
By John Lynds

Zumix’s Jenny Shul-
man’s decision to leave 
Zumix in December after 
eight years as the popular 

East Boston youth music 
nonprofit’s Director of 
Programs has led to the 
promotions of three long-
time Zumix alumni and 
staffers. 

“We are so excited to 
finally get to share three 
announcements,” said Zu-
mix in a statement. “Af-
ter eight years of service, 
Jenny Shulman will be 
passing the baton to Co-
rey DePina, an alumnus of 
Zumix and a staff member 
since 2002.”

Shulman announced in 
September that she would 
leave Zumix. She finished 
her tenure at the end of 
December and DePina 

will now assume the role 
of Director of Programs. 

DePina started with 
Zumix as a student in the 
program’s second year of 
existence back in 1992. 
DePina came back as a 
staff member in 2002. 

“Corey is a musician, 
community advocate, and 
award winning teaching 
artist,” said Zumix. “In 
2019, Corey received the 
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By John Lynds

Last Thursday Pres-
ident-Elect Joe Biden 
nominated Boston Mayor 
Martin Walsh to serve as 
Secretary of Labor, a cab-
inet position Biden said 
will be one of the most 
important in his adminis-
tration.  

If confirmed by the 
U.S. Senate Mayor Walsh 
would begin his term on or 
after January 20. 

Walsh, the son of Irish 
immigrants from Coun-
ty Galway, grew up in 

Dorchester and joined the 
Laborers Union Local 223 
at age 21. 

He was elected State 
Representative in 1997 
and Mayor of Boston in 
2013. 

“For Secretary of La-
bor, I nominate Mayor 
Marty Walsh of Boston,” 
said Biden at a press con-
ference with Walsh last 
week. “He is now in his 
second term as the suc-
cessful mayor of an iconic 
American city, and who 

By John Lynds

Following the an-
nouncement that Boston 
Mayor Martin Walsh ac-
cepted President-Elect 
Joe Biden’s nomination 
to serve as Secretary of 
Labor, City Councilor Mi-
chelle Wu announced a 
crucial endorsement from 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren in 
her bid for Mayor of Bos-
ton. 

Wu was the first can-
didate to announce she 
would run for mayor. She 
was soon followed by 
fellow Councilor Andrea 
Campbell. Wu and Camp-

bell made their announce-
ments before Walsh’s 
nomination to Biden’s 
cabinet and the two candi-
dates hoped to unseat the 
incumbent Walsh in No-
vember. 

Now that Walsh will 
head to Washington DC 
more candidates are lin-
ing up to take a shot at the 
mayoral seat. Once Walsh 
leaves, Council President 
Kim Janey will become 
acting mayor and may be-
come a contender. State 
Senator Nick Collins from 
South Boston; at-large 

Walsh tapped by 
Biden to serve 
as Labor Secretary

Warren endorses Wu 
for Mayor of Boston

See WALSH Page 6

See WU Page 2

The mayoral race in Boston is shaping up. City Councilor 
and mayoral candidate Michelle Wu received an endorse-
ment from Sen. Elizabeth Warren last week.  

Promotions of longtime staffers and alumni at Zumix

Corey DePina and Zumix’s former Director of Programs 
Jenny Shulman. DePina will take over as Director of Pro-
gramming. 

By John Lynds

Before the COVID-19 
pandemic struck  the Navy 
Yard Hospitality Group 
(NYHG) was working to 
bring an outdoor dining 
experience that would in-
clude a Tall Ship and large 
patio to East Boston’s wa-
terfront near Pier I.

Last year NYHG, 
which owns Reel House 
on New Street in Eastie 
and two other locations in 
Charlestown and the Sea-
port, approached Massport 
with the idea of docking 
a 242 ft. steel hull Tall 
Ship at Pier I to create a 
unique dining experience 
for Eastie residents. Over 

the spring and summer 
NYHG docked a tall ship 
at the pier and began an 
extensive rehab of the ship 
to accommodate three bars 
and a dining area. 

However, NYHG’s 
Charlie Larner said 
COVID put a damper on 
opening Eastie Landing 
last year but hopes to be 

up and running once the 
warm weather returns to 
New England. 

At Monday night’s 
Jeffries Point Neighbor-
hood Association (JPNA), 
Larner updated the com-
munity on Eastie Land-
ing’s plans as well as their 

Eastie Landing Tall Ship restaurant, bar and patio seeks liquor license

See LICENSE Page 2

Above, a photo of some of the modifications made 
on the Tall Ship currently docked at Pier I to accom-
modate 3 bars, function space and dining areas.

Right, Navy Yard Hospitality Group’s Charlie Larner. 
Larner was at Monday night’s JPNA seeking support 
for a liquor license at the new East Landing Tall Ship 
restaurant, bar, patio concept at Pier I.
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intention to seek a liquor 
license for the location. 

“We think that East Bos-
ton could use some more 
activators for the road 
waterfront,” said Larner. 
“We’ve noticed since 
we’ve opened the Reel 
House that a lot of people 
from the neighborhood 
come down and really use 
the waterfront. They use 
our docks, we have a com-
munity. complimentary 
boat shuttle that we offer 
between Charlestown and 
East Boston and people 
are enjoying the shuttle 
to get out on the water or 
transfer between the two 
neighborhoods. 

Larner said his group 
plans to finish refurbish-
ing the Tall Ship as well 
as placing recycled ma-
terials, like old shipping 
containers, to activate the 
space and for decor and 
programming.  “We have 
six (shipping containers), 
which will be on the pier, 
and they can be used for 
selling lobster rolls or ta-
cos, or beverages,” said 
Larner. “We will also have 
some shipping contain-
ers that house small retail 
operations. On the pier it-
self we’ll be using a lot of 

string lights and materials 
such as the electrical ca-
ble wraps as tables. We’re 
trying to be creative and 
recycle material as we see 
fit. We want to do a week-
ly Movie Night that drives 
families down to the pier 
early in the week.  With 
regards to live entertain-
ment the only “at-night-
event” would be Movie 
Night. When it comes to 
the stage for the concert 
series we only plan on do-
ing a summer concert se-
ries during the daytime.”

The ship itself has a 
4,500 square foot main 
deck that will house three 
bars. 

“One of the bars is at 
the stern and the stern 
bar will be doing a lot of 
small fundraising events 
and other functions,” said 
Larner. “The food that we 
will be doing is coming 
out of a galley kitchen so 
we’ll be doing food simi-
lar to our Oyster Bar con-
cept in the Seaport. We’ll 
be doing a lot of raw selec-
tions and small plates fo-
cusing on small Mediter-
ranean plates, charcuterie 
boards, etc.---things that 
are easy for our chef.to out 
of a small kitchen.”

Similar to the Reel 
House, the NYHG would 
provide free water shuttle 
services between East-
ie Landing and the other 
three NYHG restaurants 
in Eastie, Charlestown and 
the Seaport.

NYHG wants to not 
only gear this proposal 
to adults but to children 
and families as well with 
seasonal activities like a 
pumpkin patch in the fall 
and a winter wonderland 
during the holiday season. 

“In the fall, around 
Halloween for example 
we’d like to turn that pier 
into a pumpkin patch,” 
said Larner. “We’re try-
ing to work with Eastie 
Farms on this and have a 
place where people can 
buy pumpkins and may-
be we have hayrides and 
turn the Tall Ship into a 
haunted house not only 
for adults but also for chil-
dren. So you have your 
family friendly haunted 
house then after Hallow-
een we’re looking at doing 
a winter wonderland next 
December where the pier 
is almost like a little San-
ta’s Village where you can 
walk around. There can 
be some local shopping 
and we will try to bring in 
some local vendors. You 
can get hot chocolate and 
buy a Christmas Tree. So 
we’re trying to find ways 
to turn the pier to a place 
that would activate and 
generate more people 
coming down to the wa-
ter.”

This is not the first time 
someone has proposed a 
floating restaurant in East-
ie. Eight years ago Boston 
Harbor Cruises’ Principal 
Owner Rick Nolan wanted 
to anchor a floating restau-
rant off Eastie’s shores. 
However, after communi-
ty support Nolan delayed 
the idea before finally 
abandoning it all together. 

JPNA’s Margaret Farm-
er said Larner and his 
group will come back be-
fore the JPNA next month 
before the group votes on 
supporting a liquor license 
at the location. 
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Boston City Councilor 
Annissa Essabi George; 
State Rep. Jon Santiago; 
and Boston Police Com-
missioner William Gross 
have all been named as 
candidates that can possi-
bly make announcements 
this week.”

Launching her cam-
paign early has been tough 
for Wu. Taking on an in-
cumbent mayor and the 
ongoing COVID-19 crisis 
made fundraising for her 
bid to unseat Walsh a little 
rocky and the Councilor 
was not meeting fundrais-
ing goals over the summer 
according to emails her 
campaign sent to possible 
donors. 

Now that Walsh is leav-
ing, donors may feel a lit-
tle more comfortable do-
nating to Wu’s campaign 
or the campaigns of other 
potential candidates. 

It remains unclear what 
impact this or Warren’s 
endorsement of Wu will 
have on the outcome of 
what is sure to be a hotly 
contested mayoral race. 
Warren finished third in 
her home state of Massa-
chusetts during the Pres-
idential Primary during 
her short-lived bid for 
President. Once a political 
powerhouse in Massachu-
setts and on the national 
stage, Warren’s finish be-
hind President-Elect Joe 
Biden and Sen. Bernie 
Sanders during the pri-
mary had political pundits 
wondering if there was a 
decrease in her political 
clout. 

In her endorsement of 
Wu, Warren said she feels 
the young councillor will 
make a difference in the 
lives of Boston residents. 

“When I first met Mi-
chelle as my student at 
Harvard Law, I knew 
there was something spe-
cial about her,” said War-
ren. “What I learned over 
time is that she is not just a 
woman full of good ideas 
and a passionate heart, she 
is a woman who gets out 
and does the work that 
needs to be done to make 
a difference in people’s 
lives. Michelle has always 
been a fighter — as one of 
my students, as a Boston 
city councilor, and now 
as a candidate for Mayor. 
She is a mom, a daughter 
of immigrants, and she 
knows first-hand the daily 
challenges that so many 
of our families face. I am 
honored to call Michelle a 
dear friend and a partner.”

Warren said over the 
past seven years, Wu has 
carried her life experienc-
es to City Hall as a tire-
less advocate for women, 
working families, and 
communities who feel un-
seen and unheard.

“As our country and 
our Commonwealth face 
tough challenges — a 
pandemic burning out 
of control, an economy 
that is being squeezed to 
its breaking point, and 
profound racial injustice 
that can no longer be de-
nied — Bostonians can 
count on Michelle’s bold, 
progressive leadership to 

tackle our biggest chal-
lenges, such as recovering 
from the pandemic, dis-
mantling systemic racism, 
prioritizing housing jus-
tice, revitalizing our trans-
portation infrastructure, 
and addressing the cli-
mate crisis,” said Warren. 
“Boston must be a city of 
opportunity not just for 
some of our children, but 
for all of our children. Mi-
chelle will fight for a Bos-
ton that our families can 
afford, fight for our kids, 
and fight for a system that 
works for everyone. Mi-
chelle understands the im-
portance of big, structural 
change and her leadership 
will keep Boston moving 
forward. I am so glad to 
have the opportunity to 
endorse her for Mayor of 
Boston.

In response to her en-
dorsement, Wu called 
Warren a champion of 
working families in the 
city. 

“Senator Warren is a 
champion for working 
families in Boston and 
around the country, and 
is a personal hero and 
friend of mine,” said Wu. 
“As we face some of our 
toughest challenges as a 
city—the destruction of 
the pandemic, an econo-
my that leaves so many 
behind, and deeply root-
ed educational inequities 
and racial injustice— I am 
profoundly grateful for 
Senator Warren’s partner-
ship and honored to have 
her support.” 

By John Lynds

The residential tax rate 
in Boston rose slightly 
from last year with the 
tax rate set at $10.67 per 
$1,000. 

However, it is not the 
tax rate that has East Bos-
ton residents fuming over 
their property taxes but 
the assessed values of 
their properties. 

The Boston Assessing 
Department warned at 
the end of last year that in 
Fiscal Year 2021, proper-
ty values would, “Reflect 
real estate sales activity 
that occurred prior to the 
January 1, 2020 assess-
ment date. During this pe-
riod, assessments contin-
ued to increase due to an 
active real estate market in 
most neighborhoods over 
the prior year.”

While the assessing de-
partment tried to cushion 
the blow for many proper-
ty owners in Eastie ahead 
of the recently released as-
sessments for FY2021 the 
upcoming tax bill was still 
a shock to many. 

For example a single 
family home in Orient 
Heights saw its assessed 
value increase from 
$570,400 in FY2020 to 
$739,500 for FY2021--a 
nearly 30 percent increase. 

Another home nearby 
went from an assessed 
val;ue of $490,000 in 
FY2020 to $676,000 for 

FY2021--a nearly 40 per-
cent increase in one year. 

“A million dollar prop-
erty was built across the 
street from my house on 
Bennington and I know 
that has increased the 
property value of the 
neighborhood,” said one 
frustrated resident. “It’s 
great if you want to sell 
but unfair if you have no 
intentions to.”

A quick look through 
some other properties in 
Eastie and it is evident 
that many tax bills will in-
crease around 30 percent 
on average for FY2021. 

However, there is some 
relief for lowering your 
tax bill. The city’s Res-
idential & Personal Ex-
emptions may provide 
some tax relief. Taxpay-
ers who owned and oc-
cupied their property as 
their principal residence 
on or before January 1, 
2020 may be eligible for 
the residential exemption. 
In certain circumstances, 
taxpayers may also be eli-
gible if they obtained their 
principal residence be-
tween January 1 and July 
1, 2020. 

Last year’s residential 
exemption saved quali-
fied homeowners up to 
$2,879.79 off their tax bill 
and the City Council and 
Mayor Martin Walsh con-
tinue to choose the maxi-
mum exemption allowed 
by law consistent with 

the City’s commitment to 
keeping taxes affordable 
for homeowners. 

Homeowners may also 
reduce their tax bill by 
qualifying for a personal 
exemption for taxpayers 
who are Elderly, Blind, 
Surviving Spouses or 
Minor Children of De-
ceased Parents, Veterans, 
or certain members of 
the National Guard. Each 
exemption has eligibility 
requirements such as age 
and income limits. While 
you may not receive more 
than one personal exemp-
tion, you will receive the 
exemption that most re-
duces your tax bill should 
you qualify for more than 
one personal exemption

At the end of  2019 the 
Boston Municipal Re-
search Bureau (BMRB) 
reported that Eastie out-
paced the rest of the city 
and the total taxable prop-
erty value hit 5.052 bil-
lion in FY19. This was 
a growth of 2.48 billion 
since FY13 or 96.7 per-
cent in the neighborhood. 

Eastie was third only to 
Mission Hill and the Sea-
port, which reported a 110 
and 181 percent increase 
in the total taxable proper-
ty since FY13 respective-
ly. Boston’s more affluent 
zip codes like Back Bay 
and Beacon Hill only saw 
a 72 percent increase be-
tween FY13 and FY19. 

Assessed values rise significantly as 
property tax bills increase in Eastie

By John Lynds

A new resource cen-
ter for people in recovery 
will open its doors in Ori-
ent Heights Square next 
month. 

Run by North Suffolk 
Mental Health Associ-
ation (NSMH) Recov-
ery on the Harbor at 983 
Bennington St. will offer 
those in recovery access to 
a wide array of resources 
and programs to help on 
their road to recovery. 

“The only requirement 
for somebody to use this 
center is 24 hours of re-
covery and they have to 
be 18 years old or over,” 
said NSMH’s Kather-
ine O’Leary. “It will be a 
member driven program 
based on a peer to peer 
participatory process. So 
the members will decide 
to include things like par-
enting classes; AA and 
NA meetings; Smart Re-
covery meetings; Refuge 
Recovery meetings and 
multiple other pathways to 
recovery programs. There 
is some discussion to in-
clude vocational training 
or a parent support group. 
It’s really just meant to 
empower and enhance the 
community and strength-
en the recovery communi-
ty overall.”

There were some ear-
lier misconceptions over 
exactly what sort of pro-
grams would be offered at 
Recovery on the Harbor 
when NSMHA announced 
it was moving into the 
space on Bennington 
Street. Some residents on 
social media spread ru-
mors the space would be 
anything from an addic-
tion treatment facility to a 
methadone clinic. 

