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East Boston CHC gets grant 
to expand family nurse 
practitioner residency program

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration recently announced 
$2.1 million in grant awards 
to implement, sustain or ex-
pand Family Nurse Practitioner 
(FNP) residency programs at 
eight Community Health Cen-
ters (CHCs) across the state, in-
cluding NeighborHealth in East 

Boston. 
The FNP residency grant 

program aims to support com-
munity-based workforce re-
cruitment and retention and 
increase availability of primary 
care professionals serving Mas-
sachusetts residents.  

This investment is part of 

Coletta Zapata reflects on fourth 
year in office with annual report

Special to the Times-Free Press

Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata has released her fourth 
Annual Report, reflecting on 
her work in 2025 and her sec-
ond term on the Boston City 
Council. The report highlights 
major accomplishments across 

District 1, including transforma-
tive investments, key policy ini-
tiatives, and community-driven 
efforts, while also outlining her 
priorities for the Council and the 
district in 2026.

“I’m proud of the progress 
we’ve made together, and I re-

Our Offices will be closed on

THURSDAY, JAN. 1
in observance of the 

New Years Day holiday

See you again on the 2nd

Team Umana celebrates its victory at the Boston SCORES Annual Poetry Slam at the Strand Theater in 
Dorchester. See Pages 4 and 5 for more photos.

EAST BOSTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS PARTICIPATE IN 
BOSTON SCORES ANNUAL POETRY SLAM

See GRANT Page 3

See REPORT Page 3
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CBS: A NEWSROOM 
OR A PR FIRM?

To the Editor,
I am disappointed by CBS News’ spine-

less decision this past Sunday to pull its 
investigation into the “Inside CECOT” 
mega-prison in El Salvador. This was not 
a failure of journalism; it was a failure of 
nerve. And an irrefutable sign that “free-
dom of the press,” as guaranteed by our 
First Amendment is clearly in danger. 

​The report, led by correspondent Sharyn 
Alfonsi, documented the “brutal and tor-
turous” conditions facing migrants deport-
ed by the Trump administration to a facil-
ity described as a living hell. According 
to internal reports, the story was screened 
five times and fully cleared by both CBS 
legal and standards departments. Yet, at the 
eleventh hour, Editor-in-Chief Bari Weiss 
spiked it, claiming it needed “additional 
reporting”—specifically, an interview with 
the very administration responsible for the 
deportations despite the fact that Alfonsi 
had previously requested comment from 
the White House and relevant agencies.

​When a news organization allows a gov-
ernment’s refusal to comment to act as a 
veto over the truth, they have, as Alfonsi 
put it, handed the state a “kill switch” for 

any story deemed inconvenient. 
​In Massachusetts, where we pride our-

selves on a history of speaking truth to 
power, this kind of corporate cowardice 
is particularly galling. CBS didn’t pull the 
story because it was inaccurate; they pulled 
it because it was uncomfortable. By choos-
ing political safety over revealing the truth 
about the suffering in CECOT, CBS has 
traded its “gold standard” reputation for 
political appeasement and a week of quiet. 
In America, every person on our soil has 
fundamental rights to fair legal treatment, 
including court hearings and processes, 
ensuring they aren’t deprived of life, liber-
ty, or property without due process of law, 
meaning even non-citizens facing deporta-
tion have rights to fair hearings. 

We deserve better from our public air-
waves.

Our neighbors to the north in Cana-
da aired the roughly 15-minute segment, 
which was quickly spread online. For those 
who want to see the reporting CBS was too 
afraid to air, you can find the segment here: 
https://archive.org/details/60mins-cecot

​Sincerely,
Kane DiMasso-Scott
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
It’s hard to believe that another year has passed and that 2026 is here -- and 

that we now are entering the second quarter of the 21st century.
For those of us who ourselves are close to three-quarters of a century in 

age, as we look back at the quarter-century markers of our lifetime, we realize 
that when we were young, everything from the past seemed like it was long, 
long ago (and in a galaxy far, far away).

For example, when we’d be watching WWII movies such as The Longest 
Day or The Battle of the Bulge in the 1960s, that war seemed to be entirely of 
another era. But the historical events depicted in those movies had occurred 
less than 20 years previously.

That’s about the same length of time, for example, that separates the start of 
the war in Iraq, which was in 2003, to today. Yet as we look back on that war, 
it seems like it was only yesterday that we were glued to our TV sets watching 
the U.S. forces advance to Baghdad.

Thoughts such as these make us realize that the one thing we’ve discovered 
about aging is that the older we get, the faster that time seems to go by.

-------
We often quote a verse from Alfred Lord Tennyson’s “Ring Out Wild 

Bells” when we write our annual New Year’s editorial.
But after re-reading the poem in its entirety, we are printing the whole 

thing, because it sums up -- better than we ever could express -- our feelings 
about the departing 2025 and our hopes for the coming year 2026.

Although it was published in 1850, the poem’s verses are timeless. Indeed, 
one could apply every stanza to something going on in the world today.

So we hope you take the time to read it and enjoy it, as we did the other day:
                    -------------------
Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light;
The year is dying in the night;
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.
Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.
Ring out the grief that saps the mind,
For those that here we see no more,
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind.
Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And ancient forms of party strife;
Ring in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.
Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The faithless coldness of the times;
Ring out, ring out thy mournful rhymes,
But ring the fuller minstrel in.
Ring out false pride in place and blood,
The civic slander and the spite;
Ring in the love of truth and right,
Ring in the common love of good.
Ring out old shapes of foul disease,
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Ring in the thousand years of peace.
Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.
                   -----------
We wish all of our readers a Happy and Healthy New Year.
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Governor Maura Healey’s com-
mitment to shifting more re-
sources to primary care and sup-
porting workforce development 
of primary care providers. The 
Healey-Driscoll Administration 
has identified primary care as a 
priority so that Massachusetts  
residents can get appointments 
when they need them. 

The NeighborHealth CHC in 
East Boston will receive fund-
ing for two FNP residency slots.

“This investment in prima-
ry care at Community Health 
Centers comes at a critical 
time,” said Healey. “Commu-
nity Health Centers are facing 
serious challenges because of 
actions of President Trump and 
Congressional Republicans, but 
Massachusetts remains com-
mitted to supporting their im-
portant work across the state 
and strengthening our primary 
care workforce.”  

Lieutenant Governor Kim 
Driscoll said that the more the 
state can ensure that people 
have access to services through 
programs created by funding 
like this grant, communities 
will be better off.

“This funding is a major win 
for East Boston and for the fam-
ilies who depend on Neighbor-
Health as their primary source 
of care,” said State Senator 
Lydia Edwards. “Community 
Health Centers are the back-
bone of primary care in our 
neighborhoods, and investing 
in Family Nurse Practitioner 
residencies means more provid-
ers, better access to care, and a 
stronger, more stable workforce 
rooted in the community. I’m 
grateful to the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration, MassHealth 
and EOHHS for recognizing 

the vital role NeighborHealth 
plays and for making a mean-
ingful investment in the health 
and wellbeing of our residents.” 

Health and Human Services 
Secretary Kiame Mahaniah 
said that having more prima-
ry care professionals at CHCs 
across the state means better 
access to care for residents, less 
strain on emergency rooms, 
and healthier lives for people in 
Massachusetts.

“Accessible primary care is 
the foundation of good health 
outcomes, services that Com-
munity Health Centers excel 
in providing to the commu-
nities that need it most,” said 
state Representative Adrian 
Madaro. “Here in East Boston, 
NeighborHealth is an essen-
tial primary care provider for 
our neighbors and surround-
ing communities. This funding 
for Family Nurse Practitioner 
residencies will bolster Neigh-
borHealth’s ability to provide 
competent family-centered pri-
mary care to populations that 
will most benefit from it. Thank 
you to Governor Healey, Lieu-
tenant  Governor Driscoll and 
the Administration for making 
this funding possible.” 

State Representative John 
Moran said Community Health 
Centers are essential to ensur-
ing local access to affordable, 
equitable care. “Investing in 
primary care at centers like 
NeighborHealth in the 9th Suf-
folk District strengthens our 
health care system and helps 
address its ongoing challeng-
es,” Moran said.

The FNP residency grant pro-
gram is part of the Workforce 
Initiatives portfolio authorized 
and funded under the Medicaid 

Section 1115 Demonstration 
Waiver.  

“Increasing the availability 
of primary care professionals 
is an ongoing goal for Mass-
Health,” said

Undersecretary for Mass-
Health Mike Levine. “This 
funding allows Community 
Health Centers to train primary 
care providers who are commit-
ted and well-prepared to care 
for patients in community set-
tings. It is crucial in supporting 
workforce development,  while 
addressing the challenges of 
primary care recruitment and 
retention.”  

