
By John Lynds

As the Mayor’s Office 
released new guidelines for 
bars and restaurants during 
the COVID-19 outbreak 
East Boston businesses 
have been forced to either 
close or move to a take out/
delivery operation. 

Effective Tuesday, no 
restaurant with or without 
an alcoholic beverages li-
cense, bar, club, private 
club, social club, or enter-
tainment venue may at any 
time allow more than 25 
individuals in the licensed 
premise including staff.  

The Walsh Administra-
tion in conjunction with the 
City of Boston’s Licensing 
Board outlined the new 
rules this week, and no es-
tablishment may serve food 
or alcoholic beverages for 
on premise consumption. 
This effectively means a 
complete prohibition on the 
service of alcohol with the 
exception of retail package 
stores. Establishments may 
only serve patrons food 
via take-out and delivery. 
Any restriction or regula-
tion prohibiting take-out is 
temporarily lifted. Estab-
lishments must remove or 
rope off all seating in the 
licensed premise.  Estab-
lishments must abide by the 
CDC’s social distancing 
policies.  Establishments 

Special to the Independent

Community health cen-
ters like the East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Cen-
ter (EBNHC) are among 
America’s first responders 
in public health crises like 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

It is essential that we play 
a role in educating the com-
munity and above all else, 
work together to ensure the 
safety of our staff, patients, 
and members of the com-
munities we serve. It is with 
this in mind that EBNHC is 
partnering with Indepen-

dent Newspaper Group and 
other media to regularly 
communicate directly with 
residents about the ongo-
ing efforts to provide care 
to our community and help 
stop the spread of the coro-
navirus. 

As you know, the situa-

tion is changing every day. 
Like other health care or-
ganizations, we have enact-
ed Emergency Operations 
Planning and are prepared 
should there be a rise in 
cases. We will be there for 
all who need us, regardless 
of age, income, insurance 

status, language, culture, or 
social circumstances. Our 
mission has not changed in 
50 years and will guide us 
through this crisis.   

EBNHC patients who 
believe they may be infect-
ed with COVID-19 should 
not come to the health cen-

ter, but rather, should call 
us. We have implemented 
a thorough phone screening 
process for any patient ex-
hibiting a fever and flu-like 
symptoms or who has had a 
possible exposure. If testing 
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BOSTONJEFF.COM | JEFF@BOSTONJEFF.COM

188 Sumner St.
East Boston

NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO LIST YOUR HOME/CONDO OR MULTI-FAMILY FOR SALE WITH US

SANDRA CASTILLO
617-780-6988

CALL/TEXT OR EMAIL US TO START THE PROCESS!Yo Hablo 
Español

JEFF BOWEN
781-201-9488

20 Years 
Experience

Call for an 
"Absolutely FREE
Market Analysis"
617-461 4238

www.unitedbrokersworld.com
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HOUSE???
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POST IT
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Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
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Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
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See EBNHC Page 3

Pasta & Pastry ShopPasta & Pastry Shop
features prepared Italian specialties 

for you to pick up, heat & enjoy!
• Hot prepared Food delivery + pickup in East Boston
• Please note: Lynnfield location is for cold prepared 

Food pick up only

Rt. 1 South, Lynnfield
781-592-5552

Open Daily 8am-7pm

282 Bennington St., EB
617-567-1992

Mon-Sat 8am-8pm
Sun 8am-5pm

visit spinellis.com for menu

Protecting our community.
Keeping you informed.
Important InformatIon for resIdents

covid-19

By John Lynds

As the spread of 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
grips Boston, the nation and 
the world, Mayor Martin 
Walsh and Superintendent 
Brenda Cassellius made 
the tough decision to close 
Boston Public Schools 
(BPS) until April 27. 

BPS has established 
several food distribution 
sites across East Boston 
for school-age children and 
their families to ensure stu-
dents that rely on free meals 
can still get daily nutrition 
during the closure. 

On Monday, BPS stu-
dents in Eastie went to 
school to gather belongings 
as school staff distribut-
ed learning materials that 
are ready for use at home. 
Schools officially closed on 
Tuesday, March 17. 

The decision to close 
schools is being made 
proactively to mitigate 
and contain the spread of 
COVID-19, and follows 
the declaration of a nation-
al emergency that was an-
nounced by President Don-
ald Trump last week. 

By John Lynds

The nationwide guide-
lines to help combat the 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
pandemic sweeping the 
city, nation and the world 
has led to the closure of 
schools, businesses and 
churches across East Bos-
ton. 

Many nonprofits here 
that serve thousands of 
school-age children when 
school is out or provide 
free services to the home-
less have had to make the 
tough decision to close 
amid fears of spreading the 
virus. 

In Eastie the Salesian 

Boys & Girls Club, East 
Boston Social Centers, 
the East Boston YMCA 
(see exception below) and 
the neighborhood’s BCYF 
Community Centers, as 
well as the East Boston 
Community Soup Kitchen, 
are all closed until further 
notice. 

“Unfortunately, for the 
time being, this is the saf-
est way to handle the situ-
ation,” said Boys & Girls 
Club Executive Director 
Michael Triant. “We had 
a cleaning company in to 
disinfect the entire build-
ing. Our staff was in as 

Neighbors, customers and friends, 
With our lives being changed on a daily basis by the Covid-19 pandemic, 

we want to update you on some changes that we are making at the Indepen-

dent Newspaper Group.
Our office will remain open during regular business hours, Monday thru 

Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Customers can contact us at 781-485-0588 or by the emails at editor@

reverejournal.com, jflynds@gmail.com or deb@reverejournal.com.

The full print edition will be online on the on Wednesday morning at east-

ietimes.com.
Our web pages will be updated with the latest new regulations and news 

from our elected leaders as soon as the news is made public.

We urge everyone to adhere to the rules and recommendations of our 

elected officials and the CDC in fighting this pandemic.
Stay safe

Your friends at the 
East Boston Times

PHOTOS COURTESY AND BY KATY ROGERS

Left, A worker from CM General Services in a full hazmat 
suit sprays down the walls of the Salesian Boys & Girls on 
Byron Street over the weekend. The company sanitized 
over 30,000 square feet of the Boys & Girls Club building 
using the Clorox total 360 system amid fears of COVID-19. . 
Meanwhile (above), grocery store shelves were emptied in 
a food shopping panic from Thursday to Sunday.

CORONAVIRUS IMPACT IN EAST BOSTON

The staff at the East Boston YMCA sets up a neighborhood food distribution site for BPS 
students and their families during BPS’s citywide school closure.  

BPS closes schools amid 
COVID-19 outbreak, food 

distribution sites established

Eastie businesses close or 
switch to takeout, delivery-only 

during COVID-19 outbreak

See BPS Page 2

See BUSINESSES Page 2

See FOOD Page 5

BPS closure trickle down to 
Eastie non-profits

EBNHC offers advice amid  Coronavirus pandemic
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 As you now know, 
Massachusetts recently de-
clared a state of emergency 
over the ongoing pandemic 
of COVID-19 (Corona-
virus). It is of the utmost 
importance that we take 
strong, proactive measures 
in order to slow the rate of 
infection and protect those 
most vulnerable in our 

community. 
We’ve put together the 

most up-to-date informa-
tion about the current out-
break in our area, public 
health measures being tak-
en, and resources for those 
most affected by these 
changes.

My office has begun 
working remotely until 
further notice, following 
guidelines from public 

health officials. During 
this time, we will contin-
ue to be available to all 
East Boston residents who 
require assistance or have 
questions. Please do not 
hesitate to call our office on 
any and all issues. We can 
be reached at (617) 722-
2400 or (857) 293-1465, or 
by emailing Adrian.Mada-
ro@mahouse.gov, Steven.
Gingras@mahouse.gov, or 
Gloribel.Rivas@mahouse.
gov.

What Are The Signs & 
What Should I Do?

If you are sick with fever 
and flu-like symptoms or 
believe you were exposed 
to coronavirus, please do 
not visit a hospital, health 
center, or clinic in person. 
Call the Boston Public 
Health Commission at 617-
534-5050 for instructions. 
If you are experiencing a 
medical emergency, call 
911.  

TO PLACE YOUR 
AD CALL 

781-485-0588

BPS// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Northgate Dental Center
A General & Multi-Specialty Practice
Specializing in Emergency Care

• Fillings, Crowns & Bridges
• Extractions
• Root Canal Treatment
• Gum Treatment
• Partials, Dentures

• F. Mobed, D.M.D. Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist)
•  R. Satayosh, D.M.D. Periodonstist (Gum Specialist)  

and Implant surgeon
• V. Varasteh, D.M.D. (Cosmetic Dentistry)
• L. Parsi, D.M.D.

•  Cosmetic Dentistry 
Veneers, Invisalign, Bleaching, Botox Injections

• Digital Radiographs
• State-of-the-Art Sterilization Techniques
• Microscope Aided Dentistry

www.ngdental.com

603 Broadway, Revere • 781-289-3600

Now You can be 
UPFRONT &CENTER

Four Options to Choose From
7,000 COPIES

2-COLOR
12,000 COPIES

2-COLOR

4-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE A COMBINATION OF COLORS.
2-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE MADE WITH ANY 2 COLORS

7,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

781-485-0588 ext. 103:Maureen   106:Peter   101:Deb   110:Kathy   125:Sioux
Reading on a Screen?? Click on Your Rep’s name to start sending them an email! 

With our 
STICKY NOTE
on the Front Page

Perfect for: Community Reminders, 
Schedules, Coupons, Sales, 

Announcements, Programs and more!


3-inch-by-3-inch Sticky Note
Req. 3-week advance placement
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SALE PENDING

SOLD

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.569.6044      CENTURY21MARIO.COM 

123 FALCON ST #4 EAST BOSTON
Reduced! Modern 2BR & 2.5BA 

townhouse with 2 CAR PARKING!  
Three levels of living plus private yard.  

$564,900 | #123F

301 SARATOGA ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Luxury 2BR/2BA condo.  Private 

outdoor space.  Master Bedroom with 
en-suite.  Steps to Airport T, Bremen 

Street Park, and Restaurants.  
$589,900 | #301S

50 PUTNAM ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Last unit left in this stunning Eagle Hill 

condominium conversion.  Modern 
amenities include NEST, quartz coun-

ters, and Central Air.  
$429,900 | #50P

36 LAMBERT STREET REVERE
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2

4+ Bedroom home over two 
levels of living space.  Brand 

new kitchen with granite 
counters stainless steel appli-
ances and hardwood floors.  

Open concept kitchen/
dining/living.  Finished lower 

level and garage parking too! $484,900

73 BROADWAY #2 CHELSEA 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Brand new renovation com-
pleted at this stunning 2BR 
& 2BA bi-level unit!  All the 

modern amenities you could 
want  (A/C, Quartz Counters, 

SS Appliances, and more).  
Private deck in waterfront loca-

tion.  $474,900 | #73B

477 MERIDIAN ST – EAST BOSTON  
Eagle Hill Three family with overlooking the 

Mystic River, Marina, and Tobin.  Penthouse unit 
was recently renovated.  Excellent investment 

opportunity.  Call for details  $999,900 | #477M

890 WINTHROP AVE #2 - REVERE 
Updated Two Bedroom, One Bath 

Condo with additional loft space in the 
Former St. Paul Episcopal Church

Granite Counters, H/W Floors - Incred-
ible Architectural Detail and Charm  

$429,900 | #890W

115 NAHANT ST #5 – LYNN
2 Bedroom condo with stunning water 
views!  Many recent updates include 

granite counters, SS appliances, H/W 
floors, and new windows plus private 

garage!  $232,000 | #115N

18 LINDEN STREET SOUTH BOSTON 
OPEN HOUSES SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12-2Telegraph Hill Single 

family that is beautifully 
renovated with 4 levels of 
living space overlooking 

Thomas Park.  
$979,900 | #18L

19-21 CLARK STREET MALDEN 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Excellent investment opportu-
nity!  3 bedrooms in each unit 
with tons of off-street parking.  
Great rental potentials.  Don’t 
miss out.  $739,900 | #19C

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • NonsectarianTransportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol                       
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACESGeneral and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children
370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACESGeneral and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children
370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 18th , 2019 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
CLOSED

Monday, February 18th

in observance of
President’s Day

By John Lynds

At Monday night’s Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) meeting, former 
longtime JPNA  Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani was honored 
by Mayor Martin Walsh, City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards, 
Rep. Adrian Madaro and the 
JPNA board. 

Walsh, along with JPNA 
Chair Mary Cole, presented 
Scalfani, one of the longest 
continuously serving mem-
bers of any East Boston com-
munity group board, with a 
golden gavel. 

“I just want to honor Re-

nee (Scalfani) who served as 
co-chair of the JPNA for the 
past 10 years,” said Walsh. 
“It is with great appreciation 
that we honor someone with 
her heart and soul who was 
truly the “Mayor” of Jeffries 
Point.”

As the neighborhood’s no-
table community groups like 
JPNA and Orient Heights 
have been taken over by new 
blood and newer community 
groups like Harbor View have 
emerged, Scalfani remained a 
fixture in Eastie’s community 
process for as long as anyone 
can remember. 

Longtime JPNA Co-Chair Renee Scalfani (third from right) honored by Mayor Martin Walsh, the JPNA board and Eastie’s elected officials during Monday night’s meeting. From left, Steve Gringas from Rep. Madaro’s office, JPNA’s Cindy Baxter, JPNA’s Dan Bailey, City Councilor Lydia Edwards, Renee Scalfani and JPNA’s Mary Cole. 

Former JPNA Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani honored

By John Lynds

Environmentalists, activ-
ists, residents and elected 
officials on both sides of the 
Chelsea Creek are standing in 
solidarity in firm opposition 
against Eversource’s plan to 
place a substation at the City 
Yards in East Boston along 
the Chelsea Creek. 

