
By John Lynds 

The post Thanksgiving 
COVID-19 surge across 
Boston has slowed a bit 
but Mayor Martin Walsh is 
urging citizens to be vigi-
lant ahead of Christmas. 

According to the latest 
data released by the Boston 
Public Health Commission 
(BPHC), Eastie residents 
testing positive for COVID 
last week increased anoth-
er six percent and one out 
of every four residents are 
still testing positive for the 
virus. The neighborhood 

saw a dramatic 78 percent 
increase in positive test 
results the week after the 
Thanksgiving holiday and 
Mayor Martin Walsh is 
urging residents to be safe 
ahead of Christmas. . 

Last Friday, 28,222 
Eastie residents were test-
ed for COVID and 26.9 
percent were found to be 
positive for the virus, a six 
percent increase from the 
25.4 percent reported two 
Fridays ago. Eastie still 
has the highest positive test 
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THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR 

HOUSE???
The office will be closed Thursday Dec. 24 and 

Friday, Dec. 25 & Thursday, Dec. 31, and Friday, Jan. 1.

Wishing you & your families 
a safe and healthy Christmas
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Weds. Dec. 23
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See BUDGET Page 3

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Christmas 

Holiday, Trash will be on 
schedule Monday, Tuesday,  
Wednesday and Thursday

Delayed by one day on Friday
Thank you.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

By John Lynds

Last week Mayor Mar-
tin Walsh joined virtual-
ly with the East Boston 
Community Development 
Corporation (CDC) and 
Affirmative Investments 
to officially break ground 
on the Eastie project that 
will create a 42 unit res-
idential building serving 
low-income seniors. 

Construction began in 
late October on the Bos-
ton Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) 
approved project. The 
Grace Apartments located 
on Sumner Street adjacent 
to the Maverick MBTA 
station will be 100 percent 
affordable for seniors and 

builds on Walsh’s commit-
ment to creating more af-
fordable housing for older 
Bostonians. 

“We’re excited to mark 
the start of construction 
on the Grace Apartments 
project, which will create 
new affordable housing 
opportunities for Boston’s 
older adults,” said Walsh. 
“I made a commitment 
in my housing plan to 
increase the number of 
housing units available to 
older Bostonians so that 
they can remain in the city 
that they know and love. 
I want to thank the East 
Boston CDC, their devel-
opment consultant Affir-
mative Investments, and 
all those involved in mak-

COVID positive test rate 
rises 6 percent in Eastie

City officially breaks ground on Eastie senior housing project
ing this opportunity possi-
ble. It will make a positive 
difference in the lives of 
those who call East Bos-
ton home.”

The new senior res-
idences, located at 187 
Sumner St., will be built 
adjacent to the historic 
Woodbury Apartments. 

The project will also ren-
ovate 17 income-restricted 
units at the site’s existing 
building. Once construc-
tion is completed current 
Grace Apartment residents 
will have the option to 
move into the new build-

By John Lynds

Despite more than a 
dozen city, state and feder-
al elected officials urging 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs Secretary Kathleen 
Theoharides to postpone 
last Wednesday’s Ener-
gy Facilities Siting Board 
(EFSB) hearing on Ever-
source’s highly contro-
versial plan to build a new 
substation in East Boston, 
the state went ahead with 
its hearing. However, the 
EFSB delayed Thursday’s 
expected vote on whether 
or not to approve Ever-
source’s substation due to 
last week’s snowstorm. 

Last Wednesday, the 
EFSB heard testimony 
from dozens of Eastie 
elected officials, residents 
and activists who have 
been fighting against plac-
ing the substation City 
Yards in East Eagle Square 
for years

Ahead of last Wednes-
day’s hearing and on be-
half of the neighborhood 
16 elected officials sent a 
letter to Theoharides and 
urged her to delay the 
hearing and vote. 

The letter cited serious 
concerns about the acces-
sibility of the hearing to 

Eastie residents, to which 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic has hit especially hard. 
The elected officials ar-
gued that with Eastie ex-
periencing one of the high-
est rates of COVID-19 
infection in the state the 
high positivity rate has led 
to stark economic fallout, 
including unemployment, 
food insecurity, and home-
lessness and holding such 
an important meeting and 
vote is unfair--given East-
ie’s steadfast opposition 
to the proposal over the 
years. 

However, the EFSB 
still went forward with the 
hearing but Eversource’s 
plan was condemned by 
attendees like City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards. 

“I wanted to empha-
size a couple things to 
the board,” said Edwards 
during her Wednesday 
testimony. “First, as you 
know from the very begin-
ning I opposed this substa-
tion in the neighborhood 
for several reasons. I was 
at one of the first meetings 
that your (EFSB) board 
came to meet the commu-
nity. And for those of your 
board members that were 

Energy Facilities Siting Board hears 
testimony on Eastie substation

Serious concerns

See SUBSTATION Page 2

See HOUSING Page 9

Happy
Holidays

MADARO FAMILY COMMUNITY FUND TOY DRIVE A HUGE SUCCESS

Hundreds of toys 
collected during 
Rep. Adrian Mada-
ro’s Madaro Family 
Community Fund 
Eastie’s Elves toy 
drive were orga-
nized and stored 
at the Logan Hy-
att Hotel until they 
could be distributed 
to Eastie families 
and organizations. 

See Pages 4 and 
5 for more photos.

Ariel Madaro (left), Director of the Madaro Family 

Community Fund with her husband, Rep. Adrian 

Madaro (right) withBlake Shetler from the East 

Boston Community Soup Kitchen

Ariel Madaro, Director of the Madaro Family Community Fund with Milano’s owner Vinny Caraglia. Milano’s partnered with the com-munity fund as a toy drop location. 
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2020 HOLIDAY 
WINDOW 
DECORATING 
COMPETITION 
WINNERS

The East Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce held 
their 2020 holiday win-

dow decorating competi-
tion over the weekdays of 
December 14, 15, and 16.   
Businesses participated by 
decorating their storefront 
windows with decorations 
of the season and by hav-
ing their decorations pho-
tographed by Chamber 

Board members.
From the many decora-

tions, three winners were 
chosen (first, second, and 
third place) to be the best 
decorated windows by 
an East Boston business 
in 2020.  Certificates are 
awarded to the three win-
ners along with a con-
gratulatory letter from the 
East Boston Chamber of 
Commerce thanking each 
winner for their decorat-
ing and for demonstrating 
the spirit of the holidays in 
our community.  

Congratulations to:
1st Prize winner – Don 

Orione Home on Orient 
Avenue

2nd Prize winner – La 
Chiva Restaurant on Ben-
nington Street

3rd Prize winner – Bal-
loon City on Bennington 
Street

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416

For Advertising 
Rates, 

Call 617-884-2416

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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News in Brief

Substation //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

  
BPDA	Income-Restricted	Home	Ownership	Opportunity	

The	Mark	at	DeNormanie	Wharf	
99	Sumner	Street,	East	Boston,	MA	02128	

www.TheMarkLoKery.com		

6	Income-restricted	Homeownership	Units	

*These units are available to those who earn more than 80% but less than 100% of AMI 

Maximum	Income	Limits	(set	by	the	BPDA	+	based	on	household	size	+	AMI)	

Maximum	Asset	Limits	

Does not include re>rement. Does include Real Estate 

For	more	on	income	+	asset	eligibility,	please	visit:	hKp://www.bostonplans.org/housing/income,-asset,-and-
price-limits	

ApplicaWons	are	available	during	the	applicaWon	period	from:	
Monday,	December	28,	2020	–	Wednesday,	January	6,	2021	

To	request	and	complete	the	applicaHon	online,	please	visit:		www.TheMarkLoKery.com		
To	have	a	hard	copy	of	the	applicaWon	sent	to	your	mailing	address,	please	call:	781-992-5318	

AXer	careful	consideraWon	and	an	abundance	of	cauWon,	the	City	of	Boston	has	decided	to	cancel	the	in-
person	applicaWon	distribuWon	period.		If	you	cannot	complete	the	applicaWon	online,	please	call	us	at	
781-992-5318,	to	request	that	we	mail	you	one	and	to	ask	us	for	any	guidance	you	might	need	to	complete	the	
applicaWon.	

