
By John Lynds

Mayor Martin Walsh 
and Boston Public School 
Superintendent Dr. Brenda 
Cassellius announced that 
approximately 1,700 stu-
dents across 28 schools, 
including East Boston 
High School and the Ma-
rio Umana Academy, re-
turned to in-person learn-
ing on Monday.

The students return-
ing to school this week 
have complex disabilities 
and language needs, and 
were identified by BPS as 
having a high priority for 
in-person learning. 

“After the return three 
weeks ago of students to 

our special education-fo-
cused schools we returned 
the next group of students 
on Monday, December 
14,” said Cassellius. “We 
are communicating direct-
ly with those families in 
collaboration with their 
school leaders to outline 
next steps. This group 
includes approximately 
1,700 students across 28 
schools. These plans are 
based on families who se-
lected hybrid learning for 
their students and on each 
building’s ability to wel-
come students and staff 
back to in-person learning. 
We will add free-standing 

By John Lynds

Last week Senator Jo-
seph Boncore and Repre-
sentative Adrian Madaro 
joined their colleagues in 
the Massachusetts Legis-
lature to pass the state’s 
$46.2 billion Fiscal Year 
2021 (FY21) budget. 

Within the state bud-
get is direct aid to an East 
Boston agency that has 
been helping the commu-
nity during the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic by 
addressing food insecurity 
among residents. 

At a time of wide-
spread food insecurity in 
the neighborhood due to 
the COVID, Boncorea 
and Madaro announced 
$50,000 in funding for the 
East Boston Community 
Soup Kitchen. The ear-
mark will allow the soup 
kitchen to continue their 
work providing essential 
food and nutritional aid to 
East Boston residents.

“Throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 

East Boston Community 
Soup Kitchen has been 
on the front lines serving 
those in need,” said Bon-
core. “The $50,000 se-
cured for the Soup Kitchen 
will allow them to contin-
ue these critical efforts 
and remain a welcoming, 
inclusive presence in our 
community.”

Boncore added that as 
the state continues towards 
recovery from the COVID 
pandemic, the FY21 bud-

get provides critical fund-
ing: including relief for 
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those most impacted by 
the public health crisis. 

“Despite the fiscal dif-
ficulties caused by the 
COVID-19 emergency, I 
am pleased that the legis-
lature has passed a budget 
which has avoided any 
major cuts and preserves 
funding for critical pro-
grams across Massachu-
setts, including those right 

State budget to send pandemic aid to Eastie

BPS returns some students to 
in-person learning at two Eastie schools

Back to school

Eastie’s state elected officials Rep. Adrian Madaro and Sen. 
Joseph Boncore (shown here during a pre-COVID press 
conference last year) announced FY21 budget earmarks for 
Eastie this week. 

See BUDGET Page 3

By John Lynds

During a normal Christ-
mas season, Carlo’s Ca-
tering owner Stevie Scire 
and his family take a 
well-deserved break for 
the holiday.   But before 
Carlo’s Catering on the 
corner of Bennington and 
Moore Street closes for a 
little Christmas vacation, 
Scire would give back to 
the community and spread 

some holiday cheer. 
“We usually don’t de-

liver on Christmas Eve, 
but for years we’d find 
some family or organiza-
tion that needed donations 
and we’d make a delivery 
of food and toys,” said 
Scire. 

With COVID-19 still 
a major concern in the 
neighborhood this year 

Carlo’s Catering to team up with the 
Salesian Boys & Girls Club to help 
feed families during Christmas holiday

Giving back

See CARLO’S Page 3

By John Lynds

In his masterpiece “The 
Great Gatsby,”  F. Scott 
Fitzgerald wrote “So we 
beat on, boats against the 
current, borne back cease-
lessly into the past”. The 
last lines of the novel were 
a metaphor of a burning 
desire to row against the 
flow of a current --even 
when it seems pointless. 

In this era of COVID 
we can relate to the ending 
of Gatsby as many are try-
ing to row against a neg-
ative current even when it 
seems useless to do so. 

Some have had success 
while others have not, but 
nonprofits like Piers Park 
Sailing Center (PPSC) are 
weathering the storm and 
continue to row against 
the current--hopeful that 
the pandemic will be over 
and the world will return 
to normal soon. 

“We have been a strong 
community through highs 
and lows,” said PPSC Ex-
ecutive Director Alex De-
Fronzo reflecting on this 
past sailing season and 
looking forward to next 
year. “Masked up, our stu-
dents socialized, learned 
together, had fun together, 
and grew together.”

However, pulling off 
the program was a big 

Piers Park Sailing Center looks to the future

Above, Harbor Explorers out 
on the water in kayaks this 
summer at Piers Park Sailing 
Center. The sailing program 
operated at only 20 percent 
of the enrollment of a normal 
year. However, the youth pro-
gram cost more to operate in 
2020 than it did in 2019. 

Right, despite COVID and 
having to drastically change its 
operations, the Piers Park Sail-
ing Center still had a successful 
summer. Now in the offseason 
the sailing center hopes to 
raise enough money to make 
2021 even better. 

See SAILING Page 7
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By John Lynds

With the Energy Facil-
ities Siting Board (EFSB) 
poised to make a decision 
later this week on whether 
or not to approve Ever-
source’s highly contro-
versial plan to build a new 
substation in East Boston 
at the City Yards in East 
Eagle Square, 16 elected 
officials wrote a letter this 
week to Energy and Envi-
ronmental Affairs Secre-
tary Kathleen Theoharides 
asking her to intervene 
and postpone the meeting. 

The letter was signed 
by U.S. Sens. Ed Markey 
and Elizabeth Warren; 
U.S. Reps. Ayanna Press-
ley, Joseph P. Kennedy, III 
and Katherine Clark; State 
Senators Joseph A. Bon-
core, Sal N. DiDomenico 
and Jamie B. Eldridge; 

State Reps. Adrian C. 
Madaro, Daniel J. Ryan, 
Liz Miranda and Michelle 
DuBois; as well as Bos-
ton City Councilors Lydia 
Edwards, Michelle Wu, 
Julia Mejia and Annissa 
Essaibi-George.

“We write to request 
that the Energy Facili-
ties Siting Board (EFSB) 
postpone the upcoming 
virtual public hearings on 
the proposed Eversource 
electrical substation in 
East Boston and reopen 
the determination of need 
for the project,” read the 
letter. “We have serious 
concerns about the acces-
sibility of these hearings 
— currently scheduled for 
December 16-17, 2020 — 
to members of the affect-
ed community, which the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
hit especially hard.”

The elected officials ar-
gue that with Eastie expe-
riencing one of the high-
est rates of COVID-19 
infection in the state the 
high positivity rate has 
led to stark economic fall-
out, including unemploy-
ment, food insecurity, and 
homelessness and holding 
such an important meeting 
and vote is unfair--given 
Eastie’s steadfast opposi-
tion to the proposal over 
the years. 

“At a time when the 
number of COVID-19 
cases in Massachusetts is 
sharply rising and so many 
community residents must 
focus on maintaining their 
own and others’ physical 
and economic well being, 
it is unfair to ask them to 
engage — virtually— on a 
highly technical project,” 
said the letter. 

The letter also ques-
tioned the need to further 
impact a neighborhood 
that is already an environ-
mental justice community. 

“Furthermore, the pro-
posed site of the new 
substation, on the banks 
of Chelsea Creek, is al-
ready an area of industry 
overuse,” stated in the 
letter. “ If approved, the 
Eversource electrical sub-
station would have de-

cades-long effects on an 
extremely vulnerable and 
disproportionately im-
pacted population. Resi-
dents in and around this 
congested area must be 
given the opportunity for 
meaningful involvement, 
which the currently sched-
uled meetings do not pro-
vide. We urge the EFSB to 
require the proponent to 
release its own outdated 
and proprietary data upon 
which the justification for 
this electrical substation 
is based. It is the EFSB’s 
mission to ensure that 
proposed projects provide 
a reliable energy supply, 
with a minimum impact 
on the environment, at the 
lowest possible cost. To 
best assess whether the 
determination of public 
need should be reconsid-
ered, we believe that the 
only responsible and fair 
course of action is to pro-
vide the most up to date 
and accurate data in a way 
that is transparent to the 
affected public. The siting 
of any new significant en-
ergy project requires the 
full and informed input 
of the surrounding public, 
especially in this instance 
as this planned industrial 
infrastructure is in an al-
ready disproportionately 

overburdened Environ-
mental Justice communi-
ty.”

Over the years, com-
munity members and 
advocates have high-
lighted concerns about 
the EFSB’s inadequate 
language access since the 
project’s inception. 

“There are multiple Ti-
tle VI Civil Rights com-
plaints filed with federal 
agencies, which have yet 
to render a decision,” stat-
ed in the letter. “Steam-
rolling ahead despite these 
concerns shows an utter 
disregard for those with 
limited English proficien-
cy — who comprise a high 
percentage of East Boston 
residents and who may be 
excluded from this critical 
and complex process.”

To ensure that civil 
rights are upheld and the 
full and meaningful en-
gagement of all persons is 
protected, the elected offi-
cials argue the EFSB must 
comply with any direc-
tives resulting from those 
complaints before it holds 
any public hearings.

“This neighborhood of 
East Boston is one of the 
most racially and ethni-
cally diverse communities 
in Massachusetts,” stated 
in the letter. “For far too 

long, black, brown, and 
immigrant communities 
have been excluded from 
the decision-making pro-
cesses that directly affect 
their quality of life. We 
must address the ineq-
uities that intersect race, 
class, and public health, 
and that begins with en-
suring that the residents 
of East Boston have a full 
say in the evolution of 
their neighborhood.”

Madaro, who has 
helped lead the charge 
against the proposed sub-
station said he was happy 
to have the support of so 
many state, city, and fed-
eral colleagues in oppos-
ing the proposed substa-
tion. 

“East Boston is an En-
vironmental Justice com-
munity,” said Madaro. 
“Our neighbors’ voices 
deserve to be heard. Hold-
ing this hearing during 
the COVID emergency is 
unacceptable. Thank you 
to GreenRoots and all the 
East Boston communi-
ty activists who have led 
the way in expressing our 
neighborhood’s opposi-
tion to this project. Your 
efforts have been essen-
tial in making East Boston 
heard.”
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By John Lynds

Cape Air Senior Vice 
President Andrew Bonney 
repeatedly told the com-
munity at numerous pub-
lic meetings that the take-
off and landing area in the 
waters off Eastie would be 
restricted by the FAA to 
only Cape Air operations.

The takeoff and landing 
base approved by the FAA 
and U.S. Coast Guard just 
off the Hyatt Boston Har-
bor Hotel, explained Bon-
ney, would be restricted 
by the FAA to only Cape 
Air operations.

“This is a private, re-
stricted sea base,” said 
Bonney earlier this year. 
“So you wouldn’t have to 
worry about other carriers 
using the area.”

Well, it seems that state-
ment was not entirely true 
as a second air carrier is 
looking to join Cape Air 
in running seaplanes from 
Boston Harbor to New 
York City. 

When Cape Air was 
seeking neighborhood 

support for their plan, 
residents in Jeffries Point 
feared that allowing Cape 
Air to land seaplanes off 
Eastie would open a flood-
gate for other seaplane 
carriers to start using the 
landing area. Once assured 
by Bonney that Cape Air 
would be the only carrier 
using the landing zone, 
residents started to warm 
up to the idea. 

However, Tailwind Air 
CEO Alan Ram said while 
he couldn’t speak for Bon-
ney or Cape Air President 
Dan Wolf, having one sea-
plane company monopo-
lize a landing area in the 
Harbor would never be 
considered by the FAA. 

“What I can say is that 
each seaplane operator 
has to individually apply 
to the FAA for permission 
to use the waterway,” said 
Ram at a Jeffries Point 
Neighborhood Associ-
ation meeting Monday 
night. “It would obviously 
be anti-competitive for the 
FAA to award a monop-
oly to the first company 

that comes through the 
door. So each application 
is looked at individual-
ly and I think that’s what 
they (Cape Air) meant in 
that their application was 
exclusive to them as ours 
is for us. So just because 
we’re approved, doesn’t 
mean anyone else is auto-
matically approved. And 
the same thing went for 
Cape Air.”

A look into FAA ap-
provals for the water land-
ing area shows Tailwind, 
as well as Cape Air, were 
both granted the right to 
use the harbor for sea-
plane operations.

At Monday night’s 
meeting, Ram said Tail-
wind has proposed a plan 
for seaplane service from 
Boston Harbor to New 
York City, similar to Cape 
Air’s service. 

“What we’re proposing 
is roughly a four time dai-
ly and weekday departure 
and arrival from Boston 
Harbor to the Manhattan 
seaplane base at East 23rd 
Street in the East River,” 

said Ram. “This is an ex-
isting facility that’s been in 
use for a long time. In low 
visibility conditions, the 
airplanes will not operate 
which means not only bad 
weather, but we do not op-
erate before dawn and we 
do not operate after dusk.”

Tailwinds has two bas-
es, one in Westchester 
New York and another in 

Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
“We have been operating 
seaplanes in and out of 
New York City for about 
seven years,” said Ram. 
“We have a very stable 
and experienced manage-
ment team and company’s 
core management team 
has been together nearly 
that entire time. We have 
a great team of pilots, dis-

patchers and maintainers 
and are up to nearly 30 
employees.”

Like Cape Air, Ram 
said Tailwind will be us-
ing the Cessna Caravan 
for seaplane operation to 
and from New York and 
the cost of a one-way trip 
between the two cities 
will be between $295 and 
$495.

Community updated on possibility of second seaplane company coming to Eastie’s shores

Tailwind CEO Alan Ram during Monday’s Jeffries Point Neighborhood Association meet-
ing. Ram’s company is joining Cape Air in running seaplanes between Boston Harbor and 
New York City. 

Sixteen local, state and federal elected officials send letter challenging Eastie substation hearing

By John Lynds

At the December meet-
ing earlier this month, 
members of the Harbor 
View Neighborhood As-
sociation (HVNA) voted 
down two development 
proposals. 

The first project at  647-

649 Bennington, HVNA 
members voted 22 to three 
against the project that 
called for converting an 
existing three family into 
a two-family, subdivide 
the lot and erect another 
two-family on the site. 

Attorney Marc LaC-
asse, representing own-

er Barry Caine, said no 
major changes would 
happen to the existing 
building except some in-
terior work. For the new 
structure, LaCasse said his 
client reduced the proj-
ect from four stories with 
three units to three stories 
with two units. The proj-
ect would still include two 
off street parking spaces. 

HVNA members ar-
gued that the pandemic, 
and Eastie’s high infection 
rate, should be a warning 
that developers should be 
trying to decrease density, 
not add more density to 
the neighborhood. 

The next project at 7-11 
Curtis Street, the site of 
the Eastern Flooring com-
pany, HVNA members 
voted 23 to nine against 
the project to demolish the 
existing business and erect 
two buildings. One build-
ing would be on Curtis 
Street with 21 units and a 
second building would be 
constructed on Saratoga 
Street with eight units.

Attorney Jeff Drago, 
representing owners Seth 
Williams and Jim Gross-
man, said his clients took 
a lot of feedback from 
the previous communi-

ty meetings and a BPDA 
meeting. 

Drago said his clients 
reduced the building size 
from five stories to four 
stories and parking has 
been put underground. 
They also added greens-
pace and added greenscap-
ing along the frontages. 

The owners also re-
duced the overall square 
footage by 1,400 square 
feet and completely 
changed from a contem-
porary look to a more tra-
ditional look that mirrors 
current buildings on Sara-
toga Street. 

Some members were 
on board with the changes 
with one resident saying, 
“I have been in the  neigh-
borhood for over 40 years. 
This could be a great op-
portunity for the neigh-
borhood. I look forward to 
the new building and new 
activity in the area”. 

