
By John Lynds

Officials from East 
Boston Savings Bank 
(EBSB) and Rockland 
Trust announced last week 
that the two banks have 
inked a merger agreement 
for Rockland to acquire 
EBSB’s parent company, 
Meridian Bancorp., thus 
acquiring EBSB in a $1.15 
billion deal. 

Under the agreement 
each Meridian stockhold-
er will receive 0.275 of 
Rockland common stock 
for each share of Meridian 
common stock. 

According to officials 
the merger is expected to 
close in the fourth quarter 
of 2021. 

EBSB President and 
CEO Richard Gaveganao 
said last week this trans-
action brings together 
two strong banks with a 
long and rich history serv-
ing and investing in local 
communities. 

“We are excited to join a 
like-minded organization 
dedicated to creating ex-
ceptional customer expe-
riences, built on trust and 
quality service, while also 
providing an attractive re-
turn to our stockholders,” 
said Gavegnano. 

Rockland President and 
CEO Christopher Oddle-
ifson added this merger 
is consistent with Rock-
alnd’s strategy of acquir-
ing banks in overlapping 
and adjacent markets who 
share his bank’s “rela-
tionship-focused style of 
banking”. 

“East Boston Savings 
Bank has been committed 
to building meaningful 
connections with their cus-
tomers since 1848 and we 
are excited to work along-
side them to deepen those 
relationships with expand-
ed products, services, and 
technology,” said Oddle-
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Virtual Fundraising Event - April 29th – 7:00 PM 
You may use the QR code to register for the event  

and bid on the wonderful prize. 

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

$549,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION - 2 BED, 2 BATH

5 CONDOS FOR SALE

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 
eastietimes.com

See STORYWALK Page 2

See EBSB Page 2

By John Lynds

East Boston resident 
Magdalena Ayed founded 
The Harborkeepers.  The 
goal of the organization is 
to improve environmen-
tal justice, harbor stew-
ardship and access to the 
neighborhood’s 15 miles 
of coastline. 

“Our mission is build-
ing coastal community 
resiliency and environ-
mental advocacy in East 
Boston through engage-

ment, education and stew-
ardship,” said Ayed. “This 
is a very grassroots effort. 
We have been out there  
cleaning the harbor. It’s a 
uniting community activi-
ty. We want a vision of the 
waterfront to be the vision 
of the community.” 

So when Acting Mayor 
Kim Janey announced on 
Earth Day that the city will 
begin distributing new re-
cycle bins made partly 

StoryWalk 
series 
comes to 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

A family-friendly out-
door multilingual program 
that combines reading with 
the outdoors kicked off last 
week and will run through 
May 10 at American Le-
gion Playground as well as 
the East Boston Branch of 
the Boston Public Library 
on Bremen Street. 

The city’s second Sto-
ryWalk series will be held 
at American Legion Play-
ground and the East Bos-
ton Branch Library in both 
English and Arabic. 

At the park there will 
be a  multicultural “board 
book” that lets young chil-
dren explore the area. The 
board book’s bold illus-
trations show children the 
people or animals they will 
meet, and objects that they 
will see and hear during 
the outdoor park experi-
ence. Laminated pages 
from children’s books are 
attached to wooden stakes 
and installed along outdoor 
paths. As visitors stroll 
through the park, they are 
directed to the next page in 
the story. 

According to the Boston 
Public Library the chosen 
book is “Listen, Listen” 
This beautifully illustrated 
story explores the different 
seasons and the amazing 
sights and sounds of na-
ture.

Rockland Trust will acquire 
East Boston Savings Bank

Merger

City recycle bins made 
from ocean waste delights 

By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC) was one of 11 
community-based orga-
nizations to receive grant 
money as part of the Bos-
ton’s new Vaccine Equity 
Grant Initiative. 

Acting Mayor Kim 
Janey, the Boston Public 
Health Commission and 
the Office of Health and 
Human Services made the 
announcement last Thurs-
day that EBNHC and the 
10 other organizations 
will share in a total of $1.5 
million to increase vac-
cine access and awareness 
in communities dispropor-
tionately impacted by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 
“As we continue to re-

cover from COVID-19, 
it’s critical that we are 
intentional about our ef-
forts to support Bosto-
nians disproportionately 
impacted by the pandem-
ic,” said Janey. “I am 
proud to award this fund-
ing to community-based 
organizations commit-
ted to expanding access 
to and awareness about 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Thank you for your part-
nership in helping our 
most vulnerable commu-
nities.”

Applicants to the new 
initiative, which kicked 
off in March, were 
charged with developing 

strategies to enhance and 
ensure equitable vaccine 
access for specific com-
munities, neighborhoods 
and groups experiencing 
higher rates of COVID-19 
or facing barriers in ob-
taining the vaccine

These groups include 
Black/African Ameri-
can, Latinx, Asian, Indi-
genious, and immigrant 
communities; persons 
with disabilities; individ-
uals over the age of 65; 
in the neighborhoods of 
Eastie, Roxbury, Dorches-
ter, Mattapan, Hyde Park, 
Roslindale and China-
town, where positivity 
rates have consistently 
been higher and vaccina-
tion rates have been lower 

than the citywide average. 
“We are very pleased to 

be receiving funding from 
the City that will help us 
continue to address and 
advance vaccine equity in 
our community,” said EB-
NHC Vice President Steve 
Snyder. “We look forward 
to partnering with more 
community organizations 
who can assist with out-
reach to their constituents 
– it’s going to take a great 
team effort to get us to the 
level of vaccinating our 
whole community.”

Snyder said the Health 
Center will use the funds 
to support ongoing collab-
orations to administer the 
vaccine to Eastie’s under-
served population. 

EBNHC to receive city Vaccine Equity Grant
See RECYCLE Page 6

The Friends of the Mary Ellen Welch Greenway met with neighborhood volunteers in 
the community recently for a spring clean up of the Greenway.  The group met at the 
Greenway’s Gove Street Crossing and made their way around various parts of the park 
for several hours picking up trash and debris. The group also planted flowers around the 
public open space as well as mulched tree pits and added new soil around flower beds. 
The Friends group and volunteers practiced social distancing throughout the event 
From top clockwise, Friends of the Mary Ellen Welch Greenway and volunteers begin 
cleaning up the Greenway around the Gove Street Crossing; volunteers plant new flowers 
as part of the spring cleanup; a volunteer plants flowers and adds mulch around the fence-
line of the Greenway near Gove Street.

SPRING CLEAN-UP ON THE GREENWAY

Christian Feudo sails into the end zone for the Jets’ first 
touchdown. The East Boston High School football team 
defeated South Boston High, 36-0 to clinch the Boston City 
League championship. See Pages 8 and 9 for more photos.

BCL CHAMPIONS
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ifson. “At the same time, 
we look forward to in-
creasing our presence in 
and around the city and 
reinforcing our position as 
the Boston area’s premier 
community-focused com-
mercial bank.” 

EBSB currently has 42 
full-service locations, one 
mobile branch and three 
loan centers in the greater 

Boston metropolitan area. 
As of March 31, 2021 

Meridian had $6.5 billion 
in total assets, $5.3 billion 
in loans, and $5.1 billion 
in deposits. 

“Following this merger, 
Rockland will have ap-
proximately $20 billion in 
assets,” said Oddleifson.. 
“In addition to the mar-
ket leading commercial 

lending capabilities, this 
acquisition will further 
enhance our core deposit 
franchise value and al-
low for the expansion of 
Rockland’s broad finan-
cial product set to an ex-
panded business and con-
sumer customer base.”

The boards of directors 
of each company have 
unanimously approved 

the transaction. The trans-
action is subject to certain 
conditions, including the 
receipt of required regu-
latory approvals, approv-
al by the stockholders of 
both EBSB and Rockland 
and other customary con-
ditions. 

EBSB // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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StoryWalk// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BIDEN’S CLIMATE 
CHANGE BILL: 

TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE?

President Joe Biden’s ambitious proposal to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions in the U.S. by 50 percent 
(from their 2005 levels) by 2030 marks a dramatic mo-
ment in the environmental movement.

Those of us old enough to remember the first Earth 
Day -- 51 years ago this past week -- know how difficult 
it can be to induce American consumers and businesses 
to adopt environmentally-friendly habits.

The first Earth Day was inspired by the images a few 
months before of Cleveland’s Cuyahoga River catch-
ing fire when the chemical pollutants which industries 
poured into the river (which in turn streamed into Lake 
Erie) were ignited by a spark from the shore.

The shocking river fire and the Earth Day movement 
in turn led to the creation of the federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) with the full support of 
then-President Richard M. Nixon, a Republican.

The EPA soon initiated policies that began to im-
prove America’s air and waterways, most notably with 
the elimination of lead in gasoline.

However, despite the tangible accomplishments of 
the EPA over the past 50 years, our air and water -- the 
essentials of life for all living things -- have remained as 
harmful to our health as ever.

A recent study by the American Lung Association 
concluded that almost 50 percent of all Americans still 
breathe polluted air.

The 1967 movie, The Graduate, predicted the rise of 
plastics (“Benjamin...I have one word for you: ‘Plastics.’  
There is a great future in plastics.”) in everyday life. But 
what the movie did not anticipate was that within a few 
decades, micro-plastics not only would contaminate the 
oceans around the world, but also would be found in 
every major organ in our bodies.

And of course, there is the matter of global warming, 
which soon is set to reach a point that will make life as 
we know it unsustainable in many parts of the world, 
including our own, where rising sea levels will inundate 
the Massachusetts coastline.

However, what is encouraging about President 
Biden’s plans is that for the first time, major U.S. com-
panies are supportive of policies that are good for the 
environment. Although we would like to think that they 
are doing so for the right reasons, the reality is that these 
companies realize that climate change will have a cata-
strophic effect on their business interests.

The U.S. military has warned for the past decade that 
climate change poses a major threat to our national se-
curity and now private industry finally has jumped on 
the bandwagon. According to an article in the New York 
Times last week, “Rising temperatures are likely to re-
duce global wealth significantly by 2050, as crop yields 
fall, disease spreads, and rising seas consume coastal 
cities...The effects of climate change can be expected 
to shave 11 percent to 14 percent off global economic 
output by 2050 compared with growth levels without 
climate change, according to a report from Swiss Re, 
one of the world’s largest providers of insurance to oth-
er insurance companies.”

So we applaud President Joe Biden’s dramatic pro-en-
vironment policies, which incorporate many aspects of 
the Green New Deal put forward by our U.S. Senators, 
Ed Markey and Elizabeth Warren, in tandem with New 
York Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.

And we are heartened that American business is fully 
on-board with the president’s proposals.

Hopefully, the shift in our national policy will not be 
a case of too little, too late. 

On the other hand, for those of us who celebrated the 
first Earth Day in 1970, we have to say, “Better late than 
never.”

EBSB and Rockland Trust officials announced last week that the two banks have signed a merger agreement that will 
allow for Rockland to acquire EBSB in a $1.15 billion deal.

Over at the East Boston 
Branch Library-themed 
book bundles will be 
available for families for 
the duration of the Story-
walk installation. 

The Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department 
teamed up with the Boston 
Public Library, the High-
land Street Foundation, 
the New England Patriots 
Foundation, and Xfinity to 

produce the series of these 
StoryWalk installations 
at 10 neighborhood parks 
across the city. 

After completing the 
StoryWalk, City of Bos-
ton residents are invited 
to scan the QR code and 
enter their information to 
enter to win one of five 
grand prizes of a Kindle 
with a three-month Kindle 
Unlimited subscription 

courtesy of Xfinity. 
The StoryWalk Proj-

ect was created by Anne 
Ferguson of Montpelier, 
Vermont, and developed 
in collaboration with the 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library 
as an innovative way for 
children and adults to en-
joy both reading and the 
outdoors. 

The distance between 
stations will naturally sup-

port social distancing, but 
visitors are reminded to 
stay six feet away from 
those who are not mem-
bers of their own house-
hold. Face coverings must 
be worn in public parks. If 
participants find the Sto-
ryWalk to be crowded, 
they are encouraged to 
come back another time or 
choose a different Story-
Walk location.

Staff Report

On Tuesday, the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
announced that Massa-
chusetts will reopen some 
outdoor Phase 4, Step 2 
industries effective May 
10, and put plans in place 
for further reopening on 
May 29 and August 1. 

The Administration 
continues to take steps 
to reopen the Common-
wealth’s economy with 
public health metrics 
continuing to trend in a 
positive direction. This 
includes drops in average 
daily COVID cases and 
hospitalizations. Massa-
chusetts remains first in 
the nation for first vac-
cine doses and total doses 
administered per capita, 
among states with more 
than 5 million people. The 
Administration will also 
relax the Face Coverings 
Order for some outdoor 
settings, effective this Fri-
day, April 30. 

•Face Coverings  
Order: 

Effective April 30, the 
Face Coverings Order will 
be relaxed for some out-
door settings. 

*Face coverings will 
only be required outside in 
public when it is not pos-
sible to socially distance, 
and at other times required 
by sector-specific guid-
ance.

*Face coverings will 
still be required at all times 

in indoor public places. 
Face coverings will also 
continue to be required at 
all times at events, wheth-
er held indoors or outdoors 
and whether held in a pub-
lic space or private home, 
except for when eating or 
drinking.

*At smaller gatherings 
in private homes, face 
coverings are recommend-
ed but not required. The 
$300 fine as an enforce-
ment mechanism will be 
eliminated. 

•Phase IV, Step 2 
Industries and 

Gathering Changes:
On March 22, Massa-

chusetts loosened capacity 
restrictions and advanced 
to Step 1 of Phase IV of 
the reopening plan. Since 
then, case rates dropped 
by 20%. The positivity 
rate has dropped to the 
lowest levels recorded 
since last summer. 

Effective Monday, 
May 10:

*Large venues such as 
indoor and outdoor stadi-
ums, arenas and ballparks 
currently open as part of 
Phase 4, Step 1 at 12% 
will be permitted to in-
crease capacity to 25%.

*The Commonwealth 
will reopen some outdoor 
Phase 4, Step 2 industries 
including amusement 
parks, theme parks and 
outdoor water parks that 
will be permitted to oper-
ate at a 50% capacity after 
submitting safety plans to 

the Department of Public 
Health.

*Road races and other 
large, outdoor organized 
amateur or professional 
group athletic events will 
be permitted to take place 
with staggered starts after 
submitting safety plans to 
a local board of health or 
the DPH.

*Youth and adult am-
ateur sports tournaments 
will be allowed for mod-
erate and high risk sports.

*Singing will also be 
permitted indoors with 
strict distancing require-
ments at performance 
venues, restaurants, event 
venues and other busi-
nesses.

•Effective May 29:
*Subject to public 

health and vaccination 
data, gathering limits will 
increase to 200 people 
indoors and 250 people 
outdoors for event venues, 
public settings and private 
settings.

•Subject to public health 
and vaccination data, ad-
ditional Phase 4, Step 2 in-
dustries will be permitted 
to open including:

*Street festivals, pa-
rades and agricultural fes-
tivals, at 50% of their pre-
vious capacity and after 
submitting safety plans to 
the local board of health.

*Bars, beer gardens, 
breweries, wineries and 
distilleries, will be subject 
to restaurant rules with 
seated service only, a 90 

minute limit and no dance 
floors.

*Subject to public 
health and vaccination 
data, the restaurant guid-
ance will be updated to 
eliminate the requirement 
that food be served with 
alcohol and to increase the 
maximum table size to 10.

 •Effective August 1:
*Subject to public 

health and vaccination 
data, remaining industries 
will be permitted to open 
including:

*Dance clubs, and 
nightclubs

*Saunas, hot-tubs, 
steam rooms at fitness 
centers, health clubs and 
other facilities

*Indoor water parks
*Ball pits
*All industry restric-

tions will be lifted at that 
time, and capacity will 
increase to 100% for all 
industries, with business-
es encouraged to continue 
following best practices. 
The gathering limit will be 
rescinded.

*Depending on vaccine 
distribution and public 
health data, the Admin-
istration may consider 
re-evaluating the August 
1 date. The Department 
of Public Health will also 
continue to issue guidance 
as needed, including guid-
ance to still require masks 
indoors.

For more information, 
visit mass.gov/reopening.

Baker relaxes COVID restrictions
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FIND YOUR NEW FAVORITE SPOT
AT ALLINCLUSIVEBOS.COM

LIFE.
CHANGING.
FLAVOR.

50Kitchen
Dorchester
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             KNOW 
     THE RULES 
BEFORE YOU

DON’T BREAK THE LAW. 
Scan the QR code for the most up-to-date rules from the FAA.

•  Flying drones in controlled airspace, around and above airports, 
   is prohibited without prior FAA approval

•  Violators will be subject to penalties for breaking the law

•  Never fly drones near any aircraft

•  Keep your drone in sight at all times and fly lower than 400 feet

•  Register your drone before your first flight

•  Comply with Remote ID rules
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Recycle // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By John Lynds 

After experiencing in-
creases week after week 
for the past month, East 
Boston’s weekly COVID 
19 positive test rate has fi-
nally decreased last week. 

The weekly positive 
test rate has increased 16 
percent, 20 percent, 10 
percent and 12 percent 
week over week since the 
end of March. 

However, according to 
the latest data released by 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC), last 
week 1,789 Eastie resi-
dents were tested for the 
virus last week and 5.9 
percent were positive--a 
20.2 percent decrease 
from the 7.4  percent re-
ported by the BPHC two 
weeks ago. 