Fully	completed	+	signed	applicaWons	must	be	submiKed		
online	or	postmarked	no	later	than	Wednesday,	January	13,	2021	

Mailed	to:	
Maloney	ProperWes,	Inc.,	
AKenWon:	The	Mark	LoKery	

27	Mica	Lane,	Wellesley	MA	02481.	

#	of	Units #	of	Bedrooms AMI Price

1 Micro-Studio 80%	-	100%* $183,600

1 Studio 80% $150,700

1 1	Bedroom 80% $186,400

1 1	Bedroom 80%	-	100%* $248,600

1 2	Bedroom 80% $221,900

1 2	Bedroom 80%	-	100%* $288,700

Household	size 80%	AMI 100%	AMI

1 $66,650 $83,300

2 $76,200 $95,200

3 $85,700 $107,100

4 $95,200	 $119,000

5 $102,850 $128,550

6 $110,450 $138,050

80%	AMI 100%	AMI

$75,000 $100,000

      Equal Housing Opportunity   

● SelecWon	by	loKery.	Asset,	Use	&	Resale	RestricWons	apply.			
● Preference	for	Boston	Residents.		
● Preference	for	Households	With	at	least	One	Person	Per	Bedroom.		
● Preference	for	First-Time	Homebuyers.	

For	more	informaWon,	language	assistance,	or	to	make	a	request	for	reasonable	accommodaWons,	please	call	
Maloney	ProperWes,	Inc.	at	781-992-5318	US	Relay	711	|	Email:	TheMark@maloneyproperHes.com	

      Equal Housing Opportunity   
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By John Lynds

At its December meet-
ing, members of the Jef-
fries Point Neighborhood 
Association narrowly 
voted 17 to 12 against a 
development project at 44 
Cottage St. 

Developer Crespo Con-
struction plans to raze the 
existing structures at the 

address and erect a four-
unit residential dwelling 
with roof deck and park-
ing for four vehicles. 

Attorney for Crespo, 
Richard Lynds, said all the 
units would be two-bed-
room, two-bathroom units 
ranging from 800-1000 
square feet and will be 
sold as condos. 

While some members 

objected to the design and 
size of the project there 
seemed to be more con-
cerns over the proposed 
parking plan, garage and 
parking maneuverability. 

One member recom-
mended having a traf-
fic engineer review the 
parking plan and provide 
what’s called a swept path 
plan. Swept path plan will 
show how a car actually 
behaves and the path of 
travel it would take to get 
in or out of the proposed 
spots. 

Lynds said his client is 
exploring whether they 
can redesign the parking 
program or contract for 
off-site parking.

Lynds said his client 
would need zoning re-
lief, or variances, for use, 
rear yard, floor-area-ratio, 
height and parking. 

By John Lynds

At a recent community 
meeting of the East Bos-
ton Transportation Justice 
Coalition (EBTJC) mem-
bers asked residents to 
take a quick online survey 
to help shape the neigh-
borhood’s transportation 
needs, especially in re-
gards to the city’s planned 
overhaul of Eagle Square. 

“I’m here to ask you 
guys for your help,” said 
EBTJC’s Deysi Gutierrez. 
“We are asking residents 
of East Boston to help us 
fill out this quick survey 
to get the community’s 

voice and see what you 
guys think of East Boston 
traffic. There’s (an on-
line) link at (https://docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSdJJ4AQ) and 
the survey takes like two 
minutes tops to com-
plete.”

Gutierrez said the City 
of Boston is currently 
doing a study on Eagle 
Square and how to best 
improve traffic in the area 
for motorists and pedestri-
ans. 

“I don’t know if you 
guys have been around 
that area recently but it 
can get congested at times, 

and it’s sometimes kind of 
awkward to walk around 
there with kids and for the 
elderly so we just want to 
get the community’s input 
and voice for the Boston 
study on Eagle Square. 
So, please fill it out, and it 
will help us out a lot.”

The quick EBTJC sur-
vey asks questions like, 
How safe is traveling 
around East Boston?; The 
City of Boston will be 
making changes that will 
affect walking on East 
Boston streets. To help 
our community partici-
pate in this process, please 
tell us how you feel about 

*walking* on East Bos-
ton streets?; or “The City 
of Boston will be making 
changes that will affect 
*biking* on East Boston 
streets. To help our com-
munity participate in this 
process, please tell us how 
you feel about *biking* 
on East Boston streets?”. 

The EBTJC was formed 
to unite residents from 
all over Eastie who care 
about making the neigh-
borhood’s streets safer. 

“East Boston needs 
more pedestrian-safety 
streets and better traffic 
calming strategies espe-
cially at key intersections 

and crosswalks,” said 
EBTJC in a statement. 
“Whether it’s children 
walking to school or a 
mom with a baby carriage 
or an elderly person get-
ting to a doctor appoint-
ment, our streets need to 
feel safe for everyone.” 

With the influx of cars 
and traffic congestion, an 
airport next door, a high-
way running through the 
neighborhood and four 
tunnel entrances that di-
vide two neighborhoods 
EBTJC argues that the 
traffic is too much and the 
city and state is not cur-
rently doing enough. 

“Let’s use our commu-
nity arm and some good 
proactive approaches to-
gether to get some atten-
tion on this issue and find 
solutions starting today,” 
said EBTJC. 

The group also encour-
ages residents to post pic-
tures of problem areas, 
ideas for solutions, share 
advocacy experiences and 
traffic solution examples 
from other cities on the 
groups Twitter page @
WalkEastBoston.

New group wants residents to take Eastie transportation survey

there, I think it was pain-
fully obvious how much 
this community does not 
want this. I think, and as 
much as your standards 
allow for you to consider 
the humanity and the im-
pact, I hope that you will 
not ignore the fact that 
not only do we not want 
it (substation) but we have 
not been sold on the fact 
that we need it.”

Edwards argued that 
Eversource has not been 
truly explained why East-
ie needs a new substation 
nor given any alternatives. 

“There’s a lot of indus-
trial and commercial use 
along Chelsea Creek and 
other locations are avail-
able,” said Edwards. “We 
have to allow for alterna-
tives. I want to be very 
clear that if you consid-
er yourself a board that 
weighs the merits of any 
case, this case has failed-
-not only the community 

but the basic standards of 
decency.”

Edwards emphasized 
again that Eversource has 
not explained why there 
is a necessity for a new 
substation in Eastie nor 
have they truly explained 
why the location in Eagle 
Square is necessary. 

They have lost the com-
munity’s trust,” said Ed-
wards. “I’m hoping that 
this board will not contin-
ue to lose that trust. I’m 
asking this board not to 
implement and push for-
ward environmental injus-
tice and racism and clas-
sism in this neighborhood. 
It is a permanent structure 
we’re talking about for the 
financial benefit of one 
company. We are paying 
for this. The rate payer is 
actually paying for this so 
it costs Eversource noth-
ing to change its location.”

Edwards pleaded with 
the board to “do better” 

in Eastie when it comes to 
this proposal.  

“If it is so necessary, 
and so vital, pick another 
location,” said Edwards. 
“It costs the company 
nothing but it costs us as 
a community everything. 
This is the wrong time, the 
wrong place at the wrong 
kind of energy to be im-
plementing. It’s missing 
every single call at the 
moment--environmental 
justice and green energy 
sources in a civil rights 
movement. For you to 
even consider doing this 
to us is a slap in the face.”

“So I stand here again 
asking you to do the right 
thing,” she added. “There 
has been no real attempt 
by Eversource to do right 
by this community so I’m 
asking you not to enable 
their racism or classism, 
or their environmental in-
justice.”

City Councilor Lydia Edwards (bottom right) testifies at last Wednesday’s Energy Facili-
ties Siting Board (EFSB) hearing on Eversource’s highly controversial plan to build a new 
substation in East Boston.

JPNA votes down Cottage Street project

An architectural drawing of the proposed development at 
44 Cottage St. JPNA members voted 17 to 12 against the 
project. 
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THE CITY OF BOSTON CAN HELP YOU

understand your healthcare options.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh
#BOSCanHelp

BOS :311

Together, we can navigate your healthcare plan
options to find the best fit for you. For more
information about this and other resources you may
qualify for, visit www.boston.gov/benefits or call 311.

By John Lynds

With the first round of 
citizens being vaccinated 
for the COVID-19 virus 
this very tough year seems 
to be ending with a glim-
mer of hope.  

While everyone can’t 
wait to put this year be-
hind us, there was a bright 
spot in 2020 for the staff at 
the Cunard Tavern in Jef-
fries Point.

On Saturday an anon-
ymous customer spread a 
little Holiday Cheer and 
left a $500 tip on a $36.38 
bill. Cunard’s Executive 
Chef Anthony Pino posted 
a photo of the bill on his In-
stagram account with the 
caption, “Someone tipped 
the service staff $500 on a 
$36 tab. Suddenly, the end 
of 2020 is hell of a lot bet-
ter for them. Very grateful 
for the generosity of a lot 
of the guests here over the 
last year.”

