
By John Lynds

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has brought over-
whelming grief to many 
families. With many fam-
ilies struggling through 
the pandemic with loss of 
jobs and income the added 
expense of providing a fu-
neral for a loved one that 
succumbed to the virus 
has been a heavy burden. 

This has been espe-
cially true for working 
class neighborhoods like 
East Boston, but a new 
program by the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) aims to 
ease some of those finan-
cial burdens. 

Last week FEMA 
launched a new program 
that began providing fi-
nancial assistance for fu-
neral expenses incurred 
after Jan. 20, 2020 for 
deaths related to COVID 
to, “help ease some of the 
financial stress and burden 

caused by the pandemic”. 
Under the Coronavirus 

Response and Relief Sup-
plemental Appropriations 
Act of 2021 and the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act of 
2021, the new program 
will reimburse local resi-
dents who lost a loved one 
to COVID up to $9,000 
for funeral expenses. 

“At FEMA, our mission 
is to help people before, 
during and after disas-
ters,” said Acting FEMA 
Administrator Bob Fen-
ton. “The COVID-19 
pandemic has caused im-
mense grief for so many 
people. Although we 
cannot change what has 
happened, we affirm our 
commitment to help with 
funeral and burial expens-
es that many families did 
not anticipate.”

Over at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 

By John Lynds

U.S. Congresswom-
an Ayanna Pressley an-
nounced last week that 
East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center (EB-
NHC)  could receive up 
to $14.7 in grant money 
through the American 
Rescue Plan. 

EBNHC has been serv-
ing patients from Eastie, 
Chelsea, Revere, Win-
throp and the South End 
throughout the pandemic 
with increased testing and 
vaccination programs. 

Pressley said EBNHC 
will join 12 other Commu-
nity Health Centers in her 
7th Congressional Dis-
trict in sharing a total of 
$56,833,875 in American 
Rescue Plan funds. 

Once all the details are 
ironed out EBNHC can 
use the funds to expand 
their COVID-19 vacci-
nation and treatment ser-
vices. The resources are 
part of the American Res-
cue Plan’s investments to 
expand access to vaccines 
in historically underserved 
communities.

“Throughout this pan-
demic and well before it, 

our Community Health 
Centers (CHC) have 
served as a critical lifeline 
for our most vulnerable 
communities in the Massa-
chusetts 7th and all across 
the Commonwealth, pro-
viding life-saving and pa-
tient-centered resources to 
our children, people ex-
periencing homelessness, 
immigrant families and 
veterans,” said Pressley. 
“With our vaccination ef-
forts underway, this new 
funding through the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan will go a 
long way toward helping 
our CHCs—which play 
a central role in working 
towards equitable vaccine 
distribution—continue 
their important work.”

EBNHC can use 
the funding to expand 
COVID-19 vaccinations, 
testing and treatment for 
vulnerable populations; 
deliver preventive and 
primary health care ser-
vices to people at higher 
risk for COVID-19; and 
expand health centers’ op-
erational capacity during 
the pandemic and beyond, 
including modifying and 

By John Lynds

The ICA Watershed, 
opened in the Boston Har-
bor Shipyard and Marina 
in the summer 2018.  Af-
ter two successful seasons, 
the Watershed was forced 
to close for the 2020 sea-
son and push back the 
scheduled commission by 
acclaimed artist Firelei 
Báez. 

Throughout the pan-
demic the Watershed was 
repurposed as an import-
ant food distribution site 
to address a direct need 
within the Eastie, which 
has experienced one of the 
highest rates of COVID-19 
in Boston. In partnership 
with community organiza-
tions in the neighborhood 
and the museum’s cater-
er, The Catered Affair, 
more than 2,000 boxes of 

much-needed fresh pro-
duce and dairy products 
were delivered to Eastie 
families throughout the 
spring and summer last 
year, and this will contin-
ue through spring 2021.

However, with sum-
mer coming, and more 
and more residents being 
vaccinated, ICA Director 
Jill Medvedow is confi-
dent Baez’s art will finally 

be on full display for the 
2021 season. 

“With the cooperation 
of Firelei Báez, our East 
Boston partners, ICA staff 
and generous donors, we 
re-directed the resourc-
es of the ICA and the 
Watershed in particular 
to address a direct need 
within the community (in 
2020),” said Medvedow. 
“Art projects were includ-

ed in each box of food to 
provide families with new 
and creative activities to 
do at home during that 
challenging time.”

Medvedow said Baez’s 
work that will be on dis-
play this summer at the 
Watershed is the artist’s 
largest sculptural installa-
tion to date. Baez’s work 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Patriot's Day 
Holiday on Monday, 
April 19th Trash will 

be delayed by one day. 

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

EBNHC may receive 
$14.7  million from 
American Rescue Plan

By John Lynds

Historic news footage 
of the group of East Bos-
ton mothers that took on 
Logan Airport Expansion 
in the late 1960s has been 
digitally remastered. 

The Maverick Street 
Mothers protest was in re-
sponse to the construction 
trucks bringing fill for a 
Logan expansion project. 

The trucks drove very fast 
down the densely populat-
ed Maverick Street, creat-
ing an unsafe situation for 
children, the elderly and 
the mothers that took their 
children out for walks or 
to run errands.

The 11 minute film 
shows the mothers block-
ing Maverick Street and 
forcing the construction 
trucks to a standstill. State 

police arrive on the scene 
and manhandle some of 
the Eastie mothers--led by 
Eastie icons like Anna De-
Fronzo and Karen Madd-
alena, arrested men that 
joined the protest as well 
as on site speeches by 
former State Rep. George 
DiLorenzo and State Sen. 
Mario Umana. 

The news footage cul-
minates with former May-

or Kevin White arriving 
in Eastie to join with the 
Maverick Mothers and 
community and put an end 
to the trucks using the res-
idential street. 

The news footage was 
painstakingly restored by 
Eastie resident and Head 
of Special Collections and 
University Archivist at 

Historic newsreel depicting the Maverick Mothers 
protests of the 1960s digitally remastered

 Firelei Baez will be the ICA/Boston 2021 Watershed artist

FEMA to reimburse families 
up $9,000 who lost a loved 
one due to COVID-19

See MAVERICK Page 8

Firelei Baez will finally have her shot as the ICA/Watershed’s resident artist, after last sea-
son was canceled due to COVID. The installation will be Baez’s largest sculpture to date. 

The group blocks trucks heading the airport at the corner of Maverick and Jeffries Streets. 
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reimagines ancient ruins 
as though the sea had re-
ceded from the Watershed 
floor to reveal the arche-
ology of human history in 
the Caribbean.

“The Watershed’s lo-
cation—in a working 
shipyard and as a trade 
site and point of entry 
and home for immigrants 
over decades—provides 
a pivotal point of refer-
ence for the work,” said 
Medvedow. “Her instal-
lation will invite visitors 
to walk through passage-
ways, travel through time, 
and experience the many 
streams of influence and 
interconnectedness that 
the artist conjures,” Báez 
was born in 1981 in San-
tiago de los Caballeros, 
Dominican Republic, to a 
Dominican mother and a 
father of Haitian descent. 
Her upbringing between 
Hispaniola’s two coun-
tries, which have a long-
standing history of ten-
sion predicated on ethnic 
differences, informs her 
concerns with the politics 
of place and heritage. She 
currently lives and works 
in New York City.

“Báez’s visual referenc-
es draw from a wide vari-
ety of sources in the past, 
and are reconfigured to 
explore new possibilities 
in the present,” said Eva 
Respini who is organiz-
ing the installation. “Her 
site-specific installation at 
the Watershed combines 
her interests in various 
diasporic narratives—Af-
rican, European, Caribbe-
an—to cast cultural and 
regional histories into an 
imaginative realm,” 

According to Respi-
ni, Báez’s architectural 
sculpture is adapted from 
the Sans-Souci Palace 
in Milot, Haiti, built be-
tween 1810 and 1813 for 
the revolutionary leader 
and first King of Haiti, 
Henri Christophe I. The 
Haitian Revolution, led 
by self-liberated enslaved 
people against the French 
colonial government, was 
an early precursor to the 
abolition movements of 
the United States. Once a 
space of militant splendor, 
since an 1842 earthquake, 
the castle has been an ar-
cheological ruin.

At the Watershed, Báez 

reimagines these ruins 
emerging from Boston 
Harbor’s sea floor. She 
embeds Sans-Souci with-
in the geological layers of 
Boston, where histories 
of revolution and inde-
pendence are integral, in-
cluding often overlooked 
related narratives from 
non-European locations.

“Báez’s intricately 
painted architectural sur-
faces include symbols of 
healing and resistance as 
well as sea growths native 
to Caribbean waters,” said 
Medvedow. “The pattern-
ing of the sculpture’s sur-
face is drawn largely from 
West African indigo print-
ing appropriated from 
enslaved people in the 
17th-century American 
South. American indigo 
was a driving force in the 
early national economy, 
and one of the primary 
trade goods shipped from 
colonial-era Boston.” 

The sculpture will be 
on view later this spring 
and is organized by Res-
pini, Barbara Curator Lee 
Chief and Curatorial Proj-
ect Manager Cara Kuball.

A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
Pursuant to G. L. c. 30A, §18-20  

The East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Incorporated 

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, April 20, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. a public MEETING of the 
East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc., (aka PIERPAC) will be held via remote 
participation in light of the ongoing State of Emergency declared in connection with the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

  A web link and Details on how to participate remotely shall be provided on the 
organization’s website (in both English and Spanish) www.ebpierpac.org on or before April  15, 
2021 at which time you may register to participate 
      
It is the intention of the Committee to discuss in open meeting the following matter(s): 

REGULAR MEETING 
a. Attendance  6:30 pm 
b. Approval of Minutes December 12, 2020  6:45 pm 

New Business  
a.  - 7:00 pm – Trustees of Reservations Update on Piers Park 

III – public comment to follow  
b.  - 7:20 pm –Subcommittee Updates for Membership and 

Operation Security and Maintenance (scheduling of 
meetings) 

c. – 7:40 pm - Treasurer’s Report (Month Ending March 31) 
Old Business 

a. 7:45 pm - Update - Amendment to Operations, Security and 
Maintenance (OSM) Agreement (continued discussion)   

b. 7:55 pm - Update - Massport annual financial commitment (continued 
discussion)   

c. 8:00 pm – Anticipated adjournment 

At the conclusion of its regular business meeting and prior to adjournment, the Board, upon a 
motion duly made and seconded, the Board may hold an Executive Session pursuant to G. L. 
30A.s.21 upon the conclusion of which, the Board will not resume its public meeting. 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE INVITED  
AND WELCOMED TO ATTEND 

A copy of this notice has also been posted on the organization’s website at: 
www.EBPierPAC.org 

and has also been placed on file with the Regulations Division of the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth by mailing same via first class mail at least 5 days prior to the scheduled date of 
the meeting. 

———————————————————— 
East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc. 
By: Louise Montanino, President

EBNHC // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mom’s The Word! SHOW 
YOUR MOM HOW MUCH YOU LOVE HER!

This is my mother - Mother ’s name __________________________________________________

Drawn By - Your name _________________________________________________

Phone # ______________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________  

DRAW YOUR 

MOM!

Draw Your Mom
• Complete the picture by creating a picture of your mother
• Pens, pencils, markers or crayons, use colors

Email or Text Your photo to promo@reverejournal.com
Please include the publication in the email or text

Or mail to: The Independent Newspaper Group, 385 Broadway, Ste 105, Revere
Deadline for entries will be Friday, April 30th. 

Entries will be published in the May 5th, & 6th issues of the Revere Journal, Chelsea Record, Everett 
Independent, East Boston Times, Winthrop Sun Transcript, The Lynn Journal &

 The Charlestown Patriot Bridge

By John Lynds

With recent state legis-
lation passed that will once 
and for all set criteria of 
what defines environmen-
tal justice communities 
like East Boston --Guber-
natorial Candidate, former 
State Senator and Eastie 
resident Ben Downing 
outlined his climate plan 
that he’d make a priority if 
elected to the state’s cor-
ner office in 2022. 

In his plan, the Pitts-
field native who now lives 
in Orient Heights with his 
wife and two sons, said he 
wants to achieve 100 per-
cent clean electricity in the 
Commonwealth by 2030 
and 100 percent clean en-
ergy by 2040. 

Downing, who became 
a clean energy business 
leader at a leading renew-
able energy company af-
ter leaving the Senate in 
2017, unveiled his plan 
via his newly launched 
BEN TV (https://www.
facebook.com/watch/? 
v=305705040944045). 

Downing said the first 
part of his campaign’s 
policy agenda would be to 
focus on climate action. 

“The Downing Climate 
Plan” is focused on urgen-
cy, equity, innovation, jus-
tice and jobs. 

Aside from reaching 

100 percent clean ener-
gy Downing said he’s 
also committed to requir-
ing 50 percent of climate 
spending to directly ben-
efit environmental justice 
communities; undertake 
“Restructuring 3.0” to 
reform utilities and mod-
ernize the grid; create a 
climate impact mandate 
across state government; 
and maximize the eco-
nomic benefit of a clean 
energy economy in Mas-
sachusetts

“For years, the Massa-
chusetts state government 
has approached climate 
change with sluggishness 
and delay,” said Down-
ing during the launch of 
his climate agenda. “So 
barely two weeks after we 
finally saw a major cli-
mate bill signed into law, 
we still find ourselves be-
hind. It’s past time we had 
a Governor who under-
stands the fierce urgency 
of our changing climate, 
the disparate impact of 
our failures on disenfran-
chised communities, and 
the reality that if there is 
one resource we are flat 
out of, it is time. In the 
years ahead there is no 
greater priority for our 
state than undertaking an 
aggressive, all-hands-on-
deck campaign to bring 
emissions down, reform 

our energy sector, maxi-
mize green jobs, build up 
climate resilience, and for-
tify communities shoul-
dering environmental in-
justice.”

Downing said his cli-
mate policy plan is the first 
of many in his campaign. 

“It’s critical to me that 
voters understand my vi-
sion and priorities from 
the start,” said Downing. 
“Our campaign’s policy 
agenda will be a living, 
breathing effort, and we’re 
looking forward to sharing 
ideas in the months ahead, 
getting feedback, listening 
to concerns, and building 
out a collective vision for 
a fairer, stronger Massa-
chusetts.”

Downing was a leading 
voice for climate action 
during his 10 years in the 
state senate. He served as 
Senate Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Telecom-
munications, Utilities, and 
Energy where he passed 
transformative legislation 
to improve energy effi-
ciency, jumpstart renew-
able development, and 
help the state meet its car-
bon reduction goals. 

He later served as Vice 
President at Nexamp and 
also served on the board of 
the Environmental League 
of Massachusetts.

Gubernatorial candidate Ben Downing 
outlines his climate plan for Boston improving physical infra-

structure and adding mo-
bile units.

Pressley said she has 
been a steadfast champi-
on for community-based 

health care programs 
throughout her time in 
Congress. She is an active 
member of the Congres-
sional Community Health 
Centers Caucus and has 

advocated for increased 
resources for Communi-
ty Health Centers before 
and during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Funeral Director Joseph 
Ruggiero III has been 
contacting families and 
providing information on 
the new program. 

“It hasn’t been an easy 
time for anyone,” said 
Ruggiero. “This new 
program will help fami-
lies recover some funds 
for the unexpected death 
of a loved one during 
the pandemic. The tim-
ing couldn’t be better for 
many families here. With 
unemployment benefits 
set to expire and other 
benefits running out this 
new FEMA program can 
help ease a big financial 
burden.”

Both Ruggiero and 
Dayle Magrath Vecchione 
of the Magrath Funeral 
Home on Chelsea Street 
are prepared to help fam-
ilies navigate the FEMA 
paperwork if need be. 

“I think it’s a wonder-
ful program for people to 
take advantage of,” said 
Vecchione. “I think it’s 
good because a lot of peo-
ple have definitely been 
caught off guard and cer-
tainly not prepared for a 
loved one dyring from 
COVID. We had a lot of 
unexpected deaths here 
and this program can be 
a big help to many of our 
families.”

Like Ruggiero, Vec-
chione said her funeral 

home’s staff will be on 
hand to help people fill out 
and file the necessary pa-
perwork for the benefits. 

“We can sit down and 
help navigate the process 
cause we are familiar with 
a process like that and 
have experience dealing 
with paperwork,” she said. 

Ruggiero added that 
families can also contact 
his funeral home for help 
because it is up to the fam-
ilies to apply for the funds 
and not the funeral direc-
tor. 

“But we can definite-
ly help throughout the 
process,” he said. “If you 
have COVID-19 related 
funeral expenses, we en-
courage you to keep and 
gather documentation.”

Ruggiero said types of 
information should in-
clude an official death cer-
tificate that attributes the 
death directly or indirectly 
to COVID-19 and shows 
that the death occurred in 
the United States, includ-
ing the U.S. territories, 
and the District of Co-
lumbia. Other important 
documents are funeral 
expenses documents that 
include the applicant’s 
name, the deceased per-
son’s name, the amount of 
funeral expenses, and the 
dates the funeral expenses 
happened.

“Proof of funds re-

ceived from other sources 
specifically for use toward 
funeral costs,” said Rug-
giero. “This is important 
because we are not able 
to duplicate benefits re-
ceived from burial or fu-
neral insurance, financial 
assistance received from 
voluntary agencies, gov-
ernment agencies, or other 
sources.”

To be eligible for FE-
MA’s funeral assistance, 
you must meet these con-
ditions:

• The death must have 
occurred in the United 
States, including the U.S. 
territories, and the District 
of Columbia.

• The death certifi-
cate must indicate the 
death was attributed to 
COVID-19.

• The applicant must be 
a U.S. citizen, non-citizen 
national, or qualified alien 
who incurred funeral ex-
penses after January 20, 
2020.

• There is no require-
ment for the deceased per-
son to have been a U.S. 
citizen, non-citizen na-
tional, or qualified alien.

FEMA began accept-
ing applications Monday, 
April 12 and additional 
Information may be found 
at https://www.fema.gov/
disasters/coronavirus/eco-
nomic/funeral-assistance. 

FEMA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ICA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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FIND YOUR NEW FAVORITE SPOT
AT ALLINCLUSIVEBOS.COM
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LETTER to the Editor

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our mail-
ing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 
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Guest Op-ed

Mask wearing in America
Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Like most everyone 
else, I’m tired of wearing 
a mask. 

Every time I go to the 
grocery, a restaurant, 
church, or work I have 
to put on a mask. Not 
long ago, if we wore a 
mask into a bank or con-
venience store, the atten-
dants would be alarmed 
and call 911. Today if we 
don’t wear one, we are in 
trouble and not welcomed. 

A lot of people have 
died from Covid-19 and 
thus I understand masks 
are important in this pan-
demic era. I don’t want a 
disease. I have had two 
Pfizer shots and I wear a 
mask most every place I 
go. 

Is it our American, God 
given right to take off our 
masks? While we are free 
to take off our masks, oth-
ers are free to ask us to 

put them on. The business 
owner has the freedom to 
require a mask. The air-
lines have the freedom 
to require masks. The re-
ligious assembly has the 
freedom to require you to 
wear a mask. People with 
whom you socialize may 
ask that you wear a mask. 
Of course, you are free to 
not patronize those busi-
nesses, forsake religious 
assembly and not hang out 
with certain people. 

You are free to go mask-
less if you want to. How-
ever, you aren’t free to 
be in someone else’s face 
without a mask if they 
don’t want you there with-
out one.  There are many 
places where you aren’t 
allowed to smoke. There 
are some businesses that 
will not allow your pet. 
They have the freedom 
to refuse you service and 
you have the freedom to 

go somewhere else. This 
is America. 

We’ve all been to the 
funeral home around sick 
people. A dear friend of 
mine eulogized a funer-
al in late November. Two 
people were in attendance 
who had Covid-19. He 
caught the virus and was 
dead by mid-Decem-
ber. He spent his last two 
weeks of life isolated in 
intensive care. He meant 
well in trying to help out 
a family in their time of 
grief. It cost him his life. 
He had been very active 
and healthy. 

I’ve spoken in churches 
and to groups where peo-
ple would come up and 
shake my hand and then 
say, “Well, I’ve been sick, 
but I came anyway.” They 
acted like they should 
have received a trophy for 
coming and contaminat-
ing everyone. In reality, 

their actions were incon-
siderate of everyone else’s 
health. 

State governments 
may remove mask man-
dates.  However, keep in 
mind that business own-
ers still have the right to 
require masks. Churches 
still have the right to re-
quire masks. You don’t 
have to let anyone in your 
home without a mask if 
you choose. 

We have freedom in 
America to make choices 
- all of us.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

COVID-19 FUNERAL 
ASSISTANCE

Dear Friends and 
Family,

The last year has been 
nothing like any of us 
would have expected. 
Due to these once in a 
generation circumstances, 
Congress passed  legisla-
tion allowing The Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) to pro-
vide financial assistance 
for families who have 
lost loved ones due to 
COVID-19. To be eligi-
ble for funeral assistance, 
you must meet these con-
ditions:

The death must have 
occurred in the United 
States, including the U.S. 
territories, and the District 
of Columbia.

The death certifi-
cate must indicate the 
death was attributed to 
COVID-19.

The applicant must be 
a U.S. citizen, non-citizen 

national, or qualified alien 
who incurred funeral ex-
penses after January 20, 
2020.

There is no requirement 
for the deceased person to 
have been a U.S. citizen, 
non-citizen national, or 
qualified alien.

How to Apply
COVID-19 Funeral As-

sistance Line Number Ap-
plications begin on April 
12, 2021

844-684-6333 | TTY: 
800-462-7585

Hours of Operation: 
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Central Time

If you had COVID-19 
funeral expenses, we en-
courage you to keep and 
gather documentation. 
Types of information 
should include:

An official death cer-
tificate that attributes the 
death directly or indirectly 
to COVID-19 and shows 
that the death occurred in 
the United States, includ-

ing the U.S. territories, 
and the District of Colum-
bia.

Funeral expenses doc-
uments (receipts, funeral 
home contract, etc.) that 
includes the applicant’s 
name, the deceased per-
son’s name, the amount of 
funeral expenses, and the 
dates the funeral expenses 
happened.