Of the 39,168 Eastie res-
idents tested for COVID 
since the pandemic began, 
19.2 percent overall were 
found to be positive for 
the virus. This was an in-
crease of half a point from 
the 19.1 percent reported 
by the BPHC two weeks 
ago. 

Citywide, the week-
ly positive test rate de-
creased for another week 
and is now well below the 
5  percent threshold.  

According to the 
BPHC, 23,196 residents 
were tested and 3.6 per-
cent were COVID posi-
tive--this was a 26.5 per-
cent decrease from the 4.9 
percent positive test rate 
reported by the BPHC two 

weeks ago. The 5 percent 
threshold has been used to 
plan Boston’s phased re-
opening strategies. 

Eastie’s COVID in-
fection rate increased by 
1.3 percent last week and 
went from 1583.5 cases 
per 10,000 residents to 
1604.4 cases per 10,000 
residents. 

An additional 98 Eastie 
residents contracted the 
virus and there are now 
7,529 confirmed cases, up 
from the 7,431 reported 
two weeks ago. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 

weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the num-
ber of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
1.6 percent  percent last 
week and went from 
67,685 cases to 68,795 
confirmed cases in a week. 
Three additional Boston 
residents died from the vi-
rus last week and there are 
now 1,364  total deaths in 
the city from COVID.

from ocean-bound plastic, 
Ayed was elated. 

“As leader of a local 
Boston organization that 
does everyday ocean con-
servation and sees how 
plastic pollution impacts 
the environment, I am 
extremely excited and 
inspired to see these con-
tainers in our streets,” said 
Ayed. “To see the City is 
finding alternate ways to 
purchase plastic recycling 
products sends a strong 
message to the rest of 
the nation that indeed we 
can make better choices, 
choices that will help re-
duce plastic use and pollu-
tion and thus help reduce 
carbon emissions.” 

The Ocean Core cart 
is made from 40 percent 
post-consumer recycled 
material, 10 percent of 
which is recycled ocean-
bound plastic found near 
lakes, beaches, and water-
ways leading to the ocean.

Distribution of the 
new recycle bins will be 
through a partnership be-
tween the City of Boston 
and the Rehrig Pacific 
Company who makes the 
bins. This partnership will 
supply over 10,000 resi-
dents with the new Ocean 
Core recycling carts over 
the next two years. 

“As Mayor of a coast-
al city that cherishes its 
surrounding waterways, 
Boston is proud to be at 
the forefront of this tech-
nology,” said Janey. “By 
distributing recycling 
carts composed of reus-
able ocean bound plastics, 
we’re taking another step 
in our pursuit to become 
a zero waste city, and to 

ensure Boston is healthy 
and sustainable for future 
generations.”  

Recent studies have 
shown that there is far 
more plastic waste in the 
Atlantic Ocean than pre-
viously thought. With 
Ocean Core carts, Boston 
will reuse the equivalent 
of 61 miles of 2-liter bot-
tles stretched end-to-end. 
That’s the equivalent of 
running the Boston Mara-
thon nearly two and a half 
times over. 

The Public Works De-
partment will begin dis-
tributing the new Ocean 
Core carts to residents who 
have a broken or damaged 
recycling cart in need of 
replacement. Requests for 
a new cart should be sub-
mitted through 311, the 
City’s 24-hour constituent 
hotline. 

“As the first City in the 
nation using this new in-
novative technology, Bos-
ton is leading the way for 
other municipalities across 
the country to acknowl-
edge the importance of ad-
dressing environmental is-
sues today that will impact 
us tomorrow,” said Public 

Works Superintendent of 
Waste Reduction Brian 
Coughlin. “Today’s an-
nouncement on Earth Day 
symbolizes the dedication 
that we as a City have to-
wards achieving our zero 
waste goals.” 

For the past few years 
Ayed and The Harbor-
keepers have seen first 
hand how ocean-bound 
plastic is hurting the local 
environment and planet. 

During one recent 
cleanup along Eastie’s wa-
terline behind Shore Plaza, 
Harborkeepers’ volunteers 
collected nearly fifty bags 
of trash, a shopping cart, 
half-dozen tires, a bicycle, 
toys, pieces of rubber, old 
phones, a TV, and other 
assorted debris. 

“The amount of trash 
that has been collected so 
far, which is now saved 
from being washed away 
by the tide into the har-
bor, is noteworthy,” said 
Ayed. “However, it is also 
a wake-up call that a larger 
multi-stakeholder effort to 
address marine debris and 
improve Harborwalk areas 
on the East Boston water-
front must be a priority.”

On Earth Day Acting Mayor Kim Janey unveiled new city 
recycling bins that reuse ocean-bound plastics. 

Weekly COVID positive test rate drops in Eastie

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 statistics 
by neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID 
testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 

The Ocean Core cart is made from a groundbreaking 40 percent post-consumer recycled 
material, 10 percent of which is recycled ocean-bound plastic found near lakes, beaches, 
and waterways leading to the ocean.

NO INFRINJA LA LEY. 
Escanee el código QR para obtener 

las reglas más actualizadas de la FAA.

•  Está prohibido volar en espacio aéreo 

   controlado y también alrededor y por 

   encima del aeropuerto sin la aprobación 

   previa de la FAA

•  Los infractores estarán sujetos a 

   sanciones por infringir la ley

•  Nunca vuele su dron cerca de ningún avión

•  Mantenga su dron a la vista en todo 

   momento y vuele a menos de 400 pies

•  Registre su dron antes de su primer vuelo

•  Cumpla con las reglas de identificación 

   remota
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EDWARDS TO HOST 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
COFFEE HOURS

Boston City Council-
or Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a neighborhood 
coffee hour at Pazza on 
Porter in East Boston this 
Saturday May 1 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Pazza is 
a locally owned restau-
rant specializing in Ital-
ian food. After the coffee 
hour, Councilor Edwards 
and volunteers will can-
vass the neighborhood to 
collect the required signa-
tures of registered voters 
for Councilor Edwards to 
appear on the ballot for 
this fall’s municipal elec-
tion. 

In announcing these 
coffee hours, Councilor 
Edwards expressed her 
excitement to safely meet 
with community members 
one-on-one in an informal 
setting in order to address 
concerns and improve the 
quality of life for residents. 
Coffee will be provided 
and all are welcomed to 
attend. Covid protocols 
will be followed. Those 
interested in volunteering 
to collect signatures can 
sign up at http://bit.ly/Ed-
wardsVolunteer2021.

MAY HARBOR VIEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION 
MEETING

The next meeting of 
the Harbor View Neigh-
borhood Association, 

(HVNA), will be on May 
3 at 6 p.m. Please note this 
meeting will be present-
ed in English and Span-
ish for our Harbor View 
residents. The meeting 
will be on Zoom. Please 
check the website (harbor-
vieweastboston.com) for 
instructions to participate 
by video or telephone. 
HVNA will continue to 
stream the meeting via 
facebook live as well as 
Facebook, https://www.
facebook.com/groups/
harborviewna.

Agenda
Welcome/Introduction 

(5min)
Announcements   Love 

Your Block, HVNA Gar-
den and Birthday wishes. 
(5min)

Boston Police Station 
7 Update Officer Dan Si-
mons and Sgt. Cintolo

490 Bennington Street 
- Second Presentation and 
VOTE, Attorney Rich-
ard Lynds for EB MHRC 
Holding LLC. Demolish 
existing single family 
home and erect a four sto-

ry mixed use building with 
retail space on the ground 
floor level. 9 Units with 
roof decks and 6 parking 
spaces. (25min)

117 Coleridge Street - 
Second Presentation and 
VOTE, David Choi, Ar-
chitect for owner Jorge 
Betancur. Proposal to ex-
pand the rear porches and 
construct new side porch-
es. Also to renovate the 
existing basement, legal-
ize it and change occupan-
cy from 3 to 4 Units to be 
sold as condos. (25min)

184 Cowper Street 1st 
Presentation, Attorney 
Richard Lynds for own-
er 184 Cowper Nomi-
nee Trust. Proposal is to 
demolish the existing 2 
family home and erect a 
3 story, 8 Unit dwelling. 
Anticipated variances 
IPOD, Use, FAR, Stories, 
Side Yard, Rear Yard and 
Parking. (30min)

The next meeting will 
be on June 7. 

Visit us at http://www.
facebook.com/groups/
harborviewna.

LOCAL STUDENTS 
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

For Advertising 
Rates, 
Call 

617-884-2416

The easT BosTon

FoundaTion

The 
East 

Boston 
Foundation

Phone: 617-561-6336

➧ deadline 
announcemenT

Grant 
Application 
Deadline 

will be 
May. 3, 2021

For more information 
 contact 

Lorene Schettino 
for an application 

617-561-6336
by email: 

lorene.schettino@gmail.com  
or apply online at: 

www.ebfoundation.org

Mom’s The Word! SHOW 
YOUR MOM HOW MUCH YOU LOVE HER!

This is my mother - Mother ’s name __________________________________________________

Drawn By - Your name _________________________________________________

Phone # ______________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________  

DRAW YOUR 

MOM!

Draw Your Mom
• Complete the picture by creating a picture of your mother
• Pens, pencils, markers or crayons, use colors

Email or Text Your photo to promo@reverejournal.com
Please include the publication in the email or text

Or mail to: The Independent Newspaper Group, 385 Broadway, Ste 105, Revere
Deadline for entries will be Friday, April 30th. 

Entries will be published in the May 5th, & 6th issues of the Revere Journal, Chelsea Record, Everett 
Independent, East Boston Times, Winthrop Sun Transcript, The Lynn Journal &

 The Charlestown Patriot Bridge

EMERSON COLLEGE 
STUDENTS 
INDUCTED 
INTO GOLD KEY    
HONOR SOCIETY

The Gold Key Honor 
Society is an interdisciplin-
ary organization founded at 
Emerson College in 1962 
in order to recognize and 
encourage outstanding ac-
ademic achievement.

Membership in the So-
ciety is extended to juniors 
in the top 5 percent and se-
niors in the top 10 percent 
of their class who have 
earned at least 48 credits at 
Emerson.

The following students 
are new inductees into the 
honor society for the 2020-
2021 academic year:

Emma Bruce of East 
Boston - Creative Writing 

BFA, Class of 2021.
Ana Hein of East Boston 

- Creative Writing BFA, 
Class of 2021.

About Emerson College
Based in Boston, Massa-

chusetts, opposite the his-
toric Boston Common and 
in the heart of the city’s 
Theatre District, Emerson 
College educates individ-
uals who will solve prob-
lems and change the world 
through engaged leadership 
in communication and the 
arts, a mission informed by 
liberal learning. The Col-
lege has 3,700 undergrad-
uates and 1,400 graduate 
students from across the 
United States and 50 coun-
tries. Supported by state-
of-the-art facilities and a 
renowned faculty, students 
participate in more than 90 
student organizations and 
performance groups.News in Brief

By John Lynds

East Boston’s total 
COVID cases represent 
roughly 10 percent of all 
the cases in the City of 
Boston. So it is no secret 
that the neighborhood has 
been hit particularly hard 
by the year’s long pan-
demic. 

Now there’s a push 
both by the city and oth-
er health care providers to 
reach traditionally under-
served communities like 
Eastie and ensure more 
and more of the popula-
tion is vaccinated against 
the virus. 

Last week Tufts Health 
Plan and Harvard Pilgrim 
Health Care kicked off 
“Mobile Vax”, an effort 
to vaccinate more people 
among Black and Brown 
Communities and non-En-
glish speaking populations 
in Eastie. 

The Mobile Vax van 
spent the day in Central 

Square Saturday giving 
hundreds of Eastie resi-
dents their first COVID 
vaccination shot. 

The initiative is sup-
ported by The East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC) and Last 
Mile Vaccine Delivery, a 
new public/private part-
nership service that aims 
to accelerate vaccine dis-
tribution. 

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has disproportion-
ately impacted Black and 
Brown communities and it 
is critical that these com-
munities have easy access 
to vaccines,” said CEO of 
the combined organization 
of Tufts Health Plan and 
Harvard Pilgrim Health 
Care Tom Croswell,  “By 
bringing mobile vaccina-
tion clinics directly into 
the community, this col-
laboration is removing ob-
stacles to accessing these 
life-saving vaccines.”

EBNHC Senior Vice 

President and COO Greg 
Wilmot said this col-
laboration brings the 
COVID-19 vaccine di-
rectly to the hardest hit 
communities. 

“It underscores that eq-
uity is a priority for us and 
that we’re committed to 
finding new and creative 
ways to reach our commu-
nity,” he said. 

The Latino Equity Fund 
(LEF), the only philan-
thropic Latinx-focused 
fund in Massachusetts and 
an affiliate of The Boston 
Foundation, facilitated 
its connections to work 
with the combined orga-
nizations of Tufts Health 
Plan and Harvard Pilgrim 
to offer vaccine access to 
Eastie and help overcome 
vaccine hesitancy. 

 “Many Latino fam-
ilies will not be able to 
take time off from work 
to stand in line at a mass 
vaccination center, but if 
you bring the vaccine to 

them, then people will be 
more comfortable being 
vaccinated,” said Vice 
President and Corporate 
Business Diversity Offi-
cer at the combined orga-
nization of Tufts Health 
Plan and Harvard Pilgrim 
Health Care Juan Lopera. 

The new Mobile Vax van kicked off a new vaccination effort on Saturday in Eastie. 

Mobile COVID-19 vaccination buses to visit local communities

Lopera is also Co-Chair 
of the Latino Equity Fund. 
“We have an opportu-
nity to increase vaccine 
access in hard-hit, un-
derserved communities 

while contracting with 
minority-owned firms to 
bring culturally-relevant 
resources to help families 
register.”

By John Lynds 

Three popular East 
Boston non-profits will 
receive a portion of the 
latest round of Boston 
Cultural Council grants 
totaling $489,000. 

Zumix, the Veronica 
Robles Cultural Center 
and Eastie Farms will join 
150 other Boston arts and 
cultural organizations in 
sharing  $489,000 through 
the Boston Cultural Coun-
cil grant program. 

Acting Mayor Kim 
Janey, together with the 
Mayor’s Office of Arts 
and Culture and the 
Boston Cultural Coun-
cil (BCC), made the an-
nouncement last week. 

Janey said these grants 
support the organizations’ 
general operating expens-
es, with the goal of en-
hancing the quality of life 
in Boston through the arts.

“The arts are integral 
to ensuring our city is a 
culturally vibrant place 
where everyone is able to 
thrive,” said Janey. “These 
organizations have done 
incredible work over the 
past year to engage our 
communities during such 
a difficult time, and we are 
proud to support them as 
they continue to carry out 
this much needed work.”

Over at Zumix, Eastie 
popular music and per-
forming arts program on 
Maverick Street, Direc-

tor of Advancement Kim 
Dawson said the neigh-
borhood non-profit is 
planning to use the money 
to help reinstate commu-
nity arts events - partic-
ularly the Summer Con-
cert series this year and 
Big Worlds concert series 
come next fall/winter.  

“We are very much 
looking forward to bring-
ing back these events and 
the opportunity for our 
community to be joy-
ful through music,” said 
Dawson. 

For the second year in 
a row, grant amounts were 
determined by budget 
size. Organizations with 
budgets under $2 million 
received grants between 

$2,000 and $5,000. This 
funding strategy aims to 
better support small- to 
medium-sized organiza-
tions. Organizations were 
evaluated on a series of 
criteria, including diversi-
ty of the organization, ser-
vice to historically under-
represented populations, 
benefit to the public, and 
reflection of the goals and 
ideas of the Boston Cre-
ates cultural plan.

A virtual reception cel-
ebrating this year’s grant-
ees will be livestreamed to 
the Mayor’s Office of Arts 
and Culture’s Facebook 
page (@ArtsinBoston) on 
May 20, 2021 from 6-7 
p.m. 

Three Eastie organization receive Boston Cultural Council grants
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Please
Recycle

Your 94 years of living have 
been a great blessing to Family 

and friends 
too, and our 
lives are all 

enriched 
because we 
know & love 

you!

Happy 94th Birthday 
Louise Hanton
We Love You

EAST BOSTON HIGH FOOTBALL TEAM CLAIMS BCL CHAMPIONSHIP

The East Boston High 
School football team de-
feated South Boston High, 
36-0, last Friday in the an-
nual game that is usually 
played on Thanksgiving 
morning.

The victory clinched 
the Boston City League 
championship for Coach 
John Parziale’s Jets, who 
had earlier won the BCL 
North Division title.

Taelor Thompson 
showed his multi-faceted 
skills with a touchdown 

run, an interception return 
for a touchdown, and a 
30-yard touchdown pass 
to Jashua Delacruz.

Prior to the game the 
Jets recognized their se-
nior players for their 
outstanding dedication 
to the program and their 
teammates. East Bos-
ton High’s seniors on the 
cheerleading team were 
also recognized for their 
support of the team and 
their program.

Senior Ty Birkner.
Senior Christian Feudo.

Senior Darwin Castellon.

Senior Kevin Garcia. Senior Aamir Johnson.

Senior Henry Antunez.