It’s been a hard year 
for everyone but the lo-
cal restaurant industry has 
been hit particularly hard 
by the pandemic and the 
Cunard was no exception. 

At the start of the pan-
demic the popular Jef-
fries Point destination 
was forced to close and 
reevaluate how to move 
forward. The restaurants 
reopened in the spring for 
take out and delivery, al-
lowed indoor dining when 
it was safe to do so and 
opened an outdoor side-
walk patio throughout the 
summer and fall as part 
of the City’s Public Space 
program. 

However, the restaurant 
was forced to close brief-
ly in November out of an 
abundance of caution   af-
ter a customer tested pos-
itive for COVID. 

Since the Public Space 
program expired earlier 
this month the Cunard has 

refocused on socially dis-
tanced indoor dining as 
well as takeout and deliv-
ery. 

Chef Pino recently in-
troduced the restaurant’s 
first ever “Holiday Cook-
At-Home” meals. 

“These prepped meals 
complete with instructions 
and easy cleanup are just 
what your Christmas Eve/
Day needs to be stress-
free,” said Pino. 

Last week, Mayor Mar-
tin Walsh addressed both 
public concerns about 
indoor dining as well as 
the concerns of restaurant 
owners that need to stay 
afloat. . 

“There are concerns 
about the possibility of 
viral transmission,” said 
Walsh. “There are con-
cerns about the ability of 
restaurants to survive clo-
sures and restrictions. I 
hear both of these concerns 
and we are responding to 

both of those concerns. 
Our approach is to follow 
the Phase 2 guidance, with 
additional restrictions. 
We’re restricting bar seat-
ing to special approvals, as 
I mentioned. And we are 
increasing enforcement of 
all the guidelines, for all 
licensed businesses. We 
will have an emergency 
Licensing Board meeting 
every Monday to address 
violations.”

The Mayor also ap-
pealed to restaurant pa-
trons and small business 
customers to be part of the 
solution. 

“The City has heard 
from owners that it can 
be very difficult to police 
customers who keep their 
masks off or ignore dis-
tancing guidelines,” said 
Walsh who aked every-
one who dines in a restau-
rant or visits a store to do 
their part and follow the 
guidelines, and whenever 

possible, use take-out and 
delivery services. 

The Mayor also issued 
a reminder that The Re-

open Boston Fund is still 
accepting applications to 
help small businesses with 
debt-free grant support.

Customer spreads Holiday Cheer with $500 tip at Cunard Tavern 

NEW YEAR’S EVE ON THE WATERFRONT

SCULPTURE STROLL
        Learn more at bostonharbornow.org/NYE

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 • 1PM - DUSK
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Happy Holidays
CARGO VENTURES

Wishing you and your family

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com
971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR

Wishing all of East Boston the 
Happiest of Holidays

From the staff of…

CHANNEL FISH
370 East Eagle Street, East Boston, MA 

617-569-3200
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MADARO FAMILY COMMUNITY FUND TOY DRIVE A HUGE SUCCESS 

At the beginning of De-
cember the Rep. Adrian 
Madaro’s Madaro Fami-
ly Community Fund an-
nounced it had launched 
an Eastie’s Elves toy col-
lection program with toy-
drive drop boxes scattered 
throughout the neighbor-
hood. 

The decision to collect 
toys in lieu of the usual 
annual Eastie’s Elves Gala 
was due to the ongoing 

pandemic but that did not 
stop the generosity of the 
community. 

The community fund 
has collected hundreds of 
toys that have been dis-
tributed to Eastie families 
and organizations, as well 
as families and organiza-
tions in Winthrop and Re-
vere. 

“We are very grateful to 
the businesses, organiza-
tions, and residential com-

munities that have part-
nered with us as a drop-off 
location this year,” said 
Ariel Madaro, Director of 
the Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund and wife 
of Rep. Madaro. “Even 
during this challenging 
holiday season, they have 
offered to help us in uplift-
ing hundreds of families 
within our community.”

Volunteers organize all the toys collected during the Eastie’s Elves Toy Drive inside the 
Logan Hyatt Hotel until they could be distributed to Eastie families and organizations. 

The Madaro Family Community Fund part-
nered with several businesses to sponsor 
toy-drive drop box locations. 

One such dropbox location on Eagle Hill. 

Rep. Adrian Madaro (second from left) with Eastie’s Elves volunteers during the organiza-
tion of toys at the Hyatt Hotel. 

Katy Emerick helps out after all the toys were collected from dropboxes scattered 
throughout the neighborhood. 

Ariel Madaro, Director 
of the Madaro Family 
Community Fund, holds 
up a toy Grogu from the 
Mandolorian. 

A Eastie’s Elves dropbox 
that was set up at the Paris 
Street Gym. 

May the Peace & Beauty of the Season 
bring comfort to each and everyone.

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151

Phone (781) 284-7756 • www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Boncore
senator joe

Happy 
Holidays 
& Happy 
New Year

Paid Political Advertisement
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    

engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for publication. Items should be 
forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, 

MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  

We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases 
and photos 

to deb@reverejournal.com

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 
7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30pm Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS SATURDAY DECEMBER 26TH, THROUGH THURSDAY DECEMBER 31ST, 2020

Duncan Hines Cake Mixes 
(ex Signature Varieties) ...........10/$10.00
Prince Pasta a (ex lasagna & jumbo shells)
.......................................................10/$10.00
Chobani Greek Yogurt & Flips ...10/$10.00
Folgers Canned Coffee (ex decaf) .2/$5.00
Best Yet Apple Juice  64 oz .........2/$3.00
Campbell's Chunky Soups ...............3/$5.00
Ragu Pasta Sauce ............................3/$5.00
Mott's Apple Sauce  6 pk ...............2/$4.00
Dynamo Laundry Detergent ..........2/$5.00
Duncan Hines Frostings .................2/$4.00
Wishbone Salad Dressing  15 oz .2/$4.00
Martinelli Sparkling Cider ..............2/$6.00
Weight Watchers Smart Ones ......3/$5.00
McCain's French Fries ....................2/$4.00
Delizza Eclairs ......................................$3.99 
Marias Cavatelli ......................................4/$5.00
Best Yet Cream Cheese 8oz tubs ......3/$5.00
Best Yet Cheese Bars ....................2/$4.00

Belgioioso Slicing Provolone ..........$4.99/lb
Butterball Oven Roasted Turkey Breast $5.99/lb
Best Yet Cooked Ham ....................$5.99/lb
Natural Casing Hot Dogs ...............$5.99/lb
Our Own In Store Antipasto .........$6.99/lb

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Weekend Specials
Saturday, December 26th & Sunday December 27th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples 2/$5.00
California Lemons ............................2/$1.00
Tangy Limes ......................................2/$1.00
Fresh Pint Blueberries ...................2/$5.00
Fresh Zucchini Squash ...................$1.39/lb
Fresh Summer Squash ...................$1.39/lb
Plum Tomatoes ................................$1.49 /b

Bakery

BAKERY
Funfetti Cake Slice ...........................................$3.99
DELI
Great Lakes American Cheese .................$3.99/lb
Our Own In Store Cooked Chickens 
  limit 2 per customer (plus meal tax) .....2/$9.00

PRODUCE
California Fresh Cut Broccoli Crowns ......$1.09/lb
Natures Finest All Purpose White Potatoes  5 lb 

bag  limit 2 ......................................................................2/$4.00

MEAT
Family Pack Bone In Pork Loin Chops ........$1.39/lb
Family Pack Bone In Chicken Thighs ..........$0.69/lb
Family Pack New York Strip Steaks .........$6.99/lb

GROCERY
Hood Ice Cream limit 4 ...............................2/$4.00 
Best Yet K-Cups limit 4 .............................2/$6.00

4" Carrot Cake ......................................$6.99 
Ciabatta Bread .................................... $2.99 
Jumbo Glazed Donuts ......................... $4.49 

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Chicken Drumsticks........................$0.69/lb
New York Shell Sirloin Steak .........$3.99/lb
Boneless Pork Loin Chops ..............$1.99/lb
Boneless Country Style Pork Ribs $2.29/lb
Bone In Split Chicken Breast ........$1.99/lb
Best Yet Bacon  16 oz ................ 2/$10.00
Van's Kitchen Egg Rolls ..................2/$6.00

Family Pack SpecialsWe want to see you….  
                  at home!

www.ebnhc.org  •   

Telemedicine allows health care professionals to evaluate, diagnose,  
and treat patients at a distance using telecommunications  
technology, such as a smart phone or computer. Telemedicine allows 
us to continue to provide high-quality care to our patients during  
the COVID-19 pandemic while minimizing exposures.