However, others point-
ed again to then density, 
lack of parking and the 
overall size and scope of 
the project as another ex-
ample of over building in 
the neighborhood. 

Both projects will need 
approval from the city be-
fore moving forward. 

HVNA votes down two development proposals
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ORIENT HEIGHTS 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCIL MEETING 
AGENDA

Orient Heights Neigh-
borhood Council Meeting 
will meet on  Monday De-
cember 21 via Zoom. 

Meeting starts at 6:30 
p.m., but the Zoom link 
will open at 6:00 p.m. to 
get acclimated. The meet-
ing will be recorded.

Zoom meeting infor-
mation: https://zoom.
us/j/91714062900  

Agenda
•	 Public Safety   
Station 7 Community 

Update: Officer Dan Si-
mon

•	 Announcements 
& General Presentations

We now have our very 
own website!

https://www.ohnc.org/ - 
Check it out!

 COVID Testing Efforts 
in East Boston

 East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center’s has 
a walk-thru testing site at 
79 Paris St. You do not 
need to have symptoms 
or be a patient at EBN-
HC. Call 617-569-5800 to 
pre-register.

 Monday-Friday: 8am-
11:30am and 1pm-4:30pm

 Saturday: 10am-
1:30pm

 See https://external.
ebnhc.org/en/visitorpa-
tient-info/covid-19/ for 
more information.

 Orient Heights Design 
Review Committee

 Formation of a new 
committee that will meet 
with developers/attorneys 
after the abutters meeting 
and prior to their presenta-
tion at an OHNC meeting.

 Thank you to Gail 
Miller for the suggestion 
and spearheading the dis-
cussion!

 Effort to review project 
proposals and ensure that 

abutters’ concerns are ad-
dressed and the structure 
aligns with existing neigh-
borhood properties.

 Contact Orien-
tHeightsNC@gmail.com 
to get involved.

 New public waterfront 
park at Piers Park III 

 Amy Eynatian & Nick 
Black - Trustees (Boston 
Waterfront Initiative)

• Development Presen-
tations

 INFO
 90 Ashley Street - erect 

a two-family dwelling on 
a vacant lot

 1209 Bennington Street 
- Raze existing building 
and erect a four (4) story 
seven (7) unit residential 
dwelling with parking for 
five (5) vehicles. 

 VOTE 
 N/A
• Adjournment
 The next OHNC meet-

ing will be held on Mon-
day, January 18th, 2020.

air purifiers into the school 
buildings without HVAC 
systems to promote air-
flow.”

However, the Boston 
Teachers Union (BTU) 
passed a vote of ‘no con-
fidence’ in Dr. Cassellius’s 
reopening plan. 

“The BTU has advo-
cated to Cassellius for 
common sense reopening 
provisions such as prior-
itizing in-person learning 
for special education stu-
dents, particularly those 
who cannot access remote 
learning,” said the BTU in 
a statement after the vote. 

Other requests by the 
BTU included safe venti-
lation and air quality stan-
dards; vents in bathrooms 
and working sinks with 
soap for hand washing; a 
scheduling process that 
takes into account pre-ex-
isting medical conditions 
of educators and their fam-
ilies; PPE for educators, 
nurses and staff working 
with students who can-
not socially distance or 
wear masks; and access to 
COVID-19 testing. 

The union did not seek 
additional provisions with 
regard to safety, instruc-
tion, or staffing issues 
covering the two schools 
in Eastie and the 26 oth-
er schools in Boston, but 

merely sought the same 
provisions that were for-
mally agreed to by the su-
perintendent for the first 
four schools that were 
opened last month. 

“These key provi-
sions were at last agreed 
to with the Superinten-
dent in November for the 
initial four schools that 
were reopened with our 
support for some of our 
highest-need students,” 
the statement continues. 
“Prior to the vote of no 
confidence, the union had 
passed a resolution call-
ing for the same safety, 
instructional, and staff-
ing provisions that exist 
at the four currently open 
schools to be extended to 
the 28 additional schools 
where staff and students 
will be present on Mon-
day.”

On Monday, Walsh 
blasted the BTU’s no con-
fidence vote and credited 
Cassellius and her team 
for doing this work and 
prioritizing the students 
who most need our sup-
port. 

 Walsh addressed the 
vote that the BTU took 
over the weekend that crit-
icized the district and the 
superintendent on Mon-
day during a press brief-
ing. 

“That action doesn’t 
help our collective efforts 
at a critical time,” said 
Walsh. “I value deeply 
the work that our teach-
ers are doing and have 
done, all year, under very 
difficult circumstances. 
I am sympathetic to their 
concerns about COVID 
safety. These are all of 
our concerns, and we are 
responding to those con-
cerns. 100 percent of the 
safety measures that the 
teachers union requested 
are implemented in all the 
schools we have opened. 
The result is that, today, 
many more high needs 
students and their dedi-
cated teachers and support 
staff are in school, work-
ing together, being safe, 
and learning. That’s a 
great accomplishment by 
all involved. We’re going 
to continue to support our 
teachers and school staff 
in that work. And we’re 
going to keep our promise 
to the families of our city 
to do everything we can 
to get kids safely back in 
school, where they belong. 
I have absolute confidence 
in the Superintendent and 
her team’s commitment 
to these values and this 
work.”

here in East Boston,” said 
Madaro. “As many in 
East Boston continue to 
suffer from food insecu-
rity, funding for the East 
Boston Community Soup 
Kitchen ensures that it 
will be able to continue 
the necessary work pro-
viding food to local fam-
ilies.”

In addition to COVID 
support the state legisla-
ture approved funding to 
support students and fam-
ilies at East Boston High 

School. 
The budget calls for full 

funding for Mass Insight. 
This will allow Mass In-
sight to continue support-
ing Advanced Placement 
and STEM Programming 
at the High School. Last 
month, these programs 
earned East Boston High 
School the Josh Boger 
Innovative School of the 
Year Award from the Mas-
sachusetts Biotechnology 
Education Foundation. 

“In addition, students at 

East Boston High School 
affected by virtual learn-
ing will continue to be 
fully supported in their AP 
and STEM programming 
as a result of the Mass 
Insight earmark,” said 
Madaro. “I was proud to 
vote in favor of this bud-
get and I look forward to 
seeing it signed into law.”

The budget now goes to 
Governor Baker’s desk for 
his signature.

has been anything but nor-
mal--so Scire had an idea 
to partner with the Sale-
sian Boys & Girls Club 
on Byron Street to help 
feed families in need this 
Christmas Eve. 

“I just came up with 
that idea,” said Scire. “I 
said let me try to do some-
thing and try to give back 
to people that are really 
struggling.”

So, Scire called Boys & 
Girls Club Executive Di-
rector Mike Triant to for-
mulate a plan. 

“Because Mike has a 
good handle on families 
that may be in need within 
the Salesian Community,” 
said Scire. “So we came 
up with the idea of having 
the community sponsor a 
meal for a family in need 
with children because this 
year more than ever , fam-
ilies need our help.”

For $199 residents can 
sponsor a meal as well as 
a gift for each child in an 
Eastie family. 

The food and gift will 
be delivered on Christmas 
Eve day and includes sal-
ad, a pasta dish, eggplant 
Parmesan, spiral ham or 
steak and veggies, rolls 
and butter as well as hol-
iday cookies. 

“If you’d like to sponsor 
a meal and gift for a fami-
ly you can call us today for 
details at 617-567-0058, 
text us at 617-719-8709 or 
email us at  sammycarlos-
delicatering@gmail,” said 
Scire. 

Over at the Boys & 
Girls Club, Triant called 
Scire’s idea ‘amazing’. 

“Stevie (Scire) thought 
of this and asked me if 
we had families who 
could benefit,” said Tri-
ant. “As we all know the 
need for food and the fi-
nancial strain on families 
is greater now than ever 
before.   I think the suc-
cess of an initiative such 
as this speaks volumes to 
the respectability of the 
people and the organiza-

tions that are involved.  
Stevie and his family have 
been such generous East 
Boston business owners 
for so long that people al-
ways want to be involved 
in anything that Stevie 
stands behind.   They are 
such generous and kind 
people.”

Triant said the Boys 
& Girls Club is beyond 
grateful for all that Carlo’s 
Catering has done over the 
years to help the Salesian. 

“For more than 75 years 
we have been a place that 
serves our community and 
provides affordable op-
portunities to everyone, 
especially the families 
and children that need us 
most,” said Triant. “It is 
always a privilege to help 
others, but to do so during 
the Holiday Season makes 
it even more special.   A 
huge thank you to Stevie 
and his family on behalf 
of all of us here at Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club.”

Carlo’s //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs
Now through February, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

By John Lynds

A Colombian national 
caught last year traffick-
ing cocaine in East Bos-
ton was sentenced to five 
years in prison by a feder-
al judge last week. 

Ricardo Lopera-Artea-
ga, 59, was sentenced by 
the U.S. District Court 
Judge F. Dennis Saylor IV 
to five years in prison and 
four years of supervised 
release. Lopera-Arteaga 
will be subject to depor-
tation proceedings upon 
completion of his sen-
tence. 

In August 2020, Lop-
era-Arteaga pleaded guilty 
to one count of conspiracy 
to distribute and possess 
with intent to distribute 

500 grams or more of co-
caine, one count of posses-
sion with intent to distrib-
ute 500 grams or more of 
cocaine and one count of 
unlawful reentry of a de-
ported alien. He has been 
in federal custody since 
his arrest on Oct. 9, 2019 
with co-defendant Diego 
Sanchez, 34, who pleaded 
guilty to similar charges 
and was sentenced to 27 
months in prison.

According to court doc-
uments, Sanchez engaged 
in two sales of cocaine to 
a cooperating witness on 
Sept. 10 and 27, 2019 in 
East Boston. Sanchez and 
Lopera-Arteaga also con-
spired together to sell one 
kilogram of cocaine to that 

same cooperating witness. 
On Oct. 9, 2019, law en-

forcement agents observed 
both men meet and walk 
together towards a spot 
in Eastie arranged for the 
drug transaction. Agents 
arrested both men a short 
time later and seized one 
kilogram of cocaine from 
Lopera-Arteaga.

This case is part of an 
Organized Crime Drug 
Enforcement Task Forc-
es (OCDETF) operation. 
OCDETF identifies, dis-
rupts, and dismantles the 
highest-level criminal or-
ganizations that threaten 
the United States using 
a prosecutor-led, intelli-
gence-driven, multi-agen-
cy approach.

Cocaine dealer sentenced to five years
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By Mayor Martin J. Walsh

Boston is a leader on 
climate action. We’re pre-
paring our communities 
for climate impacts like 
coastal flooding and heat 
waves, and we’re cutting 
the emissions that cause 
climate change to begin 
with. We’ve committed 
to becoming carbon neu-
tral by the year 2050, and 
we’ve developed a Cli-
mate Action Plan to get us 
there.

An important part of 
this work is bringing more 
clean, renewable energy 
into our city. And now, 
we’re taking another big 
step in this work with the 
rollout of our Communi-
ty Choice Electricity pro-
gram. This is our policy to 
combine the buying pow-
er of Boston’s homes and 
businesses, in order to get 
more stable and affordable 
electricity rates and bring 
more clean energy into 
our city. CCE allows the 
community to make in-
formed electricity choices, 
increases utilization of re-
newable energy, and helps 
protect vulnerable popula-
tions who are most at-risk 
from the climate crisis.

The City has been 
sending notices to resi-
dents who are enrolled 
in Eversource Basic Ser-
vice. The notice lets you 
know that you’re being 
enrolled in the clean ener-
gy program starting Feb-
ruary 1. You don’t have 
to do anything to get that 
benefit and be part of this 
program. The Communi-
ty Choice Program is an 
opt-out program, mean-
ing that customers who 
are on Eversource Basic 
Service will be automati-
cally enrolled unless they 

choose to opt-out. We’re 
also providing discounts 
for 20,000 low- income 
residents, through a solar 
energy program.

The opt-out period goes 
from December 4, 2020, 
through January 11, 2021. 
During this time, custom-
ers can opt-out by signing 
and returning a postage 
paid opt-out card received 
by mail. Customers can 
opt-in or out at any time 
without penalty, and have 
the option to “opt-up” to 
receive 100 percent re-
newable electricity. Par-
ticipation in the program 
will only change where a 
customer’s electricity is 
coming from, not how it 
is delivered to their home. 

The program will offi-
cially launch in February 
2021 and will be the larg-
est municipal aggregation 
program in New England. 
This is an opportunity for 
residents to be in better 
control of their energy 
consumption by placing 
power in the hands of the 
City rather than a com-
pany or utility. I assure 
everyone that the City of 
Boston is committed to 
moving forward with af-
fordable and stable elec-
tric rates, and we are a 
trusted resource for resi-
dents seeking information 
on their electricity options.

We are committed to 
making sure that residents 
have all the information 
they need about this pro-
gram and their options. 
Starting December 14th, 
the City of Boston’s En-
vironment Department 
will host a series of 11 
webinars for residents and 
businesses. Staff will an-
swer questions on how the 
program works, customer 
benefits, electric rates and 

renewable energy offered, 
key features, and what to 
expect over the next few 
months as the program 
launches.

I encourage everyone to 
attend one of these webi-
nars to learn more about 
how this program will 
benefit our goal to make 
Boston a more sustainable 
and resilient city. More 
information about these 
webinars, including in-
structions for registering, 
is available at Boston.gov/
community-choice-ener-
gy. 

Recently, I was named 
the Chair of the US Cli-
mate Mayors. This is an 
opportunity to highlight 
the progress we’re making 
here in Boston, and work 

with our fellow cities to 
promote climate action 
at the national level, as 
well. As cities across the 
country continue to look 
to Boston as a leader in 
this work, our Commu-
nity Choice Electricity 
program will be a key 
component of our efforts. 
I encourage all Boston 
residents to support this 
work by participating in 
this program, and continu-
ing to take climate action 
in your everyday lives. 
For more information 
about the City of Boston’s 
efforts, and about other 
steps the City is taking, 
visit Boston.gov/environ-
ment. 

Martin J. Walsh is the 
Mayor of Boston.

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mailing 

address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 
Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.
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We reserve the right to edit for length and content.
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Disappointment in expanded abortion

Guest Op-Ed

THE VIRUS IS IN OUR 
HOMES

We now are fully amidst the holiday season. Hanuk-
kah is here and the Christmas and New Year’s holiday 
week is fast-approaching.

Public health officials at all levels of government 
have been warning us for months that we must change 
our usual manner for celebrating the holidays if we are 
to have any chance of stopping the deadly spread of the 
coronavirus. 

Unfortunately however, far too many of us have been 
ignoring these warnings. Families and friends continue 
to gather for holiday celebrations as if they are com-
pletely oblivious to the existence of a pandemic. 

But consider these somber and alarming statistics re-
cently released by the state: The overwhelming num-
bers of active coronavirus clusters across Massachusetts 
between the period of Nov. 1-November 28 (coinciding 
with the Thanksgiving holiday time frame) were traced 
to households, which accounted for 9393 of the state’s 
9883 clusters and 23,756 of the 26,451 confirmed cases.

In other words, the coronavirus is being spread by 
family and household members to each other.

This transmission of the virus among household 
members is nothing new, but its prevalence is striking 
-- about 90 percent of new coronavirus cases are now 
occurring within our homes.

The arrival of vaccines is wonderful news, but until 
each of us has a “jab” (that’s what the British call get-
ting a shot) in our arms, none of us are safe and all of 
us have to assume that everyone we come into contact 
with is a carrier.

We realize that staying apart from our family mem-
bers and friends during the holidays is tough medicine -- 
but it’s the only prescription that will work to suppress 
the spread of the virus.

