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MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX

Mayor Michelle Wu stands with her family as she takes her Oath of Office from Judge Sarah G. Kim, Associ-
ate Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Court during the Inauguration Ceremony at Symphony Hall. See 
pages 4-5 for more photos.

HVNA supports Byron St. project 
By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

At Monday’s Harbor View 
Neighborhood Association 
(HVNA) meeting, those in at-
tendance voted to support a 
project that would bring new 
units to 60-62 Byron Street. 

The proposal, as explained 
by Attorney Richard Lynds, 
is to demolish the existing 
multi-family building on the 
site and build a new three-story, 
six-unit building that includes 

six parking spaces. 
“That (the parking spaces) is 

something that is not required 
— we have an alternative pro-
posal where we would construct 
essentially two three-family 
dwellings,” Lynds said. “Our 
option is to do one single build-
ing as opposed to two separate 
buildings and then have the 
parking in the rear.”

Lynds expanded on this, not-

City officials take oaths of office as 
Mayor Wu promises, ‘Boston will be a beacon’ 

Staff Report

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
took the oath of office for the 
second time on Monday morn-
ing before a capacity crowd 
who witnessed the traditional 

pomp and ceremony of a may-
oral inauguration at Boston 
Symphony Hall.

Ron Cobb, the official City 
Messenger, attired appropriate-
ly in a top hat and tails, opened 
the official proceedings with an 

introduction of the participants 
and elected officials. 

City Clerk Alex Geourntas, 
who served as the Master of 
Ceremonies, then introduced 

See HVNA Page 6
See OATHS Page 6

Breadon elected 
City Council President
Coletta Zapata withdraws her candidacy

Staff Report

In a major political develop-
ment that stunned East Boston 
residents, Liz Breadon was 
elected the new president of 
the Boston City Council at its 
first meeting of the year Mon-
day following the inauguration 
ceremonies.

Local observers were ex-
pecting District 1 Council-

or Gabriela Coletta Zapata, 
who represents East Boston, 
Charlestown, and the North 
End, to be elected to the top 
leadership position on the 
13-member board. In the weeks 
leading up to the vote, Coletta 
Zapata appeared to have gar-
nered the support from her col-
leagues for the presidency. But 

See COUNCIL Page 7
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The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transporta-
tion (MassDOT), through 
its Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS) Program, is pleased 
to announce the launch of 
the 2026 Yard Sign Design 
Contest. The annual contest 
raises awareness for trans-
portation-related themes 
that help support school 
safety for walking and bik-
ing to school and is open to 
students in second through 
eighth grade who attend par-
ticipating SRTS partner pub-
lic schools. To become an 
SRTS partner, school admin-
istrators can connect with 
their Outreach Coordinator 
or fill out the online form. 

“Massachusetts schools 
are ranked # 1 in the nation 
and under Governor Healey, 
safety for all will always be 
our top priority. As Mass-
DOT launches this year’s 
Safe Routes to School con-
test, we take great pride in 
partnering with schools, 
communities and today’s 
youth to promote safety 
across all modes of travel to 
and from school,” said Inter-
im MassDOT Secretary and 
MBTA General Manager 
Phil Eng. “By making it fun 
for students and adults of all 
ages, it reminds us all that 
no matter what age we are, 
we can all participate, teach 
and learn. Watching the 
next generation help shape 
a safer, healthier transpor-
tation system for everyone 
who walks, bikes, rides and 
drives or takes transit across 
our state demonstrates the 
importance of education and 
that the future is bright.” 

This year’s theme is cen-
tered around “no idling.” 
Students are tasked with cre-
ating original designs that 
highlight the importance of 
turning off vehicle engines 
to promote a healthy envi-
ronment for nearby pedes-
trians. For the fourth year in 

a row, multilingual designs 
are highly encouraged.  

All contest materials in-
cluding a blank template 
will be available on the Safe 
Routes to School website 
under the Encouragement 
page. You can also view 
winning designs from past 
contest themes. All designs 
must be submitted by Mon-
day, February 23, 2026.  

The Massachusetts SRTS 
Program, sponsored by 
MassDOT and with funds 
from the Federal Highway 
Administration, promotes 
safer routes for students 
to actively get to and from 
school by fostering partner-
ships between communi-
ty-led organizations, local 
law enforcement, education 
leaders, and public health 
departments. The Program 
currently serves more than 

1,290 schools in over 285 
communities across the 
Commonwealth. Through 
these partnerships, the Mas-
sachusetts SRTS Program 
highlights the importance 
of pedestrian and bicycle 
safety. SRTS also provides 
information, materials, and 
resources to support schools 
and communities with their 
local SRTS initiatives.  

For more information on 
Massachusetts Safe Routes 
to School visit: 

www.mass .gov / sa fe -
routes-to-school

www.facebook.com/Saf-
eRoutes.MA

www.twitter.com/SafeR-
outes_MA  

www.ins tagram.com/
srts_ma 

www.linkedin.com/com-
pany/ma-safe-routes-to-
school
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MassDOT announces 10th annual Safe Routes 
to School Program Yard Sign Design Contest

PROUD OF OUR MAYOR
As we were watching this past Monday’s inauguration ceremonies of city 

officials, and then listening to the inspiring Inaugural Address of Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu, it really hit home for us the extent to which Mayor Wu and our 
City Council embody the moment in which we are living.

Mayor Wu’s speech, though relatively short (about 20 minutes), starkly 
laid out in no uncertain terms the extent to which our democracy is under at-
tack. Her clarion call to oppose the forces that threaten to destroy everything 
that our nation and our city have accomplished since our founding 250 years 
ago was more direct than anything that we hear from our tired and aging 
politicians in Washington, most of whom are more concerned about their 
own self-preservation than they are about the future of our country.

As the daughter of immigrants from Taiwan, it is obvious that Mayor 
Wu has both a firm grasp of the ideals that have made America great and a 
clear vision of what it will take to make Boston a model city as we enter the 
middle part of the 21st century. 

We wish Mayor Wu the best as she embarks on her second term as our 
mayor, knowing fully well that her success will be ours.

THANK YOU, STRANGER THINGS
The long-awaited conclusion of the hit Netflix series, Stranger Things, 

finally arrived over the holiday week.
It’s hard to believe that it has been more than nine years since the show 

became a cultural phenomenon when the first season debuted in the summer 
of 2016.

The series is set in the 1980s, rekindling fond memories of that era for 
anyone who was around at that time. There were no cell phones or personal 
computers and kids gathered in their basements to play Dungeons and Drag-
ons with playing cards, game pieces, and handwritten notebooks.

For those who grew up in that era, the show was a trip down memory 
lane. Although we were a bit older in the ‘80s than the show’s main charac-
ters -- who were in middle school when the series began -- what resonated 
for us was the photographer for the high school newspaper who developed 
his black & white film and printed his own photos in his red-light dark room.

It reminded us of an era of our life, which we largely had forgotten, when 
we too, were printing our photos for our newspapers in the dark room in 
the basement of our newspaper office. Today of course, all of our photos 
are digital and are transmitted via the internet with a few keystrokes on our 
cell phones and laptops -- long gone are the spools of 36-photo rolls of film, 
chemical solutions, and printing paper, not to mention the hours we spent 
in the dark room making sure that our photos were shaded just right for the 
next day’s newspaper.

The show also introduced us to one of our favorite new actresses, Millie 
Bobby Brown, and resurrected an old favorite, Winona Ryder, who herself 
was a teen in the 1980s.

On the surface, Stranger Things can be viewed as a straight-up horror 
movie involving a parallel universe (known as the Upside Down) that is 
populated by alien demons and oozing black vines, along with the requisite 
government conspiracy.

Metaphorically, the Upside Down can be viewed in any number of ways, 
from the spread of cancer in the human body to having been prescient of 
what has transpired in the world since 2016 -- the upside down nature of our 
political life, the onset of the coronavirus, or perhaps the ubiquity of plastics 
in everything we eat, drink, and breathe.

But in the last scenes of the series finale, the show reminded us that it was 
at its best when it focused on the loss of innocence that we all undergo -- and 
endure -- when we transition from childhood to adulthood on the journey 
from middle school through high school.

That is a universal theme that is applicable to every generation -- and that 
was captured so well by Stranger Things.
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EAST BOSTON 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AND 
KAORI CAFE COFFEE 
CONNECT 4 

Please join the Chamber and 
Kaori Cafe for coffee and net-
working featuring coffee from 
the newly opened Kaori Cafe. 

Friday January 23 
8:30 to 10:30 am 
303 Meridian Street, East 

Boston 
eastbostonchamberofcom-

merce@gmail.com.

EASTIE FARM 
COMMUNITY 
SUPPORTED 
AGRICULTURE 
PROGRAM (CSA) 

Eastie Farm announced that 
subscriptions are now open for 
their CSA 2026, and it’s time 
to purchase your share! They 
are offering early bird specials 
on market shares, so be sure to 
grab yours before they sell out. 
Want more information? Visit 

their webpage to learn about 
their CSA program which takes 
place from May 27, 2026 to No-
vember 11, 2026. Also, please 
consider making a donation to 
Eastie Farm at this time to help 
with programming there.  east-
iefarm.com/csa. 

EAST BOSTON 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 
COMMEMORATES 
MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. DAY 

Please join the Chamber in 
commemorating Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day on Monday, Jan-
uary 19. The Chamber will pay 
tribute with an American flag 
display at the site outside the 
Chamber office at 464 Bremen 
Street in East Boston. 

