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HVNA releases

Suffolk Downs
poll results

By John Lynds

With the Boston Plan-
ning and Development
Agency (BPDA) poised
to give the green light
HYM Investment Group’s
massive 162-acre mixed-
use project at the histor-
ic Suffolk Downs site
on Thursday, the Harbor
View Neighborhood As-
sociation (HVNA) re-
cently conducted a poll of
residents that will live the
closest to the proposed de-
velopment.

During the group’s Sep-
tember meeting the HVNA
board released the results
of the poll that posed two
questions to residents.

The results of the first
question, “Do you support
the current Suffolk Downs
Development  project?”,
52 percent of residents
answered ‘yes’ while 31
percent ‘no’

answered ‘no’.
Another 17 percent said
they were ‘not sure’.

The results of the first
question, “If made to
choose between the two
options for the Suffolk
Downs Development, (20
percent affordable hous-
ing or 50 percent afford-
able housing, which do
you prefer?”, 79 percent
of residents said they sup-
port 20 percent afford-
able housing while only
21 percent said they sup-
port 50 percent affordable
housing at the site.

The poll comes at a time
when groups like City
Life/Vida Urbana are try-
ing to pressure the BPDA
to delay a Suffolk Downs
vote until HYM Invest-

See HVNA Page 3

Santarpio’s Pizza in the top 10 of best pizza’s

By John Lynds

An online food maga-
zine has once again told
America what East Bosto-
nians have known for de-
cades—Santarpio’s Pizza
has one of the best pizzas
in the U.S.

In the Daily Meal’s
annual ‘101 Best Pizzas
in America’ list that was
released last week, San-
tarpio’s was named #7
on their best pizza list up
24 spots from its ranking
of #31 on the list back in
2017.

To compile the list, the
Daily Meal said it turned
to a panel of experts to
narrow the list down to
America’s 101 best.

RUGGIERO
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971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

East Boston school-aged
children are getting some
remote learning help
during the day through a
new program at the Sale-
sian Boys & Girls Club.

The new program gives
working parents some
piece of mind while the
school year has started
remotely for thousands of
Eastie students.

A Lifeline
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Salesian Boys & Girls Club offers remote learning help
during the school day for the children of working parents

By John Lynds

As East Boston stu-
dents headed back to
school remotely many of
the neighborhood’s work-
ing parents headed back to
their jobs.

For the hundreds of par-
ents unable to work from
home, but have young
children that need help
with remote learning, the
Salesian Boys & Girls
Club’s new program has
been a lifeline for working

A photo of Santarpio’s Piz-
za's pepperoni pizza, ranked
#7 on Daily Meal’s list of 101
best pizzas in the U.S.

“If you’re looking for
pizza in this major sports
city, it’s gotta be Santar-

pio’s,” wrote the Daily

parents in the neighbor-
hood.

“The Boys & Girls Club
staff have all the school-
age children’s schedules
for school and are assist-
ing them with logging into
their virtual classrooms
and completing school
work,” said Boys & Girls
Club Executive Director
Michael Triant. “We start-
ed up On Monday Sep-
tember 14 when charter
and parochial schools be-
gan online classes. We are

Mail. “This cash-only
Boston restaurant has no
shortage of options on
the menu, down to even
shrimp scampi pizza, but
its top-selling slice is clas-
sic pepperoni. “We do our
very best to please our
customers,” an employee
told The Daily Meal over
the phone.”

The Eastie landmark
and its awesomely chewy,
cheesy, sweet-sauced piz-
za has received the covet-
ed ‘Best Pizza’ prize nu-
merous times by Boston
Magazine over the years.
Barstool Sports recently
brought New England Pa-
triots receiver Julian Edel-
man to Santarpio’s to rate
the pizza. Edelman gave

following a similar model
as our summer program
with pods of 8-12 kids and
1-2 staff with each group.”

Triant said the Club re-
ceived a $20,000 donation
from Cargo Ventures to
support both the improve-
ment of the Club’s internet
capabilities to serve the
volume of WIFI usage and
to provide scholarships to
families.

“The cost of the pro-

See SALESIAN Page 2

in the nation

the pizza a solid rating.
“Delicious slices and
pies are being cooked up
all across America, SO
this ranking takes special
care to highlight pizzerias
from all parts of the coun-
try, as well as female- and
Black-owned  business-
es,” wrote Daily Meal.
“While America does
love its pizza chains, this
list is focused on smaller
establishments and local
favorites that have found
success branching out to
a few locations. To find
them, we used internal ex-
pertise, scoured Yelp and
other review sites, looked
at coverage by local jour-

See SANTARPIO Page 2

Friendly Face

East Boston Community Soup Kitchen founder’s
smile to grace the front of Lay’s Potato Chip bags

By John Lynds

While shoppers’ smiles
are currently hidden be-
hind their masks, they’ll
soon spot plenty of friend-
ly faces in the snack aisle
thanks to Lay’s, which is
converting millions of po-
tato chip bags to feature
the real smiles of 30 “or
dinary” people doing ex-
traordinary things in their
communities.

One of those smiles will
be East Boston Communi-
ty Soup Kitchen founder
and director Sandra Nijjar.

Nijjar was one of thirty
winners selected to be fea-
tured on the front of Lay’s
potato chip bags for doing

good deeds and spreading
joy in their local commu-
nities.

“Sandra knows that
a soup kitchen provides
more than just food,”
said Sadira Furlow, vice
president of marketing,
Frito-Lay North America
in a statement. “Through
her organization, the East
Boston Community Soup
Kitchen, she provides a
safe, welcoming space
that serves 275 meals ev-
ery Tuesday. During a
time when joy is needed
more than ever, the new
Lay’s bags continue the
brand’s mission to inspire

See SMILE Page 6
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East Boston Community Soup Kitchen founder Sandra
Nijjar’s smile will be featured on the front of Lay’s Pota-
to Chip bags as part of the company’s Everyday Smiler
contest.

Car breaks continue to
be a problem in Eastie

By John Lynds

The Boston Police De-
partment released the third
quarter crime statistics for
East Boston and much like
the first quarter report re-
leased back in May, car
breaks continue to be a
problem in the neighbor-
hood.

While Part One Crimes
are down 40 percent since
the first quarter report,
crime is up 29 percent

when comparing January
1, 2019 through Septem-
ber 13, 2019 with the same
time period this year.

Part One Crimes are the
more serious crimes the
Boston Police track.

When comparing Janu-
ary 1, 2020 through Sep-
tember 13, 2020 with the
same time period during
the third quarter of 2019
Larceny from Motor Ve-

See CRIME Page 2

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark lauro, former owner and director of Rapino,

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
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Eastie COVID-19 positive
test rate continues to drop

By John Lynds

The city’s strategic re-
sponse to the late-August
uptick in East Boston’s
COVID-19 positive test
rate seems to be working.

Last Friday, the Bos-
ton Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC) reported
that Eastie’s COVID-19
positive test rate, after
reaching an all-time high
of 11.8 percent last month,
has fallen to 5.1 percent.
This was down from the
test rate of 6.2 percent two
weeks ago.

For nearly a month,
the city has been working
with healthcare profes-
sionals and agencies like
the East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center
to curb the COVID spike
in the neighborhood. The
City launched an elevated
outreach plan for Eastie
to address the increase in
case data.

“East Boston was down
to a positive test rate of
5.2 percent, which is
good progress after a re-
cent high of 11.8 percent.
Mobile testing remained
in East Boston through
Saturday and our multilin-
gual outreach continues.”

Mayor Martin Walsh
encouraged everyone in
Eastie to get tested, es-
pecially if you are going
out to work, you live in a
household where people
are working, or you have
been around other people
in gatherings of any kind.
You can find testing loca-
tions and contact informa-
tion at boston.gov/corona-
virus.

In Eastie, the BPHC has
been working with several
City departments to dis-
tribute 2,000 COVID-19
kits with cleaning sup-
plies and information to
residents and businesses
in multiple languages,
across the neighborhood.
The City is also partner-
ing with local churches,
and is focused on helping
people in households with
multiple generations learn
strategies for preventing
the spread of the virus.

COVID-19 rate
(unadjusted for age)

[: Lower than the rest of Boston
|:| Similar to the rest of Boston
[ Higher than the rest of Boston
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On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats
by neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID
testing results in Boston neighborhoods.

In addition, business out-
reach began last week in
multiple languages, to
make sure management
and staff know the regula-
tions; have access to PPE,
signage, and prevention
efforts like social distanc-
ing and hygiene; and know
that they need to report to
BPHC when they have an
employee test positive.

According to the lat-
est data released by the
BPHC last Friday, East-
ie’s COVID infection rate
rose only 1.2 percent and
went from 481.6 cases per
10,000 residents to 487.7
cases per 10,000 resi-
dents. The last increase
two weeks ago was 2.6
percent.  The citywide
average is 241.8 cases
per 10,000 residents and
Eastie still has the high-
est infection rate in all of
Boston.

As of Friday 29 more
people became infected
with the virus in Eastie
and there were 2,289 con-
firmed COVID-19 cas-
es, up from the 2,260 re-
ported by the BPHC two
weeks ago.

Of the 15,775 East-

Zenith Lodge # 42 04d Fellows of

Winthrop Hosts Second Free Flu Clinic

Zenith Lodge of Odd Fellows, located at 196
Winthrop St. in Winthrop will be hosting a Flu
Vaccine Clinic, sponsored by CVS of Winthrop
at 3 Woodside Avenue. The clinic is open to the

general public, and will be held on Saturday,
Oct. 17th from 10am until 3pm at the lodge. For

further information for this event, contact

Gerri Gatchell at 617-455-8212 or Kelly McCory
at CVS 617-846-9155.

The vaccines are covered by most the
individuals health insurance plans, please
check prior to arrival on the day of the clinic.

ie, residents tested for
COVID last week 5.1 per-
cent were found to be pos-
itive for the virus. Overall
since the pandemic began,
15.1 percent of residents
here have been found to
be positive. The citywide
positive test rate is 2.8, a
75 percent increase from
the 1.6 percent reported
two weeks ago.

The statistics released
by the BPHC as part of its
weekly COVIDI19 report
breaks down the number
of cases and infection
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down
the number of cases by
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cas-
es of coronavirus rose by
3.5 percent last week from
16,106 cases to 16,676
cases. So far 13,357 Bos-
ton residents have fully re-
covered from the virus and
six additional residents
died last week bringing
the total of fatalities in the
city to 761.

During his daily press
briefing on the virus,
Walsh highlighted one no-
table trend.

“Forty-eight percent of
new cases in the last two
weeks of data are in peo-
ple under the age of 30,”
said Walsh.

Walsh  stressed  that
young people must be es-
pecially cautious, in order
to protect themselves and
the rest of the community
as well, including older
populations who tend to
experience more severe
symptoms if they contract
the virus.

Salesian // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

gram is $150 per week,”
said Triant. “We are open
from 8 am.-5 p.m. and
provide each child with
breakfast, lunch and a
snack. We will also have
Chef Anthony Pino from
the Cunard Tavern starting
to prepare a family style
take home dinner for all
families in the program on
Wednesday.

Each child enrolled in
the program brings their
school-issued ~ Chrome-
Books and through a part-
nership with Belle Isle
Rotary the Club was able
to secure a pair of head-
phones with a microphone
for every child in the pro-

gram.

“We currently have 60
children enrolled in this
program and are commit-
ted to finding more quali-
fied staff in the near future
to reach our capacity of
90 children,” said Triant.
“Please reach out to the
club directly if you have
an interest in joining our
team or if you have chil-
dren whom you would
like to enroll.”

Triant said he was ex-
tremely proud of the way
the Club has continued to
adapt during this pandem-
ic.

“We have altered our
program structure to meet

the needs of our commu-
nity numerous times over
the past seven months,”
said Triant. ““Although
families’ needs change,
our mission remains the
same. We are always here
to provide safe, nurturing,
enriching programs for
those who need us most.”
The Club’s Program Di-
rector Nicole McCormack
added, “I feel happy to be
able to offer some struc-
ture and consistency in
the lives of these children
after a few really difficult
months. I am grateful to
help kids in our commu-
nity navigate the online
learning process.”

Santarpio // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

nalists and gathered sug-
gestions from readers.”

Owner and Santarpio
Family patriarch, Frank
Santarpio, said, “Wheth-
er we are #7 or #107 our
only goal at Santarpio’s
Pizza is to please each and
every customer that walks
through our doors”

For decades Santar-
pio’s, or ‘Tarp’s’ if you're
an Eastie resident, has
gained the reputation of
being an unpolished oa-
sis that has refused to age
with the time.

A status that Frank San-
tarpio says gives the pop-
ular pizzeria character and
charm.

“When you first come
here, you’re either going
to love it or you’re never
coming back,” said Frank.

However, on Friday
and Saturday nights the
line to get into Santarpio’s
stretches around the block
so Frank can be unapolo-
getic about the ambiance.

The bill of fare has al-
ways been simple, and

since it was turned into a
pizza place in 1966 there’s
only been a few deviations
from the main staples of
pizza, grilled lamb or sau-
sage and beer.

However, Santarpio’s
has come a long way from
an [Italian bakery that
opened in 1903 on the cor-
ner of Chelsea and Porter
Streets.

“My grandfather, Fran-
cisco, came to America
in 1900,” said Frank. “He
bought a couple of build-
ings in Eastie, one was this
building, which he made
into Santarpio’s Bakery in
March 1903.”

In 1933, Santarpio’s
father, Joseph, one of six
children took over the
establishment, and re-
vamped the building, turn-
ing the bakery into Santar-
pio’s Café, a popular bar
among Eastie residents
and sports fanatics.

Every once in a while
patrons of Santarpio’s
Café could expect a visit
from one of their favorite

boxers.

From Rocky Marciano
to Jack Dempsey, legend-
ary fighters would pop
in for a cold beer and a
quick photo opportunity
throughout the late 40s
and early 50s.

It was during this time
the food started to catch
on.

“My father used to
make the tripe on Satur-
days and they had the piz-
za and grill,” said Frank.
“I guess it just sort of
caught on from then.”

In 1966, the restaurant
went through another
facelift when Frank took
over, ultimately bearing
the name Santarpio’s Piz-
za.

“We put the sign up
with the last $700 I had
and that’s when it really
caught on,” he said.

Along with the sign
came a wave of success
that hasn’t stopped for de-
cades.

Crime // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

hicles has increased 142
percent in Eastie.

By the third quarter of
2019 there were only 73
motor vehicle larcenies
but that number has in-
creased to 177 so far this
year. It seems the number
of motor vehicle larcenies,
an opportunistic crime that
only takes seconds to pull
off, is up all over Boston.

Citywide the number
has gone from 1,891 in the
third quarter of 2019 to
2,377 so far in 2020, a 25
percent increase.

“The Department obvi-
ously takes great pride in
the fact that arrests were
made in all three incidents,
we would, nevertheless,
like to take this opportu-

nity to remind community
members to employ com-
mon sense preventative
measures to protect items
of value when exiting
their vehicles,” said the
statement. “As simple as
it may sound, protecting
your motor vehicle from a
break-in starts with lock-
ing the doors and closing
windows. Simple? Yes.
But, highly effective.”