Telemedicine appointments are being scheduled in Pediatrics, 
Adult Medicine, Family Medicine, Women’s Health (OB/GYN),  
Behavioral Health, Neighborhood PACE, and other departments. We 
use certified medical interpreters during telemedicine appointments 
for languages other than English. 

Do you need to schedule a telemedicine appointment with your  
primary care provider? Did you miss an appointment that needs  
to be rescheduled? If so, call 617-569-5800 to schedule a  
telemedicine appointment. This is especially important if you have  
a chronic or a behavioral health condition. 
You should be treated if needed, especially 
during this public health crisis. We’re here 
to keep you healthy!

Spinelli’s 
Offering full-service & drop off catering

Have us deliver some comfort 
with a gift of food!

Spinelli’s East Boston
282 Bennington Street, 

East Boston
(617) 567-1992

Spinelli’s Lynnfield
10 Newbury Street, 

Lynnfield
(781) 592-5552

CALL AHEAD TO PICK UP
Offering cold prepared foods and bakery

Wishing You a Safe and  
   Happy Holiday 

Season!
www.spinellis.com

Home for the Holidays
Let

Bring the Food

MADARO FAMILY COMMUNITY FUND TOY DRIVE A HUGE SUCCESS 

Volunteers pack up toys collected that were on their way to Eastie families and organiza-
tions. 

Ariel Madaro, Director of the Madaro Family Community Fund, helps organize toys. 

Rep. Adrian Madaro picks some toys to be distributed. 

Below, another photo of one of the massive piles of toys 
collected this month for Eastie’s Elves. 

Despite the challenges of 
the pandemic, Malden Cath-
olic High School has suc-
cessfully provided live and 
remote interactive curricu-
lum taught in a Hybrid mod-
el throughout the fall and 
the school has hosted over 
400 potential Class of 2025 
families in-person for so-
cially distanced small group 
presentations and tours. As a 
result, Malden Catholic has 
received an increased num-
ber of applications to date 
for the 2021/2022 school 
year and is anticipating dou-
ble-digit growth in enroll-
ment. MC is currently over 
660 students and is expected 
to reach over 730 students in 
2021.  

“Malden Catholic is 
committed to educating the 
whole person and we were 
able to rise to the occasion 
during the pandemic. At 
MC, we have created an 
experience that has been 
as close to a traditional 
school year as possible,” 
stated Headmaster John K. 
Thornburg. “Throughout 
these challenging months, 
our entire community has 
maintained a strict Culture 
of Health, we successfully 
executed a Hybrid Model 

with best-in-class technol-
ogy for optimal classroom 
instruction and provided 
active programming for 
our students over the past 
few months with 15 virtual 
clubs and events.” Thorn-
burg added, “As a highly 
responsive educational in-
stitution, and we believe 
that our quick adaptation to 
exceptional live and virtual 
academic learning formats 
has sparked our admissions 
growth.”

“Our son is a Junior and 
he has had an amazing year 
with strong academics, and 
he has had no interruption 
in his education. He is at 
school two days per week 
in his cohort and is fully 
engaged. He is working 
even harder this year than in 
years before,” stated Kev-
in and Missy Barrett. “The 
school has done a fantastic 
job navigating COVID!” 

Malden Catholic admis-
sions applications will be 
accepted throughout De-
cember 2020 and Malden 
Catholic encourages stu-
dents to apply from the sur-
rounding communities. The 
list of accepted students will 
be announced on February 
1, 2021.

Malden Catholic on track for 
unprecidented growth in 2021
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Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mailing 

address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 
Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.
com. Letters must be signed.  

We reserve the right to edit for length and content.

Scott Heigelmann
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Guest Op-Ed

THE TRUE SPIRIT OF 
CHRISTMAS

The Christmas season usually is the most wonderful 
time of the year.

But Christmas, 2020, is anything but wonderful.
We are undergoing a degree of hardship unlike any 

that we have experienced in our lifetime. More Ameri-
cans are dying each and every day from the coronavirus 
than perished in any of our wars or on 9/11. As the cu-
mulative death toll inexorably continues to climb, the 
total number of Americans who will have been killed 
by the virus likely will exceed all of the combat deaths 
in all of our wars against a foreign enemy.

The death count from the pandemic only tells part 
of the story, however. Those who have survived a bout 
with the virus face an uncertain future because of the 
serious long-term health effects on their vital organs.

The burden that has been placed upon our doctors, 
nurses, and other front-line workers has been enormous 
and continues to grow as the virus relentlessly attacks 
our populace and fills our hospitals to overflowing.

In addition, the economic impact of the pandemic has 
been profound for the millions of Americans who have 
lost their jobs, their businesses, and their homes. Mil-
lions of Americans, including one in five children, do 
not have enough to eat. The lines of cars at food banks 
stretch for miles.

For our nation’s young people, the virus has disrupt-
ed their lives to such an extent that economists say the 
effects upon their education and future job prospects 
will linger for years to come.

The pandemic has eviscerated the usual holiday cel-
ebrations that bring together family, friends, and col-
leagues, adding to the mental health and anxiety issues, 
especially for older Americans, that are a by-product of 
the constant stress in our lives.

But amidst all of the chaos and danger that society 
is facing, this holiday season has provided us with an 
opportunity to discover a new-found appreciation for 
the things that really matter in our lives.

With the usual holiday frenzy of parties, gift-shop-
ping, vacations, and other self-indulgent pursuits no 
longer viable, we have a unique opportunity to reflect 
on what is really important: The health and safety of 
ourselves and our loved ones, as well as the urgent need 
to assist those who find themselves in dire straits this 
holiday season.

We hope that all of our readers will heed the warn-
ings of our public health officials and that those with 
the means to do so will help the vast numbers of our 
less-fortunate fellow Americans.

If we do these things, we will come to a true un-
derstanding of what the Christmas season really is all 
about.

Staying safe during the holiday season

By Mayor Martin J. Walsh

I want to wish every-
one a very happy holiday 
season, and hope that the 
remainder of this year 
brings you the opportuni-
ty to reflect on this year, 
and take time to prioritize 
your health and wellness. 
We know that this is a very 
different holiday season. 
This is usually the time for 
traditions and gathering 
with friends and family, 
and many people will be 
hoping for some normal-
cy. But, as we all know, 
this isn’t a normal year. 
That’s why this holiday 
season has to look differ-
ent. 

We must continue to 
stay focused, and fol-
low all the public health 
precautions, to keep our 
families, our communi-
ties, and ourselves safe. 
That means continuing to 
wear a mask, wash your 
hands on a regular ba-
sis, disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces, stay six 
feet apart from others, and 
avoid gatherings — espe-
cially indoor gatherings.

This vigilance is needed 

now more than ever. Since 
Thanksgiving, we’ve seen 
significant spikes in coro-
navirus cases, both in 
Boston and across Massa-
chusetts, on a daily basis. 
We are also seeing more 
patients admitted to our 
hospitals. A big source of 
transmission is coming 
from indoor, private gath-
erings. That is something 
we can all avoid, and that 
responsibility sits on all of 
our shoulders.

So, like we did before 
Thanksgiving, we are urg-
ing everyone to only cele-
brate with the people you 
live with. There should be 
no holiday parties — that 
means no family gather-
ings or assemblies of more 
than 10 people who aren’t 
a part of your household. 
And we are strongly en-
couraging all Boston res-
idents not to travel. Trav-
el increases the chance 
of getting and spreading 
COVID-19. 

I know that we are all 
tired of living with this vi-
rus, after nine long months 
of patience and sacrifices. 
Many of us look to the 
holiday season as a break 

from this pandemic, but 
we cannot let our guard 
down. This may lead to 
some difficult conversa-
tions with our families 
about what to expect this 
year, and the stakes are 
too high to take chances. 
But just because you can’t 
gather in person, doesn’t 
mean you can’t come to-
gether in other ways. Con-
sider making these con-
nections virtually. This is 
a time to be creative, and 
keep the holiday spirit 
alive. 