Last week in Eastie, the 
state’s Energy Facility Siting 
Board (EFSB) held a pub-
lic meeting to discuss Ever-
source’s Notice of Project 
Change that moves the pro-
posed substation from the 

eastern corner of the City 
Yards in East Eagle Square 
to the western corner. The 
original location on the east-
ern portion of the city-owned 
parcel was approved by the 
EFSB last year. 

In its Notice of Project 
Change Eversource seeks ap-
proval to move the Substation 
190 feet to the western side of 
the City Yards lot. The scope 
of the upcoming meeting is 
limited to Eversource’s pro-
posed relocation of the sub-
station from its current site 
on the eastern side of the city 
parcel to its new proposed lo-
cation. 

Eversource said the two 
115-kV transmission lines 
that would connect to the sub-
station would no longer be 
routed along Condor and East 
Eagle streets if the substation 
is placed in the western por-
tion of the parcel. 

Local environmentalists 
from Eastie and Chelsea have 
called on the EFSB to explore 
alternatives to placing Ever-

source’s proposed substation 
along the Chelsea Creek. 

For two years, local en-
vironmentalists on the East-
ie and Chelsea sides of the 
Creek have launched a visual, 
media and talking campaign 
against Eversource’s plans 
to place the substation at the 
City Yards in Eagle Square.

At the meeting, U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Pressley, 
who represents both East Bos-
ton and Chelsea, sent a video 
testimony from her office in 
Washington, D.C. 

“I’m your sister in solidari-
ty,” said Pressley. “This at its 
best is poor urban planning 
and at its worst an injustice. It 
is unconscionable that a com-
munity already overburdened 
with environmental injustices 
would be put in harm’s way 
and have those existing health 
hazards exacerbated. The 
community should be a part 
of planning and I know when 
we organize we win and this 

East Boston, Chelsea stand in solidarity 
over proposed Eversource Substation

(Top and left) Ac-
tivists from Chelsea 
and East Boston 
stood in solidarity 
with one another 
Tuesday night to 
oppose the pro-
posed Eversource 
Substation along 
the Chelsea Creek 

See JPNA Page 3

See EVERSOURCE Page2

Community 
participation 
urged in Suffolk 
Downs public 
comment period 

By John Lynds

Last week the owners of 
the Suffolk Downs site, HYM 
Investment Group, LLC, 
released its Planned Devel-
opment Area Master Plan 
(PDA).  This started that a 
90-day public comment peri-
od that City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards is urging East Bos-
ton residents to submit their 
comments. 

In its filing, HYM propos-
es approximately 10.5 million 
square feet of development on 
the approximately 109 acres 
of the Suffolk Downs site in 
the City of Boston. The multi-
phased proposal will include 
development of a new mixed-
use neighborhood, a 40-acre 
publicly accessible open 
space system, and two retail 
squares at Suffolk Downs and 
Beachmont MBTA stations. 

The initial project phase 
will include approximately 
1.39 million square feet of de-
velopment consisting 520,000 
square feet of corporate use 
and amenity space, three 
residential buildings, and a 
portion of the townhomes 
proposed along Waldemar Av-
enue totaling more than 800 
housing units. Phase I also in-
See SUFFOLK DOWNS Page 5

By John Lynds 

Mayor Martin Walsh made 
a surprise visit to Monday 
night’s Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association (JPNA) 
meeting to update residents 
on some city issues and have 
an informal conversation with 
residents here. 

“I was sitting in my office 
when I made the decision to 
get back out to civic associ-
ations in the city and talk to 
people about the issues,” said 
Walsh. “By nature, admin-
istrations go from outward 
looking to inward looking so 
I realized I wanted to get back 
out and hear from residents 
instead of relying solely on 

neighborhood coordinators 
and other staff. I’m here to 
talk about whatever you want 
to talk about.”

Walsh said when he was 
campaigning for Mayor of 
Boston in 2013 he constantly 
heard that aside from a few 
waterfront development proj-
ects, nothing much was going 
on to improve housing and 
the economy of the neighbor-
hood. 

“Now fast forward to today 
and now I hear there is too 
much development going on,” 
said Walsh. “East Boston has 
become one of those neigh-
borhoods that people want to 

Mayor Walsh stops by community 
meeting for informal chat with residents

Here to Talk

See WALSH Page 5
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Monday to continue to dis-
infect all equipment and 
supplies. On Tuesday we 
will work with our friends 
at the YMCA to serve as a 
host feeding site. Breakfast 
and lunch will be available 
for pick up from 8:30 a.m. 
to 10 a.m. on the front steps 
of the club. Please, every-
one be smart and limit your 
contact with others during 
this time.”

Triant shared a photo of 
a worker from CM Gener-
al Services in a full hazmat 
suit spraying down the 
walls of the club on Byron 
Street over the weekend. 
The company sanitized 
over 30,000 square feet 
of the Boys & Girls Club 
building using the Clorox 
total 360 system. 

“However, our club will 
remain closed for members 
and parents,” said Traint. 
“We will have essential 
staff on site to answer any 
and all questions our par-
ents may have.”

At Zumix, Executive Di-
rector Madeleine Steczyns-
ki said the decision to close 
was out of an abundance of 
caution to protect the health 
of students, staff, commu-
nity members, and all of 
Zumix families. 

Steczynski said Zumix 
will be closed through at 
least March 27 and then re-
evaluate the situation as the 
pandemic unfolds. 

“We will continue to 
monitor the quickly evolv-
ing situation and re-eval-
uate this decision every 
week,” said Steczynski. 
We have taken this proac-
tive step to support Feder-
al, State and local efforts to 
mitigate the spread of the 
coronavirus. We want to be 
overly cautious given the 
high level of uncertainty 
about the spread of the vi-
rus.”

While there is no known 
case of COVID-19 within 
the ZUMIX community, 
the closing will help the 
community’s response to 
the virus and support the 
“social distancing” that 
is necessary to slow the 
spread of the virus at this 
critical stage. 

“All public and private 
events to be held at Zumix 
will not occur during the 
closure,” said Steczynski. 

“It is important to distin-
guish that, while we are 
closing the building, Zumix 
staff will continue to work 
remotely on future program 
development, fundraising, 
project work, and ways to 
stay deeply connected to 
our students and communi-
ties and help them through 
this crisis. These steps will 
ensure that students, radio 
hosts and community mem-
bers can return to Zumix 
knowing that our priority 
is that everyone has a joy-
ful experience when they 
return.”

Steczynski said Zumix 
staff will update any chang-
es on its website, along 
with social media channels.

Social Centers Executive 
Director Justin Pasquariello 
and East Boston YMCA Ex-
ecutive Director Joe Gaeta, 
whose agencies provide 
day care and after-school 
programs like the Boys & 
Girls Club and Zumix, also 
announced over the week-
end they would close.

“All East Boston Social 
Centers locations will be 
closed and suspending all 
child care, teen and adult 
programs effective Tues-
day, March 17 until further 
notice,” said Pasquareillo in 
a statement. “We encourage 
all families who can do so 
to keep their children home 
and take the appropriate 
precautions to avoid the 
spread of the virus. We are 
committed to supporting 
our community in this chal-
lenging time.”

Pasquariello reminded 
the community in these un-
certain times of the Social 
Centers’ motto, “When we 
all give, We all gain.”

However, the Eastie 
YMCA will remain open 
for food distribution and 
“essential childcare” ser-
vices. These services are 
limited to parents who will 
be on the frontlines com-
bating the virus. 

YMCA President and 
CEO James Morton said 
the YMCA will encourage 
families to keep their chil-
dren at home, but for those 
parents who are first-re-
sponders and “essential” 
employees who must work, 
the Y will provide a safe 
and nurturing place for their 
children. 

“Thousands of parents 
depend upon us for early 
education and before and 
after-school care. For these 
families, the services we 
offer are essential,” he said.

Over at the East Boston 
Community Soup Kitch-
en (EBCSK) the volunteer 
staff there said they made 
the difficult decision to 
suspend their weekly soup 
kitchen operations that 
help feed the homeless and 
low-income families in 
Eastie. 

“The EBCSK Leadership 
Team, in consultation with 
public officials and fellow 
service providers, made the 
difficult decision to suspend 
weekly soup kitchen opera-
tions due to the COVID-19 
outbreak,” said EBCSK in 
a statement. “We believe 
everyone deserves a warm 
meal, safe shelter, and sup-
portive community. But 
the health and safety of our 
guests and volunteers is our 
first priority. This decision 
was not made lightly. As 
you may know, this is the 
first time we have closed in 
more than [three] years of 
service to the community. 
Given that COVID-19 is 
spread through close per-
son-to-person contact, we 
recognize the potential risk 
to vulnerable guests and 
volunteers who convene in 
our close-knit space over 
shared meals, and we are 
exercising an abundance of 
caution in closing to protect 
the well-being of our com-
munity.”

The volunteer staff are 
working diligently to iden-
tify alternatives for EBCSK 
guests who have come to 
rely on the soup kitchen’s 
services. 

“In lieu of typical dona-
tions, we ask that our com-
munity members donate 
gift cards (valued at $10 
each) to local restaurants 
for our soup kitchen guests 
who are in need of a hot 
meal,” they said. 

Donations can be sent 
to East Boston Commu-
nity Soup Kitchen, P.O. 
BOX 497 East Boston, 
MA 02128, or East Boston 
Community Soup Kitchen, 
32 Paris St., East Boston, 
MA 02128. 

offering take-out and deliv-
ery may stay open until the 
closing hour currently listed 
on their license. 

Eastie businesses staples 
like Little Asia, Carlo’s 
Catering and newer estab-
lishments like the Quiet 
Few decided to close as 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic gained steam across the 
city, state and nation. 

“To our loyal customers 
and friends, we have made 
the tough decision due to 
the recent news to close 
the restaurant starting on 
Tuesday, [March17], un-
til further notice,” said the 
owners of Little Asia in a 
statement.  “Needless to say 
this is hard on all of us right 
now, but we are thinking 
of the health and safety of 
you, our customers, and our 
staff at this time. Be safe 
and take care of yourselves. 
When we come out on the 
other end of this crazy time 
in the world, there will be a 
strong Mai Tai waiting for 
you.

Steve Scire, owner of 
Carlo’s Catering, said Car-
lo’s will be closed for the 
week to do its part in keep-
ing its staff and customers 
well. 

“This was a very hard de-
cision,” said Scire. “We will 
reevaluate after this week.”

This could mean Carlo’s 
could switch to a take out/
delivery option as more in-
formation becomes avail-
able. 

Over at the Quiet Few, a 
relatively new bar/restau-
rant on Sumner Street that 
opened with great fanfare, 
owner Josh Weinstein had 
made the equally difficult 
decision to close. 

“It is with a heavy heart 
that in the midst of all that’s 
going on we have decided 
to close our doors for the 
time being,” said Weinstein. 
“While we always wanted 
to offer an open door, cold 
beverage, a hot comforting 
meal and a warm smile we 
feel we’re at the point that 
everyone’s safety takes pre-
cedence. We hape this lends 
a small hand towards the 
end of this all, and that we 
get the chance to welcome 
you back to the Quiet Few 
sooner rather than later.”

However, other Eastie 
mainstays like Spinelli’s, 
Santarpio’s, Kelley Square 
Pub, Angela’s Cafe, Italian 
Express, the Cunard Tavern 
have switched to a takeout/
delivery only operation. 

“OK, folks, here is the 
story with Kelley Square 
Pub in East Boston. Starting 

Tuesday we will be open for 
takeout and delivery only,” 
said Kelley Square Pub 
owner John Masterangelo. 
“We will also be open day 
and night and if you decide 
you want to pick up but not 
come into the restaurant, we 
will bring the food out to 
your car. As always you can 
count on Kelley Square Pub 
and we have a great staff.”

“So, we’ve gone from 
being on the Food Network 
on Friday night to this being 
our last day open for dining 
inside the restaurant for a 
while,” said Italian Express 
owners Jim Iannuzzi and 
Jonathan Harker in state-
ment. “Starting on Tuesday, 
we will be open for take-out 
and delivery only until the 
dine-in ban has been lifted. 
We offer our own delivery 
service to East Boston cus-
tomers, that is directly from 
the restaurant. Also, we are 
currently partnered with 
UberEats and will soon be 
active with DoorDash and 
GrubHub to extend our de-
livery service to surround-
ing areas.”

The owners said they 
will continue to maintain 
strict sanitary practices and 
follow advice from law-
makers and the CDC. 

“Please bear with us as 
we figure out how to best 
deal with these constantly 
changing circumstances,” 
they said. “We strongly val-
ue the health and safety of 
our employees, customers, 
friends and families.”

Over at Rino’s, Chef 
Tony Dicenso and his wife, 
Anna, said they have decid-
ed to shift to take out and 
delivery service. “Starting 
on Tuesday, March 17, we 
will be open from 3 to 9 
p.m., and we will run this 
delivery service on a week-
to-week basis,” said Anna 
Dicesnso. “We will deliver 
to our neighboring towns of 

Chelsea, Revere, Winthrop, 
Saugus and, of course, East 
Boston. If we feel it is not 
working, we will stop and 
ride it out with all of you. 
Our regular dinner menu 
will be available, but at 
times it could change.”

Spinelli’s Celeste Myers 
said Spinelli’s will switch 
to pick up and delivery 
only, but will continue its 
operation and contracts that 
deliver food to over 350 
elderly residents in Eastie, 
Charlestown and the North 
End. The staff is also mak-
ing themselves available to 
emergency response staff 
that will be on the frontlines 
combating the pandemic 
and in need of hot meals. 

One way to support local 
businesses during this hard 
time was recently posted on 
social media. 

