














Page 8 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, October 9, 2019

Social Centers Gloria Devine and Marisa Di Pietro with 
BPDA’s Jason Ruggiero. 

Social Centers Director 
Justin Pasquariello and 
Honoree R. Robert Popeo. 

Social Centers youth lead the program during last week’s 
Family Reunion event. 

From left, Massport’s Tommy Butler Jr., Mike Vatalaro, Massport CEO Lisa Wieland, Alaina 
Coppola and Audrey Nagle. 

Sponsor Tom O’Brien poses with Social Centers Board President Debra Cave and Director 
Justin Pasquariello and families during last week’s event. 

Max and Tonia Tassinari with Michele and Damien Margardo. 

Diane Modica, Lisa Melara and NOAH’s Phil Giffee pose 
with honoree and longtime community activist Fran Riley 
(second from right). 

Rob and Juliette Pyles. Sharon Gentges and Trea 
LaRaia from Joy St. Design. 

Hale Lake, with Ariel Madaro and Rep. Adrian Madaro. 
Former Massachusetts Governor and Presidential candi-
date William Weld. Rep. Adrian Madaro, Speaker Robert DeLeo and Sal LaMat-

tina. 

Liana LaMattina and Bob 
Schmidt. 

Deb and Thomas Tassinari. 

From left, Julia Burrell, YMCA Director Joe Gaeta, YMCA’s Bridgette Ridlon, Kate Kelly and 
Jason Ruggiero. 

Longtime Social Centers 
supporter and former Social 
Centers youth attendee 
Robert Lewis Jr. (right) with 
friend. 

Longtime community activist Fran Riley is all smiles and 
some tears of joy as she’s honored by the Social Centers 
last week. 

Joe Cheffro with Zumix Director Madeleine Steczynski and 
the Foundation to Be Named Later’s Allyce Najimy.

EAST BOSTON SOCIAL CENTERS FAMILY REUNION

Last Wednesday the 
East Boston Social Cen-
ters hosted a ‘Family Re-
union’ celebration on at 
the ICA Watershed. 

The event honored 
three longtime Social 
Centers supporters. At the 
event the Social Centers 
paid homage to longtime 
community activist Fran 
Riley, Luis Marin who 
grew up Social Centers 
programs, as well as R. 
Robert Popeo, Chairman 
of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, 
Ferris, Glovsky, and 
Popeo, P.C.

The event also gave 
the Social Centers the op-
portunity to highlight the 
center’s strategic plan for 
the future. At the event the 
community was briefed on 
these plans. This included 
a short video on the future 
of early childhood devel-
opment in East Boston.
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Crossroads  // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Crossroads Director Lauren 
Antonelli and Joe Stefano. 

YMCA’s Bridgette Ridlon 
and Joe Gaeta. 

St. Mary’s Center’s President Deirdre Houtmeyers talks with 
Massport CEO Lisa Wieland.

Crossroads resident with 
her daughter.  The resident 
gave an emotional speech 
at last week’s breakfast. 

St. Mary’s Center Vice President Susan Keliher, with staff from the EBNHC. From left, Keli-
her, Erani DeAraujo, Amanda McGee and Steve Snyder. 

Burt James and Crossroads 
Director Lauren Antonelli. 

Piers Park Sailing Center’s 
Dan Moreno and Jasmine 
Nijjar. 

Kevin Buchanan and Steven Haley. 

St. Mary’s Center’s President 
Deirdre Houtmeyers. 

Speaker Robert DeLeo and 
Rep. Adrian Madaro. 

Boston DND Chief Sheila Dillon and St. Mary’s Center Vice 
President Susan Keliher. 

Crossroads Director Lauren 
Antonelli. 

Homes for Families Director 
Libby Hayes. 

Speaker Robert DeLeo. 

Rep. Adrian Madaro. 

St. Mary’s Center Vice President Alexis Steel. 

From left, Boston DND Chief Sheila Dillon, Speaker Robert DeLeo, St. Mary’s Center’s Pres-
ident Deirdre Houtmeyers, Homes for Families Director Libby Hayes, Rep. Adrian Madaro, 
Crossroads Director Lauren Antonelli, and Burt James. 

Social Centers Director Jus-
tin Pasquariello and YMCA 
Director Joe Gaeta. 

after shelter. 
The women’s stories 

were similar to other single 
mothers trying to raise chil-
dren in the state’s shelter 
system. 

“I am the mother of a 
beautiful, almost 3-year-old 
daughter,” the first speaker 
began. “We have been liv-
ing here at Crossroads for 
about nine months now. To 
say the least, being here has 
been an eye-opening expe-
rience. To tell you all a little 
bit about how I ended up 
here at Crossroads standing 
before you, I should start 
by telling you something 
most of you probably al-
ready know, but has been 
especially true for me: life 
is unpredictable, unfair, and 
at times brutal.”

The resident said earlier 
in her adult life she strug-
gled with drug addiction, 
even to the point where she 
was incarcerated. 

