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For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 

eastietimes.com

By John Lynds

Three East Boston orga-
nizations that have teamed 
up to deliver food and goods 
to the neighborhood’s most 
vulnerable residents were 
part of the latest round of 
Boston Resiliency Fund 
grant money distributed last 
week. 

With money from the 
city’s fund, East Boston 
Social Centers (EBSC), 
in partnership with the 
ICA Watershed and Grace 
Church Food Pantry, will 
deliver food three days per 
week to vulnerable fami-
lies, children, and seniors 
who are finding it challeng-
ing to get what they need 
due to increased demand 
and scarcity of goods.

The three Eastie organi-
zations will share $1 mil-
lion in grant money with 13 
other organizations work-
ing to help residents in the 
City of Boston impacted 
most by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The EBSC began serving 
adults alongside school age 
children at their food site in 
Central Square. On opening 
day for the EBSC’s adult 

food. the Eastie non-prof-
it served 140 adult meals. 
The Social Centers also 
served 145 kids breakfasts 
and lunches.The number of 
adults served increased two 
days later by 81 and 221 
adults meals were served 
while 177 children’s break-
fasts and lunches were 
served. The number rose 
again that Friday with 239 
adult meals served and 223 
children’s breakfasts and 
lunches handed out.

Over at the Grace 
Church Food Pantry on 
Saratoga Street the church 
recently held a food drive 
to restock the shelves at the 
pantry. The number of peo-
ple looking for help for the 
Food Pantry increased from 
25 per week to nearly 100 
since the COVID-19 pan-
demic began. Luckily the 
food drive last restocked 
most of the food needed for 
the church’s weekend dis-
tribution efforts.

Grace Church’s Jane 
Crapo said each family is 
given four bags of groceries 
and can come one Saturday 
each month. Since the on-

By John Lynds

A young East Boston 
man that dedicated his free-
time feeding the poor and 
homeless at the East Boston 
Community Soup Kitchen 
(EBCSK) has died. 

Bruce Jones, died sud-
denly on Tuesday April 28 
at his home in East Boston. 
Jones who worked full time 
at Burger King in Eastie 
had finished his shift the 
previous day but when his 
mom, Carlotta Jones, tried 
to wake him the next day he 
was gone. He was 28 years 
old. 

“We were hit with the 

passing of one of our most 
devoted volunteers, Bruce 
Jones, who would come 
in every Tuesday evening 
and quietly position him-
self to wash dishes, and he 
wouldn’t leave until there 
was not one dirty dish left,” 
said the EBCSK staff in 
a statement. “Our most 
heartfelt condolences to his 
mother and friends. You 
will be greatly missed,”

Those who knew Jones 
remember him as a gentle 
and kind young man who 
loved his family, friends 
and the Eastie community.  
He volunteered faithfully 
at the East Boston Commu-

nity Soup Kitchen serving 
food, washing dishes or 
doing whatever else was 
needed.  

Known for his warm 
spirit and easy going atti-
tude, he was also involved 
with the Harborkeepers and 
a member of Assemblies of 
God church, and was em-
ployed at Burger King on 
Bennington Street in East 
Boston. 

“I can’t believe he’s 
gone,” said Harborkeepers 
Founder and Director Mag-
delena La Battaglia. “He 
was the sweetest and I will 

Eastie organizations teaming 
up to deliver food and services

Resiliency Fund

East Boston Community Soup 
Kitchen volunteer dies at 28

Longtime East Boston Community Soup Kitchen Volunteer Bruce Jones surrounded by 
his second family at the soup kitchen where he volunteered every Tuesday serving food, 
washing dishes and helping to comfort the poor and homeless. 

By John Lynds

There was finally some 
good news last week in the 
fight against COVID-19 
pandemic in East Boston. 
Having one of the highest 
rates of infection in all of 
the City, Eastie, after nearly 
two months, may finally be 
seeing a downward trend. 

At his daily press brief-
ing Monday, Mayor Martin 
Walsh reported that by the 
end of last week, the City 
conducted a total of 36,072 
tests, or roughly five per-
cent of Boston’s popula-
tion.

Walsh said the neighbor-
hoods with the biggest re-
ductions week-over-week 
were in Eastie and Matta-
pan. 

Eastie experienced  a 19 
percent drop in positive re-
sults while Mattapan has 
a 15% drop. Overall Bos-
ton’s rate of positive tests 
last week was 20 percent, 
bringing the city’s cumula-
tive positive test rate down 
to 29 percent, 

“Every neighborhood 
saw its positive test rate go 

down,” said Walsh. 
Walsh noted that the 

drop is a testament to the 
physical distancing Eastie 
residents are doing, and the 
expanded testing access his 
administration has created 
citywide. 

With that said Wlash 
cautioned that while the 
numbers are encouraging 
Eastie and Boston may not 
be out of the woods. Walsh 
urged all Eastie and Boston 
residents to continue to fol-
low social distancing rules, 
wear masks in public, prac-
tice good hygiene, and stay 
home whenever possible.

In one week East Bos-
ton’s COVID-19 infec-
tion rate rose slightly from  
206.9 cases per 10,000 res-
idents to an infection rate 
of 252.9 cases per 10,000 
residents as of Friday.

As of Friday there 
were 1,187 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in East-
ie, up from the 971 cases 
reported by the Boston 
Public Health Commission 

Eastie COVID-19 
weekly update

You are not stuck 

at home...

You are safe 

at home!

See UPDATE Page 6

See TEAMING UP Page 3

See JONES Page 6

Car breaks in 
Eastie are up, 
skewing the 
overall crime 
stats in the 
neighborhood

By John Lynds

Boston Police released 
the first quarter crime stats 
for East Boston and while 
the 49 percent increase 
in Part One Crime in the 
neighborhood may seem 
staggering at first, a closer 
look at the statistics shows 
that car breaks are the main 
culprit for the dramatic in-
crease. 

Part One Crimes are the 
more serious crimes the 
Boston Police keep track of 
and when comparing Jan-
uary, 2020 through May, 
2020 with the same time 
period during the first quar-
ter of 2019 Larceny from 
Motor Vehicles have nearly 
quadrupled in Eastie. 

In the first quarter of 
2019 there were only 20 
motor vehicle larcenies, but 
that number has increased 
to 96 so far this year. It 
seems the number of motor 
vehicle largencies, an op-
portunistic crime that only 
takes seconds to pull off, is 
up all over Boston. 

Citywide the number has 
gone from 777 in the first 
quarter of 2019 to 981 so 
far in 2020. 

After three recent arrests 
of criminals breaking into 
cars the Boston Police re-
leased a statement. 

See CRIME Page 3

By John Lynds

Cargo Ventures CEO 
Jacob Citrin, who owns a 
stretch of industrial land 
along the Chelsea Creek 
that is used for freight for-
warding, recently stepped 
up to help fight food inse-
curity in the neighborhood. 

Seeing a tremendous 
need for food in East Bos-
ton during the COVID-19 
pandemic as one a neigh-
borhood with one of the 
highest rates of infection 
in the city, Cargo Ventures 
recently teamed up with the 
East Boston YMCA and the 
East Boston Community 
Soup Kitchen (EBCSK)  to 
help these non-profits that 
are working collectively to 
fill gaps and make sure chil-
dren and families have food 
on their tables. 

East Boston Y Execu-
tive Director Joe Gaeta said 

each day the need grows 
and the ability to meet that 
need has to catch up and 
nonprofits are scrambling 
to be a catch-all in order to 
face the demand. 

“Right when we think we 
have a steady stream to fill 
the need, it doubles the next 
day,” said Gaeta. 

The Y is spearheading 
food distribution, along 
with the City of Boston and 
Project Bread, to make sure 
children and families re-
ceive healthy meals during 
the pandemic here in Eastie. 

“We serve about 20,000 
meals a week just out of 
Bremen Street,” says Gae-
ta. “Sometimes we run out 
and have to turn people 
away or refer them to an-
other partner.”

Gaeta said Citrin and 
Cargo Ventures saw the 

Cargo Ventures teams up with YMCA, Community Soup 
Kitchen to help fight food insecurity in the neighborhood

YMCA staff bag food for distribution to community 
residents through a new partnership with Eastie’s Cargo 
Ventures. See SOUP KITCHEN Page 7
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QQUUAARRAANNTTIINNEE  ggrraaddUUAATTEEss!!!!

Photos and messages of graduates may 

be submitted by email to 

promo@reverejournal.com or mailed to:

385 Broadway, Suite 105, Revere MA, 02151

If you plan to mail in a graduate photo please include 

your name and number in addition to a message for your 

Graduate, in case we need to contact you for clarification.

Share your graduate with us 

     and we will share THEM with their hometown! 

a small message 
here written by 

theparents,
Ro prio, dem o venius 

CONGRATULATIONS   
 JOULIETTE
   MILLAR

a small 
message 

here written by 
the parents,

Ro prio, dem o ve-
nius escenderibem 
imanum stellerum 

interit?

JOULIETTE 
MILLAR

2020

Send us a photo of your special graduate with a short message and we will 

publish it in the paper. If you have a yard-sign congratulating your grad, 

take a photo and send it in and we will print it in our publication during the 

first week of June.

By John Lynds

Giovanni Graziani, a 
longtime East Boston res-
ident, Salem restaurant 
owner and proud supporter 
of Zumix’s music program 
in the neighborhood died on 
Friday, May 1 from compli-
cations due to COVID-19. 

For those who knew 
Graziani and were touched 
by his warmth and gener-
osity knew him as a gentle-
man through and through. 
He will be terribly missed 
by the community that he 
called home and the people 
and organizations that he 
and his wife, Paula loved in 
the community.  

Graziani was born in Pi-
glio, Italy before coming to 
Boston. 

He made a career as the 

proprietor for 25 years of 
Caffe Graziani in Salem, a 
place loved by patrons far 
and wide. 

However, it was his and 
his wife’s commitment 
to Zumix that made him 
especially loved among 
the neighborhood’s music 
community. 

“I’m so upset that 
Giovanni Graziani passed 
away from Covid-relat-
ed illness,” said longtime 
Zumix instructor Steward 
Meradith. “I love that fam-
ily. Their son Giacomo was 
a student for many years, 
and his wife Paula helped 
with Zumix’s Diversity 
band by helping transport 
their equipment from gig 

to gig all the while running 
their restaurant in Salem.”

Graziani’s son, Giancar-
lo, said some of the things 
his father loved most were 
tennis and music. Gi-
ancarlo and his family set 
up a GoFundMe page at 
www.gofundme.com/f/
giovanni-graziani-memo-
rial-workout?to help both 
Zumix’s music program 
as well as the Sportsmen’s 
Tennis and Enrichment 
Center nonprofit. 

“We are asking for dona-
tions be given in his name 
for two Boston nonprofits 
that were close to his and 
our hearts,” said  Giancarlo. 
“Zumix empowers young 
people to build success-

ful futures for themselves 
through music and cre-
ative employment while 
the Sportsmen’s provides 
academic, wellness and so-
cial development programs 
alongside recreational and 
competitive tennis instruc-
tion.”

As of Tuesday the fund-
raising effort has raised 
over $300 over its $2,000 
goal. 

“On behalf of everyone 
at ZUMIX, I want to extend 
my deepest condolences to 
Paula, Giancarlo and Gia-
como Graziani,” said Zu-
mix Founder and Executive 
Director Madeleine Stec-
zynski. “We were all heart-
broken to hear of Giovan-

ni’s passing, and will do 
everything we can to keep 
his spirit alive by inspiring 
our students to be kind, to 
work hard, and to give back 
to their community through 
music.”

Giancarlo and his broth-
er, Giacomo, are planning 
a memorial workout event 
for their father this Satur-
day. The workout will take 
place at 9 a.m. Saturday 
May 16. 

“It will be accessible to 
all levels of fitness and ex-
perience,” said Giancarlo. 

To join the workout 
please visit this link at 
the stated date and time at 
https://us02web.zoom.us.

Giovanni Graziani, restaurateur, longtime Zumix supporter

Giovanni Graziani, restau-
rateur, longtime Zumix 
supporter

Full Shuttle Route during May 18-31 Blue Line Diversion.

Express Shuttle Route during May 18-31 Blue Line Diversion.

By John Lynds

Beginning on Monday, 
May 18 the MBTA will ful-
ly close down the Blue Line 
from Airport to Bowdoin 
stations for 14 days and run 
shuttle busses instead of 
train service until May 31. 

The goal of this is to al-
low for accelerated track 
and infrastructure work to 
take place while ridership 
and traffic is at an all time 
low due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The work was 
originally going to be 
spread out over a longer 
period of time and only on 
weekends. 

According to MBTA’s 
General Manager Steve 
Poftak, during this accel-
erated work, shuttle buses 
will replace service be-
tween Bowdoin and Air-
port stations for fourteen 
consecutive days, including 
both weekdays and week-
ends, beginning at the start 
of service May 18 through 
the end of service on Sun-
day, May 31.

“The work accomplished 
during this closure will 
lead to numerous benefits, 
including increased train 
speeds, shorter travel times, 

and a more reliable service 
schedule,” said Poftak. 
“Our main focus contin-
ues to be safety, especially 
during the COVID-19 sit-
uation, with the MBTA’s 
shuttle plan including mea-
sures that promote social 
distancing. We know these 
diversions can be an incon-
venience, but the service 
suspension allows us to 
expedite critical track and 
tunnel infrastructure work 
and remove the restrictions 
that currently limit train 
speeds.”