“Fear of the coronavi-
rus is keeping people away 
from restaurants, [which] 
usually operate on small 
margins,” read the post. 
“So here’s something you 
can do: go to your favorite 
restaurant and buy a gift 
certificate (or get it online 
if possible). Buy it directly 
from the restaurant, so they 
get the use of your money 
for a month or two. Then 
when things have settled 
down, treat your sweetie to 
an evening out and use your 
certificate.”

Also, the city is spreading 
word of the Economic Inju-
ry Disaster Loans (EIDL) 
that will be made available 
for small businesses expe-
riencing hardships during 
this virus outbreak. 

The form can be found 
at www.mass.gov/doc/
sba-eidl-worksheet-and-in-
structions/download?fb-
clid=IwAR1ZYy0Y6oyA_
i l x - C m 0 K O x -
U1Q5S4AMLVuqx90Lb-
VB2eb0P9HoWc6xSZj-o.

Businesses// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Quiet Few was one of several bars/restaurants in Eastie 
that decided to close amid the COVID-19 outbreak. Other 
establishments have opted for a takeout/delivery-only 
operation. 

Madaro sets up Coronavirus 
information web site



Wednesday, March 18, 2020 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Page 3

$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Other fees may apply, see schedule of 
fees for details. Free gift is awarded when account is opened. EBSB reserves the right to substitute a gift 
of similar value. Please note, in the event the value of the free gift exceeds $10, the bank is required to 
report the gift value on form 1099-INT. The recipient is responsible for all applicable taxes. Bank rules and 
regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.

Plus, get your FREE GIFT 
when you open any

new checking account!

800.657.3272    EBSB.com

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

SIMPLY FREE CHECKING
MAKES LIFE SIMPLE

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT 
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Avetisyan, Narine Youngblood Eric L Est    30 Chelsea St #803           $377,000
117 Cottage Street LLC Keller, Richard 117-119 Cottage St         $490,000 
Kaur, Bhupinder        White, Elizabeth     67 Dartmouth St           $440,000
Corrib Ferry LLC Depina, Jose R 405 Ferry St                $900,000
MC Capital LLC Cardeas, Herlinda      148 Florence St              $420,000
Awasthi, Hem Doyle FT                11 Freeman Ave               $430,000
Singh, Balbir          Silva, Mario            227 Hancock St #1           $490,000
Narayan, Manandhar D      Senibaldi, Michele 13 Jefferson Ave             $485,000
Yagjian, Jared A Yu, Lei 84 Kinsman St #84           $490,000
Nguyen, Khanh V        Shrestha, Prashant       73 Norwood St                 $528,000
Desilva, Stefan D      Calabrian Properties LLC 58 Vernal St               $695,000
Robey, Jenna C Law, Erica             114 Waverly St #2           $415,000
Kilburn, Kirsten E      Yii, Che                114 Waverly St #3          $596,000

By John Lynds

When it became appar-
ent that the COVID-19 vi-
rus had quickly turned into 
a pandemic and cases be-
gan popping up all over the 
nation, East Boston’s local 
community groups that 
keep their eyes and ears on 
the neighborhood’s devel-
opment projects and quali-
ty-of-life issues began can-
celling scheduled meetings. 

It started last week when 
Orient Heights Neighbor-
hood Council (OHNC) 
decided to cancel this past 
Monday’s meeting. 

“The OHNC meeting 
previously scheduled for 
Monday, March 16, has 
been cancelled,” wrote the 
group on their website. 
“We are cancelling due to 
the COVID-19 response, 
in alignment with guidance 
regarding large gatherings 
as put forth by the YMCA 
(our host site) the City of 
Boston, and the Common-
wealth.”

The group planned on 

discussing development 
projects at 61 Boardman 
St., 1188 Bennington St., 
1045 Saratoga St. and 917 
Bennington St. No votes 
were to be taken at the can-
celled meeting. 

The Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Assocation then 
cancelled its monthly Plan-
ning & Zoning Subcom-
mottee meeting scheduled 
for Wed., March 18 (to-
night). 

“Due to the ongoing pub-
lic health emergency, we 
are canceling Wednesday’s 
JPNA Planning & Zoning 
(P&Z) meeting,” the group 
said in a statement. “Please 
check in on each other, par-
ticularly elderly neighbors 
or those with chronic health 
conditions.  We’ll be in 
touch with more informa-
tion as we know more. In 
the meanwhile, stay safe, 
wash your hands frequent-
ly and feel free to email us 
at board@jeffriespoint.org.  
We are fortunate to live in 
such a wonderful neighbor-
hood.”

Both the Gove Street Cit-

izens Association (GSCA) 
and Eagle Hill Civic As-
sociation (EHCA) also 
canceled their meetings 
scheduled for the end of the 
month. 

GSCA planned to meet 
Monday, March 23, and 
vote on a proposed develop-
ment project to change the 
occupancy of a three-fami-
ly dwelling to a four-family 
dwelling and add a fourth 
story addition at 303 Mav-
erick St. 

EHCA members will 
also not meet on Wednes-
day, March 25, due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 out-
break. The group had yet to 
finalize their agenda for the 
monthly meeting.  

“The March 25 Eagle 
Hill Civic Association 
meeting has been cancelled 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” said EHCA Pres-
ident Debra Cave. “Our 
primary concern is the well 
being of our community 
and all those who would 
be attending. We wish you 
and your loved ones good 
health.”

By John Lynds

In an effort to stem the 
spread of COVID-19 the 
MBTA announced it will be 
reducing frequency in ser-
vice to help facilitate social 
distancing. 

“All subway and bus 
service will run on Satur-
day schedules,” the MBTA 
announced in a statement. 
“The Blue Line will operate 
trains every [nine-13] min-
utes. Service for the RIDE 
will remain unaffected 
during this period, and will 
operate as normal.”

The MBTA’s Blue Line 
runs through the heart of 
Eastie to connections in 
Downtown Boston. 

The MBTA also said it 
continues to ramp up its 
cleaning and sanitation 
work in stations and across 

vehicles. 
“We are continuing to 

take necessary steps to pro-
tect the health and safety 
of riders and MBTA em-
ployees with increased 
cleaning and sanitation at 
stations and on vehicles,” 
the statement continued. 
“This includes cleaning and 
disinfecting vehicles. All 
MBTA fleet vehicles (bus-
es, trolleys, subway cars, 
commuter rail coaches, fer-
ries, and RIDE vehicles) are 
being disinfected on a daily 
basis.”

The MBTA is also clean-
ing and disinfecting MBTA 
property. 

“All business locations, 
including the RIDE Eligi-
bility Center and Charlie-
Card store, are being dis-
infected every 24 hours,” 
said the statement. “All 
high-contact areas at sub-

way stations (handrails, fare 
gates, and fare vending ma-
chines) are being cleaned 
every [four] hours.”

The MBTA is also add-
ing more sanitation equip-
ment like hand-sanitizing 
dispensers, disinfectant 
wipes and cleaning sprays. 
These will be deployed at 
MBTA facilities and sta-
tions throughout the sys-
tem.

The MBTA is also en-
couraging all riders to:

• Wash hands often 
with soap and warm water 
for at least 20 seconds.

• Cover coughs and 
sneezes in elbows.

• Stay home if sick.
• Avoid touching 

eyes, nose and mouth.
• Clean areas that 

are frequently touched with 
sanitizing spray or wipes.

MBTA reduces service on all lines

A MBTA Blue Line train in Eastie. The MBTA will be reducing frequency in service on all 
lines. 

COVID-19 outbreak cancels all 
community group’s March meetings INDEPENDENT
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is deemed necessary, ar-
rangements will be made. 

Of particular focus for 
us is making special provi-
sions for the many elderly 
we care for in our commu-
nity.  Our Neighborhood 
PACE program cares for 
hundreds of seniors and 
the health center sees thou-
sands of others who depend 
on us for their care. Given 
that the elderly population 
is at the highest risk, we 
are focused on taking ev-
ery step possible to contin-
ue giving high-quality care 
at our PACE Centers, in 
homes, and within the pri-
mary care setting without 
exacerbating risk. 

To minimize poten-

tial exposure to other-
wise healthy patients, 
we are asking all EBN-
HC patients to postpone 
any routine or preventive 
healthcare.  However, for 
patients in need of appoint-
ments, we can help you 
with telephone visits or if 
absolutely needed, we can 
see you in person.  The 
goal is to minimize trans-
mission of coronavirus by 
social distancing.

At EBNHC, we are for-
tunate to have a deeply 
committed team that al-
ways rises to the occasion 
and we will be here for 
our community during and 
long after this public health 
crisis. We will continue 

to work closely with De-
partment of Public Health, 
the Boston Department of 
Public Health, and both 
state and federal govern-
ment as every day brings 
forth new information and 
recommended guidelines. 
Throughout the duration 
of this public health emer-
gency, we will maintain 
open lines of communica-
tion and will continue to 
educate the public through 
this regular column as well 
as in social media and our 
website. We wish the best 
for you and your family at 
this very difficult time. 

East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center

EBNHC // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    en-

gagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, 

sports stories and photos for publication. Items 
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 

Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  
be faxed to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage 
readers to e-mail news releases and photos to              

deb@reverejournal.com
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THE COVID-19 EPIDEMIC: 
A WAKE-UP CALL FOR THE 
U.S. HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 
2001, Americans forever were forced to change the man-
ner in which we traveled. The strikes on the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon made clear that the screening sys-
tem we had in place at airports at that time was inadequate 
for meeting the threat posed by a determined international 
terrorist organization.

Long security lines at every airport in this country, as 
well as around the world, soon became the norm, as new 
protocols were put into place for our protection against 
future attacks. Americans didn’t -- and still don’t -- like 
them, but all of us understand that the inconvenience and 
expense of the enhanced security measures are essential 
for our safety.

Similar to the issue of inadequate airport security before 
9/11, the onset of the world-wide, COVID-19 pandemic 
has exposed the gross shortcomings of the American health 
care system’s ability to confront a major health emergency 
of the magnitude we are facing today.

The U.S. is far less capable of dealing with an influx of 
patients afflicted with coronavirus than every other indus-
trialized nation in the world (as well as many poorer na-
tions). Relative to our population, we have far fewer doc-
tors, nurses, hospital beds, and acute care capabilities than 
countries all across the globe that already are struggling 
with the onslaught of COVID-19.

With our emergency rooms already at 75-90 percent of 
capacity at any given time, it will not take much to over-
whelm every hospital in every city in every state if this 
pandemic comes even close to a worst-case scenario.

In addition, a huge percentage of our population has no 
direct access to quality health care that could identify ear-
ly exposure to the virus. For example, federal emergency 
officials have urged every citizen to call their doctor first, 
rather than just reflexively coming into the doctor’s office, 
if they suspect they are becoming ill. However, about 25 
percent of our fellow Americans -- about 75 million of us 
-- do not have a primary care physician either because they 
do not have health insurance or are underinsured. So what 
are those people supposed to do -- other than flood into 
emergency rooms?

The bottom line is this: America’s healthcare system is 
under stress even in the best of circumstances. It is nei-
ther designed nor capable of ensuring the optimum health 
outcomes for most of our citizenry and excludes a large 
percentage of our population altogether even in ordinary 
circumstances. And ironically, we spend more on our 
healthcare by far -- and get less for it -- than any other 
nation on earth.

Hopefully, the current crisis will serve as the equiva-
lent of a 9/11 wake-up call so that we can make significant 
changes to our healthcare system in order to ensure that 
every American has access to quality healthcare for the 
protection of our people, both individually and collective-
ly.

By Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley

As a people, community, 
and as a nation we are be-
ing forced into a stance of 
social distancing to ward 
off a potential health disas-
ter. Even as we embrace a 
methodology of physical 
isolation, we must reject 
any stance of alienation 
and individualism. Our 
motivation cannot be fear 
and self-preservation, but a 
sense of solidarity and con-
nectedness. What is being 
asked of us is for the com-
mon good, to protect the 
most defenseless among us. 

In some ways the pres-
ent, surrealistic atmosphere 
is similar to what we expe-
rienced after the attack of 
Sept. 11. We were shaken 
from our complacency and 
confronted with the reality 
that changed our lives over-
night. Likewise, today we 
see the real risk to countless 
numbers of elderly and in-
firm persons, to healthcare 
workers, indeed to our hos-
pital system, and even the 
economic well-being of 
millions of people whose 
lives have been upended by 
the necessary closings and 
precautions.

Just as after 9/11 we need 

to come together as a peo-
ple with a profound sense of 
solidarity and community, 
realizing that so many peo-
ple are suffering and fear-
ful. We need to take care 
of each other, especially by 
reaching out to the elderly 
and the most vulnerable.

Although we cannot cel-
ebrate public Masses at this 
time because we wish to 
follow the directives of the 
government, I want to as-
sure all of you that we, your 
priests, are offering Mass 
each day for all of you. You 
are all spiritually united 
in these masses where we 
pray for the living and the 
dead. Our priests in the par-
ishes are there and can be 
contacted. We are trying to 
use social media and Inter-
net streaming as a means of 
sharing communications.

I am grateful to all of our 
priests and parish staffs and 
the 3,000 Catholic school 
teachers and administra-
tors who are all working 
diligently to be able to 
serve our people in these 
challenging circumstances. 
Please remember that your 
parish communities depend 
on the offertory collections 
and will need your support 
going forward to carry on 

their crucial work.
Let me share with you an 

account I read many years 
ago that made quite an im-
pression on me. A group of 
rowdy university students 
on the train in France spot-
ted an old man sitting alone 
praying his Rosary. The 
students who prided them-
selves on their sophistica-
tion and scientific outlook 
began to mock the old man 
who seemed unperturbed 
by their hazing. Sudden-
ly a passenger jumped to 
his feet and rebuked the 
students:  “Stop bothering 
Dr. Pasteur.” The students 
were shocked and embar-
rassed. That old man pray-
ing the Rosary was Louis 
Pasteur, a national hero, a 
rock star, whose research 
and inventions have saved 
millions of lives. Pasteur 
discovered the principles of 
vaccination and pasteuriza-
tion. Arguably, he did more 
than any other person in the 
history of medicine by his 
remarkable breakthroughs 
in understanding the causes 
and prevention of diseases.