The East Boston Jets 2021 Cheering Squad.
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For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 
7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30am Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, APRIL 29TH 2021 THROUGH WEDNESDAY MAY 5TH, 2021

Gatorade  32 oz .........................................10/$10.00
Knorr Rice or Pasta Sides .........................10/$10.00
Kraft Single Box Macaroni & Cheese .......10/$10.00
Chobani Greek Yogurt & Flips ....................10/$10.00
B&M Baked Beans  28 oz ................................3/$5.00
Best Yet Mayonnaise  30 oz .........................2/$4.00
Arm & Hammer Liquid Laundry Detergent .......$3.99 
Classico Pasta Sauce ......................................2/$4.00
Barilla Plus Pasta .............................................2/$4.00
Kellogg's Special K Cereal ....................................$3.99 
Ore Ida Potatoes .............................................. 2/$5.00
Ellios Pizza ........................................................2/$6.00
Delizza Eclairs .......................................................$3.99 
Hood Cottage Cheese  16 oz ......................... 2/$5.00
Kraft Cracker Barrel Cheese ex: Cracker Cuts ... 2/$5.00

Carando Prosciutto .......................................$8.99/lb
Kretshmar Black Forest Turkey ..................$6.99/lb
Freirich Corned Beef ......................................$6.99/lb
Swiss Lorraine Cheese ..................................$6.99/lb
Wilson Cooked Honey Ham ........................... $5.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday,April 30th to Sunday May 2nd

"while supplies last"

Produce
Sweet & Juicy Cantaloupes ............................2/$3.00
Creamy Smooth Avocados ..............................2/$3.00
Fresh Tropical Mangoes ................................... 4/$5.00
California Fresh & Juicy Lemons ............................. 59¢
Tangy Limes ................................................................ 59¢
Fresh Plum Roma Tomatoes ..............................99¢/lb

"Super for Sauces & Salsa"

Bakery

BAKERY
Chocolate Chunk Salted Caramel Cookies ..........$3.69

10pk

DELI 
Great Lakes American Cheese .................$3.99/lb
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad .......................$5.99/lb
Natural Casing Hot Dogs ...........................$5.99/lb

PRODUCE
California Fresh & Crisp iceberg Lettuce ........ $1.29
Crisp Green Bell Peppers ........................... $1.49/lb
Green Giant All Purpose Idaho Potatoes 
5lb bag ..........................................................2/$5.00

MEAT
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Breast ....$2.29/lb
Family Pack Boneless Sirloin Strip Steaks $10.99/lb
Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 21-25ct  .................. $8.99

GROCERY
Folgers Canned Coffee (ex decaf) .. 2/$5.00 limit 2
Hood Ice Cream ............................................2/$6.00
Tropicana Orange Juice 52oz.  .................2/$6.00

Lofthouse Sugar Cookies ................................... $3.99 
Raspberry or Cinnamon Elephant Ears  2 pk .. $1.99 
Assorted 4" Pies .....................................................99¢

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Grade A Bone-In Chicken Thighs .....................89¢/lb
Boneless Sirloin Pork Chops .........................$1.99/lb
London Broil Shoulder Steaks .................... $3.59/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ..........................89¢/lb

Boneless Sirloin Pork Roast ........................$1.89/lb
Kayem Fenway Beef Franks 14 oz ............. 2/$8.00
Jennie-O Turkey Bacon  12 oz .................... 2/$6.00
Plumrose Baby Back Ribs ..........................$5.99/pkg

Family Pack Specials

We want to see you….  
                  at home!

www.ebnhc.org  •   

Telemedicine allows health care professionals to evaluate, diagnose,  
and treat patients at a distance using telecommunications  
technology, such as a smart phone or computer. Telemedicine allows 
us to continue to provide high-quality care to our patients during  
the COVID-19 pandemic while minimizing exposures.

Telemedicine appointments are being scheduled in Pediatrics, 
Adult Medicine, Family Medicine, Women’s Health (OB/GYN),  
Behavioral Health, Neighborhood PACE, and other departments. We 
use certified medical interpreters during telemedicine appointments 
for languages other than English. 

Do you need to schedule a telemedicine appointment with your  
primary care provider? Did you miss an appointment that needs  
to be rescheduled? If so, call 617-569-5800 to schedule a  
telemedicine appointment. This is especially important if you have  
a chronic or a behavioral health condition. 
You should be treated if needed, especially 
during this public health crisis. We’re here 
to keep you healthy!

EAST BOSTON HIGH FOOTBALL TEAM CLAIMS BCL CHAMPIONSHIP

Senior Cheerleader Elejandra Escalante.

Senior Michael Zelaya.

Senior John Festa.

Senior Cheerleader Kaelyn Gilbert.

Senior Cheerleader Yenifer Lemus.

Anirichna Sophorirath.

A perfect pass from Alex Valencia to Aamir Johnson for 
another Jet touchdown.

Alex Valencia sets up for a pass to his receiver.
Taelor Thompson turns the corner for a big gain on the 
ground.
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37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                     PRICE

Schwartz, Cara M Stys, John           167 Putnam St #2                $499,900

Paco Properties LLC Serra Thomas A Jr Est 82 Saint Andrew Rd             $950,000

Pashos, Evanthia E Winthrop Maverick LLC 4-8 Winthrop St #202          $491,000

44 Ashley Street LLC Tavilla, Christine A     44 Ashley St              $960,000

Laichter, Traci          Powers, Bree 111 Bennington St        $499,000

Red Spade Development LLC  Valerina Condor LLC 197 Condor St                  $1,500,000

Red Spade Development LLC  Valerina Condor LLC 199 Condor St                 $1,500,000

Randall, Nicholas        Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #204            $730,000

Zheng, Wenchu Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #216            $980,000

Bogosh, Michael       Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #219             $840,000 

Sun, Ding Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #301            $829,000

TDH RT            Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #311           $1,169,000

Campbell, Lisa J Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #313                 $1,099,000

Lu, Yao Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #317             $730,000

Patryn, Diane Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #411              $1,187,200

Foley, Edward H Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #PH2              $555,100

Ristaino, Gloria M Hyman, Scott       292 Marginal St #2          $540,000

Patron, Ricardo D         Trichilo Development LLC 1132 Saratoga St #2        $579,900

Delvecchio, Jenna        34 West Eagle Street LLC 34 W Eagle St #1         $630,000

Thomas, Elliott         Winthrop Maverick LLC 4-8 Winthrop St #101         $689,000

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3x2H2h8
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 282 5290

Tuesday, May 4
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

East Boston Resilient Waterfront

Project Description:
The Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA) and the City of Boston are building 
off of the climate vulnerability analysis and resilient strategies developed through 
Climate Ready Boston (2016) and Coastal Resilient Solutions for East Boston (2017) to 
analyze site conditions and develop implementable design options to protect the East 
Boston waterfront and community from future sea level rise and coastal storm events.

mail to:   Joe Christo
   Boston Planning & Development Agency
   One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
   Boston, MA 02201
phone:   617-918-4447
email:   joe.christo@boston.gov

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU21P0633EA
Estate of:
Philip A. Marino
Date of Death
11/30/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Cathy A. Marino 
of Winthrop, MA request-
ing that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Cathy A. Marino of 
Winthrop, MA be appoint-
ed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 

file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
05/19/2021.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 07, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

4/28/21
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU21C0082CA
In the matter of:
Sheska Vanessa Ulfo
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Sheska Vanessa 
Ulfo of East Boston, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing 
their name to:
Sheska Vanessa Mignone
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at: Suf-
folk Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
05/20/2021. This is 
NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 16, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

4/28/21
EB

LEGAL NOTICE

Staff Report

As part of the Bak-
er-Polito Administration’s 
celebration of Earth Week 
in Massachusetts, Gov. 
Charles Baker last week 
joined state and local offi-
cials at the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management 
Agency (MEMA) bunker 
to sign a new Executive 
Order building on the 
Administration’s efforts 
to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions across state fa-
cilities. 

The Order, Leading by 
Example: Decarboniz-
ing and Minimizing En-
vironmental Impacts of 
State Government, sets 
goals and requirements 
to accelerate the state’s 
decarbonization efforts in 
state agencies and public 
institutions of higher ed-
ucation, prioritizing elec-
trification of buildings and 
transportation. The Order 
builds on the Common-
wealth’s national leader-

ship on climate change, 
including an announce-
ment by Governor Baker 
that the Administration 
has met its commitment to 
invest $1 billion in climate 
spending by 2022, sur-
passing that benchmark in 
April 2021.

“Addressing climate 
change requires bold, ur-
gent action, which is why I 
am proud that our Admin-
istration has achieved an 
ambitious goal of invest-
ing $1 billion in climate 
adaptation and mitigation 
efforts, an accomplish-
ment we will continue 
to build on through this 
Executive Order,” said 
Baker. “The Leading by 
Example Executive Or-
der will boost the state’s 
adoption of innovative 
clean energy strategies, 
and I’m grateful for the ef-
forts of our state agencies 
and institutions to help us 
take on the challenge of 
climate change.”

The Executive Order 

reinforces Massachusetts 
as a leader in emissions 
reduction efforts through 
a variety of strategies. To 
reduce emissions and in-
crease energy resilience, 
the Order underscores the 
need for significant en-
ergy efficiency measures 
across the state portfolio, 
as well as the deployment 
of renewable energy and 
energy storage at multiple 
facilities. Additionally, the 
Order:

•Requires all new con-
struction at state agencies 
and campuses to meet 
stringent energy perfor-
mance standards, install 
high efficiency heating 
and cooling systems, and 
meet DOER’s new Spe-
cialized Stretch Energy 
Code when it is promul-
gated.

•Requires all state fleets 
to buy zero-emission ve-
hicles starting next year.

•Requires the dou-
bling of electric vehicle 
charging stations installed 

at state facilities by 2030.
•Establishes specific 

and measurable emission 
reduction targets associat-
ed with building and vehi-
cle fossil fuels consumed 
by state entities.

•Requires agencies to 
incorporate emissions re-
duction strategies into all 
budgetary and planning 
efforts.

•And requires state 
agencies to appoint Lead-
ing by Example coordina-
tors in support of the Ex-
ecutive Order’s goals.

Gov. Baker was joined 
by Lieutenant Governor 
Karyn Polito, Energy 
and Environmental Af-
fairs Secretary Kathleen 
Theoharides, Department 
of Energy Resources 
(DOER) Commissioner 
Patrick Woodcock, and 
Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Mainte-
nance (DCAMM) Com-
missioner Carol Glad-
stone. The MEMA bunker 
features a comprehensive 

energy efficiency and re-
newable energy project 
completed in 2020, over-
seen by DCAMM and 
partially funded by DO-
ER’s Leading by Example 
Program.

Through the Leading 
by Example Program, 
state entities have collec-
tively reduced greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions by 
35 percent from a 2004 
baseline, reduced heat-
ing oil use by 85 percent, 
eliminating more than 18 
million gallons of fuel 
oil, and reduced energy 
use per square foot by 14 
percent. Since 2015, state 
entities have installed 184 
electric vehicle charging 
stations, deployed more 
than 20 MW of solar, 
created 42 new polli-
nator-friendly habitats, 
and completed 57 LEED 
Certified buildings, 35 of 
which achieved a Gold or 
Platinum rating. 

The MEMA bunker 
is the site of a compre-

hensive energy efficien-
cy and renewable energy 
project, which includes 
a state-owned 275 kW 
parking lot solar canopy. 
The project will generate 
376,000 kWh of renew-
able electricity annually 
and result in an estimated 
$100,000 in annual bene-
fits to the site from elec-
tricity cost savings, Solar 
Massachusetts Renewable 
Target (SMART) Program 
incentive payments, and 
demand charge savings. 
Over 20 years, the project 
is estimated to provide the 
site with roughly $2 mil-
lion in total cost savings 
and generated revenue. 
The project received a 
$453,750 DOER Leading 
By Example grant, which 
reduced the construction 
cost by approximately 27 
percent, reducing the proj-
ect’s payback period by 
four years.

Baker signs executive order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions

Staff Report

Last Friday, Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
announced awarding 
$30.4 million in grants to 
602 additional Massachu-
setts businesses though 
the COVID-19 business 
relief program  adminis-
tered by the Massachu-
setts Growth Capital Cor-
poration (MGCC). 

With the addition of 
these  grants, the Adminis-
tration has awarded a total 
of over $682.4 million in 
direct financial support to 
15,004 businesses across 
the Commonwealth. 

Among the 602 busi-
nesses receiving funding, 
grants were awarded to 
126 minority-owned, and 
115 woman-owned busi-
nesses; 97 recipients are 
located in Gateway Cities, 
and 100 businesses have 
not received any prior aid.

MGCC’s business-re-
lief grant program was 
established to provide 
direct support for busi-
nesses, with a focus on 
specific economic sectors 
and priority demographics 
known to be the most im-
pacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

This business relief pro-
gram is a key part of the 
Administration’s larger 
strategy to support small 
businesses and foster eco-
nomic recovery across the 

State officials award $30.4 million in grants
Commonwealth. Through 
Small Business Technical 
Assistance grants, as well 
as matching grants for 
Community Development 
Financial Institutions and 
Community Development 
Corporations, the Ad-
ministration is investing 
a record amount of fund-
ing in the organizations 
across Massachusetts that 
are providing services and 
capital to small business-
es, many of them owned 
by women, minorities and 
veterans and serving dis-
advantaged communities.

These awards are part 
of a steady deployment of 
grants and capital funding 
to support economic re-
covery throughout Massa-
chusetts.

Last week, the Admin-
istration announced the 
award of 37 grants total-
ing $5 million to cities, 
towns, and non-profit en-
tities through the Regional 
Pilot Project Grant Pro-
gram. Among the funded 
proposals are projects to 
launch business empow-
erment and marketing 
initiatives, activate vacant 
storefronts as pop-up re-
tail, support regional sup-
ply chain resiliency, and 
create small business sup-
port networks.

This week, the Admin-

istration also awarded 
$1.6 million to 59 tourism 
organizations, chambers 
of commerce, and cities 
and towns through the 
new Travel and Tourism 
Recovery Grant Pilot Pro-
gram, in order to promote 
recovery in the tourism 
industry. Many of the sup-
ported projects are aligned 
with the Commonwealth’s 
My Local MA marketing 
initiative to encourage 
residents to support their 
local economies by shop-
ping at Massachusetts 
businesses and attractions.

As part of the Partner-
ships for Recovery eco-
nomic strategy announced 
in October, 125 communi-
ties are currently working 
with consultants to pursue 
locally driven, action-
able strategies to support 
downtown and commer-
cial districts thanks to $9.5 
million awarded through 
the Local Rapid Recovery 
Planning program. Ad-
ditionally, the Common-
wealth has invested $21.1 
million since June 2020 
in municipal projects 
through the Shared Streets 
and Spaces program, de-
signed to help cities and 
towns implement changes 
to promote commerce like 
outdoor dining while sup-
porting public health.
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The Executive Of-
fice of Health and Hu-
man Services (EOHHS) 
and the Department of 
Public Health (DPH) 
has announced a 
$720,000 grant award to 
the national organization 
Young People in Recov-
ery for the development 
of statewide support pro-
grams for young adults 
recovering from substance 
addiction.

With this fund-
ing, Young People in 
Recovery will develop, 
build, and maintain seven 
recovery support networks 
strategically positioned 
in areas of critical need 
throughout the Common-
wealth, providing young 
people ages 18-25 the life 
skills and peer supports 
they need to recover from 
opioid use, stimulant use, 
or other substance use dis-
orders and co-occurring 
substance use and men-
tal illness. The program 
launches in April 2021 
with the capacity to serve 
approximately 1,400 peo-
ple annually.

“As we cross the one-
year mark of fighting the 

COVID-19 pandemic we 
remain aware of its se-
rious impacts on those 
struggling with addiction, 
especially young people 
who may be experiencing 
social isolation as they 
social distance to stay 
safe,” said Gov. Charlie 
Baker. “This award builds 
on the Commonwealth’s 
ongoing efforts to provide 
support to those who are 
seeking a way out of ad-
diction and from the grip 
of the opioid epidemic.”

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has created an 
extraordinary public 
health challenge in Mas-
sachusetts, particularly 
for many young adults, 
whose social, emotion-
al, and mental well-being 
has been adversely affect-
ed. For those affected by 
substance use, this grant 
initiative seeks to forestall 
the kinds of trauma that 
can have long-term con-
sequences when faced at 
such an important devel-
opmental stage. 

“Studies have indicat-
ed that people between 
the ages of 18 and 25 are 
among the most impact-
ed by substance use dis-
orders,” said Health and 

Human Services Secretary 
Marylou Sudders. “This 
program will provide 
young people the support, 
engagement, and skills 
they need to maintain re-
covery as they transition 
into adulthood, making 
important resources acces-
sible during a time when 
we are combatting social 
and emotional isolation 

caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic’s impact on our 
lives.”

The grant award will be 
distributed over the course 
of FY21-22. The program 
is funded through the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Adminis-
tration (SAMHSA) State 
Opioid Response (SOR) 
grant.

Please visit eastietimes.com

To place a memoriam in the 
Times Free Press, please call 781-485-0588

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com
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Donna DiLeone
Of Lynn, formerly of Revere

Donna (Gentile) DiLe-
one of Lynn, formerly of 
Revere, passed away sud-
denly on April 23 at the 
age of 61. 

Born in Boston on Au-
gust 5, 1959 to Gina (Ia-
coviello) and the late John 
Gentile, she is survived by 
her loving partner, John 
Ierardi of Lynn and her 
former spouse, Genna-
ro Dileone of Italy.  She 
was the devoted mother of 
Vincent Dileone and his 
wife, Nichole  and John 
Dileone, all of Revere; 
cherished grandmother of 
Jaidyn and Gemma and 
dear sister of Mary Jane 
Batchelder and her late 
husband, Robert; adored 
aunt of Ryan Batchelder 
and his wife, Cassie and 
Robert Batchelder. 