“It’s not a hangout,” 
said O’Leary. “It’s not a 
place that someone can 
come to if they’re getting 
high. If somebody comes 
in and needs treatment 
then we can assist them 
and help them find treat-

ment but that’s not what 
Recovery on the Harbor 
is designed for. It is real-
ly designed to strengthen 
and enhance the recovery 
community. Everybody 
that works there has some 
form of lived experience 
with alcohol or addiction.”

Recovery on the Har-
bor percolated up from 
several stakeholders that 
work with the addiction 
community and programs 
that help addicts to expand 
resources for the commu-
nity. 

“Right now there are 26 
recovery support centers 
across Massachusetts,” 
said O’Leary. “And before 
Recovery on the Harbor 
there were only three in 
Boston. I think the oppo-
site of addiction is con-
nection and I think that’s 
really what’s lacking right 
now and we’re seeing 
that in the lack of detox 
beds; we’re seeing that 
in the emergency depart-
ments; we’re seeing it in 
the homeless populations 
out on the street. There is 
a lack of resources right 
now in places like Recov-
ery on the Harbor brings 
people together rather 
than push them apart.”

O’Leary said in the fi-
nal analysis Recovery 
on the Harbor will give 
somebody a safe place to 
go. “It will help remove 
some of the barriers to 
next steps,” said O’Leary. 
“One of the coaches that 
will be rotating in and out 
of there will have some 
kind of information to 
share with these people in 

recovery. It’s about build-
ing resources and building 
bridges rather than burn-
ing them down. So we 
really want to extend this 
into the community and 
welcome the community 
and because right now I 
feel like there isn’t a per-
son out there that hasn’t 
been touched or affected 
by addiction in some way 
shape or form. So this cen-
ter kind of helps to dimin-
ish the stigma attached to 
it.”

O’Leary, who is closing 
in on 10 years sober her-
self, says more resources 
and funding have been 
poured into treatment with 
little emphasis on recov-
ery support. 

“Putting down the drink 
or drug a lot of times in 
hindsight is the easy part,” 
said O’Leary. “Getting 
people to maintain ac-
countability living life in 
recovery, where they’re 
connected to their com-
munity and maintaining 
their recovery is a long 
uphill battle. It’s really a 
blessing when someone 
gets to that point but I 
think what’s happening is 
we had so many resources 
getting dumped into treat-
ments and detox we’re 
finally at a point with the 
lingering question, “Now 
What?”. We want to sus-
tain, we want to improve 
the recovery communi-
ty and make sure they’re 
staying connected and 
continue to be supported. I 
think that is the continuum 
of care with substance use 
disorder and that’s where 
this new recovery center 
falls. We’re here to meet 
the needs of the recovery 
community.”

Those looking to find 
out more information or 
want to become a member 
of Recovery on the Har-
bor contact Jenny Celata, 
Director of Recovery on 
the Harbor, at VCelata@
northsuffolk.org. 

Recovery on the Harbor set to open next month
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In the final session of 
the 191st General Court 
last Tuesday evening, a 
number of bills and pol-
icies championed by 
Senator Boncore passed 
the Massachusetts State 
Senate and House of 
Representatives. Critical 
legislation, ranging from 
transportation and hous-
ing to economic develop-
ment and environmental 
protection, passed in the 
final days of the legisla-
tive session.

“Throughout this ses-
sion, and especially over 
the past few weeks, the 
policies passed by the 
Senate represent our 
collective commitment 
to improving the lives 
of residents across the 
Commonwealth,” said 
Senator Joe Boncore 
(D-Winthrop). “Our path 
to both health and eco-
nomic recovery from the 
COVID-19 will be shaped 
by these policies; rang-
ing from sealing eviction 
records and expanding 
health insurance coverage, 
to improving our public 
transit system and sup-
porting local restaurants. 
As we begin this new leg-
islative session, I will con-
tinue to support policies 
that guarantee equity and 
justice.”

Boncore, who serves 
as the Senate Chair of 
the Joint Committee on 
Transportation, led efforts 
to pass the transportation 
bond bill; a $16.5 billion 
investment to modern-
ize the Commonwealth’s 

transportation system. In 
addition to the wide vari-
ety of infrastructure proj-
ects, the bond bill address-
es equity in public transit 
by requiring a low-income 
fare program, modernizes 
the transportation network 
fee structure, and decrim-
inalizes fare evasion on 
MBTA service.

A number of bills to 
expand housing access 
and affordability, initially 
filed by Senator Boncore, 
passed the Legislature this 
week. Among these hous-
ing policies are:

• The HOMES Act; to 
create a process for seal-
ing eviction records, pro-
tect minors from being 
named in eviction cases 
and expunge the names of 
minors from existing evic-
tion records.

• Legislation to guaran-
tee an elected tenant rep-
resentative on local hous-
ing authority boards.

• Zoning reform to help 
cities and towns approve 
smart growth zoning and 
affordable housing by 
lowering the required vote 
threshold for a range of 
housing-related zoning 
changes from a twothirds 
supermajority to a simple 
majority.

• Policy to expand 
housing access by creat-
ing new requirements for 
transit-oriented develop-
ment and multi-family 
housing.

• A local option for a 
tenant’s right of first re-
fusal, by which tenants 
occupying a residential 

property may purchase 
said property prior to its 
sale or foreclosure.

On Tuesday, the Leg-
islature also passed a 
$627 million economic 
development bond bill 
to support housing, cli-
mate resiliency, student 
loan borrowers, minority 
and women-owned busi-
nesses, broadband infra-
structure, and provides 
over $102 million for 
local economic develop-
ment initiatives across the 
Commonwealth.

The economic devel-
opment bond bill also 
includes $20 million in 
grants to restaurants im-
pacted by COVID-19, and 
establishes a 15% cap on 
third-party delivery fees 
during the COVID-19 
state of emergency and 
protects delivery drivers 
from facing rate cuts.

The craft brewers legis-
lation, designed to protect 
the economic viability of 
local and emerging craft 
breweries filed by Senator 
Boncore, passed the Leg-
islature on Tuesday. The 
bill supports economic 
development by allowing 
craft brewers greater flex-
ibility in ending contracts 
with distributors.

Healthcare, focused 
on recovering from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
the health system broad-
ly, has remained a priori-
ty for the Legislature this 
session. The healthcare 
legislation passed in De-

cember requires insurance 
parity between in-person 
and telehealth services, 
addresses out-of-network 
“surprise” billing, re-
quires insurance coverage 
of PANS/PANDAS, and 
updates scope of practice 
for nurses, optometrists, 
and pharmacists.

To address climate 
change, the Legislature 
passed An Act Creating 
a Next-Generation Road-
map for Massachusetts 
Climate Policy. The om-
nibus bill includes mea-
sures to limit statewide 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
increase renewable en-
ergy sources including 
wind and solar, address 
natural gas safety, and 
create benchmarks for the 
adoption of electric vehi-
cles and vehicle charging 
stations.

The climate change 
legislation also codifies 
environmental justice 
communities and includes 
unique plans to improve 
economic, environmental, 
and public health impacts 
in these communities.

Additionally, the Leg-
islature supported envi-
ronmental protection by 
passing legislation requir-
ing public awareness for 
sewage pollution in pub-
lic waters and creating a 
Massachusetts Healthy 
Soils Program and Fund 
to provide expertise in 
healthy soil practices.

These bills are now be-
fore the Governor.

News in Brief

Visit eastietimes.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
Pursuant to G. L. c. 30A, §18-20  

The East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Incorporated 

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, January 19, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. a public MEETING of 
the East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc., (aka PIERPAC) will be held via remote 
participation in light of the ongoing State of Emergency declared in connection with the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

  A web link and Details on how to participate remotely shall be provided on the 
organization’s website www.ebpierpac.org on or before January 15, 2021 at which time you 
may register to participate 
      
It is the intention of the Committee to discuss in open meeting the following matter(s): 

REGULAR MEETING 
a. Attendance  6:30 
b. Approval of Minutes December 12, 2020  6:35 

New Business  
a. Proposed Amendment to Legislation and Bylaws regarding the 

Terms of PAC Directors 6:40 
b. Treasurer’s Report - 7:00 pm 

Old Business 
a. Update - Amendment to Operations, Security and Maintenance (OSM) 

Agreement (continued discussion) 7:15 pm 
b. Update - Massport annual financial commitment (continued discussion) 

7:25 pm 
c. Motion to adjourn 

At the conclusion of its regular business meeting and prior to adjournment, the Board, upon a 
motion duly made and seconded, the Board may hold an Executive Session pursuant to G. L. 
30A.s.21 upon the conclusion of which, the Board will not resume its public meeting. 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE INVITED  
AND WELCOMED TO ATTEND 

A copy of this notice has also been posted on the organization’s website at: 
www.EBPierPAC.org 

and has also been placed on file with the Regulations Division of the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth by mailing same via first class mail at least 5 days prior to the scheduled date of 
the meeting. 

_____________ 
East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc. 
By: Louise Montanino, President
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American Humane, 
the country’s first nation-
al humane organization, 
has announced the official 
start of the 2021 Amer-
ican Humane Hero Dog 
Awards campaign. The 
annual, year-long cam-
paign seeks to identify and 
honor the best of our best 
friends and will culminate 
this fall with the premiere 
of the “American Humane 
Hero Dog Awards” on 
Hallmark Channel. The 
two-hour special, now in 
its 11th year, is broadcast 
in conjunction with the 
network’s pet adoption 
advocacy initiative, Hall-
mark Channel’s Adoption 
Ever After, which aims to 
empty the shelters and end 
this country’s epidemic of 
pet homelessness.

Dog owners across the 
country are invited to vis-
it www.herodogawards.
org and nominate their he-
roic hound in one of seven 
categories. This fall, the 
top dog in each category 
will appear at the national-
ly televised, star-studded, 
red-carpet awards gala and 
one of the seven will be 
named the American Hero 
Dog of the year – the most 

prestigious honor a canine 
can receive.

The seven categories 
for 2021 are: Law En-
forcement Dogs, Military 
Dogs, Therapy Dogs, Ser-
vice Dogs, Shelter 
Dogs, Search and Rescue 
Dogs and Guide/Hearing 
Dogs. Following the nom-
ination period, which ends 
on March 2, 21 semifinal-
ists (the top three in each 
category) will be chosen 
in a first round of voting 
by the public. The second 
round, featuring a combi-
nation of public and ce-
lebrity judge voting, will 
narrow the field to seven 
category finalists who will 
then vie, through a final 
round of public and ce-
lebrity judge voting, for 
the title of 2021 American 
Hero Dog. 

During the past 10 
years, Americans have 
cast millions of votes for 
thousands of dogs, all 
seeking the coveted title of 
American Hero Dog. The 
program reached more 
than four billion people 
last year and draws the 
support and participation 
of top celebrity dog lovers 
from all over the world. 

Hosts, judges, award pre-
senters and entertainment 
acts have included Vivica 
A. Fox, Jay Leno, Bil-
ly Crystal, Betty White, 
Ariel Winter, Rebecca 
Romijn, Faithe Herman, 
Marcus Scribner, Dean 
Cain, Katharine McPhee, 
Shannen Doherty, Whoopi 
Goldberg, Denise Rich-
ards, Sarah Michelle Gel-
lar, Chelsea Handler, Mar-
tin Short, Jewel, Wilson 
Phillips, Carson Kressley, 
Miranda Lambert, Pau-
ley Perrette, Kristin Che-
noweth, Naomi Judd, Eric 
Stonestreet, Fred Willard, 
Danica McKellar and 
many, many more. 

“Whether they protect 
us on the battlefield, help 
us with medical challeng-
es, or just lighten our spir-
its with an enthusiastic 
kiss after a hard day, dogs 
save and improve our 
lives every day,” said Dr. 
Robin Ganzert, American 
Humane’s president and 
CEO. “The American Hu-
mane Hero Dog Awards 
is our way of saluting our 
best friends and we invite 
every dog lover to take a 
few minutes to recognize 
the love, skill and loyalty 

these remarkable animals 
show us every day by 
nominating their canine 
companion now at www.
HeroDogAwards.org.”

Key dates for the 2021 
American Humane Hero 
Dog Awards contest in-
clude:

N o m i n a t i o n s                                                  
through – March 2

1st Round Voting:                                                       
March 25 – May 6

2nd Round Voting:                                                     
May 27 – July 15

3rd Round Voting:                                                      
July 29 – September 9

 Hero Dog Awards gala:                                              
Coming this fall

All rounds open and 
close at 12 p.m. Pacific 
Time.

More information about 
the 2021 American Hu-
mane Hero Dog Awards, 
including complete con-
test rules and entry infor-
mation, can be obtained 
by visiting www.hero-
dogawards.org and be 
sure to follow us on Face-
book and Twitter. More in-
formation on sponsorship 
opportunities can be had 
by emailing Jill Nizan at 
JillN@americanhumane.
org or by calling 1-800-
227-4645.

Is your dog a hero to you? Nominations open 
for the American Humane Hero Dog AwardsTHE EAST BOSTON 

CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 
COMMEMORATES 
MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. DAY

The East Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce will be 
placing a display of Amer-
ican flags to commemo-
rate the upcoming Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day on 
Monday, 1/18/21 at the

Daniel H Solari Square 
outside the Chamber of 
Commerce office at 464 
Bremen Street.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
exemplified organized 
protests to voice his con-
cerns in a peaceful way, 
without violence.  He will 
forever be remembered 
for advocating for meeting 
with violence in non-vio-
lent ways while voicing 
his concerns through pro-
tests.

Please note that the 
flags are for display pur-
poses.  If anyone wishes 
to obtain a flag, please feel 
free to contact the Cham-
ber at eastbostonchamber.
com.  You can take a selfie 
of yourself or others with 
the flag display and post 
it on  social media with 
the hashtag  #eastboston-
chamber to enter in a raf-
fle for a free US flag like 
those found in the display.

We will an-
nounce the winner on the 
East Boston Chamber 
of Commerce Facebook 
Page.

OHNC JANUARY 
19, MEETING 
AGENDA

The next meeting of the 
Orient Heights Neighbor-
hood Council (OHNC) 
will be Tuesday, January 
19, at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. 
For your information and 
so that you can post/share 
it, here is the agenda:

Orient Heights Neigh-
borhood Council Meeting 
Agenda - Tuesday January 
19th, 2020

Location: Zoom 
Meeting starts at 6:30 

pm, but the Zoom link 

will open at 6:00pm to get 
acclimated. The meeting 
will automatically be re-
corded.

Zoom meeting informa-
tion:  https://zoom.
us/j/94631259107 

Agenda
• Public Safety   
 Station 7 Community 

Update: Officer Dan Si-
mons

• Announcements & 
General Presentations

 COVID Testing Efforts 
in East Boston

 East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center’s has 
a walk-thru testing site at 
79 Paris St. You do not 
need to have symptoms 
or be a patient at EBN-
HC. Call 617-569-5800 to 
pre-register.

 Monday-Friday: 8am-
11:30am and 1pm-4:30pm

 Saturday: 10am-
1:30pm

 See https://external.
ebnhc.org/en/visitorpa-
tient-info/covid-19/ for 
more information.

 Orient Heights Design 
Review Committee

 Formation of a new 
committee that will meet 
with developers/attorneys 
prior to their presentation 
at an OHNC meeting to 
review their proposal and 
provide feedback.

• Development Presen-
tations

 INFO
 6-8 Andrew Road - 

Renovation of existing 
rear deck. Scope includes 
extending deck to upper 
floor, addition of an egress 
stair, and extension of first 
floor portion of deck. Ren-
ovation of rear basement 
access stair/door also in-
cluded.

 90 Ashley Street - erect 
a two-family dwelling on 
a vacant lot.

 VOTE 
 1209 Bennington Street 

- Raze existing building 
and erect a four (4) story 
seven (7) unit residential 
dwelling with parking for 
five (5) vehicles. 

• Adjournment
 The next OHNC meet-

ing will be held on Mon-
day, February 15.

Legislature closes out session by passing Boncore’s bills
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Guest Op-ed

Working hard to make victories a reality

WE MUST NEVER FORGET 
THE LEGACY OF 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR.

As we were watching on TV the dramatic events 
unfold in Washington last week when the Trump Mob 
stormed the Capitol, threatening the lives of the Vice 
President, members of Congress, and the police who 
tried to hold them back (and actually murdering one of 
the members of the Capitol Police), the image of a gath-
ering 58 years earlier in August, 1963, illuminated our 
mind’s eye.