THANK YOU, GOV. BAKER

We’d like to take a moment to express our appre-
ciation to Gov. Charlie Baker, who has demonstrated 
incredible leadership during the past nine months of a 
crisis that is unprecedented in our state’s history.

Day-after-day, Gov. Baker has confronted a deadly 
pandemic and an economic collapse (not to mention a 
dangerous president from his own party) with a degree 
of intelligence, competence, and assuredness that is un-
matched by any governor in the country.

Massachusetts has been very fortunate to have Char-
lie Baker’s steady hand at the tiller of our ship-of-state 
during this stormy period. And (to extend the meta-
phor), although we know there are still some rough seas 
ahead, thanks to Gov. Baker’s helmsmanship, we can 
see clearing skies on the horizon.

REMEMBER THE NEEDY 

We saw a statistic the other day that was absolute-
ly mind-numbing: 18% of all Americans, and 24% of 
American children, do not have enough to eat on a daily 
basis.

We mention this because during this Christmas sea-
son, when many of us normally would be splurging on 
holiday parties, vacations, and the like, those of us who 
are fortunate enough not to fall within the 18% must 
consider how we can use our unspent resources to help 
our fellow Americans who are dealing with a situation 
that is even worse than what America faced at the height 
of the Great Depression.

Hopefully, Congress will get its act together shortly 
and provide relief for those in need. But until that hap-
pens, it is up to each of us to do what we can to assist our 
fellow citizens through donations to organizations -- of 
which there are many --  that will help to ensure that 
every American at least has enough to eat every day.

By Catholic Bishops of 

Massachusetts

The consistent teaching 
of the Catholic Church is 
that life begins at concep-
tion and ends with natu-
ral death. As the Roman 
Catholic Bishops of Mas-
sachusetts, we at all times 
hold firm to that teaching 
so as to promote the pres-
ervation of life and to cre-
ate a culture of respect for 
life as the foundation of a 
just and moral society. 

Today, we are deeply 
disappointed at the recent 

legislative action that, if 
enacted, would expand 
access to abortion in Mas-
sachusetts. The direct, 
intentional taking of a hu-
man life, regardless of the 
purpose or circumstances, 
is not morally acceptable 
and is particularly harm-
ful to the common good. 
Most troubling is the fact 
that under these provi-
sions, women will have 
greater access to late term 
abortions throughout the 
term of their pregnancy 
with no specific statutory 
requirement that a phy-

sician utilize lifesaving 
medical equipment if a 
child is born alive.

Despite our disappoint-
ment we are hopeful that 
the full legislature accepts 
the language proposed 
by the Governor to retain 
18 as the age of consent, 
as provided by the cur-
rent Massachusetts law, 
and not reduce the age to 
sixteen. Clearly, a young 
girl of age 16 needs the 
guidance and support of 
a caring adult when con-
sidering the possibility of 
a decision that will affect 

her for the rest of her life.
We remain committed 

to life and pray for the 
end to all abortions.  Our 
society is best served by 
the protection of every 
person’s life, including 
those waiting to be born 
and those approaching 
natural death.  We pledge 
ourselves to work to bring 
about a more just society 
that offers humane and 
effective alternatives for 
women facing a crisis or 
difficult pregnancy.

Boston’s Community Choice Electricity program is making us a more 
sustainable and resilient city-- here’s how you can take part in it. 

Guest Op-Ed
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CONGRATULATIONS, 
DR. WALENSKY

To the Editor:
On behalf of the entire 

Mass General family and 
with enormous pride and 
admiration, we congrat-
ulate Rochelle P. Wal-
ensky, MD, MPH, chief 
of Infectious Diseases at 
Mass General, on her ap-
pointment as director of 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC). President-Elect 
Joseph Biden and Vice 
President-Elect Kama-
la Harris yesterday an-
nounced the members of 
the leadership team who 
will be shaping, oversee-
ing, improving and ensur-
ing the health, well-being 
and safety of our nation. 
Dr. Walensky will be an 
integral part of this na-
tional health executive 
team, whose first and most 
pressing challenge will 
be directing and imple-
menting the United States’ 
response to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic.

A Professor of Medi-
cine at Harvard Medical 
School and the Steve and 
Deborah Gorlin MGH 
Research Scholar 2015-
2020, Dr. Walensky is an 
inspired choice for this top 
public health role. She is 
an accomplished clinician, 
scientist and educator who 
will bring creativity and 
boldness, wisdom and 
compassion to her new 
role. Committed to equity 
and fairness, Dr. Walensky 
has been a relentless advo-
cate for ensuring that the 
highest quality healthcare 
is accessible and available 
to underserved communi-
ties, a priority that has de-
fined her leadership in the 
Mass General Division of 
Infectious Diseases. 

For the past 10 months, 

Dr. Walensky has been 
leading and supporting 
staff in her division as they 
battle against COVID-19. 
She has played a critical 
role advising Mass Gen-
eral and the Mass Gener-
al Brigham system in all 
aspects of understanding, 
controlling, treating and 
preventing the virus. At 
the state level, she has 
served on Gov. Baker’s 
COVID-19 Advisory 
Board, shaping key de-
cisions and actions. She 
also has helped both the 
medical community and 
the public sort through 
changing guidelines and 
conflicting information, 
co-authoring more than a 
dozen COVID-related pa-
pers, organizing infectious 
disease leaders across 
Boston to publish a series 
of important op-ed pieces, 
and reaching millions as a 
medical analyst on CNN.

Dr. Walensky is in-
ternationally recognized 
for her work in the field 
of HIV/AIDS. She has 
pushed U.S. and global 
policy toward routine HIV 
screening and promoted 
the idea of HIV treatment 
as prevention. As the first 
investigator to assess the 
survival benefits of AIDS 
treatment, Dr. Walensky, 
through her fierce advo-
cacy, helped increase in-
vestment in research and 
treatment. She is a past 
chair of the National Insti-
tutes of Health’s Office of 
AIDS Research Advisory 
Council.

When she takes the reins 
of the CDC this January, 
Dr. Walensky will lead a 
federal agency responsible 
for protecting and guiding 
the nation’s public health 
and safety. Headquar-
tered in Atlanta, the CDC 
is part of the Department 
of Health and Human 

Services, with more than 
10,000 employees and a 
budget of approximate-
ly $12 billion. The CDC 
coordinates, supports and 
funds a vast range of pro-
grams including immuni-
zation, HIV/AIDS, emerg-
ing infectious diseases, 
environmental health, 
disease prevention, inju-
ry prevention, and public 
health preparedness and 
response.

Dr. Walensky holds 
an undergraduate degree 
from Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis, a medical 
degree from Johns Hop-
kins School of Medicine, 
and a master’s in public 
health from the Harvard 
School of Public Health. 
She trained in internal 
medicine at Hopkins and 
in infectious diseases in 
the MGH/BWH combined 
fellowship program. She 
and her husband, Loren 
Walensky, MD, PhD, a 
physician-scientist at Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute 
and Boston Children’s 
Hospital, are the parents 
of three sons.

In Dr. Walensky, the 
new administration has 
chosen a fearless, bril-
liant and compassionate 
ally who will give her all 
to protect and advance the 
health of our nation — 
just as she has done for 
patients, colleagues and 
the community at Mass 
General. 

Peter L. Slavin, MD 
Mass General Presi-

dent 
Timothy G. Ferris, 

MD 
Mass General Physi-

cians Organization CEO 
Katrina Armstrong, 

MD 
Chief, Department of 

Medicine

LETTER to the Editor

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, wedding 
and birth announcements, news releases, business and education 
briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be 
forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  

Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  
We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos 

to deb@reverejournal.com
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SALE PENDING

SOLD

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.569.6044      CENTURY21MARIO.COM 

123 FALCON ST #4 EAST BOSTON
Reduced! Modern 2BR & 2.5BA 

townhouse with 2 CAR PARKING!  
Three levels of living plus private yard.  

$564,900 | #123F

301 SARATOGA ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Luxury 2BR/2BA condo.  Private 

outdoor space.  Master Bedroom with 
en-suite.  Steps to Airport T, Bremen 

Street Park, and Restaurants.  
$589,900 | #301S

50 PUTNAM ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Last unit left in this stunning Eagle Hill 

condominium conversion.  Modern 
amenities include NEST, quartz coun-

ters, and Central Air.  
$429,900 | #50P

36 LAMBERT STREET REVERE
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2

4+ Bedroom home over two 
levels of living space.  Brand 

new kitchen with granite 
counters stainless steel appli-
ances and hardwood floors.  

Open concept kitchen/
dining/living.  Finished lower 

level and garage parking too! $484,900

73 BROADWAY #2 CHELSEA 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Brand new renovation com-
pleted at this stunning 2BR 
& 2BA bi-level unit!  All the 

modern amenities you could 
want  (A/C, Quartz Counters, 

SS Appliances, and more).  
Private deck in waterfront loca-

tion.  $474,900 | #73B

477 MERIDIAN ST – EAST BOSTON  
Eagle Hill Three family with overlooking the 

Mystic River, Marina, and Tobin.  Penthouse unit 
was recently renovated.  Excellent investment 

opportunity.  Call for details  $999,900 | #477M

890 WINTHROP AVE #2 - REVERE 
Updated Two Bedroom, One Bath 

Condo with additional loft space in the 
Former St. Paul Episcopal Church

Granite Counters, H/W Floors - Incred-
ible Architectural Detail and Charm  

$429,900 | #890W

115 NAHANT ST #5 – LYNN
2 Bedroom condo with stunning water 
views!  Many recent updates include 

granite counters, SS appliances, H/W 
floors, and new windows plus private 

garage!  $232,000 | #115N

18 LINDEN STREET SOUTH BOSTON 
OPEN HOUSES SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12-2Telegraph Hill Single 

family that is beautifully 
renovated with 4 levels of 
living space overlooking 

Thomas Park.  
$979,900 | #18L

19-21 CLARK STREET MALDEN 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Excellent investment opportu-
nity!  3 bedrooms in each unit 
with tons of off-street parking.  
Great rental potentials.  Don’t 
miss out.  $739,900 | #19C

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT
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MARIO REAL ESTATE

SELLERS
Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!
www.century21mario.com
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACESGeneral and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children
370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4
Police News 16
Sports 11
Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS
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MARIO REAL ESTATE

SELLERS
Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!
www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla EspanolFalo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 18th , 2019 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
CLOSED

Monday, February 18th

in observance of
President’s Day

By John Lynds

At Monday night’s Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) meeting, former 
longtime JPNA  Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani was honored 
by Mayor Martin Walsh, City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards, 
Rep. Adrian Madaro and the 
JPNA board. 

Walsh, along with JPNA 
Chair Mary Cole, presented 
Scalfani, one of the longest 
continuously serving mem-
bers of any East Boston com-
munity group board, with a 
golden gavel. 

“I just want to honor Re-

nee (Scalfani) who served as 
co-chair of the JPNA for the 
past 10 years,” said Walsh. 
“It is with great appreciation 
that we honor someone with 
her heart and soul who was 
truly the “Mayor” of Jeffries 
Point.”

As the neighborhood’s no-
table community groups like 
JPNA and Orient Heights 
have been taken over by new 
blood and newer community 
groups like Harbor View have 
emerged, Scalfani remained a 
fixture in Eastie’s community 
process for as long as anyone 
can remember. 

Longtime JPNA Co-Chair Renee Scalfani (third from right) honored by Mayor Martin Walsh, the JPNA board and Eastie’s elected officials during Monday night’s meeting. From left, Steve Gringas from Rep. Madaro’s office, JPNA’s Cindy Baxter, JPNA’s Dan Bailey, City Councilor Lydia Edwards, Renee Scalfani and JPNA’s Mary Cole. 

Former JPNA Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani honored

By John Lynds

Environmentalists, activ-
ists, residents and elected 
officials on both sides of the 
Chelsea Creek are standing in 
solidarity in firm opposition 
against Eversource’s plan to 
place a substation at the City 
Yards in East Boston along 
the Chelsea Creek. 

Last week in Eastie, the 
state’s Energy Facility Siting 
Board (EFSB) held a pub-
lic meeting to discuss Ever-
source’s Notice of Project 
Change that moves the pro-
posed substation from the 

eastern corner of the City 
Yards in East Eagle Square 
to the western corner. The 
original location on the east-
ern portion of the city-owned 
parcel was approved by the 
EFSB last year. 

In its Notice of Project 
Change Eversource seeks ap-
proval to move the Substation 
190 feet to the western side of 
the City Yards lot. The scope 
of the upcoming meeting is 
limited to Eversource’s pro-
posed relocation of the sub-
station from its current site 
on the eastern side of the city 
parcel to its new proposed lo-
cation. 

Eversource said the two 
115-kV transmission lines 
that would connect to the sub-
station would no longer be 
routed along Condor and East 
Eagle streets if the substation 
is placed in the western por-
tion of the parcel. 

Local environmentalists 
from Eastie and Chelsea have 
called on the EFSB to explore 
alternatives to placing Ever-

source’s proposed substation 
along the Chelsea Creek. 

For two years, local en-
vironmentalists on the East-
ie and Chelsea sides of the 
Creek have launched a visual, 
media and talking campaign 
against Eversource’s plans 
to place the substation at the 
City Yards in Eagle Square.

At the meeting, U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Pressley, 
who represents both East Bos-
ton and Chelsea, sent a video 
testimony from her office in 
Washington, D.C. 

“I’m your sister in solidari-
ty,” said Pressley. “This at its 
best is poor urban planning 
and at its worst an injustice. It 
is unconscionable that a com-
munity already overburdened 
with environmental injustices 
would be put in harm’s way 
and have those existing health 
hazards exacerbated. The 
community should be a part 
of planning and I know when 
we organize we win and this 

East Boston, Chelsea stand in solidarity 
over proposed Eversource Substation

(Top and left) Ac-
tivists from Chelsea 
and East Boston 
stood in solidarity 
with one another 
Tuesday night to 
oppose the pro-
posed Eversource 
Substation along 
the Chelsea Creek 

See JPNA Page 3

See EVERSOURCE Page2

Community 
participation 
urged in Suffolk 
Downs public 
comment period 

By John Lynds

Last week the owners of 
the Suffolk Downs site, HYM 
Investment Group, LLC, 
released its Planned Devel-
opment Area Master Plan 
(PDA).  This started that a 
90-day public comment peri-
od that City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards is urging East Bos-
ton residents to submit their 
comments. 

In its filing, HYM propos-
es approximately 10.5 million 
square feet of development on 
the approximately 109 acres 
of the Suffolk Downs site in 
the City of Boston. The multi-
phased proposal will include 
development of a new mixed-
use neighborhood, a 40-acre 
publicly accessible open 
space system, and two retail 
squares at Suffolk Downs and 
Beachmont MBTA stations. 

The initial project phase 
will include approximately 
1.39 million square feet of de-
velopment consisting 520,000 
square feet of corporate use 
and amenity space, three 
residential buildings, and a 
portion of the townhomes 
proposed along Waldemar Av-
enue totaling more than 800 
housing units. Phase I also in-
See SUFFOLK DOWNS Page 5

By John Lynds 

Mayor Martin Walsh made 
a surprise visit to Monday 
night’s Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association (JPNA) 
meeting to update residents 
on some city issues and have 
an informal conversation with 
residents here. 

“I was sitting in my office 
when I made the decision to 
get back out to civic associ-
ations in the city and talk to 
people about the issues,” said 
Walsh. “By nature, admin-
istrations go from outward 
looking to inward looking so 
I realized I wanted to get back 
out and hear from residents 
instead of relying solely on 

neighborhood coordinators 
and other staff. I’m here to 
talk about whatever you want 
to talk about.”