I share this story to pref-
ace my request to pray the 
Rosary each day. Many 
of us remember growing 
up praying the Rosary ev-

ery evening as a family. In 
the history of our people, 
during the wars, famines, 
plagues, and persecution, 
the Rosary has been the 
powerful prayer of the 
Catholic people as we see 
in the example of the em-
inent scientist Louis Pas-
teur. Even if we cannot go 
to Mass, the Rosary is al-
ways accessible to us. It is a 
prayer that puts us in touch 
with God as we reflect on 
the mysteries of the life of 
Christ and the Blessed Vir-
gin. It is a prayer that can 
be prayed by the simplest 
present and the smartest 
scientist.

St. Ignatius of Loyola 
once said that we must 
work as if everything de-
pended upon us, and pray 
as if everything depended 
upon God. 

It is indeed encouraging 
to see how many people 
are visiting our churches 
for personal prayer and ad-
oration during this time of 
enforced social distancing. 
May this strange Lent that 
we are living, help us to 
overcome the physical dis-
tance by growing closer to 
God and by strengthening 
our sense of solidarity and 
community with each other.

Guest Op-ed

We need to take care of each other

By John Lynds

Eagle Hill residents liv-
ing at 41 Falcon Street were 
shocked when a SUV try-
ing to maneuver out of the 
parking area from the street 
above came crashing down 
through their fence and 
landed in their yard. 

Surveillance video shows 
the SUV attempting to nav-
igate out of the parking lot 
at 44 W. Eagle Street Sun-
day before driving through 
the fence and flipping over. 
The SUV came to rest verti-
cally against the multifam-
ily home on Falcon Street. 

Pictures of the scene 
show perplexed firefighters 
trying to figure out what 
had occured. The incident 
is still under investigation. 

Falcon Street runs paral-
lel to W. Eagle Street but is 
several feet below situated 
on the backside of Eagle 
Hill. 

Police said one person 
was injured in the wreck. 

Car crashes into home on Falcon Street

The SUV that came crashing down on a home on Falcon Street from W. Eagle Street 
above. Photo courtesy of Mike Goodwin. 
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EBNHC Welcomes 
Galen Harnden, MD 

Pediatrics Department:
AccePting new PAtients

Dr. Harnden is pleased to join 
our Pediatrics team! He loves 

EBNHC’s multi-generational community, 
seeing patients and siblings whose 

parents and sometimes grandparents 
were our Pediatrics patients too! 

Dr. Harnden went to medical school 
at the University of Illinois/Chicago 

and speaks Spanish.  To book an 
appointment with Dr. Harnden, 

call 617-568-4477.
www.ebnhc.org

By Jill Gonzalez,             

WalletHub analyst

•Ask Your Bank for Help
“Many banks and credit 

unions have stated they are 
willing to offer assistance 
to people who face tempo-
rary financial hardship due 
to the coronavirus,” said Jill 
Gonzalez, WalletHub ana-
lyst. “These might include 
measures like being able 
to skip a payment, having 
temporarily lower rates, 
getting fees waived or hav-
ing a credit line increase. If 
you find yourself struggling 
financially, call customer 
service to make your case. 
Make sure to clearly and 
politely articulate the rea-
sons for your hardship.”

 •Focus on Maximizing 
Savings

“Most people’s jobs ar-
en’t immune to the corona-
virus. So, it’s a good idea 
to set aside as much mon-
ey as you can from each 
paycheck in case corona-
virus impacts your ability 

to work or causes you to 
have additional medical 
expenses,” said Jill Gon-
zalez, WalletHub analyst. 
“Even beyond the current 
situation, it’s always good 
to have an emergency fund. 
Avoid panicking about 
stocks, too, and just remem-
ber that it’s only a matter of 
time until the virus runs its 
course.”

 •Take Advantage of 
Travel Insurance but Know 
the Limits

“If your travel provider 
cancels a trip because of the 
coronavirus, a ‘trip cancel-
lation or interruption’ poli-
cy might help you get your 
money back,” said Jill Gon-
zalez, WalletHub analyst. 
“Some credit cards offer 
this benefit for free, though 
issuers have been cutting 
back in recent years. Keep 
in mind that if you cancel 
your own trip out of fear 
of the virus, your insurance 
policy probably won’t cov-
er you unless you have cov-
erage for canceling ‘for any 
reason’ or doctor’s orders to 

quarantine yourself.”
 •Use Credit Cards, Not 

Cash
“Though there’s not 

much evidence to show that 
touching cash spreads coro-
navirus, it’s theoretically 
possible, and the Federal 
Reserve has been quar-
antining bank notes from 
Asia. China also burned 
some of its currency that 
had been circulated through 
the Wuhan area,” said Jill 
Gonzalez, WalletHub ana-
lyst. “Using a credit card’s 
contactless capability may 
help give consumers more 
peace of mind. Plus, credit 
cards can be used for online 
purchases, allowing con-
sumers to avoid shopping 
at crowded stores. In addi-
tion, consumers that decide 
to stock up on essential 
items and spend more than 
usual in the coming months 
can recoup some of that ex-
pense, and get some extra 
time to pay, by using a re-
wards credit card.”

Courtesy WalletHub

SBA Administrator Jo-
vita Carranza issued the 
following statement last 
Friday in response to the 
President’s address to the 
nation: “The President 
took bold, decisive action 
to make our 30 million 
small businesses more re-
silient to Coronavirus-re-
lated economic disruptions. 
Small businesses are vital 
economic engines in ev-
ery community and state, 
and they have helped make 
our economy the strongest 
in the world. Our Agen-
cy will work directly with 
state Governors to provide 
targeted, low-interest disas-
ter recovery loans to small 
businesses that have been 
severely impacted by the 

situation. Additionally, the 
SBA continues to assist 
small businesses with coun-
seling and navigating their 
own preparedness plans 
through our network of 68 
District Offices and nu-
merous Resource Partners 
located around the country. 
The SBA will continue to 
provide every small busi-
ness with the most effec-
tive and customer-focused 
response possible during 
these times of uncertainty.”

Process for Access-
ing SBA’s Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) Disaster Re-
lief Lending

•The U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration is of-
fering designated states 
and territories low-inter-

est federal disaster loans 
for working capital to small 
businesses suffering sub-
stantial economic injury 
as a result of the Corona-
virus (COVID-19). Upon 
a request received from a 
state’s or territory’s Gover-
nor, SBA will issue under 
its own authority, as pro-
vided by the Coronavirus 
Preparedness and Response 
Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act that was recently 
signed by the President, an 
Economic Injury Disaster 
Loan declaration.

•Any such Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan as-
sistance declaration issued 
by the SBA makes loans 
available to small business-
es and private, non-profit 

organizations in designated 
areas of a state or territory 
to help alleviate economic 
injury caused by the Coro-
navirus (COVID-19).

•SBA’s Office of Disas-
ter Assistance will coordi-
nate with the state’s or ter-
ritory’s Governor to submit 
the request for Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan assis-
tance.

•Once a declaration is 
made for designated areas 
within a state, the informa-
tion on the application pro-
cess for Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan assistance 
will be made available to 
all affected communities.

•SBA’s Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans offer up to 
$2 million in assistance and 

can provide vital economic 
support to small businesses 
to help overcome the tem-
porary loss of revenue they 
are experiencing.

•These loans may be used 
to pay fixed debts, payroll, 
accounts payable and oth-
er bills that can’t be paid 
because of the disaster’s 
impact. The interest rate is 
3.75 percent for small busi-
nesses without credit avail-
able elsewhere; businesses 
with credit available else-
where are not eligible. The 
interest rate for non-profits 
is 2.75 percent.

•SBA offers loans with 
long-term repayments in 
order to keep payments af-
fordable, up to a maximum 
of 30 years. Terms are de-

termined on a case-by-case 
basis, based upon each bor-
rower’s ability to repay.

•SBA’s Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans are just one 
piece of the expanded focus 
of the federal government’s 
coordinated response, and 
the SBA is strongly com-
mitted to providing the 
most effective and custom-
er-focused response possi-
ble.

For additional informa-
tion, contact the SBA di-
saster assistance customer 
service center. Call 1-800-
659-2955 (TTY: 1-800-
877-8339) or e-mail disas-
tercustomerservice@sba.
gov.

SBA to provide small businesses impacted by Coronavirus up to $2 Million in disaster assistance loans

Money tips to stay safe from Coronavirus
“My priority will always 

be to protect the health 
and safety of the residents 
of Boston,” said Mayor 
Walsh. “The decision to 
close schools was extreme-
ly difficult to make and fol-
lows several days of robust 
planning to ensure that we 
are still able to provide our 
students with the services 
they need even with schools 
being closed. I want to 
thank Boston’s principals, 
teachers, and school leader-
ship for their collaboration 
and input during a very se-
rious and quickly evolving 
situation to ensure that we 
are living up to our commit-
ment of putting the well-be-
ing of our school commu-
nities at the forefront of 
everything that we do.”

BPS will also be provid-
ing Chromebooks to every 
student who needs one, 
which comes with learn-
ing resources and technical 
support. 

“I will always measure 
every decision in child ben-
efit. Today and always, their 
health and safety, as well as 
that of our staff, and fam-
ilies, is our top priority,” 
said Superintendent Cassel-
lius. “In collaboration with 
Mayor Walsh and Health 

and Human Services Chief 
Martinez, BPS has been 
actively developing a plan 
to support our community 
during this rapidly chang-
ing situation. I am incredi-
bly grateful to our teachers, 
school leaders, custodians, 
food service workers, bus 
drivers, and all the staff at 
BPS for their commitment 
to our children.”

In Eastie, BPS has 
teamed up with local 
non-profits like the Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club and the 
city’s BCYF Community 
Centers, including the Paris 
Street Community Center, 
to begin distributing meals 
to students. 

Meal Distribution sites 
serving BPS families in 
Eastie include the follow-
ing:

* YMCA at 54 Ashley St.  
8 a.m. - noon

* YMCA at 215 Bremen 
St.  8 a.m. - noon

* Salesians Boys/Girls 
Club at 150 Byron St. -  8 
a.m. - noon

* Orient Heights Com-
munity Community Center  
- 8 a.m. - noon

* East Boston High 
School -  8:30 - 11:30 a.m.

* Martin Pino BCYF at 
86 Boardman St. – 9 a.m. - 

3 p.m. 
* Paris Street BCYF at 

112 Paris St. -  9 a.m. – 3 
p.m. 

“The Boston School 
Committee thanks our 
10,000 teachers, school 
leaders, and staff, who will 
rise to the occasion to sup-
port our community in these 
times,” said Michael Lo-
conto, Boston School Com-
mittee Chairperson. “Work-
ing with Mayor Walsh and 
our City’s public services, 
our Boston Public Schools 
will provide students with 
tools to maintain their edu-
cation and return to school 
ready to learn and achieve.”

On Wednesday, March 
11, the Boston Public 
Health Commission and 
BPS announced the closure 
of the three campuses of 
the Eliot K-8 School after a 
non-student member of the 
school’s community test-
ed positive for COVID-19. 
The Eliot serves students 
from Eastie, the North End, 
Charlestown and down-
town Boston. 

Visit boston.gov/coro-
navirus for up-to-date in-
formation and answers to 
commonly asked questions. 

Food // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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TO PLACE 
YOUR AD CALL 
781-485-0588

District seven Police rePort

Learn more today.
Toll-Free:  855-213-0015 (TTY 711)
8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
FAX: 617-830-0534
CCASCO.org
30 Winter Street, Boston MA 02108

If you’re 65+ and eligible for MassHealth 
Standard, call now for this free brochure 
about an important health plan option.
Commonwealth Care Alliance® is dedicated to helping you live safely in your own 
home for as long as possible. Over 68% of CCA Senior Care Options members 
actually qualify for a nursing home, but continue living independently at home with 
our comprehensive care and support. When you enroll in our plan, you will choose
doctors from our large network, including many right in your community that you 
may already know and trust. And then, you will recieve all the MassHealth Standard
benefi ts you deserve and much more – at $0 to you.

Nursing home or
your home?

Know your options.

A health plan designed to keep seniors living safely at home.  

$0 monthly premiums

$0 copays for doctor office visits and hospital stays

$0 copays for prescription and over-the-counter drugs

$0 dental services, including dentures, fillings, root canals, and crowns

$0 Healthy Savings Card for health-related items up to <$125> per quarter

$0 annual eye exams and <$275> annual eyeglass benefit

$0 medical equipment and supplies

$0 rides to medical appointments, scheduled by CCA

$0 hearing aids, batteries, and routine hearing exams

Benefits at no cost to you

Plus, <$1000> coverage for emergency 
services when traveling outside the U.S.
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Senior Care Options (HMO SNP)The plan that gives you MassHealth Standard benefits and MORE.

30 Winter Street, Boston, MA 02108
Toll-Free: <877-780-4711> (TTY 711)Fax: 617-830-0534

October–March:8 a.m. to 8 p.m., <Monday-Friday, 7 days a week>

CCASCO.org

Commonwealth Care Alliance (CCA) Senior 
Care Options Program (HMO SNP) is a 
Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract 
and a contract with the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts/EOHHS Medicaid program. 
Enrollment in the CCA Senior Care Options plan 
depends on contract renewal. CCA complies 
with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does 
not discriminate based on race, ethnicity, national 
origin, religion, gender, gender identity, sex, age, 
mental or physical disability, health status, claims 
experience, medical history, genetic information, 
evidence of insurability or geographic location. 
ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su 
disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 866-610-2273 (TTY 711). 
ATENÇÃO: Se fala português,encontram-se 
disponíveis serviços linguísticos, grátis. Ligue 
para 866-610-2273 (TTY 711).
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Commonwealth Care Alliance (CCA) Senior Care Options Program (HMO SNP) is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Commonwealth of 
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Monday, 
March 2, 2020

No Arrests

Tuesday, 
March 3, 2020

Around 7:05 a.m. in the 
area of 99 Border St., a 31 
year old male with a Chel-
sea, MA address was ar-
rested for Probation/Parole 
Violation

Wednesday, 
March 4, 2020

No Arrests

Thursday, 
March 5, 2020

Around 9:20 a.m. in the 
area of 64 Horace St., a 25 
year old male with an East 

Boston address was arrest-
ed for Probation/Parole Vi-
olation.

