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Mother’s Out
Front, AIR Inc.,
provide air
purifiers to
Little Folks Day
Care in Eastie

By John Lynds

Last week, Air Partners
installed “Austin Air” air
filters as well as air quality
sensors into classrooms at
Little Folks Community
Daycare Center on Tren-
ton Street.

Working with the East
Boston chapter of Moth-
ers Out Front and AIR,
Inc. (Airport Impact Re-
lief Inc.) the program is
to develop a creative at-
mosphere in which all
children can thrive, emo-
tionally, physically and in-
tellectually through clean
air.

“Air quality is of ex-
treme importance for the
teachers as well as the
students,” said Mothers
Out Front Coordinator
Sonja Tengblad. “These
air sensors will help En-
vironmental Engineer
Scott Hersey and his team
at Olin College quantify
the reduction in expo-
sure to particles in nine
classrooms at Little Folks
as well as across their
three locations the Dante
Alighieri School and East
Boston Social Center.”

Air Partners has been
an advocate for clean air
in East Boston since 2018
and is already running air
quality monitoring pilot
programs at the Dante
Alighieri School and East
Boston Social Center.

Professor Hersey and
his team collected filter
efficacy data on the air
quality in those spaces af-
ter installing filters in each

See AIR Page 2

Environmental Engineer
Scott Hersey and his team
at Olin College installed
“Austin Air” air filters as well
as air quality sensors into
classrooms at Little Folks
Community Daycare Center
on Trenton Street last week.

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Above, Soup Kitchen vol-
unteers were busy bagging
meals for distribution last
Tuesday during U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Press-
ley’s visit. Above,

Right, U.S. Congresswoman
Ayanna Pressley volunteered
at the East Boston Community
Soup Kitchen. Pressley was on

hand to see how the newly adopted American Rescue Plan is helping on a local level.

U.S. Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley pitches
in at the East Boston Community Soup Kitchen

By John Lynds

As a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, as
many as 25 million adults
and 10 million children
may not always have ac-
cess to nutritious food.

The newly adopted
“American Rescue Plan”
is providing millions of
dollars  nationwide to
food distribution sites that
have been on the front
lines combating hunger
throughout the pandemic.

One of these sites, the
East Boston Community
Soup Kitchen (EBCSK),
was forced to shift gears,
and reinvent itself in the
age of COVID and social
distancing.

Since the
the pandemic, EBCSK
stopped serving in-per-
son meals on Tuesdays
at Our Saviour’s Luther-
an Church and became a
busy food distribution site
for the homeless and those
in need of a hot meal on

start of

Mondays and Tuesdays.

With generous support
through community dona-
tions, Boston Resiliency
Fund grants and now aid
from the American Rescue
Plan, EBCSK has been
able to continue its mis-
sion in Eastie.

Last Tuesday afternoon
U.S. Congresswoman
Ayanna Pressley visited
EBCSK to talk to volun-
teers and see first hand

See SOUP KITCHEN Page 7

Eastie Main Streets employees will benefit
from new MBTA and Bluebike pilot program

By John Lynds

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has exposed many
inequities in our society.
From the virus predomi-
nately affecting people of
color to essential work-
ers not having the luxury
of working from home
-- thus jeopardizing their
health and safety.

Many essential work-
ers who have been on
the frontlines throughout
the pandemic have relied
heavily on public trans-
portation.

Now a new pilot pro-
gram in East Boston and
other neighborhoods
heavily impacted by the

COVID-19  crisis  will
make public transporta-
tion more equitable for es-
sential workers.

Acting Boston May-
or Kim Janey announced
this week that the City of
Boston is piloting a new
program to offer up to a
$60 credit for MBTA and
Bluebikes passes for 1,000
employees who work in
Eastie’s Main Streets Dis-
trict, as well as employees
in four other Main Streets
Districts.

City officials have be-
gun registering employees
in Main Streets Districts
in Eastie, Mission Hill,
Jamaica Plain, Nubian
Square, and Fields Corner

for the pilot program. The
registration will end on
April 19.

These five Main Street
districts are all served by
MBTA subway and Blue-
bikes stations.

“Since the beginning of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
many essential workers
have continued to utilize
public transportation be-
cause they have been un-
able to work from home,”
said Janey. “I’m proud to
launch this pilot program
with the MBTA and Blue-
bikes to learn more about
the impacts on commuter
patterns when the cost of
public transit is covered.

See MBTA Page 2

Biden Administration

sends commemorative
Easter eggs to EBNHC

By John Lynds

In lieu of this year’s
White House Easter Egg
Roll, President Joseph
Biden and the First Lady
gifted the East Boston
Neighborhood Health
Center (EBNHC) with
800 commemorative Eas-
ter Eggs.

In return, EBNHC ad-
ministrators have distrib-
uted the eggs to staff and
to patients receiving vac-
cines across its four vac-
cination sites in Eastie,
Chelsea, Revere and the
South End.

“Receiving the White
House Easter Eggs from
President Biden and the
First Lady was a bright
light against the backdrop
of the past year,” said EB-
NHC president and CEO
Manny Lopes. “We dis-
tributed the eggs to our
hardworking staff who
have remained caring and
optimistic throughout the
pandemic and to our pa-
tients receiving the vac-
cine across our vaccina-
tion sites. We would like
to thank President Biden
and the First Lady for
helping us to spread cheer
during this spring season.”

The Easter Eggs came
with a special letter from
Deputy Assistant to the
President & Social Secre-
tary Carlos E. Elizondo to

Lopes.

“Dear Mr.  Lopes,
Greetings from the White
House,” the letter reads.
“On behalf of the Presi-
dent and the First Lady,
it is my pleasure to noti-
fy you that East Boston
Neighborhood Health
Center has been selected
as a recipient of the 2021
White House Commemo-
rative Easter Eggs. As you
may know, traditionally
the wooden Easter Eggs
are distributed to chil-
dren at the annual White
House Easter Egg Roll
on the South Lawn. Due
to COVID-19, this year’s
Easter Egg Roll has un-
fortunately been canceled.
Nevertheless, in the spirit
of the Easter season, the
President and First Lady
still want to share Eas-
ter cheer with Americans
across the nation. We hope
your site will assist their
mission and share these
Easter Eggs with frontline
workers, volunteers, and
members of your staff.”

The White House en-
couraged EBNHC to also
give any additional eggs
to community members
who get vaccinated at the
Health Center.

“Your  organization’s
efforts are a testament to
the hard work that needs

See EBNHC Page 6
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EBNHC President and CEO Manny Lopes holds up one of
the commemorative Easter Eggs sent to the Health Center
from President Joseph Biden and the First Lady.
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And as more workers be-
gin in return to workplac-
es, making transit more
accessible is critical to our
equitable recovery from
the pandemic.”

Janey said the goal of
the program is to incentiv-
ize employees returning
to work and workers who
currently drive to work to
use public transit. With an
expected increase in post-
COVID-19 traffic, the
City of Boston is piloting
this incentive program to
help alleviate small busi-
ness districts of conges-
tion and free up curb space
for local neighborhood
customers. The pilot pro-
gram also seeks to lessen
vehicular traffic to help
reduce its environmental
impact.

“We are excited to part-
ner with our local Main
Street Districts to pilot
free public transit options

for those working in Bos-
ton’s neighborhoods,”
said Transportation Com-
missioner Greg Rooney.
“Creating incentives to
use public transit or bike
to work options helps our
economy, our environment
and our local businesses.
As more workers plan on
restarting their commute,
the Boston Transportation
Department is committed
to exploring creative ways
to reduce traffic, carbon
emissions and support
Boston’s workers.”

The city managed pi-
lot program is aimed at
measuring how financial
incentives for public tran-
sit impact commuting be-
havior and will be phased
over the next two months.

Of the 1,000 qualified
workers, some individuals
will be randomly selected
to get an MBTA pass with
the full $60 credit loaded,

and the remainder of the
individuals will receive
smaller stipends over
time, which will end up
totaling $60.

Bluebikes pass-holders
will be able to take unlim-
ited trips during the two-
month period. Bluebikes
trips must be completed
within 45 minutes to avoid
usage charges. There is
no obligation to continue
paying for the Bluebikes
pass once the two months
are over.

Data from the pilot
program will be used to

supplement the city’s
long-term  transportation
demand management
strategy.

To learn more about
the pilot or to sign up for
the program, please visit:
boston.gov/FREEride or
text FREEride to 866-396-
0122.

Ail’ // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

school.

“Through  collabora-
tions with Mothers Out
Front East Boston and the
East Boston Social Cen-
ter, Air Partners decided to
focus its next program on
early childcare centers and
worked to identify spaces
with the most need in a
variety of categories such
as relation to flight paths,
demographics, as well as
age and mechanics of the
building,” said Tengblad.

Air Partners has also
collaborated with AIR Inc,
and Mothers Out Front
to launch a campaign fo-
cused on getting air fil-
ters into all Eastie public
school classrooms. “This
became even more crucial
when COVID hit,” said
Tengblad. “With a 360
percent increase in child-
hood asthma and double
the COPD rates, East Bos-
ton was challenged even
further with the highest
rates of COVID in Boston.
As a Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health
study outlined, people ex-
posed to higher levels of
ultrafine particulate matter
saw an 8 percent increase
in COVID mortality.”

Certain air filters like
Austin Air remove 75-82
percent of ultrafine par-
ticulate (UFP) pollution,
as well as 95 percent of
COVID-19 particles. In-
creased exposure to UFPs
is linked to behavioral
problems and develop-
mental delays in children.

“By lowering students’
exposure, studies are
showing that using spe-
cific brands and models
of air filters in classrooms
is one of the most cost-ef-
fective ways to lower the
achievement gap,” said
Tengblad. “This is of par-
ticular interest in com-
munities like East Boston
which is composed of 58
percent Latinx families,
as air pollution dispropor-
tionately affects people of
color worldwide.”

The effort to install the “Austin Air” air filters as well as air

quality sensors into classrooms at Little Folks Community
Daycare Center is a partnership between the East Boston
chapter of Mothers Out Front and AIR, Inc. (Airport Impact
Relief Inc.) and Air Partners. The program is to develop a
creative atmosphere in which all children can thrive, emo-
tionally, physically and intellectually through clean air.

AIR Inc. Vice Presi-
dent Chris Marchi said it
has become clear that air
filtration can protect chil-
dren from the harmful pol-
Iution from Logan airport
that falls out under flight
paths, comes from the
tailpipes of the Ubers and
Lyft and passes directly
into our homes, churches
and schools.

“People from East Bos-
ton have been calling for
Massport and the state to
control Logan’s air pol-
Iution for over 50 years,”
said Marchi. “And it’s
now clear to us at AIR,
Inc. that if we want en-
vironmental justice, we
need to create it ourselves.
That’s why we’re team-
ing up with Mother’s Out
Front and Air Partners to
begin distributing air fil-
tration machines to local
schools ourselves.”

COVID-19 Pandemic

REGULAR MEETING
a. Attendance 6:30 pm

New Business

meetings)

Old Business

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Pursuant to G. L. c. 30A, §18-20

The East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Incorporated

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, April 20, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. a public MEETING of the|
East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc., (aka PIERPAC) will be held via remote
participation in light of the ongoing State of Emergency declared in connection with the

A web link and Details on how to participate remotely shall be provided on the
organization’s website (in both English and Spanish) www.ebpierpac.org on or before April 15,
2021_at which time you may register to participate

It is the intention of the Committee to discuss in open meeting the following matter(s):

b. Approval of Minutes December 12,2020 6:45 pm

a. -7:00 pm — Trustees of Reservations Update on Piers Park
III — public comment to follow

b. -7:20 pm —Subcommittee Updates for Membership and
Operation Security and Maintenance (scheduling of

c. — 7:40 pm - Treasurer’s Report (Month Ending March 31)

a. 7:45 pm - Update - Amendment to Operations, Security and

b. 7:55 pm - Update - M

(OSM) Agr

(continued discussion)
t annual fi i itment (continued

discussion)

the meeting.

c. 8:00 pm — Anticipated adjournment

At the conclusion of its regular business meeting and prior to adjournment, the Board, upon a
motion duly made and seconded, the Board may hold an Executive Session pursuant to G. L.
30A.s.21 upon the conclusion of which, the Board will not resume its public meeting.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE INVITED
AND WELCOMED TO ATTEND

A copy of this notice has also been posted on the organization’s website at:
www.EBPierPAC.org

and has also been placed on file with the Regulations Division of the Secretary of the

Commonwealth by mailing same via first class mail at least 5 days prior to the scheduled date of

East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc.
By: Louise Montanino, President

Marchi said the pro-
gram is a community vol-
unteer program and the
partners realize that they
can’t afford to outfit every
classroom with filter ma-
chines.

“So we are going to
start by protecting the
classrooms of the young-
est children and keep buy-
ing and distributing these
air filtration machines as
long as we can,” said Mar-
chi. “Our science team at
Air Partners, based at Olin
College of Engineering
has tested these machines
in BPS classrooms and
we know that they can
remove over 70 percent
of the air pollution. The
body’s inflammatory re-
sponses to pollution act
very quickly when ex-
posed to pollution- but
the good news is that the
reverse is also true: just
minutes after we plug in
these air filter machines
our bodies’ defenses ramp
back down. That’s where
we want to keep things:
so that our children can
breathe clean air; so they
can grow and learn -at
least while they’re in the
classroom.”

THINK OF IT AS AN
OWNER’S MANUAL
FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It's in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or
write to Handbook, Pueblo,
CO 81009.

Pressley, Markey re-introduce legislation
to fully fund fare-free public transit

Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley and Sen.
Edward J. Markey re-in-
troduced the Freedom to
Move Act, that is bold
legislation to support state
and local efforts to estab-
lish public transportation
as a public good through
fare-free services.

The lawmakers’ bill in-
troduction comes as transit
agencies across the coun-
try, including the Massa-
chusetts Bay Transporta-
tion Authority (MBTA),
consider cuts to transit ser-
vice—despite  receiving
over $1 billion in federal
relief over the past year.
Earlier this month, Con-
gresswoman Pressley and
Sen. Markey joined their
colleagues in the Mas-
sachusetts congressional
delegation in writing to
MBTA General Manager
Steve Poftak expressing
concerns regarding the
MBTA’s  announcement
that it would cut services
this month.

“Public transporta-
tion is an essential public
good, but for too long,
we have not funded it like
one. Far too many in the
Massachusetts, and across
the country lack reliable,
safe, and affordable transit
service,” Congresswoman
Pressley said. “As our na-
tion begins to turn a corner
toward our ongoing recov-
ery from this public health
and economic crisis, it is
critical that we center the
connectivity of all com-
munities. The Freedom to
Move Act invests heavily
in our public transit sys-
tems so that states and
localities can offer safe,
high-quality, and fare-free
rides to all to ensure ev-
eryone in community can
access jobs, food and es-
sential services.”

