
By John Lynds

Last week Mayor Mar-
tin Walsh appointed East 
Boston resident and East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center Vice Presi-
dent of Regulatory Affairs 
and General Counsel Er-
nani DeAraujo to the Bos-
ton School Committee

“I am pleased to wel-
come Ernani DeAraujo 
to this pivotal role on the 
Boston School Committee 
at a time when our work 
on behalf of the students 
of Boston has never been 
more important,” said 
Walsh. “Ernani has strong 
roots in his community, 
and over the course of his 
career he has worked with 
an intentional focus on 
bringing equity and access 
to diverse Bostonians. He 
joins a group of leaders on 
the Boston School Com-
mittee committed to best 
serving the students of the 
Boston Public Schools.” 

The seven-member 

Boston School Committee 
is responsible for defining 
the vision, mission, and 
goals of the Boston Pub-
lic Schools; establishing 
and monitoring the annual 
operating budget; hiring, 

By John Lynds

On Monday afternoon, 
East Boston resident Ben 
Downing is inside Mi 
Pueblito Restaurant in 
Orient Heights Square 
picking up some tacos for 
lunch. 

“The chicken jalapeno 
here is also really good,” 
Downing tells me as he 
pays for his lunch.

It’s been a busy morn-
ing for the Western Mas-
sachusetts native who has 
served 10 years as a State 
Senator from Pittsfield 
before stepping down in 
2017 to work full-time in 
renewable energy. 

Downing has been on 
the phone all morning tap-
ping into his network of 
supporters, potential do-
nors, friends and family. 

On Monday morning, 
Downing released a video 
announcing he is formally 
entering the 2022 race for 
Governor of Massachu-
setts. 

“Growing up in Pitts-
field, I lived what it meant 
to be an afterthought in 
the state’s political power 
circles,” said Downing. 
“Now, as an East Boston 

resident, I’m part of a new 
community just as famil-
iar with being written off. 
From one side of Mas-
sachusetts to the other, I 
have spent my life in com-
munities that have had 
to fight harder than they 
should to get fair repre-
sentation, equitable access 
to resources, and attention 
from Beacon Hill. So I 
know what a difference 
state leadership makes. 
And I know we need bet-
ter than what we are get-
ting right now.”

Downing was one of 
the youngest state senators 
ever elected in Massachu-
setts history in 2006 at 
the age of 24. During his 

tenure at the State House, 
Downing emerged as a 
leading climate advocate. 

Downing moved to 
Eastie five years ago with 
his wife, Micaelah Mor-
rill, and are raising their 
two young sons Malcolm, 
age 3, and Eamon, age 9 
months, here. However, 
Downing’s roots in Eastie 
are strong and the fam-
ily got their start in the 
neighborhood at the turn 
of the last century. In fact, 
there’s a Hero Square on 
the corner of Sumner and 
Cottage Street in Jeffries 
Point that was dedicated 
by Mayor Martin Walsh 
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TRASH 
DELAY
Due to the President's 

Day Holiday on Feb. 15th, 
Trash will be delayed by 

one day. 

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.
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The Independent 
Newspaper Group 
Office will be Closed 
on  Monday, Feb. 15th 

in observation of 
President’s Day.
We will reopen on 
Tuesday at 9 am.
Deadlines are 
Friday, Feb. 12 
at 4 p.m.

Apply online or call 
Paul Crowley

781-599-0096

We are now accepting Round 2 
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Membership is open to everyone who lives or works in Essex, Middlesex and Suffolk Counties. 
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Anthony Dicicco of East Boston, seated, with son John Paul DiCicco and Revere Public 
Health Director Lauren Buck received the first Vaccine at the Pace office in Revere.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Local attorney A.J. 
Moscone has been unan-
imously approved by the 
East Boston Chamber of 
Commerce as a member 
of the Board of Directors.  
Born and raised in Eastie, 
he is the son of Al and Val 
Moscone and the Grand-
son of Roberta Daley (Mo-
linaro) and Francis Daley 
and Diane Mozzetta, all 
of Eastie.  A.J. is a prod-

uct of the Boston school 
system and Eastie’s youth 
sports.  “My strong work 
ethic and ability to con-
nect with clients on a per-
sonal level are what set me 
apart, and I owe almost 
all of my success to what 
I learned growing up in 
Eastie, where I was taught 
not only to face adversi-
ty, but how to overcome 
it as well as to always be 

 A.J. Moscone with Giulianna Moscone, his daughter, at his 
Federal Court Admission Ceremony.

Proud to give back to Eastie

See MOSCONE Page 2

FIRST AT PACE

East Boston’s Ben Downing 
announces bid for Governor

Ben Downing on the campaign trail.

By John Lynds 

Last week the cumula-
tive COVID-19 positive 
test rate in Eastie increased 
a half a percentage point 
while the weekly positive 
test rate dropped for the 
fourth week in a row. 

According to the latest 
data released by the Bos-
ton Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC), of the 
34,076 Eastie residents 
tested for COVID since 
the pandemic began, 
18.8 percent overall were 
found to be positive for 
the virus, a 0.53   percent 
increase from the 18.7 
percent reported two Fri-
days ago.

However, 2,154 Eastie 
residents were tested for 
the virus last week and 7.8 
percent were positive--a 
17 percent decrease from 
the 9.4 that tested positive 
two Fridays ago.  

Citywide, ​32,198 res-
idents were tested and 
5.8 percent were COVID 
positive--a 15 percent de-
crease from the 6.8 per-
cent testing positive two 
weeks ago. 

At a press briefing last 
week Mayor Martin Walsh 
said while the numbers are 
moving in the right direc-
tions, residents still need 
to remain vigilant. 

“The average number 
of positive tests each day 
was about 375, also down 
from the week before,” 
said Mayor Walsh. “Our 
current community posi-
tivity rate was 6.8 percent. 
That is lower than the 

Weekly COVID 
positive test 
rate decreases 
again in Eastie 

See COVID Page 3

Eastie’s Ernani DeAraujo 
tapped by Walsh for 
School Committee post

East Boston resident and 
East Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center Vice Presi-
dent of Regulatory Affairs 
and General Counsel Ernani 
DeAraujo was appointed by 
Mayor Walsh last week to 
the Boston School Commit-
tee.
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By John Lynds

One person was killed 
and five others injured 
early Tuesday morning 
when an SUV lost control 
on Chelsea Street and hit a 
utility pole,

The deadly crash 
happened at 1 a.m. on 
Chelsea Street near the 
Marty Coughlin Bypass 

Road. The severely dam-
aged SUV could be seen 
wrapped around a utility 
pole just before the Chel-
sea Street Bridge. A child 
safety car seat could also 
be seen on the ground near 
the crash site. There’s no 
word if a child was injured 
in the fatal crash but it 
appears First Responders 
used the ‘jaws of life’ to 

extract the injured occu-
pants from the car. 

Authorities as of dead-
line have released not 
much other information 
other than one person was 
killed and five others were 
transported to area hospi-
tals after the crash. 

They say the crash is 
currently under investiga-
tion.

the hardest worker in the 
room.  These are valuable 
traits I carry into my prac-
tice that allow me to suc-
cessfully advocate for my 
clients.”  A.J. handles an 
array of legal matters in-
cluding civil, business and 
criminal litigation as well 
as real estate and licensure 
matters.  He has success-
fully argued before a judge 
or jury in multiple ven-
ues across the Common-
wealth.  Some of his local 
representative matters in-
clude Maverick’s, which 
involved Superior Court 
litigation, and Pazza on 
Porter, where he represent-
ed Pazza in the acquisition 
of their liquor license.  “To 

me, the word attorney is 
synonymous with being 
a problem solver and I 
view being an attorney as 
not only a profession, but 
a calling to help people in 
need.  The most reward-
ing aspect of being an at-
torney is seeing the hard 
work payoff in the form of 
reaching successful results 
for your clients, whether 
it’s representing a lifelong 
friend in the purchase of 
their first home or a local 
restaurant in protecting or 
growing their business.” 
“As someone who was 
born and raised in Eastie I 
owe it to help improve the 
community and I am excit-
ed for the opportunity to 

assist through the Chamber 
of Commerce.”  “In addi-
tion to the support of my 
parents, I was fortunate 
growing up to be surround-
ed by many great local role 
models, business minds 
and community leaders 
including current Cham-
ber president Jim Kearney 
as well as past Chamber 
presidents Joanne Chance 
and Joe Ruggiero.”  A.J. is 
an associate attorney with 
D’Ambrosio Brown, LLP, 
he is admitted to practice 
in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and the 
United States District 
Court for the District of 
Massachusetts.

Visit eastietimes.com

Moscone //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

Downing //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

REVISED NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
Pursuant to G. L. c. 30A, §18-20  

The East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Incorporated 

Notice is hereby by  given that the Meeting of The East Boston 
Project Advisory Committee, Inc., (aka PierPAC) scheduled for 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 has been. 

CANCELED 
The next scheduled meeting via Zoom will be held on March 15, 2021. 

A copy of this notice has also been posted on the organization’s website at: 
www.EBPierPAC.org 

and has also been placed on file with the Regulations Division of the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth by mailing same via first class mail at least 5 days prior to the scheduled date of 
the meeting. 

East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc. 
By: Louise Montanino, President

in 2019 in honor of Down-
ing’s great great-grandun-
cle Albert Henry Downing 
of Eastie who died during 
World War I. 

While living in Eastie, 
Downing has seen first 
hand the inequities that 
have existed for quite 
some time but have only 
been exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I think the major issues 
right are going to be the 
COVID response and the 
lessons we’ve learned from 
COVID,” said Downing. 
“What did it expose? What 
did it show? I think what it 
showed was something a 
lot of us already knew ex-
isted. We have these wid-
ening economic and racial 
gaps in Massachusetts 
around income and wag-
es, around wealth and gaps 
between communities in 
parts of the state that have 
grown and have benefit-
ed from economic growth 
in recent decades. So the 
focus will be how do we 
close those gaps, how do 
we address economic and 
racial justice and, while 
doing that, take the urgent 
steps that we need to take 
to address climate change. 
We know that the scarcest 
resource when it comes to 
climate change is time. We 
only have really a decade 
here to take the steps we 
need to build a sustainable 
society and I don’t think 
our actions at the state lev-
el have reflected that.”

Downing argues that 
most urgent priority over 
climate change has perco-
lated up from members of 
the legislature, there needs 
to be more sense of ur-
gency from the executive 
branch of government. 

“We need more of a 
sense of urgency,” said 
Downing. “We know com-
munities like East Boston, 
Chelsea, Revere and even 
Pittsfield were targeted 
for the development of 
fossil fuel infrastructure 
and have the asthma rates 
and other public health 
indicators to reflect that. 
We know a transition to a 
clean energy economy and 

the spillovers from that are 
positive. We have more 
jobs to create by putting 
solar on roofs, building en-
ergy storage, doing energy 
retrofits of homes, building 
offshore wind---there’s a 
lot of jobs there.”

Since 2017 Downing 
has served in a leadership 
role at Nexamp, a leading 
renewable energy com-
pany. In that role, Down-
ing led efforts to improve 
accessibility within the 
green economy, expand 
to new markets outside of 
the northeast, and deploy 
cutting-edge energy stor-
age solutions here at home. 
He serves on the board of 
the Environmental League 
of Massachusetts and is a 
leading advocate for cli-
mate action in the Com-
monwealth.

“I’ve come away from 
Nexamp more optimistic,” 
said Downing. “The nay-
sayers will say, “Oh it’s 
big pie in the sky stuff” 
and it’s not going to really 
do anything with the econ-
omy. I think the most ex-
citing thing for me is to see 
the solutions that we have 
to climate change that are 
at our fingertips--wheth-
er that’s solar energy ef-
ficiency, battery storage, 
offshore wind--they’re 
there to be tapped. What’s 
been missing is leadership 
that’s ready to tap into that 
potential and set a higher 
standard for all of us. All 
too often you see Governor 
Baker echo talking points 
from the real estate lobby 
and others who say these 
will cost too much and 
slow down development. 
We’ve heard those con-
cerns every step along the 
way when it comes to the 
climate change debate in 
Massachusetts. But every 
step along the way those 
talking points have been 
proven wrong. Yes, there 
are costs but the benefits 
far outweigh the costs. 
We’ve seen that time and 
time again and the great 
thing about these jobs is 
they will be done in Mas-
sachusetts, the work has to 
be done here, and they’re 

good blue collar jobs that 
can be done in every cor-
ner of the state.”

Another focus said 
Downing will be to invest 
in transportation that can 
help cut down on carbon 
emissions. 

“A big part of address-
ing climate change issues 
is making transit more 
reliable and you look at 
Governor Baker’s record; 
it’s a record of cutting the 
budget at the MBTA,” 
said Downing. “We need 
to increase ridership and 
make it more reliable but 
we need to do the same 
with the Bus Rapid Tran-
sit (BRT) because the BRT 
just isn’t relevant but we 
need it to be. We need peo-
ple to see that as a viable 
option that gets them out 
of their cars. It is a signif-
icant undertaking but it’s 
that much tougher to do 
without leadership from 
the corner office.”

As a state Senator, 
Downing represented the 
largest district in the state, 
comprising 52 cities and 
towns. Over a decade in 
office he led legislative ef-
forts to accelerate our clean 
energy development and 
respond to climate change, 
rebuild our urban and rural 
economies, reduce poverty 
and hunger, strengthen our 
state ethics laws, and ex-
pand protections for trans-
gender individuals. 

“I’m running for Gover-
nor to build a fairer, stron-
ger Massachusetts,” said 
Downing. “I believe there 
is no limit to what we can 
accomplish here. But the 
leadership needed to un-
lock this potential is sorely 
lacking. As we recover and 
reimagine our future in the 
months and years to come, 
we need a Governor who 
sees, feels and understands 
the gravity of this moment 
and how we got here; who 
is not content with accu-
mulating power but who is 
ready to use that power to 
respond boldly to the dire 
impacts of the pandemic, 
rising racial inequality, 
and the urgency of climate 
change.”

DeAraujo //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

managing, and evaluat-
ing the Superintendent; 
and setting and reviewing 
district policies and prac-
tices to support student 
achievement.

