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By John Lynds

On Monday District 7 
City Councilor Kim Janey 
became the first woman 
and the first Black mayor 
in the city’s history af-
ter former Boston Mayor 
Martin Walsh was con-
firmed by the Senate to 
become U.S. Secretary of 
Labor. 

Janey will be officially 
sworn in as the 55th May-
or of Boston on Wednes-
day, March 24. 

Janey became acting 
mayor at 9:01 p.m. Mon-
day night after Walsh sub-
mitted his resignation let-
ter. Janey thanked Walsh 
in a statement for his ser-
vice. 

“Congratulations on 
your confirmation, Secre-
tary Walsh,” said Janey. 
“You are a proud son of 
Dorchester who will bring 
our city with you to the 
United States Department 
of Labor. The working 
people of America will 
benefit greatly from your 
passion. Now, we look 

ahead to a new day — a 
new chapter — in Bos-
ton’s history.”

As Walsh heads down 
to Washington D.C., he 
paused to congratulate his 
successor Monday. 

“Congratulations on 
making history, Kim 
Janey,” said Walsh. “I 
know you are going to 
continue serving our city 
and supporting an eq-
uitable recovery from 
COVID-19. I am always 
here for you, my friend.”

Kim Janey becomes first female
and the first Black Mayor of Boston

A new day

See JANEY Page 2

Acting Boston Mayor        
Kim Janey.

By John Lynds

 Vaccinating hundreds 
of residents at multiple 
sites each day has been a 
huge undertaking for East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center (EBNHC), 
but luckily the Health 
Center has had the con-
tinued support from the 
Massachusetts National 
Guard. 

As part of the Common-
wealth’s COVID-19 Vac-
cination Plan, the Nation-
al Guard began providing 
support of vaccination 
initiatives in Eastie earli-
er this month. Medically 
qualified Guard members 

began partnering with the 
EBNHC  to administer 
vaccines. Their assistance 
at EBNHC is expected to 
continue to support four 
vaccination sites through-
out EBNHC’s service area 
including Eastie, Chel-
sea, Revere and the South 
End through this federally 
funded mission.

However, the presence 
of the military in full uni-
form has made some in 
Eastie’s immigrant com-
munity without legal sta-
tus uneasy and EBNHC 
administrators fear this 
uneasiness may lead some 
away from getting the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

EBNHC Vice President 
of Human Resources Ste-
ven Snyder wants Eastie’s 
immigrant community 
to know that the Health 
Center’s vaccine program 
does not discriminate. 

“We know that some 
members of the communi-
ty can be a bit fearful when 
they see the troops in their 
army fatigue uniforms, 
but it is critically import-
ant for all to understand 
that the Guard is here for 
one purpose only – to 
vaccinate our communi-
ty,” said Snyder. “Patients 
scheduling appointments 
do not need to provide any 
documentation as to their 

immigration status – we 
only ask ID to verify the 
patient at the time of ap-
pointment.”

Snyder said most of 
the troops helping out 
EBNHC staff are from 
our community, some are 
bi-lingual and all very 
competent and friendly. 

“The feedback from pa-
tients has been fantastic,” 
said Snyder. “Currently 
National Guard troops are 
working out of our East 
Boston Liverpool Street 
Site and our newest site 
which just opened up at 
the former Wonderland 

Guard helps EBNHC overcome vaccine staffing challenges

By John Lynds

On Friday March 6, 
1964,  Boston Police Pa-
trolman Edward Lynch, of 
East Boston, was killed in 
the line of duty after chas-
ing a stolen vehicle from 
Dorchester to Quincy ear-
ly that fateful morning but 
his name was never added 
to the National Law En-
forcement Memorial in 
Washington D.C., until 
now. 

“I have been working 
with the Lynch family 
in East Boston for a few 
years,” said Boston Police 
Officer and Department 
Historian Robert Antho-
ny. “With the assistance 
of the information they 
sent me a few years ago 
we found that Patrolman 

Edward Lynch, of East 
Boston, was overlooked 
for “Killed in the Line of 

Patrolman Edward Lynch 
finally gets national recognition

Fifty-seven years after 
his death, Boston Police 
Patrolman Edward Lynch 
will finally be added to the 
National Law Enforcement 
Memorial in Washington 
DC. 

See LYNCH Page 2

Massachusetts National Guard troops administer vaccines at EBNHC Liverpool Street site last week. 
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By John Lynds

Earlier this week the 
Boston Parks and Recre-
ation Department replaced 
the sump pumps on the 
Mary Ellen Welch (MEW) 
Greenway near Maverick 
Street that had failed ear-
lier this year during heavy 
rain. 

These new pumps will 
activate after heavy rains 
to keep the MEW Green-
way paths that are suscep-
tible to flooding open and 
dry. 

In February two sump 
pumps that were installed 
years ago to curb flooding 
on a section of the green-

way failed. The failure of 
the pumps caused flooding 
on the stretch of the MEW 
Greenway between the 
Maverick Street Bridge 
and Marginal Street after 
heavy rain. 

The sump pump failures 
came after the former May-
or Walsh Administration 
appropriated $400,000 in 
the city’s budget last year 
to protect the MEW Gre-

enway from sea level rise. 
A few years back the city 
purchased a flood wall that 
can be used to keep storm 
surge waters from the 
Harbor from entering the 
low-lying greenway. 

However, the flooding 
earlier this year was not 
related to sea level rise, 
but rainwater runoff that 
the failed pumps couldn’t 
drain fast enough. 

Years ago the city iden-
tified silted drain pipes as 
the culprit for rain water 
flooding. The city cor-
rected the issue and added 
sump pumps as an added 
level of protection. 

Already, the new pumps 
seem to be working and 
after last Thursday night’s 
rain there was no reported 
flooding on the MEW Gre-
enway. 

Sump pumps replaced by City to address MEW Greenway flooding

Two failed sump pumps have been replaced by the city to address recent MEW Greenway 
flooding. 
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Duty” status and was nev-
er added to the National 
Law Enforcement Memo-
rial.”

Officer Anthony, also 
an Eastie resident, said af-
ter careful research look-
ing through Boston Police 
records and records from 
the Quincy Police Depart-
ment of the incident the 
facts were clear. 

Lynch died five days 
after sustaining critical 
injuries when his personal 
vehicle crashed head-on 
into a bridge abutment at 
a high rate of speed on the 
Atlantic Railroad Bridge 
at 165 Hancock Street in 
Quincy.

Lynch, who had joined 
the police department in 

1958, had been assigned 
to a foot post on Dorches-
ter Avenue in Fields Cor-
ner. 

On March 1,  he ob-
served a stolen vehicle at 
approximately 4:00 a.m. 
during the last half hour of 
his shift. He pursued the 
vehicle into Quincy where 
he crashed while attempt-
ing to force the vehicle he 
was chasing off the road. 
The crash was witnessed 
by multiple people ac-
cording to police records. 

The driver of the stolen 
vehicle was never cap-
tured.

Lynch was taken to 
Quincy City Hospital 
where he was suffering 
from a fractured skull, 

broken neck, and internal 
injuries. He died follow-
ing emergency surgery.

Lynch was a U.S Army 
veteran of the Korean 
War. He had served with 
the Boston Police Depart-
ment for five years and 
was assigned to District 
11, Dorchester. He was 
survived by his wife, and 
two children.

“The information was 
gathered and sent to for-
mer Boston Police Com-
missioner William Gross 
who agreed with the find-
ings,” said Anthony. “The 
information was then 
sent down to Washington 
D.C.’s National Law En-
forcement Museum and 
after they reviewed the 
information they certified 
Officer Lynch as “Killed 
in the Line of Duty”. 

Anthony said Lynch’s 
name will finally be added 
to the National Law En-
forcement Memorial Wall 
in June. 

“His name will also be 
added to the Hero Wall at 
Boston Police Headquar-
ters as well as the Massa-
chusetts State House Me-
morial,” said Anthony. 

Officer Lynch’s name 
is one of 11 eleven offi-
cers that have been over-
looked and will be added 
to the National Law En-
forcement Memorial Wall 
this year. Some of these 
officers date back to the 
1800’s.
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                     PRICE

Brenner, Lauren H 120 Bremen LLC 120 Bremen St #2                $460,000

Dever, Sean             120 Bremen LLC 120 Bremen St #3            $487,000

Soto, Felix Dibello, Giuseppe J    190 Bremen St                  $829,000

Fromkin, Caroline Lipper, Dirk 275 Chelsea St #1           $299,000

Viscariello, Brian T   MT 243 Condor Street LLC 243 Condor St #2            $712,000

Treworgy, Brock A Legee, Michael J 24-26 Falcon St #1           $567,000

3 4&5 Lawson Place RT    Michael A Graziano  3 Lawson Pl                $612,500

3 4&5 Lawson Place RT    Michael A Graziano  4 Lawson Pl                $612,500

3 4&5 Lawson Place RT    Michael A Graziano 5 Lawson Pl           $612,500

Star Prop Holdings LLC Michael A Graziano  219 Paris St      $612,500

Bolduc, Timothy M Bane, Steven E 234 Paris St #1              $480,000

Assini, Nicolas C Burke, Emily          1 Prescott St #304          $475,000

30 Properties LLC Rodriguez, Jorge 26-28 Shelby St             $950,000

Franzese, Benjamin Winthrop Maverick LLC 4-8 Winthrop St #103       $300,000

Shangguan, Siyi Winthrop Maverick LLC 4-8 Winthrop St #203      $699,000

Reott, Rebecca M          Winthrop Maverick LLC 4-8 Winthrop St #403        $1,015,000

News in Brief
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• F. Mobed, D.M.D. Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist)
•  R. Satayosh, D.M.D. Periodonstist (Gum Specialist)  

and Implant surgeon
• V. Varasteh, D.M.D. (Cosmetic Dentistry)
• L. Parsi, D.M.D.

•  Cosmetic Dentistry 
Veneers, Invisalign, Bleaching, Botox Injections

• Digital Radiographs
• State-of-the-Art Sterilization Techniques
• Microscope Aided Dentistry

www.ngdental.com

603 Broadway, Revere • 781-289-3600

STATE INCOME  
TAX FILING 
DEADLINE 
EXTENDED          
TO MAY 17

Staff Report

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration last week 
announced the extension 
of the 2020 state individ-
ual income tax filing and 
payment due date from 
April 15 to match the re-
cently-updated May 17 
deadline for filing federal 
individual income taxes. 

Massachusetts taxpay-
ers do not need to file 

any forms or contact the 
Department of Revenue 
directly to qualify for this 
automatic state tax exten-
sion. 

All Massachusetts tax-
payers who received more 
than $8,000 in total gross 
income in calendar year 
2020 must file a state per-
sonal income tax return 
electronically or send it 
postmarked by midnight 
May 17.

Taxpayers are encour-
aged to file their tax re-
turns electronically for the 
quickest refunds.  Learn 
more about filing options 
at mass.gov/dor.

The Baker-Polito Ad-

ministration is committed 
to providing taxpayers 
with safe and efficient 
filing options as well as 
addressing filing ques-
tions and concerns. Tax-
payers who qualify for 
free tax preparation pro-
grams are encouraged to 
check directly with lo-
cal VITA and TCE sites 
for remote working re-
strictions during the 
COVID-10 pandemic. 
As a reminder, the De-
partment’s website offers 
taxpayer and preparer 
resources including free 
E-file options, free fillable 
forms and information on 
locating tax-free help.

Walsh said the two ex-
changed texts Monday 
with Walsh texting, ‘Think 
about this for a minute: A 
little girl from Roxbury 
is about to become may-
or of Boston.” Walsh said 
her response was, ‘Think 
about this for a minute: A 
little boy from Dorches-
ter is about to become the 
… labor secretary of the 
United States of America. 
What an amazing city we 
live in.”

Since Walsh was nomi-
nated as Secretary of La-
bor, Janey has been laser 
focused on transitioning 
into the role as Mayor of 
Boston. Under the city 
charter, Boston’s City 
Council President assumes 
the role of Mayor until an 
election can be held. 

Janey hopes to contin-
ue to lead Boston through 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
with a citywide agenda 
for recovery, reopening 
and renewal.  Janey’s 
pandemic recovery prior-
ities include distributing 
vaccines effectively, re-
turning children to school 
safely, and centering dis-
advantaged workers and 
businesses in the City’s 
economic recovery. Janey 

is committed to ensuring 
the City of Boston reopens 
safely and equitably, with 
relief and renewal in every 
neighborhood.

Janey is a fourth-gen-
eration Roxbury resident 
and her family includes 
a long line of educators, 
entrepreneurs, artists, and 
advocates. She said she 
was raised with values 
that have guided her to 
this day: the importance 
of education, the power 
of community organiz-
ing, and the fundamental 
principles of equity and 
justice.

Janey became a mother 
in high school and worked 
hard to give her daughter 
everything she needed to 
succeed. She began her 
advocacy on behalf of 
children inspired by the 
interconnection of her 
own daughter’s experi-
ences with those of other 
children. 

In her role at Massachu-
setts Advocates for Chil-
dren, Janey championed 
systemic policy reforms 
to increase equity, excel-
lence, access, and oppor-
tunity in Boston Public 
Schools. She placed a spe-
cial focus on eliminating 

opportunity and achieve-
ment gaps for children of 
color, immigrant children, 
students who are learning 
English, children with 
special needs, and those 
living in poverty.

After attending the New 
School for Children, her 
parents enrolled Janey in 
Boston Public Schools. 
In middle school she had 
rocks and racial slurs 
thrown at her during the 
tumultuous busing era. 
Later, Janey attended 
Reading Public Schools 
through the METCO pro-
gram, where she was one 
of two Black students 
in her graduating class. 
Janey went on to attend 
Smith College as an Ada 
Comstock Scholar, but 
withdrew to care for her 
grandfather.

Prior to becoming May-
or, Janey made history 
in 2017 when she was 
elected to the Boston City 
Council as the first wom-
an to represent District 7, 
which includes Roxbury 
and parts of the South 
End, Dorchester, and the 
Fenway. In 2020, she was 
elected by her peers as 
President of the Boston 
City Council. 