“Affordability and ac-
cessibility must define
our public transit systems
to ensure that they truly
promote equity, economic
growth, and community
development,” said Sen.
Markey. “By supporting
state and local efforts to
implement fare-free pub-
lic transit, we can provide
low-income workers, fam-
ilies, seniors, and individ-
uals with disabilities with
improved access to jobs,
education, medical care,
and other critical services
— all while simultaneously
reducing traffic conges-
tion and greenhouse gas
emissions. I’'m proud to
reintroduce the Freedom
to Move Act with Con-
gresswoman Pressley and
I look forward to fighting
together for a just transit
future.”

Before the COVID-19

pandemic, workers and
families were spending
more time and money
commuting to jobs, edu-
cation and other critical
services than ever before.
Data shows that low-in-
come families in particular
bear the biggest financial
burden--spending nearly
30 percent of their house-
hold income on transpor-
tation expenses. At the
same time, increased traf-
fic congestion is contribut-
ing to growing greenhouse
gas emissions and pollu-
tion, exacerbating climate
change and contributing
to health disparities like
asthma and lung cancer
in communities already at
the margins.

Increasing access to
free, safe, reliable and
accessible public transit
systems will help improve
community livability and
mobility, increase con-
nectivity to critical ser-
vices—particularly  for
low-income workers and
families, seniors and indi-
viduals with disabilities—
and address many of our
nation’s most severe ineq-
uities.

The Freedom to Move
Act would help to support
state and local efforts to
promote public transpor-
tation as a public good for
all by:

* Supporting state and
local efforts to implement
fare-free public transpor-
tation systems. The bill
establishes a $5 billion
competitive grant pro-
gram, known as Freedom
to Move Grants to offset
fare revenues for transit
agencies.

e Investing in efforts
to improve the safety and
quality of public transpor-
tation service, particularly
in low-income and histor-
ically underserved com-
munities, including by:

o Covering operational
costs, including the hiring
and training of personnel,
fuel costs, and mainte-
nance.

o Investing in public
health emergency re-
sponse efforts, including
personal protective equip-
ment and administrative
leave for operational per-
sonnel.

o Improving the safety
and accessibility of bus
stops, pedestrian and bike
shelters.

o Redesigning bus
routes to improve service,
modernizing and improv-
ing the accessibility of
signage; and

o Modernizing sur-
face infrastructure such
as painted bus lanes and
signal priority systems to
alleviate traffic congestion

and improve multi-modal
accessibility.

e Requiring grantees to
utilize funds with a partic-
ular focus on addressing
transit equity gaps. Grant-
ees would be required to
work in partnership with
community advocates
and stakeholders to re-
port on how resources will
be used to improve the
reliability of transit ser-
vice for low-income and
historically —underserved
communities.

The Freedom to Move
Act is endorsed by the
Sunrise Movement, 350
MASS, A Better Cam-
bridge, Action 4 Equity,
Allston Brighton Health
Collaborative,  Alterna-
tives for Community and
Environment, Bikes Not
Bombs, Boston Cyclist
Union, Community Labor
United, Green Newton,
GreenRoots, The Health
Foundation of Central
Massachusetts, Inc, In-
stitute for Transportation
and Development Policy,

LivableStreets Alliance,
Massachusetts ~ Bicycle
Coalition, MASSPIRG,
Massachusetts Sierra

Club, Massachusetts Se-
nior Action Council, Mat-
tapan Food and Fitness
Coalition, Riders Action
Council, Transit Matters,
WalkBoston.

“Public transit is often-
times the lifeline for many
of our residents, especial-
ly those who live in Envi-
ronmental Justice commu-
nities,” said Maria Belén
Power, Associate Execu-
tive Director, GreenRoots,
Inc. “Many of our folks,
the essential workers,
have put their lives on the
line during this pandemic,
risking their lives and their
families’ by continuing to
go to work and keep the
economy afloat. We have
a moral obligation to treat
them with the respect and
dignity they deserve. We
need robust investment
into our public transit
agencies for operational
and capital improvements,
so every single rider has
access to reliable, afford-
able and safe public tran-
sit service. We applaud
Congresswoman Pressley
and Senator Markey for
being leaders in the fight
for transit justice!”

Congresswoman Press-
ley and Senator Markey
originally introduced the
Freedom to Move Act in
June 2020. In July 2020,
the House of Represen-
tatives passed H.R. 2, the
Moving Forward Act,
which included a fare-free
transit pilot program mod-
eled on the lawmakers’
Freedom to Move Act.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Cheung, Wingman 119 Barnes Avenue LLC 119 Barnes Ave #4 §735,000
W, Samuel Mcinfosh, Mary F 53-55 Barnes Ave $810,000
Rodriguez, Gany Tully, James 1098 Bennington St #3 $489,000
Cohen, Steven Vilanova, Andrea | 144 Bremen St #3 $280,000
Santilli, Marc A MT 243 Condor Street LLC 243 Condor St #5 $850,000
5 Drake Place RT Ricci, Louis A 5 Drake Pl $475,000
25 Everett LLC 25 Everett Street LLC 23R Everett St $1,425,000
25 Everett LLC 25 Everett Street LLC 25 Everett St $1,425,000
Addivinola, Gerard Dellorusso, Gina 94-96 Everett St $306,500
Krout, Lisa M Dewhirst, Mattye 14 Horace St #2 $699,000
Maciejewski, Mateusz ~ Haddon, Kathleen 65 Lewis St #203 $685,000
Yan, Xinhua 27 Lexington Street RT 27 Lexington St §700,000
Ewing, Matthew A Malandrino, Molly R 122 London St #5 $392,500
Shetty, Avinita Schneider, Michael J 150 Orleans St #605 $550,000
Alberti, Nicholas M (respo Holdings LLC 119 Princeton St #1 $495,000
Barry, Thomas T (respo Holdings LLC 119 Princeton St #2 $580,000
Gurwitz, Scott D (respo Holdings LLC 119 Princeton St #3 $620,000
Piazza, Rosalie Mastromarino, Kathleen 252 Webster St #1 $665,000
Esquenazi, Hannah R~ Winthrop Maverick LLC 8 Winthrop St #102 $675,000

tony s
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37 MAVERICK SQUARE ® EAST BOSTON ® 617/561-4495
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Maryann Gillespie retires after over three decades of service to BCYF

By John Lynds

More than three de-
cades ago, Maryann
Gillespie was in between
careers and taking some
time off to raise her three
young children.

“I worked at an insur-
ance company then I had
my kids,” said Gillespie.
“The funny thing is I was
walking a double-wide
stroller with three kids
down Boardman Street
when I came to the (Mar-
ty Pino, formerly Orient
Heights) Community
Center.”

Gillespie had passed
the building many times,
but was unsure what type
of programs they offered.

“I went inside to find
out and there was an arts
and crafts class going on
for 3-year-olds so I put
my two oldest kids in that
class and became a mem-
ber,” said Gillespie.

Gillespie said one day,
34 years ago, the phone
was ringing in the Com-
munity Center’s office but
no one was around to an-
swer the phone.

She picked up the re-
ceiver and took a message.

When the director came
back Gillespie gave her
the message.

“Do you want a job?”
she asked,” said Gilles-
pie. “So I took the job and
that’s how it started.”

And the rest, as they
say, is history.

Over the past three de-
cades Gillespie had be-
come one of the most
recognizable faces of
Boston Centers for Youth
and Families (BCYF) in
East Boston and over the
course of her stellar career
has touched the lives of
countless  neighborhood
kids and their families.

Last week Gillespie of-
ficially retired as Program
Supervisor of the Marty
Pino Community Cen-
ter--a place she spent 23
of her 34 year career.

“It was the best job I
ever had in so many ways,”
said Gillespie. “Just deal-
ing with the kids, dealing
with the public, all the
different agencies I just
learned so much about the
city through BCYF. I miss
dealing with the commu-
nity, the kids and the fam-
ilies on a day to day basis
but I'll still definitely have

contact with a lot of them.
You have like a long last-
ing relationship with peo-
ple that you meet in this
line of work because if
you don’t you are in the
wrong job.”

Gillespie worked her
first 20 years at the Mar-
ty Pino Community Cen-
ter before spending some
time at both the Harbor-
side Community Center
and the Paris Street Com-
munity Center.

She then retired to the
Marty Pino Community
Center, her home away
from home, three years
ago to finish out her ca-
reer.

“I started here and I
ended here and I have
to say it was the best job
I could have ever asked
for and the best people to
work with,” she said.

Her BCYF colleagues
at both the Marty Pino
Community Center and
Paris Street shared Gilles-
pie’s sentiments.

“Maryann first joined
Boston Centers for Youth
and Families in 1987 as a
secretary and rose through
the ranks and became a
Program Supervisor,” said

BCYF Administrative Co-
ordinator Joe Weddleton.
“She has been steadfast
in her work throughout
her tenure with the Marty
Pino Community Center
and both staff and partic-
ipants wish her well in her
retirement.”

Paris Street’s mainte-
nance supervisor, James
Cali, added, “Maryann
is one of the kindest and
most giving people I have
ever worked with. Her
retirement is a great loss
to the community and
community centers. I am
however glad that she
can retire from a position
she has cared about and
loved for as long as I have
known her.”

As for settling into re-
tirement Gillespie said ev-
eryday feels like Sunday.

“It’s nice,” she said. “I
want to do lots of travel-
ing, visit my son in Cali-
fornia as many times as
I can. My husband and
I planned a trip before
COVID to Australia but
had to cancel it but I'm
hoping we can put that
back on the list of things
to do.”

Ll
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After 34 years working for BCYF, Eastie’s Maryann Gilles-
pie retired from her post as Program Supervisor from the
Marty Pino Community Center.

Get more bang for your buck with
these spring home improvements

The warmer weather
means it’s time to start
thinking about home
improvement  projects.
Whether you’re getting
your home in tip-top
shape for your own en-
joyment, or getting it
ready to put on the mar-
ket, not all home im-
provement projects are
created equal when it
comes to return on in-
vestment (ROI). Here are
top areas on which to fo-
cus:

Interiors

The kitchen is the
heart of the home and it’s
one of the best areas to
renovate in terms of ROI,
according to Remodeling
magazine’s annual Cost
vs. Value Report, which
puts the price tag of the
average minor Kkitchen
remodel at $22,507, with
80.5 percent of the cost
recouped upon resale.

To give the kitchen an
updated appearance, re-
place the flooring, coun-
tertops, sink and faucet.
A fresh coat of paint in
a trendy shade, such as
Living Coral, Pantone’s
Color of the Year, can
add a vibrant pop of col-
or to energize any kitch-
en. Not looking to go that
bold? Consider an accent
wall, or stick to a classic
palate of gray and white

in terms of cabinets and
countertops. White on
white is also a popular
new style for kitchens
and bathrooms.

Other features home
buyers are paying close
attention to are laundry
rooms and such ener-
gy-saving elements as
Energy Star appliances
and windows, accord-
ing to the survey “What
Home Buyers Want in
2019”7 by the National
Association of Home
Builders.

Curb Appeal

The popularity of out-
door projects remains
strong and it’s for a good
reason. According to the
Cost vs. Value Report,
the biggest bang for your
buck in 2019 will come
from replacing a garage
door. The report says the
average price is $3,611,
and 97.5 percent of it is
recouped when the house
is sold.

Other outdoor projects
with high ROI include
adding manufactured
stone veneer to the exte-
rior (94.9 percent), add-
ing a wood deck (75.6
percent) and replacing
siding (75.6 percent).
Looking for a simpler
way to make an impact?
Sprucing up the land-
scape by planting flow-

ers or bushes or even
just clearing the yard of
debris will make a big
statement.

No matter what up-
dates you end up making,
it’s always a good idea
to notify your insurance
agent. “Certain upgrades
may change the value of
a house, so homeowners
need to make sure they’re
properly covered,” says
Bob Buckel, vice pres-
ident of product man-
agement, Erie Insurance.
“There are a few things
to look for. Ask your
agent about guaranteed
replacement cost policies
that can cover the cost to
rebuild a home in today’s
dollars following a cov-
ered loss.”

Some upgrades may
also make you eligible
for discounts, Buckel
adds, especially if they
make the home more se-
cure. “For example, Erie
Insurance offers certain
safety discounts such
as for installing smoke
alarms or an automatic
sprinkler system.”

Now you have a check-
list of DIY projects to
focus on this spring. But
before you start, take a
moment to assess which
ones are worth your time
and money.

(StatePoint)

Downing raises $227,712 in eight weeks

Former state senator,
clean energy business lead-
er, and gubernatorial candi-
date Ben Downing marked
the end of the first quarter
today by announcing that
his campaign has raised
$227,712 since he entered
the race on February 8. The
campaign highlighted over
1,100 individual donors,
with 80% of all donations
coming from Massachu-
setts and nearly three-quar-
ters coming in under $100.
Ben is not accepting any
donations from lobbyists or
corporate PACs.

“We’re really excited
by the number of people
signing up to support our
fight for a fairer, stronger
Massachusetts,” said Ben.
“These early contributions
help fortify our long-term

campaign plan, allowing
us to invest in the digital
infrastructure,  relational
organizing strategies, and
dynamic team that we need
to win. We’re excited to put
this support to work in the
coming months as we share
policy plans, activate a vol-
unteer network and contin-
ue to build a 351-communi-
ty campaign.”

As a state senator, Ben
represented the largest dis-
trict in the state, comprising
52 cities and towns. Over
a decade in office he led
legislative efforts to accel-
erate our clean energy de-
velopment and respond to
climate change, rebuild our
urban and rural economies,
reduce poverty and hunger,
strengthen our state ethics
laws, and expand protec-

tions for transgender indi-
viduals.

Since 2017 he has served
in a leadership role at Nex-
amp, a leading renewable
energy company in Mas-
sachusetts. In that role,
he led efforts to improve
accessibility ~ within the
green economy, expand
to new markets outside of
the northeast, and deploy
cutting-edge energy stor-
age solutions here at home.
He served on the board of
the Environmental League
of Massachusetts and is a
leading advocate for cli-
mate action in the Com-
monwealth.

Ben, 39, lives in East
Boston with his wife, Mi-
caelah Morrill, and their
two young sons Malcolm
(3) and Eamon (11 months).
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GET THE VACCINE

For the vast majority of people, gettinga COVID-19
vaccine as soon as they are eligible is a no-brainer.

COVID-19 not only has a high death rate for older
persons and those with underlying health conditions,
but it also has been shown to have serious after-ef-
fects for young, healthy people who experienced only
mild symptoms when they contracted the disease.