The FNP residency grant pro-
gram is part of the Workforce 
Initiatives portfolio authorized 
and funded under the Medicaid 
Section 1115 Demonstration 
Waiver.   

“Developing Family Nurse 
Practitioner residency pro-
grams within community health 
centers is an investment in the 
future of equitable, communi-
ty-based care,” said Michael 
A. Curry, Esq., President & 
Chief Executive Officer, Mas-
sachusetts League of Com-
munity Health Centers. “By 
building a strong and sustain-
able pipeline of Family Nurse 
Practitioners, we are expand-
ing access to primary care, ad-
dressing workforce shortages, 
strengthening the foundation of 
care for underserved communi-
ties across the Commonwealth, 
and providing another training 
ground for diverse providers. 
This work reflects our enduring 
commitment to a simple truth: 
every person deserves access 
to compassionate, high-quality 
care.”

main committed to ensuring 
that every resident in District 1 
feels heard, supported, and rep-
resented,” said Coletta Zapata. 
“Through collective efforts, 
we’ve achieved significant and 
meaningful change together 
through policy initiatives and 
community-based efforts. Thank 
you for the privilege of serving 
this community and for the trust 
you’ve placed in me. Together, 
I’m hopeful that we will contin-
ue to build on our progress in 
partnership.”

The report highlights the 
Councilor’s collaborative 
work with city departments to 
strengthen constituent services, 

advance critical street and side-
walk improvements including 
ramp upgrades, pothole repairs, 
and street repaving. Simultane-
ously, she has championed key 
priorities such as affordable 
housing, climate resiliency, pri-
oritized workforce development 
opportunities, and high-quality 
public education.

In 2025, the City Council had 
its fourth opportunity to influ-
ence the budget. Coletta Zapata 
hosted three town halls to gather 
input from constituents on prior-
ities, such as the importance of 
youth programming, job oppor-
tunities, trash containerization, 
pest control, affordable housing, 

BCYF programming and educa-
tion. In her report, the Council-
or emphasized the importance 
of community engagement 
throughout the budget review 
process, highlighting its critical 
role in shaping her advocacy 
and guiding her work.

Throughout the year, Coletta 
Zapata advanced a comprehen-
sive policy agenda, focusing on 
both the practical functions and 
long-term goals for the city. No-
table initiatives include:

Accelerating Boston’s water-
front resilience through coastal 
resilience strategies, invest-
ments and exploring a municipal 
Climate Bank to fund climate 

solutions, create green jobs, and 
drive equitable economic devel-
opment.

Reviewing oversight and ac-
countability of Boston’s short-
term rental ordinance.

Proposing increased fines for 
unauthorized parking during TD 
Garden events in the North End.

Launching a Region 1 Bos-
ton Public Schools community 
engagement initiative to shape 
the future of schools in Charles-
town, East Boston, and the 
North End.

Advocating for the expansion 
of affordable housing across 
Boston.

Introducing a Home Rule 
Petition reforming the Zoning 
Board of Appeal.

Additionally, Coletta Zapata 
served as Chair of both the Gov-
ernment Operations Committee 
and the Environmental Justice, 
Resiliency & Parks Committee. 
Under her leadership, the City 
Council passed several critical 
ordinances, including codify-
ing the Office of Food Justice 
and establishing the Office of 
LGBTQIA2S+ Advancement. 
The Council also advanced ef-
forts to expand food access, sup-
port food pantries, and approved 
grants that unlock investments 

to strengthen and expand Bos-
ton’s open and green spaces.

In the new year, Councilor 
Coletta Zapata is excited to con-
tinue advocating for District 1 
and Bostonians city-wide with 
a robust policy agenda. Looking 
ahead to the next Council term, 
the Councilor remains com-
mitted to continuing this work 
with a focus on expanding af-
fordable housing, strengthening 
high quality public education, 
advancing innovative climate 
action, investing in the essential 
‘nuts and bolts’ issues, and build-
ing strong workforce develop-
ment pathways to good-paying 
jobs in the climate sector as the 
economy shifts and AI reshapes 
the workforce.

Coletta Zapata encourages 
residents to contact her office 
for a meeting to discuss sug-
gestions and ideas for solving 
the most persistent issues. To 
see her 2025 Annual Report in 
full, please visit bit.ly/GCZRe-
port_2025 for English and bit.ly/
GCZ_Reporte2025 for Spanish.

For additional information 
please contact the Office of 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta by 
phone at (617) 635-3200 or by 
email at gabriela.ramirez@bos-
ton.gov.

Spinelli’s Catering
282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128

617.567.1992
www.spinellis.com

Catering

With more than 30 years of experience in Catering, Spinelli’s brings 
our delicious, home-made cuisine and experienced staff to you.

Drop Off or Full Service

Weddings 
Showers

Cocktail Receptions
Birthday Parties

Graduations
Christenings 

Corporate/Social Events
Specialty Cakes

PINELLI’S 

 
 

Taste The Difference With      

Invite Us To Your Next Event

Spinelli’s Catering

Report //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Grant //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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EAST BOSTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS PARTICIPATE IN BOSTON SCORES ANNUAL POETRY SLAM
East Boston elementary 

school students participated in 
the Boston SCORES Annual 
Poetry Slam at the Strand The-
ater in Dorchester. The theme 

of the event was: Sounds of the 
World Cup.

Boston SCORES is an after-
school, organized soccer and 
enrichment program.

Students from the Curtis Guild School.

Students from the McKay School.

Students from the Umana Academy, winner of the Best Delivery Award.

Boston Region 1 Schools Supt. Dr. Tommy Welch pictured with Brad-
ley School students, Emi Welch (daughter) and Miranda Ramos, who 
were selected as award recipients for the citywide poetry competi-
tion. The Umana and PJ Kennedy School teams.

O’Donnell School students celebrate after winning the overall Sports-
manship Award at the Poetry Slam.
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The next meeting of the Har-
bor View Neighborhood As-
sociation (HVNA) will be on 
January 5, 2026, at 6pm. The 
meeting is In Person only but 
will be streamed via Facebook 
for archival purposes. Atten-
dance on Facebook does not 
qualify for voting. The meet-
ing will be held in the Salesian 
Boys and Girls Club cafeteria, 
across from the Brooke Charter 
School on Byron Street. You 
can access the meeting from 
the front door on Byron Street 
which is also handicap accessi-
ble and an elevator is available 
for your convenience if needed. 
which is the handicap entry, to 
avoid the stairs. 

La proxima reunion de Har-
bor View Neighborhood Asso-
ciation esta en cinco de enero 
a las 6pm. La reunion esta en 
persona y via Facebook. La 
asistencia en Facebook no cal-
ifica para vota. Llega a la cafe-
teria del Salesian Boys y Girls 
Club por la calle Byron al otro 
lado de Brooke Charter School. 
Puede entrar a la junta por la 
entrrada principal en la calle 
Byron la cual puede ser utiliza-
da por personas con discapaci-
dades y tiene un elevador si es 
que es necesario para evitar las 
escaleras.

Agenda
We l c o m e / I n t r o d u c t i o n 

(5min)
 Carlos Garcia (5min) East 

Boston liaison, Office of 
Neighborhood Services will 
report on any items of impor-
tance. His contact information 
is carlos.garcia@boston.gov or 
617-308-5725.

Announcements (5min): 

Better Beaches Save the Harbor 
Save the Bay Grant Program 
application ends on January 
31, 2026. Virtual info session: 
January 14, 6pm-7:30pm via 
zoom and in person session 
January 20, 6pm-7:30pm at 15 
Necco Street, Boston. Boston 
Scores wishes to thank all the 

See HVNA Page 10

Happy New Year! Welcome 2026Happy New Year! Welcome 2026

O’Donnell School students take a photo with their Sportsmanship Award.

EAST BOSTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS PARTICIPATE IN 
BOSTON SCORES ANNUAL POETRY SLAM

GET READY GET READY 
TO WINTERIZETO WINTERIZE

 inspection station inspection station
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Harbor View Neighborhood Association meeting agenda
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Public health officials warn 
residents of a significant 
increase in flu cases

Congratulations to Malden Catholic winter student athletes for their outstanding participation in the 
Malden Mobile Polar Plunge. Over the course of one week, they raised an impressive $1,025 in support 
of Special Olympics Massachusetts, demonstrating compassion, teamwork, and a strong commitment to 
service. Their efforts reflect the belief that athletics help build character, confidence, and leadership both 
on and off the field. Thank you to our student athletes for leading by example, to our coaches for their 
continued guidance, and to Principal Smith for supporting initiatives that inspire service and community 
spirit. We are proud of the positive impact you’ve made and grateful for the way you represent Malden 
Catholic.