Walsh said when he was 
campaigning for Mayor of 
Boston in 2013 he constantly 
heard that aside from a few 
waterfront development proj-
ects, nothing much was going 
on to improve housing and 
the economy of the neighbor-
hood. 

“Now fast forward to today 
and now I hear there is too 
much development going on,” 
said Walsh. “East Boston has 
become one of those neigh-
borhoods that people want to 

Mayor Walsh stops by community 
meeting for informal chat with residents

Here to Talk

See WALSH Page 5
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A recent  national sur-
vey commissioned by the 
American Hotel & Lodg-
ing Association (AHLA) 
shows that nearly two-
thirds (69 percent) of 
Americans will not travel 
for Christmas. With a new 
surge in COVID-19 cas-
es, the CDC recommend-
ing that Americans do not 
travel over the holiday 
season and new stay-at-
home orders in place in 
states across the country, 
the holiday season will 
compound the challenges 
already facing the hotel 
industry during this public 
health crisis.

“We understand the 
importance of following 
CDC guidelines to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19 
and support the govern-
ment’s actions. However, 
with the dramatic decline 
in travel, hotels will face 
a harsh winter through 
no fault of our own. The 
hotel industry needs aid 
to survive until travel 
demand returns. Given 
this current environment, 

Congress cannot nor 
should not contemplate 
recess until a relief bill is 
passed now,” said  Chip 
Rogers, President and 
CEO of AHLA. “Millions 
of Americans are out of 
work, and thousands of 
small businesses are strug-
gling to keep their doors 
open. We cannot afford to 
wait until the next Con-
gress is sworn in for relief. 
We need help now.”

The survey of 2,200 
adults was conducted Nov. 
2-4 by Morning Consult 
on behalf of AHLA. Key 
findings of the survey in-
clude the following:

•74 percent  of those 
traveling overnight for 
Christmas report they 
will stay with a family or 
friend.

•Only  three in 10 (32 
percent) respondents have 
taken an overnight vaca-
tion or leisure trip since 
March.

•Looking ahead to next 
year, 24 percent are likely 
to travel for spring break

• 44 percent  say their 

next hotel stay for vaca-
tion or leisure travel will 
be a year or more from 
now or they have no plans 
to stay in a hotel

• Business travel has 
been even more  impacted 
as only 8 percent of Amer-
icans say they have taken 
an overnight business trip 
since March

• Only  8 percent  of all 
adults expect to travel for 
business within the next 
six months

• 62 percent  of em-
ployed Americans have no 
plans to stay in a hotel for 
business

The hotel industry is 
facing record job loss if 
Congress does not provide 
relief. Every hour Con-
gress doesn’t act hotels 
lose 400 jobs, with up to 
3 million permanent jobs 
lost.  Seventy-one percent 
of hotels will not be able 
to last another six months 
without immediate assis-
tance according to a recent 
AHLA survey of hotel 
owners and operators.

New survey data show 
only 15 percent of Amer-
icans believe a return to 
normal life is possible 
without a vaccine, a broad 
and bipartisan acceptance 
that policy makers should 
capitalize on. 

The public opinion 
survey conducted by Sci-
enceCounts, a non-profit 
whose mission is to pro-
mote public awareness 
and support for science, 
was conducted the week 
leading up to Thanksgiv-
ing attempting to under-
stand the public’s feelings 
on the COVID-19 pan-
demic and willingness to 
vaccinate.

While an assumed nar-
rative exists that an indi-
vidual’s views on the se-
riousness of COVID-19, 
and necessity of a vaccine 
are bitterly partisan issues, 
the ScienceCounts survey 
indicates that conserva-
tives, liberals, moderates, 
and notably black-non-
hispanics alike view the 
pandemic as serious and 

will take the vaccine even 
if social distancing and 
other disease transmission 
preventatives are neces-
sary for a time after vac-
cination.

Some key takeaways 
from the survey include:

•84 percent of survey 
respondents believe that 
a vaccine is the path to 
returning to normal with 
only 7 percent liberals / 
16 percent moderates / 20 
percent conservatives dis-
agreeing.

•53 percent of survey 
respondents are likely to 
get vaccinated once a vac-
cine is available, one in 
five are undecided at this 
time with Black Ameri-
can’s making up the plu-
rality of undecideds.

•Willingness to get vac-
cinated is unaffected by 
the possibility that mask 
wearing, and social dis-
tancing could remain nec-
essary for the foreseeable 
future.

“We must recognize, 
contrary to political pun-

ditry, the majority of 
Americans are ready to 
do what is necessary to 
get COVID-19 under con-
trol,” said ScienceCounts 
Executive Director Chris 
Volpe.   “While clear dif-
ferences exist when you 
look at a person’s political 
philosophy, our data tell 
us that the clear majority 
of American understand 
the pandemic is serious 
and understand taking the 
vaccine is the best chance 
we have at returning to 
normalcy.

“Public health and pub-
lic policy leaders should 
recognize this and devel-
op a COVID vaccination 
response plan that is ready 
for the silent majority of 
Americans – including 
Black Americans - to be 
vaccinated,” he continued. 
“Our unique data tell us 
that American’s are ready, 
willing and able to be vac-
cinated at levels not fully 
appreciated.”

Most Americans will not travel for Christmas

Americans are ready to be vaccinated
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COVID-19 Testing
Safe, fast, easy, free

EBNHC provides walk-thru COVID-19 
testing to anyone who wants to be tested, 

six days a week at 79 Paris Street.  

Pre-registration required:  
Call 617-569-5800.

Monday-Friday: 8am-11:30am and 1pm-4:30pm
Saturday: 10am-1:30pm

Visit ebnhc.org/covid19 for other testing sites around Boston

COVID-19 Testing
Safe, fast, easy, free

EBNHC provides walk-thru COVID-19 
testing to anyone who wants to be tested, 

six days a week at 79 Paris Street.  

Pre-registration required:  
Call 617-569-5800.

Monday-Friday: 8am-11:30am and 1pm-4:30pm
Saturday: 10am-1:30pm

Visit ebnhc.org/covid19 for other testing sites around Boston

Join Us in sharing 
photos of your Furry 

Friends in their
Christmas best!

Please text or email 
your photos to 

promo@reverejournal.com
Please include which paper you want 

to be published in & the name(s) of 
individuals pictured

✶

But the Holiday But the Holiday 
Spirit is alive & well!Spirit is alive & well!

Published in the East Boston Times, Revere Journal, Everett Independent, Chelsea Record, 
Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn Journal and Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT

PHOTOS TO
BE PUBLISHEDFRI. DEC. 18th WEDS. DEC. 23rd

Jolly Old Saint Nick won’t be 
making any appearances for 
photos this year

The Massachusetts 
Port Authority (Massport) 
is pleased to announce 
a successful turnout for 
this year’s Winter Coat 
Drive. More than 70 em-
ployees donated their time 
and money to purchase 
40 coats and other winter 
accessories and deliver 
them to Crossroads Fam-
ily Center in East Boston 
and Condon Community 
Center in South Boston.

“We are so proud of 
the support and generosi-
ty shown by the employ-
ees here at Massport,” 
said Massport Director 
of Community Relations 

and Government Affairs 
Alaina Coppola. “During 
these tough times, it is 
crucial that we look out 
for our neighbors. The 
coats, gloves and other 
winter accessories we pro-
vided will not only keep 
these children warm but 
also provide relief to their 
families during this holi-
day season.”

Massport delivered 20 
coats, gloves and hats to 
children at Crossroads 
Family Center and an-
other 20 coats and winter 
accessories to children at 
Condon Community Cen-
ter. The children range in 

age from two to 17 years 
old.

“We are thankful for 
our partnership with 
Massport and being able 
to work with them again 
on this year’s Winter 
Coat Drive,” said Shakira 
Floyd, Program Coordina-
tor at Crossroads Family 
Center. “During these hard 
economic times, these do-
nations will allow families 
to dedicate their resources 
to other important needs.”

“Thank you to Mass-
port for the incredible do-
nation of coats and winter 
items for our most vulner-
able families here in South 

Boston,” said Barbara 
Kelly, Program Supervi-
sor at Condon Community 
Center. “As we approach 
winter, being able to pro-
vide the basic need of a 
warm winter coat is more 
important than ever.”

The Massachusetts Port 
Authority owns and oper-
ates Boston Logan Inter-
national Airport, public 
terminals in the Port of 
Boston, Hanscom Field, 
and Worcester Regional 
Airport. For more infor-
mation, please visit mass-
port.com.

By John Lynds 

The COVID-19 surge 
across Boston is continu-
ing and Mayor Martin 
Walsh said the city is fo-
cusing its efforts on neigh-
borhoods like East Boston 
that have a high volume of 
community spread ahead 
of the Christmas holiday. 

According to the latest 
data released by the Bos-
ton Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC), Eastie 
residents testing positive 
for COVID last week in-
creased another 16 per-
cent and one out of every 
four residents tested were 
positive. This comes on 
the heels of a 78 percent 
increase in positive test 
results the week after the 
Thanksgiving holiday. . 

Last Friday, 26,928 
Eastie residents were test-
ed for COVID and 25.4 
percent were found to be 
positive for the virus, a 16 
percent increase from the 
21.9 percent reported two 
Fridays ago. Eastie again 
has the highest positive 
test rate in all of Boston. 

Overall since the pan-
demic began 15 percent of 
Eastie residents here have 
been found to be positive. 

The citywide positive 
test increased 45 percent 
last week and went from 
11.9 percent of Boston res-
idents testing positive for 
the virus to 17.3  percent. 

On Monday, Mayor 
Walsh and Gov. Charlie 
Baker announced new 
state-wide restrictions for 
the city and state. In an 
effort to reduce the further 

spread of COVID and its 
impact on Boston’s health 
care system and essential 
services, Walsh said start-
ing Wednesday Boston 
will return back to a mod-
ified Phase Two, Step Two 
of the Reopening Massa-
chusetts plan. The 

“Unfortunately, we are 
at the point where we need 
to take stronger action to 
control COVID-19 in Bos-
ton, and urgently, to ensure 
our health care workers 
have the capacity to care 
for everyone in need,” said 
Walsh. “We are hopeful 
that by reducing oppor-
tunities for transmission 
throughout the region, we 
will reduce the spread of 
this deadly virus and main-
tain our ability to keep 
critical services open. We 
continue to urge everyone 
to take personal responsi-
bility and follow the pub-
lic health guidelines while 
visiting any public space 
or business, and employ-
ers to allow their employ-
ees to work from home as 
much as possible. Togeth-

er, we will be able to get 
this virus under control, 
save lives, and ultimately 
come back stronger.” 

Returning to a modified 
Phase Two, Step Two re-
quires the closure of cer-
tain businesses that were 
allowed to open during 
the Phase Three reopening 
plan. Gatherings in private 
and public settings are re-
quired to have no more 
than 10 people for indoor 
settings and 25 people for 
outdoor settings. 

The following indus-
tries in the City of Boston 
are required to close start-
ing Wednesday, December 
16 for at least three weeks: 

• Indoor fitness centers 
and health clubs, includ-
ing gyms using alternative 
spaces. One-on-one per-
sonal training sessions are 
allowed.

• Movie theaters
• Museums
• Aquariums
• Indoor recreational 

and athletic facilities (ex-
cept for youth 18 and un-
der)

• This does not apply to 
collegiate or professional 
sports. Collegiate sports 
teams in the City of Bos-
ton may continue to use 
indoor recreational facili-
ties and fitness centers.

• Indoor pools may re-
main open for all ages un-
der pre-registration format 
structure limited to one 
person per swim lane. 

• Indoor recreational 
venues with potential for 
low-contact (batting cases, 
driving ranges, bowling 
alleys, rock-climbing) 

• Sightseeing and other 
organized tours (bus tours, 
duck tours, harbor cruises, 
whale watching)

• Indoor historical spac-
es & sites 

• Indoor event spac-
es (meeting rooms, ball-
rooms, private party 
rooms, social clubs)

• Private social clubs 
may continue to operate, if 
they serve food, consistent 
with restaurant guidance.

• Indoor and outdoor 
gaming arcades associated 
with gaming devices

Walsh said bars and 
restaurants may remain 
open with bar seating re-
strictions and a strictly en-
forced 90-minute seating 
limit. 

“Right now, we need to 
use every tool in our pub-
lic health and healthcare 
toolboxes to mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19,” 
said   East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
President and CEO Manny 
Lopes. “The vaccine is the 
light at the end of the tun-

nel, but just because help is 
on the way does not mean 
the fight is over. For ten 
months, Mayor Walsh and 
his team have followed the 
data and acted in the best 
interest of the residents of 
the City of Boston. I ap-
plaud him for continuing 
this strategy and look for-
ward to mobilizing in sup-
port of our shared battle 
against COVID-19.”

Eastie’s infection rate 
rose by eight percent ac-
cording to the data re-
leased by the BPHC last 
Friday. Eastie’s COVID 
infection rate went from 
814.6 cases per 10,000 
residents to 880.3 cases 
per 10,000 residents. The 
citywide average is 464.3 
cases per 10,000 residents 
and Eastie still has the 
highest infection rates in 

all of Boston. 
An additional 308 East-

ie residents contracted 
the virus with 4,131 con-
firmed cases, up from the 
3,823 reported two weeks 
ago. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the number 
of cases and infection rates 
in each neighborhood. It 
also breaks down the num-
ber of cases by age, gender 
and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
nearly 10 percent  percent 
last week and went from 
30,342 cases to 33,323 in 
a week. Twenty more Bos-
ton residents died from the 
virus and there are now 
953 total deaths in the city 
from COVID.

COVID still on the rise in Eastie
Walsh announces new citywide restrictions to start Dec. 16

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats 
by neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID 
testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 

Pictured L-R Shakira Floyd, Program Coordinator, Cross-
roads Family Center & Audrey Nagle, Manager of Charita-
ble Giving Programs, Massport.

