON

Always the Best Value

Roofing & Siding
by V.S.R.

Our goal is to provide our customers with 
the highest quality material and 

professional installations in the business.”
–J.B.

“

Custom Porches & Decks  
Windows  Gutters  Commercial 
Flat & Rubber Roofs 

Free Estimates
781-520-1699 

Licensed & Insured General Contractor

Staff Report

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration last week an-
nounced the establishment 
of summer learning oppor-
tunities and the availability 
of more than $70 million 
in funding for school dis-
tricts and community orga-
nizations to offer summer 
learning and recreational 
programs that will help stu-
dents, who have been im-
pacted by a year of remote 
and hybrid learning, grow 
academically and socially.

Students at every grade 
level will have opportuni-
ties to take part in a mix of 
academic and recreational 
programs offered at schools, 
after-school providers, 
community colleges and 

recreation sites. Gov. Char-
lie Baker, Lt. Gov. Karyn 
Polito, Education Secretary 
James Peyser and Elementa-
ry and Secondary Education 
Commissioner Jeffrey C. 
Riley made the announce-
ment while visiting Galvin 
Middle School in Canton, 
where school officials are 
planning to boost learning 
opportunities for students 
this summer.

•Acceleration Academies
The Department of El-

ementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) will 
help school districts launch 
Acceleration Academies, 
which allow students to 
learn and build skills work-
ing intensively on one 
subject in small, hands-on 
learning environments with 

excellent teachers.
Students benefit from 

small class sizes, longer 
uninterrupted instructional 
blocks, individualized at-
tention, project-based les-
sons and teacher flexibility 
for learning time. The Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
will commit up to $25 mil-
lion in grants for districts to 
operate Acceleration Acade-
mies using federal Elemen-
tary and Secondary School 
Emergency Response (ES-
SER) discretionary funds. 
This will be a multi-year 
program that the Depart-
ment anticipates will impact 
more than 50,000 students 
statewide each year.

Acceleration Academies 
will include: 

*Early Literacy Acade-

State officials launch summer learning programs and organizations
mies for incoming kinder-
garteners, rising first and 
second graders; and

*Math Acceleration 
Academies for rising third 
and fourth graders, as well 
as eighth and 10th graders.

•Summer School Match-
ing Grants

DESE will also offer 
summer school matching 
grants, up to $15 million 
in federal ESSER funds, 
for school districts to offer 
four-to-six-week, in-per-
son programs with a mix 
of in-person academic and 
recreational activities. The 
Department is making these 
funds available to schools 
to enhance or expand their 
existing summer programs 
while also including mental 
health services and addition-
al supports for students with 
individualized education 
plans and English learners.

•Summer Acceleration to 
College

High school graduates 

from the Class of 2021 
will be able to participate 
in Summer Acceleration 
to College, a new program 
that provides recent gradu-
ates access to credit-bearing 
math and English courses at 
no cost to them as they pre-
pare for college.

Fourteen community col-
leges in the Commonwealth 
will participate in this pro-
gram, expected to be funded 
at $1 million. 

•Summer Step Up
The Department of Early 

Education and Care (EEC) 
will support school districts 
to offer Summer Step Up, a 
new program aimed at giv-
ing extra support to young 
learners entering school in 
the fall.

In addition to these pro-
grams, the Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration will: 

•Provide early literacy 
tutoring grants this sum-
mer and during the 2021-22 
school year, funded at $10 

million.
•Launch a new K-8 Math 

Acceleration program to 
help teachers increase stu-
dent learning over the sum-
mer and throughout the 
school year.

•Expand the Biggest Win-
ner Math Challenge – which 
was piloted last summer – to 
serve approximately 2,500 
gifted math students, costing 
approximately $2.5 million.

•Offer college courses 
over the summer for rising 
high school juniors and se-
niors who are enrolled in 
approved Early College pro-
grams, costing approximate-
ly $1 million.