Lynch // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By John Lynds

The promised fund-
ing from the landmark 
education bill that was 
signed into law before the 
COVID pandemic hit is 
still up in the air, Boston 
students and parents last 
Tuesday called for state 
officials to fully fund the 
Student Opportunity Act 
Funding (SOA). 

During a virtual press 
conference hosted by the 
Massachusetts Education 
Justice Alliance on Tues-
day students, parents, and 
school committee mem-
bers from cities across 
Massachusetts discussed 
their school funding 
needs, their perspectives 
on in-person school re-
opening this spring, and 
their aspirations for ed-
ucation this summer and 
during the upcoming 
school year.

Boston Public School 
parents Rafaela Polanco 
and Suleika Soto testified 
at the virtual press con-
ference and shared their 
thoughts. 

At the press confer-
ence, which was held 
over Zoom,  Polanco and 
Soto joined students, par-
ents, and school commit-
tee members from Re-
vere, Chelsea, Lawrence, 
Lowell and Randolph to 
discuss safety measures, 

social/emotional and edu-
cational supports, and oth-
er resources they’re look-
ing for from their public 
schools as well as the need 
for substantial state fund-
ing to support those needs. 

“I’m a parent of two 
Boston Public School stu-
dents and a parent orga-
nizer for the Boston Edu-
cation Alliance” said Soto. 
“We as parents, students, 
teachers and community 
members have asked to be 
heard about fair and high 
quality education. Low 
income communities have 
been disproportionately 
affected by COVID so we 
need fully funded schools 
that are fair and just in our 
budget--one where every 
student has access to what 
they need, including safe 
school buildings. Black 
and brown families con-
tinue to be disproportion-
ately affected by COVID 
and a fully and equitable 
funded state budget can 
put us on the right track.”

The SOA overhauled 
the state’s education fund-
ing formula to ensure eq-
uity for all students, espe-
cially those in low-income 
areas.

Because the state has 
not updated its education 
funding formula since 
1993 to reflect districts’ 
real health insurance and 
special education costs, 

the amount of aid being 
provided to cover those 
costs had been too small 
for decades. 

In January 2020 Gover-
nor Charles Baker signed 
S. 2412, An Act Relative 
to Educational Opportu-
nity for Students, or the 
SOA, which would have 
boosted investment in 
public schools by $1.5 bil-
lion annually when fully 
phased in over the next 
seven years.

However, when COVID 
hit in March 2019 budget 
shortfalls pushed SOA 
spending to the wayside. 
Boston Public Schools 
were expected to receive 
millions in SOA funding. 

The state legislature’s 
Ways and Means Com-
mittee met last Tuesday to 
begin reviewing the Gov-
ernor’s proposed FY22 
budget. 

At the press conference 
students and parents plan 
to keep pushing for a true 
commitment to fully fund 
public school and call for 
putting the state’s commit-
ment to public education 
funding back on track. 

One demand by the 
group Tuesday is that 
the state delivers at least 
two of the seven years of 
promised funding increas-
es under the SOA in the 
next state budget.

Boston students and parents call for 
substantial state funding as schools reopen

By John Lynds

The Orient Heights 
Neighborhood Council 
(OHNC) board released 
the voting results from its 
March meeting held last 
Monday night. 

OHNC members voted 
in favor of one develop-
ment project and voted 
against two other projects 
at the meeting. 

The project at 76 Mont-
morenci Ave., former City 
Councilor Sal LaMattina 
plans to change the occu-
pancy of his single family 
home two a two-fami-
ly dwelling and erect an 
addition on the existing 
5,397 square foot parcel.

Members voted 17 to 
7 in favor of the project 
The change of occupancy 
would allow LaMattina 

and his wife, Lisa, to re-
main in their home while 
expanding to a two family 
for their daughter, Liana, 
and her soon-to-be hus-
band Angel Rodriguez. 
Liana and Angel were to 
be married last fall but 
COVID pushed back their 
planned nuptials to this 
September. The couple 
would occupy one of the 
two units proposed. 

The project received 
support from the LaMatti-
na’s neighbors prior to last 
week’s meeting. 

Members then voted 
down the project at 90 
Ashley St. 20 to 9. There 
the proponent, Mr. Robert 
DeLeo, proposed erecting 
a two-family dwelling on 
a vacant lot. Like the La-
Mattina proposal, DeLeo 
wanted to build the home 

for his daughter and her 
family. 

However, neighbors 
that abutt the lot said the 
proposed building was 
too close to their property 
line, even though a drive-
way would separate the 
proposed house from the 
home next door. 

Finally, the group voted 
28 to 16 in opposition to 
the proposal at 1132 Sara-
toga St. 

There the developer 
wanted to erect a 6-unit 
residential dwelling with 7 
parking spaces on a newly 
created 9,285 square foot 
lot. OHNC were against 
the size and scope of the 
project and commented 
that the proposal would 
add too much density to 
an already dense area of 
Orient Heights.

OHNC releases voting results from March meeting
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By John Lynds

The Boston Planning 
and Development Agen-
cy’s Kristina Ricco, Jason 
Ruggiero, Nick Schmidt 
have been making the 
rounds at East Boston’s 
community meetings to 
update residents on where 
the BPDA is on the PLAN: 
East Boston initiative. 

“We are moving into 
an important part of the 
process where we will be 
going out into the commu-
nity to present some rec-
ommendations and some 
suggested changes to East 
Boston zoning and street 
configurations,” said Ric-
co. 

These changes are the 
result of the over 10 work-
shops the BPDA has held 
in the community since 
the launch of the initiative 
in 2018. 

“We have started pre-
paring draft recommen-
dations on updating the 
entire neighborhood zon-
ing article, urban design 
guidelines, and the entire 
transportation network,” 

said Ricco. “There will be 
a community meeting on 
this sometime in April.”

This spring the BPDA 
will preview zoning rec-
ommendations, design 
guidelines and public 
realm scenarios for four 
“character” areas. These 
four character areas in-
clude Neighborhood 
Residential, Squares and 
Corridors, Waterfront and 
Economic Development 
Areas and Regional Con-
nections

“We will also be en-
couraging smaller neigh-
borhood groups to hold 
“do it yourself” work-
shops,” said Ricco. 

In October, the BP-
DAteam released an inter-
im PLAN: East Boston re-
port for the planning study, 
available on the BPDA 
website in English and 
Spanish (https://bpda.app.
box.com/s/hgmqupurzxg-
jnuokzilvs7kk1894hwe1

The interim report fol-
lows two years of com-
munity meetings, work-
shops, neighborhood tours 

and other events that have 
engaged the Eastie com-
munity in the planning 
process to update the 
neighborhood’s outdated 
Master Plan and zoning. 

The BPDA’s Director 
of Planning Lauren Shur-
tleff said the report mea-
sures the neighborhood as 
it exists today as a critical 
first step to adopting a 
new Master Plan for East-
ie. Shurtleff said the doc-
ument presents data and 
trends across six planning 
topics to establish various 
“baseline” conditions in 
the neighborhood. This, 
said Shurtleff, establish-
es important reference 
points for developing fu-
ture PLAN: East Boston 
actions, including people, 
housing, climate and en-
vironment, transportation, 
jobs, and urban form. 

In addition to planners, 
the PLAN: East Boston 
team includes a commu-
nity engagement manager 
who focuses on building 
relationships and reaching 
out to new voices in the 
community. 

In 2018, former Mayor 
Martin Walsh announced 
Eastie was chosen as one 
of five neighborhoods that 
would take part in the BP-
DA’s planning initiative. 
The initiative is part of an 
Imagine Boston 2030 ef-
fort to ‘preserve, enhance 
and grow’ the neighbor-
hood.

The city has been work-
ing closely with Eastie 
community groups, com-
munity leaders and other 
stakeholders to ensure de-
cisions made by the city 
are following the guiding 
principles of “preserves 
wisely, enhances equita-
bly, and grows inclusive-
ly.”

As part of the initiative 
in Eastie comprehensive 
planning will include a fo-
cus on balancing contextu-
ally sensitive development 
alongside preservation. 
There will also be a fo-
cus on supporting existing 
residents and businesses 
through increased access 
to opportunity, affordabil-
ity strategies, and anti-dis-
placement policies.
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LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

SEVEN EAST 
BOSTON 
RESIDENTS NAMED 
TO HONOR ROLL 
AT BC HIGH

 Boston College High 
School is proud to an-
nounce that the following 
students from East Boston 
have been named to the 
school’s Second Quarter 
Honor Roll.  

 BC High successful-
ly reopened for in-person 
learning this past Septem-
ber using a hybrid model, 
with two cohorts of stu-
dents coming onto campus 
on alternating weeks. This 
model provided all BC 
High students with com-
pletely synchronous learn-
ing opportunities through-
out the fall, regardless of 
whether the student was 
at school or at home. The 
school also implemented 
extensive safety protocols 
to help keep students, fac-
ulty, staff, and others safe 
and healthy during the 
global pandemic, and has 
continued to offer in-per-
son instruction.

 Second Quarter High 
Honors Recipients

For High Honors a 
Sophomore, Junior, and 
Senior must have at least 
a 3.80 quality point aver-
age and all grades “C+” 
or higher. Freshmen need 
a 3.6 quality point aver-
age and all grades “C+” or 
higher.

• Iesai Galvan (Class of 
2021)

• Jack Brodin (Class of 
2022)

• Matthew Muneton 
(Class of 2023)

• Gabriel Aviles-Lemus 
(Class of 2024)

• Jesse Ramos (Class of 
2024)

 Second Quarter Hon-
ors Recipients

For Honors a Sopho-
more, Junior, and Senior 
must have at least a 3.20 
quality point average and 
all grades “C-” or higher. 
Freshmen need a 3.165 
quality point average and 
all grades “C-” or higher.

• Maxwell Mercer 
(Class of 2021)

• Thomas Zirpolo 
(Class of 2024)

Boston College High 
School is a Jesuit, Cath-
olic, college-preparatory 
school for young men in 
grades 7 to 12. Founded 
in 1863, the school enrolls 
approximately 1,500 stu-
dents from more than 140 
communities in eastern 
Massachusetts. For more 
information please visit 
bchigh.edu.

REGIS STUDENTS 
MAKE THE    
DEAN’S LIST

Regis College is 
pleased to announce that 
the following resident was 
among the 540 students 
that made the Dean’s List 
for academic achievement 
for the 2020 fall semester. 

* Giancarlo Vasquez, of 
East Boston class of 2022.

To be eligible for the 
Dean’s List as a senior, ju-
nior or sophomore at Re-
gis, a student must have a 
semester grade point aver-
age (GPA) of at least 3.50. 
For first-year students, a 
semester GPA of at least 
3.25 must be attained.

“I am very pleased to 
see so many of our stu-
dents excelling across 
the university,” said Re-
gis College Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs 

Mary Erina Driscoll. “The 
Dean’s List and the di-
versity of academic dis-
ciplines speak to a ded-
icated student body and 
to a faculty that promotes 
intellectual curiosity and 
achievement.”

Regis College is a 
coed, Catholic university 
12 miles west of Boston 
in Weston, Mass. With 
over 3,000 undergradu-
ate, graduate, and doc-
toral students enrolled on 
campus and in fully online 
graduate programs, Regis 
provides an academically 
rigorous education with-
in the schools of nursing, 
arts and sciences, busi-
ness and communication, 
and health sciences. The 
Young School of Nursing 
at Regis has consistently 
been recognized by the 
National League of Nurs-
ing as a Center of Excel-
lence in Nursing Educa-
tion. In line with Regis’ 
mission of providing inno-
vative, industry-focused 
learning opportunities, 
the university offers aca-
demic partnerships with 
hospitals and local em-
ployers, a clinical dental 
center in Waltham, Mass., 
and bachelor’s completion 
and accelerated nursing 
programs at its campus 
in Lawrence, Mass. The 
university’s 20 NCAA Di-
vision III athletic teams 
compete within the Great 
Northeast Athletic Con-
ference (GNAC). Inspired 
by the social justice values 
of its founders, the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Boston, 
Regis engages with ser-
vice initiatives within 
the local community and 
around the world. Visit 
https://www.regiscollege.
edu.

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow
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     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)

Beacon Hill Times(8700)

The Boston Sun(14000) 

Regional Review(3500) 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge(7300)

Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 

Mission Hill Gazette(7000)

Your 
Ad Here!

8 week
minimum
per calendar

year

[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800

Update on Plan East Boston
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LETTER to the Editor

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit en-
gagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, 

sports stories and photos for publication. Items 
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broad-
way, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed 
to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com

East Boston
T i m e s - F r e e  P r e s s Forum

PRESIDENT: Stephen Quigley
PUBLISHER: Debra DiGregorio

EDITOR:: Cary Shuman 
PUBLISHER EMERITUS: John A. Torrone

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mailing 

address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 
Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.
com. Letters must be signed.  

We reserve the right to edit for length and content.

Guest Op-ed

Do your children make you curse?

Scott Heigelmann
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Kirk Dewayne Frank-
lin is an American choir 
director, gospel musician, 
singer, songwriter, and 
author. He is best known 
for leading urban con-
temporary gospel choirs 
such as The Family, God’s 
Property, and One Nation 
Crew. He is a beloved and 
influential figure in the 
gospel music world. 

Instagram exploded 
recently with an audio of 
the famed gospel sing-
er Franklin berating his 
32-year-old son. The son 
posted the audio of the 
verbal exchange between 
he and his father. The au-
dio was a profanity laced 
call that included his fa-
ther the elder Franklin 
threatening to break his 
son’s neck. 