Proof of funds received 
from other sources spe-
cifically for use toward 
funeral costs. We are not 
able to duplicate benefits 
received from burial or fu-
neral insurance, financial 
assistance received from 
voluntary agencies, gov-
ernment agencies, or other 
sources.

Additional Information 
may be found at https://
www.fema.gov/disasters/
coronavirus/economic/fu-
neral-assistance

This reimbursement is 
for up to $9,000. If you do 
not have a copy of your fu-

neral expense documents 
already, please reach out 
to your funeral service 
provider for a copy of your 
funeral home contract and 
receipt. Proof of payment 
beyond that must be pro-
vided by the applicant in 
the form of a canceled 
check or credit card state-
ment. Official death certif-
icates may be obtained by 
contacting the City Hall in 
City/Town in which your 
loved one passed away. 
Boston death certificates 
may be obtained https://
registry.boston.gov/death 

We are happy to discuss 
this further with you. You 
may contact us at info@
ruggieromh.com or by 
phone Monday-Friday 
10AM-2PM at 617-569-
0990.

As always, your family 
remains in our thoughts 
and prayers

Joe Ruggiero and 
Staff of the Ruggiero 

Family Memorial Home

Don’t let pandemic delay advance care planning
By Catherine Duffy, NP, ACHPN

Note: This article is 
published in observance 
of National Healthcare 
Decisions Day.

 Times of our lives 
may be forever defined 
as what happened “before 
the COVID-19 pandemic” 
and everything after that.

One thing that hasn’t 
changed is the importance 
of having conversations 
with your family and 
health care professionals 
about your preferences for 
medical care if you were 
unable to speak for your-
self. 

In fact, the pandemic 
has only highlighted why 
it’s so important. Patients 
and family members who 
had advance care plan-
ning discussions prior to 
the pandemic are prepared 
when faced with a serious 
illness or medical crisis. 
They’re comfortable shar-

ing these discussions with 
healthcare profession-
als, as in, “IF mom gets 
COVID-19, and IF it is se-
vere, she would/would not 
want X, Y, or Z.”

Unfortunately, few 
families are that well pre-
pared. Only one-third of 
U.S. adults have discussed 
or completed advance di-
rective documents such as 
a health care proxy, power 
of attorney, or living will 
that help guide family 
members and health care 
professionals as to what 
kind of medical treatments 
you would or would not 
like to receive if you were 
unable to speak for your-
self.   

•Don’t wait for a crisis
One of the biggest chal-

lenges I’ve seen during 
the pandemic is working 
with families who have 
not had any in-depth ad-
vance care planning dis-
cussions. Whether due to 

COVID-19 or some other 
illness, their loved one’s 
health suddenly was de-
clining, and they had not 
been able to spend much 
time together because of 
the pandemic. Perhaps the 
patient lived in a facility 
with visitor restrictions or 
the patient limited visits 
out of infection concerns. 
The patient’s decline 
SEEMED sudden to the 
family, who was not see-
ing it happen as they nor-
mally would over days, 
weeks, and months. It was 
hard for them to believe, 
and thus hard to think in 
that moment about the 
crucial need for advance 
care planning conversa-
tions.

Many older adults have 
vision, hearing, or cogni-
tive deficits and in-depth 
conversations over the 
phone or video are diffi-
cult. And video chats are 
not the same as in-person 

discussions. The conver-
sation flow is different and 
there often are technical 
issues to overcome. 

It is never too early to 
start thinking and talking 
about your wishes for care 
if your health status were 
to change. Choose a health 
care agent wisely who will 
be your voice when you 
cannot speak for yourself 
and have those important 
discussions about health 
care preferences before a 
crisis occurs. 

The COVID-19 pan-
demic opened a lot of eyes 
about advance care plan-
ning. Giving guidance to 
your family and friends 
will help you get the care 
that you want. Your loved 
ones can feel confident 
they are voicing YOUR 
wishes, not their guesses! 

Catherine Duffy, NP, 
ACHPN, is a palliative 
care nurse practitioner at 
Care Dimensions.

NUMB TO THE NUMBERS

With just about all of the states now reopening their 
economies, the conventional wisdom among most 
Americans is that the worst days of the coronavirus are 
behind us.

Yet the reality is that hundreds of Americans continue 
to die and tens of thousands more are contracting the 
disease each and every day.

This past Monday, April 12, for example, the New 
York Times -- which gets its data from Johns Hopkins 
University -- reported that 476 Americans died from the 
virus and that there were 72,286 new cases on that day.

Admittedly, these numbers pale in comparison to the 
3000 Americans who were dying and the 300,000 new 
cases that were being reported each day at the pandem-
ic’s height this past winter.

But even these lower daily figures still are huge, ri-
valing the numbers that were in evidence last spring and 
summer.

Yet despite the ongoing tragedies of friends and fam-
ily members across the country who are succumbing to 
the pandemic, there has been a complacency develop-
ing among most Americans about the virus.

To be sure, all of us are suffering from virus fatigue, 
attributable to the quarantining, restrictions, and omni-
present fear of catching the disease.

In addition, with the vaccine rollout proceeding 
ahead of projections, most of us believe that the worst 
is behind us.

And while that may be true, we still have a rough 
road ahead. With the announcement earlier this week 
that the one-and-done Johnson & Johnson vaccine is 
linked to serious side-effects in a tiny number of recip-
ients, the national vaccination program will be facing a 
slowdown.

More ominously, the so-called United Kingdom vari-
ant of the virus now is the dominant case-type in the 
U.S. -- and that variant has been shown to be 60% more 
contagious AND 67 percent more deadly.

Even more worrisome, the variants that have been 
attributable to Brazil and South Africa are thought to 
be more resistant to vaccine-efficacy AND have been 
shown to reinfect persons who previously had caught 
the disease.

The arithmetic is this: More Americans still are dying 
each and every week from the coronavirus than were 
killed on 9/11. Let that sink in for a moment.

For those of us who like to compare the fight against 
COVID-19 to a war, the proper analogy to WWII is this: 
We may have won the war in Europe (V-E Day was 
on May 8), but American troops still were fighting and 
dying in the Pacific in epic battles on Iwo Jima and Oki-
nawa. 

To paraphrase Winston Churchill, we are not at the 
end of this pandemic and, in view of the huge numbers 
we are seeing nationwide, we may not even be at the 
beginning of the end.

Although we may be at the end of the beginning, it is 
premature to let our guard (which is to say, our masks) 
down. 

The reality that we all must acknowledge is this: We 
still have a long way to go before we can declare victory 
over COVID-19.

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416
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BPDA Income-Restricted Home Ownership Opportunity
10-16 Everett Street, East Boston, MA 02128

www.EverettStreetLottery.com

2 Income-Restricted Home Ownership Units
# of Units # of Bedrooms AMI Price

1 2 Bedroom 80% $221,900
1 2 Bedroom 80% - 100%* $288,700

*This unit is available to those who earn more than 80% but less than 100% of AMI

Maximum Income Limits (set by the BPDA + based on household size + AMI)
Household size 80% AMI 100% AMI

1 $66,650 $83,300
2 $76,200 $95,200
3 $85,700 $107,100
4 $95,200 $119,000
5 $102,850 $128,550
6 $110,450 $138,050

Maximum Asset Limits
80% AMI 100% AMI
$75,000 $100,000

Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate

To learn more about eligibility + the BPDA screening requirements, please visit:
http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/faqs#application-lottery-questions

Applications are available during the application period from:

Monday, April 19, 2021 – Wednesday, May 5, 2021

To request and complete the application online, visit: www.EverettStreetLottery.com
To have a hard copy of the application mailed to your mailing address, please call: 781-992-5302

After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to
cancel the in-person application distribution period. If you cannot complete the application
online, please call us at 781-992-5302, to request that we mail you one and to ask us for any

guidance you might need to complete the application.

Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted
online or postmarked no later than Wednesday, May 5, 2021

Mailed to:
Maloney Properties, Inc.,

Attention: 10-16 Everett Lottery
27 Mica Lane, Wellesley MA 02481

● Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply.
● Preference for Boston Residents.
● Preference for Households With at least One Person Per Bedroom.
● Preference for First-Time Homebuyers.
● Minimum 3% down payment required.

For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable accommodations, please call
Maloney Properties, Inc. at 781-992-5302 US Relay 711 | Email: EverettStreet@maloneyproperties.com

Equal Housing Opportunity

BPDA Income-Restricted Home Ownership Opportunity
425 Border Street, East Boston, MA 02128

www.425BorderLottery.com

2 Income-Restricted Home Ownership Units
# of Units # of Bedrooms AMI Price

1 2 Bedroom* 80% $221,900
1 2 Bedroom* 80% - 100%** $288,700

*One unit is built out for persons with mobility impairments
**This unit is available to those who earn more than 80% but less than 100% of AMI

Maximum Income Limits (set by the BPDA + based on household size + AMI)
Household size 80% AMI 100% AMI

1 $66,650 $83,300
2 $76,200 $95,200
3 $85,700 $107,100
4 $95,200 $119,000
5 $102,850 $128,550
6 $110,450 $138,050

Maximum Asset Limits
80% AMI 100% AMI
$75,000 $100,000

Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate

For more on income + asset eligibility, please visit:
http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/income,-asset,-and-price-limits

Applications are available during the application period from:

Monday, April 19, 2021 – Wednesday, May 5, 2021

To request and complete the application online, please visit: www.425BorderLottery.com
To have a hard copy of the application sent to your mailing address, please call: 781-992-5305

After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to
cancel the in-person application distribution period. If you cannot complete the application
online, please call us at 781-992-5305, to request that we mail you one and to ask us for any

guidance you might need to complete the application.

Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted
online or postmarked no later than Wednesday, May 5, 2021

Mailed to:
Maloney Properties, Inc.,

Attention: 425 Border Lottery
27 Mica Lane, Wellesley MA 02481

● Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply.
● Preference for Boston Residents.
● Preference for Households With at least One Person Per Bedroom.
● Preference for First-Time Homebuyers.
● Minimum 3% down payment required.

For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable accommodations, please call
Maloney Properties, Inc. at 781-992-5305 US Relay 711 | Email: 425Border@maloneyproperties.com

Equal Housing Opportunity

By John Lynds 

East Boston’s weekly 
COVID 19 positive test 
rate increased another 10 
percent after reporting a 
20 percent increase three 
weeks ago. 

According to the latest 
data released by the Bos-
ton Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC), last 
week, 2,017 Eastie resi-
dents were tested for the 
virus last week and 6.6 
percent were positive -- a 
10 percent increase from 
the six percent reported by 
the BPHC two weeks ago. 
The latest spike comes af-
ter Eastie reported an in-

crease of 16 percent and 
20 percent respectively 
week over week since late 
last month. 

Of the 38,062 East-
ie residents tested for 
COVID since the pandem-
ic began, 19 percent over-
all were found to be posi-
tive for the virus. This was 
an increase of half a point 
from the 18.9 percent re-
ported by the BPHC two 
weeks ago. 

However, positive 
test rates citywide de-
creased but still remain 
at the five percent thresh-
old.  According to the 
BPHC,28,091 residents 
were tested and five per-

cent were COVID posi-
tive--this was a 3.8 per-
cent decrease from the 5.2 
percent positive test rate 
reported by the BPHC two 
weeks ago. The 5 percent 
threshold has been used to 
plan Boston’s phased re-
opening strategies. 

Eastie’s COVID in-
fection rate increased by 
2 percent last week and 
went from 1,522.3 cases 
per 10,000 residents to 
1553.2 cases per 10,000 
residents. 

An additional 175 East-
ie residents contracted the 
virus and there are now 
7,289 confirmed cases, up 
from the 7,144 reported 

two weeks ago. 
The statistics released 

by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the num-
ber of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
2.7 percent  percent last 
week and went from    
65,474 cases to 66,977 
confirmed cases in a week. 
Five additional Boston 
residents died from the vi-
rus last week and there are 
now 1,358 total deaths in 
the city from COVID.

Weekly COVID positive test rate keep rising in Eastie

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats 
by neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID 
testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 

The easT BosTon

FoundaTion

The 
East 

Boston 
Foundation

Phone: 617-561-6336

➧ deadline 
announcemenT

Grant 
Application 
Deadline 

will be 
May. 3, 2021

For more information 
 contact 

Lorene Schettino 
for an application 

617-561-6336
by email: 

lorene.schettino@gmail.com  
or apply online at: 

www.ebfoundation.org

By Seth Daniel

Already sitting in the 
corner office and being the 
first African American and 
woman to lead the City, 
Acting Mayor Kim Janey 
released a video at to offi-
cially announce she would 
be running for mayor in 
the September Prelimi-
nary Election.

She joins five other can-
didates who have already 
announced a run for may-
or in what will surely be 
a very crowded ballot in 
September, assuming ev-
eryone running gets the 
required signatures to be 
placed for consideration 
on the ballot.

In the three-minute vid-
eo, Janey stressed, “we 
can’t go back, we can only 
go better.”

“The work to address the 
challenges we face from 
COVID-19 and the racial 
inequalities that have been 
inherited from centuries of 
structural racism will take 
longer than a few months 
to change,” she said in a 
statement during her an-

nouncement. “It is going 
to take fearless leader-
ship, bold action and a 
commitment to doing the 
hard work to make Bos-
ton the equitable city our 
residents want, need and 
deserve. I am 100 percent 
committed to leading this 
change.”

The video was filmed 
in her Roxbury neighbor-
hood, in Nubian Square, 
on the bus and at City 
Hall. It recounts the past 
and present individuals 
who blazed the trail to 

her announcement — Mel 
King, Melnea Cass, Bruce 
Bolling, Ayanna Pressley, 
Rachael Rollins and many 
others. In her own words, 
Janey then tells her story 
and the story of Boston — 
the challenges the city fac-
es and her commitment to 
building a more equitable 
city for every resident.

“You’ve heard the prob-
lems,” she said in the vid-
eo. “It’s a broken record. 
Affordable Housing isn’t 
actually affordable. Deep 
racial inequities. The me-
dian net worth for white 
Bostonians is $247,000. 
For Black folks it’s eight. 
Eight Dollars. It’s all cen-
turies in the making. But 
women — Black women 
— have been stepping up 
to do the work, and we’re 
winning. They’re inspir-
ing little girls and boys 
everywhere, including my 
own grandkids. And my 
life’s work, from educa-
tion advocacy to leading 
the City Council, has been 
centered around making 
sure every child has the 
opportunity to learn and 

succeed in a more just city 
than the one I grew up in.”

Janey recalled being 
part of the desegregation 
of schools era, and the 
pitfalls of being bused to 
attend the Edwards Mid-
dle School in Charlestown 
when she was 11, before 
joining the Metco pro-
gram in high school and 
graduating from Reading 
High School as one of 
only two Black students in 
her class.

“I was part of desegre-
gation busing,” she said. 
“Eleven years old hav-
ing rocks and racial slurs 
thrown at me. I’ve been at 
the center of Boston histo-
ry. The bad and the good. 
I’m ready to lead our city. 
To listen. To collaborate. 
To fight this pandemic and 
the racial and economic 
inequalities that COVID 
only worsened.”

She said the pandemic is 
an opportunity to change 
the City into a more just 
place to live for everyone.

“We can’t go back, we 
can only go better,” she 
concluded.

Acting Mayor Kim Janey launches campaign for full term

Acting Mayor Kim Janey – 
the former Council Presi-
dent – announced on Tues-
day that she will officially 
join the race for mayor.
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Mayor Janey today an-
nounced that the Boston 
Transportation Depart-
ment (BTD) has updat-
ed parking enforcement 
regulations in the City of 
Boston. Starting Tuesday, 
April 20, parking enforce-
ment will return citywide, 
including towing during 
posted street sweeping 
and for parking in spac-
es without an appropri-
ate resident sticker. Also, 
BTD will not be ticketing 
residents with an expired 
inspection sticker until 
May 31. 

Additionally, on April 
20, the Boston Trans-
portation Department’s 
ticket amnesty for health-
care workers will expire. 
At the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic, BTD announced that 
healthcare workers could 
have non-public safety 
violations dismissed upon 

appeal if the ticket was 
received while working. 
The intent of the program 
was to assist local health-
care workers as they dealt 
with the public health 
emergency.

The City of Boston and 
its municipal partners in 
Brookline, Cambridge, 
Everett, and Somerville 
will continue to offer all 
essential workers in metro 
Boston a free 90-day pass 
for the public bike share 
system, Bluebikes. More 
information is available at 
boston.gov/bike-share.

“As we continue to 
plan our recovery from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
I am grateful to all of our 
residents for their coop-
eration in following our 
parking enforcement,” 
said Mayor Janey. “As 
warmer weather comes, 
it’s important that we take 
the necessary steps to 
keep our streets clean.”

“We are grateful that 
the City of Boston was 
able to provide extra 
support to residents and 
healthcare workers during 
this unprecedented time,” 
said Commissioner Greg 
Rooney. “Residents 
should be advised that 
we are beginning to re-
turn to normal operations 
and they should follow 
all posted parking regula-
tions.” 

The following parking 
regulations remain in ef-
fect in the City of Boston:

RESIDENT PARKING 
AT METERS

Boston residents with 
resident parking permits 
will continue to be al-
lowed to park at meters 
within their neighborhood 
without having to abide 
by the time limits or pay 
the meter.

DISABILITY PLAC-
ARDS

BTD will resume tick-
eting for expired disabili-
ty placards/plates starting 
on May 31. The Registry 
of Motor Vehicles is only 
processing requests for 
disability placards/plates 
by mail. 

To view a complete list 
of parking codes and fines 
in the City of Boston, resi-
dents can visit here or call 
311.

 The Boston Transpor-
tation Department will 
continue to evaluate ad-
ditional parking enforce-
ment changes throughout 
the phased reopening. For 
more information, please 
visit boston.gov/transpor-
tation. 

ABOUT THE BOS-
TON TRANSPORTA-
TION DEPARTMENT

Our mission is to plan, 
build, maintain, and oper-
ate our streets in a manner 
that increases access to 
opportunities, promotes 
safety and resilience, and 
fosters the highest quality 
of life for everyone living, 
working, and visiting our 
City.

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416

The City of Boston’s Department of Neighborhood 
Development announces a public hearing seeking citizen input 
on the housing and community development priorities for the 
Program Year 2021 (7/1/21 - 6/30/22) Action Plan, in accordance 
with the requirements of 24 CFR 91.105(b).   

The Action Plan is submitted annually to the US Dept. of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), and serves as the City's 
application and plan for using $28 million in HUD resources from: 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME 
Investment Partnerships (HOME), Housing Opportunities for 
Persons with AIDS (HOPWA), and Emergency Solutions Grant 
(ESG) programs.

Due to the ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic, this will be a 
Virtual Hearing held on 4/27/21 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm.  

Interpretative services in Spanish, Cantonese, and Mandarin will 
be provided.  To request another language, including American 
Sign Language, email dndcomments@boston.gov at least 7 days 
prior to the hearing date. Every effort will be made to 
accommodate your request. 

To access the hearing link, go to:  
https://www.boston.gov/departments/neighborhood-develop
ment/hearings-and-public-comment 
        
Tim Davis, Deputy Director (DND)

CITY of BOSTON
Notice of Public Hearing BOSTON HOME CENTER

VIRTUAL 
HOMEBUYING EXPO

SIGN UP NOW!

 Saturday, May 1
9:00AM - 1:30PM

Opening the Day
9:00 AM - 9:30 AM

Introduction to 
Homebuying
9:30 AM - 10:20 AM

City of Boston 
First-Time 
Homebuying 
Programs Explained
10:30 AM - 11:20 AM

Be a Credit 
Cruncher! Learn 
About Getting and 
Keeping a Strong 
Credit Score
11:30 AM - 12:20 PM

How to Assemble 
Your Homebuying 
Team 
12:30 PM - 1:15 PM

bit.ly/BHCHomebuyingExpo

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                     PRICE

Brevard, Nathaniel Amazir Boyaco LLC 69 Bennington St             $1,360,000
Brevard, Nathaniel Amazir Boyaco LLC 71-73 Bennington St          $1,360,000
Phillips, Kristy M 120 Bremen LLC 120 Bremen St #1              $432,000
Payne, Elizabeth Matos, Priscilla E     193-195 Chelsea St #1            $442,500
Roberts, Sarah C Coppersmith Way LLC 1 Coppersmith Way #2      $449,000
Brewer, Colin M        Tays Realty LLC 113 Falcon St #3                $735,000
Trotta, Paul          Kondratenok, Anna 46 Geneva St #2                  $643,900
Boothman, Brett Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #103                 $575,000
Condron, Tracy J        Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #104             $580,000 
Khavandgar, Nicholas      Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #107           675,400
Belkin, Michael Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #111             $780,000
Anandjiwala, Jaimin      Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #116               $920,000
B H&Robert D Johnson LT   Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #118            $874,100
Su, Lucy Slip 45 Owner LLC 45 Lewis St #302        $440,100
Krokhmal, Vlad A Currea, Julian 45 Lewis St #PH16            $772,000
Myatt, Alice G Jeffery, Richard D 63 Marion St #2               $800,000
5 Monmouth St Realty LLC 5 Monmouth Street LLC 5 Monmouth St               $757,000
Trailhead Properties LLC Crespo Holdings LLC 119 Princeton St #4            $720,000
May, Patrick D CB Equities Saratoga St 946 Saratoga St #101      $575,000
Mckenna, Kyle Lenkauskas, Megan E      44 W Eagle St #3          $619,990

By John Lynds

In 2020 Part One 
Crimes, the more serious 
crimes that the Boston 
Police track, was up 21 
percent overall in Eastie 
but so far this year crime 
is down 15 percent in the 
neighborhood. 

This week the Boston 
Police released a report 
that compares the overall 
crime stats from January 
1, 2021 through April 11, 

By John Lynds

Two years ago Jeffries 
Point residents were excit-
ed that they no longer had 
to walk or drive to Cen-
tral Square or McClellan 
Highway to get their Me-
ridian Market or Starbucks 
fixes.

However, the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
hit the new convenience 
and filling station on Lo-
gan Airport’s Tomahawk 
Drive particularly hard--
forcing the Starbucks to 
temporarily close and Me-
ridian Market to pull out 
of the new location due to 
loss of revenue caused by 
the pandemic. 

