
Wednesday, October 28, 2020

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 

eastietimes.com

LOVE WHERE

 YOU LIVE.
BLOCK8.LIVE

By John Lynds

The Greater Boston 
Latino Network (GBLN), 
which includes the East 
Boston Ecumenical Com-
munity Council, recently 
commissioned one of two 
studies to assess the status 
of Latinx-led nonprofits 
in Boston and to better 

understand the challenges 
facing this sector. 

GBLN, along with Am-
plify Latinx—a non-par-
tisan convener building 
Latinx economic and po-
litical power in Massachu-
setts, jointly released two 
studies earlier this month 
that also highlighted the 
critical role that Latino 

Community Based Or-
ganizations (CBO) play 
in supporting the city’s 
growing Latino commu-
nity, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“These organizations 
and their leaders have tak-
en a first-responder role 
during the COVID-19 
health and economic cri-

sis, requiring many Lati-
no nonprofits to pivot and 
provide basic human ser-
vices and a critical safety 
net within their communi-
ties,” said the report. 

According to the re-
ports, there are 80 Latino 
nonprofits in the Com-

By John Lynds

Not everyone gets tested 
for COVID-19, but every-
one goes to the bathroom, 
and scientists studying the 
recent data at the MWRA’s 
Deer Island’s waste treat-
ment facility in neighbor-
ing Winthrop are seeing an 
alarming trend. 

In June, the MWRA 
Board of Directors ap-
proved a $200,000 contract 
with Biobot Analytics, Inc. 
for a six-month pilot study 
of wastewater at the Deer 

Island Treatment Plant as 
an early warning system 
tracking trends and poten-
tially predicting a second 
wave of COVID-19.

The Deer Island plant 
treats wastewater from 43 
communities in eastern 
Massachusetts, including 
Boston, which have been 
representing 40 to 50 per-
cent  of the COVID cases 
in Massachusetts.

Infectious disease ex-
perts like Ashish Jha are 

GBLN commission’s report on status of Latinx-led nonprofits

MWRA’s COVID Resurgence 
Study sees alarming trend

By John Lynds

A half-century ago, the 
late Dr. James Taylor’s 
compassionate work with 
the elderly population on 
aging issues like hyperten-
sion, heart disease and di-
abetes brought him to East 
Boston. Dr. Taylor found 

that many of his patients 
in Eastie had little or no 
access to quality health-
care due to the neigh-
borhood’s geographic 
isolation from the rest of 
Boston. Neighbors were 
living with untreated con-
ditions, pregnant women 
weren’t getting prenatal 

care early enough, and im-
portant health screenings 
were unavailable.

With only a medical re-
lief station on Gove Street 
to care for the population, 
Dr. Taylor knew it was 
time for a full-fledged 
community health center 
in the neighborhood. 

So in the late 1960s, 
Dr. Taylor worked with a 
group of Eastie mothers, 
and successfully lobbied 
city and state officials to 
dedicate funds for a bold 
expansion of the relief sta-
tion to the full service East 

EBNHC to celebrate 
50th Anniversary

Top left, For half a century EBNHC has added pro-
grams, evolved and adapted to the needs of its 
patients. 

Top right, Over the years EBNHC has addressed the 
struggles of the immigrant population here and 
worked to close healthcare inequity gaps that have 
historically existed. 

Right, Caring for children with multiple disabilities 
requires a high level of communication and coordina-
tion among care providers, medical specialists, social 
services, schools, local agencies, care centers, and 
families. EBNHC’s successful CATCH program manages 
each child’s care among all these specialists, keeping 
families informed and involved every step of the way. 
See Pages 6 and 7 for more photos.

See EBNHC Page 6

See GBLN Page 2

See MWRA Page 3

The graph released by the MWRA as part of its COVID Re-
surgence Study at the Deer Island plant shows a dramatic 
spike in COVID-19 viral RNA in tested wastewater.

By John Lynds

Early voting in Boston 
will end on Friday, Octo-
ber 30, but East Boston 
voters can still vote ear-
ly at Boston City Hall on 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday between the hours 
of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Eastie residents who 
would like to vote by mail 
but haven’t submitted a 
ballot application yet, you 
can do so until Wednesday, 
October 28 and voters can 
apply online at the Secre-
tary of State’s website. 

The Election Depart-
ment started mailing out 
the first vote-by-mail 
ballots to those who re-
quested for one earlier this 
month and will continue 
to do so as applications 
are received. “When you 
get your ballot, you should 
complete it, sign it, and re-
turn it with the envelope 
as soon as possible,” said 
Mayor Martin Walsh. “It’s 
important to follow the 
instructions, step by step. 
You can mail it in as long 
as it is postmarked by No-

vember 3 and received by 
the Election Department 
by November 6.”

Voters can also depos-
it vote-by-mail ballots at 
Eastie’s ballot dropbox. 
Eastie’s ballot dropbox is 
located at the East Boston 
Branch Library, 365 Bre-
men Street. The dropbox 
will be available seven 
days a week until 8 p.m. 

On the Nov. 3 ballot in 
Eastie are the following 
election and candidates; 

President of the 
United States:

Republican Party
Donald Trump 
(Incumbent)
Mike Pence 
(Running mate)
Democratic Party
Joe Biden
Kamala D. Harris 
(Running mate)
Green Party
Howie Hawkins
Angela Nicole Walker 
(Running mate)
Libertarian Party
Jo Jorgensen
Spike Cohen 
(Running mate)

Early voting ends 
Friday in Boston

See VOTING Page 2
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Mayor Martin J. Walsh 
and the Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC) re-
leased guidance on celebrat-
ing Halloween safely during 
the COVID-19 pandemic on 
Tuesday, urging residents 
who choose to celebrate 
Halloween to take extra pre-
cautions to keep themselves 
and others safe. Health of-
ficials have advised that 
many traditional activities, 
such as trick-or-treating, 
costume parties or crowded, 
confined spaces like haunt-
ed houses, raise the risk of 
spreading viruses. 

“Halloween is one of 
the best nights, and what’s 
most important this year is 
that any person participat-
ing in activities does so in a 
way that is safe for not only 
themselves, but also their 
neighbors and community,” 
said Mayor Walsh. “We’re 
asking people to take the ex-
tra precautions that are nec-
essary this year, including 
avoiding direct contact with 
trick-or-treaters, wearing 
masks at all times, wash-
ing hands before eating any 
treats, and avoiding attend-
ing or hosting gatherings.” 

Tips for safe trick-or-
treating:

• Trick-or-treat only with 
immediate family members.

• Avoid direct contact 
with individuals passing out 
candy.

• Wash hands before han-
dling treats.

• Wear a mask. A costume 
mask is not a substitute for a 
cloth mask.

• Stay at least 6 feet away 
from others who do not live 
with you.

• Bring hand sanitizer 
with you and use it after 
touching objects or other 
people.

• Tips to safely prepare 
for trick-or-treaters:

• Avoid direct contact 
with trick-or-treaters. 

• Wash hands before han-
dling treats.

• Set up a station outdoors 
with individually wrapped 
goodie bags for trick-or-
treaters.

• Wear a mask. A costume 
mask is not a substitute for a 
cloth mask.

• Stay at least 6 feet away 
from others who do not live 
with you.

BPHC health officials 
encourage families to find 
safer, alternative or virtual 
ways to have fun this sea-
son. The safest celebrations 

involve people from your 
household, are outdoors, 
allow for social distancing 
and other safety measures. 
In addition, BPHC is urging 
adults not to participate in 
gatherings or parties on Hal-
loween.

Halloween activities 
without risk:

• Carving or decorating 
pumpkins

• Decorating your home
• A virtual Halloween 

costume contest
• A family Halloween 

movie night
• A trick-or-treat scaven-

ger hunt at home
• A Halloween neighbor-

hood scavenger hunt from a 
distance

Halloween activities with 
risk:

• Traditional trick-or-
treating

• Trunk-or-treat events
• Haunted houses
• Hayrides or tractor rides
• Fall festivals
• Halloween parties or 

celebrations
Any Halloween activ-

ities should comply with 
COVID-19 safety guide-
lines and participants should 
limit the risk of exposure to 
COVID-19 by following 
these safety tips:

The BPHC officials said 
to keep in mind, if any 
Halloween activities may 
lead to screaming, make 
sure everyone is wearing a 
face covering and staying 
more than six feet apart. 
The greater the distance, the 
lower the risk of spreading a 
respiratory virus.

If residents may have 
COVID-19 or may have 
been exposed to someone 
with COVID-19, stay home 
and do not participate in 
in-person Halloween fes-
tivities. Residents who may 
have COVID-19, who are 
not feeling well, or have 
been exposed to the virus 
should not give out candy to 
trick-or-treaters.

As a reminder, any Hal-
loween activities are subject 
to the current gathering size 
limits set by the City of Bos-
ton and the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts.

By John Lynds

On Tuesday, November 
10 at 6 p.m., City Council-
or Lydia Edwards and the 
Edwards Empowerment 
Fund will host a virtual 
East Boston Trivia and 
Comedy Night to honor 
this year’s recipients of 
the Maverick Street Moth-
ers Scholarship. 

The winners of the 
scholarship have not been 
selected as of yet and qual-
ified candidates wishing to 
submit an application can 
email edwardsempower-
mentfund@gmail.com.  

The recipients will be 
announced ahead of the 
virtual event. 

“To honor the Maverick 
Street mothers, we cele-
brate the legacy of leaders 
whose shoulders we stand 
on and helped shape the 
history of East Boston,” 
said Councilor Edwards. 
“Scholarship recipients 
will be shining exam-
ples of what it means to 
be involved and engaged 
members of the commu-
nity. They are individuals 
who continue the import-
ant work of the original 
mothers by advocating for 
a better East Boston.”

The Maverick Street 
Mothers organized com-
munity protests in the 
late 1960’s against Lo-
gan Airport expansion 
construction. The protest 
was widely publicized as 
women, mostly mothers, 
formed a blockade using 
baby carriages to stop 
construction and delivery 
trucks on Maverick Street.

In honor of this move-
ment, the Edwards Em-
powerment Fund, a regis-
tered 501(c)3 non-profit, 
was established by the 
District 1 Councilor to up-
lift, amplify, and empow-
er residents by providing 
equitable access to edu-

cational and skill-building 
opportunities. The annual 
scholarship will be award-
ed to parents wanting to 
further their education or 
are attending Boston-area 
colleges.

Last year the Edwards 
Empowerment Fund dis-
persed over $10,000 worth 
of scholarship money to 
five deserving parents in 
East Boston at a gala that 
was attended by 100 com-
munity members at Spi-
nelli’s Banquet Hall. 

Recipients of the in-
augural Maverick Street 
Mothers Scholarship last 
year were Mary Luz Bar-
rera, Dominique DiDo-
menicis, Lisa Melara, and 
Noemy Rodriguez.

The Maverick Street 
Mothers protest was in re-
sponse to the construction 
trucks bringing fill for a 
Logan expansion project. 
The trucks drove very fast 
down the densely populat-
ed Maverick Street, creat-
ing an unsafe situation for 
children, the elderly and 
the mothers who took their 
children out for walks or 
to run errands.

On September 28, 1968, 
led by local legend the late 
Anna DeFronzo, a group 
of mothers in what was to 
become a historic protest 
against the Port Authori-
ty and airport expansion 
blocked the street.

The group became 
known as the ‘Maverick 
Street Mothers’ and their 
protest became the true 
beginning of environ-
mental justice in Eastie 
and marked the opening 
salvo and first victory in 
the neighborhood’s famed 
transportation justice 
struggles. 

After a series of clan-
destine community meet-
ings it was decided that 
only women and children 

would participate in the 
demonstration because 
many felt if men were 
involved it might lead to 
fights and violence. The 
group notified the media, 
put out a simple press re-
lease and the next day, 
September 28, the demon-
stration began.

As the dump trucks ar-
rived the mothers, most 
pushing their children in 
baby carriages, blocked 
the street.

The State Police arrived 
to restore order to the street 
and when the Maverick 
Mothers refused to back 
down. The State Police 
began to drag and push the 
mothers to the sidewalk so 
the trucks could continue. 
However, former Mayor 
Kevin White, who was be-
ing kept abreast of the sit-
uation, sent in the Boston 
Police to counter the State 
Police’s use of force.

The Boston Police 
made the trucks stop and 
ordered the protest to con-
tinue. 

That night the event 
was all over the evening 
news.

When Massport caught 
wind that the protests 
would not end, but contin-
ued the next day, Eastie’s 
elected officials pointed 
out that there were several 
other viable truck routes 
on Massport property that 
could be used.

After negotiations, 
Massport agreed to use 
the alternative truck routes 
and the Maverick Mothers 
scored a major victory 
during the era of Logan 
expansion.

For more information 
on how to purchase tick-
ets or sponsor the event, 
please email edwardsem-
powermentfund@gmail.
com or call (617) 943-
4745. 

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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monwealth that focus on 
serving Latino residents, 
a demographic projected 
to reach 15.3 percent of 
the state’s population by 
2035. These 80 Latino or-
ganizations constitute less 
than one percent of the 
state’s 9,223 non-profit or-
ganizations identified in a 
2014 inventory of all non-
profits in Massachusetts. 
The City of Boston has the 
largest number of Latino 
organizations at 37 but the 
organizations’ average of 
net resources is less than 
$4 million. 

“One out of every five 
Bostonians identifies as 
Latinx, and 43 percent of 
public school students in 
Boston are Latinx. But 
many people still think of 
Boston demographically 
along a Black/white bina-
ry,” said Karen Chacon, 
Co-Chair of GBLN. “Our 
report addresses this so-
cial reality and confirms 
the need to recognize Lat-
inx-led and Latinx-serving 
nonprofits as vital anchor 
organizations.”

While Latinx-led non-
profits and their central 
contributions to Latinx 
communities and overall 
civic life are impressive 
the reports found that 
many Latinx organiza-
tions remain invisible to 
many power brokers and 
philanthropy in Boston 
and the state. 

The reports found that 
existing Latino organiza-
tions are struggling with 
financial stability as fund-
ing remains sparse with 
less than two percent of 
philanthropic dollars be-

ing directly invested in 
Latino-based organiza-
tions. Ninety-seven of the 
total net assets of Latino 
organizations are concen-
trated in just six cities in 
Massachusetts--Boston, 
Chelsea, West Spring-
field, Lawrence, Holyoke, 
and Worcester--while the 
population that Latino 
nonprofits serve is swell-
ing and requires more ser-
vices. 

“In spite of contri-
butions critical for the 
well-being and econom-
ic mobility of the Latinx 
community and Boston as 
a whole, the sector of Lat-
inx-led community-based 
organizations is facing 
enormous challenges 
that, if not resolved, can 
threaten the very exis-
tence of many of its orga-
nizations,” read the report. 
“Such challenges include 
a reality that organizations 
must provide a range of 
services and serve as po-
litical and civic advocates 
in the Latinx community. 
Further, Latinx-led non-
profits are being forced to 
do more with less. As the 
Latinx community grows 
amid persisting inequality, 
resources are dwindling or 
not keeping pace with in-
creasing demands.”