Massport’s Winter Coat Drive benefits children in East Boston and South Boston

Mayor Martin Walsh announcing the new state-wide re-
strictions for the city and state.
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Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17TH, THROUGH THURSDAY DECEMBER 24TH, 2020

Gold Medal Flour 5lb bag .................. 2/$4.00
(ex organic)

Campbell's Gravy ............................10/$10.00
Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice 64oz .2/$5.00
Ronzoni Pasta .................................10/$10.00

(excludes gluten free, super green & garden veggie)

Classico Pasta Sauce ........................ 2/$3.00
Kitchen Basics Stocks ..................... 2/$4.00
Tuttorosso Canned Tomatoes .....10/$10.00
Green Giant Canned Vegetables ..... 3/$2.00

(ex 3-bean & asparagus)
Starbucks K-Cups .................................. $6.99 
Heinz Gravies ...................................... 2/$3.00
Stove Top Stuffing ............................. 2/$3.00
Betty Crocker Frosting ..................... 2/$3.00
Betty Crocker Cake Mixes .................4/$5.00
Ocean Spray Cranberry Sauce ......... 2/$3.00
Vlasic Pickles ...................................... 2/$4.00
Progresso Bread Crumbs ..................4/$5.00
Cool Whip .........................................10/$10.00
Green Giant Steamers .................10/$10.00
Pepperidge Farm Layer Cakes .......... 2/$6.00
Lenders Bagels ................................... 2/$3.00
Birds Eye Steam Fresh Vegetables 2/$4.00
Southland Squash and Turnip .......... 2/$4.00
Maria Cavatelli .....................................4/$5.00
Cracker Barrel Cheese ........................2/$5.00
Tropicana Orange Juice 52oz ...........2/$5.00
Land O Lakes Butter Quarters ........ 2/$6.00
Pillsbury Cinnamon Rolls ................... 2/$4.00
Pillsbury Cookies .................................2/$5.00
Pillsbury Pie Crust ..............................2/$5.00
Dragone Ricotta 2lb ............................... $3.99
Hood Sour Cream 16oz .................... 2/$3.00

Krakus Imported Polish Ham ............ $6.99/lb
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad .............. $6.99/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef ..........................$7.99/lb
Best Yet Corned Beef ....................... $6.99/lb
Great Lakes American Cheese ........ $3.99/lb
Best Yet Oven Roasted Turkey Breast $5.99/lb
Our Own In Store Antipasto Salad ..$6.49/lb

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Produce
Tropical Golden Large Pineapples ......... $2.99 
California Halo Clementines 3lb bag .....$4.99
Natures Finest All Purpose 
Russet Potatoes  5 lb bag ................ 2/$5.00
North Carolina Sweet Golden Yams ... 89¢/lb
Dole Fresh Celery Hearts .................. 2/$4.00
Fresh Italian Parsley ....................................79¢ 
Ocean Spray Fresh Cranberries12 oz bag ......$1.99 
California Sweet and Crunchy Premium 
Seedless Grapes .............................................$1.99/lb
Butternut Squash .................................. 69¢/lb

Bakery
Variety Cheescake ...............................$14.99 
Cannoli Chip & Dip Platter .................. $12.99 
Chocolate Cream Pie ............................... $7.99 
Banana Cream Pie ................................... $7.99 
 Coconut Cream Pie ................................. $7.99 
Blueberry Scones 2 pk ...........................$1.99 
Cinnamon Chip Scones  2pk ..................$1.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Grade A Boneless Chicken Breast . $1.99/lb 
Carando Half Spiral Ham .................. $3.39/lb 
Cooks Half Spiral Hams ...................$2.99/lb 
Bone-In Prime Rib Roast ............... $10.99/lb
Boneless Beef Tenderloin ..............$19.99/lb 
Bone-In Center Cut Pork Roast ...... $1.99/lb 
Grade A Roasting Chickens .............$1.49/lb 
Best Yet Medium Size Shrimp Ring 31-40 ct .. 9.99
Kayem Kielbasa ................................. 2/$8.00
Bob Evans Side Dishes ......................2/$7.00

Family Pack Specials

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning 
and Development Agency 
(BPDA) announced that 
it is now accepting appli-
cations for approximately 
$49,000 of community 
benefits funding, which 
was secured through the 
Article 80 process for the 
Hodge Boiler Works proj-
ect under construction at 
99 Sumner St. 

“Funding will be priori-
tized for applicants whose 
services benefit local resi-
dents, with an emphasis on 
residents of East Boston,” 
said BPDA Director of 
Communications Bonnie 
McGilpin. “To be eligible 
for this community benefit 
funding, an applicant must 
be a non-profit operating 
in Massachusetts and/or 
an organization that has 
identified a local non-prof-
it as its fiscal agent. All 
awards will be subject to 

BPDA Board approval.”
In 2017 the BPDA ap-

proved a ‘Notice of Proj-
ect Change’ for the Hodge 
Boiler Works waterfront 
development project. 

When the site was 
owned by the DeNor-
mandie Companies a 
few years ago, the group 
pitched a scaled down ver-
sion of their original plan 
to build an 8-story, 119 
unit residential complex. 
DeNormandie decided to 
build a 5-story, 95 units 
building that is 80,000 sq. 
ft. less than the original 
design.

The Davis Companies 
recently scooped up the 
property and reverted 
back to the original plan of 
building 119 condo units. 
The Davis Companies will 
also pay into the BPDA’s 
fund to create affordable 
housing units off site to 
the tune of $2.19 million. 

According to the Davis 
Companies and the BPDA 
filing, the project that is 
under construction will re-
sult in a six story, 125,678 
sq. ft.. mixed-use develop-
ment. 

Aside from the 119-con-
do units there will be a 
7,200 sq. ft. public facility. 
The project also calls for 
83 off-street parking spac-
es, 119 bicycle storage 
spaces within the building 
for residents and 28 exte-
rior bicycle storage spaces 
to be made available for 
the general public, visi-
tors, and residents. 

Approximately 35,750 
square feet of the project 
site will be used as pub-
lic open space that will 
include one of the last 
links missing from the 
East Boston Harborwalk. 
This missing link will fi-
nally connect the Charlton 
Wharf site with Lopresti 

Park. With Clippership 
Wharf, Portside at Pier 
One and the Boston East 
Site completed, the Har-
borwalk will be one con-
tinuous path that extends 
from the Hyatt Logan 

Airport Hotel all the way 
to the Boston East Site on 
Border Street. 

McGilpin said interest-
ed and eligible applicants 
for the community fund 
are encouraged to apply 

by Thursday, January 12, 
2021 at 5:00 PM.

The application link can 
be found at http://www.
bostonplans.org/getat-
tachment/c67ad2ea-d912-
4e50-ac7e-c678d7d9de0c. 

BPDA opens applications for $49,000 of community benefits fund

An artist rendering of the Hodge Boiler Works waterfront development project. The BPDA 
announced this week that it is now accepting applications for approximately $49,000 of 
community benefits funding attached to the project.

challenge this year and it 
seemed the entire program 
was operating in those last 
lines of Gatsby. 

“We went from a 1:6 
staff to student ratio to 
1:2 and many of our usu-
al routines went out the 
window,” said DeFronzo. 
“Our staff did it all with 
grace because one thing 
you’ll find in every Piers 
Park Sailor is the ability to 
adapt and persevere.”

The Sailing Center had 
45 instructors on staff this 
summer with 26 teen in-
structor trainees.  

“We had 180 Harbor 
Explorers and 140 Sci-
ence of Sailing students 
this past summer as well,” 
said DeFronzo. “That’s a 
community of 391, where 
in a normal year we would 
have more than 2,000.”

Now into the cold sea-
son PPSC is getting ready 
to run an in-person learn-
ing pod for high need stu-

dents in partnership with 
Maverick Landing Com-
munity Services. This will 
allow students who are at 
home learning remotely 
to get the extra help they 
may need through the 
learning pod.

However, all this comes 
with a cost, and DeFron-
zo is hoping for addition-
al community support as 
the pandemic continues to 
rage in Boston. 

“Even though that’s less 
than 20 percent of the en-
rollment of a normal year, 
our youth program cost 
more to operate in 2020 
than it did in 2019,” said 
DeFronzo. “We plan to 
come back strong again in 
2021. An inclusive harbor 
isn’t going to happen by 
itself – we need your help. 
Please join in and support 
what we are doing at Piers 
Park with a charitable gift 
today. Your past support 
was essential in the re-

covery and strengthening 
of our programs over the 
last four years.   Building 
an inclusive community 
on and around the harbor 
is a team effort and we are 
asking for your help.”

Donations to the Sail-
ing Center can be made 
at https://piersparksailing.
org/donate. 

“The 2020 CARES Act 
allows you to deduct up to 
$300 in charitable contri-
butions even if you don’t 
itemize your taxes,” ex-
plained DeFronzo. “If you 
do itemize, the CARES 
Act also increases limits 
on charitable deductions.”

A generous matching 
gift made by the Piers 
Park Sailing Center Board 
of Directors and by Eliz-
abeth and David Basile 
means that the first $5,000 
raised through this cam-
paign will be doubled. 

Sailers relax on a boat out in the Harbor during the Sailing Center’s summer season. The 
popular sailing program is looking for donations to help make the 2021 season even 
better than years past. 

Sailing //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

We are open 
every day until

Follow us on Facebook + Instagram 
@RobinsNestWinthrop

Shop 
Local

Shop 
Safely!

79 Jefferson St. Winthrop MA 02152
617-207-3505  |  info@robinsnestwinthrop

Seven Days of Christmas Sales 
begins December 18!

Christmas Eve
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Building on its com-
mitment to protect and 
improve water quality 
throughout Massachusetts, 
the Baker-Polito Admin-
istration has announced 
nearly $300,000 in grants 
to five multi-communi-
ty stormwater coalitions 
across the Commonwealth 
to help local cities and 
towns meet existing and 
upcoming stormwater 
management requirements. 

“The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration is committed 
to protecting water quality 
across the Commonwealth 
and these funds will make 
a real difference in the 
228 communities that will 
benefit from these proj-
ects,”  said Energy and 
Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Kathleen Theo-
harides.  “The stormwater 
collaboratives funded to-
day will share resources, 
creative ideas and water-
shed protection strategies 
that have a proven record 
of success.”

“Stormwater is a signifi-
cant source of water pollu-
tion across the state and is a 
complex issue that requires 
innovative ideas and co-
operative solutions,”  said 
Commissioner Martin 
Suuberg of the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP).  “MassDEP is 
pleased to provide funding 
that will lessen the costs of 
permit compliance locally, 
while we continue to work 
closely with communities 
and stormwater coalitions 

to provide critical technical 
assistance.”

The projects, selected by 
MassDEP, were awarded to 
the Statewide Stormwater 
Coalition, Neponset Riv-
er Watershed Association, 
Merrimack Valley Plan-
ning Commission, Charles 
River Watershed Associ-
ation, and Massachusetts 
Maritime for Buzzards Bay 
Stormwater Collaborative.

The funding awarded by 
the Baker-Polito Adminis-
tration will enable Massa-
chusetts municipalities to 
expand their efforts to meet 
Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System (MS4) per-
mit requirements and re-
duce stormwater pollution 
through coordinated part-
nerships that emphasize 
resource sharing. There 
are 260 Massachusetts 
municipalities subject to 
the current MS4 permit, 
issued jointly by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and MassDEP, 
which took effect on July 
1, 2018.   

Permit requirements 
that the MS4 communities 
must meet include the de-
velopment and implemen-
tation of a public education 
program, adopting more 
stringent local develop-
ment rules, locating and re-
moving pollutants that are 
illegally entering munic-
ipal stormwater systems, 
and installing stormwater 
management systems.

The groups receiving 
funding are:

•Statewide Stormwater 

Coalition – $75,354
The Statewide Storm-

water Coalition has de-
veloped education and 
outreach programming for 
more than 180 municipal-
ities in Massachusetts that 
satisfies one out of six min-
imum control measures of 
the 2016 MS4 permit. For 
this project, the Statewide 
Stormwater Coalition will 
expand the education cam-
paign through social media 
and YouTube advertising, 
translate video outreach 
materials to Spanish to 
reach a broader audience, 
and offer social media 
training for municipal staff 
on how to reach underrep-
resented audiences.

•Charles River Water-
shed Association (CRWA) 
– $59,771          

This project proposes 
a new collaboration with 
the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Stormwater Co-
alition to develop Phos-
phorus Control Plans for 
communities affected by 
the Lakes and Ponds and 
Charles River Phosphorus 
TMDLs. CRWA will de-
velop model Phosphorus 
Control Plan templates that 
will contain several recom-
mendations on phosphorus 
reduction crediting and by-
law updates for each of the 
54 communities included 
in the project.

Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy for Buzzards 
Bay Stormwater Collabo-
rative – $47,000       

“MS4 grants play a cru-
cial role in assisting cities 

and towns with their ef-
forts to meet stormwater 
management standards, 
and I applaud MassDEP 
for their commitment to 
supporting our munici-
palities’ ongoing work 
to protect the Common-
wealth’s water resourc-
es,” said State Senator Sal 
DiDomenico (D-Everett). 
“I am especially pleased 
that the grant awards going 
to both the Charles River 
Watershed Association and 
the Statewide Stormwater 
Coalition will reach every 
municipality in my district, 
including historically un-
derserved Environmental 
Justice communities. En-
suring that our commu-
nities have the resources 
they need to develop ef-
fective solutions and meet 
challenges will go a long 
way toward preventing 
the harmful environmental 
and public health effects of 
stormwater pollution.”

The grants are funded 
through the Common-
wealth’s  Fiscal Year 2021 
capital plan’s “MS4 Mu-
nicipal Assistance Grant 
Program.”

MassDEP is responsible 
for ensuring clean air and 
water, safe management 
and recycling of solid and 
hazardous wastes, time-
ly cleanup of hazardous 
waste sites and spills and 
the preservation of wet-
lands and coastal resourc-
es.

Boston Ballet pres-
ents  “BB@yourhome: 
The Gift,” a one-hour long 
program featuring new 
works choreographed by 
Boston Ballet Company 
dancers Paul Craig, Ch-
yrstyn Fentroy, John Lam, 
Haley Schwan, My’Kal 
Stromile, Gabriel Lore-
na (Boston Ballet II) and 
Arianna Hughlett (post 
graduate), set to Duke 
Ellington’s “Nutcracker 
Suite.” The classical grand 
pas de deux in Act II from 
Mikko Nissinen’s  “The 
Nutcracker,” performed 
by Principal Dancers Vik-
torina Kapitonova and Ti-
gran Mkrtchyan, to Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky’s music, en-
hances the program. “The 
Gift” will premiere at on 
Thursday, Dec. 17, and will 
be available until Dec. 27. 
Subscribers will receive a 
streaming link prior to the 
premiere.

“This program is noth-
ing like our tradition-
al ‘Nutcracker,’ and unlike 
anything we have ever per-
formed. Duke Ellington’s 
score adds a delightfully 
jazzy touch to the classical 
music we know and love,” 
said Artistic Director Mik-
ko Nissinen. “Paired with 
choreography from seven 
of our dancers, it will be a 
unique and fun way to cel-
ebrate the holiday season.”

Duke Ellington’s  ‘Nut-
cracker Suite’ is a jazz inter-
pretation of Tchaikovsky’s 
score of  ‘The Nutcracker.’ 
Arranged in 1960 by El-
lington and his frequent 
collaborator Billy Stray-
horn, their rendition fea-

tures nine movements. 
Ellington (1899–1974) is 
considered the greatest 
jazz composer and band-
leader of his time. He led 
his band for more than 50 
years, composed thousands 
of scores, and created one 
of the most distinctive en-
semble sounds in Western 
music. Boston’s own jazz 
aficionado Eric Jackson, 
from GBH, will introduce 
Ellington and the toe tap-
ping score.

“I consider Ellington 
to be simply one of the 
most important and iconic 
American musical voices,” 
said Boston Ballet Music 
Director Mischa Santora. 
“I think it’s fantastic we’re 
adding this really fun, so-
phisticated, and intriguing 
twist to our holiday season 
with his music, and I can’t 
wait to see the choreogra-
phy the dancers come up 
with.”

Choreographer and Prin-
cipal Dancer Paul Craig 
said, “Hearing Ellington 
and Strayhorn’s reworking 
of familiar melodies made 
reimagining ‘Nutcracker’ 
choreography so much fun. 
It has been amazing getting 
to choreograph on and with 
my pod of dancers. After 
being quarantined for al-
most six months, it really is 
a gift to all of us.”

Choreographer and So-
loist Chyrstyn Fentroy said, 
“Creating a section for The 
Gift has been a unique holi-
day-themed choreographic 
adventure. As a choreogra-
pher for this project, the fa-
miliarity of the score gives 
you a sense of comfort, but 

the subtle differences be-
tween this version and the 
original Tchaikovsky score 
allowed me to challenge 
myself to think outside of 
the ‘Nutcracker’ box and 
create something com-
pletely different and new.”

Choreographer and Prin-
cipal Dancer John Lam 
said, “It has been inspiring 
not only to create a new vi-
sual interpretation of this 
piece, but to explore the 
magnificent counterpoints 
and interplay among the 
voices in Ellington’s virtu-
osic band.”

Choreographer and Sec-
ond Soloist Haley Schwan 
said, “Duke Ellington’s 
music encapsulates the 
spirit of the holiday season 
that we so enjoy bringing 
to the people of Boston 
each year. This process has 
really been about bringing 
some magic to the end of 
2020. I hope that our joy 
of being back in the studio 
jumps through the screen 
to our audience at home.”