PLEASE NOTE 
• Consider at this time of the 

year to keep our local restau-
rants in mind as business slows 
down dramatically during the 
first part of the new year di-

rectly following the holidays. 
If you need a gift idea, please 
consider purchasing a gift cer-
tificate from a choice restaurant 
here in East Boston. This can 
help a small business immense-
ly. 

• At this time the East Bos-
ton Community Soup Kitchen 
is asking for donations to help 
continue the important work 
and resources they provide in 
our community. 

• The Boston Water and Sew-
er Commission continues to 
provide information regarding 
plans of the East Boston Sew-
er Separation Project going on 
now in our community until the 
Winter. There is an after work 
hours number 617-989-7000. 
Check out the impacts to our 
streets at bwsc.org/projects/
east-boston 

• The Chamber is committed 
to providing opportunities for 
networking to its membership. 
If you are interested in a collab-
orating event or idea with the 
Chamber, please do not hesitate 
to reach out at 617-569-5000. 

eastbostonchamberofcom-
merce@gmail.

East Boston Chamber News

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
PLEASE CALL 617-567-4499         SPINELLIS.COM

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceañera, Reunion,

Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes

Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service
and professionalism to ensure the success of

your special occasion.

Please accept sincere condolences, from the Spinelli’s family and staff.
During this difficult time, we would like to offer our facility at a specially

reduced price, for you, your family and friends.

SERVED UPON ARRIVAL - Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

BUFFET LUNCHEON MENU

Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter, Chicken, Ziti & Broccoli
Alfredo, Eggplant Parmigiana, Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499           www.spinellis.com

Above price does not include a 15% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

PINELLI’S
F U N C T I O N  F A C I L I T Y

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $15.50 Per
Person

Wu announces community benefits agreement with Kraft Group for Everett Stadium
Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced that the City of Bos-
ton and the Kraft Group have 
agreed on financial and oper-
ational terms of a community 
benefits package totaling near-
ly $48 million over the next 15 
years and additional commit-
ments around project design re-
view, local hiring, and regional 
transportation coordination. In 
addition to annual payments, 
the Kraft Group will make 
substantial infrastructure im-
provements in Sullivan Square 
in Charlestown prior to the sta-
dium’s opening and fund all 
public safety and transportation 
management costs for stadium 
events. This agreement comes 
after months of negotiations 
throughout 2025, in which 
Mayor Wu pursued a project 
mitigation package that would 
appropriately address the stadi-
um’s impacts on Boston. This 
final agreement — $13 million 
in direct payments and a new, 
permanent per-ticket revenue 
source for the City, which is 
expected to total $34 million 
in the first 15 years — follows 

the Kraft Group’s initial offer 
of $750,000 in a one time pay-
ment for mitigation funds for 
the City. The deal was reached 
pursuant to provisions of the 
Mass Leads Act, the state’s 
2024 economic development 
bill, which required the Kraft 
Group to secure a community 
benefits agreement with Boston 
and Everett in order for the sta-
dium project to move forward.

“The City fought for a fair 
deal for Boston and our res-
idents, and that is what we 
have achieved through this 
agreement,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “After months of 
negotiations, we have secured 
commitments addressing the 
needs of Charlestown residents 
and feedback from communi-
ty partners. This stadium will 
enhance Boston’s position as 
the sports and entertainment 
capital of New England while 
transforming a blighted site on 
our doorstep. I’m grateful to 
all our neighborhood leaders 
and community advocates who 
helped us reach this important 
step, and the legislative leaders 
who ensured Boston would be 
at the table. We will continue 

to engage with the project as 
it advances to the next stage of 
review.” 

“The language we passed 
into law made clear that the 
communities most affected 
by this project should have a 
voice in how this development 
moves forward,” said Senator 
Sal DiDomenico. “I want to 
thank the cities of Everett and 
Boston, and the Kraft Group 
for coming together on agree-
ments that address the needs of 
the communities and will have 
a positive and lasting impact in 
both Everett and Charlestown. 
I am happy to see the Revolu-
tion soccer stadium reach this 
critical step in making this 
transformational project a re-
ality. The millions of dollars of 
investments in our communi-
ties continue to show that this 
stadium will result in economic 
and environmental wins for our 
residents.”

To support the Charlestown 
neighborhood, which will be 
most impacted by the stadium, 
the Kraft Group will make an 
initial payment of $3 million 
over six years which will be 
directed to the Charlestown 

Community Impact Fund. The 
Fund was created in 2016 to 
distribute annual community 
mitigation funds from the En-
core casino and annually sup-
ports a range of Charlestown 
organizations. The City also 
announced that of future annual 
ticket revenues, anticipated to 
be $2 million per year, at least 
half will be directed to Charles-
town-specific municipal proj-
ects.

The City and the Kraft Group 
also agreed to a set of terms 
to ensure the stadium will be 
a good neighbor to Boston. 
These include a commitment 
to establish an annual Traffic 
and Parking Management Plan 
to be approved by the City of 
Boston; a construction man-
agement plan executed with 
the City of Boston to reduce 
impacts on Charlestown during 
stadium construction; annual 
monitoring of traffic impacts; 
the creation of a ferry service 
dock at the stadium for water 
transportation; the construction 
of the stadium at 2070 flood 
resilience standards; prioritiza-
tion of stadium design features 
in compliance with zero net 
carbon operational goals; noise 
and light pollution mitigation 

requirements; prioritized hiring 
for Boston residents for stadi-
um jobs; a commitment to so-
licit 25% of both construction 
and ongoing contracts from 
local minority, woman owned, 
and/or veteran owned com-
panies; and an agreement for 
the Kraft Group to participate 
in regional working groups to 
address regional transportation 
concerns.  

“I want to thank Mayor Wu 
and her team for their tireless 
efforts in getting the best pos-
sible deal for Charlestown on 
this transformative project,” 
said State Representative Dan 
Ryan. “There is still a long way 
to go in this process but the 
community agreement between 
the City of Boston and the New 
England Revolution is a good 
first step in ensuring that the 
infrastructure needs of this part 
of the region are addressed and 
that Charlestown benefits from 
this transformation.”

“Charlestown has been clear 
that a project of this scale must 
come with real mitigation,” said 
City Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta Zapata. “After months of 
negotiations, the City secured 

See STADIUM Page 7
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MAYOR MICHELLE WU TAKES THE OATH OF OFFICE

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    

engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news 
releases, business and education briefs, sports stories 

and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  We 

also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and 
photos to deb@reverejournal.com

Inauguration of the Honorable Mayor Michelle Wu took place 
at Symphony Hall, as well as the Administration of the Oath of 
Office for the Boston City Council on January 5, 2026

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

Boston Police and Fire Departments, and Boston EMS Honor Guards presenting the colors.

Judge Sarah G. Kim, Associate Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme 
Court, and Mayor Michelle Wu.

Mayor Michelle Wu, with her husband, Conor Pewarski, and children, 
Blaise, Cass, and Mira.

Boston City Councilors honoring the Pledge of Allegiance.

Representative Dan Ryan and his daughter, 
Audrey Ryan.
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Your health, your community, 
your NeighborHealth.  
We’re here for you.
neighborhealth.com

MAYOR MICHELLE WU TAKES THE OATH OF OFFICE
PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

Boston City Councilors applauding Mayor Michelle Wu.

Mayor Michelle Wu administering the oath of office to the Boston City Council.

Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata embracing Councilor Henry Santa-
na after being sworn in.

Mayor Michelle Wu presenting her inaugural address.

Judge Sarah G. Kim offering congratulatory wishes to Mayor Michelle 
Wu as she begins her second term in office.
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the Color Guards from the Bos-
ton Police, Boston Fire, and 
Boston EMS, as well as six 
student-athletes from the Bos-
ton public schools who led the 
audience in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. The National Anthem 
was sung by Baird Lashley, an 
Emergency Medical Techni-
cian with Boston EMS.  

Several religious members 
offered Interfaith Prayers. 
Among those offering the In-
terfaith Prayers were Father 
John Unni of St. Cecilia Parish; 
Bishop William E. Dickerson 
II, of Greater Love Tabernacle; 
Pastor Mima Concepcion de 
Rodriguez of Nueva Vida Unit-
ed Methodist Church; Imam 
Abdulqadir Farah, Islamic So-
ciety of Boston Cultural Cen-

ter; and Rabbi Elaine Zecher, 
Temple Israel.

Emmanuel Oppong-Yeboah, 
the city’s Poet Laureate, who 
is the school librarian at the Jo-
seph Lee School in Dorchester, 
read his original poem, titled 
Boston Sonnet, that he said was 
inspired by the origin of the 
name of the City of Boston in 
Boston, Lincolnshire, England.

After the showing of a video 
that highlighted Mayor Wu’s 
first term, City Clerk Geourntas 
presented the official Certifica-
tion of Election of Mayor Wu. 
Judge Sarah G. Kim, Associate 
Justice of the Massachusetts 
Superior Court, then adminis-
tered the Oath of Office to the 
mayor, who was accompanied 
by her husband and three chil-

dren.
Geourntas next announced 

the Certification of Election for 
the members of the Boston City 
Council: Councilors-at-Large 
Ruthzee Louijeune, Julia Me-
jia. Erin Murphy, and Henry 
Santana and Ward Councilors 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata, Ed-
ward Flynn, John FitzGerald, 
Brian Worrell, Enrique Pepén, 
Benjamin Weber, Rev. Miniard 
Culpeper, Sharon Durkan, and 
Liz Brendon.