In fact, simple steps
can often spell the differ-
ence between your car
being broken into and the
would-be thief moving on
to another, more desirable
target.

“More than anything
else, thieves look for the
easy score,” said the po-

Real Estate Transfers

lice. “So, don’t make it
easy. If you have items of
value, be it a cell phone,
charger, money or iPad,
take them with you when
you exit your car. Because
if a thief can see it, you
can be sure he or she will
do everything they can to
steal it.”

As for other Part One
Crimes in Eastie there
have been zero report-
ed Homicides for 2020;
Rape or Attempted Rape
is down from 7 to 4; Rob-
bery or Attempted Rob-
bery is up from 35 to

44; Domestic Aggravat-
ed Assault is up by from
32 to 40; Non-Domestic
Aggravated Assault is up
by from 33 to 41; Com-

mercial Burglaries are
up from 19 to 12; Resi-
dential Burglaries are up
by from 38 to 41; other
Larcenies are down by
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Time is running out to participate
in the U.S. 2020 Census

By John Lynds

With the help of local
organizations like Neigh-
bors United for a Better
East Boston (NUBE) the
City of Boston is making
a final push to get an accu-
rate census count ahead of
the Sept. 30 deadline.

“This once-in-a-decade
opportunity will deter-
mine the amount of elect-
ed representatives Boston
will have, how legislative
districts will be formed,
and the amount of federal
funding we will receive
for crucial services and
programs for the next 10
years,” said Mayor Martin
Walsh last week. “Only
57.4 percent of Boston’s
households have self-re-
sponded. We are now
less than two weeks away
from the last day to be
counted (September 30).
This is an urgent call to
all of Boston’s communi-
ties to make sure they’ve
completed the U.S. 2020
Census. On this day and
throughout the month of
September.”

Mayor Walsh remind-
ed residents that they can
fill out the 2020 Census
online or by phone, and
either of these options is
available in 13 languages.

“If you already have
done so, make sure to ask
your friends, family, and
networks to do the same,”
he said. “Spread the mes-
sage digitally. Use the
city’s outreach toolkit to
amplify that responding is
not only crucial, but it is
also quick, easy, and con-
fidential.”

Walsh is also encourag-
ing residents to volunteer
to census phone banks
with the City of Boston.
“We are hosting daily
phone banks to reach out
and encourage households
in some of our lowest re-
sponse  neighborhoods,”
said Walsh.

For all Boston-related
Census information and
how to help Walsh said

to visit the city’s “Bos-
ton Counts 2020” web-
site at www.boston.gov/
departments/intergov-
ernmental-relations/bos-
ton-counts-2020.

Helping the city through
a Rapid Response Grant
to support the 2020 Cen-
sus from the Massachu-
setts Census Equity Fund
(MCEF) is NUBE.

NUBE has been using
the grant money for more
outreach and education
ahead of Sept. 30. .

The grants by the
MCEF went to some of
the hardest to count com-
munities in Massachusetts
as well as communities
that were among those hit
the hardest by the global
COVID-19 pandemic like
Eastie,

“We are living through
an unprecedented time.
With the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic at
the starting moment of the
2020 census we know now
more than ever that a full
and accurate census count
is facing serious challeng-
es,” said Chair of MCEF
Alexie Torres. “MCEF has
joined with our national
funding partners in seeing
a need for additional re-
sources to our hardest to
count communities.”

Founded in 2008,
NUBE is an organization
that mentors community
leaders who support so-
cial transformation and
shifting political power.
NUBE’s leaders organize
and advocate for inclusive
democratic processes and
just public policies to cre-
ate a vibrant economy and
environment for all East
Boston.

NUBE’s work is guided
by a commitment to devel-
oping a more just, under-
standing, and sustainable
neighborhood. NUBE
believes that leaders, who
live its values and inten-
tionally engage in social,
economic, and political
life, will help create alter-
native systems and struc-

tures that promote social
transformation.

Since being created
NUBE has Increased vot-
er turnout 10-15 percent
in recent elections in pre-
cincts with a high density
of people of color.

Having an accurate
2020 Census count fits
right into NUBE’s mis-
sion to transform the lives
and amplify the voices of
Eastie residents who have
been excluded from pros-
perity by an inequitable
economic system.

This year the United
States will conduct its de-
cennial census. In Boston
there’s been a huge push
to ensure a fair and com-
plete count in the 2020
U.S. Census because it de-
termines everything from
representation in Con-
gress, to federal funds for
schools, affordable hous-
ing, infrastructure and
health care programs.

MCEF used real-time
census response rate data
and knowledge of the
impacts of the pandemic
to make rapid-response
grants between $500 to
$5,000 for additional out-
reach activities. Organi-
zations in these regions,
who work with hard-to-
count populations includ-
ing communities of color,
are struggling to increase
Census response rates
while simultaneously re-
sponding to communities’
needs, which have been
increasing in the wake of
COVID-19.

Historically, certain
populations are “hard-to-
count” in the census. Ur-
ban and rural areas with
large low-income popu-
lations, people of color,
immigrants, non-English
speakers, migrant work-
ers, ex-offenders, young
children, the elderly, those
who are disabled, renters,
the homeless, and those
living in mobile homes or
multi-unit residences are
historically hard-to-count.

HVNA members hear 2nd presentation
on former Eastern Flooring parcel

By John Lynds

Owner and develop-
ers of 7-11 Curtis St.,
Seth Williams and Jim
Grossman, were Dback
before the Harbor View
Neighborhood  Associa-
tion (HVNA) during the
group’s September meet-
ing earlier this month. .

This was the second
time Williams and Gross-
man, along with their at-
torney Jeff Drago, pitched
their plan to demolish
the existing structure that
currently houses East-
ern Flooring, combine
four separate parcels and
erect two buildings--one
on Curtis Street with 21
units and a second one on
Saratoga Street with eight
units.

Drago said his clients
want to create a mix of
condo/rental units. The
building with 21 units will
include 18 parking spots
while the building with
only eight units on Sara-
toga Street will have no
parking spots.

“We have heard feed-
back that most people did
not like the more contem-
porary design and we have
now adjusted the design to
a more traditional design
that fits more with the sur-
rounding community. “

Drago said the his cli-
ents have moved away
from boxy brick building
and have now incorporat-

ed bay windows, the use
of fiber cement clapboard
siding, shed

dormers and added con-
tinuity with windows to
pick up site lines of adja-
cent buildings.

Drago said the project
has gone down from five
stories down to four sto-
ries and the parking has
been sunk underground.

“We also added bike
storage, street trees, and
widened the sidewalks all
to improve infrastructure

in the area,” said Drago.

At the meeting HVNA
members seemed to be
warming up to the proj-
ect when compared to the
initial presentation before
COVID hit, but many still
have concerns.

“I give credit for giv-
ing a new design but I still
think it’s too many units
for that amount

of land,” said one resi-
dent. “I hope you consider
reducing even further.”
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GSCA MONTHLY
MEETING SET FOR

SEPT. 28

The GSCA monthly
meeting will be held ON-
LINE (and on phone) via
ZOOM. The meeting will
be held on Monday, Sep-
tember 28, at 6:30 p.m.
Registration is required.
If you have not received
an invitation to register
or have difficulty regis-
tering or attending, please
go to https://govestreet.
org/zoom, send an email
to secretary@govestreet.
org or contact (781) 951-
4111.

Though the agenda is
subject to change, we plan
to discuss the following
items:

Attendance Roll Call

Boston Police updates

Neighborhood Services
updates from Lina Tra-
melli

Information regarding
Mobility Hubs Pilot Proj-
ect in East Boston termed
GoHubs from Matt Warf-
ield

Voting Procedures

Project Presentations

Richard Lynds will
oversee the project pre-
sentations regarding the
following:

a. 168 Gove Street -
Change occupancy from
4 to 8 units, add vertical
addition and roof deck -
complete renovation of
existing building

b. 173-177 Maverick
- (Already approved for
ground level retail and 9
residential units). Chang-
ing the project description
from alteration and reno-
vation of existing building
to complete demolition
and rebuild. Project will
remain exactly the same
as what was previously
approved.

A status report regard-
ing the Davis Companies/
EBNHC proposed con-
struction projects along
Bremen and Orleans
Streets.

JPNA PLANNING &
ZONING AGENDA

Updaed with correct
Zoom link

The  Jeffries Point
Neighborhood  Associa-
tion (JPNA) Planning and
Zoning Meeting will be
held ONLINE via ZOOM.
The registration link
is provided in the meeting
notice below. If you have
any difficulty registering
or attending, please con-

tact us at board@jeffrie-
spoint.org.

The JPNA will be re-
cording these meetings
and may post the record-
ings online.

Wednesday, September
23th, 2020; 7 —8:30 p.m.

Zoom Video Confer-
ence

Registration Required!
AGENDA (subject to
change)

156 Webster Street,
first Presentation: Certi-
fy occupancy as a 4-unit
dwelling, “present exist-
ing conditions”.  Own-
er/Developer: Aaron M.
Daigneault

2020 Planning & Zon-
ing Meeting dates are
available at jeffriespoint.
org.

EVENING PRAYER

You are invited to join
services for Evening
Prayer (Vespers) Mon-
day, September 28 at 7:00
p-m.This ancient liturgy of
light in the darkness is set
to beautiful contemporary
music.

We will stream on Face-
book at Our Saviour’s Lu-
theran Church at 28 Paris
Street, East Boston in En-
glish and Nuevo Aman-
ecer in Spanish.

HVNA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ment agrees to more af-
fordable housing.

On Tuesday, City Life/
Vida Urbana held a rally
outside City Hall.

“Suffolk Downs is the
site of a plan for a mas-
sive mixed-use develop-
ment including 10,000
housing units, and it’s
surrounded by predom-
inantly immigrant and
working class families
now at higher risk of
eviction in the COVID-19
crisis,” said the group in
a statement. “The BPDA
plans to vote on core as-
pects of the land’s future
this Thursday, September
24th, including the extent
of affordable housing in
the development. Tues-
day’s rally, organized by
a coalition of communi-
ty-based  organizations
called PUEBLO, will
call for the postponement
of the BPDA’s vote until
concerns about affordable

housing and displacement
are resolved.”

Other groups have
been outside the Suffolk
Downs’ site during the
week holding signs call-
ing for 50 percent afford-
able housing although it is
clear from the HVNA poll
that the majority of resi-
dents most impacted by

the project do not agree
with 50 percent. How-
ever, the same residents
do think the affordable
housing component at
Suffolk Downs should be
higher than the typical 13
percent mandated by the
BPDA for large projects
in the city.

SENATOR

Shana Tove

NIV MY

Wishing You
Well in this
New Year
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WINTER SURVIVAL: MASKS
AND FLU SHOTS

The testimony of Dr. Robert Redfield, the head of the
Centers for Disease Control, before a U.S. Senate sub-
committee last week regarding the need for every Amer-
ican to wear a face mask in public to thwart the spread
of Covid-19 was stunning for its sheer simplicity.

“A face mask is the most important and powerful
public health tool we have,” said Redfield. “If we did it
for six, eight, or 10 weeks, we could bring the pandem-
ic under control. We have clear scientific evidence they
work, and they are our best defense. I might even go
so far as to say that this face mask is more guaranteed
to protect me against Covid than when I take a Covid
vaccine.”

Dr. Redfield’s statement provided Americans with the
most direct and easiest-to-understand medical advice
that we have heard in our lifetime from any health pro-
fessional regarding any illness or disease.

Face masks have been shown in the past to be effec-
tive against the spread of airborne illnesses. During the
1918 flu pandemic, American cities that required their
citizenry to wear face masks in public had much lower
incidences of the flu and much lower death rates from
that deadly disease than cities that did not require the
use of masks.

The other significant thing we can do for our individ-
ual and collective health this winter season is to get a
flu shot as soon as possible. Although flu shots typically
do not have 100% effectiveness, they nonetheless can
provide significant protection against the flu for most
Americans, thereby reducing to a large extent the num-
ber of persons who might require medical treatment and
hospitalization.

We also would note that there is substantial evidence
that flu shots also provide protection for the heart, al-
though it still is not completely understood why.

Together, masks and flu shots offer our best chance
to avoid the so-called “twin-demic” this coming winter.
Indeed, if everyone masks up and gets vaccinated (as
well as stays home when they are sick), this could be the
healthiest winter our nation ever has experienced.

COVID IS THE LEADING
KILLER OF FIRST
RESPONDERS

Recently-revealed statistics have brought into sharp
focus the deadly and tragic effects of the Covid-19 pan-
demic upon our nation’s police and firefighters.

At least 101 police officers have died from Covid-19,
and it is estimated that this figure represents only half of
the Covid-19 deaths among police officers. This com-
pares to 70 officers who have died in the line of duty
from accidents and felonious attacks.

For firefighters, deaths from Covid-19 likewise have
exceeded fatalities from other service-related causes.

These statistics clearly demonstrate that our public
safety personnel put their lives and health on the line
just by showing up for their jobs. They do not have the
luxury of working remotely from the comfort of their
home, as so many of us are able to do these days.

The work of first responders always has been diffi-
cult enough, but the added layer of the risks posed by
Covid-19 has increased their line-of-duty danger ex-
ponentially -- and makes us even more grateful for the
job they do in our communities each and every day,
24/7/365.
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By Lydia Edwards

Although we are start-
ing to see great improve-
ment, East Boston con-
tinues to have the highest
Covid-19 infection rate
in the city at 5.1% as of
the Boston Public Health
Commission’s latest re-
port. This is down from
the 11.8% rate we had a
few weeks ago, but still
higher than Dorchester,
which is the neighbor-
hood with the next highest
rate at 4.9%.

There are a number of
reasons for East Boston
having the highest rate in
the city. Our geography
is one of them. We are
isolated from the rest of
the city and caught in be-
tween Chelsea and an in-
ternational airport. We’re
also a very densely popu-
lated neighborhood. A lot
of our residents live with
either multiple families in
the same unit or multiple
generations of the same
family. We also have a
high number of essential

Dr. Glenn Mollette

Fall season officially
begins September 22 this
year. For every season
there is a change. Most of
us like the seasons espe-
cially if we can have four
of them.

I like the fall as the
weather seems more stable
in our part of the country.
For our neighbors in Cal-
ifornia they are desperate
for anything that will bring
rain and an end to the dev-
astating fires. This has
been a cruel, harsh time
that we pray passes by and
ends very quickly for Cal-
ifornia.

On the east and gulf
coast there is always an-
other looming hurricane
this time of year. Flood-
ing and devastation have
already occurred in Loui-
siana with the potential of
more to come.

Every season brings
the possibilities of pleas-

Let’s all do our part

workers in East Boston
that have begun riding
the MBTA again as busi-
nesses have continued to
reopen.

There are other factors
that are contributing to
our high infection rate.
When I go on my morn-
ing run down the Mary
Ellen Welch Greenway,
I still see too many peo-
ple walking, running, and
playing sports without
masks on. In order to con-
tinue lowering the infec-
tion rate in the neighbor-
hood, we need everyone
to wear masks when they
go outside and maintain
social distancing whenev-
er possible.