•Help camps and commu-
nity organizations expand 
educational enrichment as 
part of their existing sum-
mer programs by making at 
least $3 million in funding 
available.

To learn more, please 
contact DESESummerPro-
gramming@mass.gov.

Apply  in Person
920 Broadway, Revere

NEW DEAL 
FRUIT

ALL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE
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Staff Report

The FY22 budget, ap-
proved April 26 by the 
MBTA’s Fiscal and Man-
agement Control Board, 
includes a commitment to 
fully fund the T’s Transit 
Priority Group, a special 
unit dedicated to deliv-
ering bus lanes, transit 
signal priority (TSP), 
and collaborative plan-
ning programs with ser-
vice-area municipalities. 
The four-person team has 
dramatically accelerated 
the MBTA’s planning and 
project delivery capacity 

for bus priority projects, 
which are proven to make 
transit faster and more re-
liable.

Since its creation in 
2019, the MBTA Tran-
sit Priority Group has 
been funded with gener-
ous grant support from 
the Barr Foundation as a 
part of their philanthropic 
commitment to addressing 
climate change and ad-
vancing equitable mobili-
ty in Metro Boston.

“In the last few years, 
the MBTA’s bus priority 
network has gone from a 
couple streets along the 

Silver Line to a robust 
web of corridors spanning 
ten cities and towns across 
our service area. These 
targeted improvements, 
which are aimed at making 
bus service more reliable 
on some of the region’s 
most congested roadways, 
are a key component of 
the MBTA’s Better Bus 
Project, a broad-rang-
ing, multi-year initiative 
aimed at transforming 
our bus system,” said 
MBTA General Manager 
Steve Poftak. “The MBTA 
would not have been able 
to make these advances without the steadfast com-

mitment and partnership 
of the Barr Foundation.”

Since the Transit Pri-
ority Group’s launch in 
2019, 13.6 miles of bus 
lanes have been construct-
ed on Metro Boston road-
ways, bringing the total 
region-wide network to 
nearly 20 miles. These 
reliability benefits have 
had a far-reaching impact. 
While 3 percent of passen-
ger miles travelled are in 
bus lanes, reliability bene-
fits extend to 41 percent of 
passenger miles travelled 
systemwide.

“A decade ago, rapid, 
reliable, high-quality bus 
service was something 
few in Metro Boston had 
even heard of or believed 
was possible here. Now, 
it’s becoming a reality 
with potential to improve 
the transit experience for 
thousands of bus riders 
every day,” said Senior 
Program Officer at the 
Barr Foundation Lisa Ja-
cobson. “The Barr Foun-
dation was pleased to help 
launch the Transit Priori-
ty Group at the MBTA to 
bring world-leading ideas 
to help solve congestion, 
access, and climate chal-

lenges in our communi-
ties.”

Notable projects spear-
headed by the Transit Pri-
ority Group since 2019 
include:

• A  first-of-its-kind 
transit facility in Metro 
Boston: a center-running 
bus lane project current-
ly under construction on 
Columbus Avenue in Rox-
bury and Jamaica Plain to 
dramatically improve bus 
service reliability, acces-
sibility, and rider comfort.

• An unprecedented re-
gional joint procurement 
effort  led in partnership 
with MAPC to signifi-
cantly reduce construc-
tion costs for quick-build 
transit and active trans-
portation projects for 13 
metropolitan area munici-
palities, which the MBTA 
estimates will save tax-
payers a projected $2 mil-
lion over the course of this 
year.

• In response to 
COVID-19 service needs 
leading to the implemen-
tation of the MBTA’s Rap-
id Response Bus Lanes 
Program, a partnership 
with the cities of Boston, 
Somerville, Everett, and 
Chelsea to build up to 14 

new bus lane miles on crit-
ical transit corridors.

• Working with Mass-
DOT and six different mu-
nicipalities to deliver 10 
Shared Streets and Spaces 
and Shared Winter Streets 
and Spaces projects.