Friday, 
March 6, 2020

Around 7:10 a.m. in the 
area of 312 Border St. a 38 
year old male with an East 
Boston address was arrest-
ed for Assault and Battery 
and Threats.

Around 1:25 p.m. in the 
area of 312 Border St., a 38 
year old male with an East 
Boston address was arrest-
ed for Assault and Battery.

Saturday, 
March 7, 2020

Around 12:00 a.m. in 

the area of 315 Meridi-
an St., a 29 year old male 
with a Malden, MA address 
was arrested for Assault 
by Means of a Dangerous 
Weapon.

Sunday, 
March 8, 2020

Around 1:15 p.m. in the 
area of 514 Border St., a 25 
year old male with an East 
Boston address was arrest-
ed for Assault and Battery.

Around 2:45 p.m. in the 
area of Gove St. and Chel-
sea St. a 38 year old male 
with a Boston, MA address 
was arrested for Distribu-
tion of Class B, Drugs.

By John Lynds

East Boston’s Catholic 
Churches have long been 
the center of faith, social 
gathering and interaction as 
parishioners join in prayer. 
Each Sunday at churches 
like St. Joseph-St. Lazarus, 
Most Holy Redeemer, Our 
Lady of the Assumption 
and Sacred Heart Church 
hundreds come to gather, 
say Mass and then catch up 
with fellow parishioners, 
friends and family. 

However, the COVID-19 
pandemic kept Eastie’s 
churches eerily quiet this 
past Sunday as the Bos-
ton Archdiocese decided 
to suspend daily and Sun-
day Masses to control the 
spread of the virus. 

At a time when many 
are praying for a quick end 
to the virus outbreak and a 
speedy recovery for those 
affected by the illness, 
Masses will be suspended 
until further notice. 

Following the decision 
to temporarily suspend 
daily and Sunday Masses 
Cardinal Sean O’Malley 
has asked that all parishes 
be open daily during rea-
sonable hours in order that 
Catholics and other mem-
bers of the community can 
have the opportunity to vis-
it the church for times of 
prayer in small groups. The 
Cardinal has also asked that 
when possible there be ex-
position of the Blessed Sac-
rament in the churches. 

On Tuesday morning, 

Cardinal O’Malley held a 
special St. Patrick’s Day 
Mass on Boston’s Catholic 
TV so those who can no 
longer attend Mass could 
still pray together. 

“As a people, communi-
ty, and as a nation we are 
being forced into a stance 
of social distancing to ward 
off a potential health disas-
ter,” said Cardinal O’Mal-
ley during the live broad-
cast. “Even as we embrace 
a methodology of physical 
isolation, we must reject 
any stance of alienation 
and individualism. Our 
motivation cannot be fear 
and self-preservation, but a 
sense of solidarity and con-
nectedness.  What is being 
asked of us is for the com-
mon good, to protect the 
most defenseless among 
us.”

Cardinal O’Malley said 
in some ways the present, 
surrealistic atmosphere is 
similar to what we expe-
rienced after the attack of 
September 11. 

“We were shaken from 
our complacency and con-
fronted with the reality that 
changed our lives over-
night,” Cardinal O’Mal-
ley continued. “Likewise, 
today we see the real risk 
to countless numbers of el-
derly and infirm persons, to 
healthcare workers, indeed 
to our hospital system, and 
even the economic well-be-
ing of millions of people 
whose lives have been up-
ended by the necessary 
closings and precautions.”

Cardinal O’Malley said 
just as after 9/11 we need 
to come together as a peo-
ple with a profound sense 
of solidarity and commu-
nity, realizing that so many 
people are suffering and 
fearful. 

“We need to take care 
of each other, especially 
by reaching out to the el-
derly and the most vulner-
able,” he said. “Although 
we cannot celebrate public 
masses at this time because 
we wish to follow the di-
rectives of the government, 
I want to assure all of you 
that we, your priests, are 
offering mass each day 
for all of you. You are all 
spiritually united in these 
masses where we pray for 
the living and the dead. Our 
priests in the parishes are 
there and can be contacted. 
We are trying to use social 
media and Internet stream-
ing as a means of sharing 
communications.”

Cardinal O’Malley said 
he was grateful to all priests 
and parish staff and the 
3000 Catholic school teach-
ers and administrators who 
are all working diligently to 
be able to serve people in 
these challenging circum-
stances. 

“Let me share with you 
an account I read many 
years ago that made quite 
an impression on me,” said 
Cardinal O’Malley. “A 
group of rowdy universi-
ty students on the train in 
France spotted an old man 
sitting alone praying his 

Daily and Sunday Masses suspended

rosary. The students who 
prided themselves on their 
sophistication and scientif-
ic outlook began to mock 
the old man who seemed 
unperturbed by their haz-
ing. Suddenly a passenger 
jumped to his feet and re-
buked the students:  “stop 
bothering Dr. Pasteur.” The 
students were shocked and 
embarrassed. That old man 

praying the rosary was Lou-
is Pasteur, a national hero, 
a rock star, whose research 
and inventions have saved 
millions of lives. Pastuer 
discovered the principles of 
vaccination and pasteuriza-
tion. Arguably, he did more 
than any other person in the 
history of medicine by his 
remarkable breakthroughs 
in understanding the causes 

and prevention of diseas-
es.”

Cardinal O’Malley end-
ed by saying, “May this 
strange Lent that we are 
living, help us to overcome 
the physical distance by 
growing closer to God and 
by strengthening our sense 
of solidarity and communi-
ty with each other.”

An empty St. Joseph-St. Lazarus Church. 

1140 Saratoga St., East Boston, MA
www.KERRYSPINDLER.com   617-395-0077    info@KerrySpindler.com

Skin and Beauty

Holistic & Clinical
Facials - Skincare - Advanced Treatments

Waxings - Tinting - Reiki & More

Gift Cards Available!
YOUTHFUL FUTURE 
FOR YOUR SKIN!

“Look”
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SportsSports

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP •(617) 846-6880 • WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
 Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Sun 8am-7pm • Not responsible for typographical errors. 

We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

"Ground Beef & Patties Ground Fresh Daily"

Pork Spare Ribs ................................. $2.49/lb
Grade A Chicken Wings ....................$2.99/lb
Grade A Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Breast ................................... $1.99/lb

Chuck Pot Roast ............................... $3.99/lb
Boca Burgers  10 oz ................... 2/$6.00/lb
Oscar Meyer Lunchables .................. 2/$5.00
Claussen Pickles .................................2/$7.00

Produce

Bakery

Deli

Green Giant Baby Carrots 1 lb pkg ..... 10/$10.00
Sweet & Juicy Large Cantaloupe ...... 2/$3.00
Hot House Yellow or Orange Peppers ... $2.99/lb
Hydro Cucumbers ................................ 2/$3.00
Fresh Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes .... $2.99/lb

BAKERY 
4" Pies ....................................................... 99¢
New York Cheesecake ..........................$5.99
Pizza Dough white only ....................... $1.29
DELI
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad ...........$5.99/lb
Great Lakes American Cheese ........$3.99/lb
Our Own in Store Antipasto Salad ....$5.99/lb
PRODUCE
Green Giant Idaho
Potatoes 5lb Bag ............................2/$5.00
Florida Fresh Butter & Sugar  
Bi-color corn ....................................2/$1.00
Fresh Black Beauty Eggplant ..........99¢/lb
MEAT
Family Pack Bone in Chicken Thighs ... $1.09/lb
Family Pack Boneless 
New York Strip Steaks .................... $7.99/lb 
Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 31-40ct 1lb bag .... $6.99
GROCERY
Best Yet Bagged Coffee ......................$2.99 
Best Yet Butter Quarters ........... 2/$6.00
Pepsi 2 Liter ........................4/$5.00 + deposit

Weekend Specials
Friday, March 20th through March 22nd

Apple or Raspberry Turnovers  2 pk ....$2.49 
Rustic Rosemary Bread ........................$3.29 
Apple Crumb Pie.......................................$3.99 

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, MARCH 19TH, THROUGH MARCH 25TH, 2020

Duncan Hines Cake Mixes
(ex Signature varieties) ........................10/$10.00
Ronzoni Healthy Pasta Garden Delight or 
Healthy Harvest.............................10/$10.00
Tide Liquid Laundry Detergent.............. $5.99 
Classico Pasta Sauce ........................ 2/$4.00
Duncan Hines Frosting ...................... 2/$4.00
Chicken of the Sea Chunk White 
Canned Tuna .........................................4/$5.00
Eight O' Clock Coffee K-Cups ................. $3.99 
Kraft Salad Dressing  16 oz ............ 2/$4.00
Best Yet Apple Juice  64 oz ............ 2/$3.00
Eggo Waffles  (ex thick & fluffy) ............. 2/$4.00
Ellios Pizza .......................................... 2/$6.00
Weaver Chicken  24 oz bags .................. $3.99 
Tropicana Orange Juice  52 oz ........ 2/$6.00
Yoplait Yogurt .................................. 10/$5.00
Best Yet Sour Cream  16 oz ............ 2/$3.00

Family Pack Specials

Best Yet Cooked Imported Ham ..... $3.99/lb
Kretschmar Rotisserie
Chicken Breast .................................... $6.99/lb
Margherita Genoa Salami................. $5.99/lb
Mother Goose Liverwurst ................ $4.99/lb
Best Yet Honey Roasted 
Turkey Breast ..................................... $5.99/lb

"while supplies last"

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST  | NO RAIN CHECKS THIS TIME

www.WeAreSA.org

SCHOLAR
ATHLETES

OF  
THE  

Scholar Athletes, established in 2009, supports academic achievement through athletics. 

MONTH 

WE ARE 22 ZONES
WE ARE 5,000 YOUNG PEOPLE

WE ARE SCHOLAR ATHLETES

Boston | Springfield | Everett

JOHAN OQUENDO
East Boston High School

Track & Field

Have an Eggstra Have an Eggstra 
Special Easter SeasonSpecial Easter Season

Send us Your Send us Your 
Eggstra Special Eggstra Special 
Person or Pet this Person or Pet this 
Easter seasonEaster season

Photos will be published on April 8Photos will be published on April 8thth and April 9 and April 9thth

Revere Journal   |   East Boston Times
Chelsea Record   |   Everett Independent
Winthrop Transcript   |   Lynn Journal 

Please send your photo to 
 PROMO@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
with the following information:

Name (first only), phone number and Publication(s) of choice

HOP TO IT....HOP TO IT....

Paris St Pool closes for renovations and some of the lap swimmers share a photo with Eastie Swim Coach Dave Arinella.

 PARIS ST LAP SWIMMERS ON THEIR LAST DAY

By John Lynds

On Saturday, March 7 
the newly elected Ward 
1 Democratic Committee 
held a caucus to elect del-
egates to the 2020 Massa-
chusetts State Democratic 
Convention to be held on 
May 30 at the Tsongas Cen-
ter at UMass Lowell. How-
ever, that date could change 
as the COVID-19 pandemic 
increases in scale. 

During the Massachu-
setts Presidential Primary 
the ‘Fresh Slate” group won 
20 seats to effectively take 
over the Ward I Democratic 
Committee. Liana LaMat-
tina, a candidate from the 
‘Unity Slate” was the only 
member of the opposing 
group to win a seat on East-
ie’s local ward committee. 

The Saturday follow-
ing the primary, the group 
held its first caucus and 
elected Heather O’Brien; 
Liana LaMattina; Victoria 
Dzindzichashvili (DiLoren-
zo); Gloribel Rivas; Jo Ann 
Fitzgerald; Teresa Pol-
hemus; Claudia Correa; Ni-
cole DaSilva; Katie Boyd; 
Gladys Oliveros; Brian 
Gannon; Zachary Hollo-
peter; Joe Ruggiero; Jay 
Ruggiero; Ricardo Patron; 
Fernando Ortiz; Steven 
Gingras; Andrew Therri-
ault; Michael Sulprizio; 

and Kannan Thiruvengada 
as 2020 Delegates. 

While the predominantly 
progressive slate won con-
trol of the Ward Committee 
during the primary the cau-
cus voting seemed to favor 
a more balanced mix of 
neighborhood Democrats. 

For example Jay and Joe 
Ruggiero, Polhemus, Boyd, 
LaMattina, Oliveros, Cor-
rea, DaSilva, Ortiz and Sul-
prizio were all part of the 
Unity Slate that lost out to 
the Fresh Slate but now rep-
resent half of the delegates 
heading to the Convention 
in late May. 

In a statement the Ward 
Committee said, “If you 
were not elected at the cau-
cus, you can still apply un-
til March 25 to be an add-
on delegate if you identify 
as being youth, LGBTQ+, 
disabled, or underrepre-
sented minority. Add-on 
delegates can cast votes at 
the convention, and are an 
important way to build di-
versity and inclusion in the 
party. Additionally, you can 
apply for a fee waiver if the 
delegate fee would be a fi-
nancial hardship.”

You can read more about 
the process, and apply to 
be an add-on delegate, 
here: https://massdems.
org/2020-convention-cau-
cus-information/

Ward 1 Dem. Committee holds 
caucus for convention delegates
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What you need to know about 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

What is coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)? 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness 
that can spread from person to person. The virus that causes 
COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that was first identified during 
an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China.