I was grateful to see
Massport put up signs in
their parks encouraging
people to wear masks and
maintain social distanc-
ing. I would like to see
these signs go up in the
harborwalk area along the
waterfront where people
are congregating without
masks or distancing them-
selves from each other.

Each point of entry into
the neighborhood should
have signage about proper
mask wearing and social
distancing guidelines, in-
cluding all MBTA sta-
tions. The rules regarding
park closing hours should
also be enforced. Hiring
park monitors to enforce
these rules could create
new jobs and help some
residents pay rent after
they are hired.

As Rep. Adrian Mada-
ro has pointed out, East
Boston is in a crisis and
additional state funding
needs to be allocated to
the neighborhood to help
find the sources of infec-
tion and reduce or elimi-
nate them. Governor Bak-
er should designate the
neighborhood as one of
the high risk communities
in the Commonwealth and
send aid as quickly as pos-
sible. The city should also
increase funding for isola-
tion housing to help slow
the rate of family spread,
which is one of the main
sources of spread accord-

GUEST Opr-ED

Turn the page

ant weather but also se-
vere weather. Very much
like our lives every season
brings change because we
have no choice but to deal
with the change. When
snow comes, we adapt and
enjoy the change.

Our lives are like sea-
sons - change comes. If
we are fortunate, aging
occurs. Children grow up.
Our vocational lives and
dreams change, mature,
flourish or become a dis-
tant memory. Our lives are
like an interesting book.
Your life is probably very
interesting if you were
able to write out the whole
story. Maybe you should
write about your life?
Write it out for someone
later to read about. If you
decide to do so write about
the hard times as well as
what you want everyone
else to know.

Whenever you read or
write a book it requires
turning the page or writ-

ing a new page. You can’t
finish the book if you stay
on the same page. When
our parents die, we have
to turn the page. When
we bury a spouse or loved
one, we have to turn the
page. When we change
jobs or careers that require
transition it’s tough but
we have to turn the page.
When children grow up
and move away or no lon-
ger have time to be with
us then we must turn the
page.

A good friend is selling
his lovely home. I can see
that’s it a tough time emo-
tionally as he has invested
S0 many years into where
he lives. He and his wife
are moving into a smaller
condominium. He loves
his beautiful yard but he
knows it’s time to turn
the page as their age and
health have changed.

The one difference be-
tween reading a book and
life is that you may not

ing to research.

The pandemic has high-
lighted the importance of
coming together for the
greater good. We’ve seen
incredible work being
done by our local non-
profits to help keep people
fed and care for the chil-
dren of essential workers.
The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center
has tested thousands of
residents and is working
with the city to help low-
er the infection rate. If
everyone does their part,
we will be able to lower
the infection rate and try
to get back to “normal” as
quickly as possible. Un-
fortunately for too many
people in East Boston
there will never be a re-
turn to normal because
they have lost a loved one
to this virus. Let’s all do
our part and prevent any
more families from losing
someone.

Lydia Edwards is City
Councilor, District 1.

finish reading the book but
we all finish life. You either
turn the pages of life or in
time they are turned for
you. The worst decisions
we make are no decisions.
We procrastinate. We de-
lay paying into retirement.
We delay a health test. We
put off what we dread and
it doesn’t make it better.

Live a good life. Make
decisions. Turn the page
and keep going. Don’t get
stuck on the same page
in the same chapter. Run
your race. Finish your
course. Turn the page.

Glenn Mollette is the
publisher of Newburgh
Press, Liberty Torch and
various other publishing
imprints; a national col-
umnist — American Issues
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and
features appear each week
In over 500 newspapers,
websites and blogs across
the United States.

Your opinions, please

Our fax number is 781-485-1403.

The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our mailing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor @eastietimes.com. Letters must be signed.
We reserve the right to edit for length and content.




Wednesday, September 23,2020

THE EAST BOSTON TIMES-FREE PRESS

Page 5

RMYV renews over 163,000 licenses and IDs online during REAL ID promotion

The Massachusetts
Registry of Motor Ve-
hicles (RMV) continues
to encourage all eligible
customers to renew their
Standard Massachusetts
driver’s license or Mas-
sachusetts ID card online
at Mass.Gov/RMV in or-
der to qualify for a free
upgrade to a REAL ID
credential in 2021. This
promotional opportunity,
authorized and extend-
ed by Executive Order,
will remain in effect until
Massachusetts’ State of
Emergency is lifted to pro-
vide customers more time
and flexibility to conduct
transactions and to sup-
port the RMV’s ongoing
efforts to implement social
distancing protocols while
limiting in-person service
center visits to keep cus-
tomers and staff safe.

Customers are eligible
to renew online and take
advantage of this offer up
to one year in advance of
the expiration date printed
on their license or ID, or
up to two years after the
expiration date. Custom-
ers will not be able to seek
their free REAL ID up-
grade until at least six (6)
months after the State of
Emergency is lifted.

The RMV continues to
see a dramatic increase of
online renewals by cus-

tomers during the pan-
demic and this promo-
tional opportunity period.
More than 163,000 online
renewals were complet-
ed since promotion began
June 12th, compared to
just 49,600 over the same
time period in 2019. In
August 2020, there were
over 62,000 online cre-
dential renewals, com-
pared to just 15,739 in
August 2019. The RMV
has bolstered back office
support efforts to accom-
modate this continuing in-
creased demand.

Beginning in mid-Au-
gust, limited in-person
license renewal appoint-
ments became available
in Service Centers for
customers. The RMV
suspended those in-per-
son transactions due to
the pandemic and applied
multiple extensions to ex-
piring licenses and IDs as
outlined below. The RMV
asks that those who can
renew online please do so
and preserve these limited
appointments for those in-
dividuals with credentials
expiring in September
2020 who cannot, espe-
cially if their license or ID
currently benefits from an
extension.

Qualifying customers
who complete their re-
newal online and wish to

upgrade to a REAL ID for
free will have to wait until
at least six (6) months af-
ter Massachusetts’ State of
Emergency is lifted to vis-
it an RMV Service Center.
Customers currently do
not need a federally com-
pliant REAL ID for the
purposes of boarding do-
mestic flights prior to Oc-
tober 1, 2021, as the fed-
eral government delayed
the compliance effective
date by one year. The fee
for renewing a non-com-
mercial standard or REAL
ID license is $50, while
the fee for upgrading to a
standard or REAL ID card
is $25. The typical $25
upgrade / amendment fee
will be waived under these
qualifying circumstances.

Obtaining an initial fed-
erally compliant REAL ID
requires customers to visit
a Service Center in-per-
son to present verifying
documents. The RMV
introduced this initiative
and fee waiver pursuant to
Executive Order 39 which
was issued by Governor
Baker on June 12, 2020,
and was subsequently
extended through Execu-
tive Order 47 on August
11, 2020, in light of the
COVID-19 public health
emergency to encour-
age social distancing and
limit unnecessary travel

by reducing the need for
many customers to visit a
Service Center. This also
allows for the prioritiza-
tion of essential in-person
transactions, which re-
main by appointment only.

Customers should take
the following steps to de-
termine their online re-
newal eligibility and qual-
ify for this offer:

¢ Visit Mass.Gov/RMYV,
login to their “myRMV”
account, and find out if
they are permitted to re-
new online.

* Renew online — their
new standard license or ID
card will be sent via U.S.
mail.

* The cost for renewing
a driver’s license is $50.
The cost for renewing
an ID card is $25. These
costs are the same for both
a standard or REAL ID li-
cense or ID card. The cost
for upgrading or amend-
ing a license or ID card
outside of their renewal
cycle is $25, which will be
waived for participating,
eligible RMV customers.

e Customers who renew
online will have to wait
until at least six (6) months
after Massachusetts’ State
of Emergency is lifted to
make an appointment for
a REAL ID and have their
$25 upgrade / amendment
fee waived. Anyone who

holds a valid U.S. passport
or other federally-com-
pliant form of identifica-
tion may never need an
RMV-issued REAL ID.

* As a service to its
members, AAA continues
to issue REAL ID creden-
tials for their members
only and members should
make an appointment be-
fore visiting a AAA loca-
tion.

* Limited in-person li-
cense renewal reservation
appointments are avail-
able in RMV Service Cen-
ters for customers. The
RMYV asks that those who
can renew online please
do so, especially if their
license or ID currently
benefits from an exten-
sion, thus preserving these
appointments for those in-
dividuals with credentials
expiring in September
2020 who cannot renew
online.

While the RMV has
previously announced the
below automatic exten-
sions to certain expiring
licenses and ID cards, all
eligible customers are
encouraged to take ad-
vantage of this offer by
renewing online up to one
year prior to their expira-
tion date:

e Driver’s licenses and
ID cards that expired
or were set to expire in

March, April, and May
2020 have been extended
until September 2020.

* Driver’s licenses and
ID cards that expired or
were set to expire in June
have been extended until
October 2020.

e Driver’s licenses and
ID cards that expired or
were set to expire in July
have been extended until
November 2020.

e Driver’s licenses and
ID cards that will expire in
August have been extend-
ed until December 2020.

All RMV customers
are encouraged to vis-
it the RMV Online Ser-
vice Center or www.Mass.
Gov/RMYV to renew their
license or ID card, and
complete one of over 40
other transactions avail-
able online, by mail, or by
phone.

For details on these and
other credential expira-
tion date extensions and
additional information on
RMV service offerings
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, please visit www.
mass.gov/rmv or https://
www.mass.gov/info-de-
tails/rmv-covid-19-infor-
mation.

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

With many new cooks
and many more distrac-
tions and stresses for ex-
perienced cooks, kitchen
rules are important. Here
are topics to think about as
you decide what is import-
ant to you.

Safety First

One very important rule
can save both lives and
property. Call 911 first if
you start a fire or have a
scary injury. You can call
off 911 if you gain control
of the situation, but always
follow that first instinct to
call for help. With fires or
bleeding minutes count!

Even if you put out a
fire or stop the bleeding,
first responders are bet-
ter qualified to determine
if the fire might have ex-
tended into interior spac-
es, if the area needs to be
ventilated, if smoke inha-
lation may be a danger, or
if that cut or burn needs
more than first aid.

Fire Prevention

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Fire Services
(DFS) confirms, “Cook-
ing fires are the leading
cause of home fires and
home fire injuries.” Good
habits can prevent kitchen
fires in your home or help
you deal with them safely
should they occur. DFS
has lots of recommenda-
tions on its webpage and
we have a few.

Be sure combustible
items like dish towels or
pot holders are not within
reach of a burner. Keep a
large cover near the stove
when you’re cooking.
Don’t try to move a burn-

For
Advertising

Rates,

Call
617-884-2416
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Kitchen safety rules

ing pan. Instead, cover
it as the first step in con-
trolling the fire.

Have a kitchen fire ex-
tinguisher near your kitch-
en exit to grab after you
call 911. If the fire is in the
oven or microwave, turn it
off but DON’T open the
door.

Finally, don’t leave your
pans unattended. Don’t
walk away from a pan that
is preheating or something
that is frying. Don’t leave
the house when something
is simmering away on a
burner or in the oven.

Prevent Burns and
Cuts

Dress for cooking.
Chef’s jackets have long
sleeves and many cooks
wear  kitchen  clogs.
Sleeves  help  prevent
burns from spatter, oven
racks, hot pans, and spills.
Kitchen clog soles are de-
signed to be non-slip on
wet floors and are thick
enough to protect from
a dropped knife, grease
spills, or other foot dan-
gers.

Place pan handles out
of the way to prevent
burns and spills. If a pan is
in the oven, you not only
need a potholder to grab it,
but also to place over the
handles when it comes out
of the oven. That warns
off anyone from touching
it while it can still burn.

Steam can produce a
very bad burn. Remove a

cover of a pan or a dish in
the microwave in a way
that the cover will shield
you from the stream.

Most cuts can be pre-
vented by learning good
knife skills. Sharp knives
slide through food with-
out pressure. Dull knives
require force which is
dangerous. In our kitchen,
knives live on a magnetic
wall rack and are cleaned
immediately after use.
They are never put in a
sink full of soapy water
or left on a counter where
they might cut a hand
reaching for something
else.

You might also prepare
a kitchen first aid kit with
some quick clot or blood
stop in addition to ban-
dages. Working smoke
alarms and a fire extin-
guisher are both import-
ant. But it is the habits you
develop day-to-day and
the rules you set for those
around you (including
pets, children, and people
who reach for something
you’re cutting) that make
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e Kenmore Electric
Elite Washer/Dryer
$300 for both
or BEST OFFER

e Large Rustic Oak
Entertainment Center
Excellent condition!

$300 or BEST OFFER

(857) 244-3870

Northgate Dental Center

A General & Multi-Specialty Practice

e Extractions

¢ Root Canal Treatment
¢ Gum Treatment

e Partials, Dentures

and Implant surgeon

¢ L. Parsi, D.M.D.

Specializing in Emergency Care

o Fillings, Crowns & Bridges e Cosmetic Dentistry

Veneers, Invisalign, Bleaching, Botox Injections
e Digital Radiographs
o State-of-the-Art Sterilization Techniques
* Microscope Aided Dentistry

* F. Mobed, D.M.D. Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist)
* R. Satayosh, D.M.D. Periodonstist (Gum Specialist)

* V. Varasteh, D.M.D. (Cosmetic Dentistry)

www.ngdental.com

603 Broadway, Revere * 781-289-3600

a difference. In reality, a
big dose of common sense
can make your kitchen a
much safer place.

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh &
Local? Send an email to
Penny@BostonZest.com
with your suggestion.

Protective shoes, a long-sleeved shirt, first aid kit, and fire
extinguisher are all part of our kitchen equipment.

Let’s get it Together - Together!
Save the Date

for the East Boston

Resiliency Assembly

Please save the date for the East
Boston Resiliency Assembly, a vir-
tual (ZOOM) meeting that will bring
together City health and emergency
management leaders, first respond-
ers, non-profits, civic associations,
LatinX groups, and residents to
think about “Blue Sky” actions we
can take to prepare for emergen-
cies and disasters before they occur
and “Dark Sky” actions we can take once disasters strike.

In a recent survey we conducted of East Boston residents, over 80%
reported that they expected to experience a major flooding event, snow-
storm, or heat wave over the next five years, and yet fewer than 20% were
sufficiently prepared. Similarly, over 80% of East Boston residents believe
that climate change will hurt their family or their community, but only
about one-third think they have a role to play in any political process.

Preparedness for these major emergencies that range from natural
hazards and extreme weather events to pandemics requires effort at the
individual and household level as well as at the community and political
level. The East Boston Resiliency Assembly will be the forum for us to
think about the best opportunities for action to protect our community,
Many local groups are already develop-
ing social networks to respond to COVID
and emergency food relief efforts so we
are already headed in the right direction.

Scheduled speakers at the Assembly
include former FEMA Deputy Director

Rich Serino, who began his emergency
services career in East Boston, as well
as top officials from Boston’s Office of

Emergency Management and the Bos-
ton Public Health Commission, among

and how to make them happen.