“Just as I began receiv-
ing help and entering re-
covery, my father passed 
away,” she said. “While 
dealing with the indescrib-
able pain of losing my fa-
ther, my boyfriend of four 
years at the time was mur-
dered. I fell back into drugs 
and my addiction worsened 
as I tried to cope with these 
inexplicable losses. Life at 
this time proved to be bru-
tal and unfair. But, as they 
all say, life moves on, and 
so did I. After entering 
sobriety a second time, I 
moved in with my mother 
and shortly after life once 
again proved itself to be 
unfair. My brother passed 
away, forcing my mother to 
move into a small one-bed-
room apartment. With no-
where left to turn, I decided 
to move in with my new 
boyfriend who was stay-
ing with his parents. I had 
only been living there a few 
short months when I found 
out I was pregnant with my 
daughter.”

The resident explained 
that shortly after her mother 
fell ill and moved out of her 
boyfriend’s home. 

“I never thought I would 
be put in a position where I 
would have to enter a shel-
ter with my daughter, but 
life as I have learned time 
and again cares little for 
predictability,” she said. 
“After numerous attempts, 
I was finally placed by the 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development 
at Crossroads. The journey 
to get here was trying and 
at many times unbearable, 
but life keeps moving. Be-
ing at Crossroads has been 
an awakening experience 
as I have had to adjust and 
address the challenges of 
raising a toddler in a com-
munal setting. Establishing 
a routine here is in no way 
easy, but in every way nec-
essary for me and my child. 
Think bedtime… potty 
training. Despite the hard 
times though, she is grow-
ing up a happy and thriving 
little girl. Kids are resilient, 
and being here at Cross-
roads, having a stable place 
to live, allows her to just be 
a kid.”

While she is still look-
ing for permanent housing, 
she thanked Crossroads for 
all that they do and made a 
plea with elected officials 
to support anti-homlessness 
programs. 

“Please remember the 
importance of housing sta-
bility for real families like 
us,” she said. “Sometimes 
life is so unpredictable, 
and people just need a little 
help along the way. That’s 
what programs like Cross-
roads and the Mass Rental 
Voucher Program (MRVP) 
are for.”

The resident was fol-
lowed by another who is 
raising her son and daugh-
ter at Crossroads until she 

finds permanent housing. 
“I needed to enter emer-

gency shelter because of 
repeated abuse and domes-
tic violence,” she said. “I 
had been in shelter prior 
to Crossroads. I left and 
returned to my abuser be-
cause I had hope, he con-
vinced me that he wanted 
to make our family work. 
I believed he had changed 
and that he would no lon-
ger physically or verbally 
abuse me anymore. That 
wasn’t true or real and the 
reality was devastating. 
The person meant to keep 
us safe was dangerous and 
I could no longer trust that 
he wouldn’t hurt us.”

So she  fled with her chil-
dren again just days before 
she found out she was ex-
pecting her now four-month 
old daughter. 

“For the first two months 
after leaving the father of 
my children, I bounced 
from house to house be-
cause I didn’t know where 
to turn,” she said. “My 
abuser was all I knew and 
the only support I had.”

She was eventually 
placed at Crossroads. 

“Being back in a shelter 
has really taken a toll on me 
emotionally more than any-
thing, and yet I’m also very 
grateful because I don’t 
know where I would I be if 
places like Crossroads were 
not around,” she said. “I 
gave birth to my youngest 
daughter while living here. 
I have a lot of goals. As a 
parent, it’s natural to have 
hopes and dreams for your-
self and children, but before 
I can fulfill those we need 
to be housed. I’m deter-
mined to give my children 
a home so that they feel sta-
ble and we can build a life. 
Please remember to fund 
MRVP as if it was the key 
to solving family home-
lessness.  Please always 
remember to support places 
like Crossroads Shelter that 
gave me a place to celebrate 
what joys we do have as a 
family. Please remember 
that housing instability is a 
community issue, it affects 
the moms dropping off kids 
at school, the people riding 
the T with you, the people 
who you see every day.”

After the speeches both 
Rep. Madaro and Speaker 
DeLeo commented that the 
two residents’ stories are 
exactly what they repeat 
to colleagues when lobby-
ing for increased funding 
for the MRVP program 
and homeless shelters like 
Crossroads. 

Crossroads Director Lau-
ren Antonelli said Cross-
roads’ mission continues to 
be to provide families with 
shelter and support so they 
may transition from the ex-
perience of homelessness 
to self-sufficiency, in a safe, 
stable and independent 
housing.

Antonelli thanked the 
elected officials  for the ear-
mark in the state budget for 
the operation of an educa-
tion and workforce devel-
opment center for residents 
at Crossroads. The earmark 
was first secured by Rep. 
Madaro and supported by 
Speaker DeLeo and later in 
the Senate by Sen. Boncore.

The breakfast and open 
house was also able to raise 
money in support of pro-
grams and services. For 
thirty years, Crossroads 
Family Shelter has support-
ed families as they tran-
sition from homelessness 
to independent living and 
self-sufficiency.

In 2012, Crossroads be-
came a subsidiary of St. 
Mary’s Center, which is 
located in Uphams Corner 
in Dorchester. Crossroads 
provides shelter, stabiliza-
tion services, and food pan-
try assistance to more than 
100 formerly-homeless and 

low-income families each 
year.

Crossroads was estab-
lished, by the Most Holy 
Redeemer parish and Fa-
ther Bernard McLaughlin. 
The doors first opened for 
a family displaced by a 
devastating fire and quick-
ly expanded capacity and 
services in response to the 
growing phenomenon of 
family homelessness in 
Boston. 