According to the elder 
Franklin there has been 
a 14-year rift between he 
and his son. Many coun-
seling sessions and the 
family’s attempts at try-
ing to resolve the conflict 

have apparently remained 
unsuccessful. For many 
years according to reports 
his son has avoided fam-
ily dinners, holidays and 
other gatherings. National 
television and various me-
dia outlets reported Frank-
lin saying, “Recently, my 
son and I had an argument 
that he chose to record. I 
felt extremely disrespect-
ed in that conversation, 
and I lost my temper. And 
I said words that are not 
appropriate. And I’m sin-
cerely sorry to all of you. 
I sincerely apologize,” 
Franklin said.

Good Morning Ameri-
ca, The Washington Post 
and various other national 
media sources have re-
ported this story which is 
a sad personal family dra-
ma. For many years this 
tension has been a difficult 
rift for this very famous 
family. It’s unfortunate 
that the adult son chose to 
play it out on social media 
which has now become 
national news. 

Many families have 
struggles and no one is 
perfect, including Kirk 
Franklin. He proves once 
again that most people 
have a breaking point and 
it’s never pretty when it 
happens. Most of the time 
it’s the people who we 
love the most and do the 
most for who have a way 
of flipping our switch. 
We often can take a lot 
from strangers and casu-
al acquaintances because 
we really don’t care that 
much what they think or 
even what they say. How-
ever, when it’s a child who 
you have invested your 
entire life into stomps on 
your heart then emotion 
and passion have a way of 
taking over. As Franklin 
proves, words may be said 
that are later regretted. 

It’s unfortunate that 
even the best of people 
have feelings and words 
that can come out so ugly. 
Where do they come 
from? Ugly words often 
come from unresolved 

hurt and pain that have 
become toxic. Poison is 
deadly. We allow poison 
to be bottled up deep in 
our hearts. In verbal al-
tercations like the Frank-
lin’s the bucket falls deep 
into the well of the heart 
and sadly what comes up 
is the pain and poison of 
past hurts that have been 
unresolved. We all have to 
guard our hearts and what 
we allow to take root. 
None of us need anything 
that might spring up to 
hurt us and others. 

Let’s pray for the Frank-
lins. Most families have 
had moments not scripted 
for the national spotlight. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

VIOLENCE AGAINST 
THE AAPI COMMUNITY         

MUST END

Prejudice, discrimination, and violence against 
members of the Asian American and Pacific Islander 
(AAPI) community has existed ever since immigrants 
from China began to arrive in America in the 1850s.

The first anti-immigration law in our nation’s history, 
the Chinese Exclusion Act, specifically targeted Chi-
nese immigrants in 1882 and was still the law of the 
land until 1943.

The wrongful detention of Japanese-Americans in 
camps during WWII has become well-known to every 
high school student of American history.

Locally, our newspapers through the years have re-
ported on numerous incidents of hate in the Boston area, 
ranging from the graffiti and vandalism that plagued a 
popular Japanese restaurant in Winthrop Centre in the 
1980s to the arson fires in Revere in the 1980s that cul-
minated with the blaze in December, 1990, that drove 
more than 150 persons, mostly from the Revere Cam-
bodian community, from their homes.

The tragic shooting late last week in Atlanta by 21 
year-old Robert Aaron Long that targeted Asian-Amer-
ican employees in massage parlors is just the lat-
est example of the growing trend of violence against 
Asian-Americans that was encouraged by the rhetoric 
of certain public figures who fed the flames of racial an-
imosity with terms such as the “China virus” and “the 
kung-flu” to describe the COVID-19 pandemic.

The targeting of members of the AAPI community 
must stop. Hopefully, with a new administration that 
has rejected the divisive rhetoric of the past and a re-
newed determination by law enforcement to prosecute 
every incident of racially-motivated violence, our soci-
ety can put an end to this virus of hate.

 

THE ATLANTA SHOOTINGS: 
A CONFLUENCE FOR A PER-

FECT STORM

In addition to the obvious targeting of Asian-Amer-
icans in the tragic shootings in Atlanta, there were two 
other factors that created a perfect storm for this sort of 
tragedy to take place.

The first was the easy and immediate access for the 
purchase of a high-capacity weapon by the 21 year-old 
perpetrator of the shootings, who was able to buy the 
gun on Tuesday morning and kill six people that after-
noon.

The idea of a waiting period -- also known as a cool-
ing-off period -- between the purchase of a gun and the 
delivery into the hands of the buyer has been shown to 
be an effective measure in saving lives. According to 
a recent study, states with mandatory waiting periods 
— regardless of their length — had an average of 17 
percent fewer murders and 10 percent fewer suicides 
by guns.

The second factor was the influence of the young 
man’s church upon his mind from an early age. This 
is by no means an excuse for his murderous spree, but 
it is to say that he clearly had been brainwashed by the 
extreme and confusing messages from his evangelical 
church about sex that led him to believe that he had 
an unnatural sex addiction that he could quell only by 
taking extreme measures.

When there are tragedies such as the shootings in At-
lanta, we all want easy answers. But in reality, the truth 
of what drives persons to commit such heinous acts are 
not always easily understood, even by the perpetrators 
themselves.

I WILL BRING 
BOSTON WITH ME

To the people of Boston,
Monday, the United 

States Senate voted to 
confirm me as the next 
Secretary of Labor. I am 
deeply honored to serve 
my country in this way at 
such a critical moment in 
our history.

Before I depart, I want 
to say thank you to the 
City and the people who 
helped make me the per-
son I am today. I have 

spent my entire life in 
Boston. It’s the City that 
welcomed my immigrant 
parents, and it’s the City 
that gave me a chance to 
follow my dreams.

When I became May-
or in 2014, I said I would 
listen, I would learn, and I 
would lead together with 
you. That is what we did, 
every moment of my time 
in this office. Our City’s 
success is due to all of 
you who advocated for 
a better, more inclusive 
future for the city we all 

love. This spirit of col-
laboration, compassion, 
and community has been 
especially clear during the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic. Our City has come 
together in extraordinary 
ways to look out for one 
another. My heart is filled 
with pride.

I want you to know: 
Wherever I go, I will 
bring Boston with me. I 
will work to make the new 
administration in Wash-
ington, D.C., the best fed-
eral partner Boston and 

America’s cities have ever 
had, and I will never stop 
fighting for the values we 
believe in.

I hope you and your 
families are staying safe 
and well during this uncer-
tain time. There are better 
days ahead, and I have no 
doubt you will continue 
to show the world what 
it means to be Boston 
Strong.

Sincerely,
Marty Walsh
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Work at Happy Valley 
East Boston!
OPENING JUNE 2021

Happy Valley East Boston
220 McClellan Hwy.
Boston, MA 02128

Do you want to work in the cannabis industry for one of the fastest growing 
companies in MA? Do you speak Spanish? 

Happy Valley is hiring and hold a job fair:

Date + Time Thursday, March 25th
 11am to 2pm

Location Happy Valley - East Boston
 220 McClellan Hwy.
 Boston, MA 02128

Sales Associate
“Budtender” – cannabis education and sales

Shift Lead
Management retail position. Cash handling, cannabis sales, 
staff management.

Receptionist
Front of house check-in service and customer profile management.

Custodial
Cleaning and building maintenance.

Security Associate
ID verification, parking lot control, general security duties.

Fulfillment Associate
Inventory bag fulfillment, online ordering management.

Customer Experience Representative
Answering customer questions via phone, email and chat, 
provide product recommendations.

Apply on-site, meet the staff and learn why Happy Valley is the best 
cannabis company to work for in MA. We offer competitive starting hourly 
rates and full medical, dental and vision benefits.

Positions Available in East Boston:

Follow @HappyValleyMAHappyValley.org

By John Lynds

In East Boston, 3.5 
percent of our neighbors 
are Asian Americans, and 
while they make up a small 
minority of our overall 
population they contribute 
greatly to the fabric of the 
community as business 
owners, parents, students, 
and community activists. 

The recent trend of vio-
lence against Asian Amer-
icans has been shocking 
and the shooting in At-
lanta that killed six Asian 
Americans at three spas 
last week has shaken us all 
to our core. 

City Councilor Mi-
chelle Wu, who is vying 
to become Boston’s first 
Asian American Mayor of 
Boston, responded to the 
recent uptick in violence 
towards the Asian Ameri-
can community across the 
US as well as the Atlanta 
shooting. 

“I join our Asian Amer-
ican community in mourn-
ing and solidarity follow-
ing the senseless shootings 

in the Atlanta area,” said 
Wu in a statement. “It’s 
heartbreaking and appall-
ing to see the anti-Asian 
harassment, violence, and 
now mass murder that 
has accelerated over the 
past year — part of a long 
history of racism in Amer-
ica that we all must fight 
to end. And all too often, 
the most silenced mem-
bers of our community 
— Asian American elders 
and women working in in-
visible industries — have 
borne the brunt of these 
attacks.”

Wu said the unconscio-
nable blaming of Asian 
American communities 
for the devastation from 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has reinforced the sense 
of invisibility and perpet-
ual foreigner status that so 
many have known their 
entire lives.

“Growing up as the 
daughter of immigrants 
from Taiwan, some of 
my most vivid childhood 
memories involve racist 
encounters with strang-

ers,” she continued. “Peo-
ple who knew nothing 
about me except for my 
appearance feeling em-
powered to pull eyes into 
slits or chant ching chong 
sounds. That constant 
feeling of needing to be 
aware, ready, on guard 
whenever out in public. 
Since before COVID-19 
was spreading in the Unit-
ed States, Asian American 
communities have been on 
edge, reeling from the im-
pacts.”

Wu said Boston has not 
been immune to these in-
cidents and in every city 
across the country, we 
must build community to 
protect and celebrate in-
tersectional identities.

“We will stop Asian 
hate and combat racism by 
meeting this moment, by 
building a city for every-
one, by transforming our 
systems to see and value 
every life,” she said. 

Wu also encouraged 
residents to support the 
Asian Community Emer-
gency Relief Fund.

“Today, we’re asking 
for you to make a dona-
tion to support the Greater 
Boston area’s Asian Com-
munity Emergency Relief 
Fund to help provide di-
rect financial support to 
Asian and Asian Ameri-
can Boston residents who 
are having trouble meet-
ing their basic needs,” said 
Wu. “If you can, please 
chip in to the Asian Com-
munity Emergency Relief 
Fund. Your donation will 
go towards providing aid 
to those in our city’s Asian 
American community 
who need it most.”

The fund can be found 
at https://donorbox.org/
covid19-relief-fund?utm_
campaign=mfb&utm_me-
dium=wu-email&utm_
source. 

Asian Americans ac-
count for 6 percent of all 
the COVID 19 cases and 
8 percent of all the deaths 
in Boston. While count-
less communities are se-
verely impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Asian American commu-

nity in Greater Boston is 
being hit harder than most. 
Many are immigrants who 
work in food, hospitality, 
home care, and child care 
sectors that have been 
closed. Consequently, 
these workers have lost 
their incomes. Because 
of language barriers and 
immigration status, not 
everyone can access pub-
lic benefits like unemploy-
ment and the new stimulus 
dollars. These families are 
in jeopardy of not having 
enough money to buy ba-

sic necessities and pay for 
housing. 

So far the fund has 
raised and distributed over 
$350,000 and helped 327 
families, totaling 946 in-
dividuals and 55.5 percent 
of the fund went to fami-
lies with undocumented 
members, and the remain-
ing fund helped families 
that were ineligible for 
other public benefits be-
cause of their immigrant 
status.

Mayoral Candidate Michelle Wu responds to Atlanta shooting, violence against Asian Americans

City Councilor and Mayoral Candidate Michelle Wu.

April is Parkinson’s 
Disease Awareness Month 
and the American Parkin-
son Disease Association 
(APDA) Massachusetts 
Chapter and Information 
and Referral Center is hard 
at work to raise awareness 
of Parkinson’s disease 
(PD), deliver vital pro-
grams and services in the 
community, and help local 
residents get involved and 
support a cause that is im-
portant to them. In Massa-
chusetts alone, more than 
17,000 people over the 
age of 60 are diagnosed 
and living with PD.  

The APDA Massachu-
setts Chapter has a full 

roster of activities planned 
for the month (and be-
yond) and many ways for 
people to get involved. 
(For the safety of all in-
volved, all events and pro-
grams will be held virtual-
ly.)

The extensive health 
concerns and restrictions 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic have been challeng-
ing for everyone, but for 
people with PD and their 
care partners who were 
already tackling the daily 
challenges of life with PD, 
the impact has been sig-
nificant. Now more than 
ever, it is critical to sup-
port, engage and inform 

the PD community and 
raise awareness about this 
disease, and Parkinson’s 
Disease Awareness Month 
is a great time to shine a 
spotlight on this issue. 

Over the past year, 
APDA has created exten-
sive virtual programming 
to make sure that people 
living with PD have what 
they need during this dif-
ficult time. From online 
exercise programs to help 
keep people moving when 
they can’t get to their 
in-person fitness classes, 
to educational webinars 
where they can ask PD ex-
perts their questions right 
from their own living 

rooms, and even virtual 
group singing and art pro-
grams -- APDA has been 
there for them every step 
of the way.  

For the month of April, 
the APDA MA Chapter 
Information and Referral 
Center will be delivering 
virtual support groups, 
information sessions and 
exercise guidance and 
program.  

“Every nine minutes 
there is a new diagnosis of 
PD, which means that in 
April alone nearly 5,000 
people in this country will 
learn they have PD,” states 
Bill Patjane, Executive 
Director of APDA’s Mas-

sachusetts Chapter. “Here 
in Massachusets we are 
the boots on the ground 
– we are in the commu-
nities, providing the sup-
port, education, programs, 
and services people need 
to live their best lives. 
We’ve been able to main-
tain this support despite 
the pandemic thanks to 
virtual opportunities, and 
we look forward to seeing 
our PD community in per-
son as soon as it is safe to 
do so.” 

The support of the gen-
eral public is crucial, and 
April is the perfect time to 
take action that can help 
the more than one million 

people in the United States 
coping with this chronic 
neurological movement 
disorder, and also fund re-
search that will lead us to 
better treatments and ulti-
mately, a cure. Visit www.
apdaparkinson.org to 
learn more.