Saturday, November 14 - 9:30 am -12:30 pm

ST

others.

Please reach Phil Giffee at NOAH
(pgiffee@noahcdc.org) for questions or
more information about the Assembly
and how you can participate.

=
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Construction on Eastie’s first
ever senior center underway

By John Lynds

For decades East Bos-
ton’s senior citizens and
senior groups like the
Golden Age Club have
been clamoring for their
own space in the commu-
nity.

Today, seniors share
space at other non-prof-
its for senior programs,
social hours, parties and
other events. A dedicated
senior center would al-
low seniors to accomplish
these things within the
confines of their own per-
manent location.

Last year, Mayor Mar-
tin Walsh joined hundreds
of Eastie seniors at the
Boston Centers for Youth
& Families (BCYF) Paris
Street Community Center

to kick off the community
process for a new senior
center at the former Orient
Heights library location
on Barnes Avenue.

After several meetings
initial construction is now
underway at the former li-
brary in Orient Heights.

For the past few weeks
construction crews have
been busy gutting the in-
side of the former library
to make room for the com-
munity’s vision for East-
ie’s first ever dedicated
senior center.

According to the May-
or’s Office the investment
will transform the former
library into a new senior
center. The project will
be managed by the City’s
Public Facilities Depart-
ment and will include

creating flexible rooms to
support the programs that
will be offered, building
a new deck on the North
side of the building, relo-
cating and upgrading the
kitchen, and making all
entrances and bathrooms
fully accessible. In addi-
tion, all major mechanical
systems will be upgrad-
ed or replaced including
electrical, plumbing and
HVAC.

Investments from Mass-
port, through a mitigation
struck with the Logan Im-
pact Advisory Committee
(LIAG), will help support
the programming and
operational needs of the
newly-renovated  center
once construction is com-
plete.

Rep.

Adrian Mada-

Construction on Eastie’s first ever dedicated senior center is underway.

ro, who helped create
the LIAG in response to
Massport’s Terminal E
project, once the senior
center opens it will be a
great day for Eastie.

“This long-awaited
project will provide im-
portant community re-
sources and activities for

seniors.”

Senior centers and the
senior programming they
house promote connec-
tion, education, health and
personal enrichment for
older adults,” he said.

The East Boston se-
nior center is being de-
veloped in collaboration

with design firm Fennick
McCredie  Architecture
and City of Boston depart-
ments including Budget,
Public Facilities, Property
Management, Age Strong,
Department of Neighbor-
hood Development, and
Neighborhood Services.

Magdalena LaBattaglia, founder and executive director for The Harborkeepers, honored by EPA

By John Lynds

Magdalena LaBattaglia
moved to East Boston in
2003 to work and raise a
family. She very quickly
discovered that her neigh-
borhood, as a coastal city,
experiences a dichotomy
between  socio-political
economic progress and
the challenge to building
equitable resiliency.

In 2016 LaBattaglia
founded The Harborkeep-
ers, a grassroots coastal
resilience nonprofit, to
help shift the resilien-
cy narrative and make
systemic changes in cli-
mate resiliency-building,
multi-sector collaboration
and developing more in-
novative models of stake-
holder engagement.

Last week the US En-
vironmental  Protection
Agency (EPA) recognized
LaBattaglia and seven
other individuals and or-
ganizations in Massa-
chusetts for their work to
protect New England’s
environment. LaBattaglia
was among 24 recipients
across New England hon-
ored by EPA’s New En-
gland office at the 2020
Environmental Merit
Awards virtual ceremony.

At the awards, EPA
New England Administra-
tor Dennis Deziel said La-
Battaglia has helped build
an equitable and sustain-
able coastal community in

Eastie.

“Her organization’s
mission is to create a com-
munity prepared for po-
tential impacts of major
flooding or storms,” he
said. “East Boston, with
its unique geography, cul-
tural diversity and long
relationship to maritime
history, is particularly vul-
nerable to environmental
and climate-related im-
pacts. A clear and dire
need for climate resiliency
and education here led La-
Battaglia to found Harbor-
keepers in 2016.”

The Harborkeepers has
provided free education
to youth and adults about
coastal issues and the im-
pact of climate change.
Over the last four years,
under LaBattaglia ‘s lead-
ership, Harborkeepers has
worked with several local
schools, housing devel-
opments and community
groups to address the need
for building resiliency in
the community.

“Recognizing the im-
pact of marine trash pol-
lution around East Boston,
Harborkeepers has held
volunteer shoreline clean
ups since its founding,”
said Deziel. “By the end
of 2018, it had removed
over 2,555 pounds of trash
from the coastline.

Deziel added that over
the past four years LaBatt-
aglia has demonstrated

leadership, passion and in-
novation.

“I was surprised but ex-
tremely humbled and hon-
ored for this recognition
from such an important
government agency,” said
LaBattaglia. “I wake up
every day and think about
how we can find imple-
mentable solutions to help
our coastal environment.
This is a critical time for
all coastal areas and we
have no time to waste to
do whatever we can to
help our ocean and urban
coastal communities. |
am truly grateful for this
award and to be able to do
this stewardship work.”

EPA New England’s
annual Environmental
Merit Awards are given to
community leaders, scien-
tists, government officials,
business leaders, schools,
and students who repre-
sent different approaches,
but a common commit-
ment to environmental
protection.

“Initiatives led by indi-
viduals and groups, like
Magdalena LaBattaglia,
have driven progress to-
ward clean water and
clean air, built community
support for revitalization
investments, sparked en-
vironmental innovation,
reduced waste, and pro-
tected the public from
exposure to harmful sub-
stances,” said Deziel.

Magdalena LaBattaglia, founder and executive director for The Harborkeepers, was hon-
ored by the EPA for her climate resiliency work in Eastie.

“EPA is always proud
to recognize the honor-
ees’ dedication, commit-
ment to partnerships, and
passion for success that
has led to measurable
change.” Deziel noted that
this year’s award cele-
bration — an online video
presentation - by necessity
differed from past years,
but reaffirmed the awards
ceremony is more import-
ant than ever.

A multilingual native of
Argentina who grew up in
New York and New Jersey
and holds a Bachelor’s
Degree from Montclair

University in Internation-
al Relations, LaBattaglia
came to Boston in 2003.
With her, LaBattaglia
brought her extensive ex-
perience in community
engagement, Ccross-sector
partnership building skills
and knowledge of multi-
cultural sensitivity to find
points of collaboration be-
tween diverse stakehold-
ers in order to advance
local, state and regional
climate resiliency plans
and as well as assure that
environmental  policies
work for more impacted
communities, like Eastie.

“I am pleased to join
EPA Region 1 as they hon-
or municipal officials, en-
vironmental activists, state
transportation  planners
and celebrate their amaz-
ing work to protect our
environment and the pub-
lic health,” said Commis-
sioner Martin Suberg of
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection (MassDEP). “I
celebrate their success and
achievements as they safe-
guard our natural resourc-
es and ensure the health
of communities across the
Commonwealth.”

Smile // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

even more smiles in 2020,
with up to $1 million in
proceeds benefiting Oper-
ation Smile.”

The Lay’s Smiles pack-
aging and brand’s digi-
tal media channels will
also spotlight the unique
stories of Nijjar and the
29 “Everyday Smilers”
whose impact includes
helping the homeless, vet-
erans, youth, elderly and
more — in hopes that their
inspiring work will bring
smiles to the faces of peo-
ple across the country.

However, due to
COVID the in-person
photo shoot for Nijjar
and others was cancelled
so Lay’s had to get more
creative and use the latest
technology for the potato
chip bag designs. Nijjar,
using her phone, sent an
image to Lay’s designers
who turned the portrait
into the new bag design.

“Having poured through
thousands of nominations
and already being person-

East Boston Community Soup Kitchen founder Sandra

Nijjar inside the soup kitchen in the basement of Our Sav-
iour Lutheran Church on Paris Street.

ally committed to these
Smiles ourselves, particu-
larly now when people are
looking for more reasons
to smile than ever before,
we knew we couldn’t let a
cancelled photoshoot keep
Lay’s from sharing these

inspiring ~ stories  with
the world,” said Furlow.
“Across stores and within
households, Lay’s has the
power to reach millions of
Americans every day. We
already know that what’s

inside the bag brings joy,

but turning the Lay’s bag
into a canvas to multiply
that happiness factor is
what makes the Smiles
program so special.”

Last year, more than
71,000 people scanned the
Lay’s Smiles QR codes
to hear the unique stories
behind each “Everyday
Smiler” and 2020 offers
even more inspiration
from around the country.

“The Smile with Lay’s
program reflects the true
power of how a smile can
change the world, begin-
ning with the one-on-one
interaction you may have
with a stranger to the
life-changing  surgeries
and resources Operation
Smile is able to provide
thanks to our committed
staff, generous donors,
medical volunteers and
longtime partners like
Lay’s,” said Kristie Ma-
gee Porcaro, Chief Strate-
gy Officer & Partnerships
Operation Smile.

The Lay’s Smiles bags

Visit eastietimes.com

are available nationwide
while supplies last.

The East Boston Com-
munity Soup  Kitchen
started as an idea and a
way to address what Nijjar
saw as a growing problem
in East Boston. Nijjar was
seeing an ever-increasing
number of homeless in
and around Maverick and
Central Squares. So four
years ago Nijjar recruited
Pastor Britta Carlson, John
Ribeiro, Jr, Lydia Edwards
and Baljinder Nijjar to es-
tablish the neighborhood’s
first ever soup kitchen.

Now four years later,
the East Boston Commu-
nity Soup Kitchen in the
basement of Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church on Paris
Street is going strong and
feeding over 275 families
in need every Tuesday
that are homeless or just in
need of a hot meal.

Nijjar works with local
businesses and restaurants
to secure donations, re-
cruits volunteers to help

her in the kitchen and han-
dles much of the cleaning.
She gets to know all of
her clients on a personal
level and frequently vis-
its guests in rehabilitation
facilities and accompanies
them to court appearances.

Last year, Nijjar was se-
lected as one of this year’s
Myra Kraft Community
MVP Award winners for
her volunteer efforts at
East Boston Community
Soup Kitchen. The Kraft
Family provided Nijjar
with a $10,000 grant at
Gillette Stadium last sum-
mer to help further the
Soup Kitchen’s reach.

In addition to the
meals, Nijjar and the Soup
Kitchen provides blood
pressure checks, immu-
nization clinics, donated
clothing, free haircuts and
assistance with housing
applications. She epito-
mizes kindness and pa-
tience while providing in-
valuable support to those
in need.
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Three Eastie students named Red Sox Scholars

By John Lynds

Three East Boston stu-
dents were recently named
as Red Sox Scholars by
the Red Sox Foundation.

Eastie residents Favio-
la Rodriguez from Mario
Umana Academy, Juan
Santana also from Mario
Umana Academy and So-
fia Taborda from John D.
O’Bryant School, all 13,
we’re welcomed into the
newest class of Red Sox
Scholars, a college suc-
cess program managed
by the Red Sox Founda-
tion. The program seeks to
empower Boston’s youth
to pursue and complete a
higher education through
a $10,000 scholarship,
mentorship and access to
academic, professional
and social opportunities.

Faviola was awarded as
a ‘Straight A’ student and
has been named Student
of the Month for uphold-
ing Umana’s core value of

responsibility. She is also
a member of her school’s
Debate Team and has re-
ceived various awards
for her participation and
engagement. Faviola has
a passion for writing and
participates in advance
writing classes to ad-
vance her skills. Outside
of school, Faviola loves to
roller skate.

Juan was selected as
an Honor Roll student,
Student of the Month
and ‘Perfect Attendance’
Award recipient. Juan has
a passion for technology
and is a member of the
Chromebook  Managers
and, in this role, offers
technical support for his
classmates. He also vol-
unteers as a tutor at his
school.

Sofia, also an Honor
Roll student, has a passion
for giving back to both
her school and neighbor-
hood communities. She
participates in  various

Coach Dave Arinella, Ram Laribi and State Championship

Meet Director Peter Foley.

Rami Laribi set school record
at the state championship

Lost in the Covid 19
pandemic was the elite
performance of East Bos-
ton High School’s Rami
Laribi at the State Swim
Championship last winter.

Before school was
closed and the state went
into lockdown Laribi,
now an EBHS senior, set
a new school record and
emerged as one of the
fastest swimmers in the
state.

“He is one of a handful
of the fastest swimmers in
the Commonwealth and 1
mean a very small hand-
ful,” said EBHS swim
coach Dave Arinella.

“Rami broke the existing
Eastie records in the 50
and the 100 Freestyle. He
swam a blistering 22.45
in the 50 Freestyle and an
equally impressive 50.92
in the 100 freestyle. He
gave as solid a perfor-
mance as any swimmer
at the State meet and he is
now widely recognized as
a dual threat against any
sprinter in the State. He is
a mega talent and every-
one should have the op-
portunity to see him com-
pete. Stay tuned for his
senior season providing
we can have the season.”

MODERN LOVE

Haley Hanton, of Revere, and Patrick Lindquist were

®En @ow

As recipients of the 2020 Red Sox Scholars, Faviola Rodriguez (left), Juan Santana (center) and Sofia Taborda (right) of
East Boston we're honored with a $10,000 college scholarship as part of the Red Sox Foundation’s Red Sox Scholars Pro-
gram during a special ceremony at Fenway Park.

extra-curricular activities,
including Choir Club,
Photography Club, and
Student Government. So-
fia also plays on the vol-
leyball, basketball, swim
and softball teams while
also finding the time to
learn and practice playing
the trombone.

Red Sox Scholars is a
college success program
managed by the Red Sox
Foundation and presented
by Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center (BIDMC),
the Official Hospital and
Official Health Care Pro-
vider of the Boston Red
Sox and Fenway Park.

The Red Sox and Red Sox
Foundation have support-
ed and empowered 313
students to pursue their
goals since the program’s
creation in 2003.
Throughout the years,
100 percent of the Red
Sox Scholars have grad-
uated from high school

and are enrolling in a 2- or
4-year college program.
With that, approximate-
ly 80 percent of Red Sox
Scholars in the Class of
2020 graduated from a
post-secondary  program
within 4 years.

How to Safely Wear and Take Off a Mask

Accessible: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html

53164881 08/19/2020

WEAR YOUR MASK CORRECTLY

- Wash your hands before putting on your mask
- Putit over your nose and mouth and secure it under your chin
- Try to fit it snugly against the sides of your face
- Make sure you can breathe easily

- Do not place a mask on a child younger than 2

FOLLOW EVERYDAY HEALTH HABITS

- Stay at least 6 feet away from others

- Avoid contact with people who are sick

- Wash your hands often, with soap and water, for at least
20 seconds each time

- Use hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available

USE A MASKTO HELP PROTECT OTHERS

- Wear a mask to help protect others in case you're infected
but don’t have symptoms

- Keep the mask on your face the entire time you're in public

- Don’t put the mask around your neck or up on your forehead

- Don’t touch the mask, and, if you do, clean your hands

TAKE OFF YOUR MASK CAREFULLY,
WHEN YOU’'RE HOME

- Untie the strings behind your head or stretch the ear loops
- Handle only by the ear loops or ties

- Fold outside corners together

- Place mask in the washing machine

- Wash your hands with soap and water

PHARMACY ==

Personal masks are not surgical masks or N-95 respirators, both of which should
be saved for health care workers and other medical first responders.