CONGRATS TO MALDEN CATHOLIC WINTER STUDENT 
ATHLETES - MAKING A DIFFERENCE TOGETHER! 

Among those gathered for a holiday luncheon at 1928 Rowe’s Wharf to thank those who serve our coun-
try were Navy and Coast Guard personnel stationed locally aboard the USS Constitution and USCG base 
Northeast, respectively. Seen are, from left, former Boston Police Commissioner William Gross; USCG Op-
erations Specialist Chief Colin MacDonald; USCG Command Senior Chief Jimmie Carter; USN Commander 
Crystal L. Schaefer, commanding officer of the USS Constitution; Miles for Military Founder Maureen By-
rne; 1928 Rowe’s Wharf owner Kristin Jenkins; Marine Corps veterans Ronan Barrett and Danny O’Toole, 
USN Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Phillip Morris; and USCG Chief Warrant Officer Rob Resendes.

Special to the Times-Free Press

The 1928 Rowe’s Wharf 
restaurant on Dec. 22 served 
a complimentary Christmas 
luncheon to military veterans, 
active-duty service members, 
and their families as a show of 
appreciation to the brave men 
and women who have protect-
ed — and those who still de-
fend — the nation. Among the 
active-duty personnel in atten-
dance were the captain and sail-
ors from the USS Constitution, 
which is berthed at the Charles-

town Navy Yard, and Coast 
Guardsmen stationed at US-
CG-Northeast District, head-
quartered in the North End.

  Kristin Jenkins, the own-
er of 1928 Rowe’s Wharf and 
its sister restaurant, 1928 Bea-
con Hill, offered the lunch 
in gratitude for the sacrifices 
made by those who serve. The 
non-profit organization Miles 
For Military, which provides 
flights home for junior enlisted 
personnel on leave who other-
wise might not be able to afford 
them, joined the event. Guests 

were able to make donations to 
Miles For Military.

  Boston City Councilor Ed 
Flynn presented a proclamation 
from the Council recognizing 
Miles For Military for its sup-
port of service men and women. 
Other speakers included Miles 
For Military founder Maureen 
Byrne, and former Boston Po-
lice Commissioner William 
Gross, who spoke about service 
and leadership. Mix 104.1FM 
morning host Karson Tager, an 
Army veteran, emceed the lun-
cheon event.

1928 RESTAURANT THANKS SERVICE MEMBERS 
WITH A CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

Special to the Times-Free Press

The City of Boston and Bos-
ton Public Health Commission 
(BPHC) are informing resi-
dents that flu cases are surging 
earlier this year than last year, 
with a recent increase of 114% 
in reported cases. Flu related 
emergency department vis-
its also increased 44% in that 
same period of time. The rate 
of infection is increasing most 
rapidly among children, with 
those under age five seeing an 
83% increase and those ages 
5–17 experiencing a 217% in-
crease. This uptick in flu cases 
is occurring a month earlier 
than last season, when Boston 
did not hit these numbers until 
January. Further information on 
rates in Boston can be found on 
the Flu Dashboard and Waste-
water Dashboard. 

Residents, especially chil-
dren and older individuals 
who are also at high risk, are 
encouraged to get their annual 
flu vaccine. Vaccines are high-
ly effective at lowering the risk 
of severe illness and hospi-
talization from the flu and are 
essential for keeping yourself 
and your community safe this 
winter. BPHC recommends 
that everyone age 6 months 
or older receive an annual flu 
vaccine. BPHC has hosted 27 
free vaccine clinics across 15 
neighborhoods, vaccinating 
more than 2,500 individuals. 
Despite those and other efforts, 
as of December 6th, only 30% 
of Boston residents were vacci-
nated for the flu. 

“Flu cases are on the rise in 
Boston, and we are urging resi-
dents to protect themselves and 
their loved ones from respira-
tory illnesses which can cause 
hospitalization and severe 
illness,” said  Bisola Ojikutu, 
MD, MPH, FIDSA, Commis-
sioner of Public Health for the 
City of Boston.  “Flu spreads 
easily during this time of the 
year when we gather together 
indoors. It is not too late to get 
vaccinated. Vaccination is the 
best tool we have to prevent se-
rious illness. The Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission will be 
hosting additional vaccination 
clinics throughout the city in 

January.” 
Appointments to get a flu 

or COVID-19 shot can also be 
made at local pharmacies, your 
community health center, your 
primary care physician, or at a 
clinic sponsored by one of the 
Boston’s hospitals. You can 
find more information about 
available vaccines in your area 
at www.vaccinefinder.org.

Community-based organi-
zations also host free flu vac-
cine clinics around the city, 
and BPHC will be hosting ad-
ditional free vaccination clinics 
for anyone 6 months and over 
in January 2026; updates can 
be found at  boston.gov/vac-
cine-clinics, or by calling the 
Mayor’s Health Line at 617-
534-5050. 

By practicing core preven-
tion strategies, you can protect 
yourself and others from flu 
and other respiratory illnesses. 
Strategies include practicing 
good hand hygiene, increasing 
ventilation and staying home 
and away from others when 
sick. Wearing a mask provides 
added protection against flu, 
COVID-19 and other respira-
tory illnesses when in crowded 
spaces. You should consider 
wearing a mask if you or some-
one in your household are at in-
creased risk of severe disease.  

Individuals at high risk of 
complications from respirato-
ry infections, including people 
under two or over 65 years of 
age, pregnant people, immuno-
compromised individuals and 
people with chronic illnesses, 
should seek medical care if 
they develop flu-like symptoms 
or are exposed to flu; early test-
ing and antiviral treatment of 
flu and COVID can prevent se-
vere illness and hospitalization.  

Boston Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC) is the coun-
try’s oldest health department. 
We envision a thriving Boston 
where all residents live healthy 
and fulfilling lives. To accom-
plish this, BPHC works in part-
nership with communities to 
protect and promote the health 
and well-being of all Boston 
residents, especially those im-
pacted by racism and systemic 
inequities. Learn more about 
our work at boston.gov/bphc.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

MAYOR-ELECTVAN 
CAMPEN ANNOUNCES 
KEY APPOINTMENTS 

EVERETT - Mayor-elect 
Robert Van Campen today an-
nounced his intention to appoint 
senior leaders to his incoming 
administration, naming Monica 
Lamboy as Chief Development 
Officer, and Robert Knox, Jr. as 
Executive Director of City Ser-
vices.

“These appointments reflect 
my commitment to building a 
strong, experienced team fo-
cused on smart growth, infra-
structure excellence, and deliv-
ering results for our residents,” 
said Mayor-elect Van Campen. 
“Monica Lamboy and Robert 
Knox each bring proven lead-
ership, deep professional exper-
tise, and a shared dedication to 
public service.”

As Chief Development Of-
ficer, Monica Lamboy will 
oversee economic development 
initiatives, strategic planning, 
business attraction and retention, 
and community redevelopment 
efforts. Lamboy holds an exem-
plary track record of fostering 
public-private partnerships and 
advancing projects that strength-
en local economies while pre-
serving community character.

“Monica’s vision and collab-
orative approach will be critical 
as we work to expand opportuni-
ty, support local businesses, and 
guide responsible development 
throughout our city,” Van Camp-
en said.

Robert Knox, who will be ap-
pointed as Executive Director of 
City Services, will lead the city’s 
public works operations, includ-
ing infrastructure maintenance, 
capital improvement projects, 
transportation, and essential ser-
vices. Knox has over 30 years 
of experience in managing com-
plex public works systems and 
ensuring efficient, safe, and reli-
able service delivery.

“Strong infrastructure is the 
foundation of a thriving city,” 
Van Campen said. “Robert 
Knox’s leadership and technical 
expertise will help ensure our 
streets, utilities, and public fa-
cilities meet the needs of today 
while preparing for the future.”

“These leaders share my be-
lief in transparent government, 
fiscal responsibility, and putting 
residents first,” Mayor-elect Van 
Campen added. “I am confident 
they will serve our community 
with integrity and excellence.”

NEXT PHASE OF
SUFFOLK DOWNS
BEGINS 

REVERE -  The HYM In-
vestment Group (“HYM”), Ca-
thexis Holdings, LP (“Cathex-
is”), the City of Revere, Related 
Fund Management, and Suffolk 
celebrated the official ground-
breaking of Portico, the second 
multifamily building at Suffolk 
Downs. The 473-unit project 
marks continued momentum 
for the transformative 161-acre 
Suffolk Downs redevelopment, 
which is expected to deliver 
10,000 homes across Revere 
and East Boston. Portico will 
join Amaya – the first residen-
tial building at Suffolk Downs 
– as part of the growing mixed-
use development in Beachmont 
Square. 