We are referring to the March on Washington, when 
more than 250,000 Americans from all across the coun-
try gathered at the Lincoln Memorial on a steamy sum-
mer day to demand “jobs and freedom,” an event that 
was climaxed by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s immortal 
“I Have a Dream” speech.

The March on Washington was famous not only for 
Dr. King’s iconic words, but also because the unprec-
edented mass gathering of Americans was completely 
peaceful. Pundits and others had predicted rioting, but 
there were no arrests, no incidents, no violence -- a stark 
contrast to the events of last Wednesday perpetrated by 
Trump’s Mob.

The March on Washington and Dr. King’s subsequent 
peaceful protests galvanized support for the goals of 
“jobs and freedom,” eventually resulting in laws such 
as the Voting Rights Act and the Civil Rights Act that 
ended segregation in the South and discrimination in the 
North.

We would note that even the best efforts of a revered 
figure such as Dr. King could not stem the tide of vio-
lent rioting that marked the 1960s, most notably Watts 
in 1965, Detroit in 1967, and Chicago in 1968.

Yet Dr. King’s legacy of peaceful protest is what en-
dures today.

For those of us old enough to remember the 1960s, 
it’s hard to believe that it has been almost 53 years since 
Dr. King was assassinated while he was standing on a 
balcony in a motel room in Memphis. Dr. King was in 
Memphis to show his solidarity with striking city trash 
collection workers.

Every school child for the past generation knows well 
the story of Dr. Martin Luther King. But an elementary 
school textbook cannot truly convey the extent to which 
he brought about real change in our country. To anyone 
under the age of 50, Dr. King is just another historical 
figure.

But for those of us who can recall the 1960s, a time 
when racial segregation was lawful throughout half of 
our country and a stealthy racism prevailed throughout 
the other half, Martin Luther King stands out as one of 
the great leaders in American history, a man whose stir-
ring words and perseverance to his cause changed for-
ever the historical trajectory of race relations in Ameri-
ca, a subject that some historians refer to as the Original 
Sin of the American experience.

However, as much as things have changed for the bet-
ter in the past 53 years in terms of racial equality in our 
society, the events of last Wednesday also made it  clear 
that we still have a long way to go before it can be said, 
as Dr. King put it in his speech at the Lincoln Memorial 
in 1963: “I have a dream that my four little children will 
one day live in a nation where they will not be judged 
by the color of their skin, but by the content of their 
character.” 

“What would Dr. Martin Luther King do if he were 
alive today?” we often ask ourselves. We can’t say for 
sure, but we do know that although King accomplished 
much in his lifetime, he would be the first to understand 
that the work for which he gave his life still is far from 
done. 

Dr. King advocated for non-violent protest and he 
practiced what he preached. That’s a lesson that must 
be re-learned by each succeeding generation. We can 
only hope that his spirit and courage can continue to in-
spire this and future generations to bring about a world 
in which all persons are treated with fairness, dignity, 
and respect.

By Lydia Edwards

With everything hap-
pening in the world I want 
to thank my statehouse 
colleagues for taking ac-
tion on some amazing 
housing legislation last 
week that I introduced, 
led, and worked on. I was 
excited to work with them 
and a broad coalition of 
advocates on these laws 
that will protect residents 
and move us closer to 
housing justice.

I initially filed the 
HOMES Act with Senator 
Joe Boncore and Repre-
sentative Mike Moran to 
seal eviction records in 
certain cases. I am thrilled 
to have partnered with 
them and the Massachu-
setts Law Reform Insti-
tute on this legislation. 
The version approved by 
the statehouse last week 
will give residents across 
the state a second chance 
at finding stable housing 
after the pandemic. Resi-
dents with “no-fault evic-

tions” will now be able 
to seal those records. No 
fault evictions are very 
common, but can have 
lasting impact on people’s 
ability to find housing.

Examples of no fault 
evictions include land-
lords evicting tenants 
to raise rent or to turn a 
building into condos. The 
law will also allow tenants 
who have satisfied their 
judgement or worked is-
sues out with their land-
lord to petition the court 
to seal the record and 
“ban the box” on eviction 
records. This means that 
once sealed, prior eviction 
records don’t have to be 
disclosed on any future 
applications for housing.

The law will also pre-
vent minors from being 
named as defendants on 
eviction cases and ex-
punge any current records 
that people were named 
on as minors. This will 
clear the records of thou-
sands of residents that are 

having a hard time finding 
housing because of things 
that happened when they 
were children and had 
no control over. I want to 
thank the Chelsea Collab-
orative for their leadership 
in advocating for minors’ 
eviction records to be 
sealed.

In addition to eviction 
sealing, the legislature 
passed a home rule peti-
tion to update Boston’s 
linkage policy. I first filed 
a home rule petition to up-
date the policy in March 
of 2019. With approval 
from the state house, Bos-
ton will now have much 
greater control over its 
development dollars. This 
update will generate mil-
lions of dollars that will 
go to the Neighborhood 
Housing Trust that I sit on 
and will help house Bos-
ton residents.

Finally, the statehouse 
approved Tenant Opportu-
nity to Purchase. I’ve been 
advocating for this since 

I worked in the Office of 
Housing Stability in the 
City of Boston. This new 
law will give tenants and 
nonprofits the opportuni-
ty to purchase apartments 
when buildings go on sale. 
This will help preserve 
long-term affordability 
and prevent massive dis-
placement.

I’m very grateful to 
all of my statehouse col-
leagues for working hard 
to make these victories a 
reality. I’m also grateful 
for the partnership of May-
or Walsh, the Department 
of Neighborhood Devel-
opment, and the BPDA 
in advocating for these 
causes. We know there is 
more to be done, but these 
new tools along with local 
victories like the new fair 
housing amendment I pro-
posed will go a long way 
to providing everyone in 
Boston and Massachusetts 
with the right to housing.

Lydia Edwards is a Bos-
ton City Councilor.

Dr. Glenn Mollette

Acts of violence against 
a marriage partner have 
never saved a marriage. 
Violent acts toward fam-
ily members have never 
made a family happier. 
Typically, they create 
emotional and sometimes 
physical wounds that are 
never forgotten. Too many 
families have suffered be-
cause someone in the fam-
ily became violent. 

Violence in our com-
munities and towns al-
ways results in pain, di-
vision and sometimes 
even loss of life. Violence 
typically brings the wrong 
people together to do bad 
things. No community, 
city or state needs this. 

In times of war or ene-
my aggression against our 
United States, violence 
has been necessary. Acts 
of war have never been 
pleasant.  They result in 
the loss of life and horrif-
ic debilitation of so many 
people physically and 
mentally. Most Americans 
do not want to be at war 
with anyone.

In years past, we have 
had to protect our country 
against those who sought 

to harm us. The Second 
Amendment gives Ameri-
cans the right to bear arms 
and protect ourselves. 
We are grateful for our 
military but we pray for 
peace.  None of us want 
our family members ac-
tively involved in combat 
if it can be avoided. 

Violence like we saw 
last week at the United 
States Capitol was crim-
inal. It helped no one. It 
solved nothing. Everyone 
who traveled to hear Pres-
ident Trump speak should 
have bought a nice dinner 
in D.C.  and then traveled 
back to their families. 
Unlawfully entering the 
Capitol was wrong and 
was carried out in a vio-
lent criminal way. People 
were killed. Offices were 
torn apart and doors bro-
ken down. Staffers were 
terrified for their lives. 
This should never have 
happened. Many of these 
criminals will eventually 
be arrested and spend time 
in jail. 

This act of criminal 
stupidity did nothing to 
advance or help President 
Trump. If they had stopped 
in front of the Capitol and 
given speeches, yelled, 

screamed, waved their 
signs throughout the day 
and then gone home the 
results would have been 
better. Terrorism never 
produces positive results. 
Destruction of the proper-
ty of others and the terror-
ism of people are savage 
and criminal.

This same kind of un-
necessary violence was 
seen in many of our cities 
last summer. I traveled 
to Cleveland, Ohio after 
a march had taken place 
and saw the results of acts 
of violence. I saw almost 
all of downtown Cleve-
land boarded up. Busi-
nesses were closed. Ho-
tels were closed. Very few 
restaurants were open. 
For weeks my family was 
afraid to stop in down-
town Louisville because 
of the protests and disrup-
tion occurring in the city. 

In the United States 
of America, individuals, 
groups and organizations 
have the absolute right 
to march, protest and ex-
ercise their free speech. 
However, the destruction 
of buildings and business-
es are acts of violence and 
are criminal. The people 
who shut down sections 

of cities throughout our 
country should be arrest-
ed for their behavior. An 
acquaintance, who lived 
outside Seattle for many 
years, was terrified to 
travel back to that city last 
year. 

Violence against Dem-
ocrats or Republicans will 
not bring this country back 
together. Invasion and vi-
olence against the Capitol 
solved nothing but ruined 
some lives. Violence will 
not change the results of 
the election. Joe Biden 
will be the President of the 
United States for the next 
four years. 

March, protest, yell, 
scream and financially 
support organizations who 
promote your point of 
view. But please, put your 
guns, pipe bombs and ha-
tred away.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Is-
sues and Common Sense 
opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each 
week In over 500 newspa-
pers, websites and blogs 
across the United States.

Please, stop the violence

Guest Op-ed
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                     PRICE
Vitale, Stephen         Clafco Builders Corp 280 E Eagle St #2              $495,000
61 Falcon Street LLC D&S Falcon Street LLC 61 Falcon St                   $325,000
Zelee, Whitney         Boland, James J      68 Horace St                    $790,000
Arboleda, Vanesa A Dorman, Lewis R 250 Meridian St #309             $183,127 
Gujar Brothers LLC First Orient LLC 84-86 Orient Ave                 $1,000,000
Colantonio, Christopher M Coviello, Nicholas J    462 Saratoga St                 $600,000
Joshu, Adarsh Fitzgerald, Daniel J 606-608 Saratoga St       $652,500
Rivera, Jade S Delisis Elia L Est    8 Webster Ave                 $475,000
Halpert, Albena D Koskinen, Brenda E     129 Webster St                 $1,579,000 
CV 310 Mcclellan LLC 310 Mcclellan Highway 310 William F Mcclellan Hwy $6,892,500

Sewage notification bill passes legislature, now awaits Governor’s signature

The Solid Waste Asso-
ciation of North America 
(SWANA) Applied Re-
search Foundation (ARF) 
recently conducted im-
portant research on the 
long-term management 
(LTM) that will be needed 
for closed landfills follow-
ing the 30-year post-clo-
sure care period required 
under current regulations.

The resulting report ad-
dresses key issues such as 
the expected service life 
of the landfill’s final cover 
system and the tasks that 
will need to be performed 
to ensure the long-term 
protection of public health 
and the environment. The 
report also addresses the 
issue of how long-term 

management activities can 
be financed.

“SWANA continues 
to be at the forefront of 
identifying solutions to 
challenging solid waste 
issues, and this important 
new report provides use-
ful information and data 
for solid waste managers 
and their communities,” 
stated David Biderman, 
SWANA Executive Direc-
tor and CEO. “We need 
to assure the public that 
today’s landfills will not 
only provide communities 
with needed solid waste 
disposal services but that 
they will continue to pro-
tect public health and the 
environmental for hun-
dreds of years following 

their closure,” he added. 
The report provides 

reassuring evidence re-
garding the efficacy of the 
federal design standards 
that have been established 
for these facilities. For ex-
ample, the research study 
concluded that it is unlike-
ly that the geomembrane 
in the landfill’s final cover 
system would need to be 
replaced for 2,000 years 
following its installation.

“We appreciate the sup-
port and involvement of 
our Disposal Group sub-
scribers who submitted 
and voted for this import-
ant research topic and pro-
vided funding support for 
the research effort,” said 
Jeremy O’Brien, SWA-

NA’s Director of Applied 
Research.

It is SWANA’s inten-
tion that this report will 
serve as a useful reference 
for solid waste managers 
who are responsible for 
the provision of landfill 
disposal services for their 
communities. 

The full report, The 
Long-Term Management 
of Closed MSW Landfills 
Following the Post-Clo-
sure Care Period, is cur-
rently available only to 
SWANA ARF subscrib-
ers. SWANA members 
receive free access to ARF 
industry reports one year 
after publication.

During the final hours 
of the legislative session, 
the Massachusetts House 
and Senate enacted, An 
Act promoting awareness 
of sewage pollution in 
public waters. 

The bill now sits on 
Gov. Charles Baker’s 
desk, where he has 10 
days after the bill’s enact-
ment to sign it.

This is an important 
step in protecting public 
health, our state’s water 
quality, and upgrading 
outdated water infra-
structure. H.4921, spon-
sored by Rep. Linda Dean 
Campbell (D-Methuen), 
Sen. Pat Jehlen (D-Somer-
ville), and Rep. Denise 
Provost (D-Somerville), 
will require water suppli-
ers to establish a public 
notification system to let 
Massachusetts residents 
know when there’s been 
a sewage discharge in 
their area. Up until now, 
residents had no way to 
know when sewage was 
present in their local wa-
terways, running the risk 
of unknowingly coming in 
contact with harmful bac-
teria and toxins that could 

cause serious health im-
pacts. Increasing aware-
ness about archaic infra-
structure is the first step 
in the long journey of up-
dating and replacing aging 
combined sewer systems 
with modern systems that 
are cleaner and safer for 
our communities.

The Massachusetts Riv-
ers Alliance led the advo-
cacy effort , and is thrilled 
to see the Massachusetts 
legislature pass this com-
mon-sense bill. Mass Riv-
ers credits the passage of 
this bill to hard work by 
a diverse and persistent 
coalition of legislative 
leaders, environmental 
advocates, and municipal 
leaders over several years.

“Massachusetts resi-
dents have a right to know 
if there is sewage in their 
rivers, especially this year 
when we’ve turned to na-
ture for safe recreation and 
peace of mind,” said Julia 
Blatt, Executive Director 
of the

Massachusetts Rivers 
Alliance. “Mass Rivers 
appreciates the leadership 
of the bill’s sponsors, Sen-
ator Jehlen, Representa-

tive Campbell, and Rep-
resentative Provost on this 
issue, and we are thrilled 
to see it

approved by the legisla-
ture. Passage of this bill is 
an important step toward 
raising awareness of this 
problem, bringing our wa-
ter infrastructure out of 
the nineteenth and into the 
twenty-first century.”

“With a COVID-19 
connection to sewage, this 
legislation becomes more 
critical to preserve public 
health,” said Rep. Camp-
bell. “Many citizens have 
fought for this for years – 
and they will now be able 
to receive individual noti-
fication of sewage spills. 
State government has a re-
sponsibility to ensure that 
our residents and local 
leaders are notified of pub-
lic health concerns. This 
legislation also has a huge 
economic component. Our 
waterways in Massachu-
setts are treasured by all, 
and we all want to be able 
to enjoy and respect these 
treasures. Their viability 
is critical to local econo-
mies. Our next battle will 
be to upgrade our sewage 

treatment facilities to pre-
vent CSOs.”

“Combined Sewer 
Overflows may not be the 
first thing on many peo-
ple’s minds when they 
head to one of the Com-
monwealth’s many beau-
tiful waterways, but right 
now, public health is on 
all of our minds,” said 
Sen. Jehlen. “We need this 
notification system so ev-
eryone can make informed 
decisions, protect their 
health, and safely enjoy 
our natural resources.”

“Passage of this bill 
could not be more timely,” 
said Rep. Provost. “When 
people utilize our rivers 
and ponds, they deserve 
to be informed about the 
lurking health hazards 
from germ-laden sewer 
outfalls. Especially given 
the scientific uncertainty 
about the infectiousness 
of solid waste containing 
excreted coronavirus, we 
should be enabling the 
people of Massachusetts 
to make informed deci-
sions about when it’s safe 
to go in the water.”

“It is a relief to know 
that the public health is 

protected and residents in 
Massachusetts will finally 
have the awareness that 
municipalities are dis-
charging sewage into their 
rivers,” said Patrick Her-
ron, Executive Director of 
the Mystic River Water-
shed Association “and this 
would not have happened 
without the leadership of 
Senator Jehlen, Repre-
sentative Campbell, and 
Representative Provost 
and the tireless advocacy 
of Mass Rivers Alliance.”

“In this day and age, 
most people probably 
assume that the public 
would have to be notified 
if there was a sewage spill 
at their favorite, beach, 
swimming hole or pad-
dling spot, but that hasn’t 
been the case until now,” 
said Ian Cooke, Executive 
Director of the Neponset 
River Watershed Associ-
ation. “We are very ex-
cited to see this common 
sense requirement to pro-
tect public health, wildlife 
and our waterways finally 
moving forward.”