Poftak said this work 
comes as part of the MB-
TA’s plan to quicken the 
pace of infrastructure proj-
ects in 2020 and the MBTA 
is assessing whether other 
projects can be further ac-
celerated. This Blue Line 
work was previously sched-
uled to be accomplished 
through a series of week-
end diversions later this 
year, and doing the work 
now allows its completion 
at a time when both transit 
ridership and traffic on the 
roadways that shuttle buses 
will use is much lower than 
it is likely to be by the fall 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

Blue Line work to begin Monday
Shuttle services to replace train service from Airport to Bowdoin Stations

However, Poftak said 
the MBTA recognizes that 
many essential riders do 
continue to use the Blue 
Line and that ridership 
may rise as the Common-
wealth begins to consider 
reopening opportunities 
within the coming weeks. 

Addressing the ongo-
ing pandemic, Poftak said 
the MBTA’s shuttle plan 
includes measures to pro-
mote social distancing that 
protect MBTA workers and 
riders, and the MBTA will 
carefully monitor ridership 
levels on the shuttle buses, 
adjusting service levels if 
needed.

In compliance with 
the Executive Order that 
went into effect on May 
6, MBTA customers must 
wear face coverings while 
onboard shuttle buses. 
Additionally, in an effort 
to promote social distanc-
ing efforts and protect the 
health and safety of MBTA 
riders and bus operators, 
ridership on shuttle buses 
will be limited. The MBTA 
will also operate additional 
shuttle buses than original-
ly planned with a robust 
fleet of shuttles on standby 
to accommodate ridership 
demands as needed. 

Due to the road geog-
raphy around most Blue 

Line stations within the 
diversion limits, accessible 
shuttle buses will stop at 
stations between Bowdoin 
and Airport in a loop con-
figuration. Buses will travel 
from Bowdoin to Maver-
ick to Airport to Maverick 
again to Aquarium to State 
to Government Center be-
fore returning to Bowdoin 

to repeat the loop.
In an effort to save time 

and expedite trips for es-
sential riders, an express 
shuttle bus will operate 
between Airport and Gov-
ernment Center that makes 
select stops. Customers 
seeking the express bus 
should see station person-
nel and/or station signage 

for more information and 
pick-up/drop-off areas.

For more information, 
please visit mbta.com/
BLwork, www.mbta.com/
BBT2020, or connect with 
the T on Twitter @MBTA, 
Facebook /TheMBTA, or 
Instagram @theMBTA.
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As a 172-year old Boston Bank, East Boston Savings 
Bank has a rich history of servicing the City of Boston 
and its surrounding communities.  The foundation that 
we honor are integrity, strength and hard work for all 
our customers.  It is our tradition to be responsive to 
the needs of people like you and businesses like yours 
during good times and challenging times.  

We have seen and been through past events that have 
affected the country and the world.  As we navigate 
through this pandemic together, please know that 
we are here for you.  I assure you that East Boston 
Savings Bank remains your strong neighborhood bank, 
supporting you, your family, your business and your 
community. It’s because of your trust in us - and our 
faith in you – we will make it through these events 
together. 

Trust that we are in this for the long-haul, right by your 
side.  Our branch office doors will remain open as long 
as we can assure the safety of you and our employees.  
Online Banking, Mobile Banking, ATMs and our 
Automated 24-Hour Telephone Banking System
(866-774-7705) are always an alternative banking 
option for you – visit ebsb.com for more information.  
As always, your deposits are 100% guaranteed by 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the 
Depositors Insurance Fund.

I understand there are a bunch of unknowns with this 
pandemic but know this; East Boston Savings Bank 
has endured many devastating events in the past and 
has come through each of these stronger and more 
committed to our customers than ever.     

Thank you for trusting in East Boston Savings Bank. 
Stay safe and we look forward to continuing working 
hard for you.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Gavegnano
President, CEO and Chairman
East Boston Savings Bank

East Boston Savings Bank 
is here for you.

800.657.3272      EBSB.com
Member FDIC/Member DIF

Crime // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Teaming Up // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By John Lynds

For years, Suffolk Coun-
ty Register of Probate Fe-
lix Arroyo normally hosts 
a birthday fundraiser in 
April, but the COVID-19 
pandemic has cancelled 
those plans. 

However, his son, Dis-
trict 5 Boston City Coun-
cilor Rocardo Arroyo has 
launched an online fund-
raising effort for his dad. 

Arroyo was born on 
April 30, 1948 and has 
been a mainstay in Boston 
politics. 

“Not only is my dad an 
amazing father to me and 
my siblings, he also spent 
his entire career serving 
others and fighting for 
justice,” said Councilor 
Arroyo. “In April, we nor-
mally host a birthday fund-
raiser to support my fa-
ther’s campaign and work,  
but due to COVID-19, that 
was not possible this year. I 
ask that you please join me 
in making a donation to his 
re-election campaign and in 
honor of his birthday today. 
Donations are especially 
needed now because he 
will be on the ballot seek-
ing re-election in just a few 
months.”

Arroyo was raised in 
a public housing project 
in Puerto Rico by his late 
father, Felicito Arroyo, a 
World War II veteran and 
police detective, and his 
late mother, Elisa Arroyo, a 
garment seamstress and an 
ILGWU member.

Arroyo completed his 
undergraduate studies and 
received a Masters in Sec-
ondary Education at the 
University of Puerto Rico. 
He was the first member of 
his family to earn a college 
degree; he continued with 
his graduate studies at Har-
vard University, MIT, and 

the University of Puerto 
Rico.

Arroyo’s political ca-
reer in Boston spans nearly 
four decades. He ran for 
the Boston School Com-
mittee in 1981 and 1983, 
becoming the first Latino to 
run citywide, and the first 
Latino to pass a primary. In 
1984, Arroyo founded the 
Latino Democratic Com-
mittee, the first statewide 
Latino political organiza-
tion in Massachusetts, and 
served as the Latin Amer-
ican Affairs Director for 
United States Senator John 
Kerry. Arroyo served in the 
cabinet of Mayor of Bos-
ton Raymond Flynn from 
1985 until 1992. In 1992, 
Arroyo resigned his sala-
ried position as the Director 
of Personnel for the City of 
Boston, in order to take an 
unpaid position as a mem-
ber of the Boston School 
Committee. He would lat-
er serve as Vice President 
and President of the Boston 
School Committee, where 
he served from 1992 until 
1999. 

Prior to being elected 
Suffolk County Register of 
Probate Arroyo was elected 
as one of four at-large City 
Councilors in 2003, Arroyo 
was re-elected in Novem-
ber 2005.

In 2014 Arroyo an-

nounced he was running 
for Register of Probate for 
Suffolk County. He won 
the Democratic nomination 
with over 53% of the vote 
on September 9, 2014, and 
won an uncontested general 
election in November 2014.

He became the first Lati-
no to win a county-wide 
political race in Massachu-
setts.

“Whether it was by be-
ing the first Latino on the 
Boston School Committee 
and the Boston City Coun-
cil, the first Latino elected 
County Wide in Massachu-
setts, the Director of the 
Department of Transitional 
Assistance or the Executive 
Director of various commu-
nity based organizations, he 
has opened doors that were 
sealed shut. He has made 
a lasting impact for all of 
us,” said his son, Council-
or Arroyo. “As the Suffolk 
County Register of Probate, 
representing all of Boston, 
Chelsea, Revere and Win-
throp, he continues his 
life’s work of fighting for 
justice and equity for all. 
That is why, not only as his 
son, but as his constituent, I 
am proud to stand with him 
as he runs for re-election 
this year. I ask that you join 
me.”

Supporters can make a 
donation to https://secure.
actblue.com/donate/fe-
lix-arroyo-2. 

“While the maximum 
donation per person is 
$1,000, there is no donation 
too small or unappreciat-
ed,” said Councilor Arroyo. 
“Please give as much as 
you can so that his cam-
paign will have the resourc-
es needed to win so my fa-
ther can continue fighting 
for justice and equity as our 
Suffolk County Register of 
Probate.”

Due to COVID-19, Suffolk County Register of Probate 
Felix Arroyo hosts online fundraiser for re-election 

Suffolk County Register of 
Probate Felix Arroyo.

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 
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By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow
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     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE
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East Boston Times Free Press(7000)
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Regional Review(3500) 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge(7300)

Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 
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Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800

set of the virus, the amount 
of families has gone past 
80 each week and reached 
close to 100. 

Finally, the Institute of 
Contemporary Art/Boston 
(ICA) recently partnered 
with the Social Centers; 
the East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center (EB-
NHC); Maverick Landing 
Community Services; East-
ie Farms; Orient Heights 
Housing Development; and 
Crossroads Family Center–
on a month-long food do-
nation initiative for at-need 
communities in the neigh-
borhood at the ICA Water-
shed down at the Boston 
Shipyard and Marina on 
Marginal Street. 

With Eastie currently ex-
periencing one of the high-
est rates of COVID-19 in 
the city of Boston the ICA 
was alerted to the need for 
fresh produce and healthy 
food through conversations 
with its community partners 
here. The museum reached 
out to its caterer, The Ca-
tered Affair, who offered 
to donate their labor in cre-
ating fresh food boxes for 
distribution over the next 

month. Each box contains 
a family-sized supply of 
fresh fruit, vegetables and 
dairy products, and is deliv-
ered directly to households 
in need. The food donation 
initiative will feed 400 fam-
ilies over the course of the 
next month.  

Mayor Martin Walsh 
said the focus of this round 
of funding is to continue 
supporting increasing food 
access for residents, ensur-
ing parents and families 
have basic, essential needs 
to care for their children, 
and to continue supporting 
neighborhood-based orga-
nizations.

“During the ongoing 
public health emergency, 
Bostonians have shown 
their true colors and have 
demonstrated that we 
can lean on each other 
during difficult times,” 
said Walsh. “The City of 
Boston is proud to quick-
ly deploy these critical re-
sources made available by 
the generosity of Boston’s 
residents and businesses, 
to support organizations in 
our community that are on 
the frontlines of providing 

needed assistance to our 
residents.”

To date, including this 
most recent round of fund-
ing, the Boston Resiliency 
Fund has raised over $29.4 
million from over 5,400 in-
dividual donors. The Fund 
will continue accepting do-
nations from individuals, 
organizations and philan-
thropic partners who wish 
to contribute and offer their 
support. All of the dona-
tions will be awarded to lo-
cal organizations, with the 
majority of future grants 
to be made through the end 
of May. Organizations are 
encouraged to complete 
a statement of interest to 
be considered for future 
grants. 

The Boston Resilien-
cy Fund exists within the 
Boston Charitable Trust, 
an non-profit designated 
trust fund managed by the 
City of Boston’s Treasury 
Department. For more in-
formation on how to make 
a donation, please visit: 
boston.gov/resiliency-fund. 
For general inquiries, 
please email  brf@boston.
gov.

“The Department obvi-
ously takes great pride in 
the fact that arrests were 
made in all three incidents, 
we would, nevertheless, 
like to take this opportu-
nity to remind community 
members to employ com-
mon sense preventative 
measures to protect items 
of value when exiting 
their vehicles,” said the 
statement. “As simple as 
it may sound, protecting 
your motor vehicle from a 
break-in starts with locking 
the doors and closing win-
dows. Simple? Yes. But, 
highly effective.”

In fact, simple steps 
can often spell the differ-
ence between your car 
being broken into and the 
would-be thief moving on 
to another, more desirable 
target. 

“More than anything 
else, thieves look for the 
easy score,” said a police 
spokeperson. “So, don’t 
make it easy. If you have 
items of value, be it a cell 
phone, charger, money or 
iPad, take them with you 
when you exit your car. Be-
cause if a thief can see it, 
you can be sure he or she 
will do everything they can 
to steal it.”

As for other Part One 
Crimes in Eastie there have 
been zero reported Homi-
cides for 2020; Rape or 
Attemped Rape is is down 
from 4 to 2; Robbery or 
Attempted Robberty is up 
from 15 to 18; Domes-
tic Aggrevated Assualt is 
up by one from 16 to 17; 
Non-Domestic Aggrevated 
Assualt is up by four from 
11 to 15; Commercial Bur-

glaries are up 2 from 9 to 
11; Residential Burlgaries 
are up by two from 18 to 
20; other Larcencies are 
down by 6 from 62 to 56; 
and Auto Theft is up by two 
from 11 to 13. 

So far this year there has 
been a total of 248 Part One 
Crimes, up from the 167 re-
ported in the first quarter of 
2019. 

Again, police are re-
minding residents that of 
the 81 additional reported 
Part One Crimes reported 
so far in 2020, 76 of those 
crimes have been traced 
back to motor vehicle lar-
cenies. 

As always, if you ob-
serve any unusual activity 
or observe a car theft or a 
break-in in progress, don’t 
hesitate to call 9-1-1. 
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As COVID-19 has 
forced millions to work 
remotely, businesses and 
government agencies have 
also had to adjust to these 
unprecedented times. The 
Massachusetts Unclaimed 
Property Division (UCP), 
however, was uniquely 
positioned to remote work 
without disrupting the cus-
tomer experience and has 
paid out over $5.5 Million 
in claims since the start of 
the pandemic.

In 2016, UCP updat-
ed its database system 
and public-facing web-
site. State Treasurer Deb 
Goldberg, who oversees 
UCP, ensured that the di-
vision moved from an in-
ternal, on premises only, 
server-based system, to a 
secured-cloud-hosted web-
based system. Employees 
who now work remotely 
are able to do so with the 

same functionality as if 
they were on site. The di-
vision also built a robust 
outreach program. As a re-
sult, staff already had expe-
rienced working remotely 
to initiate and pay claims 
outside of the office.

“By introducing new 
technology into Treasury 
departments and agencies 
we have been able to con-
tinue to efficiently serve 
the people of Massachu-
setts during these uncertain 
times,” said State Treasurer 
Deb Goldberg, “By estab-
lishing an advanced web- 
based system, Unclaimed 
Property has been able to 
serve thousands and pay 
out millions, which is cur-
rently needed by a lot of 
people.”