“I’m excited,” said 
DeAraujo, who lives in 
Eastie with his wife and 
two children. “I’ve been 
thinking about this for a 
while and then I saw the 
opportunity open up and 
I applied. It is a pretty 
extensive application pro-
cess. Then you go through 
an interview process with 
different educators, ad-
ministrators, and com-
munity people. Then they 
(the 13-member Citizens 
Nominating Panel) recom-
mend a slate of candidates 
to the mayor. At that point 
it’s the mayor that choos-
es who he really wants on 
the committee and so it 
worked out.”

Historically, DeAraujo 
will become only the third 
Eastie resident to serve 
on the school commit-
tee behind former School 
Committee President John 
Nucci and Pixie Palladino. 
However, DeAraujo will 
become the first appointed 
member from Eastie since 
the committee switched 
from being an elected 
body to an appointed one. 

“I believe I’m the first 
millennial school commit-
tee member,” he said. “I 
have comfort with remote 
and virtual technology and 
I hope I can bring some of 
that knowledge to the ta-
ble.”

DeAraujo is a lifelong 
resident of Eastie where 
he is very involved in the 
community through his 
work at the East Boston 
Neighborhood Health 
Center, and as a former 
neighborhood liaison 
for Eastie during the late 
Mayor Thomas Meni-
no Administration. He is 
the former President of 
NOAH Community De-
velopment Corporation, 
where he oversaw the 
East Boston-based com-
munity development cor-
poration and worked to 
create affordable housing 
and community build-
ing, especially through 
youth development and 
environmental justice. He 
co-founded a program for 
East Boston High School, 
named the Mario Umana 
Public Service Fellowship 
that works to connect stu-
dents with internship op-
portunities in government 
and summer programs and 
helps students apply to 
college. 

“In my interviews, I 
talked a lot about East 

Boston and everything 
that is going on here with 
our mix of different pop-
ulations,” said DeArau-
jo. “There is also a kind 
of the baby boom we are 
experiencing in Eastie 
that other parts of the city 
hasn’t seen. So I think a 
lot of our needs are dif-
ferent from other parts 
of the city so I definitely 
want to highlight that and 
then work together with 
the Superintendent and 
her team to listen and hear 
what the needs are across 
the district but in particu-
lar, East Boston. The first 
thing I’m going to do is 
meet with all East Boston 
school heads. I want to 
listen. I’m going to plug 
into the parent groups, 
welcoming folks to reach 
out and hope to speak with 
community groups or any 
one that cares about the 
system and can help. I re-
ally want to listen and do 
whatever I can to improve 
schools.”

DeAraujo’s experience 
at EBNHC, which opened 
up a full service satel-
lite clinic at East Boston 
High several years ago, 
has given him insight to 
the connection between 
health and academic per-
formance. 

“When you focus on 
closing any achievement 
gap you focus on bringing 
resources to where they 
are needed and that is what 
EBNHC did at the High 
School,” said DeAraujo. 
“If you have kids that are 
struggling with depressive 
disorders, anxiety disor-
ders, uncontrolled asthma 
it’s going to be really hard 
for them to learn. So that 
condition feeds into that 
cycle of absenteeism, poor 
performance and other ac-
ademic struggles. I want 
BPS to do more of that 
through the Boston Public 
Health Commission and 
really address those issues 
and get more resources 
like the Health Center did 
at East Boston High.”

DeAraujo attended 
Boston Public Schools, 
including Bradley Ele-
mentary, Umana Acad-
emy, and Boston Latin 
School (BLS), and went 
on to receive a B.A. from 
Harvard College and a 
J.D. from Washington and 
Lee University School of 
Law in Lexington, VA. 
In addition, DeAraujo is 
a Trustee of the BLS As-
sociation, Board Secretary 
for the Center for Com-
munity Health Education 
Research and Service, 
Inc., and is Vice Chair-
man of the John William 

Ward Fellowship, where 
he helps coordinate public 
service programs for BLS 
students. 

“I’m grateful to Mayor 
Walsh for entrusting me 
with this opportunity to 
give back to the Boston 
Public Schools that have 
so positively impacted 
my life,” said DeAraujo. 
“From the Bradley Ele-
mentary School in East 
Boston to the Boston Lat-
in School, BPS gave me 
a foundation of academ-
ic, social, and emotional 
strength for adulthood. 
I want to add my efforts 
on the School Commit-
tee to ensure that all BPS 
students have the oppor-
tunities I did. I look for-
ward to working with the 
Committee, Superinten-
dent Cassellius, and the 
dedicated staff of BPS to 
bring kids and staff back 
to school safely through 
this pandemic and contin-
ue the course of rebuilding 
and reimagining BPS to 
spread excellence across 
all of our kids and fami-
lies.”

Alexandra Oliver-Dávi-
la, chairperson of the 
Boston School Commit-
tee, said on behalf of the 
Boston School Commit-
tee, she was pleased to 
welcome DeAraujo as its 
newest colleague. 

 “He has strong connec-
tions in the community, a 
demonstrated passion for 
helping students succeed, 
and great experience as a 
graduate of our schools,” 
she said. “I look forward 
to working alongside him 
in service to the students, 
families, and educators of 
the Boston Public Schools 
and commend Mayor 
Walsh for this appoint-
ment and his ongoing 
commitment to ensure the 
Boston School Committee 
represents the diversity of 
our schools and our city.” 

The members of the 
school committee are Bos-
ton residents appointed 
by the Mayor of Boston 
to serve four-year stag-
gered terms. Mayor Walsh 
made these appointments 
based on a list of candi-
dates recommended by 
a committee of parents, 
teachers, principals, and 
representatives of busi-
ness and higher education. 
Under the legislation that 
established the appointed 
School Committee, “the 
Mayor shall strive to ap-
point individuals who re-
flect the racial, ethnic, and 
socioeconomic diversity 
of the city.”

One dead, five injured in Eastie crash

A photo of the SUV that was involved in a fatal car crash on Chelsea Street Tuesday morn-
ing. 
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NORMAL POSTAL 
DELIVERY 
SCHEDULE TO 
RESUME ON 
TUESDAY

Postal employees 
across the commonwealth 
will pause on Monday, 
February 15, to celebrate 
President’s Day. Retail 
offices will be closed and 
there will be no collection 
or street delivery of mail 
except for guaranteed 
overnight parcels.

Full retail and delivery 
operations will resume on 
Tuesday, February 16.

The Postal Service re-
ceives no tax dollars for 
operating expenses and 
relies on the sale of post-
age, products and services 
to fund its operations.

THE EAST BOSTON 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 
COMMEMORATES 
PRESIDENT’S DAY

The East Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce will be 
placing a display of Amer-
ican flags to commemorate 
the upcoming President’s 
Day on Monday, 2/15/21 
at the Daniel H Solari 
Square outside the Cham-
ber of Commerce office at 
464 Bremen Street.

President’s Day is a cel-
ebration of United States’ 
Presidents.  It is a day to 
remember the founding 
of our nation.  Please note 
that the flags are for dis-
play purposes.   If anyone 
wishes to obtain a flag, 
please feel free to contact 
the Chamber at  eastbos-
tonchamber.com to pur-
chase a flag.  You can take 
a selfie of yourself or oth-
ers with the flag display 
and post it on social media 
with the hashtag #eastbos-
tonchamber  to enter in a 
raffle for a free US flag 
like those found in the dis-
play.

We will announce the 
winner on the East Boston 
Chamber of Commerce 
Facebook Page.

Spanish Version:
Nota de prensa
Cámara de Comercio de 

East Boston			 
5 de febrero de 2021

Veronica Robles 		
617-308-2314

La Cámara de Comer-
cio de East Boston con-
memora el Día del Presi-
dente.

La Cámara de Comer-
cio de East Boston colo-
cará una exhibición de 
banderas estadounidenses 
para conmemorar el próx-
imo Día del Presidente 
el lunes 15 de febrero, 
2021 en Daniel H. Solari 
Square, frente a la oficina 
de la Cámara de Comercio 
en el 464 Bremen Street 
en East Boston.

El Día del Presidente 
es un día para recordar la 
fundación de nuestra na-
ción. Tenga en cuenta que 
las banderas son para fines 
de exhibición. Si alguien 

desea comprar una ban-
dera, póngase en contacto 
con la Cámara de Comer-
cio por medio de la página 
oficial en eastbostoncham-
ber.com. 

Para participar en un 
sorteo de una bandera es-
tadounidense tómese una 
selfie solo o con otras 
personas en donde se en-
cuentran las banderas en 
exhibición y publicarlas 
en las redes sociales con el 
hashtag #eastbostoncham-
ber.  

Anunciaremos al ga-
nador en la página de 
Facebook de la Cámara de 
Comercio de East Boston.

STORYWALK 
SERIES COMING 
TO BOSTON PARKS

Families and caregivers 
looking for a fun February 
vacation children’s ac-
tivity are invited to head 
outside for the first-ever 
StoryWalk series in City 
of Boston parks, avail-
able starting Friday, Feb-
ruary 12, through Friday, 
March 12. StoryWalks 
can be found in Brighton, 
East Boston, Hyde Park, 
Roslindale, and Roxbury, 
with a bilingual Spanish/
English installation in 
centrally-located Franklin 
Park. Children and fami-
lies participating are en-
couraged to wear a face 
covering, stay six feet 
away from others, and en-
joy with members of their 
own household.

A StoryWalk is an inno-
vative and delightful way 
for children and adults to 
enjoy both reading and the 
outdoors. Laminated pag-
es from children’s books 
are attached to wooden 
stakes and installed along 
outdoor paths. As vis-
itors stroll through the 
park, they are directed to 
the next page in the sto-
ry. StoryWalks have been 
installed in 50 states and 
13 countries and are now 
coming to Boston’s parks. 
Boston Public Library 
branches near the Story-
Walks will offer activi-
ties for families to enjoy, 
including craft activities 
and live book readings on 
Facebook Live.

“Parks Department 
staff have been working 
to find new and innovative 
activities tailored to the 
current social distancing 
guidelines, and the Bos-
ton Public Library offered 
to lend the StoryWalk 
materials for installation 
in parks,” noted Mayor 
Martin J. Walsh. “Boston 
Parks and Recreation’s 
first StoryWalk is a great 
perfect way to encourage 
children to exercise and 
get some fresh air, while 
learning and discovering 
a great book. When City 
departments collaborate, 
residents win.” 

The Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department 
teamed up with the Boston 
Public Library, the High-

land Street Foundation, 
and the New England Pa-
triots Foundation to pro-
duce a series of StoryWalk 
installations in five neigh-
borhood parks across the 
city with additional sup-
port provided by Xfini-
ty. The StoryWalk Proj-
ect was created by Anne 
Ferguson of Montpelier, 
Vermont and developed 
in collaboration with the 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library. 

The distance between 
stations will naturally 
support social distancing, 
but visitors are reminded 
to stay 6 feet away from 
those who are not mem-
bers of their own house-
hold. Face coverings must 
be worn in public parks. If 
participants find the Sto-
ryWalk to be crowded, 
they are encouraged to 
come back another time or 
choose a different Story-
Walk location. 

Lopresti Park, 33 
Sumner Street, East Bos-
ton

Book: “The Dot”
Language: English
Description: Vashti 

believes that she cannot 
draw, but her art teacher’s 
encouragement leads her 
to change her mind.

For more information 
on the StoryWalk Series, 
visit Boston.gov/Story-
Walks.

For current social dis-
tancing guidelines in 
City of Boston parks 
please visit: www.bos-
ton.gov/news/coronavi-
rus-covid-19-updates-bos-
ton-parks-and-recreation.

ORIENT HEIGHTS 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCIL MEETING 
AGENDA

The next meeting for 
the Orient Heights Neigh-
borhood Council will be 
held Tuesday, February 
16, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. via 
Zoom. For your informa-
tion and so that you may 
post and share it, the agen-
da is below:

Orient Heights Neigh-
borhood Council Meeting 
Agenda - Tuesday Febru-
ary 16th, 2020

Location: Zoom 
Meeting starts at 6:30 

pm, but the Zoom link 
will open at 6:00pm to get 
acclimated. The meeting 
will be recorded.

Zoom meeting infor-
mation: https://zoom.
us/j/8418035902 

 Agenda
Public Safety   
Station 7 Community 

Update: Officer Dan Si-
mons

Announcements & 
General Presentations

East Boston Transpor-
tation Justice Coalition

The TJC is a coalition 
of neighbors fighting to 
unify concerned East Bos-
ton residents and voices 
to find community-driv-
en, equitable solutions 
to Eastie’s transportation 
challenges. 

You can help improve 
transportation safety in 
East Boston by taking 
their survey at: http://bit.
ly/36WSrmZ 

Updates from Boston 
City Councilor Lydia Ed-
wards

Lydia Edwards has 
served as City Council-
or for the 1st district of 
Boston since 2017. She 
represents East Boston, 
Charlestown, and the 
North End.

Renegade’s Pub
Change of majori-

ty ownership in existing 
business which currently 
holds a neighborhood-re-
stricted liquor license. The 
change in ownership re-
quires a new liquor license 
application pursuant to the 
neighborhood-restricted 
license rules. Otherwise, 
no changes are proposed 
to the existing business.

Orient Heights Design 
Review Committee

Presentation on Design 
Review Committee pro-
cess and meeting timeline. 
While the existing bylaws 
do not need to be amend-
ed a vote will be taken on 
moving informational de-
velopment presentations 
to the Design Review 
Committee meetings. All 
development presenta-
tions that are up for a vote 
will remain in OHNC 
meetings, and Design Re-
view Committee meeting 
notices and agendas will 
be sent out the same as 
OHNC meetings are.

Development Presenta-
tions

VOTE 
137 Leyden Street - 

New three-story building 
with six 2-bedroom units 
varying from 961 sq ft to 
1,199 sq ft with a total of 
five parking spaces.

Presentation: https://bit.
ly/3pHG4CR 

6-8 Saint Andrew Road 
- renovation of existing 
rear deck. Scope includes 
extending deck to upper 
floor, addition of an egress 
stair, and extension of first 
floor portion of deck. Ren-
ovation of rear basement 
access stair/door also in-
cluded.