For more information 
about APDA programs, 
services and support in 
Massachusetts, contact 
the APDA MA Chapter 
and Information & Refer-
ral Centerat 617-638-8466 
or apdama@apdaparkin-
son.org, located at 72 East 
Concord St., Room C3, 
Boston, MA 02118.

American Parkinson Disease Association kicks-off Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month
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All of this information 
will be posted in detail at 
Boston.gov/coronavirus. 

Eastie’s COVID in-
fection rate increased by 
only 1 percent last week 
and went from 1,462.4 
cases per 10,000 resi-
dents to 1,477.4 cases 
per 10,000 residents. The 
citywide average is 905.3 
cases per 10,000 resi-
dents. 

An additional 70 East-
ie residents contracted 
the virus and there are 
now 6,933 confirmed 
cases, up from the 6,863 
reported two weeks ago. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the number 
of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive 
cases of coronavirus in-
creased 1.8 percent  per-
cent last week and went 
from   61,025 cases to 
62,170 confirmed cases 
in a week. Fourteen ad-
ditional Boston residents 
died from the virus last 
week and there are now 
1,327 total deaths in the 
city from COVID.

Guard // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE CITY OF BOSTON CAN HELP YOU
save money on your water and sewer bill.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh #BOSCanHelp BOS:311

Boston Water and Sewer Commission now provides seniors and
disabled homeowners a 30% discount on the sewer portion of their
monthly bill to go with the 30% discount on water. New discount
automatically applied to those already signed up. Are you eligible 
but don’t presently get a discount? Call 617-989-7800 to get signed up.

APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE AT:
HOMECENTER.BOSTON.GOV

617.635.4663

Homes are sold by lottery. Only qualified applicants may enter. The property is deed-restricted; 
owner-occupancy requirements apply. Income and asset limitations apply.  Requirements:  First 
time homebuyer. Homebuyer will need to complete an approved homebuyer education course 
prior to closing. Preferences: Boston Residency preference. Preference for households with a 
mobility impairment for accessible unit. Preference for households who meet or exceed the 
number of bedrooms.  Income limits for qualified buyers are based on 80% and 100% Area Median 
Income Limits as defined by HUD. Information is subject to change. We are not responsible for 
errors or omissions. Please note: Persons with disabilities and those with limited English language 
proficiency are entitled to request a reasonable accommodation.

Buyer will be selected by lottery.  
DEADLINE FOR LOTTERY APPLICATIONS 
IS APRIL 23, 2021.

Eight Affordable Condominiums Located at 
139 Carolina Ave and 71-79 Call Street in Jamaica Plain

Call Carolina

The 80% AMI 2 bedroom unit is built-out 
for persons with mobility impairments. 

Units range from single story to three stories and 
some feature an unfinished basement and patio.

All condominiums have hardwood floors, central air,
 and washer and dryer hookups.

Six condos for households at or below 80% AMI
One 2-bedroom, 1 bathroom units at $221,900 
Five 4-bedroom, 2 bathroom units at $288,700

 
Two condos for households at or below 100% AMI

One 2-bedroom, 1 bathroom unit at $288,700
One 4-bedroom, 2 bathroom unit at $366,900 

1 persons

$83,300

2 persons

$95,200 

3 persons

$107,100

4 persons

$119,000

5 persons

$128,550

To qualify for the 100% AMI units, your annual income must be equal to or less than: 

$138,050

6 persons

1 persons

$66,650

2 persons

$76,200 

3 persons

$85,700

4 persons

$95,200

5 persons

$102,850

To qualify for the 80% AMI units, your annual income must be equal to or less than: 

$110,450

6 persons

By John Lynds 

Last week the cumula-
tive COVID-19 positive 
test rate in Eastie stayed 
the same while the week-
ly positive test rate de-
creased after experiencing 
a bit of a spike two weeks 
ago. 

According to the lat-
est data released by the 
Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC), of 
the 36,660 Eastie resi-
dents tested for COVID 
since the pandemic be-
gan, 18.9 percent overall 
were found to be positive 
for the virus. This was the 
same percentage reported 
by the BPHC two weeks 
ago. 

Last week, 1,841 Eastie 
residents were tested for 
the virus and 4.3 percent 
were positive--a 18.6 per-
cent decrease from the 3.5 
percent reported by the 
BPHC two weeks ago. 

Citywide, 27,067 res-
idents were tested and 
3.6 percent were COVID 
positive--this was a 5.5 
decrease from the 3.6 per-
cent positive test rate re-
ported by the BPHC two 
weeks ago. 

In his last press briefing 
Friday before heading to 
Washington D.C. to serve 
as U.S. Secretary of La-
bor, former Mayor Martin 
Walsh said ICU occupan-
cy has continued to go 
down and the case num-
bers have stayed below 
the city’s thresholds of 
concern for about a month 
now. 

“We are ready to move 
forward in our reopen-
ing,” he said. Acting May-
or Kim Janey will now 
take over the reins and 
oversee Boston’s reopen-
ing process. 

On Monday the state 
moved to Phase 4 Step 1 
of the statewide reopen-
ing plan. This means that 
more activities and in-
dustries will be allowed 
to be open, and capacity 
limits for event venues 

and public settings will be 
expanded. 

Boston, will move into 
a modified Phase 4 Step 
1, consistent with the cau-
tious approach the city has 
taken throughout the pan-
demic. 

Starting on March 22, 
the State will allow in-
door and outdoor stadi-
ums, arenas, and ballparks 
to open with a strict 12 
percent capacity limit in 
place, after they submit a 
plan to the Department of 
Public Health. The City of 
Boston will align with this 
step. 

“But, moving forward, 
we will only allow these 
venues to go above 12 
percent capacity if the 
State allows it and if Bos-
ton’s positivity rate stays 
under 2.75 percent, for 
two consecutive weeks, 
as calculated by the City,” 
said Walsh. “We are also 
requiring these venues to 
submit their safety plan 
to the City’s Licensing 
Board.”

On March 22, the State 
will expand gathering lim-
its for event venues and 
public settings to 100 peo-
ple indoors and 150 peo-
ple outdoors. The City of 
Boston will also increase 
gathering limits for event 
venues and public set-
tings, but they will not be 
as high as the State’s lim-
its. Boston will allow up 
to 60 people indoors and 
100 people outdoors. 

Under the State’s guid-
ance, outdoor gathering 
limit at private residences 
will remain at a maximum 
of 25 people, and limits 
for indoor house gather-
ings will remain at 10 peo-
ple. The same goes for the 
City of Boston.

Live musical perfor-
mances will be allowed 
at restaurants in Boston. 
This includes all live en-
tertainment except sing-
ing. Singing is still not 
allowed indoors because 
of the risk of spreading re-
spiratory droplets. 

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighborhood that tracks infec-
tion rates and COVID testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 

Weekly COVID positive test rate decreases in Eastie

Ballroom in Revere – now 
called Oceanside.”

The Guard will contin-
ue to make qualified per-
sonnel available to the Ex-
ecutive Office of Health 
and Human Services for 
deployment to facilities 
requesting assistance. 

“Staffing for our vacci-

nation sites is a big chal-
lenge,” said Snyder. “We 
have opened multiple sites 
in a variety of our service 
areas and will be giving 
out thousands of vaccines 
every week.  In addition 
to redeploying our own 
staff and hiring others, we 
are greatly appreciative to 

have been sent medical-
ly trained troops from the 
National Guard to assist in 
giving out vaccinations.”

The National Guard has 
personnel with a range 
of applicable expertise 
within its ranks, including 
physicians, nurse practi-
tioners, physician assis-

tants, nurses, emergency 
medical technicians, and 
medics. These individuals 
have already administered 
the vaccine to 1,000 eligi-
ble Massachusetts soldiers 
and airmen, and now shift 
their focus to assisting in 
clinical settings for eligi-
ble members of the public.

The Massachusetts As-
sociation of REALTORS  
(MAR) reported a steady 
rise in closed sales for the 
month of February. Closed 
sales on single- family 
homes rose a total of 8.1 
percent while condomini-
ums also increased 6.0 
percent compared to Feb-
ruary of 2020. Inventory is 
again hitting record lows 
as single-family homes 
are down 68.4 percent 

over February 2020 and 
condo inventory is down 
33.6 percent, a remarkable 
jump from January 2021’s 
64.0 percent and 26.1 per-
cent, respectively.

Home prices have been 
on a steady rise in recent 
months, with February’s 
data staying on trend. 
The median price for sin-
gle-family homes was 
$462,500, an increase of 
17.1 percent and condo-

minium prices rose by 
5.1 percent to $425,750, 
when compared to Febru-
ary 2020. Prices are be-
ing driven again by high 
demand, low supply, and 
interest rates continuing to 
hit record lows.

“While interest rates did 
increase in February com-
pared to January, they re-
main lower than previous 
years’ and this is contrib-
uting to the strong buyer 

demand. This is not some-
thing I believe will ma-
jorly impact home sales, 
though it is important to 
take this shift into con-
sideration when thinking 
about buying or selling a 
home as interest rates 
contribute to the overall 
affordability index,” says 
Steve Medeiors, 2021 
President of MAR and 
Realtor at Keller Williams 
Realty.

February median prices for state’s single-family homes and condos in 
continue to surge past previous years, inventory reaching new record lows

Members of the Massachusetts National Guard pose with EBNHC CMO Dr. Jackie Fantes (left), EBNHC CEO Manny Lopes 
(right) and EBNHC staff at the Health Center’s Liverpool Street Vaccine site.



Wednesday, March 24, 2021 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Page 7
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 
7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30am Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY MARCH 25TH, 2021 THROUGH WEDNESDAY MARCH  31ST, 2021

Pillsbury Cake Mixes ...................................10/$10.00
Ronzoni Pasta ..............................................10/$10.00

(ex gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready)
Hunts Diced Tomatoes  14 oz ..................10/$10.00
Cool Whip  8 oz.............................................10/$10.00
Heinz Gravies ....................................................2/$3.00
Gold Medal Flour  5 lb bag ..............................2/$4.00

(ex organic)
Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice  64 oz ............ 2/$5.00

(ex 100%)
Best Yet Potato Chips ....................................2/$4.00
Kens Salad Dressing ....................................... 2/$5.00
Duncan Hines Brownie Mix .............................. 4/$5.00
Duncan Hines Frostings ...................................3/$5.00
Hellmann's Mayonnaise  30 oz .......................2/$7.00
McCain French Fries ........................................ 2/$5.00
Ellios Pizza ........................................................2/$6.00
Sara Lee Pound Cake .............................................$3.99 
Philadelphia Cream Cheese Brick Pack only ..3/$5.00
Hood Sour Cream  16 oz ................................2/$4.00
Pillsbury Cookies .............................................. 2/$5.00

(ex character type)

Kretschmar Spiral Ham ................................$6.99/lb
Margherita Genoa Salami.............................$6.99/lb
Margherita Boneless Prosciutto ................$8.99/lb
Russer Wunderbar German Bologna ..........$2.99/lb
McCadam Muenster Cheese ........................ $4.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, March 26th to Sunday March 28th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples .................2/$5.00
Sweet & Juicy Cantaloupe ..............................2/$3.00
Sweet Tropical Mangoes ................................. 4/$5.00
Fresh Jumbo Red Onions ....................................79¢/lb 
Crisp California Celery Hearts ........................2/$5.00
Fresh & Juicy California Lemons .....................2/$1.00

Bakery

BAKERY
Asst. Scones 3pk ............................................$4.49

DELI 
Land O' Lakes American Cheese .............. $4.99/lb
Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast ................. $4.99/lb
Hans Kissle Tortellini Salad ......................$5.99/lb

PRODUCE
Fresh Green Tender Asparagus ................$1.99/lb
Fresh & Sweet Seedless Red Grapes .....$1.89/lb
Fresh Hot House Slicing Tomatoes .........$1.79/lb

MEAT
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Breast .....$1.99/lb
Family Pack Boneless Sirloin Strip Steaks ...........

$8.99/lb

GROCERY
Hood Ice Cream ............................................2/$5.00
Dunkin Donuts K-Cups .....................................$5.99
Tropicana Orange Juice  89 oz .............. 2/$11.00

Chocolate Eclairs  4 pk .......................................$3.79 
King's Hawaiian Rolls assorted varieties ........ $3.99 
8" Blueberry Pie ...................................................$4.99 
Our Own Bagels assorted varieties  4 pk ........$2.49 

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Bone-In Center Cut Pork Chops ...................$2.39/lb
Boneless Top Sirloin Steaks .........................$3.99/lb
Grade A Bone-In Chicken Thighs .................. $0.79/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ....................... $0.79/lb
Bone-In Center Cut Pork Roast ...................$2.29/lb
Spoon Roast Beef .......................................... $4.29/lb

Carando Hams assorted sizes available
Bone-In Spiral Ham ........................................$2.99/lb
Boneless Spiral Ham ......................................$3.99/lb
Sugardale Sliced Bacon ..............................2/$10.00
Simply Mashed Potatoes ..............................2/$5.00
Al Fresco All Natural Cooked Chicken Sausage .....2/$8.00

Family Pack Specials

Copy for a Sticky due
3 weeks prior to  run date

Four Options to Choose From

$900

7,000 COPIES
2-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
2-COLOR

4-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE A COMBINATION OF COLORS.
2-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE MADE WITH ANY 2 COLORS

7,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM       DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
781-485-0588

$600 $800$700

Call or Email Your Rep Today! 

STICK TO IT!
Share your message in our 
paper with a STICKY NOTE

OPEN HOUSE?
STICK IT!

FUNDRAISER?
STICK IT!

NEED-TO-KNOW  
INFO?
STICK IT!

Keep your name in 
the eyes of our 
thousands of 

readers!

Wednesday, August 19, 2020

BOOK YOUR POST ITCall Your Advertising Rep(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient HeightsEast Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 
eastietimes.com

LOVE WHERE
 YOU LIVE.