The list of unclaimed 
property owners in Mas-
sachusetts has grown each 
year. As we experience un-

precedented circumstances, 
the UCP team’s established 
online presence is fully ac-
cessible to the public and 
continues to be extremely 
effective, as the number 
of searches and claims for 
unclaimed property has in-
creased.

In the past five weeks 
alone, UCP has processed 
over 12,000 claims. With 
an efficient and custom-
er-friendly claims system 
in place, over $5.5 million 
worth of claims have been 
properly paid out during the 
pandemic.

With unemployment 
numbers increasing, the 
opportunity for Massachu-
setts residents to discover 
unclaimed property that is 
rightfully theirs has been 
beneficial.   Unclaimed 
Property can consist of 
bank accounts, uncashed 
checks, stocks or divi-

dends, insurance policies, 
or the contents of safe de-
posit boxes.

“Similar to other agen-
cies and businesses, we 
have had to quickly adapt 
to our new normal,” states 
Mark Bracken, Assistant 
Treasurer/Director of the 
Unclaimed Property Di-
vision, “But because of 
thoughtful planning and 
preparation we are in a 
much better place than 
most and have been able to 
help thousands of people in 
the past five weeks.”

UCP currently holds over 
$3.4 billion in unclaimed 
property at Treasury and it 
could be yours. One in ten 
Massachusetts residents are 
owed money. To search to 
see if you have unclaimed 
money, visit: https://find-
massmoney.com/.

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mailing address is 

385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Our fax number is  
781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.com.  
Letters must be signed.  

We reserve the right to edit for length and content.
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Saving the water of the U.S.

A NEWFOUND RESPECT 
FOR TEACHERS

The closing of schools across the country for the re-
mainder of the school year because of the coronavirus has 
presented many challenges for educators and parents alike. 

School districts have been experimenting with the im-
plementation of on-line classes in their effort to provide 
a meaningful learning experience for students of all ages.

Parents have been enlisted in this effort to varying de-
grees, mostly-dependent upon the age of their children. 
High schoolers are able to do what they need to do with 
little parental supervision and guidance. 

On the other hand, parents of children in the youngest 
age-groups have been  required to spend a lot of time with 
their children in order to assist teachers in fulfilling the 
school system’s, and their child’s, educational needs and 
goals.

In our view, the coronavirus has brought to the forefront 
a number of issues with our educational system in general, 
and on-line learning in particular.

First and foremost, remote learning can be only as suc-
cessful as the technological capabilities of the students, 
their families, and their households. Access to high-speed 
internet and ownership of up-to-date hardware (and soft-
ware) are crucial to successful on-line learning.

Second, the degree to which young students are depen-
dent upon their parents to make on-line learning a mean-
ingful experience has become painfully obvious. Parents 
need to have the time, the patience, the skills, and a certain 
degree of knowledge if they are going to participate mean-
ingfully in their children’s at-home instruction. 

Third, parents have discovered that instructing younger 
children is far more complex a task than just knowing the 
ABCs and basic arithmetic. The large number of parents 
who basically have given up on the process as the pan-
demic grinds on attests to the frustration of the average 
parent in attempting to participate meaningfully in their 
children’s education.

Finally, the current crisis has brought into crystal-clear 
clarity the crucial role played by teachers in educating and 
inspiring our nation’s children. Until now, most parents 
-- and certainly non-parents -- have taken for granted the 
unique and amazing job performed each day by America’s 
educators. The typical parent puts their child on the bus, 
gets them off the bus, and that’s about it.

But just as the pandemic has highlighted the incredible 
work that our first and second-level responders accomplish 
day-in and day-out, so too, the value of America’s educa-
tors has become abundantly clear to all.

We hope that one of the lasting effects of the pandemic 
is the degree to which we acknowledge that our children’s 
education -- and the very future of our country -- depends 
upon a well-funded public educational system, and that the 
backbone of that system are our qualified, professional, 
and dedicated teachers.

By Jack Clarke

  There are almost one 
hundred law suits pending 
against the Trump Admin-
istration as it does its best 
to recklessly dismantle 
America’s common-sense 
public health and environ-
mental protections.

 In addition to taking ad-
vantage of the coronavirus 
pandemic by providing an 
enforcement holiday for 
industrial polluters, among 
the most blatant rollbacks 
is one taking place under 
the Clean Water Act of 
1972.

  A proposed rule com-
ing out of the White House 
would gut defenses against 
pollution for about half 
the country’s wetlands 
and millions of miles of 
streams that are primarily 
fed by rainfall. It is an un-
precedented and dramatic 
setback of decades of envi-
ronmental security for our 
nation’s waters.

  And it won’t be going 
unchallenged, as Mass 
Audubon, the Conserva-
tion Law Foundation, and 
the National Resources 
Defense Council, along 
with five watershed groups 
from around the country, 
have filed a legal action in 
the federal district court in 
Boston to stop the repeal.

  Although America’s 
overall water quality has 
improved significantly 

since passage of the Clean 
Water Act, a recent feder-
al assessment showed that 
nearly half of the nation’s 
rivers and streams, a third 
of our wetlands, and a fifth 
of our coastal waters and 
Great Lakes waters are still 
in “poor biological condi-
tion.”

  Rather than reverse an 
almost five-decade legacy 
of clean water protection, 
we need to step up our ef-
forts in the fight against 
pollution along with the 
negative impacts of climate 
change.

  The Clean Water Act 
is one of the nation’s most 
important environmental 
laws. It safeguards perma-
nent and temporary rivers, 
lakes, channels, creeks 
and streams that millions 
of Americans rely on for 
drinking water and for ac-
tivities such as swimming, 
fishing, and hunting.

  The law also protects 
millions of acres of asso-
ciated wetlands that keep 
those water bodies healthy 
by filtering out pollutants 
and reducing flood damage 
–these are public health and 
safety benefits that should 
not be lessened in this time 
of climate change-induced 
weather disruption.

  In New England, the 
rule changes would also af-
fect isolated wetlands and 
thousands of vernal pools – 
seasonal bodies of water in 
forests that provide habitat 

to many wildlife species in-
cluding resident and migra-
tory birds.

 Of the Bay State’s 143 
breeding bird species re-
cently evaluated by Mass 
Audubon, 43 percent are 
“highly vulnerable” to the 
effects of climate change 
alone. Reducing the pro-
tections for critical waters 
used by avian life to breed, 
nest and raise their young 
will only add to their levels 
of stress and vulnerability.

  Nationally, we’ve al-
ready lost 3 billion birds 
in the past half-century 
due to pollution and loss 
of wetlands habitat, and 
we know that two-thirds of 
North American bird spe-
cies are now at further risk 
of extinction from climate 
change. This rule change 
piles on the threats.

 The decisions to reform 
environmental laws should 
be based on sound science 
–science that informs and 
drives public policy, not 
the other way around. In 
this case, and as it has in 
the past, the White House 
has dismissed all scientific 
evidence.

 Just this past winter, an 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) advisory 
panel of 41 scientists re-
sponsible for evaluating 
the scientific integrity of 
the agency’s regulations, 
including the proposed 
clean water standards, con-
cluded that the new rule 

ignores science by “failing 
to acknowledge watershed 
systems.” They found “no 
scientific justification” for 
excluding certain bodies 
of water from protection 
under the new regulations, 
noting that pollutants from 
smaller and seasonal bodies 
of water can have a signifi-
cant impact on the health of 
larger water systems.

 It is no surprise, as The 
New York Times pointed 
out several weeks ago, that 
“...a disregard for scientific 
advice has been a defining 
characteristic of Trump’s 
administration.”

  EPA Administrator An-
drew Wheeler, a former 
coal lobbyist, is re-writing 
the law at the behest of in-
dustry groups including the 
American Farm Bureau, 
American Gas Association, 
National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association, the American 
Petroleum Institute, the Na-
tional Mining Association, 
US Chamber of Commerce, 
the National Association of 
Manufacturers, the Amer-
ican Farm Bureau, and the 
Heritage Foundation.

  So, in response, some 
of the country’s leading 
conservation advocates are 
fighting the rollback in the 
courts – at the behest of the 
nations’ waters and public 
health.

Jack Clarke is the di-
rector of public policy and 
government relations at 
Mass Audubon.

State Treasurer’s unclaimed property division pays 
out $5.5 million in claims during covid-19 pandemic
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Staff Report

The Treasury Department 
and the Internal Revenue 
Service today released up-
dated state-by-state figures 
for Economic Impact Pay-
ments, with approximate-
ly 130 million individuals 
receiving payments worth 
more than $200 billion in the 
program’s first four weeks.

“We are working hard to 
continue delivering these 
payments to Americans who 
need them,” said IRS Com-
missioner Chuck Rettig. 
“The vast majority of pay-
ments have been delivered 
in record time, and millions 
more are on the way every 
week. We encourage people 
to visit IRS.gov for the latest 
information, FAQs and up-
dates on the payments.”

More than 150 million 

payments will be sent out, 
and millions of people who 
do not typically file a tax re-
turn are eligible to receive 
these payments. Payments 
are automatic for people 
who filed a tax return in 
2018 or 2019, receive Social 
Security retirement, survivor 
or disability benefits (SSDI), 
Railroad Retirement bene-
fits, as well as Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) and 
Veterans Affairs beneficia-
ries who didn’t file a tax re-
turn in the last two years.

California was the state 
with the most payments and 
the highest amount of benefit, 
with 13,564,730 payments 
totaling $22,465,995,771. 
Texas was the state with the 
second most payments.

For those who don’t re-
ceive federal benefits and 
didn’t have a filing obliga-

tion in 2018 or 2019, the IRS 
continues to encourage them 
to visit the Non-Filer tool at 
IRS.gov so they can quickly 
register for Economic Im-
pact Payments. People can 
continue to receive their 
payment throughout the 
year.

Economic Impact Pay-
ments, totals by State 
(Northeast only)

•Massachusetts - 
2,503,206 - $4,008,005,049

•Connecticut - 1,325,813 
- $2,162,539,412

•New Hampshire - 
560,833 - $941,099,188

•Rhode Island - 446,941 - 
$725,567,957

•Maine - 594,555 - 
$1,005,363,003

•Vermont - 267,295 - 
$450,251,509

•New York - 7,737,476 - 
$12,523,017,409

As the COVID-19 pub-
lic health emergency con-
tinues, many people stay-
ing home are looking for 
more films and TV shows 
to watch on the streaming 
services they subscribe to. 
Many are also looking for 
ways to connect virtually 
to our local communities. 
Thanks to the Massachu-
setts film industry’s resur-
gence over the past several 
years, Massachusetts resi-
dents can choose from hours 
of locally-filmed TV and 
film content available on 
the streaming services they 
already subscribe to.

The Massachusetts Pro-
duction Coalition, a net-
work of film and media 
professionals and business-
es throughout the state, has 
created a  directory  of 50+ 
films and episodic series 
shot in Massachusetts in 
just the last 5 years that are 
available now for streaming 
on various video-on-de-
mand streaming services. 
You can watch these local-
ly-filmed movies and TV 

series on popular streaming 
services including Amazon 
Prime Video, Apple TV+, 
HBO Now, Hulu, Netflix, 
Passionflix, Showtime, 
Starz, and Tubi.

“Watching locally-filmed 
series and movies is a great 
way to connect with your 
friends and neighbors during 
social distancing, wheth-
er it’s by holding a virtual 
watch party or just watching 
a movie and discussing it 
later,” said David Hartman, 
Executive Director of the 
Massachusetts Production 
Coalition. “Pointing out 
local landmarks; spotting 
neighborhood small busi-
nesses; arguing about the 
routes characters choose to 
drive; laughing when we’re 
used as a stand-in for other 
states – watching a local-
ly-filmed production is just 
more engaging and connec-
tion-worthy.”

See the directory at mass-
prodcoalition.org/news/
made-in-ma-streaming.

Since 2006, more than 
250 film and television pro-

ductions have filmed in over 
220 Massachusetts cities 
and towns, together spend-
ing more than $2.6 billion 
in the state. Film and tele-
vision productions have a 
significant impact on a local 
economy, from supporting 
thousands of jobs, to buy-
ing goods and services from 
small businesses, to donat-
ing to local initiatives.

“Filming is suspended 
right now due to the coro-
navirus, but it’s a great time 
to relive memories from 
past sets I’ve worked on 
by watching locally-filmed 
movies and shows,” 
said  Taryn Walsh, a key 
costumer who has worked 
on projects including Little 
Women and Patriots Day. 
“There are so many amaz-
ing films and TV shows that 
were shot here in Massachu-
setts available at your fin-
gertips. Staying home and 
watching local is the ideal 
way to practice social dis-
tancing while still support-
ing our local arts industry.”

More than 2.5 million residents in 
Massachusetts got Stimulus payments

More than 50 filmed-in-MA movies & TV series available

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Tiutchenko, Snizhana    	 326 Chelsea LLC	 326 Chelsea St #1           	 $475,000
Singh, Sandip           	 326 Chelsea LLC	 326 Chelsea St #2           	 $478,500
Banks, Allie T	 Sheridan, David     	 160 Cottage St #1          	 $360,000

LOCAL STUDENTS 
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

MALDEN CATHOLIC 
HONOR ROLL 
STUDENTS FROM 
EAST BOSTON - 
WINTER 2020

Malden Catholic High 
School students have com-
pleted the coursework for 
the third quarter for the 
2019-20 academic year. 
Malden Catholic divides 
honors into three levels: 
Headmaster’s List, First 
Honors and Second Hon-
ors.

Headmaster’s List – 
Scores of 90 and above in 
all classes

First Honors – Scores of 
85 and above in all classes

Second Honors – Scores 
of 80 and above in all class-

es
The following students 

at Malden Catholic are East 
Boston residents and have 
achieved the following hon-
ors: 

Headmaster’s List
Alex Nguyen – Grade 12
Rocio Rodriguez Cabar-

cas – Grade 10
Samantha Seeley – 

Grade 10
Jose Ordonez – Grade 12
First Honors
Claudia Minacapilli – 

Grade 10
About Malden Catholic 

High School:
Founded in 1932, Mal-

den Catholic offers a 
unique Codivisional mod-
el among Catholic schools 
in the greater Boston area. 