I believe this bill is 
critically important for 
all communities adja-

cent to waterways who 
are subjected to sewage 
discharges,” said New-
buryport Mayor Donna 
Holaday. “As an end user 
on the Merrimack River, 
Newburyport experienc-
es combined sewage and 
stormwater discharges 
from upriver communities 
nearly every time it rains. 
We have been working 
with the Merrimack River 
District Commission on 
developing a pilot notifi-
cation system to alert our 
residents, boaters, fisher-
men, swimmers and others 
from using the river and 
beaches when there are 
high bacteria levels. In or-
der to fully implement this 
system we need to know 
when CSOs are occurring 
upriver. I am very grateful 
to our legislators and the 
many advocates who have 
worked on this initiative 
for several years.”

Baker must sign H.4921 
into law within 10 days of 
its enactment, after which 
time the Department of 
Environmental Protection 
will work with sewage op-
erators on establishing a 
public notification system.

New report focuses on landfill long-term management issues

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced 
three new programs to 
boost internet connectivity 
statewide, including a sub-
sidy program to assist job 
seekers in the MassHire 
system that are facing a 
technology barrier. 

In addition, the Massa-
chusetts Broadband Insti-
tute (MBI) at the Mass-
Tech Collaborative will 
expand a WiFi hotspot 
program statewide, de-
livering free high-speed 
access points to Gateway 
Cities, helping expand 
internet accessibility in 
areas hard-hit economi-
cally by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The programs 
are part of the $774 mil-
lion economic recovery 
plan announced by the 
Administration in Oc-
tober, which designated 
$9.2 million for an expan-
sion of internet access pro-
grams. Gov. Charlie Bak-
er, Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, 
administration officials, 
and private partners made 
the announcement during 
an event held in Spring-
field.

The new subsidy pro-
gram, called “Mass. In-
ternet Connect,” is being 
launched this month by 
the MBI in partnership 
with the Executive Office 
of Labor and Workforce 
Development (EOLWD), 
working with 29 MassHire 

one-stop career centers on 
the rollout of the program. 
The MBI is collaborating 
with internet service pro-
viders across the state, 
including Comcast, Char-
ter, and Verizon, to offer 
subsidies and devices to 
job seekers. The internet 
subsidies and technology 
support will help keep job 
seekers connected to crit-
ical online resources and 
job search tools.

“The internet is critical 
to those seeking a new job, 
and these new programs 
recognize and aim to help 
solve connectivity chal-
lenges for people looking 
for work,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker. “These in-
vestments will help to get 
and keep people connect-
ed, so they can continue 
to engage with prospec-
tive employers, access 
the trainings and services 
offered by MassHire and 
their partners, and ulti-
mately get back into the 
workforce.“

MassHire will work 
with job seekers within 
their system to identify 
technology barriers and 
determine the best solu-
tion or combination of 
solutions, including:

•Online resources for 
digital literacy;

•An internet subsidy 
for those residing in a mu-
nicipality with Charter or 
Comcast access;

•A personal cellular 
hotspot from Verizon, for 
those in areas not served 
by Charter or Comcast; or

•A referral to a partner 
vendor, HiQ, which is dis-
tributing Chromebooks to 
persons that do not have 
access to a device at home 
to conduct a job search.

“For those job seekers 
interested in getting assis-
tance with their technolo-
gy barriers, the first step 
is to get into the MassHire 
system,” said Secretary of 
Labor and Workforce De-
velopment Rosalin Acos-
ta. “Being in that system 
allows us to provide the 
personalized services and 
unemployment support 
that each job seeker needs. 
These new programs will 
allow us to bridge the 

unique technology gaps 
that individual job seekers 
face, whether an afford-
ability or access issue.”

The program will run 
through June 30, with the 
state covering the cost 
of subsidies for internet 
service and devices on 
behalf of the job seekers. 
Job seekers must be in the 
MassHire system to take 
advantage of the Mass. 
Internet Connect program. 
MassHire resources are 
available at https://www.
mass.gov/topics/masshire. 
The MBI has participat-
ed in trainings for the 29 
MassHire one-stop career 
centers located across the 
state, preparing them to 
identify and support those 
clients facing technology 
barriers.

The Commonwealth’s 
programs will supplement 
the existing programs 
launched by providers in 
response to COVID-19 
earlier this year.

“For Massachusetts 
residents who are looking 
for a job, having Inter-
net access is not a luxu-
ry, it’s essential to their 
search,” said Michael 
Caralis, Director, Verizon 
Public Sector. “Verizon 
is committed to helping 
bridge the digital divide. 
Working with the com-
monwealth and MassHire 
to obtain hotspots and un-
limited data for job seek-
ers without Internet access 
is one way Verizon can 
help with economic re-
covery efforts.”  

Another new program 

being launched to address 
the economic impact of 
COVID-19 is an expan-
sion of free community 
WiFi hotspots across the 
state, targeting Gateway 
Cities and outer Cape 
Cod towns that will not 
be served through private 
provider initiatives. The 
new sites will offer com-
munities the opportunity 
to establish both outdoor 
and socially-distanced in-
door access to high-speed 
internet, helping boost 
free internet connection 
points for residents. These 
new public hotspots will 
supplement the efforts of 
private providers, target-
ing municipalities where 
additional free options are 
needed.

Baker-Polito administration announced the launch of programs to boost internet connectivity

Post Offices across the 
commonwealth will be 
closed on Monday, Jan. 
18, as our employees 
pause to celebrate Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. Street 
delivery on Monday will 
be limited to guaranteed 
overnight parcels and 
there will be no collection 
of mail.

Full retail and delivery 
operations will resume 
on Tuesday, Jan. 19.

The Postal Service re-
ceives no tax dollars for 
operating expenses and re-
lies on the sale of postage, 

Postal employees will celebrate 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

products and services to 
fund its operations.

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416
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always puts working peo-
ple first--fighting for a $15 
minimum wage and paid 
family leave and provid-
ing frontline workers with 
emergency child care and 
the protective equipment 
they need. Marty (Walsh) 
understands like I do that 
the middle class built this 
country and unions built 
the middle class.”

Biden said Walsh has 
seen how union workers 
have been holding the 
country together during 
COVID crisis. 

“Health care workers 
keeping our hospitals safe, 
clean, and effective. Pub-
lic service workers fight-
ing against budget short-
falls to keep communities 
afloat. Port workers, car 
haulers, warehouse work-
ers, and folks keeping our 
air and rail systems run-
ning. They are literally 
what’s keeping us going,” 
said Biden. “And they de-
serve a Secretary of Labor 
who knows how to build 
their power as workers. 
Who knows that when 
I say our future will be 
made in America, it will 
be a future built by Ameri-
can workers. A future with 
historic investments in 
infrastructure, clean ener-
gy, manufacturing, and so 
much more that will create 
millions of good-paying 
union jobs.”

Biden said Walsh knows 
what “worker power” 
means not just protecting 

the right to unionize but 
encouraging unionization 
and collective bargaining.

“It means protecting 
pensions. Ensuring work-
er safety. Increasing the 
minimum wage.Ensur-
ing workers are paid for 
the overtime they earned, 
like we fought to do in the 
Obama-Biden Adminis-
tration, but this Admin-
istration weakened. And 
making sure that we have 
a trade policy where for 
every decision we make, 
unions are at the table, 
focused on winning good 
jobs for American work-
ers,” said Biden. “This is 
one of the most important 
departments to me. I trust 
Mayor Walsh, and I’m 
honored he accepted.”

At the press conference 
Walsh thanked Biden and 
Vice President-Elect Ka-
mala Harris for the oppor-
tunity to serve the Ameri-
can people

“My mother and fa-
ther came to this country 
as immigrants from Gal-
way,” said Walsh. “They 
brought with them their 
willing hands, their hon-
est hearts and hopes of the 
American dream. But all 
they needed, because my 
father joined the Labor-
ers Union in Boston, was 
that opportunity. That’s 
why my parents were able 
to raise my brother John 
and myself with dignity 
and security. In the multi-
ethnic, multiracial work-

ing class neighborhood 
of Dorchester I followed 
my father into that union. 
I learned what it took to 
turn an honest day’s work 
into an honest day’s pay. 
I saw what fighting for 
good jobs, good bene-
fits, and a safe workplace 
does for the lives of hard 
working men and women 
and their families. I have 
fought for working people 
every single day of my life 
since then.”

Walsh said that we’re 
at a crossroads in America 
and it is a period of great 
hardship. 

“Working people are 
holding this country to-
gether right now,” said 
Walsh. “I’ve seen it up 
close as Mayor of Boston.  
Health care workers, first 
responders, grocery store 
workers, delivery drivers, 
postal workers, sanitation 
workers, custodians are all 
coming through for us un-
der impossible conditions. 
But this isn’t just because 
of the COVID crisis or 
the economic crisis that 
threatens their well be-
ing. Working people have 
been struggling for a long 
time. Under the erosion of 
their rights and the deep 
inequalities of race, gen-
der and class for the last 
four years they’ve been 
under assault.  The unions 
that built the middle class 
are facing hard times but 
nobody’s taller than the 
American worker. Now 
we have the opportunity 
to put power back in the 
hands of working people 
all across this country. We 
can defend workers rights, 
we can strengthen collec-
tive bargaining. We can 

grow union membership. 
We can create millions 
of good paying jobs with 
investments in infrastruc-
ture, clean energy, and in 
high tech manufacturing, 
along with the workforce 
training to help get those 
people into those good 
jobs.”

Walsh said the 
Biden-Harris Administra-
tion will ensure an invest-
ment in the working peo-
ple of America. 

“I look forward to 
working with you (Biden) 
to deliver good jobs with 
dignity, security, prosperi-
ty and purpose to all Amer-
ican families,” said Walsh. 
“And I  look forward to 
working with this entire 
administration shoulder to 
shoulder with American 
workers to build back our 
country.”

In a statement, the 
Greater Boston Building 
Trades Unions applaud-
ed the choice of Walsh as 
Secretary of Labor. 

“We have seen firsthand 
the incredible work that 
incoming U.S. Secretary 
of Labor Walsh has done 
to build the middle class 
and to improve the lives of 
workers across industries 
in his time as the Presi-
dent of Laborers Local 
Union 223, as a legislator, 
as leader of our Boston 
Building Trades Unions, 
as Mayor, and as someone 
who has dedicated his life 
to combatting inequities 
and to building a more 
just future and a more just 
economy for all,” they 
union said. 

Darlene Lombos, Chief 
Officer and Executive 
Secretary/Treasurer of 
the Greater Boston La-
bor Council released said, 
“Walsh is an exceptional 
choice for Labor Secre-
tary in the Biden admin-
istration. Mayor Walsh 
will take his union card to 
Washington and lead with 
the pro-worker values 
that he has so steadfastly 

demonstrated during his 
tenure as Mayor of Bos-
ton. Marty Walsh will 
continue to protect and 
expand workers’ rights, 
improve health and safety, 
and be a champion for all 
workers.”

Massachusetts AFL-
CIO President Steven A. 
Tolman added, “Marty 
Walsh is a champion of 
working people and is a 
perfect pick to lead the De-
partment of Labor. From 
my time working side by 
side with Marty Walsh 
both in the legislature and 
as the President of the 
Massachusetts AFL-CIO, 
I have seen the unmatched 
level of care and passion 
he brings to fighting for 
working people every day. 
His service and record as 
a dedicated labor leader, 
legislator, and Mayor of 
Boston provides over-
whelming evidence that 
he will be a terrific Secre-
tary of Labor.”

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416

COVID-19 Testing
Safe, fast, easy, free

EBNHC provides walk-thru COVID-19 
testing to anyone who wants to be tested, 

six days a week at 79 Paris Street.  

Pre-registration required:  
Call 617-569-5800.

Monday-Friday: 8am-11:30am and 1pm-4:30pm
Saturday: 10am-1:30pm

Visit ebnhc.org/covid19 for other testing sites around Boston
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THE CITY OF BOSTON C�N HELP YOU

save money throughout the year.

For more information about resources you may
qualify for, visit www.boston.gov/benefits or call 311.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh
#BOSC��H���

BOS :311

Mayor Martin Walsh accepted President-Elect Joe Biden’s nomination of him to serve as 
Secretary of Labor at a press conference last week. 

Black Excellence on the 
Hill award from the State 
of Massachusetts Black 
and Latino Caucus for 
both his role at ZUMIX, 
and as the founder of the 
Fogo Project, which is 
working to build a music 
school and recording stu-
dio on the island of Fogo 
in Cabo Verde where his 
family is from.”

Zumix’s Kadahj Ben-
nett will be stepping into 
DePina’s former role of 
Songwriting and Perfor-
mance Manager. 

Bennett joined the staff 
in 2019 as the Instrumen-
tal Music Manager, and 
studied under DePina to 
craft his teaching artistry. 

“Kadahj is an alumnus 
of Zumix and Boston Arts 
Academy, graduating in 
2008,” said Zumix. “Ka-
dahj went on to receive 
a Posse scholarship to 
Hamilton College, where 

he graduated from in 
2012. Kadahj received 
the Elliot Norton Award 
for Best Actor in 2020, 
and has performed with 
the New Repertory The-
atre, Huntington Theatre 
Company, and Company 

One. Kadahj continues to 
be an Artist in Residence 
at Harvard University, 
and Neighborhood Salon 
Luminary at the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Muse-
um.”

Finally, Omar Sosa, an-

other Zumix alumnus, will 
be stepping into Bennett’s 
role of Instrumental Music 
Manager. Sosa has served 
as Zumix’s Administrative 
Assistant and Teaching 
Artist since 2016, 

“We are also excited to 
announce that Kadahj will 
be passing the baton of 
Instrumental Music Man-
ager to Omar Sosa,” said 
Zumix. “Omar is an alum-
nus of Zumix, starting at 
the age of 6, and has been 
working as an Administra-
tive Assistant and Teach-
ing Artist for Zumix since 
2016. He is a gifted teach-
ing artist, musician, and 
leader of Boston based 
band Pangea.”

Sosa graduated from 
Berklee College of Mu-
sic with a degree in Jazz 
Composition after receiv-
ing a full-tuition scholar-
ship.

Omar Sosa and his wife 
Dani. Sosa will be stepping 
into Kadahj Bennett’s role 
of Instrumental Music Man-
ager at Zumix. 

Zumix // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Now that Corey DePina has 
been elevated to Director 
of Programs, Kadahj Ben-
nett will serve as Song-
writing and Performance 
Manager. 
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Suffolk County Sheriff 
Steven W. Tompkins and 
Hampden County Sheriff 
Nick Cocchi have been 
elected by their fellow 
county sheriffs to serve, 
respectively, as President 
and Vice President of the 
Massachusetts Sheriffs’ 
Association (MSA).

This marks a return to 
the position that Tompkins 
previously held in 2015, 
and it is the first time that 
Cocchi has been elected 
to serve the organization. 
Both positions carry a 
two-year term of service. 
Tompkins and Cocchi 
take the helm from out-
going President Middle-
sex County Sheriff Peter 
Koutoujian and outgoing 
Vice President Franklin 
County Sheriff Christo-
pher Donelan.

“I am greatly honored 
to be chosen by my fel-
low sheriffs to once again 
represent the MSA in this 
capacity,” said Tompkins. 
“I believe that we are at a 
critical inflection point in 
the relationship between 
criminal justice and so-
cial justice, and I am very 
much looking forward 
to working with Sheriff 
Cocchi and MSA Execu-
tive Director Carrie Hill 
to not only expand on the 
progress that we’re mak-
ing in the delivery of the 
comprehensive services 
we provide for our popu-
lations, but to help drive 
corrections further for-
ward in this way.”

Sheriff Cocchi said he 
is excited to serve as vice 
president, and that he sees 
the position as an oppor-
tunity to advocate for en-
lightened and effective 
corrections at a time when 
law enforcement is under 
pressure and being judged 
by the bad actions of a 
few.

“I am eager to serve my 
brother sheriffs as an ad-
vocate for the important 
work we do, fighting for 
what is in the best interests 
of the people we all serve,” 
Cocchi said. “Right now, 
more than ever, law en-
forcement officials need to 
step up and not just do the 
right thing, but speak on 
behalf of what is right. We 
play a significant part in 
the lives of our justice-in-
volved population, and 
I’m honored to be able to 
advocate for their interests 
through the MSA.”