The new gas station, 
which was relocated clos-
er to Jeffries Point in 
2019 due to the Terminal 
E modernization project, 
promised to be an econom-
ic boon for the gas station 
operator, Meridian Market 
and Starbucks. Total gross 
sales of the former gas 
station near Terminal E 
were $10,840,340 in 2018. 
This amount included fuel 
pump sales as well as sales 
at the Dunkin’ Donuts, deli 
and convenience store.

However, the downturn 
in travel and the fact most 
people stayed home during 
the height of the pandem-
ic evaporated any profits 
at the new Starbucks and 
Meridian Market. 

While the loss of a clos-
er and more covenant Me-
ridian Market was disap-
pointing to Jeffries Point 

residents, the Nouria Cor-
poration who was picked 
to operate the gas station 
reported that Starbucks 
has returned. 

At Monday night’s 
Jeffries Point Neighbor-
hood Association (JPNA) 
Nouria Corporation’s John 
Hamza said his company 
has reopened the 24-hour 
Starbucks at the Logan 
Airport location complete 
with a drive-thru.  

“We want to obvious-
ly make sure that people 
know that we’re open 
and put the word out that 
Starbucks is up and run-
ning and open 24 hours,” 
he said. “As many of you 
already know Meridian 
Market is out of the Logan 
location because of loss 
of revenues. To replace 
them we will open “Logan 
Market’’ at the location. 
They are in the process 
right now of receiving per-
mits from the city and we 
hope to get the operation 
up and running by the end 
of the month. So with that 
the entire business will be 
running and we’re very 
excited about serving the 
Jeffries Point community 
once again like we did pri-
or to the pandemic.”

The new station features 
a Shell gas station with 
open space and a park-like 
layout. 

At the time of its open-
ing in the summer of 2019, 
Massport picked Meridian 
Market as a community 
partner to run its sandwich 
shop and deli. The involve-

Starbucks at Logan Airport 
gas station reopens

ment of Meridian Market 
was part of Massport’s 
plan to increase more local 
business opportunities at 
the airport.

As part of this project 

and due to its close prox-
imity to the Jeffries Point 
neighborhood, Massport 
improved the physical 
space around the new fill-
ing station. The space fea-

tures a number of ameni-
ties including public open 
green space with a patio, 
electric vehicle charging 
stations, and walk-able 
access to the community. 

The design of the space 
was inspired by the out-
door veranda at the Bre-
men Street Library that 
overlooks Massport’s Bre-
men Street Park.

Starbucks opens at the Logan Airport gas station.

Part One Crime down so far this year
2021 with the same period 
in 2020. 

So far the only crimes 
that have increased slight-
ly are Domestic Aggravat-
ed Assault, Non-Domestic 
Aggravated Assault, Lar-
ceny and Auto Theft. 

Domestic Aggravated 
Assault went from 15 to 
16 when comparing 2021 
to 2020; Non-Domestic 
Aggravated Assault in-
creased from 12 to 13, 
Larceny increased from 
48 to 67 and Auto Theft 
increased from 6 to 7. 

However, all other 

crimes are down. 
Robbery and Attempted 

Robbery has dropped from 
15 to 9 when comparing 
2021 to 2020, Commer-
cial Burglaries are down 
from 8 to 4, Residential 
Burglaries are down 22 to 
21 and there have been no 
homicides so far this year. 
There were no homicides 
reported in 2020 as well. 

Larceny From a Motor 
Vehicle, which was a huge 
problem in the neighbor-
hood last year and rose 
100 percent between 2019 
and 2020, are down. Ac-

cording to the stats Larce-
ny from a Motor Vehicle 
is down 55 percent from 
76 to 34 when comparing 
2020 to 2021. 

Rape or Attempted Ra-
ope remianed the same 
with 2 so far this year. 
This was the same number 
reported during the same 
time period in 2020. 

Overall there have been 
only 173 Part One Crimes 
between January and April 
compared to the 204 re-
ported by this point last 
year, or a 15 percent de-
crease

Mayor Janey announces towing for 
street cleaning to resume citywide
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Maverick // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

April 27 - June 17
Tuesdays & Thursdays |  5:30-7:00pm

Games and Practice take place at  
East Boston Memorial Park

SWINGING FOR 
THE FENCES 

EAST BOSTON YMCA   |   YMCA OF GREATER BOSTON

EAST BOSTON YMCA T-BALL LEAGUE

GAMES BEGIN TUESDAY, APRIL 27! REGISTER TODAY!

Our T-Ball program is designed for 3-6 year olds.  
They will learn the basic T-Ball fundamentals, including 
hitting, fielding, sportsmanship and love of the game.  

All Children will receive their own T-shirt and Hat! 

Open to Y Members and Community Members! 

Visit ymcaboston.org/active-programs or the Y 
at 215 Bremen Street for more info or to register.

Northeastern University 
Giordana Mecagni. 

On September 28, 1968 
a group of mothers gath-
ered in what was to be-
come a historic protest 
against the Port Authority 
and airport expansion.

The group became 
known as the ‘Maverick 
Street Mothers’ and their 
protest became the true 
beginning of environ-
mental justice in Eastie 
and marked the opening 
salvo and first victory in 
the neighborhood’s famed 
transportation justice 
struggles.

“As a young mother, my 
involvement as a commu-
nity activist started,” said 
Maddalena during a Mass-
port dedication of a plaque 
honoring the mothers in 
2015. “I joined my friends 
and neighbors to protest 
the huge trucks carrying 
fill along Maverick Street 
to the bird island flats sec-
tion of the airport.”

After a series of meet-
ings with Massport offi-
cials there was no relief 
in spite of the residents 
simply asking the Port 
Authority to use another 
route to haul the fill.

Frustration was grow-
ing in the neighborhood 
and DiLorenzo met with 
the Maverick Street res-
idents and the group de-
cided to meet on the street 
the next day and block 
the trucks. People felt this 
radical ‘sit in’ approach 
could be effective.

It was decided that 
only women and children 
would participate in the 
demonstration because 
many felt if men were 
involved it might lead to 
fights and violence. The 
group notified the media, 
put out a simple press re-
lease and on the next day, 
September 28, the demon-
stration began.

As the dump trucks ar-
rived the mothers, most 
pushing their children in 
baby carriages, blocked 
the street.

“When the first truck 
arrived there was a lot 
of noise with the driv-
ers yelling and cursing at 
the mothers,” Maddalena 
remembers. “The trucks 
began to roll closer and 
closer to the protesters and 
someone called the State 
Police.”

As seen in the film the 

State Police arrived to re-
store order to the street 
and when the Maverick 
Mothers refused to back 
down the State Police be-
gan to drag and push the 
mothers to the sidewalk so 
the trucks could continue. 
However, White, who was 
being kept abreast of the 
situation, sent in the Bos-
ton Police to counter the 
State Police’s use of force.

The Boston Police 
made the trucks stop and 
ordered the protest to con-
tinue.

That night the event 
was all over the evening 
news.

When Massport caught 
wind the protests would 
not end and continued the 
next day, Eastie’s elected 
officials pointed out that 
there were several oth-
er viable truck routes on 
Massport property that 
could be used.

After negotiations, 
Massport agreed to use 
the alternative truck routes 
and the Maverick Mothers 
scored a major victory 
during the era of Logan 
expansion.

An Eastie mother that was part of the Maverick Mothers protest is pushed to the ground 
by State Police during the historic 1968 protest against Logan Expansion. 

Mayor Kevin White stands with the community and talks with protesters. 

Mayor Kevin White asking a young Eastie boy how he feels about the trucks curbing his 
ability to play on Maverick Street. 

Eastie legend, former State Rep. George DiLorenzo. 

Former State Sen. Mario Umana is interviewed by the news about the protests. 
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Many people are talking 
about the weight they 
gained over the past year. 
Some call it “COVID 
curves” or the “Quaran-
tine 15.” It might surprise 
you to learn that the web-
site Daily Paws reported 
that a survey in Decem-
ber found, “... one-third 
of pet owners report that 
their animals have gained 
weight during the pan-
demic.” The good news 
is that you and your pets 
can make losing the extra 
pounds a joint effort.

Starting Point
Any major change in 

your routine diet and ex-
ercise, the two elements 
of weight loss for both hu-
mans and animals, should 
begin by checking in with 
your doctor and veteri-
narian. In both cases you 
should discuss an ideal 
weight goal that takes into 
account age and any med-
ical conditions. 

Measure and Record
You can schedule re-

minders for regular weight 
checks for the entire team 
and shop for any supplies 
you might need to reach 
your goals. This might 
include better walking or 
hiking shoes for the hu-
mans, more active toys for 
cats, a long training-leash 
that would let dogs run 

in large circles in a safe 
place like a beach or field, 
more appropriate food, 
and healthier snacks for 
everyone.

Anyone who took up 
baking during the pan-
demic may have learned 
the value of weighing in-
gredients instead of just 
measuring them. If you 
don’t have a kitchen scale, 
this may be an essential 
weight loss purchase. 

We’ve weighed our 
Poppy’s food since she 
was a puppy and, as a re-
sult, she has maintained 
her weight at a healthy 
level for eight years. Ed 
weighs her and himself 
every Thursday. That 
helps both of them stay fit.

You should also mea-
sure out any treats. Per-
haps set up a treat jar or 
container that everyone 
knows is the pet’s daily 
limit. This can help get 
the whole family onboard 
for control of treat distri-
bution.

Plan Treats
Snacks and treats add 

pounds quickly. First think 
about size. You can break 
up larger treats if they 
happen to be a favorite or 
switch to smaller ones. We 
use tiny oatmeal and fruit 
dog treats that are less 
than an inch long and very 
skinny. They also provide 
food value with very sim-
ple human food ingredi-

ents. 
You can also prepare 

a daily supply of snacks 
that you and your dog can 
share. One of our dog’s 
loved carrots and was just 
as happy gnawing at one 
as she was scarfing a dog 
biscuit. Hard boiled eggs 
can be cut up and will be a 
nice high protein treat for 
dogs or cats. 

You can also make 
home-made treats. We 
suggest ones based on oat-
meal and yogurt which are 
both okay for feline or ca-
nine pals. There are plenty 
of recipes on the web. 

Exercise More
Adding more exercise 

and playtime for your dog 
or cat will naturally add 
more calorie burn to their 
day. This is an area where 
you have to start slowly 
and work up to a high-

er level of exercise, a bit 
more each week. While 
weekends would seem to 
be the perfect time to go 
all out, you might find 
you or your furry friend 
limping and exhausted by 
Monday. 

One added benefit to 
increased movement is 
that you and your animals 
might sleep better.

We’ve all heard the old 
adage that a tired dog is a 
good dog. The same is true 
for cats. You might even 
find yourself in a better 
mood and ready for sleep 
after you have enjoyed an 
evening stroll with your 
dog or some quality play-
time with your cat.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Have you ever noticed 
that the stew you made 
over the weekend tastes 
much better as a Monday 
leftover? That may be, in 
part, because you didn’t 
have to cook after a busy 
day, but it is also because a 
stew, in our opinion, is one 
of those dishes that is at its 
best after it has had a rest.

For us, the same is true 
of chili, braised meat, and 
some soups. This recom-
mendation, like so many 
in the food world, has 
its friends and foes. Af-
ter extensive testing, The 
Serious Eats Food Lab 
concluded that with these 
foods, it really doesn’t 
make a difference and told 
readers to do whatever 
they wanted, rest or don’t 
rest.

The popular no-knead 
bread dough recipes call 
on long, slow, cool fer-
mentation to improve the 
flavor, texture, and some 
say the bread’s digestibil-
ity. It also allows the bak-
er more flexibility about 
when they want to bake a 

loaf. 

A Must for Chowder
In his book, “50 Chow-

ders One Pot Meals, Clam, 
Corn & Beyond,” Boston 
Chef Jasper White recom-
mends the step of letting 
a chowder rest or “cure,” 
as New Englanders call it. 
He writes, “Do not under-
estimate the importance of 
this process. It is during 
the resting and cooling-off 
period that chowder un-
dergoes a metamorphosis, 
emerging with a deeper 
flavor and richer texture.”

We find this is also true 
of other soups. We make 
a variety of soups that are 
combinations of vegeta-
bles with a sausage. After 
a day in the refrigerator, 
a sausage like kielbasa or 
chorizo will have shared 
its seasoning with the rest 
of the soup to a greater 
degree than when first 
cooked.

Short Naps
Rest time may be short 

or long. If you’ve grilled 
a steak, you may have 
learned to cover it with 

foil and let it rest for five 
to ten minutes to allow the 
heat in the meat to finish 
cooking and for the juices 
to redistribute. That time 
will extend to 20 to 30 
minutes for a large roast.

When we make quick 
pickles, salad dressings, 
or herb and yogurt sauces 
like riata or tzatziki, we’ll 
make those first as we be-
gin to cook, so they have 
some time for the herbs 
and seasonings to infuse 
into the liquids.

In baking, the rest times 
are often for totally dif-
ferent reasons. Cookie 
and pastry dough call for 
a time out in the refriger-
ator to allow the flour to 
be completely hydrated by 
the wet ingredients and let 
the fat, be it butter or lard, 
reharden for a tender or 
flaky result.

Food Safety First
While telling you to let 

your chowder cure, Chef 
White, a long-time restau-
rateur, addresses the food 
safety aspect of allowing 
food to rest. He says, “A 
1-hour resting will im-

prove your chowder im-
mensely, and refrigerating 
overnight or longer is even 
better! If you decide to re-
frigerate your chowder, let 
it cool at room tempera-
ture for 30 minutes, then 
place it in the refrigerator 
uncovered. Covering can 
prolong the cooling pro-

cess, resulting in a warm 
center that is ideal for bac-
terial growth. Bacteria ru-
ins the flavor and shortens 
the shelf life of food. Cov-
er the chowder only after 
it has chilled completely.” 

We would add that you 
should always use a food 
thermometer to ensure that 

your resting food stays out 
of the danger zone of 40°F 
to 140°F, where bacteria 
proliferate.

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

Visit eastietimes.com
35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880

WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 

7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30am Sun: 8am-9am
 Not responsible for typographical errors.   

We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS FRIDAY APRIL 16TH, 2021 THROUGH WEDNESDAY APRIL 21ST, 2021

Green Mountain K-Cups .......................................$5.99 
Kelloggs Cocoa Krispies or Rice Crispies ..... 2/$5.00
Barilla Pasta ................................................10/$10.00
Ragu Pasta Sauce ............................................2/$4.00
Kraft Barbecue Sauce ................................10/$10.00
Near East Rice Pilaf ....................................10/$10.00
Gatorade 32oz ...........................................10/$10.00
All Liquid Laundry Detergent ..............................$3.99 
Hellmann's Mayonaise 30oz ...........................2/$7.00
Stouffers French Bread Pizza ......................4/$10.00
Kelloggs Eggo Waffles .....................................2/$4.00
Rays Bagels ...................................................... 2/$5.00
Chobani Greek Yogurt .................................10/$10.00
Philadelphia Soft Cream Cheese ...................2/$6.00
Just Crack an Egg Kit ......................................2/$4.00

Finlandia Swiss Cheese ................................. $5.99/lb
Krakus Imported Ham ................................... $5.99/lb
Carando Hot Capicola ....................................$6.99/lb
Best Yet Honey Roasted Turkey ................. $5.99/lb
Belgioioso Mozzarella Balls ......................... 2/$5.00

Weekend Specials
Friday,April 16th to Sunday April 18th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Mangoes ............................................................. 3/$5.00
Watermelon ...........................................................79¢/lb
Super Select Cucumbers .................................2/$1.00
Sno White Cello Cauliflower .................................$2.99 
Green Giant Fresh Baby Cut Carrots ............ 4/$5.00
Natures Finest All Purpose 
White Potatoes 5lb bag .......................................$2.99

Bakery

BAKERY
White or Wheat Pizza Dough ..................... 4/$5.00

DELI 
Best Yet Rare Roast Beef ....................... $6.99/lb
Hans Kissle Red Bliss Potato Salad .......$2.99/lb
Best Yet Corned Beef ................................$5.99/lb

PRODUCE
Florida Fresh Bi-Color Sweet Corn .......... 6/$3.99
Cluster Tomatoes on the Vine ..................$1.39/lb
Avocadoes ...............................................10/$10.00

MEAT
Grade A Boneless Chicken Brest .............$1.79/lb
Steak Tips ................................................... $9.99/lb
Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 1lb bag 21/25 ct ..... $8.99

GROCERY
Tropicana Orange Juice 89 oz.  ............. 2/$11.00
Friendly's Ice Cream ....................................2/$6.00
Bumble Bee Solid White Tuna ......... 2/$3.00 limit 4

Ciabatta Bread .................................................... $2.99
Lemon, Fig, or Raspberry Squares .................... $1.99
Raspberry Danish ................................................ $3.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops ................ $1.79/lb
Boneless Pork Roast ..................................... $1.79/lb
Boneless Chuck Shoulder Steaks ................$3.99/lb
Split Chicken Breast ..................................... $1.79/lb
Bone in Chicken Thighs ...................................$1.09/lb

Simply Mashed Potatoes Asst. Varieties .....2/$5.00
Smithfield Bacon  16oz.  ....................................$5.99

Family Pack Specials

As many of you know, the Winthrop Marketplace has been 
closed since April 3. The floors that we installed two years 
ago were defective and had to be replaced.  When we went 
ahead with installing the new flooring, we decided to make 
some changes with the checkout lanes as well. The original 
checkout lanes were designed for plastic bags and, due to the 
plastic bag ban, they were no longer effective for our store.  
Therefore, we sought out a local professional that could per-
sonalize our checkout lanes to fit out store environment while 
also allowing an efficient checkout process.

Since starting this project we have run into some major 
problems, which pushed us back. What was supposed to be a 
four day project has gone on almost two weeks.  We knew that 
the building was an older building and has unique character-
istics, but we didn’t foresee some of the issues that have arisen.  
After facing these delays and changing companies, our new 
flooring company has been moving along well and we can’t 
thank them enough for getting in here under such short notice.

On another note, we want to thank all our employees and 
our customers for your ongoing support. The phone calls, 
the e-mails, and the text messages have really helped us get 
through this long and frustrating project.  It has been made 
even harder because we have not been able to give concrete 
answers to when we will be open.  We want nothing more than 
to open our doors again to all of you and can’t wait to wel-
come everyone back.  

The Winthrop Marketplace plans on being in this commu-
nity for a long time and continue to be big part of the town of 
Winthrop now and in the future.

Thank you,
Marc and Chris Wallerce

To All Our Customers

Fresh and LocaL

Rest is best

city Paws

Shed pounds this Spring

This Rhode Island clam chowder is a dish that benefits from a rest or, as Jasper White calls 
it, “time to cure.”
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To place a 
memoriam 

in the Times 
Free Press, 
please call 

781-485-0588

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

For Advertising 
Rates, 

Call 617-884-2416

Frank R. Delespro of 
East Boston passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
his loving family on April 
7 at the age of 97. 

The beloved husband 
of the late Maria (Forti) 
Delespro, he was the de-
voted father of Irene Na-
varro and her husband, 
Michael of Saugus, cher-
ished grandfather of Mi-
chael and Frank Navarro 
and is also survived by 
many loving nieces and 
nephews. 

Family and friends will 
honored Frank’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
East Boston on Sunday 
April 11 and again on 
Monday morning, April 

12 before leaving in fu-
neral procession to St. 
Anthony’s Church Revere 
St., Revere for a mass 
in celebration of Frank’s 
life. Services conclud-
ed with Frank being laid 
to rest with his beloved 
wife, Maria, at Puritan 
Lawn Memorial Park in 
Peabody. May they rest in 
peace. To leave an online 
condolence please vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

Norma Davis
She had an unbreakable faith and devotion 

to God and her life purpose was giving back 
to those in need 

Norma (Sasso) Davis, 
a lifelong resident of Re-
vere, passed away sur-
rounded by her loving 
family on April 10 at the 
age of 89. 

Born in Revere on No-
vember 8, 1931 to the late 
Peter and Sophie (DeMat-
teis), she was the beloved 
wife of the late Richard 
Davis, devoted mother of 
Elaine Moschella of Re-
vere, Stephen Davis and 
his wife, Denise of Ohio 
and Nancy Maniscalco 
and her husband, John 
of Revere. She was the 
cherished grandmother of 
nine, adored great grand-
mother of four, dear sister 
of Robert Sasso, Edward 
Sasso, and Elaine Mari-
no, all of Revere, and was 
preceded in death by Lucy 
Savastano, Thelma Manz, 
and Jean Sasso. She is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces and nephews. 

Norma had a passion 
for cooking since a very 
young age and was her 
happiest when serving her 
famous recipes to her fam-
ily and friends. In addition 
to cooking, some of Nor-
ma’s pleasures included 
traveling, playing scrab-
ble and cards with friends, 
watching Jeopardy, vol-
unteering at the historical 
society, and playing in a 
bocce league. Norma took 
pride in making everyone 
feel welcome in her home. 
She adored caring for not 
only her own grandchil-
dren, but many of their 
friends who adopted her as 
their grandmother as well. 
Norma had an unbreak-
able faith and devotion to 
God. Giving back to those 

in need was Norma’s life 
purpose. Her generosity 
is well known by anyone 
who has met her and she 
held a special place in her 
heart for the many founda-
tions she contributed to. 

A visitation will be held 
at the Paul Buonfiglio 
& Sons-Bruno Funeral 
Home 128 Revere St., Re-
vere today, Wednesday, 
April 14 from 4 to 8 p.m. 
We ask that you make your 
visit brief to allow others 
to pay their respects. Rela-
tives and friends are kindly 
invited to a Funeral Mass 
at St. Anthony’s Church 
in Revere on Thursday at 
10 a.m. (Everyone meet 
directly at church). Masks 
and social distancing are 
required at church and 
the funeral home. Inter-
ment will be in Woodlawn 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be made in 
Norma’s name to the Reid 
Landry Garrant Founda-
tion, RLG Foundation in 
care of Paula Garrant, 20 
Berry St, Unit 2110, North 
Andover, MA 01845 or 
at reidsrebels.com.  For 
guest book please vis-
it www.buonfiglio.com.

Frank Delespro
Of East Boston

Little Bill
You were a gift

Everyone who knew you, 
knew you had a way of 

making days a lot 
brighter, hearts a lot 

happier &  problems seem 
a whole lot smaller.