Mayor Wu then swore-in the 
councillors.

The program concluded with 
Wu presenting her inaugural 
address. She noted that Boston 
Symphony Hall, which was de-
signed by renowned architects 
and a Harvard professor, is the 
most acoustically-perfect hall 
of its kind in America that re-
flects a “uniquely Boston blend 
of science and the arts.”

Wu thanked the elected state 
and federal officials on hand 
for their partnership and the 
city’s workers “for making 
everything we do possible,” a 
remark that drew extended ap-
plause from the audience.

She noted that 250 years ago, 
Henry Knox embarked on his 
epic winter journey that trans-
ported the heavy cannons from 
the captured Ft. Ticonderoga in 
upstate New York to Dorches-
ter Heights, an against-all-odds 
feat that ultimately enabled 
George Washington to force 
the British fleet and occupying 

army to withdraw from the city 
on March 17, 1776, for the re-
mainder of the Revolutionary 
War.

Wu highlighted some of the 
major accomplishments of her 
first term, including the reduc-
tion of gun violence in the city 
to an all-time low, the construc-
tion of 4,200 affordable new 
homes with 2,000 more in the 
pipeline, and the expansion of 
pre-K education for 5,000 fam-
ilies.

“We’ve seen how much is 
possible because of how far 
we’ve pushed forward together. 
But we need to keep pushing,” 
Wu said, “because in some 
ways right now, the world feels 
helplessly stuck. We know 
what problems need fixing, but 
we’ve lost faith that we can fix 
them.

“Today the forces we face 
are not British troops on the 
Common or ships in our har-
bor, but they demand no less in-
genuity. Isolation, polarization, 
and misinformation are fraying 
our connection to trust, truth, 
and each other. And against this 
backdrop, the federal govern-
ment is taking aim at the ways 
in which we take care of each 
other,” Wu continued, citing 
the federal cutbacks in emer-
gency management, research, 
and housing, as well as what 
she termed, “the abduction of 
our neighbors off our sidewalks 
and outside our schools...and 
the illegal deployment of our 

troops against our own fami-
lies and neighbors in peaceful 
American cities. This federal 
administration has plundered 
our economy, ravaged our 
reputation, torched our institu-
tions, and destroyed the lives of 
our people.

“Boston will be a beacon,” 
Wu said to a standing ovation, 
“and we will not wait for per-
mission to build the world our 
families deserve.”

Wu also promised that her 
second term will focus on 
making the city safer and im-
proving the city’s parks, play-
grounds, streets, services, and 
schools, as well as streamlining 
the city’s permitting processes.

“We will work to address 
the housing needs of our fam-
ilies and seniors, focusing on 
solutions they want and can af-
ford,” Wu said. “Over the next 
four years, we will continue in-
venting new ways to use public 
planning, public finance, and 
public land to create the homes 
our residents need, because we 
know that housing is a public 
good. We will not be defeated 
by the affordability crisis of the 
present.

“If we can invent America, 
then we can be the city that 
forges the path forward in this 
moment. If we are willing to 
try, with a little help from each 
other, we can build the future 
that our families deserve,” Wu 
concluded.

Orient Height Food Market .......................................1016 Bennington St.
Angelos..................................................................... 1012 Bennington St.
Butcher......................................................................1008 Bennington St.
Tobacco ....................................................................1006 Bennington St.
Sunny .......................................................................1000 Bennington St.
Renegades ...............................................................1004 Bennington St.
Metro PCS ..................................................................... 982 Saratoga St.
Catering Deli .................................................................. 978 Saratoga St.
Kiosco Restaurant Bar .................................................. 974 Saratoga St.
Rite Aid .......................................................................971 Bennington St.
Luna’s Italian ................................................................. 945 Saratoga St.
Neptune Laundromat .............................................................Saratoga St.
Subway .......................................................................... 948 Saratoga St.
Burger King ................................................................... 948 Saratoga St.
Saratoga Market .................................................................. 16 Trident St.
Royal Famous Roast Beef .........................................752 Bennington St.
Lanzillis Gas Station ...................................................931 Bennington St.
Lisslot Hair Salon .......................................................730 Bennington St.
Century 21 Realty .......................................................620 Bennington St.
7-Eleven ..............................................................................120 Byron St.
Salesian Boys and Girls Club ................... 150 Byron and Bennington St.
Carlos Catering ....................................... 567 Bennington and Moore St.
The Corner Mini Market .......................517 Bennington and Harmony St.
The UPS ............................................................................ 2 Neptune Rd.
Neptune Liquors ................................................................ 1 Neptune Rd.
Neptune Convenience ....................................................... 3 Neptune Rd.
Neptune Laundromat ..................................................... 489 Saratoga St.
Mellos Coffee ................................................................. 476 Saratoga St.
DA. Copas Pizza ........................................................... 474 Saratoga St.
Laundromat ................................................................... 470 Saratoga St.
Mobil Gas Station ............................................................396 Chelsea St.
Spinellis ......................................................................282 Bennington St.
Daycare Liquors .........................................................286 Bennington St.
Jeveli’s Restaurant ........................................... Chelsea and Day Square
Tiny Bubbles .................................................................200 Bennigton St.
Lolly’s Bakery .............................................................158 Bennington St.
Sava’s Market ......................................... 150 Bennington and Brooks St.
Kelly’s Pub ....................................................................84 Bennington St.
East Boston Corner Market ............................................... 233 Marion St.
Peach’s and Cream ......................................................73 Bennington St.
East Boston Saving Bank ...............................................1 Bennington St.
Citizens Bank ........................................................................ Meridian St.
Dunkin’ Donut ........................................................................ Meridian St.
Castello Liquors ..................................................................... Meridian St.
The Soap Box Laundromat ............................................ 299 Meridian St.
Angela’s Coffee ............................................................ 131 Lexington St.
Food Market ................................................................... 353 Meridian St.

Meridian Market .............................................................. 357 Meridian St.
Mobil Gas Station .................................................................. Meridian St.
Shaw’s ............................................................................... 240 Border St.
Kappy’s Liquors ................................................................. 216 Border St.
CVS ................................................................................... 210 Border St.
McDonalds ....................................................................... Central Square
East Boston Social Center.................................................. 68 Central St.
Wallgreens ................................................................ 1 Central Sq 100 St.
Americano Express Bar ......................................................... Meridian St.
Shell Gas Station .............................................................. 52 Meridian St.
Police Station ................................................................... 49 Meridian St.
Post Office ........................................................................ 50 Meridian St.
East Boston Saving Bank ................................................. 10 Meridian St.
East Boston APAC ............................................................ 17 Meridian St.
Bella’s Market ...................................................................67 Maverick St.
Bank of America ....................................................................Maverick St.
Smoke Shop ..........................................................................Maverick St.
PLS Check .......................................................................19 Maverick St.
Meridian Market .............................................................. 121 Meridian St.
Clipper Wine and Spirit ..........................................................Maverick St.
Station Grocery .....................................................................Maverick St.
Dunkin’ Donut ........................................................................Maverick St.
Tedeschi ................................................................................Maverick St.
Heritage Apts ................................................................... 209 Sumner St.
Cross Roads Shelter .............................................................56 Havre St.
Maverick Landing .............................................................31 Liverpool St.
San Miguel Argangel ....................................................... 317 Sumner St.
Adela’s Bakery ................................................................. 319 Sumner St.
Mehak Halal ............................................................................Sumner St.
Wine and Barley .............................................................. 326 Sumner St.
Al Bar ............................................................................... 330 Sumner St.
Italian Express Pizza ....................................................... 336 Sumner St.
Family Brothers Market ................................................... 339 Sumner St.
Alvaro Laundromat .......................................................... 341 Sumner St.
Sumner Market ................................................................ 345 Sumner St.
Maverick st Market .........................................................211 Maverick St.
Wash and Dry .................................................................209 Maverick St.
Laundromat .......................................................................72 Chelsea St.
Santarpios ....................................................................... 111 Chelsea St.
Old Factory Condo ............................................................. 156 Porter St.
Spotless ................................................................................ 24 Porter St.
East Boston YMCA .......................................................... 215 Bremen St.
Boston Library ................................................................. 365 Bremen St.
Woody’s Liquors .......................................................1035 Bennington St.
Don Orion Nursing Home ................................................. 111 Orient Ave.
Glastone Market .................................................................3 Glastone St.
Continental Dry Cleaners.......................................................15 Breed St.
Martin Community Ctr ................................................... 86 Boardman St.
Starbucks .............................................................430 McClellan Highway

East Boston Times-Free Press Drop-Off Locations

ing that the alternative, which 
could be done by right, would 
not require any off-street park-
ing under the city’s zoning reg-
ulations. 

“By us opting to do one sin-
gle six-unit dwelling, you still 
get the six units of housing, but 
you’re also getting the six park-
ing spaces to go along with it,” 
he said. 

Moreover, the proposal, 
which was initially presented 
to the HVNA this summer, re-
quires a variance for the total 
lot width. Since the site is in 
the East Boston Residential 
(EBR)-3 zoning subdistrict, the 
lot width must be at least 55 feet 
for six units on the lot. 