BLOCK8.LIVE

By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

See SUFFOLK Page 8

See HARBOR Page 2

See SUMMER Page 2

See YMCA Page 6

Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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By John Lynds

Former President Don-
ald Trump tried to end it, 
the Supreme Court over-
ruled him and now leg-
islation is afoot to create 
a pathway to citizenship 
for Dreamers, Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) 
and Deferred Enforced 
Departure (DED) holders.

The Obama-era pro-
grams have helped many 
East Boston residents ful-
fill their life goals--goals 
that may have otherwise 
been unfulfilled if they 
didn’t have protective sta-
tus in the US. 

However, one of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s first 
orders of business after 
assuming office was to 

end TPS, DED and De-
ferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals, or DACA, 
programs that allow some 
individuals with unlawful 
presence to receive a re-
newable two-year period 
of deferred action from 
deportation. 

On June 18, 2020, SCO-
TUS ruled that the way 
the Trump administration 
ended these programs was 
arbitrary and not justified, 
and therefore violated the 
Administrative Procedure 
Act. 

Now, there is legislation 
being considered to create 
a pathway for citizenship 
for thousands in the pro-
grams. 

Last week, U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna 

Pressley, who represents 
Eastie, delivered remarks 
on the House floor about 
the legislation. 

“There is more work 
to be done, but this bill 
moves us in the right di-
rection of a more just 
America -- one which val-
ues the lives of immigrants 
and not just their labor,” 
said Pressley about H.R. 
6, the Dream and Promise 
Act. “The tragic events of 
this week underscore both 
our responsibility and the 
urgency we must move 
to legislate our values 
and to stand on the side 
of justice. I represent the 
Massachusetts 7th Dis-
trict, which is 40 percent 
immigrants. I rise today in 
solidarity with them. H.R. 

6 is a critical step towards 
citizenship for Dreamers, 
TPS and DED holders.”

Over at the East Boston 
Ecumenical Community 
Council, Executive Di-
rector Frank Ramirez ap-
plauded Pressley as well 
as the bill’s sponsors, Rep. 
Lucille Roybal-Allard 
(D-CA) and Rep. Nyd-
ia Velázquez (D-NY) for 
taking the lead. 

“I also want to thank 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
who for a long time con-
sidered essential the pas-
sage of this bill to provide 
a pathway to citizenship 
for Dreamers as well as 
permanent legal protec-
tions for TPS (Tempo-
rary Protected Status) re-
cipients,” said Ramirez. 

“Since President Obama  
first signed DACA the 
EBECC has been involved 
in a national campaign for 
the passage of the Dream 
Act.”

For years EBECC, who 
helps immigrant families 
in Eastie with a whole host 
of issues, has actively tar-
geted the “Dreamers” age 
group by holding informa-
tional sessions, screenings 
and applications prepara-
tions to benefit all eligible 
youths. 

“We also conducted an 
open house, doing on the 
spot screening process in 
which attorneys, and staff 
and other trained volun-
teers were available to re-
view documents and indi-
vidual cases to determine 

eligibility for deferred 
action,” said Ramirez. 
“We feel heartened and 
reassured that members 
of the House will support 
this sound and prudent, 
long-overdue answer so 
that these American fami-
lies can no longer feel in a 
limbo suffering uncertain-
ty and obstacles to their 
dreams.”

Ramirez added, “I agree 
with Representative Press-
ley that there is more work 
to be done and that the bill 
moves in the right direc-
tion in enacting true im-
migration solutions as it 
offers critical protections 
for TPS recipients.”

U.S. Rep. Pressley delivers remarks on the Dream and Promise Act on House floor

Staff Report

The Massachusetts 
Registry of Motor Vehicles 
(RMV) has announced 
expanded, designated 
Wednesday in-person ap-
pointment hours for se-
niors from those 75 years 
of age or older to those 
65 years of age or old-
er. Beginning March 24, 
customers who are 65 
years of age or older will 
be able to book in-person 
transaction appointments 
in April during designated 
Wednesday senior hours 
online at Mass.Gov/RMV. 
Services that are available 
for customers during des-
ignated senior hours in-
clude driver’s license and 
ID renewals and registra-
tion and title transactions.

Designated senior ser-
vice hours began on Sept. 
2, 2020, to offer custom-
ers 75 and older dedicat-
ed times and flexibility 
to conduct their required 
in-person license or ID 
renewals while facilitating 
“social-distancing” pro-
tocols to keep customers 
and staff safe and healthy.

Senior appointment 
hours for license or ID 

renewals, and registra-
tion and title services ap-
pointments are offered on 
Wednesdays at the fol-
lowing 17 RMV Service 
Center locations (hours 
vary by location): Brock-
ton, Danvers, Fall River, 
Greenfield, Lawrence, 
Leominster, Martha’s 
Vineyard, Nantucket, 
New Bedford, North Ad-
ams, Pittsfield, Plymouth, 
Revere, South Yarmouth, 
Springfield, Watertown, 
and Worcester.

Below are the options 
for anyone 65 years of 
age or older to schedule 
in-person appointments 
during designated service 
hours:

•If you are a AAA 
member, you may make 
a reservation now to re-
new your driver’s license/
ID or conduct certain oth-
er transactions at a AAA 
location. Visit aaa.com/
appointments to schedule 
your visit.

•If you are not a AAA 
member, visit Mass.Gov/
RMV to make a reserva-
tion to renew or conduct 
most other transactions at 
an RMV Service Center. 
Visit the Make/Cancel a 

Reservation transaction 
tab in the myRMV Ser-
vice Center and select 
“Senior Transaction” for 
all available RMV trans-
actions. Reservations can 
be booked two weeks in 
advance.

•Email the RMV for 
assistance: MassDO-
TRMVSeniors@dot.state.
ma.us. 

•Call the RMV at 857-
368-8005.

General appointments 
for license and ID renew-
als or registration and title 
transactions, as well as 
other essential in-person 
needs including drop-off 
registration and title ser-
vices, are available to all 
customers at select loca-
tions throughout the busi-
ness week.

Additional information 
on RMV service offerings 
and appointments can be 
found at www.Mass.Gov/
RMV, including more than 
40 transactions that can be 
conducted online, by mail, 
or by phone.  The RMV 
recommends that all cus-
tomers get ready online 
before their appointment.

Anyone conducting 
in-person business at 

an RMV customer ser-
vice location must wear 
a face-covering and will 
continue to be served by 

appointment only.  Ap-
pointments for many 
RMV transactions can 
also be made at AAA 

customer locations if the 
customer is a member of 
AAA.

RMV expanding designated senior Wednesday appointment hours to customers 65 or older
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Monday, March 29 
6-7:30pm (ET) 
Join The Trustees Boston Waterfront Initiative for the second 
Piers Park III public meeting. A first draft of the future park 
design will be shared during this event and attendees will be 
encouraged to give input, and ask questions.

TO REGISTER:
onewaterfront.thetrustees.org/community-events 

The Trustees has received official site developer designation 
from Massport to transform the pier adjacent to Piers Park 
and Piers Park II into a signature public waterfront destination, 
Piers Park III. Landscape architect Michael Van Valkenburgh 
Associates, Inc. will lead the park design process, working with 
the community and The Trustees to gather and incorporate 
public input. Meetings with neighborhood associations and 
community groups began this fall, with outreach continuing 
throughout the project.

Martes, el 30 de marzo 
6-7:30pm (ET) 
Participe en la segunda reunión pública de Piers Park III con The 
Trustees Boston Waterfront Initiative. Durante este evento, se 
presentará el primer borrador del diseño del parque futuro. Se 
sugiere a los participantes que expresen sus opiniones sobre 
este primer borrador y están invitados a hacer preguntas. 

REGISTRARSE:
onewaterfront.thetrustees.org/community-events 

Los Trustees of Reservations recibieron la designación oficial 
como desarrollador del sitio de Massport para transformar el 
muelle adyacente a Piers Park y Piers Park II en un importante 
destino público en la costanera, Piers Park III. El arquitecto 
especialista en paisajismo Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, 
Inc. liderará el proceso del diseño del parque, trabajando con la 
comunidad y los Trustees para obtener e incorporar la opinión 
del público. Las reuniones con asociaciones del vecindario y 
grupos comunitarios comenzaron este otoño, y las actividades 
de extensión continuarán durante el proyecto. 
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Staff Report 

The Justices of the Su-
preme Judicial Court have 
announced the appoint-
ment of Steven Duncan as 
the Judiciary’s new Chief 
Information Officer effec-
tive April 1. In this role, 
Duncan, a technology pro-
fessional with more than 
20 years of experience, 
will oversee technology 
planning and implemen-
tation for the Massachu-
setts Appellate and Trial 
Courts. Most recently, he 
served as the Director of 
Information Technology 
for Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government.

 “Technology is a criti-
cal component to ensuring 
access to justice for court 
users,” said Supreme Ju-
dicial Court Chief Justice 
Kimberly Budd. “The 
state’s courts will benefit 
greatly from Steve Dun-
can’s experience across 
the range of IT functions 
needed to modernize and 
enhance court system op-
erations.” 

“During the pandemic, 
the innovative use of tech-
nology has improved the 
court’s ability to respond 
to the needs of court us-
ers,” said Trial Court Ad-
ministrator John Bello. 
“As we seek capital re-

sources to modernize our 
infrastructure and practic-
es, we welcome Steve’s 
knowledge and skills as a 
manager who has imple-
mented new technology 
with a focus on collabo-
ration and continuous im-
provement.” 

As Harvard Kennedy 
School’s Director of In-
formation Technology, 
Duncan helped shape the 
institution’s technology 
and capital investment 
strategies, while leading 
a transformation across 
critical digital infrastruc-
ture areas, including: 
enhanced information 
security programs, migra-

tion to cloud-based serv-
er infrastructure, and the 
expansion of internal and 
external digital communi-
cation channels.

“I’m incredibly hon-
ored to join the Judiciary 
in the role of CIO at such 
an important and critical 
time,” said Duncan. “En-
hancing the court’s deliv-
ery of services and simpli-
fying access to justice for 
residents across the state 
through emerging tech-
nology is a challenging, 
compelling goal for the 
Judicial Information Ser-
vices Department.”

 Duncan directed a team 
of 30 IT professionals and 

served on a number of 
university committees, in-
cluding the Enterprise Ar-
chitecture Steering Com-
mittee and Cloud Steering 
Committee. He previously 
spent four years as the 
Application Development 
Manager for the Kenne-
dy School. From 1998 to 
2008 he was a partner at 
the Software Consulting 
Alliance, which provided 
custom software solutions 
across a variety of indus-
tries and sectors.  

The Judiciary Informa-
tion Services Department 
is focused on transitioning 
to an eCourt system, while 
overseeing a network that 

serves 6,300 judges and 
staff and 97 courthouses 
across the state. The cur-
rent case management 
system handles approxi-
mately one million trans-
actions daily. An IT Bond 
Bill filed for the courts 
would enable much-need-
ed investment in systems, 
security and infrastruc-
ture. 

Duncan received a 
Bachelor of Science de-
gree and a master’s degree 
in business administration 
from Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute. He assumes 
the role of Judiciary CIO 
following the retirement 
of Craig Burlingame.

Supreme Judicial Court appoints Duncan Chief Information Officer

The U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) has 
released its 2020 Annu-
al Homeless Assessment 
Report Part 1 to Con-
gress. The report found 
that 17,975 people expe-
rienced homelessness in 
Massachusetts on a single 
night in 2020, a decrease 
of 2.7 percent from 2019.

The 2020 MA PIT 
Count includes a number 
of key findings:

• Overall homeless-
ness is down. There was 
a 2.7% (496 people) de-
crease in overall home-
lessness since 2019. The 
total number of people ex-
periencing homelessness 
counted in the 2020 PIT: 
17,975.

• Unsheltered home-
lessness is up. Unshel-
tered homelessness in-

creased 56% (465 people) 
since 2019. The total 
number of people experi-
encing unsheltered home-
lessness counted in the 
2020 PIT: 1,294. 

• Family homelessness 
is down. Homelessness 
among families with chil-
dren decreased, down 
3.8% (470 families) since 
2019. The total number 
of families experiencing 
homelessness counted in 
the 2020 PIT: 11,742. 

• Veteran homelessness 
is down. Veteran home-
lessness decreased, down 
8.8% (81 veterans) since 
2019. The total number 
of Veterans experiencing 
homelessness counted in 
2020 PIT: 836. 

• Chronic homelessness 
is down. Chronic home-
lessness among individ-
uals decreased 38.4% 

(911 individuals) since 
2019. The total number 
of individuals experienc-
ing chronic homelessness 
counted in the 2020 PIT: 
1,459.

• Youth homelessness 
is unchanged. The num-
ber of youth experiencing 
homelessness is relatively 
unchanged up .2 percent 
compared with 2019. The 
total number homeless 
youth counted in the 2020 
PIT: 481.

The report found that 
between 2019 and 2020, 
homelessness increased 
nationally among un-
sheltered populations 
and people experiencing 
chronic homelessness. 
Veteran homelessness did 
not decrease compared 
with 2019, and homeless-
ness among family house-
holds did not decrease for 

the first time since 2010. 
The report also found that 
people of color are signifi-
cantly over-represented 
among people experienc-
ing homelessness.

 “The findings of the 
2020 AHAR Part 1 Re-
port are very troubling, 
even before you consider 
what COVID-19 has done 
to make the homelessness 
crisis worse,” said Secre-
tary of Housing and Urban 
Development Marcia L. 
Fudge. “Thanks to Pres-
ident Biden’s leadership, 
we are once again putting 
Housing First to end this 
crisis and build strong, 
healthy communities, as 
reflected in the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan. I look 
forward to working with 
President Biden to imple-
ment this historic package 
to deliver robust, equita-

ble relief to those expe-
riencing homelessness. 
Housing should be a right, 
not a privilege, and ensur-
ing that every American 
has a safe, stable home is 
a national imperative.”