For instructions on

making a mask, see: cdc.gov/coronavirus

WINTHROP MARKETPLACE

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE PAYS THURSPAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2020
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

g'mn;)g

Ghreat grocery Specials

Prince Pasta

10/410.00

(ex lasagna & jumbo shells)

Betty Crocker Helpers
Kraft Macaroni & Cheese

10/410.00
10/410.00

(single box only)

Progresso Canned Beans

10/410.00

Campbell's Original Chicken Noodle

or Original Tomato Soup

10/410.00

Pede's Large Round Raviolis
Classico Pasta Sauce

Delizza Eclairs

Best Yet Sour Cream 16 oz
Oui French Style Yogurt
Pillsbury Grands Biscuits

Deli

Rakery

"Bake at Home" French Dinner Rolls...$2.99
Pretzel Hamburger Rolls 4 pk............. $2.79
Assorted 4" Cookie Pies

%ﬂt

"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"
Gamily Pack Specials
New York Sirloin Strip Steaks......... $799/1b
Boneless Pork Loin Chops................ $1.99/1b

Grade A Chicken Thighs
Grade A Chicken Wings ...................... $349/b

Blade & Center Cut Pork Roasts.... $1.89/1b
Claussen Pickles

Oscar Meyer Lunchables

Sugardale Bacon 16 oz

Friday, September 25th through Sunday September 27th

"while supplies last"”

BAKERY

Belgioioso Slicing Provolone............. $5.99/1b
Russer Canadian Maple Ham ........... $5.99/1b
$4.99/1b
$3.99/1b

Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast.........
Hans Kissle Red Bliss Potato Salad..

Pooduce.

Natures Finest All Purpose White

Potatoes

2/45.00
Tropical Sweet & Delicious Mangos..4/$5.00
Locally Grown Green Bell Peppers....$1.29/1b

Fresh & Tasty Pint Size Grape

Tomatoes

Northeast Grown Fresh Iceberg

Blonde Browni€s .......ccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaennnnns $399
DELI

In Store Cooked Turkey Breast ................ $6.99/1b
Our Own Antipasto Salad...........cccccccoceo..... £5.99/1b
Natural Casing Hot Dogs........cccceeeuuuunnnnnn... $9.99/1b
PRODUCE

Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes ................. $2.59/Ib
Yellow or Orange Bell Peppers................... $199/1b
MEAT

Family Pack Chicken Cutlets .................... $2.99/1b
Baby Back RibS.....cccoccceeciiiiiiaeeiiiieeeeeeeaee $4.69/1b
Best Yet Raw Shrimp 51-60ct ................... £5.99
GROCERY

Best Yet Butter Quarters 2/45%.00

Dunkin Donuts Bagged Coffee........................ $999

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP ¢(617) 846-6880 ® WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm; Sun: 7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30pm Sun: 8am-9am

married at Revere City Hall on Tuesday Sept. 22, by Mayor
Brian Arrigo during Equinox at 9:30 a.m.

This special moment for the couple planned on this day,
the Autumnal Equinox, which is when the sun crosses the
celestial equator and day and night are of equal length. Not responsible for typographical errors. We have the right to limit quantities.
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TITO’S BAKERY
CLOSES AFTER

45 YEARS

CHELSEA - Unfortu-
nately, there’s no way to
say ‘Hola’ without even-
tually saying ‘Adios,” and
while Vicente ‘Tito’ Avel-
laneda and his wife, Isa-
bel, said hello to the com-
munity 45 years ago at the
opening of Tito’s Bakery
on Broadway, this sum-
mer they have sadly had
to say good-bye as they
closed the store so they
could retire.

On Aug. 8, Tito’s Bak-
ery served it’s last Bulk-
ie roll, it’s final cup of
joe and the last sandwich
and pastry on Broadway
— a bakery that has stood
the test of time and has
changed with the tastes
and the population of the
city over the years.

“So much time, so many
things in between in those
45 years,” said Tito in an
interview on Tuesday.

“When my  father
opened up in 1980 here,
he was the first Latino
business established on
Broadway,” said his son,
Council President Roy
Avellaneda. “Now to say
you are a Latino-owned
business on Broadway
is anything but unique.
Honestly, the transition
of Chelsea can be tracked
through the display case in
my father’s bakery. When
he started he had cof-
fee rolls, cheese Danish,
Bulkies, frozen dough, fig-
ure eights and half-moons.
That was what was selling
back then and what people
wanted. The display case
now has been filled with
Mexican bread and a lot
of Salvadoran pastries and
tres leches. It’s completely
different. It shows how the
product transitioned with
the clientele.”

Beyond the great prod-
ucts in the past and pres-
ent, though, is the loss
of community that was
sparked by Tito’s. It was
a place where neighbors
gathered, where they
spoke Spanish and they
spoke English and caught
up with each other. It was
also a familiar place peo-
ple who had left Chelsea
would come back to and
enjoy fond memories.
That, for the Avellaneda
family, is the greatest loss.

“The sadness that is felt

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

by so many as a whole
is because Tito’s wasn’t
just a bakery, but it was
a community and the first
stop for many who came
to Chelsea,” said Roy.
“It’s where you got the
Chelsea Record, El Mun-
do, Planeta, The Vocero.
You went there to catch
up with neighbors and the
news. You went there for
job leads, or a potential
apartment rental. It was as
much a bakery as it was
a community center for
residents, especially those
who were immigrants.”

Tito told the Record
he became a baker at an
early age when his moth-
er brought him to a baker
in Rosario, Argentina. He
had been rambunctious
and to keep him out of
trouble, she figured he
could learn to bake. And
he did.

After compulsory mil-
itary service in Argentina
at the ages of 18 to 20, he
opened his first bakery in
Argentina. There, he had
a coffee shop and bakery,
but would also sell his
goods to local stores in the
area to broaden his reach
— something he actually
perfected at Tito’s many
years later (though not
many know that, he said).

He first came to the
United States and was
working as Kasanofs Bak-
ery on Blue Hill Avenue in
Boston — a Jewish bakery
where he learned to make
many of the breads that
became such a treat on
Broadway and also where
he learned to make his
Bulkie roll, often served
with cream cheese.

However, he had come
on a tourist visa, and was
eventually sent out of
the country. The baker’s
union, however, spon-
sored him so that he could
get his Green Card and he
returned to the U.S. free
and clear and went back
to Kasanofs. On the side,
to make extra money, he
would often work at the
pizza shops and make
their dough for them.

That’s where he got ac-
quainted with the Falzone
family, who now own
John’s Pizza on Central
Avenue. Tito worked with
Giovanni Falzone at his
Chelsea bakery and even-
tually they became part-
ners; Tito ran the bakery/
coffee shop and Giovanni
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ran the pizza side. Even-
tually Tito bought him out
and started Tito’s Bakery
in Chelsea Square.

After a good run there,
he needed to expand to
branch out into his whole-
sale business and create a
reach for the Tito’s brand
beyond Chelsea.

“My father was not just
operating in Chelsea with
the coffee shop and bak-
ery,” said Roy. “He was
putting a lot of product
on the wholesale market
that was being sold in the
bodegas and Latino super-
markets in Boston. That
growth required an expan-
sion.”

That is where Tito said
a great friendship between
himself and the Chelsea
Record newspaper began.
Late Record publisher
Andrew Quigley owned
the current Tito’s location
and stored rolls of paper
for the Record there. Tito
had expressed an interest
in the building, but so had
others. Despite better of-
fers, Quigley decided he
would rather give a break
to a hard-working baker
from Argentina.

“If there’s anyone to
talk about why Tito’s Bak-
ery opened and grew, it’s
Mr. Quigley,” said Tito.
“If anyone gets any cred-
it for the location and the
success, I have to give a
lot of credit to Andrew
Quigley — the owner of
the Chelsea Record at the
time. Mr. Quigley saw all
the hard work I had been
doing down the street for
some time and he recog-
nized my potential and
hard work and wanted to
give me a chance. He told
me, ‘I'm getting some
better offers, but I think
I’m selling it to the better

guy.””

From that time, for-
ward, the business took
off. Many in Chelsea were
regulars, including staff
members at the time from
the Chelsea Record. Over
time, more and more came
to the bakery — even those
that had left.

He said he loved the
variety he had at Tito’s,
and was hard pressed to
say what his favorite item
was. In the end, he said he
enjoyed the ‘Butterflies.’

However, Roy said he
believed it was the tre-
mendous variety of breads
he served that were his fa-
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vorites. That included the
well-known Bulkie that
he had learned to make so
long ago on Blue Hill Av-
enue.

“When he started in the
1980s, there was still a
Jewish population in Chel-
sea and that was a popular
item,” said Roy. “To the
last day, he was making
the Bulkie rolls and cream
cheese. That was even
popular with the Central
Americans that came in
and loved the sandwiches
because of the Bulkie roll
he used that he learned to
make so many years ago at
Kasanofs Bakery.”

Tito, now 74, and Roy
both said that it wasn’t
so much COVID-19 that
closed down the bakery,
but it did hasten the deci-
sion.

“He’s been working
since he was 14 and he
deserves a rest and that’s
the plan,” said Roy. “It’s
a fitting end. There were
questions about whether
COVID-19 was behind
the decision, but not so
much. COVID-19 proba-
bly pushed along the de-
cision. The real reason is
he needs to enjoy his life

b2

now.

WALK FOR ERSILIA

ON OCTOBER 3

EVERETT - The Ki-
wanis Club of Everett an-
nounced this week that the
second annual Walk for
Ersilia will be a virtual SK
this year that will culmi-
nate on Oct. 3.

Last year’s inaugural
Walk was very well sup-
ported by the community
and beyond. As a result,
three scholarships; the
Ersilia Cataldo Mataraz-
zo Memorial Scholarship,
the Ersilia Humanitarian
Award and the Ersilia Ser-
vice award — each $1,500,
have been endowed and
were awarded for the first
time this past June to three
deserving Everett High
graduates. Also as a result
of the immense support of
the Walk For Ersilia, The
Ersilia Cataldo Matarazzo
Stabilization Program was
established at the award
winning non-profit orga-
nization Portal To Hope,
which provides compre-
hensive services to those
in our community impact-
ed by domestic violence.
This year we will be add-
ing a third focus around
the issue of food insecu-
rity and will endeavor to
provide financial support
to our local food assis-
tance programs.

To participate, sign up
online at walkforersilia.
racewire.com and walk
the 5K route of choice
between Sept. 1 and Oct.
1. Each runner/walker
should take a picture of
themselves and tag the
Everett Kiwanis Facebook
page and use the hashtag
#walkforersilia. Random
prizes will be awarded and
winners will be contacted
by phone or e-mail. A 50-
50 raffle will be drawn
live on Everett Kiwanis
Facebook page at noon,
Oct. 3. Tickets are $50
and can be had by contact-
ing Jerry Navarra at (617)
784-7718.

The annual Walk for
Ersilia will be a collab-
oration between the Ki-
wanis, the City of Everett,
Carmine, Amata and Gui-
seppe Matarazzo and the
Cataldo Family.

“Like  many  other
things, this year’s Walk
for Ersilia will be differ-
ent,” said Mayor Carlo
DeMaria. “However, the
important part is that we
continue to carry out her
memory and remember
of the things she did for
our community. She will
forever be missed, but her
memory will continue to

CHELSEA CREEK MURAL

Susana Carella puts some purple paint of the Chelsea
Creek mural - with the Creek in the background - during
the annual Night on the Creek event for GreenRoots. The
event was a little different this year, with small groups of
supporters reporting to the outdoor event by appoint-
ment. GreenRoots Director Roseanne Bongiovanni said
they were very excited to be able to do an in-person event
and connect with their many friends and supporters.

be carried out by her chil-
dren, her community, and
my Administration.”

Said Amata Mataraz-
70, the daughter of Ersil-
ia, “My mother loved to
give back to her commu-
nity. Our goal as a family
is to continue my mother
Ersilia’s mission in giving
back to the community
and several organizations.
All proceeds will go to the
Ersilia Cataldo Mataraz-
zo Memorial Fund which
will disburse funds to nu-
merous charities including
those raising awareness
for domestic violence.
We are uncertain whether
we will have much of an
impact on the community
and do as much good as
she did, but we will try.
We hope you all will join
our family and be a part of
a special event in honor of
my Mother Ersilia.”

For more information,
go to the website- ersil-
iamemorialfund.org, said
Amata Matarazzo.

Kiwanis Treasurer
Marlene Zizza said they
have announced the An-
gel Sponsors, and they
include EverettBank,
Rocco Longo, Michele
& Ed Bauer, our Lead-
er Sponsor Senator Sal
DiDomenico along with
Mayor DeMaria, Marlene
Zizza, Gianna D’Angelo,
Jim Mitchell, Vin Panzini
and Metropolitan Credit
Union.

To donate to the fund,
send checks to:

Ersilia Cataldo
Matarazzo Memorial
Fund by Everett Kiwanis

c/o EverettBank
P.O. Box 490186
Everett, MA 02149
Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available still and
consist of:
*Angel
$1,000
Media recognition
presenting sponsor
eLeader - $750
Media recognition
leadership sponsor
*Principal - $500
Media recognition
principal sponsor
*Director - $250
Media recognition
*Donations In Kind
- $50, $100, $150, And
$200. Please Make Checks
Payable To: “Ersilia Cat-
aldo Matarazzo Memorial
Fund by Everett Kiwanis.”

HOUSING
PROJECTS IN
EVERETT MOVING

FORWARD
EVERETT - The City
is preparing to put out an

Sponsor -

RFP for affordable senior/
veterans housing at the
former Pope John High
School this month in a
move to get the transfor-
mative project on upper
Broadway into the hands
of a developer and onto
the design boards.

After a recent Zoom
meeting on the matter,
City officials got good
input from residents and
neighbors about what they
would like to see there
— giving them ample mo-
mentum to put out a Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP).
After Pope John closed in
2018, the City moved ear-
lier this year to purchase
the 2-plus acre site to be
transformed into housing
targeted to seniors and
veterans.

“Ultimately at the end
of the month we will be
putting out an RFP to put
together proposal to the
development community
to design the building,”
said City Planner Tony
Sousa.

They expect to have
RFPs back by late Octo-
ber.

The canvas for the
property is wide open at
the moment, but Sousa
said it must be affordable
housing and must have a
good deal of open space
included.

“We would allow for
re-development of the ex-
isting school building and
even the field house too,”
he said. “We would con-
template a demolition and
contemplate  townhouse
units on the side street
for first time homebuyers.
That is a similar model to
St. Theresa’s...It could
be low-income, first-time
homebuyer  properties.
Other amenities would be
open space and we would
contemplate  mixed-use
for the right development.
But we would really want
open space to compliment
Wehner Park that is under
construction...With  that
density, we’re looking
for proposals that keep in
mind the character of the
neighborhood but don’t
take away from the neigh-
borhood.”