This proposal was present-
ed at an abutters meeting last 
month. HVNA Board Member 
Skip Marcella, who attended the 

meeting, said that it appeared 
the abutters in attendance were 
supportive of the project. 

Following the brief presen-
tation, the floor was opened to 
questions and comments from 
attendees. 

One attendee asked whether 
each unit had a parking spot, 
and Lynds said, “Each unit is 
assigned one parking spot.” 

The conversation about park-
ing continued, and Lynds ex-
plained that, for example, if the 
units were condominiums, the 
unit price factors in the parking 
spot. 

“They don’t have an option 
to say (they) don’t want a park-
ing spot, so therefore (they) pay 
less,” Lynds said. 

Though Lynds said that in 
this example, if someone pur-
chased the condo and did not 

have a car, they could rent out 
their spot to someone else in the 
building. 

If these units were rentals, 
Lynds indicated that the situa-
tion would be similar, but ten-
ants would be less likely to be 
able to rent out their spot to oth-
er members of the building.

As the conversation contin-
ued, parking, the building’s to-
tal square footage, the abutters 
meeting, and more were cov-
ered before the project went to 
a vote. 

Ultimately, those in atten-
dance voted to support the proj-
ect by a 10-7 margin. 

For more information about 
the HVNA and to view a record-
ing of this meeting, visit https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
harborviewna/. The next HVNA 
meeting is scheduled for Feb. 2. 

HVNA //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Oaths //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Stadium //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

nearly $50 million in payments 
over 15 years, up from an ini-
tial $750,000 proposal, along 
with funding for public safety, 
traffic management, and major 
infrastructure improvements in 
Sullivan Square and surround-
ing corridors. These invest-
ments will deliver necessary 
improvements for Charlestown 
residents before the stadium 
opens and make clear that ma-
jor developments in Boston 
must deliver meaningful bene-
fits to the neighborhoods they 
impact. Thank you to Mayor 
Wu, our state delegation, and 
residents who advocated for 
what our one-square-mile de-
serves.”

“The strength of our cities 
are the people we serve and 
how they continue to work and 
live while our communities 
expand with economic devel-
opment,” said Revere Mayor 
Patrick Keefe. “We  are grate-
ful to Mayor Wu and her team 
for recognizing the regional 
mayor’s coalition and leading 
this effort to make sure all can 
benefit from increased access 
to public transportation and 
regional multi-modal transit 
improvements - it’s a good deal 
for business and much needed 
investment for our residents.”

The agreement incorporates 
financial guarantees, trans-
portation and public safety 
requirements, design and cli-
mate resilience standards, and 
community benefits before and 
during construction as well as 
while the stadium is operation-
al:

Financial Details:
• Upfront Community Pay-

ments: Upon completion of the 
MEPA permitting process, the 
Kraft Group will make an im-
mediate $1.5 million commu-
nity impact payment, followed 
by $300,000 annually for five 
years (totaling $3 million in 
upfront impact funds).

• Infrastructure Improve-
ments: The Kraft Group will 

perform at least $5 million in 
safety and access improve-
ments to roadways, sidewalks, 
bike paths, intersections and 
transit facilities in Sullivan 
Square, Main Street, and along 
Route 99 before opening day.

• $5 million Transportation 
Fund: The Kraft Group will 
pay $333,000 annually for 15 
years to the City of Boston 
for ongoing transportation in-
frastructure improvements in 
Charlestown.

• Ticket Surcharges: To ad-
dress ongoing community im-
pacts, $1.00 per soccer ticket 
(increasing with CPI) and 1.5% 
of every concert ticket sold will 
be paid to the City in perpetu-
ity, which the parties estimate 
will generate $2 million in the 
first year of operation, and ap-
proximately $34 million over 
the first 15 years.

Transportation and 
Public Safety

• Traffic Management: An 
annual Traffic and Parking 
Management Plan (TPMP) 
must be approved by the City, 
with a primary goal of pre-
venting stadium-related traffic 
from cutting through Sullivan 
Square.

• Operational Costs: The 
Kraft Group will reimburse the 
City for all event-day costs, in-
cluding the deployment of ap-
proximately 38 Boston Police 
Officers per event.

• Ongoing Transit: The Kraft 
Group will install a water fer-
ry dock, fund annual traffic 
data monitoring, and sponsor 
a Bluebikes valet service on 
event days.

Design and 
Climate Resilience

• Neighborhood Mitigation: 
Designs will include shield-
ing to prevent field lights from 
shining into Charlestown and 
acoustic engineering to ensure 
noise levels remain below the 
70-decibel limit set by the Bos-

ton Noise Ordinance.  The Sta-
dium will also monitor noise 
levels during events, operate 
a hotline for complaints, and 
perform ongoing mitigation 
to comply with the noise ordi-
nance limit.  

• Coastal Flooding: The sta-
dium will be built to 2070 flood 
resilience standards, effectively 
closing the current flood path 
between Route 99 and the site.

• Sustainability: The proj-
ect includes a comprehensive 
stormwater plan, waste reduc-
tion strategies, and a commit-
ment to analyze feasibility for 
net-zero carbon operations.

Operations and 
Community Benefits

• Event Levels: The stadi-
um anticipates holding 17–20 
soccer matches and up to 20 
concerts per year. Any increase 
would be discussed with the 
City. 

• Local Sourcing Goals: 25% 
of construction and ongoing op-
erational contracts targeted for 
local MWBE/Veteran-owned 
businesses.

• Local Hiring Goals: 25% 
of permanent stadium jobs tar-
geted for Boston residents via 
preferential hiring.

• Supplier and Workforce 
Advisory Group: the Kraft 
Group and the City of Boston 
will convene an advisory group 
to assist with achieving the tar-
gets established above. 

• Community Access: The 
City of Boston may use the 
stadium for community events 
four times per year. The Revo-
lution will also host at least six 
free youth soccer clinics annu-
ally in Boston.

Other Commitments
• Construction Management 

Plan: The Kraft Group will exe-
cute a comprehensive construc-
tion management plan with the 
City of Boston to reduce local 
impacts during stadium con-
struction. 

• Stadium Plan Review: The 
Kraft Group will submit stadi-
um plans for the review to the 
staff of the Boston Planning 
Department to ensure compli-
ance with this agreement

• Regional Coordination: 
The Kraft Group and Boston 
commit to participating in re-
gional working groups to ad-
dress regional transportation 
impacts and promote invest-
ment in multi-modal public 
transit improvements 

Underscoring the impor-
tance of Charlestown residents’ 
feedback, the City of Bos-
ton engaged with community 
members to understand their 
concerns. From December 
2024 through February 2025 
the City received input from 
Charlestown neighborhood 
leaders and stakeholders rep-
resenting climate and trans-
portation advocacy groups in 
preparation for negotiations. 
Additionally, on March 11, 
2025, Mayor Wu, along with 
City officials from the Boston 
Transportation Department, the 
Planning Department, and Of-
fice of Neighborhood Services, 
attended a community meeting 
on the proposed stadium hosted 
by the Charlestown Neighbor-
hood Council to hear directly 
what the group hoped to see the 
City negotiate for on behalf of 
the neighborhood.

Since August, the City and 
New England Revolution ne-
gotiating teams have had the 
support of former MassPort 
CEO Tom Glynn and Rebecca 
Kaiser, who served as the des-
ignated mediators. 

A spokesperson for theK-
raft Group said, “The Kraft 
Group has reached agreements 
with the cities of Everett and 
Boston, marking an import-
ant milestone in our effort to 
transform a long‑neglected in-
dustrial site along the Mystic 
River into a vibrant, publicly 
accessible waterfront desti-
nation and the future home of 

the New England Revolution. 
These agreements reflect years 
of collaboration with city lead-
ers and community stakehold-
ers to ensure the project deliv-
ers meaningful, lasting benefits 
for residents while addressing 
transportation, environmental, 
and municipal impacts. We are 
especially grateful for Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria’s leadership 
and vision. At its core, this is 
an investment in Everett and 
its future. In addition, it pro-
vides improved access and an 
enhanced neighborhood expe-
rience by removing a physical 
and visual barrier for the resi-
dents of Charlestown and we 
appreciate Mayor Michelle Wu 
and her team’s partnership.

Under the agreements, we 
will undertake significant en-
vironmental remediation and 
demolition of the long‑vacant 
powerplant, invest in extensive 
traffic and transportation im-
provements, and deliver sub-
stantial community benefits, 
including millions of dollars to-
wards infrastructure improve-
ments. The project will open 
the waterfront with the creation 
of a new public park, strength-
en pedestrian and bicycle con-
nectivity, and enhance access 
to public transit. We will also 
support Everett Public Schools, 
expand local employment op-
portunities, and make the stadi-
um and waterfront park avail-
able for community and school 
events. Our shared commit-
ment to Everett and Boston res-
idents includes prioritizing lo-
cal hiring, youth soccer clinics, 
and community programming. 
This project is intended to be a 
true neighborhood asset.”

“I want to thank the dedicat-
ed negotiating teams from the 
City, the New England Revo-
lution, and our mediators, Tom 
Glynn and Rebecca Kaiser, 
who all worked through the 
holidays to achieve a fair deal 
for the people of Boston,” said 
Mayor Wu.

Coletta Zapata withdrew her 
name from the election Sun-
day, one day before the vote.