HUD releases the An-
nual Homeless Assess-
ment Report to Congress 
(AHAR) in two parts. Part 
1 provides Point-in-Time 
(PIT) estimates, offering 
a snapshot of homeless-
ness—both sheltered and 
unsheltered—on a sin-
gle night. The one-night 
counts are conducted 
during the last 10 days of 
January each year. The 
PIT counts also provide 
an estimate of the number 
of people experiencing 
homelessness within par-
ticular homeless popula-
tions such as individuals 
with chronic patterns of 

homelessness and veter-
ans experiencing home-
lessness. 

In 2020, the PIT esti-
mates of people experi-
encing homelessness in 
sheltered and unsheltered 
locations, as well as the 
number of beds available 
to serve them, were report-
ed by 396 Continuums of 
Care (CoC) nationwide. 
These 396 CoCs covered 
virtually the entire United 
States.

The Point-in-Time 
counts of homelessness 
and the housing inventory 
information are based on 
data from January 2020 
and thus do not reflect the 
health or economic conse-
quences of the COVID-19 
pandemic for levels of 
homelessness or charac-
teristic of people experi-
encing homelessness.

Homelessness decreased in prior to COVID-19 pandemic
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Corinne M. (Roc-
cia) Nastasia died in East 
Boston on March 17 in her 
95th year.  

She was the beloved 
mother of Lewis “Buzzy” 
Nastasia and his wife, 
Peggy of Woburn, Martin 
Nastasia of New Hamp-
shire and Florida, Carol 
Vitale and her husband, 
Ronald of Winthrop, 
Richard “Rick” Nastasia 
and his late wife, Nancy of 
Plymouth, Corinne Nas-
tasia of East Boston and 
the late Robert Nastasia; 
sister of William Roccia 
of Florida, David Roccia 
and his wife, Maureen of 
Hamilton and the late El-
eanor Turner, Barbara On-
chick and Robert Roccia 
and grandmother of Ron-
ald Jr., Martin Jr., Lewis, 
Cher, Gara, Amanda and 
Jenna. She is also sur-
vived by 10 great-grand-
children, many nieces and 
nephews.

Funeral Services were 
held on Monday, March 
22 in the Magrath Funeral 
Home, East Boston. In-
terment followed in Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Malden

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Corinne’s memory 
to the Tufts Medical Renal 
Center, 35 Kneeland St., 
Boston, MA 02111 would 
be appreciated. Please 
leave messages of condo-
lence for the family on her 
Tribute Page at Magrath-
FuneralHome.com

Elaine DiSerio
Lifelong advocate for children

Elaine V. DiSerio of 
Revere passed away on 
March 20.

Elaine had a career 
in Child Protection with 
DCF and was a lifelong 
advocate for children. She 
was a graduate of Revere 
High School, Class of 
1970 and Tufts University. 
She loved spending time 
with family and friends 
and in her spare time she 
enjoyed traveling, danc-
ing, and Karaoke.

The devoted mother of 
Adriana DiSerio of Re-
vere, she was the beloved 
sister of Joanne McLean 
and her late husband, John 
of Revere, Jacqueline 
“Jackie” Hanson of New 
Jersey, Catherine “Kiki” 
Catizone of Lynn, Mary 
Martin of Chelsea and the 
late Barbara Weatherly 
and her husband, Robert 
of North Carolina; dear 
lifelong friend of Linda 
Ciampa of East Boston.  
She is also survived by 
many loving nieces and 
nephews. 

Visitation from the Paul 

Buonfiglio & Sons-Bru-
no Funeral Home, 128 
Revere St, Revere will 
be on Wednesday, March 
24 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
followed by a Funeral 
Mass in the Immaculate 
Conception Church, Re-
vere at 12 Noon. Relatives 
and friends are kindly in-
vited.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made in 
Elaine’s memory to Care 
Dimensions, 75 Sylvan 
St, unit B-102 Danvers 
MA, 01923 or Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network 
at www.pancan.org  For 
guest book, please vis-
it www.Buonfiglio.com

Rosanne Anzuoni
Of East Boston

Rosanne (Sirignano) 
Anzuoni of East Boston 
passed away peacefully on 
March 19. 

The loving daughter 
of Frances (Vitale) and 
the late Arthur Sirigna-
no of East Boston, she was 
the beloved sister of Ma-
rie Palumbo and her hus-
band, Nicholas, of Stone-
ham and Joseph and 
Richard Sirignano, both of 
East Boston; adored aunt 
of Elena Martinez and 
her husband, Wilfredo, of 
Revere and Anne Grant 
and her husband, Keith of 
Georgetown. She is also 
survived by nine great 
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins and by  her uncle, Car-
men and aunt, Terry Siri-
gnano. 

Family and friends 
will honor Rosanne’s 
life by gathering today, 
Wednesday, March 24 at 
the Ruggiero Family Me-
morial Home, 971 Sarato-
ga Street (Orient Heights) 

East Boston from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. be-
fore leaving in proces-
sion to Sacred Heart 
Church, Brooks Street, for 
a Funeral Mass celebrat-
ing Rosanne’s life at 11 
a.m. Services will con-
clude with Rosanne being 
laid to rest in Holy Cross 
Cemetery, Malden.  All 
services will be held in ac-
cordance to the Common-
wealth of MA COVID-19 
reopening regulations. For 
more information please 
visit www.ruggieromh.
com.

Philip LaGrassa
Retired Sheet Metal Worker

Philip F. LaGrassa, 89, 
of East Boston, passed 
away on March 17. 

Philip was 
a member of 
the OTIS So-
cial Club of 
East Boston. 
He also par-

ticipated in the Bowling 
League with OTIS. He 
was also a member of the 
Stadium Softball League. 
Philip found great joy and 
fun in playing sports and 
going to the Casino. He 
was a sheet metal worker 
throughout his life. Philip 
was a US Army veteran of 
the Korean Conflict.

The beloved husband 
of over sixty-six years to 
Mary C. LaGrassa (Mem-
molo), he was the devoted 
father of Joanne Bottaro 
and her husband, John, of 
Londonderry, NH, Jim-
my LaGrassa and his late 
wife, Leonora “Lee” of 
East Boston, John LaGras-
sa and his wife, Dawn, of 
Danvers, Joyce Bedell and 
her husband, Jonathan of 
North Reading and Joseph 
LaGrassa and his wife, 
Darlene of Revere; dear 

brother of Marion Burwell 
of New Hampshire and 
the late Beatrice, Grace 
and Frank; cherished 
grandfather of fourteen 
grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren and 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews. 

Funeral arrangements 
were by the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home 
(Orient Heights) East 
Boston. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made in Philip’s name 
to Saint Jude’s Children 
Research Hospital, 262 
Danny Thomas Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105.  For 
more information, please 
visit www.ruggieromh.
com.

Corinne Nastasia
Of East Boston

Richard A. Odoardi, 
of Peabody, formerly of 
Revere and East Boston, 
passed away on Friday, 
March 12, 2021 at the age 
of 90 surrounded by fam-
ily. Richard was the son 
of the late Vincent and 
Rose (DiBenedetto) Odo-
ardi. Beloved husband of 
Joyce (Manning) Odo-
ardi of Peabody. Loving 
father of Dennis Odoar-
di and his wife Cheryl of 
Revere, Stephen Odoardi 
and his wife Virginia of 
FL, Angela Mickunas of 
CA, Michael Odoardi and 
his wife Magally of East 
Boston, Cristina Odoardi 
of Peabody, Diana Odo-
ardi of Haverhill, and the 
late Richard D. Odoardi, 
Anthony Odoardi and his 
surviving wife Linda of 
FL, Robert Odoardi and 
his late wife Janet, and 
Richie A. Odoardi. Dear 
brother of the late James 
and Robert Odoardi, An-
tionetta DeRosa, Anna 
Fulchino, Florence Mer-
curio, Emma Tritto, and 
survived by his sister in-
laws Louise Odoardi and 
Joan Linatopi. Adored 
grandfather of Ricky, Ka-
trina, Jennifer, Robert, 
Anthony, Bryan, Stephani, 
Bianca, Giana, Skyler, 
Otto, Christopher, Joseph, 
Michael, Tanya, Christo-
pher, Bryce, Brady and 13 

cherished great grandchil-
dren. He is also survived 
by many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. Family and 
friends will honor Rich-
ard’s life by gathering at 
Vazza’s “Beechwood” 
Funeral Home, 262 Beach 
Street, Revere on Wednes-
day, March 17, from 2 to 6 
p.m. and again on Thurs-
day morning at 10 a.m. for 
services to be held in the 
Funeral Home at 11 a.m. 
Interment will follow at 
Holy Cross Cemetery in 
Malden. Richard was a 
proud Union member of 
the Bricklayers & Allied 
Craftsmen Local #3 for 69 
Years. 

In accordance with 
state and federal guide-
lines masks must be worn 
at all times and social dis-
tancing must be practiced. 
Please make your visit 
brief so that others guests 
have a chance to pay their 
respects.

Richard A. Odoardi
Formerly of East Boston

Rose M. DeRafina, 89, 
of East Boston passed 
away with family by her 
side due to complica-
tions from a long illness 
on Thursday March 18. 
At her request, there will 
be no viewing though the 
family will hold a memo-
rial service at a place and 
time to be determined for 
friends who want to share 
in her life and memories.

In her lifetime, Rose 
was driven to be the best 
she could be, finishing 
her GED later in life, then 
achieving an Associate’s 
Degree from Bunker Hill 
Community College. 
She wore many hats, as a 
mother, sister, and friend. 
She achieved successes 
as a Beautician, a Legal 
Secretary, and a Notary 
Public and worked in the 
business end of hotels and 
travel.

Rose was at times a free 
spirit, it was not unusual 
to see her walking all over 
her beloved East Boston 
neighborhood. She had 
a quick wit, strong opin-
ions and a personality that 
grew on you. With Rose, 
you always knew where 
you stood, she never held 
back for better or worse, 
but she was always fierce-
ly loyal

to those she considered 
her friends. She was an 
avid reader, enjoyed mu-
sic and the outdoors.

Later in life she was 
active in the PACE center 
in East Boston, where she 
had many friends. She was 
a fixture at the front door 
where she could watch the 
changes in the people in 
the neighborhood, when 
she needed something dif-

ferent, she would shift to 
“poolside” with a select 
few of her inner circle of 
loyal friends. Rose has be-
come a fixture in the PACE 
community, she leaves her 
friends and family to join 
her son and brothers and 
sisters, mother and father, 
but she will be missed by 
all.

She is survived by niec-
es: Debra A (DeMonte) 
Concannon and her hus-
band, Kevin of Saugus 
and Joanne

Rapallo of Wildomar, 
Ca; nephews: Ralph Dell 
and his wife, Geri of 
Wildomar Ca and Diana 
(DeMonte) Pirone and her 
husband, Patrick of Sau-
gus and many great nieces 
and nephews.

Rose was preceded in 
death by her son, Vincent 
Demonte. She was the 
youngest of seven and was 
also preceded in death by 
brothers: Ralph DeMon-
te, Matteo DeMonte, Mi-
chael DeMonte, Domenic 
Demonte and

Sisters: Marie Concet-
ta Dell’Ofano and Anna 
Rapallo. Rose was a long-
time companion to Rinal-
do Mantini until his pass-
ing in 1995.

Rose DeRafina
A fixture in the East Boston PACE 

Community, she will be missed by all
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SEEKING FULL 
FUNDING FOR SOA

CHELSEA - With the 
promised funding from 
the landmark education 
bill that was signed into 
law before the COVID 
pandemic hit is still up in 
the air, Chelsea students, 
parents and school com-
mittee members called 
for the state to fully fund 
the Student Opportunity 
Act Funding (SOA). 

During a virtual press 
conference hosted by the 
Massachusetts Educa-
tion Justice Alliance on 
Tuesday students, par-
ents, and school commit-
tee members from cities 
across Massachusetts 
discussed their school 
funding needs, their per-
spectives on in-person 
school reopening this 
spring, and their aspira-
tions for education this 
summer and during the 
upcoming school year.

Chelsea School Com-
mittee member Roberto 
Jimenez-Rivera testified 
at the virtual press con-
ference and shared their 
thoughts. 

At the press confer-
ence, which will be held 
over Zoom, Jimenez-Ri-
vera joined students, 
parents, and school 
committee members 
from Boston, Revere, 
Lawrence, Lowell and 
Randolph to discuss 
safety measures, social/
emotional and educa-
tional supports, and other 
resources they’re look-
ing for from their public 
schools as well as the 
need for substantial state 
funding to support those 
needs. 

“We’re here today 
because our elected of-
ficials are once again 
breaking the promis-
es that they’ve made 
to our students,” said 
Jimenez-Rivera. “Our 
governor in particular is 
continuing to neglect the 
kids in our poorest com-
munities like the City of 
Chelsea. Two years ago 
everybody celebrated the 
passage of the Student 
Opportunity Act but ever 
since he signed it into 
law Governor Baker has 
only undermined its sev-
en year funding plan.”

Jimenez-Rivera ar-
gued that last year before 
COVID the Governor 
decided that the low in-
come portion of the SOA 
didn’t need to be fully 
funded. 

“So even before we 
lost the rest of the money 
because of COVID his 
budget was already inad-
equate,” said Jimenez-Ri-
vera. “And then this year 
instead of catching up to 
“Year Two” of the plan 
he’s only proposing what 
the state should have giv-
en us last year. This isn’t 
right and that’s why to-
day we are calling for a 

budget that gets us back 
on track. It is year two of 
the SOA implementation 
and we need a budget for 
year two, not for year 
one.”

Jimenez-Rivera said 
Chelsea has dispropor-
tionately suffered from 
this pandemic in almost 
every way possible but 
with the proposed SOA 
budget children are being 
told that their education 
is less important than the 
interest of rich people.