You made the world a happier place.
Happy Birthday Little Bill

Love, Mom, Dad
Mark & Family

56 th Birthday Remembrance
William F. Leach, Jr.

4/17/1965 - 8/4/2008

 In Loving Memory 
Of Our Mother

Rosemarie 
“Rose” 

D’Amelio-Perry
April 14, 2009- April 14, 2021
12th Year Anniversary 

“If Roses Grow In 
Heaven”

If roses grow in Heaven Lord 
Please pick a bunch for me.
Place them in my  Mother’s 

arms and tell her they’re 
from me.

Tell her that I love and miss 
her and when she turns to 
smile, place a kiss upon her 

cheek and hold her for a 
while.

Because remembering her is 
easy, I do it every day.

But there is an ache within 
my heart that will never go 

away.

We love and miss you so 
much, Ma.

Always in our thoughts, 
forever in our hearts.

Love your daughters,
Kelly and Deena

First Year Anniversary

Paula Ann Vitale
2/11/61 - 4/18/2020

Death leaves a heartache 
no one can heal

Love leaves a memory
 no one can steal

Love Always 
Desiree, Mike, Brianna, 

Michael, & 
Grandchildren.

The MBTA this week 
announced updates to cur-
rent fare pilots that include 
an extension of the Five-
day Flex Pass on mTicket, 
as well as upcoming fare 
change proposals that in-
clude improvements to the 
Youth Pass and convert-
ing all Outer Express Bus 
Routes to Inner Express 
Bus fares. These changes 
help to improve reduced 
fare programs and simpli-

fy complex fares for both 
customers and operations.

“We’re pleased to 
temporarily extend the 
availability of the Five-
day Flex Pass, which has 
been a popular fare option 
for our Commuter Rail 
riders as travel patterns 
have adjusted and evolved 
during the pandemic,” 
said MBTA General Man-
ager Steve Poftak. “We’re 
also excited about our 

upcoming fare proposals 
that make improvements 
to the Youth Pass and Ex-
press Bus Route fares. If 
approved by the FMCB 
next month, these propos-
als – converting all Outer 
Express Bus Routes to the 
lower Inner Express Bus 
fare, and providing Youth 
Pass users with reduced 
fares on Commuter Rail, 
Express Bus, and ferries 
– will allow the MBTA to 

continue to meet the needs 
of riders through incre-
mental fare improvements 
that matter now more than 
ever as we enter the ‘new 
normal’.”

Fare Pilot Updates
MBTA staff announced 

that the Five-day Flex 
Pass will be extended, the 
Lynn Zone 1A Fare Pilot 
will end on June 30, as 
previously planned, and 
Quincy Center Station’s 

MBTA updates pilots including extends Five-day Flex Pass on mTicket
Zone 1A fare designation 
will end June 30:

•Five-day Flex Pass: An 
attractive option for rid-
ers with in-person work 
schedules limited by the 
pandemic, the Five-day 
Flex Pass has continued to 
serve Commuter Rail rid-
ers with over 5,600 passes 
sold through March 2021. 
The Five-day Flex Pass 
will continue to be avail-
able on mTicket for 90 
days following the end of 
the Commonwealth’s state 
of emergency. 

•Lynn Zone 1A Fare 
Pilot: Zone 1A fares were 
piloted in Lynn to relieve 
crowding on nearby buses 
and improve social dis-
tancing and safety during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Based on ridership data 
and surveys of Lynn rid-
ers, it was found that the 
Lynn Zone 1A Fare Pilot 
has not reduced crowding 
on nearby bus routes. As 
a result, this fare pilot will 
end June 30, as previously 
announced with Lynn Sta-
tion returning to a Zone 2 
fare beginning July 1.

•Quincy Center Zone 
1A mitigation: Zone 1A 
fares were temporarily 
accepted at Quincy Cen-
ter Station in order to 
mitigate Red Line service 
impacts during both the 
closure of Wollaston Sta-
tion and North Quincy 
Garage Development con-
struction. Wollaston was 
reopened in August 2019, 
surface parking currently 
provides sufficient access 
to North Quincy, and the 
North Quincy Garage is 
anticipated to open later 
in 2021. As a result, Quin-
cy Center Station’s Zone 
1A fare designation will 
end June 30, 2021, with 
Quincy Center returning 
to a Zone 1 fare beginning 
July 1.

 Proposed Fare Changes
MBTA Fare Transfor-

mation staff today pre-
sented two fare change 
proposals to be voted on 
by the Fiscal and Man-
agement Control Board 
(FMCB) on May 10, 2021, 
that aim to benefit nearly 
2,200 current Youth Pass 
participants (about 4,600 

pre-pandemic) and to sim-
plify Express Bus fares:

•The Youth Pass Pro-
gram is a partnership be-
tween the MBTA and par-
ticipating cities and towns 
that offers young adults 
with low incomes roughly 
50-percent reduced one-
way fares or $30 month-
ly LinkPasses on the bus 
and subway. MBTA staff 
have proposed that the 
Youth Pass also be valid 
for reduced fares on Com-
muter Rail, Express Bus, 
and ferries. Youth Pass 
holders are already able to 
purchase half-price Com-
muter Rail tickets through 
a reduced fare pilot that 
ends on June 30. This 
proposed fare change, if 
approved by the FMCB, 
would make the Youth 
Pass Commuter Rail pilot 
a permanent policy and 
also provide reduced Ex-
press Bus and ferry fares 
effective July 1, 2021.

•MBTA staff also pro-
posed converting all Outer 
Express Bus Routes ($5.25 
per trip) to Inner Bus fares 
($4.25 per trip) effective 
July 1. Maintaining a sep-
arate fare for a small num-
ber of Outer Express Bus 
Routes has become unnec-
essarily complicated for 
riders and bus operators. 
Due to service changes as 
a result of the pandemic, 
the MBTA is currently op-
erating only a single Outer 
Express route (352/354), 
which is most recently 
serving about 100 Outer 
Express rides per day. The 
route also serves an Inner 
Express stop and requires 
a complicated procedure 
to avoid overcharging 
customers. As a result, if 
approved by the FMCB in 
May, the MBTA has pro-
posed converting fares for 
Express Route 352/354 as 
well as any future Express 
Bus Routes to the Inner 
Express fare of $4.25 be-
ginning July 1.

The public is able to 
comment on these pro-
posed changes at mbta.
com/2021FareChanges. 
The Title VI analysis will 
be shared with FMCB and 
posted to mbta.com by 
April 26.

With the cost of a 
life-saving transplant of-
ten exceeding $800,000, 
most transplant families 
are unable to shoulder 
that financial burden. The 
Children’s Organ Trans-
plant Association (COTA) 
is a national 501(c)3 char-
ity dedicated to organizing 
and guiding communities 
in raising funds for trans-
plant-related expenses. 
In Newburyport, volun-
teers are raising funds for 
COTA in honor of trans-
plant patients like local 
child, Heeth Atanasoff.

Heeth is the son of Mol-
ly and Todd Atanasoff. 
Born in 2012, Heeth was 
diagnosed with Aplastic 
Anemia. The transplant 
team at Tufts Medical 
Center in Boston, rec-
ommends a life-saving 
bone marrow transplant. 
Newburyport volunteers 
are raising $100,000 for 
COTA to assist with trans-
plant-related expenses.

Volunteers are needed 
for this COTA communi-
ty campaign. Individuals 
and groups interested in 
more information should 
contact Community Co-
ordinator Kerry Marshall 
at 978.609.0866 or kerry-
marshall48@gmail.com.

COTA helps transplant 
families avoid financial 
devastation. Transplant 
procedure costs range 

from $100,000 to more 
than $800,000. Once the 
transplant is complete, 
families face significant 
transplant-related expens-
es, including medication; 
transportation to and from 
the transplant center; lodg-
ing; and expenses while 
parents are out of work 
and often living with the 
hospitalized child far from 
home. These out-of-pock-
et expenses add up to tens 
of thousands of dollars an-
nually for transplant fami-
lies with lifetime totals of-
ten exceeding $1,000,000. 
In cases where a shortfall 
exists, COTA helps bridge 
the financial gap.

Heeth’s family has 
asked for assistance from 
the Children’s Organ 
Transplant Association. 
One hundred percent of 
all funds raised for COTA 
in honor of patients assist 
with transplant-related ex-
penses.

Contributions may be 
sent to the Children’s Or-
gan Transplant Associ-
ation, 2501 West COTA 
Drive, Bloomington, 
Indiana, 47403. Checks 
should be made payable 
to COTA, with “In Honor 
of Heeths Hope” written 
on the memo line. Secure 
credit card gifts are ac-
cepted online at www.CO-
TAforHeethsHope.com.

Area child In need of 
life-saving transplant

Prayer To The Holy Spirit
Holy spirit, you who gives meaning to 
and shines the light on my path so that 
I may reach my goals. You who gives 
me the divine grace to forgive and for-
get the evil done unto me and which is 
with me at every moment in my life. I 
want in this short dialogue to reassure 
you one more time I do not ever want 
to be separated from you, no matter 
how grand the worldly possessions 
may be, my desire to be with you and 
my brothers in perpetual glory will not 
be lessened. (One should say this 
prayer 3 days the divine shall be grant-
ed no matter how unattainable it may 
be.) Publications must be promised.
Favor Received.

G.E.
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ORIENT HEIGHTS 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCIL MEETING 
AGENDA

The next meeting of the 
Orient Heights Neighbor-
hood Council will be held 
on Monday, April 19, at 
6:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

Zoom meeting infor-
mation: https://zoom.
us/j/93248748663 

Agenda
Public Safety   
Station 7 Community 

Update: Officer Dan Si-
mons

Announcements & 
General Presentations

Senator Boncore and 
Representative Madaro 
legislative update

Discussion around up-
dating bylaws with previ-
ously approved changes

Most recent revision 
to the bylaws (from No-
vember 2019) does not in-
clude previously approved 
amendments, such as not 
holding meetings on holi-
days and anonymous vot-
ing. 

Update on Orient 
Heights and Harbor View 
neighborhood boundaries

Development Presenta-
tions

INFO
970 Saratoga Street - 

New Construction of 4 
story, mixed-use building 
containing 14 residential 
units, retail space, and 
parking.

Adjournment
The next OHNC meet-

ing will be held on Mon-
day, May 17, 2021.

RED CROSS 
AIMING TO MAKE 
MORE THAN 600 
HOMES SAFER     
BY MAY 8

The American Red 
Cross of Massachusetts is 
on a mission to make more 
than 600 homes across the 
state safer between now 
and May 8.

Volunteers will meet 
with residents by appoint-
ment – either virtually or 
socially-distanced outside 
their homes – to share 
crucial fire safety infor-
mation, help create an 
escape plan, and practice 
a two-minute drill. This 
information is free and 
available to anyone who 
makes an appointment. 
In some communities, the 
Red Cross is working with 
partner fire departments 
to offer free smoke alarm 
installations when it be-
comes safe to do so.

“Home fires remain 
the most frequent disas-
ter during COVID-19, yet 
most of us don’t realize 
we have just two minutes 
to safely escape,” said 
Holly Grant, CEO of the 
Red Cross of Massachu-
setts. “We’re still spend-
ing more time than ever 
inside during the pandem-
ic, so it’s critical that we 
help our neighbors protect 
themselves from these ev-
eryday disasters.”

This effort comes as 
part of a larger national 
push to educate 100,000 
people about home fire 
safety in high-risk com-
munities. Here in Mas-
sachusetts, focus cities 
include Worcester, Brock-
ton and Quincy, although 
individuals in any city or 
town (owner or renter) 
may participate.

To sign up for free 
home fire safety ed-
ucation, please visit 
SoundTheAlarm.org /
Massachusetts. The Red 
Cross is also looking for 
additional volunteers to 
train as home fire safety 
educators and offer this 
training in their own com-
munity. 

The Red Cross of Mas-
sachusetts is grateful for 

the support of our spon-
sors, National Grid and 
Harvard Pilgrim. This 
effort would not be pos-
sible without the support 
of the focus cities, with 
special thanks to Mayor 
Joseph Petty of Worcester, 
Mayor Robert Sullivan of 
Brockton and the Quin-
cy, Worcester and Brock-
ton fire departments and 
emergency management 
teams.

HUD ALLOCATE 
FUNDS FOR 
AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING

The U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) an-
nounced the allocation of 
more than $16.9 million 
to Massachusetts through 
the nation’s Housing Trust 
Fund (HTF) for affordable 
housing, this funding is 
part of $689,565,492.92 
being allocated nationally. 
The Housing Trust Fund 
was launched in 2008 as 
an affordable housing pro-
duction program that com-
plements existing federal, 
state, and local efforts to 
increase and preserve the 
supply of decent, safe, and 
sanity affordable housing 
for low- and extremely 
low-income households, 
including families experi-
encing homelessness. 

“This past year has re-
minded us just how im-
portant it is to have ac-
cess to safe and stable 
housing. But too many 
Americans are struggling 
to keep or find an afford-
able home,” said Secre-
tary Marcia L. Fudge “We 
are excited to announce 
this historic funding al-
location, which will en-
able states to expand and 
preserve affordable hous-
ing for our neighbors 
who need our support the 
most.” 

The Housing Trust 
Fund is capitalized 
through the contributions 
made by Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac. This year’s 
allocation is a significant 
increase in funding from 
last year’s allocation of 
$322,564,267.66. This 
program is specifically fo-
cused on housing for some 
of our most vulnerable 
populations. HUD annual-
ly allocates HTF funds by 
formula. A state must use 
at least 80 percent of each 
annual grant for rental 
housing; up to 10 percent 
for homeownership; and 
up to 10 percent for the 
grantee’s reasonable ad-
ministrative and planning 
costs. HTF funds may be 
used for the production 
or preservation of afford-
able housing through the 
acquisition, new con-
struction, reconstruction, 
and/or rehabilitation of 
non-luxury housing with 
suitable amenities. All 
HTF-assisted units will be 
required to have a mini-
mum affordability period 
of 30 years. The Housing 
Trust Fund has supported 
the construction or reha-
bilitation of 775 rental 
units nationally since the 
first were allocated in 
2017. There are current-
ly 480 additional projects 
under construction. This 
year’s funding is expect-
ed to produce more than 
5,400 additional afford-
able units.

NATIONAL 
GRID REMINDS 
CUSTOMERS TO 
CALL 8-1-1 BEFORE 
DIGGING

April is designated as 
National Safe Digging 
Month, and National Grid 
urges anyone who is plan-
ning on digging to call 811 

to prevent serious person-
al injury, property damage 
and service interruptions 
caused by accidentally 
digging into electric, gas, 
telephone, water, sewer or 
cable facilities.

Nationally every nine 
minutes, an underground 
utility line is damaged 
because someone didn’t 
contact 811 before dig-
ging. Knowing where 
underground utility lines 
are buried before you dig 
will help protect you and 
your family from injury. 
With more people staying 
home and relying on their 
utilities to work and com-
municate, inconvenient 
outages are important to 
avoid. 

“This year, it’s critical-
ly important to call 811 
before you start digging to 
ensure all utility lines are 
marked. Even when dig-
ging only a few inches or 
taking on a small outdoor 
project, the risk of striking 
an underground utility is 
high,” said Mark Prewitt, 
VP Gas Pipeline Safety 
and Compliance. “This is 
a big responsibility that 
we all need to take a small 
part in.  By spreading the 
word to call 811 we can 
decrease damages, service 
interruptions, and inju-
ry—or even save a life.”

Striking a single un-
derground utility line can 
cause injury, repair costs, 
fines, and inconvenient 
outages. Every digging 
project, no matter how 
large or small, warrants 
contacting 811. Wheth-
er you’re planting a tree 
or shrub, or installing a 
deck or pool, every job 
requires a call to 811 to 
know what’s below before 
digging.

The depth of utility 
lines can vary for several 
reasons, such as erosion, 
previous digging projects 
and uneven surfaces. Util-
ity lines need to be prop-
erly marked because even 
when digging only a few 
inches or digging in a lo-
cation that’s previously 
been marked, the risk of 
striking an underground 
utility line still exists. A 
call to 811 is the best safe-
guard and the first line 
of defense to preventing 

strikes on underground 
utility lines.

A quick phone call to 
811 several days before 
digging connects callers to 
their local one call center, 
which notifies the appro-
priate utility companies of 
their intent to dig. Profes-
sional locators then arrive 
at the digging site to mark 
the approximate locations 
of underground lines with 
flags, spray paint or both. 
The service is easy to use 
and free of charge.

State laws mandate that 
811 must be contacted a 
few days in advance of 
beginning projects that re-
quire excavation. Failure 
to call 811 may be pun-
ishable by fines, which 
in some states can be as 
high as $1,000 for a first 
offense and $10,000 for 
subsequent offenses.

National Grid works 
closely with local fire and 
police departments and, 
with their strong support, 
people are calling before 
they dig. Calling 811 can 
potentially avoid an inci-
dent that requires police 
and fire response.

THE EAST BOSTON 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 
COMMEMORATES 
THE OBSERVANCE 
OF PATRIOT’S DAY

The East Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce will 
be placing a display of 
American flags to com-
memorate the upcoming 
Patriot’s Day observed on 
Monday, 4/19/21 at the 
Daniel H Solari Square 
outside the Chamber of 
Commerce office at 464 
Bremen Street.

Patriot’s Day commem-
orates the April anniversa-
ry of the very first Revo-
lutionary War battles of 
Lexington and Concord.  
The battles of Lexington 
and Concord signaled the 
start of the American Rev-
olutionary War where the 
British Army set out from 
Boston to capture rebel 
leaders Samuel Adams 
and John Hancock in Lex-
ington as well as to de-
stroy the American’s store 
of weapons and ammuni-
tion in Concord.

Please note that the 
flags are for display pur-
poses.  If anyone wishes 
to obtain a flag, please feel 
free to contact the Cham-
ber at eastbostonchamber.
com.  You can take a selfie 
of yourself or others with 
the flag display and post 
it on social media with 
the hashtag  #eastboston-
chamber to enter in a raf-
fle for a free US flag like 
those found in the display.

We will an-
nounce the winner on the 
East Boston Chamber 
of Commerce Facebook 
Page.

La Cámara de Comer-
cio de East Boston con-
memora El Día del Patri-
ota.

La Cámara de Comer-
cio de East Boston colo-
cará una exhibición de 
banderas estadounidenses 
para conmemorar el próx-
imo Día del Patriota que 
se observará el lunes 19 
de abril del 21 en Daniel 
H. Solari Square, frente a 
la oficina de la Cámara de 
Comercio en 464 Bremen 
Street.

El Día del Patriota con-
memora el aniversario de 
las primeras batallas de 
la Guerra Revolucionaria 
de Lexington y Concord. 
Las batallas de Lexing-
ton y Concord marcaron 
el comienzo de la Guerra 
Revolucionaria Estadoun-
idense, donde el ejérci-
to británico partió desde 
Boston para capturar a los 
líderes rebeldes Samuel 
Adams y John Hancock 
en Lexington, así como 
para destruir el almacén 
de armas y municiones 
de los estadounidenses en 
Concord.

PRESSLEY, 
WARREN 
APPLAUD CDC’S 
DECLARATION     
OF RACISM

Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley and Sen. Eliz-
abeth Warren released a 
statement last week ap-
plauding the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s (CDC) commit-
ment to address centuries 
of structural racism and 
discrimination in the U.S. 
public health system.

In February, the law-
makers reintroduced 
the Anti-Racism in Public 
Health Act, a bicameral 
bill to declare structural 
racism a public health cri-
sis and confront its public 
health impacts by creating 
a National Center for An-
ti-Racism and a Law En-
forcement Violence Pre-
vention Program within 
the CDC.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic, which has led to 
over 500,000 deaths and 
tens of millions infected, 
has made it impossible to 
ignore the legacy of struc-
tural racism and how it 
has created deep dispar-
ities in health outcomes 
for Black, Brown, AAPI, 
and Indigenous commu-
nities. Black and Brown 
people are nearly three 
times more likely than 
white people to contract 
COVID-19 and one to two 
times more likely to die 
from the disease.

“As the sponsors of the 
Anti-Racism in Public 
Health Act, we welcome 
the actions by the CDC 
to acknowledge racism 
as a serious public health 
threat and to invest in 
health equity measures to 
combat these challenges. 
In addition to the threat of 
COVID-19, people of col-
or are also disproportion-
ately affected by chronic 
health conditions such as 
diabetes, asthma, hepati-
tis, and hypertension; in-
fant mortality; maternal 
mortality and morbidity; 
and police brutality—not 
to mention the lasting im-
pacts racism has on men-
tal health for Black and 
Brown communities.

“We will continue push-
ing in Congress to pass 
this important legislation, 
and look forward to work-
ing with the CDC to tackle 
these challenges and en-
sure health equity across 
this nation. This is a great 
step in the right direction, 
but we must now fight 
to confront these forces 
head on so that Black and 
Brown communities no 
longer disproportionate-
ly suffer from systemic 
racism and inequality in 
our health system and be-
yond.”

Do Some 
& LET US HELP!
Spring has sprung! It’s time to shrug off the winter blues and breathe some 

life back into your home, yard or office! Now for a limited time, get 
a 2-inch block ad* IN COLOR for 4 weeks for only $120/per paper

Call 781-485-0588 or email deb@reverejournal.com

YOUR 
AD 

HERE

*AD SIZE: 2.19” WIDE-BY-2” TALL *AD SIZE: 2.19” WIDE-BY-2” TALL *AD SIZE: 2.19” WIDE-BY-2” TALL

*AD SIZE: 2.19” WIDE-BY-2” TALL *AD SIZE: 2.19” WIDE-BY-2” TALL *AD SIZE: 2.19” WIDE-BY-2” TALL

HOUSE 
& OFFICE
CLEANING

GARDENING

YOUR 
AD 

HERE

MASONRY

GUTTER &
YARD CLEAN UP

Sammys Carlos 
Deli and Catering 
had a line out the 
door this past 
Saturday, begin-
ning at 8 a.m. for 
there delicious 
Zeppoles, served 
hot with several 
toppings to choose from. Shown above are owner Stephen 
Scire and his daughter, Jessica Presutti. Stephen said, “This 
will be an ongoing thing, our customers love them and we 
will continue to serve them on Saturday mornings while 
supplies last.”