A Visitation will be 
held at St. Anthony’s 

Church, 250 Revere St, 
Revere on Monday, May 
3 from 9 to 10 a.m. fol-
lowed by a 10 a.m. Mass.  
Capacity limits will be en-
forced.  Masks and social 
distancing are required 
when entering the church.  
Relatives and friends are 
kindly invited.  Interment 
will be in Holy Cross 
Cemetery.  For guest 
book, please visit www.
buonfiglio.com

Alan DeAngelis
Longtime Amtrak employee

Alan DeAngelis of Ev-
erett, formerly of Revere, 
passed away surrounded 
by his loving family on 
April 20 at the age of 66.

Alan was a former em-
ployee of Amtrak dedicat-
edly serving the company 
for over 33 years

He was the beloved 
husband of Bernadette 
(Lupis) DeAngelis, loving 
son of the late Edward and 
Helen (Johnson) DeAnge-
lis; devoted father of 
Jennifer Weaver and her 
husband, JR of Plainville, 
Nicholas DeAngelis and 
his wife, Kristin of Wo-
burn and Melissa Booth 
and her husband, Roy of 
Chelsea; adored grand-
father of Alexis, Frankie, 
Marcella and Bella. 

Family and friends hon-
ored Alan’s life by gather-
ing at the Ruggiero Fam-

ily Memorial Home, East 
Boston on Friday, April 
23 and a Funeral Mass 
was celebrated on Satur-
day, April 24 at St. Mary 
of the Assumption Church 
in Revere.

Memorial donations 
may be made in Alan’s 
name to Care Dimensions, 
75 Sylvan Street, Danvers, 
MA 01923.  To leave an 
online condolence please 
visit www.ruggieromh.
com

A bouquet of beautiful memories,
Sprayed with a million tears,

Wishing God could have spared you
If just for a few more years.

It does not take a special day 
for us to think of you

Each Mass we hear, each prayer we say, 
is offered up for you.

We cannot bring the old days back, when 
we were all together,

The family chain is broken now, but memories live forever.
May he rest in peace dear Jesus, in thy Heavenly home above,

With the Sacred Heart of Jesus in His Own Eternal Love.
Along the road to yesterday, That leads us straight to you
Are the memories of happy days, together we once knew.

A silent grief that’s in our hearts,
No human eye can trace,

For many a broken heart is hid, beneath a smiling face
Miss You Always

Your Loving Family

In Loving Memory
6th Year Anniversary

William Joseph Gleeson, III
“Willy”

Dec. 31, 1990 — April 26, 2015

Staff Report

Care Dimensions, the 
largest hospice and pal-
liative care provider to 
adults and children in 
Massachusetts, will hold 
online training classes for 
those interested in becom-
ing volunteers for the non-
profit organization. Train-
ing will be held via Zoom 
June 1-24 on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. and June 7-30 
on Mondays and Wednes-
days from 9 to 11:30 a.m.

Ordinary people can 
make an extraordinary dif-
ference in the lives of our 
patients. Are you able to 
visit with a patient; listen 
to the patient’s concerns 
and provide a supportive, 

comforting presence? Can 
you hold a hand or engage 
in a shared interest or hob-
by? Are you able to help 
with letter-writing or life 
review; read to a patient; 
play games with a patient 
or family member? No 
matter what your skills, 
talents or motivation, we 
have a volunteer opportu-
nity for you!

As more of the popula-
tion becomes vaccinated 
against COVID-19, our 
volunteers will resume 
in-person visits with pa-
tients in their homes and 
will be provided with all 
necessary personal protec-
tive equipment. If patient 
visits are not the right fit 
for you, you can contrib-
ute in other ways, such as 

providing administrative 
office support or making 
check-in phone calls to 
current patients or be-
reaved family member. 

To apply online visit 
www.CareDimensions.
org/VolunteerApplication. 

For information about be-
coming a hospice volun-
teer or to register, please 
contact Fran Clements at 
FClements@CareDimen-
sions.org or call 978-750-
9349. 

Care Dimensions is looking for hospice volunteers, with 
online trainings beginning on June 1.

Make a difference as a hospice volunteer

Staff Report 

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration filed legisla-
tion this week to improve 
road safety, entitled, “An 
Act Relative to Improv-
ing Safety on the Roads of 
the Commonwealth.” The 
legislation includes pro-
visions previously filed 
by the Administration in 
2019 and several new pro-
posals, including increas-
ing penalties for individ-
uals who cause personal 
injury while driving on a 
non-administratively sus-
pended license.

“These proposals will 
make Massachusetts road-
ways and streets safer for 
all travelers and will help 
reduce roadway fatali-
ties across the state,” said 
Gov. Charles Baker. “This 
legislative package builds 
upon laws enacted in 2019 
to prevent and enforce 
distracted driving, and we 
look forward to working 
with our partners in the 
Legislature to take addi-
tional steps to improve 
road safety.”

An Act Relative to Im-
proving Safety on the 
Roads of the Common-
wealth, includes proposals 
on the following new and 
previously filed topics: 

•Primary Seatbelt: al-
lows law enforcement 

to stop motorists for not 
wearing a seatbelt.

•Haley’s Law: increases 
penalties for individuals 
who cause personal injury 
while driving on a non-ad-
ministratively suspended 
license. New provisions 
would create three levels 
of new “aggravating fac-
tors” to driving while sus-
pended: 1) Driving negli-
gently/recklessly: fine up 
to $1,000 and up to five 
years in prison; 2) Caus-
ing “serious bodily inju-
ry:” fine up $3,000 and 
house of correction up to 
two-and-a-half years; and 
3) Causing death: fine up 
to $5,000 and mandatory 
two years to a maximum 
of 10 years in prison. Cur-
rent statute simply penal-
izes for driving while sus-
pended.

•Traffic Camera En-
forcement Local Option: 
allows localities to place 
red light cameras at in-
tersections (and the De-
partment of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR)/
MassDOT-owned roads 
that serve as local roads 
with DCR/MassDOT per-
mission). Cameras would 
be restricted to collecting 
photographs only upon a 
violation and only of the 
vehicle license plates. Vi-
olations would include 
running a red light and 

making an illegal turn on 
a red light.

•Bicycle Safe Passing: 
requires a driver to main-
tain a 3 foot “safe passing 
distance” and to travel at 
a speed that is reasonable 
and proper when passing 
a bicyclist or pedestri-
an when there isn’t any 
physical separation (such 
as a protected bike lane 
or curb). Thirty-six other 
states have “safe distance” 
requirements.

•Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL) Changes: 
a refile of previously filed 
changes to the state’s CDL 
laws, which include up-
dates to conform to feder-
al law. 

Crash Data Reporting: 
proposes adding to report-
ing requirements crash 
information involving “a 
vulnerable user,” a term 
which would include pe-
destrians, bicyclists, pub-
lic works or public safety 
personnel working in the 
right of way, individuals 
on farm tractors, and users 
of other mobility devices 
such as scooters and in-
line skates. Current stat-
ute requires drivers to re-
port any crashes resulting 
in serious bodily injury, 
death, or property damage 
in excess of $1,000. This 
reporting on crashes in-
volving vulnerable users 

will assist municipalities 
and state transportation 
entities to identify prob-
lem areas or emerging 
trends.

•Side Guards and Addi-
tional Mirrors: requires all 
Commonwealth-owned 
and operated vehicles 
over 10,000 pounds to 
have side guards, convex 
mirrors and crossover 
mirrors. Additionally, all 
Commonwealth and mu-
nicipal contractors would 
be required to have these 
devices by Jan. 1, 2024. 
Side guards protect bicy-
clists and pedestrians from 
being swept under large 
vehicles, which can hap-
pen, for example, when 
vehicles are making tight 
turns at intersections. The 
convex mirrors comple-
ment the side guards.

•Low-Speed Mobility 
Device Advisory Working 
Group: given the growth 
in use and acceptance of 
micro-mobility solutions 
like electric scooters and 
bicycles, and their unclear 
status in state law and local 
regulation, this bill calls 
for MassDOT to convene 
an advisory group to rec-
ommend a new statutory 
framework to ensure safe 
use while encouraging 
these low-carbon trans-
portation alternatives.

Legislation seeks to improve road safety

Officials award $720,000 for young adults in recovery programs
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Cradles to Crayons 
(C2C) has announced the 
launch of its 2021 Resil-
ience Fund to directly as-
sist families in Massachu-
setts recovering from the 
current health crisis. The 
local nonprofit organiza-
tion is committed to being 

a steady and dependable 
resource for families and 
children in need, and the 
Fund intends to help heal 
the trauma felt by those 
most affected by the pan-
demic’s impact.

During times of cri-
sis, injustice and income 

insecurity, families rely 
on C2C to provide re-
sources for their children. 
Throughout the pandemic, 
C2C has seen an increase 
in urgent requests for es-
sential items from across 
the state, as many parents 
are forced to decide be-
tween buying groceries, 
medicine, and other crit-
ical items. In fact, more 
than one in four children 
live in households strug-
gling to pay rent, buy food, 
or pay for other expenses. 
The creation of the Resil-
ience Fund is intended to 
directly address these is-
sues while strengthening 
and empowering strug-
gling families. This will 
allow C2C to acquire, pro-
cess and distribute chil-
dren’s essentials such as 
new diapers, face masks, 
and hygiene products to 
the hardest-hit families.

“I have been working 
with a mother who re-
cently moved into a fam-
ily shelter while pregnant. 
Thanks to Cradles to Cray-
ons, we are able to provide 
her school age child with 
clothing for school, and 
also provide mom with 
clothes and diapers for her 

healthy newborn daugh-
ter, who was just delivered 
last week,” said a Service 
Partner, local to Boston. 
“We try our best to sup-
ply our families with any 
resources we can find, but 
it is often difficult to find 
a family what they need. 
This would not have been 
possible without Cradles 
to Crayons.”

“Spring is finally here, 
and with it comes the feel-
ing of hope and renewal,” 
said Aubrey Conquer-
good, Executive Direc-
tor of Cradles to Crayons 
Boston. “Although spirits 
are lifting and things are 
heading in the right direc-
tion, it will be a long and 
difficult road to recovery 
for the families we serve. 
We need to keep these 
children and families at 
the forefront of our collec-
tive philanthropy, and our 
Resilience Fund will help 
us provide basic essentials 
so that families can do 
more than survive—they 
can thrive.”

Those interested in do-
nating to the Resilience 
Fund can do so by visiting 
Cradles to Crayons’ web-
site.

Do Some 
& LET US HELP!
Spring has sprung! It’s time to shrug off the winter blues and breathe some 

life back into your home, yard or office! Now for a limited time, get 
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Sammys Carlos 
Deli and Catering 
had a line out the 
door this past 
Saturday, begin-
ning at 8 a.m. for 
there delicious 
Zeppoles, served 
hot with several 
toppings to choose from. Shown above are owner Stephen 
Scire and his daughter, Jessica Presutti. Stephen said, “This 
will be an ongoing thing, our customers love them and we 
will continue to serve them on Saturday mornings while 
supplies last.”

Wednesday, March 31, 2021

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
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Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
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TIME TO MAKE THE ZEPPOLE

Secretary of Health and Human Services Marylou Sudders, Audrey Clairmont, Director of 
Addiction Services NSMHA, Jackie Moore, CEO NSMHA, Katie O’Leary, Director of Recov-
ery Support Services NSMHA, and Judi Lemoine COO NSMHA

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 

eastietimes.com See Easter Hunnies 
on Page 6

Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

We are open!We are open!
28th  Year 

in Business!

We We welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean 
environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!

Hands on care with precautions

By John Lynds

A new resource cen-
ter for people in recovery 
from drugs opened its 
doors in Orient Heights 
Square earlier this month. 

Run by North Suffolk 
Mental Health Association 
(NSMH) Recovery on the 
Harbor at 983 Benning-
ton St. will offer those in 
recovery access to a wide 
array of resources and pro-
grams to help on their road 
to recovery. 

On Friday NSMH staff 
was joined by Eastie’s 
elected officials, members 
of the recovery communi-
ty and Mass Secretary of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Marylou Sudders to 
cut the ribbon on Recov-
ery on the Harbor. 

“It was a really good 
turnout,” said NSMH’s 
Katherine O’Leary. “Ev-
eryone that stopped by on 
Friday loved it. It’s a nice 
big wide open space, it has 
really high ceilings, the 
acoustics are great, there’s 
various different rooms 
and there’s a garage door 
in the middle of the space 

so we can shut it and have 
completely different spac-
es and can have meetings 
on both sides if neces-
sary.”

The only requirement 
for somebody to use this 
center is 24 hours of re-
covery and they have to 
be 18 years old or over. 
O’Leary said It will be a 
member driven program 
based on a peer to peer 
participatory process. So 
the members will decide 
to include things like par-
enting classes; AA and 
NA meetings; Smart Re-
covery meetings; Refuge 
Recovery meetings and 
multiple other pathways to 
recovery programs. There 
is some discussion to in-
clude vocational training 
or a parent support group. 

It’s really just meant to 
empower and enhance the 
community and strengthen 
the recovery community 
overall.

“Some of the sober 
homes in the area--East 
Boston Rehab the Recov-
ery Home have already 
sent some people down to 
use the computers,” said 
O’Leary. “Meridian Hous-
es have utilized the space 
and now we’re starting to 
get more interest from the 
sober houses. I reached 
out to all of the AA and 
NA meetings that were 
kind of displaced because 
of COVID and all of those 
meetings will start to be 
rejuvenated in that space. 
So all of the mutual aid 
groups that kind of went 
away will now have a new 
home. The former direc-
tor of Meridian house is 
going to do the NA group 
that was at the Social 
Center on Friday nights 
and the women’s meeting 
will come back and do a 
Codependency Anony-
mous meeting on Thurs-

Recovery on the Harbor 
cuts ribbon, opens doors

“Everyone that 
stopped by on Fri-
day loved it. It’s a 
nice big wide open 
space.”

~ NSMH’s 
Katherine O’Leary

By John Lynds

Last week Get Kon-
nected!, a local business 
networking organization, 
released its first ever list of 
Boston’s Most Impactful 
Black Women, and Dis-
trict 1 City Councilor Lyd-
ia Edwards was on the list. 

Get Konnected! CEO 
Colette Phillips said the 
honors included two sub-
groups, the 25 Most Im-
pactful Black Women in 
Health Care and Sciences, 
as well as the 25 Most Im-
pactful Black Women Pio-
neers. 

Edwards joined a dis-
tinguished list of female 
Black leaders that includ-
ed City Councilor Andrea 
Campbell, WBUR’s Paris 
Alston, and Boston Public 

Schools Superintendent 
Brenda Cassellius.

“Black women rule 
right now,” said Phil-
lips. “These women have 
forged trails as powerful 
and impactful as early 
Boston activists from abo-
litionist Elizabeth Riley to 
civil-rights leader and icon 
Melnea Cass.” It’s part of 
the mission at Get Kon-
nected! to showcase the 
contributions of people of 
color in the state, and the 
list is a logical next step 
to promote those achieve-
ments. To see the full list, 
take a look at the video 
below.

Edwards, who was 
elected as District 1’s first 
African American wom-

Councilor Lydia Edwards 
named one of Most Impactful 
Black Women in Boston

See RECOVERY Page 12

Eastie parents 
to join State 
House rally 
Saturday

By John Lynds

At 3 p.m. on Saturday 
outside the State House, 
East Boston resident Abdi 
Mohamed Warsame Dirie 
will joining fellow Eastie 
parents and a coalition of 
BIPOC (Black, Indige-
nous and people of color) 
parents to denounce what 
they argue is the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Education’s exclusion of 
parent and family voices 
from full school opening 
policy-making. 

The group of parents ar-
gue specifically that Com-
missioner Jeff Riley has 
overstepped his authority 
with, “a rashly-decided, 
poorly-planned mandate 
to fully open schools five 
days a week for in-person 
learning” without proper 
safety measures in place. 
They added that Riley 
has not seriously consid-
ered the health impact and 
disparities for students, 
teachers, or building staff 
or BIPOC and immigrant 
families hit hard by the 
pandemic. 

Dirie said the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
disproportionately impact-
ed Black and Brown com-
munities in Eastie and oth-
er Boston neighborhoods 
and Riley’s decision was 
made without the voices 
of these communities. 

“Our governor and 
education commission-
er decided to fully open 
schools five days a week 
for in-person learning on 
April 5 without proper 
safety measures in place,” 
said Dirie, who has a 5th 
grader in school in East-
ie. “The state hasn’t made 
an investment to improve 
HVAC systems in all 
school facilities and free/
clear cleaning at every 
school to prevent the ex-
acerbation of certain med-
ical conditions, including 
asthma and eczema, af-

See RALLY Page 8
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Secretary of Health and Human Services Marylou Sudders, Audrey Clairmont, Director of 
Addiction Services NSMHA, Jackie Moore, CEO NSMHA, Katie O’Leary, Director of Recov-
ery Support Services NSMHA, and Judi Lemoine COO NSMHA

By John Lynds

A new resource cen-
ter for people in recovery 
opened its doors in Orient 
Heights Square earlier this 
month that hopes to tar-
get the recovery commu-
nity in Eastie, Winthrop, 
Revere, Charlestown and 

Chelsea. 
Run by North Suffolk 

Mental Health Associ-
ation (NSMH) Recov-
ery on the Harbor at 983 
Bennington St. will offer 
those in recovery access to 
a wide array of resources 
and programs to help on 
their road to recovery. 