Adjournment
The next OHNC meet-

ing will be held on Mon-
day, March 15, 2021.

News in Brief

COVID //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Fees may reduce earnings. Other fees may apply, 
see schedule of fees for details. Gift is awarded when account is opened. Please note, in the event the value of the 
free gift exceeds $10, the bank is required to report the gift value on form 1099-INT. The recipient is responsible for 
all applicable taxes. Bank rules and regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.

                     800.657.3272         EBSB.comMember FDIC | Member DIF
NMLS # 457291

→ Instant issue ATM/VISA® check card with  
      access to Allpoint® ATM network

→ Mobile Banking, People Pay and Mobile    
      Check Deposit

→ Online Banking, Bill Pay and e-Statements

→ Plus, get your FREE GIFT when you open   
      any new checking account!

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT
AND YOU’LL RECEIVE FREE:

Simply Free Checking        ∙     Interest Checking       ∙   Premier Checking

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

ESCAPE FOR A
LITTLE WHILE.
We’ll take care of 
the rest.

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                     PRICE
Kollie, Jethro S	 Long Beach Realty 2 Corp	 976 Bennington St              	 $965,000
Vele, Joseph D          	 398 Bremen Street LLC	 398 Bremen St #3               	 $670,000
Wang, Jonathan Z       	 398 Bremen Street LLC	 398 Bremen St #4               	 $795,000
Interiano, Elias	 Stepanuk, Marina      	 80 Chelsea St              	 $1,125,000
159 Cottage St Unit 5 RT 	 MTM FT             	 159 Cottage St #5            	 $290,000
Interiano, Elias	 Portillo, Juana	 252 Princeton St            	 $1,000,000
Martinez, Omar P	 Enamorado, Estuardo    	 142 Putnam St              	 $445,000

week before, and down 
1.6 percentage points over 
the last two weeks.”

The Mayor said that, 
throughout the pandem-
ic, Boston has taken a 
cautious approach to re-
opening, and only moves 
forward with reopening if 
public health experts say 
it’s safe.

“In recent weeks, we’ve 
seen some improvement 
in our COVID numbers,” 
said Walsh. “That is why 
we are moving into Phase 
3 Step 1 today (Monday). 
You can go to Boston.
gov/Reopening to find the 
list of businesses allowed 
to reopen.”

The Mayor also men-
tioned that, last week, the 
State moved Boston from 
“high risk” to “moderate 
risk” on their map, which 
is encouraging news. 
However, Walsh warned 
that we must stay vigilant. 

“The numbers could 
change any time,” he said. 
“Every single person has 
a role to play in keeping 
these numbers down.  Ev-
eryone can take actions 
on a daily basis to pro-
tect themselves and their 
loved ones.” He reminded 
everyone to wear a mask; 
social distance; wash your 
hands with soap and warm 
water; disinfect surfaces; 
and avoid gatherings.

He also reminded ev-

eryone to make testing a 
part of your routine. 

“We have over 30 test-
ing sites including mo-
bile sites that are free and 
open to all, regardless of 
symptoms. Visit Boston.
gov or call 3-1-1 for com-
plete details,” said Walsh. 

Eastie’s COVID infec-
tion rate only increased 
2.2 percent last week and 
went from 1,346.5 cases 
per 10,000 residents to 
1,375.5 cases per 10,000 
residents. The citywide 
average is 798.9 cases per 
10,000 residents. 

An additional 136 East-
ie residents contracted the 
virus and there are now 
6,455 confirmed cases, up 
from the 6,319 reported 
two weeks ago. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the number 
of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
4.8 percent   percent last 
week and went from  
52,704 cases to 55,236 
confirmed cases in a 
week. Forty-one Boston 
residents died from the vi-
rus last week and there are 
now 1,194 total deaths in 
the city from COVID. 

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats 
by neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID 
testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit en-
gagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, 

sports stories and photos for publication. Items 
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broad-
way, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed 
to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com

LETTER to the Editor

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mailing 

address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 
Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.
com. Letters must be signed.  

We reserve the right to edit for length and content.

Scott Heigelmann
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I STAND 
SHOULDER TO 
SHOULDER WITH 
THOSE AGAINST 
THE SUBSTATION

To the Editor,
East Boston has a long, 

storied history of fighting 
back against special inter-
ests with an activist heart.

As many Eastie resi-
dents know, in the 1960s 
the Maverick Street Moth-
ers blocked construction 
vehicles with baby car-
riages to protest against 
airport expansion. They 
began protesting because 
of unsafe conditions, 
noise, and pollution neg-
atively impacting their 
quality of life.

The spirit and legacy 
of the Maverick Street 
Mothers lives on through 
today’s environmental 
justice battles. Last week, 
WBUR highlighted the 

stories of Diana Cifuent-
es and Maritza Manrique 
as they fight against the 
proposed Eversource sub-
station on the banks of 
the Chelsea Creek. Read-
ing the article filled my 
heart with pride and joy 
and I am honored to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with 
those against the substa-
tion.

The activism of Diana, 
Maritza, and the rest of the 
activists organized by the 
incredible work of Green-
Roots echoes the fight 
of the Maverick Street 
Mothers in the ‘60s. This 
community has shown 
time and time again that 
it will stand up and fight 
when faced with injustice, 
whether it’s caused by 
airport pollution or a new 
substation.

The proposal is the 
wrong idea, provides the 
wrong energy source, and 
is at the wrong location.

Despite the victories of 
the Maverick Street Moth-
ers, East Boston continues 
to be overwhelmed by 
more than our fair share 
of environmental bur-
dens with the airport, jet 
fuel tanks, and pollution 
from the traffic on Route 
1A. Adding a substation 
on a flood prone site in a 
densely populated neigh-
borhood to that list is un-
acceptable.

A few years ago, I set 
up the Edwards Empow-
erment Fund to distribute 
Maverick Street Mothers 
Scholarships to local par-
ents that have shown a 
commitment to the com-
munity and a desire to em-
power themselves by con-
tinuing their education. 
My hope is that the schol-
arship will help the legacy 
of the original Maverick 
Street Mothers live on as 
future Eastie generations 
fight against their own in-

justices.
Last fall, Martiza and 

Diana received Maverick 
Street Mothers Scholar-
ships from the Edwards 
Empowerment Fund in 
recognition of their work 
in the neighborhood. I’m 
so grateful for all of the 
donors and sponsors that 
contributed to help pro-
vide an opportunity for 
them to reach their full 
potential. It’s heartwarm-
ing to see the community 
come together to support 
activist parents as they 
work to make our neigh-
borhood a better place to 
live.

I look forward to cel-
ebrating each honoree’s 
successes along with a 
new group of activists at 
this year’s scholarship cel-
ebration in November.

City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards

Boston City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards has filed 
a hearing order to discuss 
how construction and util-
ity permits can be issued 
in a way that would min-
imize quality of life im-
pacts on residents.

“I’ve heard from resi-
dents throughout the dis-
trict about how they’re af-
fected by having multiple 
construction and utility 

projects in their neighbor-
hood at the same time,” 
said Councilor Edwards. 
“I’m filling this hearing 
order to bring everyone 
together and have a con-
versation about how we 
can make sure that es-
sential work gets done in 
a way that minimizes the 
disruption to residents.”

The hearing order is 
also meant to address the 

issue of resident notifica-
tion when permits are is-
sued.

“Many of the issues 
that people currently face 
could be solved with prop-
er notice,” added Coun-
cilor Edwards. “If people 
knew that a street was go-
ing to be closed they could 
plan ahead.

We have to make sure 
that residents are notified 

when there are utility per-
mits issued in their area.”

The hearing order will 
be introduced at Wednes-
day’s council meeting and 
assigned to a committee. 
A public hearing will then 
be scheduled where mem-
bers of the public will be 
able to testify.

Edwards files hearing order on coordination of construction permits

WINTRY BLAST IS NOT SO 
HARD TO TAKE

The polar vortex once again has spun out of control, 
as it has done often in recent years. Instead of remain-
ing in a tightly-wrapped circular motion around the 
Arctic, the vortex has been weakened by record-high 
temperatures in the Arctic in recent years because of 
climate change, thereby loosening the vortex’s centrif-
ugal force and allowing waves of cold air to drift from 
the Arctic to the continental United States.

We have to admit however, that the cold air has been 
refreshing. We’re not suggesting that we want the sort 
of cold that is gripping the midwest with below-zero 
temperatures and -50 wind chills, but what is winter 
without a little spell of cold weather? 

We think all would agree that Sunday’s snowstorm, 
with those huge flakes of snow floating down upon us, 
was wondrous. Catching them in your mouth (as we did 
while out for a run before the Super Bowl) was some-
thing to be appreciated by all of the senses.

Sure, milder winters are easy on our heating bills and 
we don’t have to worry about freezing pipes, slippery 
roads, and all of the other difficulties that come with 
winter weather.

But it is precisely the harshness of winter that makes 
us appreciate summer all the more. It won’t be long 
before the lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer are here 
and these days of sub-freezing weather will barely be 
a memory.

TB SETTLED THE GOAT 
QUESTION

Yes Pats’ fans, it was bittersweet to watch the duo of 
Tom Brady and Rob Gronkowski lead the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers to a Super Bowl championship.

On the other hand, no Pats’ fan should be deluded 
into thinking that if the Pats’ management had kept 
#12, New England fans would be celebrating with a 
victory parade this week.

Tampa Bay started the season with far more talent on 
its offense than the Patriots and then went out and add-
ed Rob Gronkowski, Leonard Fournette, and Antonio 
Brown -- all of whom not so coincidentally scored the 
Tampa Bay touchdowns.

But analysis aside, the game captured the imagina-
tion of fans -- and even non-fans --across the country 
because of the matchup between the greatest QB of all 
time, now at the age of 43, vs. the up-and-comer, 25 
year-old Patrick Mahomes, from Kansas City. 

In addition, en route to the big game, Brady had van-
quished two other GOAT wannabes, Drew Brees and 
Aaron Rodgers, while another GOAT pretender, Ben 
Roethlisberger over in the AFC, had fizzled out. 

The Brady-Mahomes matchup was a classic, made-
for-TV, duel-for-the-ages.

But in the end, it was #12 who stood tall and confi-
dent in the pocket, firing lasers to his receivers, while 
Mahomes was scrambling around haphazardly and 
making costly mistakes.

New England fans were fortunate to have had the joy 
of watching Tom Brady perform his magic for 19 sea-
sons, including six championships in nine Super Bowl 
appearances. 

It was a run of excellence that will not be repeated, 
either here or anywhere else -- because there is only 
one GOAT.
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The Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
invites you to a Virtual Public Information Meetings
for the Sumner/Callahan Vent Building Upgrade Project

These meetings will provide an opportunity for the public to hear an overview of the Sumner/Callahan Vent Building Upgrade Project including project 
overview and schedule and community and traffic impacts. Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions and offer comments. The project 
entails an upgrade to the tunnels’ dated pump stations and vent buildings to improve system reliability and safety and to minimize future maintenance 
while extending their service life. The project will also provide backup power by adding generators to power life-safety systems during loss of utility 
power. This work will require 20 overnight Sumner tunnel closures and frequent overnight lane reductions to the Sumner and Callahan Tunnels starting 
in 2021.

All residents, abutters, local business owners, and interested commuters are invited to attend. All attendees who sign into the meeting and provide an 
email address will be entered into the project’s email database to receive construction updates. Please note the presentation will be the same at both 
meetings. Spanish interpretation will be available at both virtual meetings and meeting materials will also be available in Spanish.

Note: This meeting is accessible to people with disabilities. MassDOT provides reasonable accommodations and/or language assistance free of charge 
upon request (e.g interpreters in American Sign Language and languages other than English, live captioning, videos, assistive listening devices and 
alternate material formats), as available. For accommodation or language assistance, please contact MassDOT’s Chief Diversity & Civil Rights Officer 
by phone at (857) 368-8580, TTD/TTY at (857) 266- 0603, fax (857) 368-0602 or by email to MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us. Requests should 
be made as soon as possible prior to the meeting, and for more difficult to arrange services including signlanguage, CART or language translation or 
interpretation, requests should be made at least ten business days before the meeting.

Title VI Notice of Nondiscrimination: MassDOT complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related federal and state statutes and regu-
lations. It is the policy of MassDOT to ensure that no person or group of persons shall on the grounds of Title VI protected categories, including race, 
color, national origin, or under additional federal and state protected categories including sex, age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression, religion, creed, ancestry, veteran's status (including Vietnam-era veterans), or background, be excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity administered by MassDOT. To request additional information 
about this commitment, or to file a complaint under Title VI or a related nondiscrimination provision, please contact MassDOT's Title VI Specialist by 
phone at (857) 368-8580, TTY at (857) 368-8580, fax (857) 368-0602or by e-mail at MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us.

If information is needed in another language, please contact the MassDOT Title VI Specialist by phone at (857) 368-8580.
Caso esta informação seja necessária em outro idioma, favor contar o Especialista em Título VI do MassDOT pelo fone 857-368-8580.

Si necesita información en otro lenguaje, favor contactar al especialista de MassDOT del Título VI al 857-368-8580.
如果需要使用其它语言了解信息，请联系马萨诸塞州交通部（MassDOT）《民权法》第六章专职人员，电话 857-368-858。

如果需要使用其它語言了解信息，請聯系馬薩諸塞州交通部（MassDOT）《民權法》第六章專職人員，電話 857-368-8580。

North End:Thursday, Feb. 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85605805265?pwd=OW4xWTVlQ-
jROTDdycGExcE1HNXM2Zz09
Webinar ID: 856 0580 5265 
Passcode: 449231 
Call in option: 888 788 0099 (Toll Free)

East Boston: Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021 at 6:00 PM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89302028638?pwd=amtpMm5Ie-
HEyU01TUXkrVGorL0Vydz09
Webinar ID: 893 0202 8638
Passcode: 563022
Call in option: 888 788 0099 (Toll Free)

Northgate Dental Center
A General & Multi-Specialty Practice
Specializing in Emergency Care

• Fillings, Crowns & Bridges
• Extractions
• Root Canal Treatment
• Gum Treatment
• Partials, Dentures

• F. Mobed, D.M.D. Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist)
•  R. Satayosh, D.M.D. Periodonstist (Gum Specialist)  

and Implant surgeon
• V. Varasteh, D.M.D. (Cosmetic Dentistry)
• L. Parsi, D.M.D.