In a time of public 
health and racial justice 
crises disproportionate-
ly affecting socially and 
economically margin-
alized communities of 
color, community-based 
Latinx organizations are 
first responders support-
ing and working directly 
with families, youth, and 

elders. 
“Many frontline work-

ers are from the Latinx 
community,” read the re-
port. “They are providing 
essential services across 
Greater Boston. Far too 
many are living in over-
crowded conditions and 
experiencing housing and 
food insecurity. Immi-
gration issues continue to 
present complex challeng-
es for Latinx individuals 
and families living under 
the threat of detention and 
deportation. In this cli-
mate, the Latinx commu-
nity is heavily dependent 
on the community-based 
organizations.” 

According to the re-
port, these organizations 
support and empower the 
Latinx community with 
culturally relevant and 
linguistically appropriate 
services and program-
ming. 

“Individually and col-
lectively, Latinx-led and 
Latinxserving organiza-
tions are creating and pro-
viding a critical safety net 
anchoring and buoying the 
Latinx community,” read 
the reports. “It is time to 
acknowledge that Latinx 
community-based organi-
zations play an essential 
role in Greater Boston.”

The two studies are not 
about the role and work of 
individual organizations 
but rather how, as a col-
lectivity of organizations, 
this sector is implement-
ing services and resources 
to enhance Latinx com-
munity-building and over-
all well-being. 

Councilor Edwards to host virtual 
East Boston Trivia and Comedy Night

Congress:
U.S. House Massachusetts 
District 7:
Democratic Party
Ayanna Pressley 
(Incumbent)
Republican Party
Rayla Campbell 
(Write-in)
Independent
Roy Owens
Unenrolled
Janine Balistreri 
(Write-in)

U.S. Senate 
Massachusetts:

Democratic Party
Edward J. Markey 
(Incumbent)
Republican Party
Kevin O’Connor
Massachusetts House of 

Representatives 
1st Suffolk District:

Democratic Party
Adrian Madaro 
(Incumbent)

Suffolk County 
Register of Probate:

Democratic Party
Felix Arroyo (Incumbent)
Independent

Althea Garrison
Independent
Melissa Tyler

Massachusetts State 
Senate 1st Suffolk and 

Middlesex District:
Democratic Party
Joseph Boncore 
(Incumbent)

Massachusetts 
Governor’s Council 

District 6:
Democratic Party
Terrence Kennedy 
(Incumbent)
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Boston has greenlight for trick-or-treating
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You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.
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seeing a dramatic spike in 
traces of the COVID-19 
virus in wastewater at the 
Deer Island plant, num-
bers that have not been 
seen since the pandemic 
began in March. 

“Every day, I stare 
at this wastewater data 
from Massachusetts and 
get more and more con-
cerned,” said Jha on Twit-
ter this week. Jha is dean 

of the Brown University 
School of Public Health, 
“This is not about testing 
or cases. This is about how 
much infection there is in 
the community. In March, 
we could be excused for 
being blindsided. What’s 
our excuse for inaction 
now?”

MWRA’s COVID Re-
surgence Study consists 
of analyzing wastewater 

samples from flows com-
ing into Deer Island from 
the north and south of 
the service area. Samples 
are collected three times 
a week with rapid analy-
sis followed by upstream 
samples in order to inform 
public health officials if an 
increased signal for the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19 
is detected. 

Analysis of wastewa-
ter for the genetic sig-
nal (viral RNA) of the 
SARS-CoV-2 that causes 

COVID-19 is proving to 
be a cost-effective ap-
proach to providing pop-
ulation-level screening for 
outbreaks of COVID-19. 
The first published report 
of this approach came 
from the Netherlands, 
where the analysis of 
wastewater was able to 
detect the genetic signal 
in advance of any known 
cases of COVID-19 in two 
cities. 

Biobot Analytics re-
leased the first demonstra-

tion of this approach in the 
United States, using data 
from courtesy samples 
provided by MWRA in 
early March 2020. Sub-
sequent studies from lo-
cations around the world 
have demonstrated the ef-
fectiveness of wastewater 
analyses to provide an ear-
ly warning of COVID-19 
outbreaks by up to seven 
days in advance of con-
firmed cases showing up 
in the public health data. 

This pilot program will 

take this approach a step 
further by continuing the 
regular analysis of the 
wastewater and trend-
ing of the signal from 
the MWRA service area 
through the end of the 
year. MWRA will likely 
use the lessons learned 
from this pilot program to 
establish a long-term pro-
gram for 2021 and beyond 
for as long as COVID-19 
continues to be a public 
health threat. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and 
Cunard Tavern’s Execu-
tive Chef Anthony Pino 
made his debut on the 
Food Network’s hit show 
Chopped last Tuesday 
night. 

Chopped is a reali-
ty-based cooking televi-
sion game show. The se-
ries pits four chefs against 
each other as they com-
pete for a chance to win 
$10,000. 

While Pino was elim-
inated, or ‘Chopped’, 
during the show’s second 
round, the Eastie chef said 
it was a great opportunity 
that he had a lot of fun do-
ing. 

“What you see on the 
show is 100 percent legit,” 
said Pino. “You have no 
idea what ingredients they 
are going to give you un-
til you open up the basket 
and start the timer.”

In the first round, Pino 
and the three other chefs 
were presented with long 
fries, baby cauliflower, 
Korean taco sauce and 

frog legs. 
Pino presented the judg-

es with beer-battered frog 
leg with baby cauliflower 
slaw. All the judges were 
impressed by the appe-
tizer and commented that 
the frog legs were cooked 
perfectly and the slaw was 
flavorful. Chef and owner 
of Fox & Son in Philly, 
Rebecca Foxman, was the 
first chef to be chopped 
and Pino advanced to the 
second round. 

Pino and the other chefs 
were presented with tor-
nado fries, chicken thighs, 
okra and bubble tea as 
ingredients for their next 
course. 

Pino presented the judg-
es with oven-fried chicken 
thigh with red curry-bub-
ble tea sauce. While the 
judges complimented Pino 
on his use of ingredients 
they felt the dish didn’t 
overwhelm them as much 
as the other two chef’s 
dishes. 

“It’s a lot of rushing and 
you only have one shot 
to get it right,” said Pino. 
“It’s not like cooking in 

the restaurant or at home 
where if you make a mis-
take you can start over.”

In the end Pino said 
he’d definitely give 
Chopped another shot and 
was glad to represent his 
hometown. 

“It was a lot of fun and 
a little bit stressful but in 
a good way,” said Pino. “I 
was just glad to be able to 
represent Eastie and put 
the Cunard on national 
television. I hope that peo-
ple that saw the show will 
come check us out next 
time they fly into Logan or 
check out the food scene 
in the neighborhood that is 
just as good as anywhere 
else in the city. I hate when 
people say Eastie’s food 
scene is ‘up and coming’ 
because it is already here 
and been here for a while.”

Born and raised in 
East Boston, Pino has 
been working in the local 
restaurant industry since 
his teenage years and then 
landed here as the exec-
utive chef at the Cunard 
after stints in New Hamp-
shire. 

Growing up just down 
the street from the current 
location of Cunard, Pino’s 
childhood was shaped by 
the East Boston restaurant 
community. A family man 
who was committed to 
serving his neighborhood, 
Pino’s father owned a pop-
ular East Boston ice cream 
shop where Pino remem-
bers getting his first taste 
of the restaurant business 
and the passion that it en-

tails. After lending a hand 
in his father’s ice cream 
shop as a young boy, Pino 
landed his first restaurant 
job washing dishes and 
folding boxes at his un-
cle’s East Boston pizza 
shop.  

Pino graduated from 
Johnson and Wales Uni-
versity with degrees in 
Culinary Arts and Food 
Service Management. 

After graduation, Pino 
honed his culinary skills 

in some of New England’s 
busiest restaurants, such 
as Spinelli’s in East Bos-
ton and as a line chef at 
Brooksby Village in Pea-
body before advancing 
to Chef de Cuisine at the 
Windsor Dining Room in 
Brooksby Village for sev-
eral years. 

Before coming to the 
Cunard in 2017 Pino 
served as Executive Chef 
at BAE Systems in Nash-
ua, NH. 
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Please save the date for the East Boston 
Resiliency Assembly, a virtual (ZOOM) 
meeting that will bring together East Boston    
Neighborhood Health Center, City health and 
emergency management leaders, first re-
sponders, non-profits, civic associations, LatinX 
groups, and residents to think about actions we 
can take to prepare for emergencies and disas-
ters before they occur and actions we can take once disasters strike.   

Let’s get it Together - Together!
Save the Date for the

East Boston Resiliency Assembly

Saturday, November 14 - 9:30 am -12:30 pm

Opportunity for Action. 
The findings from our 
2019 survey  highlight the 
strengths of the East Bos-
ton community but also 
help identify ways to im-
prove disaster prepared-
ness, community cohe-
sion and personal/cultural 
and community resilience. 
We have recommended 
possible opportunities 
for action in the commu-
nity. We very much look 
forward to engaging the 
community for feedback 
and additional recommen-
dations in this challenging 
moment which is focusing 
on fairness, equity and 
inclusion in our beloved 
neighborhood, City and 
nation.
• Organize workshops 
to increase individual 
disaster preparedness.
individuals and families 
must plan ahead for pos-

sible disasters or traumat-
ic events. For example, 
most respondents did not 
have an evacuation plan, 
a list of emergency phone 
numbers or have a com-
prehensive understanding 
of their flood insurance or 
even if they were enrolled. 
We recommend organiz-
ing workshops that can 
increase individual pre-
paredness around these 
preparedness skills, and 
also help residents learn 
how to best protect their 
families and homes from 
future events.

• Organize activities to 
increase community 
disaster preparedness. 
Community preparedness 
is the ability of communi-
ties, cultures 

and individuals to prepare 
for, withstand, and 

recover - in both the short 
and long terms - from pub-
lic health incidents. We 
recommend organizing 
community-based disaster 
preparedness activities 
such as issues around 
equality. It is important 
that any planned activities 
are efficient and effective 
at preparing communities 
and building social cohe-
sion in our very diverse 
neighborhood.

• Grow the local climate 
knowledge of newer 
East Boston residents. 
Those who have lived in  
East Boston for less than 
5 years were not as likely 
to think that there was 
reason to be
concerned with future cli-
mate and disaster events 
in their neighborhood. We 
suggest creating opportu-
nities for longer-tenured 
East Boston residents to 
share their knowledge of 
these risks
with newer East Boston 
residents, which can also 

serve as a means of build-
ing community cohesion.

• Improve social cohe-
sion within our diverse 
community. We must 
work together to develop 
a sense of community 
with a focus on Latinx 
or Spanish-speaking 
residents in East Boston - 
approximately half of the 
neighborhood’s population 
- to have the opportunity 
to engage in discussions 
and decisions around 
climate mitigation and 
adaptation strategies de-
veloped by policymakers.  
All residents should feel 
as though they are active 
members of our commu-
nity and have a voice in 
planning no matter their 
racial, ethnic or cultural 

background.

  

MWRA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Eastie Chef Anthony Pino appears on Chopped

Cunard Tavern Executive Chef Anthony Pino appeared on last week’s episode of Chopped 
on the Food Network.

Northgate Dental Center
A General & Multi-Specialty Practice
Specializing in Emergency Care

• Fillings, Crowns & Bridges
• Extractions
• Root Canal Treatment
• Gum Treatment
• Partials, Dentures

• F. Mobed, D.M.D. Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist)
•  R. Satayosh, D.M.D. Periodonstist (Gum Specialist)  

and Implant surgeon
• V. Varasteh, D.M.D. (Cosmetic Dentistry)
• L. Parsi, D.M.D.

•  Cosmetic Dentistry 
Veneers, Invisalign, Bleaching, Botox Injections

• Digital Radiographs
• State-of-the-Art Sterilization Techniques
• Microscope Aided Dentistry

www.ngdental.com

603 Broadway, Revere • 781-289-3600
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Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mailing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 

Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 
Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.com. Letters must be signed.  

We reserve the right to edit for length and content.
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Guest Op-ed

Let your heart drive you to vote, but put your mind into your voting
By Glenn Mollette

Most of the time peo-
ple marry because at that 
moment that’s where their 
hearts have led them to be. 
For better or worse many 
people stay in marriages 
most of their lives because 
they have given their heart 
to their spouse.

We sometimes pursue 
careers because we have 
a heart for the vocation. 
There is something about 
the vocation that inspires 
and motivates us. Because 
our heart is in the work, 
we stay with the occupa-
tion. Success is more like-
ly to occur where the heart 
is centered. 

We become very com-
petent with our hobbies 
because we love them so 
much. We enjoy musical 
instruments, baking, sew-
ing, wood work, painting, 
fishing, sports and what-
ever your hobby might be. 
People are often ready to 
retire from their jobs be-
cause they have hobbies, 
they love more. 

The major emphasis of 
the greatest command-
ment is to love God with 
our hearts. Jesus knew no 
one would have any com-
mitment to God without 
the full commitment of 
the heart.

The heart will take you 
places and keep you plac-
es where the mind would 
never consider. Too often 
what the mind will not 
consider the heart will not 
give up or waver from.

We often forget about 
the mind. Jesus told us to 
love God with our minds. 
Reason, commonsense, 
inquiry, thinking and ed-
ucation are all important. 
Sometimes the heart may 
cause us to be blind. We 
may love blindly. Stay 
with negative relation-
ships that are destruc-
tive. Hang on to a job or 
career pursuit that ends up 
being negative, a dead end 
and a waste of time. We 
have to involve our minds 
in our lives. Life cannot be 
lived merely by the heart. 

Heart will keep you some-
place a long time. How-
ever, your mind will help 
you to decipher whether 
it’s the right thing to do. 

Americans are at the 
polls voting. Love for 
the country, ideas, politi-
cal parties and candidates 
have Americans voting in 
masses. While you may 
love the Democratic party 
or the Republican party or 
either candidate hopefully 
you are considering all the 
reasons why you are vot-
ing.  

What do you want for 
America? Good paying 
jobs? More Government 
involvement in your 
life?  The removal of guns 
from society? The free-
dom to have guns? Less 
police security? More po-
lice security? More taxes? 
Less taxes? More jobs 
coming back to America? 
More jobs going back to 
China? Health care that 
pays for nothing? A bet-
ter health care for every 
American? What about 

our freedom? Freedom 
of speech? We love our 
freedom in America. Free-
dom to try. Freedom to 
fail. Freedom to try again. 
Freedom to succeed. Free-
dom to pursue owning a 
house, car and living an 
independent life. Maybe, 
you feel that every Ameri-
can should have the same, 
be the same and that the 
Government should take 
care of all us equally?  