“Upon further reflection, I 
decided not to seek the nom-
ination for city council pres-

ident. I’m thankful for those 
who supported me and I look 
forward to serving my next 
term focused on my constit-
uents, protecting Bostonians 
from divisive federal attacks, 

and in the health and well-be-
ing of my growing family,” 
said Coletta Zapata.

“I respect the outcome and 
I remain focused on the work 
ahead in partnership with 

Councilor Breadon as our 
new president,” added Coletta 
Zapata.

Breadon, the District 9 
councilor who represents the 
Allston and Brighton neigh-

borhoods, defeated District 4 
Councilor Brian Worrell, 7-6, 
in the vote for the council pres-
idency.

Council //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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East Boston High School 
Jets Basketball Team falls to 
the Spartans of Stoneham High 
School 96-60 in the Annual Pa-
triot Holiday Tournament host-
ed by Revere High School.

Jets Head Coach Tyrone Figueroa and staff with the 2025-2026 EBHS Varsity Basketball Team at the Annual RHS Patriot Holiday Tournament.

Vladmilson Pinto grabs a Spartan 
rebound for the Jets.

Angel Valdez played a tight defense for the Jets in the annual tourna-
ment.

Kai LauQuan lines up a shot.

Stephen Lucas looks for an outlet 
pass.

Angel Rivera brings the ball into 
play for the Jets.

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

EAST BOSTON BOYS BASKETBALL FALL TO STONEHAM IN PATRIOT HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT
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Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SOLD

SUN TRANSCRIPT

First in Sail

East Boston
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Home To The Jet

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm;  Sun: 8am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.  We have the right to limit quantities.

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS FRIDAY, JAN. 8TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY JAN. 14TH 2026

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE:
WINTHROPMARKETPLACE.COM

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Produce
Imported Sweet & Seedless Clementine's ......$4.99

3 lb bag
All Purpose Yellow Onions 2 lb bag ....................... 99¢
Fresh Italian Plum Roma Tomatoes .............$1.69/lb
Fresh Cello Wrapped Cauliflower........................$3.99
"Pick your own" Russet Potatoes ...................89¢/lb

Meat

Bottom Round Roast ..................................$6.99/lb
Grade A Bone-In Chicken Thighs ................$1.79/lb
Boneless Pork Chops .................................. $2.99/lb
Boneless Pork Spare Ribs ...........................$3.29/lb
Boneless Pork Roast .................................. $2.99/lb
Fresh Whole Chickens .................................. $1.89/lb
Smithfield Bacon ...............................................$6.99
Bob Evans Side Dishes ............................. 2/$10.00
Mama Lucia Italian Frozen Meatballs 10 oz $3.99

Dole Fruit Bowls .............................................2/$6.00
Best Yet Apple Juice 64 oz ......................... 2/$5.00
Best Yet Mayonnaise 30 oz .........................2/$7.00
Best Yet Macaroni & Cheese ....................... 2/$1.00
Best Yet Peanut Butter .................................3/$5.00
Best Yet Canned Vegetables ....................... 4/$3.00
Campbell's Chunky Soup ............................... 2/$5.00
Xtra Laundry Detergent ................................2/$7.00
Best Yet Waffles ............................................2/$4.00
Best Yet Frozen Potatoes ...........................2/$6.00
Pepperidge Farm Texas Toast .......................2/$7.00
Best Yet Cheese Bars ...................................2/$4.00
Simply Orange Juice 46 oz ...........................2/$7.00
Califa Milk 48 oz ............................................2/$8.00

Bakery
4" Table Talk Pies Assorted Varieties ..........4/$5.00
Juniors Lil' Fella Cheese Cake ............................ $2.99
Chabaso Mini Sourdough Soup Boule ............... $1.99

Weekend Specials
Friday, Jan. 9th through Sunday, Jan. 11th

"while supplies last"
BAKERY
Fresh Baked Hermits 4pk ................................ $3.99
7" Cannoli Cake ...................................................$9.99

DELI
Corner Shop White American Cheese ........$4.29/lb
PRODUCE
Fresh Sweet & Crunchy 
Seedless Green or Red Grapes ................... $2.99/lb
MEAT
Grade A Chicken Tenders ............................ $2.99/lb
GROCERY
Best Yet Solid White Canned Tuna ....... 10/$10.00
Best Yet Ice Cream ........................................... $2.99

Deli
Krakus Imported Polish Ham ......................... $8.99/lb
Margherita Genoa Salami.............................. $9.99/lb
Margherita Hot Cappicola ..............................$7.99/lb
Carando Boneless Prosciutto .....................$11.99/lb
Corner Shop Provolone Cheese ..................... $4.99/lb

Don't Miss these Super Specials!
CUT FRESH DAILY

Stephen Lucas steps into the lane to block a Spartan play.

Kai LauQuan works around a defender for a Jet basket.

Angel Valdez stares down a defender.
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The Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department and Bos-
ton Public Health Commis-
sion (BPHC) are pleased to 
announce the 2026 Boston 
Parks Winter Fitness Series, 

sponsored by Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts. The 
series will offer free weekly 
classes in City of Boston parks 
now through April 4. 

This season, Bostonians can 

enjoy a variety of healthy activ-
ities both indoors and outdoors, 
including Walking Group, 
line dancing, Bota Foga, Kids 
Dance Fitness, Strength and 
Balance, Tai Chi, Yoga, and 
more. Classes are designed for 
all skill levels and ages, with 
options that are family-friend-
ly, age-friendly, and welcom-
ing to those who may be new 
to fitness.

“Throughout the winter 
months, our parks remain ac-
tive and welcoming places for 
Bostonians to move, connect, 
and care for their well-being,” 
said Cathy Baker-Eclipse, In-
terim Commissioner of the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department. “We’re grateful 
for our partnership with the 
Boston Public Health Com-
mission and Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts, which 
help bring free, accessible fit-
ness programming and com-
munity connection directly into 
our neighborhoods this winter.”

“The Winter Fitness Series 
is a wonderful opportunity for 
everyone in Boston to get mov-
ing and participate in free and 
accessible activities that can 
improve health and well-be-
ing,” said Bisola Ojikutu MD, 
MPH, FIDSA, Commissioner 
of Public Health for the City of 
Boston. “Resources like these 
free classes help reduce the risk 
of chronic disease, which is one 
of the goals of Live Long and 

Well, our citywide population 
health equity agenda. By en-
couraging everyone to engage 
in physical activity, we are 
ensuring that Boston is a city 
where all residents can thrive.”

Through this citywide initia-
tive, the Parks Department and 
BPHC aim to reduce barriers to 
active living and provide more 
opportunities for Boston resi-
dents to stay healthy and active 
throughout the winter months. 
Continuing on the success of 
the 2025 Parks Fitness Series, 
the winter series offers the op-
portunity for residents to stay 
active during shorter daylight 
hours while enjoying safe, ac-
cessible outdoor options. All 
classes are free and open to the 
public.

“We are delighted to contin-
ue our long-standing partner-
ship with the City of Boston to 
offer Winter Fitness, bringing 
free and accessible fitness op-
portunities to Boston neigh-
borhoods,” said Jeff Bellows, 
vice president of corporate 
citizenship and public affairs 
at Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Massachusetts. “The Boston 
Park Fitness series offers year-
round in-person classes that 
support the physical and mental 
well-being of residents.”

For up to date information, 
including weather-related can-
cellations for outdoor fitness 
classes, visit boston.gov/fit-
ness. 

The Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department (BPRD) 
stewards over 2,200 acres of 
public open space across 288 
properties, including the Bos-
ton Common, the Public Gar-
den, and the Olmsted-designed 
Emerald Necklace park sys-
tem. Our parks feature walk-
ing trails, playgrounds, courts, 
natural areas, and historic sites, 
as well as 29 urban wilds, four 
high school athletic fields, 
two public golf courses, and 
more than 40,000 street trees. 
BPRD offers free cultural and 
recreational programming for 
people of all ages, helping to 
create welcoming, active, and 
connected communities. Learn 
more at boston.gov/parks and 
sign up for updates at bit.ly/
Get-Parks-Emails. Follow our 
social channels @bostonparks-
dept on X, Facebook, Insta-
gram, and @parks.boston.gov 
on Bluesky.

Boston Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC) is the coun-
try’s oldest health department. 
We envision a thriving Boston 
where all residents live healthy 
and fulfilling lives. To accom-
plish this, BPHC works in part-
nership with communities to 
protect and promote the health 
and well-being of all Boston 
residents, especially those im-
pacted by racism and systemic 
inequities. Learn more about 
our work at boston.gov/bphc. 
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Atlantic Works Gallery presents ‘Art for the New Year’
Special to the Times-Free Press

Atlantic Works Gallery is ex-
cited to welcome 2026 with Art 
for the New Year: Small Works 
Off the Wall, a vibrant and 
accessible exhibition featur-
ing small works by members, 
alumni, and invited friends of 
the gallery. This non-juried 
show brings together a colorful 
range of styles, mediums, and 
creative voices from across our 
community, January 10-31.

To celebrate the new year, 
all artworks are priced at $300 
or less, making this an ideal 
opportunity for both seasoned 
collectors and first-time buyers. 
Presented salon-style, the exhi-
bition offers a lively, dynamic 
experience filled with paint-
ing, photography, drawing, and 
more.

This year’s Third Thursday 
Reception on January 15 (6–9 
PM) includes an exciting new 

twist:
Guests who purchase art-

work during the reception will 
take it home that night—right 
off the wall.