•  Cosmetic Dentistry 
Veneers, Invisalign, Bleaching, Botox Injections

• Digital Radiographs
• State-of-the-Art Sterilization Techniques
• Microscope Aided Dentistry

www.ngdental.com

603 Broadway, Revere • 781-289-3600

By John Lynds 

Last week Rep. Adrian 
Madaro and Sen. Joseph 
Boncore helped push the 
passing of landmark cli-
mate change legislation in 
the House and Senate. 

The legislation aims to 
overhaul the state’s cli-
mate laws, drives down 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
creates clean energy jobs, 
and protects environmen-
tal justice communities. 

The passage of An Act 
Creating a Next-Genera-
tion Roadmap for Massa-
chusetts Climate Policy 
(S.9), sets a 2050 net-zero 

greenhouse gas emissions 
limit, as well as statewide 
limits every five years. 
The bill increases the re-
quirements for offshore 
wind energy procurement 
bringing the statewide to-
tal authorization to 5,600 
megawatts and requires 
emission reduction goals 
for MassSave, the state’s 
energy efficiency pro-
gram. 

For the first time the bill 
establishes the criteria in 
statute that define environ-
mental justice populations 
like the one that lives here 
in Eastie. 

“For the first time in 

Massachusetts histo-
ry, Environmental Jus-
tice (EJ) will become the 
law,” said Rep. Madaro. 
“Despite the governor’s 
unfortunate veto of the 
first bill, the legislature re-
cently passed an identical 
bill by an overwhelming 
margin. We have allowed 
low-income communities 
and communities of color 
to bear a disproportionate 
burden of pollutants and 
environmental hazards 
for far too long, while 
excluding them from the 
decision-making process 
affecting their neighbor-
hoods. The provisions in 

this bill are the first step 
in a long overdue process 
to ensure environmental 
equity and finally recog-
nize environmental justice 
and EJ communities in 
state law. I was proud to 
join my colleagues in the 
House and Senate to pass 
this legislation as part of 
the larger Climate Road-
map bill, and I want to 
thank my fellow sponsors, 
co-sponsors, and the many 
grassroots activists of the 
Environmental Justice Ta-
ble who worked so hard to 
get this done.”

The bill is good news 
for Eastie residents who 

have been overly bur-
dened environmentally by 
Logan International Air-
port, a highway that cuts 
through the middle of the 
neighborhood and other 
environmental impacts. 

“The swift passage 
of the Next-Generation 
Roadmap for Massachu-
setts Climate Policy un-
derscores the Legislature’s 
commitment to addressing 
the devastating impacts of 
the climate crisis and pro-
tecting our environment 
for future generations,” 
said Sen. Boncore (D-Win-
throp). “From storms that 
flood our coastal streets, 

to increased rates of asth-
ma among children, the 
climate crisis is in our 
backyards. This legisla-
tion supports a targeted 
approach to combating 
climate change in our En-
vironmental Justice com-
munities.”

The legislation also in-
creases support for clean 
energy workforce de-
velopment programs in-
cluding those targeting 
low-income communities, 
and improves gas pipeline 
safety.

The bill is now on the 
Governor’s desk to be 
signed into law or not.

Rep. Madaro, Sen. Boncore help push landmark climate legislation over the goal line

By John Lynds

At Monday night’s Jef-
fries Point Neighborhood 
Association meeting, City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
gave an end of the year re-
port on the Council’s suc-
cesses during 2020 as well 
as victories addressing lo-
cal issues like the Suffolk 
Downs development. 

“Suffolk Downs I think 
was by far one of the big-
gest issues,” Edwards be-
gan at the meeting Mon-
day night. “It is the biggest 
privately owned project 
ever in Boston’s history 
so that took a great deal of 
time and this year we vot-
ed to approve the initial 
zoning for it. That does 
not mean it’s a complete 
and absolute approval for 
the next 20 years it just 
means they get the start. 
There are many amend-
ments and they have to 
come back to the com-
munity to announce what 
they’re going to do and 
go through the process for 
each amendment. Again, 
as it’s the single largest 
private development in 
our history it meant we 
were going to have to lead 

in a special way and we 
couldn’t just accept what 
is typical for develop-
ment.”

One victory was ensur-
ing that upping the afford-
able component from 13 
percent to 20 percent as 
well as calling for more 
construction of fami-
ly-size units. 

“Seventy percent of our 
units in East Boston are 
two or three bedrooms but 
Suffolk downs, as orig-
inally proposed, had 70 
percent of their units as 
one bedroom and studios 
and that was unaccept-
able. So we pushed that 
down, and got it closer to 
50 percent to be units for 
families.”

Edwards said the city 
also made sure that there 
was some immediate re-
lief given to Eastie be-
cause of the pandemic 
and got up to an $800,000 
commitment between the 
city and the developer. 

“The first $200,000 
should be coming in the 
next week or so, just to 
East Boston residents,” 
said Edwards. “ We are the 
first community to have a 
neighborhood stabiliza-

tion fund. We also made 
sure we develop for all 
and we develop with our 
eyes towards an integrated 
community that celebrates 
our diversity.”

Edwards also discussed 
her Fair Housing amend-
ment and how it can im-
prove the lives of thou-
sands of residents in the 
neighborhood. 

“The Fair Housing 
movement is something 
that we really got nation-
al attention for,” said Ed-
wards. “This fair housing 
amendment essentially 
says that we are going to 
take our civil rights, we’re 
going to take our under-
standing of what is eq-
uitable, we’re going to 
take our protected classes 
of individuals--whether 
gay, lesbian, or bisexual 
or transgender, people of 
color or immigrants--and 
say our zoning laws will 
reflect a plan that includes 
fair housing for all. It must 
include them. It’s a feder-
al mandate that the Trump 
Administration walked 
away from. Essentially 
we’re saying to the BPDA 
you’re going to plan bet-
ter. You will plan but you 

won’t plan it in a way that 
assumes that families be-
long here that affordable 
housing belongs there and 
displacement shouldn’t be 
something that naturally 
happens. The community 
process should be more in-
clusive. All of those things 
are now part of our zoning 
code and we’re the first 
state and city in the nation 
to actually demand such at 
a local level. For those of 
you who have or might be 
history buffs you’ll know 
that zoning has been by 
far the most effective tool 
at discriminating and seg-
regating our communities, 
especially Boston. Being 
able to hold developers 
accountable is exciting for 
me and is one more tool 
for a lot of neighborhood 
associations and people to 
make sure that our com-
munities actually heal and 
get better as they build 
and grow. And if they 
don’t provide for healing 
and if they don’t provide 
for making us better they 
shouldn’t get the permits, 
they shouldn’t be allowed 
to build here because this 
probably isn’t the commu-
nity for them.”

Edwards also discussed 
Zoning Board reform and 
changes that are being dis-
cussed. 

“Zoning Board reform 
I think is by far the one 
thing that has impacted 
most people, and has been 
the most well received in 
terms of what we’ve got-
ten done,” said Edwards. 
“Initially proposed as a 
home rule petition that 
was very wide sweep-
ing in its revamping the 
zoning board, the mem-
bership, how it operated, 
demanding that it actually 
included members from 
urban planning and envi-
ronmentalist backgrounds 
as well as term limits.”

Mayor Martin Walsh 

took the proposed home 
rule petition and took out 
proposed changes that he 
could act on immediately 
through executive order. 

“So now we have in 
the executive order that 
requires board members 
to recuse themselves of 
projects with a conflict of 
interest,” said Edwards. 
“We instituted electronic 
notices, better records and 
timely information so that 
you will be able to sign up 
on a project by project ba-
sis and be able to receive 
all notices about a given 
project. Also the language 
accessibility is some-
thing I’m very passionate 
about.”

Councilor Lydia Edwards gives City Council update

City Councilor Lydia Edwards.

By John Lynds

The Harbor View 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion (HVNA) released the 
voting results from their 
February meeting earlier 
this month. 

HVNA members voted 
29 to 12 in favor of the 
project at 61-63 Horace 
Street, a project that calls 
for the construction of 
three-units of housing 
with parking. 

Richard Lynds, the at-
torney for owners Terese 
and Richard Riamondi, 
said his clients own the 
two-family home at 61 
Horace but recently ac-
quired the vacant lot next 
door. 

The lot is large enough 
to construct two, two-fam-
ily homes but the Ria-
mondi’s plan to build one 
three-unit building. 

Lynds said the building 

would be three stories and 
the units would be one, 
one-bedroom and two, 
three-bedroom units. They 
will all be homeowner-
ship. 

At the meeting,  HVNA 
gave kudos to the project’s 
architect Frank Delmuto 
and Lynds for listening 
to the community on the 
scale and design of the 
proposal. 

“I like this project and 
I like that this is under 
35 feet,” said one mem-
ber. “Thank you, Frank 
(Delmuto) and Rich 
(Lynds) for listening to the 
community and coming 
down to 35 feet. For the 
first time, for me anyway, 
we have enough parking 
and a good design. I sup-
port this project. It’s ev-
erything we asked for. A 
family could move in the 
home and I love the green-
space.”

HVNA members support 
Horace Street project

Attorney Richard Lynds pitches his client’s project on Horace Street.
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2021 2021 2021 Happy Valentine’s Day 

All you need is Love & Kisses!
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
Love, Scarlett & Lia xoxo

Happy Valnetines day Nonna 
we love you very much and can’t 
wait to give you a BIG HUG!

— Ava & Sophia
Auntie loves you 

Alianora and Emmalia

Happy Valentines Day 
Gabriella & Anthony! 

Auntie loves you

Gulianna and Mario, mommy 
loves her little sweeties! 

Happy Valentines Day 
Happy Valentine’s Day 

Love Hanna

Happy Valentine’s Nana & papa
LOVE you, Elijah

Happy Valentine’s Day 
Angelica and Nana Cheryla 

Grifoni

Happy Valentines Day 
Nani, Abuelito and Abuelita

Love your Little Luna xo

Hugs & Kisses and Sweet 
Valentine wishes      xoxo Olivia

Roses are red. These glasses are too, 
Who said a cat can’t have more style 
than you? Happy Valentine’s Day!

Happy Valentine’s Day 
Grammy Louise, I love you!

Love Charlotte
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By Cary Shuman

Bullied as a 12-year-
old honor roll student 
during his seventh-grade 
year at a Boston school, 
Mike Todd took that ugly 
incident in his life and 
turned into a positive.

The immediate years 
after the incident were 
challenging and Mike 
spent a lot of time reflect-
ing about it at home.  A 
voracious reader during 
that time, he read the 
book, “Rich Dad Poor 
Dad,” and it gave birth to 
his entrepreneurial spirit.

Todd believes that the 
entire experience helped 
set the foundation to his 
future. In a way, he is 
thankful for the struggle 
because it shaped who he 
is today and how he looks 
at the world.

And today Mike Todd, 
who grew up in East 
Boston with his family 
and attended Savio Prep, 
is the owner of a highly 
lucrative business, lives 
in Westchester Coun-
ty, N.Y., and his latest 
venture is motivational 
speaking. He specializes 
in helping people turn 
setbacks into comebacks 
while motivating them 
with actionable steps.

Todd, 36, is the own-
er and operator of three 
businesses, The Land-
scapers of Westchester, 
Handyman Westchester, 
and the Westchester Con-
tractor Group.

“The business has 
blossomed quite a bit,” 
he says humbly.

A move to Revere
brought a new outlook

Following the school 
incident, his family 
moved to Revere when he 
was in the eighth grade. 

Local residents will 
remember Mike Todd 

running a landscaping 
company (AMA Land-
scaping) as a teenager in 
Revere helping neighbors 
with their lawnmowing 
on Haddon Street, Beach 
Street, Victoria Street, 
and Vinal Street.

After spending his 
freshman year at Savio 
Prep in East Boston, he 
started his Revere High 
School education as a 
sophomore. 

He briefly studied 
business management at 
Bunker Hill Community 
College and many years 
later received a master’s 
degree in hygienic health 
care and sports nutrition 
from the University of 
Health.

Many Revere residents 
know of Mike’s sister, 
Cyndal Todd, for her ac-
complished career as a 
model, actress, and win-
ner of multiple beauty 
pageants. He also has a 
younger brother, Donald, 

and a sister, Elizabeth.
Their mother, Mary 

Jane, still lives on Victo-
ria Street, Revere. Their 
father, Donald, lives in 
Dorchester. 

“Everybody is very 
supportive, very helpful, 
and very much behind me 
in everything I do,” said 
Michael.

Entering the field of  
business ownership
Michael Todd did not 

meet with instant suc-
cess as a business owner. 
“I started a landscaping 
company and it failed,” 
recalled Todd. “I start-
ed another one and that 
failed, so I would go from 
working a job as a waiter 
or bartender or restau-
rant manager until I had 
enough money to start the 
next business if I could.”

In 2006, Todd launched 
an electrical installation 
and IT company hanging 
televisions and installing 
point-of-sale systems.

“That company real-
ly took off and I bought 
out an IT company that 
a friend had owned and 
we merged the two,” said 
Todd. “We became one 
of the top installers for 
the entire Northeast for 
Toys ‘R Us, Barnes and 
Noble, Target, Starbucks, 
and Chipotle.”

The success contin-
ued when in 2010 he 
launched 'The Landscap-
ers' brand, the company 
he owns until this day.

Todd brought that 
company to $250,000 in 
revenues in the first year. 
But a disagreement with 
a business associate led 
to Todd moving to Las 
Vegas for one year and 
starting an outdoor fitness 
business at a public park.

He then returned to 
New York where he re-
kindled a relationship 
with a former girlfriend, 
Crystal, with whom he is 
now married.

Todd got a job at Equi-
nox as a personal trainer 
but decided to start his 
own personal training 
company.

Two years later, he had 
a staff of four personal 
trainers and the business 
had gross annual sales of 
$400,000.

Todd and his wife 
moved from New York 
City to Westchester 
County, where he re-
launched a landscaping, 
design, and construction 
business.