Wednesday, March 31, 2021

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

Call for an 
"Absolutely FREE
Market Analysis"
617-461 4238

www.unitedbrokersworld.com

THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR 

HOUSE???

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

932broadway.com

TIME TO MAKE THE ZEPPOLE

Secretary of Health and Human Services Marylou Sudders, Audrey Clairmont, Director of 
Addiction Services NSMHA, Jackie Moore, CEO NSMHA, Katie O’Leary, Director of Recov-
ery Support Services NSMHA, and Judi Lemoine COO NSMHA

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 

eastietimes.com See Easter Hunnies 
on Page 6

Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

We are open!We are open!
28th  Year 

in Business!

We We welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean 
environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!

Hands on care with precautions

By John Lynds

A new resource cen-
ter for people in recovery 
from drugs opened its 
doors in Orient Heights 
Square earlier this month. 

Run by North Suffolk 
Mental Health Association 
(NSMH) Recovery on the 
Harbor at 983 Benning-
ton St. will offer those in 
recovery access to a wide 
array of resources and pro-
grams to help on their road 
to recovery. 

On Friday NSMH staff 
was joined by Eastie’s 
elected officials, members 
of the recovery communi-
ty and Mass Secretary of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Marylou Sudders to 
cut the ribbon on Recov-
ery on the Harbor. 

“It was a really good 
turnout,” said NSMH’s 
Katherine O’Leary. “Ev-
eryone that stopped by on 
Friday loved it. It’s a nice 
big wide open space, it has 
really high ceilings, the 
acoustics are great, there’s 
various different rooms 
and there’s a garage door 
in the middle of the space 

so we can shut it and have 
completely different spac-
es and can have meetings 
on both sides if neces-
sary.”

The only requirement 
for somebody to use this 
center is 24 hours of re-
covery and they have to 
be 18 years old or over. 
O’Leary said It will be a 
member driven program 
based on a peer to peer 
participatory process. So 
the members will decide 
to include things like par-
enting classes; AA and 
NA meetings; Smart Re-
covery meetings; Refuge 
Recovery meetings and 
multiple other pathways to 
recovery programs. There 
is some discussion to in-
clude vocational training 
or a parent support group. 

It’s really just meant to 
empower and enhance the 
community and strengthen 
the recovery community 
overall.

“Some of the sober 
homes in the area--East 
Boston Rehab the Recov-
ery Home have already 
sent some people down to 
use the computers,” said 
O’Leary. “Meridian Hous-
es have utilized the space 
and now we’re starting to 
get more interest from the 
sober houses. I reached 
out to all of the AA and 
NA meetings that were 
kind of displaced because 
of COVID and all of those 
meetings will start to be 
rejuvenated in that space. 
So all of the mutual aid 
groups that kind of went 
away will now have a new 
home. The former direc-
tor of Meridian house is 
going to do the NA group 
that was at the Social 
Center on Friday nights 
and the women’s meeting 
will come back and do a 
Codependency Anony-
mous meeting on Thurs-

Recovery on the Harbor 
cuts ribbon, opens doors

“Everyone that 
stopped by on Fri-
day loved it. It’s a 
nice big wide open 
space.”

~ NSMH’s 
Katherine O’Leary

By John Lynds

Last week Get Kon-
nected!, a local business 
networking organization, 
released its first ever list of 
Boston’s Most Impactful 
Black Women, and Dis-
trict 1 City Councilor Lyd-
ia Edwards was on the list. 

Get Konnected! CEO 
Colette Phillips said the 
honors included two sub-
groups, the 25 Most Im-
pactful Black Women in 
Health Care and Sciences, 
as well as the 25 Most Im-
pactful Black Women Pio-
neers. 

Edwards joined a dis-
tinguished list of female 
Black leaders that includ-
ed City Councilor Andrea 
Campbell, WBUR’s Paris 
Alston, and Boston Public 

Schools Superintendent 
Brenda Cassellius.

“Black women rule 
right now,” said Phil-
lips. “These women have 
forged trails as powerful 
and impactful as early 
Boston activists from abo-
litionist Elizabeth Riley to 
civil-rights leader and icon 
Melnea Cass.” It’s part of 
the mission at Get Kon-
nected! to showcase the 
contributions of people of 
color in the state, and the 
list is a logical next step 
to promote those achieve-
ments. To see the full list, 
take a look at the video 
below.

Edwards, who was 
elected as District 1’s first 
African American wom-

Councilor Lydia Edwards 
named one of Most Impactful 
Black Women in Boston

See RECOVERY Page 12

Eastie parents 
to join State 
House rally 
Saturday

By John Lynds

At 3 p.m. on Saturday 
outside the State House, 
East Boston resident Abdi 
Mohamed Warsame Dirie 
will joining fellow Eastie 
parents and a coalition of 
BIPOC (Black, Indige-
nous and people of color) 
parents to denounce what 
they argue is the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Education’s exclusion of 
parent and family voices 
from full school opening 
policy-making. 

The group of parents ar-
gue specifically that Com-
missioner Jeff Riley has 
overstepped his authority 
with, “a rashly-decided, 
poorly-planned mandate 
to fully open schools five 
days a week for in-person 
learning” without proper 
safety measures in place. 
They added that Riley 
has not seriously consid-
ered the health impact and 
disparities for students, 
teachers, or building staff 
or BIPOC and immigrant 
families hit hard by the 
pandemic. 

Dirie said the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
disproportionately impact-
ed Black and Brown com-
munities in Eastie and oth-
er Boston neighborhoods 
and Riley’s decision was 
made without the voices 
of these communities. 

“Our governor and 
education commission-
er decided to fully open 
schools five days a week 
for in-person learning on 
April 5 without proper 
safety measures in place,” 
said Dirie, who has a 5th 
grader in school in East-
ie. “The state hasn’t made 
an investment to improve 
HVAC systems in all 
school facilities and free/
clear cleaning at every 
school to prevent the ex-
acerbation of certain med-
ical conditions, including 
asthma and eczema, af-

See RALLY Page 8

See EDWARDS Page 2
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Secretary of Health and Human Services Marylou Sudders, Audrey Clairmont, Director of 
Addiction Services NSMHA, Jackie Moore, CEO NSMHA, Katie O’Leary, Director of Recov-
ery Support Services NSMHA, and Judi Lemoine COO NSMHA

By John Lynds

A new resource cen-
ter for people in recovery 
opened its doors in Orient 
Heights Square earlier this 
month that hopes to tar-
get the recovery commu-
nity in Eastie, Winthrop, 
Revere, Charlestown and 

Chelsea. 
Run by North Suffolk 

Mental Health Associ-
ation (NSMH) Recov-
ery on the Harbor at 983 
Bennington St. will offer 
those in recovery access to 
a wide array of resources 
and programs to help on 
their road to recovery. 

On Friday NSMH staff 
was joined by Eastie’s 
elected officials, members 
of the recovery communi-
ty and Mass Secretary of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Marylou Sudders to 
cut the ribbon on Recov-

By Seth Daniel

Even when the City 
was in total crisis mode a 
year ago within the orig-
inal and deadly surge of 
COVID-19, the economic 
impacts on City coffers 
was already in the back 
of minds of many local 
leaders.

In a year’s time, rev-
enues from airport and 
hospitality industries have 
plummeted, and the job-
lessness from it all has 
gobbled up millions in 
emergency relief – much 
of it paid for by the City. 
Now, the City has been 
assured of several million 
dollars in aid from the 
American Rescue Plan, 
and more importantly, 
from an allocation from 
Gov. Charlie Baker – to-
taling perhaps as much as 
$40 million in the first di-
rect federal aid funds for 
municipalities.

The total amounts from 
both sources likely won’t 
trickle down from the fed-
eral government for an-
other month, but already 
local leaders are prioritiz-
ing what needs to be done.

City Manager Tom 
Ambrosino said they still 
have COVID-19 relief to 
tend to, but a high priority 
will be replacing millions 
in lost revenues – particu-
larly due to the slowdown 

at Logan Airport.
“With respect to spend-

ing, our first order of 
business is for the City to 
restore its lost revenues 
from COVID, which may 
amount to $15 million 
or more by the time the 
pandemic ends,” he said. 
“Any additional funds 
will be utilized by the 
City to address COVID 
impacts, including hous-
ing instability, food inse-
curity and small business 
losses. These have been 
the priority areas for the 
City since the pandemic 
began, and we will con-
tinue to prioritize these 
areas with any new mon-
ies from ARPA.”

Councilor Leo Rob-
inson said he would like 
to see more youth op-
portunities, but first and 
foremost he said the City 
should take it very slowly 
when deciding where to 
put the funds.

“My biggest priority is 
not to run out and spend 
the money,” he said. 
“Let’s sit down and talk 
about the best uses for 
this money. Once every-
one sees we got all these 
federal dollars, they’ll be 
trying to grab it. I have 
already had conversations 
about being careful. We 
need clear priorities. Will 

By Seth Daniel

After weeks of negoti-
ating with local leaders in 
Chelsea and Everett after 
being shorted by the feder-
al American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) and the federal del-
egation, Gov. Charlie Bak-
er announced his Admin-
istration would dedicate 
a total of $100 million of 
additional federal funding 
to those two communities 
– and two others that were 
shorted.

The additional funding 
announcement brought 
Everett and Chelsea fur-
ther up from the low levels 
of funding they did have 
under the Plan, but still far 
behind more affluent com-
munities like Newton and 
Brookline and others.

“When this issue was 
first brought to our atten-
tion and when you look 
at the numbers general-
ly, when you have what I 
would describe as relative-
ly better-off financially 
communities getting $70, 
$80, and $90 million, and 

you have places like Chel-
sea and Everett…, which 
have been hit pretty hard 
by the pandemic and don’t 
have the kinds of resourc-
es many of these other 
communities have, getting 
$6, $7 and $8 million – it 
was pretty clear there was 
a problem there,” said 
Gov. Baker. “We began 
serious conversations with 
the local leaders in those 
communities to figure out 
how we might frame this 
to figure out how to solve 
it. Once we reached what I 
would describe as a gener-
al agreement to the prob-
lems they were trying to 
deal with as part of their 
own initiative, we then 
talked to the folks in the 
legislative leadership here 
to incorporate that into the 
planning we do here on 
how we do allocate federal 
resources that are part of 
the ARP.”

The details were still 
very fuzzy when an-
nounced on Thursday, 

Recovery on the Harbor cuts ribbon 

See RECOVERY Page 16

By Seth Daniel

The Chelsea Public 
Schools (CPS) vaccina-
tion clinic has become 
the hot place to be for 
educators from across 
the region, as the district 
seeks to vaccinate its staff 

and others in preparation 
for re-starting school this 
month.

Supt. Almi Abeyta and 
a huge collaboration be-
tween many folks came 
together for the third and 
largest vaccine clinic 
for educators on Friday, 

March 26, at the Burke 
Complex. Offering the 
one-shot Johnson and 
Johnson vaccine, the dis-
trict opened up the clinic 
to the Five District Part-
nership (Chelsea, Revere, 

Teachers from region flock to 
Chelsea educator vaccine clinic

Above, CPS Buildings 
and Grounds Director 
Joe Cooney receives his 
vaccine from CHS Nurse 
Kim Sammons.

Right, New CPS Health 
Tech Cindy Brown and 
Supt. Almi Abeyta help 
to check people out from 
the clinic.

Baker sends 
millions for 
Chelsea aid

People of 
Chelsea 
project 
expands 
banners
for CHS

By Seth Daniel

There will be a day 
when folks in the future 
look back at the work of 
Chelsea photographer 
Darlene DeVita and her 
‘People of Chelsea’ proj-
ect – particularly during 
the last year of the pan-
demic – and marvel at it.

But why wait for the 
future when her work is 
ready and available now?

DeVita has had banners 
on the fence of the Chelsea 
Public Library for many 
months, but now she has 
created new banners and 
expanded the project to 
Chelsea High School on 
Everett Avenue.

“The banners are there 
and they are to celebrate,” 
she said. “I just finished 
putting up new and larger 
banners at Chelsea High 
School along Everett Av-
enue. It’s still pandemic 
work, but these are new 
portraits. There are quite 
a few new ones and some 
old ones too. There’s new 
Black Lives Matter im-
ages from last summer 
and the holidays at La 
Colaborativa and giving 
out food. There’s joyful 
ones and people dancing. 
Who knew it would turn 
into this? Even without 
the pandemic, I’ve always 
been amazed by this com-
munity.”

DeVita said it was one 
year ago this week after 
the pandemic set in that 
she ventured out with her 
camera to see what she 
could find. She had already 
been doing her ‘People of 
Chelsea’ project for some 
time, and wasn’t sure what 
to do when COVID hit. 
The answer came quickly 
when she found people 
and organizations, fami-
lies and neighbors, coping 
with the tragedy as – well 
– People of Chelsea.

That early work turned 

Lost revenues, youth opportunities 
and infrastructure top the 
list of priorities for federal money

See MONEY Page 2

See TEACHERS Page 3

See LIST Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Attorney Jeffrey Ro-
sario Turco of Winthrop 
carried the communities 
of Revere and Winthrop in 
impressive fashion to win 
the special election for the 
19th Suffolk District seat in 
the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives.

Turco received 1,861 
votes in the district to fin-
ish first in the field of three 
candidates. Independent 
candidate Richard Fucillo 
Jr. was second with 473 
votes while Republican 

candidate Paul Caruccio 
was third with 466 votes.

Turco succeeds former 
state representative Rob-
ert A. DeLeo of Winthrop, 
who served for 30 years in 
the position and became 
the longest-serving House 
Speaker in the history of 
the Commonwealth with 
12 years (2009-20) at the 
helm of the 160-member 
governmental body.

Turco has strong ties to 
both Revere, the commu-
nity in which he grew up, 

By Cary Shuman

Come June 1, people 
who take the Wonderland 
bus to Haymarket or Mav-
erick Square will have 
minutes sliced off their 
travel time.

Because that’s the day 
the city’s long-awaited 
and much-anticipated “bus 
lane” pilot program on 
Broadway (southbound) 
will begin, according to 
city transportation planner 
Julie DeMauro.

DeMauro gave the Re-
vere Traffic Commission 
headed by Paul Argenzio 
an update on the program 
at its March 25 meet-
ing. She further elabo-
rated on the program in a 
post-meeting interview.

The bus lane will go 
southbound from the in-
tersection of Revere Street 
and Broadway and pro-

ceed all the way through 
the Revere downtown 
business district and on to 
the Revere-Chelsea line 
across from the Cronin 
Rink parking lot adjacent 
to Chelsea Creek. The bus 
lane will be clearly paint-
ed on the street. The hours 
of operation will be from 4 
a.m. to 9 a.m.

“The 116 and 117 bus-
es, the 411 bus, and the 
119 bus (which takes a left 
at Central Avenue onto 
Broadway) will use the 
lane,” said DeMauro.

Motorists will not be 
able to park in any spac-
es along the bus route 
on Broadway. Delivery 
trucks would still be able 
to park along the route and 
make deliveries during 
those hours.

The bus pilot program 
was originally scheduled 
to start in October, 2020 

and run on a three-month 
trial basis through Decem-
ber 31, 2020. But due to 
weather concerns and a 
delay in signing the agree-
ment with the MBTA, the 
program was pushed back 
to June 1, 2021 and ex-
tended to a six-month trial 
period through Dec. 31, 
2021.

“It will definitely speed 
up a person’s trip on the 
bus,” said DeMauro. 
“School buses will also 
be allowed to use the lane. 
Also our first responders, 
the Fire Department and 
ambulances, will also be 
allowed to use the lane if 
necessary.”

In addition to the re-
stricted bus lane, there will 
be a traffic signalization 
upgrade on Broadway, 
meaning the city would be 

Special to the Journal

Redgate announced that 
restaurateur Michael Aldi 
will debut ‘TYDE’ this 
summer at the Ryder proj-
ect – bringing a high-end 
contemporary American 
dining experience to the 
breathtaking site over-
looking Revere Beach.

Executive Chef Greg 
Reeves’ menu will fo-
cus on locally sourced, 
high-quality cuts of dry 
aged beef and fresh-
caught seafood, as well 
as local produce and oth-
er premium ingredients. 
In addition to 120 seats 
on the interior of TYDE, 
the restaurant will feature 
an over 100-seat outdoor 

dining concept that pro-
vides a relaxed, tropical 
vacation-like escape just 
steps from the front doors 
of Ryder residents. Ryder 
is located at 21 Revere 
Beach Boulevard.

 “Revere Beach corridor 
is an exceptional location 
that rivals any other beach-
front property in Massa-
chusetts,” said Aldi, who 
is also the creator of Dryft 
and Fine Line at Redgate’s 
500 Ocean Avenue. “We 
are taking advantage of 
the beachfront scene to 
create a vibrant new at-
mosphere with the goal of 
revitalizing the sidewalk, 
and bringing back the cul-

BOARD OF HEALTH 
SURPASSES 
5,000 DOSES 
ADMINISTERED

Mayor Brian Arrigo 
and the Revere Board of 
Health provided an update 
on COVID-19 vaccina-
tion efforts in the city. As 
of Thursday, March 25, 
2021, more than 8,700 
Revere residents had been 
fully vaccinated, and an 
additional 6,000+ had re-
ceived the first of a two-
dose vaccine. The City is 
averaging 20.9 new cas-
es of COVID-19 per day 
and our positivity rate is 
3.75%. Positive cases had 
continued to slowly de-
cline over the course of the 
month of March, but have 
begun to rise over the past 
week.

To-date the Revere 
Board of Health has ad-
ministered more than 
5,000 doses of COVID-19 
vaccine to Revere res-
idents and workers, in-
cluding at more than two 
dozen clinics offered at 
Rumney Marsh Academy, 
on-site at senior hous-
ing facilities and house 
calls to homebound resi-
dents. The Revere Board 
of Health will continue 
to serve as a vaccination 
provider as supply allows, 
including at an upcoming 
mobile clinic for essential 
workers.

Vaccination options 
for Revere residents have 
been further bolstered 
with last week’s opening 
of a vaccination site at the 
Oceanside/Wonderland 
Ballroom, in partnership 
with East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC). Vaccination at 
the site is by appointment 
only and available to eligi-
ble residents. EBNHC re-
ceives a limited supply of 
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EASY RIDE
Broadway bus lane pilot program starts on June 1
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for 19th Suffolk District Seat

LOCAL FLAVOR
Michael Aldi and Chef Greg 

Reeves to debut ‘TYDE’ at Ryder
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Staff erport

Mayor Brian Arrigo an-
nounced $300,000 in grant 
funding will be awarded 

to 15 independently-run 
Revere restaurants to 
support their recovery 
through the spring and 
summer months. Follow-

ing responses from dozens 
of qualified applicants, 
the City increased total 
available funding through 
the pilot program from 
$250,000 to $300,000, 
with businesses receiving 
monthly funding install-
ments, technical assis-
tance and operational safe-
ty support.

Mayor Arrigo visited 
several of the selected 
restaurants yesterday af-
ternoon to congratulate 
owners on their grant 
award and discuss the 
continued challenges they 

See RESTAURANTS Page 9

Arrigo announces $300,000 in COVID-19 
Recovery Grant funding for 15 restaurants

Mayor Brian Arrigo and Tech Leng present a grant to Thmor 
Da on Shirley Avenue.

State Representative-Elect Jeffrey Rosario Turco arrives, 
with thumbs up, celebrating his victory as he enters Casa 
Lucia.

State Representative-Elect Jeffrey Rosario Turco with his family at his victory celebration at 
Casa Lucia.

The following is a sum-
mary of the work complet-
ed this week and the work 
P. Gioioso & Sons, Inc. 
(contractor) has scheduled 
for the next two weeks. 
Please note, the anticipat-
ed schedule may vary due 
to unforeseen site condi-
tions, weather conditions, 
or other factors out of the 
contractor’s control.

Construction
Updates and Schedule:
Two-week Anticipated 
Schedule ( to 4/9/21)
March 30, 2021:
• Construction vehicles 

will not be entering or 
exiting the Larsen Rink. 
Parking at the public 
parking lot next to Citi-
zens Bank will be closed 
to the public on March 

30, 2021 (Election Day). 
Construction vehicles will 
resume entering and ex-
iting the Larsen Rink on 
March 31, 2021. Access 
to public parking in a por-
tion of the public parking 
lot at Citizens Bank will 
reopen on April 1, 2021. 
To April 2, 2021:

HOLY WEEK AT 
FIRST CHURCH 
OF WINTHROP, 
UNITED 
METHODIST

The Holy Week Sched-
ule for First Church of 
Winthrop, United Meth-
odist is as follows: 

Maundy Thursday – 
April 1, 6pm

-Service of Holy Com-
munion at First Church

Good Friday – April 2, 
1-3pm

-First Church Sanctuary 
will be open for prayer (re-
serve a time by contacting 
the church office)

-Stations of the Cross 
booklets available for use 
at home or at the church.

Ecumenical Easter 
Sunrise Service – Win-
throp Beach, April 4, 
6:10am

-All are welcome to this 
25-minute outdoor service 
with joint leadership from 
Winthrop’s churches

-Meet at the north end 
of Winthrop Beach at 
Crest Ave., near the green 
rails

-The breakfast at First 
Church following the Sun-
rise Service is cancelled 
this year.

Easter Sunday at First 
Church – April 4, 11:00am

-Service of Holy Com-
munion

-Easter fellowship hour 
in the rear parking lot fol-
lowing the service.