Established 35 years 
ago, the Massachusetts 
Sheriffs’ Association is 
comprised of the 14 du-
ly-elected county sheriffs 
serving across the Com-
monwealth of Massa-
chusetts. In their roles as 
MSA President and Vice 
President, Sheriff Tomp-
kins and Sheriff Cocchi 
will work in concert with 
the MSA body and its stra-
tegic partners to better ed-
ucate and inform their col-
lective constituency about 
the important work that the 
county sheriffs are doing 
to advance and enhance 

programs and services that 
address behavioral health 
and substance use, wom-
en’s programming, reentry 
services, LGBTQI-spe-
cific programming, and a 
host of others.

“As we enter the New 
Year, I am profoundly op-
timistic about the better 

days to come,” said Tomp-
kins. “In my capacity as 
the incoming president of 
the MSA, I look forward 
to collaborating with ev-
eryone across the four-
teen counties and beyond 
to make our communities 
safer, healthier and more 
vibrant.”

ber of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
9.5 percent  percent last 

week and went from 
41,847cases to 45,844 
confirmed cases in a week. 
Thirty-two more Boston 

residents died from the 
virus and there are now 
1,052 total deaths in the 
city from COVID. 

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 
7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30pm Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY JANUARY 14TH, 2021 THROUGH WEDNESDAY JANUARY 20TH, 2021

Betty Crocker Helpers ....................... 10/$10.00
Best Yet Coffee K-Cups ............................... $3.99 
Best Yet Apple Juice  64 oz .................. 2/$3.00
Best Yet Peanut Butter ...........................3/$5.00
Capri Sun Drinks ....................................... 2/$4.00
Best Yet Single Box Macaroni & Cheese .... 2/$1.00
Best Yet Mayonnaise  30 oz ................. 2/$4.00
Chock Full O' Nuts Canned Coffee ...........2/$7.00
Betty Crocker Brownies .......................... 2/$4.00
Kellogg's Eggo Waffles   ........................... 2/$4.00

(ex thick & fluffy)

Mystic Pizza .................................................. $5.99 
Best Yet Butter Quarters  16 oz ......... 2/$5.00
Best Yet Sour Cream  16 oz .................. 2/$3.00
Best Yet Shredded Cheese  8 oz ...........3/$5.00

Finlandia Imported Swiss Cheese .........$6.59/lb
Kretschmar Rotisserie Chicken Breast ....$6.99/lb
Best Yet Corned Beef .............................$6.99/lb
Sara Lee Honey Ham ................................$6.99/lb
Russer Wunderbar German Bologna ....$2.69/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, January 15th to Sunday January 17th

"while supplies last"

Produce
California Fresh Cut Broccoli Crowns $1.49/lb
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapple ............... $2.99 
California Fresh Romaine Lettuce ............... $1.69 
Fresh & Sweet Blackberries ...................2/$4.00
Creamy Smooth Tropical Avocados ..... 10/$10.00

Bakery

BAKERY
Demi Ciabatta Baguette ..........................$1,49

DELI 
Great Lakes American Cheese ......... $3.99/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef .......................... $6.99/lb
Hans Kissle Cheese Tortellini Salad .... $5.99/lb

PRODUCE
All Purpose Yellow Onions 2lb bag .............99¢ 
Green Giant All Purpose Carrots 1lb bag 
......................................................................................69¢
Green Giant Idaho Russet Potatoes 5lb bag 
............................................................................ 2/$5.00 

MEAT
Family Pack New York Boneless Strip Steaks
.................................................................$7.99/lb
Family Pack Bone in Chicken Thighs ....... 79¢/lb
Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 31-40ct $7.99

GROCERY
Tropicana Orange Juice 52oz.  2/$5.00 limit 2 
Hood Ice Cream ..........................2/$5.00 limit 4
Pepsi 2 Liter ................. 4/$5.00 _+deposit limit 4

Naan Bread.........................................................$1.99 
Triple Chocolate Fudge Cake ...........................$6.79 
Assorted "Cake in a Cup" .................................$2.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Assorted Bone In Pork Loin Chops ....... $1.49/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ................... 89¢/lb
Split Chicken Breast ..............................$1.89/lb
New York Shell Sirloin Steaks ...............$3.99/lb

Tyson Bacon  16 oz ............................. 2/$10.00
Bob Evans Side Dishes ............................2/$7.00
Hatfield Ham Steaks .............................. 2/$5.00

Family Pack Specials

livepineapplehomeadvisors.com
LivePineappleHomeAdvisors@outlook.com

Nicholas Ivancic, 
ERA Key Realty Services

617-582-3344

By John Lynds 

Last week the cumula-
tive COVID-19 positive 
test rate in Eastie as well 
as the weekly positive test 
rate increased slightly. 

According to the latest 
data released by the Bos-
ton Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC), Eastie 
residents testing positive 
for COVID last week in-
creased 4.1 percent and 
the weekly positive test 
rate increased 9.7 percent. 

Of the 29,855 East-
ie residents tested for 
COVID, 17.4  percent 
overall were found to be 
positive for the virus, a 4.1 
percent increase from the 
16.7 percent reported two 
Fridays ago.

Last week, 2,591 East-
ie residents were tested 
and 11.3 percent were 
positive--a 9.7 percent de-
crease from the 10.3 that 
tested positive two Fri-
days ago.  

Citywide 33,903 res-
idents were tested and 
8.9 percent were COVID 
positive--a 27 percent in-
crease from the 7 percent 
testing positive two weeks 
ago. 

“The average number 
of positive tests each day 
for Boston residents was 
413,” said Mayor Martin 
Walsh at a press brief-
ing Tuesday. “That’s up 
slightly compared to the 
week before. Our current 
community positivity rate 
was 8.8 percent. That is up 
from the week before. Our 
case numbers are concern-
ing, and our hospital num-
bers are higher than we’d 

like.”
The Mayor said that 

93% of adult Non-Surge 
ICU Beds are occupied, 
the highest Boston has 
seen in a long time.  The 
Mayor said that he and his 
team are in constant con-
tact with local hospitals, 
and that he needs every-
one to do their part. 

“This is one of the most 
serious points of the pan-
demic so far and if num-
bers don’t improve, we’ll 
have to look at more re-
strictions. So everyone 
needs to wear a mask, 
avoid crowds, and stay six 
feet apart,” said Walsh. 
“Every time you do these 
things, you could be sav-
ing a life. We will beat this 
thing, if everyone buckles 
down.”

The Mayor also dis-
cussed the need for per-
sonal safety while indoor 
dining. He said that the 
City of Boston continues 
to monitor the data close-
ly and limit indoor dining 
capacity to levels the pub-
lic health experts say are 
safe. 

He thanked local 
restaurants for following 
safety protocols, saying 
that they have been very 
cooperative. The City 
continues to support them 
with small business relief 
funds, technical support, 
and outdoor dining pro-
grams, and making it eas-
ier for them to offer safe 
pickup and delivery. 

But, the Mayor said, he 
needs patrons to do their 
part, too. 

The Mayor said local 
contact tracing efforts 

make it clear that even 
though indoor dining it-
self isn’t a high risk factor, 
too many people are going 
out to dinner with people 
outside their bubbles, 
increasing the risk for 
COVID-19 transmission. 
He said that sometimes 
they see other people they 
know and “table hop,” 
which has to stop. 

“We can keep local 
restaurants open… but 
only if people follow the 
public health guidance,” 
said Walsh. “So, if you’re 
indoor dining: only go 
with people in your bub-
ble; keep your mask on 
when you’re not eating; 
and don’t mingle with oth-
er tables. It’s not just about 
your safety… It’s about 
our hardworking waiters 
and waitresses, hosts, and 
busboys who are working 
hard so that you can have 
a good time.  Be respect-
ful and help us spread the 
word about this.”

Eastie’s infection rate 
rose by 6.1 percent ac-
cording to the data re-
leased by the BPHC last 
Friday. Eastie’s COVID 
infection rate went from 
1,104.9 cases per 10,000 
residents to 1,172.6 cases 
per 10,000 residents. The 
citywide average is 641.5 
cases per 10,000 residents. 

An additional 318 East-
ie residents contracted the 
virus and there are now 
5,503 confirmed cases, up 
from the 5,185 reported 
two weeks ago. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the num-

Weekly COVID positive test rate at 11.3 percent in East Boston

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighborhood that tracks infec-
tion rates and COVID testing results in Boston neighborhoods.

Sheriffs’ Association elects Tompkins President

Sheriff Steven Tompkins (left) was elected president of 
Mass. Sheriffs’ Association and Hampden County Sheriff 
Nick Cocchi was elected vice president.
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336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

To place a  memoriam 
in the 

Times Free Press, 
please call 

781-485-0588

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

Theresa Rose Camarro
Longtime Saint Joseph – Saint Lazarus 

Parishioner

Visit eastietimes.com

Theresa Rose (Dista-
sio) Camarro of East Bos-
ton, formerly of Avellino, 
Italy, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by her 
loving family on Friday, 
January 8. 

Theresa was a longtime 
parishioner and devoted 
member of Saint Joseph - 
Saint Lazarus Church and 
was involved in many ac-
tivities for her beloved 
parish. 

The beloved wife for 
over 59 years to Geral-
do Camarro, she was the 
devoted mother of Ste-
phen B. and his wife, 
Pamela of North Read-
ing and Michael A. of 
Danvers; dear sister of 
Michael Distasio of Quin-
cy, Annette Baccari of 
Newton and the late Vic-
toria Sarno and Eugene 
Distasio; cherished grand-
mother of Stephen, Gabri-
elle, Nicole, Trevor and 
Michael Jr. She is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces and nephews. 

Family and friends 
honored Theresa’s life 
by gathering at Saint Jo-
seph - Saint Lazarus 
Church, Ashley 
Street, East Boston on 
Tuesday, January 12 

for an 11 a.m. Funeral 
Mass. Services concluded 
with Theresa being laid to 
rest at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery, Everett. 

Due to COVID-19 
regulations, the Camaro 
Family decided to have 
a private visitation. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made 
in Theresa’s name to the 
Massachusetts Gener-
al Hospital, 125 Nashua 
Street, Suite 540, Bos-
ton, MA 02114. You can 
also create an online 
tribute page and make a 
donation in memory of 
Theresa on MGH’s web-
site. Please visit https://
giving.massgeneral.org/
crowdfunding-communi-
ty-fundraising/.  For more 
information, please vis-
it: www.ruggieromh.com. 

Officials from the Mas-
sachusetts Department 
of Transportation (Mass-
DOT) last week issued 
the final report for the 
East-West Passenger Rail 
Study, which examines 
the potential benefits, 
costs, and investments 
necessary to connect 
people in Western Mas-
sachusetts communities 
with Central and Eastern 
Massachusetts using a 
passenger rail service that 
provides fast, frequent, 
and attractive service in a 
cost-effective and achiev-
able manner. Communi-
ty leaders, stakeholders, 
and residents expressed a 
desire for such a passen-
ger rail link to enhance 
multi-modal transporta-
tion options available for 
communities in the Com-
monwealth located west 
of Worcester. MassDOT 
subsequently paid for and 
launched this study which 
entailed a comprehensive 
civic engagement process 
involving members of the 
East-West Passenger Rail 
Study Advisory Commit-
tee, residents, businesses, 
state and local elected offi-
cials, and other stakehold-
ers in a series of informa-
tional meetings, outreach, 
and public comment pro-
cesses, and through online 
interaction.

“MassDOT is pleased 
to present the final report 
for the East-West Pas-
senger Rail Study which 
outlines the three alterna-
tives that could be most 
favorable for East-West 
service, the pros and cons 
of each, what those op-
tions would cost, and what 
ridership is projected for 
each alternative,” said 
Transportation Secretary 
and CEO Stephanie Pol-
lack. “Most importantly, 
the study recommends a 
series of next steps to fur-
ther advance planning for 
East-West rail, including 
further discussions with 
CSX about its policies for 

use of its tracks between 
Springfield and Worcester, 
a follow-up study detail-
ing the potential economic 
and community benefits 
and impacts, development 
of a new approach to gov-
ernance for passenger rail 
service in Western Mas-
sachusetts and efforts to 
identify possible funding 
sources.”

The study acknowledg-
es that “fast and frequent 
passenger rail service in 
the East-West Rail Corri-
dor could enhance mobil-
ity and connectivity for 
Corridor communities, 
provide residents and 
stakeholders with addi-
tional travel options, and 
catalyze new econom-
ic opportunities, such as 
development around sta-
tions. Improved connec-
tivity among job centers 
and better mobility for 
potential workers could 
increase employment op-
portunities for workers 
and expand the talent pool 
available to employers by 
better linking the west-
ern, central, and eastern 
regions of the Common-
wealth with each other 
and with a broader travel 
market.”

The final report for the 
East-West Passenger Rail 
Study recommends fur-
ther consideration of the 
following three Alterna-
tives, which have been se-
lected from a group of six:

•“Alternative 3” could 
provide direct passenger 
rail service between Pitts-
field and Boston along a 
shared track / shared CSX 
and MBTA corridor.

•“Alternative 4” could 
provide direct passenger 
rail service between Pitts-
field and Springfield along 
a shared track / shared 
CSX corridor, along an 
independent passenger 
track between Springfield 
and Worcester, and along 
a shared track/shared 
MBTA corridor between 
Worcester and Boston.

•“Hybrid Alternative 
4/5” could provide direct 
passenger rail service 
between Pittsfield and 
Springfield along a shared 
track / shared CSX corri-
dor, along an independent 
passenger track with high-
speed shortcuts between 
Springfield and Worcester, 
and along a shared track/
shared MBTA corridor be-
tween Worcester and Bos-
ton. 

Key findings from the 
final alternatives’ analysis 
include:

•A substantial reduction 
in travel times by as much 
as one hour over current 
times could be possible 
with significant new in-
vestment in rail corridor 
infrastructure.

•Passenger rail and 
CSX operations between 
Worcester and Pitts-
field within an enhanced 
shared-track environment 
would require careful co-
ordination of services and 
clear operational criteria. 

•Passenger rail service 
operated between Worces-
ter and Springfield over 
an independent alignment 
adjacent to CSX track(s) 
eliminates most of the 
interference between the 
two operations in this seg-
ment. 

•Total forecasted rider-
ship for the Final Alterna-
tives indicates commuter, 
business and recreational 
travel markets are present 
to varying degrees along 
the East-West Corridor, 
including a pattern of very 
strong ridership between 
Springfield and Boston: 
roughly two-thirds of 
boardings for each alter-
native were attributable 
to Boston-bound trips 
from Springfield, or the 
corresponding return trip. 
Long term impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on 
commuting patterns were 
not examined as part of 
this study.

The study recommends 
four next steps to gath-

er additional information 
that could inform the de-
velopment of an East-
West Passenger Rail Cor-
ridor beyond the analysis 
contained in the study. 

•The first recommen-
dation calls for further 
discussion of the require-
ments established by CSX, 
the owner of the tracks 
between Springfield and 
Worcester, about accom-
modating passenger rail 
on its right-of-way, noting 
that the CSX requirements 
add as much as $1.5 bil-
lion to the cost of the proj-
ect because CSX policy 
favors the complete sepa-
ration of the passenger op-
erations from CSX tracks 
whenever possible. 

•The second recom-
mendation is a study of 
the potentially transforma-
tive economic and demo-
graphic impacts/benefits 
of East-West passenger 
rail and how an East-West 
rail corridor could be one 
of several focused poli-
cies to promote afford-
able living and economic 
development in Western 
Massachusetts, which is 
not captured by a standard 
transportation analysis.

•The third recommen-
dation includes working 
with elected stakeholders 
to develop a white paper 
to identify options for a 
governance structure for 
passenger rail outside the 
MBTA service district. 

•The fourth recommen-
dation involves evaluating 
funding sources and strat-
egies, an effort that will 
depend in part on the find-
ings from the governance 
white paper with respect 
to what entity could be the 
recipient of such funding. 
These analyses may also 
be useful in determining 
whether phasing develop-
ment of the corridor could 
provide a more viable path 
forward.

Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley and colleagues 
have announced that they 
will lead more than 70 of 
their colleagues in soon 
reintroducing the Federal 
Death Penalty Prohibition 
Act of 2021, bicameral 
legislation to prohibit the 
use of the death penalty 
at the federal level, and 
require re-sentencing of 
those currently on death 
row. 

The announcement 
comes with three more 
people scheduled to be ex-
ecuted in the final days of 
the Trump administration. 