On Friday NSMH staff 
was joined by Eastie’s 
elected officials, members 
of the recovery communi-
ty and Mass Secretary of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Marylou Sudders to 
cut the ribbon on Recov-

By Seth Daniel

Even when the City 
was in total crisis mode a 
year ago within the orig-
inal and deadly surge of 
COVID-19, the economic 
impacts on City coffers 
was already in the back 
of minds of many local 
leaders.

In a year’s time, rev-
enues from airport and 
hospitality industries have 
plummeted, and the job-
lessness from it all has 
gobbled up millions in 
emergency relief – much 
of it paid for by the City. 
Now, the City has been 
assured of several million 
dollars in aid from the 
American Rescue Plan, 
and more importantly, 
from an allocation from 
Gov. Charlie Baker – to-
taling perhaps as much as 
$40 million in the first di-
rect federal aid funds for 
municipalities.

The total amounts from 
both sources likely won’t 
trickle down from the fed-
eral government for an-
other month, but already 
local leaders are prioritiz-
ing what needs to be done.

City Manager Tom 
Ambrosino said they still 
have COVID-19 relief to 
tend to, but a high priority 
will be replacing millions 
in lost revenues – particu-
larly due to the slowdown 

at Logan Airport.
“With respect to spend-

ing, our first order of 
business is for the City to 
restore its lost revenues 
from COVID, which may 
amount to $15 million 
or more by the time the 
pandemic ends,” he said. 
“Any additional funds 
will be utilized by the 
City to address COVID 
impacts, including hous-
ing instability, food inse-
curity and small business 
losses. These have been 
the priority areas for the 
City since the pandemic 
began, and we will con-
tinue to prioritize these 
areas with any new mon-
ies from ARPA.”

Councilor Leo Rob-
inson said he would like 
to see more youth op-
portunities, but first and 
foremost he said the City 
should take it very slowly 
when deciding where to 
put the funds.

“My biggest priority is 
not to run out and spend 
the money,” he said. 
“Let’s sit down and talk 
about the best uses for 
this money. Once every-
one sees we got all these 
federal dollars, they’ll be 
trying to grab it. I have 
already had conversations 
about being careful. We 
need clear priorities. Will 

By Seth Daniel

After weeks of negoti-
ating with local leaders in 
Chelsea and Everett after 
being shorted by the feder-
al American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) and the federal del-
egation, Gov. Charlie Bak-
er announced his Admin-
istration would dedicate 
a total of $100 million of 
additional federal funding 
to those two communities 
– and two others that were 
shorted.

The additional funding 
announcement brought 
Everett and Chelsea fur-
ther up from the low levels 
of funding they did have 
under the Plan, but still far 
behind more affluent com-
munities like Newton and 
Brookline and others.

“When this issue was 
first brought to our atten-
tion and when you look 
at the numbers general-
ly, when you have what I 
would describe as relative-
ly better-off financially 
communities getting $70, 
$80, and $90 million, and 

you have places like Chel-
sea and Everett…, which 
have been hit pretty hard 
by the pandemic and don’t 
have the kinds of resourc-
es many of these other 
communities have, getting 
$6, $7 and $8 million – it 
was pretty clear there was 
a problem there,” said 
Gov. Baker. “We began 
serious conversations with 
the local leaders in those 
communities to figure out 
how we might frame this 
to figure out how to solve 
it. Once we reached what I 
would describe as a gener-
al agreement to the prob-
lems they were trying to 
deal with as part of their 
own initiative, we then 
talked to the folks in the 
legislative leadership here 
to incorporate that into the 
planning we do here on 
how we do allocate federal 
resources that are part of 
the ARP.”

The details were still 
very fuzzy when an-
nounced on Thursday, 

Recovery on the Harbor cuts ribbon 

See RECOVERY Page 16

By Seth Daniel

The Chelsea Public 
Schools (CPS) vaccina-
tion clinic has become 
the hot place to be for 
educators from across 
the region, as the district 
seeks to vaccinate its staff 

and others in preparation 
for re-starting school this 
month.

Supt. Almi Abeyta and 
a huge collaboration be-
tween many folks came 
together for the third and 
largest vaccine clinic 
for educators on Friday, 

March 26, at the Burke 
Complex. Offering the 
one-shot Johnson and 
Johnson vaccine, the dis-
trict opened up the clinic 
to the Five District Part-
nership (Chelsea, Revere, 

Teachers from region flock to 
Chelsea educator vaccine clinic

Above, CPS Buildings 
and Grounds Director 
Joe Cooney receives his 
vaccine from CHS Nurse 
Kim Sammons.

Right, New CPS Health 
Tech Cindy Brown and 
Supt. Almi Abeyta help 
to check people out from 
the clinic.

Baker sends 
millions for 
Chelsea aid

People of 
Chelsea 
project 
expands 
banners
for CHS

By Seth Daniel

There will be a day 
when folks in the future 
look back at the work of 
Chelsea photographer 
Darlene DeVita and her 
‘People of Chelsea’ proj-
ect – particularly during 
the last year of the pan-
demic – and marvel at it.

But why wait for the 
future when her work is 
ready and available now?

DeVita has had banners 
on the fence of the Chelsea 
Public Library for many 
months, but now she has 
created new banners and 
expanded the project to 
Chelsea High School on 
Everett Avenue.

“The banners are there 
and they are to celebrate,” 
she said. “I just finished 
putting up new and larger 
banners at Chelsea High 
School along Everett Av-
enue. It’s still pandemic 
work, but these are new 
portraits. There are quite 
a few new ones and some 
old ones too. There’s new 
Black Lives Matter im-
ages from last summer 
and the holidays at La 
Colaborativa and giving 
out food. There’s joyful 
ones and people dancing. 
Who knew it would turn 
into this? Even without 
the pandemic, I’ve always 
been amazed by this com-
munity.”

DeVita said it was one 
year ago this week after 
the pandemic set in that 
she ventured out with her 
camera to see what she 
could find. She had already 
been doing her ‘People of 
Chelsea’ project for some 
time, and wasn’t sure what 
to do when COVID hit. 
The answer came quickly 
when she found people 
and organizations, fami-
lies and neighbors, coping 
with the tragedy as – well 
– People of Chelsea.

That early work turned 

Lost revenues, youth opportunities 
and infrastructure top the 
list of priorities for federal money

See MONEY Page 2
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By Cary Shuman

Attorney Jeffrey Ro-
sario Turco of Winthrop 
carried the communities 
of Revere and Winthrop in 
impressive fashion to win 
the special election for the 
19th Suffolk District seat in 
the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives.

Turco received 1,861 
votes in the district to fin-
ish first in the field of three 
candidates. Independent 
candidate Richard Fucillo 
Jr. was second with 473 
votes while Republican 

candidate Paul Caruccio 
was third with 466 votes.

Turco succeeds former 
state representative Rob-
ert A. DeLeo of Winthrop, 
who served for 30 years in 
the position and became 
the longest-serving House 
Speaker in the history of 
the Commonwealth with 
12 years (2009-20) at the 
helm of the 160-member 
governmental body.

Turco has strong ties to 
both Revere, the commu-
nity in which he grew up, 

By Cary Shuman

Come June 1, people 
who take the Wonderland 
bus to Haymarket or Mav-
erick Square will have 
minutes sliced off their 
travel time.

Because that’s the day 
the city’s long-awaited 
and much-anticipated “bus 
lane” pilot program on 
Broadway (southbound) 
will begin, according to 
city transportation planner 
Julie DeMauro.

DeMauro gave the Re-
vere Traffic Commission 
headed by Paul Argenzio 
an update on the program 
at its March 25 meet-
ing. She further elabo-
rated on the program in a 
post-meeting interview.

The bus lane will go 
southbound from the in-
tersection of Revere Street 
and Broadway and pro-

ceed all the way through 
the Revere downtown 
business district and on to 
the Revere-Chelsea line 
across from the Cronin 
Rink parking lot adjacent 
to Chelsea Creek. The bus 
lane will be clearly paint-
ed on the street. The hours 
of operation will be from 4 
a.m. to 9 a.m.

“The 116 and 117 bus-
es, the 411 bus, and the 
119 bus (which takes a left 
at Central Avenue onto 
Broadway) will use the 
lane,” said DeMauro.

Motorists will not be 
able to park in any spac-
es along the bus route 
on Broadway. Delivery 
trucks would still be able 
to park along the route and 
make deliveries during 
those hours.

The bus pilot program 
was originally scheduled 
to start in October, 2020 

and run on a three-month 
trial basis through Decem-
ber 31, 2020. But due to 
weather concerns and a 
delay in signing the agree-
ment with the MBTA, the 
program was pushed back 
to June 1, 2021 and ex-
tended to a six-month trial 
period through Dec. 31, 
2021.

“It will definitely speed 
up a person’s trip on the 
bus,” said DeMauro. 
“School buses will also 
be allowed to use the lane. 
Also our first responders, 
the Fire Department and 
ambulances, will also be 
allowed to use the lane if 
necessary.”

In addition to the re-
stricted bus lane, there will 
be a traffic signalization 
upgrade on Broadway, 
meaning the city would be 

Special to the Journal

Redgate announced that 
restaurateur Michael Aldi 
will debut ‘TYDE’ this 
summer at the Ryder proj-
ect – bringing a high-end 
contemporary American 
dining experience to the 
breathtaking site over-
looking Revere Beach.

Executive Chef Greg 
Reeves’ menu will fo-
cus on locally sourced, 
high-quality cuts of dry 
aged beef and fresh-
caught seafood, as well 
as local produce and oth-
er premium ingredients. 
In addition to 120 seats 
on the interior of TYDE, 
the restaurant will feature 
an over 100-seat outdoor 

dining concept that pro-
vides a relaxed, tropical 
vacation-like escape just 
steps from the front doors 
of Ryder residents. Ryder 
is located at 21 Revere 
Beach Boulevard.

 “Revere Beach corridor 
is an exceptional location 
that rivals any other beach-
front property in Massa-
chusetts,” said Aldi, who 
is also the creator of Dryft 
and Fine Line at Redgate’s 
500 Ocean Avenue. “We 
are taking advantage of 
the beachfront scene to 
create a vibrant new at-
mosphere with the goal of 
revitalizing the sidewalk, 
and bringing back the cul-

BOARD OF HEALTH 
SURPASSES 
5,000 DOSES 
ADMINISTERED

Mayor Brian Arrigo 
and the Revere Board of 
Health provided an update 
on COVID-19 vaccina-
tion efforts in the city. As 
of Thursday, March 25, 
2021, more than 8,700 
Revere residents had been 
fully vaccinated, and an 
additional 6,000+ had re-
ceived the first of a two-
dose vaccine. The City is 
averaging 20.9 new cas-
es of COVID-19 per day 
and our positivity rate is 
3.75%. Positive cases had 
continued to slowly de-
cline over the course of the 
month of March, but have 
begun to rise over the past 
week.

To-date the Revere 
Board of Health has ad-
ministered more than 
5,000 doses of COVID-19 
vaccine to Revere res-
idents and workers, in-
cluding at more than two 
dozen clinics offered at 
Rumney Marsh Academy, 
on-site at senior hous-
ing facilities and house 
calls to homebound resi-
dents. The Revere Board 
of Health will continue 
to serve as a vaccination 
provider as supply allows, 
including at an upcoming 
mobile clinic for essential 
workers.

Vaccination options 
for Revere residents have 
been further bolstered 
with last week’s opening 
of a vaccination site at the 
Oceanside/Wonderland 
Ballroom, in partnership 
with East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC). Vaccination at 
the site is by appointment 
only and available to eligi-
ble residents. EBNHC re-
ceives a limited supply of 
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EASY RIDE
Broadway bus lane pilot program starts on June 1

TURCO 
WINS

Elected State Representative 
for 19th Suffolk District Seat

LOCAL FLAVOR
Michael Aldi and Chef Greg 

Reeves to debut ‘TYDE’ at Ryder
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Staff erport

Mayor Brian Arrigo an-
nounced $300,000 in grant 
funding will be awarded 

to 15 independently-run 
Revere restaurants to 
support their recovery 
through the spring and 
summer months. Follow-

ing responses from dozens 
of qualified applicants, 
the City increased total 
available funding through 
the pilot program from 
$250,000 to $300,000, 
with businesses receiving 
monthly funding install-
ments, technical assis-
tance and operational safe-
ty support.

Mayor Arrigo visited 
several of the selected 
restaurants yesterday af-
ternoon to congratulate 
owners on their grant 
award and discuss the 
continued challenges they 

See RESTAURANTS Page 9

Arrigo announces $300,000 in COVID-19 
Recovery Grant funding for 15 restaurants

Mayor Brian Arrigo and Tech Leng present a grant to Thmor 
Da on Shirley Avenue.

State Representative-Elect Jeffrey Rosario Turco arrives, 
with thumbs up, celebrating his victory as he enters Casa 
Lucia.

State Representative-Elect Jeffrey Rosario Turco with his family at his victory celebration at 
Casa Lucia.

The following is a sum-
mary of the work complet-
ed this week and the work 
P. Gioioso & Sons, Inc. 
(contractor) has scheduled 
for the next two weeks. 
Please note, the anticipat-
ed schedule may vary due 
to unforeseen site condi-
tions, weather conditions, 
or other factors out of the 
contractor’s control.

Construction
Updates and Schedule:
Two-week Anticipated 
Schedule ( to 4/9/21)
March 30, 2021:
• Construction vehicles 

will not be entering or 
exiting the Larsen Rink. 
Parking at the public 
parking lot next to Citi-
zens Bank will be closed 
to the public on March 

30, 2021 (Election Day). 
Construction vehicles will 
resume entering and ex-
iting the Larsen Rink on 
March 31, 2021. Access 
to public parking in a por-
tion of the public parking 
lot at Citizens Bank will 
reopen on April 1, 2021. 
To April 2, 2021:

HOLY WEEK AT 
FIRST CHURCH 
OF WINTHROP, 
UNITED 
METHODIST

The Holy Week Sched-
ule for First Church of 
Winthrop, United Meth-
odist is as follows: 

Maundy Thursday – 
April 1, 6pm

-Service of Holy Com-
munion at First Church

Good Friday – April 2, 
1-3pm

-First Church Sanctuary 
will be open for prayer (re-
serve a time by contacting 
the church office)

-Stations of the Cross 
booklets available for use 
at home or at the church.

Ecumenical Easter 
Sunrise Service – Win-
throp Beach, April 4, 
6:10am

-All are welcome to this 
25-minute outdoor service 
with joint leadership from 
Winthrop’s churches

-Meet at the north end 
of Winthrop Beach at 
Crest Ave., near the green 
rails

-The breakfast at First 
Church following the Sun-
rise Service is cancelled 
this year.

Easter Sunday at First 
Church – April 4, 11:00am

-Service of Holy Com-
munion

-Easter fellowship hour 
in the rear parking lot fol-
lowing the service.

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;  cottagehillrealestate.com

Wishing you peace and happiness during 
Easter & Passover
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63 SUMMIT AVE 
WINTHROP

Stunning historic Single family with 

two levels of living space.  Well 

maintained with 4 Bedrooms and 

4.5 bathrooms.    $949,000

21 RUSHMORE ST 
#3 BRIGHTON

NEW TO MARKET! Amazing 
brand new townhouse with 3 levels 
of living space. Gorgeous kitchen 
with SS appliances, 2 car garage, 
4 bedroom, 3 bathrooms and a 

fireplace too!  $1,150,000

35 GRAFTON AVE 
MILTON

Completely remodeled home.  
Beautiful kitchen with SS Appli-

ances, hardwood floors throughout, 
fireplaced Livingroom 3 bedrooms 
& 1.5 bathrooms. Spacious patio 
get ready to move right into your 

new home!     $799,900

50 HICHBORN ST 
REVERE

Amazing renovated 2-family home 
in commuter friendly Revere

Location. Gorgeous kitchen with 
granite countertops, 5 bedrooms

3 bathrooms and 4 parking spaces 
too!      $774,900

105 ELLIOT RD

REVERE
NEW TO MARKET! Single family 

home featuring 5 rooms, 2 bed-

rooms & 1.5 bathrooms. Minutes to 

Beachmont station & Suffolk down 

shopping center   $369,900

72 EUTAW STREET 
EAST BOSTON

Large 3 family home in Historic 
Eagle Hill in East Boston. Great 

Rental income property, high ceil-
ings hardwood floor, close to blue 

line T station, 9 bedrooms & 
4 full bathrooms.   

$949,900

UNDER
AGREEMENT

UNDER
AGREEMENT

UNDER
AGREEMENT
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WE WILL BE CLOSED ON EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4TH

WE WILL BE CLOSING AT 7:00 PM 
ON SATURDAY APRIL 3RD

WE WILL BE OPENING LATE ON MONDAY APRIL 5TH 
DUE TO STORE RENOVATIONS
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Town reports 39 additional COVID-19 cases

TURCO 
WINS

Elected State Representative
for the 19th Suffolk District

Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

We are open!We are open!
28th  Year 

in Business!

We We welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean 
environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!

Hands on care with precautions

At the Spring fair at St. John’s the Episcopal Church are 
from  from left to right, are David Pfeiffer, Fr. Walter Con-
nelly, Danny Dalo, Carol Belcher, Chris Foglia, and Ruth 
Koch-Ashton.