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;  cottagehillrealestate.com

Wishing you peace and happiness during 
Easter & Passover
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63 SUMMIT AVE 
WINTHROP

Stunning historic Single family with 

two levels of living space.  Well 

maintained with 4 Bedrooms and 

4.5 bathrooms.    $949,000

21 RUSHMORE ST 
#3 BRIGHTON

NEW TO MARKET! Amazing 
brand new townhouse with 3 levels 
of living space. Gorgeous kitchen 
with SS appliances, 2 car garage, 
4 bedroom, 3 bathrooms and a 

fireplace too!  $1,150,000

35 GRAFTON AVE 
MILTON

Completely remodeled home.  
Beautiful kitchen with SS Appli-

ances, hardwood floors throughout, 
fireplaced Livingroom 3 bedrooms 
& 1.5 bathrooms. Spacious patio 
get ready to move right into your 

new home!     $799,900

50 HICHBORN ST 
REVERE

Amazing renovated 2-family home 
in commuter friendly Revere

Location. Gorgeous kitchen with 
granite countertops, 5 bedrooms

3 bathrooms and 4 parking spaces 
too!      $774,900

105 ELLIOT RD

REVERE
NEW TO MARKET! Single family 

home featuring 5 rooms, 2 bed-

rooms & 1.5 bathrooms. Minutes to 

Beachmont station & Suffolk down 

shopping center   $369,900

72 EUTAW STREET 
EAST BOSTON

Large 3 family home in Historic 
Eagle Hill in East Boston. Great 

Rental income property, high ceil-
ings hardwood floor, close to blue 

line T station, 9 bedrooms & 
4 full bathrooms.   

$949,900
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AGREEMENT

UNDER
AGREEMENT

UNDER
AGREEMENT
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Town reports 39 additional COVID-19 cases

TURCO 
WINS

Elected State Representative
for the 19th Suffolk District

Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

We are open!We are open!
28th  Year 

in Business!

We We welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean 
environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!

Hands on care with precautions

At the Spring fair at St. John’s the Episcopal Church are 
from  from left to right, are David Pfeiffer, Fr. Walter Con-
nelly, Danny Dalo, Carol Belcher, Chris Foglia, and Ruth 
Koch-Ashton.

ST. JOHN’S THE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH SPRING FAIR

CONSTRUCTION LOOK AHEAD
The Center Business District Construction Project

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
has notified Town officials 
of 39 additional confirmed 
positive cases of the vi-
rus in Winthrop since our 
last reporting on March 
25. These latest numbers 
bring the total number of 
cases up to 2,118, with 35 

deceased (no change), 46 
in isolation (+14 from last 
week) and 2,037 recov-
ered (+25 from last week).

The Winthrop Public 
Health is offering assis-
tance to those who may 
have difficulty registering 
for the Covid vaccine.  
Anyone in need can call 

the EOC number at 617-
539-5837 or email eoc@
town.winthrop.ma.us.

The Town encourages 
everyone to stay informed 
by visiting the official 
Winthrop COVID-19 re-
source page at www.Win-
thropCOVID19.com

By Cary Shuman

Attorney Jeffrey Ro-
sario Turco of Winthrop 
carried the communities 
of Revere and Winthrop in 
impressive fashion to win 
the special election for the 
19th Suffolk District seat in 
the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives.

Turco received 1,861 
votes in the district to fin-
ish first in the field of three 

candidates. Independent 
candidate Richard Fucillo 
Jr. was second with 473 
votes while Republican 
candidate Paul Caruccio 
was third with 466 votes.

Turco received 1,385 
votes in Winthrop while 
Caruccio (88) and Fucillo 
(68) were second and third 
respectively.

See ELECTION Page 3State Representaive-Elect Jeffrey 
Rosario Turco shown with his 
family at Casa Lucia in Revere 
during a victory celebration 
following the polls' close. 
Shown right, State Rep.-Elect 
Turco arrives with thumbs up to 
Casa Lucia.

By Seth Daniel

Supt. Priya Tahiliani 
and her finance team an-
nounced a School Bud-
get on Monday night to 
the School Committee 
that was unlike any that 
Everett Public Schools 
(EPS) has seen – one that 
looked toward long-term 
investments in a pro-
posed three-year plan.

This year’s School 
Budget plan has a lot 
of elements at play - in-
cluding federal CARES 
Act funding for schools, 
the first year of Student 
Opportunity Act (SOA) 
funding, and now a cal-
culated long-term plan 
to return more money 
to students and school 
building leaders.

The overall School 
Budget ask is $129.395 
million – but the ask is 
coming in a way never 
seen before in the School 
Department. Supt. Tahil-
iani said the Budget is a 
break from the past ways 
of formulating it, plan-
ning it and presenting 
it. In creating the Bud-
get, all of the principals, 
school leaders, directors 

and teachers have been 
part of the crafting of 
it – so there are no pre-
sentations or “asks” from 
each school. Instead, that 
has all been rolled into 
the Budget presentation, 
which is more of a blue-
print for overall strategy 
than a line-by-line nego-
tiation for spending on 
things such as paper tow-
els or lab equipment.

“It really is meant to 
reflect the scope of in-
vestment in our students 
and schools,” said Tahil-
iani.

At Monday night’s 
special School Commit-
tee meeting, Supt. Ta-
hiliani and School CFO 
Anu Jayanth introduced 

By Seth Daniel

Deep into Everett’s in-
dustrial landscape off of 
Market Street lies a typ-
ical, expansive asphalt 
parking lot, and now, a 
river runs through it.

It’s not often that a riv-
er is unearthed from what 
has been generations of 
industrial wasteland, but 
that’s exactly what has 
happened this month as 
about 500 feet of the pre-
viously underground Is-
land End River has been 
“daylighted” – freeing 
itself from a failing un-
derground culvert and 
creating a brand new, 
environmentally friendly 
stream that will drasti-
cally improve flooding 
problems in the southern 
half of the city.

The project has been 
in the making for years 
upon years, but was re-
cently unlocked in a pub-
lic-private partnership 
between the City, state, 
federal government and 
The Davis Companies 
– a private developer 
that purchased the Bos-

ton Market Terminal in 
2019 and committed to 
taking on a very expen-
sive replacement of the 
underground portion of 
the culvert. That under-
ground phase will come 
later, and in cooperation 
with Chelsea, but the 
current daylighting proj-
ect is nearly finished and 
has quickly transformed 
an area that seemed unre-
deemable.

“We have removed the 
old failing culvert and 
unearthed the Island End 
River with an open swale 

that is reinforced to help 
reduce flooding frequen-
cy upstream and to re-
store the site for an eco-
logical improvement of 
the environment and pro-
vide a corridor for spe-
cies to come up the riv-
er,” said Zach Chornyak, 
an engineer with Tighe 
and Bond, who has long 
consulted with the City 
on proposed improve-
ments to the stream. 
“The daylighting is real-
ly the first major piece of 

By Seth Daniel

After weeks of nego-
tiating with local leaders 
in Chelsea and Everett 
after being shorted by the 
federal American Res-
cue Plan (ARP) and the 
federal delegation, Gov. 
Charlie Baker announced 
his Administration would 
dedicate a total of $100 
million of additional fed-
eral funding to those two 
communities – and two 
others that were shorted.

The additional funding 
announcement brought 
Everett and Chelsea fur-
ther up from the low lev-
els of funding they did 
have under the Plan, but 
still far behind more af-
fluent communities like 
Newton and Brookline 
and others.

“When this issue was 
first brought to our atten-
tion and when you look 
at the numbers general-
ly, when you have what 
I would describe as rela-
tively better-off financial-
ly communities getting 
$70, $80, and $90 million, 
and you have places like 
Chelsea and Everett…, 
which have been hit pret-
ty hard by the pandemic 
and don’t have the kinds 
of resources many of 
these other communities 
have, getting $6, $7 and 
$8 million – it was pretty 
clear there was a problem 
there,” said Gov. Baker. 
“We began serious con-
versations with the local 
leaders in those communi-
ties to figure out how we 
might frame this to figure 
out how to solve it. Once 
we reached what I would 
describe as a general 
agreement to the prob-
lems they were trying to 
deal with as part of their 
own initiative, we then 
talked to the folks in the 

legislative leadership here 
to incorporate that into the 
planning we do here on 
how we do allocate feder-
al resources that are part 
of the ARP.”

The details were still 
very fuzzy when an-
nounced on Thursday, 
March 25, at a regu-
lar COVID-19 update 
press conference, but 
those close to the situa-
tion seemed to indicate 
that Chelsea and Everett 
might be in line for about 
$28 million each in ad-
ditional funding, while 
Methuen and Randolph 
would receive slightly 
less amounts.

For Everett, that would 
bring up their total fund-
ing (including county re-
sources) to approximately 
$41.59 million. For Chel-
sea, that would bring their 
approximate Rescue Plan 
funding up to $39.61 mil-
lion. That still trails more 
affluent communities 
who weren’t hard hit with 
COVID-19 by a long shot. 
Under the original Plan – 
assuming no more federal 
dollars were awarded to 
them – Newton is fund-
ed at $65.29 million and 
Somerville at $79.06 mil-
lion. However it would 
bring them on par with 
communities like Revere, 
which got $30.54 million.

“As a result of the 
way the bill was de-
signed, Chelsea, Everett, 
Methuen and Randolph 
are due to receive signifi-
cantly smaller levels of 
funding compared to oth-
er significantly hard-hit 
communities,” continued 
the governor. “We believe 
it’s critically important 
these communities get 
the resources they need to 
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The past week featured warmer weather and beautiful, much later sunsets. Here, the 
industrial area of Everett’s Lower Broadway is silhouetted against the orange-setting sun 
last Friday evening, March 26. The sun will not set before 7 p.m. from now until some point 
in September, according to the Farmer’s Almanac.

SUNSET OVER EVERETTSupt. Tahiliani, finance team announce 
forward-looking School Budget plan

Baker allocates 
extra money 
for Everett

See BUDGET Page 2

Outdoor 
dining 
applications 
will begin

By Seth Daniel

The Everett License 
Commission met on 
March 24 and approved 
a plan to start outdoor 
dining in a no-frills pro-
cess this spring, and also 
approved a package store 
license for a drug store in-
side Encore Boston Har-
bor.

Chair Phil Antonelli of-
fered up a vote to allow the 
Planning Department to 
take over outdoor dining 
applications at last week’s 
meeting, and called for 
businesses to begin apply-
ing for the permits.

Last year’s process 
eventually was moved to 
the Planning Department 
for an administrative pro-
cess that didn’t require 
License Commission re-
view, and now that pro-
cess will start anew. The 
outdoor dining option was 
a saving grace for many 
restaurants last summer 
and fall, and was popular 
with the public as well. 

“We have opened up 
our outdoor dining pro-
gram again,” said Anton-
elli. “Any licensee that 
serves alcohol and wants 
to have a fenced-in or 
roped off area in front of 
their restaurant needs to 
apply now. The Planning 
Department will be han-
dling that in conjunction 
with City Attorney Keith 
Slattery.”

Antonelli said the Plan-
ning Department and 
Slattery will review ap-
plications for safety and 
completeness and adher-
ence to regulations. Then, 
they will simply inform 
the Commission of the 
administrative approval. 
Any issues that arise af-
terward would potentially 

Island End River unearthed in a parking lot

See DINING Page 3

By Monday of this week, the stream had been opened up 
and was flowing freely through the area. The restored chan-
nel is 80 feet wide and about 15 feet deep.

See Easter Hunnies 
on Page 5

Mayor Carlo DeMaria hosted a French flag raising ceremony in collaboration with the 
French Consulate of Boston, the Haitian Consulate of Boston, the Everett Haitian Com-
munity Center, and other Francophonie constituents of the City of Everett to celebrate 
the Month of the Francophonie on Wednesday, March 24, at 11:30 a.m. Pictured are City 
Councilor Fred Capone, State Rep. Joe McGonagle, Haitian General Consul Hans Charles, 
French General Consul Arnaud Mentre, Rev. Myrlande DesRosiers, Mayor Carlo DeMaria, 
City Councilor Gerly Adrien, City Councilor John Hanlon, Adeleine Celestin of the Everett 
School Department. See page 14 for story and more photos.

CITY OF EVERETT RAISES THE FRENCH FLAG
By Cary Shuman

Lynn’s Ben Bowden is a Ma-
jor League Baseball player now. 
He’s made it to The Show.

Bowden will begin the 2021 
MLB season on the Colorado 
Rockies’ roster. The Rockies play 
the reigning World Series cham-
pion Los Angeles Dodgers in 
their opening series.

Ben’s parents, Larry Bowden 
and Stephanie Bowden, were 
hoping to be at Coors Field in 
Denver for their son’s debut with 
the Rockies, according to Derek 
Dana, who is Ben’s uncle.

“Obviously we couldn’t be any 
prouder – it was just an awesome 
day Tuesday,” said Dana, speak-
ing on behalf of the family. “Ben 
gives you a call. He’s so excited 
and you’re just so happy for him. 
He’s worked so hard. To finally 
get the chance and to do it on an 
Opening Day roster, making the 
team - we all were very excited 

to hear that. It’s just awesome.”
Bowden, a 6-foot-4-inch 

lefthander, had an outstanding 
spring pitching for the Rockies 
during their Cactus League exhi-
bition season in Arizona.

 Bowden began his local base-
ball journey in the East Lynn 
Little League where his father 
served as league president. He 
was named the Mass. Gatorade 
Player of the Year in his senior 
season at Lynn English High 
School where he was coached 
by Joe Caponigro. He was an 
All-Star player in the Lynn Babe 
Ruth organization.

The news of Bowden’s ele-
vation to the Major League was 
welcomed with joy and pride by 
his Babe Ruth coaches, includ-
ing current president Jeff Earp, 
past presidents Jim Beliveau and 
John Kasian, and coach Mike 
Mageary.

“What a great feeling it is for 
all of us,” said Earp. “It’s out-

standing. He’s just such 
a great kid. His father is 
such a class act. The fam-
ily is terrific. We’ll be 
watching the Rockies’ games on 
TV and we’re planning a trip to 
see Ben pitch in person, proba-

Thursday, April 1, 2021
Th e Ly n n Jo u r n a L
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4

Police News 16

Sports 11

Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
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Day Holiday, on Monday, 
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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By Cary Shuman

Amanda Mena, the incredibly 
talented vocalist from Lynn and 
St. Mary’s High School, saw her 
journey end on the American Idol 
television show Sunday night.

Celebrity judge and music leg-
end Lionel Richie delivered the 
news to Mena via a large-screen 
connection from his residence.

The decision caught Mena’s 
thousands of followers by sur-
prise. Mena was simply sensa-
tional during her audition in front 
of Richie and the other famous 
judges, Katy Perry and Luke 
Bryan.

Mena was hoping to gain a 
spot among the final 24 contes-
tants.

Mena’s accomplishment of 
advancing to Idol’s Hollywood 
Week and her excellent perfor-
mances in front of millions of 

Idol viewers on national televi-
sion will no doubt elevate her 
rising career in the recording in-
dustry.

Many consider Idol the gold 
standard of music/reality shows.  

Mena’s showcasing of her vocal 
talents on a big stage and her in-
teraction with giants in the indus-
try like Richie, Perry, and Bryan 
and Idol’s amazing host Ryan 
Seacrest had to be a thrilling ex-
perience for the 18-year-old sing-
er. 

Mena will be returning to the 
recording studio to work on her 
next album.

Jamie Marsh, general manag-
er of the Lynn Auditorium, told 
the Lynn Journal that he hopes to 
schedule Mena for a concert per-
formance later this year.

Colin Jamieson of Boxford 
(who has family connections in 
Lynn including softball great 
Martha Jamieson, Berklee Col-
lege of Music student Grace Kin-
stler, and Berklee graduate Bren-
nan Hepler (whose stage name is 
“Beane”) all advanced to Idol’s 
round of 24.

Mena’s journey ends on American Idol

Amanda Mena is pictured during 
her appearance on the American 
Idol television show.

CLIMB TO THE TOP

bly at Citi Field (the Mets’ home 
ballpark) in New York .”

Lynn English Director of 
Athletics Dick Newton extend-
ed his congratulatory wishes to 
Bowden.

“The entire Lynn English High 
School athletic program congrat-
ulates Ben Bowden on making it 
to the Major Leagues,” said Dick 
Newton, a former college base-
ball star at St. Leo’s University. 
“We are all very excited about 
the news and wish him continued 
success in his career.”

Dana, who played profession-
al baseball in the San Francisco 
Giants organization, recalled his 
message to his nephew when he 
first entered the Vanderbilt Uni-

versity baseball program.
“Ben used to tell me how 

good these kids were at Vander-
bilt when he first got there and 
I just said, ‘you’re one of those 
guys – you just have to believe 
in yourself,’’’ said Dana. “When 
he got to professional baseball, 
same thing. I said, ‘Ben, you’re 
a second-round draft pick, you’re 
one of those guys. Just believe 
in yourself and good things are 
going to happen.’ He always did 
believe in himself. He kept be-
lieving in himself and he’s there 
now.”

Ben Bowden earns a spot on 
Colorado Rockies’ Opening Day roster

Ben Bowden has earned a spot 
on the 2021 Colorado Rock-
ies’ Opening Day roster. Ben is 
pictured on some of the baseball 
cards during his earlier days in 
the Rockies’ organization. 
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STUDENTS GO 
BACK TO SCHOOL

CHELSEA - Little 
Rebecca Guerra Ulloa 
pressed her face to the 
school bus as it round-
ed the corner and pulled 
into the parking lot of the 
Mary C. Burke Complex 
last week just around 8:30 
a.m.

Anxious teachers – 
many of whom had not 
been back to their class-
rooms for more than a year 
since school shutdown 
for COVID-19 in 2020 – 
waited for their students 
coming off the bus. 

Ulloa had never actual-
ly been to a Chelsea school 
– having transferred in last 
year after COVID closed 
the schools. Though she 
had about a year of Chel-
sea schooling under her 
belt, she had never been in 
a Chelsea school.

She had never met her 
teacher, either, except on 
Zoom.

And so as the bus 
stopped, the first grader 
recognized her teacher and 
when the doors opened, 
she sprinted as fast as she 
could to give her teacher 
a fist bump and revel in 
the excitement of really 
meeting and really going 
to school.

Monday signified the 
first day that students in 
special education class-
es or sub-separate class-
rooms, who amounted to 
the first students to return 
to the schools since last 
year, came back to school. 

They will be going five 
days a week, with all the 
protocols and testing pro-
cedures in place.

Barring any major set-
backs, on April 12, in-per-
son learning will expand 
to Grades 1-4 at the ELC, 
Berkowitz, Hooks, Kelly 
and Sokolowski Schools – 
plus the grades 5-6 Camin-
os a the Kelly. It amount to 
the rollout of a re-opening 
plan that no one thought 
would ever happen this 
year, even as recently as 
late January.

Last week, the School 
Committee approved a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) signed 
by the Teacher’s Union 
and the Superintendent.

Supt. Almi Abeyta was 
at the Berkowitz School 
Monday morning, and 
welcomed back students 
and teachers coming in for 
their first day. 

“Welcome back to 
in-person teaching to 
many of our educators,” 
she wrote in a letter later 
in the day. “It has been 

just over a year since we 
have delivered instruction 
in-person to our students 
in the Chelsea Public 
Schools. It was so nice to 
see so many teachers and 
students face-to-face this 
morning. We saw many 
smiles underneath the 
masks, toe bumps, and 
beautiful teacher-student 
first moments in-person.”

GOVERNOR TOURS 
VACCINATION SITE

CHELSEA - Gov. Char-
lie Baker was the most 
recent elected official to 
tour the La Colaborativa/
East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center (EB-
NHC) vaccination site 
recently, where he held 
his COVID press briefing 
and announced a mobile 
vaccination program for 
Chelsea.

Gov. Baker toured the 
6th Street Food Pantry 
with Health Secretary Ma-
rylou Sudders and other 
elected officials before 
coming to the vaccination 
site on Broadway to see 
the operations and give 
the weekly press briefing.

There, he announced 
that due to the partnership 
with the federal FEMA 
program at the Hynes 
Convention Center mass 
vaccination site – an-
nounced last week – they 
would be able to stand up 
mobile units that would 
come to Chelsea, Revere, 
Boston, Fall River and 
New Bedford.

“Our collaboration 
with the feds gives us the 
chance to create a hub and 
spoke model which means 
a portion of the vaccine 
we get from that central 
hub can be distributed to 
mobile vaccination units 
in nearby communities 
and pop-up clinics with a 
focus on vaccine equity,” 
he said. “Starting next 
week we’ll be working 
with local communities to 
launch mobile vaccination 
clinics in Chelsea, Revere, 
Boston, Fall River and 
New Bedford…These cit-
ies were selected based on 
the CDC’s special mobili-
ty index and their proxim-
ity to the Hynes. The ef-
fort will ramp up but we’ll 
be able to do 500 vaccines 
per day in these communi-
ties.”

As part of that program, 
which began this week in 
Chelsea, the mobile units 
would pick up the vac-
cine at the Hynes and then 
come to Chelsea and set 
up in a park or parking lot 
for easy access.

That program is ex-
pected to last about eight 
weeks.

Sec. Sudders announced 
that Chelsea would get 
$150,000 as part of the 
BEST Value grant pro-
gram that is awarding 
$4.7 million statewide. 
That money will be used 
however Chelsea deems it 
necessary, though it must 
be used for programming 
that would further the vac-
cination efforts.

Meanwhile, she also 
announced that the 20 
COVID equity communi-
ties – including Chelsea 
– will see more than 200 
grass-roots organizers hit-
ting the streets to spread 
awareness and informa-
tion about vaccination.

“Starting next week 
more than 200 bi-lingual, 
locally-hired community 
organizers will hold 83 
outreach events in all 20 of 
out equity communities,” 
said Sudders. “There will 
be door-to-door outreach 
and business walks. It’s 
like a political campaign 
that’s vaccine canvass-
ing. We’ll also support 
phone banking efforts to 
help with vaccine registra-
tions.”

EBNHC CEO Manny 
Lopes indicated that the 
Chelsea vaccination site 
would now be able to open 
seven days a week, and 
some of the sites operated 
by EBNHC would also be 
open 12 hours a day – all 
furthering the mission of 
helping people on their 
vaccine journey.

“Today I’m happy to 
announce we will expand 
our efforts at this Chel-
sea location and at all our 
locations,” he said. “We 
will begin operating seven 
days a week and at some 
locations 12 hours a day. 
Although we’re acting as 
fast as we can, I’d like to 
take this opportunity to 
preach patience. Every-
one has their own vaccine 
journey. For some, it will 
take time and especial-
ly in communities like 
Chelsea where distrust is 
widespread. Vaccinations 
in Chelsea isn’t just about 
‘yes’ and ‘no,’ it’s about 
facts, feelings, frustra-
tion, family, finances and 
of course, about fair. Ad-
dressing these barriers is 
what we have in front of 
us.”