“The company blew 
up the first year – doing 
$250,000 in the first year, 
a half million in the sec-
ond year, and we’ve been 
doubling every year,” 
said Todd.

“We do high-end, 
hardscape, patio, wall, 
and walkway landscape 
design. We don’t do any 

lawncare of any sort. We 
also do decking, which 
opened up the contracting 
side of the business. The 
handyman business was 
something I thought of 
for the winter months and 
that took off on its own. 
So the ball just keeps 
rolling and growing.”

Becoming in demand 
as a public speaker
Mike Todd is being 

called upon to tell his re-
markable story of over-
coming early adversity, 
navigating the trials and 
tribulations of a new 
business owner before 
forging success.

He has delivered 
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g 
speeches to middle and 
high school students and 
appeared at National 
Speakers Association and 
private events.

“The whole essence 
of my learning and my 
speeches is not just rah-
rah, motivational,” said 
Todd. “It’s more just 
about taking each one 
of the setbacks that you 
have and realizing why 
those setbacks happened, 
how to learn from them, 
and how to use those 

to catapult forward into 
something better.

“I speak from the per-
spective of entrepreneur-
ship. Your business fails 
and you can either blame 
everything around you or 
you can look at the rea-
sons why the business 
failed and make your next 
step better,” said Todd.

He does include the 
childhood bullying in-
cident in his remarks as 
an inspirational message 
to his young audiences. 
“My message is that even 
something this dramatic, 
you can pull the good out 
of it and see the positive 
from it and you can uti-
lize it. Everything in your 
life has an effect. It’s just 
whether you like to fo-
cus on the negative or the 
positive of that scenario. 
Every single setback is a 
setup for a comeback.”

Looking back on his 
days growing up in this 
city and living in the 
family home on Victoria 
Street, Mike Todd, suc-
cessful business owner 
and motivational speaker, 
says, “Revere was very 
good to me.”

National Grid has filed a 
proposal to expand access 
to solar energy and pro-
vide annual bill discounts 
to 20,000 low-income cus-
tomers in Massachusetts.

Solar-powered gener-
ation is a vital part of the 
strategy to meet Massachu-
setts’ clean energy goals. 
While many customers 
benefit from the savings 
of rooftop solar, not every 
customer has the means or 
ability to install solar pan-
els on their home.

Community Shared So-
lar is a part of the Solar 
Massachusetts Renewable 
Target (SMART) program, 
and it enables customers 
to lower their bills through 
local solar projects without 
having to install solar pan-
els on their property. 

To date, low-income 
customers have had lim-
ited access to the mon-
etary benefits available 
from participating in solar 
projects. As of December 
2020, less than five per-
cent of solar capacity in the 
SMART program serves 
low-income customers. 
The company’s Solar Ac-
cess Initiative,  which is 
pending review from the 
state Department of Public 
Utilities (DPU), seeks to 
make clean energy more 
accessible to low-income 
customers. 

“No matter their income 
level, all of our customers 
should share in the bene-
fits of distributed solar,” 
said Marcy Reed, presi-
dent of National Grid in 
Massachusetts. “With this 
proposal, we are demon-
strating our commitment 
to offering fair and afford-
able solutions as we drive 
toward our clean energy 
future.” 

The Solar Access Initia-
tive aims to expand access 
to Community Shared So-
lar projects by eliminat-
ing the need for customer 
credit checks through a 
new Solar Simplified Bill-
ing program.   In addition, 
National Grid will launch 
a Solar Enrollment Pro-
gram exclusively available 
to low-income customers 
that will provide approxi-
mately $240 in annual bill 
discounts.  

•Solar Simplified Billing
The owners of many 

Community Shared Solar 
projects screen applicants 
using credit scores to re-
duce the risk of late pay-
ments. This significantly 
limits the pool of custom-
ers who can qualify to par-
ticipate. National Grid’s 
Solar Simplified Billing 
eliminates the need for 
credit checks by guaran-
teeing on-time payments to 
project owners. 

•Solar Enrollment Pro-
gram

National Grid’s Solar 
Enrollment Program will 
simplify the process for 
low-income customers to 
sign up for Community 
Shared Solar projects. The 
program will offer a month-
to-month subscription, no 
sign-up or cancellation 
fees, and an electricity bill 
discount of approximately 
$240 per year.

National Grid will 
contract with and match 
low-income participants to 
Community Shared Solar 
projects. The contracted 
projects will not have to 
conduct their own custom-
er billing or recruitment, 
reducing their costs and 
making more bill discounts 
available to the low-in-
come participants. 

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 
7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30am Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY FEBRUARY 11TH, 2021 THROUGH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 17TH , 2021

Capri Sun ............................................. 2/$4.00
Ronzoni Pasta .................................10/$10.00
Classico Pasta Sauce ........................ 2/$4.00
Idahoan Mashed Potato Pouches 10/$10.00
Kraft Macaroni & Cheese ..............10/$10.00
Chicken of the Sea Solid White Tuna 4/$5.00
Maxwell House Coffee .........................2/$5.00
College Inn Broth ..................................... $0.89 
Tide Liquid Detergent 46oz .................. $5.99 
Eggo Waffles........................................ 2/$4.00
Ore Ida Potatoes .................................2/$5.00
Ellios Pizza .......................................... 2/$4.00
Rays Bagels ......................................... 3/$5.00
Noosa Yogurt ....................................... 3/$5.00
Dragone Ricotta Cheese 15oz .........2/$5.00
Fairlife Milk 52oz ............................... 2/$6.00

Wunderbar German Bologna ............$2.99/lb
Best Yet Oven Roasted 
Turkey Breast ..................................... $5.99/lb
Kretschmar Rotisserie 
Chicken Breast ................................... $6.99/lb
Sara Lee Honey Ham .......................... $5.99/lb
Great Lakes Mozzarella Cheese ...... $4.69/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, February 12th to Sunday February 14th

"while supplies last"

Produce
California Fresh Asian Cut 
Broccoli Crowns..................................$1.39 /lb
Fresh & Tasty Bite Sized Grape 
Tomatoes Pint ..................................... 2/$5.00
Fresh Jumbo Red Onions ...................... 79¢/lb 
Fresh Sno-White Cello Cauliflower .. $2.99/lb 
North Carolina Sweet Golden Yams ... 89¢/lb

Bakery

BAKERY
Red Velvet Cake ........................................ $5.99

DELI 
Hans Kissle Tortellini Salad .............. $5.99/lb
Best Yet American Cheese .................$2.99/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef ........................... $6.99/lb

PRODUCE
Fresh Sweet & Crunchy Green
Seedless Grapes ................................. $1.99/lb
Green Giant All Purpose Carrots
1lb Pkg ...........................................................79¢ 

MEAT
Boneless Eye Round Roast .......................$4.69/lb
Grade A Boneless Chicken Thighs ....... $1.39/lb
Matlaw's Stuffed Clams ......................... $4.99

GROCERY
Kemps Frozen Yogurt ......................... 2/$6.00
Hellmann's Mayonnaise .............. 2/$6.00 limit 2

Prince Pasta ................................. 2/$1.00 limit 4

Poppable Cannoli Chip &Dip ................... $2.99 
NY Style Cheesecake .............................$4.99 
Strawberry Swirl Cheesecake ..............$4.99 
Fudge Brownie Cheesecake ...................$4.99 
Sliced Cornbread .....................................$2.49

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ..............79¢/lb
Assorted Bone-In Pork Chops ........ $1.59/lb
Grade A Bone In Chicken Thighs ..........79¢/lb
Beef Chuck Shoulder London Broil 
Steaks ................................................. $3.29/lb

Sugadale Bacon ...............................2/$10.00
Bob Evans Side Dishes ......................2/$7.00

Family Pack Specials

livepineapplehomeadvisors.com
LivePineappleHomeAdvisors@outlook.com

Nicholas Ivancic, 
ERA Key Realty Services

617-582-3344

National Grid seeks approval to expand access to distributed solar

This success story began in Revere
After some setbacks, Mike Todd thrives as a business owner and motivational speaker

Mike Todd and his wife, Crystal Todd.

Mike Todd, successful business owner and highly regarded 
motivational speaker, delivers a keynote address.

National Grid is com-
mitted to being a respon-
sible business partner, de-
livering sustainable energy 
safely, reliably and afford-

ably, ensuring no one gets 
left behind. If approved by 
the DPU, the Solar Access 
Initiative would go into ef-
fect in early 2022.
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336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

To place a  memoriam 
in the 

Times Free Press, 
please call 

781-485-0588

Visit eastietimes.com

Richard C. Carbone 
of Winthrop, formerly of 
East Boston, passed away 
at the Brigham and Wom-
en’s Hospital in Boston 
on January 31. He was 80 
years old. 

Born in Boston, the be-
loved son of the late Jen-
nie (Todisco) and Ralph 
Carbone, he resided in 
East Boston before mov-
ing to Winthrop over 17 
years ago. 

Prior to his retirement, 
he worked as a manager at 
Logan Airport in the jani-
torial department. He was 
also the long-time treasur-
er at Jeffries Yacht Club 
in East Boston and a Past 
Exalted Ruler and Hon-
orary Life Member at the 
Winthrop Lodge of Elks.

He was the devoted hus-
band of Patricia (Frazier), 
the dear brother of Connie 
Carbone of East Boston 
and Carol Cooper and her 
late husband, Edwin of 
Saugus; cherished uncle 
of Robert, Michele C., 
Joe Jr., Denise, Michele 
F., Vincent, Monica, Bri-
an and the late Michael; 
beloved brother-in-law of 
Billy and Diane Frazier, 

Lorraine and Steven Tear, 
the late Joseph and Helen 
Frazier and Paul and Bar-
bara Frazier.

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the the 
Caggiano-O’Maley-Fra-
zier Funeral Home, Win-
throp. Interment was in 
the Woodlawn Cemetery 
in Everett.

Memorial donations 
may be made to the Fra-
zier Family Scholarship 
Fund c/o Winthrop Lodge 
of Elks 191 Washing-
ton Ave., Winthrop MA 
02152.

To sign the online 
guestbook, go to  www.
caggianofuneralhome.
com.

John Gigliello, Jr.
MBTA retiree

John B. Gigliello, Jr. of 
East Boston passed away 
on Wednesday, February 3. 

John was 
an employee 
of the Massa-
chusetts Bay 
Transpor ta-
tion Authority. 

He was also a member of 
the  Painter’s  Union Dis-
trict Council 35 and a US 
Army veteran of the Kore-
an Conflict.  

The beloved husband 
of Sophie (Saviano) Gigli-
ello, he was the devoted 
father of John Gigliello 
III and his wife, Mary of 
Peabody, Steven Gigliello 
of East Boston  and Cher-
yl Yebba and her husband, 
Nicholas of Everett; dear 
brother of Michael of Na-
ples, FL, Ronald of Or-
mand, FL, Josephine of 
Saugus, Dorothy Cheek 
of Seabrook, NH, Rose-
marie Maio of Peabody, 
Nancy Clanton of Saugus, 
Theresa Salvati of Doug-
las, Annette Chiaradonna 
of Seabrook, NH, and the 

late Phyllis Cicchetti and 
James Gigliello and cher-
ished grandfather of Mari-
na, Bianca, Katrina, Ryan, 
Casey, and Nicholas.  He is 
also survived by many lov-
ing nieces and nephews.  

Family and friends hon-
ored John’s life by gath-
ering at Saint Anthony of 
Padua Church, Revere, on 
Tuesday, February 9 for 
Funeral Mass. Services 
concluded with John being 
laid to rest at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.     For 
more information, please 
visit  www.ruggieromh.
com. 

Richard Carbone
Past Exalted Ruler and Honorary Life 

Member of the Winthrop Lodge of Elks 
and longtime treasurer of 

Jeffries Yacht Club in East Boston

After having recently 
filed an expanded condo 
conversion ordinance and 
an update to the city’s link-
age policy as the beginning 
of an anti-displacement 
package, Councilor Lydia 
Edwards has filed a hearing 
order to discuss the city’s 
inclusionary development 
policy (IDP). The filing 
comes weeks after Gover-
nor Baker signed a home 
rule petition that combined 
proposals by Councilor 
Edwards and Mayor Walsh 
which gives Boston the 
ability to codify and update 
the IDP and linkage.

“The IDP is an import-
ant tool that can help us 
create affordable housing 
in Boston,” said Councilor 
Edwards. “I’m excited to 
have this hearing and hear 
from the advocates that 
are working on the ground 
about how they think the 
policy can be improved.”

Currently, the IDP re-
quires developers to set 
aside 13% of units in proj-
ects greater than 10 units 
and make them available to 
residents making an aver-

age of 70% of the area me-
dian income (AMI), which 
is just under $70,000 for a 
household of two.

“We know we need to 
do better when it comes 
to defining what is afford-
able and holding develop-
ers accountable,” added 
Councilor Edwards. “With 
the new fair housing zon-
ing amendment we’re rec-
ognizing that developers 
have a role to play in af-
firmatively integrating our 
communities. The IDP is 
a part of that role but the 
current policy needs to be 
refreshed and revamped so 
that it centers the needs of 
real Bostonians like sin-
gle parents, the underem-
ployed, working and mid-
dle class families and so 
many people who have felt 
completely built out of the 
city they love.”

The hearing order will 
be introduced at Wednes-
day’s council meeting and 
assigned to a committee. A 
public hearing will then be 
scheduled where members 
of the public will be able to 
testify.

Edwards files hearing order on 
inclusionary development policy

LOCAL STUDENTS 
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

CHEVEZ NAMED 
TO FALL 2020 
DEAN’S LIST AT 
SAINT MICHAEL’S 
COLLEGE

Named to the Dean’s 
List at Saint Michael’s 
College for the Fall 2020 
semester was Tania Ch-
evez, a freshman crimi-
nology major from East 
Boston and a graduate of 
Excel Academy Charter 
High School.