It’s a joyful way to collect 
original art and start the new 
year with something hand-
made, meaningful, and truly 
unique.

“Starting the year with small 
works brings joy, color, and 
accessibility into the gallery,” 
says Kristen Freitas of Atlan-
tic Works Gallery. “This exhi-
bition celebrates our creative 
community and welcomes 
members, alumni, and friends 
into a shared, welcoming 
space.”

All other purchased works 
will remain on view through 
January 31. 

The public is warmly invited 
to visit throughout the month 
and join us for an evening of 
art, conversation, and commu-

nity on January 15. Light re-
freshments will be served.

Atlantic Works Gallery, 80 
Border Street, Boston, MA 
02128, is an artist-run collab-
orative space for art and ideas 
located in East Boston. The 
gallery is open to the public ev-
ery Friday and Saturday, 2:00 – 
6:00 p.m. For private viewing, 
contact contact@atlanticworks.
org. For more information, visit 
https://atlanticworks.org/ . The 
Atlantic Works Gallery is a 
collaborative space for art and 
ideas.

----------------------
Arte para el Año Nuevo: 

Obras Pequeñas de la Pared
10–31 de enero de 2026
Recepción del Tercer Jueves: 

15 de enero | 6–9 PM
East Boston, MA — Atlantic 

Works Gallery da la bienvenida 
al 2026 con Arte para el Año 
Nuevo: Obras Pequeñas Fuera 
de la Pared, una exhibición vi-

brante y accesible que presenta 
obras pequeñas de miembros, 
exalumnos y amigos invitados 
de la galería. Esta muestra no 
jurada reúne una amplia varie-
dad de estilos, medios y voces 
creativas de toda nuestra comu-
nidad.

Para celebrar el Año Nuevo, 
todas las obras cuestan $300 o 
menos, lo que la convierte en 
una oportunidad perfecta tan-
to para coleccionistas experi-
mentados como para quienes 
compran arte por primera vez. 
Presentada al estilo salón, la 
exhibición ofrece una experi-
encia dinámica y colorida con 
pintura, escultura, fotografía, 
dibujo y más.

La Recepción del Tercer 
Jueves, el 15 de enero (6–9 
PM) trae una novedad emocio-
nante:

Los visitantes que compren 
una obra durante la recepción 
podrán llevársela esa misma 

noche—directamente de la 
pared.

Es una manera alegre e in-
olvidable de coleccionar arte 
original y comenzar el año con 
algo hecho a mano, significati-
vo y verdaderamente único.

“Comenzar el año con obras 
pequeñas trae alegría, color 
y accesibilidad a la galería,” 
dice Kristen Freitas de At-
lantic Works Gallery. “Esta 
exhibición celebra nuestra 
comunidad creativa y recibe 
a miembros, exalumnos y 
amigos en un espacio compar-
tido y acogedor.”

Las demás obras compradas 
permanecerán en exhibición 
hasta el 31 de enero. 

El público está cordialmente 
invitado a visitar durante todo 
el mes y unirse a nosotros el 
15 de enero para una noche de 
arte, conversación y comuni-
dad. Habrá refrescos ligeros.

Kick off the New Year with the City of Boston’s free Winter Fitness Series 
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336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

To place a memoriam in the 
Times-Free Press, please call 781-485-0588

Pasquale “Pat” Gaglione
A True Family Man 

AKA “the Mayor of Brandywyne”
Pasquale “Pat” Gaglione 

passed away peacefully on Jan-
uary 2, 2026, surrounded by his 
loving family. He was 92 years 
old.

Born on June 29, 1933, Pat 
was the beloved son of the late 
Raymond and Francis Gagli-
one. He was the devoted hus-
band of the late Barbara (Pope) 
Gaglione, with whom he now 
reunites in eternal rest. Pat 
was a proud and loving father 
to Richard Gaglione and his 
wife, Toni and to Robert Ga-
glione and his late wife, Mary. 
He was a cherished brother of 
Michael Gaglione and the late 
Angie King, Ronald Gaglione 
and Susan Pioppi. A devot-
ed grandfather, Pat adored his 
grandchildren: Jason, Christo-
pher, Robert and Brianna and 
was a loving great-grandfather 
to Kallee.

A true family man, Pat was 
known throughout his neigh-
borhood for his daily walks to 
Saratoga Market—often two 
or three times a day—for his 
scratch tickets, earning him 
the affectionate nickname “the 
Mayor of Brandywyne.” He 
had a deep love for horses and 
spent many happy days at the 
racetrack at Suffolk Downs. 
Pat also worked for many years 
at Haymarket Produce, stand-
ing at his produce stand on 
weekends, and became a proud 

laborer with Local 22.
Family and friends will hon-

or Pat’s life by gathering at 
the Ruggiero Family Memori-
al Home, 971 Saratoga Street, 
East Boston, on Thursday, Jan-
uary 8th from 4 to 8 p.m. and 
again on Friday morning at 9 
a.m. prior to a prayer service at 
10 a.m. Services will conclude 
with Pat being laid to rest be-
side his beloved wife at St. Mi-
chael Cemetery in Boston.

Pat will be remembered 
for his warm presence, strong 
work ethic, love of family, and 
the familiar sight of him walk-
ing his neighborhood each day. 
He will be deeply missed by all 
who knew and loved him. For 
more information or to leave an 
online condolence please vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

Winter is right around the 
corner, and we’re ready to turn 
up the fun at the pool! 

Our  Winter Swim Session 
officially started January 6, and 
we have exciting options for 
everyone in the family.

What’s happening this win-
ter?

• Swim Lessons
From parent/child and be-

ginner swimmers to more ad-
vanced levels, our classes are 
designed to build confidence, 
safety, and strong swim skills—
one splash at a time!

• For Winter A and Winter B, 
we are offering  twice-a-week 
swim lessons  for faster prog-
ress and skill development.

• Private Swim Lessons
Looking for one-on-one in-

struction? Private lessons are 

perfect for personalized goals, 
flexible scheduling, and faster 
progress.

• Lap Swim
Whether you’re training, 

exercising, or just enjoying 
a steady swim, lap lanes are 
available for members looking 
to stay active this winter.

• Open Swim
Family-friendly open swim 

times are available for every-
one to enjoy the pool together 
in a safe and supervised setting.

• Pool Parties
Celebrate birthdays or spe-

cial occasions with a splash! 
Our pool parties are a fun and 
unique way to make memories 
all year long.

• Ladies Night — Fridays at 
6:45 PM

Grab your friends and enjoy 

a fun, relaxing evening at the 
pool made just for you. A great 
way to unwind, move, and con-
nect!

Spots fill quickly, so we en-
courage you to register early. If 
you have any questions, need 
help choosing the right option, 
or would like more details, feel 
free to reach out—I’m happy to 
help!

• How to Register
You can register  online,  in 

person at 215 Bremen street, by 
calling 617-569-9622,  or 
by emailing me directly. If you 
need help choosing the right 
class or have any questions, 
I’m happy to assist you through 
the registration process.

https://community.ymcabos-
ton.org/s/registration

East Boston YMCA News

Massachusetts fire deaths drop by 12% in 2025
Massachusetts fire deaths in 

2025 declined from a seven-year 
high in 2024, with more than 
90% taking place in the victims’ 
homes, State Fire Marshal Jon 
M. Davine said.

Excluding fatal motor vehicle 
collisions with an ensuing fire, 
Massachusetts recorded 44 fire 
deaths in 30 fires during 2025. 
That number is a decline from 
the 50 civilian fire deaths record-
ed in 2024 and on par with the 
five-year average of 44 per year 
from 2020-2024. One child – a 
4-year-old North Adams girl – 
was lost to fire, down from three 
in 2024. Two dozen people aged 
65 or older lost their lives in fires 
during 2025, making them near-
ly 55% of fatal fire victims but 
only about 17% of the popula-
tion.

Single-family homes account-
ed for 14 deaths, followed by 
the devastating fire at Gabriel 
House Assisted Living in Fall 
River, which claimed 10 lives 
and represented the greatest loss 
of life to a single Massachusetts 
fire incident in decades. Nine 
people died in apartment or mul-
tifamily home fires, four people 

died in mobile home fires, and 
three people died in two-family 
homes.

The unsafe use or disposal 
of smoking materials was the 
known cause or a possible fac-
tor in 21 fire deaths in 2025, 
making it by far the most com-
mon factor and continuing a 
decades-long trend. Smoking 
is especially dangerous in the 
presence of medical oxygen – a 
fact pattern that investigators be-
lieve contributed to the Gabriel 
House fire. The Department of 
Fire Services last year updated 
its Home Oxygen Fire Safety 
brochure, which is offered on 
the DFS website and through the 
Massachusetts Health Promo-
tion Clearinghouse in English, 
Spanish, and Portuguese.

Smoke alarm operation could 
be provisionally determined 
for 30 of the 40 residential fire 
deaths. Only 16 of these homes 
or units of origin had working 
smoke alarms. The alarms in the 
remainder were either not work-
ing or missing entirely.

“Sadly, the places we should 
feel safest – our homes – are the 
places where most people lose 

their lives to fire,” said State Fire 
Marshal Davine. “Changes to 
building construction allow fires 
to grow and spread faster. Syn-
thetic furnishings create deadly 
smoke and toxic gases as they 
burn. The US Fire Administra-
tion estimates that we have less 
time to escape a fire at home than 
ever before, so it’s vital to have 
working smoke alarms to alert us 
to the danger before it’s too late.”