Codivisional education is 
an educational model that 
offers children the best 
of both worlds, rigorous 
single-gender academics 
during the day and inte-
grated social and extracur-
ricular opportunities after 
school. With 565 students 
currently enrolled in the 
private, Xaverian-inspired 
educational institution, 
Malden Catholic boasts a 
proud history of academic 
excellence and leadership. 
It has graduated a Nobel 
Laureate, a U.S. Senator, 
business leaders, and stu-
dents who have gone on to 
attend Harvard, Cornell, 
Columbia, the University of 
Chicago and Georgetown in 
recent years.  

Beginning June 1, Am-
trak is restoring Acela  ser-
vice on the Northeast 
Corridor on a modified 
schedule in response to 
anticipated increased de-
mand. Modified service 
will include the restoration 
of three weekday  Ace-
la roundtrips. Northeast Re-
gional frequencies will also 
be increased from eight to 
10 roundtrips.

“We are dedicated to do-
ing everything possible to 
return service safely. We 
want everyone to feel com-
fortable as they navigate 
this new normal,” said Am-
trak President and CEO Bill 
Flynn.

Amtrak continues to take 
extra steps to sanitize sta-
tions and trains. Additional 
measures include the fol-
lowing:

•Facial coverings: As 
part of Amtrak’s ongoing 
commitment to protect 
customers and front-line 
employees in response to 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
Amtrak is requiring that all 

customers in stations, on 
trains and thruway buses 
wear facial coverings. The 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) rec-
ommends the use of simple 
cloth facial coverings or 
masks to slow the spread of 
the virus and prevent trans-
mission.

•Limiting bookings: To 
help maintain CDC rec-
ommendations for physical 
distancing onboard trains, 
we have temporarily re-
duced Coach, Business, 
and Acela First Class sales 
to 50% capacity.

•Cashless service: As an 
added measure to ensure 
the health and safety of our 
customers and employees, 
we are temporarily accept-
ing only cashless payments 
in stations and on trains.

•Physical distancing: 
Signage has been displayed 
at several of our busiest 
stations to indicate safe 
distances in high customer 
traffic areas such as waiting 
rooms, in front ticket offic-
es, at the base/top of escala-

tors, lounge entrances, etc. 
In addition, clear protective 
barriers have been retrofit-
ted at stations where there 
are no current glass barri-
ers.

•Food and beverage 
service: We are temporar-
ily offering  Flexible Din-
ing service in the dining or 
lounge car on all long dis-
tance routes (except Auto 
Train) and encouraging all 
Sleeping Car customers to 
select optional room ser-
vice for their meals. In ad-
dition, we are limiting seat-
ing in dining and café areas.

While some services 
were reduced or suspended, 
Amtrak has and will contin-
ue to operate as an essential 
service as our nation recov-
ers. In addition to the Ace-
la  and Northeast Regional, 
trains will be restored to 
service by monitoring de-
mand, working with state 
partners and continuing to 
prioritize customer and em-
ployee safety.

Amtrak to return Acela service

The Massachusetts Reg-
istry of Motor Vehicles 
(RMV) is cautioning cus-
tomers to use only  Mass.
Gov/RMV  when they are 
trying to renew a license 
or registration or process 
any business transactions 
online.   Customers may 
inadvertently come across 
unofficial third-party web-
sites or “mimic sites” that 
advertise similar services 
but have no affiliation with 
the RMV.

“Customers need to en-
sure that they are using 
the official Massachusetts 
Registry of Motor Vehicles 
website Mass.Gov/RMV 
to conduct their business 
transactions,”  said Acting 
Registrar of Motor Vehicles 
Jamey Tesler.“Customers 
should avoid using any 
unofficial third-party web-
sites that are offering RMV 
services to ensure that their 
personal and financial in-
formation is protected.”

Customers can use the 
helpful hints listed below 
to determine whether the 
website they are using is 
the official site for the Mas-
sachusetts Registry of Mo-

tor Vehicles.
•Massachusetts uses the 

abbreviation “RMV.” Any 
website using the phrase 
“Department of Motor Ve-
hicles” or “DMV” should 
be avoided.

•Make sure the Com-
monwealth’s seal is located 
somewhere on the page. 
This will help ensure that 
it is an official government 
website. If it cannot be 
found, customers should 
leave the site immediately.

•Always read the fine 
print and look for key 
phrases such as “for-prof-
it” or “privately owned” 
at the top or bottom of the 
third-party websites which 
may note that they are not 
affiliated with the Com-
monwealth.

•The Registry will never 
charge a customer to check 
the status of a license, reg-
istration, or title. If the site 
requires payment to access 
this information, it is an un-
secured mimic site.

•At Mass.Gov/RMV, 
a customer will never be 
charged to access Registry 
forms and information, but 
unofficial third-party sites 

may charge for this service. 
Their information is also 
not guaranteed to be accu-
rate.

•The Registry never 
charges for address chang-
es. If a customer uses a 
mimic site, the change can-
not be guaranteed to have 
actually gone through.

Any information on 
these third-party websites 
may not be accurate, and 
any details or payments 
that customers submit may 
not be secure. The RMV 
is not responsible for the 
content or actions taken by 
these sites. For more infor-
mation on the dangers of 
third-party services, visit 
the Mass.Gov/RMV.

Customers with addi-
tional questions can contact 
the  Office of Consumer 
Affairs and Business Reg-
ulation by calling the Con-
sumer Hotline at (617) 973-
8787, or toll-free in MA at 
(888) 283-3757.

For the latest Registry 
updates and information, 
follow the RMV on Twitter 
@MassRMV.

RMV cautions customers to be aware 
of unofficial third-party websites

By John Lynds

The Boston Basics Cam-
paign is inspired by the fact 
that 80 percent of brain 
growth happens in the first 
three years of life. During 
this period, skill gaps be-
tween socio-economic, ra-
cial, and ethnic groups be-
come clearly apparent. 

However, this does not 
need to be. 

Everyday interactions 
between children, their par-
ents, and other caregivers 
provide abundant opportu-
nities to give children from 
every background a more 
equal start in life.

During a recent Zoom 
meeting, East Boston So-
cial Centers highlighted 
their involvement with the 
Boston Basic Campaign. 

“Before I arrived, the So-
cial Centers were already 
working with the Basics 
and it was still a very young 
initiative at the time,” said 
EBSC Executive Director 
Justin Pasquariello. “Mi-
chele D’Ambrosio, Gloria 
Devine, and Parent Partners 
have been participating in 
the Boston Opportunity 
Agenda’s work.”

The Boston Opportunity 
Agenda had been working 
with parents and more than 
200 representatives from 
early education centers, 
family day-care centers and 
nonprofit organizations like 
the Social Centers to create 
a citywide plan for children 
from birth to age eight. 

Boston Opportunity 
Agenda identified large 
community-wide endeav-
ors that can be leveraged to 
help its goals and mission. 

One is the Boston Ba-
sics Campaign, which ed-
ucates parents of infants 

in five codified behaviors, 
or basics, in interacting 
with infants that boost their 
children’s language abili-
ties, reasoning and confi-
dence—starting from birth.

“Michele had integrated 
them into education for all 
her staff in our early edu-
cation programs--and other 
East Boston early learning 
centers had done the same,” 
said Pasquariello. Pasquari-
ello said he knew Mari Bar-
rera, who was the Boston 
Basics’ Executive Director 
until recently, from other 
work.  

“Mari and I wanted to 
work together more,” said 
Pasquariello. “At the same 
time, East Boston was a 
community where the Bos-
ton Basics wanted to go 
deeper, and the Social Cen-
ters was a good partner for 
that.”

Over the years Boston 
Basics presented at Fam-
ily Engagement Network 
meetings led by the Social 
Center’s Gloria Devine and 
was integrated in Families 
First Parenting Program 
training. 

“They partnered with 
us to think about how to 
expand their reach, in-
cluding having billboards 
throughout the neighbor-
hood,” said Pasquariello. 
“We have been exploring 
partnering on grants to ex-
pand our reach for some 
time--always with a focus 
on this vision of making 
East Boston one of the first 
places anywhere where all 
children enter Kindergarten 
thriving, joyful and ready 
to learn. We don’t know of 
anywhere that has achieved 
that goal yet--though other 
places also are trying to en-
sure everyone is ready for 

kindergarten.”
Pasquariello said the So-

cial Centers has come to 
see the Boston Basics as a 
key part of that effort, be-
cause they can help all fam-
ilies improve outcomes for 
all children. 

“Sharing the Boston 
Basics is a relatively low 
cost intervention rela-
tive to many others,” said 
Pasquariello. “For as lit-
tle as perhaps $200/ child, 
we can ensure all children 
ages 0-3 have multiple ex-
posures to these Basics. 
We can’t figure out how to 
do this alone and can’t ef-
fectively reach all children 
alone.  That is why we are 
working through the Fam-
ily Engagement Network, 
and with other leading East 
Boston organizations, to 
develop a plan to change 
the culture for parents of 
young children--so “doing 
the Basics” with infants and 
young children becomes 
the norm in East Boston.”

Pasquariello said Right 
now, perhaps half of chil-
dren in Eastie are entering 
kindergarten ready to learn.  

“Kindergarten readiness 
is associated with a variety 
of lifelong outcomes, in-
cluding educational attain-
ment, health, and lifetime 
earnings,” said Pasquari-
ello. “We can ensure all 
children in East Boston en-
ter Kindergarten thriving, 
joyful, and ready to learn.  
When all the people who 
interact with our youngest 
children--parents, nurses 
and doctors, early educa-
tion teachers, business and 
church leaders, and oth-
ers--know the Basics, we 
will have taken a huge and 
important step toward this 
vision.”

Zoom meeting highlights Social Center’s 
involvement in Boston Basic Campaign
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Be Part Of An
Amazing Team

• Support Staff • Case Managers 
• Program & Clinical Directors

• Shelter Specialists • Relief Staff 
• Case Aides • Nurses & More

We have increased our 
starting wages temporarily up to 

$4.00 more an hour.
Our mission is to provide high quality services to those who 
face life-long challenges of mental illness, drug and alcohol 

dependencies and developmental disabilities.

We want to see you….  
                  at home!

www.ebnhc.org  •   

Telemedicine allows health care professionals to evaluate, diagnose,  
and treat patients at a distance using telecommunications  
technology, such as a smart phone or computer. Telemedicine allows 
us to continue to provide high-quality care to our patients during  
the COVID-19 pandemic while minimizing exposures.

Telemedicine appointments are being scheduled in Pediatrics, 
Adult Medicine, Family Medicine, Women’s Health (OB/GYN),  
Behavioral Health, Neighborhood PACE, and other departments. We 
use certified medical interpreters during telemedicine appointments 
for languages other than English. 

Do you need to schedule a telemedicine appointment with your  
primary care provider? Did you miss an appointment that needs  
to be rescheduled? If so, call 617-569-5800 to schedule a  
telemedicine appointment. This is especially important if you have  
a chronic or a behavioral health condition. 
You should be treated if needed, especially 
during this public health crisis. We’re here 
to keep you healthy!

(BPHC) a week ago.
The stats released by the 

BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID-19 report breaks 
down the number of cas-
es and infection rates in 
each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number 
of cases by age, gender and 
race.

Two weeks ago 2,065 
residents were tested for the 
virus and 45.5 percent of 
those tested were positive. 
Three weeks ago 1,171 res-
idents in Eastie were test-

ed and 46.8 percent were 
found to be COVID-19 
positive.

The number keeps dip-
ping and last week 3,053 
Eastie residents were tested 
and only 38.7 percent were 
found to be positive. 

Whereas Eastie has the 
highest rate of positive re-
sults among residents test-
ed, the neighborhood now 
ranks third behind two 
Dorchester neighborhoods. 

Citywide there have 
been 11,106 positive cases 

of coronavirus--confirmed 
and presumptive--among 
residents. So far, 3,327 of 
these 11,106 residents have 
fully recovered. There have 
been 533 COVID-19 relat-
ed deaths among Boston 
residents. 

Massachusetts has 
78,462 positive cases of 
coronavirus (confirmed and 
presumptive) and 5,108 
deaths reported at this time. 
Massachusetts has also 
tested 394,728 individuals 
to date. 

The BPHC’s latest breakdown of COVID-19 cases and infection rates for Boston that was 
released Friday. 

Are you a high school 
senior not sure about tak-
ing the college path for 
your future? Or, are you 
interested in learning a new 
skill set? Maybe you’re just 
ready to explore a new ca-
reer choice. Now could be 
the perfect time for college 
bound student unsure about 
committing to a four-year 
traditional college, to take 
advantage of the Nation-
al Court Reporters As-
sociation’s (NCRA) A to 
Z® Intro to Steno Machine 
Shorthand program, a free 
online six-week introducto-
ry course that let’s partici-
pants see if a career in court 
reporting or captioning is a 
good fit for them. NCRA is 
the country’s leading orga-
nization representing steno-
graphic court reporters and 
captioners.

NCRA’s A to Z Intro 
to Steno Machine Short-
hand  program is an intro-
ductory course in steno-
graphic theory. It provides 
participants with the oppor-
tunity to learn the basics of 
writing on a steno machine. 
There is no charge to take 
the course, but participants 
are required to have access 
to a steno machine or an 
iPad they can use to down-

load an  iStenoPad app. 
NCRA does not have any 
machines available for rent 
at this time.

The program is a hybrid 
course combining both live 
online instructor sessions 
with videos and dictation 
materials for self-paced 
practice. During the six-
week program, experienced 
court reporters teach partic-
ipants the alphabet in steno 
and how to write on a ma-
chine. 