Saint Michael’s Col-
lege, founded in the great 
Catholic intellectual tradi-
tion, which also recogniz-
es the principles of social 
justice and compassion, 
is a selective, fully resi-
dential Catholic college in 
Vermont’s beautiful Green 
Mountains. Our close-
ly connected community 
delivers international-
ly-respected liberal arts 
and graduate education 
near Burlington, one of 
the country’s best college 
towns. To prepare for ful-
filling careers and mean-

ingful lives, young adults 
here grow intellectual-
ly, socially, and morally, 
learning to be responsible 
for themselves, each other 
and their world.

LOCAL STUDENTS 
WHO MADE THE 
UMASS AMHERST
DEAN’S LIST

Below is a list of local 
students who were named 
to the dean’s list at the 
University of Massachu-
setts Amherst for the fall 
2020 semester.

In order to qualify, an 
undergraduate student 
must receive a 3.5 grade-
point average or better on 
a four-point scale.

EAST BOSTON
Wenle Liang
Arlette Vanessa Or-

donez
Arianna Gabriela Perry
Evelyn Dayana Rodri-

guez
Kai Jordan Rojo
Cameron Alexander 

Shepherd
Jeffrey K Zhao

LOCAL STUDENTS 
ACCEPTED INTO 
THE BOSTON 
UNIVERSITY 
UPWARD BOUND, 
UPWARD BOUND 
MATH SCIENCE 
PROGRAMS

Congratulations to the 
14 Boston students who 
were recently accepted 
into the Boston University 
Upward Bound and Up-
ward Bound Math Science 
programs! 

Eleven of the col-
lege-aspiring students 
are from the target high 
schools of Boston Green 
Academy, Community 
Academy of Science and 
Health, Charlestown High 
School, Margarita Muniz 
Academy, and Snowden 
International School; and 
the remaining students live 
in the Boston target neigh-
borhoods of Dorchester, 
East Boston, Mattapan or 
Roxbury.  

The Upward Bound 

programs are designed to 
prepare high school stu-
dents for college success. 
The students will take 
classes, do enrichment 
activities, prepare for 
MCAS and SAT exams, 
and receive mentoring and 
tutoring throughout high 
school. 

UB is accepting addi-
tional 9th and 10th graders 
to start this summer. The 
priority application dead-
line is April 15. For more 
information on the pro-
grams, go to www.bu.edu/
ub. 

TODD GRADUATES 
FROM THE UNH

 Michaela Todd of East 
Boston graduated from the 
University of New Hamp-
shire in December 2020. 
He/she earned a MS in 
Cybersecurity Pol & Risk 
Mgmt.

Students who received 
the honor Summa Cum 
Laude graduated with a 
GPA of 3.85-4.0: Students 
who received the honor of 

Magna Cum Laude grad-
uated with a GPA of 3.65-
3.84; and students who re-
ceived the honor of Cum 
Laude graduated with a 
GPA of 3.50-3.64.

Students are only grad-
uated after the Registrar’s 
Office has certified that all 
degree requirements have 
been successfully com-
pleted. Participating in the 
commencement ceremo-
ny is the act of honoring 

and celebrating academic 
achievement.

The University of New 
Hampshire, founded in 
1866, is a world-class 
public research university 
with the feel of a New En-
gland liberal arts college. 
A land, sea, and space-
grant university, UNH is 
the state’s flagship pub-
lic institution, enrolling 
13,000 undergraduate and 
2,500 graduate students.

The Federal Trade Com-
mission received 34,028 
fraud reports from con-
sumers in Massachusetts in 
2020, according to newly 
released data.

Massachusetts consum-
ers reported losing a total of 
$40,944,783 to fraud, with a 
median loss of $275. 

The FTC’s Consumer 
Sentinel Network is a da-
tabase that receives reports 
directly from consumers, as 
well as from federal, state, 
and local law enforcement 
agencies, the Better Busi-
ness Bureau, industry mem-
bers, and non-profit organi-
zations. This year, the FTC 
welcomed the data contri-
butions of the FBI’s Internet 
Crime Complaint Center, 
the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer 
Services, and the Connecti-
cut Department of Consum-
er Protection. Twenty-five 
states now contribute to Sen-
tinel. Reports from around 
the country about consumer 
protection issues—includ-
ing identity theft, fraud, and 
other categories—are a key 
resource for FTC investiga-
tions that stop illegal activi-
ties and, when possible, pro-
vide refunds to consumers.

Across all types of re-
ports, the FTC received a 
total of 53,111 reports from 
consumers in Massachusetts 
in 2020. 

The top category of re-
ports received from con-
sumers in Massachusetts 
was Identity Theft, followed 
by Imposter Scams; Online 
Shopping and Negative 
Reviews; Credit Bureaus, 
Information Furnishers and 
Report Users; and Banks 
and Lenders.

•Fraud Losses Up Na-
tionwide

Nationally, consumers re-
ported losing more than $3.3 
billion to fraud in 2020, up 
from $1.8 billion in 2019. 
Nearly $1.2 billion of losses 
reported last year were due 

to imposter scams, while 
online shopping accounted 
for about $246 million in 
reported losses from con-
sumers. 

The FTC received 2.2 
million fraud reports from 
consumers in 2020, with 
imposter scams remaining 
the most common type of 
fraud reported to the agen-
cy. Online shopping was the 
second-most common fraud 
category reported by con-
sumers, elevated by a surge 
of reports in the early days 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Internet services; prizes, 
sweepstakes, and lotteries; 
and telephone and mobile 
services rounded out the top 
five fraud categories nation-
ally.

Sentinel received more 
than 4.7 million reports 
overall in 2020.   Of these, 
nearly 1.4 million were 
identity theft reports re-
ceived through the FTC’s 
IdentityTheft.gov website.

In 2020, the FTC intro-
duced  ReportFraud.ftc.gov, 
an updated platform for fil-
ing reports with the agency. 
The FTC uses the reports it 
receives through the Senti-
nel network as the starting 
point for many of its law 
enforcement investigations, 
and the agency also shares 
these reports with more than 
2,800 law enforcement users 
around the country. While 
the FTC does not intervene 
in individual complaints, 
Sentinel reports are a vital 
part of the agency’s law en-
forcement mission.

A full breakdown of re-
ports received in 2020 is now 
available on the FTC’s data 
analysis site at  https://ftc.
gov/exploredata. The data 
dashboards there breakdown 
the reports across a numbers 
of categories, including by 
state and metropolitan area, 
as well as exploring a num-
ber of subcategories of fraud 
reports.

FTC received 34,028 fraud 
reports from MA consumers
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, 

wedding and birth announcements, news releases, business and 
education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items 

should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  We also 
encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to deb@

reverejournal.com

LEGAL NOTICE

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

CONTRACTOR

PLASTERING
AUGUSTA 

PLASTERING
Interior/Exterior

• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

SNOW
REMOVAL

SONNY’S
SNOW 

REMOVAL
& ROOFING

Residential 
& Commercial

• Snow & Ice Removal
• All type Roofing & 

Repairs
• Licensed & Insured

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297
santinosroofing33@gmail.com

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

APARTMENT FOR RENT

MORNING REGISTER & 
DELI HELP WANTED

Apply  in Person
920 Broadway, Revere

NEW DEAL 
FRUIT

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

HELP WANTED
Grocery Shoppers needed immedi-
ately part-time in Revere, Chelsea, 
Everett, Winthrop, Somerville, 
Cambridge. Driver’s license, car and 
phone required.  $32 per delivery.  
Call 508-643-4090;3 or info@
scanpersonalservices.com
-------------------------------

HELP WANTED

WINTHROP - Ft. Heath Apts. - 
Ocean View
1 BR apt. in mod. shoreline bldg.
Non-smoking/no pets. Steps to beach, 
minutes to Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercise facility, 
lounge, pkg. 
Heat & HW incl. 617-846-7300 Debra.
----------------------

EAST BOSTON, 1 bdrm near Piers 
Park, w/d, d/d, wide pine floors, 
updated kitchen, deck, partial 
water views, no pets, $1650, avl 3/1 
(617)568-9626.
2/1, 2/8, 2/15, 2/22
-------------------------

 APT FOR RENT 
COVID CLEANED
AVAILABLE NOW
Revere - Washington Ave newly 
remodeled 2 bdr, 2nd floor, 
W/D hookup, gas heat, minutes form 
Boston, 1 block to public transporta-
tion. $1,750/month  
978-751-0531

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
SALE OF REAL
ESTATE BY A
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
Docket No.
SU19P2537EA
Estate of:
Angelina C. Miller
Also known as:
Ann Miller, Ann C.
Miller, Ann C. 
D’Amore Miller, 
Angelina C. D’Amore
Date of Death:
02/15/2001
To all interested
persons:
A Petition for Sale of Real 
Estate has been filed by: 
Annette M. Cogliani of Chel-
sea, MA requesting that the 
Court authorize the Personal 
Representative to sell the 
decedent’s real estate at a 
private sale.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
03/04/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return date, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 21, 2021

Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

2/10/21
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.
SU19P1748EA
Estate of:
Anthony L.
D’Amore
Date of Death:
05/16/2000
A Petition for Order of Com-
plete Settlement has been 
filed by Annette M. Cogliani 
of Chelsea, MA requesting 
that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settle-
ment including the allowance 
of a final account and other 
such relief as may be re-
quested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
03/04/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return date, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 21, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo,

Register of Probate
2/10/21

EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.
SU19P1749EA
Estate of:
George J.
D’Amore
Date of Death:
03/03/2008
A Petition for Order of Com-
plete Settlement has been 
filed by Annette M. Cogliani 
of Chelsea, MA requesting 
that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settle-
ment including the allowance 
of a final account and other 
such relief as may be re-
quested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
03/04/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return date, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 21, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

2/10/21
EB

LEGAL NOTICE-
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 
Estate of:
Joseph D’Amore
Docket No.
SU19P1747EA
Date of Death:
02/09/2010
A Petition for Order of Com-
plete Settlement has been 
filed by Annette M. Cogliani 
of Chelsea, MA requesting 
that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settle-
ment including the allowance 
of a final account and other 
such relief as may be re-
quested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
03/04/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return date, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 21, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

2/10/21
EB

HELP WANTED
In Home Personal Care Attendant
Needed Assorted Hours 
For handicap female
Light housekeeping/ cooking involved
Call Susan
617-389-6190
2/3, 2/10, 2/17
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Now You can be 
UPFRONT &CENTER

Four Options to Choose From
7,000 COPIES

2-COLOR
12,000 COPIES

2-COLOR

4-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE A COMBINATION OF COLORS.
2-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE MADE WITH ANY 2 COLORS

7,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

781-485-0588 ext. 103:Maureen   106:Peter   101:Deb   110:Kathy   125:Sioux
Reading on a Screen?? Click on Your Rep’s name to start sending them an email! 

With our 
STICKY NOTE
on the Front Page

Perfect for: Community Reminders, 
Schedules, Coupons, Sales, 

Announcements, Programs and more!


3-inch-by-3-inch Sticky Note
Req. 3-week advance placement

East Boston
T i m e s - F r e e  P r e s s

Wednesday, February 13, 2019

SALE PENDING

SOLD

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.569.6044      CENTURY21MARIO.COM 

123 FALCON ST #4 EAST BOSTON
Reduced! Modern 2BR & 2.5BA 

townhouse with 2 CAR PARKING!  
Three levels of living plus private yard.  

$564,900 | #123F

301 SARATOGA ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Luxury 2BR/2BA condo.  Private 

outdoor space.  Master Bedroom with 
en-suite.  Steps to Airport T, Bremen 

Street Park, and Restaurants.  
$589,900 | #301S

50 PUTNAM ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Last unit left in this stunning Eagle Hill 

condominium conversion.  Modern 
amenities include NEST, quartz coun-

ters, and Central Air.  
$429,900 | #50P

36 LAMBERT STREET REVERE
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2

4+ Bedroom home over two 
levels of living space.  Brand 

new kitchen with granite 
counters stainless steel appli-
ances and hardwood floors.  

Open concept kitchen/
dining/living.  Finished lower 

level and garage parking too! $484,900

73 BROADWAY #2 CHELSEA 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Brand new renovation com-
pleted at this stunning 2BR 
& 2BA bi-level unit!  All the 

modern amenities you could 
want  (A/C, Quartz Counters, 

SS Appliances, and more).  
Private deck in waterfront loca-

tion.  $474,900 | #73B

477 MERIDIAN ST – EAST BOSTON  
Eagle Hill Three family with overlooking the 

Mystic River, Marina, and Tobin.  Penthouse unit 
was recently renovated.  Excellent investment 

opportunity.  Call for details  $999,900 | #477M

890 WINTHROP AVE #2 - REVERE 
Updated Two Bedroom, One Bath 

Condo with additional loft space in the 
Former St. Paul Episcopal Church

Granite Counters, H/W Floors - Incred-
ible Architectural Detail and Charm  

$429,900 | #890W

115 NAHANT ST #5 – LYNN
2 Bedroom condo with stunning water 
views!  Many recent updates include 

granite counters, SS appliances, H/W 
floors, and new windows plus private 

garage!  $232,000 | #115N

18 LINDEN STREET SOUTH BOSTON 
OPEN HOUSES SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12-2Telegraph Hill Single 

family that is beautifully 
renovated with 4 levels of 
living space overlooking 

Thomas Park.  
$979,900 | #18L

19-21 CLARK STREET MALDEN 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Excellent investment opportu-
nity!  3 bedrooms in each unit 
with tons of off-street parking.  
Great rental potentials.  Don’t 
miss out.  $739,900 | #19C

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • NonsectarianTransportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol                       

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4
Police News 16
Sports 11
Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221
MARIO REAL ESTATE

SELLERS
Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!
www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla EspanolFalo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACESGeneral and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children
370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 18th , 2019 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
CLOSED

Monday, February 18th

in observance of
President’s Day

By John Lynds

At Monday night’s Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) meeting, former 
longtime JPNA  Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani was honored 
by Mayor Martin Walsh, City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards, 
Rep. Adrian Madaro and the 
JPNA board. 

Walsh, along with JPNA 
Chair Mary Cole, presented 
Scalfani, one of the longest 
continuously serving mem-
bers of any East Boston com-
munity group board, with a 
golden gavel. 

“I just want to honor Re-

nee (Scalfani) who served as 
co-chair of the JPNA for the 
past 10 years,” said Walsh. 
“It is with great appreciation 
that we honor someone with 
her heart and soul who was 
truly the “Mayor” of Jeffries 
Point.”