“State-sanctioned mur-
der is not justice, and the 
death penalty, which kills 
Black and brown people 
disproportionately, has 
absolutely no place in our 
society,” said Congress-
woman Pressley. “Ending 

the federal death penal-
ty— which is as cruel as it 
is ineffective in deterring 
crime—is a racial justice 
issue and must come to an 
end. We must finally abol-
ish this inhumane form 
of punishment and put an 
end to Donald Trump’s 
unprecedented killing 
spree. I am grateful for the 
partnership of incoming 
Chairman Durbin and my 
colleagues in this effort.” 

Despite overwhelming 
evidence against the death 
penalty, the Trump admin-
istration has executed 10 
Americans since resuming 
federal executions for the 
first time in 17 years on 
July 14, 2020. The United 
States stands alone among 
its peers in executing its 
own citizens, a punish-
ment that denies the dig-
nity and humanity of all 

people and is dispropor-
tionately applied to people 
who are Black, Latinx, and 
poor. For example, Black 
people make up less than 
13 percent of the nation’s 
population while account-
ing for more than 42 per-
cent of those on death row. 
A nationwide study found 
that at least one in 25 peo-
ple sentenced to death are 
innocent, while research 
has shown that capital 
punishment does not deter 
crime.

Polling in 2019 demon-
strated that the majority 
of Americans no longer 
support the death pen-
alty. Many conservative 
leaders have called for an 
end to its use because it 
is costly, ineffective, and 
inaccurate. Carrying out 
these executions during 
the pandemic has been 

particularly expensive, 
with an estimated cost of 
more than $900,000 per 
execution.

The Federal Death Pen-
alty Prohibition Act of 
2021 would end the use 
of the death penalty by the 
federal government. Spe-
cifically, the bill would 
prohibit the imposition of 
the death penalty as pun-
ishment for any violation 
of federal law and would 
require the re-sentencing 
of those previously sen-
tenced to death row. The 
legislation was originally 
introduced by Rep. Press-
ley and Sen. Dick Durbin 
in July 2019 following the 
U.S. Department of Jus-
tice’s announcement that 
it would resume the use of 
the death penalty.

MassDOT issues final report for 
East-West Passenger Rail Study

Pressley announces plans to reintroduce bill to end federal death penalty

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

Docket No.
SU20P2004EA

Estate of:
Rose Woodside
Date of Death:
June 10, 2020
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned 
estate by Petition of 
Petitioner Edward Wood-

side of Saugus, M A and 
Petitioner Kevin Wood-
side of Winthrop, MA.
A Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.
The estate is being ad-
ministered under infor-
mal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not 
required to be filed with 
the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 

and can petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceed-
ings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal 
Representatives ap-
pointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

1/13/21
EB
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• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

CONTRACTOR

PLASTERING
AUGUSTA 

PLASTERING
Interior/Exterior

• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE 
IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY CALL 
781-485-0588 

OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REV-

EREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

APARTMENT FOR RENT

REVERE - Washington Ave newly 
remodeled 2 bdr, 2nd floor, 
W/D hookup, gas heat, minutes form 
Boston, 1 block to public transporta-
tion. $1,800/month
Available Jan. 1st
978-751-0531
1/6, 01/13

REVERE- Great second floor 3 BR unit.  
Updated, separate utilities, off street 
parking. No dogs/cats. Near City 
Hall/Bus/Train. Call 617-755-9251. 
$2,200/month
1/6, 01/13
————————
REVERE - 2 rm apartment, kitchen & 
bath
Close to Blue line
Parking Space
No Utilities included
$1,500/mo
Available Now
Call 781-286-6617
12/30, 1/7, 1/13, 1/21

Full time driver needed
For Muzzy’s Florist in East Boston
Call 617-567-8800
01/13

HELP WANTED

Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Revenue (DOR) 
Commissioner Geoffrey 
Snyder announced that 
December revenue collec-
tions totaled $2.842 bil-
lion, which was $230 mil-
lion or 8.8 percent more 
than the actual collections 
in December 2019.

FY2021 year-to-date 
collections totaled approx-
imately $14.306 billion, 
which is $372 million or 
2.7% more than collec-
tions in the same period of 
FY2020.

“December revenue 
included increases in 
corporate and business 
taxes, withholding, and 
regular sales tax, as well 
as decreases in meals tax 
and ‘all other’ tax,” said 
Snyder. “The increase in 
withholding reflects in-
creases in unemployment 
insurance benefits and the 
increase in corporate and 
business taxes is partly 
attributable to one-time 
business restructuring 
events and timing factors 
such as changes to cor-
porate estimated payment 

installment patterns. DOR 
will continue to monitor 
revenue collections close-
ly in the coming months.”

In general, December 
is a significant month for 
revenues because many 
corporate and business 
taxpayers are required to 
make quarterly estimat-
ed payments. In addition, 
quarterly income estimat-
ed payments could also 
begin to come in (income 
estimated payments are 
due by Jan. 15). December 
generally produces about 
9.5 percent of annual rev-
enue, making December 
the fifth largest revenue 
month of the year.

Similar to prior months, 
collections in December 
reflected the impact of 
filing and payment due 
date extensions for regu-
lar sales, meals, and room 
occupancy taxes. The due 
date for these tax types 
has been extended sev-
eral times this year for 
certain businesses. The 
most recent extension was 
announced on Sept. 15, 
2020. With this extension, 

returns and payments of 
these taxes for certain 
small businesses origi-
nally due during the pe-
riod beginning March 
2020 through April 2021 
will instead be due in May 
2021. 

Officials noted that De-
cember revenues contin-
ued to reflect the impact 
of COVID-19 on the tax 
base. Also noted was that 
DOR has finalized the 
monthly benchmarks for 
the January to June 2021 
period based on the re-
vised FY21 tax revenue 
estimate of $28.390 bil-
lion, not including $50 
million in settlements and 
judgments estimated to 
be certified in FY21. The 
benchmarks will be posted 
on the DOR website. 

Details:
Preliminary Decem-

ber Revenue Collections
•Income tax collections 

for December were $1.477 
billion, $44 million or 3.1 
percent more than Decem-
ber 2019.

•Withholding tax col-
lections for December to-

taled $1.306 billion, $44 
million more than Decem-
ber 2019.

•Income tax estimated 
payments totaled $138 
million for December, $4 
million less than Decem-
ber 2019.

•Income tax returns and 
bills totaled $41 million 
for December, $6 mil-
lion more than December 
2019.

•Income tax cash re-
funds in December totaled 
$8 million in outflows, 
$1 million more outflow 
than December 2019.

•Sales and use tax col-
lections for December to-
taled $581 million, $9 
million less than Decem-
ber 2019.

•Corporate and business 
tax collections, including 
corporate estimated pay-
ments, for December to-
taled $589 million, $201 
million more than Decem-
ber 2019.

• “Other tax” collec-
tions for December to-
taled $195 million, $6 
million less than Decem-
ber 2019.

Boston Ballet pres-
ents “BB@yourhome: 
Look Back, Focus For-
ward,” an approximate-
ly one-hour long virtual 
program featuring historic 
Boston Ballet moments 
and artistic achievements, 
including the intimate bal-
lets from Leonid Yakob-
son, international tours, 
and a preview of Ken 
Ossola’s new work. Look 
Back, Focus Forward 
will premiere on Thurs-
day, Jan. 21, and will be 
available until Jan. 31. 
Subscribers will receive a 
streaming link prior to the 
premiere.

“This program is a vi-
sual representation of 
Boston Ballet’s journey 
and essence,” said Artistic 
Director Mikko Nissin-
en. “It will take a look at 
some groundbreaking mo-
ments, from historic tours 
to performing rarely seen 
works, as we enter a new 
year and look forward to 
the exciting future.”

“Look Back, Focus 
Forward” showcases a 

series of works by trans-
formative Russian cho-
reographer Leonid Ya-
kobson: “Vestris, Pas de 
Quatre”, and excerpts 
from “Rodin.” Specifi-
cally created by Yakob-
son for a young Mikhail 
Baryshnikov, “Vestris” is 
a seven-minute solo based 
on Auguste Vestris, the 
most famous of the Vestris 
dynasty of dancers in the 
18th century. “Pas de Qua-
tre” features intricate cho-
reography for four wom-
en, representing a special 
sisterhood. “Rodin” is 
inspired by the works of 
French sculptor Auguste 
Rodin and features a suite 
of duets or “ballet min-
iatures” (short choreo-
graphic studies on a given 
subject). Boston Ballet 
performed these works 
as part of the Rhapsody 
program in 2019, which 
“exemplifies all of the bal-
let’s ever-expanding skill 
and character” (GBH). 
Boston Ballet is one of 
the few companies in the 
United States trusted to 

perform Yakobson’s work 
today and is committed 
to carrying on his legacy. 
The program also contains 
commentary from dance 
historian Janice Ross, au-
thor of “Like a Bomb Go-
ing Off: Leonid Yakobson 
and Ballet as Resistance in 
Soviet Russia,” and shares 
how he used his works as 
a kind of “stealth weapon” 
to challenge a repressive 
totalitarian regime.

Born in St. Petersburg 
in 1904, Leonid Yakob-
son (1904–1975) has been 
deemed a revolutionary 
choreographic voice of the 
20th century. He trained at 
the Kirov Academy and 
was associated with the 
Kirov Company between 
1926 and 1975. He cho-
reographed for the Bol-
shoi Ballet until his death 
in 1975. By employing 
techniques that required 
unprecedented levels of 
athleticism, Yakobson’s 
work was often censored 
by Soviet authority for 
challenging classical bal-
let. In his lifetime, he cre-

ated 178 ballets—includ-
ing dozens for individual 
dancers and for his own 
company, Choreograph-
ic Miniatures, which he 
formed in 1970. Yakob-
son inspired a generation 
of dancers from Russia 
including Galina Ulano-
va, Maya Plisetskaya, 
Alla Osipenko, Mikhail 
Baryshnikov, and Natalia 
Makarova. While Yakob-
son’s work is rarely per-
formed today, his influ-
ence is still regarded as an 
important symbol of polit-
ical resistance in the 20th 
century. 

“Look Back, Focus For-
ward” also explores the 
importance of global out-
reach through touring by 
Boston Ballet, with a con-
versation between Nissin-
en and Principal Dancer 
Lia Cirio. Audiences will 
see highlights from tours 
to Spain, Paris, London, 
and New York, plus ex-
cerpts from Jiří Kylián’s 
deeply moving Bella Fig-
ura. The program con-
cludes with an inside look 

at the making of Ken Os-
sola’s new work, as he 
choreographs from Europe 
through Zoom, which will 
premiere in the final BB@
yourhome, Process and 
Progress. Ossola engages 
in conversation with danc-
ers Paul Craig and María 
Álvarez, featured in his 
new piece.

In 1989, under the lead-
ership of Gerald Tibbs and 
the artistic direction of Jiří 
Kylián, Ken Ossola joined 
Nederlands Dans Theater 
2. For the next three years 
he developed himself as an 
artist working and creat-
ing with leading choreog-
raphers such as Hans Van 
Manen, Ohad Naharin, 
William Forsythe, Marti-
no Muller, Paul Lightfoot, 
Nacho Duato, Johan Inger, 
and Jiří Kylián. He then 
joined Nederlands Dans 
Theater 1. He collaborated 
with Jiří Kylián on many 
creations including “One 
of a Kind,” “Black-
bird,” “Tiger Lily,””Wings 
of Wax” and “Bella Fig-
ura.” In 1999, he left to 
pursue his career as a 
choreographer. In 2009, 
using Faure’s “Requiem,” 
he created “Lux” for Le 
Ballet du Grand Théâtre 
de Genève. In 2014, 
the company’s director 

Philippe Cohen commis-
sioned him to make a full 
evening tribute to Gustav 
Mahler and created Shad-
ows Memories. In 2016, 
Gradimir Pankov, then 
artistic director of Les 
Grand Ballet Canadien, 
gave Ossola the opportu-
nity to create a tribute to 
Sergei Rachmaninov. In 
2019, he created for the 
Shanghai Ballet in collab-
oration with Yen Han Bal-
let for the Shanghai Art 
Festival. Currently, he is 
the resident choreographer 
at Yen Han Ballet. Osso-
la’s connection with Bos-
ton Ballet began in 2010, 
when he staged “Bella 
Figura,” which made its 
North American premiere 
in 2011.

Boston Ballet’s virtual 
season features new cre-
ations, signature works, 
and classical ballet favor-
ites captured live in-studio. 
Dancers have been back in 
the studios rehearsing un-
der a new health and safe-
ty plan, which was devel-
oped in partnership with 
a team of medical profes-
sionals and infectious dis-
ease specialists. 

For more information 
on BB@yourhome, vis-
it bostonballet.org.

Boston Ballet presents ‘BB@yourhome: Look Back, Focus Forward’

December State revenue collections total $2.842 billion
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ANTHONY SIMBOLI 
DEAD AT 91

CHELSEA - On Tues-
day morning, December 
29, 2020, the American 
flag flying atop the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital 
Building at 151 Everett 
Avenue was lowered to 
half- mast.  The first de-
veloper to take an outsized 
risk on the City after the 
great fire in 1973, Antho-
ny C. Simboli, died early 
that morning.  He was 91. 

He is known far and 
wide in city circles dating 
back to the 1980’s as be-
ing driven, focused, fair, 
intelligent and a risk taker. 
Thankfully, for the city of 
Chelsea he chose to take a 
risk on the city, when al-
most no one would. To un-
derscore this point, It took 
almost ten more years be-
fore another major risk on 
the City was taken by the 
Wyndham Hotel in 1991, 
now the Hilton Hotel. 

He and his children, 
Anthony and Patricia, de-
veloped more than 14 par-
cels in the city from 1983-
2016. The family held 
company, ACS Develop-
ment Corporation, may be 
best known for relocating 
the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation from down-
town Boston to the corner 
of Everett Avenue and 
Maple Street, an archi-
tectural gem of more than 
275,000 sf, which lights 
up Route 1 every evening 
and brings hundreds to the 
city by day to eat, shop 
and stay in hotels. 

ACS Development 
Corporation’s history of 
development started at 
151 Everett Avenue in 
1983, jumped to 160-180 
Second Street in 1986, 
landed for some time, be-
ginning from 1992 2000, 
at 80, 90 and what later 
was developed into 70 Ev-
erett Avenue, and known 
as Harbour Pointe Park. 
Its projects also included 
the refurbishment of the 
105 Everett Avenue, the 
Fire Station, now known 
as Chelsea Station, 99 

Fourth Street, the strip 
along the north side of 
Second Street, where 
Chelsea Clock was re-
located and where Mass 
Truck and Tire once stood 
and 215 William Street, 
an abandoned poultry pro-
cessing factory.  

They bought proper-
ties from banks, the city, 
quasi- government agen-
cies and other property 
owners. They did what 
they had to do to protect 
investments previously 
made. It was important 
in the early days of Chel-
sea’s emergence to control 
the surrounding properties 
in order to create an atmo-
sphere of safety, beauty 
and opportunity. One proj-
ect was not enough. There 
were no other developers 
or projects to create the 
momentum. They had 
to create it themselves, 
taking bigger and bigger 
risks. It took enormous 
effort to lure businesses to 
the city.  The environment 
and the properties had to 
start to look and feel like 
other suburban and down-
town properties. The City 
was the envy of other 
communities. In Anthony 
C. Simboli and ACS De-
velopment Corporation, 
it had a developer willing 
to invest and offer high 
quality, well designed 
buildings, provide consci-
entious management and 
long-term stable owner-
ship.

Beyond its contribution 
to the built environment, 
the family has invested 
in the community in a 
number of different ways 
supporting ROCA in ne-
gotiating the acquisition 
of its current home, serv-
ing on the School Build-
ings Committee, creating 
the Simboli Family Col-
lege Award for graduat-
ing Chelsea High School 
seniors which has reached 
more than 150 students, 
and contributing to the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
as well as numerous other 
non- profits.

But most of all, it can-
not be too boldly stated 
how valuable it was to 
have a respected advo-
cate, promotor, believer, 
loyal, disciplined, and pa-
tient investor in our small 
community of 1.8 square 
miles. The commercial tax 
base was built up; an ex-
ample for what was pos-
sible was proven; and the 
way was paved the way 
for the hotels, retail mod-
ernization, and residential 
projects.  Without a fight, 
the firm gave up land to 
make the Silver Line pos-
sible for the residents and 
businesses of Chelsea. 