Choreographer and Art-
ist of the Company My’Kal 
Stromile said, “This proj-
ect has been an exciting 
challenge! I wanted to cre-
ate choreography that is 
relatable, joyful and fun, 
while honoring the history 
of the original Tchaikovsky 
score. Duke Ellington il-
lustrated his interpretation 
of  The ‘Nutcracker’  in 
1960, 68 years after the 
original, making the music 
feel very modern and quite 
jazzy.”

Choreographer and 
Boston Ballet II member 
Gabriel Lorena says, “El-

lington’s music gives me 
power to feel like I own 
the whole stage. I wanted 
to create a work that would 
make the dancers feel the 
same way, with a piece that 
would bring power, per-
sonality, musicality, and 
artistry from their heart to 
your screen.” 

Choreographer and 
post-graduate student Ar-
ianna Hughlett said, “As 
a young choreographer, I 
am especially grateful for 
Boston Ballet’s trust in me 
to create a piece. I’m very 
proud to be part of an orga-
nization that has so swift-
ly adapted to the times in 
order to keep creating art. 
‘The Gift’ has brought me 
a sense of optimism for the 
future that I hope reaches 
audiences watching from 
home.”

“The Gift” is the sec-
ond of six BB@yourhome 
programming.  Single tick-
ets  for “The Gift” are on 
sale until Dec. 27 for $40 
or it can be viewed as part 
of a BB@yourhome sub-
scription. Boston Ballet’s 
virtual season features new 
creations, signature works, 
and classical ballet favor-
ites captured live in-studio. 
Dancers have been back 
in the studios since Sep-
tember, rehearsing under a 
new health and safety plan, 
which was developed in 
partnership with a team of 
medical professionals and 
infectious disease special-
ists.

For more information on 
BB@yourhome, visit  bos-
tonballet.org.

LEGAL NOTICES

Boston Ballet presents “BB@yourhome: The Gift”

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
CONSERVATOR OR
OTHER PROTECTIVE
ORDER PURSUANT

TO G.L. c. 190B,
§ 5-304 & § 5-405
Docket No.
SU20P2221GD
In the matter of:
William Kenney
To the named Respon-
dent and all other inter-
ested persons, a petition 
has been filed by Massa-
chusetts General Hospital 
of Boston, MA and Public 
Guardian Services LLC 
of Braintree, MA in the 
above captioned matter 
alleging that is in need 
of a Conservator or other 
protective order and 

requesting that Massa-
chusetts General Hospital 
of Boston (or some other 
suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Conservator to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond.
The petition asks the 
court to determine that 
the Respondent is dis-
abled, that a protective 
order or appointment 
of a Conservator is 
necessary, and that the 
proposed conservator is 
appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court.
You have the right to 

object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance at 
this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 01/21/2021. 
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file 
the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the 
return date, action may 
be taken in this matter 
without further notice to 
you. In addition to filing 

the written appearance, 
you or your attorney 
must file a written affi-
davit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named 
person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer.  Anyone 

may make this request 
on behalf of the above-
named person. If the 
above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: December 08, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

12/16/20
EB

Baker announced $300,000 grant to stormwater coalitions

Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley (MA-07), 
along with 32 Members of 
Congress, introduced the 
Transit Parity Resolution 
last week calling for equal 
funding for transit and 
highways.

Currently, Congress 
uses a 40-year precedent 
to determine funding for 
highways and public trans-
portation. Since 1982, ap-
proximately 80 percent of 
federal transportation pro-
gram funding has been al-
located to highways, while 
only 20 percent has been 
allocated to public transit. 
When this 80-20 split was 
decided, it was intended to 
be a user fee, but since 2008 
over $144 billion in general 
taxpayer dollars have been 
used to supplement dwin-
dling gas tax revenues for 
highway and transit spend-
ing. This split is out of step 
with the current needs of 
our country and leaves too 
many reliant on deterio-
rating transit systems with 
infrequent and unreliable 
service.

“Public transit is a pub-
lic good, and it’s past time 
our government treat it like 
one,” said Congresswoman 
Pressley. “For too long, our 
federal transportation in-
vestments have prioritized 
highways over public tran-
sit, incentivizing travel in 
private cars which increas-
es traffic congestion, pro-
duces pollution, and exac-
erbates racial and economic 
inequality. Today, we have 
an opportunity and an ob-
ligation to fundamentally 
realign our federal trans-
portation policy to center 
community connectivity 
and emphasize equity, ac-
cess, and sustainability. As 
transportation agencies in 
my district and across the 
country face record bud-
get shortfalls due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we 
must act swiftly to make 

the investments in public 
transit our communities 
deserve by establishing 
real funding parity. This is 
about addressing the dam-
age from this epidemic and 
committing to the future 
of our transit systems. I’m 
proud to stand with Con-
gressman García, Chairman 
Jeffries, and our colleagues 
in calling on Congress to do 
just that.”

Said Will Anderson, 
Sierra Club’s Associate 
Director of Legislative/
Administrative Advocacy 
for the Clean Transpor-
tation for All campaign, 
“The Sierra Club supports 
Congressman García’s res-
olution to acknowledge 
frequent and reliable public 
transportation as the civil 
right and climate change 
solution that it is by ade-
quately funding it. We must 
treat public transit as essen-
tial infrastructure—just like 
roads, bridges, tunnels and 
utilities—that is crucial to 
the economic, social, and 
environmental well-being 
of our communities.”

In October 2019, Con-
gresswoman Pressley 
founded the  Future of 
Transportation Caucus, a 
Congressional caucus fo-
cused on centering equity, 
access, and sustainability in 
our transportation systems. 
In June, in response to the 
COVID-19 crisis, she led 
a letter advocating for $50 
billion in annual emergen-
cy funds  to support and 
sustain our nation’s pub-
lic transit systems. Later 
that month, she introduced 
the Freedom to Move Act, 
which would provide fed-
eral grants to transit agen-
cies that move to a fare-free 
model. Rep. Pressley is 
also a co-chair of the Con-
gressional Bike Caucus and 
a tireless advocate for sus-
tainable and equity focused 
transportation and infra-
structure policies.

Rep. Pressley introduces 
Transit Parity Resolution

The U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) has 
announced it is awarding 
$804,181 in rental assis-
tance in Massachusetts to 
house 63 veterans at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 
This funding is part of $46 
million being awarded na-
tionally.

The local agencies pro-
viding supportive housing 
include:

•Boston Housing Author-
ity $263,028 – 20 vouchers

•New Bedford Housing 
Authority $43,473 – seven 
vouchers

•Quincy Housing Author-
ity $249,796 – 16 vouchers

•Barnstable Housing 
Authority $51,900 – five 
vouchers

•Milton Housing Author-
ity $139,733 – 10 vouchers

•Mass DHCD $56,251 – 
5 vouchers

The supportive hous-
ing assistance is provided 
through the HUD-Veterans 
Affairs Supportive Housing 
(HUD-VASH) Program, 
which combines rental as-
sistance from HUD with 
case management and clini-
cal services provided by the 
VA.

A component of the 
Housing Choice Vouch-
er (HCV) program, the 
HUD-VASH vouchers be-
ing awarded today enable 
homeless veterans to obtain 
affordable, decent housing 
in the private market. These 
vouchers are critical tools 
in helping communities ef-
fectively end homelessness 
among veterans.

“We’ve made significant 
progress reducing home-
lessness among veterans 
here in Massachusetts,” 

said David Tille, HUD New 
England Regional Adminis-
trator. “These vouchers will 
continue to help commu-
nities build on these gains, 
providing targeted assis-
tance to those in need to en-
sure that every veteran has a 
home.”

“Ending veteran home-
lessness has been a top 
priority for the Trump Ad-
ministration since day one,” 
said HUD Secretary Ben 
Carson. “We have an ob-
ligation to ensure that our 
nation’s veterans, who have 
given so much for our coun-
try are not left out on the 
streets. They fought for us, 
now it’s time for us to fight 
for them.”

In the HUD-VASH pro-
gram, VA Medical Centers 
(VAMCs) assess veterans 
experiencing homelessness 
before referring them to 
local housing agencies for 
these vouchers. Decisions 
are based on a variety of 
factors, most importantly 
the duration of homeless-
ness and the need for longer 
term, more intensive sup-
port in obtaining and main-
taining permanent housing. 
The HUD-VASH program 
includes both the rental as-
sistance the voucher pro-
vides and the comprehen-
sive case management that 
VAMC staff offers.

Veterans participating in 
the HUD-VASH program 
rent privately owned hous-
ing and generally contribute 
no more than 30 percent of 
their income toward rent. 
VA offers eligible homeless 
veterans clinical and sup-
portive services through its 
medical centers across the 
U.S., Guam, Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands

HUD, VA announce support 
to help homeless veterans
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Russell Quigley
Of Peabody, formerly of East Boston

Russell J.   Quigley of 
Peabody, formerly of East 
Boston, died on December 
11.

Russ had a love of Har-
leys, he was on the track 
team at East Boston High 
School and loved to sing 
Elvis Presley songs.   He 
serenaded Anna with “You 
Are Sincere” on their wed-
ding day. 

He was the beloved 
husband of Anna (Birk-
maier) for 30 years, father 
of  Brittany, Marissa, Rus-
sell Jr. and Phillip; broth-
er of the late Robert and 
William Quigley, son of 
the late Helen (Todesco) 
Quigley-Finno and the 
late Joseph Quigley, step-
son of the late Alfed Finno 
who had a great influence 
on his life, half-brother 
of Alfred Finno, Jr. and 
is also survived by many 
nephews.

Visiting hours in the 
Magrath Funeral Home, 
336 Chelsea St [at Day 
Sq] East Boston today, 
Wednesday, December 

16, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fu-
neral service at 1 p.m. will 
be followed by interment 
in Woodlawn Cemetery.  
Please omit flowers. Dona-
tions to aid in the support 
of his children would be 
appreciated.   **PLEASE 
NOTE:   Masks must be 
worn at all times in the 
funeral home and at the 
cemetery.   Social distanc-
ing required. Occupancy 
is limited. Please pay your 
respects and exit to allow 
others to enter.

Please feel free to ex-
press condolence to the 
family on our Tribute 
Page:  MagrathFuneral-
Home.com.

Elaine Harder
Boston Herald retiree

Elaine M. (Miles) Hard-
er, a lifelong resident of 
East Boston, passed away 
on Dec. 8 after a long bat-
tle with lung cancer. She 
was 73 years old. 

Elaine loved spending 
time and going places 
with her grandson, Tim-
my. She enjoyed doing 
arts and crafts and playing 
Bingo. She was a retired 
employee of the Boston 
Herald as a switchboard 
operator for over 20 years.

The beloved daughter 
of the late A. Frank Miles 
and A. Lucy (Discenza) 
Miles, she was the cher-
ished mother of Lauren 
J. Robinson and her hus-
band, Mark of Millbury, 
Jennifer J. Buonopane and 
her companion, Anthony 
of Derry, NH, Dana M. 
Harder and his wife, Jes-
sica of Quincy and Darcie 
L. Harder of East Boston; 
adored grandmother of 
Brittany, Kayla, Sydney, 
Marissa, Bobby, Timmy, 
Evan, Anthony and Rino; 
dear sister of Ellen J. 
Connell and her husband, 
Dave, Debbie Tassinari 
and her husband, Thom-
as, all of East Boston and 
Cindy F. Homer of Al-
abama and her late hus-
band, Brian Homer.  She 

is also lovingly survived 
by her dear cousin, Bob-
by Discenza and his wife, 
Virginia of Minnesota and 
by many nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces and grand-
nephews. 

Due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 Pandemic, 
Funeral Services were 
private. A Memorial Mass 
will be scheduled and an-
nounced at a later date. 
Remembrances may be 
made to the East Boston 
Social Center, 68 Central 
Square, East Boston, MA 
02128. 	

The staff at Vertuccio & 
Smith, Home for Funerals 
of Revere, is honored to 
have assisted the family in 
completing arrangements. 
To send online condolenc-
es, please visit www.ver-
tuccioandsmith.com.

Ursula Maccaro
One of the first WWII War Brides

Ursula (Wehren) Mac-
caro of Revere passed 
away on December 7 at 
the age of 94. 

Ursula was one of the 
first War Brides in the 
Boston area coming to 
Revere in 1947. She met 
her future husband “Mac,” 
as he was called, while 
he was stationed in Ber-
lin. Their story made the 
Boston Globe when they 
arrived. Ursula, along 
with her husband, owned 
“Tony’s Fruitland” in East 
Boston from the mid 50’s 
to the early 80’s. She will 
truly be missed by all who 
knew her.

Born in Berlin, Ger-
many on September 25, 
1926 to the late Johann 
and Gertrude (Wagner) 
Wehren, she was the be-
loved wife of 40 years to 
the late Anthony Maccaro, 
devoted mother of Peter 
Maccaro and his wife, 
Maureen of Dracut, and 
Maryann Russo and her 
husband, Stephen of Win-
throp; cherished grand-
mother of Michael and 
his wife. Sharon, Rebecca 
Maccaro, Kimberly Cash 
and her husband, Wil-
liam, Jennifer Green and 
her husband, Joshua, and 
Stephen Russo Jr. and his 
wife, Emily; adored great 

grandmother of Sophia, 
Audrey, Scarlett, Kyle, 
Elise and Benjamin. Due 
to the current spike in 
COVID-19, the guidelines 
issued by the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts 
and local officials, funeral 
services will be private-
ly held for the immediate 
family under the direc-
tion of Paul Buonfiglio 
& Sons - Bruno Funeral 
Home, 128 Revere Street, 
Revere, MA 02151. In-
terment Woodlawn Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to 
the Bethany Health Care 
Center, In care of Sister 
Jacquelyn McCarthy, 97 
Bethany Rd, Framingham, 
MA 01702. For guest-
book, please visit    www.
buonfiglio.com. 

Helene Edwina Courier
Her sense of humor, contagious smile and 

poetic moments are treasured.

Helene Edwina Cou-
rier, 88, of Pine Hill Rd, 
Berwick, ME died peace-
fully at home on Novem-
ber 28.  

She was born on No-
vember 10, 1932, daugh-
ter of Herbert Bolivar and 
Helen (Mosher) Bolivar.  
She married Edward E. 
Courier III on April 5, 
1953 and they were to-
gether for a total of 75 
years.  She was a devot-
ed wife, best friend and 
mother.

Helene lived in East 
Boston until 1994 and 
was an active member of 
Grace Church Federated.  
You could find her every 
year at the church fair 
sharing a table with her 
best friend for life, Mar-
ilyn Ford.  She loved her 
flower garden in her small 
back yard and to this day a 
rose bush still blooms that 
her father, Herbert Boli-
var brought back from the 
Cape.  

After moving to Ber-
wick, she worshipped 
at the First Parish Unit-
ed Church of Christ in 
Somersworth, NH.  She 
enjoyed camping, crafts 
and spending time with 
her family and friends.  

Helene had a kind and 
caring heart and helped 
those in need whenever 
she could.  Her sense of 
humor, contagious smile 
and poetic moments are 
treasured.

She was predeceased 
by her sister, Ruth Bou-

dreau, son-in-law. Freder-
ick Ross and grandson,

Walter Smith. Helene 
is survived by her hus-
band, Edward Courier, 
sister, Margaret Flanagan 
and sister-in-law, Eleanor 
Chenevert; her children, 
Ruth Ross of Wakefield, 
Edward H. Courier and 

his wife, Jaynie Cou-
rier of East Boston, Lori 
Smith of Berwick, ME 
and Cindy Courier of 

Tewksbury; her grand-
children: Elizabeth Cou-
rier, Nathaniel Ross, 
Meghan Courier, 

Angelin Ross Coco-
rochio, Edward Courier 
Jr., and Emma Smith and 
three great-grandchildren: 

Autumn, Abagail and 
Gregory.