As the neighborhood’s no-
table community groups like 
JPNA and Orient Heights 
have been taken over by new 
blood and newer community 
groups like Harbor View have 
emerged, Scalfani remained a 
fixture in Eastie’s community 
process for as long as anyone 
can remember. 

Longtime JPNA Co-Chair Renee Scalfani (third from right) honored by Mayor Martin Walsh, the JPNA board and Eastie’s elected officials during Monday night’s meeting. From left, Steve Gringas from Rep. Madaro’s office, JPNA’s Cindy Baxter, JPNA’s Dan Bailey, City Councilor Lydia Edwards, Renee Scalfani and JPNA’s Mary Cole. 

Former JPNA Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani honored

By John Lynds

Environmentalists, activ-
ists, residents and elected 
officials on both sides of the 
Chelsea Creek are standing in 
solidarity in firm opposition 
against Eversource’s plan to 
place a substation at the City 
Yards in East Boston along 
the Chelsea Creek. 

Last week in Eastie, the 
state’s Energy Facility Siting 
Board (EFSB) held a pub-
lic meeting to discuss Ever-
source’s Notice of Project 
Change that moves the pro-
posed substation from the 

eastern corner of the City 
Yards in East Eagle Square 
to the western corner. The 
original location on the east-
ern portion of the city-owned 
parcel was approved by the 
EFSB last year. 

In its Notice of Project 
Change Eversource seeks ap-
proval to move the Substation 
190 feet to the western side of 
the City Yards lot. The scope 
of the upcoming meeting is 
limited to Eversource’s pro-
posed relocation of the sub-
station from its current site 
on the eastern side of the city 
parcel to its new proposed lo-
cation. 

Eversource said the two 
115-kV transmission lines 
that would connect to the sub-
station would no longer be 
routed along Condor and East 
Eagle streets if the substation 
is placed in the western por-
tion of the parcel. 

Local environmentalists 
from Eastie and Chelsea have 
called on the EFSB to explore 
alternatives to placing Ever-

source’s proposed substation 
along the Chelsea Creek. 

For two years, local en-
vironmentalists on the East-
ie and Chelsea sides of the 
Creek have launched a visual, 
media and talking campaign 
against Eversource’s plans 
to place the substation at the 
City Yards in Eagle Square.

At the meeting, U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Pressley, 
who represents both East Bos-
ton and Chelsea, sent a video 
testimony from her office in 
Washington, D.C. 

“I’m your sister in solidari-
ty,” said Pressley. “This at its 
best is poor urban planning 
and at its worst an injustice. It 
is unconscionable that a com-
munity already overburdened 
with environmental injustices 
would be put in harm’s way 
and have those existing health 
hazards exacerbated. The 
community should be a part 
of planning and I know when 
we organize we win and this 

East Boston, Chelsea stand in solidarity 
over proposed Eversource Substation

(Top and left) Ac-
tivists from Chelsea 
and East Boston 
stood in solidarity 
with one another 
Tuesday night to 
oppose the pro-
posed Eversource 
Substation along 
the Chelsea Creek 

See JPNA Page 3

See EVERSOURCE Page2

Community 
participation 
urged in Suffolk 
Downs public 
comment period 

By John Lynds

Last week the owners of 
the Suffolk Downs site, HYM 
Investment Group, LLC, 
released its Planned Devel-
opment Area Master Plan 
(PDA).  This started that a 
90-day public comment peri-
od that City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards is urging East Bos-
ton residents to submit their 
comments. 

In its filing, HYM propos-
es approximately 10.5 million 
square feet of development on 
the approximately 109 acres 
of the Suffolk Downs site in 
the City of Boston. The multi-
phased proposal will include 
development of a new mixed-
use neighborhood, a 40-acre 
publicly accessible open 
space system, and two retail 
squares at Suffolk Downs and 
Beachmont MBTA stations. 

The initial project phase 
will include approximately 
1.39 million square feet of de-
velopment consisting 520,000 
square feet of corporate use 
and amenity space, three 
residential buildings, and a 
portion of the townhomes 
proposed along Waldemar Av-
enue totaling more than 800 
housing units. Phase I also in-
See SUFFOLK DOWNS Page 5

By John Lynds 

Mayor Martin Walsh made 
a surprise visit to Monday 
night’s Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association (JPNA) 
meeting to update residents 
on some city issues and have 
an informal conversation with 
residents here. 

“I was sitting in my office 
when I made the decision to 
get back out to civic associ-
ations in the city and talk to 
people about the issues,” said 
Walsh. “By nature, admin-
istrations go from outward 
looking to inward looking so 
I realized I wanted to get back 
out and hear from residents 
instead of relying solely on 

neighborhood coordinators 
and other staff. I’m here to 
talk about whatever you want 
to talk about.”

Walsh said when he was 
campaigning for Mayor of 
Boston in 2013 he constantly 
heard that aside from a few 
waterfront development proj-
ects, nothing much was going 
on to improve housing and 
the economy of the neighbor-
hood. 

“Now fast forward to today 
and now I hear there is too 
much development going on,” 
said Walsh. “East Boston has 
become one of those neigh-
borhoods that people want to 

Mayor Walsh stops by community 
meeting for informal chat with residents

Here to Talk

See WALSH Page 5
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O’FLAHERTY 
RETURNS TO 
CHELSEA

CHELSEA - When his 
friend and colleague in 
the House of Represen-
tatives, Martin Walsh, 
the newly elected mayor 
of Boston, asked him to 
be corporation counsel 
for the city of Boston, 
then-State Rep. Eugene 
O’Flaherty accepted the 
new job and the consid-
erable challenge of the 
position.

And now after seven 
years of commendable 
and widely acclaimed 
service in the key role in 
the Walsh Administra-
tion, O’Flaherty is leav-
ing and will be returning 
to Chelsea.

“It was an incredible 
opportunity to serve the 
City of Boston and to 
continue my public ser-
vice,” said O’Flaherty. 
“When I got there, it felt 
like an overwhelming 
task. We have to manage 
over 60 attorneys, parale-
gals, and staff. It’s a very 
diverse law practice, with 
many qualified attorneys 
working on schools, on 
the Boston Police and 
Boston Fire, and all the 
different departments 
and commissions, as well 
as the Boston City Coun-
cil,” said O’Flaherty.

If it sounds like a gar-
gantuan operation, it is. 
All of the legal represen-
tation for New England’s 
largest city was under 
O’Flaherty’s jurisdic-
tion, including more than 
1,200 litigation cases per 
year.

There are close to 
20,000 employees work-
ing for the city “so it was 
a very large law practice 
difficult to manage, but 
I quickly, with the help 
of some very public ser-
vants, figured out what 
the role of the job was,” 
said O’Flaherty.

“Being with the Mayor, 
my legislative colleague 
and friend, throughout 
all of that, it was a great 
honor working to fufill a 
lot of what he wanted to 
accomplish as Mayor,” 

said O’Flaherty. “I’ve 
been by his side almost 
since Day 1, and we’ll be 
leaving around the same 
time.”

Walsh has been nom-
inated by President Joe 
Biden for the Cabinet po-
sition of U.S. Labor Sec-
retary. O’Flaherty was 
asked by the Mayor to 
serve with him in Wash-
ington, D.C. in the Office 
of the Secretary of Labor.

“Maybe if I were 20 
years younger, I would 
have taken advantage 
of that opportunity, but 
at this point in my life, 
it will be too disruptive 
to both myself, my wife 
(Patricia), and my in-
laws,” said O’Flaherty. 

“While I was very 
honored to be asked to 
serve in the Office of the 
Secretary of Labor and 
continue working with 
Mayor Walsh in his new 
role, I had to very emo-
tionally decline the offer.

“I’m very proud of 
what he has accom-
plished as Mayor and 
now to be in President 
Biden’s Cabinet - but it 
would be too disruptive 
personally to me, my 
family, my friends, and 
our network that we have 
here, to leave here and go 
down to Washington,” 
said O’Flaherty.

Chelsea’s former
state representative
Gene O’Flaherty was 

elected state represen-
tative for Chelsea and 
Charlestown in Novem-
ber, 1996, and took office 
in January, 1997. O’Fla-
herty and Walsh, who 
represented Dorchester, 
both started together as 
freshman legislators.

“Both of our districts 
had Boston, so we had 
mutual legislative inter-
ests at first and we quick-
ly became friends be-
cause, like me, both his 
parents were from Ire-
land and both my parents 
were both from Ireland 
as well, so we had a lot 
in common and we hit it 
off,” said O’Flaherty.

They served in the 
House of Representa-
tives together for 17 

years. When Walsh was 
elected Mayor of Boston 
in 2013 and took office 
in 2014, he met for din-
ner with O’Flaherty and 
asked him to join his ad-
ministration as corpora-
tion counsel. 

O’Flaherty accept-
ed the offer. He stepped 
down from his state rep-
resentative seat and gave 
up his private law prac-
tice.
Many accomplishments

that bettered the city
Over the course of 

Walsh and O’Flaherty’s 
seven years together in 
Boston city government, 
there were many accom-
plishments.

Until COVID-19 ar-
rived, the economy for 
the City of Boston was 
booming. The innovative 
Seaport District, now a 
national model, was de-
veloped during the ad-
ministration.

New fire stations, po-
lice stations, and librar-
ies were built in the city. 
There was new infra-
structure and huge eco-
nomic growth.

Returning to law 
practice

A graduate of Suffolk 
University and the Mas-
sachusetts School of Law, 
Gene O’Flaherty will be 
returning to private law 
practice, including gov-
ernment relations. He has 
been practicing law since 
1994.

As he comes back to 
the city where residents 
overwhelmingly sup-
ported him in elections, 
O’Flaherty says he’s ex-
cited to back in Chelsea.

“It’s good to be home,” 
he said.

Said Councilor-at- 
Large Leo Robinson, 
“It’s great to have Gene 
returning to our city and 
being a big part of our 
community. He was an 
excellent, hard-working 
state representative who 
did so much for our city 
when he served in that 
position. I know he was 
also a tremendous asset 
to the Walsh Administra-
tive in an important role. 
I look forward to seeing 

Gene at Chelsea events 
and I wish him well in his 
law practice.”

SCHOOLS’ 
OUTREACH 
PROGRAM THRIVES

CHELSEA - On one 
day last summer, Supt. 
Almi Abeyta, members 
of the School Committee 
and her staff hit a pivot 
point.

After emergency 
schooling had wrapped 
up, video graduation had 
transpired, racial issues in 
the district had surfaced 
and many were simply 
coming up from survival 
mode after months tread-
ing water – it was time to 
think about school again.

The first thing to figure 
out was how in the world 
would the Chelsea Public 
Schools (CPS) engage 
with parents and students 
in a pandemic. With en-
gagement historically 
challenging in Chelsea, 
adding a pandemic to the 
mix made seem insur-
mountable.

But incrementally, and 
with building a founda-
tion, the district not only 
figured out how to en-
gage, but also ended up 
launching a long-term 
plan for co-design of the 
district with parents, stu-
dents, community mem-
bers and business lead-
ers.

Last Thursday, The 
Rennie Center for Educa-
tion Research and Policy 
highlighted the district 
for one of three key pil-
lars of success in state 
school districts – that 
being shared voices and 
shared leadership.

“The one silver lining 
in all of COVID, it’s the 
family and community 
engagement we’ve been 
able to do during this 
time,” said Supt. Almi 
Abeyta during a panel 
discussion last Thursday.

Center Director Chad 
d’Entremont said they 
are pushing the idea 
of shared leadership in 
school districts, going a 
step beyond just collab-

orating. He said it could 
come with elevating 
student voices, having 
student-led conferences, 
School Committee seats 
for students with full vot-
ing privileges, or chang-
ing other formal struc-
tures.

He said the Harvard 
School of Education’s 
Design Lab has inno-
vated in creating Chil-
dren’s Cabinets, which 
Chelsea Public Schools 
has adopted this year in 
the midst of its ambi-
tious co-design plan. The 
Cabinets create a table 
for those working with 
youth – including depart-
ments, agencies, busi-
nesses, civic leaders and 
non-profits. 

“They come together 
to develop a collective 
vision and system of 
supports for youth de-
velopment and growth,” 
he said. “CPS has taken 
such an approach to this. 
Along with establishing 
the Children’s Cabinet, 
they have also launched 

Camp Fire North Shore received a donation from Camp Lions and the Lynn Lions Club for 
$50,000.00 for capital improvements. Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation also donated 
$25,000.00 as well as the Gerondelis Foundation who will donate a $100,000.00 over a 
three year period. This total donation amounts to $175,000.00 for the initial improve-
ments. Camp Fire Executive Director Laurie Hamill was so excited to begin the overdue 
renovations to the camp located on Cain Road. She continued to explain, “Thank you to 
these amazing benefactors; we can move forward on the first phase of the project to allow 
us to serve more North Shore youth and allows us to offer year round programs.”  The 
future improvement program will provide a safe and inclusive curriculum helping young 
people to become “caring and confident leaders”. Pictured, the $50,000 check presented 
to Camp Fire North Shore – (L-R) Richard Alfonsi, John Baker, Sean Crowley, Camp Fire 
Executive Director Laurie Hamill and Camp Fire Board Members Steve Antonakes, Lynn 
Councilor-at-Large Brian Field, and Matthew Lamothe.

FUNDING FOR CAMP FIRE NORTH SHORE



Wednesday, February 10, 2021	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Page 11

the co-design pilot to in-
clude families in every 
step of the district’s plan 
to improve learning.”

In doing so, they’ve 
established nine teams to 
look at everything from 
discipline practices to re-
mote learning to improv-
ing School Site Councils 
to changing the demo-
graphics of the teaching 
staff.

“Chelsea is a largely 
immigrant with a high 
LatinX population and 
a predominately white 
teaching staff,” he said. 
“One goal is to shift ra-
cial power dynamics in 
the community.”

In the panel discus-
sion, Abeyta said you 
have to lay a foundation 
before attempting such a 
move. As a new super-
intendent last year, her 
entry plan called for new 
and better engagement 
with families.