Can people in the U.S. get COVID-19? 
Yes. COVID-19 is spreading from person to person in parts of 
the United States. Risk of infection with COVID-19 is higher 
for people who are close contacts of someone known to have 
COVID-19, for example healthcare workers, or household 
members. Other people at higher risk for infection are those 
who live in or have recently been in an area with ongoing spread 
of COVID-19. Learn more about places with ongoing spread at   
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/
transmission.html#geographic.

Have there been cases of COVID-19 in the U.S.? 
Yes. The first case of COVID-19 in the United States was 
reported on January 21, 2020. The current count of cases of 
COVID-19 in the United States is available on CDC’s webpage at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html.

How does COVID-19 spread? 
The virus that causes COVID-19 probably emerged from an 
animal source, but is now spreading from person to person. 
The virus is thought to spread mainly between people who 
are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet) 
through respiratory droplets produced when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes. It also may be possible that a person 
can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has 
the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 
possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main 
way the virus spreads. Learn what is known about the spread 
of newly emerged coronaviruses at https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html. 

What are the symptoms of COVID-19?
Patients with COVID-19 have had mild to severe respiratory 
illness with symptoms of
• fever
• cough
• shortness of breath

What are severe complications from this virus? 
Some patients have pneumonia in both lungs, multi-organ 
failure and in some cases death. 

How can I help protect myself? 
People can help protect themselves from respiratory illness with 
everyday preventive actions.    
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with 

unwashed hands. 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available.

If you are sick, to keep from spreading respiratory illness 
to others, you should
• Stay home when you are sick. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the 

tissue in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects 

and surfaces.

What should I do if I recently traveled from an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19?
If you have traveled from an affected area, there may be  
restrictions on your movements for up to 2 weeks. If you 
develop symptoms during that period (fever, cough, trouble 
breathing), seek medical advice. Call the office of your health 
care provider before you go, and tell them about your travel and 
your symptoms. They will give you instructions on how to get 
care without exposing other people to your illness. While sick, 
avoid contact with people, don’t go out and delay any travel to 
reduce the possibility of spreading illness to others.

Is there a vaccine? 
There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. The 
best way to prevent infection is to take everyday preventive 
actions, like avoiding close contact with people who are sick and 
washing your hands often. 

Is there a treatment? 
There is no specific antiviral treatment for COVID-19. 
People with COVID-19 can seek medical care to help 
relieve symptoms.

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19
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restrictions on your movements for up to 2 weeks. If you 
develop symptoms during that period (fever, cough, trouble 
breathing), seek medical advice. Call the office of your health 
care provider before you go, and tell them about your travel and 
your symptoms. They will give you instructions on how to get 
care without exposing other people to your illness. While sick, 
avoid contact with people, don’t go out and delay any travel to 
reduce the possibility of spreading illness to others.

Is there a vaccine? 
There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. The 
best way to prevent infection is to take everyday preventive 
actions, like avoiding close contact with people who are sick and 
washing your hands often. 

Is there a treatment? 
There is no specific antiviral treatment for COVID-19. 
People with COVID-19 can seek medical care to help 
relieve symptoms.

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19

Stop the Spread of Germs

For more, visit: www.mass.gov/2019coronavirus Massachusetts Department of Public Health

3/9/2020

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and 
mouth.

Wash your hands often with soap 
and warm water, or use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer.

 Stay home if you are sick and avoid 
close contact with others.

 Think ahead about how to take care 
of yourself and your loved ones. 
Visit mass.gov/KnowPlanPrepare for 
preparedness tips.

Clean things that are frequently 
touched (like doorknobs and 
countertops) with household cleaning 
spray or wipes.

 Cover your mouth when you cough 
or sneeze. Use a tissue or your inner 
elbow, not your hands.

Help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases  
like the flu and COVID-19:

Detenga la Propagación de Gérmenes

Evite tocarse los ojos, la nariz y la boca.Lave sus manos frecuentemente con 
jabón y agua tibia, o use un desinfectante 
de manos a base de alcohol.

 Quédese en su casa si está enfermo/a  
y evite el contacto cercano con otras 
personas

 Planifique como cuidarse usted y a sus 
seres queridos.
Visite mass.gov/KnowPlanPrepare para 
ver la lista de preparación.

Limpie las superficies que se tocan 
con frecuencia (como los picaportes y 
mesadas o encimeras) con rociadores 
o toallitas húmedas para la limpieza del 
hogar.

 Cubra su boca al toser o estornudar. Use 
un pañuelo descartable o la parte interna 
de su codo, no sus manos.

Para más información visite: www.mass.gov/2019coronavirus Departamento de Salud Pública de Massachusetts

2/3/2020

Ayude a evitar la propagación de enfermedades
   respiratorias como la gripe y el COVID-19:
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For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19

What to do if you are sick with 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

If you are sick with COVID-19 or suspect you are infected with the virus that causes COVID-19, follow 
the steps below to help prevent the disease from spreading to people in your home and community. 

Stay home except to get medical care 
You should restrict activities outside your home, except for 
getting medical care. Do not go to work, school, or public areas. 
Avoid using public transportation, ride-sharing, or taxis.

Separate yourself from other people and animals in 
your home
People: As much as possible, you should stay in a specific room 
and away from other people in your home. Also, you should use 
a separate bathroom, if available.

Animals: Do not handle pets or other animals while sick. See 
COVID-19 and Animals for more information.

Call ahead before visiting your doctor 
If you have a medical appointment, call the healthcare provider 
and tell them that you have or may have COVID-19. This will 
help the healthcare provider’s office take steps to keep other 
people from getting infected or exposed.

Wear a facemask
You should wear a facemask when you are around other people 
(e.g., sharing a room or vehicle) or pets and before you enter 
a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a 
facemask (for example, because it causes trouble breathing), 
then people who live with you should not stay in the same room 
with you, or they should wear a facemask if they enter 
your room.

Cover your coughs and sneezes 
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze. Throw used tissues in a lined trash can; immediately 
wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
or clean your hands with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% alcohol covering all surfaces of your hands 
and rubbing them together until they feel dry. Soap and water 
should be used preferentially if hands are visibly dirty.

Avoid sharing personal household items 
You should not share dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating 
utensils, towels, or bedding with other people or pets in 
your home. After using these items, they should be washed 
thoroughly with soap and water. 

Clean your hands often
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. If soap and water are not available, clean your hands 
with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol, covering all surfaces of your hands and rubbing them 
together until they feel dry. Soap and water should be used 
preferentially if hands are visibly dirty. Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Clean all “high-touch” surfaces every day
High touch surfaces include counters, tabletops, doorknobs, 
bathroom fixtures, toilets, phones, keyboards, tablets, and 
bedside tables. Also, clean any surfaces that may have blood, 
stool, or body fluids on them. Use a household cleaning spray 
or wipe, according to the label instructions. Labels contain 
instructions for safe and effective use of the cleaning product 
including precautions you should take when applying the 
product, such as wearing gloves and making sure you have good 
ventilation during use of the product.

Monitor your symptoms
Seek prompt medical attention if your illness is worsening (e.g., 
difficulty breathing). Before seeking care, call your healthcare 
provider and tell them that you have, or are being evaluated 
for, COVID-19. Put on a facemask before you enter the facility. 
These steps will help the healthcare provider’s office to keep 
other people in the office or waiting room from getting infected 
or exposed. 

Ask your healthcare provider to call the local or state health 
department. Persons who are placed under active monitoring or 
facilitated self-monitoring should follow instructions provided 
by their local health department or occupational health 
professionals, as appropriate. When working with your local 
health department check their available hours.  

If you have a medical emergency and need to call 911, notify the 
dispatch personnel that you have, or are being evaluated for 
COVID-19. If possible, put on a facemask before emergency 
medical services arrive.

Discontinuing home isolation
Patients with confirmed COVID-19 should remain under home 
isolation precautions until the risk of secondary transmission 
to others is thought to be low. � he decision to discontinue 
home isolation precautions should be made on a case-by-case 
basis, in consultation with healthcare providers and state and 
local health departments.

19CORONAVIRUS
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For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19

What to do if you are sick with 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

If you are sick with COVID-19 or suspect you are infected with the virus that causes COVID-19, follow 
the steps below to help prevent the disease from spreading to people in your home and community. 

Stay home except to get medical care 
You should restrict activities outside your home, except for 
getting medical care. Do not go to work, school, or public areas. 
Avoid using public transportation, ride-sharing, or taxis.

Separate yourself from other people and animals in 
your home
People: As much as possible, you should stay in a specific room 
and away from other people in your home. Also, you should use 
a separate bathroom, if available.

Animals: Do not handle pets or other animals while sick. See 
COVID-19 and Animals for more information.

Call ahead before visiting your doctor 
If you have a medical appointment, call the healthcare provider 
and tell them that you have or may have COVID-19. This will 
help the healthcare provider’s office take steps to keep other 
people from getting infected or exposed.

Wear a facemask
You should wear a facemask when you are around other people 
(e.g., sharing a room or vehicle) or pets and before you enter 
a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a 
facemask (for example, because it causes trouble breathing), 
then people who live with you should not stay in the same room 
with you, or they should wear a facemask if they enter 
your room.

Cover your coughs and sneezes 
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze. Throw used tissues in a lined trash can; immediately 
wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
or clean your hands with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% alcohol covering all surfaces of your hands 
and rubbing them together until they feel dry. Soap and water 
should be used preferentially if hands are visibly dirty.

Avoid sharing personal household items 
You should not share dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating 
utensils, towels, or bedding with other people or pets in 
your home. After using these items, they should be washed 
thoroughly with soap and water. 

Clean your hands often
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. If soap and water are not available, clean your hands 
with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol, covering all surfaces of your hands and rubbing them 
together until they feel dry. Soap and water should be used 
preferentially if hands are visibly dirty. Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Clean all “high-touch” surfaces every day
High touch surfaces include counters, tabletops, doorknobs, 
bathroom fixtures, toilets, phones, keyboards, tablets, and 
bedside tables. Also, clean any surfaces that may have blood, 
stool, or body fluids on them. Use a household cleaning spray 
or wipe, according to the label instructions. Labels contain 
instructions for safe and effective use of the cleaning product 
including precautions you should take when applying the 
product, such as wearing gloves and making sure you have good 
ventilation during use of the product.

Monitor your symptoms
Seek prompt medical attention if your illness is worsening (e.g., 
difficulty breathing). Before seeking care, call your healthcare 
provider and tell them that you have, or are being evaluated 
for, COVID-19. Put on a facemask before you enter the facility. 
These steps will help the healthcare provider’s office to keep 
other people in the office or waiting room from getting infected 
or exposed. 

Ask your healthcare provider to call the local or state health 
department. Persons who are placed under active monitoring or 
facilitated self-monitoring should follow instructions provided 
by their local health department or occupational health 
professionals, as appropriate. When working with your local 
health department check their available hours.  

If you have a medical emergency and need to call 911, notify the 
dispatch personnel that you have, or are being evaluated for 
COVID-19. If possible, put on a facemask before emergency 
medical services arrive.

Discontinuing home isolation
Patients with confirmed COVID-19 should remain under home 
isolation precautions until the risk of secondary transmission 
to others is thought to be low. � he decision to discontinue 
home isolation precautions should be made on a case-by-case 
basis, in consultation with healthcare providers and state and 
local health departments.

COVID-19 cases in Massachusetts 
as of March 16

Confirmed cases of COVID-19 197

Total Number of Cases by County
Barnstable  1
Berkshire  11

Bristol 2
Essex  8
Hampden  1
Middlesex  83
Norfolk  36
Plymouth  3
Suffolk  36
Worcester  6
Unknown 10

Statistics for MassachusettsStatistics for Massachusetts

Massachusetts residents subject to COVID-19 
quarantine by current status as of March 10

Total of individuals subject to quarantine 1083

Total of individuals who have completed 
monitoring (no longer in quarantine) 638

Total of individuals currently undergoing 
monitoring/under quarantine 445

For the most up to date information 
scan this with your smartphone at 
any time to visit the State’s website 
for all information related to the 
virus. 
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THINK OF IT AS 
AN OWNER’S MANUAL

FOR YOUR MONEY.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s 
the everyday guide to protecting your hard-earned money. For your free copy, order 
online at ConsumerAction.gov; send your name and address to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009; or call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

Being a smart shopper just got easier. 

To place a 
memoriam in the 
Times Free Press, 

please call 
781-485-0588

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

OBITUARIES

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Please visit eastietimes.com

Dante Memmolo, Jr.
Retired Dental Industry Sales Rep.

A Funeral 
Mass was cele-
brated in Sacred 
Heart Church, 
East Boston on 

March 16 for Dante M. 
Memmolo Jr., who passed 
away at St. Anne’s Hospital 
in Fall River on March 11. 
He was 75 years old.

Dante had a lifelong ca-
reer in the dental industry 
as a sales representative and 
covered territory in New 
England, upstate New York 
and the South. His compa-
nies included SS White, 
Rower (Healthco) Dental, 
Henry J. Bosworth and Dux 
Dental.

In his retirement, Dante 
enjoyed a part-time job as 
a sales associate for Brooks 
Brothers at the Premium 
Outlets in Merrimack, 
N.H., while continuing as 
an independent representa-
tive of dental products.  

Dante loved meeting 
people. His sense of humor 
and ability to engage oth-
ers allowed him to easily 
turn strangers into friends.  
Photography became his 
passion upon retirement.  
He sought opportunities 
to learn and practice new 
skills, excelling in night 
photography and city-
scapes. Dante was a daily 
walker, enjoyed folk music, 
travel, and spending time 
with family and friends.  