ST. JOHN’S THE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH SPRING FAIR

CONSTRUCTION LOOK AHEAD
The Center Business District Construction Project

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
has notified Town officials 
of 39 additional confirmed 
positive cases of the vi-
rus in Winthrop since our 
last reporting on March 
25. These latest numbers 
bring the total number of 
cases up to 2,118, with 35 

deceased (no change), 46 
in isolation (+14 from last 
week) and 2,037 recov-
ered (+25 from last week).

The Winthrop Public 
Health is offering assis-
tance to those who may 
have difficulty registering 
for the Covid vaccine.  
Anyone in need can call 

the EOC number at 617-
539-5837 or email eoc@
town.winthrop.ma.us.

The Town encourages 
everyone to stay informed 
by visiting the official 
Winthrop COVID-19 re-
source page at www.Win-
thropCOVID19.com

By Cary Shuman

Attorney Jeffrey Ro-
sario Turco of Winthrop 
carried the communities 
of Revere and Winthrop in 
impressive fashion to win 
the special election for the 
19th Suffolk District seat in 
the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives.

Turco received 1,861 
votes in the district to fin-
ish first in the field of three 

candidates. Independent 
candidate Richard Fucillo 
Jr. was second with 473 
votes while Republican 
candidate Paul Caruccio 
was third with 466 votes.

Turco received 1,385 
votes in Winthrop while 
Caruccio (88) and Fucillo 
(68) were second and third 
respectively.

See ELECTION Page 3State Representaive-Elect Jeffrey 
Rosario Turco shown with his 
family at Casa Lucia in Revere 
during a victory celebration 
following the polls' close. 
Shown right, State Rep.-Elect 
Turco arrives with thumbs up to 
Casa Lucia.

By Seth Daniel

Supt. Priya Tahiliani 
and her finance team an-
nounced a School Bud-
get on Monday night to 
the School Committee 
that was unlike any that 
Everett Public Schools 
(EPS) has seen – one that 
looked toward long-term 
investments in a pro-
posed three-year plan.

This year’s School 
Budget plan has a lot 
of elements at play - in-
cluding federal CARES 
Act funding for schools, 
the first year of Student 
Opportunity Act (SOA) 
funding, and now a cal-
culated long-term plan 
to return more money 
to students and school 
building leaders.

The overall School 
Budget ask is $129.395 
million – but the ask is 
coming in a way never 
seen before in the School 
Department. Supt. Tahil-
iani said the Budget is a 
break from the past ways 
of formulating it, plan-
ning it and presenting 
it. In creating the Bud-
get, all of the principals, 
school leaders, directors 

and teachers have been 
part of the crafting of 
it – so there are no pre-
sentations or “asks” from 
each school. Instead, that 
has all been rolled into 
the Budget presentation, 
which is more of a blue-
print for overall strategy 
than a line-by-line nego-
tiation for spending on 
things such as paper tow-
els or lab equipment.

“It really is meant to 
reflect the scope of in-
vestment in our students 
and schools,” said Tahil-
iani.

At Monday night’s 
special School Commit-
tee meeting, Supt. Ta-
hiliani and School CFO 
Anu Jayanth introduced 

By Seth Daniel

Deep into Everett’s in-
dustrial landscape off of 
Market Street lies a typ-
ical, expansive asphalt 
parking lot, and now, a 
river runs through it.

It’s not often that a riv-
er is unearthed from what 
has been generations of 
industrial wasteland, but 
that’s exactly what has 
happened this month as 
about 500 feet of the pre-
viously underground Is-
land End River has been 
“daylighted” – freeing 
itself from a failing un-
derground culvert and 
creating a brand new, 
environmentally friendly 
stream that will drasti-
cally improve flooding 
problems in the southern 
half of the city.

The project has been 
in the making for years 
upon years, but was re-
cently unlocked in a pub-
lic-private partnership 
between the City, state, 
federal government and 
The Davis Companies 
– a private developer 
that purchased the Bos-

ton Market Terminal in 
2019 and committed to 
taking on a very expen-
sive replacement of the 
underground portion of 
the culvert. That under-
ground phase will come 
later, and in cooperation 
with Chelsea, but the 
current daylighting proj-
ect is nearly finished and 
has quickly transformed 
an area that seemed unre-
deemable.

“We have removed the 
old failing culvert and 
unearthed the Island End 
River with an open swale 

that is reinforced to help 
reduce flooding frequen-
cy upstream and to re-
store the site for an eco-
logical improvement of 
the environment and pro-
vide a corridor for spe-
cies to come up the riv-
er,” said Zach Chornyak, 
an engineer with Tighe 
and Bond, who has long 
consulted with the City 
on proposed improve-
ments to the stream. 
“The daylighting is real-
ly the first major piece of 

By Seth Daniel

After weeks of nego-
tiating with local leaders 
in Chelsea and Everett 
after being shorted by the 
federal American Res-
cue Plan (ARP) and the 
federal delegation, Gov. 
Charlie Baker announced 
his Administration would 
dedicate a total of $100 
million of additional fed-
eral funding to those two 
communities – and two 
others that were shorted.

The additional funding 
announcement brought 
Everett and Chelsea fur-
ther up from the low lev-
els of funding they did 
have under the Plan, but 
still far behind more af-
fluent communities like 
Newton and Brookline 
and others.

“When this issue was 
first brought to our atten-
tion and when you look 
at the numbers general-
ly, when you have what 
I would describe as rela-
tively better-off financial-
ly communities getting 
$70, $80, and $90 million, 
and you have places like 
Chelsea and Everett…, 
which have been hit pret-
ty hard by the pandemic 
and don’t have the kinds 
of resources many of 
these other communities 
have, getting $6, $7 and 
$8 million – it was pretty 
clear there was a problem 
there,” said Gov. Baker. 
“We began serious con-
versations with the local 
leaders in those communi-
ties to figure out how we 
might frame this to figure 
out how to solve it. Once 
we reached what I would 
describe as a general 
agreement to the prob-
lems they were trying to 
deal with as part of their 
own initiative, we then 
talked to the folks in the 

legislative leadership here 
to incorporate that into the 
planning we do here on 
how we do allocate feder-
al resources that are part 
of the ARP.”

The details were still 
very fuzzy when an-
nounced on Thursday, 
March 25, at a regu-
lar COVID-19 update 
press conference, but 
those close to the situa-
tion seemed to indicate 
that Chelsea and Everett 
might be in line for about 
$28 million each in ad-
ditional funding, while 
Methuen and Randolph 
would receive slightly 
less amounts.

For Everett, that would 
bring up their total fund-
ing (including county re-
sources) to approximately 
$41.59 million. For Chel-
sea, that would bring their 
approximate Rescue Plan 
funding up to $39.61 mil-
lion. That still trails more 
affluent communities 
who weren’t hard hit with 
COVID-19 by a long shot. 
Under the original Plan – 
assuming no more federal 
dollars were awarded to 
them – Newton is fund-
ed at $65.29 million and 
Somerville at $79.06 mil-
lion. However it would 
bring them on par with 
communities like Revere, 
which got $30.54 million.

“As a result of the 
way the bill was de-
signed, Chelsea, Everett, 
Methuen and Randolph 
are due to receive signifi-
cantly smaller levels of 
funding compared to oth-
er significantly hard-hit 
communities,” continued 
the governor. “We believe 
it’s critically important 
these communities get 
the resources they need to 
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The past week featured warmer weather and beautiful, much later sunsets. Here, the 
industrial area of Everett’s Lower Broadway is silhouetted against the orange-setting sun 
last Friday evening, March 26. The sun will not set before 7 p.m. from now until some point 
in September, according to the Farmer’s Almanac.

SUNSET OVER EVERETTSupt. Tahiliani, finance team announce 
forward-looking School Budget plan

Baker allocates 
extra money 
for Everett

See BUDGET Page 2

Outdoor 
dining 
applications 
will begin

By Seth Daniel

The Everett License 
Commission met on 
March 24 and approved 
a plan to start outdoor 
dining in a no-frills pro-
cess this spring, and also 
approved a package store 
license for a drug store in-
side Encore Boston Har-
bor.

Chair Phil Antonelli of-
fered up a vote to allow the 
Planning Department to 
take over outdoor dining 
applications at last week’s 
meeting, and called for 
businesses to begin apply-
ing for the permits.

Last year’s process 
eventually was moved to 
the Planning Department 
for an administrative pro-
cess that didn’t require 
License Commission re-
view, and now that pro-
cess will start anew. The 
outdoor dining option was 
a saving grace for many 
restaurants last summer 
and fall, and was popular 
with the public as well. 

“We have opened up 
our outdoor dining pro-
gram again,” said Anton-
elli. “Any licensee that 
serves alcohol and wants 
to have a fenced-in or 
roped off area in front of 
their restaurant needs to 
apply now. The Planning 
Department will be han-
dling that in conjunction 
with City Attorney Keith 
Slattery.”

Antonelli said the Plan-
ning Department and 
Slattery will review ap-
plications for safety and 
completeness and adher-
ence to regulations. Then, 
they will simply inform 
the Commission of the 
administrative approval. 
Any issues that arise af-
terward would potentially 

Island End River unearthed in a parking lot

See DINING Page 3

By Monday of this week, the stream had been opened up 
and was flowing freely through the area. The restored chan-
nel is 80 feet wide and about 15 feet deep.

See Easter Hunnies 
on Page 5

Mayor Carlo DeMaria hosted a French flag raising ceremony in collaboration with the 
French Consulate of Boston, the Haitian Consulate of Boston, the Everett Haitian Com-
munity Center, and other Francophonie constituents of the City of Everett to celebrate 
the Month of the Francophonie on Wednesday, March 24, at 11:30 a.m. Pictured are City 
Councilor Fred Capone, State Rep. Joe McGonagle, Haitian General Consul Hans Charles, 
French General Consul Arnaud Mentre, Rev. Myrlande DesRosiers, Mayor Carlo DeMaria, 
City Councilor Gerly Adrien, City Councilor John Hanlon, Adeleine Celestin of the Everett 
School Department. See page 14 for story and more photos.

CITY OF EVERETT RAISES THE FRENCH FLAG
By Cary Shuman

Lynn’s Ben Bowden is a Ma-
jor League Baseball player now. 
He’s made it to The Show.

Bowden will begin the 2021 
MLB season on the Colorado 
Rockies’ roster. The Rockies play 
the reigning World Series cham-
pion Los Angeles Dodgers in 
their opening series.

Ben’s parents, Larry Bowden 
and Stephanie Bowden, were 
hoping to be at Coors Field in 
Denver for their son’s debut with 
the Rockies, according to Derek 
Dana, who is Ben’s uncle.

“Obviously we couldn’t be any 
prouder – it was just an awesome 
day Tuesday,” said Dana, speak-
ing on behalf of the family. “Ben 
gives you a call. He’s so excited 
and you’re just so happy for him. 
He’s worked so hard. To finally 
get the chance and to do it on an 
Opening Day roster, making the 
team - we all were very excited 

to hear that. It’s just awesome.”
Bowden, a 6-foot-4-inch 

lefthander, had an outstanding 
spring pitching for the Rockies 
during their Cactus League exhi-
bition season in Arizona.

 Bowden began his local base-
ball journey in the East Lynn 
Little League where his father 
served as league president. He 
was named the Mass. Gatorade 
Player of the Year in his senior 
season at Lynn English High 
School where he was coached 
by Joe Caponigro. He was an 
All-Star player in the Lynn Babe 
Ruth organization.

The news of Bowden’s ele-
vation to the Major League was 
welcomed with joy and pride by 
his Babe Ruth coaches, includ-
ing current president Jeff Earp, 
past presidents Jim Beliveau and 
John Kasian, and coach Mike 
Mageary.

“What a great feeling it is for 
all of us,” said Earp. “It’s out-

standing. He’s just such 
a great kid. His father is 
such a class act. The fam-
ily is terrific. We’ll be 
watching the Rockies’ games on 
TV and we’re planning a trip to 
see Ben pitch in person, proba-

Thursday, April 1, 2021
Th e Ly n n Jo u r n a L
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CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon
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NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
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Our Offices will be 
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Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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By Cary Shuman

Amanda Mena, the incredibly 
talented vocalist from Lynn and 
St. Mary’s High School, saw her 
journey end on the American Idol 
television show Sunday night.

Celebrity judge and music leg-
end Lionel Richie delivered the 
news to Mena via a large-screen 
connection from his residence.

The decision caught Mena’s 
thousands of followers by sur-
prise. Mena was simply sensa-
tional during her audition in front 
of Richie and the other famous 
judges, Katy Perry and Luke 
Bryan.

Mena was hoping to gain a 
spot among the final 24 contes-
tants.

Mena’s accomplishment of 
advancing to Idol’s Hollywood 
Week and her excellent perfor-
mances in front of millions of 

Idol viewers on national televi-
sion will no doubt elevate her 
rising career in the recording in-
dustry.

Many consider Idol the gold 
standard of music/reality shows.  

Mena’s showcasing of her vocal 
talents on a big stage and her in-
teraction with giants in the indus-
try like Richie, Perry, and Bryan 
and Idol’s amazing host Ryan 
Seacrest had to be a thrilling ex-
perience for the 18-year-old sing-
er. 

Mena will be returning to the 
recording studio to work on her 
next album.

Jamie Marsh, general manag-
er of the Lynn Auditorium, told 
the Lynn Journal that he hopes to 
schedule Mena for a concert per-
formance later this year.

Colin Jamieson of Boxford 
(who has family connections in 
Lynn including softball great 
Martha Jamieson, Berklee Col-
lege of Music student Grace Kin-
stler, and Berklee graduate Bren-
nan Hepler (whose stage name is 
“Beane”) all advanced to Idol’s 
round of 24.

Mena’s journey ends on American Idol

Amanda Mena is pictured during 
her appearance on the American 
Idol television show.

CLIMB TO THE TOP

bly at Citi Field (the Mets’ home 
ballpark) in New York .”

Lynn English Director of 
Athletics Dick Newton extend-
ed his congratulatory wishes to 
Bowden.

“The entire Lynn English High 
School athletic program congrat-
ulates Ben Bowden on making it 
to the Major Leagues,” said Dick 
Newton, a former college base-
ball star at St. Leo’s University. 
“We are all very excited about 
the news and wish him continued 
success in his career.”

Dana, who played profession-
al baseball in the San Francisco 
Giants organization, recalled his 
message to his nephew when he 
first entered the Vanderbilt Uni-

versity baseball program.
“Ben used to tell me how 

good these kids were at Vander-
bilt when he first got there and 
I just said, ‘you’re one of those 
guys – you just have to believe 
in yourself,’’’ said Dana. “When 
he got to professional baseball, 
same thing. I said, ‘Ben, you’re 
a second-round draft pick, you’re 
one of those guys. Just believe 
in yourself and good things are 
going to happen.’ He always did 
believe in himself. He kept be-
lieving in himself and he’s there 
now.”

Ben Bowden earns a spot on 
Colorado Rockies’ Opening Day roster

Ben Bowden has earned a spot 
on the 2021 Colorado Rock-
ies’ Opening Day roster. Ben is 
pictured on some of the baseball 
cards during his earlier days in 
the Rockies’ organization. 
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By John Lynds

One topic that is sure 
to be a major focus in the 
Boston Mayoral race is 
each candidate’s plans to 
help local businesses re-
cover from the COVID-19 
pandemic and the subse-
quent economic down-
turn. 

Candidates running 
for the city’s highest of-
fice have been making 
the rounds in East Boston 
with Mayoral Candidate 
and City Councilor At-
Large Michelle Wu be-
ing the latest candidate to 
meet with logical business 
leaders to hear first hand 
the tools and resources 
they’ll need for recovery. 

The neighborhood’s 
small businesses that dot 
the community have been 
the backbone of Eastie’s 
local economy and many 
have been severely im-
pacted by the pandemic 
with loss of revenue, em-
ployees and customers. 

However, as more and 
more residents get vac-
cinated and COVID in-
fection rates come down 

there is light at the end of 
the tunnel. 

On Friday Wu toured 
Eastie businesses and 
met with small business 
owners and workers to 
hear from them about the 
pressing issues facing 
local businesses in and 
around Maverick Square. 

On her listening tour, 
she heard from business 
leaders about their dif-
ficulties during the pan-
demic, recovery plans and 
needs from Boston’s next 
Mayoral Administration. 
She was intentional about 
visiting restaurants and 
other small businesses that 
directly serve the commu-
nity, and have been im-
pacted by the pandemic. 

“I loved meeting with 
small business owners 
and workers in and around 
Maverick Square,” said 
Wu of Friday’s tour. “The 
revitalization of our com-
munities after an incred-
ibly difficult year starts 
with our neighborhood 
businesses which bring 
people together and jump-
start our economy. We as a 
City need to do everything 

in our power to listen, re-
spond to the problems they 
face and help them contin-
ue to serve as anchors of 
our neighborhoods.”

Stops made during 
the Eastie small business 
tour included Las Amer-
icas Travel; Dirty Water 
Dough Co.; Brasil Bra-
zil; 809 Barbershop; Taco 
Mex; and Illusions Hair 
Salon 

Before becoming an 
elected official Wu helped 
her family open a small lo-
cal tea shop when she was 
serving as caregiver to her 
mother and legal guard-
ian to her sisters. Wu said 
part of what inspired her 
to run for office was the 
bureaucracy and red tape 
she faced in trying to get 
her small business off the 
ground. 