Upon completion, Portico will 
deliver a mix of studio, one-bed-
room, one-bedroom + den, and 
two-bedroom floorplans, along-
side more than 33,000 square feet 
of ground-level retail space. Por-
tico will offer a collection of dis-
tinctive indoor and outdoor ame-
nities, including a 15th-floor sky 
deck with sweeping ocean views, 
a lounge with a kitchen and ter-
race overlooking Beachmont 
Plaza, and an expansive court-
yard with flexible lawn areas, fire 
pits, grills, and serene landscaped 
seating. Residents will also enjoy 
innovative creative studios with 
recording pods, a state-of-the-art 
fitness center, and a bright veran-
da featuring a coffee bar and pri-
vate work pods. 

Located just steps from the 
Beachmont MBTA Blue Line 
Station, Portico will be ideal for 
working professionals and res-
idents looking for a connected, 
amenity-rich home base with 
ease of access to Downtown 
Boston and the coast. The new 
construction will bring dynam-
ic and needed additional retail 
to Beachmont Square and along 
Salt Street, joining the recently 
opened Twisted Fate Brewery 
and The Point Barre and Yoga 
Studio at Amaya. Connected to a 
lively hub of civic spaces, open 
space, and retail, the 1.7 million 
square foot, mixed-use Beach-
mont Square serves as a gateway 
to the larger Suffolk Downs site. 
Suffolk Downs residents have ac-
cess to a diverse array of fitness, 
shopping, food, and beverage op-
tions. This includes The Yard @ 
Beachmont Square, The Track at 
Suffolk Downs, The Dog Park, 
community events, and concerts 

hosted at The Stage at Suffolk 
Downs.

Portico was, in part, made 
possible through a public-pri-
vate partnership between HYM, 
Cathexis, the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and the city of 
Revere. Governor Maura Healey 
and Housing and Livable Com-
munities Secretary Ed Augustus 
helped advance the development 
of Portico through the Housing 
Development Incentive Program 
(HDIP), while Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and the Revere City Coun-
cil were key in taking the local 
action needed to unlock Com-
monwealth tax incentives.

“The Suffolk Downs rede-
velopment is a transformative 
project for Revere and Greater 
Boston, and the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration was proud to 
award $5 million to help make 
this project possible,” said Ed 
Augustus, Secretary of Housing 
and Livable Communities. “Por-
tico and the Suffolk Downs rede-
velopment will help us get to the 
222,000 homes Massachusetts 
needs to keep up with housing 
demand, give buyers and renters 
more choices, and bring down 
costs.”

“Today’s groundbreaking at 
Portico reminds us of why both 
families and businesses invest in 
Revere. With our scenic coastal 
geography, convenient access to 
public transit, and competitive 
market value, there is clear in-
centive to plant roots and grow 
in Revere. Portico will deliver 
the needed housing, economic 
activity, and renewed energy to 
a neighborhood that is central to 
Revere’s progress,” said Patrick 
Keefe, Mayor of Revere. 

“We couldn’t be happier to 
celebrate the groundbreaking of 
Portico today,” said Thomas N. 
O’Brien, Founding Partner and 
Managing Director of The HYM 
Investment Group. “Our focus 
at Suffolk Downs has always 
been to deliver thousands of new 
homes and create a truly mixed-
use neighborhood and desti-
nation to meet the moment for 
Greater Boston. Breaking ground 
on Portico represents that vision 
in action. We are grateful to Gov-
ernor Healey, Secretary Augus-
tus, Related Fund Management, 
and all our project partners who 
have made this groundbreaking 
possible, and we’re certain Por-
tico will be a welcome addition 
to the Beachmont Square com-
munity.” 

“We are pleased to see Portico 

advancing as a key component 
of the Suffolk Downs redevel-
opment,” said William Harrison, 
CEO of Cathexis. “HYM contin-
ues to demonstrate exceptional 
vision and execution, and their 
leadership has been instrumental 
in progressing a project that will 
bring much-needed housing and 
lasting community benefits to 
the region. Portico represents an 
important milestone in realizing 
the long-term potential of the 
site, and we remain committed 
to supporting the creation of a vi-
brant, mixed-use community that 
will serve the region for decades 
to come.”

“Today’s groundbreaking of 
Portico represents another step 
forward for Revere and for the 
future of Suffolk Downs,” said 
Senator Lydia Edwards, State 
Senator for the Third Suffolk 
District. “This project reflects 
what is possible when the Com-
monwealth, the City of Revere, 
and private partners work to-
gether to deliver much-needed 
housing, create jobs, and build 
neighborhoods accessible to 
transportation. I want to thank 
the Healey-Driscoll Administra-
tion, the City of Revere and May-
or Keefe, HYM, Cathexis, and 
all of the public and private part-
ners whose collaboration made 
this milestone possible. Portico 
will not only add hundreds of 
new homes, but also strengthen 
Beachmont Square as a commu-
nity that supports local business-
es and expands opportunities for 
residents across our region.”

Related Fund Management, a 
vertically integrated real estate 
private equity and credit firm, 
provided $226 million in senior 
construction financing for Por-
tico through its Related Real 
Estate Debt Fund IV. The con-
struction loan will support the 

development of Portico and its 
robust amenities.

JLL Capital Market’s Debt 
Advisory team representing 
HYM and Cathexis was led by 
Executive Managing Director 
Riaz Cassum, Managing Direc-
tor Andrew Gray and Vice Presi-
dent Robyn King.

“Portico showcases the 
strength of investor appetite for 
building high-quality housing in 
the Boston area. The rental mar-
ket demand has remained steady, 
as renters seek high-quality, yet 
affordable homes,” said Riaz 
Cassum. “This project’s strategic 
location near rapid transit and 
high-end amenities make it an 
attractive investment opportunity 
in today’s market.”

Suffolk is the general con-
tractor for Portico, leading the 
ground-up construction of the 
multifamily building.

“We’re proud to bring Por-
tico to life and support the City 
of Revere as Beachmont Square 
continues to take shape, provid-
ing residents with a connected, 
amenity-rich home just steps 
from the Blue Line and all that 
Boston has to offer,” said Pat Lu-
cey, General Manager, Suffolk 
Northeast. “Suffolk has been 
deeply engaged in this commu-
nity for years, and projects like 
Portico give us the chance to 
deliver high-quality housing and 
vibrant public spaces that truly 
serve local residents. It’s exciting 
to see the neighborhood grow, 
and we’re honored to help create 
a place that will benefit Revere 
for years to come.”

With the official groundbreak-
ing, construction on Portico has 
begun and delivery is anticipated 
by February 2028.

For more information on Suf-
folk Downs, please visit atsuf-
folkdowns.com. 

SENIOR CENTER HOLDS HOLIDAY PARTY

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

Shown above, Frank Alfano, Ann Mini, Maureen and Dale Willett, 
Ernie Brown, Councilor-at-Large Michelle Kelley, Cheryl Rivers, and 
Lucretia Deeran enjoying the holiday party hosted by the Revere 
Office of Elder Affairs on Dec. 17.
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Special to the Times-Free Press

The Friends of the Mary El-
len Welch Greenway hosted 
“Christmas on the Greenway” 
on Sunday, December 7th at 
Bremen Street Park. In addition 
to the beloved annual luminar-
ia event, this year’s celebration 
featured a festive holiday per-
formance by Sweet Harmony 
of Riverside Theater Works in 

Hyde Park, presented in part-
nership with the Trustees One 
Waterfront.

The highlight of the day 
was a special visit from Santa 
Claus, who delighted children 
by handing out goody bags 
filled with treats, including a 
free ride on the Rose Kennedy 
Greenway carousel! All activ-
ities took place at Massport’s 
beautifully decorated Bremen 

Street Park, creating a magi-
cal holiday atmosphere for the 
community. 

The Friends of the Mary 
Ellen Welch Greenway col-
laborated with Massport to 
make the event extra special. 
Massport hosted a fun orna-
ment-making activity for chil-
dren, provided sugar cookies, 
and arranged for Santa to arrive 
in style on an official Massport 

Fire Truck- much to the delight 
of families!

To end the evening, Santa 
boarded an exclusive MBTA 
Blue Line “Santa Express” 
train to Maverick Station, 
where families joined in sing-
ing Christmas carols along the 
way.