The ramifications of the health consequences for
the so-called COVID long-haulers promises to ad-
versely impact the lives of millions of Americans, as
well as burden our society and health care system, for
years to come.

However, despite the obvious health risks posed by
COVID-19, many of our fellow citizens say they will
refuse to get the vaccine. No doubt many of those
who tell a pollster that they will not get a vaccine are
doing so just to be contrarian. In the end, they will
get a vaccine.

But unquestionably there are segments of society
on all sides of the political spectrum who are opposed
to the idea of vaccinations.

In our view, vaccine-hesitancy in the face of a
world-wide pandemic is both inexplicable and sad.

It is inexplicable because the benefits of vaccina-
tion are so clear. There is every reason to get it and
absolutely no reason to oppose it.

But it also is sad because the vaccine-hesitancy
movement shows that so many of our fellow Ameri-
cans are susceptible these days to rumors, misinfor-
mation, and conspiracy theories to the detriment of
their own health and that of their loved ones.

The COVID-19 vaccines are a modern scientific
miracle. They represent the best avenue of protection
for individuals, as well as the only chance for soci-
ety to overcome the pandemic in order to return our
economy to normal.

In addition, with early trials showing that the vac-
cines are 100 percent safe and effective for older
children, a vaccination program for children will as-
sure that our schools can reopen safely. In our view,
a COVID-19 vaccine should be required for all chil-
dren as a condition for returning to school, similar to
the requirement that children be vaccinated against
other diseases.

We urge all of our readers to get the vaccine as
soon as they are eligible under state guidelines.

And to those who have some degree of vaccine-hes-
itancy for themselves or their children -- please stop
listening to those wacky and ill-informed opinions on
social media.

ROYAL FAMILY, COMMON
PROBLEMS

On a certain level, it is easy to dismiss the recent
interview of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle as
frivolous and irrelevant to the lives of the rest of us.
To most Americans, the concept of a royal family is a
joke to begin with, an anachronism of history.

On the other hand, there were certain aspects of the
interview that made the travails faced by Harry and
Meghan all too real -- and extremely relevant to the
21st century.

The revelation that Meghan contemplated suicide,
but received no mental health support among the roy-
al family because it would make them “look bad,”
was shocking, but it is something to which ordinary
families can relate.

Mental health problems still carry a stigma in so-
ciety at-large. If nothing else, Meghan Markle’s will-
ingness to discuss her issues hopefully will serve as
an inspiration both to those suffering from depression
(among other mental health illnesses) and their fami-
lies to seek help in the same way that we do for phys-
ical health issues before it is too late.

Then of course, there was the discussion of race,
which demonstrated just how deeply embedded
racism remains in every strata of society across the
globe in 2021.

The concept of royalty may be a bunch of non-
sense, but the issues of mental health and racism are
not and we are grateful that Harry and Meghan were
willing to share their personal and painful experienc-
es to shed light on these matters that bear relevance to
everybody, regardless of social status.
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Cardinal Sean O’'Malley’s Easter message

By Cardinal Sean O’Malley

Easter is the center and
core of Christian faith.
Christian faith is Resur-
rection faith; the Risen
Christ, having conquered
sin and death, remains
with us across the ages.
When we celebrate “the
Triduum” — the great
feasts of Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, the Easter
Vigil and Easter Sunday
— we recall and pres-
ent again through words
and worship the Passion,
Death and Resurrection
of the Lord.

The Lord’s Easter gift
to the Church and the
world is the gift of hope.
Because the Risen Christ
remains with us person-
ally and collectively, we
never face the challenges
of life alone. Christian
hope teaches us that we
are destined for eternal
life, and hope also is
meant to sustain us in the
concrete realities we face
each day. As we celebrate
this Easter, no truth is
more relevant than hope
built on Christian faith.

The past year, lived
in the shadow of the

Mass vote

By John Lynds

Both the Massachusetts
House and Senate passed

COVID-19  pandemic,
has tried our sense of
hope personally, social-
ly, and as a country. The
process of recovery and
rebuilding our society
will test us again in new
ways. In some form, we
have all been impacted by
this silent and elusive but
deadly virus. No commu-
nity has been spared, and
some communities have
been devastated. Recov-
ery will require a spirit
of collaboration, coop-
eration and compassion.
Easter tells us we will not
be alone in this effort; the
Risen Christ calls us to
be very good neighbors
to each other.
Throughout the past
year, there have been
multiple examples of
what being a good neigh-
bor means. We have seen
health care workers risk
their lives to save lives;
we have seen front-line
workers in stores, deliv-
ery agencies and police
and fire departments
show up every day, even
at personal risk, so basic
needs could be met and
life could be sustained.
These examples inspire

hope in human terms;
we will need this kind
of generosity on an even
wider scale in the days
and months ahead.
Nationally and locally,
the pandemic illustrated
again that, even when
broad structural issues
like a pandemic affect
us all, they impact some
in catastrophic fashion.

African American and
Hispanic  communities
suffered ~ dramatically

greater losses — of life
and welfare — than the
general population. Of-
ten, these communities
have been where many
front-line workers live;
they kept faithfully serv-
ing others even as they
suffered  disproportion-
ately themselves. Na-
tional recovery should
reward this service ap-
propriately in gratitude
and in public policies fo-
cused on these communi-
ties.

Any assessment of
how we have respond-
ed to the pandemic will
need to address two re-
alities. There have been
countless acts of charity
and compassion offered

quietly and effective-
ly each day to those in
need. And, by contrast,
there have been intensi-
fied expressions of rac-
ism in our public life;
historic patterns aimed
at Asian Americans, Af-
rican Americans, and
immigrants. Children
and youth perceived as
different are often the ob-
ject of bullying that can
push young people into
depression, risky behav-
iors or suicide. There will
not be lasting healing and
recovery unless we are
committed as a society
to expand the circle of
compassion and chari-
ty manifested by many
and resist, by word and
deed, by law and policy,
the forces in our society
which refuse to acknowl-
edge the dignity of ev-
ery person. Easter offers
hope: it also calls us to be
signs of hope, not hatred,
on the road to recovery.
This Easter is time to
make clear choices to re-
new our common life.”

Cardinal Sean O’Mal-
ley is the Archbishop of
Boston.

by mail extended through June

legislation to extend mail-
in voting and early voting
options for elections held
through the end of June

Your opinions, please

The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our mail-
ing address 15 383 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151,
Our fax number is 781-485-1403, Letters may also
be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.com.
Letters must be signed. We reserve the right to edit
for length and content.

2021. The vote-by-mail
provision was previously
set to expire at the end of
March 2021.

“I was proud to join the
House in voting in favor
of this comprehensive
package that will support
workers and small busi-
nesses across Massachu-
setts,” said Representative
Adrian Madaro. “This bill
will strengthen our un-
employment system and
give small businesses suf-
fering from the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic
much-needed relief. Criti-
cally, the passage of emer-
gency paid sick leave is a
major victory for workers
in our community, many
of whom have been unable
to take time off when sick
or exposed to COVID-19.

This will help reduce the
risk of spread in the work-
place and protect employ-
ees and their families.”

The bill also allows
municipalities to provide
residents with the option
to vote early in-person
in these elections. Addi-
tionally, the legislation
requires local election of-
ficials to make reasonable
efforts to grant accom-
modations for voters with
disabilities who might
have difficulty accessing
a paper mail-in ballot and
request an accommoda-
tion.

Cities and towns can
postpone municipal elec-
tions and caucuses sched-
uled before June 30, 2021
until August 1, 2021.
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Weekly COVID positive test rate increases in Eastie

By John Lynds

It appears as though
Boston is heading into an-
other wave of COVID 19
infections as the weekly
positive test rate in East
Boston spiked another 20
percent last week

According to the lat-
est data released by the
Boston Public Health
Commission (BPHC),
last week,1,776 Eastie
residents were tested for
the virus last week and 6
percent were positive--a
20 percent increase from
the 5 percent reported by
the BPHC two weeks ago.
The latest spike comes af-
ter a 16 percent spike the
week prior.

Of the 37,548 East-
ie residents tested for
COVID since the pan-
demic began, 18.9 percent
overall were found to be
positive for the virus. This
was the same percentage

reported by the BPHC two
weeks ago.

Positive test rates con-
tinue to rise citywide.
According to the BPHC
28,007 residents were test-
ed and 5.2 percent were
COVID positive--this was
a 23.8 percent increase
from the 4.2 percent pos-
itive test rate reported by
the BPHC two weeks ago.
This was the first time
in weeks the city went
above its 5 percent thresh-
old used to plan Boston’s
phased reopening strate-
gies.

On Monday the Bak-
er-Polito  Administration
announced that residents
55 and over and residents
with one certain medical
condition will be eligible
for the COVID vaccine
beginning on April 5.

In addition, the Admin-
istration announced that
Massachusetts will adopt
the CDC’s updated list of

medical conditions. This
week, the CDC added
more medical conditions
that are linked to an in-
creased risk of severe
illness from COVID-19.
Massachusetts will adopt
this guidance and make
individuals eligible start-
ing April 5th if they have
one of these medical
conditions. As a result of
adopting the CDC’s list,
more residents will be eli-
gible starting April Sth.

The full list of con-
ditions can be found
at www.cdc.gov/coro-
navirus/2019-ncov/
need-extra-precautions/
people-with-medical-con-
ditions.html and the full
timeline of the state’s vac-
cine rollout is available at
mass.gov/COVIDVacci-
nePhases.

Eastie’s COVID infec-
tion rate increased by only
1.6 percent last week and
went from 1,498.6 cases

per 10,000 residents to
1,522.3 cases per 10,000
residents.

An additional 116 East-
ie residents contracted the
virus and there are now
7,144 confirmed cases, up
from the 7,028 reported
two weeks ago.

The statistics released
by the BPHC as part of its
weekly COVIDI19 report
breaks down the number
of cases and infection
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down
the number of cases by
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive
cases of coronavirus in-
creased 2.7 percent per-
cent last week and went
from 63,748 cases to
65,474confirmed cases in
a week. Twelve addition-
al Boston residents died
from the virus last week
and there are now 1,353
total deaths in the city
from COVID.

Boston
Rate = 8,508.9 reported cases per 100,000 residents
N = 64,605 reported cases

COVID-19 rate
(unadjusted for age)

[ Lower than the rest of Boston
[ Similar to the rest of Boston
[ Higher than the rest of Boston

Chariestown, J
Rate=6,464 4
N=1255 East-lic‘\rspn

Raie= 150223
B2

Back Bay, Beaton Hill, Downtowny

Morth End, West ERd
Allston/Brightan Rafe=5676.3
Rate=7,057.1 1t

Jamaica Plain
Rate=6,805.9

Notes.

Rate = Reported COVID-
19 casas per 100,000
residents (unadjusted for
Rate=8,830.4 age)
N=2 613
N = Reported COVID-19
cases

Hyde Park
Rata=121018'2
(=000

811 reported COVID-19
cases could not be
assigned to a
neighborhood

Data source: Massachusetts Departmant of Public Health, Virtual Epi
Metwork (Jan. 1, 2020, to Apr. 1, 2021, 8:50 AM); U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2018 S-yr estimates (2014-2018)

Data analysis: Boston Public Health Commission, Research and Evaluation Office

EBNHC / / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to occur in order for our
country to reopen safely,”
the letter continued. “The
health and wellbeing of
Americans remain an ut-
most priority to the Pres-
ident and First Lady, and

your efforts and dedica-
tion are truly appreciated.
On behalf of the President
and First Lady, we wish
you and your family a safe
and Happy Easter.”

(Above and right) EBNHC patients receive their COVID-19

i

vaccine and commemorative White House Easter Egg
courtesy of President Joseph Biden and the First Lady.

Thank You [ Gf
§

EBNHC’s Dr. Beatriz Valencia hands a commemorative
Whiter House Easter Egg to a patient.

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by
neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID test-
ing results in Boston neighborhoods.

For Adverfising Rates,
Call 617-884-2416

Our FUND“VB

will be held at:

and will benefit:

The Adams
Elementary
School

learn more:

e Donations accepted at school drop off
and pickup on Friday April 9th and in the
school parking lot on Saturday April 10,
2021 between 8AM - 12PM

FUNDrive

HELP US RAISE FUNDS FOR OUR SCHOOL
BY DONATING

CLOTHES & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS!

Saturday,
4/10/21,
8AM-12PM

Adams Elementary School
165 Webster Street
East Boston, MA 02128

~ We Accept:
Gently used

SHOES

Belts
- Hats

CLOTHING

BEDDING
TOWELS
ACCESSORIES —
Purses, Jewelry

An EBNHC vaccine patient poses with an EBNHC staff mem-
ber. The White House asked the Health Center to hand out
the 800 Easter Eggs to staff and patients.
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‘ Boston Water and Sewer Commission

Py,

A 4

(BWSC)
980 Harrison Avenue
Boston, MA 02119

WATER MAIN FLUSHING NOTICE

Boston Water and Sewer Commission will commence Water
Main Flushing (Sector 1) in parts of the East Boston area

starting:

April 11, 2021 through April 21, 2021

The boundaries for the areas being
flushed: Revere City line to the north,
Logan Airport to the south, Belle Isle
Marsh to the east and Chelsea Creek

to the west.

The purpose of the Water Main Flushing
Program is to improve drinking water
quality for residents and businesses.

Water Main flushing will take place between the hours of

10:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M.

The flushing process may cause discolored water and a
reduction in pressure. The discoloration of the water will be

temporary and is not harmful.

If the condition persists, please

contact BWSC's 24 Hour Service at (617) 989-7000.

BWSC appreciates your patience as we work to improve the
quality of drinking water we will provide to the residents and
businesses of Boston.

If you have any questions, contact BWSC's Night Operations

Manager at
www.bwsc.org.

(617) 989-7000 or

visit our website @
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Soup Kitchen // coxmuep mroueace1

the impact the American
Rescue Plan is having on
a local level.

Pressley spent the af-
ternoon not only talking
with volunteers but being
a volunteer herself. Press-
ley rolled up her sleeves
and got to work helping
EBCSK package meals
for distribution as well as
loading prepared meals
that would be deprived
around Eastie.