“That kind of led me 
to say one pillar will be 
family and community 
engagement as I start a 
new superintendency,” 
she said. “Building on 
that, the community and 
the teachers were so hun-
gry to engage families. 
We hadn’t made the ef-
fort because we were 
so busy with everything 
else.

Then COVID present-
ed this silver lining and 
you can’t let the crisis 
go to waste. We were 
thinking that we were in 
remote learning and we 
didn’t know how long we 
would be there. We had 
to engage our families 
somehow. They aren’t 
coming to the schools 
and we have to engage 
students and make sure 
attendance rates are 
good.”

That’s when they de-
cided to do trust visits 
last summer.

Though simple, they 
were effective in creating 
a personal bond. Teach-
ers and administrators 
scoured the community 
and had visits or confer-
ences on sidewalks and 
porches of the homes 
around the city. Some 
parents actually came to 
the school for the upper 
grades and talked with 
teachers in large tents 
outside.

That activity was built 
into the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 
with the Chelsea Teach-
ers Association. The un-
derstanding was in the 10 
days of professional de-
velopment training, some 
of those days would be 
reserved for outreach and 
trust visits.

“We thought about 
having parent/teacher 
conferences out front, but 
we don’t really call those 
parent/teacher confer-
ences,” she said. “Instead 
we called them trust vis-
its. The trust visits hap-
pened on the sidewalk. 
We also bought big tents 
and put them outside so 
teachers could meet with 
families before school 
and have a physical con-
nection even with masks 
and social distancing.”

After having the visits 
and giving away books, 
art supplies, discussing 
wi-fi issues and provid-
ing hot spots if necessary, 
students, families and 
teachers felt ready for 
school – and empowered 
to reach out to school 
leaders if there were is-
sues.

That ended up be-
ing the foundation and 
pre-cursor for the evo-
lution of co-design, 
which was a long-term 

goal for the district that 
many didn’t think would 
happen in the midst of 
COVID. However, it did 
and it has accelerated.

“We set the foundation 
and there was just this ea-
gerness and thirst,” said 
Abeyta. “Then we started 
to co-design. It evolved. 
That’s what I love about 
this is it evolved and 
there is so much owner-
ship across the district. 
The educators doing this 
with our families have 
created such a beautiful 
partnership.”

COVID-19 CASES 
DECLINING

EVERETT - The num-
bers of COVID-19 cas-
es in Everett backed off 
again last week from a 
major surge coming af-
ter the holidays, going 
down from the 600 range 
two weeks ago to the 200 
range this week and last 
week.

The percent positive 
rate is also on the decline 
this week, at just over 10 
percent.

The numbers of 
COVID-19 cases has 
dropped steadily over 
the last three weeks, sig-
naling that the holiday 
surge of cases has come 
and gone now. There 
were 272 cases reported 
last week, and that has 
now dropped to 225 this 
week.

The most recent num-
bers are as follows:

•Tuesday, Feb. 2 - 23
•Monday, Feb. 1 – 20
•Sunday, Jan. 31 – 31
•Saturday, Jan. 30 – 49
•Friday, Jan. 29 – 16
•Thursday, Jan. 28 – 

33
•Wednesday, Jan. 27 – 

40
•Tuesday, Jan. 26 – 13
On Monday, Jan. 4, 

Everett moved its test-
ing full-time indoors at 
the Samuel Gentile Rec-
reation Center on Elm 
Street. Testing is done 
Monday to Thursday, 7 
a.m. to 1 p.m., and then 2 
p.m. to 7 p.m. On Friday 
and Saturdays, testing is 
done noon to 6 p.m.

RAGUCCI RETIRES 
AFTER 38 YEARS

EVERETT - May-
or Carlo DeMaria and a 
small group of City lead-
ers joined former mayor 
– and retiring Assistant 
City Clerk – David Ragu-
cci for last-day ceremony 
on Jan. 28 in the Council 
Chambers.

“The moment was bit-
tersweet as I was honored 
to wish former Mayor 
David Ragucci a happy 
retirement after 38-plus 
years of public service,” 
said Mayor DeMaria. 
“David is a true son of 
Everett and his love 
for this city knows no 
bounds.”

Ragucci has had many 
titles besides being the 
former Mayor of Everett. 
He was also an Everett 
Alderman, City Coun-
cilor, Assistant Clerk of 
Everett, Member of the 
Everett Redevelopment 
Authority, State Investi-
gator for the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, 
and he was the Stoneham 
Town Manager. 

“That is an amazing 
list of accomplishments 
and titles but I must say 
the title I am most proud 
to address him as is 
friend,” said DeMaria. “I 
wish him the best of ev-
erything as he takes time 
to enjoy life after such a 
dedicated career in public 
service.”

EVICTIONS 
LESS THAN 
ANTICIPATED

REVERE - As a result 
of the efforts of May-
or Brian Arrigo and 
well-executed rental as-
sistance and mortgage 
assistance programs 
through a partnership 
with the Metro Housing 
agency, Revere had few-
er evictions than other 
communities in the state 
during the COVID-19 
health crisis in 2020.

It’s a piece of good 
news in what has been a 
huge worry for elected 
officials and advocates 
over the past several 
months, with many wor-
rying that joblessness as 
a result of the pandemic 
could lead to massive 
numbers of people with-
out homes. So far, that 
hasn’t come true in the 
official stats, to relief of 
everyone.

In Housing Court, to 
begin an eviction process 
one must file a Summa-
ry Process Eviction for 
non-payment of rent. It 
is a standard process for 
most landlords and ten-
ants, but the process has 
frozen until last fall when 
Housing Court opened 
back up for evictions in 
October.

Worcester led the state 
with 874 filings as of Jan. 
1 for all of 2020. Spring-
field had 711. Fall River 
had 604 and Brockton 
had 315. Lynn had 286. 
All were well above Re-
vere’s numbers (154). 
Chelsea had 129.

Mayor Brian Arrigo 
attributed the lower num-
ber of eviction filings to 
“a rental assistance pro-
gram and a mortgage as-
sistance program that’s 
been really helpful.”

Arrigo has coordinated 
the administration’s ef-
forts on rental assistance 
with Valentina Moreno, 
the city’s housing stabil-
ity officer.

“She has done amaz-
ing work in terms of get-
ting residents and tenants 
connected with our pro-
gram,” lauded Arrigo. 
“That rental assistance 
program was done as a 
partnership with Met-
ro Housing and we’ve 
worked with them to be 
able to provide assistance 
to residents. The way that 
assistance works is that 
the rent goes directly to 
the landlord.

“Essentially, the land-
lord is forgiving the rent 
because we’re paying it 
on the tenants’ behalf, 
and the deal is that if the 
landlord takes that, they 
cannot evict that tenant,” 
explained Arrigo.

Arrigo said people on 
all sides of the issue ap-
pear to be pleased with 
the results.

“It’s worked out re-
ally well,” added Arri-
go. “The landlords are 
happy because they’re 
getting rent. People who 
are paying rent are happy 
because their rent is get-
ting paid. And we’re hap-
py because people aren’t 
getting evicted.”

ZBA APPROVES 
CHANGES FOR 
AVIS LOT

REVERE - The Re-
vere Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA) granted 
a variance at its January 
27 meeting to R&S Re-
alty Trust, the owner of 
a single lot at 14 Charger 
Street, to reduce the min-
imum frontage require-
ment from 150 feet to 75 
feet that will create two 
new lots.

The variance allows 
the owner to have one lot 
comprising six acres and 
a second lot comprising 
2.6 acres. Both lots will 
be used by Avis car rent-
als to house more than 
900 cars for car storage 
only, with no on-site re-
pairs or maintenance to 
be allowed.

The hours of opera-
tion for the lots will be 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. to 
transport cars to the Avis 
lot at Logan Airport. The 
storage of the cars in Re-
vere will mean more than 
$750,000 in excise taxes 
for city coffers.

“This is a good proj-
ect,” Ward 6 Council-
or Richard Serino said.  
“There will be minimal 
use on the lot, as well as 
an improvement to what 
is there.”

City Council Presi-
dent Anthony Zambuto 
added his support for the 
variance, which was ap-
proved unanimously by 
the ZBA.

In other matters, a re-
quest to re-subdivide a 
lot on Dedham Street 
was brought before the 
Board.

At present there are 
two lots at 25 Dedham 
St., consisting of 5,300 
sq. feet, and a second lot 
at 29 Dedham Street, con-
sisting of 2,687 square 
feet, according to a 1936 
plot plan. The house that 
had been located at 25 
Dedham Street was de-
stroyed by a fire in 2017.

David and Margaret 
Mellon, the owners of the 
property, came before the 
board seeking varianc-
es for two lots, one for a 
new address of 27 Ded-
ham St., for a two-family 
house, and the second at 
29 Dedham St. for an-
other two-family house. 
Both of the reconfigured 
lots would consist of 
4,000 square feet and re-
quired variances pertain-
ing to minimum lot size, 
lot frontage, minimum 
side yard setback, min-
imum height, and mini-
mum landscaping in the 
front yard. 

The owners, after 
meeting with neighbors 
prior to appearing before 
the ZBA, had changed 

the location of the two 
structures to increase the 
distance from the abut-
ters from five feet to 11 
feet.

“I spoke to the neigh-
bors and they are excited 
about the project,” said 
Ward 4 Councilor Patrick 
Keefe. “Both the devel-
oper and property owners 
have worked it out with 
the neighbors.”

Board member Arthur 
Pelton spoke of a concern 
that had been expressed 
by one of the abutters, 
but her concerns were 
addressed. 

The ZBA unanimously 
granted the variances.

Anthony Cacciola 
sought a variance to be 
able to park in the front 
yard and construct a 
single-family home at 
191 Endicott St. The lot 
consists of approximate-
ly 5,000 square feet and 
would include two park-
ing spaces in the front 
that would measure 18-
by-18 feet for two cars.

Robert Salvo, an engi-
neer for the project, not-
ed that many houses on 
Endicott Ave. have front-
yard parking because 
the homes are on a hill 
and are set back. He also 
noted that locating the 
parking spaces in front of 
the proposed new home 
would be less disruptive 
to the neighborhood be-
cause placing a driveway 
on the side of the pro-
posed new home would 
require much more exca-
vation.

Michael Tucker, the 
ZBA chairman, request-
ed that the depth of the 
parking spaces be in-
creased to 20 feet to al-
low a larger car to park 
without overhanging the 
sidewalk.

Ward 1 Councilor 
Joanne McKenna sup-
ported the projects and 
the variance was grant-
ed unanimously. It now 
heads to state plan re-
views.

Two inches can make 
all the difference. That is 
what contractor Pasquale 
Guarracino found out 
when he applied for a 
variance to exceed the 
maximum grade require-
ment for outdoor parking 

at 279 and 287 Suffolk 
Ave.

Guarracino said that 
being built on a hill, the 
siting for the house on 
the lots was off and this 
resulted in the drive-
way not meeting code 
for maximum allowable 
grade.

Council President 
Zambuto spoke on the 
matter, saying, “I visited 
the site and would nev-
er have known that the 
driveways were off.  It 
would be more disrup-
tive to the neighborhood 
to tear up the driveways 
and start over again.”

Ward 4 Councilor 
Keefe echoed Zambu-
to’s thoughts, adding, 
“There will be goodwill 
from the contractor with 
the neighborhood for his 
other projects on Suffolk 
Avenue.”

The variance was 
granted unanimously.

In the last matter be-
fore the board, Najeeb 
Badar and Sundus Na-
jeeb Badar were seeking 
variances for minimum 
front and rear yard set-
backs in order to build a 
498 square-foot, one-lev-
el addition and back and 
front porches at 38 Gro-
ver Street.

The Badars, who have 
lived there for 13 years, 
were seeking the enlarge-
ment of their single-fam-
ily home to accommo-
date their growing family 
as well as their parents. 
They had spoken to all of 
the neighbors who sup-
ported their request.

”I am excited to speak 
for this and I am truly 
most supportive of their 
request,” said Councilor 
Serino.

The variance was 
unanimously granted.

Three other matters 
were continued until the 
board’s February meet-
ing: The variances for 
951 Revere Beach Park-
way, seeking to construct 
an addition over a city 
easement; variances for 
33 Cambridge Street to 
change a single-family 
dwelling into a two-fam-
ily; and a request to ap-
prove making one lot into 
two lots at 149 Breeders 
Lane.

Region  //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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THE CITY OF BOSTON C�N HELP YOU

apply for the Senior Circuit Breaker Tax Credit program.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh
#BOSC��H���

BOS :311

The Senior Circuit Breaker Tax Credit helps people 65+
get a tax break and maybe even a refund. You may
qualify even if you don’t usually file taxes. Learn more
by calling 311 and put money back in your pocket.

EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER HOLDS COVID-19 VACCINE CLINIC 
FOR PATIENTS AT NEIGHBORHOOD PACE LOCATION

Gloria Torre, 93, gets ready to receive her first dose of the 
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine 

Revere School Committee member Michael was on hand 
during the event.

Revere’s Paul Saintil receives the first dose of the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Revere’s Louis Krassnoff receives his vaccine. 

Rita Krassnoff receives her first dose of the vaccine. 

Volunteers administering were (left to right) John Benecchi, DMD,  Adrienne Maguire RN 
and School Nurse in Revere,  Lauren Buck, Public Health Director for the City of Revere, 
and Revere resident Kathy Savage, NP for Element Care SCO program.

Alice Haskell, Chair  of the Winthrop Senior Center mo-
ments before receiving her vaccine.

Mariela Cardona receives her first shot of the COVID-19 
vaccine with her son. 

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 

SHERYL...MAKING IT HAPPEN...AGAIN!
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5

Wednesday, August 5, 2020
Published by the Independent Newspaper Co.

Everett Independent

 

 
 

NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Starting January through March

For Advertising Rates,
Call 617-884-2416

COURTESY PHOTOS.

Last Thursday area 
residents took advantage 
of the vaccination clinic 
hosted by EBNHC at the 
Revere PACE site on Ga-
rofalo Street. Residents 
who meet the state criteria 
can currently be vaccinat-
ed. All are encouraged to 
make appointments and 
come down and receive 
the vaccine.
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