La Colaborativa Di-
rector Gladys Vega used 
the opportunity to call for 
young people in Chelsea 
and the Latino community 
to get vaccinated and pro-
tect loved ones.

“I ask those between the 

ages of 20 and 35 to please 
make a decision on vacci-
nating,” she said. “We’ve 
been doing door knocking 
and that’s been our biggest 
challenge – convincing in-
dividuals that are 35 and 
under. They don’t believe 
in the vaccination, but they 
believe in parties and hav-
ing gatherings. I urge you 
to make that choice and if 
you’re not able to make 
that choice, make it for 
the family member – the 
grandmother that wants to 
give you a hug. Do it for 
the sake of others. This is 
not a joke. You’ve seen 
the numbers. You’ve seen 
how many families have 
lost loved ones…Don’t be 
afraid of the vaccination; 
be afraid of COVID-19 
that has taken so many 
lives away from us.”

•CHELSEA GETTING 
SHORTED BY THE 
FEDS

Gov. Baker and others 
also touched on the news 
over the last three weeks 
with Chelsea getting much 
less than expected in the 
federal Rescue Plan last 
month – much less than 
more affluent communi-
ties, in fact.

He thanked Sen. Sal 
DiDomenico for his advo-
cacy on the matter, and re-
iterated they had directed 
$100 million to Chelsea 
and three other communi-
ties to try to make up for 
the shortfall that got past 
the federal delegation.

“Just this month we 
worked with local leaders 
to make sure Chelsea got 
the funds it deserved from 
the federal relief pack-
age,” said the governor. 
“As many know, the fed-
eral bill passed had restric-
tions that severely limited 
dollars that would have 
gone to some communi-
ties hardest hit by COVID, 
including Chelsea and Ev-
erett – both of which are 
in Sen. Sal DiDomenico’s 
district.

“So it probably 
shouldn’t come as a sur-
prise that the first person 
I heard from at the state 
level after having conver-
sations with folks at the 

federal level was Sen. Di-
Domenico,” he continued. 
“We very much appreciate 
the relationship and also 
the head’s up on that is-
sue.”

Vega said the gover-
nor visiting was a dream 
come true, and thanked 
him for his quick action 
on the federal shorting of 
the City.

“It’s a dream come 
true to have the gover-
nor here; it’s incredible 
we have his whole team 
here,” she said. “It’s also 
incredible he responded 
to the call for funding. 
For me I was extreme-
ly appalled we didn’t get 
much funding two weeks 
ago and when we called 
the governor’s office and 
organized – he responded 
to our call…People kept 
saying we wouldn’t hear 
from the governor’s office 
for about a month, but you 
responded in days…It’s an 
incredible day for Chel-
sea. It’s hopeful because 
we now have resources to 
work with.”

TAKING A STAND 
AGAINST HATE 
CRIMES

EVERETT - When 
long-time Everett High 
Principal Erik Naumann 
walked to the podium at 
Wehner Park with his el-
derly mother – the popular 
and light-hearted educator 
was nearly moved to tears 
and the hate crimes inflict-
ed on Asian Americans 
all over the country in the 
last month were clearly 
weighing on him.

He held his mother, 
Iko’s, hand tightly, and 
said for the first time in his 
like – he is worried about 
what might happen to her.

“I’m proud to say I’m 
from Everett and lived 
in Everett most of my 
life – 37 years as a stu-
dent, educator and ad-
ministrator in the Everett 
Public Schools,” he said. 
“I never thought I would 
have to worry about my 
mother walking down the 
street. This is my mother; 
her name is Iko and she’s 
from Okinawa. Am I con-

cerned? Yes, a lot. My 
mother is my hero. She’s 
a human, a person and a 
mom. Get to know your 
neighbors and the people 
around you…Even if it’s 
not easy, we need to stand 
for all marginalized popu-
lations and step up against 
hate.”

MANY FAVOR 
TRANSPORTATION 
PLANS

EVERETT - A new sur-
vey unveiled this week by 
the Reimagine Broadway 
effort shows that a ma-
jority of those surveyed – 
those that use the bus and 
those that don’t – approve 
of the idea of having a 
one-seat ride from Glen-
dale Square to downtown 
Boston.

In that survey, 442 peo-
ple in Everett were sur-
veyed online and on the 
street, and 277 used the 
bus primarily and 165 did 
not. However, 341 of them 
wanted to see the bus con-
tinue from Everett Square 
to downtown Boston in 
a dedicated lane. Anoth-
er 312 wanted to see the 
dedicated bus lane con-
tinue from Everett Square 
to Glendale Square. 
New dedicated bus lanes 
on Sweetser Circle and 
during the afternoon hours 
northbound on Broadway 
were key provisions in the 
Reimagine Broadway ini-
tiative launched early last 
fall.

The survey paves the 
way for the potential of a 
new extension of the Sil-
ver Line using dedicated 
bus lanes in Everett to 
take residents on a quick 
trip into jobs and ameni-
ties and unlocking the po-
tential for more housing 
development along the 
Broadway corridor.

“Getting people from 
Everett to downtown 
Boston on a one-seat ride 
would be a game-chang-
er,” said Julia Wallerce, 
a program manager for 
the Institute for Trans-
portation & Development 
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By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay
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Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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THANK YOU, EASTER BUNNY

The Easter Bunny presents Kevin Guarado with a nice Easter basket on Thursday, April 1, at 
La Colaborativa’s Easter Distribution. The Easter Bunny set up just ahead of the food lines 
and children were allowed to visit him and get one Easter basket – giving kids who have 
been through so much a reason to smile. The event was organized by Councilor Melinda 
Vega Maldonado and School Committee Chair Kelly Garcia, along with many volunteers, 
and mirrored a similar large event form Christmas. 
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Policy (ITDP). “There is 
a value for sacrifice and 
not having parking on the 
curb. The more you rec-
ognize what you get back 
for that, the more you are 
willing to make that sac-
rifice. Everett will most 
likely be included in that 
(Silver Line) corridor. Ev-
erett is a great partner and 
is willing to build out in-
frastructure. Everett is on 
track to continue to be a 
leader in access and mo-
bility…Everett is doing 
everything the right way.”

Reimagine Broadway 
is a partnership between 
a number of organizations 
like ITDP, Ad Hoc Indus-
tries, the City and the state 
– among others. It has 
become a precursor for 
the Silver Line Extension 
study that is underway 
right now, and that has a 
public meeting scheduled 
on April 27. For Ever-
ett, enhancing Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) facets has 
been a major priority for 
Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
since his Administration 
introduced the region’s 
first dedicated bus lane 
southbound on Broadway 
many years ago.

The Reimagine effort 
has included adding the 
northbound afternoon lane 
to Everett Square, adding 
a spur on Main Street off 
Sweetser Circle, and add-
ing the permanent lane 
on Sweetser Circle. Oth-
er measures have been 
branding pieces that in-
clude new color schemes 
for bus facilities and 
COVID-19 safety kits/
markings (called the ‘Dis-
tance of Care’).

There’s also a part of 
it that includes a little fun 
and enjoyment for riders – 
all courtesy of Adrien Gill 
of Ad Hoc Industries, who 
has been intimately in-
volved in the planning of 
Reimagine and previously 
coordinated BRT oddities 
such as the Flower Bomb 
on Everett Square bus 
stops two years ago.

“When you’re looking 
at transit, we’re also look-
ing at overall experience to 
maximize the engagement 
we have with people,” he 
said. “We want to make 
sure BRT is accessible not 
just in transit circles, but 
also for the broader com-
munity…A lot of times 
people focus on getting on 
and getting to where they 
want to go quickly. The 
place they experience the 
pain is during the wait. So 
we focus on the wait and 
acknowledge it is a pain 
point.”

Another pain point is 
crowded buses, a major 
issue during COVID-19. 
However, the survey 
showed that after Reimag-
ine Broadway, respon-
dants that use the bus re-
ported the buses were less 
crowded.

“They said that be-
fore they were hesitant to 
get on because the buses 
were too crowded,” said 
Wallerce. “They felt that 
after the bus lanes were 
in, the buses were less 
crowded. That’s probably 
because without the buses 
being stuck in traffic, they 
could run more buses up 
and down the corridor and 
reduce crowding.”

In the survey, some 42 
percent reported having 
refused to get on a bus in 
Everett because it was too 
crowded. However, they 
also said they felt the bus-
es were now less crowded 
with the new bus lanes. 
Some 231 out of those sur-
veyed agreed buses were 
less crowded, and only 26 
said a definant ‘no.’ Many 
(139) were not sure.

As for safer bus stops in 
COVID due to the ‘Dis-
tance of Care’ campaign 
and markings at the stops, 

178 said they felt safer and 
that it had produced less 
crowding and more direc-
tion for people waiting for 
the bus and those walking 
past the stop.

The overall survey of 
the Reimagine Broad-
way measures showed 
259 were satisfied, 66 
were somewhat satisfied, 
61 were neutral, 13 were 
somewhat dissatisfied, 24 
were dissatisfied and 19 
did not respond.

One part that gave 
mixed results was the 
Shared Street initiative.

Gill said part of the 
overall effort was to also 
make feeder routes for 
pedestrians getting to bus 
stops more safe. That in-
cluded slowing down 
vehicles and using tem-
porary measures like par-
klets to change driver be-
haviors.

“The Shared Streets ef-
fort was mixed and some 
of that might have been 
how it was rolled out,” 
said Wallerce.

While people surveyed 
agreed with the concept 
of slowing down traffic 
on major bus stop feeder 
roads, they didn’t like how 
it was simply plopped 
down one day last year 
without a lot of notice.

Of those surveyed, in 
cooperation with local 
community groups like 
the Everett Haitian Com-
munity Center, the majori-
ty of those asked respond-
ed in Haitian Creole (193), 
with the second largest 
language being English 
(180). There were 50 that 
responded in Spanish and 
19 in Portuguese. Some 
256 responses were col-
lected online, and 186 on 
the street.

The key takeaway for 
Wallerce and Gill was the 
fact that so many wanted 
to see an extension of the 
dedicated bus lanes and 
the potential of making 
the Broadway corridor a 
major transit corridor for 
quick mobility to Boston 
and Cambridge without 
a car. Some 70 percent 
wanted to see it extended 
to Glendale Square, and 
77 percent wanted to see it 
extended to Sullivan Sta-
tion or downtown Boston.

“No matter how peo-
ple use the corridor, even 
if they don’t use the bus, 
the survey shows us they 
see the importance of the 
bus lane and know transit 
is key to this corridor in 
Everett,” said Wallerce. 
“It sets up Everett as a pri-
ority community to tran-
sit…The more that is pub-
licly recognized and there 
is buy-in of what might 
seem like a sacrifice…
it supports the vision of a 
sustainable and equitable 
future for Everett.”

GRAND OPENING 
HELD

LYNN - During this 
pandemic era a new busi-
ness model has emerged. 
Since many people work 
at home, some may soon 
need additional space. The 
INC.UBATE COWORK-
ING facility inside the 
Flatiron building on Wash-
ington Street in Lynn now 
offers flexible workspaces 
with amenities, such as 
High-Speed WiFi, Tech-
nology Platform, 24/7 ac-
cess, and much more. 

CEO Michael Lucer-
to expanded his Workbar 
business recently into 
Lynn as he said, “There 
is a need for shared office 
space, since people are 
working remotely from 
home much more. The 
city of Lynn is in a unique 
situation with a dynamic 
workforce of local en-
trepreneurs; the down-
town development area 

is attracting new business 
people into the city. I am 
hoping for this space to be 
a melting pot within this 
community.” 

INC.UBATE CO-
WORKING offers mem-
berships to freelancers, 
business owners, and re-
mote workers. The Work-
bar concept is convenient 
and affordable for anyone 
in need of a private office, 
a place to meet clients or 
a conference rooms for 
meetings. 

Daily and monthly flex-
ible membership plans are 
available. Other Work-
bar facilities are located 
in Winthrop and soon to 
be in Hamilton. For more 
information call 617-455-
8674 or email – michael@
incubatecoworking.com.

ARRIGO DELIVERS 
THOROUGH 
RESPONSE ON 
RESCUE PLAN 
FUNDING

REVERE - When 
Councilor-at-Large Ger-
ry Visconti requested that 
Mayor Brian Arrigo ap-
pear before the Ways and 
Means Sub-committee 
at its April 26 meeting to 
discuss the $30 million 
in funds that the city will 
receive via the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021, 
there seemed to be some 
negative connotations.

In fact, Council-
or-at-Large Steven Mo-
rabito stated during the 
ensuing discussion that he 
was sure that Visconti had 
‘no ill intentions” with his 
motion.

And Morabito was 
right. Visconti, under-
standing like everyone 
else that $30 million is a 
lot of money to be added 
to the city’s coffers, just 
wanted to know the may-
or’s plans for the spending 
of the funds. Other coun-
cilors inferred that the pro-
cess should be “transpar-
ent” and all actions should 
be conducted in consulta-
tion with the Council.

They didn’t have to 
wait long for Mayor Arri-
go to respond to Visconti’s 
request. Forget April 26.

Arrigo responded with-
in minutes via Zoom at 
the meeting and the may-
or was so transparent, so 
informative, and so forth-
coming with the process, 
that there was stone si-
lence from the Council – 
and no further questions 
were necessary.

“I certainly appreciate 
everyone’s confidence in 
our ability to make sure 
that this process of receiv-
ing and then getting this 
money out to the public is 
done is done in a transpar-
ent way and a collabora-
tive fashion,” said Arrigo 
cordially.

The mayor explained 
that the City of Revere 
will be receiving $30 mil-
lion from the federal gov-
ernment.

“There are four areas 
where we can send money 
– No. 1 is responding to 
the public health emergen-
cy that we’re still faced 
with and the economic 
impact including assis-
tance to households, small 
businesses, and aid to im-
pacted industries such as 
tourism, travel, and hospi-
tality,” said Arrigo.

The mayor said a second 
area is related to premium 
pay (up to $13 per hour) 
to eligible employees who 
perform essential work, a 
formula to be determined 
by Arrigo himself.

The third area is replac-
ing city revenues. “Any 
revenue reductions that 
we had due to the pan-
demic – this is a really 
important bucket because 
by replacing revenues, we 

can then free up dollars to 
other things,” said Arrigo.

The mayor said the 
fourth area of fund distri-
bution is centered “around 
investments in water, sew-
er, and broadband infra-
structure.”

Arrigo said the basic 
framework for the funds 
will focus on “three really 
core values”  - leveraging 
the money that the city is 
receiving from the feder-
al government with other 
potential funding sources 
such as state and federal 
grants; providing for all of 
Revere’s residents that en-
sures a level of quality of 
life; and making sure that 
the city is investing for re-
covery and that the city is 
measuring how it is doing 
“in terms of the results and 
the recovery for our resi-
dents.”

“We’re going to make 
sure there is a signifi-
cant investment in ur-
gent health and economic 
needs,” said Arrigo. “It’s 
certainly going to be a pri-
ority to make sure we’re 
making short-term in-
vestments with long-term 
benefits. That’s where we 
want to be when we’re 
spending these dollars and 
we want to get them out 
quickly.”

Arrigo also informed 
the Council that the city 
has until 2024 to spend the 
funds and the $30 million 
will be allocated to the 
city in three-to-four in-
stallments.

“We’re eagerly antici-
pating that money,” con-
cluded Arrigo, promising 
an ongoing conversation 
with the Council.

The mayor had made 
his point very well. It will 
be a transparent effort 
and a team effort and the 
Council will be included 
in the discussions.

SECURITY 
DISCUSSED AT 
COUNCIL MEETING

REVERE - City Coun-
cilors Joanne McKenna 
and Richard Serino have 
requested a security pres-
ence during Council meet-
ings when the meetings  
become open to public 
again at City Hall.

The Council has been 
meeting remotely during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Public Safety 
Sub-Committee, chaired 
by Councilor-at-Large 
Jessica Giannino, dis-
cussed the proposal Mon-
day.

“I believe we should 
have some sort of security 
in the Chambers when the 
public is allowed to come 
back to our meetings,” 
said McKenna, noting the 
rise in incidents nationally 
regarding the safety of the 
public.

Serino said, “these are 
different times for sure.”

The Ward 6 councilor 
recalled an incident fol-
lowing a Council meet-
ing last summer when “us 
councilors had to actually 
be escorted out of City 
Hall by the Revere Police 
Department because there 
were crowds that were 
very much in our faces af-
ter a contentious vote.”

Serino that the coun-
cilors deserve to feel safe 
and having security at 
meetings “is just the way 
that we have to go in this 
crazy world these days.”

Ward 3 Councilor Ar-
thur Guinasso said he is 
in his 32nd year on the 
Council and the incident 
to which Serino referred 
“was the first that I had 
ever witnessed and was 
part of something like that, 
where the police officers 
had to walk us out of the 
Chamber for our safety.”

Guinasso suggested 
that a police officer be sta-

tioned at the entrance to 
the building during public 
meetings.

“I definitely agree with 
this [proposal] and I think 
the Council as a whole 
should adopt it as soon as 
possible,” said Guinasso.

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Gerry Visconti said he was 
completely in favor of the 
proposal if his colleagues 
favor such a measure.

“Security is important 
and the safety of my col-
leagues is important as 
well,” said Visconti.

Councilor-at-Large Ste-
ven Morabito said some 
issues will lead to heat-
ed conversations in the 
Council Chamber “so I 
think it’s very important to 
weigh those factors.”

“Having a police pres-
ence not only protects the 
people in the Council, it 
makes people feel safer 
when a contentious topic 
is being discussed,” said 
Morabito. “So I’m in fa-
vor of this motion.”

Council President An-
thony Zambuto said he 
would support his fellow 
councilors’ wishes for a 
security presence at meet-
ings.

Stressing the impor-
tance of her colleagues 
feeling safe at all times 
during meetings, Gianni-
no said, “The City of Re-
vere should always be a 
safe place to work and 
be and we’re included in 
that.”

Giannino said the “se-
curity presence” could 
mean a current police of-
ficer or auxiliary police 
officer, a retired police of-
ficer or “other options” for 
being present at meetings.

The Public Safety 
Sub-Committee unan-
imously supported the 
measure.

COUNCIL HEARS 
RATE STUDY, 
COVID UPDATES

WINTHROP - The 
Winthrop Town Council 
met remotely on Tuesday, 
April 6, where it heard a 
water study proposal and 
updates on the pandemic. 
Around 25 members of 
the public attended.

Council President Phil 
Boncore opened the meet-
ing with a moment of si-
lence for Michael DeGre-
gorio, a Winthrop resident 
who passed away this past 
week after a battle with 
Parkinson’s Disease.

Pres. Boncore congrat-
ulated resident Jeff Turco 
for his victory in the elec-
tion for State Representa-
tive. He also issued a spe-
cial citation to Winthrop’s 
own Jillian Dempsey, 
the Captain of the Bos-
ton Pride in the National 
Women’s Hockey League, 
calling her an inspiration 
to “athletes of all ages and 
genders.”

Water Loss Study
The Town is working 

with the Abrahams Group 
and with Environmental 
Partners to realize a study 
of the town’s water loss 
and water rate. The aim of 
the study is to answer the 
community’s questions 
about the recent water/
sewer rate increases.

The study is already un-
derway and a full report 
should be delivered in 
early June in time for the 
FY22 budget. The full pre-
sentation will be available 
on the town’s website. A 
comprehensive overview 
will also be featured in 
next week’s publication.

COVID-19
Winthrop is currently 

in the Yellow Zone with a 
2.75 percent positive rate, 
slightly higher than two 
weeks ago. The town has 
had 2,155 cases with 35 
deceased and 48 in isola-
tion.

To date, 7,282 Win-
throp residents have re-
ceived at least one dose 
of the Moderna vaccine, 
or almost 40 percent of 
residents over the age of 
18. Starting April 19, all 
members of the public age 
16 and older will be able 
to get vaccinated.

The schools welcomed 
children back for in-per-
son learning on April 5, in 
what Council Pres. Bon-
core called “a successful 
day.”

“Kids were fantastic 
and flexible,” he reported. 
“All the kids were hap-
py to be back in school 
and see their friends and 
teachers.”

Students can now be 
tested for COVID on-site 
using rapid testing tech-
nology.

Winthrop was allo-
cated $1.83 million in 
COVID relief funding 
from the American Res-
cue Plan Act. An addition-
al amount was granted to 
Suffolk county, bringing 
Winthrop’s total to $5.4 
million, paid out in two 
installments. The funds 
must be used by the end 
of the 2022 calendar year. 
Rather than treating this 
as “found money”, Town 
Manager Austin Faison 
intends to “plug the gaps” 
leftover from 2020, and to 
boost the sustainability of 
ongoing health projects.

The town manager still 
plans to open Town Hall 
to the public beginning on 
May 1. In-person business 
will take place Monday 
through Thursday from 
9am to 12pm by appoint-
ment only. Sanitization 
and mask-wearing will be 
compulsory.

Faison is also working 
with technology experts to 
prepare the Harvey Room 
for in-person meetings for 
boards and committees. To 
date, it has been unable to 
accommodate both remote 
attendance via Zoom and 
live streaming by WCAT.

General Updates
The Council for Ap-

pointments, Commissions 
and Committees has fin-
ished its reviews of town 
employees. A vote to ac-
cept the reviews will be 
held at the next council 
meeting.

The Town will be in-
stalling four additional 
fully-accessible bus shel-
ters on town sidewalks in 
the hopes of increasing 
bus ridership.

Work continues as 
scheduled in the Center 
Business District, with all 
utility due to be completed 
in the coming weeks.

The School Department 
approved a preliminary 
budget for the next fis-
cal year in the amount of 
$23.5 million.

There are immediate 
openings on the Airport 
Hazards Committee, the 
Board of Appeals, the 
Planning Board and the 
Transportation Safety Ad-
visory Committee.

The juveniles responsi-
ble for the fire at Ingleside 
Playground earlier this 
year are being given the 
option to repay their debt 
to the community through 
a program that helps 
non-violent youth offend-
ers avoid the criminal jus-
tice system.

Upcoming Events
A public hearing of the 

Ordinance Review Com-
mittee will be held on 
April 8 at 6pm. 

The Town Manager’s 
Office will present the 
FY22 Budget Proposal on 
April 20 at 6pm, followed 
by the Annual Spring Fo-
rum at 7pm.