“It was great to spend
time in East Boston and
see firsthand how the
community has stepped
up to meet the needs of
the community during
this challenging time,”
said Pressley. “Pastor
John (Searles), Sandra
(Nijjar), and all the staff
and volunteers at the East
Boston Community Soup
Kitchen have been doing
incredible work to address

hunger and food insecuri-
ty across Eastie, and I'm
glad the American Res-
cue Plan will support their
work by providing criti-
cal resources to help the
one in six Massachusetts
households —including
one in three Black and
Latinx households with
children—who are strug-
gling to afford food.”
“Monday and Tuesday
were such fulfilling days,”
said EBCSK Sandra
Nijjar. “On Tuesday we
had our Congresswoman
Ayanna Pressley visit us
and she helped distribute
bags of groceries. This is
how our Eastie’s commu-
nity comes together in dif-
ficult times to support each
other and to do all it takes
to help our neighbors.
Words cannot describe the
immense gratitude we, our
Soup Kitchen’s board of

directors and our leader-
ship team members.”

Nijjar  said  during
Pressley’s visit EBCSK
delivered bags of gro-
ceries, reserved bags of
groceries for pick up, and
distributed bags of grocer-
ies and boxes of food and
distributed meal vouchers
to folks who don’t have a
place to cook.

“We are incredibly
grateful to be able to
help our neighbors,” said
Nijjar. “Once again we
had a bountiful day filled
with such an amazing
outpouring of food dona-
tions. We are out of words
to describe our immense
gratitude for so much
goodness, kindness and
generosity directed to us.
Thank you so much for all
you do to keep our Soup
Kitchen alive and thriv-
ing.”

U.S. Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley helps load prepared meals for distribution to Eastie

residents in need of food.

U.S. Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley thanks the Soup Kitchen'’s staff, board and volun-
teers for the work they have been doing in Eastie throughout the pandemic.

U.S. Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley poses with Soup Kitchen founder and board mem-
ber Sandra Nijjar.
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Should you buy or sell a
home in 2021? Here’s what to know

While the roll-out of
the COVID-19 vaccine
has left a lot of question
marks about the future
of the U.S. economy at-
large, analysts expect the
housing market to remain
strong and stable in the
coming year.

“Despite the uncer-
tainties of the pandemic,
the housing market per-
formed well in the second
half of 2020,” says Sam
Khater, Freddie Mac’s
chief economist. “Low
mortgage rates and the
ability to work remotely
continued to propel de-
mand for housing, which
is reflected in home sales
reaching levels not seen
in 15 years.”

Whether you’re a po-
tential homebuyer, a cur-
rent homeowner or con-
sidering selling, here are
some of the biggest take-
aways of Freddie Mac’s
Quarterly Forecast:

* Interest rates are like-
ly to remain low. The av-
erage 30-year fixed-rate
mortgage (FRM) hit a
record low over a dozen
times in 2020. The low
interest rate environment
is projected to continue

through 2021, with the
30-year FRM expected
to average below 3 per-
cent. Low rates are good
news for buyers looking
to purchase a home, and
homeowners looking to
reduce their mortgage
payment through refi-
nancing.

* Home sales to remain
high. The demand for
housing is expected to re-
main strong in 2021, cre-
ating a favorable market
for sellers. Last year, low
mortgage rates and the
ability to work remote-
ly drove up home sales
(the measure of the num-
ber of homes sold every
month). This year, home
sales are expected to ride
that wave, averaging 6.5
million for the year.

* House prices to grow
moderately. In the sec-
ond half of 2020, the
high volume of home
sales and low supply of
housing drove up house
prices. In 2021, house
price growth is expected
to moderate for the full
year.

e Refinances to start
declining. Low mortgage
rates spurred refinance

activity in 2020, boosting
mortgage  originations
(the process in which
borrowers apply for a
home loan) to historic
highs. As mortgage rates
rise modestly in 2021,
refinance activity should
start to slow. “While
many homeowners took
advantage of these low
rates in last year, evi-
dence suggests that many
lower income homeown-
ers still have the oppor-
tunity to strengthen their
financial position by refi-
nancing,” says Khater.

For more insights on
housing, visit freddie-
mac.com/research.  For
homebuying and home-
ownership resources,
visit My Home by Fred-
die Mac.

Many of the trends that
shaped the market last
year, especially histori-
cally low mortgage rates,
will continue to drive
housing activity in 2021.
As you embark on your
journey towards your
home goals, be sure to
have a firm understand-
ing of today’s market
conditions.

(StatePoint)

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Times encourages residents to submit

wedding and birth announcements, news releases, business and
education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. ltems
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere,
MA 02151. Items can also be faxed to 781-485-1403. We also
encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to deb@

reverejournal.com

engagement,

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM
Conveniently located On The Blue Line
e PICK-UP & DELIVERY

SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS
with a lifetime Guarantee

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Reg. #3053

NEws IN BrIEF

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN FOR
BOSTON PARKS
SUMMER SPORTS

CENTERS

The Boston Parks and
Recreation  Department
is pleased to announce
that registration is now
open for summer Sports
Centers at White Stadi-
um in Franklin Park, Al-
mont Park in Mattapan,
East Boston Memorial
Stadium, Garvey Park in
Dorchester, and M Street
Park in South Boston.

Each location offers
instruction in  several
popular sports from July
6 through August 20. All
Sports Centers are offered
free of charge to Boston
residents and open to boys
and girls ages 7 to 14.
Parents may register their
children for just one week
or the entire summer.

Please note that lunch
will be provided, but par-
ticipants must provide
their own transportation.
Pre-registration is  re-
quired for both groups
and individuals. For more
information or to register
online please visit boston.
gov/recreation.

For more information
about the White Stadium
Sports Center and/or the
Almont Sports Center,
please call (617) 961-
3084 or email woodley.
auguste@boston.gov. For
more information about
the East Boston Sports
Center, please call (617)
961-3083 or email damien.
margardo@boston.gov.
For more information
about the South Boston
Sports Center, please call

1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE - 781-289-1300

WINTHROP MARKETPLACE

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DPAYS THURSPAY APRIL 8TH 2021 THROUGH WEDUNESPAY APRIL 14TH 2021

C’ %0 ﬁ;)_g

Great grocery Specials

Kraft Macaroni & Cheese

Best Yet Mayonnaise
Capri Sun

Prince Pasta

Chicken of the Sea Solid White Tuna

Vlasic Pickles

10/410.00
2/43%00
2/44.00

10/410.00

10/410.00
2/44.00

Bertolli Extra Virgin Olive Oil..........ccccccccceeuueeen.. $649

Gatorade 640z

Purex Laundry Detergent
Weight Watchers Smart Ones
Best Yet Frozen Potatoes

Lenders Bagels

Tropicana Orange Juice 520z

Noosa Yogurt

Best Yet Cream Cheese &oz

2/44.00
2/4700
6/410.00
10/410.00
3/45.00
2/46.00
3/45%.00
2/43.00

DLakery

&” Cherry Pie....................

..................................... $4.99

Bake at Home French Dinner Rolls................... $2.79

Stonefire Naan Rounds..

Deli

..................................... $369

Carando Genoa Salami ...

................................ $7.99/1b

Butterball Oven Roasted Turkey Breast.... $9.99/Ib
Great Lakes Muenster Cheese.................... $4.99/1b
Russer Canadian Maple Ham ....................... $9.99/1b

Produce.

Cantaloupes

274300

Fresh Italian Plum Tomatoes ...............cc......... $1.19/1b

Hydro Cucumbers

Asparagus...........ccceeuuneee.

................................. $1.99/1b
Fresh Sweet Yellow Bell Peppers................... $2.99/1b
Fresh Sweet Orange Bell Peppers................. $2.99/1b

%ﬂt

"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Gamily Pack

pecials

Bone In Assorted Pork Loin Chops............... $1.69/1b

Grade A Chicken Drumsticks
Boneless Chicken Thighs..
Petite Sirloin Steaks........

Reser 4pack Side Dishes
Mama Lucia Dinner Meatballs
Steak-Umm Sandwich Steak

89¢/1b

.............................. £1.69/1b
............................. $4.99/1b

2/47.00
2/46.00
2/4700

llecckerncd _Specicls
Friday, April 9th to Sunday April 11th

"while supplies last"

BAKERY

Blueberry Muffins 4pk.....

DELI

............................... $2.99

Our Own In Store Antipasto ..................... $5.99/1b
Our Own In Store Cooked Chickens......2./$10.00

PRODUCE

California Fresh Cut Broccoli Crowns..... $1/39/1b
3Lb Bagged Clementines........ccccccceeeeeeeannnce. $399

Navel Oranges

MEAT

99¢/1b

Grade A Boneless Chicken Brest............. $1.99/1b
Top Round Center Cut Steak ................... $2.99/1b
Best yet EZ Peel Shrimp 31-40ct .............. $599

GROCERY
Hood Ice Cream
Pepsi 2 Liter

Starbucks Coffee.............

2/%4.00 limit 2
4/55.00 plus deposit

..................... $59.99 limit 2

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP ¢ (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm; Sun:
7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30am Sun: 8am-9am
Not responsible for typographical errors.
We have the right to limit quantities.

(617) 961-3039 or email
mavrick.afonso@boston.
gov. For more information
about the Garvey Park
Sports Center, please call
(617) 961-3093 or email
charles.conners@boston.
gov.

The Sports Centers are
operated in accordance
with current public health
guidelines. Children and
staff must wear face cov-
erings and maintain six
feet of social distance at
all times, activities are or-
ganized in groups of ten or
fewer, and programs are
held completely outdoors.
For current social distanc-
ing guidelines in City of
Boston parks please visit
boston.gov/coronavirus.

JPNA APRIL 11

MEETING AGENDA

The Jeffries Point
Neighborhood  Associ-
ation (JPNA) will meet
Monday, April 12 from
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. via Zoom
Video Conference

REGISTRATION RE-
QUIRED!

In order to speak aloud
as an abutter, you must
register for this meeting
by Sunday, April 11 at 7
p-m.

***+*PLEASE NOTE***
In order to qualify to vote
at a voting meeting each
person must be registered
and join the meeting as an
individual. You will not be
counted as an attendee at
a meeting should you par-
ticipate in the Zoom call
as a couple or family.

The following is the
agenda for our upcoming
monthly meeting:

AGENDA (subject to
change):

e Greetings
nouncements

* Boston Police Update

e Nouria Corporation -
Airport Starbucks

e Legislative  Up-
date - State Representa-
tive Adrian Madaro

e Legislative Update
- State Senator Joe Bon-
core

* VOTE: 289 Sumner St
- Renovate, erect addition
with rear and roof decks
and change occupancy to
four residential units.

Property Owner: 289
Sumner, LLC

Represented by: Rich-
ard C. Lynds, Esq

As a reminder, all ques-
tions will be handled via
the Zoom chat feature. We
ask all attendees to remain
muted unless called upon
to speak. Looking forward
to “seeing” you all there!

We are using eBallot
to manage the voting pro-
cess. Within 48 hours after
the meeting, eligible vot-

& An-

ers will be emailed a link
that will allow them to
vote online. All votes must
be cast by Friday, April 16
at 7 p.m. Late votes will
not be accepted, no excep-
tions.

We hope you and your
loved ones are well. We
are all in this together as
neighbors and friends.
Please don’t be afraid to
reach out.

2021 meeting dates are
posted at jeffriespoint.org

CITY GOLF
COURSES OPEN

FOR 2021 SEASON

Mayor Kim Janey has
announced that the City
of Boston’s two municipal
golf courses are open for
the 2021 season.

The City owns and oper-
ates the William J. Devine
Golf Course in Dorchester
and the George Wright
Golf Course in Hyde Park
designed by Donald Ross.
Both have received na-
tional accolades as must-
play courses when golfing
in the Boston area.

Golfers can go to city-
ofbostongolf.com for
tee times and rates. For
updates, the City’s golf
courses can be followed
on Twitter @Franklin-
ParkGC and @George-
WrightGC.

Founded in 1938, the
18-hole par 70 Donald
Ross-designed  George
Wright Golf Course is a
hidden gem in the Hyde
Park neighborhood of
Boston open seven days a
week through November.
Contact PGA Professional
Scott Allen at 617-364-
2300 for more informa-
tion.

The second-oldest pub-
lic golf course in Ameri-
ca and part of the historic
Emerald Necklace, the
William J. Devine Golf
Course at Franklin Park in
Dorchester offers a pleas-
ant golf experience only
minutes from downtown
Boston and is open year-
round, weather permitting.
The outdoor patio features
chairs, tables, and umbrel-
las with seating for up to
100 people. Contact PGA
Professional Kevin Fraw-
ley at 617-265-4084 for
more information.

Under current public
health guidelines the pro
shop, restaurant, and bath-
rooms are all open, tee
times are required in ad-
vance, masks are required
unless you are seated at
a table eating, all guests
must observe distancing
guidelines of six feet, and
sanitation stations are pro-
vided throughout the club-
house building.

State officials award
$2.3 million in grants

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration  announced
approximately $2.3 mil-
lion in awards for 51 ad-
ditional businesses in the
latest round of COVID-19
relief grants administered
by the Massachusetts
Growth Capital Corpora-
tion (MGCC). As in prior
rounds, each grant recipi-
ent meets sector or demo-
graphic priorities set for
the grant programs admin-
istered by MGCC.

‘With the addition of this
round of grants, the Ad-
ministration has awarded
more than $650 million
in direct financial sup-
port to 14,402 business-
es across the Common-
wealth. Grants for this
round were awarded to 13

minority-owned, and 21
woman-owned, business-
es; 17 recipients are locat-
ed in Gateway Cities, and
21 businesses have not re-
ceived any prior aid.

MGCC also recent-
ly announced the avail-
ability of funding to
support non-profits that
offer  technical  assis-
tance designed to help
existing small business-
es recover and thrive
post COVID-19, as well
as community develop-
ment financial institu-
tions that will back the
recovery, resiliency and
growth of small business-
es in underserved commu-
nities through matching
capital.

Visit eastietimes.com
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March revenue collections in Massachusetts total $3.061 billion

Staff Report

Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Revenue (DOR)
Commissioner  Geoffrey
Snyder announced that
preliminary revenue col-
lections for March to-
taled $3.061 billion, which
is $402 million or 15.1
percent more than the ac-
tual collections in March
2020, and $648 million
or 26.8 percent more than
benchmark.

FY2021  year-to-date
collections totaled approx-
imately $22.588 billion,
which is $1.524 billion or
7.2 percent more than col-
lections in the same period
of FY2020.

“March revenue includ-
ed increases in withhold-
ing and non-withheld in-
come taxes, corporate and

business taxes, “all other
tax”, and sales and use
taxes.” said Commission-
er Snyder. “Although C
corporation returns are not
due until April 15, some
corporate return payments
were received in March,
resulting in an increase in
that category relative to
the benchmark and prior
year collections. The in-
crease in “all other tax”
is primarily attributable
to estate taxes, a catego-
ry that tends to fluctuate.
Income tax refunds are
below benchmark due to
the late start of the tax fil-
ing season and recent tax
law changes, including the
extensions of the state and
federal individual income
tax filing deadlines from
April 15 to May 17. How-
ever, those tax refunds

may catch up as the filing
season progresses,” said
Commissioner Snyder.