This election, think 
about it. Think about what 
you want for you and your 
grandchildren. Let your 
heart drive you to vote, 
but put your mind into 
your voting.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

BE SURE TO VOTE
Okay -- this is it.
The long presidential campaign has come to an end 

and it will all be over by the time this newspaper is pub-
lished next week.

Although a record-breaking number of Americans 
already have taken advantage of the availability of ear-
ly-voting and voting by mail, there still are many voters 
who have not cast their ballots.

So here’s a reminder: 
-- Early voting in person is available in every city and 

town in Massachusetts through this Friday, October 30. 
Each town and city clerk will set its own hours each day 
for early voting, so every voter should check for their 
community’s early-voting schedule.   

--  Those who intend to vote by mail must have their 
ballot envelope postmarked by Election Day, Novem-
ber 3, AND it must be received by election officials by 
November 6.

-- For those who wish to vote the old-fashioned way 
on Election Day, Tuesday, November 3, the polls in ev-
ery city and town across the state will be open from 7:00 
AM to 8:00 PM.

Our democracy only works if we make it work -- and 
that means getting out to vote.

IT’S US VS. THE VIRUS
The stunning announcement this week by Trump ad-

ministration officials that they will be doing nothing to 
halt the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic has grave 
implications both for the health of every American and 
for the U.S. economy.

With an average of 1000 Americans dying every day 
and record-high levels of sickness overwhelming hospi-
tals all across the country, no one is safe from contract-
ing the virus.

What does this mean?
First and foremost, both first and second-level re-

sponders -- police and firefighters are in the first catego-
ry, hospital workers are in the second -- will be at huge 
risk for contracting the virus. COVID-19 already is the 
single-biggest cause of deaths among police officers 
this year and with the pandemic now completely out-of-
control, the situation only will get worse.

Second, essential workers, such as teachers and cer-
tain retail employees, also will be at high risk for con-
tracting the virus.

Third, senior citizens and those with pre-existing 
conditions basically will be confined to their homes un-
til they receive a proven vaccine, which is not expected 
to be widely available until some time next in the late 
spring or early summer. Family gatherings for the hol-
idays and other occasions simply are not safe for any-
body, especially older Americans.

Fourth, the travel, entertainment, and hospitality in-
dustry will be all but finished without massive aid from 
the federal government. Small restaurants and business-
es that were able to make it through the summer will 
face an impossible winter season.

Fifth, unemployment will remain exceedingly high 
and many Americans will struggle just to feed their fam-
ilies and pay their rent, mortgages, and car payments 
without massive government assistance.

Sixth, those who need urgent care for other health 
reasons -- such as heart attacks, cancer treatment, and 
accidents -- will be placed at risk because ICU and emer-
gency rooms will be filled with COVID-19 patients.

Seventh, state and local governments will be facing 
huge deficits and will be unable to maintain essential 
services such as public transportation without massive 
federal aid.

President Trump has been saying at his rallies in re-
cent days that we are “rounding the corner” in the battle 
against the virus, a phrase he has been using since last 
spring.

But at this point, we have rounded so many Trumpian 
corners, it is clear that we are just running in circles.

News in Brief
NOVEMBER  HVNA  
MEETING AGENDA

The next meeting of 
the Harbor View Neigh-
borhood  Association 
(HVNA) will be on No-
vember 2, at 6 p.m. The 
meeting will be via Zoom.

Please check the web-
site (harborvieweastbos-
ton.com) for instructions 
to participate by video or 
telephone. HVNA will 
continue to stream the 
meeting via Facebook live 
as well as at Facebook, 
https://www.facebook.
com/groups/harborview-
naAgenda

Welcome/Introduction 
(5min)

Boston Police Station 7 
Update    Officer Dan Si-
mons (10min)

Senior Center Con-
struction Update     Age 
Strong Commission 

(5min)
85-87 Horace Street 2nd 

Presentation and VOTE. 
Attorney Jeff Drago for 
owners Adam & Deana 
Fetherson. Proposal to 
subdivide the existing par-
cel, (87 Horace), into two 
lots. The first, (87 Horace) 
will contain 3,817 SF and 
the second (85 Horace) 
will contain 2,433 SF. 
Proposal to erect a single 
family house with multi-
ple variances required for 
both parcels. (15min).

97 Horace Street 3rd 
Presentation and VOTE. 
Attorney Richard Lynds 
for developer Joseph 
Trichilo. Subdivide the 
existing 5,000 SF parcel. 
New lot will contain 2,112 
SF. Proposal to build a 3 
Unit Condo with 4 park-
ing spaces. All Units to 
have 2 beds and 2 baths. 
(15min)

647-649 Bennington 
Street 2nd Presentation 
and VOTE. Attorney 
Marc LaCasse for owner 
Barry Caine. Proposal to 
convert a three family to a 
two family and subdivide 
the driveway to construct 
a new three family on the 
subdivided lot. (15min).

95-97 Addison Street 
2nd Presentation and 
VOTE. Attorney Mike 
Ross for developers, Nick 
Earls and Eric DiNicola. 
Proposal is to demolish 
existing home and build 
10 Condo Units with 12 
parking spaces on a 6,000 
SF lot. Addison Street is 
not zoned for residential 
units but is for Executive 
Suites. (15min).

61-63 Horace Street 
1st Presentation. Attorney 
Richard Lynds for own-
ers Terese and Richard 
Riamondi. The proposal 

is to build a 3 Unit build-
ing with parking. The new 
building would be built 
on previously subdivided 
land adjacent to the own-
ers home. He has since ac-
quired the lot next to the 
subdivision and has this 
new proposal for review. 
(25min)

747-749 Bennington 
Street 1st Presentation. 
Attorney Patrick Foley 
for owner Ken Hubbard. 
Change the occupancy 
from 3 residential units to 
4 residential units. Legal-
ize existing occupancy of 
studio apartment at garden 
level. Install new window 
and door. (15min)

Our next meeting is De-
cember 7, 2020

Visit us at: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/
harborviewna/



Wednesday, October 28, 2020 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Page 5

By John Lynds

Fall is the perfect time 
of year to plant trees, and 
Speak for Trees and Tree 
Eastie, two organizations 
that have been trying to 
rekindle the neighbor-
hood’s grassroots effort 
to get more trees planted 
in the neighborhood, col-
laborated with three other 
neighborhood groups to 
provide free trees to Eastie 
residents and plant trees in 
Liberty Plaza. 

Last weekend the group 
of volunteers from Speak 
for the Trees, Tree Eastie, 
Eastie Farm, Mothers Out 
Front and NOAH gave 
away over 50 trees to lo-
cal residents and planted 
another 20 around Liberty 
Plaza in Central Square. 

“The program was the 
result of a grant from Ac-
centure and organized by 
Boston based Speak for 
the Trees,” said Tree East-
ie’s Bill Masterson. “Over 
20 volunteers participat-
ed in the event which in-
cluded planting 14 red 
oak trees along Border 
Street in Liberty Plaza. 
These trees will provide 
much needed shade in an 
area affected by urban 
heat island. Other trees 
were planted in the Urban 
Wilds behind the Samuel 
Adams School which will 
soon provide shade to the 
playground.”

Rep. Adrian Madaro 

filled up the back of his 
dad Jacapo’s 1980’s Toy-
ota pickup truck and dis-
tributed trees to residents 
unable to pick up the free 
tree that they ordered. 

“As an environmental 
justice community that 
bears the brunt of urban 
pollution due to our prox-
imity to an International 
Airport and major high-
way trees are a proven 
way to reduce heat and 
air pollution,” said Mada-
ro. “Studies have shown 
the placement of trees in 
urban areas can cool the 
air between two and eight 
degrees. Large urban trees 
also help filter urban pol-
lutants and fine particu-
lates making the air clean-
er to breath.”

Masterson said last 
weekend’s event was a 
unique collaboration be-
tween several local envi-
ronmental groups. 

“East Boston was se-
lected by Speak for the 
Trees’ Teen Urban Tree 
Corps based on the low 
tree canopy and Eastie’s 
designation as an environ-
mental justice communi-
ty,” said Masterson. “In 
an effort to provide East 
Boston residents with re-
lief from the summer heat 
and reduce the effects of 
noise and air pollution, 
the group is hoping to re-
peat the event next spring. 
Thanks to these groups, 

we can all breathe a bit 
easier.”

For the past year Tree 
Eastie, with the help of 
Speak for Trees, has been 
teaming up with NOAH’s 
youth group and, more 
recently, Eastie Farm and 
MOF to document open 
tree pits, to care for street 
trees, and to get new trees 
planted in the neighbor-
hood.

The collaboration has 
been part of a years-long 
effort to increase Eastie’s 
tree canopy and improve 
the health and beauty of 
the neighborhood. 

Last year Tree East-
ie and NOAH received a 
grant of $10,000 to plant 
more trees in Eastie. The 
project is an effort to bring 
awareness to Eastie’s 
lack of street trees with 
the goal of doubling the 
neighborhood’s tree cano-
py coverage. Over 70 trees 
were planted last year, and 
another 40 trees are slated 
to be planted this year.

Studies show that ide-
ally for a good urban tree 
canopy there is a tree ev-
ery 20 to 25 feet.

The NOAH youth found 
there were 1,924 trees in 
Eastie and over 300,000 
linear feet of sidewalk 
space. On average there 
is a tree every 167 feet. If 
a tree was planted every 
25 feet Eastie could have 
over 12,500 trees.

Local groups come together for tree giveaway and plantings

A group of volunteers from Speak for the Trees, Tree Eastie, Eastie Farm, Mothers Out Front 
and NOAH gave away over 50 trees to local residents and planted another 20 around Lib-
erty Plaza in Central Square. 

The group of volunteers plant trees in Central Square’s Liberty Plaza. 

The group of volunteers pick up the free trees that were planted around Liberty Plaza and 
the Sam Adams School last weekend. 

Rep. Adrian Madaro (right) used his father’s pickup truck to deliver free trees to residents. 

Thanksgiving

Day Dinner

DRIVE-THRU  AND  WALK-UP  VIA  THE  BYRON  STREET  ENTRANCE

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION ,  CALL  �617) 807-0099

TAKE-OUT ONLY
SALESIAN BOYS & GIRLS CLUB, 150 BYRON STREET
THANKSGIVING  DAY ,  NOV .  26  

11 :00AM  �  1 :00PM

   

FREE  AND  OPEN  TO  A



EAST  BOSTON  COMMUNITY

HOSTED  BY  THE

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Order A...Fully Cooked Whole Turkey
Available in 2 sizes

12-14 lb. Whole Turkey $179.95 plus tax
20-22 lb. Whole Turkey $309.95 plus tax

Complete with
Homemade Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Squash, Gravy 

& Cranberry Sauce
OR

Order An...IInnddiivviidduuaall  TTuurrkkeeyy  DDiinnnneerr
With Homemade Stuffing, Gravy & Cranberry Sauce

Dinner  Includes:
Choice of Potato: Mashed, Baked or Yams

Choice of Vegetable:
Corn, Peas & Mushrooms or Butternut Squash

Choice of Dessert:
Slice of Apple,Custard or Pumpkin Pie

$17.95 Per Person

Spinelli’s Will Cook Your Thanksgiving Dinner!
Please Place Your Orders Before

Tuesday, November  24, 2020
Order by phone or Drop by

Spinelli’s East Boston
282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128

617-567-1992 Fax 617-567-5150

Spinelli’s  Lynnfield
10 Newbury St, Peabody, MA 01960

781-592-5552

Open Thanksgiving Day 8:00AM-1:00PM
Spinelli’s is looking forward to 
having Thanksgiving with you!

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to 

submit    engagement, wedding and birth 
announcements, news releases, business and 
education briefs, sports stories and photos 
for publication. Items should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 

02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-
485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 
e-mail news releases and photos to deb@

reverejournal.com
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Maria Valentini-Brito

Maria Valentini-Brito is currently the 
HRIS/Benefits Manager at East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Center. Valentini 
has worked nearly three decades at the 
Health Center and began her career in 
1989 serving as an Executive Secretary. 

“Throughout my tenure at EBNHC, I 
have seen so many changes and growth, 
both within the organization, as well as 
the communities we serve. The one con-
stant, however, is our team of dedicated, 
compassionate, diverse and caring staff. 
From the CEO’s office, to the clinical 
departments, the office workers, main-
tenance and our custodial staff – each 
EBNHC hero is valued and appreciated 
– and this is what makes this organization special and why I have worked here for 
this long.”

Deirdre A. Alba

Deirdre A. Alba is currently the Fa-
cilities Manager at East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center. Alba has worked 
over 49 years at the Health Center and 
began her career in 1979 serving as a 
Medical Records Clerk on Gove Street. 

“East Boston is my hometown and 
even though I do not live here anymore, 
when asked where I live the answer is 
always, “I’m from East Boston original-
ly”. Growing up here the sense of family 
and community was so very strong and 
tight knit.  That unbreakable bond, which 
was instilled in me growing up is what 
has kept me here at EBNHC for over 40 
years. No matter how EBNHC grew, one 
constant is family and community.”

Jeanne Sinatra

Jeanne Sinatra is currently a Program 
Manager at East Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center but began her career at the 
Health Center 30 years ago in 1980 when 
she started as an Administrative Secretary. 

“EBNHC has truly been a special place 
to work since my first day. I have had the 
pleasure of interacting with so many car-
ing, compassionate and truly dedicated 
professionals over the years who have 
enriched my life in many ways. I take 
pride in supporting EBNHC’s mission 
to provide excellent health care to East 
Boston and area residents in a way that 
is welcoming to all who seek our help.  I 
am privileged to have had the opportunity 
to work with both Past and Present Lead-
ership and am proud to have contributed 
to EBNHC’s growth and accomplishments in the last 50 years. I’m truly looking 
forward to the next chapter at EBNHC.”

Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center (EBNHC) 
we know today. 

Fifty years later EBN-
HC is going strong and 
has emerged as a nation-
al model for Community 
Health Centers across the 
country--providing easily 
accessible, high-quality 
health care to all who live 
and work in Eastie and the 
surrounding communities 
of Chelsea, Revere, Ever-
ett, and Winthrop.  Since 
that launch in 1970, the 
Health Center has oper-
ated 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week and is the 
only health center in New 
England, and one of the 
few in the country, to pro-
vide continuous care.

On Thursday, Oct 29 
EBNHC will hold a vir-
tual celebration to mark 
the Health Center’s 50th 
Anniversary. The event 
will be live streamed on 
Youtube, Facebook and 
Twitter. 

“It’s definitely a chal-
lenging time to celebrate 
with all that is going on 
with the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” said EBNHC 
President and CEO Man-
ny Lopes, who began his 
career at the Health Center 
in his teens. “But we felt 
there was still an oppor-
tunity virtually to recog-
nize all the hard work the 
Health Center has done 
over these past 50 years 
and continues to do for 
this community and the 
surrounding communities 
we serve.”