“Our parents have a 
right to communicate 
with their kids, teachers, 
but right now we don’t 
have enough interpret-
ers,” said Jimenez-Rive-
ra. “How can we expect 
parents to engage when 
they can’t speak the lan-
guage and we don’t have 
money to pay for inter-
preters? Our parents de-
serve language justice. 
Our students needed 
more mental health sup-
port before COVID And 
now they need it even 
more seeing as they have 
disproportionately lived 
through the trauma and 
death that COVID has 
brought us. Our students 
also had crowded class-
rooms in schools before 
COVID and now we 
need smaller class sizes, 
even more because of 
COVID. How is it that 
we expect small class 
sizes in wealthy districts, 
but we’re okay with hav-
ing 25, 30 or even 34 stu-
dents in a class in Chel-
sea. Our kids deserve 
the same access to small 
class sizes as kids in 
Brookline or Wellesley.”

Jimenez-Rivera said 
94 percent of Chelsea 
schools are made up of 
students of color and 
they deserve access to 
educators of color. 

“Our current funding 
doesn’t allow us to pay 
educators what they’re 
worth,” said Jimenez-Ri-
vera. “So new educators 
of color and more expe-
rienced educators, gen-
erally go to districts that 
have the money to pay 
them what they’re worth. 
That lack of diversity and 
lack of stability hurts our 
students even more.”

Jimenez-Rivera said 
all these issues are fix-
able but only with the 
millions of dollars that 
the state owes Chelsea 
through the SOA. 

“I want to be clear 
here, our students are 
owed this money, this 
money isn’t charity,” 
said Jimenez-Rivera. 
“Our children are legally 
and constitutionally enti-
tled to those millions of 
dollars. They have been 
waiting for decades as 
the state underfunded 
their futures and they 
can’t wait any longer. We 
cannot let the burden of 
COVID-19 continue fall-

ing on the most margin-
alized and so we have to 
ensure that the legislature 
fixes Governor Baker’s 
broken budget. The Su-
preme Court declared in 
Brown vs. Board of Ed-
ucation that education is 
the most important func-
tion of government. I 
think it’s about time that 
our legislators remember 
that. Fund our schools 
and fund them now.”

The SOA overhauled 
the state’s education 
funding formula to en-
sure equity for all stu-
dents, especially those in 
low-income areas.

Because the state has 
not updated its education 
funding formula since 
1993 to reflect districts’ 
real health insurance and 
special education costs, 
the amount of aid being 
provided to cover those 
costs had been too small 
for decades. 

In January 2020 Gov-
ernor Charlie Baker 
signed S. 2412, An Act 
Relative to Educational 
Opportunity for Students, 
or the SOA, which would 
have boosted investment 
in public schools by $1.5 
billion annually when 
fully phased in over the 
next seven years.

However, when 
COVID hit in March 
2019 budget shortfalls 
pushed SOA spending 
to the wayside. Chelsea 
Public Schools were ex-
pected to receive mil-
lions in SOA funding. 

The state legislature’s 
Ways and Means Com-
mittee met Tuesday to 
begin reviewing the Gov-
ernor’s proposed FY22 
budget. 

At the press confer-
ence students and parents 
plan to keep pushing for 
a true commitment to ful-
ly fund public school and 
call for putting the state’s 
commitment to public 
education funding back 
on track. 

One demand by the 
group Tuesday is that 
the state delivers at least 
two of the seven years 
of promised funding in-
creases under the SOA in 
the next state budget.

JUAN GALLEGO 
TRAVELS TO TEXAS 
TO HELP

CHELSEA - For the 
residents of Chelsea and 
his fellow members of 
the Rotary Club, it will 
come as no surprise that 
Juan Gallego traveled 
to Texas to help South 
Houston-area residents 
with an incredible dis-
play of voluntary assis-
tance.

 Gallego, 58, has been 
an ambassador of good-
will for Chelsea Rotary 
and living symbol of the 
Rotary motto, “Service 

Above Self.” In the past 
while representing Chel-
sea Rotary in his na-
tive Colombia, Gallego 
helped develop health 
care centers in remote 
areas of the country. He 
also organized and exe-
cuted a Rotary project to 
assist children in need of 
cleft palate surgery.

Earlier this month Gal-
lego and a team of vol-
unteers headed to Texas 
to repair homes that had 
been devastated by a se-
vere winter storm which 
caused power outages 
and broken water pipes 
in homes.

“We fixed up 18 homes 
that had no water because 
all the pipes were burst,” 
said Gallego. “We were 
there working for ten 
days. We had plumbers 
and we had helpers. I was 
a helper. We did a total 
re-piping of the homes.”

All of Gallego’s repairs 
to South Houston-area 
homes were done free of 
charge. Interestingly, one 
of the days that Gallego 
was in Texas was March 
10, which was the Chel-
sea community leader’s 
58th birthday.

“It was the best birth-
day gift I ever had, being 
down there working and 
helping people,” said 
Gallego.

Kate Robinson, volun-
teer coordinator at Fuller 
Center Disaster Rebuid-
ers, expressed her grat-
itude to Gallego and his 
team in a heartfelt email.

“We are so grateful 
to Juan Gallego and his 
crew of Sam, Manny and 
John coming to Texas to 
help so many homeown-
ers affected by the Tex-
as winter storm,” wrote 
Robinson. “They did an 
awesome job. Now these 
homeowners have wa-
ter and do not have to 
depend on bottled water 
or water carried into the 
house from buckets from 
their neighbors or rela-
tives.”

Gallego was proud to 
represent Chelsea Ro-
tary in his humanitarian 
endeavor. “Our club has 
totally supported me,” he 
said.

A few years ago, Gal-
lego was honored as an 
“Unsung Hero” at a tre-
mendous regional event 
that drew hundreds of 
Rotary members. While 
the pandemic has cur-
tailed those large events 
for now, there’s a very 
good chance that Juan 
Gallego will be receiv-
ing some much-deserved 
recognition again in front 
of his peers.

But that’s not why 
Juan Gallego does what 
he does for others as the 
“Unsung” in Unsung 
Hero aptly suggests.

Gallego came to the 

United States from Co-
lombia 41 years ago. He 
has two children, Mat-
thew, who is a student at 
Suffolk University, and 
Melissa, who is a high 
school student.

AMERICAN RESCUE 
ACT MISSES 
EVERETT

EVERETT - When 
President Joe Biden and 
a litany of Democratic 
legislators – including 
the Massachusetts fed-
eral delegation - took to 
the airwaves and online 
universe to praise the 
passage of the American 
Rescue Act, they touted 
it as a lifeline to commu-
nities sinking from the 
sufferings of COVID-19.

No two communities 
in the state, arguably, 
have suffered as much as 
Everett and Chelsea, yet 
some officials locally are 
saying the federal del-
egation and the federal 
government has left the 
two communities high 
and dry.

Numbers from the 
Rescue Act began to 
come out last weekend 
form the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association 
(MMA), and on first 
glance, many thought 
there was a mistake for 
Everett and Chelsea. 
The Rescue Act was 
highly touted from all 
corners as being able to 
help communities hard-
est hit, including local 
governments that have 
lost millions in revenues 
and expended millions to 
fund local food pantries, 
rental assistance and 
small business programs. 
Leaders in Everett and 
Chelsea were expecting 
to get some relief, but 
were stunned when their 
numbers became public.

For Everett, the Res-
cue Act directed $4.58 
million to the City, with a 
supplement from county 
funding sources bumping 
it to $13.59 million. For 
Chelsea, the Rescue Act 
directed $3.91 million in 
aid to the City, and a to-
tal of $11.61 million with 
the bump up from county 
funding.

That was compared 
to affluent communities 
like Newton, which got 
$48.14 million and a total 
of $65.29 million with the 
county resources. Brook-
line got $34.21 million, 
but no county money 
figures were available. 
Meanwhile, nearby Med-
ford got $39.25 million 
and a total of $50.37 mil-
lion with the county re-
sources. Malden also got 
much more as well, with 
$35.04 million from the 
Act and $46.76 million 
in total with the county 

bump up.
Both Chelsea and Ev-

erett’s numbers were 
more on par with Shrews-
bury.

Officially, City leaders 
said they were told the 
funding was determined 
by the Housing and Ur-
ban Development (HUD) 
formula that designates 
“entitlement” commu-
nities and “non-entitle-
ment” communities – 
and the allocations didn’t 
really consider the im-
pact of COVID. Because 
Chelsea and Everett are 
below 50,000 people of-
ficially, they are non-en-
titlement communities 
and didn’t get a lot of 
funding because of that. 
Efforts by the federal 
delegation, sources said, 
came too late in the pro-
cess to be able to make 
adjustments – resulting 
in the smaller numbers 
becoming official.

With those numbers, 
many officials said it 
looked like the most ef-
fected people were the 
least funded – with both 
Chelsea and Everett be-
ing in the top five most 
impacted cities in the 
Commonwealth.

“When these numbers 
were brought to our atten-
tion about two weeks ago 
I couldn’t believe what 
I was seeing,” said State 
Sen. Sal DiDomenico. “I 
immediately contacted 
our Federal Delegation 
and our city leaders to try 
and find a solution. The 
American Rescue Plan 
was promised to be the 
relief that we had been 
waiting for, especially 
for our hardest hit com-
munities like Chelsea 
and Everett.  It is both 
appalling and outrageous 
that two of the hardest 
hit communities, and 
Chelsea being ground 
zero during the COVID 
crisis, are getting a frac-
tion of the federal funds 
that neighboring commu-
nities are getting - and 
many being much more 
affluent… I am extreme-
ly upset that my commu-
nities did not get the help 
they needed. The high 
hopes we had for the 
American Rescue Plan 
did not come to fruition 
for Chelsea and Everett.”

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
said he and other leaders 
have been working with 
the state and federal del-
egation to try to fix the 
shortfall, and hopes that 
something can be done in 
the coming days to make 
sure the plan helps com-
munities like Everett that 
were the hardest hit.

“I recognize that the 
American Rescue Bill is 
the first time during the 
pandemic that our fed-

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

FROM CHELSEA TO HOUSTON

Chelsea Rotary Club member Juan Gallego (right) traveled to Texas to assist homeowners 
in the repair of their piping systems that were broken during the severe winter storm.

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3
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By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.
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By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude
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Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
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We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
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Per 
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
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Our Offices will be 
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President’s Day
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Stuck at Stuck at   Home?Home?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs

Now through March, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

See REGION Page 11
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

ROOFING 

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

S O N N Y ’ S 
IMMEDIATE 

ROOFING
Residential & Commercial
• All type Roofing & Repairs

• Licensed & Insured
• Snow & Ice Removal

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

APARTMENT          
FOR RENT

REVERE
2 Room Apartment
Close to Beach St
Kitchen
Parking Space
Available Now
$1,500 N/U
No Pets
Call & Leave Message 
781-286-6617
----------------------

For 
Advertising 

Rates, 
Call 

617-884-2416

Registered Dental Hygienist Wanted 
for Affordable Family Dental in 
Chelsea. Top Pay. Benefits. Be Able to 
Converse in English and Spanish. For 
immediate consideration contact Tania 
at (617) 889-2668. 
3/17-3/31
__________

Grocery Shoppers needed immedi-
ately part-time in Revere, Chelsea, 
Everett, Winthrop, Somerville, 
Cambridge. Driver’s license, car and 
phone required.  $32 per delivery.  

Call 508-643-4090;3 or info@
scanpersonalservices.com 
__________

NEW BRIDGE CAFE
Kitchen Help Wanted
All Positions needed
Apply in Person
Mon - Fri 2 - 4PM
650 Washington Ave., Chelsea
617-884-0134
3/24, 3/31, 4/7
___________

HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call our 
classified department. Call 781-485-
0588 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403
__________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588.

eral delegation was able 
to secure direct funding 
for cities and towns,” he 
said. “However, the bill 
relies upon a common-
ly used federal funding 
formula that does not 
adequately consider the 
disproportionate impact 
that COVID-19 has had 
on cities such as Everett 
and Chelsea, which have 
some of the highest num-
ber of cases per capita 
in Massachusetts. I will 
continue to work with 
our federal delegation 
and the Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration to achieve 
an equitable allocation of 
federal funding for Ever-
ett and Chelsea to ensure 
our fiscal recovery from 
this public health crisis.”

Chelsea City Manag-
er Tom Ambrosino said 
the funding doled out 
to the two communities 
– and also to Randolph 
and Methuen, the other 
two of the four that got 
“shorted,” – was uncon-
scionable.

“Wealthy communi-
ties got windfalls and a 
lot of other communities 
like Everett and Chelsea 
got screwed,” he said. 
“Of the 20 most impact-
ed communities, there 
are four that really got 
adversely impacted by 
the funding – Chelsea, 
Everett, Randolph and 
Methuen. We’re hoping 
the state will step in and 
deal with those four…
It’s unconscionable and 
incredibly inequitable. 
We hope the state will 
step in to right the situ-
ation. We were trying to 
quietly work behind the 
scenes (with the federal 
delegation) to fix this, but 
it didn’t happen. We are 
not happy about it. We’re 
still trying to fix it, but at 
this point, Gov. Baker is 
our ally and sole hope.”

Everett Councilor Mi-
chael McLaughlin said 
he was disappointed that 
the money they expected 
to come, never did.

“It is extremely disap-
pointing and frustrating 
to see one of the hard-
est-hit communities get 
significantly less in fed-

eral funding,” he said. 
“Two of the hardest hit 
communities like Ever-
ett and Chelsea were not 
treated equitably. Everett 
has been designated as 
majority minority com-
munity and should be 
treated as such by our 
federal delegation. This 
situation must be recti-
fied. I hope and have full 
faith that Mayor DeMaria 
and Senator DiDomenico 
will be able to work with 
the Baker Administration 
to help off-set as much 
of this lack in funding 
by our federal govern-
ment. Our community 
needs and deserves these 
important resources to 
assist us in recovering 
as one of the hardest-hit 
communities in the Com-
monwealth.”