The original bench-
mark for fiscal year 2021
was $28.390 billion. On
Jan. 15, as part of the fis-
cal year 2022 Consensus
Revenue process, the fis-
cal year 2021 benchmark
was adjusted to $29.090
billion. The adjustment is
reflected in DOR’s reve-
nue releases beginning in
January.

Historically, March
is a mid-size month for
revenue collections, rank-
ing sixth of the twelve
months in eight of the last
10 years. Many corporate
and business taxpayers
are required to make es-
timated payments during
the month. The tax-filing
season is underway, and

March is typically a sig-
nificant month for refund

payments (outflows),
which reduce total net
revenue.

Details:

Preliminary March

Revenue Collections
eIncome tax collections
for March were $1.260
billion, $178 million or
16.5% above benchmark,
and $173 million or 16.0%
more than March 2020.
*Withholding tax col-
lections for March totaled
$1.482 billion, $91 million
or 6.6% above benchmark,
and $154 million or 11.6%
more than March 2020.
eIncome tax estimat-
ed payments totaled $25
million for March, $5
million or 22.1% more
than benchmark, and $5
million or 22.6% more

than March 2020.
elncome tax returns
and bills totaled $152
million for March, $63
million or 71.4% more
than benchmark, and $46
million or 43.0% more
than March 2020.
eIncome tax cash re-
funds in March totaled
$399 million in out-
flows, $19 million or 4.6%
less than benchmark, but
$31 million or 8.5% more
than March 2020. The de-
cline in refunds relative to
the benchmark is due to
the late start of this year’s
income tax filing season
and recent federal tax law
changes, including the ex-
tension of the individual
income tax filing deadline
from April 15 to May 17.
eSales and use tax col-
lections for March totaled

$562 million, $95 million
or 20.4% above bench-
mark, and $39 million or
7.5% more than March
2020.

eMeals tax collections,
a sub-set of sales and use
tax, totaled $66 million,
$13 million or 23.9%
above benchmark, but $2
million or 2.8% less than
March 2020.

*Corporate and busi-
ness tax collections for
the month totaled $1.024
billion, $274 million or
36.5% above benchmark,
and $147 million or 16.8%
more than March 2020.

*Other tax collections
for March totaled $215
million, $101 million or
87.8% above benchmark,
and $42 million or 24.3%
more than March 2020.

State officials announce federal funding through Eviction Diversion Initiative

State officials have an-
nounced that more than
$400 million in new fed-
eral funding from the
Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act is now available
through the Administra-
tion’s Eviction Diversion
Initiative (EDI).

First launched in Oc-
tober 2020, EDI consists
of a comprehensive set of
resources that serves indi-
viduals, families and land-
lords in crisis with finan-
cial aid, free and low-cost
legal aid and community
mediation to keep people
in their homes. With a fo-
cus on preserving housing
stability, the Baker-Poli-
to Administration has
distributed approximately
$80 million in state rent-
al assistance to more than
18,000 households since
the beginning of the State
of Emergency.

As a result of exten-
sive coordination detailed
below, these efforts have
contributed to the miti-
gation of the anticipated
crisis in evictions. Infor-
mation tracked by the
Massachusetts Trial Court
shows a total of 626 exe-
cutions issued in residen-
tial eviction cases from
October 18, 2020 through
March 28, 2021 for cases
filed after the state mor-
atorium. This represents
a reduction of nearly 85
percent compared to the
number of executions is-
sued in residential evic-
tion cases during the same
span of time one year prior
(3,807).

The infusion of more
than $400 million in fed-
eral resources, which is
expected to be supple-
mented by hundreds of
millions in additional dol-
lars through the American
Rescue Plan Act, allows
the Commonwealth to
provide longer-term re-
lief  to low-income rent-
ers and landlords in cri-
sis, while implementing
system efficiencies and
processes for the future.
This additional funding,
and the flexibility creat-
ed by federal regulations,
enables the Common-
wealth to expand aid to
more households, provide
deeper and longer-term
assistance to households,
and help households with

utility payments. The De-
partment of Housing and
Community Development
(DHCD) has been invest-
ing heavily in and work-
ing closely with regional
administering  agencies
(RAAs) and the Rental
Assistance Processing
(RAP) Center to incor-
porate the new Federal
Emergency Rental Assis-
tance Program (ERAP)
funding into existing de-
livery service models for
the Residential Assistance
for Families in Transition
(RAFT) and Emergen-
cy Rental and Mortgage
Assistance (ERMA) pro-
grams.

“The ongoing public
health crisis and the eco-
nomic consequences cre-
ated by COVID-19 have
made the importance of
stable, affordable housing
a clear and vital compo-
nent of our strategy to
keep households safe and
healthy,” said Gov. Charlie
Baker. “This major infu-
sion of resources enables
us to extend and strength-
en our Eviction Diversion
Initiative, which supports
both tenants and landlords
in crisis to keep more fam-
ilies safely housed. With
more than $400 million
available, we are pleased
this funding will enable
us to respond to the im-
mense need for support
right now, and make long-
term investments in our
homelessness prevention
programs.”

Funding Highlights in-
clude:

eIncome eligibility -
households making up to
80 percent of Area Median
Income (AMI) will be el-
igible for funding (RAFT
has an eligibility threshold
of 50 percent of AMI).

e[ onger-term as-
sistance — households
may be eligible for up
to 12 months of rental ar-
rears (plus an extra three
months of stipends for
future rent if funding al-
lows and need is demon-
strated), as well as over-
due utilities arrears up to
$1,500. All rent and utility
arrears must have been
accrued after March 13,
2020. Currently, RAFT
and ERMA can provide
up to $10,000 per house-
hold for rental arrearages

or stipends.

ePrioritization of funds
for those most at risk, in-
cluding those making less
than 50 percent AMI and
those unemployed for 90
days or more.

In addition, DHCD, in
partnership with Mass-
Housing and the Massa-
chusetts Housing Partner-
ship (MHP), will launch
a new program to allow
qualified owners of in-
come-restricted units, as
well as Local Housing
Authorities, to apply for
help directly on behalf of
all of their income-eligi-
ble residents with past-
due rent. The Subsidized
Housing Emergency Rent-
al Assistance (SHERA)
program will expedite
relief for possibly tens of
thousands of eligible ten-
ants in need, while also
allowing  administering
agencies to concentrate
on applications  from
non-subsidized tenants in
need of assistance.

Federal resources will
also be made available to
families who are eligible
for Emergency Assistance
(EA) Shelter, by coupling
ERAP rental assistance
benefits with the exist-
ing HomeBASE benefit
and housing services. This
will help those who owe
arrears and are at risk of
becoming unhoused, and
also those who are exiting
EA shelter and transition-
ing into permanent hous-
ing. The Administration
is also pursuing two pilot
initiatives: the first will
allow municipalities to
provide targeted outreach
and hands-on ERAP ap-
plication support to com-
munities with demonstrat-
ed need and hard-to-reach
populations, and the sec-
ond provides targeted out-
reach strategies to small
landlords about the avail-
ability of ERAP and other
state financial assistance
programs.

Over the last nine
months, DHCD and
partners have worked
to reduce paperwork,
streamline the applica-
tion process, implement
technology upgrades, and
provide better language
access. To increase capac-
ity, DHCD and regional
agencies hired more than

1-774-745-7446

Affordable Senior Housing

Senior Living on Bellingham Hill
100 Bellingham Street in Chelsea

Need a comfortable place to call home?

Studio and one-bedroom apartments for seniors aged 62 or above.
Certain income limits apply. Please call the number above for more information!

Do you live in a community just north of Boston?

If you need help getting dressed, grooming, bathing, or running errands,
ﬁ our highly-qualified and trained team of Registered Nurses, Social Workers,
E@ a Certified Nursing Assistants and Home Health Aides work with you to enhance
v your quality of life while allowing you to remain living independently.

Call RSSI In-Home Supportive Services
Toll-Free at 1-888-333-2481

Various payment options available. Must be at least 18 years old.

200 new staff and created
the new Rental Assistance
Processing (RAP) Center
to lend added support with
increased applications
across the state. DHCD
is also working to expand
access and awareness with
a public information cam-
paign and targeted out-
reach to vulnerable com-
munities.

To address this im-
mense increase in demand
due to COVID-19, DHCD
worked with administer-
ing agencies to transform
the RAFT program from
a narrow, homelessness
prevention program into
a comprehensive disaster
relief program to stabilize
renters and landlords. The
RAFT program was more
targeted in its aid, re-
quiring a court summons
or other evidence that a
household was facing an
unstable situation, and
was limited to $4,000 to
address a short-term cri-
sis. In past years, with an
annual budget of roughly
$20 million, RAFT served
between five and six thou-
sand households. During
this crisis, the state has
already distributed about
$80 million to more than
18,000 households, more
than tripling its annual
output.

In February 2021 alone,
the state served a record
5,463 households, spend-
ing $21.1 million through
the RAFT program to
keep them in their homes.

By comparison, in Febru-
ary 2020, the month be-
fore the start of the pub-
lic health emergency, the
state issued $1.5 million in
RAFT funds. February of
2021 represents approx-
imately a 1,300-percent
increase in assistance over
February of 2020. During
the first three weeks of
March, the state distribut-
ed $23.6 million in RAFT
payments to 7,445 house-
holds, putting the Com-
monwealth on track for
another record month.
Payments from those
three weeks alone repre-
sent more than the entire
annual RAFT budget in
any fiscal year before the
current fiscal year.

In addition, DHCD
continues to see fewer
families enter and stay in
the family shelter system
compared to the previous
year. Family shelter case-
load in February 2021 was
down approximately 20
percent compared to Feb-
ruary 2020. Similar trends
can be seen in the Home-
BASE program, with new
participants since October
down between 30 and 60
percent each month com-
pared to the preceding
year. Moreover, while
there was an initial in-
crease in post-moratorium
eviction filings in Novem-
ber and December, new
weekly eviction filings
for non-payment of rent
have declined and have
remained consistently be-

low pre-pandemic levels
in Calendar Year 2021.
Additionally, this week,
the Centers for Disease
Control extended its evic-
tion moratorium through
June 30.

The EDI effort com-
bines financial assistance
with resources for renters
and landlords to avoid
an eviction. The COVID
Eviction Legal Help Proj-
ect(CELHP), apartnership
with the Massachusetts
Legal Assistance Corpo-
ration, Massachusetts Law
Reform Institute, and the
Volunteers Lawyers Proj-
ect, provides free legal
assistance to low-income
households facing an evic-
tion, and free or low-cost
assistance for low-income
homeowners who live in
a home with rental units.
Agencies have hired near-
ly 130 direct service staff
to increase capacity, and
more than 200 lawyers
have been recruited to vol-
unteer their time and ex-
pertise. To date, more than
1,000 cases have been
opened at legal aid organi-
zations under this partner-
ship. Additionally, with
the Massachusetts Office
of Public Collaboration,
professional, confidential
mediation services are
available across the Com-
monwealth for tenants and
landlords to solve lease or
other housing issues out-
side of the court process.
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Emily Mazzarella
Operated Mazzarella Funeral Home in
Orient Heights with her late husband

Emily  (Bergamasco)
Mazzarella, a lifelong
resident of East Boston,
passed away Saturday
evening, April 3, at home
surrounded by her loving
family after brief illness.

She along with her
late husband operated the
Mazzarella Funeral Home
in Orient Heights since
1952.

After Vincent’s un-
timely passing in 1982,
Emily operated the Fu-
neral Home on a tempo-
rary license granted by
the Board of Registration
for Funeral Directing and
Embalming. Her perma-
nent license, which cul-
minated after three years
of intensive study at the
New England Institute of
Applied Arts and Scienc-
es, was received in June
of 1985. She was also an
active and vital member of
the East Boston Chamber
of Commerce and associ-
ated with the St. Lazarus
Holy Name Society.

She was the devoted
wife of the late Vincent J.
Mazzarella, Sr., beloved
mother of Barbara Petril-
lo and her husband Lou-
is, Vincent J. Mazzarella,
Jr., Susan Smith and her
husband, Michael, Karen
Mazzarella and Michael
Mazzarella; daughter of
the late Angelo and Mary
(Cardillo)  Bergamasco;
cherished grandmother of
Nicole Panzini, Jennifer
Hrdy, Ryan Smith, Vinnie

Foster, Matthew Smith
and Michael Mazzarella,
Jr. and is also lovingly sur-
vived by her great grand-
children, Emily Rose and
Sophia Hrdy and Raleigh
Smith.

Family and friends are
kindly invited to attend a
Funeral from the Smith
Funeral Home, 125 Wash-
ington Avenue, Chelsea
on Friday, April 9 at 8:30
a.m. followed by a Funer-
al Mass to be celebrated
in St. Joseph-St. Lazarus
Church, 59 Ashley Street,
East Boston at 10 o’clock.
Visiting Hours in the
Smith Funeral Home will
be on Thursday from 4 to
8 p.m. Services will con-
clude with interment at
Woodlawn Cemetery, Ev-
erett. Those attending are
asked to follow Covid-19
protocols regarding face
covering and social dis-
tancing and are asked to
enter the funeral home,
respectfully pay their con-
dolences and exit to allow
others to enter.

George Aceto III
Of Alabama

George J. Aceto III of
Alabama passed away on
Saturday, March 20.

The loving son of
George Jr. and Carol (Sul-
livan) Aceto, he was the
dear brother of Ashley
Aceto, cherished grandson
of Lucy Aceto and the late
George Sr., Sandra Sul-
livan and the late James;
treasured uncle of Hunter
and Wyatt and is also sur-
vived many loving aunts,
uncles and cousins.

Family and friends will
honor George’s life by
gathering at the Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home,
971 Saratoga Street, (Ori-
ent Heights) East Boston,

VERTUCCIO & SMITH

HOME FOR FUNERALS. INC.

Danny S. Smith

773 Broadway
Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

[

on Saturday, April 10 from
1 to 3 p.m. for a memorial
gathering.

All services will be held
in accordance with the
Commonwealth of MA
COVID-19 reopening reg-
ulations.

[ Vi@

"Beechwoo

Funeral Home
262 Beach St,, Revere
(781)284-1127

Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral

W.vazzaﬂnwals.co@

Visit eastietimes.com
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James Richards
Retired Lieutenant Suffolk County House of
Corrections (Deer Island)

James M. Richards of
East Boston passed away
surrounded by his loving
family on Easter Sunday
morning at the age of 89.
. A uUS

3 Navy Veteran

= of the Korean

Conflict, He

was a retired

Lieutenant of

the Suffolk County House

of Corrections (Deer Is-

land) and a longtime

member of the Elks. He
will be missed by all.