The course is perfect for 
high school seniors who 
are still considering what 
career path to follow upon 
graduation in the spring. A 
career in court reporting or 
captioning is also a viable 
one for military members 
post service, their spouses, 
career changers, or college 
graduates who decide their 
chosen field was not the 
right one for them.

“Imagine a career with a 
ringside seat to all the ac-
tion. From capturing the of-
ficial record in high-profile 
criminal trials, speeches on 
the floor of the U.S. House 
of Representatives and the 
Senate, to major sporting 
events or breaking news, a 
career in court reporting or 
captioning can lead to un-

limited opportunities,” said 
Cynthia Bruce Andrews, 
the NCRA Senior Director, 
Education & Certifications.

“If you’re looking for a 
career that is on the cutting 
edge of technology, offers 
the opportunity for work 
at home or abroad, like to 
write, enjoy helping others, 
and are fast with your fin-
gers, then the fields of court 
reporting and captioning 
are careers you should ex-
plore,” she added.

Participants in the NCRA 
A to Z program are taught 
by volunteer professionals 
working in the court report-
ing and captioning arenas. 
These program leaders also 
share insights into the many 
aspects of court reporting 
and captioning that make 
it a viable profession, in-
cluding good salaries, flex-
ibility, interesting venues, 
and the increasing demand 
for more reporters and cap-
tioners to meet the growing 
number of employment op-
portunities available in the 
field.

If you are interested in 
taking the program online, 
please visit  www.atozdis-
coversteno.org.

High school seniors unsure about their future
should consider a career in court reporting

Jones // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

miss him terribly.”
Friends and family are 

asking people to help his 
mother pay for the funer-
al expenses and have set 
up a GoFundMe account 
at www.gofundme.com/f/
b r u c e - j o n e s - m e m o r i -
al-fund?So far the fund-
raising effort has raised 
over $3,800 towards a 
$5,000 goal as of Tuesday. 

“This young man is 
gone too soon,” said long-
time Eastie activist Gail 
Miller. “Please share and 
show Bruce some Eastie 
love as he showed so many 
in his short life. Donations 
large or small are so appre-

ciated. His void will be felt 
especially to his communi-
ty wide network.”

Jones was also a talent-
ed artist and had attended 
the New England School 
of Art.  According to those 
who knew him he loved 
drawing, playing basket-
ball and listening to heavy 
metal on his signature 
headphones he wore while 
working at the Community 
Soup Kitchen. 

Jones was Beloved son 
of Carlotta (Shade) Jones 
of East Boston and the late 
Bruce Allen Jones.  He was 
the brother of the late Laki-
sha Shade.

Bruce Jones, a longtime 
East Boston Community 
Soup Kitchen volunteer, 
died suddenly on Tuesday 
April 28 at his home in East 
Boston. 
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TO PLACE YOUR 
AD CALL 

781-485-0588

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP •(617) 846-6880 • WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
 Store Hours: Mon-Sun 7:30 am-7pm • Not responsible for typographical errors. 

We have the right to limit quantities.

Stuck at home?

PANTRY CHICKEN CASSEROLE

FROZEN VEGETABLE STIR-FRY

LEMON BLUEBERRY BREAD

INGREDIENTS:

INGREDIENTS:

INGREDIENTS:

• cooking spray
• 1 (16 ounce) package penne 
pasta
• 4 tablespoons salted butter
• 1 large onion, chopped
• 1 green bell pepper - stemmed, 
seeded, and finely chopped
• 1 (8 ounce) package sliced fresh 
mushrooms
• 3 cloves garlic, minced

• 2 (8 ounce) packages pro-
cessed cheese food (such as 
Velveeta(R)), cubed
• 1 (14.5 ounce) can diced toma-
toes, undrained
• 1 (10 ounce) can diced toma-
toes and green chiles (such as 
RO*TEL(R)), undrained
• 1 (4 ounce) can mild chopped 
green chile peppers
• 4 cups cooked chicken, cut into 
bite-sized pieces

• 2 tablespoons soy sauce
• 1 tablespoon brown sugar
• 2 teaspoons garlic powder

• 2 teaspoons peanut butter 
• 2 teaspoons olive oil 
• 1 (16 ounce) package frozen 
mixed vegetables

• ⅓ cup melted butter
• 1 cup white sugar
• 3 tablespoons lemon juice
• 2 eggs
• 1 ½ cups all-purpose flour
• 1 teaspoon baking powder

• 1 teaspoon salt 
• ½ cup milk
• 2 tablespoons grated lemon zest
• ½ cup chopped walnuts
• 1 cup fresh or frozen blueberries
• 2 tablespoons lemon juice
• ¼ cup white sugar

Directions:
STEP 1: Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 
Spray a large casserole dish with cooking spray.

STEP 2: Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a boil. Add 
penne and cook, stirring occasionally, until tender yet firm to the bite, 
about 11 minutes. Drain.

STEP 3: While the pasta is cooking, melt butter in a large skillet 
over medium heat. Add onion and bell pepper and cook, stirring 
occasionally, until vegetables are tender, about 5 minutes. Add mush-
rooms and cook until they release their liquid, about 5 minutes. Add 
garlic and cook, stirring occasionally, until fragrant, about 1 minute.

STEP 4: Stir in processed cheese food, diced tomatoes and 
juice, diced tomatoes and green chiles with juice, and mild chile 
peppers. Cook and stir until cheese has melted, 5 to 10 minutes. 
Remove from heat and stir in cooked pasta and chicken. Pour into 
the prepared baking dish.

STEP 5: Bake in the preheated oven until heated through, about 
20 minutes. Serve warm.

Directions:
STEP 1: Combine soy sauce, brown sugar, garlic powder, and 
peanut butter in a small bowl.

STEP 2: Heat oil in a large skillet over medium heat; cook and 
stir frozen vegetables until just tender, 5 to 7 minutes. Remove from 
heat and fold in soy sauce mixture.

Directions:
STEP 1: Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Lightly 
grease an 8x4 inch loaf pan.

STEP 2: In a mixing bowl, beat together butter, 1 cup sugar, juice 
and eggs. Combine flour, baking powder and salt; stir into egg mixture 
alternately with milk. Fold in lemon zest, nuts, and blueberries. Pour 
batter into prepared pan.

STEP 3: Bake in preheated oven for 60 to 70 minutes, until 
a toothpick inserted into center of the loaf comes out clean. Cool 
bread in pan for 10 minutes. Meanwhile, combine lemon juice and 1/4 
cup sugar in a small bowl. Remove bread from pan and drizzle with 
glaze. Cool on a wire rack.

Pass the time while 
trying out these recipes!

Soup Kitchen // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

IT’S BEEN A LONG HAUL.....
WE THINK ITS TIME TO 

SHARE your 
reopening 
plans with 
us & we’ll 

share it with 
east boston

email deb@reverejournal.com or call 781-485-0588

Business card size ad
2 coulmn-x-2-inch    $25/run

as days turn to months, we’ve all been going 
a little stir-crazy. the people want out. and 
they’re planning for it. make sure that plan 

includes you with a

Massachusetts had 
55,223 individuals file an 
initial claim for standard 
Unemployment Insurance 
(UI) from April 26 to May 
2, the fifth consecutive 
week of fewer initial claims 
filing over the previous 
week. 

Since March 15, a total 
of 777,232 initial claims 
have been filed for UI. For 
the week of April 26 to 
May 2, there were a total 
of 556,272 continued UI 
claims, an increase of 5.4 
percent over the previous 
week.

Since April 20, around 
185,000 claimants have 
filed for Pandemic Un-
employment Assistance 
(PUA).

Over the last month, 
the customer service staff 
at the Department of Un-
employment Assistance 
(DUA) has grown from 

around 50 employees to 
over 1,300. The remote 
customer service opera-
tion is now making over 
25,000 individual contacts 
per day and DUA  contin-
ues to host daily unemploy-
ment town halls – which 
are being held in English, 
Spanish, and Portuguese - 
and have been attended by 
over 230,000 constituents. 
Massachusetts was one 
of the first states to suc-

cessfully launch the  Pan-
demic Unemployment As-
sistance  program. Due to 
DUA’s previous efforts to 
migrate their systems to the 
cloud, the first unemploy-
ment agency in the country 
to do so, the unemploy-
ment online platforms for 
both regular UI and PUA 
has maintained functional-
ity throughout the surge in 
demand.

New unemployment claims decline for the fifth week

need and immediately 
reached out to the Y and to 
the East Boston Commu-
nity Soup Kitchen to see 
where they could fill these 
gaps. 

Listening to each orga-
nization’s unique circum-
stance, they quickly mobi-
lized support. 

“During these difficult 
times, we are fortunate to 
be in a position that our 
team at Cargo Ventures can 
help community groups in 
need,” said Cargo Ventures 
spokesperson Pat Capogre-
co. “We are doing what 
we can to support our East 
Boston neighbors.”

Sandra Nijjar, Founder 
and Executive Director at 
the EBKSC sees the same 
need here in Eastie. 

“My soup kitchen board 
of directors and I are 
speechless and incredibly 
grateful to Cargo Ventures 
because it’s been over two 
months and they have not 
missed one week of help-
ing us help our most vul-
nerable neighbors, we help 
over 250 folks who are suf-
fering from homelessness, 
hunger, addiction, mental 
illness and unemploy-
ment,” she said. “Cargo 
Ventures has been one of 
the main reasons my soup 
kitchen has been able to 

continue to provide food 
resources to our most vul-
nerable neighbors.”

Each Tuesday the EBC-
SK would open and serve 
the community directly; 
but because of the cur-
rent situation, they have 
been forced to work more 
hands-off and were forced 
to find other methods to 
continue their work. Now 
Nijjar and her volunteers 
serve the community three 
days a week through con-
tactless exchanges.

Due to the continued 
community partnership 
with Cargo Ventures, the 
East Boston Y is able to 
provide alternative options 

once normal food service 
runs out for the day for 
those in severe need. 

Additionally, the Soup 
Kitchen is able now to 
reach remotely the commu-
nity and to provide much 
needed assistance in real 
time. 

“Seeing smiles on the 
faces of people from our 
community when we are 
able to provide them with 
life-sustaining services 
is what community is all 
about,” said Gaeta. “Its 
partners like Cargo Ven-
tures and so many other lo-
cal businesses in the com-
munity that make us Eastie 
Strong.”

Founder and Executive Director at the East Boston Com-
munity Soup Kitchen Sandra Nijjar (center) with soup 
kitchen volunteers get food ready for distribution. 

On March 14, the EBY-
BL season came to a 
screeching halt due to the 
corona virus. That Saturday 
the 12 and under division 
was set to play their semi-
final games. The 76ers lead 
by Sonny Sarro, Juan Tor-
res, and John Paul Forbes, 
having defeated the Magic 
in week one featuring Mat-
thew Scudiere and the much 
improved Heyden Schetti-
no and Chris DiPrima, were 
set to take on the 2nd place 
Warriors. The Warriors 
with the outstanding trio 
of Angel Figueroa, Man-
ny Santiago, and Jonathan 
Brown had defeated Chris-
tian Basile and the Spartans 
in a hard fought game the 
previous week. The other 
game featured Charlie Fra-
zier, Chris Marroquin, Ro-
man Cinelli, Caden Pelosi 
and the Blazers who had 
erased the Hornets lead by 
Christian Holt and Jordan 
Copeland against the Regu-
lar Season Champion Lak-
ers, who had only dropped 
one game all season. Both 
games promised to be hard 
fought affairs. Unfortunate-
ly, like the NBA, the season 
was halted. As a result the 
Lakers due to their regu-

lar season dominance are 
being awarded the 2020 
Championship. Coach Dan 
Nucci’s squad was very 
exciting to watch all year 
with their tough defense 
and unselfish offensive 
play. The team was led by 
the D’Amelio cousins Car-
men, Michael, and David. 
All three shot very well but 
more importantly kept their 
teammates involved with 
their tremendous passing 
ability and leadership. Cam 
Testa and Johnny Ferarra 
were tenacious all season 
defensively. Chipping in 
offensively when needed. 
Rookies Giovanni Shire 
and Antonio Capogreco 
were very good coming off 
the bench. Both had key 
hoops in the opening round 
victory over the Celtics and 
their star Gideon Nieves 
who put a scare into the 1st 
place team.

 That same day the Mar-
ty Pino Division run at the 
Paris St. Gym by Christian 
Lopez and Chris Snow 
were set to play their final 
game. It was a much antic-
ipated match between the 
number two seed Lakers 
coached by former Sav-
io standout Chris Snow 

and the top seeded Celtics 
coached by East Boston 
High legend Anthony Co-
peland. The Celtics accord-
ing to Copeland were set 
to avenge their only loss of 
the season. Unfortunately 
the game was never played. 
As a result of their regular 
season record the Celt-
ics are being awarded the 
championship. The Lakers 
team featured East Boston 
High Sophomore sensation 
Jr. Andular. He was the 
league’s top scorer. Other 
Laker players were Jason 
DaSilva, Elijah Canales, 
Angel and Luis Franco, and 
rookie Angel Figueroa. The 
Champion Celtics featured 
high scorer Miguel Pimen-
tal, Carmen D’Amelio, Kai 
Lau Quan, Jerry Lieske, 
Amaya Yarde, Ayman 
Amgher, Terrel Wilker-
son, Daiquan Hinnant, and 
Charles Harris.

Congratulations to the 
Lakers and Celtics as well 
as all of the players for a 
fine season. Special thanks 
to all of our volunteers 
for their hard work. With-
out their efforts the league 
could not operate.

East Boston Youth Basketball 
concludes 2020 season

By John Lynds

With most people shel-
tered in their homes during 
the day in East Boston amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
one would think would-be-
robbers would take a hiatus 
from breaking into homes. 