Always willing to par-
ticipate in the communi-
ty, ever promoting and 
bringing Chelsea to the 
attention of major cor-
porations, and quietly 
continuing to support the 
young people and oth-
er needs of the residents, 
the founder of ACS De-
velopment Corporation, 
Anthony C. Simboli, is a 
true hero and favored son 
of the city of Chelsea. He 
will be missed at Chelsea 
Zoning Board meetings. 
His passion and drive for 
the city and for himself to 
do the right thing always 
led to positive outcomes 
for his proposed projects.  
We look to his children, 
Patricia and Anthony, to 
continue to carry on in his 
standards of excellence.  
There has not been as bold 
a champion, who patiently 
waited and committed to 
the City for as long and as 
deeply, as Tony Simboli. 
An eternal optimist, a lov-
er of people and a believer 
in location, he turned out 
to be right over and over 
again.  We are grateful to 
him for his love of Chel-
sea, trust in its Govern-
ment, and respect for the 
good people who loved 
the City and encouraged 
him to take a risk such as 
Val Kowalski, Leo Rob-
inson and others. A piece 
of Chelsea’s history is lost 
but his properties are a 
lasting legacy.  

RESIDENTS 
RECEIVE VACCINE

CHELSEA - Last week, 
the first veteran residents 
at the Soldiers’ Home 
in Chelsea received the 
COVID-19 vaccination. 
Vaccination was done 
onsite through a federal 
Long Term Care pharma-
cy partnership program 
with CVS and Walgreens. 
The onsite vaccinations 
also began for staff at the 
Soldiers’ Home.

In Chelsea, Dominic 
Pitella, 94, was the first 
resident vaccinated at the 
Soldiers’ Home. Pitella 
has been a resident of the 
Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea 
since April 2018. Pitella, a 
U.S. Army Air Corps Cor-
poral, was a cook with the 
559th Air Service Group 
and served in the Pacific 
Theater during World War 
II 1945-1946. His awards 
include the Army of Occu-
pation Medal, World War 
II Victory Medal, and the 
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign 
Medal. 

“I’m hopeful this will 
help everybody,” said Pi-
tella. 

“Administering vac-
cines to our frontline 
health care workers and 
now some of our most 
vulnerable residents in the 
Soldiers’ Home provides 
relief and hope that there 
are brighter days ahead for 
all,” said Governor Char-
lie Baker.  “We are pleased 
to start providing the first 
dose to the incredible men 
and women living in the 
Chelsea facilities to of-
fer more protection from 
COVID-19, and remain 
grateful to the dedicated 
staff who are working tire-
lessly to keep our veterans 
safe and healthy during 
the pandemic.” 

Said Veterans Services 
Secretary, and former 
Chelsea Soldiers’ Home 
superintendent, Cher-
yl Lussier Poppe, “The 

Department of Veterans’ 
Services and the Soldiers’ 
Home in Chelsea move 
forward with hope and 
perseverance to a bright 
future for our veteran res-
idents and staff. We look 
forward to continuing our 
work to ensure our vet-
erans are cared for, and 
today’s vaccination is an-
other vital step in our mis-
sion as we continue this 
commitment. The ongoing 
support of the surrounding 
community is impactful, 
and deeply appreciated, 
as we navigate this public 
health emergency togeth-
er.”

As a Long Term Care fa-
cility, the Soldiers’ Homes 
in Chelsea is prioritized in 
Phase One of the COVID 
vaccine distribution plan. 
The Soldiers’ Home is en-
rolled in the CDC’s Long-
Term Care Pharmacy Part-
nership program for the 
COVID-19 vaccination 
administration.

In the coming weeks, 
there will be additional 
onsite vaccination clinics 
at the Home to vaccinate 
veteran residents and staff. 
The Home is encouraging 
the vaccine for all Vet-
eran residents and staff, 
and are working to obtain 
consent for those interest-
ed. COVID vaccination 
is voluntary for everyone 
– however all people are 
encouraged to get vacci-
nated.

In addition to the 
COVID-19 vaccination 
at the Soldiers’ Home, 
the facility will continue 
weekly testing and daily 
symptom checking of all 
residents and staff. 

MATEWSKY TO 
LEAD COUNCIL

EVERETT - The Ev-
erett City Council elect-
ed Councilor-at-Large 
Wayne Matewsky as the 
2021 City Council Pres-
ident during their annual 

Organizational Meeting 
on Monday, January 4 – 
with some attending in 
person and some attend-
ing via Zoom. 

“Honesty, respect, and 
fairness has always been 
what I strive to do in this 
chamber and in my life,” 
said Matewsky. “I want to 
thank my colleagues who 
spoke and sponsored me 
tonight. I’m very grateful, 
[and] I appreciate your 
faith in me.” 

The motion to nomi-
nate Matewsky as Pres-
ident was accompanied 
by words of praise from 
many of his fellow Coun-
cil members, each of 
whom recognized his ded-
ication to serving the peo-
ple of Everett. His election 
to the position of Council 
President was unanimous-
ly affirmed by the body, 
with no opposition from 
fellow Councilors.

“I have known Wayne 
for many years and have 
always admired his work 
ethic and his deep con-
nection that he has fos-
tered with his constituents 
throughout the years,” said 
Mayor Carlo DeMaria. “I 
look forward to working 
closely with Council Pres-
ident Matewsky and want 
to congratulate him for his 
election to the position of 
Council President.”

President Matewksy has 
proudly served 40 years in 
public office, advocating 
for the Everett communi-
ty. He has held numerous 
elected positions, includ-
ing Common Councilor, 
Alderman-at-Large, and 
Massachusetts State Rep-
resentative. Matewsky has 
been on the City Council 
as a Councilor-at-Large 
since 2015, but in all his 
years, he has never been 
the Council President un-
til now.

See REGION Page 11

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com
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617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial

See SCHOOLS  Page 2

See CELL Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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www.century21mario.com
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Stuck at Stuck at   Home?Home?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs

Now through March, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

As the cold winter months bear down and the COVID-19 pandemic rages 
on, let us get your message out to our thousands of readers of The 

Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times 
Free Press, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal in 

our January editions.

Share upcoming specials and offerings 
from your business!

Share a message of support with the 
community!

In Real Estate? Share your rentals and 
homes for sale!

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2x3...........Any 3 $225...........All 6......$325 
2x5...........Any 3 $450..........All 6......$550
3x5...........Any 3 $550..........All 6......$650
3x10 or 5x6..Any 3 $700.....All 6......$850

Banner (6x3).............$200   per city
  Color incl. in cost of advert.

Call 781-485-0588 or e-mail your Sales Rep to get started!

Keep Your Name in the News!Keep Your Name in the News!

JanuaryJanuary
SpecialSpecial

2x2 Biz. Card size
ONLY $65/wk
2 week minimum

Revere’s Michaela Maguire, RN at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, receives the first round 
of her COVID-19 vaccination. 

FIGHTING COVID ONE VACCINE AT A TIME
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Reading on a Screen?? Click on Your Rep’s name to start sending them an email! 

With our 
STICKY NOTE
on the Front Page

Perfect for: Community Reminders, 
Schedules, Coupons, Sales, 

Announcements, Programs and more!
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Req. 3-week advance placement
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SALE PENDING

SOLD

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.569.6044      CENTURY21MARIO.COM 

123 FALCON ST #4 EAST BOSTON
Reduced! Modern 2BR & 2.5BA 

townhouse with 2 CAR PARKING!  
Three levels of living plus private yard.  

$564,900 | #123F

301 SARATOGA ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Luxury 2BR/2BA condo.  Private 

outdoor space.  Master Bedroom with 
en-suite.  Steps to Airport T, Bremen 

Street Park, and Restaurants.  
$589,900 | #301S

50 PUTNAM ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Last unit left in this stunning Eagle Hill 

condominium conversion.  Modern 
amenities include NEST, quartz coun-

ters, and Central Air.  
$429,900 | #50P

36 LAMBERT STREET REVERE
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2

4+ Bedroom home over two 
levels of living space.  Brand 

new kitchen with granite 
counters stainless steel appli-
ances and hardwood floors.  

Open concept kitchen/
dining/living.  Finished lower 

level and garage parking too! $484,900

73 BROADWAY #2 CHELSEA 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Brand new renovation com-
pleted at this stunning 2BR 
& 2BA bi-level unit!  All the 

modern amenities you could 
want  (A/C, Quartz Counters, 

SS Appliances, and more).  
Private deck in waterfront loca-

tion.  $474,900 | #73B

477 MERIDIAN ST – EAST BOSTON  
Eagle Hill Three family with overlooking the 

Mystic River, Marina, and Tobin.  Penthouse unit 
was recently renovated.  Excellent investment 

opportunity.  Call for details  $999,900 | #477M

890 WINTHROP AVE #2 - REVERE 
Updated Two Bedroom, One Bath 

Condo with additional loft space in the 
Former St. Paul Episcopal Church

Granite Counters, H/W Floors - Incred-
ible Architectural Detail and Charm  

$429,900 | #890W

115 NAHANT ST #5 – LYNN
2 Bedroom condo with stunning water 
views!  Many recent updates include 

granite counters, SS appliances, H/W 
floors, and new windows plus private 

garage!  $232,000 | #115N

18 LINDEN STREET SOUTH BOSTON 
OPEN HOUSES SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12-2Telegraph Hill Single 

family that is beautifully 
renovated with 4 levels of 
living space overlooking 

Thomas Park.  
$979,900 | #18L

19-21 CLARK STREET MALDEN 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Excellent investment opportu-
nity!  3 bedrooms in each unit 
with tons of off-street parking.  
Great rental potentials.  Don’t 
miss out.  $739,900 | #19C
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Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com
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East Boston
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MARIO REAL ESTATE

SELLERS
Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!
www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla EspanolFalo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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DEATHS

            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221
MARIO REAL ESTATE

SELLERS
Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!
www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla EspanolFalo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 18th , 2019 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
CLOSED

Monday, February 18th

in observance of
President’s Day

By John Lynds

At Monday night’s Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) meeting, former 
longtime JPNA  Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani was honored 
by Mayor Martin Walsh, City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards, 
Rep. Adrian Madaro and the 
JPNA board. 

Walsh, along with JPNA 
Chair Mary Cole, presented 
Scalfani, one of the longest 
continuously serving mem-
bers of any East Boston com-
munity group board, with a 
golden gavel. 

“I just want to honor Re-

nee (Scalfani) who served as 
co-chair of the JPNA for the 
past 10 years,” said Walsh. 
“It is with great appreciation 
that we honor someone with 
her heart and soul who was 
truly the “Mayor” of Jeffries 
Point.”

As the neighborhood’s no-
table community groups like 
JPNA and Orient Heights 
have been taken over by new 
blood and newer community 
groups like Harbor View have 
emerged, Scalfani remained a 
fixture in Eastie’s community 
process for as long as anyone 
can remember. 

Longtime JPNA Co-Chair Renee Scalfani (third from right) honored by Mayor Martin Walsh, the JPNA board and Eastie’s elected officials during Monday night’s meeting. From left, Steve Gringas from Rep. Madaro’s office, JPNA’s Cindy Baxter, JPNA’s Dan Bailey, City Councilor Lydia Edwards, Renee Scalfani and JPNA’s Mary Cole. 

Former JPNA Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani honored

By John Lynds

Environmentalists, activ-
ists, residents and elected 
officials on both sides of the 
Chelsea Creek are standing in 
solidarity in firm opposition 
against Eversource’s plan to 
place a substation at the City 
Yards in East Boston along 
the Chelsea Creek. 

Last week in Eastie, the 
state’s Energy Facility Siting 
Board (EFSB) held a pub-
lic meeting to discuss Ever-
source’s Notice of Project 
Change that moves the pro-
posed substation from the 

eastern corner of the City 
Yards in East Eagle Square 
to the western corner. The 
original location on the east-
ern portion of the city-owned 
parcel was approved by the 
EFSB last year. 

In its Notice of Project 
Change Eversource seeks ap-
proval to move the Substation 
190 feet to the western side of 
the City Yards lot. The scope 
of the upcoming meeting is 
limited to Eversource’s pro-
posed relocation of the sub-
station from its current site 
on the eastern side of the city 
parcel to its new proposed lo-
cation. 

Eversource said the two 
115-kV transmission lines 
that would connect to the sub-
station would no longer be 
routed along Condor and East 
Eagle streets if the substation 
is placed in the western por-
tion of the parcel. 

Local environmentalists 
from Eastie and Chelsea have 
called on the EFSB to explore 
alternatives to placing Ever-

source’s proposed substation 
along the Chelsea Creek. 

For two years, local en-
vironmentalists on the East-
ie and Chelsea sides of the 
Creek have launched a visual, 
media and talking campaign 
against Eversource’s plans 
to place the substation at the 
City Yards in Eagle Square.

At the meeting, U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Pressley, 
who represents both East Bos-
ton and Chelsea, sent a video 
testimony from her office in 
Washington, D.C. 

“I’m your sister in solidari-
ty,” said Pressley. “This at its 
best is poor urban planning 
and at its worst an injustice. It 
is unconscionable that a com-
munity already overburdened 
with environmental injustices 
would be put in harm’s way 
and have those existing health 
hazards exacerbated. The 
community should be a part 
of planning and I know when 
we organize we win and this 

East Boston, Chelsea stand in solidarity 
over proposed Eversource Substation

(Top and left) Ac-
tivists from Chelsea 
and East Boston 
stood in solidarity 
with one another 
Tuesday night to 
oppose the pro-
posed Eversource 
Substation along 
the Chelsea Creek 

See JPNA Page 3

See EVERSOURCE Page2

Community 
participation 
urged in Suffolk 
Downs public 
comment period 

By John Lynds

Last week the owners of 
the Suffolk Downs site, HYM 
Investment Group, LLC, 
released its Planned Devel-
opment Area Master Plan 
(PDA).  This started that a 
90-day public comment peri-
od that City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards is urging East Bos-
ton residents to submit their 
comments. 

In its filing, HYM propos-
es approximately 10.5 million 
square feet of development on 
the approximately 109 acres 
of the Suffolk Downs site in 
the City of Boston. The multi-
phased proposal will include 
development of a new mixed-
use neighborhood, a 40-acre 
publicly accessible open 
space system, and two retail 
squares at Suffolk Downs and 
Beachmont MBTA stations. 

The initial project phase 
will include approximately 
1.39 million square feet of de-
velopment consisting 520,000 
square feet of corporate use 
and amenity space, three 
residential buildings, and a 
portion of the townhomes 
proposed along Waldemar Av-
enue totaling more than 800 
housing units. Phase I also in-
See SUFFOLK DOWNS Page 5

By John Lynds 

Mayor Martin Walsh made 
a surprise visit to Monday 
night’s Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association (JPNA) 
meeting to update residents 
on some city issues and have 
an informal conversation with 
residents here. 

“I was sitting in my office 
when I made the decision to 
get back out to civic associ-
ations in the city and talk to 
people about the issues,” said 
Walsh. “By nature, admin-
istrations go from outward 
looking to inward looking so 
I realized I wanted to get back 
out and hear from residents 
instead of relying solely on 

neighborhood coordinators 
and other staff. I’m here to 
talk about whatever you want 
to talk about.”

Walsh said when he was 
campaigning for Mayor of 
Boston in 2013 he constantly 
heard that aside from a few 
waterfront development proj-
ects, nothing much was going 
on to improve housing and 
the economy of the neighbor-
hood. 

“Now fast forward to today 
and now I hear there is too 
much development going on,” 
said Walsh. “East Boston has 
become one of those neigh-
borhoods that people want to 

Mayor Walsh stops by community 
meeting for informal chat with residents

Here to Talk

See WALSH Page 5
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DEVELOPER TO 
START MORE 
PROJECTS

EVERETT - A Boston 
developer who already 
has a transformative, 320-
unit apartment building on 
Second and Vine Streets 
under review by the City 
has purchased additional 
land on the street.

According to Bldup.
com, Block Properties 
purchased two other de-
velopment parcels along 
Second and Vine this 
month for $7.3 million. 
Last fall, they purchased 
the property with the 
apartment building pro-
posal for $5 million.

The current proposal on 
2nd and Vine replaces and 
older warehouse build-
ing and is part of a com-
plete transformation that 
has happened before and 
during COVID-19 on the 
Commercial Triangle area 
of the city. That comes 
only about one year after 
the City changed the zon-
ing. 

The company, owned 
by Jon Block of Block 
Properties, had a hearing 
on Dec. 7 at the Planning 
Board, but it was contin-
ued due to an advertising 
error until this month – 
when the Board will con-
tinue the review.