He said they like things
they have seen from de-
velopers like TND, Winn
Development and the de-
veloper that created the
Everett Co-Op (66 Main
St.).

Sousa said it is exciting
because any new develop-
ment would inject a great
deal of activity in that

See REGION Page 9
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neighborhood,  helping
existing businesses and
perhaps spawning new
businesses.

“We are excited to
get proposals,” he said.
“Even in this climate,
there is strength in the af-
fordable housing market
with state and federal tax
credits. There’s definitely
a demand for affordable
housing. This is the may-
or’s vision and Pope John
was his idea...It’s not ev-
ery day a City or Town in
Massachusetts puts up its
own money to buy a prop-
erty and bid it for afford-
able housing.”

oSt. Theresa’s Project
Likely To Break Ground

The Neighborhood
Developers (TND) is re-
portedly looking to break
ground on its first afford-
able housing proposal in
Everett — after many years
of such developments in
Chelsea and Revere.

City Planner Tony Sou-
sa said despite COVID-19
slowdowns, the project
has been moving forward
and is just about ready for
construction.

“It’s all been moving
forward and they expect
to break ground this fall,”
he said.

The plan for St. The-
resa’s, a former Catholic
church on Broadway shut
down several years ago
(and whose parishioners
staged one of the longest
vigils to keep the church
open in many years), is
to have 77 units of senior
affordable housing in a
building above a service
center operated by Mystic
Valley Elder Services. The
plan also calls for six, new
deed-restricted homeown-
ership units for families.
The townhouses would
be so-called “workforce
housing” and would be
on the Gledhilll Avenue
side.

The 77 units would be
for those earning 60 per-
cent of AMI. For seniors
in a one- or two-person
household, that would
mean anywhere between
$50,000 and $56,000 per
year.

Sousa said the units
would likely be deter-
mined with a lottery, as
they expect there to be
more demand than supply.

“There will be a lottery
and that will be done by
TND,” he said. “It’s an-
ticipated that would take
place at the end of the year
or early 2021.”

He said he is excited
that TND is doing their
first project in Everett,
and hopes there might be
more.

“It’s important to em-
phasize the St. Theresa’s
project is the first for TND
here and they’ve been
known for developments
over many decades in
Chelsea and have many
projects already in Chel-
sea and Revere.”

Bringing TND to Ev-
erett is largely credited
to a partnership between
Sen. Sal DiDomenico and
Mayor Carlo DeMaria.
To help along the proj-
ect, both have been able
to secure state and local
funding to help the project
along.

Sousa said the mayor
has authorized using $1.5
million in HOME funds
and $467,000 in Commu-
nity Development Block
Grant money. The state
has committed $500,000
to the project and the state
Housing Choice program
has awarded $250,000 to
Everett for use there too.
There are also a number
of tax credits that can be
applied to the project as
well.

“You put all these com-
bined together and it helps
get these projects togeth-

er,” he said. We hope to be
successful on this and then
do it at Pope John too.”

NAVIGATORS TO

RETURN IN 2021

LYNN - Derek January,
owner and general man-
ager of the North Shore
Navigators, said the Lynn-
based franchise in the Fu-
tures Collegiate Baseball
League (FCBL) will re-
turn for the 2021 season.

January said it was
challenging season for
the Navigators organiza-
tion as it dealt with the
state’s strict COVID-19
guidelines that prohibited
spectators from attending
the home games at Fraser
Field.

“It was a tough season
from an ownership stand-
point where we had a lot
of very good players but
no one got to see them
play for the Navs, unless
they watched our games
online,” said January, es-
timating that an average
of more than 400 fans per
game watched the games
online.

January and his staff
put together one of the
most exciting teams in the
franchise’s history. With
the Cape Cod Baseball
League canceling its sea-
son, several college play-
ers opted to play in the
FCBL. For example, Bos-
ton College’s Sal Frelick
of Lexington, a likely
2021 Major League draft
pick, had an outstanding
season for the Navigators
batting .398 in the leadoff
position.

Navigators fans no
doubt would have enjoyed
watching  Marblehead’s
Beau Dana, a 6-foot-2-
inch righthander from
Dickinson College who
reportedly hit 97 miles per
hour on the radar gun this
season. Former St. Mary’s
High School baseball
star Ryan Turenne, who
plays Division 1 college
baseball at Maine, would
likely have been a crowd
favorite.

But there were no ticket
sales at all at the Naviga-
tors’ box office.

“We had to refund all
of our ticket sales,” said
January. “It hurt a lot fi-
nancially. The Navs aver-
aged close to 1,000 fans
per game in 2019. This
was never about the mon-
ey when our family pur-
chased the team, but we
wanted to make sure that
we didn’t lose money and
we lost a lot of money this
year.”

Other supplementa-
ry sources of revenue,
such as food concessions
and souvenir sales, also
never materialized due
to the lack of spectators
at games. Chomps, the
Navigators’ popular mas-
cot, was also a no-show
for games due to the
COVID-19  restrictions.
There were no mascots
this season at all FCBL
venues.

The Navigators were
set to unveil their new
navy blue and burnt or-
ange uniforms this season
to fans across the FCBL.
January said a limited
number of fans were al-
lowed to attend games
in Nashua, N.H. (Silver
Knights) and New Britain,
Conn. (Bees).

“We’re putting together
our online souvenir store
so people will be able to
purchase Navs’ gear and
stuff in the next couple of
weeks with our new logo
and new colors,” said Jan-
uary. “The feedback was
great for our new look.
Everybody loves it.”

January said the orga-
nization had formulated a
comprehensive plan in the

spring “to make sure the
city and fans knew what
to expect at the ballpark™
in the COVID-19 environ-
ment. “We just never got a
chance to put our plan into
place,” said January.

Jack Wallace, a Navi-
gators’ pitcher from Win-
throp and Franklin Pierce
University, said he was
grateful to the January
family for giving him
an opportunity to play a
highly competitive brand
of baseball this summer.

“It was an honor to play
for the Navigators this
season,” said Wallace.
“We had a great group of
players and it was a first-
class organization. I just
wish the fans could have
come out and enjoyed our

games.”
A former Swampscott
Little League legend

who played on back-to-
back Massachusetts state

champion 12-year-old
teams and helped Frank
DeFelice’s  Swampscott

High teams advance to
three consecutive North
sectional finals, Derek
January pledged that the
Navs will definitely return
to Fraser Field in 2021.

“We started planning
for next year back in July,”
said January. “We look
forward to seeing our loy-
al fans enjoying baseball
in Lynn next summer.”

OVERNIGHT
PARKING GOES
INTO EFFECT

OCT. 15

REVERE - The City of
Revere’s new city-wide
resident parking program
will take effect October 15
in an effort to maximize
availability of parking for
Revere residents, while
discouraging  long-term
visitor parking on residen-
tial streets and commuter
parking near public trans-
portation access points.
All passenger vehicles
parked on city streets be-
tween 12AM and 6AM
are required to have a
permit displayed on the
lower left corner of their
windshield by October 15
to avoid a violation.

The program will be
enforced between 12AM
and 6AM daily, except
holidays. Citywide over-
night parking stickers are
valid on the street where
the vehicle is registered,
as well as any adjacent
street, unless otherwise
posted. Commuter zones
remain 24-hour resident
parking only and will be
getting different stickers.
Stickers have been mailed
to residents whose vehi-
cles are registered to a Re-
vere address and meet the
qualifications (i.e. no out-
standing parking tickets,
excise tax payments up to
date). If residents have not
received a sticker, they are
encouraged to visit www.
revere.org/parking to ap-
ply before October 15.

“This is a new pro-
gram for the City and
residents, and it will take
some time for everyone to
become familiar with it,”
said Jim Rose, Director of
the Parking Department.
“I expect lots of questions
as we launch this program
and want the residents to
know we are available to
answer and assist them in
whatever way we can.”

DEDICATED BUS
LANE COMING TO

REVERE

REVERE - Revere mo-
torists who already are ex-
periencing congestion on
Broadway in the morning
now will be sharing this
roadway with a dedicated
bus lane that will run from
Revere Street to the Chel-
sea line starting on Sep-

tember 30.

The Revere Traffic
Commission approved the
Pilot Program that will be
in operation from Septem-
ber 30 through December
31, 2020, at their meeting
last Thursday.

The bus lane will run
along the southbound side
of Broadway and will
be in operation Monday
through Friday from 4
am. to 9 am. There will
be no parking allowed
on this side of Broadway
during these hours. Mo-
torists who use the lane
are subject to a $25.00
fine.

The dedicated lane will
not operate in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the Central
Fire Station approaching
Park Ave. because Broad-
way is not wide enough at
that point to accommodate
the dedicated bus lane.

The primary goal of
the bus lane is to improve
bus service for passen-
gers who use the two bus
routes that traverse Broad-
way.

According to  Eric
Burkman of the MBTA,
these routes, the 116 and
117, carry a combined rid-
ership of more than 2,700
passengers each weekday
and are the third busiest
routes in the entire MBTA
system. School buses and
emergency vehicles, as
well as bicyclists, also
possibly could take ad-
vantage of these dedicated
lanes.

Jay Monty from Ever-
ett Transportation Planner
told the commissioners of
the experience with a ded-
icated lane in Everett. He
mentioned that Everett’s
dedicated bus lane was the
first in the area and was
started in 2016. Although
there have been a few
complaints, Monty overall
termed the bus lane as “a
home run.”

Commissioner Nicho-
las Rystrom asked if there
had been any negative im-
pacts with the bus lane in
Everett.

Monty noted that while
it took some time for peo-
ple to become accustomed
to the bus lane, this is not
a high speed bus lane and
the buses seldom exceed
17 m.p.h.

Julie DeMauro, the On
the Move Active Living
Coordinator for Revere
who has been doing the
community outreach, in-
formed the commission
that the entire cost for lane
marking and signage will
be paid for by the MBTA.
She also noted that the
red paint that will delin-
eate the lane will wash off
Broadway by the spring
if the pilot program is re-
jected.

While most of the busi-
nesses in front of the bus
lane are either closed or
have off-street parking
available for their cus-
tomers, a few do not like
Community Market and
Deli at 270 Broadway. Raj
Patel, owner of Commu-
nity Market said his main
concern is that most of his
deliveries arrive during
the proposed hours. How-
ever, City Planner Frank
Stringi noted that for these
few businesses, “The bus-
es will work around early
morning deliveries.”

Mayor Brian Arrigo
commenting later on the
designated bus lane said,
“seating capacity restric-
tions forced by Covid-19
have forced the MBTA
to add additional buses to
their various routes, and to
experiment with Bus Only
lanes during high-traf-
fic times in communities
throughout their region.
Revere’s pilot program,
which will be in effect
from 4 a.m. to 9 a.m. only
on the southbound side of
Broadway from Revere
Street to Chelsea, will ex-
pedite travel for our resi-

dents who rely on the T to
get to work. Our role in
this, in conjunction with
the MBTA and surround-
ing communities, recog-
nizes the importance of
mass transit for our resi-
dents.

We have studied the
similar program that was
implemented on Broad-
way in Everett several
years ago, which has prov-
en to be hugely successful
despite initial skepticism.
The limited time frame
preserves on-street park-
ing during the normal
business operating hours
and maintains parking on
the northbound side of
Broadway. As we have
observed in Everett, and
in communities such as
Arlington and Watertown
as well, the dedicated
bus lane not only reduces
commuting time for pas-
sengers, it also expedites
traffic because buses no
longer have to pull in and
out of vehicular traffic, an
maneuver that causes con-
sistent backups as buses
pick up and drop off pas-
sengers.

We will monitor the
new program before mak-
ing any determination
whether to make it per-
manent in this or some re-
vised format.”

Mary Gandolfo of
Washington Ave. was
opposed to the pilot pro-
gram, stating that she be-
lieved it will create unsafe
conditions.

However, Commission-
er and Revere Fire Chief
Chris Bright summed up
the consensus of the oth-
er commissioners. ‘“This
is a good time to initiate
this pilot program. If it
does not work, then we
just back out of it,” said
Bright.

In another matter that
drew some discussion,
the commissioners spent
a few minutes debating
whether to place a hand-
icapped parking  sign
outside of a home at 839
Winthrop Ave. Ward 1
Councillor Joanne McK-
enna spoke in favor of the
request, noting that Win-
throp Ave. is very con-
gested and that the senior
citizen who have handi-
cap plates and live at this
home have a very difficult
time walking from the
driveway.

However, Commission-
er Ralph DeCiccio noted
that the house has off-
street parking with a very
wide driveway for at least
four cars and that there is
only a slight slope to the
driveway.

“We have denied oth-
er requests that also have
available off-street park-
ing,” DeCiccio said.

“We have to be consis-
tent, since we have denied
other similar requests,”
added Bright.

Stringi likewise urged
that inasmuch as the

building has a driveway,
then the Commissioners
should stick to their usual
protocol.

The commissioners
voted to deny the request.

In other business, the
request from the Point of
Pines Yacht Club to have
additional parking along
the front of their property
on Rice Ave. was moved
to a public hearing.

The commissioners
also moved to a public
hearing a request by the
Turkish Cultural Center
for a new street sign on
Ford St. that will allow for
a maximum of two hours
for parking on Mondayn-
through Friday from Re-
vere St. to a point 60 feet
northerly on Ford Street.

Handicapped signs for
20 Hauman Street, 22
Burnett Rd., 202 Constitu-
tion Ave., and 560 Revere
Street also were moved to
a public hearing.

A new truck route that
will help make the Win-
throp Ave. neighborhood
safer was sent to the Mas-
sachusetts Department of
Transportation. McKenna
noted that 16-wheel trucks
have driven on Winthrop
Ave. until they hit Cres-
cent Avenue, and then
are stopped at the rotary.
Police Sgt. Christopher
Giannino will be recom-
mending that trucks use
the Revere Beach Park-
way and then go to Win-
throp Parkway.

A new crosswalk and
stop signs on Harris Street
also will be headed for a
public hearing.

City Councillor Jessica
Giannino requested that
a handicapped parking
sign be placed at 25 Mal-
den Street. This request,
which the commission
previously denied, was
tabled.

Another motion that
was tabled was to have the
following streets -- With-
erbee Ave., Bateman Ave.,
Fowler Ave., Whitin Ave.,
Lancaster Ave., Bickford
Ave., Alden Ave., Del-
ano Ave., Chamberlain
Ave., Goodwin Ave., Har-
rington Ave., Pines Rd.,
and Wadsworth St. -- be
posted for 24-hour permit
parking.

Councillor John Pow-
ers noted that because of
the Covid-19 pandemic,
parking has become very
difficult for residents
on these streets and this
could be the solution to
providing more parking
for the residents.

However, some com-
missioners noted that this
could be problematic giv-
en that contractors and
health care workers work-
ing in this area could be
affected. The consensus
was that it is better to wait
until the overnight park-
ing program that is sched-
uled to start on October 15
gets underway.
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Major national gun safety organizations endorse Ed Markey for United States Senate

Four major gun safety
organizations -- the Brady
PAC, Giffords PAC, Ev-
erytown for Gun Safety,
and Moms Demand Action
-- endorsed Ed Markey for
re-election to the United
States Senate this week,
citing his career-long fight
for commonsense feder-
al gun safety reforms and
gun violence prevention.