However, for two juve-
niles from Roxbury the fact 
there are more residents 
are at home and keeping a 
close eye on the neighbor-
hood didn’t seem to matter 
last Wednesday afternoon. 

Just before 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 6 officers 
from District A-7 station 
arrested the two juvenile 
males after responding to 
a call for a breaking and 
entering in progress in the 
area of 154 Lexington St. 

While on the way to the 
scene police were told that 
the suspects had made en-
try to the home through 
a first-floor window and 
were found by the home-
owner inside a second-floor 
apartment. The suspects 

then fled on foot with the 
victim in pursuit. 

Officers arrived on 
scene and secured one of 
the suspects, later identi-
fied as a 17-year-old male 
from Roxbury. Additional 
responding officers were 
able to locate the second 
suspect, later identified as 
a 16-year-old male from 
Roxbury, in the area of 125 
Trenton St. 

Both suspects were 
placed in custody after 
being positively identi-
fied and will appear in 
Boston Juvenile Court on 
charges of Delinquent to 
Wit: Breaking and Entering 
(Residence). 

According to police doc-
uments residential burglar-
ies, or B&Es, are up by two 
when comparing January, 
2020 through May, 2020 
with the same time peri-
od last year. In 2019 there 
were 18 B&Es during that 
time period compared to 20 
that have occurred so far 
this year. 

Two Roxbury juveniles 
arrested in Eastie for B&E
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OBITUARIES

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Please visit eastietimes.com

To place a memoriam in the 
Times Free Press, please call 

781-485-0588

Isabel Gleason
General Electric retiree

Isabel M. “Sis” Gleason 
died peacefully on May 9 
at West Revere Health Cen-
ter, 10 days before her 95th 
birthday. 

“Sis” was born in East 
Boston on May 19, 1925.  
She attended Our Lady 
of the Assumption Gram-
mar School and went on to 
graduate from Fitton High 
School. She then went to 
work at General Electric in 
Lynn, where she was em-
ployed for over 40 years be-
fore her retirement.   Upon 
retiring she took care of her 
mother for some time be-
fore her death.

The daughter of the late 
Joseph E. And Elizabeth P. 
(Crawford) Gleason, she 

was the sister of James 
Gleason of East Boston, 
Pauline Miozza of Dover, 
DE, Eleanor Bernabei of 
Portland, ME and the late 
Alice Corlito, George, Jo-
seph, Charles and Robert 
Gleason.   She is survived 
by many nieces, neph-
ews, grand-nieces and 
grand-nephews.

A public Mass in cele-
bration of Isabel’s life will 
take place at a future date.  
Due to restrictions in place 
by the CDC and the Dept. 
of Public Health burial will 
be private.   Please send 
messages of condolence 
to the family on our Trib-
ute Page,  MagrathFuneral-
Home.com.

Antonio Schena
Of East Boston

Antonio Schena of East 
Boston, formerly of Italy, 
passed away on Thursday, 
May 7.

The dear brother of the 
late Giovanni and his late 
wife, Marghertia Schena, 
he was the cherished uncle 
of Anna Derienzo and her 
husband, Pasquale and Jo-
sephine Schena Iannessa 
and her children, Giovanni 
and Ava Iannessa. 

In accordance with the 
CDC, Mass. Department of 
Public Health, Archdiocese 
of Boston guidelines and 
local restrictions on gather-
ings and congregations due 
to COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 
you have any questions or 
would like to express your 

condolences please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours 617-
569-0990 or leave a mes-
sage for the family on the 
tribute wall at  www.ruggi-
eromh.com.   Antonio will 
be laid to rest at Woodlawn 
Cemetery Mausoleum, Ev-
erett. 

George Nolan, Jr.
Of Georgetown

George J. Nolan, Jr. of 
Georgetown passed away 
on Thursday, May 7.

The beloved husband of 
Francesca (DeVellis) No-
lan, he was the loving son 
of George J. Nolan Sr. of 
New Hampshire and Karen 
(Gillespie) Nolan of East 
Boston; devoted father of 
Cameron G. Nolan and the 
cherished brother of Jodi 
Festa of East Boston. He is 
also survived by many lov-
ing nieces, nephews, aunts, 
uncles and cousins. 

In accordance with the 
CDC, Mass. Department of 
Public Health, Archdiocese 
of Boston guidelines and 
local restrictions on gather-
ings and congregations due 
to COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 
you have any questions or 

would like to express your 
condolences please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours 
617-569-0990 or leave a 
message for the family on 
the tribute wall www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

George will be laid to 
rest at Woodlawn Cemetery 
in Everett.

Filomena Romano
Of East Boston

Filomena E. (Puglielli) 
Romano of East Boston 
passed away on Thursday, 
May 7. 

The beloved wife of 
the late Benedetto Roma-
no, she was the devoted 
step-mother of Annmarie 
D’Angelo and her husband, 
William of Revere; dear 
sister of Anna M. Puglielli 
of the North End and the 
late Gennaro Puglielli and 
his surviving wife, Joanne, 
Maria Stein, Raffaella Ma-
galetta, and Michelina Pug-
lielli and cherished aunt 
of Paul Magaletta, Steven 
Puglielli, Maria Anderson 
and the late Domenic Pug-
lielli. She is also survived 
by many loving great nieces 

and nephews. 
In accordance with the 

CDC, Mass. Department of 
Public Health, Archdiocese 
of Boston guidelines and 
local restrictions on gather-
ings and congregations due 
to COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 
you have any questions or 
would like to express your 
condolences please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours 617-
569-0990 or leave a mes-
sage for the family on the 
tribute wall at www.ruggi-
eromh.com. Filomenia will 
be laid to rest at Saint Mi-
chael’s Cemetery, Boston.

Robert Patrie
Owned Delta Fuel Oil Co.

Robert E. Patrie of 
Winthrop passed away on 
Thursday, May 7.

Robert was the owner of 
Delta Fuel Oil Company. 
He was also a Paul Revere 
bus driver, a coach for Mal-
den Pop Warner and Little 
League. He founded the 
Golden Tornadoes Boost-
er Club. Robert was also 
a member of the Winthrop 
Elks.

The longtime partner of 
Frances Spinazzola, he was 
the devoted father of Rob-
ert Patrie Jr. and his wife, 
Sherri of Wilmington, Lau-
rie Cooley and her husband, 
George of Stoneham, Steve 
Patrie and his wife, Theresa 
of Lynn, and the late John 
Patrie; dear brother of Paul 
Patrie and his wife, Linda, 
Janet Lanni and her hus-
band, Jack  and Judy Berry, 
all of Malden, and the late 
George Patrie and his late 
wife, Constance; cherished 
grandfather “Grumpy” of 
Ryan Patrie and his wife, 
Ashley, Kyle Patrie, Jus-
tin Patrie, Timothy Patrie, 
Cory D’Entremont, Jessi-
ca Todd and her Husband, 
Cody, Cameron D’Entrem-
ont, Steven Patrie, Andrew 
Patrie and Matthew Patrie 
and beloved great-grandfa-
ther of Jameson and Ada-

lyne.
He was the former hus-

band of the late Loretta 
Patrie and is also survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews. In accordance 
with the CDC, Mass.

Department of Public 
Health, Archdiocese of 
Boston guidelines and local 
restrictions on gatherings 
and congregations due to 
COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 
you have any questions or 
would like to express your 
condolences, please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours or 
leave a message for the 
family on the tribute wall:  
www.ruggieromh.com.

Robert will be laid to 
rest at Winthrop Cemetery, 
Belle Isle section, Win-
throp.

Joseph Doucette
Long time Raytheon electrical engineer

Joseph Doucette, 62, of 
Revere died on May 6.

Joe worked many years 
as an electrical engineer at 
Raytheon. In his free time, 
he enjoyed fishing, wood-
working, traveling and 
being around family and 
friends.

He was the beloved son 
of the late Alfred and Rose 
(Dana) Doucette, devot-
ed husband of Cheryl Ann 
(Dominik), loving stepfa-
ther of Shawn Dominik of 
Franklin, dear brother of 
Alfred and his companion, 
Sandra, John and his wife, 
Maryanne and Dorothy 
Mazzullo (Doucette) and 
her husband, Jim. He is 
also survived by his loving 
nieces and nephew, Linda 
Mrockowski, Anne Marie 
Mathews, and her children 
Summer and Macey and 
Jimmy Mazzulla and his fi-
ancé, Paulina. 

In accordance with the 
CDC’s restrictions on so-

cial gatherings due to 
Covid -19 all services will 
be private. A celebration of 
life will be announced for a 
later date. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made 
in Joseph’s memory to the 
First Congregational Food 
Pantry 230 Beach St, Re-
vere, and MA 02151. Fam-
ily and friends are encour-
aged to leave a message 
or share a memory in the 
online guestbook at  www.
Buonfiglio.com.

Paul Buonfiglio & 
Sons-Bruno Funeral Home.

Doreen Faretra
Of East Boston

Doreen A. Faretra of 
East Boston passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
family on Saturday, May 2.

The daughter of the late 
Charles and Helen (Tango) 
Faretra, she was the de-
voted mother of Jermaine 
Wiggins and his wife, Tal-
lena and Breanna Faretra; 
cherished grandmother to 
Takida, Jermaine Jr., Jaden, 
Giovanni and Althea; dear 
sister to Charles Faretra 
and Douglas Caponigro 
and his wife, Joan and be-
loved Goddaughter to Ora-
zio Cardinale.  She is also 
survived by a host of loving 

cousins, nieces, nephews 
and friends.

  In accordance with the 
CDC, Mass. Department of 
Public Health, Archdiocese 
of Boston guidelines and 
local restrictions on gather-
ings and congregations due 
to COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 
you have any questions or 
would like to express your 
condolences please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours or 
leave a message for the 
family on the tribute wall:  
www.ruggieromh.com. 

Mystic Valley Elder Ser-
vices (MVES) wants to re-
mind our communities that 
it is open for business and 
is working to be sure that 
those individuals in need  
receive the necessary ser-
vices. 

• MVES continue to ac-
cept calls and referrals via 
our online referral form 
and/or by calling us at 781-
324-7705.

• MVES have fund-
ing available to help older 
adults and adults living 
with disabilities with ur-
gent needs for food, gro-
cery shopping assistance 
and more.

• MVES continue to 
serve home delivered 
meals.

• MVES are in regular 
communication with our 
consumers. Our care man-
agers are calling them on a 
regular basis to assess their 
well-being and need for 
services.

• Support Groups for 
caregivers are being run 
virtually.

• MVES are not con-
ducting home visits but are 
assessing our consumers’ 
needs through telephonic 
means.

•   MVES is in constant 
contact with the MA Ex-
ecutive Office of Elder Af-
fairs and the Department of 
Public Health, and we are 
following their guidance as 

well as the Center for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) recommended 
best practices.

• MVES are in close 
communication with our 
extensive network of in-
home service provider 
agencies and our commu-
nity partners to deliver ser-
vices in a safe and effective 
manner.

• Be assured, MVES will 
always let consumers know 
if services will be interrupt-
ed, reduced or cannot be 
delivered.

MVES is working to 
ensure the wellbeing of all 
those who depend on us 
by continuing to provide 
essential services to older 
adults, adults living with 
disabilities, and caregiv-
ers who reside in Chelsea, 
Everett, Malden, Medford, 
Melrose, North Reading, 
Reading, Revere, Stone-
ham, Wakefield and Win-
throp.

MVES is proud to be a 
highly respected resource 
in your community and 
we want you to know that 
keeping our community – 
consumers, families, staff, 
volunteers and community 
members – safe is our high-
est priority.

Please visit our web-
site for the latest updates 
concerning MVES and 
COVID-19 here.

Mystic Valley Elder Services 
reminds it is open for business

Albert A. Vitello of East 
Boston passed away on 
Saturday, May 2. 

The beloved husband 
of Harriet (Littlefield) Vi-
tello, he was the devoted 
father of Diane D’Andrea 
and her husband, Anthony, 
cherished brother of Lil-
lian Costello and her late 
husband, James Costello 
of Bellingham and loving 
grandfather of Melissa and 
Nicolette D’Andrea.  

In accordance with the 
CDC, Mass. Department of 

Public Health, Archdiocese 
of Boston guidelines and 
local restrictions on gather-
ings and congregations due 
to COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 
you have any questions or 
would like to express your 
condolences please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours 
617-569-0990 or leave a 
message for the family on 
the tribute wall  www.rug-
gieromh.com.

Albert Vitello
Of East Boston
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For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19

What to do if you are sick with 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

If you are sick with COVID-19 or suspect you are infected with the virus that causes COVID-19, follow 
the steps below to help prevent the disease from spreading to people in your home and community. 

Stay home except to get medical care 
You should restrict activities outside your home, except for 
getting medical care. Do not go to work, school, or public areas. 
Avoid using public transportation, ride-sharing, or taxis.

Separate yourself from other people and animals in 
your home
People: As much as possible, you should stay in a specific room 
and away from other people in your home. Also, you should use 
a separate bathroom, if available.

Animals: Do not handle pets or other animals while sick. See 
COVID-19 and Animals for more information.

Call ahead before visiting your doctor 
If you have a medical appointment, call the healthcare provider 
and tell them that you have or may have COVID-19. This will 
help the healthcare provider’s office take steps to keep other 
people from getting infected or exposed.

Wear a facemask
You should wear a facemask when you are around other people 
(e.g., sharing a room or vehicle) or pets and before you enter 
a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a 
facemask (for example, because it causes trouble breathing), 
then people who live with you should not stay in the same room 
with you, or they should wear a facemask if they enter 
your room.

Cover your coughs and sneezes 
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze. Throw used tissues in a lined trash can; immediately 
wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
or clean your hands with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% alcohol covering all surfaces of your hands 
and rubbing them together until they feel dry. Soap and water 
should be used preferentially if hands are visibly dirty.