When you are doing 
your holiday shopping, 
we encourage you to shop 
locally. Our small busi-
nesses are the backbone 
of our neighborhoods, 
and they have been strug-
gling during this difficult 
time. We are encouraging 
people to find safe ways 
to support neighborhood 
businesses. As a remind-
er, we offer free, two-hour 
parking on Saturdays at 
all parking meters across 
the City, and this will be 
available until the end of 
the year. 

I also ask everyone 
to think about the fami-

lies who are struggling to 
make ends meet. With the 
needs in our communities 
greater than ever this year, 
collecting toys will be a 
challenge for families who 
can’t afford it. We have 
Toys for Tots donation 
boxes all across the City: 
at City Hall, firehouses, 
stand-alone BCYF cen-
ters, and City of Boston 
Credit Unions. If you 
can, please donate new, 
unwrapped toys to help 
Toys for Tots meet their 
goals, and help ensure ev-
ery child and family can 
experience the joy of the 
holiday season. 

So as you are making 
your holiday plans this 
year, I hope you will keep 
these points in mind. We 
are all in this together. 
Let’s do our part to have 
a safe holiday season, so 
we can get back to seeing 
the ones we love in the 
new year. Thank you, and 
I wish you and your fam-
ilies a safe, healthy, and 
happy holiday season.

Martin J. Walsh is the 
Mayor of Boston.

AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING

To the Editor,
As this horrid year 

of 2020 mercifully con-
cludes in a matter of days, 
I can only hope that 2021 
will bring new hope, first 
with a COVID vaccine to 
bring the pandemic to its 
needed death , and second 
and more long-lasting that 
the City of Boston and 
its patchwork of vibrant 
neighborhoods  survives 
the over development in 
these communities that is 
bringing the worst of gen-
trification into   all of our 
lives. 

Everywhere I look in 
East Boston, I see the rush 
to build, build and build.  

Every new development 
comes more negative im-
pact on poor and work-
ing people trying to stay 
put  where they live but 
things keep getting more 
unaffordable for those 
least  able to afford high-
er and higher rental costs. 
There’s an old saying 
about the economy that a 
rising tide lifts all boats. 
That may work for busi-
ness but not for individu-
als, citizens and families.

I am a good case in 
point. During this cur-
rent year I was forced to 
relocate for nearly eight 
months after losing my 
long-time apartment in 
Eagle Hill. I never gave 
up, but was getting pret-
ty  frustrated and longed 

to be part of East Boston 
again. I am now settled 
into my new Jeffries Point 
neighborhood and glad to 
be back home. What hap-
pened to me can’t always 
happen for others.

Thank God, East Bos-
ton has a strong voice on 
the   Boston City Council 
with Lydia Edwards. She 
has become a voice and 
vote for the working peo-
ple of this neighborhood.

She seems to be striking 
a good balance between 
the wants of developers 
and the needs of the com-
munity’s residents.

I personally believe that 
the 13 percent require-
ment for affordable units 
in large residential devel-
opments is too low. I also 

don’t believe in absolv-
ing developers from even  
this minimal percentage 
by throwing money into 
a fund to build affordable 
units elsewhere. 

High end, high-rise 
housing is seemingly here 
to stay, but I believe  city 
government  needs to 
know when to say no too. 
I am not against  market 
price housing  but I think 
Boston should be afford-
able to people at all levels 
of the income spectrum. 
We don’t have to wait 
for a vaccine to keep our 
neighborhoods vibrant for 
all. We just need the polit-
ical will to do it.

Sal Giarratani
East Boston

LETTER to the Editor
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336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Michael C. Armata, of 
Manhattan, formerly of 
East Boston, passed away 
suddenly on December 14 
at the age of 32. 

Michael was a graduate 
of Savio Prep Class of ‘06 
and a long time Northeast 
District Manager for Adi-
das. His smile could light 
up a room and his laugh 
was contagious. He will 
be missed by all. 

The beloved son of Mi-
chael and Andrea (Lewis) 
Armata of East Boston, 
he was the dear brother of 
Nicole Armata and Nick 
Surrette of East Boston 
and Matthew Armata and 
his fiancé, Kristine of 
Chelsea; cherished grand-
son of the late Anne and 
John Armata and Wil-
liam and Alberta Lewis; 
adored nephew of Joanne 
Sandow and the late Joan 
Lewis and John “Jay” Ar-
mata; devoted uncle of 
Chris, Cameron, Nicho-

las and Skylar and loving 
cousin of Jennifer and 
Matt Baiungo. He is also 
survived by many loving 
cousins and friends. 

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the 
Ruggiero Family Memo-
rial Home, East Boston. 
Michael was laid to rest at 
Woodlawn Cemetery.  To 
leave an online condo-
lence, visit:  www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Frances DeSantis
She will be truly missed 

by all who knew her

Frances (DePaolo) De-
Santis of Revere passed 
away surrounded by her 
loving family on Decem-
ber 15 at the age of 89.  

Frances was a graduate 
of Revere High School, 
Class of 1949 and went 
on to graduate from Fisher 
Junior College. She was 
a homemaker who took 
great pride in raising her 
three children and later 
on her grandchildren. She 
enjoyed bowling, loved to 
travel and will be truly 
missed by all who knew 
her. 

Born in Chelsea on 
April 19, 1931 to the late 
Anthony and Lena (Bel-
monte), she was the devot-
ed mother of Joseph De-
Santis of Revere, Janice 
DeSantis and her longtime 
companion, Rob McPher-
son  of Chelsea and James 
DeSantis of Revere; cher-
ished grandmother of Jo-
seph DeSantis Jr. and his 
wife, Erin, John, Jenae 
and Rachael DeSantis and 
adored great grandmother 
of Lola Bartlett. She is 
also lovingly survived by 

many cousins.
Due to the current 

spike in COVID-19, the 
guidelines issued by the 
Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts and local of-
ficials, Funeral Services 
will be privately held for 
the immediate family un-
der the direction of Paul 
Buonfiglio & Sons - Bru-
no Funeral Home, 128 Re-
vere Street, Revere, MA 
02151.  Interment in Holy 
Cross Cemetery.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 225 N. Mich-
igan Ave., Fl. 17, Chica-
go, IL 60601 or at alz.org.  
For guestbook please vis-
it www.buonfiglio.com.

Michael Armata
Longtime Northeast District Manager   

for Adidas

in loving memory of

SANDI
GIARLA
11th Anniversary
December 23, 2020

YOU BROUGHT 
LIGHT INTO
 THE WORLD

lovingly 
remembered
Bob, friends 

& family

Memories of  You at Christmas time
Someone is missing today.

Someone our hearts still hold on to…
Someone who made life special…
Someone who won’t be forgotten,

but cherished and loved each year.
Christmastime was always such a special time for you. 

It was your favorite holiday.
You loved to share the warmth of the season -

we feel your heart warming our hearts.
Your spirit will live on, not only during Christmas, 

but forever in our thoughts, hearts & prayers.

H. Elaine
Halkopoulos, Ed.D. 

“HP” 
July 3, 1935 - 

November 25, 2016

In Loving Memory

Love,
Tony

To place a  
memoriam in 

the Times Free 
Press, 

please call 
781-485-0588

COVID //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Birthday Remembrance
Rosemarie Y. (Mona) Leone

Dec. 23rd, 1935 — Dec. 23rd, 2020
Another Birthday year has come where 
we’re not able to celebrate your birthday 
with you. The days, years, minutes get 

harder and harder without you, 
but you are at peace, and knowing

that gives us all some relief.
We miss you beautiful smile, voice, but most 
of all your love, and nurture that you showed 

to each and everyone of us.  Since you left us, 
our lives changed and we will never be the same. Today is your 
birthday, and we’d give anything to kiss, hug and celebrate with 

you. You will always be in our hearts and prayers and hope 
your celebrating with your loved ones in Heaven. 

Ma, Happy Heavenly Birthday our Beautiful Angel

Rest Easy
We Miss and Love You Always! Your Loving Husband, 

Children & Grandchildren

Nancy (Melchionda) 
Cassetta of Revere passed 
away on December 16 at 
the age of 96.

Born in Revere on July 
2, 1924 to the late Mi-
chael and Carmelinda 
(Sarnecharo), she was the 
beloved wife for 40 years 
of the late Santo, devoted 
mother of Diane Iovanna 
and Ronald of Plymouth, 
cherished grandmother of 
David Iovanna and Tara 
of Plymouth, Greg Iovan-
na and Jessica of Dux-
bury and Steven Iovanna 
and Erin of Plymouth and 
adored great grandmother 
of Emily, Francesca, Gab-
by, Stella, and Abby.