“I am honored to have
the support of these in-
credible advocacy orga-
nizations that are fighting
for a safer and healthier
world. In the face of a
NRA-controlled Repub-
lican Party, these groups
have led the charge to
end the scourge of gun
violence in our commu-
nities. Too many times we
have witnessed senseless
tragedies due to gun vio-
lence -- in our schools, in
our houses of worship, in
every community. These

leaders know that enough
is enough, and I am proud
to partner with them to put
commonsense gun laws
on the books,” Senator Ed
Markey said.

The Brady PAC was
originally created in the
lead up to the 2018 mid-
term elections to oppose
the “dark money” Super
PACs created by the gun
industry lobby. It upholds
the policy ideals that
have been championed
by its sister organization,
Brady Campaign — one
of the nation’s oldest
gun violence prevention
grassroots advocacy or-
ganizations — and backs
candidates running for
state and federal office
who support universal
background checks, reen-
acting the assault weap-
ons ban, and enacting
other common-sense gun
violence prevention laws

that will make our homes,
schools, and communities
safer.

“Sen. Ed Markey has
been a gun violence
prevention champion
throughout his time in
Congress,” said Brady
Campaign President Kris
Brown. “From his instru-
mental support for the
1994  Assault Weapons
Ban and Violence Against
Women Act to his more
recent calls for a ban on
untraceable ‘ghost guns,’
Sen. Markey has contin-
ued to demonstrate his
commitment to saving
lives and protecting com-
munities. In 2019, Sen.
Markey successfully led
the fight in the Senate
to secure funding for re-
search on the gun violence
epidemic -- the first such
funding in a generation
-- passing it even in a di-
vided Congress. This lead-

ership and record of action
is why Brady is proud to
endorse Sen. Ed Markey
for re-election to the U.S.
Senate.”

The Giffords PAC,
founded by former Con-
gresswoman Gabby Gif-
fords after her own shoot-
ing incident and recovery,
strives to mobilize voters
and educate lawmakers in
order to end gun violence.

“In his very first Senate
floor speech, Senator Mar-
key called for gun safety
legislation, a testament to
his enduring commitment
to the issue,” the Giffords
PAC said. “Senator Mar-
key sponsored legislation
to ban the online posting
of blueprints for 3D-print-
ed guns and cosponsored
measures to implement
universal background
checks, enact extreme
risk protection laws, ban
weapons of war, invest

OBITUARIES

Marie Goldspring

Retired waitress

Marie A. (Cor-
reale) Goldspring of East
Boston passed away on
Sept. 16.

For many years, Marie
worked as a waitress at the
1800 Club in East Bos-
ton, finishing her career
at Brother’s Restaurant in
Winthrop.

She was the devoted
mother of MaryAnn Bar-
barisi and her husband,
Richard of Winthrop, Jo-
seph Goldspring and his
wife, Cynthia Goldspring,
the former wife of Joseph
Goldspring, Sr., dear sis-
ter of Carmella Calvino
and Dorothy Gobiel of
West Peabody and the late
Anthony Correale, Do-
menic Correale Jr., Ralph
Correale and Phyllis Cur-
tis; loving grandmother of
Danelle, Melanie, Richard
Barbarisi II and Rebec-
ca Goldspring; cherished
great-grandmother of
Nicholas, Jessica, Adyana,
Sydney and Kaleigh and
doting great-great grand-
mother of Isaiah.
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Danny S. Smith

773 Broadway
Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 2847756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

fil

Funeral arrangements
were by the Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home,
East Boston. Interment
services were private. As
suggested by the family,
you may send flowers or
make a memorial donation
in Marie’s name to Amer-
ican Cancer Society, 30
Speen Street Framingham
MA 01701 https://www.
cancer.org/ or to All Care
VNA, Hospice and Home
Care 210 Market Street
Lynn MA 01901 https://
allcare.org/donate/.  For
more information: www.
ruggieromh.com 617-569-
0990.

[ Vazza®@

"Beechwoo

Euneral Home
262 Beach St,, Revere
(781) 2841127

Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral

@ww.vazzaﬁmemls.coy

Please visit eastietimes.com

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL HOME

OBITUARIES

All obituaries and death notices
will be at a cost of
$100.00 per paper.

That includes photo.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588

Daniel Johnson
Lifelong East Boston resident

Daniel T. Johnson, 67,
a lifelong resident of East
Boston, passed away on
August 8 after a brief ill-
ness.

He was the beloved son
of the late Allen and Mol-
ly (Stornaieulo) Johnson,
brother of Richard John-
son and his wife, Geral-
dine, Irene Costello and
her husband, Edward,
Cheryl Van Meter, Warren
Johnson and the late Doro-
thea Greco, Allen Johnson
and Anthony Stornaieu-
lo. He is also survived by
many nieces and nephews.

A Memorial Mass was
celebrated for Danny on
Wednesday, Sept. 16 at
Sacred Heart Church,
Brooks St, East Boston.

Michael Amirault
Of East Boston

Michael C. Amirault of
East Boston passed away
on Saturday, Sept. 19.

The beloved son of the
late Charles and Mary
(Doherty) Amirault, he
was the dear brother of
Kathleen Murphy and her
husband, Thomas of Wo-
burn, Charles G. Amirault
of East Boston and the
late Stephen P. Amirault;
cherished uncle of Jean
Paul Montgomery, Ste-
phen Montgomery, Sean
Amirault, Shane Amirault
and Andrew Murphy and
is also survived by many
loving cousins.

Memorial ~ donations
may be made in Michael’s
name to MSPCA-Angell
by going to https://www.
mspca.org/donate-now/
or by mailing a check to

' ! 8 1
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MSPCA-Angell,  Attn:
Donations, 350 South
Huntington Ave, Boston,
MA 02130. In accordance
with Mr. Amirault’s wish-
es, services are private. An
interment of his cremated
remains will take place at
the family grave in Holy
Cross Cemetery, Malden.
To leave an online condo-
lence, please visit www.
ruggieromh.com

J

In Loving Memory of \k
Robert J. Celona Jr.

11/24/89 — 9/29/18

If love could have
saved you,
You never would

have died.

e

in violence intervention
programs, and repeal im-
munity for firearm manu-
facturers. Senator Markey
recognizes gun violence
as a public health crisis
and has repeatedly led
his caucus in calling for
funding for gun violence
research. Senator Ed Mar-
key will continue taking
a firm stand to fight for
comprehensive gun safety
legislation that ensures the
safety of all Americans.”

Everytown for Gun
Safety is the nation’s
largest gun violence pre-
vention organization. It
is the parent organization
of Moms Demand Action
and was founded by for-
mer U.S. presidential can-
didate Mike Bloomberg
and former Boston Mayor
Thomas Menino. Moms
Demand Action is a grass-
roots movement fighting
for public safety measures
to protect communities
from gun violence, and is
part of Everytown.

“We are proud to sup-
port Senator Ed Mar-
key for re-election to the
United States Senate.
Throughout his career,
he has consistently stood
up against special inter-
ests, worked to put an
end to gun violence in our
communities, and fought
the NRA’s stranglehold
over federal gun policy,”
Shannon Watts, founder
of Moms Demand Action
said. “Last December, for
the first time since 1996,
Senator Markey was suc-
cessful in securing mil-
lions of dollars to go
toward gun violence re-

search at the CDC and get
to the heart of this public
health crisis. We are grate-
ful for his leadership and
look forward to continu-
ing our fight together for
meaningful changes to our
federal gun laws.”

Ed Markey is commit-
ted to ensuring the safety
and security of our fami-
ly, friends, and neighbors
in Massachusetts. He is
a fierce advocate for uni-
versal background checks,
banning assault weapons,
making gun trafficking a
federal crime, prohibiting
high capacity ammunition
magazines, and closing the
loopholes surrounding the
creation of undetectable,
plastic guns. Ed Markey is
committed to fighting for
comprehensive gun legis-
lation in the United States
Senate so that no child has
to walk the halls of their
school or their streets and
fear for their life.

In December of 2019,
Ed Markey secured $25
million in CDC funding
to go toward gun violence
research, the first time re-
search has been allocated
to the public health crisis
since 1996. As a Con-
gressman in 1994, Ed
Markey identified a deadly
loophole enabling cheap
Chinese  semi-automatic
assault weapons to flood
into the United States.
He urged then-President
Clinton to place an emer-
gency moratorium on the
importation of these mili-
tary style assault weapons
from China, including the
SKS, MAK-90 and other
similar weapons.

RCN, Grande Communications
and Wave Broadband conclude
acquisition of EnTouch Systems

RCN, Grande and Wave,
award-winning provid-
ers of high-speed internet,
digital TV and phone ser-
vices across the U.S., to-
day finalized its previously
announced acquisition of
EnTouch Systems, Inc.
(EnTouch). The agreement
adds residential and busi-
ness services in Houston,
TX to the organization’s
joint  service portfolio,
as well as approximate-
ly 22,000 customers to its
coverage area in Texas.
This closely follows an-
other September announce-
ment that RCN, Grande
and Wave surpassed the
milestone of serving more
than one million customers
nationwide.

“With the acquisition
of EnTouch, the company
will be joining the Grande
Communications eco-sys-
tem, which also includes
RCN and Wave Broadband,
allowing customers to take
advantage of Grande’s
higher internet speeds and
streaming services,” said
Jim Holanda, CEO. “The
addition of EnTouch cre-
ates further opportunities
for sustained growth in our
Texas service area and con-
tinues the expansion of our
reliable, robust fiber-rich
network on a national scale
for both residential and
business customers.”

EnTouch is one of the
fastest-growing providers
of high-speed internet, vid-
eo, voice and home secu-
rity services in the greater
Houston area. This new
addition expands the orga-
nization’s existing Texas
presence established with
Grande Communications,

servicing both residential
and business customers in
Dallas, Austin, San Anto-
nio, Corpus Christi, Waco,
Temple, San Marcos and

Midland/Odessa.
“As part of Grande
Communications’  service

network, we will continue
to focus on providing cus-
tomers with high-quality
technology and customer
service,” said Sam Luxton,
President and CEO of En-
Touch. “Together, we will
offer new and improved
products and services and
continue to grow and inno-
vate.”

In 2017, TPG Capital,
the global private equi-
ty platform of alternative
asset firm TPG, acquired
RCN and Grande Com-
munications. In 2018, the
organization finalized its
acquisition of Wave Broad-
band, creating the sixth
largest cable provider in
the U.S. Now a nationwide
broadband service platform
managed by Patriot Me-
dia Consulting, the joint
organization provides in-
dustry-leading high-speed
internet, broadband com-
munications solutions,
digital TV, phone services
and fiber optic solutions
for residential and business
customers across the Unit-
ed States.

For more information
on EnTouch, please vis-
it www.entouch.net. For
information on RCN,
please visit, www.rcn.com.
For more on Grande Com-
munications, please vis-
it mygrande.com. For more
on Wave Broadband, please
visit www.wavebroadband.
com.

EMERGENCY
ALL BLOOD

TYPES NEEDED.

Give now.

American
Red Cross
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Massachusetts unemployment
and job estimates for August

The state’s August to-
tal unemployment rate
is down 4.9 percentage
points at 11.3 percent fol-
lowing a revision to the
July rate at 16.2 percent,
the Executive Office of
Labor and Workforce De-
velopment announced Fri-
day.

The Bureau of Labor
Statistics’ preliminary job
estimates indicate Massa-
chusetts added 51,600 jobs
in August. This follows
last month’s revised gain
of 70,900 jobs. Over the
month, the private sector
added 51,200 jobs as gains
occurred in Education and
Health Services; Leisure
and Hospitality; Trade,
Transportation, and Utili-
ties; Professional, Scientif-
ic, and Business Services;
Manufacturing; Other
Services; Information; and
Construction. The one loss
occurred in Financial Ac-
tivities. Government add-
ed jobs over the month.

From August 2019 to
August 2020, BLS esti-
mates Massachusetts lost
403,200 jobs. Losses
occurred in each of the
private sectors, with the
largest percentage losses
in Leisure and Hospitality;
Other Services; Construc-
tion; and Trade, Transpor-
tation, and Utilities.

The August unemploy-
ment rate was 2.9 percent-
age points above the na-
tional rate of 8.4 percent
reported by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics.

The labor force de-
creased by 127,600 from
3,673,400 in July, as
65,400 more residents
were  employed  and
193,100 fewer residents
were unemployed over the
month.

Over the year, the state’s
seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate increased
by 8.5 percentage points.

The state’s labor force
participation rate — the to-
tal number of residents 16
or older who worked or
were unemployed and ac-
tively sought work in the
last four weeks — dropped
to 62.6 percent. Compared
to August 2019, the labor
force participation rate is
down by 5.2 percentage
points.

August 2020 Employ-
ment Overview

Education and Health
Services gained 17,400

(+2.4%) jobs over the
month. Over the year, Ed-
ucation and Health Ser-
vices lost 60,700 (-7.5%)
jobs.

Leisure and Hospitali-
ty gained 13,100 (+6.0%)
jobs over the month. Over
the year, Leisure and
Hospitality lost 146,000
(-38.7%) jobs.

Trade, Transporta-
tion and Utilities added
12,300 (+2.4%) jobs over
the month. Over the year,
Trade, Transportation
and Utilities lost 60,600
(-10.5%) jobs.

Professional, Sci-
entific  and  Business
Services gained 4,300

(+0.8%) jobs over the
month. Over the year, Pro-

fessional, Scientific and

Business Services lost

33,100 (-5.5%) jobs.
Manufacturing add-

ed 2,300 (+1.0%) jobs
over the month. Over the
year, Manufacturing lost
10,800 (-4.4%) jobs.
Other Services gained
1,100 (+1.1%) jobs over
the month. Over the year,
Other Services are down
34,500 (-24.8%) jobs.
Information added
500 (+0.6%) jobs over
the month. Over the year,

Information lost 3,800
(-4.0%) jobs.
Construction gained

300 (+0.2%) jobs over
the month. Over the year,
Construction  has  lost
20,200 (-12.4%) jobs.
Financial Activities lost
100 (0.0%) jobs over the
month. Over the year,
Financial Activities lost
6,100 (-2.7%) jobs.
Government added
400 (+0.1%) jobs over
the month. Over the year,
Government lost 27,200
(-5.9%) jobs.
Labor Force Overview
The August estimates
show 3,144,600 Massa-
chusetts residents were
employed and 401,200
were unemployed, for
a total labor force of
3,545,800. The unemploy-
ment rate at 11.3 percent
was down by 4.9 per-
centage points from the
revised July estimate of
16.2 percent. The August
labor force decreased by
127,600 from 3,673,400
in July, as 65,400 more
residents were employed
and 193,100 fewer resi-
dents were unemployed
over the month. The labor
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force participation rate,
the share of working age
population employed and
unemployed, was down
2.3 percentage points over
the month at 62.6 per-
cent. The labor force was
down 276,400 from the
3,822,200 August 2019 es-
timate, with 569,200 few-
er residents employed and
292,800 more residents
unemployed.