Avoid sharing personal household items 
You should not share dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating 
utensils, towels, or bedding with other people or pets in 
your home. After using these items, they should be washed 
thoroughly with soap and water. 

Clean your hands often
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. If soap and water are not available, clean your hands 
with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol, covering all surfaces of your hands and rubbing them 
together until they feel dry. Soap and water should be used 
preferentially if hands are visibly dirty. Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Clean all “high-touch” surfaces every day
High touch surfaces include counters, tabletops, doorknobs, 
bathroom fixtures, toilets, phones, keyboards, tablets, and 
bedside tables. Also, clean any surfaces that may have blood, 
stool, or body fluids on them. Use a household cleaning spray 
or wipe, according to the label instructions. Labels contain 
instructions for safe and effective use of the cleaning product 
including precautions you should take when applying the 
product, such as wearing gloves and making sure you have good 
ventilation during use of the product.

Monitor your symptoms
Seek prompt medical attention if your illness is worsening (e.g., 
difficulty breathing). Before seeking care, call your healthcare 
provider and tell them that you have, or are being evaluated 
for, COVID-19. Put on a facemask before you enter the facility. 
These steps will help the healthcare provider’s office to keep 
other people in the office or waiting room from getting infected 
or exposed. 

Ask your healthcare provider to call the local or state health 
department. Persons who are placed under active monitoring or 
facilitated self-monitoring should follow instructions provided 
by their local health department or occupational health 
professionals, as appropriate. When working with your local 
health department check their available hours.  

If you have a medical emergency and need to call 911, notify the 
dispatch personnel that you have, or are being evaluated for 
COVID-19. If possible, put on a facemask before emergency 
medical services arrive.

Discontinuing home isolation
Patients with confirmed COVID-19 should remain under home 
isolation precautions until the risk of secondary transmission 
to others is thought to be low. � he decision to discontinue 
home isolation precautions should be made on a case-by-case 
basis, in consultation with healthcare providers and state and 
local health departments.

Statistics for MassachusettsStatistics for Massachusetts

For the most up to date information 
scan this with your smartphone at 
any time to visit the State’s website 
for all information related to the 
virus. 

COVID-19 cases in Massachusetts 
as of MAY 11 

Confirmed cases of COVID-19 78,462
 +669 from the 10th

COVID-19 INFECTION BY AGE BRACKET
≤19 years of age: 2895    20-29 years of age: 9948

30-39 years of age: 11606     40-49 years of age: 11270

50-59 years of age: 12721     60-69 years of age: 10437

 70-79 years of age: 7381       ≥ 80 years of age: 11952

DEATHS IN CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES
5108

Total Number of Cases by County
Barnstable 1075
Berkshire 478  
Bristol 4999
Dukes 23
Essex 11432
Franklin 296
Hampden 4763
Hampshire 688
Middlesex 17774
Nantucket 12
Norfolk 7004
Plymouth 6457
Suffolk 15356
Worcester 7818
Unknown 287 

Massachusetts residents subject to COVID-19 
quarantine by current status as of May 5

Total of individuals subject to quarantine         32019

Total of individuals who have completed 
monitoring (no longer in quarantine) 22148

Total of individuals currently undergoing 
monitoring/under quarantine 9871

19CORONAVIRUS
DISEASE

C     V DI

CS 314937-A     03/03/2020

What you need to know about 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

What is coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)? 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness 
that can spread from person to person. The virus that causes 
COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that was first identified during 
an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China.

Can people in the U.S. get COVID-19? 
Yes. COVID-19 is spreading from person to person in parts of 
the United States. Risk of infection with COVID-19 is higher 
for people who are close contacts of someone known to have 
COVID-19, for example healthcare workers, or household 
members. Other people at higher risk for infection are those 
who live in or have recently been in an area with ongoing spread 
of COVID-19. Learn more about places with ongoing spread at   
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/
transmission.html#geographic.

Have there been cases of COVID-19 in the U.S.? 
Yes. The first case of COVID-19 in the United States was 
reported on January 21, 2020. The current count of cases of 
COVID-19 in the United States is available on CDC’s webpage at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html.

How does COVID-19 spread? 
The virus that causes COVID-19 probably emerged from an 
animal source, but is now spreading from person to person. 
The virus is thought to spread mainly between people who 
are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet) 
through respiratory droplets produced when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes. It also may be possible that a person 
can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has 
the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 
possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main 
way the virus spreads. Learn what is known about the spread 
of newly emerged coronaviruses at https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html. 

What are the symptoms of COVID-19?
Patients with COVID-19 have had mild to severe respiratory 
illness with symptoms of
• fever
• cough
• shortness of breath

What are severe complications from this virus? 
Some patients have pneumonia in both lungs, multi-organ 
failure and in some cases death. 

How can I help protect myself? 
People can help protect themselves from respiratory illness with 
everyday preventive actions.    
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with 

unwashed hands. 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available.

If you are sick, to keep from spreading respiratory illness 
to others, you should
• Stay home when you are sick. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the 

tissue in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects 

and surfaces.

What should I do if I recently traveled from an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19?
If you have traveled from an affected area, there may be  
restrictions on your movements for up to 2 weeks. If you 
develop symptoms during that period (fever, cough, trouble 
breathing), seek medical advice. Call the office of your health 
care provider before you go, and tell them about your travel and 
your symptoms. They will give you instructions on how to get 
care without exposing other people to your illness. While sick, 
avoid contact with people, don’t go out and delay any travel to 
reduce the possibility of spreading illness to others.

Is there a vaccine? 
There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. The 
best way to prevent infection is to take everyday preventive 
actions, like avoiding close contact with people who are sick and 
washing your hands often. 

Is there a treatment? 
There is no specific antiviral treatment for COVID-19. 
People with COVID-19 can seek medical care to help 
relieve symptoms.

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Good things can come 
out of hard times. One of 
the handiest tips we picked 
up while sheltering in place 
was the concept of using 
baked potatoes as a way to 
use up leftovers. As sweet 
potato lovers, we extended 
this idea to include that tu-
ber.

Picture this – supper 
time’s approaching and 
there’s a mishmash of left-
overs in the refrigerator. 
Let’s say you have a bit of 
stew that everyone is slight-
ly tired of after a few days 
of dining on it. Another 
container has a few spoon-
fuls of Indian chickpea cur-
ry. However, there is noth-
ing for the picky eater in the 
family who wants pizza.

We’re here to tell you that 
you can make your family 
happy by scrubbing a few 
potatoes – russets, sweet 
potatoes or both. Cut shal-
low crosses on the top, rub 
them with butter or oil, and 
bake until the skin is crisp 
and the center tender. (Plan 
on turning and/or checking 
for doneness of the sweet 
potatoes before the russets.)

When roasted to per-
fection, you can toss a hot 
potato to each eater and tell 
them to top it with what 
they can find on hand. The 
family carnivore will be 
quick to grab a bit of the 
stew to microwave and 
serve over one regular pota-
to. Your vegetable-forward 
eater will grab a sweet pota-
to as a base for those chick-
peas. A few pantry staples 
like a jar of pizza sauce and 
some cheese and pepperoni 
and a few minutes in that 
already-hot-oven can turn 
a baked spud into a twice-
baked pizza potato!

What if Time Is Short?
While we both prefer 

long slow-baked potatoes 
with oven-crisped skins, we 
have been known to resort 
to a microwave when time 
is of the essence. For those 
who dine solo, you can mi-
crowave a single baked po-
tato in about five minutes. 
If you have a toaster oven, 
you can microwave to cook 
the inside and then pop it in 
the oven for a few minutes 
to crisp the skin.

Be sure to poke a few 
holes in raw potatoes with a 
knife or fork to let the steam 
that builds up inside as it 
heats to escape. If you mi-
crowave more than one po-
tato at a time, try to choose 
similar sizes and add a bit 
extra to your cooking time 
for each addition.

Another way to get 
those potatoes under some-
thing fast is to roast potato 
planks. For this, you cut 
your scrubbed potatoes 
lengthwise into half-inch-
thick slices. Toss these with 
oil, bake in a hot oven, turn-
ing to brown both sides, 
and when done, top with 
whatever you have on hand.

Make it Your Way
While we love the idea 

of using potatoes as a plat-
form for leftovers, they can 
also become a platform for 
creativity. Our minds went 
immediately to some of our 
favorite fillings for tacos, 
dumplings, or empanadas.  

Online you’ll find end-
less pages of recipes for 
stuffed baked potatoes and 
stuffed sweet potatoes. If 
you put the phrase “stuffed 
potato fillings” into a search 
box, you’ll find pages that 
lead you to 50, 14, 18 or 35 
recipes and suggestions for 
fillings. Some are as simple 
as bacon and cheese, others 
help create a specific flavor 
profile like the pizza potato 
we mentioned above. Many 
are vegetarian, vegan, or 
easily adapted to other di-
etary restrictions. A few 
have inspired us to do some 
batch cooking to freeze 
containers of fillings for fu-
ture baked potato meals.

Do you have a question 
or topic for Fresh & Local? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
suggestion.

Fresh and Local

Potatoes as a leftover platform

Here, roasted planks of sweet potatoes became a base for 
a bit of goulash left in a take-out container, adding flavor, 
nutrition, and fiber to the meal.
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CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.569.6044      CENTURY21MARIO.COM 

123 FALCON ST #4 EAST BOSTON
Reduced! Modern 2BR & 2.5BA 

townhouse with 2 CAR PARKING!  
Three levels of living plus private yard.  

$564,900 | #123F

301 SARATOGA ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Luxury 2BR/2BA condo.  Private 

outdoor space.  Master Bedroom with 
en-suite.  Steps to Airport T, Bremen 

Street Park, and Restaurants.  
$589,900 | #301S

50 PUTNAM ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Last unit left in this stunning Eagle Hill 

condominium conversion.  Modern 
amenities include NEST, quartz coun-

ters, and Central Air.  
$429,900 | #50P

36 LAMBERT STREET REVERE
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2

4+ Bedroom home over two 
levels of living space.  Brand 

new kitchen with granite 
counters stainless steel appli-
ances and hardwood floors.  

Open concept kitchen/
dining/living.  Finished lower 

level and garage parking too! $484,900

73 BROADWAY #2 CHELSEA 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Brand new renovation com-
pleted at this stunning 2BR 
& 2BA bi-level unit!  All the 

modern amenities you could 
want  (A/C, Quartz Counters, 

SS Appliances, and more).  
Private deck in waterfront loca-

tion.  $474,900 | #73B

477 MERIDIAN ST – EAST BOSTON  
Eagle Hill Three family with overlooking the 

Mystic River, Marina, and Tobin.  Penthouse unit 
was recently renovated.  Excellent investment 

opportunity.  Call for details  $999,900 | #477M

890 WINTHROP AVE #2 - REVERE 
Updated Two Bedroom, One Bath 

Condo with additional loft space in the 
Former St. Paul Episcopal Church

Granite Counters, H/W Floors - Incred-
ible Architectural Detail and Charm  

$429,900 | #890W

115 NAHANT ST #5 – LYNN
2 Bedroom condo with stunning water 
views!  Many recent updates include 

granite counters, SS appliances, H/W 
floors, and new windows plus private 

garage!  $232,000 | #115N

18 LINDEN STREET SOUTH BOSTON 
OPEN HOUSES SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12-2Telegraph Hill Single 

family that is beautifully 
renovated with 4 levels of 
living space overlooking 

Thomas Park.  
$979,900 | #18L

19-21 CLARK STREET MALDEN 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Excellent investment opportu-
nity!  3 bedrooms in each unit 
with tons of off-street parking.  
Great rental potentials.  Don’t 
miss out.  $739,900 | #19C
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo
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WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 
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$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900
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Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout
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a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 
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REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 18th , 2019 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
CLOSED

Monday, February 18th

in observance of
President’s Day

By John Lynds

At Monday night’s Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) meeting, former 
longtime JPNA  Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani was honored 
by Mayor Martin Walsh, City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards, 
Rep. Adrian Madaro and the 
JPNA board. 

Walsh, along with JPNA 
Chair Mary Cole, presented 
Scalfani, one of the longest 
continuously serving mem-
bers of any East Boston com-
munity group board, with a 
golden gavel. 

“I just want to honor Re-

nee (Scalfani) who served as 
co-chair of the JPNA for the 
past 10 years,” said Walsh. 
“It is with great appreciation 
that we honor someone with 
her heart and soul who was 
truly the “Mayor” of Jeffries 
Point.”

As the neighborhood’s no-
table community groups like 
JPNA and Orient Heights 
have been taken over by new 
blood and newer community 
groups like Harbor View have 
emerged, Scalfani remained a 
fixture in Eastie’s community 
process for as long as anyone 
can remember. 

Longtime JPNA Co-Chair Renee Scalfani (third from right) honored by Mayor Martin Walsh, the JPNA board and Eastie’s elected officials during Monday night’s meeting. From left, Steve Gringas from Rep. Madaro’s office, JPNA’s Cindy Baxter, JPNA’s Dan Bailey, City Councilor Lydia Edwards, Renee Scalfani and JPNA’s Mary Cole. 

Former JPNA Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani honored

By John Lynds

Environmentalists, activ-
ists, residents and elected 
officials on both sides of the 
Chelsea Creek are standing in 
solidarity in firm opposition 
against Eversource’s plan to 
place a substation at the City 
Yards in East Boston along 
the Chelsea Creek. 

Last week in Eastie, the 
state’s Energy Facility Siting 
Board (EFSB) held a pub-
lic meeting to discuss Ever-
source’s Notice of Project 
Change that moves the pro-
posed substation from the 

eastern corner of the City 
Yards in East Eagle Square 
to the western corner. The 
original location on the east-
ern portion of the city-owned 
parcel was approved by the 
EFSB last year. 