She will be truly missed 
by all who knew her.

Due to the current spike 
in COVID-19, the guide-

lines issued by the Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts and local officials, 
Funeral Services will be 
privately held for the im-
mediate family under the 
direction of Paul Buonfi-
glio & Sons - Bruno Fu-
neral Home, 128 Revere 
Street,  Revere, MA 02151. 
Interment Holy Cross 
Cemetery. For guestbook, 
please visit  www.buonfi-
glio.com.

Nancy Cassetta
Beloved wife for 40 years 

Carmen Mario
He leaves behind many people who he 
loved and who will always love him

Carmen Mario, 82, 
of Peabody died from 
COVID December 14. 

Carmen moved to Pea-
body from East Boston 
in 1962 with Phyllis Ma-
rio to build the successful 
Carmen Mario Hair Salon 
and Sock it To Me restau-
rant.  Carmen (aka Mario) 
and his salon have been a 
Peabody institution for 57 
years. 

He was a generous do-
nor and sponsor of many 
city youth and high school 
sports including a wom-
en’s softball league and 
the creator of the hockey 
team fashion show. Car-
men retired in 2018. 

Carmen was a skilled 
single and multi-engine 
pilot. His real passion was 
flying and teaching stu-
dents out of the Beverly 
Airport. Due to his health, 
he stopped flying in 2019 
but diligently continued 
his certifications in hopes 
that he could fly again. 

Carmen was a strong 
believer in education and 
loved to learn.   He was a 
self-taught flutist and had 
an immense appreciation 
for the arts, Italian culture 
and world history.   Born 
into an Italian immigrant 
family, he worked hard at 
his trade, enjoyed cooking 
and loved a good wine. 

  Happiness for Mario 
was his family.  He leaves 
behind many people whom 
he loved and will always 
love him, Phyllis Ma-
rio, son, Stephen Carmen 

Mario, daughter Sandra 
Mario-Williams and her 
husband, Rob Williams. 
Clayton and Bretton Wil-
liams, his grandsons, were 
Carmen’s ultimate joy. He 
treasured their affection 
and above all else, was ex-
tremely proud of them. A 
love for golden retrievers 
melted his heart; Brody 
the family dog will miss 
him, too. 

 Also surviving is Car-
men’s brother, Anthony 
Mario and Josie, his wife; 
their children: Carmen, 
Michelle,  Christine, Al 
and the late Toni of Lynn; 
nieces and nephews of his 
late brother, Christy Ma-
rio include Joe, Maryann, 
Michael, Cathy, Martin 
and Christy of East Bos-
ton  and the late Teresa 
Pittella and her children, 
Billy and Bobby. 

A Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated at St. Ade-
laides Church, 712 Lowell 
Street, Peabody on Mon-
day January 4 at 10:30 
a.m. to honor his memory. 

rate in all of Boston. 
The citywide positive test 

increased 17.2 percent last 
week and went from 17.3 
percent of Boston residents 
testing positive for the virus 
to 20.3 percent. 

Overall since the pan-
demic began 15.8 percent of 
Eastie residents here have 
been found to be positive.  

At a press briefing last 
week the Mayor said that 
the number of COVID pa-
tients in Boston hospitals 
has continued to rise and the 
latest data has crossed our 
thresholds for concern on 
some metrics. 

“Daily Emergency Room 
visits for COVID-19 have 
gone up for eight days in a 

row,” said Walsh. “That’s 
a concern. The number of 
available adult hospital 
beds has gone down, and 
that’s a concern. Our hos-
pitals are not in danger, at 
the moment, of being over-
whelmed, but the trend is 
concerning.”

Walsh said this data con-
firms why Boston moved 
back into a temporary, mod-
ified Phase 2, Step 2 of the 
reopening plan, in coordi-
nation with other cities and 
towns. ‘

“Our focus is to keep the 
people of Boston safe,” he 
said. “That’s what every de-
cision we make is about. We 
have to reduce opportunities 
for COVID transmission so 

fewer people get sick, and 
so hospitals can continue to 
treat everyone, whether they 
have COVID or any other 
serious condition. That’s the 
path to a strong recovery for 
our city.”

The Mayor said that this 
is, and must be, a collective 
effort. 

“We need everyone to 
be part of this. We cannot 
let our guards down, even a 
little bit,” said Walsh. “Ev-
eryone must keep wearing 
masks, handwashing, and 
avoiding crowds. When 
you go out, only go out for 
essential needs; and please 
follow this guidance while 
visiting any business.”

He also asked everyone 

to make a decision to com-
mit to safety over the holi-
days. 

“We are living with what 
happened over Thanksgiv-
ing right now, and we can’t 
let that happen again,” said 
Walsh. “People should not 
be traveling for Christmas 
or hosting or attending par-
ties of any kind. Everyone 
must limit gatherings to 
their current households.”

Walsh said the city’s roll-
back to tighter restrictions 
is about making individu-
al sacrifices for the greater 
good. 

“That’s how we have to 
approach the holidays as 
well,” he said. “The holi-
days are a time of collec-

tive renewal during the dark 
winter months. That’s what 
we’re focused on this year, 
more than ever before, only 
in a different way.”  

Eastie’s infection rate 
rose by 11 percent accord-
ing to the data released by 
the BPHC last Friday. East-
ie’s COVID infection rate 
went from 880.3 cases per 
10,000 residents to 977 cas-
es per 10,000 residents. The 
citywide average is 510.5 
cases per 10,000 residents 
and Eastie still has the high-
est infection rates in all of 
Boston. 

An additional 454 East-
ie residents contracted the 
virus and there are now 
4,585 confirmed cases, up 

from the 4,131 reported two 
weeks ago. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the number of 
cases and infection rates in 
each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number 
of cases by age, gender and 
race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 5.6 
percent   percent last week 
and went from 33,323 cas-
es to 35,201 confirmed cas-
es in a week. Twelve more 
Boston residents died from 
the virus and there are now 
965 total deaths in the city 
from COVID. 
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SEEKING MORE 
INFORMATION ON 
VACCINE

CHELSEA - City 
Councilor Damali Vidot 
said she is calling on the 
medical professionals in 
the state and in Chelsea 
to provide residents with 
more information about 
the coming COVID-19 
vaccines, and she said as 
of now, she is skeptical of 
it even though she has an 
auto-immune disorder.

Vidot said she was re-
cently asked if – as a com-
munity leader – she would 
advocate for residents to 
get the COVID vaccines.

“I said ‘no,’” she said. “I 
feel it would be irrespon-
sible for me to encourage 
people to go get the same 
vaccine that I have con-
cerns about…I do feel if 
the vaccine does work and 
it’s safe, Chelsea should be 
prioritized, but at the same 
time right now we need to 
be educating people about 
the differences between 
Pfizer and Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson. We 
need to know the data. We 
shouldn’t blindly go into 
something, and I won’t 
encourage that, and just 
have people get injected 
with something blindly.”

She said the fact that 
the Operation Warp Speed 
vaccine program was run 
by the Trump Administra-
tion brings doubts into a 
lot of people in the com-
munity of Chelsea, and 
she said having a medical 
professional explain what 
has happened would be a 
good way to combat that.

“In my personal experi-
ence I don’t trust the vac-
cine because I don’t have 

the research on it,” she 
said. “If I read the scientif-
ic studies, I won’t under-
stand them. I need some-
one from the medical field 
to explain this to me and 
to the residents. I know 
people are tired of being 
at home – I get it – but we 
need to be careful.”

She said one of her 
doubts lies in the fact 
that the vaccine came so 
quickly, and she wonders 
how that happened. While 
many vaccines and thera-
pies take years to hit the 
market for public use, she 
said some steps must have 
been skipped. That pro-
cess is something she said 
people need to know about 
before they get in line for 
the vaccine in the coming 
months so they can weigh 
the risks.

Particularly, one thing 
she isn’t comfortable 
with is many people with 
doubts are scared to ex-
press those feelings. She 
said too many feel they’ll 
be labelled “fringe” or 
“anti-vaxers.”

“If our residents are too 
scared to say something, 
then that means we’re 
playing politics with peo-
ple’s lives,” she said. “I’m 
not into that…We have to 
be cautious. I won’t be the 
first in line and I’m in a 
vulnerable category.”

VACCINE SHOTS 
ADMINISTERED

CHELSEA - Boston 
Medical Center (BMC) re-
ceived the area’s first dos-
es of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID19 vaccine last 
week, taking it into cold 
storage immediately and, 

on Wednesday, beginning 
the first rounds of vacci-
nations on staff members.