Now, with the pandem-
ic wreaking havoc on local 
business, Wu said small 
businesses owners need 
support like never before 
from the next mayoral ad-
ministration to ensure they 
thrive in the post-pandem-
ic era. 

As part of her campaign 

Michelle Wu tours Eastie businesses 

Mayoral Candidate and City Councilor At-Large Michelle Wu toured Eastie’s small busi-
nesses impacted by the pandemic last Friday. Wu made stops to several small businesses 
including Dirty Water Dough (above) , Brasil Brazil )below) and Illusion Hair Salon (left). 

platform Wu has acknowl-
edged small businesses 
are facing unprecedented 
challenges as they strug-
gle to pay rent, serve their 
customers, keep their 
workers safe, and navigate 
reopening and recovery. 

“We must work with 
entrepreneurs and advo-
cates to ensure that those 
with the most need have 

access to relief and ser-
vices,” she said. 

One plan is Wu’s idea to 
create specialized support 
for restaurants. 

“Restaurants have 
been hit especially hard 
during the pandemic with 
government-mandated 
shutdowns and restrict-
ed capacity adding to the 
stresses on an industry 

with already tight profit 
margins,” she said. “Bos-
ton should work closely 
to connect federal, state, 
and local resources to 
neighborhood restaurants 
and work to rebuild the 
local restaurant scene 
with technical assistance, 
place-making, program-
ming, and publicity.”

Cradles to Crayons’ launches new resilience fund

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit engage-

ment, wedding and birth announcements, news 
releases, business and education briefs, sports sto-
ries and photos for publication. Items should be 

forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-
1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news 

releases and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com
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By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol
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Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.
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Following news that the 
state continues to move 
forward with plans to 
build a new women’s pris-
on in Norfolk, former state 
senator, clean energy busi-
ness leader, and current 
gubernatorial candidate 
Ben Downing today urged 
state leaders to abandon 
the project.

“Investing in incarcer-
ation is the exact opposite 
of what Massachusetts 
needs. If there is a genuine 
desire by state leaders to 
focus on more ‘trauma-in-

formed’ care for those in-
teracting with our justice 
system, then our dollars 
should be directed to-
wards decarceration, com-
munity-based alternatives, 
housing, mental health 
care, education, job train-
ing, and the endless other 
ways we can support -- 
rather than punish -- those 
carrying trauma. Our state 
government should also 
engage transparently and 
in good faith with the ad-
vocates for whom this is 
deeply personal; the wom-

en and children and fam-
ilies living with the gen-
erational consequences of 
incarceration every day.

“The Baker Adminis-
tration and Department of 
Correction should aban-
don this project, and the 
state legislature should ex-
peditiously pass Rep. Ty-
ler and Sen. Comerford’s 
legislation to protect 
against this kind of misuse 
of state dollars moving 
forward.”

Staff Report

Kitty Connection, an 
all-volunteer nonprofit 
dedicated to rescuing and 
finding safe, loving homes 
for local cats and dogs, 
will hold an Online Spring 
Silent Auction from 8 a.m. 
Friday, April 30 through 
8 p.m. Monday, May 3 
at www.myminiauction.
com/kittyconnection. 

“Just in time for Moth-
er’s Day, Kitty Connec-

tion’s Spring Silent Auc-
tion is a convenient way to 
find unique gifts for all the 
mothers and other special 
people in your life while 
supporting local pets in 
need,” Kitty Connection 
President Marie Mazzeo 
said. “Our February on-
line auction raised $2,700 
in one weekend and we are 
hoping our spring event 
will top that – providing 
much-needed funding to 
care and provide homes 

for the many cats, dogs 
and other companion ani-
mals we rescue and foster 
every day.”

Kitty Connection vol-
unteers rescued over 700 
cats and several dogs last 
year, many in need of 
major medical care. The 
organization provides 
critical high-cost medical 
care, including surgeries, 
for 30 to 50 cats annual-
ly, and provides funds for 
low-cost medical care to 

30 to 50 adopters follow-
ing adoption of their pets. 
Volunteers provide foster 
homes for animals until 
they are adopted, and Kit-
ty Connection ensures that 
pets are spayed/neutered, 
tested for common illness-
es, and vaccinated prior to 
adoption.

In addition, Kitty Con-
nection runs a low-cost 
spay/neuter program for 
pet owners in need and 
provides education and 

outreach in the commu-
nity about the importance 
of responsible pet own-
ership. The organization 
anticipates restarting its 
feral cat trap/neuter/return 
program when it’s safe for 
volunteers, after the pan-
demic has subsided. 

Dozens of items will 
be up for bid during the 
Online Spring Silent Auc-
tion will allow bidders, 
including themed baskets 
and other gifts perfect 

for Mother’s Day. Auc-
tion items will appear on 
the auction website, along 
with guidelines and pol-
icies, at the auction start 
time (8 a.m. Friday, April 
30). Please direct any 
questions to kcsilentauc-
tion@gmail.com. To learn 
more about Kitty Connec-
tion and pets available for 
adoption, visit: www.kit-
tyconnection.net. 

Kitty Connection spring online auction starts this Friday

Gubernatorial hopeful Downing urges state 
to abandon plans for new women’s prisonStaff Report

The Supreme Judicial 
Court (SJC) has issued an 
updated order regarding 
the operation of Massa-
chusetts state courts and 
courthouses during the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic. The new order 
goes into effect on May 1, 
and will replace the exist-
ing order issued on Feb. 
24, 2021.

The new order allows 
for the resumption of 
12-person jury trials in 
Superior Court criminal 
and sexually dangerous 
person cases as part of 
Phase 3 of the plan for 
the gradual resumption 
of jury trials. The Phase 
3 recommended by the 
Jury Management Adviso-
ry Committee (JMAC) in 
its report of July 31, 2020, 
has been modified in some 
respects, but in general the 
new order authorizes the 
courts to conduct as many 
jury trials as possible in 
as many locations as pos-
sible, consistent with the 
recommended health and 
safety practices. To max-
imize the number of jury 
trials that can be conduct-
ed during Phase 3, certain 
cases that typically would 

be tried to juries of twelve 
will continue to be tried to 
juries of six (i.e., Superior 
and Housing Court civil 
cases), while others may 
continue to be tried to ju-
ries of six with the consent 
of the appropriate parties 
(i.e., Superior Court crim-
inal and sexually danger-
ous person cases). In addi-
tion, certain jury trials will 
be subject to limitations on 
the number of peremptory 
challenges. The cases that 
will be tried during Phase 
3, as well as the locations, 
are subject to the approv-
al of the Chief Justice of 
the applicable Trial Court 
Department. Priority will 
continue to be given to 
conducting jury trials in 
cases where a party is in 
custody.

Phase 3 will continue 
until the SJC issues further 
direction regarding the re-
sumption of jury trials. As 
throughout the pandemic, 
all plans and expectations 
may be adjusted at any 
time in the ongoing effort 
to balance the safety of ev-
eryone who enters a court-
house with the fundamen-
tal constitutional right to a 
trial by jury.

“We are ready to in-
crease the number and lo-

cations of jury trials,” said 
Supreme Judicial Court 
Chief Justice Kimber-
ly Budd, “but our courts 
will need to follow rec-
ommended health and 
safety practices, including 
mask-wearing, frequent 
hand washing, physical 
distancing, and courtroom 
and courthouse occupancy 
limitations, for some time 
to come.”

Otherwise, courts will 
continue to conduct busi-
ness virtually and in-per-
son and courthouses will 
continue to be physically 
open to the public. Judg-
es will continue to sched-
ule and conduct bench 
trials and other hearings, 
either virtually or in-per-
son. Each Trial Court de-
partment will continue to 
post notices to the court 
system’s COVID-19 web-
page identifying how (vir-
tually or in-person) it is 
addressing various cate-
gories of matters.

Clerks’, registers’, and 
recorder’s offices will 
continue to be physically 
open to the public, while 
still endeavoring to con-
duct business virtually as 
much as possible.

SJC issues new order regarding court operations

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

For a Founding Father,
he doesn’t know much about helping

a kid get a student loan.

Not everyone in the government knows everything
about the government. So when you need official info
about Social Security, getting a student loan, renewing
a driver’s license, or if you’re just checking your local
weather, go to FirstGov.gov. A monumental source of
useful information.



Page 14 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, April 28, 2021

with every police reform 
that has come down over 
the last year, but this week 
Kyes said he believed the 
jury got it right when it 
came to the murder con-
victions against former 
Minneapolis Police Offi-
cer Derek Chauvin.

Chauvin was convict-
ed on Tuesday afternoon 
by a jury in Minnesota 
of second-degree murder, 
third-degree murder and 
manslaughter when he 
killed George Floyd while 
in the course of his duties 
as a police officer.

“The jury in the murder 
trial of former Minneap-
olis Police Officer Derek 
Chauvin reached its ver-
dict, finding him guilty 
of all three charges,” said 
the Chief in a statement. 
“As members of the Mass 
Major City Police Chiefs 
Association we strongly 
believe that not only was 
the defendant afforded 
due process as is required 
by our Constitution and 
in conformance with our 
system of justice, but 
that the honorable and 
informed jury absolutely 
got it right and that jus-
tice was served. We hope 
that the family of George 
Floyd finds some solace in 
this historic verdict.”

LEGAL EXPENSES 
ARE IN RANGE

EVERETT - One week 
after some members of the 
City Council questioned 
the outside legal fees paid 
for the tax valuation case 
that took place for sever-
al years between the City 
and Exelon Power Plant, 
members of several City 
Departments said the ex-
penditures since 2017 are 
not out of the ordinary. 
There is a need often to 
get attorneys specializing 
in unique areas of the law 
as many surrounding com-
munity cities have done, 
said City Solicitor Col-
leen Mejia. She also said 
that the notion that her de-
partment doesn’t work or 
farms out all of the legal 
issues is not correct.

“It is absolutely not true 
that we’re farming out all 
the legal work,” she said. 
“We work all day every 
day – as well as nights 
and week-ends. Virtually 
every department head in 
the City calls us at night 
and on weekends. This 
isn’t a 9 to 5 job. We use 
outside legal services to 
supplement and help us 
resolve issues we need 
help with. We don’t know 
all the aspects of the law 
and sometimes legal re-
search doesn’t give you all 
the answers. I don’t want 

it to be thought by resi-
dents and taxpayers that 
we just sit around and do 
no work.”

City CFO Eric De-
mas said there has been 
a tremendous amount of 
change going on in the 
City over the last sever-
al years, and much of it 
has revolved around very 
specialized sections of the 
law like the power plant 
and the casino.

“I don’t think it’s out 
of line with what you 
might see in other com-
munities,” he said. “Be-
tween the casino and the 
change in assessments, 
there’s been a tremendous 
amount of activity going 
on in the last five years 
as the City continues to 
grow an flourish. We have 
to make sure we’re doing 
everything we can to pro-
tect the residents.”

As that has happened, 
Mejia said it has been 
smarter to use outside le-
gal services rather than to 
hire new staff and have to 
pay benefits and a pen-
sion.

“I think it has been very 
responsible not to hire 
more employees and not 
have more unfunded lia-
bilities with pensions and 
insurance and salaries,” 
she said. “It doesn’t make 
sense. If you average out 
all the costs we spend, it’s 
still less expensive (than 
hiring someone).”

Both Demas and Mejia 
also pointed out that some 
fees paid to the City’s out-
side counsel – KP Law 
– actually isn’t paid by 
taxpayers. KP Law usual-
ly has an outside attorney 
present at most Zoning 
Board and Planning Board 
meetings, but some of that 
expense is picked up by 
developers.

Using the 53G accounts 
that can be charged to larg-
er developers for trans-
portation, engineering and 
legal services, the City is 
able to be reimbursed by 
developer dollars through 
those accounts for part of 
the KP Law fees.

Communications Chief 
Deanna Devaney, who is 
also an attorney, said in 
her experience working 
at other cities and towns, 
Everett outside legal fees 
are well-within the usual 
range.

“This is a common 
practice using outside law 
firms,” she said. “If we 
compared to other cities 
and towns outside Everett, 
I would say it’s more than 
comparable…I believe 
Everett is very reasonable 
as to what they have for 
outside legal fees.”

BRUSH FIRE 
SHOWS EXTENT  
OF PHRAGMITES

EVERETT - A massive 
brush fire, fueled by the 
ignition of Phragmites via 
a homeless encampment 
near the Gateway Mall, 
has brought an immediate 
effort to identify and clear 
the invasive Phragmites 
from Everett’s waterfront 
and marsh areas.

The fire on April 6 came 
just as officials, including 
the City Administration, 
Fire Chief Tony Carli and 
State Rep. Joe McGonagle 
had been calling for the 
removal of the Phragmites 
near the Gateway Mall as 
a safety measure.

However, facing some 
pushback from the state, 
nothing had gotten done 
and soon after the blaze 
ignited and threatened 
many of the nearby struc-
tures – and potentially 
the lives of firefighters 
who were unknowingly 
in harm’s way from the 
homeless encampment’s 
stash of propane tanks.

“Deputy Cardinale 
did a great job getting to 
the area and knocking it 
down quickly – prevent-
ing it from spreading to 
the Mall,” said Chief Car-
li. “We knew there were 
homeless people living 
along the River. We knew 
a couple groups of them 
were up closer to Malden. 
This encampment caught 
us by surprise because it 
was so close to the high-
way that you couldn’t see 
it. Once we saw how quick 
that fire was moving, we 
got it down fast. Ten or 20 
years ago, we didn’t have 
too many structures near 
that area. It’s just not good 
to have that interface be-
tween the vegetation and 
these structures.”

Due to the concerning 
nature of the fire and the 
threat to nearby build-
ings, Chief Carli issued 
an emergency order to 
the Department of Con-
servation and Recreation 
(DCR) – with the sus-
tained advocacy of Rep. 
McGonagle – that allowed 
for the Phragmites to be 
removed immediately as 
a public safety measure. 
With that, crews moved 
in immediately – with ap-
proval afterward by the 
Conservation Commis-
sion – to remove the in-
vasive Phragmites along 
the Malden River and its 
tributaries. A longer-term 
plan for the Malden Riv-
er has been to remove 
the Phragmites and other 
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By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

See SUFFOLK Page 8

See HARBOR Page 2

See SUMMER Page 2

See YMCA Page 6

Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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POLICE TRAINING 
PROGRAM

CHELSEA - The Chel-
sea Police Department and 
the MIT Center for Ethics 
and Transformative Lead-
ership collaborated this 
past spring on a unique 
police training program 
looking to build empa-
thy and compassion into 
implicit bias training pro-
grams.

Acting on an existing 
relationship with the MIT 
Center that was used to 
form the innovative Chel-
sea HUB model, both or-
ganizations brought the 
program to the Chelsea 
Police and three other de-
partments for six weeks of 
training in how to add new 
tools to keep situations 
from escalating on the 
street – and to take police 
departments into more of 
a direction of community 
service and safeguarding.

The Venerable Tenzin 
Priyadarshi, of MIT, ran 
the program – known as 
Transformative Citizen-
ship - and said it focuses 
on understanding how 
officers view their com-
munity, how the commu-
nity views them and the 
pressures that mount on 
officers due to the dangers 
inherent in the job – and 
often times incorrect pub-
lic perceptions of them.

The most recent cohort 
in Chelsea was the first to 
take place in the United 
States, and could poten-
tially next go to Seattle. 
There were 33 officers 
from Chelsea and three 
other departments, and 
they had in-person and 
online meetings for two 
hours at a time.

“This is the first time 
we are trying to create a 
model or pilot for a U.S. 
Police Force and maybe 
others too,” said Tenzin. 
“I do believe this is some-
thing that could help all of 
them. This is one of the 
most important set of tools 
they will have. It will pre-
vent even simple things, 
when they escalate, they 
will have these tools and 
will be able to recall them 
to de-escalate situations 
very quickly. These are the 
things that play a role in 
the way officers discharge 
their duties every day.

“In the end, these are 
very dedicated individu-
als that are trying to shift 
the culture so communi-
ties have better experience 
with what the police do 
and police forces do more 
than just policing,” he 
continued.

Chief Brian Kyes said 
he was happy to lead 

the effort with MIT, and 
found it a valuable forum 
for peers to share their ex-
periences.

“This unique partner-
ship provides our Officers 
with valuable insight and 
a forum for shared expe-
riences with peers from 
neighboring communi-
ties,” he said. “It also helps 
to expand their resource 
toolkit, something that is 
important especially when 
presented with complex 
situations. We are happy 
to be leading with MIT in 
this effort.”

Tenzin said confidence 
in policing in the U.S., 
both perceived and real, is 
putting additional stress-
ors on the very people 
that are depended on for 
public safety. Often, po-
lice officers internalize the 
public criticism that erupts 
whenever there is an event 
where use of force is exer-
cised, whether warranted 
or not. Many times, men 
and women who have 
made a pledge to protect 
fellow residents feel that 
the world is against them 
regardless of the outcome. 
This presents a real danger 
both in regards to mental 
health and also with any 
future interactions these 
officers may face in the 
future.

“The important aspect 
is many are drawn to po-
licing by their desire to 
serve the community,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of frus-
tration because…you’re 
only judged by the worst 
in your department. It only 
takes one or two bad in-
stances for the community 
to pass judgment on those 
good officers in the de-
partment at the same time. 
They are only interested in 
doing good for the com-
munity and they’re frus-
trated because of internal 
environments and external 
perceptions.”