A Celebration of He-
lene’s Life will be held 
sometime next year. 

Cremation care by Pea-
slee Funeral Home. To ex-
press condolences, please 
visit: 	

www.peasleefuneral-
home.com.

John Corrado
World War II US Army Veteran

John E. Corrado of Re-
vere died on December 8 
at the age of 98. 

John proudly served 
his country 
in the United 
States Army 
in WWII.  He 
was a recip-
ient of the 

European African Middle 
Eastern Campaign Rib-
bon, American Theater 
Campaign Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal and the 
Army of Occupation Med-
al of Germany.   A mem-
ber of the V.F.W. Mottolo 
Post,   John and his wife, 
Paula were devout parish-
ioners of St. Anthony’s 
Church where John was a 
member of the Holy Name 
Society.  He will be sorely 
missed by all who knew 
him. 

Born in East Boston on 
January 25, 1922 to the 
late Pasquale and Lucy 
(Fredestefano) Corrado, 
he was the beloved hus-
band of 60 years to Paula 
(Fala); devoted father   of 
John B. Corrado and his 
wife, Karen of Revere, 
and Paul Corrado and his 
wife, Domenica of Lynn-
field; dear brother of Jo-
seph P. Corrado and his 
wife, Ann of Revere and 

the late Adeline Corrado; 
cherished grandfather of 
Christopher and Cather-
ine Corrado; step grandfa-
ther to Jamie Hershey and 
her husband, Jarrod, and 
Kristin Degou and adored 
great grandfather of The-
odore Harrison and Wil-
liam  Hershey.  He is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces, nephews and great 
nieces and great nephews.

A Funeral Mass was 
celebrated at St. Antho-
ny’s Church, 250 Revere 
St, Revere on Saturday, 
December 12. Interment 
followed at Holy Cross 
Cemetery.  In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 225 N. Mich-
igan Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago, 
IL 60601 or at    alz.org.  
For guest book please vis-
it  www.buonfiglio.com.

Children’s Health De-
fense (CHD) is raising 
significant concerns based 
on the briefing released for 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration’s Vaccines 
and Related Biological 
Products Advisory Com-
mittee meeting Thursday, 
Dec. 10, to  review the 
Pfizer coronavirus vac-
cine BNT162b2.

Less than 2.1 percent of 
the safety study cohort had 
been followed for over 
three months as of the 

Nov. 14 cutoff date. This 
is inadequate to determine 
any long-term effects of 
the vaccine. If the manu-
facturers allow vaccina-
tion of the placebo group 
after six months, longer 
follow up of these early 
cohorts will be lost. Man-
ufacturers bear no liability 
for any adverse events un-
der the Prep Act.

Only 2.1 percent and 1.8 
percent of the study cohort 
included patients 75 years 
old and over with pre-ex-

isting medical conditions, 
for the vaccinated and the 
placebo groups, respec-
tively. There were only 41 
total African Americans 
over age 75 in both arms 
of the Pfizer vaccine study. 
These are insufficient 
samples on which to base 
broad recommendations 
for these very important 
and vulnerable segments 
of the population.

The change in the age 
groupings from 18-55 
and 65-85 in Phase 1/2 

to 12-15, 16-55 and >55 
years of age in Expanded 
Phase 2/3, has limited the 
assessment of safety and 
efficacy in elderly, frail 
populations by combining 
working age, communi-
ty-living empty-nesters 
and seniors with an older, 
sicker population.

In the Phase 2/3 por-
tion, “In participants … 
75 years of age and older 
… efficacy of COVID-19 
mRNA Vaccine 
BNT162b2 was …  100 

percent (two-sided 95 per-
cent confidence interval of 
-13.1 percent to 100.0 per-
cent)....” 100 percent effi-
cacy means that they had 
no COVID-19 cases in the 
oldest group that received 
the vaccine; but the con-
fidence interval is statisti-
cally meaningless.

Also, the initial Phase 2 
portion of the trial, which 
looked at blood immune 
responses to vaccination, 
included a maximum of 22 
people over age 68  in the 

65-85-year-old group. It 
showed that older adults 
did not have noteworthy 
immune responses until 
after the second vacci-
nation. With less robust 
immune responses in the 
elderly, extensive follow 
up on titers and how long 
they last is needed.

Children’s Health De-
fense is calling for further 
intense study overall, par-
ticularly for the elderly 
residential population and 
Blacks.

CHD calls for more study of Pfizer COVID vaccine for seniors and minorities



Page 10	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, December 16, 2020

STABILIZATION 
FUND APPROVED

CHELSEA - Help is on 
the way for homeowners 
that find themselves with 
increasing tax bills, as the 
City Council voted 10-0 
to transfer $750,000 to 
the Homeowner Stabiliza-
tion Program to help some 
owner-occupants with tax 
increases.

The Homeowner Sta-
bilization Fund had been 
in existence and had a 
$250,000 balance this fall, 
but after the tax rate was 
set and it was discovered 
many people were going 
to get his with tax increas-
es – particularly two-fami-
ly and three-family home-
owners – it was proposed 
to be expanded. The pro-
gram combined will have 
$1 million in funding and 
will be available to those 
making under $119,000 as 
a household.

Councillors were in 
agreement on the program, 
but Councillor Giovanni 
Recupero wanted clarifi-
cation and wanted to send 
it to committee.

“I want homeowners to 
get it, but I want to know 
how they’ll be disbursed,” 
he said. “Will it be one 
sum of money for every-
one under $119,000? If 
it’s one amount for every-
one, I’m for it. But if its 
not, then we need to talk 
about it.”

His motion for commit-
tee was defeated 1-9.

Council President Roy 
Avellaneda explained that 
the Council had gone over 
the program in detail for 
more than an hour before 
the last meeting with Plan-
ner Alex Train.

The matter was moved 
to a vote and approved 10-
0.

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino said he believed 
the program would roll 
out for taxpayers in Janu-
ary following the issuance 
of the first tax bills.

•CARES ACT
The City Council ap-

proved its second CARES 
Act payment on Monday 
night of $4.029 million – 
money that comes from 
the federal government 
for COVID-19 related ex-
penses.

Ambrosino said the 

amount was $3 million 
above the previous allot-
ment provided by Gov. 
Charlie Baker. The mon-
ey will be used to fund 
all of the COVID relief 
since July 1. That includes 
the Chelsea Legal Clinic, 
Rental Assistance Round 
2, Chelsea Eats and the 
Food Pantry program.

•CENSUS WAS A 
DUD IN CHELSEA

It was reported on Mon-
day night that early indi-
cations appear that Chel-
sea, at least officially, will 
have a smaller population 
in the 2020 number than it 
did in the 2010 number – 
a number that was entirely 
too low back then.

It was bad news for all 
facets of government in 
the City, from simply hav-
ing a good count of resi-
dents to losing out on mil-
lions in federal funding.

“Unfortunately, due 
mostly to the COVID-19 
pandemic, our outreach 
efforts were constrained,” 
said Ambrosino. “As a re-
sult, our self-response rate 
was lower than hoped for 
and worse than in 2010.”

The self-response rate 
is made up of those that 
sent in their Census forms 
or filled it out online ear-
lier this year. It doesn’t 
include those that were 
counted last summer and 
fall in door-to-door ef-
forts.

State data for the Cen-
sus 2020 is expected in 
early 2021, and data for 
cities like Chelsea is ex-
pected to come in the 
spring.

SANTA PARADE   
ON DEC. 19

CHELSEA - Santa’s 
always been mobile, but 
COVID-19 this year has 
him moving quite effi-
ciently.

The City, Chamber of 
Commerce and a number 
of partners are coming to-
gether to have Santa Claus 
hosted in a parade through 
Chelsea on Dec. 19 from 
3-5 p.m. Residents can 
look out their windows, 
from their porches/balco-
nies or on Facebook.

Chelsea Police, Chelsea 
Fire, Cataldo Ambulance 
and several classic cars 
will accompany Santa 

through the streets.
The three routes are as 

follows (maps are avail-
able on the City of Chel-
sea’s website):

•#1 – Chestnut to Med-
ford to Beacon to Mulber-
ry to Chestnut to Everett 
Avenue to Essex Street 
and back on Congress Av-
enue.

•#2 – Park Street to 
Central Ave/Willow to 
Marlborough to High-
land Street to Broadway/
Stockton to Clark Avenue 
to Orange Street to Carter 
Street to Washington Ave-
nue to Jefferson Avenue.

•#3 – Jefferson Avenue 
to Exeter Street to Wes-
ley Street to Washing-
ton Avenue/Prospect to 
Springvale to Washing-
ton Avenue to Sagamore 
Avenue to Bloomingdale 
Street to Washington Av-
enue.

DELL ISOLA 
RETURNS TO 
COUNCIL

EVERETT - Former 
City Council President 
Rich Dell Isola will return 
to the Council perhaps as 
soon as next Monday to 
fill the vacancy now left 
by the resignation of Peter 
Napolitano – as is dictated 
by the City Charter.

Dell Isola, who was the 
last man out in the City 
Election in 2019, said he 
will take the seat and like-
ly run again for it in the 
2021 City Election.

“I’m going to go in like 
I left a year ago,” he said. 
“When I became president 
last year, I said we had to 
work as a team. I hope that 
can happen. Me, personal-
ly, I don’t see a team right 
now. We have to work 
together with the May-
or’s Office, the School 
Committee and everyone 
as one. I’m going in as a 
team player and whatever 
is good for the residents, 
that’s what I’ll do.”

He said he understands 
that there is what is likely 
to be a competitive City 
Election next year, and 
he’s ready to cast his hat in 
the ring as of now to run 
for re-election.

“As of now, I am going 
to run next year,” he said. 
“Being out for a year, you 
begin to look at politics 

differently. I want to have 
us working as a team.”

City Clerk Sergio Cor-
nelio said the City Charter 
dictates the at-large Coun-
cil replacement process, 
calling for the sixth-place 
finisher in the five-seat 
race to automatically take 
the seat if accepted. 

The caveat is that the 
City Election cannot be 
less than 90 days away 
(which would be August 
2021) and that the replace-
ment candidate must have 
received at least 20 per-
cent of the ballots cast. In 
this case, the City Election 
is nearly 11 months away, 
and Dell Isola received 
approximately 33 percent 
of the ballots cast in the 
2019 election.

Cornelio said the Coun-
cil would have to vote on 
the matter, but that is a 
formality as the Charter is 
specific in saying the 6th 
place finisher is automati-
cally the new councilor on 
a vacancy.

“By his vote, he au-
tomatically gets it,” said 
Cornelio. “It goes to a vote 
of the Council, but the 
Charter says they ‘shall’ 
vote for that candidate. It 
is a formality vote really. 
He automatically receives 
it according to the Charter 
because he was 6th and 
had more than 20 percent 
of the ballots cast.”

The Council has 30 
days to take the action of 
voting Dell Isola in and 
swearing him into office. 
Cornelio said they were 
contemplating taking that 
action on Monday, Dec. 
14, but the agenda hadn’t 
yet been set.

SOME WINTER 
SPORTS GIVEN     
GO AHEAD

EVERETT - The Ev-
erett School Committee 
voted 8-0 to return some 
Winter Sports to Ever-
ett High School (EHS), 
allowing boys and girls 
basketball and hockey to 
begin practices as early as 
Dec. 15.

It is the first time any 
interscholastic sports have 
been given the okay in 
Everett since last year’s 
Winter Sports season 
ended and no spring or 
fall sports resumed due 
to COVID-19. However, 
with long discussions had 
within the Greater Boston 
League (GBL), Supt. Pri-
ya Tahiliani and Athletic 
Director Tammy Turner 
said they felt prepared to 
safely offer these sports to 
students as soon as possi-
ble.

“We’re asking for ap-
proval for this and have a 
recommendation, but are 
interested in discussion on 
it,” said Tahiliani on Mon-
day. 

“Winter coaches are on 
board with this propos-
al and are ready to make 
the best of what is not the 
best situation…We have 
put a priority on clubs and 
activities that are small 
in scope and that have a 
chance of being sustain-
able. We believe the ath-
letic plan falls into that 
category.”

The plan allows girls 
and boys basketball – both 
varsity and junior varsi-
ty – and hockey, which 
is mixed boys and girls 
at Everett High. Indoor 
track would be moved to 
the Fall 2 Season, which 
also includes football and 
is scheduled to being on 
Feb. 22. Wrestling is a 
high-risk activity under 
COVID and would likely 
be in the spring, if at all. 
The new Winter Season 
would begin Dec. 15, with 
practices able to start on 
Dec. 15.

Teams will have a max-
imum of 15 players per 
squad and 20 for hockey, 
and there will be try-outs 
posted soon. Players will 
have to wear a mask at 
all times in both sports, 
there are no locker rooms 
and benches would be 
arranged with social dis-
tancing. There will be no 
spectators allowed at any 
of the games, but Tahiliani 
said they are working with 
ECTV closely to make 
sure that games are broad-
cast live for friends, fam-
ily and students to watch.

Interestingly, referees 
will be ask to enforce a 
protocol where there is 
limited amounts of loud 
cheering and yelling from 
the bench areas.

The first games, Turner 
said, would be in January 
after the break.

If necessary, sports 
might create a “bubble” 
if need be. For instance, 
Turner said if there is wor-
ry, they could designate 
Medford High as the loca-
tion of all girls basketball 
games. Meanwhile, the 
teams will have different 
practice dates at Everett 
High as well to keep the 
teams segregated and to 
help with contact tracing.

“It is great to see the 
letters GBL back on the 
sports landscape where 
they belong,” said Tahil-
iani.

Turner said the GBL 
has been active all fall in 
coming up with strict pro-
tocols to ensure safety of 
student athletes – and to 
also allow them to return 
for their social-emotional 
benefits that having been 
missing for months.

“The GBL athletic di-
rectors and athletic train-
ers have been working 
since the fall,” she said. 
“We have been doing ev-
erything we can to come 
up with a winning plan be-
cause we know it the so-
cial-emotional benefit for 
the kids that we need…
Because it’s just the GBL 
playing each other, we 
can adapt. The AD’s have 
been working together and 
building up the flexibility. 
We want to play and are 
willing to move to be able 
to do that.”

Public Health Nurse 
Sabrina Firicano warned 
that there has been a ma-
jor increase in November 
for cases among kids age 
0-19. That is a concern for 
her, she said, in returning 
to sports and something 
to watch. She said it will 
need to be watched care-
fully and sports might 
spread the virus.

“As far as the spread, 
it could be a risk where 
there are players in close 
contact with each other,” 
she said. 

School Committee 
members Samantha Lam-
bert and Dana Murray said 
they had read all of the 
protocols put out by the 
GBL and were impressed 
and comfortable.

“They are extensive 
and show a lot of thought 
and preparation went into 
the kids,” said Lambert. 
“That’s why I’m leaning 
towards voting ‘yes.’”

She also said it will be 
important to press upon 
the kids how the virus 
spreads, and staying home 
from a game with symp-
toms is the right thing to 
do.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

See REGION Page 11

SAFELYSAFELYSAFELYSAFELY

COVID-19 has changed everything. 
Let us get your holiday message out to our thousands of readers of The 

Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times 
Free Press, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal in 

our December editions: 

Many of our readers 
will find themselves 

celebrating the Holidays 
from their own 
homes safely.

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2x3...........Any 3 $225...........All 6......$325 
2x5...........Any 3 $450..........All 6......$550
3x5...........Any 3 $550..........All 6......$650
3x10 or 5x6..Any 3 $700.....All 6......$850

Banner (6x3).............$200   per city
  Color incl. in cost of advert.