Mass General Brigham 
followed suit on Tuesday, 
receiving 9,000 doses of 
the Pfizer vaccine and put-
ting it in storage as well. 
On Wednesday, priori-
tized employees began to 
be vaccinated.

At Mass General, the 
first vaccination was giv-
en to Registered Nurse 
Belza Betancur, a Chelsea 
resident, on Wednesday 
morning by Ellen O’Con-
nor.

At BMC, Registered 
Nurse Cheryl Tull was the 
first BMC employee to get 
the vaccine around 9 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Dec. 16. 
She is also the Associate 
Chief Nursing Officer at 
the hospital. The first five 
vaccinations at BMC were 
given to Tull, a Family 
medicine doctor, an Infec-
tious Diseases doctor, a 
respiratory therapist, and 
an environmental services 
employee whose job it is 
to disinfect patient rooms.

BMC said it expects to 
vaccinate 1,000 employ-
ees through Saturday, and 
a total of 2,000 by the end 
of next week. In the next 
two months, a spokesman 
said they expect to vacci-
nate 6,000 patient-facing 
employees using guidance 
from the state. 

BMC said it received 
1,950 doses Monday 
morning and planned to 
equitably disperse them 
throughout the front-line 
workers at the hospi-
tal, a process that started 
Wednesday morning.

“Monday morning, 
Boston Medical Cen-
ter received 1,950 doses 

of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID19 vaccine,” read 
a statement.  “Beginning 
Wednesday, we will begin 
the first wave of vaccina-
tions to front line health 
care workers, a group 
including doctors and 
nurses from our ICU and 
Emergency Department 
and patient floors that treat 
COVID-19 patients, but 
just as importantly, em-
ployees from environmen-
tal and support services, 
and other crucial positions 
that work in COVID-posi-
tive patient areas.”

The doses were put into 
a freezer at the BMC inpa-
tient pharmacy.

Mass General Brigham 
(MGH) confirmed on 
Tuesday it had received its 
first shipment of the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine. Mass 
General Brigham received 
an initial shipment of near-
ly 9,000 vaccine doses to 
be allocated proportional-
ly across the 12 hospitals 
in its system. They also 
began vaccinating health 
care workers at the hospi-
tals on Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Communi-
ty Health Centers like East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center has been 
planning for their role in 
receiving and vaccinating 
workers and the public. 
Community health cen-
ters are expected to play 
a large role in the coming 
weeks and months as the 
general population starts 
to qualify for the vaccine.

“We are taking import-
ant steps to prepare for 
the COVID-19 vaccine to 
ensure its equitable dis-
tribution throughout our 
communities,” said East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center CEO and 
President Manny Lopes. 
“We have a specific team 
that will manage all as-
pects of the vaccine, from 
preparing for its arrival 
through to administering 
doses to our communi-
ties.  Our Massachusetts 
COVID-19 Vaccine Pro-
vider Agreement has been 
approved, so we are now 
eligible to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine as 
soon as it becomes avail-
able. This is an important 
step in ensuring the safety 
of our communities, es-
pecially our patients that 
have been disproportion-
ately impacted by the pan-
demic.”

The Chief Medical Of-
ficer for the health center, 
Jackie Fantes said they are 
awaiting direction from 
the state Department of 
Public Health. She said 
the health center plans to 
vaccinate their staff and 
high-risk patients first.

“The big questions 
about how and when we 
will administer the vac-
cine will depend greatly 
on the guidelines devel-
oped by our partners at 
the Mass Department of 
Public Health as well as 
the amount of supply,” 
she said. “We now serve 
more than 100,000 pa-
tients at our East Boston, 
South End, Revere and 
Winthrop facilities. Our 
priority will be to admin-

ister the vaccine first to 
our staff and patients at 
high risk of complications 
from COVID-19, such 
as the elderly and those 
with chronic health con-
ditions.  It is also import-
ant to us to focus on vul-
nerable populations like 
those in essential worker 
roles or those living in 
multi-generational house-
holds who cannot isolate.”

In an historic press 
conference on Monday, 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Alex Azar, 
Dr. Moncef Slaoui and 
General Gustave Perna – 
all members of the Oper-
ation Warp Speed vaccine 
team – reported on the first 
shipments of the Pfizer 
vaccine.

The reported that 2.9 
million doses of the vac-
cine had been shipped and 
another 2.9 million would 
be held back for the sec-
ond booster dose that will 
be given to those inoculat-
ed in 21 to 28 days. The 
Pfizer vaccine requires an 
initial shot and a second 
booster for full immunity, 
they said.

Those shipments would 
continue through Tues-
day, and Wednesday and 
the rest of the week like-
ly, Perna said. He said 
they have used a public/
private partnership with 
the federal government, 
UPS and FedEx to dis-
tribute the doses, and now 
are entering into a “steady 
drumbeat” of constant 
shipments as the days and 
weeks go on.

“The point here is the 
initial push that we have 
shows we can execute,” 
he said. “Now we’re start-
ing our drumbeat of con-
tinuous shipments of vac-
cine.”

All vaccine shipments 
destinations and dosage 
amounts are determined 
by each state’s governor, 
they said. For Massachu-
setts, Gov. Charlie Baker 
issues an initial priority 
list last week that is now 
being followed in the first 
dosages. There were 636 
sites across the United 
States identified to Oper-
ation Warp Speed, with 
145 getting shipments on 
Monday.

There were 425 that 
would receive shipments 
on Tuesday, and 66 on 
Wednesday.

All expected the Mod-
erna vaccine, also a two-
shot program, to get emer-
gency use authorization 
by the weekend, and that 
would start to be shipped 
out by next Monday, 
Dec. 21. There would be 
approximately 100 mil-
lion doses of that vaccine 
available initially as there 
has been more time to 
manufacture in the run-up 
to authorization.

They expected to be 
able to vaccinate 100 mil-
lion people by the end of 
the 1st quarter of 2021. 
That will be bolstered if a 
Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine – a one shot program 
– is approved for emer-
gency use in late January 
or early February. Another 
vaccine by AstraZeneca is 

also on the same timetable 
and could be in use before 
the end of the first quarter, 
Slaoui said.

Meanwhile, Azar said 
they are confident they 
will have enough vaccine 
for anyone that wants 
it and that no American 
would have to pay for the 
vaccine if they want it.

“No American faces an 
out of pocket expense for 
this vaccine,” Azar said.

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control has autho-
rized $140 million to pay 
for long-term planning for 
the vaccine. Meanwhile, 
Operation Warp Speed is 
paying for the vaccine cost 
and all of the supplies, in-
cluding syringes and other 
materials.

EXELON DONATES 
COATS TO EPS

EVERETT - As part 
of its continued support 
of the Everett Public 
Schools, Exelon Gener-
ation has graciously do-
nated 300 winter coats to 
our students through a col-
laboration with Operation 
Warm. This is the third 
consecutive year Exelon 
has made this generous 
gesture to provide warmth 
to hundreds of children. 
The coats will be distrib-
uted to students through-
out the district, under the 
direction of principals and 
assistant principals, over 
the rest of the holiday sea-
son,

“We’re pleased to help 
Everett Public School stu-
dents dress warmly for our 
cold New England win-
ters,” said Archie Glea-
son, General Manager, 
Northeast Region, Exelon 
Generation. “On behalf 
of our district, my sincer-
est thanks to Mr. Gleason 
and the employees of Ex-
elon Generation for this 
thoughtful and timely 
donation,” said Superin-
tendent of Schools Priya 
Tahiliani. “These are very 
challenging times, and we 
are grateful for Exelon 
helping us endure them. 
These coats will certainly 
brighten the holidays for 
our students.”

Operation Warm is a 
national nonprofit that cre-
ates brand new, high-qual-
ity coats for children in 
need. Every child, regard-
less of their economic sit-
uation, deserves a brand-
new coat. They partner 
with compassionate indi-
viduals and organizations 
across North America to 
give the gift of warmth, 
confidence and hope to 
millions of children in 
need. Operation Warm be-
lieves a brand-new coat is 
more than a coat, promot-
ing self-esteem, school 
attendance and outdoor 
play. To learn more about 
Operation Warm, vis-
it OperationWarm.org. 

Exelon Generation is 
a FORTUNE 100 com-
pany that works in every 
stage of the energy busi-
ness: power generation, 
competitive energy sales, 
transmission and delivery.
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By John Lynds

Just after Christmas last 
year, the man who brought 
smiles to thousands of fac-
es over the years portray-
ing Santa Clause at the 
Ruggiero Family Memo-
rial Home-sponsored tree 
lighting in Orient Heights 
Square and other commu-
nity events died suddenly. 