• Expanding bus pri-
ority projects to several 
new municipalities, in-
cluding Chelsea,  Malden, 
and Lynn.

• Continuing previously 
initiated projects such as 
implementing TSP on the 
Green Line in Brookline 
and Boston.

In the next several 
months, the Transit Priori-
ty Group is working close-
ly with four municipalities 
to deliver more than four 
miles of bus lanes, stan-
dardize the preferred de-
sign approaches through 
a bus speed and reliability 
toolkit, and kick off a re-
gional collaboration to de-
fine the next generation of 
TSP for Metro Boston.

For more information,  
visit  www.mbta.com/bus-
priority  or connect with 
the T on Twitter @MBTA, 
Facebook  /TheMBTA, or 
Instagram @MBTApics.

More than 400 common 
disinfectants currently in 
use could be made safer 
for people and the envi-
ronment with the simple 
application of UVC light, 
a new study from the Uni-
versity of Waterloo shows.

Benzalkonium chlo-
ride (BAK) is the most 
common active ingredi-
ent in many disinfectants 
regularly used in hos-
pitals, households, and 
food processing plants 
to protect against a wide 
range of viruses and bac-
teria – including all strains 
of SARS-CoV-2, the 
coronavirus that causes 
COVID-19 – but its toxic-
ity means that it can’t be 
used in high concentra-
tions. It also means that 
products containing BAK 
are harmful to humans and 
the environment.

Researchers at Water-
loo discovered that the 

chemical’s toxicity could 
be fully neutralized using 
ultraviolet light (UVC) 
when tested on cultured 
human corneal cells.

“Our results show that 
a disinfecting procedure 
using BAK followed by 
UVC radiation can mini-
mize the harmful effect of 
BAK residues on humans 
and the environment,” 
said Dr. David McCanna 
of Waterloo’s Department 
of Optometry & Vision 
Science. “Such a proce-
dure also has a great po-
tential to maximize the 
disinfection efficacy by 
utilizing two different an-
timicrobial mechanisms.

“As the pandemic con-
tinues, our findings are 
especially important as it 
provides another meth-
od to make our hospitals, 
food, homes, and the envi-
ronment safer.”

While an important 

ingredient for a disinfec-
tant’s efficacy, BAK is a 
severe human skin and 
eye irritant. The chemi-
cal’s high toxicity limits 
the ability to use products 
with a high concentration 
of BAK to better protect 
against harmful viruses 
and bacteria. High levels 
of BAK residue are also 
harmful to the environ-
ment, proving especially 
toxic to fish, aquatic inver-
tebrates, and birds.

After exposing a BAK 
solution to germicidal ul-
traviolet-C lamps, they 
applied the solution to 
cultured human corneal 
cells for five minutes and 
analyzed for cell metabol-
ic activity and viability. 
The BAK solutions were 
completely neutralized 
by UVC as the solutions 
no longer harmed the cul-
tured human corneal epi-
thelial cells.

“With concerns about 
the spread of COVID-19, 
people are utilizing prod-
ucts with BAK as an ac-
tive ingredient more than 
ever,” said Waterloo alum-
nus and lead author Dr. 
Manlong Xu, who is cur-
rently a clinical research 
fellow in the University of 
Alberta’s Department of 

Ophthalmology and Visu-
al Science.

“For many industries, 
there is the demand to 
improve the efficacy of 
standard disinfection pro-
cedures, while also keep-
ing in mind any potential 
negative impact on the en-
vironment.”

The study,  Neutraliza-

tion of the eye and skin 
irritant benzalkonium 
chloride using UVC radi-
ation,  authored by Water-
loo’s Faculty of Science’s 
Dr. McCanna and Dr. Ja-
cob Sivak and Dr. Xu was 
recently published in the 
journal Cutaneous and 
Ocular Toxicology.

Disinfectants could be made safer

MBTA Control Board commits to funding the Transit

More than 400 common disinfectants currently in use could be made safer.
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