Call 781-485-0588 or e-mail your Sales Rep to get started!

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
CelebrateCelebrate

holiday events | special services
gifts & goodies

One never knows how normal things will play out in the pandemic, and that was the case 
for the Warren Tavern’s annual Toys for Tots drive – which nets many toys for needy kids in 
the Town. Some were nervous, but Charlestown was more generous than ever this year. 
Kim Mahoney, of the Tavern, said they had the largest amount of toys ever given for the 
drive. Here, on Sunday, staff members at the Tavern posed with a few of the many toys 
that were collected before doing an online raffle drawing. 

BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                     PRICE
Farazi, Abul K	 Kamal, Arjuman A	 67 Bennington St           	 $90,000
Bradley, Jordan S      	 Young, Mark        	 23 Breed St #1              	 $485,000
Winfield, Evan H	 Santos, Jurandir C	 88 Brooks St #3              	 $342,000
Coz, William C          	 Stage RE Holdings LLC	 58 Everett St #1            	 $607,500
Ainsworth, Sarah         	 BGRS Relocation Inc	 36 Horace St #2               	 $562,000
Bgrs Relocation Inc	 Heppner, Marci A	 36 Horace St #2               	 $562,000 
Santos, Jurandir C	 Merzouk, Younes   	 298 Lexington St              	 $475,000
Stewart, William R     	 Kerberus Equity Partners	 69 Lexington St               	 $614,000 
Lam, John              	 Kearney, James A      	 44 Leyden St #44          	 $550,000
Monmouth Street LLC	 Berinato, Katherine S	 5 Monmouth St                 	 $600,000 
Malise, Eugene C	 631 Saratoga Street LLC	 631 Saratoga St #4  	 $627,500

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

CONTRACTOR

PLASTERING
AUGUSTA 

PLASTERING
Interior/Exterior

• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE 
IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY CALL 
781-485-0588 

OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REV-

EREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

Boston residents preferred 
Start immediately. 
Call 617-212-2268 

for more information.

LICENSED PLUMBERS 
WANTED

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-1403

DEADLINES: For classified line ads, 
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588
 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403
______________
 

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT

APT FOR RENT
Winthrop - Lg deleaded 2/3 bedroom 
Apt, Section 8 Approved, hardwood 
floors, eat in kitchen, front and back 
porch. Living rm & dining rm. $1800 
per month. No pets. No utilities. Avail-
able Jan. 15, 2021. Call 781-760-1325.
(12/9, 12/16, 12/23)
_____________

ROOM

FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT
Chelsea
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully Furnished Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Landry in Building
Next to Bus, Train Station, Super-
market
$850/Month Includes Utilities 
Call Maria 617-312-9467
_____________

East Boston, orient heights, Harbor-
view area.
Perfectly maintained move-in condi-
tion 6 room single family multi level 
colonial( previously 2 family).
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms. Nice size 
backyard, on dead end street. Plenty 
off street parking.
Close to Route 1 and Logan airport.
Call 617-888-3928

HOUSE FOR SALE

VISIT EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM

“The students may not 
see the impact of a chain 
virus,” she said. “Whatev-
er we can do to make sure 
they understand it’s not 
just themselves, but their 
family and other people’s 
families at risk if they 
don’t want to follow the 
guidelines.”

SIERRA IS FIRST 
WOMAN TO      
WORK IN DPW

LYNN - Maraya Sierra 
wasn’t aware that she was 
the first woman in the his-
tory of the city to work in 
the Lynn Department of 
Works Street Division.

But when she learned 
of her groundbreaking 
achievement, the 35-year-
old Lynn resident was un-
derstandably proud.

“It feels good – the crew 
treats me well, they’ve all 
been welcoming like I’m 
part of the team,” said 
Sierra. “I didn’t know I 
was the first woman in the 
division. But I feel it’s a 
good thing. There are a lot 
of movements going on 
right now and to be part of 
it is pretty cool.”

Sierra began her em-
ployment in the Lynn 
DPW in October and it’s 
been a busy schedule each 
day. “We do street work, 
paving, tree work, pot-
holes – things like that,” 
said Sierra.

Last Thursday, Sierra 
was contributing to the 
Street Division’s meticu-
lous paving of a sidewalk 
and driveway on Ben-
nett Street. The weather 
was cold and winds were 
brisk, but the DPW con-
tingent worked diligently 
to make the sidewalk safe 
for the public and com-
plete the job.

Sierra credits the ex-
pertise of her foreman, 
Dan Baetzel, and the oth-
er members of the DPW 
crew for helping her mak-
ing a seamless transition 
to the department.

“Dan is my foreman 
and he’s been teaching 
me a lot and he’s a great 
teacher,” said Sierra. “The 
crew makes sure I’m safe 
on the job. I was really 
nervous when I started, 
but they made me feel 
so welcomed, like one of 
them.

“I also want to thank 
[DPW Associate Com-
missioner] Lisa Nerich, 

[DPW Commissioner] 
Andy Hall, and [DPW 
Street Superintendent] 
George Potter for giving 
me the opportunity and 
believing in me to take 
part in this,” said Sierra.

“We’re very happy that 
Mariah is breaking new 
barriers as the first woman 
in the DPW Street Divi-
sion,” said Nerich.

DPW foreman Dan 
Baetzel said Sierra has 
been an excellent addition 
to the team.

“It’s been great – ever 
since she’s been on the 
department, she’s been a 
great addition,” said Baet-
zel. “She gets her assign-
ments every day, goes out, 
works hard, does her job 
– she’s been a blessing to 
have on my crew. Every-
one gets along well with 
her. We got a great team 
of individuals down here 
in the DPW.”

DPW crew member 
Danny Cannata said, 
“This is my first week on 
the job and my first day I 
worked with Mariah and 
she’s great to work with. 
She’s good at the job. 
She’s actually showing 
me what to do. I enjoy 
working with her.”

Sierra previously 
worked for Aero Snow 
Removal and American 
Sweeper in plowing and 
street-sweeping opera-
tions. She had been work-
ing for Jet Blue at Logan 
Airport for seven years 
and received her Com-
mercial Driver’s License 
(CDL) with the MBTA.

“I can’t work in an of-
fice,” she says of her path 
toward mechanically in-
clined, outdoor places of 
employment. “I have to 
be outside doing things. 
I also like working in my 
hometown keeping the 
city nice and neat.”

Maraya graduated in 
2004 from Lynn Classical 
where she played in the 
basketball program under 
the direction of varsity 
coach Gene Constantino 
and JV coach Geoffrey 
Boyd. “I was a freshman 
when Helen Ridley was a 
senior,” recalled Maraya. 
“I was at the game when 
Helen broke the scoring 
record. I actually know 
Helen well. I used to play 
street basketball with her. 
She’s a very good person 
and very dedicated to the 
sport.”

Maraya praised her fa-
vorite educator at Clas-
sical, Mrs. White, who 
was her English teacher. 
“She’s really dedicated to 
the kids,” said Maraya. 
“She went above and be-
yond for her students.”

After Classical, Maraya 
continued her education at 
the New England Institute 
of Art in Brookline.

Sierra and her DPW 
crewmates received a pre-
view of New England’s 
cold winters Friday with 
the first snowstorm of the 
season. With her experi-
ence in snowplowing, the 
first woman in the DPW 
Street Division will be 
helping the department 
keep Lynn roads safe for 
motorists and residents 
alike, free of the wintry 
hazards of snow, sleet, 
and ice.

KEEFE SEEKS 
COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN 
ASSESSOR’S 
AND BUILDING 
DEPARTMENTS

REVERE - City Coun-
cil President Patrick Keefe 
said that the assessment 
from the tax collector’s 
office on homes doesn’t 
always correlate with 
the use as defined in the 
Building Department’s 
Office.

Keefe said he would 
like to see a collaboration 
between the Assessor’s 
Office and the Building 
Department “because 
there are many cases in 
the city where a home is 
assessed as a two-family, 
but in the Building De-
partment as a one-family.”

“This situation ex-
ists more often in sin-
g l e - a n d - t w o - f a m i l y 
homes, typically homes 
that were built without 
all the proper building 
permits to have a legal 
in-law or legal accesso-
ry dwelling,” said Keefe. 
“Now as the homes are 
getting sold, these home-
owners are finding that 
they cannot legally sell it 
as a two-family, because 
it’s not on the books as a 
two-family and it triggers 
an issue with the Fire De-
partment because they 
can’t issue a smoke de-
tector’s certificate if the 
house has not been legit-
imized.”

Assessor Dana Brangi-
forte and Building Com-
missioner Louis Cavagna-
ro joined Keefe and the 
Council in discussing the 
issue at the City Council 
meeting Monday night.

“It’s going to take a 
long time – I’m not ex-
pecting this to change 
overnight and be fixed in 
a year or two,” said Keefe. 
“It’s going to take years. 
The sooner we can coor-
dinate this, it will be bene-
ficial for everybody. Some 
homeowners will have to 
spend money to legitimize 
their homes, but rather 
than having to deal with 
it years later upon the sale 
of their home, I think it 
will create less confusion 
and make the residents of 
Revere a little happier if 
we begin the process now. 
There will be a lot more 
consistency in the process. 
It’s very confusing to sell 
your home and your tax 
bill says it’s appraised as 
a two-family and you go 
to sell it, and you’re told 
it’s a one-family because 
that’s what the Building 
Department has listed.”

The Council approved 
Keefe’s motion that May-
or Brian Arrigo request 
the Assessor’s Office to 
coordinate with the Build-
ing Department relative to 
home assessments.

PLEASE RECYCLE
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We all know that cats 
and dogs love to chew 
(and unfortunately swal-
low) a surprising array of 
household items. In fact, 
one of the most com-
mon claims we receive at 
Trupanion is for Foreign 
Body Ingestion.

The holidays, along 
with all of its festive deco-
rations, provides addition-
al chewing opportunities 
– and potential emergency 
visits to the veterinarian – 
for our furry friends.   So 
as we all start to deck the 
halls this holiday season, 
Trupanion, a leader in 
medical insurance for cats 
& dogs, offers up these 5 

holiday items (along with 
related mishaps from Hol-
idays past) to keep pets 
away from this holiday 
season.

 1) Tinsel
Tinsel and ribbon can 

cause a tangled mess in 
the intestines if swallowed 
by a pet – ideally it should 
not be used in house-
holds with cats. A British 
Shorthair cat from Oregon 
ingested tinsel which re-
sulted in a trip to the vet-
erinary – the Trupanion 
policy paid out $807

 2) Ornaments
Make sure to hang any 

small or fragile ornaments 
high enough on your tree 

to avoid the wagging 
tail of your dog or a paw 
swipe from your cat.  Al-
though keep in mind, that 
for many cats there is no 
safe height. A lovable 
pooch in Washington state 
made an emergency visit 
to the vet when they ate a 
Christmas ornament – the 
Trupanion policy paid out 
$4,495

 3) Holiday lights
Pets are drawn to hol-

iday lights, just like we 
are. The only difference 
is they may be tempted 
to chew on them. Be sure 
to also keep the electrical 
cords taped down or out of 
reach. A Brittany spaniel 
from Indiana succumbed 
to the temptation to chew 
and ingested some Christ-
mas lights. After a trip 
to the veterinarian the 
Trupanion policy paid out 
$1,566.

 4) Turkey bones
Bones from turkey and 

other traditional main 
courses around the hol-
idays can have danger-
ous effects when in the 
mouths of dogs and cats. 
Cooked bones especial-
ly can splinter and break, 
causing serious internal 
injury. An enthusiastic 
dog in Alberta found him-

self at the veterinarian af-
ter he ingested some tur-
key bones a few days after 
Christmas – the Trupanion 
policy paid out $3,800.

  5) Holiday plants and 
trees

Many holiday plants 
can cause gastrointestinal 
upset if ingested by your 
dog or cat.  These include 
holly, mistletoe and am-
aryllis.   A Shih Tzu from 
California ingested poin-
settias, which are toxic to 
dogs. After a trip to the 
veterinarian the Shih Tzu 
was back in tip top shape 
– the Trupanion policy 
paid out $59.   Lilies are 
also extremely toxic for 
cats, even contact with the 
pollen or water in the vase 
may be enough to cause 
kidney failure.

 “If you have a Christ-
mas tree, make sure it is 
secure – it doesn’t take 
much for a cat or excited 
dog to knock it over, said 
Dr. Sarah Nold, Staff Vet-
erinarian at Trupanion. 
“You should also take 
care to restrict your pet’s 
access to the tree’s water 
or ingestion of the tree’s 
needles, because both may 
cause vomiting and diar-
rhea, and can contribute to 
a tipped tree.”

As part of Zonta’s an-
nual Fall advocacy cam-
paign, “Zonta Says NO to 
Violence Against Wom-
en,” the Zonta Club of 
Chelsea and North Shore 
has partnered with the City 
to get that message out. 
During the International 
Sixteen Days of Activism 
Against Gender-Based 
Violence, November 25th 
through December 10th, 
the electronic message 
board outside City Hall 

has proclaimed exactly 
that, in Spanish and in En-
glish.  

The newly re-named 
Zonta Club of Chelsea and 
North Shore has historical-
ly been a staunch financial 
supporter of HarborCov.  
Past Fall campaigns have 
included partnerships with 
a local taxi company to 
raise awareness of domes-
tic violence and the avail-
able local resources, and 
to provide travel vouchers 

for HarborCov residents 
in need of assistance.  The 
club also provides col-
lege scholarships to girls 
graduating from Chelsea, 
Revere, Winthrop, Everett 
and Saugus high schools, 
and provides food vouch-
ers to families in those 
communities.  

The Zonta Club of 
Chelsea and North Shore 
recognizes that one of 
the many tragedies of 
COVID 19 is the increase 
in domestic violence. The 
club’s message is the con-
tinued support of local 
agencies that denounce 
violence against women 
and provide safety and 
services.   HarborCov’s 
hotline number is 617 
884-9799.

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 
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By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-
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     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)

Beacon Hill Times(8700)

The Boston Sun(14000) 

Regional Review(3500) 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge(7300)

Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 

Mission Hill Gazette(7000)

Your 
Ad Here!

8 week
minimum
per calendar

year

[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800

Jolly Old Saint Nick won’t be 
making any appearances for 
photos this year
But the Holiday Spirit is alive and well!But the Holiday Spirit is alive and well!

Join Us in sharing old photos 
with Santa Claus! 

Photos of Christmases Past
and Photos of your 
Holiday Spirit from 
the comforts of home

Please text or email 
your photos to 

promo@reverejournal.com
Please include which paper you want 

to be published in & the name(s) of 
individuals pictured

✶

Published in the East Boston Times, Revere Journal, Everett Independent, Chelsea Record, 
Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn Journal and Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT

PHOTOS TO
BE PUBLISHEDFRI. DEC. 18th WEDS. DEC. 23rd

Spinelli’s 
Offering full-service & drop off catering

Have us deliver some comfort 
with a gift of food!

Spinelli’s East Boston
282 Bennington Street, 

East Boston
(617) 567-1992

Spinelli’s Lynnfield
10 Newbury Street, 

Lynnfield
(781) 592-5552

CALL AHEAD TO PICK UP
Offering cold prepared foods and bakery

Wishing You a Safe and  
   Happy Holiday 

Season!
www.spinellis.com

Home for the Holidays
Let

Bring the Food
Keep in mind pet safety over the holidays

Zonta message board decries violence against women

Zonta Club members are,  L to R.: Joan Lanzillo-Hahesy; Diane Cambria; Bonnie Fishman; 
Sheila Arsenault; Janis Tatarka, President, and  Theresa DiPietro.  Photos by Georgia Green. 

The Zonta message board gets the word out of “NO to Violence Against Women.”
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