The Friends of the Mary El-
len Welch Greenway extend 
their heartfelt thanks to Mass-

port, MBTA, Trustees One 
Waterfront, State Representa-
tive Adrian Madaro, East Bos-
ton Holiday Light Committee, 
Gemini Digital, and the Rose 
Kennedy Greenway for their 
generous support.

For more information about 
the Friends of the Mary Ellen 
Welch Greenway, please visit 
www.maryellenwelchgreen-
way.org.

 Equal Housing Lender.  
©2025 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS #381076

When I own a 
home, I’ll invite the 
entire family over.
Let’s work together to make it possible.  
Visit mtb.com/firsthouse or call  
1-800-936-0969 to get started today. 

ret040405 CRA Mortgage Ad – East Boston Times Free Press
6.0083” x 10” 
CMYK

PHOTOS COURTESY JOHN GILLOOLY

FRIENDS OF THE MARY ELLEN WELCH GREENWAY HOST ‘CHRISTMAS ON THE GREENWAY’ 

Shown are scenes from the 
Friends of the Mary Ellen Welch 
Greenway-hosted “Christmas on 
the Greenway”  event.
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm;  Sun: 8am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.  We have the right to limit quantities.

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS FRIDAY, JAN. 1ST THROUGH WEDNESDAY JAN 7TH 2025

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE:
WINTHROPMARKETPLACE.COM

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Produce
"Green house Grown" Cluster on the Vine 

Tomatoes ..........................................................$1.69 lb
Fresh Sweet Blackberries .............................2/$5.00
Natures Finest Yukon Gold Potatoes  5 lb bag

................................................................................$2.99
Fresh Sweet & Juicy Large Cantaloupes ....2/$5.00
Fresh & Crisp Super Select Cucumbers .......... $0.59 

Meat

Center Cut Steaks .......................................$6.99 lb 
Top Round Roast ...........................................$6.99 lb 
Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters ...................$0.99 lb
Grade A Boneless Chicken Thighs ............. $2.99 lb 
Bob Evans Side Dishes ................................ 2/$9.00
Hatfield Bacon 16 oz ........................................$7.99 
Steak Umm Sandwich Steaks 15 oz .............$7.99

Chicken of the Sea Solid White 
Canned Tuna ................................................10/$10.00
Libby's Canned Vegetables ...................... 10/$10.00
Kellogg's Special K Cereal ............................. 2/$5.00
Barilla Pasta (ex: gluten free-protein-tortellini-
pasta ready) ....................................................4/$5.00
Pasta Roni or Rice-A-Roni Side Dishes .......4/$5.00
Snack Pack Puddings ..................................... 2/$3.00
Campbell's Original Tomato or Chicken Noodle 
Soup ..................................................................2/$3.00
Barilla Pasta Sauce ........................................2/$7.00
Best Yet Cranberry Juice  64 oz ................ 2/$5.00
Mama Rosie's Cheese Ravioli 12 oz ...........2/$6.00
Totino's Pizza Rolls ........................................ 2/$3.00
Yoplait Yogurt  ..............................................10/$6.00
Philadelphia Soft Whipped Cream Cheese 
7.5-8 oz ..........................................................2/$8.00
Silk Almond Milk ..............................................2/$7.00

Bakery
Euro Pastry Cinnamon Raisin Sweet Rolls  4 ct ....$4.99  

Stone Fire Mini Naan  4 pk .............................2/$5.00 

Apple Fritters  4 pk ...................................................... $5.49 

Weekend Specials
Friday, Jan. 2nd through Sunday, Jan. 4th

"while supplies last"

BAKERY ....Our Own Blueberry Muffins  4 pk  

...................................................................$4.99

8" Boston Cream Cake .......................$10.99

DELI

Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast .........$5.99 lb

PRODUCE

Sweet & Ripe Fresh Strawberries ..... $2.99  

MEAT

Boneless Strip Steaks .................. $11.99 lb

GROCERY

Green Mountain K-Cups ........................ $7.99

Deli
Carando Genoa Salami ................................. $9.99 lb 

Smithfield Premium Virginia Ham ............... $5.99 lb 

Dietz & Watson Chicken Breast .................$9.99  lb 

Corner Shop Provolone Cheese ......................$4.99 lb 

Don't Miss these Super Specials!
CUT FRESH DAILY

FRIENDS OF THE MARY ELLEN WELCH GREENWAY HOST ‘CHRISTMAS ON THE GREENWAY’ 
PHOTOS COURTESY JOHN GILLOOLY

Shown are scenes from the Friends of the Mary Ellen Welch Greenway 
hosted “Christmas on the Greenway”  event.
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Special to the Times-Free Press

At a time when many fam-
ilies are welcoming new pets 
into their homes, Animal Res-
cue League of Boston (ARL) 
shares expert resources and 
advice about settling furry fam-
ily members into a new envi-
ronment. Resources include 
ARL’s Pet Behavior Helpline 
– a free service that can answer 
basic pet behavioral questions. 
Whether it’s excessive barking, 
crate training, house soiling, or 
another issue, pet families with 
questions can call the Pet Be-
havior Helpline at (617) 226-
5666 or via email behavior-
helpline@arlboston.org.

“It’s very special to welcome 
a new family member to the 
household, especially during 
the holiday season. These first 
few weeks as a family are very 
important and ARL is here with 
the resources and guidance to 
make the experience positive 
and joyful for pets and their 
new families,” says ARL Ani-
mal Behavior Manager, Laney 
Nee.

Tips for early days 
with dogs and cats

• Have a ‘safe space’ for 
your new pet set up and ready 

for them – somewhere they can 
call their own that may con-
tain their special toys, bedding, 
scratching trees for cats or a 
crate for dogs – this space helps 
them get comfortable

• Less is more when intro-
ducing your pet to their new 
life, so be aware of all the new 
things your pet is experiencing 
and recognize when they might 
be overwhelmed and need a 
break

• Go back to basics with 
house training for dogs and 
provide easy access to food, 
water and litterboxes for cats 
until they get used to their new 
spaces

Tips for daily routines
• Create a routine for you 

and your new pet right from the 
beginning

• Change can be overwhelm-
ing so creating a routine for 
your new dog is a key to suc-
cess. The routine should have 
set times for potty breaks, 
meals, walks, playtime, and 
independent time in their own 
space with special toys and 
treats which get put away till 
the next time they are back in 
their safe space.

• A routine can help ensure 

One Full Year ofOne Full Year of
SuccessSuccess

JOIN THE INDEPENDENT 2026 AD CAMPAIGNJOIN THE INDEPENDENT 2026 AD CAMPAIGN
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Animal Rescue League of Boston offers tips and resources for families

HVNA//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

neighbors for their patience and 
support during their first year 
of operation at Scores Field. 
Scores Field will be closed 
from December 19 until March 
16. Stay tuned for a neighbor-
hood meeting to be held in the 
new year. Congratulations to 
Stevie Scire of Sammy Carlo’s 
Delicatessen & Catering who 
was picked to be the ‘Elf of the 
Year” by the Madaro Founda-
tion for his never-ending gen-
erosity to the community. He 
received the Albert “Junior” 
Lombardi Community Service 
Award. Congratulations also to 
Century 21 Mario Real Estate 
at 620 Bennington Street for 
winning 3rd Place in the “Deck 
the Windows” annual Window 
Decorating Contest sponsored 
by the East Boston Chamber 
of Commerce. First place went 
to Bono Restaurant and Cater-
ing at 271 Meridian Street and 
Second place went to Spinel-
li’s pasta and Pastry Shop at 
282 Bennington Street. Free 
Monthly Community Dinner 
at Sacred Heart Parish January 
14, 2026, at 5pm-7pm. McLean 
Park, playground construction 

to begin in spring 2026.
Station 7 Police Report 

(15min) Captain Bickerton, 
Sgt. Cintolo, Officers Mosley 
and Alvarez.

Eastie Farms (5min) Morgan 
Barlin and Christine Berlingeri 
would like to share information 
about the CSA program at East-
ie Farms.

60-62 Byron Street (30min) 
2nd Presentation and VOTE on 
this project by Attorney Rich-
ard Lynds on behalf of the 60 
Byron Street Realty Trust. Plan 
is to raze the existing 2 family 
and erect a 6 Unit residential 
dwelling with 6 parking spaces. 
Anticipated variance is the lot 
width. An abutter meeting was 
held on December 12, 2025, by 
Eva Jones.