Peter Felt died on Jan-

uary 3, 2020 just a few 
weeks after playing his 
beloved Santa role for the 
last time during Eastie’s 
holiday season. 

In honor of his memory 
and the fact that COVID 
has cancelled the annual 
tree lighting that Felt was 
a larger than life presence 
at year after year, the Rug-
giero Family Memorial 
Home hosted a toy drive 

in Felt’s honor this month. 
Last week, Joe Rug-

giero III, his family and 
the funeral home staff 
distributed the toys col-
lected to the Madaro Fam-
ily Community Fund that 
runs Eastie’s Elves; May-
or Walsh’s Annual Toy 
Drive; and other larger toy 
drives that distribute to 
families in need in Eastie 
and beyond.

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home distributes toys collected in of the late Peter Felt

Joe Ruggiero III during one 
of his many stops distribut-
ing toys his funeral home 
collected this month in 
honor of Peter Felt. 

Some of the toys collected are organized inside the Ruggi-
ero Family Memorial Home awaiting delivery. 
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In an effort to show support and gratitude to first respond-
ers, Loretta’s Last Call on Lansdowne Street provided com-
plimentary holiday meals to the members of the Boston 
Police and EMS Union, the BPPA, yesterday. The boxed meal 
was subsidized by Jägermeister and the meal was delivered 
to the BPPA Headquarters in Dorchester.  nFeeding the 
First Responders: Loretta’s Last Call Brings Holiday Cheer 
to Boston Police Patrolmen Association with Meal Delivery. 
Pictured L to R) BPPA (Boston Police Patrolmen Association) 
President Larry Calderone, Jägermeister Representative 
Madeline Conover and Loretta’s Last Call General Manager, 
Myles Kopka.   

Housing //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE  1

HELP WANTED

For Advertising 
Rates,

Call 617-884-2416

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                     PRICE
188 Chelsea St Realty LLC	 MRJ Management LLC	 188-190 Chelsea St          	 $1,000,000
67 Chelsea Street LLC	 Ciruolo, Carolina	 67 Chelsea St               	 $860,000
Booth, Brendan	 Piazza, Carmella       	 25 Moore St              	 $1,100,000
Diaz, Stephanie	 Vassall, Nashan      	 336 Saratoga St #1         	 $675,261
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HOME 
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ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
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Free Estimates
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LICENSED PLUMBERS 
WANTED

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-1403

DEADLINES: For classified line ads, 
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588
 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403
______________
 

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT

APT FOR RENT
Winthrop - Lg deleaded 2/3 bedroom 
Apt, Section 8 Approved, hardwood 
floors, eat in kitchen, front and back 
porch. Living rm & dining rm. $1800 
per month. No pets. No utilities. Avail-
able Jan. 15, 2021. Call 781-760-1325.
(12/9, 12/16, 12/23)
_____________

ROOM

FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT
Chelsea
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully Furnished Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Landry in Building
Next to Bus, Train Station, Super-
market
$850/Month Includes Utilities 
Call Maria 617-312-9467
_____________

East Boston, orient heights, Harbor-
view area.
Perfectly maintained move-in condi-
tion 6 room single family multi level 
colonial( previously 2 family).
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms. Nice size 
backyard, on dead end street. Plenty 
off street parking.
Close to Route 1 and Logan airport.
Call 617-888-3928

HOUSE FOR SALE

VISIT EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM

Nick Shea did East Boston 
High School proud upon his 
graduation in 2017, and is 
currently making his country 
proud by serving in the US  
Army.  Specialist Shea is serv-
ing at Fort Drum, New York in 
Unit A Company (2-10).  He is 
attached to the  Assault Heli-
copter Battalion with the 10th 
Mountain Division.  Before 
being sent to Fort Drum Nick 
served in Korea and fought in 
Afghanistan under Operation 
Freedom’s Sentinel.  Nick was 
a great student athlete at East 
Boston HS and was a Confer-
ence All Star swimmer and still holds a record in the 200 
Medley Relay. 

SPECIALIST NICK SHEA 
FROM EBHS SWIM TEAM 

TO THE US ARMY

COMPLIMENTARY 
HOLIDAY MEAL

ing. As part of a long-term 
plan, the completion of 
Grace Apartments will al-
low for future renovations 
to the Woodbury Building 
for workforce housing. 

“The need for afford-
able senior housing is al-
ways growing. I am proud 
to have supported this 
project and thank the ad-
ministration and the East 
Boston CDC for helping 
to make it a reality,” said 
City Councilor Lydia Ed-
wards. “I look forward to 
its completion and will 
continue fighting to make 
sure everyone has access 
to housing.”

The project was ap-
proved at the BPDA’s 
board meeting in January, 
2019. BPDA officials said 
the approval of the 42 in-
come-restricted senior 
units at 187 Sumner St. 
makes progress towards 
Mayor Walsh’s goal of in-
creasing affordable hous-
ing to support not only a 
strong middle-class, but 
also area seniors. May-
or Walsh has updated the 
City’s housing targets to 
support the creation of 
new affordable housing, 
increase access to home-
ownership opportunities, 
and prevent displacement 
of the neighborhood’s 
most vulnerable residents.

“MassHousing is ex-
cited to be part of a proj-
ect that is going to create 
42 brand-new apartment 
homes for lower-income 
elderly residents in the 
heart of East Boston,” said 
MassHousing Executive 
Director Chrystal Kor-
negay. “We were pleased 
to collaborate with the 
East Boston Community 
Development Corpora-
tion, Affirmative Invest-
ments, the City of Boston, 
and our state partners, to 
provide this new housing 
for Boston seniors, who 
will be able to live afford-
ably in the city for many 
years to come.”

According to plans ap-
proved by the BPDA, the 
CDC project involves 
the construction of a new 
39,067 square foot,   42-
unit seven-story building 
and the renovation of an 
existing 26,800 square 
foot building currently on 
the same site in Maverick 
Square.

The new building will 
include all low-income 
elderly housing. The ex-

isting building, which in-
cludes 17 elderly/disabled 
subsidized units as well 
as approximately 3,000 
square feet of ground floor 
commercial, will be con-
verted to workforce hous-
ing units, including two 
affordable units.

The property con-
sists of a 16,266-square 
foot parcel of land with 
26,800-square foot of 
mixed use, residential and 
commercial building.

There will be no chang-
es to the footprint of the 
existing building and the 
proposed new building 
will be situated behind the 
existing building.

The 3,798 square foot 
first floor will consist of a 
community room, kitchen, 
lobby, mailroom, office, 
and mechanical space. 
The lot size will accom-
modate five parking spac-
es, one of which will be 
handicapped accessible.

The second through 
seventh floors will have 
seven units per floor, for a 
total of 42 units. 

The CDC has controlled 
the project site since the 
late 1970s. The property 
consists of an irregular 
shaped 16,266 square foot 
parcel of land behind the 
existing 26,800 square 
foot mixed use, residential 
and commercial building.

The CDC sought to 
develop the land back in 
1975 and received approv-
als by the then Boston Re-
development Authority 
but those approvals have 
since expired.

The CDC held a BP-
DA-sponsored meeting 
back in September 2019 
as part of the Article 80 
review process and there 
was little to no opposition 
to the plans.

“We are very grateful 
to Mayor Walsh, the City 
of Boston, MassHousing, 
and our partners at the 
State for working with us 
to make this project a re-
ality,” said President of 
the East Boston CDC Al 
Caldarelli. “We are proud 
to have worked creative-
ly with DiMella Shaffer 
Architects and Affirma-
tive Investments to make 
use of the land we already 
owned and turn it into 42 
much needed affordable 
apartments for low-in-
come seniors in our com-
munity.”

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 
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175 McClellan Highway | East Boston | (617) 569-2020
270 Charger Street | Revere | (781) 629-5409

151 VFW Parkway | Revere (Wonderland) | (781) 629-5626

H A P P Y

HOLIDAYS
CLEANING 
STATIONS

CARDIO  
DISTANCING™

TOUCHLESS  
CHECK-IN

Holiday Spirit from Home

Buster and Santa Autumn Loki and Delilah

Sookie Henry Ralphie 

Almas family

Connor

Eva and Bruno

Charlotte

Sophia, Ava and Lola

Charlotte

Cinelli & Interbartolo 

Aubrey

Mario and Guiliana 