Everett CFO Eric De-
mas was one of the first 
to identify the shortfall in 
early March, and he and 
Mayor DeMaria quickly 
reached out to the feder-
al delegation and other 
decision-makers. At the 
same time, Chelsea was 
also identifying the issue 
and the two communities 
rapidly began cooperat-
ing in their messaging 
with Sen. DiDomenico.

“I noticed this back on 
March 4 before the U.S. 
Senate even voted on it,” 
he said. “I was shocked 
and I notified the may-
or and said we need to 
figure this out and see 
what we can do before 
they vote. We immedi-
ately reached out to our 
federal delegation and 
unfortunately we weren’t 
able to get anything ac-
complished before the 
vote. We are now in the 
process of seeing what 
we can do to address the 
disparity for Everett…
We’re not going to stop 
until we get the situation 
corrected.”

Said DiDomenico, 
“COVID ravaged Chel-
sea and Everett, and our 
residents dealt with so 
much pain, suffering, 
heartache during the past 
year. These funds were 
supposed to go to dis-
proportionately affected 

communities and help 
cities like ours, but this 
obviously did not hap-
pen. I have spoken to 
Governor Baker and his 
team to push for some of 
the other federal funds to 
be allocated to Chelsea 
and Everett, and I will be 
working with the Gover-
nor and our elected lead-
ers to bring in the need-
ed funds that these cities 
rightfully deserve.”

A lot of the blame is 
now falling on the feder-
al delegation, including 
Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley (who represents 
three out of four of the 
aggrieved communities), 
and U.S. Senators Ed 
Markey and Elizabeth 
Warren.

The newspaper con-
tacted all three federal 
officials, and none re-
sponded to a request for 
comment on the situation 
in Chelsea and Everett.

Two sources close to 
the situation said the mat-
ter went all the way to 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen – who indicated it 
was too late by the time 
the request came and no 
changes could be made.

More than three sourc-
es close to the situation 
said none of the federal 
delegation was aware of 
the issue until local of-
ficials reached out, and 
when they did, very little 
happened.

C o n g r e s s w o m a n 
Pressley did put out a 
statemen after the Rescue 
Act was signed into law 
and touted it as a great 
victory for Massachu-
setts. While she said she 
was disappointed that the 
bill did not include a $15 
federal minimum wage 
and paid family leave, 
she did not mention the 
lower funding for com-
munities like Everett and 
Chelsea.

“I proudly supported 
the American Rescue 
Plan on the floor of the 
House of Representa-
tives…, and our work 
is unfinished,” read her 
statement. “We must 
keep fighting for policies 
that meet the scale and 

Region  // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

scope of this crisis and 
set us on a pathway to a 
just and equitable long-
term recovery. I look for-
ward to partnering with 
the Biden Administra-
tion and my colleagues 
in Congress to do just 
that.”

In Chelsea, La Colab-
orativa Director Glady 
Vega has been very vocal 
in the last few days about 
the lack of funding. On 
Tuesday afternoon, she 
held a multi-community 
rally with representa-
tives from Chelsea and 
Everett. She said she 
was deeply hurt by Sen-
ator Warren and Con-
gresswoman Pressley, in 
particular, because both 
had visited La Colabo-

rativa’s vaccination site 
in Chelsea in the last few 
weeks and said nothing 
about this situation.

She said none are wel-
come to come back until 
they make things right.

“Bring a check for 
$40 million and they can 
come in and take some 
more pictures,” she 
said, extremely upset. 
“It makes me so made 
because I feel like we 
continue to be used and 
abused. Ayanna Press-
ley and all the others 
came here to our office. 
She told me the stories 
I send to her are stories 
that she tells everyone 
in the halls of Congress. 
She said that just the 
other day when she was 

here. Where are all those 
stories because the cash 
didn’t get here?...It felt 
to me like Sal DiDome-
nico gave them the news 
that we were only get-
ting $3.9 million. 

“I can’t even buy 
enough toilet paper to 
wipe the tears of my 
community members 
when they’re being 
evicted and going hun-
gry with $3.9 million,” 
she continued. “It’s a 
disgrace. Where were 
they when this decision 
was made? They didn’t 
try enough. If they didn’t 
have the guts to fight, I 
would have. Reach out 
to me and I’ll make sure 
it happens…It’s beyond 
upsetting.” 
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VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

Have an Eggstra Have an Eggstra 
Special Easter SeasonSpecial Easter Season

Send us Your Send us Your 
Eggstra Special Eggstra Special 
Person or Pet this Person or Pet this 
Easter seasonEaster season

Photos will be published on March 31Photos will be published on March 31stst and April 1 and April 1stst

Revere Journal   |   East Boston Times
Chelsea Record   |   Everett Independent
Winthrop Transcript   |   Lynn Journal 

Please send your photo to 
 PROMO@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
with the following information:

Name (first only), phone number and Publication(s) of choice

HOP TO IT....HOP TO IT....

DEADLINE THIS FRIDAY!DEADLINE THIS FRIDAY!

Payment in Full required at the time of placing your order.
Place your order by Thursday, April 1, 2021 by phone 

617-567-1992 or drop by Spinelli’s East Boston 
282 Benning Street, East Boston, MA 02128

Available pick up or delivery on Easter Sunday 8 am to 1 pm

Spinelli’s is looking forward to having EasterEaster with you!

Complete with:
Mashed Potatoes, 

Glazed Carrots, 
Apple Raisin Sauce, 

Dinner Rolls & Choicece 
of Ricotta or Apple PiePie

OR Order an Individual Ham Dinner
Spiral Ham with Apple Raisin Sauce
Dinner Includes: Mashed Potatoes, 

Glazed Carrots & Slice of Apple, 
Ricotta or Custard Pie

$15.95 Per Person plus tax

Have Have Spinelli’sSpinelli’s  East Boston Cook yourEast Boston Cook yourHave Have Spinelli’sSpinelli’s  East Boston Cook yourEast Boston Cook your
Easter DinnerEaster Dinner

Complete Holiday Dinner Includes:Complete Holiday Dinner Includes:

10lb. Spiral Ham
Serves approximately 10-12 people

$174.95 plus tax

10lb. Spiral Ham

BPDA Income-Restricted Home Ownership Opportunity
Mira

301 Border Street, East Boston, MA 02128
www.MiraLottery.com

8 Income-Restricted Home Ownership Units
# of Units # of Bedrooms AMI Price

2 1 Bedroom 80% $186,400
1 1 Bedroom 80% - 100%* $248,600
2 2 Bedroom 80% $221,900
2 2 Bedroom 80% - 100%* $288,700
1 3 Bedroom 80% - 100%* $327,900

*These units are available to those who earn more than 80% but less than 100% of AMI

Maximum Income Limits (set by the BPDA + based on household size + AMI)
Household size 80% AMI 100% AMI

1 $66,650 $83,300
2 $76,200 $95,200
3 $85,700 $107,100
4 $95,200 $119,000
5 $102,850 $128,550
6 $110,450 $138,050

Maximum Asset Limits
80% AMI 100% AMI
$75,000 $100,000

Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate

For more on income + asset eligibility, please visit:
http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/income,-asset,-and-price-limits

Applications are available during the application period from:

Monday, March 29, 2021 – Wednesday, April 14, 2021

To request and complete the application online, please visit: www.MiraLottery.com
To have a hard copy of the application sent to your mailing address, please call: 781-992-5304

After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to
cancel the in-person application distribution period. If you cannot complete the application
online, please call us at 781-992-5304, to request that we mail you one and to ask us for any

guidance you might need to complete the application.

Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted
online or postmarked no later than Wednesday, April 14, 2021

Mailed to:
Maloney Properties, Inc.,
Attention: Mira Lottery

27 Mica Lane, Wellesley MA 02481

● Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply.
● Preference for Boston Residents.
● Preference for Households With at least One Person Per Bedroom.
● Preference for First-Time Homebuyers.

For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable accommodations, please call
Maloney Properties, Inc. at 781-992-5304 US Relay 711 | Email: Mira@maloneyproperties.com

Equal Housing Opportunity

BPDA Income-Restricted Home Ownership Opportunity
Mira

301 Border Street, East Boston, MA 02128
www.MiraLottery.com
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80% AMI 100% AMI
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Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate
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Staff Report 

Three virtual public 
meetings are being held 
this month regarding the 
MBTA’s Fare Transforma-
tion program and upgrades 
to its sales network.

In the future, riders will 
be able to purchase MBTA 
fares and passes online, 
via their smartphones, and 
with contactless credit/
debit cards. Though cus-
tomers will no longer be 
able to use cash to pay 
onboard vehicles once the 
new fare collection system 
is implemented by 2023, 
the MBTA is currently 
introducing more places 
to load cash onto Char-

lieCards than were previ-
ously available. Aimed at 
serving cash-dependent 
riders, this expansion will 
result in a larger, more 
robust, and more diverse 
sales network of retailers, 
in-station fare vending 
machines, and new street-
scape fare vending ma-
chines at bus stops, Com-
muter Rail, Green Line, 
and Mattapan Line sta-
tions across the network. 
The public is encouraged 
to view this interactive 
map of the proposed 
sales network or use the 
T’s sales location finder.

The Fare Transforma-
tion team now requests 
the help and input of the 

public on the recently 
completed Point of Sale 
Distribution and Equity 
Analysis, which identifies 
where new sales locations 
should be added. Mem-
bers of the public are en-
couraged to participate in 
the following virtual pub-
lic meetings to hear more 
about the methodology for 
determining proposed lo-
cations and to share feed-
back that helps the T make 
sure the network being 
created works for every-
one:

•Thursday, March 25, 
2021, at 6 PM

•Tuesday, March 30, at 
6 PM

For help registering for 

these virtual public meet-
ings, please call the MBTA 
Community Engagement 
team at 617-448-4374. 

Any questions can be 
emailed to publicengage-
ment@mbta.com. Mem-
bers of the public are 
also encouraged to pro-
vide feedback to the Fare 
Transformation team on-
line by visiting the Sales 
Network Public Input 
Survey. Local commu-
nity-based organizations 
are also encouraged to 
email the MBTA’s Com-
munity Engagement team 
atpublicengagement@
mbta.com to schedule 
supplemental community 
meetings with the MBTA 

to learn more about Fare 
Transformation and the 
Point of Sale Distribution 
and Equity Analysis. The 
public can learn more 
about getting involved by 
visiting Fare Transforma-
tion information online.

Accommodations
These meetings are ac-

cessible to people with 
disabilities and those with 
limited English proficien-
cy. Accessibility accom-
modations and language 
services will be provided 
free of charge, upon re-
quest, as available. Such 
services include docu-
ments in alternate formats, 
translated materials, as-
sistive listening devices, 

and interpreters (includ-
ing American Sign Lan-
guage). 

For accommodation 
or language assistance, 
please contact MassDOT’s 
Chief Diversity and Civil 
Rights Officer by phone 
at 857-368-8580, fax at 
857-368-0602, TTD/TTY 
at 857-368-0603, or by 
email at MASSDOT.Civ-
ilRights@dot.state.ma.us.

For more information, 
visit mbta.com/fares/
fare-transformation or 
connect with the T on 
Twitter@MBTA, Face-
book /TheMBTA, or Ins-
tagram @theMBTA.

Upcoming virtual public meetings concerning fare transformation

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced 
last week that it would al-
locate more than $30 mil-
lion in grants to support 
early education and care 
providers in the Common-
wealth. These investments 
announced at the March 9 
Board of Early Education 
and Care meeting will be 
distributed by the Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care (EEC) and will 
be instrumental in ad-
dressing the challenges 
child care programs face 
in sustaining services.

EEC’s investment in 
both center-based pro-
grams and family child-
care programs will be 
available through two 
grant opportunities. Child-
care services are a criti-
cal part of the Common-
wealth’s infrastructure 
and a vital component in 
the economic recovery to 
help families fully return 
to work. The funding an-
nounced today will sup-
port the following initia-
tives:

•$15 million grants 
for Center-Based pro-
grams: Workforce grants 
will support center-based 
providers serving 
state-subsidized families 
to maintain and expand 
operations by addressing 
the challenge of recruit-
ing and retaining qualified 
staff members during the 
COVID-19 crisis.

•$15 million grants for 
Family Child Care pro-
viders: Capital grants for 
family child care pro-
grams will support these 
small businesses to make 
health, safety, and quali-
ty improvements to their 
program space and en-
sure they can remain open 
to the families that need 
them.

In addition, EEC an-
nounced proposed plans 
for distributing $110 
million in federal stim-
ulus funds, which will 
be distributed, pending 
legislative appropriation, 
through monthly opera-
tional grants available to 
EEC licensed providers 

to help maintain current 
child care capacity during 
the COVID-19 economic 
recovery. When these flex-
ible funds become avail-
able they can be used to 
support continued child-
care operations, health and 
safety requirements and 
enable quality improve-
ments.

In order to address the 
changing landscape of 
child care programs as a 
result of the COVID-19 
pandemic, when families 
have been slow to return to 
full-time care and the cost 
of running programs has 
increased to meet health 
and safety requirements, 
moving from a per-child 
funding model to an op-
erational support model is 
necessary to ensure the vi-
ability of the field despite 
fluctuations in enrollment. 
The per-child funding 
models has not sufficed 
to stabilize the industry 
and ensure educators re-
main in the workforce to 
care for children. Without 
consistent revenue from 

enrollment, the child care 
infrastructure is vulnera-
ble to further decreases in 
capacity. This investment 
will sustain capacity and 
lay the groundwork for the 
future.

“By investing in pro-
grams to sustain capac-
ity now and laying the 
groundwork for innova-
tion needed in the future, 
we will build a stronger, 
more resilient, and respon-
sive child care field for 
families,” said Education 
Secretary James Peyser.

The COVID-19 health 
crisis and its widespread 
impacts have demonstrat-
ed the importance of early 
education and care to sup-
port the economic well-be-
ing of the Commonwealth 
and its residents. This new 
funding availability will 
invest in the state’s child-
care infrastructure and the 
healthy development of 
children and youth that 
results from quality early 
education programs.

State announces $30 million grant program to support 
early education and care critical infrastructure
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