Lopes said over the 
past 50 years the EBN-
HC has been a leader and 
trailblazer in communi-
ty health and a model for 
how high-quality health-
care and other programs 
can be delivered regard-
less of a patient’s ability 
to pay, immigration status, 
religion or cultural back-
ground. 

“For me standing on 
the shoulders of the giants 
that started our mission 
50 years ago is an hon-
or,” said Lopes. “From the 
mothers that worked with 
Dr. Taylor in the 1960’s 
and first advocated for 
the relief station to be a 
community health center 
to the original and current 
board members like Rita 
Sorrento who dedicated 
their time to our mission 
for decades and to people 
like our former President 
and CEO Jack Cradock 
who, in 1978, helped to 
begin an era of growth 
that helped us emerge as 
a nationally recognized 
institution--it is really an 
honor and privilege to 
continue their work at EB-
NHC.”

Lopes said on the lo-
cal level, the community 
sometimes forgets how 
EBNHC’s national pres-
ence and recognition has 
helped improve the deliv-
ery of healthcare across 
the country.  

“We set the standard in 
many ways and were the 
first community health 
center in the nation to im-

plement electronic medi-
cal records through EPIC, 
the first to implement a 
PACE program that help 
elderly patients age safely 
at home and the first and 
only community health 
center to have a 24 hour 
emergency department 
that is one of the largest in 
the country,” said Lopes. 
“The key to our success 
over the years has been 
our focus on the needs of 
the community and how 
we can use innovation and 
growth to deliver quali-
ty healthcare and address 
these needs. Over the past 
half century we have been 
creative and innovative 
in developing plans and 
programs that have helped 
our communities live 
healthy lives.”

Lopes said the ongoing 
pandemic has really high-
lighted the ongoing needs 
in the community. 

“This current pandemic 
has put the greatest spot-
light on the inequities that 
continue to exist in our 
healthcare system and the 
work we still have to do 
for people,” said Lopes. 
“Many are not getting the 
healthcare that they need 
at a time when they need it 
the most. These people are 
challenged by socioeco-
nomic factors like hous-
ing, income, food insecu-
rity, race, and the COVID 
pandemic has only ampli-
fied our need to do more. 
We’ve done a lot but we 
still have a lot of work to 
do.”

The EBNHC was the first and only community health center to run a 24-hour, seven-day-a-
week emergency department that is the largest in the nation. 

When childhood obesity and diabetes emerged as an issue in the community EBNHC Let’s 
Get Movin’ program helped youth lead more healthy lives by teaching about nutrition 
and physical fitness. Aside from delivering high-quality healthcare to all who walk through its doors, the EBN-

HV has emerged as a national leader with programs that address a wide range of issues. 

The staff at EBNHC has consistently called the Health Center one of the best places to 
work. Many staffers have worked for decades at the Health Center. 

EBNHC  // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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The late Dr. James Taylor, one of the founding physicians 
of EBNHC who served as the Health Centers Chief Medical 
Officer for decades. 

Former EBNHC President and CEO Jack Cradock, who in 
1978 oversaw the growth and expansion of the Health 
Center into a nationally recognized institution. 

For 50 years the Health Center has addressed the needs of 
the community of all ages. 

The groundbreaking of the EBNHC five decades ago. The Health Center replaced the old East Boston Relief Station on 
Gove Street. 

On Thursday, Oct 29 EBNHC will hold a virtual celebration to mark the Health Center’s 50th Anniversary. The event will be 
live streamed on Youtube, Facebook and Twitter. 

EBNHC staff celebrates a birthday at the Health Center’s PACE program that helps elderly patients age at home. 

EBNHC TO CELEBRATE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
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By Seth Daniel

Everett Redevelopment 
Authority (ERA) members 
said they were encour-
aged with the interest in 
the parking lot parcels at 
Everett Square through the 
recent bidding process that 
has taken place through the 
summer.

After a meeting of the 
ERA Monday night, City 
Planner Tony Sousa said 
they had received five pro-
posals from their Request 
for Information (RFI) they 
put out to the development 
world at the end of the 
spring.

“The purpose of the RFI 
was to gauge if there was 
interest,” he said. “Indeed, 
there was interest. We talk-
ed to other redevelopment 
authorities in Malden and 
Worcester and five propos-
als are pretty solid. Some-
times you don’t get any and 
sometimes you get a cou-
ple. We have been told that 
three to five proposals is the 
sweet spot.”

The ERA had put out a 
previous RFI for the Square 
last year, and got back three 
proposals. However, at that 
time, the City had not yet 
been approved by the state 

for its Everett Square Urban 
Renewal Plan (URP). After 
having been approved for 
that plan earlier this year, 
they decided to put out an-
other RFI. Only one propo-
nent from the earlier round 
re-submitted, Sousa said.

Those who have submit-
ted proposals include:

•Sal Sacro of the Sacro 
Development.

•Di Girolomo Cos./Rich 
Di Girolomo, owner of 
Braza Grille property.

•Legacy Building and 
Development/Charlie Zam-
muto, developer of the old 
pizza place on Main Street.

•Equity Residential.
•Chestnut Equity/Build-

ing Wealth & Communi-
ties/Boston Realty Advi-
sors (Joint venture).

The RFI was specifi-
cally gauging interest in 
the parking lots in Everett 
Square adjacent to Braza 
Grille and the Sacro Tow-
er. The City has called for 
a mixed-use development 
that would include residen-
tial and retail on the ground 
floor. There was a prefer-
ence for developers who 
were willing and able to 
leverage relationships with 

Candidates were 
out and about on 
Tuesday morning, 
Sept. 17, for the 
City Preliminary 
Election, which fea-
tured the Council 
at-large candidates 
competing against 
each other. Only 
one in the field was 
set to be eliminat-
ed, and a low turn-
out was expected, 
but many in the 
race felt it was a 
good bellwether to 
see how the cam-
paigns are faring 
right now. Pictured 
in Everett Square 
campaigning was Jimmy Green, Paul Russo and Councilor Wayne Matewsky. Just down the street was Councilor John Hanlon with Sal Sacro and State Rep. Joe McGonagle – among others. For complete results, check the Everett Independent’s website and social media this evening, (www.everettindependent.com and @EverettIndy).
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PHOTO BY JIM VALENTEAll the Hawks can do is chase Everett’s Tyrese Baptiste (11) in vain as he jets into open field and to the end zone for the Crimson Tide. The Tide hosted the Xaverian Hawks on Friday night, Sept. 13, and controlled the game. The final score ended up 27-21 after Xaverian scored a touchdown in the final seconds. See Page 9 for story and more photos.

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERSThe Wailers, the original band that played with Reggae icon Bob Marley, performed as the headlining act at Village Fest on Saturday night, Sept. 14. Thousands of Everett resi-dents and visitors to the city came out once again to take in the local flavor combination of great music, family fun, great breweries/distilleries and food galore. Johnny D’Agos-tino, known as the moderator for the popular Everett Facebook page, emceed the event on Saturday and kept the fun going all evening. See Page 11 for more photos.

City officials 
give parking 
update on 
Lower 
Broadway

By Laura Plummer

Three months after En-
core Boston opened its 
doors to the public, City 
officials met with Council 
on Sept. 3, to update them 
on the parking situation on 
Lower Broadway.

Prior to its summer re-
cess back in June, Council 
meetings were dominat-
ed by concerns about how 
the casino opening would 
impact the day-to-day life 
of residents in Everett, not 
the least of which was the 
worry that residential dis-
tricts would be flooded with 
non-residents parking along 
the streets and taking public 
transportation down to the 
resort.

At that time, some Coun-
cilors felt that the City’s 
focus on Lower Broadway 
was too small in scope and 
ignored potential issues 
outside of this area. It was 
agreed that the city would 
address Council in another 
three months to provide an 
update.

Everett Police Sergeant 
Joe Gaff and the May-
or’s Chief of Staff Kevin 
O’Donnell announced that 
the traffic and parking sit-
uation on Lower Broadway 
was “better than anybody 
anticipated,” something 
they attributed to educating 
the community about using 
public transportation.

“Everybody who’s put 
their energy down there 
is reaping the rewards. 

Council calls 
for solution to 
city’s rodent 
problem

By Laura Plummer

At its first meeting of 
the fall on Monday, Sept. 
3, Council addressed com-
plaints of a surge in the 
city’s rat population, per-
haps due to an increase in 
recent construction proj-
ects.

Councilor Wayne 
Matewsky said he had re-
ceived numerous phone 
calls from residents, not 
only in his own ward, but 
also from around the city 
who are seeking a solution 
to the city’s rat problem. 
He identified the follow-
ing streets as being areas 
of concern: Bolster, Elm, 
Elsie, Estes, George and 
Paris.

“This may not seem like 
an issue that affects every-
body, but it’s all over the 
city,” he said. “They’re 
coming from somewhere. 
There has to be an aware-
ness.”

VILLAGE 
FEST

 CITY PRELIMINARY ELECTION

By Seth Daniel

Nearly $400 million was 
wagered at Encore Boston 
Harbor in August, with a 
strong showing on table 
games once again, but a 
continuing “soft” perfor-
mance on the sea of slot 
machines at the resort.

The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission 
(MGC) released its August 

numbers on Monday, and 
found that Encore outpaced 
the two other casinos in the 
state by a longshot, bring-
ing in $52.8 million in 
Gross Gaming Revenues 
for the month. That was 
nearly $4 million more than 
their number in July.

The total wagered for 
August was $391.47 mil-
lion (a number that consists 
of the total coin-in wagered 

on the slots and the reve-
nues from table games).

The numbers were built 
on another strong perfor-
mance on the table games, 
where Encore logged $32.2 
million in revenues for Au-
gust, which was nearly $5 
million over July’s number 
– which was considered 
very strong.

Everett Redevelopment receives 
strong interest in Everett Square lots

Five proposals

THE CHASE

Encore gaming numbers continue 
to grow, though slots remain ‘soft’

By Seth Daniel

The time-honored per-
ception in Everett Public 
Schools has been that many 
of the students in the class-
rooms don’t necessary live 
in the city.

It has been a rumor or 
innuendo for years upon 
years, and now the School 
Committee and City Ad-

ministration are looking to 
bring in more stringent re-
quirements for students to 
prove residency – as Ever-
ett is one of the most lenient 
in the area on the issue.

“There were times in the 
past when people would 
say they knew our star foot-
ball player lives in Boston 
and they needed to be an 
investigation,” said School 

Committeeman Frank 
Parker. “They say that be-
cause they see him get on 
a bus going into Boston. It 
ends up he was homeless 
and going into the shelter at 
Youth Harbor. There is fact 
and there is perception. We 
need to operate on fact so 
there isn’t such perceptions 

School Committee moves to look into 
more restrictive student residency
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By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3
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By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com
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617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
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Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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www.century21mario.com
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri
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Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
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$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
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Our Offices will be 
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Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588
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(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER
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The MBTA is remind-
ing customers of upcom-
ing schedule changes com-
ing to the Commuter Rail 
network this fall effective 
Monday, Nov. 2. These 
updates are being made 
in response to changing 
ridership patterns on the 
Commuter Rail as a result 
of the pandemic.

The goal of these 
schedule changes is to 
accommodate traditional 
ridership while also adapt-
ing service where com-
mutes have changed (to 
accommodate new stag-
gered work start times, 
for example) and where 
the Commuter Rail may 
become a new option for 
some customers. These 
schedules aim to level out 
service consistently over 
the course of the day and 

eliminate gaps in mid-day 
service, providing more 
options to riders that pro-
mote social distancing. 

More Information on 
Fall Changes Effective 
November 2:

Full schedules effec-
tive Nov. 2 are available 
at mbta.com. Train counts 
will increase on weekdays 
from 505 in fall 2019 to 
544 in this fall 2020, uti-
lizing the same number 
of train sets and crews as 
October 2019. Thirty-two 
of the 39 new trains (82 
percent) will serve either 
Fairmount, Brockton, or 
Lynn:

•Fairmont service: This 
fall, mid-day service will 
operate every 45 minutes 
(fall 2019 mid-day service 
operated every 60 min-
utes).

•Brockton service: This 
fall, mid-day service will 
operate every sixty to 70 
minutes (fall 2019 mid-
day service ranged 90 to 
120 minutes).

•Lynn service: This fall, 
mid-day service will oper-
ate every 30 minutes (fall 
2019 service ranged from 
30 to n90 minutes).

Other key service 
changes include:

•Providence ser-
vice: Service will be 
more evenly distributed 
throughout the day with 
consistent, all-day service 
and 60-minute headways.

•Worcester service: 
Better commute options 
will be offered with the 
reintroduction of Express 
trains. The Heart to Hub 
service on the Worcester 
Line will also resume, op-
erating at more convenient 
times and also serving 
Framingham. 

Commuter Rail Service 
Pilot Updates:

In an effort to fairly 

assess current Commut-
er Rail service pilots that 
have been affected by the 
pandemic and current rid-
ership counts, changes to 
some Commuter Rail ser-
vice pilots will be in effect 
beginning Nov. 2. The cri-
teria for evaluating these 
service pilots will also 
be updated to account for 
lower ridership and new 
budget realities.

•The late-night South 
Shore schedule change pi-
lot that began in fall 2019 
will be paused. This pilot 
will be considered in the 
future when ridership and 
large events in Boston re-
turn.

•The Foxboro Weekday 
Service pilot that began in 
fall 2019 will be tempo-
rarily suspended. This pi-
lot is scheduled to restart 
in spring 2021.

•The Fairmount Line 
Weekday Service pi-
lot that added eight addi-
tional trips to the Line in 
June 2020 will continue 

and be expanded in the 
fall 2020 schedules. Two 
more trips will be added 
in order to provide trains 
at a regular 45-minute in-
terval.

Commuter Rail Fare Pi-
lot Updates:

The Lynn Zone 1A 
pilot remains in ef-
fect through Dec. 31, 
2020. This pilot provides 
additional travel options 
for North Shore custom-
ers, eases crowding on 
nearby bus routes, and al-
lows the MBTA to collect 
ridership data related to 
the effects of temporary 
fare changes on relieving 
crowding.

The Five-Day Flex Pass 
pilot will be extended to 
Dec. 31, 2020. The Five-
Day Flex Pass on mTick-
et is a bundled fare good 
for any five days of travel 
within a 30-day period.

The Youth Pass is cur-
rently valid on all Com-
muter Rail Zones with this 
pilot extended to Dec. 31, 

2020. The Youth Pass Pro-
gram is a partnership be-
tween the MBTA and par-
ticipating cities and towns 
that offers young adults 
with low incomes roughly 
50 percent reduced one-
way fares or $30 monthly 
LinkPasses and was pre-
viously only available on 
bus and subway.

The Foxboro Reverse 
Commute Fare pilot will 
end on Oct. 30, 2020. This 
fare pilot offered a fare 
equal to that of an inter-
zone 4 fare to commuters 
who traveled from Zone 
1A stations on the Frank-
lin and Fairmount Lines 
to Foxboro in the morning 
and returned to Boston in 
the evening.