The Middle School 
Zoning Committee and 
the Planning Board will 
hold a joint public hearing 
on April 22 at 7pm.

Region  // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
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FAMILY FEATURES 

Grilling is a great way to get a
whole lot of flavor that goes way
beyond plain burgers and basic
barbecue. Lean meats, juicy
marinades and zesty top pings add

up to terrific flame-kissed dishes that will make
guests want to kiss the cook.

Here are some easy ways to take big flavor
from the grate to the plate:

Grill Up the Unexpected
A lot of fruits and veggies are easy to cook
over the coals. Try:

� Zucchini
� Eggplant
� Portobello mushrooms
� Corn
� Romaine hearts
� Pineapple
� Onion (sliced thick)
� Stone fruits like peaches, plums and

mangoes

Marinate Meats
When grilling lean meat, use a flavorful
marinade with some acidic ingredients (like
citrus juices) to help break down tough meat
fibers. Make sure the marinade covers the 
meat entirely, and let it do its magic for several
hours or overnight. Some bold ingredients to
experiment with:

� Chili sauce
� Olive oil
� Lemon or lime juice
� Soy sauce
� Worcestershire sauce
� Molasses 
� Garlic
� Red pepper flakes

Top It Off
In addition to the good old grilling standbys
like ketchup or barbecue sauce, set out some
tasty toppers that can work on just about
anything:

� Roasted red peppers
� Caramelized onions
� Spicy Wholly Guacamole
� Pickled jalapeño peppers
� Chipotle or basil mayo
� Wholly Salsa
� Smoked cheese slices

When you’re ready to fire up some flavor, 
try these recipes from Wholly Guacamole.
Made with all-natural ingredients, Wholly
Guacamole can be found in the produce section
of your grocery store. For more recipes, visit
www.eatwholly.com.

Guacamania
Guacamole isn’t just
packed with flavor, it’s
packed with healthful
ingredients. Avocados
are full of the good
kinds of fats — the
same ones in olive oil
and almonds. They’re
loaded with magne -
sium, Vitamin E, folic
acid and lutein, a
natural antioxidant.
Avocados have 60
percent more potas -
sium than bananas.
Add in the benefits
associated with
tomatoes and onions
and you have a remark -
ably low-calorie,
good-time food.

Beef Steak Soft Tacos
Serves: 6
Marinade: 

2/3 cup prepared Italian 
dressing 

2 tablespoons chopped 
fresh cilantro 

1 tablespoon chili powder
Beef Tacos:

2 boneless beef chuck 
shoulder steaks, cut 
3/4 inch thick 
(about 1-1/2 pounds) 

12 small flour tortillas, 
warmed 

Toppings: 
Thinly sliced lettuce, 

chopped tomato, dairy 
sour cream, guacamole 
(optional) 

Combine marinade ingredients in
small bowl. Place beef steaks and
marinade in food-safe plastic bag;
turn to coat. Close bag securely 
and marinate in refrigerator 6 hours
or as long as overnight, turning
occasionally. 

Remove steaks; discard marinade.
Place steaks on grid over medium,
ash-covered coals. Grill, uncovered,
14 to 17 minutes for medium rare
(145°F) to medium (160°F) done -
ness, turning occasionally. 

Carve into thin slices; season with
salt. Serve in tortillas with toppings.

Wholly Lime
Cheeseburgers
Serves: 6

2 pounds lean ground beef
1/2 lime, juiced 

1 teaspoon garlic 
1/2 cup diced onion 
1/2 cup diced tomatoes 

6 slices Monterey Jack 
cheese 

6 hamburger buns
Your favorite flavor of 

Wholly Guacamole
In a large bowl mix together ground
beef, lime juice, garlic, onion and
tomatoes. Form meat into 6 patties. 

Cook burgers to desired doneness
on a preheated grill. Add a slice of
cheese to each burger during the last
minute of cooking. 

Serve on toasted buns with a
healthy dollop of guacamole.

This recipe also makes great
sliders. For a leaner version, use
ground turkey instead of ground beef.

Avocado Stuffed Salmon
Serves: 4

2 packages lemon butter 
grilled salmon, defrosted 

1 cup spicy Wholly 
Guacamole 

1 egg yolk 
1/4 cup bread crumbs

1 teaspoon lemon zest 
Sea salt and freshly 

cracked pepper to taste
Preheat your oven to 350°F. Using 
a sharp serrated knife, cut a pocket
into the side of each piece of salmon. 

In a bowl, combine guacamole,
egg yolk, bread crumbs and lemon
zest to make stuffing. 

Stuff fish with avocado mixture;
season each fillet with salt and
pepper. Bake for 8 minutes and
serve immediately.
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Please visit eastietimes.com

Combo Rates available!  
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

Online Advertising
is Available

Showcase Your Business, Open 
House, or More with an online 

ad!
Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 
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APARTMENT FOR RENT

REVERE
2 Room Apartment
Close to Beach St
Kitchen
Parking Space
Available Now
$1,500 N/U
No Pets
Call & Leave Message 
781-286-6617
----------------------
LYNN
Beautiful, 3 bdrm apt., Own-
er occu-
pied, walk to ocean. Avail-
able 4/1/21. Quiet street, 
$2,250/Mo
Background/references check
Call 617.529.0879
4/8/21, 4/15/21. 4/22/21
—————————————————

APT FOR RENT 
COVID CLEANED
AVAILABLE NOW
Revere - Washington Ave new-
ly  remodeled  2  bdr,  2nd  floor, 
W/D hookup, gas heat, min-
utes form Boston, 1 block to 
public  transportation. $1,600/
month  
978-751-0531
4/8/21, 4/15/21. 4/22/21
————————————————————
WINTHROP - Ft. Heath Apts. - 
Ocean View
Two - 1 BR apts. available in 
mod. shoreline bldg. Non-smok-
ing/no pets. Steps to beach, 
minutes to Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercis facility, 
lounge, pkg. Heat & HW incl. 
617-846-7300 Debra.

For Advertising Rates, 

Call 617-884-2416

Grocery Shoppers need-
ed immediately part-
time in Revere, Chelsea, 
Everett, Winthrop, 
Somerville, Cambridge. 
Driver’s license, car and 
phone required.  $32 
per delivery.  Call 508-
643-4090;3 or info@
scanpersonalservices.
com 
__________

NEW BRIDGE CAFE
Kitchen Help Wanted
All Positions needed
Apply in Person
Mon - Fri 2 - 4PM
650 Washington Ave., 
Chelsea
617-884-0134
3/24, 3/31, 4/7

___________

LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
__________

Personal Care Attendant 
Needed in Everett
Mon-Fri, 3pm - 7pm
Light house keeping & 
cooking
References required
Call Susan
617-389-6190
4/14, 4/21

HELP WANTED

REVERE
Furnished Room for Rent
Beachmont Revere
Shared Kitchen & Bath
10 minute walk to Beachmont T 

& Ocean
$820/mo
339-224-3839
3/31, 4/7, 4/14

FURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

ROOFING 

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE IN  OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 781-485-0588 
OR EMAIL  KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

S O N N Y ’ S 
IMMEDIATE 

ROOFING
Residential & Commercial
• All type Roofing & Repairs

• Licensed & Insured
• Snow & Ice Removal

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

Apply  in Person
920 Broadway, Revere

NEW DEAL 
FRUIT

ALL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU192249EA
Estate of:
Ernest Joseph
Torgersen
Date of Death:
08/17/2019
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 
Probate of Will has been 
filed by Ronald A. Torgersen 
of Manchester, NH request-
ing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Ronald A. Torgersen 
of Manchester, NH be 

appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
05/03/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC 

in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 23, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

4/14/21
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114

(617)788-8300
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU21C0084CA
In the matter of:
Sara Noemy Mancia Ruiz
A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed by 
Sara Noemy Mancia Ruiz of 
East Boston, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Sara Noemy Ruiz Linares
Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Suffolk Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
05/06/2021. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 05, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

4/14/21
EB

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 

Giggles Comedy Club  
               ( Unde r  th e  ten t)  

517 Broadway (Route 1) 

Saugus, MA 01906  
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 

For a Night Full of Laughter  

Those Who Can, For Those In Need, Inc.,  
Invites you to our 8th Annual Fundraising Event:  

  ““UUpplliifftt  YYoouurrsseellff  wwiitthh  LLaauugghhtteerr””  
 
Join your friends and colleagues to benefit our Winthrop based non-profit organization 
whose mission is to connect the Boston and North Shore area with community resources 
and volunteer opportunities in a variety of areas, including, but not limited to:  issues 
related to services for the elderly, coping with the loss of a loved one, children’s topics 
and struggling with low income and homelessness.   
 
The LAUGHTER begins at 6:00 when you walk thru the door at Giggles 
Comedy Club in Saugus.  Your evening will include all-you-can-eat 
pizza dinner, cash bar, exciting and prized raffles, and the comedy of 
Lenny Clarke and many more!   

We will be collecting full size toiletries in honor of 
our 6th Annual “Those Who Can” award to be 
presented to Dan O’Leary, Executive Director of  
Mystic Valley Elder Services. 

 
Don’t miss this night full of laughter – for a great cause! 

 
Tickets are $30.00 and can be purchased no later than Wednesday, April 28th 

 Call Judie VanKooiman at (617) 462-5719 

Tickets must be purchased in advance. No ticket sales at the door. 

HELP WANTED 
AT BUSY 

WINTHROP 
MARINA. 

Multiple posi-
tions available

• Part time yard 
help. 

• Service shop 
help: washing, 

buffing, sanding 
&painting boat 

bottoms. 
Please call 

617-846-1100
Ask for Lloyd.
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Staff Report

On April 2, members 
of the Massachusetts Co-
alition for Occupation-
al Safety and Health’s 
(MassCOSH) Health 
Technical Committee had 
a letter to the editor pub-
lished in the Clinical In-
fectious Diseases journal 
that rebutted findings of 
a study published by the 
journal that played a role 
in the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) changing its social 
distancing guidelines in 
public schools from 6 feet 
to 3 feet. The guidelines 
are being adopted by dis-
tricts nationwide.

The letter questions the 
methods conducted in the 
journal article, Effective-
ness of three versus six 
feet of physical distancing 
for controlling spread of 
COVID-19 among prima-
ry and secondary students 
and staff: A retrospec-
tive, state-wide cohort 
study. Authors of that arti-
cle only looked at the writ-
ten plans for distancing, 
not the actual implemen-
tation of those plans. They 
excluded all schools that 
were remote during the 
study period, which were 
most of the major cities in 
Massachusetts. They did 
include schools that were 
open just 5 percent of the 
time, which may have 
been much more influ-
ential on COVID-19 risk 
than their written distanc-
ing plans.

The Department of El-
ementary and Secondary 
Education in Massachu-
setts (DESE) has used this 
flawed study to require 
that schools open for full, 
in-person learning across 
the Commonwealth. The 
result is classrooms filled 
to a much higher capaci-
ty than what may be safe. 
Last week, even before 
students returned to the 
classroom at higher num-
bers, Massachusetts saw 
the most COVID-19 cases 
in schools yet, a combined 
1,045 infections between 

students and staff.
“It is critical that de-

cisions about the return 
to in-person learning be 
based in science,” said 
Jodi Sugerman-Brozan, 
MassCOSH Executive Di-
rector. “Unfortunately, a 
problematic study riddled 
with flaws, conducted 
right here in Massachu-
setts, has led to what is 
likely a dangerously high 
number of students return-
ing to classrooms across 
the country at a time when 
cases are on the rise.”

The return to full-in per-
son learning in the Com-
monwealth comes shortly 
on the heels of a DESE 
decision to remove all 
capacity limits on school 
buses in Massachusetts. 
To justify this decision, 
DESE claims that two 

things make social dis-
tancing unnecessary: the 
effectiveness of masks and 
the high ventilation rates 
on a school bus. Neither 
the CDC nor any other 
leading public or occupa-
tional health experts sup-
port DESE’s position that 
masks or ventilation make 
social distancing unneces-
sary. Bus drivers have al-
ready been hit hard by the 
pandemic. In Boston, two 
active school bus drivers 
and a bus manager died 
of COVID-19 in April 
2020. A recent study of 
COVID-19 deaths among 
Massachusetts workers 
found that, from March to 
July of last year, transpor-
tation workers lost their 
lives to COVID-19 at 
twice the rate of the aver-
age worker.

The U.S. Postal Service 
celebrates America’s love 
of coffee this month with 
the issuance of four new 
stamps. Whether milky, 
dark as night, sweetened, 
flavored or highly concen-
trated, many coffee drinks 
have one thing in common 
— they begin with espres-
so.

This booklet of 20 
stamps features four 
unique designs illustrating 
popular espresso drinks 
— espresso, cappuccino, 
caffe latte and caffe mo-
cha. It may be purchased 
at usps.com.

Capturing the inviting 
atmosphere of an early 
20th-century café, artist 
Terry Allen created each 
digital illustration with 
the style of 1920s and 
1930s advertising posters 
in mind.

The names of the 
espresso drinks appear in 
art deco-inspired lettering 
above or below each en-
ticing cup.

Art director Greg 
Breeding designed the 
stamps with original art-
work by Allen.

Espresso drinking in the 
United States is at an all-
time high. With the grow-

ing popularity of artisanal 
coffee shops, extensive 
research on the roasting 
and brewing process, and 
continued innovation in 
machinery to make the 
perfect cup, specialty cof-
fee is better than it has 
ever been.

When it comes to 
espresso, most Americans 
rely on a barista working 
at a coffeehouse to care-
fully craft their specialty 

drink, but at-home espres-
so machines are also 
growing in popularity. 
Whether a routine part of 
getting going in the morn-
ing or a reason to gather 
socially at a local café, 
drinking beverages made 
with espresso has become 
increasingly trendy.

Customers may pur-
chase stamps and other 
philatelic products through 
the Postal Store atusps.
com/shopstamps, by call-
ing 844-737-7826, by 
mail through USA Phila-
telic, or at Post Office lo-
cations nationwide. 

The Postal Service re-
ceives no tax dollars for 
operating expenses and 
relies on the sale of post-
age, products and services 
to fund its operations.

nicholasivancic.com
LivePineappleHomeAdvisors@outlook.com

Nicholas Ivancic, 
Century 21 Mario

617-582-3344

The Massachusetts Department of Transportation
invites you to attend a

Virtual Public Information Meeting
for the 

Sumner Tunnel Centennial Project

These meetings will provide an opportunity for the public to hear an overview of the 
Sumner Tunnel Centennial Project including project overview, schedule, and traffic impacts. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions and offer comments.  Please note the 
presentation will be the same at both meetings.  Spanish and Arabic interpretation will be 
available at both virtual meetings.
All residents, abutters, local business owners, and interested commuters are invited to 
attend. All attendees who sign into the meeting and provide an email address will be entered 
into the project’s email database to receive project updates. Prior to the meetings, if you 
have specific questions or concerns for the project team, please email us: sumner100@dot.
state.ma.us. 

Note: This meeting is accessible to people with disabilities.  MassDOT provides reasonable 
accommodations and/or language assistance free of charge upon request (e.g interpreters 
in American Sign Language and languages other than English, live captioning, videos, 
assistive listening devices and alternate material formats), as appropriate. For accommo-
dation or language assistance, please contact MassDOT’s Chief Diversity & Civil Rights 
Officer by phone at (857) 368-8580, Relay Service at 7-1-1, fax (857) 368-0602 or by email to 
MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us. Requests should be made as soon as possible prior 
to the meeting, and for more difficult to arrange services including sign-language, CART or 
language translation or interpretation, requests should be made at least ten business days 
before the meeting.

Title VI Notice of Nondiscrimination: MassDOT complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 and related federal and state statutes and regulations. It is the policy of MassDOT to 
ensure that no person or group of persons shall on the grounds of Title VI protected cate-
gories, including race, color, national origin, or under additional federal and state protected 
categories including sex, age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, 
religion, creed, ancestry, veteran’s status , or background, be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program 
or activity administered by MassDOT. To request additional information about this commit-
ment, or to file a complaint under Title VI or a related nondiscrimination provision, please 
contact MassDOT’s Title VI Specialist by phone at (857) 368-8580, Relay Service at 7-1-1, fax 
(857) 368-0602 or by e-mail at MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us. 
If information is needed in another language, please contact the MassDOT Title VI Specialist 
by phone at (857) 368-8580. 
Caso esta informação seja necessária em outro idioma, favor contar o Especialista em 
Título VI do MassDOT pelo fone 857-368-8580.
Si necesita información en otro lenguaje, favor contactar al especialista de MassDOT del 
Título VI al 857-368-8580.

Thursday, April 29, 2021 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Register: 
virtualmeeting.link/Sumner-4-29

Meeting ID: 862 2389 6416
Passcode: 765313

Dial-in option: 888 788 0099

Tuesday, April 27, 2021
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Register: 
virtualmeeting.link/Sumner-4-27

Meeting ID: 889 2113 5782
Passcode: 860159

Dial-in option: 888 788 0099

Title	VI	NoAce	of	NondiscriminaAon:	MassDOT	complies	with	Title	VI	of	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964	and	
related	federal	and	state	statutes	and	regulaAons.	It	is	the	policy	of	MassDOT	to	ensure	that	no	person	
or	group	of	persons	shall	on	the	grounds	of	Title	VI	protected	categories,	including	race,	color,	naAonal	
origin,	or	under	addiAonal	federal	and	state	protected	categories	including	sex,	age,	disability,	sexual	
orientaAon,	gender	idenAty	or	expression,	religion,	creed,	ancestry,	veteran's	status	,	or	background,	be	
excluded	from	parAcipaAon	in,	be	denied	the	benefits	of,	or	be	otherwise	subjected	to	discriminaAon	
under	any	program	or	acAvity	administered	by	MassDOT.	To	request	addiAonal	informaAon	about	this	
commitment,	or	to	file	a	complaint	under	Title	VI	or	a	related	nondiscriminaAon	provision,	please	
contact	MassDOT's	Title	VI	Specialist	by	phone	at	(857)	368-8580,	Relay	Service	at	7-1-1,	fax	(857)	
368-0602	or	by	e-mail	at	MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us.		

If	informaAon	is	needed	in	another	language,	please	contact	the	MassDOT	Title	VI	Specialist	by	phone	
at	(857)	368-8580.		

Caso	esta	informação	seja	necessária	em	outro	idioma,	favor	contar	o	Especialista	em	Título	VI	do	
MassDOT	pelo	fone	857-368-8580.	

Si	necesita	información	en	otro	lenguaje,	favor	contactar	al	especialista	de	MassDOT	del	Título	VI	al	
857-368-8580.	

如果需要使⽤其它语⾔了解信息，请联系⻢萨诸塞州交通部（MassDOT）《⺠权法》第六章专职⼈员，电话 
857-368-8580。 
如果需要使⽤其它語⾔了解信息，請聯系⾺薩諸塞州交通部（MassDOT）《⺠權法》第六章專職⼈員，電話 
857-368-8580。 

Serving Revere & Neighbors since 1947
Locally Owned & Operated by Tom DiGregorio

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

NNEEEEDD  AA  NNEEWW  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  
ssttiicckkeerr??  CCAALLLL  TTOODDAAYY

• Inspection station • tire services
 • brakes & fluids

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

We want to see you….  
                  at home!

www.ebnhc.org  •   

Telemedicine allows health care professionals to evaluate, diagnose,  
and treat patients at a distance using telecommunications  
technology, such as a smart phone or computer. Telemedicine allows 
us to continue to provide high-quality care to our patients during  
the COVID-19 pandemic while minimizing exposures.

Telemedicine appointments are being scheduled in Pediatrics, 
Adult Medicine, Family Medicine, Women’s Health (OB/GYN),  
Behavioral Health, Neighborhood PACE, and other departments. We 
use certified medical interpreters during telemedicine appointments 
for languages other than English. 

Do you need to schedule a telemedicine appointment with your  
primary care provider? Did you miss an appointment that needs  
to be rescheduled? If so, call 617-569-5800 to schedule a  
telemedicine appointment. This is especially important if you have  
a chronic or a behavioral health condition. 
You should be treated if needed, especially 
during this public health crisis. We’re here 
to keep you healthy!

Spanning cultures and 
geographies, and some-
times millennia too, “New 
Light: Encounters and 
Connections” presents 
more than 50 works of 
art from across the MFA’s 
collection, many of which 
are on view for the first 
time. The exhibition is 
organized into 21 conver-
sations—in each, a con-
temporary piece that has 
recently joined the collec-
tion is juxtaposed with one 
or two objects acquired 
earlier in the Museum’s 
history.

The contemporary piec-
es include work by emerg-
ing as well as local or Bos-
ton-born artists—among 
them Dana C. Chandler, 
Jr., Eben Haines, Stephen 
Hamilton, Tomashi Jack-
son, Lavaughan Jenkins 
and Alison Croney Moses. 
The objects in conversa-
tion with these recent addi-
tions range from a carving 
of a princess from ancient 
Egypt to experimental 
miniature vases made by 
French ceramicist Au-
guste Delaherche. Placed 
in dialogue, these objects 
old and new invite visi-

tors to explore an array of 
subjects. A portrait by Ste-
phen Hamilton featuring 
weaving and dyeing tech-
niques learned in Nigeria 
engages 20th-century tex-
tiles from southwestern 
Nigeria and Gee’s Bend, 
Alabama in a meditation 
on ancestral heritage, 
while encounters else-
where address childcare, 
queer communities and 
Native resistance, among 
other topics. Together, 
these conversations reveal 
the potential of every ad-

dition to the collection to 
spark unexpected connec-
tions and new narratives.

“New Light: Encoun-
ters and Connections” 
is generously supported 
by the Callaghan Family 
Fund for Contemporary 
Exhibitions. Additional 
support from the Barbara 
Jane Anderson Fund, The 
Bruce and Laura Monrad 
Fund for Exhibitions, and 
the Diane Krane Family 
and Jonathan and Gina 
Krane Family Fund.

New stamp celebrates Americans love of Coffee‘New Light: 
Encounters and 
Connections’ 
highlights MFA’s 
collection

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ARTIST.

Joseph Lewis as Eze Nri (2018), Stephen Hamilton. 

Flawed COVID-19 study may be putting 
school workers and students at Risk

Please Recycle
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