 Dante was proud to 
serve his country in the 
Massachusetts Air National 
Guard with his father and 
brothers.  He was keenly 
interested in aviation histo-
ry and served as Vice Pres-
ident of the Massachusetts 
Air National Guard Histori-
cal Association.

The devoted son of the 
late Lt. Col. Dante M. 
Memmolo and Mary R. 
(Laurano) Memmolo, he 
was the cherished brother 
of Mary Jane Marcucci of 
Newburyport and Marga-

ret A. Shand (Michael) of 
Barrington, R.I. Dante was 
predeceased by his brother, 
Michael and his twin, An-
thony. He was the beloved 
nephew of Stanley Buona-
gurio and Gloria Laurano, 
both of East Boston, dear 
brother-in-law of Patricia 
Memmolo of Bradenton, 
Fla., and adored uncle of 
Michael Memmolo (Tri-
cia) of Tigard, Ore., Andrea 
Currier (Michael) of Bra-
denton, Fla., David Mem-
molo (Jessica) of Oceans-
ide, Calif., Mary Canelas 
(Paul) of Hudson, N.H., 
Annemarie Butler (Bret) of 
Newburyport, Jayne Miller-
ick of Bow, N.H., Elizabeth 
Marcucci of Epping, N.H., 
Benjamin Shand of New 
York City and Grace Shand 
of Providence, R.I. He is 
also lovingly survived by 
many grandnieces, grand-
nephews, treasured cousins, 
friends and colleagues.

Remembrances may be 
made to Massachusetts Air 
National Guard Historical 
Association (MANGHA), 
Inc., P.O. Box 38, 158 Reil-
ly St., Otis ANGB, MA 
02542. To online condo-
lences, please visit www.
vertuccioandsmith.com. 
Funeral Arrangements were 
under the care and direction 
of the Vertuccio & Smith, 
Home for Funerals, Revere.

Marie Mottola
Longtime Revere hairdresser and Rosetti 

Senior Center volunteer

Marie “Palmie” (Bel-
monte) Mottola, a lifelong 
resident of Revere, passed 
away at home surrounded 
by her loving family on 
March 13 at the age of 91.  

Marie was a local hair-
dresser on Beach Street, Re-
vere, for many years.  She 
enjoyed her volunteer work 
with the Rosseti Senior 
Center, where many friend-
ships were formed. Ma-
rie had a strong faith, and 
would recite the rosary 
daily.  Her famous line was 
“You Other One.” Palmie 
will be sorely missed by all 
who knew her. 

Born in Revere on Sept. 
8, 1928, to the late Joseph 
and Anna (Caruso) Bel-
monte, she was the beloved 
wife of the late Angelo 
“Sonny,” devoted mother 
of Jean Mottola of Lynn, 
formerly of Revere, Ernest 
“Ernie” Mottola and his 
wife, Donna of Seabrook, 
N.H., and Joseph Motto-
la and his wife, Andrea of 
Revere; cherished grand-
mother of eight and adoring 
great-grandmother of five; 
the dear sister of Deacon 
Joseph Belmonte and his 
wife, Barbara of Peabody 

and the late Angela Carna-
vale.  She is also survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews.

In light of the recent 
developments with the 
Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
all funeral services were 
privately held. Interment 
was in Holy Cross Cem-
etery. Arrangements were 
entrusted to the 

Paul Buonfiglio & 
Sons-Bruno Funeral 
Home, Revere.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be 
made to Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, 309 Waverley 
Oaks Road, Waltham, MA 
02452.  For guest book, 
please visit www.buonfi-
glio.com.

Robert Kyle 
Of New Hampshire, formerly of Revere

Robert C. Kyle, of Bart-
lett, N.H., formerly of 
Revere, passed away on 
March 4.

He was the beloved 
husband of the late Wan-
da (Skovinski) Kyle, de-
voted father of Robert S. 
Kyle and his wife, Keri of 
Tewksbury, Danielle Day 
and her husband, Bill of Re-
vere and Rachelle Marasca 
and her husband, Mark of 
Epping, N.H.; dear broth-
er of Kenneth Kyle and his 
wife, Patricia of George-
town, formerly of Revere 
and cherished grandfather 
of Christian, Mark, Megan, 
Dillan and Ethan. Robert is 
also lovingly survived by 
many nieces and nephews. 

A Visitation will be 
held from the Paul Buon-
figlio & Sons ~ Bruno Fu-
neral, Home 128 Revere 

Street, Revere, on Sunday, 
March 22, from 2 to 5 p.m., 
followed by Prayer Service 
in the Funeral Home at 5 
p.m. Relatives and friends 
are kindly invited. At the 
family’s request and in lieu 
of flowers, remembrances 
may be made in Robert’s 
memory to the American 
Cancer Society, P.O. Box 
22478, Oklahoma City, OK 
73123 or at https://donate3.
cancer.org/.  For guest 
book, please visit www.
Buonfiglio.com.

Frances DiPlatzi
Will be missed by all who knew her

Frances (Ferrera) DiPlat-
zi of Revere died on March 
13 at the age of 68.  

Frances was born in 
Cambridge on Sept. 13, 
1951, to the late Antonio 
Ferrera and Theresa Ferre-
ra-Osoling.  She is survived 
by her longtime companion 
of 42 years, William Botel-
ho. She was the cherished 
mother of Michael DiPlat-
zi and his fianceé, Justine 
Drinkwater, adored grand-
mother of Mikayla and 
Justin DiPlatzi, dear sister 
of Millie Lodin of Frank-
lin and Patricia Buontempo 
and her husband, Albert of 
Revere and beloved aunt of 
Anthony Buontempo. Fran-
ces truly will be missed by 
all who knew her.  

 In light of the recent 
developments with the 
Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
all funeral services were 
privately held with arrange-

ments by the Paul Buonfi-
glio & Sons, Bruno Funeral 
Home, Revere. Interment 
was in Holy Cross Ceme-
tery.  In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society, Donor Services, 
P.O. Box 4072, Pittsfield, 
MA 02102.  For guest book, 
please visit www.Buonfi-
glio.com.

Margaret Benitez
Lifelong East Boston resident

Margaret (Panto) Beni-
tez, a life-long resident of 
East Boston, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
her loving family on March 
14 at the age of 90.

The beloved wife of the 
late Joseph Benitez Sr., she 
was the devoted mother of 
Joseph Benitez Jr. of East 
Boston and the late Mer-
cedes Benitez, dear sister 
of the late Joseph Panto, 
Charles Panto, Isabella 
Greco, Frank Panto, Sally 
Joslin, Josephine Cardina-
le, Frances Barbarisi, Mary 
DeSimone, Gloria Stor-
niolo and Rosalie Milano 
and adored grandmother of 
Brittany Forlizzi and Chris-
tina Kjersgard. She is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces and nephews.

In accordance with the 
CDC, Mass. Department of 
Public Health, Archdiocese 
of Boston guidelines and 
local restrictions on gather-

ings and congregations due 
to COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the immedi-
ate family privately. If you 
have any questions, please 
contact the funeral home 
during normal business 
hours.

Mrs. Benitez will be laid 
to rest with her beloved 
husband Joseph at Wood-
lawn Cemetery. For more 
information or to send an 
online condolence, vis-
it ruggieromh.com.

ST. JUDE
NOVENA

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world 
now and forever. Sacred Heart of 
Jesus pray for us. St. Jude, worker 
of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, 
helper of the hopeless, pray for us. 
Say this prayer 9 times a day. By 
the 8th day your prayer will be 
answered. It has never been known 
to fail. Publication must be 
promised.
My prayers have been answered.

I.T.

Amy Hanton of Revere, 
formerly of East Boston, 
passed away peacefully 
at the Salem Hospital sur-
rounded by her loving fam-
ily on March 16.

She was the loving 
daughter of the late George 
and Maria (Spada) Hanton, 
wife of Orlando Solis, lov-
ing mother of Alec Gonza-
lez, dear sister of Michelle 
Varano and her husband, 
Nick, adored granddaugh-
ter of the late Louis and 
Margaret Spada and fond 
aunt of Nico and Marina 
Varano.

Family and friends will 
honor Amy’s life by gath-
ering at the Ruggiero Fam-
ily Memorial Home, 971 
Saratoga St., East Boston 

today, Wednesday, March 
18 from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
followed by a Funeral Mass 
in celebration of Amy’s life 
at 11 a.m. at Sacred Heart 
Church Brooks St., East 
Boston. Services will con-
clude with Amy being laid 
to rest at Holy Cross Cem-
etery.

Amy Hanton
Of Revere, formerly of East Boston
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$80 Billion. That’s how much money Federal Student Aid awards each year in grants, 

low-interest loans and work-study to students in colleges, trade schools and professional schools.

You and your family may be eligible. So go online and learn how Federal Student Aid, part of the U.S. 

Department of Education, can help you begin to realize your dream of an education after high school.

www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov  |   1-800-4-FED-AID

The most costly education
Is the one not begun

LEGALS

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ASPHALT/PAVING

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates Hanton Home 

Repairs
• Handyman
• Windows
• Painting
• Decks

781-307-0947

CLEANING SERVICES CONTRACTING

Please Recycle This Paper 

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

G Curb Cuts G Landscaping G Water Lines G Excavation
G Concrete Foundations G Retaining Walls G Stone Delivery

G Bobcat Service G Concrete G Seal CoatG Sewer Lines G Free Fill
BOB 781-284-6311

617-A-S-P-H-A-L-T
Family Operated

Since 1963

ASPHALT PAVING - CONSTRUCTION

R. SASSO & SONS

PLASTERING

HANDYMAN

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

HANDYMAN
Painting | Landscaping

Yard Cleaning
Call 561-352-0749
Servicing Revere & Local 

Areas

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

617-767-5048
www.beautifulhome-mass.com

elvessantista@hotmail.comElvis Da Silva
– FREE ESTIMATES –

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

Neighborhood Affordable 
General Contractors

857-258-5584
Home Improvements Consultants

Residential/ Commercial • Interior/
Exterior • New Construction Build and 
Design • Attics • Basements • Additions

Vinyl Siding •Roofing • Porches
Windows • Kitchen and bathrooms

Pre-approved Contractors for first time 
home buyers programs

VICTOR V. MA CSL#088821 
Quality Work @ Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates! 30 Years Experience!

PLUMBING

Dj 
Mechanical
Quality & Affordable 
Service
D/B/A Dj Mechanical

Call Anthony
(617) 784-4521

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

Advertise for 3 months 
for only:

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR 
SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 

781-485-0588 X110 OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

TO PLACE 

YOUR AD 

781-485-0588

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

East Boston
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Wednesday, January 10, 2018

     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)

Beacon Hill Times(8700)

The Boston Sun(14000) 

Regional Review(3500) 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge(7300)

Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 

Mission Hill Gazette(7000)

Your 
Ad Here!

8 week
minimum
per calendar

year

[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800

• 123 
APTS. FOR 

RENT

BUILDING 
FOR SALE

LYNN - 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, kitchen, living room 
$1800 month includes 
heat & hot water. Call 
Vipul 781-218-9706
4/1
---------------
REVERE Beachmont - 
Available now. 
3BR, 2BA, LR, Kit, 
Laundry in bldg., Sec 8 
approved. $2500 incl. 
heat 339-224-3839
3/25
-----------------
WINTHROP - Ft. Heath 
Apts. - Ocean View
1 & 2 BR apts. in mod. 
shoreline bldg.
Non-smoking/no pets. 
Steps to beach, minutes 
to Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercise 
facility, lounge, pkg.
Heat & HW incl. 617-846-
7300 Debra.
3/19
--------------
WINTHROP - 1BR, open 
concept KIT/LR, lg. Deck 
w/views. Walk to T, close 
to beach. Cat OK. $1500 
includes util. Dep. Req’d. 
Must see! 617-682-6498 
3/26
-------------------
CHELSEA - Shurtleff St. 
- 3&4 BR Apt., gas heat, 
lead cert. Sec 8 OK, No 
smoking, no pets 781-
844-1133
4/1

REVERE
Great Location
2 Store Fronts 1 4BR Apt. 
5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
617 785 7027

• 272 GEN’L  HELP  
WANTED

------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your 
House? Call to reach 
over 50,000 readers. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403
------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588.
 ------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
------------------------------

SOBER
HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations
Safe and sober housing 
accommodations for men 
and women available 
now in Revere, East 
Boston and Lynn.  Call 
today 617-610-0053 or 
visit www.americasober.
com

PART TIME DRIVING 
INSTRUCTORS - Weekday 
afternoons to early 
evenings & Saturdays. 
Certified and experience 
preferred will train. Call 
Pleasant Auto School 
(781)284-4388
4/1
---------------------
DELIVERY DRIVER - Part 
Time
For a dry cleaners in 
Winthrop
Part time. 10-14 Hours 
per week.
Early afternoons Approx. 
Between 12pm-2pm
Valid driver’s license 
required & must provide 
a copy of driving record 
from RMV.
617-834-2404
--------------------------

CUSTOMER SERVICE REP. 
wanted for
Dry Cleaners in Winthrop. 
Wed-Friday afternoons. 
Please contact Mar-
co 617-834-2404
----------------------
Sociedad Latina seeks a 
Steam Team Coordi-
nator for their Umana 
- East Boston site. If 
interested, Send Resume 
& Cover Letter to juan@
sociedadlatina.org or 
apply throughwww.socie-
dadlatina.org/careers.
3/26
------------------------
GENERAL HELP:  Full time 
or Part time available 
-Mon-Fri 8 to 4.  Laborer 
needed for Marina Ser-
vice Dept. Winthrop.  We 
are willing to train right 
candidate, mechanical 
experience helpful but 
not necessary. Please call 
617-846-1100 ask for 
Lloyd. 3/25

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of

Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and
Family Court

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF 

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. C. 190B,
§5-304
Docket No. 
SU20P0477GD
Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
PO Box 9667

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
In the matter of:
Alanna L. Treanor
Of: East Boston, MA
To the named 
Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a 
petition has been filed 
by Daniel Treanor of 
East Boston, MA, in the 
above captioned matter 
alleging that Alanna L. 
Treanor is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting 
that Daniel Treanor of 
East Boston, MA (or some 
other suitable person) be 
appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond.
The petition asks the 

court to determine 
that the Respondent 
is incapacitated, that 
the appointment of a 
Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate.  
The petition is on file 
with this court and may 
contain a request for 
certain specific authority.
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance at 
this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 04/02/2020. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file 

the written appearance 
if you object to the 
petition. If you fail the 
written appearance by 
the return date, action 
may be taken in this 
matter without further 
notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written 
appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the 
return date.
IMPORTANT
NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 

right to make decisions 
about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named 
person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request 
on behalf of the above-
named person. If the 
above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 09, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

3/18/20
EB



Page 12 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, March 18, 2020

Payment in Full required at the time of placiing your order.
Please Place Your Orders By Thursday, March 29, 2018

by phone or drop by Spinelli’s -East Boston
282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128 
Telephone 617-567-1992   ~   Fax 617-567-5150
   Open Easter Day 8:00am - 1:00pm

Have Spinelli’s  East Boston
Cook your Easter Dinner
Complete Holiday Dinner Includes

10lb. Spiral Ham
Serves approximately 8 - 10 people

$149.95 plus tax
Complete with

Spinelli’s is looking forward to having Easter with you!