Four people perished in 
non-residential fire incidents. 
Three lost their lives in outdoor 
fires, including one who suffered 
fatal injuries while using illegal 
fireworks, and one was over-
come by smoke and flames in his 
vehicle when the engine caught 
fire.

While fatal fires tend to be 
most likely in the winter months, 
the Gabriel House fire caused 
10 of the 11 fire deaths in July. 
November was the second lead-
ing month with nine fatalities, 
followed by March and October, 
which accounted for four each. 
Fatal fires were distributed rela-
tively evenly throughout the day, 
with spikes between 9:00 pm 
and 4:00 am.
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Mayor Michelle Wu attends 
First Night Parade and Fire-
works. Boston rang in the New 
Year with parades, ice skating, 

fireworks, and performances at 
City Hall as the City celebrated 
50 years of First Night. 

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX

SCENES FROM BOSTON’S FIRST NIGHT PARADE AND FIREWORKS
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♪♫♪♫  This low pr ce wil This low pr ce wil 
help your sales grow!help your sales grow!

reverejournal.com • winthroptranscript.com
everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 

charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com • thebostonsun.com
northendregionalreview.com • jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com
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160px
by

300px
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$200/mo
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MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX

SCENES FROM BOSTON’S FIRST NIGHT PARADE AND FIREWORKS
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MBTA closes out 2025 with major progress on service delivery, accessibility, and infrastructure
Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) reflected on 2025 im-
provements across the system, 
from more frequent service to 
accessibility upgrades, to safe-
ty progress, and new innova-
tive technology, as the agency 
heads into 2026 with continued 
momentum in its charge to de-
liver a quality public transit ex-
perience for the general riding 
public.  

Under the leadership of the 
Healey-Driscoll Administra-
tion and Interim MassDOT 
Secretary and MBTA Gener-
al Manager Phillip Eng, the 
MBTA accelerated   critical 
investments to rebuild aging 
infrastructure,   modernize sys-
tem operations, expand service, 
strengthen the workforce and 
attract talented professionals,  
and serve the communities that 
rely on the MBTA across the 
Commonwealth daily.  

“Congratulations to Phil 
Eng and the entire team at the 
MBTA on another successful 
year,” said Governor Maura 
Healey. “This continues the 
progress and significant turn-
around at the T since we took 
office - improving service and 
reliability across the system, 
eliminating slow zones, and 
opening South Coast Rail. I 
want to thank the Legislature 
for their support in providing 
funding to support this work. 
Most importantly, I want to 

thank riders for continuing to 
choose the T and playing an 
essential role in our efforts to 
improve transportation across 
Massachusetts.” 

“I’m proud of the MBTA 
workforce for their efforts that 
have enabled the MBTA to con-
tinue to deliver improved and 
more reliable service across all 
modes, giving our riders more 
frequent service and time back 
in their day with shorter travel 
times. I want the public to know 
that we will continue to carry 
that same focus, discipline, and 
urgency into the new year,” 
said Interim MassDOT Secre-
tary and MBTA General Man-
ager Phillip Eng. “Under the 
leadership of Governor Healey, 
Lieutenant General Driscoll, 
and their Administration, we 
are following through on our 
commitment to provide a safe 
mass transportation system that 
the public and businesses can 
rely on. With the support of the 
Legislature, partners across all 
levels of government, public 
transit advocates, community 
leaders, and most of all, the rid-
ing public, we are committed 
to continuous improvement, 
delivering meaningful projects 
and service in the most cost 
effective and efficient manner. 
I’m honored to work side by 
side with our dedicated work-
force of over 8,000 employees 
and our industry partners as we 
head into 2026 and beyond.” 

 

Key 2025 Highlights
• Major Commuter Rail Ser-

vice Expansions to Southeast-
ern Massachusetts: Passenger 
service on SCR began March 
24, 2025. The over $1 billion 
project brought passenger ser-
vice to the communities of 
Taunton, Freetown, New Bed-
ford, Middleboro, and Fall Riv-
er for the first time in 65 years 
on the Fall River/New Bedford 
Commuter Rail Line. 

• Resetting High Speeds on 
the Red and Orange lines: Red 
Line Braintree Branch speeds 
were restored to 50 MPH for 
the first time in 20 years in 
March 2025 following the un-
precedented work of the MB-
TA’s Maintenance of Way De-
partment. Orange Line trains 
began traveling at its maximum 
speed of 55 MPH (up from 40 
MPH) between Oak Grove and 
Assembly Station for the first 
time ever in August 2025 fol-
lowing the restoration of track 
in this area. 

• Permanent Later Subway 
and Bus Service: All subway 
lines and eight frequent bus 
routes now offer extended ser-
vice on Fridays and Saturdays 
with five of the MBTA’s most 
frequent bus routes with the 
highest number of later riders 
offering extended service every 
day of the week. Trip end times 
for these lines and routes are 
about one hour later compared 
to past service end times. 

• Enhancing Fare Collection 

with Fare Checks: In Septem-
ber, Fare Engagement Repre-
sentatives began issuing formal 
warnings and citations to riders 
who have not tapped at a fare 
gate or farebox at downtown 
stations and onboard vehicles. 
Fare Engagement Representa-
tives expanded to more stations 
this winter, focusing on those 
with high ridership and transfer 
points.    

• Improving Safety with 
Green Line Train Protection 
System (GLTPS) Installation: 
Last June 2025, the MBTA 
awarded the GLTPS contract 
to Piper Networks following 
their successful completion of 
“demonstration phase testing.” 
Since that time and throughout 
the rest of 2025, crews have 
been hard at work installing 
GLTPS equipment along Green 
Line tracks and onboard vehi-
cles with Phase 1 of the project 
on track to be operational in 
summer 2026. 

• Rebuilding the Workforce: 
Since the beginning of the 
Healey-Driscoll Administra-
tion, the MBTA has scaled its 
workforce and hired over 1,900 
employees – the workforce is 
now over 8,200 strong. Thanks 
to the Administration and the 
Legislature, the MBTA will 
continue to upgrade its work-
force in order to deliver even 
more safe, robust service.   

• Critical Accessibility Mile-
stones: After 19 years of steady 
improvements to the accessibil-
ity of its system, the MBTA has 
fulfilled a substantial amount of 
its obligations under the 2006 
Joanne Daniels-Finegold, et al. 
v. Massachusetts Bay Trans-
portation Authority Settlement 
Agreement. As a result, in De-
cember 2025, court-appointed 
independent monitor Judge 
Patrick King concluded his 
oversight role. 

• Expanding Access to In-
come-Eligible Reduced Fares: 
Since its launch in September 
2024, the income-eligible re-
duced fare program has made 
MBTA travel more affordable 
for over 38,000 riders. About 
70% of riders have enrolled 
via an automated verification 
process that takes under five 
minutes to complete thanks to 
partnerships with the Registry 
of Motor Vehicles and Execu-
tive Office of Health and Hu-
man Services. This streamlined 
approach has enabled quick 

program growth and lays the 
groundwork for similar im-
provements coming to other re-
duced fare programs in the near 
future. 

• Industry Recognition: The 
MBTA welcomed the Amer-
ican Public Transportation 
Association’s (APTA) annual 
TRANSform Conference to 
Boston in September 2025. 
APTA TRANSform is the flag-
ship event for public transpor-
tation professionals to engage 
in workshops, attend technical 
tours, and exchange best prac-
tices. 

For more information, please 
visit mbta.com or connect with 
the T on X @MBTA, Face-
book /TheMBTA, Instagram @
theMBTA, Threads @thembta, 
or TikTok @thembta.

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) opened America’s 
first subway tunnel in 1897, 
pioneering public transporta-
tion in the United States. To-
day, the MBTA is one of the 
largest public transit systems 
in the country, operating an 
extensive network of subway, 
bus, Commuter Rail, ferry, 
and paratransit services across 
176 cities and towns. The 
MBTA is undergoing a trans-
formative period, focusing on 
cultivating a culture of safety 
and excellence, modernizing 
infrastructure, and improving 
reliability and accessibility. 
Current priorities include ac-
celerating critical infrastructure 
repairs, expanding accessibili-
ty, and reducing emissions. The 
MBTA is committed to provid-
ing dependable, frequent, and 
accessible service that riders 
can rely on while supporting 
the region’s economic vitali-
ty. Through initiatives like the 
unprecedented Track Improve-
ment Program, Bus Network 
Redesign, and Rail Vision, the 
MBTA aims to connect com-
munities and improve riders’ 
daily experiences and trips. For 
questions or assistance, rid-
ers are encouraged to contact 
the MBTA Customer Center 
at 617-222-3200. Members 
of the press are encouraged to 
contact  mediarelations@mbta.
com. For the latest updates on 
MBTA services, projects, and 
initiatives, visit MBTA.com or 
follow @MBTA on social me-
dia.

Celebrate Catholic
Schools Week 2026

  January 25 - January 31
#CSW26

Publishing January 21 & 22
3x5 or 2x8 Color $200.00 Per Paper
3x5 or 2x8 Color $700.00 4 Papers
3x5 or 2x8 Color $900.00 8 Papers

The Revere Journal • The Winthrop Sun Transcript • Chelsea Record
Everett Independent • East Boston Times Free Press

Charlestown Patriot Bridge • North End Regional Review

Deadline: Friday, January 16th
Email your rep.  or call 781-485-0588

Maureen DiBella - mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
Sioux Gerow - charlestownads@hotmail.com

Deb DiGregorio - deb@reverejournal.com

National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is the annual celebration of Catholic education in the United States. 
CSW runs from the last Sunday in January through the following Saturday.