The unemployment rate
is based on a monthly sam-
ple of households. The job
estimates are derived from
a monthly sample survey
of employers. As a result,
the two statistics may ex-
hibit different monthly
trends. The Bureau of La-
bor Statistics implement-
ed the Current Population
Survey level-shift outliers
into the estimation mod-
els to incorporate the state
claims and CES inputs
starting with the revised
March estimates. These
level shifts preserved
movements in published
estimates that the models
otherwise would have dis-
counted as sampling error.
Seasonal factors, which
were suspended beginning
with the March estimates,
have been resumed and
were applied starting with
the June estimates.

NOTES:

The labor force is the
sum of the numbers of
employed residents and
those unemployed, that is
residents not working but
actively seeking work in
the last four weeks. Esti-
mates may not add up to
the total labor force due to
rounding.

For further information
on seasonal adjustment
methodology, please re-
fer to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics website https://
www.bls.gov.

Local area unemploy-
ment statistics for August
2020 will be released on
Tuesday, September 22,
2020. The preliminary
September 2020 and re-
vised August 2020 unem-
ployment rate, labor force
and job estimates for Mas-
sachusetts will be released
on Friday, October 16,
2020. See the 2020 Media
Advisory annual sched-
ule for a complete list of
release dates.

Detailed labor market
information is available
at www.mass.gov/Imi.
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Independent Newspaper Group

Call:
781-485-0588

781485-1403

7 COMMUNITIES More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week |-GG

i (Classified

REAL ESTATE
Sales ¢ Rentals

Land » Commercial
RECRUITMENT
Professional » Medical
General » Services

* Miscellaneous

HOUSE FOR

SALE

HOUSE FOR SALE
Winthrop, MA
3 Bdrm with 2 extra

rooms, 11/2 bathrooms.

Inground pool.
Call 617-846-1307

DEADLINES: For classi-

fied line ads, deadlines

are Monday by 4 p.m. Call

781-485-0588

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call

for our 4 week special! Call

781-485-0588

FOR SALE

Two family
frame, with
6 rentable
garages,
Winthrop

More than
11,000 Sq Ft.
of land.

Call
617-569-2016
617-846-9318

East Boston
Don’t Miss this gem

Fabulous oversized ranch, boasting 12 rooms,

6 bedrooms, 3 baths in Orient Heights. Walk
to the T, shopping, elementary school and the
beach. First level consist of fireplaced Living
Room, formal Dining Room, updated cabinet

kitchen with granite counter with separate dining
area, two bedrooms with large closets and full
bath. Second level has three bedrooms with plen-
ty of closet and storage space and full bath with
laundry. Lower level has kitchen, fireplace Living
Room, bedroom and 3/4 bath. Air Conditioning
can be added to hot air system. Stone wall adds
two levels to back yard and lower deck adds to
outdoor space. Bonus of garage under and one
off street parking space. MUST SEE
$779,000.

Open House Saturday, Sept. 26, 2020
11:30 A.M. to 1:30P.M.

120 Faywood Ave.

TRIANT REAL ESTATE
617-207-9623 | 617-224-8662

For
Advertising
Rates,
Call
617-884-2416

ﬂ

=Y

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which
makes it illegal fo advertise any
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial status
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any inten- 57
fion to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate that is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail
able on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain about discrimi-
nafion call The Depariment of
Housing and Urban Development
“HUD” tolHree at 1-800-669-

at 617-565-5308. The toll free
number for the hearing impaired

roviden

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

BOSTON FAIR HOUSING COMMISSION
One City Hall Plaza, Suite 966
Boston, MA 02201-1054
617-635-4408

CAMBRIDGE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
51 Inmar
Cambridge, MA 02139-1732
617-349-4396

n Street

CONNECTICUT COMMISSION ON HUMAN
RIGHTS & OPPORTUNITIES
21 Grand Street, 4th Floor
Hartford, CT 06106-1561
860-541-3400

MAINE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
State House Station
Augusta, ME
207-624-6050

04333

MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION
One Ashburton Place, Room 601
Boston, MA 02108-1599
617-994-6000

RHODE ISLAND COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
180 Westminster Street, 3" floor
P ce, RI 02903-3768

401-222-2661/62

VERMONT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
135 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, VT 05633-6301
802-828-2480

NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
2 Chenell Drive
“oncord, NH 03301-9053

9777. For the N.E. areq, call HUD 053712767

NEW HAVEN COMMISSION ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
200 Orange Street, Room 402
en, CT 06510

is 1-800-927-9275. 203-946-6160/8165

CLEANING SERVICES

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE

Complete Housekeeping
& Carpet Cleaning
Residential + Commercial
Free Estimates
Call Mary
Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

CONSTRUCTION

}/‘x 978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com
\__D&R Builders

Call 781-485-0588
to Advertise with us

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction * Additions *Design
Vinyl Siding  Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

Licensed & Insured - FREE ESTIMATE

LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS

LAWNCARE
; Free Estimates!
+Trees and Branches
Removed 1 col. x Fully Insured!
* Mulch & Hedges 2 inches
Mg Fotling (GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314)
* Junk Removal
R . 246 Webster St.
FREE ESTIMATES Luciano Viola [ssysmysees
Call Kevin PreSident or reach us by email
617-884-2143 PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

Prestige!

Painting/Inc.

L. P
CONTRACTING
Building & Remodeling
Kitchen ¢ Bathroom
Additions < Porches
Replacement windows
Garages ¢ Decks
Siding - All Types
LUIGL
(617) 846-0142
FREE ESTIMATES

... LICENSED ...
INSURED

TO ADVERTISE
IN OUR SERVICE
DIRECTORY CALL

781-485-0588
OR EMAIL
KBRIGHT@REV-

EREJOURNAL.COM

PAINTING

Painting =< Landcaping

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

ELECTRICIAN HOME
| eecrrician [l HOME

%omim'a

g[ect’zéaéan

Free Estimates

Licensed & Insured E29162

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“No Job Too Small”

Petrosino / Prompt Service is

my Business

61/-363-6329

RICH BUILDERS

Winthrop, MA 02152

Licensed & Insured
617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior « Construction
Remodeling * Painting

Over 25 years in business
FREE Estimates

JOHN].
!( RECCA \!
PAINTING

Interior[Exterior
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured

Quality Work
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

Nick
D’Agostino
Professional

Painter
Cell:
617-270-3178

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

’ HOME ‘
REPAIR?

Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,
Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

AUGUSTA
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
* Blueboard * Plastering

Jim 617-567-5927
Free Estimates
978-777-6611

1 col. x
1 inch
$60.00
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State Treasurer Goldberg receives Jesse M. Unruh Award

The National Associ-
ation of State Treasurers
(NAST) announced that
Massachusetts State Trea-
surer Deborah B. Gold-
berg was honored with the
Jesse M. Unruh Award.

Utah Treasurer Da-
vid Damschen made the
presentation to Treasurer
Goldberg.

The Jesse M. Un-
ruh Award is named for
a founding member of
NAST and former Cal-
ifornia State Treasurer.
This distinguished award
recognizes a current Trea-
surer’s commitment to the
association, the profes-
sion, and his or her state.

“Treasurer  Goldberg
truly epitomizes outstand-
ing service to the associa-
tion and the profession,”
said Utah Treasurer David
Damschen, “Her tireless
work as the NAST Presi-
dent during these unprec-
edented times has steadied
our course, as she provid-
ed truly extraordinary and
timely leadership.”

Goldberg is currently
serving as President of
NAST. Throughout her
year-long term she has

State Treasurer
Deb Goldberg.

successfully led the asso-
ciation’s efforts to support
sound fiscal policies and
programs throughout the
country. She has advocat-
ed for increased federal
aid for states and locali-
ties hurt by the pandem-
ic, legislation to rebuild
our country’s infrastruc-
ture, increase access to
financial literacy pro-
grams, enhance returning
unclaimed property to its
rightful owners, and grow
affordable retirement and
ABLE savings accounts.
“We are grateful for

Treasurer Goldberg’s
leadership,” said NAST
Executive Director
Shaun Snyder, “While

COVID-19 was certainly
not contemplated when
she was elected NAST
President, she quickly
pivoted and led us through
very difficult times. As a
result of her skillful stew-
ardship, we have been
able to provide meaning-
ful virtual learning and
networking opportunities
for our members and have
maintained and increased
strong advocacy efforts,
helping to shape legisla-
tion and regulations im-
pacting public finance and
the Treasurers’ constitu-
ents across the country.”

Treasurer Gold-
berg’s extensive busi-
ness and fiscal manage-
ment experience provided
her with a strong founda-
tion to effectively carry
out NAST’s top priorities.

After being elected
State Treasurer in 2014,
Treasurer Goldberg was
reelected in 2018. She is
known for her deep com-
mitment to the advance-
ment of policies that break
down barriers and create
economic  opportunities
for everyone.

Supreme Judicial Court issues new order
regarding jury trials and operation of courts

The Supreme Judi-
cial Court (SJC) Ilast
week issued an updated
order regarding the op-
eration of Massachusetts
state courts and court-
houses during the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic.
The order goes into effect
immediately.

Under the new order, on
or after October 23, 2020,
courts will begin Phase 1
of the gradual resumption
of jury trials, in general
accordance with the recent
recommendations  con-
tained in the report of the
Jury Management Advi-
sory Committee (JMAC).
Phase 1 will consist of a
limited number of six-per-
son jury trials that will be
conducted in person in
a select number of loca-
tions, with no more than
one trial at a time conduct-
ed in each location, and
with specified limitations
on the number of peremp-
tory challenges available
to each party. The cases
that will be tried to juries
during Phase 1, as well

as the locations thereof,
will be determined by
the Chief Justice of the
applicable Trial Court de-
partment, in consultation
with the Chief Justice of
the Trial Court. The SJC
shall issue direction re-
garding Phase 2 of the re-
sumption of jury trials af-
ter reviewing the JMAC’s
evaluation of Phase 1. It
is anticipated that Phase
2 will begin in February
2021, although plans re-
garding the resumption of
jury trials may be adjust-
ed in response to signifi-
cant changes in the rate of
COVID-19 transmission
in the Commonwealth.
Otherwise, courts will
continue to conduct most
business virtually and
courthouses will continue
to be physically open to
the public for limited pur-
poses, including certain
other in-person proceed-
ings. Judges will continue
to schedule and conduct
bench trials, either virtu-
ally or in-person. Each
Trial Court department

will continue to post no-
tices to the court system’s
COVID-19 webpageiden-
tifying how (virtually or
in-person) it is addressing
various categories of mat-
ters.

Clerks’, registers’, and
recorder’s offices will
continue to be physically
open to the public, while
still endeavoring to con-
duct business virtually as
much as possible.

New grand juries may
be empaneled subject to
certain approvals and such
conditions as may be nec-
essary to minimize risk
to members of the grand
jury, court personnel, and
witnesses.

All orders, standing or-
ders, guidelines, and no-
tices issued by any court
department or appellate
court in response to the
pandemic, as well as all
amendments, modifica-
tions, and supplements
are posted upon issuance
on the court system’s
COVID-19 webpage.

Crty Paws

Pet photo pointers

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

With smartphone cam-
eras always at the ready,
most of us take hundreds
of photos of our pets. We
can snap away and choose
the best of what we shoot
to keep and share. It’s
easier if your dog or cat
either ignores the camera
or is a ham who loves to
be the center of attention.
With camera-shy critters,
you have to use a full bag
of tricks to capture a great
photo.

Planning the Photo

If you hope to take a
special photo, say for your
pet’s birthday or a holiday
card, plan ahead. A second
person might help. They
can distract the animal
with a toy or treat or keep
it safe while you sit or lie
on the ground to get an
eye level view.

Background is import-
ant. Find a light colored
background for a dark
dog. Our little white dog
shows up best on a dark
background. Look at the
photos you already have
of your pets to see what
background works best
for them.

Have treats, toys, and
something that makes a
funny noise on hand to
capture your pet’s atten-
tion when you are ready to
shoot. We’ve used squeak-
ers, giggle toys, and made
funny sounds the dog
doesn’t usually hear, or
say a favorite word like
treat or cheese. Be sure to
have that cheese or treat
on hand to reward your
model. This will help train
your dog or cat to look
forward to and cooperate
with photos.

Don’t forget the light-
ing. Outside, try for the
golden hour. That’s the
time shortly after sunrise

Stairs are one way to take a photo at a dog’s eye level. This
pup is named Farmer and his attention was captured by
the photographer behind his photographer.

or before sunset, when
daylight is redder, softer,
and more flattering to man
or beast. Days with clouds
and flat light create fewer
shadows and are better for
photography than bright
sunny days.

Inside, try to dim or
raise room lights and use
shades or a piece of cloth
to adjust the daylight com-
ing through windows. We
never use a flash because
it can scare the animal and
seldom results in a good
photo.

Portrait or Action

Great portraits of dogs
and cats are often those
taken at eye level. This
means that either the pho-
tographer has to get down
or the animal has to get up.
We’ve used comfy chairs,
park benches, stairs and
stone walls to raise up
small subjects.

For action photos prac-
tice taking high speed
bursts on your camera or
phone. These will give
you more choices as you
edit photos of your cat at
play or your dog running
on the beach.

Safety and Comfort
First

Any time you are pho-

tographing an animal, try
to be aware of both their
comfort level and safety.
Back when most of our
photos were taken with
big Nikon DSLR cameras
with three inch lenses fo-
cused on a pup’s face, we
had many dogs afraid of
our camera. With research
we learned that some dogs
see the lens as a big, threat-
ening eye staring at them.
Phones are less scary.

You won’t see photos
of our dog Poppy without
a leash attached to us or a
solid object unless she is
inside. She’s a terrier and
can never be trusted off
leash in the open. While
you are concentrating on
taking a photo, your dog
may spot a squirrel, anoth-
er dog, or a favorite per-
son and be gone in a flash.

If you think through the
photo you hope to capture
and have all the treats,
toys, and camera settings
ready, you’ll be able to
take a great photo quickly
and safely.

Do you have a question
or topic for City Paws?
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your
request.

Parents of infants
You are focused
on keeping your
baby safe right now.

We are too.

COVIDZLZ11dS Changed EVeryning:

Connect with our readers of The Revere Journal,
The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times Free Press,
Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal who are looking
for options in light of the current crisis in our Septemer editions:
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* Do you have a different schedule
or new protocols for in-person activities?
o Dynamic online opportunities?
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3x10o0r 5x6.Any 3$700....All 6.....$850
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We know you are worried, but it is important to bring your baby to
the health center for regular vaccines. Vaccines are more important
now than ever, and without them, your baby is at risk for serious and
sometimes fatal diseases. We are safely
seeing babies and children in our Family
Medicine and Pediatrics departments.
All visits are limited to one child and one
parent or caregiver. If you are unwell,
please do not come to the health center
yourself. If you have questions, please
call us at 617-569-5800.

® WEALTH ~ S

www.ebnhc.org
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