Mashed Potatoes, Corn or 
Grean Beans w/carrots, 

Apple Rasin Sauce
Choice of 

Ricotta, Custard or Apple Pie
OR Order an 

Individual Ham Dinner
Spiral Ham with Apple Rasin Sauce

Dinner Includes
Mashed Potatoes, Choice of Corn or String Beans w/Carrots

Choice of Slice of Ricotta, Custard or Apple Pie

$14.75 per person plus tax
Payment in Full required at time of placing your order.Payment in Full required at time of placing your order.

Please place Your Orders By Thursday, April 9, 2020Please place Your Orders By Thursday, April 9, 2020

Spiral Ham with Apple Raisin SauceSpiral Ham with Apple Raisin Sauce

Apple Raisin and RollsApple Raisin and Rolls

WE’RE OFFERING THIS SPECIAL PAGE AS A RESOURCE FOR ALL SERVICES 
IN TOWN THAT PEOPLE MIGHT NEED WHILE STAYING IN.

FULL-PRINT EDITION WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLINE WEDNESDAY

THE SPECIAL IS A BUSINESS CARD AD FOR 2 WEEKS FOR $80
Please reach out with any questions,deadline for Wednesday Mar 25 is Monday the 23 at noon

Call 781-485-0588

STAY IN AND TAKE OUT
HELP LOCAL BUSINESSES WHILE STAYING IN

Deliveries ★ Takeouts ★ Home Services
During this crisis, here are some East Boston resources.
Consider taking out an ad to and to promote your business at this time, there are many 

people in East Boston who do not go online and use the newspaper for most of their 
neighborhood information.

84 BENNINGTON ST.
EAST BOSTON

617-567-4627 • 617-567-3080

11AM-11PM 
7 DAYS A WEEK

OPEN FOR OPEN FOR TAKEOUTTAKEOUT & DELIVERY & DELIVERY

DELIVERING 
TO EASTIE, 

WINTHROP & 
BEACHMONT 

Will be Offering Online Tutoring 
to K0 - 6 ELA & Math 

Time: To be Determined 
Call Naimah Allateef 

at 857-264-0802 
to Register

STAYING IN

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

RESIDENTS 
ATTEND MBTA 
MEETING

CHELSEA - The MBTA 
held a public meeting at 
City Hall seeking input on 
its public engagement plan 
that at times became an op-
portunity for T customers to 
speak up on the variety of 
issues they see with transit 
service.

The meeting on Thurs-
day, March 5, was part of 
the public input period for 
the MBTA Public Engage-
ment Plan.

“The Public Engagement 
Plan is an opportunity for 
riders to influence what 
happens at the MBTA by 
delivering better services 
to customers,” said MBTA 
Assistant General Manag-
er for Policy Laurel Pag-
et-Seekins.

Paget-Seekins said the 
engagement plan will help 
the MBTA make better de-
cisions and strengthen proj-
ects by getting input from 
the public earlier in the pro-
cess.

Public input for the draft 
of the public engagement 
plan is still being accepted 
through March 20. Those 
who were unable to at-
tend one of the five public 
meetings (including the one 
in Chelsea) can provide 
feedback online at  HY-
PERLINK “http://mbta.
com/public-engagement” 
\t “_blank” mbta.com/pub-
lic-engagement or email  
HYPERLINK “mailto:en-
gatement@mbta.com” \t 
“_blank” engagement@
mbta.com. Paget-Seekins 
said the online comments 
will be cataloged and carry 
just as much weight as any 
input from the public meet-
ings.

Paget-Seekins pointed to 
several recent examples of 
public outreach to highlight 
what the MBTA is trying to 
accomplish, including the 
Green Line extension from 
Lechmere to Union Square 
in Somerville and the Bet-
ter Bus network redesign 
project.

Outreach efforts for 
both projects have includ-
ed community meetings, 
website and email updates, 
door-to-door canvassing, 
and automated phone calls.

“Our public engagement 

plan is meant to guide fu-
ture engagements,” Pag-
et-Seekins said. 

She said there are five 
suggested principles that 
will help guide that pro-
cess, including developing 
strong community partners; 
strategic outreach to voices 
that have not always been 
traditionally heard; build-
ing inclusive, diverse, and 
accessible environments; 
having respectful and solu-
tions-based dialogue; and 
being transparent with the 
process.

During the question 
and answer session, Pag-
et-Seekins was asked why 
only one of the five public 
hearings on the plan were 
held in Boston. A number 
of those who attended the 
Chelsea meeting last week 
traveled to Chelsea after 
being unable to make it to 
the Boston hearing.

“We serve 175 towns, 
but the most ridership is in 
Boston,” said Paget-Seek-
ins. “The question is how 
we reach as many people 
outside of meetings, as 
well.”

Several members of the 
Boston-based Alternatives 
for Community and Envi-
ronment (ACE), a transpor-
tation justice community 
organization, raised their 
concerns about how the 
MBTA has handled past en-
gagement efforts.

Some of those concerns 
included a lack of using 
existing MBTA resources, 
such as advertising and vid-
eo messaging, to spread the 
word about upcoming proj-
ects. Several riders also said 
that the messaging of the 
Better Bus project did not 
clearly state that the project 
would include the rerouting 
of bus stops, and that there 
has sometimes been less 
community engagement for 
projects that impact more 
minority-based communi-
ties.

Paget-Seekins said the 
MBTA is taking into con-
sideration ways it can reach 
out to people and neighbor-
hoods that are impacted by 
MBTA projects, including 
going directly to housing 
complexes or community 
centers. She was also asked 
about the possibility of 
the MBTA holding affini-
ty-group based meetings for 

people of different back-
grounds, pointing out that 
there is one group already 
for people with disabilities.

Chelsea resident Susan 
Backstrom said the disabili-
ty group meetings are effec-
tive, but could go further.

“The only issue is that it 
is in English,” said Back-
strom. “Chelsea has more 
than 50 percent of its popu-
lation that is Spanish speak-
ing, that is a difference.”

While there was a focus 
on ways to improve the 
engagement of the MBTA, 
there were also several 
questions raised about other 
service issues and fare in-
creases during the meeting.

While not directly relat-
ed to the goal of the meet-
ing, Paget-Seekins and sev-
eral other MBTA officials 
did take time to answer as 
many questions as they 
could.

Paget-Seekins also said 
it was a great point raised 
by several residents that the 
MBTA could increase its 
transparency by more ef-
fectively communicating its 
financial data to the public.

CHARTER 
COMMISSION 
RAISES SOME 
ISSUES

CHELSEA - The City’s 
new Charter Review Com-
mittee is in place, although 
some questioned the rep-
resentative makeup of 
that committee at Monday 
night’s City Council meet-
ing.

Once every 10 years, 
the City Council estab-
lishes a special commit-
tee to review the charter 
and to make a report, with 
recommendations, to the 
City Council concerning 
any proposed amendments 
which the committee may 
deem necessary. The re-
view committee, appointed 
by City Council President 
Roy Avellaneda, includes 
five City Councillors, three 
School Committee mem-
bers, and five members 
from the community at 
large.

Tensions were high be-
fore the committee’s names 
were even read into the re-
cord on Monday night, and 
things got no better after-
ward either.

During the public speak-
ing portion of the Council 
meeting, School Commit-
teewoman Marisol Santiago 
questioned how represen-
tative the review commit-
tee is of the community. 
She also took exception to 
District 1 Councillor Todd 
Taylor’s appointment to the 
review committee. Taylor 
is the lone Republican on 
the 11-member Council, 
and was recently elected 
Chelsea’s Republican State 
Committeeman.

“This is a once in a de-
cade opportunity where the 
city is able to look at what 
is called our City’s constitu-
tion,” said Santiago.

On diversity of the com-
mission, Santiago said she 
found that the appointments 
willfully excluded the di-
verse living experiences of 
people living in the city, 
specifically pointing out a 
dearth of single mothers, 
tenants, and people who 
work in immigrant services.

“Upon looking at the 
Council members selected, 
diversity is not just race and 
ethnicity, diversity is voice 
and representation,” said 
Santiago.

In addition to Taylor, the 
Council members appoint-
ed to the review committee 
were Judith Garcia, who 
will be the chairperson; Leo 
Robinson, Calvin Brown, 
and Melinda-Vega Maldo-
nado. The School Commit-
tee members are Rosemarie 
Carlisle, Yesenia Alfaro, 
and Henry Wilson; and the 
Chelsea residents are Alex 
Balcarcel, Jason Stock-
er, Mary Bourque, Mimi 
Rancatore, and Sharlene 
McLean. The School Com-
mittee representatives were 
selected by School Com-
mittee Chair Kelly Garcia.

“Per the charter, the City 
Council President is respon-
sible for the decision for 
what the process was,” said 
Santiago. “It was in your 
authority and your discre-
tion, but it is the responsi-
bility of the City Council to 
make sure (the committee) 
is inclusive and representa-
tive of the City population.”

Taylor was singled out 
by Santiago for his inclu-
sion on the review commit-
tee as she cited his recent 
Republican State Com-
mittee campaign literature 

which she said advocated 
against illegal immigration 
and sanctuary city status.

She said these views 
were not in line with the 
City’s ideals and asked 
Avellaneda to consider ei-
ther replacing Taylor on 
the review committee, or 
looking at its overall com-
position.

“I’m concerned about 
that rhetoric and concerned 
about someone trying to 
represent the City in a char-
ter review that will deter-
mine what the city is going 
to look like for the next 10 
years,” said Santiago.

Avellaneda gave Taylor 
the opportunity to respond 
to Santiago, since she 
brought him up by name 
during the public speak-
ing portion of the Council 
meeting.

“I have never brought na-
tional politics to this body, 
but they are being brought 
here tonight, but that is be-
ing brought here tonight 
where it seems I am being 
asked to step down for my 
views,” said Taylor.

Taylor said there is a di-
versity of not just race, but 
also opinion in Chelsea, 
and he said he supported 
people’s right to be critical. 
He added that immigration 
and sanctuary city status 
are complicated issues he 
would be happy to discuss 
with anyone who wants to.

“If someone called me 
to discuss it, I’d be happy 
to do it, rather than coming 
to give public speeches to 
condemn me,” said Taylor. 
“It is a dialogue that I am 
happy to have, but I don’t 
appreciate people coming 
up and attacking me for 
something I had not brought 
to the Council. I have never 
brought national problems 
to this board; I was elect-
ed to solve the problems of 
Chelsea and that is what I 
am going to do.”

Later in the meet-
ing, Councillor-At-Large 
Damali Vidot also criticized 
the representative make-
up of the Charter Review 
Commission. Both Santi-
ago and Vidot had applied 
to be on the Committee, but 
were not chosen.

“I’m extremely disap-
pointed with this Charter 
Review Committee,” said 
Vidot, adding she felt the 

commission was one-sid-
ed in terms of the Council 
members selected, and that 
it lacked adequate represen-
tation of the City’s Latino 
population, tenants, single 
mothers, and mothers of 
school-aged children.

“We have the opportu-
nity to reflect the charter 
as being more reflective of 
our new community,” said 
Vidot. “It needs to be more 
multi-dimensional, and not 
just perpetuating the same 
crap that always happens.”

District 4 Councillor 
Enio Lopez also said that 
he did not believe he saw 
enough Latino representa-
tion on the Charter Review 
Committee.

Robinson said he took 
offense at Vidot’s charac-
terization of the committee, 
stating that all those named 
would be fair and above re-
proach.

Avellaneda also defend-
ed the process of appointing 
the committee, pointing out 
that it is both a majority-mi-
nority committee and a ma-
jority female committee.

“There was a question 
about the diversity and the 
makeup, if someone was to 
look at this and see there are 
seven women on this com-
mittee, six men; seven (of 
the committee) are majority 
minority,” said Avellane-
da. “On the resident side 
we have a business back-
ground, health and service, 
and as we just saw, a range 
of ideology and opinions 
and parties on the issue.”

The Council President 
said he did his best to make 
the committee as diverse as 
possible.

“Of course, any time you 
have a committee like this, 
of course there is going to 
be some public comments 
and criticism, but I did my 
best based on the submis-
sions that were from the 
residents themselves,” said 
Avellaneda. “I hope the 
people will be a little more 
satisfied once they see the 
process.”

Avellaneda also stat-
ed that any member of the 
Council, School Commit-
tee, or the public can attend 
meetings and make sugges-
tions to the Charter Review 
Committee as the process 
gets underway.
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