In its Notice of Project 
Change Eversource seeks ap-
proval to move the Substation 
190 feet to the western side of 
the City Yards lot. The scope 
of the upcoming meeting is 
limited to Eversource’s pro-
posed relocation of the sub-
station from its current site 
on the eastern side of the city 
parcel to its new proposed lo-
cation. 

Eversource said the two 
115-kV transmission lines 
that would connect to the sub-
station would no longer be 
routed along Condor and East 
Eagle streets if the substation 
is placed in the western por-
tion of the parcel. 

Local environmentalists 
from Eastie and Chelsea have 
called on the EFSB to explore 
alternatives to placing Ever-

source’s proposed substation 
along the Chelsea Creek. 

For two years, local en-
vironmentalists on the East-
ie and Chelsea sides of the 
Creek have launched a visual, 
media and talking campaign 
against Eversource’s plans 
to place the substation at the 
City Yards in Eagle Square.

At the meeting, U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Pressley, 
who represents both East Bos-
ton and Chelsea, sent a video 
testimony from her office in 
Washington, D.C. 

“I’m your sister in solidari-
ty,” said Pressley. “This at its 
best is poor urban planning 
and at its worst an injustice. It 
is unconscionable that a com-
munity already overburdened 
with environmental injustices 
would be put in harm’s way 
and have those existing health 
hazards exacerbated. The 
community should be a part 
of planning and I know when 
we organize we win and this 

East Boston, Chelsea stand in solidarity 
over proposed Eversource Substation

(Top and left) Ac-
tivists from Chelsea 
and East Boston 
stood in solidarity 
with one another 
Tuesday night to 
oppose the pro-
posed Eversource 
Substation along 
the Chelsea Creek 

See JPNA Page 3

See EVERSOURCE Page2

Community 
participation 
urged in Suffolk 
Downs public 
comment period 

By John Lynds

Last week the owners of 
the Suffolk Downs site, HYM 
Investment Group, LLC, 
released its Planned Devel-
opment Area Master Plan 
(PDA).  This started that a 
90-day public comment peri-
od that City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards is urging East Bos-
ton residents to submit their 
comments. 

In its filing, HYM propos-
es approximately 10.5 million 
square feet of development on 
the approximately 109 acres 
of the Suffolk Downs site in 
the City of Boston. The multi-
phased proposal will include 
development of a new mixed-
use neighborhood, a 40-acre 
publicly accessible open 
space system, and two retail 
squares at Suffolk Downs and 
Beachmont MBTA stations. 

The initial project phase 
will include approximately 
1.39 million square feet of de-
velopment consisting 520,000 
square feet of corporate use 
and amenity space, three 
residential buildings, and a 
portion of the townhomes 
proposed along Waldemar Av-
enue totaling more than 800 
housing units. Phase I also in-
See SUFFOLK DOWNS Page 5

By John Lynds 

Mayor Martin Walsh made 
a surprise visit to Monday 
night’s Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association (JPNA) 
meeting to update residents 
on some city issues and have 
an informal conversation with 
residents here. 

“I was sitting in my office 
when I made the decision to 
get back out to civic associ-
ations in the city and talk to 
people about the issues,” said 
Walsh. “By nature, admin-
istrations go from outward 
looking to inward looking so 
I realized I wanted to get back 
out and hear from residents 
instead of relying solely on 

neighborhood coordinators 
and other staff. I’m here to 
talk about whatever you want 
to talk about.”

Walsh said when he was 
campaigning for Mayor of 
Boston in 2013 he constantly 
heard that aside from a few 
waterfront development proj-
ects, nothing much was going 
on to improve housing and 
the economy of the neighbor-
hood. 

“Now fast forward to today 
and now I hear there is too 
much development going on,” 
said Walsh. “East Boston has 
become one of those neigh-
borhoods that people want to 

Mayor Walsh stops by community 
meeting for informal chat with residents

Here to Talk

See WALSH Page 5
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Crossword Puzzle

 21 Square peg
 22 Rhone feeder
 25 College credits
 26 Japanese dish
 27 Directed a weapon
 29 Romaine
 31 Palindromic sister
 32 Particulars
 33 Very slow pace
 34 __ Island, NY
 36 Migratory songbird
 38 Five before six
 39 Cheese-and-wine dish: var.
 40 Dewy
 42 Jazz devotee
 45 “A Thousand Acres” writer
 46 Flasks
 47 Carolina river
 50 Not suitable
 52 Hebrew month
 53 Unmoving
 54 Former name of Guam capital

1 Olympian Johnson
 6 Practical jokes
 10 Verdi heroine
 14 Slur over
 15 The last word
 16 Walk heavily
 17 Bowling challenge
 18 Actress Turner
 19 “Born Free” lioness
 20 Start of JFK quote
 23 Buddhist enlightenment
 24 Cassowary cousins
 25 NAFTA participant
 28 Firefighter’s feat
 30 Boredom
 32 TV regulator
 35 In favor of
 36 Aphorism
 37 Part 2 of quote
 40 Part 3 of quote
 41 Is unable
 42 That girl
 43 A Caesar
 44 Poetic contraction
 45 Abdominal exercises
 48 Foxlike
 49 Waste treatment center
 51 Singer Twain
 55 End of quote
 57 Wise men
 60 Palo __, CA
 61 All confused
 62 Elliptical
 63 Banana wrap
 64 Fix in the memory
 65 Fit
 66 Neophyte
 67 “The Flying Dutchman” soprano

DOWN
 1 Takes ten
 2 Brightest star designation
 3 __ mignon
 4 Newspaper bigwig
 5 Apply for a pension
 6 Nor’easter
 7 Pastime athlete
 8 Set of chromosomes
 9 Blunder
 10 Summit
 11 Under the weather
 12 John __ Passos
 13 Oklahoma town

 55 Window part
 56 Alone
 57 Do lawn work
 58 Latin greeting
 59 Guy’s sweetie
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A short story about 
a hard curve. 
And a home run. 

Carol Truncale’s story isn’t just about how
she prevailed through a severe childhood
case of scoliosis, or curvature of the spine.
It’s about what she did when she grew up. 

She became a nurse—a decision inspired
by the support and dedication she received
from her own medical team during her long
years of treatment and successful recovery.

Carol Truncale’s story leaves us with two
of the most contagious messages we know:
don’t give up, and remember to give back. If
Carol’s story inspires just one more person
to make a difference, then its telling here has
been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ASPHALT/PAVING

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates Hanton Home 

Repairs
• Handyman
• Windows
• Painting
• Decks

781-307-0947

CLEANING SERVICES CONTRACTING

Please Recycle This Paper 

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

G Curb Cuts G Landscaping G Water Lines G Excavation
G Concrete Foundations G Retaining Walls G Stone Delivery

G Bobcat Service G Concrete G Seal CoatG Sewer Lines G Free Fill
BOB 781-284-6311

617-A-S-P-H-A-L-T
Family Operated

Since 1963

ASPHALT PAVING - CONSTRUCTION

R. SASSO & SONS

PLASTERING

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

HANDYMAN
Painting | Landscaping

Yard Cleaning
Call 561-352-0749
Servicing Revere & Local 

Areas

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

617-767-5048
www.beautifulhome-mass.com

elvessantista@hotmail.comElvis Da Silva
– FREE ESTIMATES –

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

Neighborhood Affordable 
General Contractors

857-258-5584
Home Improvements Consultants

Residential/ Commercial • Interior/
Exterior • New Construction Build and 
Design • Attics • Basements • Additions

Vinyl Siding •Roofing • Porches
Windows • Kitchen and bathrooms

Pre-approved Contractors for first time 
home buyers programs

VICTOR V. MA CSL#088821 
Quality Work @ Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates! 30 Years Experience!

PLUMBING

Dj 
Mechanical
Quality & Affordable 
Service
D/B/A Dj Mechanical

Call Anthony
(617) 784-4521

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

Advertise for 3 months 
for only:

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR 
SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 

781-485-0588 X110 OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

1.7 million kids plus 130 years plus 1,000s

of volunteers equals endless possibilities

be part of the equation
The Fresh Air Fund sends thousands of city children to visit volunteer host families in the

Northeast every summer, and the families enjoy the experience as much as the children

who visit them. We need you to be part of the equation. Become a host family today.

www.freshair.org1.800.367.0003

A copy of our annual financial report may be obtained from The Fresh Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, NY 10017 (212-897-8900), or from the New York

State Attorney General's Charities Bureau, Attn: FOIL Officer, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. Ⓒ2008 The Fresh Air Fund. Photographs by James Levine.

Please contact: Lisa Teichner at 978.887.0785

------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your 
House? Call to reach 
over 50,000 readers. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403

------------------------------

BUILDING 
FOR SALE

REVERE
Great Location
2 Store Fronts 1 4BR Apt. 
5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
617 785 7027M

SOBER
HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations
Safe and sober housing 
accommodations for men 
and women available now 
in Revere, East Boston 
and Lynn. Call today 617-
610-0053 or visit www.
americasober.com

HELP 
WEANTED

MARINA MAINTENANCE 
(Boston): Looking for a 
full time person with: 5 
to 10 years of general 
marina maintenance 
and dock repair, 
Welding, Steel cutting, 
Boat operator, Fork 
truck, Crane license and 
rigging. Benefits include: 
Medical, IRA & Vacation. 
Send experience/resume 
to:peter@bosport.com
5/20

ROOMMATE
WANTED

SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588.
 ------------------------------ 

WINTHROP Roommate 
wanted to share 2 br 
house on Bellevue Ave. 
Partially furnished, 
very quiet house,off 
street parking, with 
w/d, tv, internet. $900 
month . Contact Carl- 
1776btown@gmail.com                                
5/13
------------------------------
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A short story about 
a hard curve. 
And a home run. 

Carol Truncale’s story isn’t just about how
she prevailed through a severe childhood
case of scoliosis, or curvature of the spine.
It’s about what she did when she grew up. 

She became a nurse—a decision inspired
by the support and dedication she received
from her own medical team during her long
years of treatment and successful recovery.

Carol Truncale’s story leaves us with two
of the most contagious messages we know:
don’t give up, and remember to give back. If
Carol’s story inspires just one more person
to make a difference, then its telling here has
been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.orgFREE PRESCRIPTION 
PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

• Easy transfer of your prescription from other pharmacies
• Deep discounts for all non-covered prescriptions

• We service rest-homes, group homes, respites, injection
clinics, retail customers and visiting nurse associations

Open 7 days a week • Always there to serve you

781-592-4172 (fax) 781-595-9845

RICHMOND 
PHARMACY

499 Eastern Ave., Lynn 

richmondpharmacylynn@gmail.com

Theres light at the end of the tunnel.....
...coming soon

SHARE your 
reopening 
plans with 
us & we’ll 

share it with 
east boston

email deb@reverejournal.com or call 781-485-0588

your ad in color
2 coulmn-x-3-inch    $45/run

as days turn to months, we’ve all been 
going a little stir-crazy. the people 

want out. and they’re planning for it. 
make sure that plan includes you 

SANTARPIO’S
EAST BOSTON AND PEABODY

PIZZA
YOUR FAVORITE

DeliverY & CURBSIDE PICK-UP
617-567-9871617-567-9871

OPEN MON-SAT, 11:30-8pm   OPEN MON-SAT, 11:30-8pm   

VERONICA ROBLES CULTURAL CENTER HELPS WITH RELIEF EFFORTS
By John Lynds

Just before the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit, 
Veronica Robles moved 
her popular Cultural Cen-
ter from McClellan High-
way into its new digs at 
the former Meridian Street 
Library. 

However, once the vi-
rus spread through Eastie 
and quarantine and social 
distancing put an end to 
the usual dance and music 
classes at Robles’s Cultur-
al Center she and her team 
switched gears. 

“I think it’s important 
people know what’s hap-
pening so please stay home 
a little longer,” said Robles. 
“There are people who try 
to take care of you and all 
you have to do is stay home, 
be patient and ask for help 
if you really need it. Local 
officials, organizations and 
volunteers are all working 
together to get food and 
financial assistance to res-
idents as it becomes avail-
able.”

Robles said thanks to the 
Maverick Landing Com-
munity Services, Eastie 
Farm, Centro Cultural she, 
Rita Lara, Kannan Thiru-
vengadam and her husband, 
Willy Lopez have been able 
to deliver some fresh vege-
tables, milk, eggs, tortillas 
and bread to residents in 
need. 

“Over the past four  
weeks, we have also been 
able to provide financial 
support to 10 families in 
East Boston in collabo-
ration with Resurrection 
East Boston Church,” said 
Robles. “We are working 
hard to find more resources, 
if you want to help, let us 
know or if you need help, 
do not hesitate to ask for 
help.”

Robles also praised May-
or Martin Walsh’s team for 
doing an amazing job. 

“In East Boston we are 
working as a team with the 
Mayor to identify those 
who need immediate assis-
tance to provide some kind 
of support,” said Robles.

Volunteers and staff from the Veronica Robles Cultural 
Center help with the food relief efforts in Eastie amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Willy Lopez sorts portions of tortillas.  

Veronica Robles husband, Willy Lopez, delivers some food. 

Veronica Robles and Willy Lopez hit the streets near Cen-
tral Square helping to distribute food. 

Inside the Veronica Robles Cultural Center a team of volun-
teers prepare bags of fresh vegetables, milk, eggs, tortillas 
and bread to residents in need.

A volunteer from the Cultural Center makes a home 
delivery. 

Here they load up the van at Maverick Landing. 

Robles said thanks to the Maverick Landing Community 
Services, Eastie Farm, Centro Cultural she, Rita Lara, Kan-
nan Thiruvengadam and her husband, Willy Lopez have 
been able to deliver some fresh vegetables, milk, eggs, 
tortillas and bread to residents in need. 