The program also 
touches on how officers 
internalize anxiety – the 
idea that they may not 
come home at the end of 
the day – and it also focus-
es on how officers view 
their community. A key 
aspect of the program is to 
help develop an emotional 
resiliency so they can have 
compassion and empathy 
on those they encounter – 
even in the most challeng-
ing circumstances.

“One thing they look 
at is the perception offi-
cers have of the commu-
nity they are serving,” he 
said. “The second thing 
with that is a focus on 
emotional resiliency. It is 
a high-pressure job at any 
given time. We give them 

another tool to help ad-
dress situations with com-
passion and empathy.”

Transformative Citizen-
ship aims to address these 
issues in a meaningful and 
impactful way by explor-
ing the thought process 
and emotions these events 
can trigger. The focus of 
the program is to work 
through implicit biases in 
decision-making and to 
promote emotional resil-
ience and trust both within 
the department and in the 
communities they work.

“I am extremely grate-
ful to the Chelsea Police 
Department and the MIT 
Center for Ethics and 
Transformative Values 
for the opportunity to take 
part in this course and in-
clude more than two doz-
en officers from several 
PAARI-affiliated police 
departments,” said Allie 
Hunter, Executive Direc-
tor of PAARI. “This pro-
gram provided a unique 
and meaningful opportu-
nity to enhance officers’ 
leadership skills, especial-
ly as they engage in pub-
lic health and social ser-
vice oriented community 
policing programs that 
support individuals with 
substance use and mental 
health disorders, as well as 
those experiencing home-
lessness.”

Tenzin added, “The 
work of police department 
is perhaps one of the most 
challenging and demand-
ing for professionals. Our 
goal with this course is to 
further build and strength-
en trust in communities 
where it may have erod-
ed. That is critical to the 
safety and well-being of 
everyone.”

The next step is to create 
ongoing sessions for more 
police departments locally 
and throughout the U.S., 
using what was learned in 
Chelsea. In a period where 
the public is asking for the 
“re-imagination of police” 
this course offers oppor-
tunities for difficult con-
versations that can lead to 
solutions and not just vol-
atile rhetoric, he said.

Anyone interested 
in learning more about 
Transformative Citizen-
ship can contact Tenzin 
via e-mail at The Dalai 
Lama Center for Ethics 
and Transformative Val-
ues at MIT, info@thecen-
ter.mit.edu.

Chief Kyes, Police 
Chiefs Association agree 
with verdict  on Chauvin

Chief Brian Kyes, pres-
ident of the Massachusetts 
Major City Police Chiefs 
Association, hasn’t al-
ways been totally in step 

On Monday, April 18 the 
Winthrop Vikings hosted 
Lynn English at the Win-
throp Golf Club.

Shown above, Eli Wickham 
from the fairway on the 
second hole.

Shown left, Zachary Shea 
works his way out of a 
bunker. 

VIKING ON THE GREEN
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APARTMENT FOR RENT

Apartment for Rent - Broad-
sound Ave, Revere
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, washer/
dryer hook up, large rooms with 
lots of closet space/ Attic stor-
age area, off street parking for 

3 car. NO smoking - NO pets. 2 
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Free Estimates
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CONTRACTOR
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Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
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617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 
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elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
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Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs
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& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

ROOFING 

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE IN  OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 781-485-0588 
OR EMAIL  KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

S O N N Y ’ S 
IMMEDIATE 

ROOFING
Residential & Commercial
• All type Roofing & Repairs

• Licensed & Insured
• Snow & Ice Removal

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

Apply  in Person
920 Broadway, Revere

NEW DEAL 
FRUIT

ALL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE

invasive species, and to 
replace them with native 
plants and shrubs that 
lived along the Malden 
River years ago. The fire 
has seemingly sped up 
that process.

Meanwhile, Chief Carli 
said another issue is the 
safety of firefighters as 
they moved in to put out 
the fire and didn’t know 
of the homeless encamp-
ment. No one in the en-
campment was present 
or injured, but there were 
several propane tanks that 
were stored in the area that 
could have exploded and 
injured fire crews. Luck-
ily, Carli said, that didn’t 
happen.

“It really could have 
been a dangerous situation 
for the membership,” he 
said. “There were proba-
bly in excess of 20 to 25 
propane tanks down there. 
They could have exploded 
from the fire, but thankful-
ly they didn’t. When we 
show up at a fire like this, 
we don’t expect to see that 
in that area. At a grass fire 
in a location like that, we 
don’t expect to see hu-
mans there.” 

Chief Carli reiterated he 
issued the emergency dec-
laration because the situa-
tion just wasn’t safe.

“We want everyone to 
be safe, and that wasn’t a 
safe situation,” he said.

LOCAL BUSINESS 
OWNERS 
RESPONDS          
TO NEEDS

LYNN - You can be 
sure that Lindsay Wallin, 
owner- operator of the 
McDonald’s restaurant on 
Boston Street, will be con-
sidered for the prestigious 
Greater Lynn Chamber of 
Commerce Businessper-
son of the Year Award.

When the pandemic hit 
last year, Wallin knew she 
wanted to do something to 
support her crew, and her 
community, through the 
challenging times. From 
allowing team members 
to bring food home to 
their families after a shift 
to paying an extra dollar 
an hour, Lindsay did what 
she could to alleviate the 
building stress of the coro-
navirus situation.

 In her community, de-
spite closed in-restaurant 

dining areas, Lindsay 
sought new ways to bring 
the McDonald’s magic 
back to children and fami-
lies in her community. On 
Halloween, she organized 
drive-thru trick or treating 
events at her restaurants 
to provide a safe but ex-
citing event for the local 
children. 

 “Since I became an 
operator, opening my 
first store with a newborn 
on my arm, I’ve thought 
about my business from 
a mother’s perspective,” 
she says. “Along the way, 
I’m always looking to find 
ways McDonald’s could 
support parents and chil-
dren in our communities 
– and I couldn’t be more 
grateful to have the sup-
port from my crew behind 
me.”

Wallin, who resides in 
Lynnfield with her two 
children, officially be-
came the owner of  the 
McDonald’s on Boston 
Street in early 2020. In the 
past years, she had been 
operating the Lynn restau-
rant which was previously 
owned by her father, Bob 
King.

“I’ve been running the 
restaurant for awhile, so I 
was already familiar with 
the restaurant and with 
the people, so it was not 
a super-tough transition, 
but the pandemic made it 
tricky, for sure,” said Wal-
lin.

A graduate of Win-
chester High School and 
renowned Babson Col-
lege, a school known for 
its superb business cur-
riculum, Wallin also owns 
eight other McDonald’s 
restaurants on the North 
Shore, including the two 
on Route 1 (North and 
South) in Saugus.

McDonald’s on Bos-
ton Street stayed open 
throughout the pandemic. 

“We closed the restau-
rant for dine-in and take-
out at first, but kept the 
drive-thru  operating the 
whole time,” recalled 
Wallin. “We also had de-
livery, which is actually a 
very big part of our busi-
ness in Lynn.”

Recognizing the stress-
es caused by the pandemic 
to her employees and cus-
tomers, Wallin felt one of 
the most helpful things she 
could do was to allow her 
employees to take home a 

meal for their families at 
the end of their shift.

“It was just one less 
thing for people to worry 
about, with grocery shop-
ping and the availability 
of food and all that at the 
beginning of the pandemic 
– it seemed like something 
that we could very easily 
do to help them out,” said 
Wallin.

A mother of two chil-
dren (ages 10 and 12), 
Wallin said her experience 
as a parent “helped me a 
lot to recognize what par-
ents need and how we can 
better serve our employ-
ees and our customers. As 
a parent, I was able to see 
a lot of things that were 
helpful to them. While it 
was a challenge, it really 
helped me a lot in recog-
nizing that.”

Wallin has been a gen-
erous contributor to the 
Lynn schools. Fundraising 
nights, in which a portion 
of sales go to the school, 
have been very successful.

“We’ve done a lot of 
what we call ‘Teachers 
Nights’ with the Lynn 
Woods and the Harrington 
Schools – basically we 
give 20 percent of sales 
back to the schools,” said 
Wallin. “Of all my nine 
stores, the Lynn fund-
raisers are always the 
most successful. And we 
love to give back. Any-
time anyone asks us to do 
anything, we always say, 
‘Why not?’ – that’s kind 
of our go-to response. 
We look forward to doing 
more with Lynn as schools 

start to reopen.”
Business has been very 

good at her McDonald’s in 
Lynn, which should only 
increase as crowds (hope-
fully) return for sporting 
events at nearby Manning 
Field and Fraser Field.

“Lynn is my high-
est-volume store, it has 
the most potential and I do 
look forward to growing it 
even more,” said Wallin.

And the city of Lynn is 
fortunate to have its midst, 
Lindsay Wallin - a phil-
anthropic businesswom-
an and an authentic role 
model for aspiring female 
business owners every-
where.

ARRIGO, 
BOH START 
VACCINATION 
CAMPAIGN

REVERE - Mayor Bri-
an Arrigo and the Revere 
Board of Health (BOH) 
announced the launch of 
its campaign to reach a 
goal of 70 percent of res-
idents vaccinated by July 
4, a key milestone toward 
reaching herd immunity 
and ending the pandemic. 
The campaign, “Let’s Do 
This, Revere,” features 
residents and community 
leaders in a multilingual 
print and digital campaign, 
as well as a citywide ther-
mometer tracking system 
that will provide weekly 
updates for residents. 

“The vaccine rollout 
is our path forward in re-
turning to normalcy after 
an incredibly challenging 

year,” said Mayor Brian 
Arrigo. “The ‘Let’s Do 
This, Revere’ campaign 
aims to create excitement 
around the possibilities of 
a fully vaccinated Revere. 
The more residents vacci-
nated, the closer we are to 
going back to the activi-
ties we loved prior to the 
pandemic.”

As of Thursday, April 
15, 23.6 percent of Revere 
residents had been ful-
ly vaccinated. Yesterday, 
April 19, the statewide 
vaccine phasing program 
opened eligibility to all 
adults 18 and older.  

The campaign features: 
• 7 thermometers po-

sitioned around the city, 
which will be updated 
weekly to provide the 
community with progress 
updates and motivation 

• The vaccination sto-
ries of dozens of com-
munity leaders, dubbed 
“vaccine champions,” 
that represent the diversi-
ty of the city. Our vaccine 
champions include Mayor 
Brian Arrigo and Daveen 
Arrigo, Representative 
Jessica Giannino, Alber-
to Vasallo, Dr. Nathalee 
Kong, Felix Arroyo, Fa-
ther Xavier, Dimple Rana, 
Michael Hinojosa, Olga 
Tacure, Fatou Drammeh, 
Dean Paskos (Frankie 
Fannabla), Kourou Pich, 
Nezha Louaddi, Brandon 
Brito, Father John Sher-
idan, Angelica Cardo-
na-Ramirez, and Diana 
Cardona. 

• Billboards and fly-
ers featuring community 

leaders and driving resi-
dents toward vaccination 
resources

• Downloadable Face-
book frames for residents 
and community leaders 
to use to share their vac-
cination story in English, 
Spanish, Arabic, and Por-
tuguese.

Outreach continues 
with the Revere COVID 
ambassadors, who rou-
tinely distribute multi-
lingual clinic flyers to 
businesses, employees, 
houses of worship, and 
neighborhoods. The 
COVID ambassadors pro-
vide multi-lingual support 
at the Revere Board of 
Health vaccine clinics and 
help answer questions at 
the Revere Vaccine Ho-
tline (781-286-8182).

Currently, Revere can 
receive their vaccination 
at a number of different 
clinics and pharmacies. 
Residents are urged to 
sign up for Revere Board 
of Health updates at www.
revere.org/vaccine-sig-
nup to stay in the loop 
with vaccination clinics 
hosted by the City. Sign 
up with the State to be 
notified when they have 
an appointment available 
for you at a MassVax site 
or call 2-1-1. East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center continues to vac-
cinate at the Wonderland 
Ballroom – please call 
617-568-4870 or visit 
www.ebnhc.org to sign up 
for an appointment.
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By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 

SHERYL...MAKING IT HAPPEN...AGAIN!

~Sold~~Pending~
~Pending~

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;  

cottagehillrealestate.com 44 Faunbar163 Somerset164 Woodside
       Sheryl Howard
                 (617) 529-1926
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com
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617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano
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insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Stuck at Stuck at   Home?Home?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs

Now through March, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

Happy 67th Birthday 
Richard Scannelli
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BPDA Income-Restricted Home Ownership Opportunity
1950 Washington Street, Roxbury, MA 02118

www.1950WashingtonLottery.com

4 Income-Restricted Home Ownership Units
# of Units # of Bedrooms AMI Price

2 2 Bedroom 80% $221,900
2 2 Bedroom* 80% - 100%** $288,700

*One unit is built out for persons with mobility impairments
**This unit is available to those who earn more than 80% but less than 100% of AMI

Maximum Income Limits (set by the BPDA + based on household size + AMI)
Household size 80% AMI 100% AMI

1 $66,650 $83,300
2 $76,200 $95,200
3 $85,700 $107,100
4 $95,200 $119,000
5 $102,850 $128,550
6 $110,450 $138,050

Maximum Asset Limits
80% AMI 100% AMI
$75,000 $100,000

Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate

To learn more about eligibility + the BPDA screening requirements, please visit:
http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/faqs#application-lottery-questions

Applications are available during the application period from:

Monday, May 3, 2021 – Wednesday, May 19, 2021

To request and complete the application online, please visit: www.1950WashingtonLottery.com
To have a hard copy of the application sent to your mailing address, please call: 781-992-5306

After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to
cancel the in-person application distribution period. If you cannot complete the application
online, please call us at 781-992-5306, to request that we mail you one and to ask us for any

guidance you might need to complete the application.

Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted
online or postmarked no later than Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Mailed to:
Maloney Properties, Inc.,

Attention: 1950 Washington Lottery
27 Mica Lane, Wellesley MA 02481

● Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply.
● Preference for disabled households for ADA Unit.
● Preference for Boston Residents.
● Preference for Households With at least One Person Per Bedroom.
● Preference for First-Time Homebuyers.
● Minimum 3% down payment required.

For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable accommodations, please call
Maloney Properties, Inc. at 781-992-5306 US Relay 711 | Email: 1950Washington@maloneyproperties.com

Equal Housing Opportunity

By Kate Anslinger 

As the manager of the 
Winthrop Marketplace, 
Chris Wallerce knows 
how important it is to 
stay updated with current 
trends and best business 
practices, which is why he 
made the decision to make 
some physical updates to 
the store.

Replacing the floors 
and cash registers was a 
top priority for Wallerce, 
and in early April, during 
a brief store closure, New 
England Flooring worked 
around the clock to re-
place the floors, and lo-
cal carpenter and loyal 
customer, Ben Schad, in-
stalled the newly designed 
cash registers. 

“We installed new vinyl 
flooring almost two years 
ago, a big change from 
the old VCT floors that 
we had for almost twen-
ty years,” said Wallerce. 

“Unfortunately, the floor-
ing was defective and it 
would only turn into a 
safety hazard. As such, it 
had to be replaced.”

Wallerce said they opt-
ed for a similar style vinyl 
wood plank flooring that 
maintained the desired 
aesthetic appeal that he 
had in mind, providing  a 
warm and welcoming en-
vironment and easy main-
tenance. With the store 
closed briefly for the floor 
replacement, Wallerce 
made the decision to re-
place the cash register 
stands, just in time for the 
plastic ban going into ef-
fect for the Marketplace 
on May 15th. 

“The register stands 
with the bag carousel was 
an outdated model to use. 
We wanted something that 
fit our wooden décor, was 
efficient to use, and looked 
good as well.” 

The registers are made 

of maple and pine, with a 
solid maple butcher block 
top and designed and built 
by Schad. 

“The registers far ex-
ceeded our expectations. 
The new wooden stands 
completely change the 
look and feel of our store. 
The front of the store feels 
more open and spacious 
and allows for a more ex-
pedited checkout process. 
With space in our store 
being at a premium, the 
new streamlined stands 
create space for more 
product offerings for our 
customers. The renova-
tions and changes are nev-
er completed for a grocery 
store. That means that new 
Point-Of-Sale register 
systems will be coming 
in the near future to allow 
for better reporting for our 
employees and more inno-
vative sales and marketing 
for our customers. In addi-
tion, we are looking to add 

Winthrop Marketplace makes updates

New cash registers allow for more space at the front of the store.

Aesthetically pleasing floors and cash registers brighten up the store.

new produce cases and a 
grab-and-go refrigerated 
case to provide our cus-
tomers with more options 
for quick and healthy 
meals.”

In response to the up-
dates, Wallerce said he’s 

received wonderful feed-
back from the customers, 
who were patient and sup-
portive during the brief 
closure. The last time the 
Winthrop Marketplace 
had to shut down for a re-
model was two years ago 

when  the original VCT 
flooring was removed and 
replaced with vinyl floor-
ing. During that time, a 
new bakery rack and front 
end displays were also in-
stalled.

Sacred Heart Parish held its Spring Raffle Drawing on April 11. The winners are first prize, 
Christopher Assante, second prize, Stephen Licari, and third prize Charles and Dorothy 
Marcella. Fr. Paolo Cumin congratulates the winners and thanks everyone who participat-
ed for their support. 

RAFFLE WINNERS
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