For more information, 
visit mbta.com or connect 
with the T on Twitter @
MBTA, Facebook /TheM-
BTA, or Instagram@
theMBTA.

As part of the Trump 
Administration’s com-
prehensive national effort 
to fight the COVID-19 
pandemic, and to assist 
the nation’s Governors 
in doing so, the U.S. De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) is 

sending 2,070,000 state-of-
the-art Abbott BinaxNOW 
COVID-19 point of care 
antigen tests to the Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts. 

The rapid point of care 
tests, which can diagnose 
coronavirus infection in 

as little as 15 minutes, 
will be distributed at the 
discretion of Gov. Charlie 
Baker to support testing 
K-12 students, teachers, 
nursing home patients and 
staff, higher education, 
critical infrastructure, first 
responders, and other pri-
orities as he deems fit.

The Trump Adminis-
tration has shipped over 
167,000 COVID-19 rapid 
tests directly to congregate 
care settings such as Mas-
sachusetts nursing homes 
and assisted living facil-
ities. As of Oct. 26, over 
552,000 BinaxNOW tests 
have been shipped to Mas-
sachusetts.

“To facilitate the con-
tinued re-opening of Mas-
sachusetts schools, busi-
nesses and economy, the 
Trump Administration has 
prioritized scaling up the 
state’s point of care test-
ing capacity by making 
this $760 million national 
investment in BinaxNOW 
tests,” said Assistant Sec-
retary for Health Admiral 
Brett Giroir, MD. “Distrib-
uting these rapid tests di-
rectly to states is consistent 
with the Trump Adminis-
tration’s successful, ongo-
ing approach of testing the 
right person, with the right 
test at the right time, is 
working and the effort will 
continue until the pandem-
ic is under control.”

In preliminary feedback, 
the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts has shared 
their plan to use Binax-
NOW tests to support K-12 
schools. The Massachu-
setts Department of Public 
Health is also working to 
conduct side-by-side test-
ing utilizing a PCR assay 

and BinaxNOW tests to 
help inform their future de-
ployment of tests.

Giroir pointed out that 
testing does not substitute 
for avoiding crowded in-
door spaces, washing one’s 
hands, or wearing a mask 
when not able to physically 
distance. 

“Combining personal 
responsibility with smart 
testing is a foundational 
pillar of the Administra-
tion’s national testing strat-
egy,” he said

The Federal government 
purchased Abbott Binax-
NOW diagnostic tests 
on August 27, to ensure 
equitable distribution of 
the first 150 million units 
– one day after an Emer-
gency Use Authorization 
(EUA) was issued by the 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) – to ensure 
they would be expeditious-
ly distributed to vulnerable 
populations as quickly as 
possible. Now that initial 
distribution of these tests 
to all 50 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia is well 
underway, it ensures the 
nation’s governors will not 
have to compete for the ini-
tial BinaxNOW shipments, 
or waste precious time to 
set up individual purchas-
ing contracts with the man-
ufacturer.

HHS has also provided 
all CLIA-certified nurs-
ing homes over 11 million 
rapid point of care tests, 
this includes Abbott Bi-
naxNOW FDA-authorized 
antigen diagnostic tests 
and either a Quidel Sofia 2 
or Becton, Dickinson and 
Company (BD) Veritor™ 
Plus System instrument(s) 
with associated tests.

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP •(617) 846-6880 • WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30pm Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Prince Pasta ....................................10/$10.00
(ex lasagna & jumbo shells) 

Knorr Rice or Pasta Sides ............10/$10.00
Noosa Yogurt ..................................10/$10.00
Starbucks K-Cups .................................. $5.99 
Capri Sun Drinks ..................................2/$5.00
Prego Pasta Sauce ............................. 2/$4.00
Best Yet Macaroni & Cheese ........... 2/$1.00

Single Box Only

Kens Salad Dressing  9 oz ................ 2/$3.00
Tuttorosso Canned Tomatoes ..........4/$5.00
Dole Fruit Bowls ..................................2/$5.00
Eggo Waffles........................................ 2/$4.00

(ex thick & Fluffy)

Ellios Pizza .......................................... 2/$6.00
Mama Rosie's Ravioli  12 oz ............ 2/$3.00
Best Yet Sour Cream  16 oz ............ 2/$3.00
Best Yet Chocolate Chip Cookie ...... 2/$4.00

Belgioioso Slicing Provolone ............. $5.99/lb
Freirich Cooked Corned Beef ............ $6.99/lb
Russer Honey Maple Ham ................ $5.99/lb
Hans Kissle Cheese Tortellini Salad ... $6.99/lb

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Weekend Specials
Friday, October 30th through Sunday November 1st

"while supplies last"

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 4TH, 2020

Produce
Zucchini or Summer Squash ................ 99¢/lb
Fresh Bunched Scallions .................... 2/$1.00
Fresh & Crisp Red LeRouge Peppers .. $2.39/lb
Ocean Spray Fresh Cranberries  12 oz bag.... $1.99
Natures Finest All Purpose
White Potatoes  5 lb bag ................... 2/$5.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Bone In Split Chicken Breast .......... $1.99/lb
London Broil Shoulder Steaks ........ $3.99/lb
Boneless Skinless Chicken Thighs .. $1.99/lb

Pork Tenderloin .................................. $3.99/lb
Best Yet Bacon  16 oz ...................2/$10.00
Jack Daniels Pulled 
BBQ Pork or Chicken ...................... 2/$12.00
Mrs. Budds Pot Pies
Select Varieties  36 oz ................. 2/$12.00

Family Pack Specials

Bakery
BAKERY
Banana Nut Muffins 4pk .................................$4.99

DELI
Great Lakes American Cheese ................ $2.99/lb
Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast ....................$4.99/lb
Our Own In Store Cooked Chickens ...2/$10.00+meal tax

PRODUCE
Select Cucumbers ......................................2/$1.00
Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes ............................$1.89/lb
Yellow Onions 2lb Bag .........................................................89¢

MEAT
Family Pack 85% Hamburger (2lbs+) ...... $4.49/lb
Family Pack Chicken Tenders .....................$1.99/lb
Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 31-40ct .............. $7.99

GROCERY
Progresso Soups  ................................. 4/$5.00 limit 8

(Vegetable Classic Only)

Brighams Ice Cream .......................... 2/$7.00 limit 4
Tropicana Orange Juice 59oz.  ...... 2/$6.00 limit 4

White Sour Dough Oval Bread .............. $2.99 
Buttermilk Biscuits  4 pk ......................$1.99 
Jumbo Glazed Donuts ............................ $4.49

Trump administration sending 2.07 million state-of-the art BinaxNOW tests

NICOLE BETTANO 
(781) 330-9064
nicole@546regroup.com

546 realty group, inc. 

Thinking of selling 
or buying?

I’m able to give my clients the 
individual attention that they 

deserve. 

Reach out, I’d be happy to help 
with any of your real estate needs.

MassDevelopment an-
nounced that after three 
years as President and 
CEO, Lauren A. Liss 
would step down from 
this position at the end of 
the calendar year. Hous-
ing and Economic Devel-
opment Secretary Mike 
Kennealy, who serves as 
chairman of the Board 
of Directors of MassDe-
velopment, will lead the 
search for the next head 
of the state’s finance and 
development agency.

“Lauren has been an in-
credible partner and lead-
er as she has put Mass-
Development’s many 
programs and resources 
to work creating jobs for 

our residents, increasing 
investment in our com-
munities, and spurring 
economic growth state-
wide,” said Housing and 
Economic Development 
Secretary Mike Kennealy. 
“From providing critical 
financing to growing busi-
nesses to supporting the 
construction of new hous-
ing units, Lauren and the 
MassDevelopment team 
have played an essential 
role in our administra-
tion’s work on countless 
projects and initiatives.”

Gov. Charlie Baker ap-
pointed and the Board ap-
proved Liss to lead Mass-
Development (formally 
the Massachusetts Devel-

opment Finance Agen-
cy) in 2017, where she 
first served under former 
Board Chair Jay Ash and 
current Chair, Secretary 
Kennealy. Prior to joining 
MassDevelopment, Liss 
held leadership positions 
in both the private and 
public sectors, includ-
ing Commissioner of the 
Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection and a partner in 
a Boston law firm.

“It has been an honor 
and a privilege to return 
to public service to lead 
MassDevelopment during 
a period of such tremen-
dous growth,” said Liss. 
“I have thoroughly en-

joyed my tenure, working 
with the Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration, the MassDe-
velopment Board, and all 
our dedicated colleagues 
and staff to spur econom-
ic development across the 
Commonwealth, particu-
larly in our underserved 
communities.”

In fiscal year 2020, 
MassDevelopment fi-
nanced or managed 341 
projects generating in-
vestment of more than 
$2.69 billion in the Mas-
sachusetts economy. 
These projects are esti-
mated to create or support 
10,871 jobs and build or 
preserve 1,787 housing 
units. As president and 

CEO, Liss expanded its 
work in Gateway Cities 
through an array of fi-
nance programs and real 
estate services – such as 
the Transformative Devel-
opment Initiative (TDI) 
and Commonwealth Plac-
es program – and oversaw 
tremendous growth at De-
vens, MassDevelpment’s 
iconic mixed-use redevel-
opment of the former Fort 
Devens.

This year, under Liss’ 
leadership and in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 
pandemic, MassDevelop-
ment pivoted programs 
and tools to support small 
businesses in some of the 
state’s hardest-hit com-

munities and aid in eco-
nomic recovery. These 
efforts helped to stabilize 
businesses in TDI dis-
tricts, and created crowd-
funding opportunities for 
community partners to 
prepare public spaces and 
commercial districts to 
safely serve residents and 
visitors.

MassDevelopment, the 
state’s finance and devel-
opment agency, works 
with businesses, nonprof-
its, banks, and communi-
ties to stimulate economic 
growth across the Com-
monwealth.

Lauren A. Liss will step down as MassDevelopment’s President and CEO

 Fall 2020 Commuter Rail schedule changes to take effect Monday, Nov. 2

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416
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LEGAL NOTICE

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

 

Size: 160x600 IAB
$30000 per month/per site

3 SPOTS AVAILABLE 
ON EACH SITE  

JUST A CLICK AWAY

reverejournal.com• winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com 

chelsearecord.com • charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com
northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com
jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

Traffic reports available upon request

Call your Rep. at 781-485-0588

First Come - First Served

Sales Rep Ext
Deb x101   Kathy x110   Maureen x103   Sioux x125   Peter x106

$30000 per month/per site

12 COMMUNITIES TO CHOOSE FROM

Combo Rates available! 
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

SAFELYSAFELYSAFELYSAFELY

COVID-19 has changed everything. 

Connect with our readers of The Revere Journal, 
The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times Free Press, 

 Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal who are looking 
for options in light of the current crisis in our October editions: 

• Do you have a different schedule
    or new protocols for in-person activities?  
• Dynamic online opportunities?

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2x3...........Any 3 $225...........All 6......$325 
2x5...........Any 3 $450..........All 6......$550
3x5...........Any 3 $550..........All 6......$650
3x10 or 5x6..Any 3 $700.....All 6......$850

Banner (6x3).............$200   per city
  Color incl. in cost of advert.

Call 781-485-0588 or e-mail your Sales Rep to get started!

LivingLiving

Fall Can Be the Best Time to Replace Your Furnace!

Does YOUR Heating System 
Need Repair?

The City of Boston’s Senior Save programs, offer grants of up to 
$8,000 and/or zero percent interest deferred loans for replacement of 

older or inefficient heating systems to qualified homeowners. 

Call Anthony D’Andrea at NOAH at 617-418-8265 for more info.

Anthony will contact you to get your information and help you fill out an appli-
cation. 

This no-cost City of Boston Department of Neighborhood Development Boston 
Home Center program is designed to help low /moderate income homeowners 
who have older, in effective heating systems/boilers. Inefficient heating systems 
can contribute to climate change and sea-level rise. They also waste a family’s 
money on fuel, which robs them much-needed income, 
An approved, licensed and insured contractor will perform all work.

Neighborhood of Affordable Housing 
143 Border Street, East Boston 

617-418-8265 
www.noahcdc.org

To be eligible you must:
• Own and reside in your own one-to-four family home in Boston
• Have a household income not exceeding 80% of the HUD AMI (limits below)**
• Be 60 or older.
• Have a heating system/boiler that needs repair or replacement

  

**Income Eligibility Requirements

# of persons in household  1 2 3 4 5 6

Maximum gross income $67,400 $77,000 $86,650 $96,250 $103,750 $111,650

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
GENERAL PROBATE
PETITION
Docket No.
SU489378
Estate of:
Angelo Staffieri
Date of Death:
03/14/1975
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed 
by: William F. Maradei Et. 
Al of Boston, MA requesting 
This Court to Issue an Order 
Confirming and Ratifying 
the Act of the Executor Ralph 
A. Staffieri, by his Action in 
Executing the Deed of the 
Premises to Himself for a 
Nominal Consideration, said 
deed being dated March 16, 
1976 Nunc Pro Tunc and to 
Ratify that said deed of the 
Premises is not Defective 
by Reason of Failure to list 
the Consideration of Fifteen 
Thousand and 00/100 Dol-
lars being the Amount in the 
Licenses to Sell.
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
11/19/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 

you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return date, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 19, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

10/28/20
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
ORDER FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING
Docket No.
SU20D1284DR
Yanique Richards
vs.
David Richards
Upon motion of plaintiff(s) 
for an order directing the 
defendant(s), to appear, 
plead, or answer, in accor-
dance with Mass.R.Civ.P./
Mass.R.Dom.Rel.P. Rule 4, it 
appearing to the court that 
this is an action for Divorce 
1B.
Pursuant to Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411, an 
Automatic Restraining Order 
has been entered against 
the above named parties.  
Defendant cannot be found 
within the Commonwealth 
and his/her present where-
abouts are unknown. Per-
sonal service on defendant 
is therefore not practicable, 

and the defendant has not 
voluntarily appeared in this 
action.
It is Ordered that defendant 
is directed to appear, plead, 
answer, or otherwise move 
with respect to the amended 
complaint herein on or 
before the return day of 
December 31, 2020.
If you fail to do so this Court 
will proceed to a hearing and 
adjudication of this matter.
Date: October 16, 2020
Hon. Frances M. Giordano
Justice of Probate and Fam-
ily Court

10/28/20
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU20P1887EA
Estate of:
Rose P. Viola
Date of Death:
06/10/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Mary E. Gillis of 
Winthrop, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as request-
ed in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Mary E. Gillis of Winthrop, 
MA be appointed as Personal 

Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Sure-
ty on the bond in an unsu-
pervised administration. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 11/19/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly 
from the Personal Represen-
tative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 15, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

10/28/20
EB

United States Attor-
ney Andrew Lelling an-
nounces the creation of 
a statewide Civil Rights 
Task Force, which will 
coordinate with, and sup-
port, local and state law 
enforcement in prevent-
ing, investigating and 
prosecuting civil rights 
violations in Massachu-
setts. The Task Force will 
enhance collaboration 
among federal, state and 
local law enforcement to 
better identify and deter 
threats, work to strength-
en relationships between 
law enforcement and 
community members, and 
provide training and sup-
port to local police depart-
ments confronting civil 
rights issues. 