The beloved husband
for over 70 years of Mari-
on (Olivieri) Richards, he
was the devoted father of
Beverly Buckley and her
husband, Michael of Pea-
body and James Richards
and his wife, Colleen of
Lynn; cherished grand-
father of James Buckley
and his wife, Katie of
Wilmington and Jarrod
Richards of Peabody and
the adored great-grand-
father of Emma Buckley
and Joseph and Kristine
Richards.

Family and friends
will honor James’ life by
gathering at the Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home,
971 Saratoga St., East
Boston today, Wednes-
day, April 7 from 4 to 7

p-m. and again on Thurs-
day morning at 8 a.m.
before leaving in funeral
procession to St. Mary’s
of the Sacred Heart
Church, 8 S. Common
St., Lynn. Services will
conclude with Full Mili-
tary Honors. All services
will be held in accordance
with the Commonwealth
of MA COVID-19 re-
opening regulations.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations can be
made in James’ name
to Care Dimensions, 75
Sylvan Street, Danvers,
MA 01923 or to Dana
Farber Cancer Institute,
10 Brookline Place, W.
6th floor, Brookline, MA
02445.

To leave an online con-
dolence please visit www.
ruggieromh.com.

Paul DiCiccio
Massport Police Dept. Retiree

Paul W. DiCiccio died
In East Boston on March
13.

. The be-

3 loved hus-

band of Marie

P. (DeSciscio)

DiCiccio, he

was the father
of David DiCiccio and
Anny DiCiccio, both of
Winthrop and the late Vic-
tor DiCiccio.

Paul was born and
raised in East Boston
and attended East Boston
schools. He served in the
US Army during the Kore-
an Conflict and later re-en-
listed in the US Air Force
and served for six years
before he returned to civil-
ian life. Paul retired from
Massport Police Dept.

He previously was a
baker at Boston Children’s
Hospital and worked for

Prayer To The Holy Spirit
Holy spirit, you who gives meaning to
and shines the light on my path so that
| may reach my goals. You who gives
me the divine grace to forgive and for-
get the evil done unto me and which is
with me ot every moment in my life. |
want in this short dialogue to reassure
you one more time | do not ever want
to be separated from you, no matter
how grand the worldly possessions
may be, my desire to be with you and
my brothers in perpetual glory will not
be lessened. (One should say this
prayer 3 days the divine shall be grant-
ed no matter how unattainable it may
be.) Publications must be promised.

G.E.

Favor Received.

many years in several
other Boston restaurants.
Paul was a great baker and
cook and enjoyed sharing
a good meal with fami-
ly and friends, he will be
sorely missed.

At the family’s request
Memorial Services will
be held at a later date due
to the COVID pandemic.
Please leave messages of
condolence for the fami-
ly on Paul’s Tribute Page
at MagrathFuneralHome.
com.

To place a
memoriam
in the Times
Free Press,

please call

781-485-0588

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL HOME

For Advertising Rates,
Call 617-884-2416

=Y

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subjed o the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which
makes it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial status
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
esfate that is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain about discrimi-
nation call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development
“HUD" tolHree at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD
at 617-565-5308. The foll free
number for the hearing impaired
is 1-800-927-9275.

617-635-4408

51 Inman Stre

617-349-4396

860-541-3400

617-994-6000

802-828-2480

2 Chenell Dri

603-271-2767

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

BOSTON FAIR HOUSING COMMISSION
One City Hall Plaza, Suite 966

Boston, MA 02201-1054

CAMBRIDGE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

treet
Cambridge, MA 02139-1732

CONNECTICUT COMMISSION ON HUMAN
RIGHTS & OPPORTUNITIES

21 Grand Street, 4th Floor

Hartford, CT 06106-1561

MAINE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
51 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333
207-624-6050

MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION
One Ashburton Place, Room 601
Boston, MA 02108-1599

RHODE ISLAND COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
180 Westminster Street, 3 floor

Providence, RI 02903-3768

401-222-2661/62

VERMONT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
135 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, VT 05633-6301

NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
ive

Concord, NH 03301-9053

NEW HAVEN COMMISSION ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

200 Orange Street, Room 402

New Haven, CT 06510
203-946-8160/8165

Joan Martone
Retired legal secretary

Joan F. Martone of East
Boston died on March 22.

Joan was born and
raised in East Boston and
worked for many years as
a legal secretary until her
retirement.

The beloved daughter
of the late Mary (Sar-
nacchiaro) and Joseph
A. Martone, Sr., she was
the loving sister of Dor-
othy Daddario and her
husband, Rudy of Sau-
gus, Frank B. Martone of
East Boston and the late
Joseph A. Jr. and his late
wife, Paula, Anthony J.,
and Louis R. and his wife,
Annette Martone. She is
also survived by many
nieces and nephews.

Due to the COVID

pandemic, private Grave-
side Services were held
for the immediate family
in Holy Cross Cemetery,
Malden.

Please leave messag-
es of condolence for the
family on her Tribute
Page at MagrathFuneral-
Home.com.

Eric Leach
Of Winthrop

Eric M. (Zona) Leach
of Winthrop passed away
on March 26.

The cherished son of
Marie Zona and the late
Michael and Eugene
Leach and the late Kathy
Hughes, he was the be-
loved father of Ella and
Amelia Leach, loving fi-
ance of Jillian Passaro,
dear brother of Rhonda
Areniello and her hus-
band, Tizziano, Mario
Zona and his wife, Tara,
Vanessa D’Amelio and
her husband, David, Jo-
seph  Leach, Katelyn
Pumphret-Leach, = Amy
Hughes, Trinity Hughes
and the late Kristy
Hughes. He is also sur-
vived by many loving
aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews, cousins and
friends as well as his best
friend and beloved dog,
Rocco.

Family and friends hon-
ored Eric’s life by gather-
ing at the Ruggiero Family
Memorial Home 971 Sara-

£

toga St., East Boston on
Tuesday, April 6 and again
today, Wednesday morn-
ing, April 7 at St. John’s
the Evangelist Church,
Winthrop Street, Winthrop
at 11:30 a.m. for a Funeral
Mass in celebration of Er-
ic’s life. Services will con-
clude with Eric being laid
to rest at Winthrop Cem-
etery (Belle Isle Section)
Winthrop. All services
will be held in accordance
with the Commonwealth
of MA COVID-19 reopen-
ing regulations. For more
information, please Vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

Angela Tracey
Will be missed by all who knew her

Angela T. Tracey, 71,
formerly of East Boston
and Revere passed away at
her home in Saco, Maine
on March 25. Angela
was born in 1948 to Rose
DeStefano and Douglas
Tracey and is survived by
many family members and
friends

A graduate of East Bos-
ton High School, she had
a great heart, a wonderful
sense of humor, the ability
to make people laugh, and

would do anything to sup-
port those she cared for.
She will be missed.

OBITUARIES
Ettective Jan. 1, 2021
All obituaries and death notices
will be at a cost of
5150,00 per paper.
[ncludes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 7814850588
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RMYV announces April 30 conclusion of
opportunity to qualify for free REAL ID upgrade

Staff Report

The Massachusetts
Registry of Motor Vehi-
cles (RMV) is announcing
that Friday, April 30, will
be the last day to qualify
for the Free REAL ID Up-
grade Promotion. Custom-
ers may still qualify prior
to April 30 by renewing
their Standard Massachu-
setts driver’s license or ID
card online at Mass.Gov/
RMV.

Customers who already
qualified by renewing on-
line since June 12, 2020,
will be able to begin book-
ing in-person upgrade ap-
pointments for their no
cost REALID online start-
ing Thursday, April 1, and
will have ample time to
take advantage of their
free REAL ID upgrade.
Those customers with a
U.S. Passport are already
in compliance with feder-
al REAL ID requirements
that begin on Oct. 1, and
should not need a REAL
ID for the purposes of
boarding domestic flights
or entering certain federal
buildings at that time.

“The RMV appreciates
the public’s overwhelm-
ingly positive response to
this promotion and wel-
comes additional quali-
fying participation prior
to April 30 for those who
renew their license or
ID online and defer their
visit to a Service Center
for a REAL ID to a later
date,” said Acting RMV
Registrar Colleen Ogilvie.
“While federal REAL ID
travel requirements won’t
take effect until October 1,
2021, and customers with
a valid U.S. Passport may
never need a REAL ID,
the RMV and our partners
at AAA stand ready to ac-
commodate and provide
plenty of time for custom-
ers to take advantage of
their free REAL ID up-
grade.”

Customers are eligible
to renew online up to one
year in advance of the ex-
piration date printed on
their license or ID, and up
to two years after the ex-
piration date. This means
customers expiring now
through April 30, 2022,
can renew online for a
standard license / ID pri-
or to the conclusion of the
promotion, and still take

advantage of the free fu-
ture upgrade.

Beginning  Thursday,
April 1, eligible custom-
ers who have already
renewed their driver’s
license/ID online since
June 12, 2020, will now
be able to book in-person
appointments to upgrade
their credentials at no cost
at an RMV Service Cen-
ter or a AAA location (if
members). Appointments
can be scheduled by RMV
customers at Mass.Gov/
RMV or by AAA mem-
bers at northeast.aaa.com.

Customers  will not
need a federally compliant
REAL ID for the purpos-
es of boarding domestic
flights or entering certain
federal buildings prior to
Oct. 1, 2021, especially
if they already possess
a valid U.S. Passport
which is already a fed-
erally complaint REAL
ID document. The fee for
renewing a non-commer-
cial standard or REAL
ID license is $50, while
the fee for upgrading to a
standard or REAL ID card
is $25. The typical $25
upgrade / amendment fee
will be waived under the
above qualifying circum-
stances.

The Free REAL ID Up-
grade Promotion began
by Executive Order on
June 12, 2020, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, of-
fering customers the flex-
ibility and time to renew
their license / ID online
and wait to get their REAL
ID, which requires an
in-person visit and docu-
ment verification at a Ser-
vice Center or AAA. This
promotion supported the
RMV’s pandemic-related
efforts to implement so-
cial distancing protocols,
reduce in-person Service
Center traffic, prioritize
critical in-person transac-
tion and appointment ca-
pacity and ultimately keep
customers and staff safe.

Customers should take
the following steps to
determine their online
renewal eligibility and
qualify for this offer prior
to the April 30, 2021, con-
clusion:

*Visit Mass.Gov/RMY,
login to their “myRMV”
account, and find out if
they are permitted to re-
new online.

*Renew online — their
new standard license or ID
card will be sent via U.S.
mail.

*The cost for renewing
a driver’s license is $50.
The cost for renewing
an ID card is $25. These
costs are the same for
both a Standard or REAL
ID license or ID card.
The cost for upgrading or
amending a license or ID
card outside of their re-
newal cycle is $25 — this
fee will be waived for par-
ticipating, eligible RMV
customers upgrading to a
REAL ID license/ID.

*Eligible customers
who have renewed online
will be able to make an ap-
pointment for a REAL ID
at an RMV Service Center
or AAA office (for mem-
bers) beginning on Thurs-
day, April 1, and have their
$25 upgrade / amendment
fee waived.

eCustomers can Vis-
it Mass.Gov/ID to find

detailed information on
REAL ID including a
helpful  checklist that

conveniently outlines the
documentation needed to
secure a REAL credential.

*Customers are encour-
aged to begin their trans-
action online by visiting
Mass.Gov/RMYV, clicking
on “Online Service Cen-
ter,” selecting “Apply for
a REAL ID,” and then fol-
lowing the prompts to ver-
ify their identity and start
their transaction. Custom-
ers will be prompted to an-
swer a series of questions
to complete a summary
document, which should
be presented along with
required REAL ID doc-
umentation during their
in-person visit. REAL
ID credentials are mailed
customers within  sev-
en—10 days of a visit to
RMYV Service Center and/
or AAA location.

°eAnyone who holds
a valid U.S. passport or
other federally compliant
form of identification may
never need an RMV-is-
sued REAL ID.

°As a service to its
members, AAA continues
to issue REAL ID creden-
tials and will be offering
free REAL ID upgrades to
eligible members. Mem-
bers should make an ap-
pointment before visiting
a AAA location.

Www.cancer.org

All women over 40 should have a mammaogram once a
| vear. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to
(' be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available.

For more information and answers to any of your cancer
Questions, contact us any time, day or night.

1.800.AC5.2345

Hope.Progress.Answers.®

American

Cancer
9 Society®

parties

Order shall be filed with the

LEGAL NOTICE conferencing through the
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSA-  Zoom.us/ platform. DO NOT
CHUSETTS COME TO THE COURTHOUSE.
THE TRIAL COURT TP access your
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT  video or felephone confer-
DEPARTMENT ence, pleuse'use the follow-
ESSEX DIVISION DOCKET N0, ing information:
ES21P0968GD MEETING ID:
In the Matter of: PASSWORD:
PAULD.PARI 160 227 921
ORDER 714440
on Petition for Guardianship _Telephone nu_mbgr to call
filed 4/2/2001 into the hearing if you are

This matter came before the
Court sitting as the Emergen-
¢y Judge on Petitioners’ Ex
Parte Motion for Emer-
gency Guardianship filed
4/2/2021 ( #5) (hereinafter
referred fo as

“Motion”). After review of
the Motion and supporting
affidavit pursuant fo Rule
78, the Court

issues the following Order:

1. The motion shall be

heard by video or Telephone
Conferencing on APRIL 8,
2021 AT

8: 15 A.M. Said hearing shall
be by video or telephone

unable to access the hearing
by

video: 1-669-254-5252 or
1-646-828-7666.

2. The pefitioner shall serve
the respondent and the inter-
ested parties the following:
A. The above referenced
Motion

B. The affidavit in support of
the Motion

B. The within Order

( The above referenced
Petition

D. Citation on the above
referenced Petition

3. Service shall be made on
or hefore April 3, 2021 at
10:00 a.m. on the interested

whose whereabouts are
known, as follows:

[ 1By facsimile;

[ X] By email of scanned
copies pursuant to Standing
Order 4-20.

For any of the above meth-
ods of delivery, the moving
party shall also notify the
inferested parties of the
delivery by telephone (either
in person or by voice mail}.
[ X7 By first-class mail

[ 1By in hand delivery by a
constable or sheriff

[ 1By leaving at their
address and mailing by 1st
class mail by a constable or
sheriff

[ 1By in hand delivery OR
by leaving and mailing at
their address and mailing
by 1st

class mail. Said service to be
done by constable or sheriff
[ x T In hand delivery

by constable, sheriff, or
disinterested person on the
Respondent.