McLean Park Update (5min) 
Nelle Ward, Project Manag-
er, City of Boston, Parks and 
Recreation reports that the 
construction contract has been 
awarded to JJ Phelan and Sons. 
The target date for closure of 
the park will be the late spring 
of 2026 and completion by the 
fall of 2026 if all goes well. 
Barbara Puopolo, chair of this 

subcommittee, will present on 
the status of 2026 CPA funding 
for the Perimeter Site Wall Re-
habilitation Project.

 HVNA would like to thank 
all who helped make our Christ-
mas/Holiday Party a smashing 
success with DJ Bingo as our 
entertainment. Special thanks 
to Stevie Scire, Carlo’s, John 
Hios, Royal Roast Beef, East 
Boston Yacht Club and Larry 
Venezia. The Board members: 
Joe Steffano, Mike McCor-
mack, and Kathleen O’Brien, 
as well as Vera Carducci, Joyce 
McCormack and Dottie Mar-
cella for an exceptionally well 
organized and planned event. 
Also, the neighbors who joined 
us and helped us to fundraise 
through the raffles and prizes 
given out. A great time was had 
by all who attended.

The next meeting of the 
HVNA will be on February 2, 
2026. Visit us at http://www.
facebook.com/groups/harbor-
viewna or check our website at 
harborvieweastboston.com or 
board@harborviewna.org

your new cat has the opportu-
nity to follow their instincts 
which includes their need to 
hunt, catch, eat, groom, and 
sleep. There are many ways 
to accomplish this with many 
homemade items such as box-
es, egg cartons, paper bags, toi-
let paper and paper towel rolls 
for treat puzzles. 

Tips for relationship building
• Get active
 Sniffari walks– let your dog 

stop and sniff! 
 Explore a new neighbor-

hood – the usual neighborhood 
walks can get boring and rou-
tine – consider walking or driv-
ing to a different neighborhood 
to explore

 Two toy fetch – alternate 
tossing two toys to your dog 
while walking

• Keep them engaged
 Use a snuffle mat or wrap 

some treats up in a towel and 
let dogs use their nose to snuf-
fle around and find all the food, 
or make a “licky mat” with 
canned food, peanut butter or 
cream cheese – smear it on a 
lick mat and they can spend 
time licking it until it’s all gone

 Enroll in dog training classes 
and teach your dog new skills, 

ARL has a variety of offerings 
at our Dedham Campus, visit 
arl.boston/dog-training to learn 
more

 Interactive play for cats can 
be done with wand teaser cat 
toys, chasing little play mice or 
balls with bells or make a small 
investment for automated toys 
that move if the cat walks past 
them or interacts with them

Helpful Videos
• “Name Game for Dogs” — 

incorporate this game into your 
routine to create a bond and help 
your new dog respond quickly 
when you say their name. Visit 
arl.boston/dog-name-game to 
watch a demonstration

• “Greeting Exercise” — 
practice this with family and 
friends so your dog can learn 
to greet people and other dogs 
politely.   Visit arl.boston/
dog-greeting-exercise to learn 
more

At ARL, we believe that 
positive reinforcement, re-
ward-based training methods 
are the best course of action, 
especially when teaching dogs 
new things or desensitizing 
fearful dogs to new experienc-
es.

More digital resources, in-

cluding new dog and new cat 
guides, are available at ARL’s 
website.

Pets are family. This belief 
is at the heart of everything 
we do at the Animal Rescue 
League of Boston. ARL is the 
first female-founded animal 
welfare organization in Mas-
sachusetts and is proud to car-
ry on a legacy of kindness and 
compassion, helping more than 
20,000 animals annually since 
1899. Recognized for innova-
tive, award-winning programs 
that go beyond sheltering, ARL 
addresses the root causes of 
the issues facing animals and 
the people who love them. By 
partnering with communities, 
ARL helps animals heal and 
thrive, keeps pets and people 
together, and protects animals 
from harm. Because there is 
no government funding for this 
important work, animals must 
rely on people like you to get 
the care they need, when they 
need it most, 365 days a year. 
For more information, visit arl-
boston.org and follow ARL on 
Facebook, LinkedIn, and Insta-
gram. 
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336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

To place a memoriam in the 
Times-Free Press, please call 781-485-0588

Frank C. Leone
Retired Master Plumber whose legacy is one of hard 

work, devotion to family and a life well lived in the 
community he loved

Frank C. Leone, a lifelong 
resident of Jeffries Point in 
East Boston, passed away sur-
rounded by the love of his fam-
ily. Frank was born and raised 
in East Boston and proudly 
lived his entire life on Everett 
Street, a neighborhood he cher-
ished and where he was known 
as a great neighbor and a loyal 
friend.

He was the beloved husband 
of the late Rose Marie (Vitale) 
Leone and the devoted son of 
the late Ralph and Antonetta 
(Spano) Leone. A retired mas-
ter plumber, Frank was a hard-
working man who took great 
pride in providing for his fam-
ily. Supporting those he loved 
was everything to him, and 
his life was defined by dedica-
tion, responsibility, and quiet 
strength.

Frank was a loving and de-
voted father to Ralph Leone 
and his wife, Marie, Frank 
Leone Jr. and his wife. Patri-
cia, Annette Fiantago and her 
husband. Carl, Kenneth Leone, 
and Paul Leone and his long-
time partner, Leyanne. He was 
a cherished grandfather to Tina 
Leone, Christopher Leone and 
his wife, Maria, Frankie Leone, 
Carl Fiantago and his wife, 
Danielle, Deanna Fiantago and 
her fiancé, Ryan Dorgan, Ken-
neth Leone, Anthony Leone, 
and Nicole Leone. He was also 
the proud great-grandfather of 
Luciano, Caruso, Luca, Taylor, 
and Noah. Frank was the dear 
brother of the late John Leone, 
Pat Leone, Carmella Pirone and 
Tina Cornetta and is also lov-

ingly survived by many nieces 
and nephews.

Visiting hours will be held 
on Sunday, January 4th from 
3 to 7 p.m. at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 971 
Saratoga Street, East Boston. 
Family and friends are invit-
ed to gather again on Monday 
morning, January 5th at 8:30 
a.m. at the funeral home before 
proceeding in procession to 
Sacred Heart Church, Brooks 
Street, East Boston, for a Fu-
neral Mass at 10 a.m. Services 
will conclude with Frank be-
ing laid to rest alongside his 
beloved wife, Rose Marie, at 
Holy Cross Cemetery in Mal-
den.

Frank’s legacy is one of hard 
work, devotion to family, and a 
life well lived in the communi-
ty he loved. He will be deeply 
missed by all who had the priv-
ilege to know him.

To leave an online condo-
lence visit www.ruggieromh.
com.

John Anthony DeMarco 
passed away peacefully on the 
night of December 23, 2025. 
He was a loyal, loving, and ex-
ceptionally strong man whose 
character earned him the ado-
ration of many. He is remem-
bered for his selflessness, deter-
mination, and remarkable will 
to persevere—qualities that re-
mained unwavering in the face 
of life’s greatest challenges. 
His generosity was boundless, 
his authenticity unrivaled. He 
did things in entirely his own 
way and was loved for it.

John was a constant presence 
in the lives of his friends and 
family. His desire to uplift those 
around him was instinctive, 
and he succeeded in achiev-
ing the very best for his loved 
ones. To John, hard work was 
a fact of life, and he embraced 
it wholeheartedly. His energy 
was electric, and he remained 
in constant motion. Regardless 
of adversity, he was not a man 
who could be kept down. Sim-
ply put, John was the first and 
last of his kind.

Born in East Boston on De-
cember 24 to parents Josephine 
(DiMarino) and Felix J. De-
Marco, John was a Boston man 
to his core. He was a proud 
cement mason throughout his 
working life and a cherished 
member of Local 534, Cement 

Masons and Plasterers Union, 
where he was known for his ex-
pertise, strong work ethic, and 
dedication to his trade.

John was also a gifted ath-
lete. He played football in his 
youth, and, up until his passing, 
played handball regularly at 
L street Beach, and, in earlier 
years, at The Boston Athletic 
Club. When not on the court, 
he could often be found lifting 
weights at the gym or racing on 
the exercise bike. An avid read-
er, he enjoyed browsing book-
stores of all sizes and reading 
peacefully in his living room in 
quieter moments.

Above all, John was devoted 
to his family. He will be missed 
deeply by his loving wife of 26 

years, Maria DeMarco; their 
children, John Joseph DeMarco 
and Aria DeMarco; his daugh-
ters, Janna Mazza and Jene De-
Marco; his mother, Josephine 
DeMarco; his sisters, Cecelia 
DeMarco, Rene Fagone, and 
Lisa Vozzella; and his grand-
children, Jonathan O’Hearn 
and Jene O’Hearn. He was pre-
deceased by his father, Felix J. 
DeMarco, and his brother, Felix 
J. DeMarco Jr. He also leaves 
behind many loving nieces and 
nephews.