Last October 12, the 
Planning Board heard an 
initial review of the proj-
ect from the development 
team where they reported 
a 320-unit, six-story apart-
ment building with 450 
parking spaces and 4,000 
sq. ft. of ground floor re-
tail. The project was re-
ported to be an as-of-right 
project that would need 
no Zoning Board relief, a 
new trend in that district. 
They only need Site Plan 
Review from the Planning 
Board and an Inclusionary 
Zoning (Affordable Hous-
ing) certification.

“Our approach is to 
make our front door on 
Second Street,” said Ta-
mara Ray, an architect 
on the team with Stantec. 
“We know that in the fu-

ture that is going to be the 
main street in the area. 
The T will probably go 
down the middle of the 
street so that’s our front 
door. We’re still in a grit-
ty district now…We know 
we’re in a transformative 
district and we see our 
project as part of the trans-
formation of the neighbor-
hood.”

One unique part of the 
project is it is not a podium 
style development with 
parking on the first floors. 
Instead, they’ll have a hid-
den parking garage.

“Our project is not a po-
dium project,” she said. 

The design of the build-
ing includes the Planning 
Board’s preferred red 
brick on part of it, but also 
fibre cement and a lot of 
unique colors.

It was uncertain how 
the new property acquisi-
tion would fit into the ex-
isting development.

MCGEE LAUDS 
DELEO ON WORK

LYNN - Lynn Mayor 
Thomas M. McGee had an 
up-close look at the pres-
tige and honor associated 
with being the Speaker of 
the Mass. House of Repre-
sentatives.

McGee’s father, the 
late Thomas W. McGee, 
served as Speaker of the 
House from 1975 to 1984, 
rising from his seat on the 
Lynn City Council to be 
elected state representa-
tive and then elected by 
his House colleagues to 
one of the most powerful 
positions in state govern-
ment.

“My dad was elected 
Speaker when I was 19 so 
I visited him in the Speak-
er’s Office a lot,” said the 
mayor. “It was an exciting 
time. I was thinking of the 
day my dad was elected 
speaker, how excited he 
was and how proud we 
were of him. It was a cul-
mination of the hard work 
he did over the years. I’m 
very proud of what he did 
when he was Speaker of 
the House. It’s a position 
that only a small number 

of people over 200-plus 
years have served in. I was 
thinking of my dad and 
how important it was for 
him to be able to be in that 
position and make a dif-
ference in people’s lives.”

McGee thus had a 
unique perspective as 
Speaker of the House Rob-
ert DeLeo retired from the 
position last week. DeLeo 
is seeking a teaching posi-
tion at Northeastern Uni-
versity, his alma mater.

McGee served eight 
years in the House of Rep-
resentatives with Robert 
DeLeo. As state senator 
and chair of the Mass. 
Democratic Party, McGee 
continued a good work-
ing relationship with De-
Leo, who represented Re-
vere and Winthrop in the 
House.

“I got a chance to know 
him really well and I re-
ally enjoyed serving with 
him,” said McGee. “I 
also had the opportunity 
to work with him as sen-
ator over the years and 
also as mayor of Lynn. 
He’s always been a great 
supporter of the city on 
issues of importance that 
we’ve needed help on. 
He topped off a great 30-
year career by serving as 
Speaker of the House and 
he had a lot of major ac-
complishments. He was 
always available by phone 
on things of importance to 
Lynn and he’ll definitely 
be missed. I wish him the 
best.”

Interestingly, five can-
didates are running in the 
special election on March 
2 for the state representa-
tive seat held by DeLeo. 
The Democratic candi-
dates are Marc Silvestri 
and Juan Pablo Jaramillo 
of Revere and Jeffrey Tur-
co, Valentino Capobianco, 
and Alicia DelVento of 
Winthrop. As of Wednes-
day, there was no Republi-
can candidate running for 
the seat.

“It’s been 30 years so 
when there’s an open seat, 
there is an opportunity 
and it’s good to see a lot of 
candidates coming out and 

putting their names out to 
run,” said McGee. “Pub-
lic service is tough during 
these pretty challenging 
times and it’s important 
that good people continue 
to be involved and serve 
in the Legislature. So that 
should be an interesting 
race with a good field of 
candidates.”

KEEFE REFLECTS 
ON TERM AS 
PRESIDENT

REVERE - Ward 4 
Councilor Patrick Keefe 
completed a successful 
year as City Council Pres-
ident. The Council elected 
its new leader at its first 
meeting of 2021 on Mon-
day, Jan. 11.

Keefe led the 11-mem-
ber Council through an 
unprecedented year that 
was dominated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
which had a major impact 
on all areas of life in Re-
vere. Due to the corona-
virus, the Council began 
holding its meetings on 
Zoom, giving councilors 
the opportunity to partic-
ipate remotely from their 
respective homes. To their 
credit, Keefe and virtually 
all of his colleagues had 
perfect attendance records 
in 2020.

Keefe drew praise from 
his colleagues for his lead-
ership and accessibility 
throughout the year. He 
was held in high esteem 
by the longer-serving 
councilors and the newer 
members such as Council-
or-at-Large Gerry Viscon-
ti and Ward 6 Councilor 
Richard Serino.

As a newly elected 
member of the Council, I 
felt President Keefe was 
very welcoming and cor-
dial,” said Serino. “In the 

early days of the pandem-
ic, we got to know each 
other and bond a bit while 
we put together food pack-
ages at the Senior Cen-
ter for the City’s COVID 
food delivery program.  I 
always found Pat to be re-
ceptive to my ideas, and I 
thank him for his service 
as our Council President 
during a very challenging 
year.”

The Revere Journal 
asked President Keefe 
to talk about his and the 
Council’s achievements 
during the past year and 
the challenge of leading 
the Council during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Keefe issued the fol-
lowing statement reflect-
ing on his year as the pres-
ident of the Revere City 
Council:

“The last year serving 
as Council President has 
been a pleasure. It was 
my honor to represent my 
colleagues and I feel like I 
represented them well.

The year 2020 was 
nothing that we expect-
ed and since early March 
it has certainly reshaped 
our focus on how council 
business is handled and 
what our priorities should 
be.

I don’t like to person-
ally list my accomplish-
ments as I feel they should 
speak for themselves and 
the residents of Revere 
certainly acknowledge me 
when they are happy, and 
I hear when they are not 
happy with the decisions 
we make. This is how I 
always do my job. It’s not 
about me, it’s about the 
residents we serve.

One of the most signif-
icant achievements we as 
a Council made this year 
was an enormous sense of 

inclusion and communi-
cation within the council 
membership.

Even though we may 
not have met in person as 
much as we would have 
liked, I can honestly say 
that the entire team chatted 
almost every day - more 
often it was all throughout 
the day. Technology has 
certainly brought us closer 
together, even for my se-
nior colleagues!

Whether it was about 
how we can better serve 
our residents in need 
during these tumultuous 
times or just checking in 
on each other, everyone at 
some point came across a 
personal or family strug-
gle. 

If I can look back, I 
will say my most import-
ant accomplishment was 
this: creating a better bond 
among the group. And we 
had a few tough meetings 
-communicating through 
Zoom can at times be mis-
interpreted and give the 
wrong impression or you 
might miss what a fellow 
councilor meant to say. 
But in the end, we had a 
productive year and we 
are all stronger because 
of it.

As I said before, may-
be I’ll go down as the first 
Zoom President in Re-
vere’s history, but I hope 
at some point I’ll get an-
other chance to yield the 
gavel in front of a live au-
dience.

Let’s all hope we can 
go back to normalcy soon, 
but in the meantime I want 
to wish our residents, my 
fellow councilors and the 
next President of the Re-
vere City Council (Tony 
Zambuto perhaps) a hap-
py and healthy new year!

And thank you.”
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Celebrate Catholic
Schools Week 2021

  January 31 -February 6
#CSW21

Publishing January 27 & 28
3x5 or 2x8 Color $200.00 Per Paper
3x5 or 2x8 Color $750.00 4 Papers

3x5 or 2x8 Color $1,000.00 8 Papers
The Revere Journal • The Winthrop Sun Transcript • Chelsea Record
Everett Independent • East Boston Times Free Press • Lynn Journal

Charlestown Patriot Bridge • North End Regional Review

Deadline: Thursday, January 22nd
Email your rep.  or call 781-485-0588
Kathy Bright - kbright@reverejournal.com
Deb DiGregorio - deb@reverejournal.com

Maureen DiBella - mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
Sioux Gerow - charlestownads@hotmail.com

This year's theme is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.” Catholic schools have 
a specific purpose to form students to be good citizens of the world, love God and neighbor 

and enrich society with the leaven of the gospel and by example of faith.
  As communities of faith, Catholic schools instill in students their destiny to become saints.  

Academic excellence is the hallmark of Catholic education intentionally directed to the 
growth of the whole person – mind, body and spirit.  Finally, service is fundamental to 

Catholic education and the core of Catholic discipleship.  Service is intended to help form 
people who are not only witnesses to Catholic social teaching, but also active participants 

through social learning.

Whos Your Valentine?

Grammy and POPS .. A valentine thats 
from the heart where happy memories 

stay…I wish you love and happiness every 
single day.. Love your CHARLY GIRL xo

ALL VALENTINES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE EAST 
BOSTON TIMES FREE PRESS, REVERE JOURNAL, 

EVERETT INDEPENDENT, CHELSEA RECORD, 
WINTHROP SUN TRANSCRIPT, LYNN JOURNAL, 

CHARLESTOWN & NORTH END REGIONAL REVIEW

  DEADLINE  DEADLINE: : 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH

Email or text to 
promo@reverejournal.com

(please be sure to include name and  
newspaper preference in emails)

L e t  Ev e r y o n e L e t  Ev e r y o n e 
k n o w  w h o k n o w  w h o 

y o u r y o u r 
Va l e n t i n e Va l e n t i n e 

i s  w i t h i s  w i t h 
a  p h o t o a  p h o t o 

a n d a n d 
m e s s a g e . . .m e s s a g e . . .

Published 
Feb. 10 & 11

Published 
Feb. 10 & 11

Published 
Feb. 10 & 11
Published 

Feb. 10 & 11

GOV. BAKER 
HOLDS BILL 
SIGNING FOR 
PATIENT FIRST 
HEALTH CARE BILL

Gov. Charles Baker 
and Lt. Gov. Karyn Poli-
to joined Secretary of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Marylou Sudders to 
participate in a ceremoni-
al signing of S.2984, An 
Act Promoting a Resilient 
Health Care System That 
Puts Patients First.

Baker and Polito were 
also joined by Sen. Cin-
dy Friedman, Sen. Julian 
Cyr, and Senate Minori-
ty Leader Bruce Tarr to 
participate in the ceremo-
nial signing. Baker also 
acknowledged the work 
of Speaker of the House 
Ronald Mariano, Senate 
President Karen Spilka, 
and other legislators for 
their work in advancing 
this comprehensive health 
care legislation.

The new law increas-
es insurance coverage 
for telehealth services, 
expands the scope of 
practice for nurse practi-
tioners, other specialized 

nurses, and optometrists, 
and takes steps to protect 
consumers from surprise 
medical bills. Recogniz-
ing the continuing impacts 
of COVID-19, the law 
also extends requirements 
for all insurance carriers 
in Massachusetts to cov-
er COVID-19 testing and 
treatment. In addition, the 
legislation takes several 
steps to increase Mass-
Health member access to 
urgent care sites, includ-
ing eliminating referral re-
quirements before urgent 
care visits and require-
ments for care coordina-
tion with the member’s 
primary care physician.

GOV. BAKER 
SIGNS POLICE 
REFORM BILL

Gov. Charles Baker and 
Lt. Governor Karyn Poli-
to joined legislators and 
public safety officials to 
participate in a ceremonial 
signing of S.2963, An Act 
Relative to Justice, Equity 
and Accountability in Law 
Enforcement in the Com-
monwealth.

Baker and Polito were 
also joined by Senate 

President Karen Spilka, 
Speaker of the House Ron-
ald Mariano, Sen. William 
Brownsberger, Sen. Sonia 
Chang-Díaz, Rep. Claire 
Cronin, Rep. Russell 
Holmes, Rep. Chynah Ty-
ler, MA Chiefs of Police 
Association President Ed 
Dunne, and former MA 
Association of Minority 
Law Enforcement Offi-
cers President Larry El-
lison to participate in the 
ceremonial signing.

The legislation will 
create a mandatory cer-
tification process for po-
lice officers, increases 
accountability and trans-
parency in law enforce-
ment and gives police de-
partments a greater ability 
to hire or promote only 
qualified applicants. The 
new law also identifies the 
general circumstances un-
der which police officers 
can use physical force, 
and places strict limits 
on the use of so-called 
‘no-knock warrants.’ In 
addition, the legislation 
requires law enforcement 
to seek a court order when 
conducting a facial rec-
ognition search except in 
emergency situations.

From the Governor’s Desk
The U.S. Postal Ser-

vice will release three new 
stamps as part of 2021 
price change:

Barns, a 36-cent post-
card stamp; Brush Rabbit, 
a 20-cent additional ounce 
stamp; and Castillo de San 
Marcos, a $7.95 Priority 
Mail stamp. The stamps 
will be available begin-
ning Sunday, Jan. 24. 
There will be no national 
first-day-of-issue ceremo-
ny for these stamps.

•Barns
The U.S. Postal Ser-

vice has four new post-
card stamps that celebrate 
the beauty and history of 
American barns. The artist 
created digital paintings 
of four types of iconic 
barns found in the rural 
American landscape. With 
differing qualities of light 
and color, each piece re-
flects one of the four sea-
sons: a round barn sur-
rounded by the hazy light 
and warm colors of fall; 
a gambrel-roofed barn in 
summer; a forebay barn 
in early spring; and a 
Western barn on a win-
ter’s night. Ashley Walton 
designed the stamps with 
original artwork by Kim 
Johnson. Greg Breeding 
was the art director. 

Along the bottom of 
each stamp is the word 
“postcard,” to indicate 
their usage. These stamps 
will always be valid for 
the rate printed on them.

•Brush Rabbits 
The U.S. Postal Ser-

vice features a brush rab-
bit (Sylvilagus bachmani) 
on this additional ounce 
stamp, available in a pane 
of 20 or a coil of 100. The 
brush rabbit is a small 
brownish cottontail rab-
bit of the U.S. West Coast 
and Baja California, Mex-
ico. It lives mostly west of 
the Sierra Nevada range 

and south of the Columbia 
River, which defines the 
coastal Oregon-Washing-
ton border. The adult is 
about a foot long and gen-
erally weighs between one 
and two pounds.

The pencil-and-water-
color illustration is from 
preexisting artwork by de-
signer and illustrator Du-
gald Stermer (1936-2011). 
Art director Ethel Kessler 
designed the stamp. 

The words “additional 
ounce” on this stamp indi-
cate its usage value. This 
stamp will always be valid 
for the rate printed on it.

•Castillo de San Marcos 
The latest Priority Mail 

stamp, which bears the 
new price, celebrates the 
oldest masonry fortifica-
tion in the United States, 
the Castillo de San Mar-
cos in St. Augustine, Fla.

The stamp art features 
a digital illustration of the 
fortress based on a con-
temporary photograph. 
With a view toward the 
northeast corner of the 
fortress, the artwork cap-
tures it in the golden glow 
of sunrise over Matanzas 
Bay. Art director Greg 
Breeding designed the 
stamp with art created by 

Chicago-based graphic il-
lustrator Dan Cosgrove.

This stamp provides  a 
convenient way for cus-
tomers to pay for Priority 
Mail Flat Rate shipping 
with a single stamp. Prior-
ity Mail is the Postal Ser-
vice’s bestselling mail ser-
vice. Domestic deliveries 
arrive in one-three busi-
ness days depending on 
where a package starts and 
where it’s going. Tracking 
and insurance are includ-
ed, and shipping boxes 
and envelopes are free.

•Postal Products 
Customers may pur-

chase stamps and other 
philatelic products through 
the Postal Store at usps.
com/shopstamps, by 
calling 800-STAMP24 
(800-782-6724), by mail 
through USA Philatelic, 
or at Post Office locations 
nationwide.

Information for or-
dering first-day-of-issue 
postmarks and covers is 
at usps.com/shop.

The Postal Service re-
ceives no tax dollars for 
operating expenses and 
relies on the sale of post-
age, products and services 
to fund its operations.

Gov. Charles Baker and Lt. Governor Karyn Polito joined legislators and public safety offi-
cials to participate in a ceremonial signing the Patient First Health Care and Police Reform 
bills.

USPS will issue new 2021 stamps for price change

One of the focuses of the new stamps will be barns.
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