4. A return of service show-
ing compliance with this

Court prior

to the hearing.

5. The respondent has two
children who are listed

as parts unknown on the
petition.

Service on those individuals
shall be by publication as
directed on the citation. In
addition, the petitioner shall
file an affidavit with the
Court detailing what efforts
have

heen made fo locate their
whereabouts.

6. Prior to the hearing,

the petitioner shall file o
proposed treatment plan,
proposed review

order and proposed findings
with the Court.

7. Counsel shall be appointed
for the respondent.

Date: April 2, 2021
ELIZABETH TEIXEIRA

Essex Probate and Family

Court
4/1/200
EB

LOCAL STUDENTS
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

LOCAL STUDENTS
MAKE THE DEAN’S

LIST AT CCU

A total of 2,329 un-
dergraduate students at
Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity were named to the
Dean’s List for the Fall
2020 semester. That’s
nearly a quarter of the
student body with a grade
point average between
3.5-3.99 for the fall se-
mester.  An  additional
930 students were named
to the President’s List
for achieving a 4.0 GPA
during the fall semester.

Among the students
earning recognition on the
Dean’s List:

William Marchi a Rec-
reation and Sport Man-
agement major from East
Boston.

Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity is a dynamic, pub-
lic comprehensive liberal
arts institution located
in Conway, just minutes
from the resort area of
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity offers baccalau-
reate degrees in 94 major
fields of study. Among
CCU’s graduate-level
programs are 27 master’s
degrees, two educational
specialist degrees, and the
doctorates in education
and in marine science:
coastal and marine sys-
tems science. The most
popular  undergraduate
majors are marine science,
management, exercise and
sport science, communi-
cation and psychology.

CCU boasts a growing ar-
ray of internship, research
and international oppor-
tunities for students, as
well as numerous online
programs through Coastal
Online.

More than 10,000 stu-
dents from across the
country and around the
world interact with a
world-class faculty, and
enjoy a nationally com-
petitive NCAA I athlet-
ic program, an inspiring
cultural calendar, and a
tradition of community
interaction that is fueled
by more than 120 student
clubs and organizations.

Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity was founded in
1954 as Coastal Carolina
Junior College and be-
came an independent state
university in 1993.

LOCAL STUDENTS
NAMED TO

THE DEAN’S

LIST AT MCPHS

UNIVERSITY

MCPHS University is
pleased to announce the
students who have been
named to the Dean’s List
for the Fall 2020 semes-
ter:

* Olivia DeGuglielmo
is a native of East Boston,
and is pursuing a Bache-
lor of Science in Magnetic
Resonance Imaging. Oliv-
ia will graduate from the
Boston, Massachusetts
campus in 2022.

* Anderson Yepes Al-
varez is a native of East

Boston, and is pursuing
a Bachelor of Science in
Medical and Molecular
Biology. Anderson will
graduate from the Boston,
Massachusetts campus in
2024,

* Said Al Attar is a na-
tive of East Boston, and
is pursuing a Bachelor of
Science in Predental-Den-
tal Hygiene. Said will
graduate from the Boston,
Massachusetts campus in
2022.

The Dean’s List recog-
nizes those students with a
full-time course load who
have achieved outstand-
ing scholarship with a 3.5
GPA or higher for the aca-
demic term.

The mission of MCPHS
University is to prepare
graduates to advance
health and serve commu-
nities worldwide through
excellence, innovation,
and collaboration in teach-
ing, practice, scholarship,
and research. Founded in
1823, MCPHS Univer-
sity is the oldest institu-
tion of higher education
in the City of Boston. In
addition to the original
Boston campus, the Uni-
versity has campuses in
Worcester, Massachu-
setts, and Manchester,
New Hampshire, as well
as robust online learning
options. The University
currently offers more than
100 unique baccalaureate,
masters, and doctoral de-
gree programs and certifi-
cates covering a variety of
health-related fields and
professions.

Two Eastie restaurants featured
in new digital cookbook

By John Lynds

Two restaurants that
have made a name for
themselves outside the
borders of East Boston are
now featured in The Food
Lens’ first digital cook-
book “Dining in Boston”.

The Food Lens, an on-
line dining resource that
helps readers discover
the best food, drink, and
happenings in Boston,
has included a recipe each
from Angela’s Cafe and
Tawakal Halal Cafe in
Eastie.

The Food Lens’ found-
ers Molly Ford and Sarah
Jesup also compiled more
than 38 other recipes from
the area’s best chefs and
restaurants in an effort to
bring their readers a new
way to experience local
dining at home during
Covid-19.

A portion of proceeds
from Dining in Boston
will benefit Massachu-
setts Restaurants United
(MRU) to help strengthen
and support the industry
after a challenging year.

“We find purpose in our
work to showcase the ar-
ea’s many talented chefs
every day, but this effort
feels particularly mean-
ingful as we look back on
a year of Covid-19 and the
devastating toll it has tak-
en on the city’s hospitality
industry,” said The Food
Lens Co-Founder, Mol-
ly Ford. “Our hope is to
not only offer our readers
with another fun and dy-
namic way to experience
their favorite spots, but
also to give back to the
restaurant community that
we love so deeply,” added
Co-Founder Sarah Jesup.

Owned by Yahya Noor,
Tawakal Halal Cafe on
the corner of Maverick
and Jeffries Streets, has
received nothing but ac-
colades since opening.

DINING

-___/fﬁrrﬁwwm“W!!!hhiﬂ

IN BOSTON

40-I1SH RECIPES FROM
THE CITY'S BEST CHEFS

" THE FOOD LENS

The front cover of The Food Lens’s new digital cookbook
that features recipes from two popular Eastie restaurants.

Bon Appetit named
the small cafe that serves
up home cooked Soma-
lia cuisine on the corner
of Maverick and Jeffries
Streets in East Boston to
its annual “Hot 10 list
saying Noor’s restaurant,
“Should be your first stop
off the plane” when com-
ing to Boston.

The popular Somalie
cafe was also featured
in an ad campaign by
UberEats that paired ac-
claimed gold medal gym-
nast, Simone Biles, and
‘Queer Eye’ star Jonathan
Van Ness.

Angela’s Cafe, with
two locations in Eastie
(one in Eagle Hill and an-
other in Orient Heights)
opened over 15 years ago
with the late Angela Aten-
co Lopez’s recipes from
her native Puebla, Mexico
wowing residents, food
critics and celebrity chefs
alike.

Angela’s tacos and
other traditional Puebla
recipes consistently made

“Best of Boston™ lists in
numerous magazines and
the restaurant’s traditional
guacamole received nu-
merous awards over the
years.

In 2013, Mrs. Lopez’s
recipes gained nation-
al fame when the Food
Network’s popular show,
Diners, Drive Ins and
Dives (Triple Ds), de-
buted its segment on An-
gela’s Cafe.

Host and celebrity chef
Guy Fieri was beyond
impressed by the Puebla/
Mexican cuisine being
served at Mrs. Lopez’s
small Eastie restaurant.

The Food Lens’ digital
cookbook, Dining in Bos-
ton is available for pur-
chase at thefoodlens.com/
shop for $14.00, with 10%
of every sale contributing
to MRU’s mission to not
only help local restaurants
survive the pandemic, but
to keep them open and
thriving long after the
spread of Covid-19.
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BAKER SENDS
MILLIONS FOR

CHELSEA AID

CHELSEA - After
weeks of negotiating with
local leaders in Chelsea
and Everett after being
shorted by the federal
American Rescue Plan
(ARP) and the federal
delegation, Gov. Charlie
Baker announced his Ad-
ministration would dedi-
cate a total of $100 million
of additional federal fund-
ing to those two commu-
nities — and two others that
were shorted.

The additional funding
announcement  brought
Everett and Chelsea fur-
ther up from the low levels
of funding they did have
under the Plan, but still far
behind more affluent com-
munities like Newton and
Brookline and others.

“When this issue was
first brought to our atten-
tion and when you look
at the numbers general-
ly, when you have what
I would describe as rela-
tively better-off financial-
ly communities getting
$70, $80, and $90 million,
and you have places like
Chelsea and Everett...,
which have been hit pretty
hard by the pandemic and
don’t have the kinds of re-
sources many of these oth-
er communities have, get-
ting $6, $7 and $8 million
— it was pretty clear there
was a problem there,” said
Gov. Baker. “We began
serious conversations with
the local leaders in those
communities to figure out
how we might frame this
to figure out how to solve
it. Once we reached what I
would describe as a gener-
al agreement to the prob-
lems they were trying to
deal with as part of their
own initiative, we then
talked to the folks in the
legislative leadership here
to incorporate that into the
planning we do here on
how we do allocate feder-
al resources that are part
of the ARP.”

The details were still
very fuzzy when an-
nounced on Thursday,
March 25, at a regular
COVID-19 update press
conference, but those close
to the situation seemed to
indicate that Chelsea and
Everett might be in line for
about $28 million each in
additional funding, while
Methuen and Randolph
would receive slightly less
amounts.

For Everett, that would
bring up their total fund-
ing (including county re-
sources) to approximately

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

$41.59 million. For Chel-
sea, that would bring their
approximate Rescue Plan
funding up to $39.61 mil-
lion. That still trails more
affluent communities
who weren’t hard hit with
COVID-19 by a long shot.
Under the original Plan —
assuming no more federal
dollars were awarded to
them — Newton is fund-
ed at $65.29 million and
Somerville at $79.06 mil-
lion. However it would
bring them on par with
communities like Revere,
which got $30.54 million.

“As a result of the way
the bill was designed,
Chelsea, Everett, Methuen
and Randolph are due
to receive significantly
smaller levels of funding
compared to other sig-
nificantly hard-hit com-
munities,” continued the
governor. “We believe it’s
critically important these
communities get the re-
sources they need to con-
tinue to recover from the
devastating effects of the
pandemic. We’ve been
talking regularly with lo-
cal leadership in these
communities to develop a
plan for the short-fall. As
a result of those conversa-
tions and with the legisla-
tive leadership here, we’re
pleased to announce we’ll
direct $100 million in ad-
ditional aid to these four
communities.”

Gov. Baker said they
continue to speak with
the U.S. Treasury De-
partment for guidance on
how these monies could
be used, which are outside
the Plan’s direct allocation
to cities and towns. The
new plan for $100 million
came after long and diffi-
cult talks with local lead-
ers, particularly State Sen.
Sal DiDomenico, Mayor
Carlo DeMaria and Chel-
sea City Manager Tom
Ambrosino. All worked
behind the scenes with the
federal delegation since
around March 4 to try to
remedy the problematic
formula used in the Res-
cue Plan before it was
voted on, but for whatever
reason, the federal dele-
gation wasn’t successful
in helping to remedy the
problem at that time.

“After we had many
meetings and conversa-
tions with our partners at
all levels of government,
I am grateful that Gover-
nor Baker has committed
to helping Everett and
Chelsea and will be send-
ing much needed fund-
ing to our communities,”
said Sen. DiDomenico,
who was instrumental in

identifying the problem
to state leaders and creat-
ing a new solution. “The
original federal funding
formula only exacerbated
the inequities that our cit-
ies have already faced and
I am relieved that there is
a resolution to correct this
problem. I was happy to
work with Governor Bak-
er, Mayor DeMaria, City
Manager Ambrosino, my
colleagues in the Federal
delegation and at the State
House to get the resources
Chelsea and Everett de-
serve.”

City Manager Tom
Ambrosino said he was
thrilled after weeks of
wrangling to improve the
situation.

“I'm thrilled with the
decision and very grateful
to the Baker Administra-
tion,” he said.

Everett Mayor Carlo
DeMaria said the alloca-
tion by the governor was
very positive news, and he
said he thanked the state
for acting quickly and lis-
tening.

“The City of Everett
was slated to receive $4.5
million, whereas the City
of Newton was slated
for $65 million,” he said.
“Disproportionate is an
understatement. “I would
like to personally thank
Governor Baker and his
team for acknowledging
and quickly responding
to the inequitable funding
of the Federal formula.
I would also like to rec-
ognize the relentless ad-
vocacy of State Senator
Sal DiDomenico who has
stood by our side through
this entire process. Everett
deserves this funding and
I’'m proud to say that our
persistence has paid off.”

Baker estimated the
state  would be getting
$7.9 billion in direct aid
from the American Res-
cue Plan, and of that $3.4
billion would come to
counties, cities and towns
— part of the money that
was allocated using a for-
mula that left Everett and
Chelsea short of equitable
funding.

Baker said the addition-
al $100 million still need-
ed to be vetted through the
Treasury Department at
the federal level for the le-
gality of the move and the
potential uses. However,
he said it is expected the
additional monies could
be used for anything relat-
ed to COVID-19 respons-
es, including economic
assistance, replacing lost
revenue, and water/sewer/
broadband upgrades.
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PEOPLE OF
CHELSEA PROJECT
EXPANDS

BANNERS

CHELSEA - There
will be a day when folks
in the future look back at
the work of Chelsea pho-
tographer Darlene DeVita
and her ‘People of Chel-
sea’ project — particularly
during the last year of the
pandemic — and marvel at
it.

But why wait for the
future when her work is
ready and available now?

DeVita has had banners
on the fence of the Chelsea
Public Library for many
months, but now she has
created new banners and
expanded the project to
Chelsea High School on
Everett Avenue.

“The banners are there
and they are to celebrate,”
she said. “I just finished
putting up new and larger
banners at Chelsea High
School along Everett Av-
enue. It’s still pandemic
work, but these are new
portraits. There are quite
a few new ones and some
old ones too. There’s new
Black Lives Matter im-
ages from last summer
and the holidays at La
Colaborativa and giving
out food. There’s joyful
ones and people dancing.
Who knew it would turn
into this? Even without
the pandemic, I’ve always
been amazed by this com-
munity.”

DeVita said it was one
year ago this week after
the pandemic set in that
she ventured out with her
camera to see what she
could find. She had already
been doing her ‘People of
Chelsea’ project for some
time, and wasn’t sure what
to do when COVID hit.
The answer came quickly
when she found people
and organizations, fami-
lies and neighbors, coping
with the tragedy as — well
— People of Chelsea.

That early work turned
into a series of banners
that were put up on the
fence of the Chelsea Pub-

lic Library. Those are still
up for viewing, and now
the ones at Chelsea High
School are available too.

In addition, DeVita re-
ported she has recently
gotten a Heritage Grant
from the Cultural Council
to archive her work with
the Friends of the Chelsea
Library.

The portraits and text
she has created will be
preserved as part of that
grant, and they will also
go up on the Library fence
for all to see sometime this
fall. That work is a little
different from the banners
and features portraits of
Chelsea residents and vi-
gnettes of their life’s story.