The Catholic Schools Week (CSW) 2023 – 2026 theme is “Catholic Schools: United in Faith and Community.” 
Catholic schools have an irreplaceable role in the Church’s evangelizing mission. Building on the central goal 

of Catholic schools to form saints, Catholic schools teach and embrace the whole person, body, mind and spirit. 
The fact that all members of a Catholic school community share the Christian vision of faith that Christ is the 

foundation of Catholic education is what unites the school as a faith-filled community.

While faith is the binding element in Catholic schools, the Church reiterates that parents are the first teachers of 
their children. Holding this tenet, Catholic school communities expand beyond the walls of school buildings to 

envelop the family as an integral part of the school community. Together teachers, administrators, staff, students 
and parents fuel the light of faith by integrating culture with faith and faith with living.
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2 col. x 1 inch
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JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

PAINTINGCONTRACTOR

HANDYMAN

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

ELECTRICIAN

ROOFING

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

2 col. x 2 inches
$240.00
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 eyes on your ad

CHOOSE FROM SIX COMMUNITIES TO ADVERTISE IN!

12 WEEKS  1 PRICE
One 2x2 Ad → NOVEMBER - JANUARY← ONLY $18000*

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor
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with new customers
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Buckenmaier, Eric R    	 Assini, Nicolas C       Zall, Alicyn	 1 Prescott St #304          	$555,000  

Twig, Noel K           	 Trichilo Development LLC	 106 Moore St #6            	 $725,000 

192 Marion St LLC	 Alice A Bavaro T     	 192 Marion St              	 $900,000  

Qs Lending Two T       	 43 Ocean Street LLC    	 21 Porter St          	 $800,000  

Anzalone, Jason	 Yankelev, Ori	 216-R Marginal St #1   	 $565,500  

Blue Jay Assets LLC	 220 Bremen Street LLC	 220 Bremen St          	 $1,825,000  

Benway, Matthew	 230 Everett Street LLC	 230 Everett St #3           	$850,000  

36 Monmouth Street LLC	 Jpschool LLC	 36 Monmouth St        	 $1,740,000  

Scandone, Dayna M	 Nguyen, Quy T	 376 Sumner St           	 $1,210,000

For Advertising 
Rates, 
Call 

781-485-0588
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Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced three new appoint-
ments to the Boston School 
Committee, Lydia Torres, 
Franklin Peralta, and Dr. Ste-
phen Alkins. Torres and Peralta 
will begin their first terms, and 
Dr. Alkins will begin his second 
term, after first being appointed 
by Mayor Wu in January 2022. 
The Boston School Committee 
is the governing body of Boston 
Public Schools (BPS).

“I’m excited to reappoint Dr. 
Stephen Alkins and appoint Ms. 
Lydia Torres and Mr. Franklin 
Peralta to the Boston School 
Committee. These three lead-
ers embody the dedication, ex-
pertise, and passion for serving 
our young people that will help 
guide our work to make Boston 
Public Schools the first choice 
for all our families,” said May-
or Michelle Wu. “Each brings 
a personal connection to our 
schools and the professional ex-
perience to complement Super-
intendent Skipper’s leadership. 
I’m grateful for their service 
and look forward to partnering 
with these members and the en-
tire School Committee in this 
work.”  

“There’s much generational 
work to be done. To truly make 
BPS a high-quality experience 
for every student, we must focus 
on addressing critical opportu-
nity and achievement gaps and 
reimagine the ways we do this 
in partnership with our families 
and community organizations,” 
said Dr. Stephen D. Alkins, 
Jr. “BPS is building upon this 
through districtwide investment 
in foundational literacy and in-
clusive education reform, but 
we must continue to engage in 
deep, critical discourse, trans-
parency with families, data anal-
ysis, and accountability.”

“I have spent my entire life 
in BPS––as a student, teacher, 
parent, and school and district 
leader,” said Lydia Torres. “I’m 
honored to be appointed to the 
Boston School Committee as 
the capstone of my career serv-
ing the district I love and I look 
forward to helping the district 
advance opportunities and out-
comes for students.”

“It is a true honor for me that 
Mayor Wu has chosen me to 
join the Boston School Commit-
tee”, said Franklin Peralta. “As 

I said several times through the 
application process, education 
has opened doors for me to enter 
places where I never dreamed I 
would be. I’m ready to join the 
talented and committed group of 
leaders in the School Committee 
to continue offering these same 
opportunities to all our students 
in the Boston Public Schools.”

“We are excited to welcome 
three school committee mem-
bers who each brings a valuable 
perspective to our collective 
work to advance educational 
equity and excellence across 
Boston Public Schools,” said 
Boston School Committee Chair 
Jeri Robinson. “We remain com-
mitted to advancing our import-
ant work through partnerships 
with families, educators, and 
the broader community to en-
sure every student has access to 
the high-quality education they 
expect and deserve. I look for-
ward to working alongside our 
new and returning members as 
we continue the critical work of 
moving our district forward.”

“I look forward to working 
closely with each new and re-
turning school committee mem-
ber as we continue to strength-
en and advance Boston Public 
Schools for every student we 
serve,” said Superintendent 
Mary Skipper. “Ensuring the 
success of our students is a 
shared effort that takes strong 
governance, collaborative lead-
ership, and strong partnership 
with educators, families, and 
communities. Alongside our 
school communities and City 
partners, we will remain focused 
on improving student outcomes, 
supporting our educators, and 
ensuring every school has the 
resources and supports needed 
for all students to reach and suc-

ceed beyond the classroom.”
First appointed by Mayor Wu 

in January 2022, Stephen D. 
Alkins, Jr., Ph.D. is the Diver-
sity, Equity, and Inclusion (and 
Belonging) Officer (DEIO) and 
Co-chair of the DEI Council at 
TERC. With his leadership, Ste-
phen helps craft and implement 
the vision for DEIB at TERC 
through his collaboration on 
NSF STEM education grant de-
velopment in multiple learning 
environments (informal and for-
mal K-16 spaces). His role and 
responsibilities include recruit-
ment and retention of a diverse 
research and infrastructure staff, 
internal policy review, develop-
ment and analysis of inclusive 
educational opportunities and 
social programming, and estab-
lishment of collaborative part-
nerships to promote equity for 
all STEM learners. A resident 
of Mattapan and BPS parent, 
Dr. Alkins received his B.S. in 
Biology from Morehouse Col-
lege and his Master’s and Ph.D. 
in Cellular Neuroscience from 
Brandeis University.

Lydia Torres, a Roslindale 
resident, has nearly four de-
cades of experience as a Boston 
Public Schools educator. She 
began her career as an English 
as a Second Language teacher 
at the Hennigan School, and has 
served as a literacy specialist, 
literacy coach at the school and 
district level, Director of En-
glish Language Arts for grades 
6-12 district-wide, and Assistant 
Principal and Middle School 
Director at the Eliot K-8 Inno-
vation School. After retiring in 
2018, Lydia has spent her time 
volunteering with the Boston 
Teacher Residency program run 
by Boston Plan for Excellence, 
supporting new teachers in 

adopting data-informed instruc-
tion for multilingual learners. 
She has a Master’s in Education 
from Lesley University and a 
Certificate of Advanced Gradu-
ate Studies in Educational Lead-
ership from Cambridge College. 

Franklin Peralta, a BPS parent 
and Jamaica Plain resident, has 
dedicated his entire professional 
career to public education, par-
ticularly focusing on adult basic 
education, in Boston and in his 
native Dominican Republic. He 
currently serves as Director of 
Business Engagement and Pub-
lic Policy at English for New 
Bostonians (ENB), where he 
oversees workplace and work-
force English for Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL) proj-
ects, including needs assess-
ments for companies applying 
for funds to teach English to em-
ployees, and implementation of 

workplace English training. Pri-
or to joining ENB, Franklin was 
Student Counselor at the Adult 
Learning Program of Jamaica 
Plain Community Centers, and 
a researcher and social educa-
tor at a cultural center in Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic. 
Franklin is actively engaged in 
his daughters’ schools, the Sar-
ah Greenwood K-8 School and 
Boston Latin Academy, and is 
the elected representative for the 
Sarah Greenwood on the City-
wide Parent Council. Franklin 
holds a Master’s degree in Qual-
itative Research in Education 
for Social Change from the Au-
tonomous University of Santo 
Domingo.

The School Committee is re-
sponsible for:

• Defining the vision, mis-
sion, and goals of the Boston 
Public Schools;

• Establishing and monitoring 
the annual operating budget;

• Hiring, managing, and eval-
uating the Superintendent; and

• Setting and reviewing dis-
trict policies and practices to 
support student achievement.  

The School Committee meets 
approximately twice per month 
during the school year to adopt, 
review and modify policies and 
practices that support teaching, 
learning and improved student 
achievement. With the excep-
tion of executive sessions, Com-
mittee meetings are open to the 
public, feature public comment 
periods and are broadcast on 
Boston City TV.

Wu appoints Lydia Torres and Franklin Peralta, and 
reappoints Stephen Alkins to Boston School Committee 

Lydia Torres Franklin Peralta Stephen Alkins
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