“The current intensity 
of public concern with is-
sues of racial equity, per-
secution of minorities, and 
relations between minori-
ty communities and law 
enforcement, demands a 
coordinated law enforce-

ment response,” said U.S. 
Attorney Lelling.  “In 
short, we need to do some-
thing and, in the interest 
of bolstering the public’s 
trust, the public needs to 
see that we take these is-
sues seriously and will be 
accountable for our suc-
cess or failure.  I want to 
thank the state and local 
officials joining me today 
to launch this effort.”

Today, U.S. Attorney 
Lelling hosted the Task 
Force’s initial leadership 
meeting. The leadership 
team is charged with 
choosing representatives 
for the Task Force’s pri-
mary working group and 
will set priorities for the 
group. The leadership 
members in attendance at 
today’s meeting included: 
Terrence Reidy, Under-
secretary for Law En-
forcement, Executive Of-
fice of Public Safety and 
Security, Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts; William 
Gross, Commissioner of 

the Boston Police Depart-
ment; Jeff W. Farnsworth, 
the Chief of Police for the 
Hampden Police Depart-
ment and the President of 
the Massachusetts Chiefs 
of Police Association; and 
Gina Kwon, Chief of the 
Criminal Bureau, Massa-
chusetts Attorney Gener-
al’s Office.

U.S. Attorney Lelling 
and the leadership team 
outlined the importance 
of a statewide collective 
focused on providing sup-
port and resources to local 
and state law enforcement 
on civil rights issues. They 
also provided details sur-
rounding the structure of 
the new Civil Rights Task 
Force, and the selection 
process for appointing 
members. The general 
Task Force membership is 
expected to meet and be-
gin providing resources to 
local police departments, 
community organizations 
and police chiefs in Janu-
ary 2021.

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                     PRICE
DeLosSantos, Samantha M Boardman Holdings LLC 16 Boardman St #206      $221,900
Sudenfield, Nathan Boardman Holdings LLC 16 Boardman St #304     $288,700
DMJ 159 LLC 159 Cowper Street LLC 159 Cowper St                $1,220,000 
Kalo, Daniel         NBC Properties LLC 36 Eutaw St #38               $480,000
Snyder, Nicholas Snyder, Thomas J       433 Frankfort St            $220,000
Kravitz, Mackenzie     Haynes Dev Partners LLC 20 Haynes St #102            $649,000
Zhao, Xi Creative Invest&Hldg LLC 286 Princeton St            $803,000
Powers, Matthew Arhab, Amel 1052 Saratoga St              $1,200,000 
Kane, John Brady, Sean 867 Saratoga St #1         $508,000 
Hoffman, Drake          Zabbo, August J 113 Sumner St #52        $331,528 
Szymanski, Gina                 Santosuosso, Gladys J 138-140 Webster St          $1,060,000 
Harrison, Maray E      Hurley, Dominique E   263 Webster St #1          $870,000

U.S. Attorney Lelling announces the 
creation of Civil Rights Task Force
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BALLOT 
QUESTIONS
INFO FOR VOTERS

1. 
Motor Vehicle Mechinal Data

ARGUMENTS

This proposed law would 
require that motor vehicle 
owners and independent 
repair facilities be provided 
with expanded access to 
mechanical data related to 

vehicle maintenance and repair.
Starting with model year 2022, the proposed 
law would require manufacturers of motor 
vehicles sold in Massachusetts to equip any such 
vehicles that use telematics systems –- systems 
that collect and wirelessly transmit mechanical 
data to a remote server –- with a standardized 
open access data platform. Owners of motor 
vehicles with telematics systems would get access 
to mechanical data through a mobile device 

application. With vehicle owner authorization, 
independent repair facilities (those not 
affiliated with a manufacturer) and independent 
dealerships would be able to retrieve mechanical 
data from, and send commands to, the vehicle 
for repair, maintenance, and diagnostic testing.
Under the proposed law, manufacturers 
would not be allowed to require authorization 
before owners or repair facilities could access 
mechanical data stored in a motor vehicle’s 
on-board diagnostic system, except through an 
authorization process standardized across all 
makes and models and administered by an entity 
unaffiliated with the manufacturer.
The proposed law would require the Attorney 
General to prepare a notice for prospective 

motor vehicle owners and lessees explaining 
telematics systems and the proposed law’s 
requirements concerning access to the vehicle’s 
mechanical data. Under the proposed law, 
dealers would have to provide prospective 
owners with, and prospective owners would 
have to acknowledge receipt of, the notice 
before buying or leasing a vehicle. Failure to 
comply with these notice requirements would 
subject motor vehicle dealers to sanctions by the 
applicable licensing authority.
Motor vehicle owners and independent repair 
facilities could enforce this law through state 
consumer protection laws and recover civil 
penalties of the greater of treble damages or 
$10,000 per violation.

A YES VOTE would provide motor vehicle owners and independent 
repair facilities with expanded access to wirelessly transmitted mechanical 

data related to their vehicles’ maintenance and repair.

IN FAVOR: A YES VOTE for Right to Repair will guarantee that as 
technology advances, drivers can continue to get their cars repaired 
where they want.
We passed the first Right to Repair law in 2012, but as new cars 
become more computerized auto manufacturers are using a loophole 
to restrict access to data needed to diagnose problems, make repairs, 
and perform maintenance.
This means car owners are steered toward more expensive dealer 
repair options. Vote YES to protect independent repair shops and 
preserve your ability to shop around.
Voting YES provides access ONLY to mechanical and repair 
information, not personal information.
A YES vote ensures that YOU will have the choice to provide access 
to the repair information necessary to fix your car to your local 
independent repair shop even as cars become more computerized.
It’s your car, you paid for it, you should get it fixed where you want.

Tommy Hickey
Massachusetts Right to Repair

9 Park Street, #5
Boston, MA 02108

617-248-9772
massrighttorepair.org

A NO VOTE would make no change in the law governing access to 
vehicles’ wirelessly transmitted mechanical data.

AGAINST: VOTE NO on Question 1 to protect your privacy, your 
safety, and your family.
Question 1 has nothing to do with fixing cars. Question 1 is a data 
grab by third parties who want to gather your personal vehicle 
information and access it remotely, including location data in real 
time.
Domestic violence advocates warn how dangerous this information 
could be. Jane Doe, the Massachusetts Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault and Domestic Violence, wrote, “Access to vehicle data, 
particularly call logs and GPS location, enables persons who 
perpetrate abuse to possess the tools necessary to track and monitor 
their victim.” A similar proposal failed in California after the 
California Coalition Against Sexual Assault warned, “from this 
information, a third party, such as a sexual predator, could stalk and/
or harm victims.”
Privacy advocates, cybersecurity experts, and domestic violence 
advocacy groups urge you to vote NO on Question 1.

Steve McElhinney
Coalition for Safe and Secure Data

177 Milk Street, Suite 610
Boston, MA 02109

617-398-0281
Safeandsecuredata.org

Question 2 is on page 11

United States Attor-
ney Andrew Lelling an-
nounced  that Assistant 
United States Attorney 
(AUSA) Eugenia Carris 
will lead the efforts of his 
Office in connection with 
the Justice Department’s 
nationwide Election Day 
Program for the upcom-
ing Nov. 3, 2020, general 

election. 
 AUSA Carris has been 

appointed to serve as the 
District Election Officer 
(DEO) for the District of 
Massachusetts, and in that 
capacity is responsible for 
overseeing the District’s 
handling of complaints of 
election fraud and voting 
rights concerns in con-

sultation with Justice De-
partment Headquarters in 
Washington.

“Fair elections are the 
foundation of our democ-
racy,” said U.S. Attorney 
Lelling. “Every citizen 
has the Constitutional 
right to cast his or her vote 
on election day free from 
intimidation, harassment 
and discrimination. The 
Department of Justice will 
do its part to ensure the in-
tegrity of the election pro-
cess by enforcing federal 
laws that protect voters 
and investigating reports 
of fraud. We encourage 
the public to report con-
cerns to us.”

The Department of Jus-
tice has an important role 
in deterring election fraud 
and discrimination at the 
polls, and combating these 
violations whenever and 
wherever they occur.  The 
Department’s long-stand-
ing Election Day Program 
furthers these goals, and 
also seeks to ensure public 

confidence in the integri-
ty of the election process 
by providing local points 
of contact within the De-
partment for the public to 
report possible election 
fraud and voting rights 
violations while the polls 
are open through Election 
Day.

 Federal law protects 
against such crimes as 
intimidating or bribing 
voters, buying and selling 
votes, impersonating vot-
ers, altering vote tallies, 
stuffing ballot boxes, and 
marking ballots for vot-
ers against their wishes or 
without their input. It also 
contains special protec-
tions for the rights of vot-
ers, and provides that they 
can vote free from acts 
that intimidate or harass 
them. For example, ac-
tions of persons designed 
to interrupt or intimidate 
voters at polling places by 
questioning or challenging 
them, or by photographing 
or videotaping them, un-

der the pretext that these 
are actions to uncover il-
legal voting may violate 
federal voting rights law. 
Further, federal law pro-
tects the right of voters to 
mark their own ballot or to 
be assisted by a person of 
their choice (where voters 
need assistance because of 
disability or illiteracy).

The franchise is the 
cornerstone of American 
democracy. We all must 
ensure that those who are 
entitled to the franchise 
exercise it if they choose, 
and that those who seek 
to corrupt it are brought to 
justice.

In order to respond to 
complaints of election 
fraud or voting rights con-
cerns during the voting 
period that ends on Nov. 
3, 2020, and to ensure that 
such complaints are di-
rected to the appropriate 
authorities, AUSA/DEO 
Carris will be on duty in 
Massachusetts while the 
polls are open and can be 

reached by the public at 
617-748-3363.

In addition, the FBI 
will have special agents 
available in each field of-
fice and resident agency 
throughout the country 
to receive allegations of 
election fraud and other 
election abuses on Elec-
tion Day. The local FBI 
field office can be reached 
at 857-386-2000.

Complaints about pos-
sible violations of the fed-
eral voting rights laws can 
also be made to the Civil 
Rights Division in Wash-
ington, DC by phone at 
800-253-3931 or at https://
civilrights.justice.gov/.

In the case of a crime of 
violence or intimidation, 
please call 911 immedi-
ately and before contact-
ing federal authorities. 
State and local police have 
primary jurisdiction over 
polling places, and are 
equipped to respond to an 
emergency.

U.S. Attorney announces appointment of District Election Officer to monitor integrity of election polls

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 
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By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow
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     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)

Beacon Hill Times(8700)

The Boston Sun(14000) 

Regional Review(3500) 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge(7300)

Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 

Mission Hill Gazette(7000)

Your 
Ad Here!

8 week
minimum
per calendar

year

[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800
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BALLOT 
QUESTIONS
INFO FOR VOTERS

2. 
Ranked-Choice Voting

ARGUMENTS

This proposed law 
would implement a 
voting system known as 
“ranked-choice voting,” 
in which voters rank 
one or more candidates 

by order of preference. Ranked-choice voting 
would be used in primary and general elections 
for all Massachusetts statewide offices, state 
legislative offices, federal congressional offices, 
and certain other offices beginning in 2022. 
Ranked-choice voting would not be used in 
elections for president, county commissioner, or 
regional district school committee member.
Under the proposed law, votes would be counted 
in a series of rounds. In the first round, if one 
candidate received more than 50 percent of 
the first-place votes, that candidate would be 
declared the winner and no other rounds would 

be necessary. If no candidate received more 
than 50 percent of the first-place votes, then 
the candidate or candidates who received the 
fewest first-place votes would be eliminated and, 
in the next round, each vote for an eliminated 
candidate would instead be counted toward the 
next highest-ranked candidate on that voter’s 
ballot. Depending on the number of candidates, 
additional rounds of counting could occur, with 
the last-place candidate or candidates in each 
round being eliminated and the votes for an 
eliminated candidate going to the voter’s next 
choice out of the remaining candidates. A tie 
for last place in any round would be broken by 
comparing the tied candidates’ support in earlier 
rounds. Ultimately, the candidate who was, out 
of the remaining candidates, the preference of a 
majority of voters would be declared the winner.
Ranked-choice voting would be used only in 

races where a single candidate is to be declared 
the winner and not in races where more than one 
person is to be elected.
Under the proposed law, if no candidate received 
more than 50 percent of first-place votes in 
the first round, the rounds of ballot-counting 
necessary for ranked-choice voting would be 
conducted at a central tabulation facility. At the 
facility, voters’ rankings would be entered into a 
computer, which would then be used to calculate 
the results of each round of the counting process. 
The proposed law provides that candidates in a 
statewide or district election would have at least 
three days to request a recount.
The Secretary of State would be required to issue 
regulations to implement the proposed law and 
conduct a voter education campaign about the 
ranked-choice voting process. The proposed law 
would take effect on January 1, 2022.

A YES VOTE would create a system of ranked-choice voting in which 
voters would have the option to rank candidates in order of preference and 
votes would be counted in rounds, eliminating candidates with the lowest 

votes until one candidate has received a majority.

IN FAVOR: A YES VOTE adopts ranked choice voting, a common-
sense reform that puts more power in the hands of voters.
Ranked choice voting addresses three problems:
• Big money and corrupt special interests have too much control over 
our democracy
• Politicians can win with less than a majority, and independents are 
shut out
• Politics are tearing us apart, preventing solutions to major challenges
It works by giving voters the option to rank candidates in order of 
preference. You can vote for just one candidate like you always have, 
or you can rank your first, second and third choice. If your favorite 
candidate doesn’t win, your vote is instantly counted for your second 
choice so candidates must compete for every vote. Ranked choice 
voting ensures the winner has majority support and reflects the true 
will of the people.
A YES VOTE gives voters more voice and will help make our 
democracy stronger.

Shauna Hamilton
Voter Choice for Massachusetts

44 Temple Place
Boston, MA 02111

617-906-8166
www.voterchoice2020.org

A NO VOTE would make no change in the laws governing voting 
and how votes are counted.

AGAINST: Two Democratic Governors rejected ranked choice 
voting because it was confusing and denied voters informed choice. 
Democratic Governor Jerry Brown witnessed a mayoral election in 
Oakland where the winner won with voters’ seventh and eighth place 
rankings. Governor Brown said, “Ranked-choice voting is overly 
complicated and confusing. I believe it deprives voters of genuinely 
informed choice.” Democratic Governor Gavin Newsom said Ranked 
Choice Voting “has often led to voter confusion and the promise that 
ranked choice voting leads to greater democracy is not necessarily 
fulfilled.”
Ranked Choice Voting ballots force voters to guess the candidates 
who will remain standing in multiple voting rounds and cast their 
votes in the dark. If they guess wrong and vote for eliminated 
candidates, their ballots are not counted in the final vote. Winners 
win a false “majority” of remaining ballots, not a true majority of all 
the voters voting in the election.

Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance
18 Tremont St., Suite 527

Boston, MA 02108
617-553-4115

https://www.massfiscal.org

Proceeds from a new 
Massachusetts charity li-
cense plate now available 
at www.stophungerma.
org will benefit the Great-
er Boston Food Bank, and 
Boston Medical Center. 
The plate, sponsored in 
part by Citizens, features 
an image of a stop light – 
formed from healthy fruits 
and vegetables - which is 
designed to highlight the 
hundreds of children and 
families who go hungry 
every day. 

Charity license plates 
can be pre-ordered online 
at www.stophungerma.
org.

“The “Stop Hunger 
Now” license plate will 
provide essential sup-
port to BMC’s food and 
nutrition programs at a 
time when the COVID-19 

pandemic is causing even 
more families to struggle 
with hunger,” said Kate 
Walsh, President and CEO 
of Boston Medical Cen-
ter Health System. “BMC 
started  the  first  hospi-
tal-based food pantry in 
the nation two decades 
ago because many of our 
patients needed food as 
much as medical care 
to stay healthy. Thanks 
to our partnership with 
the  Greater  Boston  Food 
Bank, we can focus on 
ways to improve health 

and eliminate hunger.”
Revenue from the plate 

will be split evenly be-
tween the two organiza-
tions. A charity plate costs 
an additional $40 above 
the standard registration 
fee. Of the initial $40 fee, 
$28 will be retained by 
the charities, with the re-
maining $12 going to the 
RMV. When the plate is 
renewed, the entire plate 
fee goes to the charities.

“The launch of the ‘Stop 
Hunger Now’ license plate 
is extremely timely,” said 

GBFB  President  Cather-
ine D’Amato. “Because 
of the economic impact of 
COVID-19, the need has 
never been greater. With 
winter approaching and 
the crisis lingering on, we 
hope that people will con-
sider purchasing a plate 
to not only support our 
collective efforts, but as a 
way to remind others that 
hunger is an ongoing, ur-
gent problem in our state.”

Though its Citizens 
Helping Citizens com-
munity engagement plat-
form, Citizens continues 
its support to end hunger 
and drive awareness of the 
urgent need for food secu-
rity for all our neighbors.

“Working with the team 
at Boston Medical Center 
and  The  Greater  Boston 
Food Bank was a natural 

progression of the collab-
orative work to fight hun-
ger that we embarked on 
together many years ago,” 
said Jerry Sargent, Presi-
dent of Citizens in Massa-
chusetts, “By association, 

this stop light image will 
remind drivers of families 
who go hungry every day, 
and hopefully encourage 
them to act, and give, and 
join us in the fight, so that 
one day we beat this.”

Greater Boston Food Bank, Citizens, and Boston Medical Center team up to ‘Stop Hunger Now’

A short story 
about a motorcycle. 
And a sudden turn. 

When she was a young college student, Elisabeth
Marra had a serious motorcycle accident that
ultimately changed her life. Two years after the crash,
her painful open fractures had failed to heal. Then
she heard about a new and complex surgery
pioneered by a surgeon who used a patient’s own
stem cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy were
successful. 

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-direct her
own career aspirations. Inspired by the medical
professionals who helped her reclaim her active
lifestyle, she changed her major to study physical
therapy—a profession where her own experience
could help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to illustrate two
of the most profound messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If reading it inspires
just one more person to achieve something special,
then its telling here has been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating Human Healing
orthoinfo.org
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D e r i c k 
Watson of 
South Caro-
lina, passed 
away unex-

pectedly in Boston on 
Tuesday, September 22, 
2020. 

Derick loved traveling 
and seeing new places. 
He enjoyed spending time 
with his family. He liked 
being outdoors whether he 
was hiking, boating, fish-
ing or camping. Derick 
worked a variety of jobs 
including masonry, brain 
injury technician and a 
salesman. He also served 
in the United States Army.  

He was the loving son 
of Ernest and Evelyn Wat-
son of Maine, beloved 
husband of Tracy Watson 
of South Carolina, devoted 
father of Erick and Dylan 
Watson of Lowell, Elijah 
Watson of New Hamp-
shire and Aiden and Des-
tiny Rossignol of South 
Carolina; dear brother of 
Doreen Iasbarrone and 
her long-time partner, 
Michael Bernard of Re-
vere, Timothy Watson and 
his wife, Brenda of Re-
vere, George Iasbarrone 
of Melrose, Ernie Watson 

of Beverly, Susan Guth-
ro and her husband, Ed, 
Lisa Iasbarrone and David 
Watson all of Maine and 
the late Scott Watson and 
cherished grandfather of 
Matthew Watson. Derick 
was predeceased by his 
grandparents, Thomas and 
Dorothy Watson and Karl 
and Rose Stromses.  

Family and friends 
honored Derick’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga St. East Bos-
ton on Tuesday October 
27. Services concluded 
with Derick being laid to 
rest at Woodlawn Cem-
etery in Everett.  All ser-
vices were held in accor-
dance with Phase-3 of the 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts phased reopening 
plan due to COVID-19. 
For more information, 
Plase visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

To place a memoriam in the Times Free Press, please call 781-485-0588

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Please visit eastietimes.com

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Paula Ciulla
Of East Boston

Paula (Sarcone) Ciul-
la of East Boston passed 
away on October 26.

The beloved wife of 
the late John Ciulla, she 
was the loving mother of 
Annette Ciulla Favale of 
Tewksbury, Angela Ciulla 
and MaryJane Ciulla, both 
of East Boston and the late 
Paula Hubert and Joseph 
Ciulla. Paula was prede-
ceased by three sisters and 
three brothers, all who 
lived in Italy. She was the 
cherished grandmother of 
five grandchildren, adored 
great-grandmother of 10 
great-grandchildren and 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews. 

Family and friends 
will honor Paula’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, East 
Boston on November 2 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon 

followed by a prayer ser-
vice in our serenity chap-
el. Services will conclude 
with Paula being laid to 
rest at Holy Cross Cem-
etery in Malden.  All ser-
vices will be held in accor-
dance with Phase-3 of the 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts phased reopening 
plan due to COVID-19. 
Face coverings are re-
quired to be worn and so-
cial distancing measures 
are encouraged. For more 
information, please vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

Josephine ‘Jo’ Cicatelli 
An extraordinary woman who will be 

missed by all who knew her 

Josephine “Jo” Cicatel-
li, 96, a lifelong resident 
of Revere, passed away 
on October 23 at home, 
the house she has lived 
in since she was born, 
surrounded by her loving 
family. 

Jo worked in the 
Charlestown Navy Yard 
during World War II. Af-
ter the war, she attended 
Mansfield Beauty Acad-
emy and then worked as 
a hairstylist for 25 years 
at the Hollywood Hair 
Salon on Shirley Avenue 
owned by her sister, Jean. 
Jo worked as an instructor 
at the Blaine Hair School 
eventually becoming the 
educational director of all 
the Blaine Hair Schools. 

Jo loved spending time 
with family and friends 
and her beloved dog, Mol-
ly. She loved to cook and 
was a talented painter and 
seamstress. She enjoyed 
gardening and traveling 
with family and friends. 
She was an extraordinary 
woman who will be great-
ly missed by all who knew 
her.

Born in Revere on 
March 5, 1924 to the late 
Joseph and Antoinette 
Lamberti (Scalia), she 
was the beloved wife of 
26 years to the late An-
thony Cicatelli; devoted 
mother of Joyce Collier 
and her husband, Richard 

of Venice, FL, and Jean 
Shea and her husband, 
Gerald of Topsfield; dear 
sister of the late Mary 
Cerbone, Jerry Lamber-
ti, Jean Kelfer, Anthony 
Lamberti and Constance 
“Connie” Caldwell; dear 
aunt of Dr. Karen Cald-
well, Linda McCormick, 
Brenda Gemellaro, Joel 
Kelfer, Annette Scopel-
lito, Paul Lamberti, Dr. 
Gerald Lamberti, and the 
late Peter Cerbone, An-
thony Cerbone, Vivian 
Klundt, Joseph Lamberti 
and Robert Lamberti.  

Due to the current spike 
in COVID-19, the guide-
lines issued by the Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts and local officials, 
funeral services will be 
privately held for the im-
mediate family under the 
direction of Paul Bounfi-
glio & Sons - Bruno Fu-
neral Home, 128 Revere 
Street, Revere, MA 02151. 
Interment at Woodlawn 
Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be 
made in Josephine’s name 
to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105-9959 or the Great-
er Boston Food Bank, 70 
South Bay Avenue, Bos-
ton, MA 02118 at  my.
gbfb.org . For guest book 
please visit  www.buonfi-
glio.com.

Anna Daly
Of Revere, formerly of the North End

Anna (Macri) Daly of 
Revere formerly of the 
North End, passed away 
on October 22 at the age 
of 86 surrounded by her 
loving family. 

The beloved wife of 
63 years to the late James 
Patrick Daly, she was the 
devoted mother of Jan-
et Daly of Revere, Linda 
Daly of Florida and Kath-
leen Ginsburg and her hus-
band, Gordon of Billerica; 
cherished grandmother 
of Anthony Delio, James 
Delio, Cristina D’Amore, 
Michael D’Amore, Paul 
Ginsburg and his wife, 
Michelle, and Samantha 
Ginsburg and adored great 
grandmother of Milana 
Delio; dear sister of the 
late Frank Macri, Lucy 
Papa, and Carmen Macri. 
She is also survived by 

many loving nieces and 
nephews. 

A Funeral Mass was 
celebrated at Saint Leon-
ard of Port Maurice Par-
ish, Interment at Holy 
Cross Cemetery. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may 
be made in Anna’s name 
to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude PL, Memphis, TN 
38105-9959. For guest 
book please visit www.
buonfiglio.com.  

Derick Watson
Loved traveling to see new places and 

spending time with family 

Dolores Russo
Will be dearly missed

Dolores Russo of the 
North End, formerly of 
South Boston, passed 
away peacefully on Tues-
day, October 20. 

Dolores loved being a 
part of the North End, par-
ticularly sitting at Caffe 
Vittoria with her neigh-
bors and lifelong friends. 
She will be missed dearly 
by all. 

The daughter of the 
late Antoinette “Toot-
sie” Coviello and the late 
Charles Russo, she was 
the sister of the late Rob-
ert Coviello, the loving 
cousin of the Imbruglia 
family, the Abruzzio fam-
ily, Havanidis family and 
the Gallo family, devot-
ed godmother of Thais 
Gassiraro and cherished 
friend of Terri Gassiraro. 

Family and friends 

honored Dolores’s life by 
gathering at Saint Leon-
ard of Port Maurice Par-
ish, North End on Octo-
ber 26 when her Funeral 
Mass was celebrated.  In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in Dolores’s 
name to Saint Leonard of 
Port Maurice Parish, 320 
Hanover Street, Boston, 
MA 02113.  For more 
information, please vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588
-----------------

FOR RENT
152 Sewall Ave, Winthrop, 
MA 
Oceanfront property w 
beautiful ocean view - 1 
Bdrm plus office w 1/
off street parking space 
$1895 per month - All 
utilities included w $1500 
security deposit - Call 
617-968-8022
10/21 & 10/28
---------------------

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

New Deal 
Fruit

DELI HELP WANTED

Apply  in Person

920 Broadway, Revere

HELP WANTED

EBNHC in East Boston, MA seeks multiple 
Primary Care Physicians (General) to 
examine, diagnose, treat adult patients 
and order appropriate lab tests. 
Requires: MD or foreign equiv., ECFMG 
if trained abroad, 3yr. residency program.  
Must be Board eligible or certified.  
MA state medical license is required. 

PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIANS 
NEEDED

Send your C.V. and cover letter to Linda Panzini, 
Director Medical Staff Office, EBNHC, 

10 Gove Street, East Boston, MA 02128.

------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great 
Results? Call our clas-
sified department. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax 
the ad to 781-485-1403

Rita A. Todisco, a life-
long resident of Eagle Hill 
East Boston, passed away 
at her home surrounded by 
her loving family of Octo-
ber 26 at the age of 79.

She was the beloved 
wife of the late William 
Todisco, devoted moth-
er of William Todisco of 
Chelsea, Steve Todisco of 
New York, Robert Todisco 
of Revere, John Todisco of 
East Boston, Rita Elliott 
and her husband, Robert 
of East Boston, Rhonda 
Lauletta and her husband, 
Michael of Revere, Scott 
Todisco of East Boston, 
Robin Cinelli and her 
husband, Tommy of East 
Boston, Denise Warwick 
and her husband, Michael 
of Swampscott, Joseph 

Todisco of East Boston 
and the late Kenny and 
Jimmy Todisco. She was 
the adored grandmother of 
20 grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren and 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews.

Family and friends 
will honor Rita’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga St., East 
Boston on Saturday, Octo-
ber 31 from 8:30  to 10:30 
a.m. before leaving in fu-
neral procession to Sacred 
Heart Church Brooks St., 
East Boston for an 11 a.m. 
Funeral Mass. Services 
will conclude with Rita 
being laid to rest in Holy 
Cross Cemetery.

Rita Todisco
Lifelong resident of Eagle Hill East Boston
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JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

CONTRACTOR

PLASTERING
AUGUSTA 

PLASTERING
Interior/Exterior

• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE 
IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY CALL 
781-485-0588 

OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REV-

EREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

The state announced 
last week a $774 million 
comprehensive plan to 
stabilize and grow the 
Massachusetts economy. 

The plan focuses on 
getting people back to 
work, supporting small 
businesses, fostering in-
novation, revitalizing 
downtowns and ensuring 
housing stability. Partner-
ships for Recovery begins 
today by directing $115 
million in new funding 
to small businesses and 
Main Streets hardest hit 
by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and for workforce 
training efforts. Addition-
ally, the Administration is 
aligning multiple funding 
sources, both existing and 
proposed, to appropriately 
respond to the crisis.

Partnerships for Recov-
ery supports five key re-
covery efforts:

•Getting Massachusetts 
back to work

•Supporting small busi-
nesses

•Revitalizing down-
towns

•Supporting housing 
equity and stability

•Fostering innovation
Gov. Charlie Baker, 

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, 
Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary 
Mike Kennealy, Labor 
and Workforce Secretary 
Rosalin Acosta, and Ad-
ministration and Finance 
Secretary Michael J. Hef-
fernan joined Joe Kries-
berg, President and CEO 
of the Massachusetts As-
sociation of Community 
Development Corpora-
tions to announce the plan 
at the Gardner Auditori-
um.