Though no attempt can be 
made to replicate him, John’s 
legacy of strength, wisdom, 
and loyalty will be honored 
eternally.

Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to attend 
visiting hours on Friday Janu-
ary 2nd, from 4:00–8:00 p.m. 
at Bell O’Dea Funeral Home, 
376 Washington Street, Brook-
line. A funeral service will be 
held on Saturday, January 3rd, 
at 11:00 a.m. at St. Mary of the 
Assumption Parish, 5 Linden 
Place, Brookline. Burial will 
follow at Holyhood Cemetery, 
584 Heath Street, Chestnut 
Hill.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
the funeral home in his honor, 
to support housing for veterans 
injured in the line of duty.

John Anthony DeMarco
Loyal, loving, and exceptionally strong man



Page 12	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, December 31, 2025

Special to the Times-Free Press

It began as a hope in 1998. 
It grew into a potential in 1999.

And then, Park Street School 
(PSS) became a realized 
dream, backed by research. 
Long waiting lists at preschools 
in downtown Boston provided 
convincing evidence that there 
was demand for a high-quality 
preschool. A group of mothers 
met and dreamed, and Park 
Street Kids was born – official-
ly incorporated as a non-profit 
corporation in the fall of 1999. 
With 36 Toddlers and Pre-
schoolers enrolled and four fac-
ulty and staff, Park Street Kids 
opened its doors at One Park 
Street in September 2000.

In the blink of an eye, again 
in recognition of the need ex-
pressed by families, a decision 
was made in the fall of 2002 
to offer an elementary school 
to the community. It would be 
called “Park Street School.” 
Finding 67 Brimmer Street 
in the flat of the Beacon Hill 
neighborhood was indeed a 
gift. For nearly 100 years, the 
building at 67 Brimmer Street 
was a landmark at the corner of 
Brimmer and Chestnut Streets. 
Home to schools and colleges 
since the Brimmer School left 
Beacon Hill, the building re-
mained a historic symbol of 
Boston’s rich educational his-
tory. In September of 2005, 
Grades 1-3 and Kindergarten 
moved into their newly ren-
ovated building. In its twen-
ty-fifth year, the school serves 
more than 225 students through 
sixth grade.

This December, Park Street 
School concludes its celebra-
tion of 25 remarkable years. 
And what a year it has been! 

As the school prepares to en-
ter 2026, it looks back with im-
mense gratitude for each family, 
student, friend, neighbor, and 

supporter. It looks back with 
tremendous thankfulness for 
its neighborhood and the larger 
community of downtown Bos-
ton. It looks back with appreci-
ation for 25 years of dedicated 
educators who have sought to 
know and love each child, and 
who have inspired and guided 
PSS students toward a lifelong 
love of learning and care for 
others. 

“This milestone is not just a 
celebration of our past,” shares 
Park Street School founding 
mom Laura Perkins, “but it is a 
testament to God’s faithful pro-
vision and the strong founda-
tion we have built together. We 
marvel at both God’s faithful-
ness as well as the dedication 
of our families that have shaped 
our vibrant community.”

For over the past quarter-cen-
tury, Park Street School has re-
mained steadfast in its mission 
to serve and unite children from 
many backgrounds in the Bos-
ton area and to be a school that 
embodies the highest academic 
standards. Tracy Bradley, Park 
Street School’s founding Head 
of School, who remains at the 
school’s helm, remains grateful, 
as well, for the school’s com-
mitment to its original mission 
and vision. “Our commitment 
to maintaining high academic 
standards and fostering the de-
velopment of the whole child, 
while modeling empathy and 
care,” she says, “has allowed 
us to cultivate a diverse com-
munity where families and fac-
ulty come together to enjoy au-
thentic friendship and support. 
I’m always encouraged when 
I see our students demonstrate 
a heart for others and express 
their understanding of God’s 
love for them. And when our 
graduates come back and share 
how they are thriving in their 
next schools and life ventures,” 
she pauses, “That’s a gift!”

Kicking off the year, Park 
Street School’s community en-
joyed several events and new 
ventures including: the inaugu-
ration of its first Founders Day 
over the weekend of October 
25, 2024, with a Convocation 
Chapel, an all-school Cele-
bration on the Esplanade, the 
Introduction of the new PSS 
Mascot – the PSS Knight, and 
a Founder’s Day Dinner with 
Founding families, the Board 
of Trustees, and Board of Vis-
itors. The school kicked off its 
Capital Campaign and saw two 
building projects near comple-
tion (which are never conve-
nient for neighbors, but which 
also spark deeper gratitude 
for them!). They also enjoyed 
a special Alumni Reception, 
Pancake Breakfast, and an ex-
tra-special 25th Anniversary 
Gala at the Boston Public Li-
brary in April. 

As the school looks forward 
to the next milestone, it does so 
with excitement, purpose, and 
great enthusiasm. Armed with 
a new five-year strategic plan, 
and with a newly enhanced Sci-
ence Lab, a much-needed flex-
ible, multi-purpose space for 
students for performing arts, 
after-school programming, and 
special events, and new rooms 
designed for individualized 
instruction, multi-media and 
learning labs, private meetings, 
and larger conference room 
spaces, the school is poised to 
enter 2026 ready for growth. 

“We’ve been incredibly 
blessed,” concludes Tracy 
Bradley, “We are so thankful 
for our location here in Beacon 
Hill, and the many downtown 
neighborhoods we have the 
privilege to serve.  We look for-
ward to seeing how Park Street 
School will serve families in 
the coming 25 years. What a 
privilege it has been!” 

Park Street School celebrates 25 years of its founding
COURTESY PHOTOS

Shown are scenes from the past 25 years at Park Street School.
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SCENES FROM PARK STREET SCHOOL THROUGH THE YEARS
COURTESY PHOTOS



Page 14	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, December 31, 2025

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

As Massachusetts prepared 
to launch celebrations mark-
ing the 250th anniversary of 
American independence, Rev-
olutionary Spaces invited the 
public and media to step back 
into the charged atmosphere of 
December 1773, when a single 
night of impassioned debate 
helped ignite a revolution.

On Tuesday, December 16, 
Revolutionary Spaces hosted 
a special reenactment of the 
historic Meeting of the Body 
of the People at Old South 

Meeting House—the largest 
public gathering space in colo-
nial Boston and the site where 
thousands once assembled to 
debate British taxation. That 
contentious gathering ultimate-
ly dissolved into the protest 
now known worldwide as the 
Boston Tea Party.

The reenactment unfolded 
exactly 252 years after the orig-
inal meeting, placing audiences 
inside the raucous exchanges, 
rising tensions, and collective 
resolve that defined the eve-
ning.

“These walls bore witness to 

the debate, the anger, the hope, 
and the determination of the 
community,” said Nat Sheid-
ley, president and CEO of Rev-
olutionary Spaces. “Thousands 
gathered here to protest taxes, 
argue about liberty, and ulti-
mately set the Boston Tea Party 
in motion. It was democracy in 
its rawest form.”

In addition to the reenact-
ment, participants received an 
exclusive sneak peek of a new 
360-degree immersive expe-
rience scheduled to launch 
on July 1, 2026—just in time 
for Independence Day and 

the influx of visitors marking 
America’s 250th anniversary. 
The forthcoming experience 
will use cutting-edge technol-
ogy, animation, and sound to 
transform Old South Meeting 
House, surrounding visitors 
with the sights, sounds, and 
emotions of a community on 
the brink of rebellion.

The event marked an ear-
ly milestone in Revolutionary 
Spaces’ broader efforts to con-
nect the public to the origins of 
American democracy ahead of 
the nation’s semiquincentenni-
al, using immersive storytell-

ing to make history immediate, 
visceral, and relevant.

Revolutionary Spaces stew-
ards Boston’s Old South Meet-
ing House and Old State House 
as historic landmarks, muse-
ums, and active civic spaces. 
Its mission is to bring people 
together to explore the Amer-
ican struggle to create and 
sustain a free society—using 
history as a powerful tool for 
civic engagement and public 
dialogue. Learn more at Rev-
olutionarySpaces.org or follow 
@RevSpaces on social media.

Revolutionary Spaces set the stage for America’s 250th anniversary 
with reenactment of the debate that sparked the Boston Tea Party

Special to the Times-Free Press

With winter—and low tem-
peratures—upon us, it’s im-
portant to think about how 
we’ll keep all our family mem-
bers safe, warm, and healthy, 
including the four-legged ones. 