“People seem to enjoy
the work and want to see
it and I feel like I'm do-
ing so much,” she said. “I
meet people now and they
have stories to tell and
they want to tell their sto-
ry to me...I still have a lot
of Chelsea people to pho-
tograph.”

SCHOOL BUDGET

LOOKS AHEAD

EVERETT - Supt. Priya
Tahiliani and her finance
team announced a School
Budget to the School
Committee that was un-
like any that Everett Pub-
lic Schools (EPS) has seen
— one that looked toward
long-term investments in a
proposed three-year plan.

This year’s School
Budget plan has a lot of
elements at play - includ-
ing federal CARES Act
funding for schools, the
first year of Student Op-
portunity Act (SOA) fund-
ing, and now a calculated
long-term plan to return
more money to students
and school building lead-
ers.

The overall School
Budget ask is $129.395
million — but the ask is
coming in a way never
seen before in the School
Department. Supt. Tahil-
iani said the Budget is a
break from the past ways
of formulating it, planning
it and presenting it. In cre-

ating the Budget, all of the
principals, school lead-
ers, directors and teach-
ers have been part of the
crafting of it — so there are
no presentations or “asks”
from each school. Instead,
that has all been rolled
into the Budget presenta-
tion, which is more of a
blueprint for overall strat-
egy than a line-by-line ne-
gotiation for spending on
things such as paper tow-
els or lab equipment.

“It really is meant to
reflect the scope of invest-
ment in our students and
schools,” said Tahiliani.

At Monday night’s spe-
cial School Committee
meeting, Supt. Tahiliani
and School CFO Anu
Jayanth introduced a bud-
get for the coming Fiscal
Year 2022 that looks to in-
vest federal COVID funds
into social-emotional pro-
grams and academic re-
covery programs that will
likely hit Everett students
with gusto when they re-
turn to a traditional in-per-
son learning environment.
It is estimated that EPS
could receive around $5
to $10 million in COVID
federal funds (Elementary
and Secondary Education
Emergency Resources
funding), and much of
that short-term funding
will be directed to helping
students recover in many
different ways from the
experiences of COVID.

However, beyond that,
the Administrative team
has called for a $35 mil-
lion, three-year plan to
invest in the long-term
educational needs for all
students in the district.

The three-year plan
looks to make permanent
some of the programming
that will be added using
federal COVID money,
things like tutoring, en-
richment programs and
mentoring.

“In this budget we are
asking for a commitment
for a $35 million invest-
ment to students over
three years,” she said.

See REGION Page 13
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“These are for the sup-
ports and stabilization
they need when they come
to school...The pandemic
also shined a light on is-
sues that have long been
with us and aren’t going
away...With the federal
money, when it expires,
we could fall off a cliff
with our programming
if not thoughtful. While
COVID-19 money is go-
ing to be used for one time
investments — like learn-
ing loss recovery, tech-
nology, PPE and testing.
When that money expires,
we want to expand these
investments for the long-
term and that’s where our
three-year plan comes in.”

In the first year of the
plan — the coming Fis-
cal Year 2022 — the plan
would call for diverting
staff directly to schools,
providing social-emotion-
al COVID-19 supports,
providing academic re-
covery supports/staff, and
building up school librar-
ies with an emphasis on
bi-lingual books reflective
of the student population.

In the following year,
FY 2023, the investments
would focus on expanding
the CTE offerings, staffing
libraries, expanding elec-
tives for middle school,
and building up supple-
mental services such as
summer programs. In the
third year of the plan, the
focus would be to add
supplemental services for
credit recovery, build out
a robust after-school pro-
gram and ensure strong
elective offerings in every
school.

Investments in  the
near-term, for the coming
year’s budget would be
in four categories: rich
instruction, safe environ-
ment, supplemental ser-
vices and tailored supports
for families.

For rich instruction,
that includes $3.75 mil-
lion dedicated to starting
to build up libraries, hir-
ing Academic Response
Advisors, implementing
tutoring/mentoring, new
ESL teaching positions,
a K-8 STEM and Litera-
cy manager and starting a
new speaker series.

In health and safety,
they have proposed $1.48
million for Cataldo EMTs
to do pool testing, COVID
response safety liaison
positions, and a new So-

cial Emotional Team. The
Integrated Supports fea-
tures $3 million for sum-
mer programs, a new City
Year Fellows program, a
new Supplemental Ser-
vices Manager, and a new
Re-Engagement Manager.
The Positive Relation-
ship category — or Tai-
lored Supports — includes
$355,658 for Learning Ac-
cess for families, the Tech
Goes Home program, and
a Family Engagement
Manager.

Jayanth said some of
that will lay a foundation
using temporary COVID
dollars for the more long-
term three-year invest-
ment plan.

“This is a fundamental
and strategic departure
from the historic way of
doing the School Budget,”
said Jayanth.

Mayor Carlo DeMaria
gave positive reviews of
the new approach, and
said he looks forward to
talking more about the de-
tails of the plan.

“I love it,” he said.
“We’re all feeling it as
parents. I especially like
the three-year plan and
not to have to take money
mid-year and have to take
money from Free Cash...
It’s good to have a com-
plete budget.”

School Committee
Chair Frank Parker said
he was glad to see a new
approach to the School
Budget in what would be
Supt. Tahiliani’s first real
budget effort — given that
last year she had only been
in office a few months and
COVID-19 had ravaged
all normal budget cycles.

“We’re going to budget
every school,” he said.
“You’ll see actually what
the budget is for in every
school — how much the
Webster School has and
what the Devens School
has allocated. We’ve not
had that granularity in
the past and we’ll see that
now going forward.”

School Committee-
woman Dana Murray said
she liked the idea as well.

“As a taxpayer and a
parent with kids in the sys-
tem, I support the idea that
they took the time to plan
ahead and no go year to
year...I’'m grateful to be
part of a City and school
system that is taking the
long view and not trying
to patch things up short-

term.”

School Committee-
woman Samantha Lam-
bert also applauded the
new approach, but was es-
pecially happy to see that
there was an effort to end
opportunity gaps in the
schools. As a long-time
critic of different opportu-
nities — such as field trips
— in different schools, she
said the Budget moved to
end those inequities be-
tween schools with an ac-
tive Parent Teacher Orga-
nization and those without
such a structure.

“Just making the field
trips  equitable across
schools and not putting it
on PTOs — that’s huge,”
she said.

The presentation on
Monday was a macro view
of the School Budget and
the first venture into the
waters of Budget season.
It will now be presented to
the City Administration to
negotiate the spending and
agree upon a final number.
Then it will come back
to the School Commit-
tee for a deeper dive into
the numbers and the pro-
gramming  investments,
most of that being done
in Lambert’s Finance and
Negotiations Committee.
If approved by the School
Committee, it would then
go to the City Council for
discussion and delibera-
tion within their overall
City Budget process in
May or June.

OUTDOOR DINING
APPLICATIONS

WILL BEGIN

EVERETT - The Ever-
ett License Commission
met on March 24 and ap-
proved a plan to start out-
door dining in a no-frills
process this spring, and
also approved a package
store license for a drug
store inside Encore Bos-
ton Harbor.

Chair Phil Antonelli of-
fered up a vote to allow
the Planning Department
to take over outdoor din-
ing applications at there
meeting, and called for
businesses to begin apply-
ing for the permits.

Last year’s process
eventually was moved to
the Planning Department
for an administrative pro-
cess that didn’t require
License Commission re-
view, and now that pro-

cess will start anew. The
outdoor dining option was
a saving grace for many
restaurants last summer
and fall, and was popular
with the public as well.

“We have opened up
our outdoor dining pro-
gram again,” said Anton-
elli. “Any licensee that
serves alcohol and wants
to have a fenced-in or
roped off area in front of
their restaurant needs to
apply now. The Planning
Department will be han-
dling that in conjunction
with City Attorney Keith
Slattery.”

Antonelli said the Plan-
ning Department and
Slattery will review ap-
plications for safety and
completeness and adher-
ence to regulations. Then,

they will simply inform
the Commission of the
administrative approval.
Any issues that arise af-
terward would potentially
be reviewed by the Com-
mission, though.

The program was ap-
proved 3-0 by the Com-
mission.

* Encore Gets

Package License

Encore Boston Harbor
was approved in a 3-0
vote to get an All Alco-
hol Package Store license
to allow it to sell alcohol
seven days a week from
the small drug store inside
the resort.

The license was need-
ed as the store could not
be covered under any of
the existing licenses ad-
ministered by the Gaming

Commission.

Commissioners at the
February meeting did
have concerns about the
plan, which lacked key de-
tails like operating hours.
They were also concerned
about patrons purchasing
single beers or single bot-
tles and drinking them in-
side the resort and outside
on the HarborWalk.

On March 24, Encore
officials said they would
be selling alcohol Mon-
day through Saturday, 8
a.m. to 11 p.m., and Sun-
day, 10 am. to 11 p.m.
They would use their
existing security to en-
force measures to prevent
people from drinking the
purchases alcohol in the
resort or outside. Patrons
could, though, drink the
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East Boston Branch of the Boston Public Library celebrates 150 years

By John Lynds

In 1848 the Boston Pub-
lic Library (BPL) was es-
tablished as a pioneer of
public library service in
America. It was the first
large, free municipal li-
brary in the United States,
the first public library to
lend books, the first to
have a branch library and
the first to have a chil-
dren’s room.

Few may know that
first branch library opened
23 years after the Copley
Branch on March 22, 1871
was right here on Paris and
Meridian Streets.

At the end of last
month, BPL officials cel-
ebrated the historic first
BPL branch’s 150th An-
niversary. To celebrate the
history of the East Boston
Branch, Branch Librarian
Margaret Kelly hosted a
lecture on Zoom about the
library’s history as well
as special trivia games
throughout the last week
of March.

“The opening of the
East Boston Branch Li-
brary was a pivotal mo-
ment in the history of the
BPL, the City of Boston,
and municipal libraries
across the country,” said
BPL  President David
Leonard. “Not only did
the branch library provide
access to other neighbor-
hoods of Boston, the East
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Telegram from John F. Kennedy congratulating the East
Boston Branch on its 75th anniversary.

Boston Branch has histor-
ically served a population
that has included signifi-
cant numbers of new Bos-
tonians. Having served
such a diverse population
for 150 years, the branch
is a testament to the BPL’s
mission to be truly ‘free to
all,” and a celebration of
local community and civic
engagement.”

This first branch in the
U.S. was formally dedi-

The Battle of Chelsea Creek:
A Zoom Lecture

Monday, April 12 at 7 p. m.

W

Did you know that on May 27, 1775, British Marines and American militia
troops fought in what is today's East Boston? Find out more about the Battle of
Chelsea Creek--it began with an attempt to drive off the island's livestock, and
ended with the capture of a British schooner. Join for this fascinating look at
the Battle of Chelsea Creek presented by local resident, Robert J. Allison.

Robert J. Allison is a professor of history at Suffolk University, and the chair of
Revolution 250, a consortium of 70 organizations in New England planning
commemorations of the American Revolution's 250th anniversaries. He hosts
its popular weekly podcast on the Revolution. He is the author of several books
on Boston history and on the American Revolution.

Registration is required. This event will be held online through Zoom. Email
mkelly@bpl.org to register. A link will be emailed to those registered by 3pm on
the afternoon of the event. Please contact mkelly@bpl.org if you don't receive
the link.

Sponsored by the Friends of the East Boston Branch Library

East Boston Branch of the Boston Public Library
617-569-0271

cated on March 22, 1871
after a soft opening as a
reading room on Novem-
ber 28, 1870. The orig-
inal 1871 East Boston
Branch location was in the
old Lyman School build-
ing located on Paris and
Meridian Streets, sharing
space with the East Boston
Courthouse.

Seeing the community’s
need for a larger space, the
branch temporarily relo-
cated to the Austin School
on Paris Street in 1912
while a new branch library
was constructed at 276
Meridian Street. A second
Eastie branch was later lo-
cated in Orient Heights on
Barnes Avenue.

This new Meridian
Street location opened on
April 21, 1914, and the
East Boston Branch re-
mained there until its most
recent relocation to Bre-
men Street Park in 2013.
The consolidated Bremen
Street location served as a
replacement for the former
Meridian Street and Orient
Heights Branches.

According to BPS the
most notable figure to
support the East Boston
Branch was President
John F. Kennedy, whose
father and grandfather
grew up in Eastie.

e ———
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The Lyman School the East Boston Branch s first Iocatlon

Current East Boston Branch at 365 Bremen Street.

Kennedy anonymous-
ly gifted the East Bos-
ton Branch Library a
record player, amplifier,
and loudspeaker, which
led to the creation of the
first music listening room
within the BPL.

One relic of JFK’s
connection to the branch
remains and is a 1946
telegram in which
then-Congressman  Ken-
nedy congratulates the
East Boston Branch on its
75th anniversary.

“The richness of diver-
sity in East Boston has
been and continues to be
reflected in the branch as
a vital hub and gathering
spot for community en-
gagement, reading, learn-
ing new skills, meeting
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neighbors, and simply
having fun,” said Marga-
ret Kelly. “We are so ex-
cited to be celebrating 150
years of library service,
and we look forward to
many more years of en-
gaging with the East Bos-
ton community.”

The East Boston com-
munity has long been a
constantly changing por-
trait of the people of Bos-
ton. Since its opening, the
branch has proudly served
a vibrant and diverse
community starting with
waves of Italian, Irish,
and Jewish immigrants in
its earliest days, and more
recently welcoming many
patrons from countries in
Central and South Ameri-
ca and North Africa.

§

For a goungmg gather,

he doesn’t know much about helping
a kid get a student loan.

Not everyone in the government knows everything

about the government. So when you need official info

about Social Security, gettlng a student loan, renewing

a driver’s license, or if you’re just checking your local
I weather, go to FirstGov.gov. A monumental source of

useful information. e

FIRSTGOVsov

¥ (800) FED INFO

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

i . \\\\‘-.‘“‘

At its current location,
the 15,000-square-foot
branch includes a read-
ing porch, the first library
teen zone in Eastie, and
the BPL’s first dedicat-
ed early literacy nook.
With views of Bremen
Park and the Boston sky-
line, the building includes
eco-friendly features such
as storm water manage-
ment to conserve water,
sustainably harvested and
certified wood, floor-fed
ventilations and condi-
tioning, high-performance
glass, and a reflective roof.
In 2016, the East Bos-
ton Branch won a Best of
Boston Award for “Best
Neighborhood Diver-
sion.”

=

Virtual Walk for Change:
Healing for Every Survivor

Caminata Virtual por el Cambio:
Sanacion para cada sobreviviente

April 25 | 25 de abril

Register now | Inscribirse ya:
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