“This plan represents a 
comprehensive strategy to 
get people back to work 
and to support the small 
businesses hit the hardest 
by the pandemic, putting 
the Commonwealth on 
a path to recovery,” said 
Gov. Baker. “By leverag-
ing existing tools and pro-
grams and implementing 
new ones this plan will 
allow us to make critical 
resources and assistance 
to those who need it most 
available now.” 

The plan includes:
•Putting $115 million to 

work right away for small 

businesses and workforce 
training, including more 
than $25 million to get 
people back to work;

•Directing $323 million 
in existing capital pro-
grams as part of the re-
sponse to continue doing 
more of what works;

•Filing for $122 million 
through the Revised H.2 
budget to supplement ex-
isting funding in support 
of struggling Main Street 
businesses and skill build-
ing for residents;

•Steering $43 million 
in Federal, trust and other 
state funding toward our 
most critical needs; and

•Committing $171 mil-
lion to keep people safely 
housed during the pan-
demic.

 Getting People Back to 
Work

In order to get peo-
ple back to work, new 
investments are being 
made to build workforce 
skills, growing training 
programs and pathways, 
forging new partnerships 
between employers and 
workers, and supporting 
internet connectivity to 
facilitate remote work and 
online career advance-
ment. The more than $25 
million available now in-
cludes:

•$10.4 million to en-
gage Massachusetts em-
ployers by expanding 
workforce partnerships 
with large employers in 
target sectors to create 
aligned statewide train-
ing-employment path-
ways;

•$9.2 million to subsi-
dize internet for low-in-
come populations, and to 
expand hot spots in un-
served and underserved 
communities;

•$3.2 million to mod-
ernize MassHire virtual 
pathways to assess and 
connect UI claimants to 
appropriate services and 
supports;

•$2 million to bolster 
manufacturing training by 
purchasing a standardized 
virtual training program to 
increase workforce for the 
manufacturing sector; and

•$300,000 to supple-
ment $8.4 million toward 
Career Technical Insti-
tutes in H.2 to help close 
the skills gap for skilled 

technician jobs and align 
training to industry needs.

An additional $54 mil-
lion is available to support 
workforce recovery efforts 
through existing program-
ming such as the Skills 
Capital Grants program, 
the Workforce Competi-
tiveness Trust Fund, and 
the Workforce Training 
Trust Fund. 

Revised House 2 also 
proposes $17.9 million 
in workforce funding, in-
cluding $8.4 million in 
funding to transform vo-
cational high schools into 
Career Technical Insti-
tutes running three shifts 
per day. This initiative is 
designed to train 20,000 
new workers over four 
years in skilled trades and 
technical fields includ-
ing plumbing, HVAC, 
manufacturing, and ro-
botics. This will consist 
of a combination of en-
rolling more high school 
students in high-impact 
vocational trade programs 
and expanding capacity 
for adults to earn indus-
try-based credentials, 
aligned to apprenticeships 
and post-secondary de-
grees.

Direct Support to Small 
Business and Main Street

To generate econom-
ic growth amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
and support Main Streets 
across Massachusetts, the 
Administration is invest-
ing $322.8 million in di-
rect support of small and 
diverse businesses and 
local communities. This 
funding includes grants to 
the hardest hit small busi-
nesses, especially small 
businesses owned by 
women, minorities, veter-
ans, or members of other 
underrepresented groups. 
These grant awards will 
allow small businesses to 
cover expenses such as 
rent, payroll, and utilities 
as they get back on their 
feet. Additional funding 
will support small busi-
nesses through hands-on 
and personalized techni-
cal assistance, including 
targeted support for wom-
en- and minority-owned 
businesses around digital 
and online technology as 
their business model piv-
ots away from a brick-

and-mortar location.
Many communities 

have seen their Main 
Streets and downtown 
districts hit particularly 
hard by the pandemic, and 
new funding aims to help 
cities and towns plan for 
short-term innovations 
and long-term recovery. 
A new $10 million round 
of the Shared Streets 
and Spaces Grant Pro-
gram will continue to help 
cities and towns quickly 
implement or expand im-
provements to sidewalks, 
curbs, streets, on-street 
parking spaces and off-
street parking lots in sup-
port of public health, safe 
mobility, and renewed 
commerce in their com-
munities. Separately, local 
recovery planning grants 
will soon be available to 
cities and towns to assist 
with long-term planning 
for their business districts. 
A total of $10 million is 
available for this program.

To support the muse-
ums and other cultural 
facilities that have faced 
a particularly challeng-
ing reality this year, but 
remain a cornerstone of 
what Massachusetts of-
fers to visitors, these in-
stitutions will be eligible 
for $10 million in Cul-
tural Facilities Operating 
Grants. This funding will 
help these organizations 
to make safety improve-
ments and other upgrades 
to allow them to continue 
to offer their unique at-
tractions and exhibits.

As part of this recov-
ery plan, the Governor’s 
recently filed revised bud-
get proposal recommends 
over $100 million in ad-
ditional funding for eco-
nomic recovery and devel-
opment efforts, including 
$35 million for communi-
ty development financial 
institutions (CDFI) grants 
and loans, and $15 mil-
lion for matching grants 
for capital investments 
by businesses with 20 or 
fewer employees. Addi-
tionally, more than $115 
million in existing capital 
through programs such 
as MassWorks, and those 
in the MassDevelopment 
portfolio (Brownfields 
Redevelopment Fund, 
Site Readiness Program, 

Transformative Develop-
ment Initiative, and Col-
laborative Workspaces), 
will be leveraged in sup-
port of economic recov-
ery. This recovery plan 
complements the Admin-
istration’s $275 million 
economic recovery pack-
age, which was announced 
in June.

Small Business and 
Main Street Highlights 
(new funding):

•$50.8 million in Small 
Business Grants to help 
the hardest hit businesses;

•$10 million to continue 
funding the Shared Streets 
and Spaces Program;

•$10 million for local 
recovery planning grants 
to support cities and 
towns;

•$10 million to support 
cultural facilities such as 
museums;

•$8.3 million in small 
business technical assis-
tance to help businesses 
access grant programs and 
loans, as well as help build 
business management 
skills, resilience, and other 
support in navigating pan-
demic impacts;

*Including $2.3 mil-
lion to provide personal-
ized technical assistance 
to woman- and minori-
ty-owned businesses;

“Our current circum-
stances call for a plan 
with the size and scope 
to match the urgency we 
need to address the most 
pressing challenges we 
now face,” said Secretary 
of Housing and Economic 
Development Mike Ken-
nealy. “By targeting vital 
resources toward these 
key areas, this strategy 
will allow us to lay a solid 
foundation for our path to 
recovery.”

Additional Investments
In order to keep peo-

ple safely in their homes 
during the pandemic and 
support small landlords 
with expenses, the Ad-
ministration recently an-
nounced $171 million in 
support of the Eviction 
Diversion Initiative. This 
comprehensive strategy 
includes funding to help 
to cover housing costs 
such as rent and mortgage 
payments, invest in new 
programs around media-
tion and legal representa-

tion, and provide repaid 
rehousing when a tenant is 
evicted. Additionally, the 
Administration continues 
to invest in the Common-
wealth’s stock of afford-
able rental housing with 
$121 million in direct sub-
sidies.

Massachusetts has long 
been a hotbed of innova-
tion and creativity in sci-
ence and technology, and 
sectors such as the life sci-
ences and advanced man-
ufacturing are not only 
critical to the innovation 
economy, but also contin-
ue to contribute to the re-
sponse to the coronavirus. 
To ensure we continue 
to lead in this space, $62 
million in existing capital 
funding through the Mas-
sachusetts Life Sciences 
Center, the Massachusetts 
Technology Collabora-
tive, and MassVentures is 
available to support recov-
ery and growth.

Small Business Grant 
Program Details

Massachusetts Growth 
Capital Corporation 
(MGCC) is administering 
the Small Business Grants 
program, with $50.8 
million available begin-
ning today. Grant awards 
range between $25,000 – 
$75,000. 

As part of this grant 
program, preference is 
given to small businesses 
whose owners are wom-
en, minorities, veterans, 
members of other under-
represented groups, or 
focused on serving the 
Gateway Cities of Massa-
chusetts, who have been 
unable to open and those 
most adversely impacted 
by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Preference is also 
given to applicants that 
have not been able to re-
ceive aid from other fed-
eral programs, including 
PPP and other relief relat-
ed to COVID-19.

The program has two 
distinct funding “doors” 
based on business size, 
with different eligibility 
criteria. Applicants must 
review the information to 
determine which program 
to proceed with applying.

State announces Partnerships for Recovery, $774 million economic recovery plan
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Thanksgiving is a time of reflection: Both on the things in our lives Thanksgiving is a time of reflection: Both on the things in our lives 
we are thankful for and the people we appreciate too. We all have we are thankful for and the people we appreciate too. We all have 
those few who fill our hearts, who have made a noticeable impact those few who fill our hearts, who have made a noticeable impact 

on our lives that we are forever grateful for. on our lives that we are forever grateful for. 

The East Boston Times would love to share
 WHAT YOU ARE MOST THANKFUL FOR… 

with our thousands of readers

We will be choosing 
3 winners from 
the community

1st Place — Turkey for the Family
2nd Place — Gift Card

3rd — Gift Card
Winners will be announced the 

the Nov. 18th issue of the East Boston Times. 
You can use the template provided to the 

right, or make your own! 

If you create your own, please try to 
keep it the same size as the provided 

template.

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, NOV. 13
To submit your entry, email
promo@reverejournal.com 

OR drop it off at 385 Broadway, Revere.

By John Lynds 

COVID-19 infections 
are once again on the rise 
in East Boston accord-
ing to the latest data re-
leased by the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission 
(BPHC). 

While Eastie’s 
COVID-19 positive 
test rate was decreasing 
steadily for the past few 
weeks, the numbers have 
once again exploded in 
the neighborhood and in-
creased 120 percent since 
last week, fulfilling the 
prophecy of health care 
experts that a citywide 
spike would occur. 

Of the 19,730 East-
ie residents tested for 

COVID last week 11.9 
percent were found to be 
positive for the virus, a 
120 percent increase from 
the 5.4 percent reported 
two weeks ago. Overall 
since the pandemic be-
gan 13.6 percent of Eastie 
residents here have been 
found to be positive. 

The numbers posted 
last Friday are slightly 
above the 11.8 percent 
positive test rate reported 
back in August, which at 
the time was considered 
an ‘all time high’ for the 
neighborhood. Howev-
er, efforts by the city and 
health officials at the time 
brought that number down 
to 5.1 percent before the 

end of the summer. 
The citywide positive 

test rate was up 38 percent 
and went from 4.5 percent 
of Boston residents testing 
positive for the virus to 
6.2 percent. 

Eastie’s infection rate 
rose by 3.35 percent ac-
cording to the data re-
leased by the BPHC last 
Friday. Eastie’s COVID 
infection rate went from 
538.7 cases per 10,000 
residents to 556.8 cases 
per 10,000 residents. The 
last increase two weeks 
ago was 2.6  percent.  The 
citywide average is 281.3 
cases per 10,000 residents 
and Eastie still has one of 
the highest infection rates 

in all of Boston. 
The statistics released 

by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the number 
of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cas-
es of coronavirus rose by 
4.8 percent last week from 
18,834 cases to    19,754 
confirmed cases. So far 
16,986 Boston residents 
have fully recovered from 
the virus and 6 additional 
Boston residents died last 
week--bringing the total 
number of fatalities in the 
city remains to 777. 

Eastie COVID-19 cases explode once again; positive test rate jumps 120 percent

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by 
neighborhood that track infection rates and COVID testing 
results in Boston neighborhoods. 

By John Lynds

Ten years ago KO Pies 
Chef and Owner Sam 
Jackson took a gamble 
and decided to bring a sta-
ple of Australian comfort 
food to Eastie’s shores.

Inside the brick build-
ing within the industrial 
setting of the Boston Har-
bor Shipyard and Marina 
on Marginal Street, Jack-
son’s KO Pies opened 
in 2010, and as word be-
gan to spread like an un-
checked wildfire in the 
Outback about his savory 
Australian meat pies. 

“Bringing meat pies to 
Boston and New England 
for the first time wasn’t 
lost on us,” said Jackson 
this week. “It was a big 
deal. We were essentially 
representing one of, if not 
THE most beloved, quint-
essential comfort foods of 
the homeland. Everyone 
has a bloody opinion on a 
pie in Australia.”

This week Jackson and 
KO Pies staff celebrated 
10 years in the communi-
ty by not only serving up 
delicious Aussie fare but 
also giving back to the 
community by supporting 
schools and a whole host 
of local organizations. 

“We knew that in or-
der to succeed, we had to 
not only have the Aussie 
approval but most impor-
tantly, if we were to sur-
vive, we needed to have 
the local American crowd 
get it,” said Jackson. 
“There’re only so many 
Aussie , Kiwi, South Af-
rican, British and Irish pie 
lovers after all.”

A decade and two KO 
Pies later (the Southie lo-
cation closed a few years 
back) has served over 
800,000 pies to the mass-
es. 

“To all the staff that 
have become de facto 
Aussies over those years, 
the hours logged, the at-

tention to detail on a new 
concept to Boston, the be-
lief that we always have 
to be consistent each and 
every bloody day, thank 
you,” said Jackson. .To all 
the vendors and landlords, 
thank you. To the custom-
ers who have made 10 
years possible. To return, 
weekly, monthly, year-
ly, we are grateful. Even 
during a pandemic, when 
we made the decision to 
stick with the take-out 
only option. Whether it be 
for a snack, your weekly 
meal, a first date, wed-
ding, birthday, office ca-
tering or just because you 
wanted to give us a go, 
thank you.”

Jackson said one thing 
any successful food estab-
lishment owner will like-
ly agree on is in order to 
make a restaurant work, 
you need to have your 
own ‘thing’. 

“You need the next 
new customer to under-

stand exactly what it is 
that you are offering,” he 
said. “You don’t set out 
to please everyone. That 
is impossible, and over 
10 years I’ve learned 
that’s certainly the case. 
And that’s ok. As long 
as there’s enough people 
who get it, then you’ve 
done something pretty 
cool. It worked. So with 
that in mind, it’s safe to 
say here we are 10 years 
later. We’ve done our job. 
Cheers to every bloody 
one of you. It’s going to 
be one hell of a week and 
we hope to get to say it 
in-person with as many 
of you that swing by the 
shipyard.”

It’s safe to say all of KO 
Pies’s customers and fans 
are hoping for another 10 
years of Aussie goodness 
and the chance to crack 
a cold one and celebrate 
with Jackson once the 
pandemic ends. 

KO Pies celebrates a decade on Eastie’s waterfront

KO Pies Chef and Own-
er Sam Jackson. KO 
Pies celebrated its 10 
year anniversary this 
week at the Boston 
Harbor Shipyard and 
Marina on Marginal 
Street in Eastie. 

Visit eastietimes.com
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