The Animal Legal Defense 
Fund (ALDF), the nation’s 
leading legal advocacy orga-
nization for animals, has tips 
for how you can make sure 
your companion animals stay 
safe even in the worst weather 
winter has to offer. Dogs, cats, 
and other companion animals 
are not equipped to handle the 
cold much better than humans, 
so it’s important to pay close 
attention to signals they may be 
getting uncomfortable. 

​•​First and foremost, bring 
your companion animals in-
doors, where it is warm. If it’s 
too cold for you to be outside, 
it’s too cold—and potentially 
deadly—for them, unless they 
are arctic breed dogs that can 
withstand colder weather such 
as a husky or malamute.

​•​Watch for signs of hypother-
mia—shivering, weak pulse, 
dilated pupils, stupor, and un-
consciousness. If an animal ex-
hibits these symptoms, get them 
to a veterinarian right away.

​•​“Salts” that melt snow can 
be a serious irritant for an ani-
mal’s paws—and some are tox-
ic if eaten. Make sure to wipe 
or rinse their feet when back 
indoors.

​•​Don’t leave antifreeze in 

open containers. Antifreeze is 
deadly—its sweet taste attracts 
almost any animal and will kill 
them.

​•​Bang on the hood of your 
car before starting it—small 
animals, including cats, may 
crawl under the hood to find 
warmth. 

Companion animals give 
us unconditional love but they 
can’t tell us when they get too 
cold. A little care and caution 
will go a long way toward 
keeping all our family mem-
bers healthy this winter. 

If you see an animal in dis-
tress outdoors, call 911. 

It is not uncommon for dogs 
and cats left outdoors in the 
brutal cold to suffer severe 
frostbite or even to freeze to 
death. Some areas, like North 
Dakota and Minnesota, have 
recorded temperatures as low 
as 40 degrees below zero. 

State laws differ dramatical-
ly when it comes to defining the 
standards of care required for 
animals. Some states fail to ex-
pressly include a requirement 
to provide adequate “shelter” 
as an element of the crime of 
animal neglect. 

However, others, like North 
Dakota (mentioned above) ex-
pressly mandate it. For exam-
ple, in North Dakota, neglect of 
a dog or a cat includes failing 
to provide “[s]helter from the 
elements, as appropriate for 
the species, the breed, and the 
animal’s age and physical con-

dition.”  
But one thing is certain: it 

is illegal to knowingly cause 
a companion animal to freeze 
to death in all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. 

ALDF is frequently con-
tacted regarding animal cruel-
ty charges filed against people 
who have left animals out in the 
cold. 

Public scrutiny and law en-
forcement are our best tools to 
enforce animal cruelty laws, 
and that is why we make ex-
posing such neglect—like leav-
ing dogs outdoors to freeze to 
death—a priority and make 
sure violators of these laws are 
held accountable. 

The Animal Legal Defense 
Fund was founded in 1979 to 
protect the lives and advance 
the interests of animals through 
the legal system. To accom-
plish this mission, the Ani-
mal Legal Defense Fund files 
high-impact lawsuits to protect 
animals from harm; provides 
free legal assistance and train-
ing to prosecutors and law en-
forcement to ensure that animal 
victims are removed from cru-
elty situations and animal abus-
ers are held accountable; sup-
ports tough animal protection 
legislation and fights harmful 
legislation; and provides re-
sources and opportunities to 
law students and professionals 
to advance the emerging field 
of animal law. For more infor-
mation, please visit aldf.org. 

Winter weather advisory: keep animals 
safe and warm this winter 
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JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

PAINTINGCONTRACTOR

HANDYMAN

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

ELECTRICIAN

ROOFING

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

2 col. x 2 inches
$240.00
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 eyes on your ad
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12 WEEKS  1 PRICE
One 2x2 Ad → NOVEMBER - JANUARY← ONLY $18000*

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 

Friday, February 10, 2023
Th e Ly n n Jo u r n a L
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Halperin, Jaydie B	 Pachico, Meghan     	 123 Trenton St #3      	 $435,000 

Correa, Wilson	 Loza, Fidel          	 160 Putnam St             	 $940,000 

Martin, Catherine  	 59 Falcon Street LLC	 59 Falcon St #2       	 $645,000 

Boston War Veterans Museu	 Italian Amer War Veteram	 60 Paris St                 	 $200,000  

Saratoga Prime LLC	 J&t Rt      	 682 Saratoga St         	 $1,200,000 

Proctor, Barry B	 A&l Investment Prop LLC	 9 Noble Ct             	 $1,080,000 

Davis, Monica	 95-97 Addison LLC	 95-97 Addison St #307  	 $670,000  

Perez, Edwin G	 95-97 Addison LLC	 95-97 Addison St #101    	$228,280
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Milestone event aims 
to surpass $500,000 
raised for ALS care 
and family support

Special to the Times-Free Press

To honor the life and lega-
cy of Cathy Nally and support 
families impacted by ALS 
(amyotrophic lateral sclerosis), 
siblings Dan and Betsy Nally 
will host the 5th Annual Rally 
4 Nally Polar Plunge on Satur-
day, January 3, 2026, at Carson 
Beach. Proceeds from the event 
will benefit Compassionate 
Care ALS (CCALS) and The 
Peter Frates Family Founda-
tion, continuing Cathy’s mis-
sion to ensure families facing 
ALS receive compassionate 
care, critical resources, and 
hope.

Cathy Nally, of Westwood 
and Boston, passed away in 
August 2022 after a coura-
geous two-year battle with 
ALS. Since its inception, Rally 
4 Nally has raised more than 
$430,000 to support individu-
als and families living with the 
disease and to advance critical 
care and research initiatives. 
Organizers expect the 2026 
event to push total fundraising 
past $500,000, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in the fight 
against the disease.

Event Details
Event: Rally 4 Nally Polar 

Plunge & Reception
Date: Saturday, January 3, 

2026
Time: Registration opens at 

10:00 a.m.; plunge at approxi-
mately 11:00 a.m.

Location: Carson Beach 
Boathouse, William J. Day 
Blvd., Boston, MA

Post-Plunge Reception: 
12:00 p.m. at Loco Taqueria, 
412 West Broadway, Boston, 
MA

To register or donate, vis-
it https://givebutter.com/ral-
ly4nally.

“It’s hard to believe that 
January 3, 2026 will mark our 
fifth Annual Rally 4 Nally,” 
said Dan Nally. “This event 

has grown into something far 
bigger than we ever imagined. 
With the continued generosity 
of our community, we’re hope-
ful that this year will bring us 
past $500,000 raised for Com-
passionate Care ALS and The 
Peter Frates Family Founda-
tion.”

Nally added that the mile-
stone carries special meaning 
given the realities of ALS. “Ev-
ery year, approximately 5,000 
people in the United States are 
diagnosed with ALS, and the 
average life expectancy is less 
than five years. With no cure 
and limited options to slow 
progression, families need im-
mediate support. These two 
organizations are dedicated to 
providing grants, equipment, 
education, and peace of mind 
so families can focus on cher-
ishing time together.”

Compassionate Care ALS 
(CCALS) is a nonprofit organi-
zation that supports individuals 
living with ALS, along with 
their families, caregivers, and 
healthcare providers, through 
comprehensive services ad-
dressing both physical and 
emotional needs. The organi-
zation became a lifeline for the 
Nally family early in Cathy’s 
diagnosis, providing hands-on 
guidance and support through-
out her journey.

The Peter Frates Family 
Foundation is a grant-based 
organization that assists fam-
ilies with the overwhelming 

cost of in-home care as ALS 
progresses. Founded in hon-
or of Pete Frates—diagnosed 

with ALS at age 27—the foun-
dation continues his legacy of 
advocacy and action. A former 

Boston College baseball cap-
tain, Frates helped launch the 
viral Ice Bucket Challenge in 
2014, which raised more than 
$225 million worldwide for 
ALS research and family sup-
port. Funding from that effort 
contributed to new treatment 
development, including Rely-
vrio, approved by the FDA in 
September 2022.

To mark the fifth anniver-
sary, the Nally family has set 
an online fundraising goal of 
$55,000, with additional pro-
ceeds raised through a silent 
auction, raffle prizes, and a 
post-plunge celebration. Com-
munity members are invited to 
take the plunge, donate online, 
or support the effort from afar 
in Cathy Nally’s memory by 
visiting https://givebutter.com/
rally4nally.
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Fifth Annual Rally 4 Nally Polar Plunge set for Jan. 3 at Carson Beach

Supporters pictured at a previous Rally 4 Nally Polar Plunge.
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