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MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX

Mayor Michelle Wu stands with her family as she takes her Oath of Office from Judge Sarah G. Kim, Associ-
ate Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Court during the Inauguration Ceremony at Symphony Hall. See

pages 4-5 for more photos.

City officials take oaths of office as
Mayor Wu promises, ‘Boston will be a beacon’

Staff Report

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
took the oath of office for the
second time on Monday morn-
ing before a capacity crowd
who witnessed the traditional

RUGGIERO
FAMILY

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

pomp and ceremony of a may-
oral inauguration at Boston
Symphony Hall.

Ron Cobb, the official City
Messenger, attired appropriate-
ly in a top hat and tails, opened
the official proceedings with an

introduction of the participants
and elected officials.

City Clerk Alex Geourntas,
who served as the Master of
Ceremonies, then introduced

See OATHS Page 6

Breadon elected
City Council President

Coletta Zapata withdraws her candidacy

Staff Report

In a major political develop-
ment that stunned East Boston
residents, Liz Breadon was
elected the new president of
the Boston City Council at its
first meeting of the year Mon-
day following the inauguration
ceremonies.

Local observers were ex-
pecting District 1 Council-

or Gabriela Coletta Zapata,
who represents East Boston,
Charlestown, and the North
End, to be elected to the top
leadership position on the
13-member board. In the weeks
leading up to the vote, Coletta
Zapata appeared to have gar-
nered the support from her col-
leagues for the presidency. But

See COUNCIL Page 7

HVNA supports Byron St. project

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

At Monday’s Harbor View
Neighborhood Association
(HVNA) meeting, those in at-
tendance voted to support a
project that would bring new
units to 60-62 Byron Street.

The proposal, as explained
by Attorney Richard Lynds,
is to demolish the existing
multi-family building on the
site and build a new three-story,
six-unit building that includes

six parking spaces.

“That (the parking spaces) is
something that is not required
— we have an alternative pro-
posal where we would construct
essentially two three-family
dwellings,” Lynds said. “Our
option is to do one single build-
ing as opposed to two separate
buildings and then have the
parking in the rear.”

Lynds expanded on this, not-

See HVNA Page 6

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud 1o welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,
Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

o Ample Off Street Parking ¢ Complimentary Valet Parking e Nonsectarian
Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends ¢ Se Habla Espanol

617-569-0990 ¢ Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com
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PROUD OF OUR MAYOR

As we were watching this past Monday’s inauguration ceremonies of city
officials, and then listening to the inspiring Inaugural Address of Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu, it really hit home for us the extent to which Mayor Wu and our
City Council embody the moment in which we are living.

Mayor Wu’s speech, though relatively short (about 20 minutes), starkly
laid out in no uncertain terms the extent to which our democracy is under at-
tack. Her clarion call to oppose the forces that threaten to destroy everything
that our nation and our city have accomplished since our founding 250 years
ago was more direct than anything that we hear from our tired and aging
politicians in Washington, most of whom are more concerned about their
own self-preservation than they are about the future of our country.

As the daughter of immigrants from Taiwan, it is obvious that Mayor
Wu has both a firm grasp of the ideals that have made America great and a
clear vision of what it will take to make Boston a model city as we enter the
middle part of the 21st century.

We wish Mayor Wu the best as she embarks on her second term as our
mayor, knowing fully well that her success will be ours.

THANK YOU, STRANGER THINGS

The long-awaited conclusion of the hit Netflix series, Stranger Things,
finally arrived over the holiday week.

It’s hard to believe that it has been more than nine years since the show
became a cultural phenomenon when the first season debuted in the summer
of 2016.

The series is set in the 1980s, rekindling fond memories of that era for
anyone who was around at that time. There were no cell phones or personal
computers and kids gathered in their basements to play Dungeons and Drag-
ons with playing cards, game pieces, and handwritten notebooks.

For those who grew up in that era, the show was a trip down memory
lane. Although we were a bit older in the ‘80s than the show’s main charac-
ters -- who were in middle school when the series began -- what resonated
for us was the photographer for the high school newspaper who developed
his black & white film and printed his own photos in his red-light dark room.

It reminded us of an era of our life, which we largely had forgotten, when
we too, were printing our photos for our newspapers in the dark room in
the basement of our newspaper office. Today of course, all of our photos
are digital and are transmitted via the internet with a few keystrokes on our
cell phones and laptops -- long gone are the spools of 36-photo rolls of film,
chemical solutions, and printing paper, not to mention the hours we spent
in the dark room making sure that our photos were shaded just right for the
next day’s newspaper.

The show also introduced us to one of our favorite new actresses, Millie
Bobby Brown, and resurrected an old favorite, Winona Ryder, who herself
was a teen in the 1980s.

On the surface, Stranger Things can be viewed as a straight-up horror
movie involving a parallel universe (known as the Upside Down) that is
populated by alien demons and oozing black vines, along with the requisite
government conspiracy.

Metaphorically, the Upside Down can be viewed in any number of ways,
from the spread of cancer in the human body to having been prescient of
what has transpired in the world since 2016 -- the upside down nature of our
political life, the onset of the coronavirus, or perhaps the ubiquity of plastics
in everything we eat, drink, and breathe.

But in the last scenes of the series finale, the show reminded us that it was
at its best when it focused on the loss of innocence that we all undergo -- and
endure -- when we transition from childhood to adulthood on the journey
from middle school through high school.

That is a universal theme that is applicable to every generation -- and that
was captured so well by Stranger Things.

MassDOT announces

10th annual Safe Routes

to School Program Yard Sign Design Contest

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transporta-
tion (MassDOT), through
its Safe Routes to School
(SRTS) Program, is pleased
to announce the launch of
the 2026 Yard Sign Design
Contest. The annual contest
raises awareness for trans-
portation-related themes
that help support school
safety for walking and bik-
ing to school and is open to
students in second through
eighth grade who attend par-
ticipating SRTS partner pub-
lic schools. To become an
SRTS partner, school admin-
istrators can connect with
their Outreach Coordinator
or fill out the online form.

“Massachusetts  schools
are ranked # 1 in the nation
and under Governor Healey,
safety for all will always be
our top priority. As Mass-
DOT launches this year’s
Safe Routes to School con-
test, we take great pride in
partnering with  schools,
communities and today’s
youth to promote safety
across all modes of travel to
and from school,” said Inter-
im MassDOT Secretary and
MBTA General Manager
Phil Eng. “By making it fun
for students and adults of all
ages, it reminds us all that
no matter what age we are,
we can all participate, teach
and learn. Watching the
next generation help shape
a safer, healthier transpor-
tation system for everyone
who walks, bikes, rides and
drives or takes transit across
our state demonstrates the
importance of education and
that the future is bright.”

This year’s theme is cen-
tered around “no idling.”
Students are tasked with cre-
ating original designs that
highlight the importance of
turning off vehicle engines
to promote a healthy envi-
ronment for nearby pedes-
trians. For the fourth year in

a row, multilingual designs
are highly encouraged.

All contest materials in-
cluding a blank template
will be available on the Safe
Routes to School website
under the Encouragement
page. You can also view
winning designs from past
contest themes. All designs
must be submitted by Mon-
day, February 23, 2026.

The Massachusetts SRTS
Program, sponsored by
MassDOT and with funds
from the Federal Highway
Administration,  promotes
safer routes for students
to actively get to and from
school by fostering partner-
ships between communi-
ty-led organizations, local
law enforcement, education
leaders, and public health
departments. The Program
currently serves more than

1,290 schools in over 285
communities across the
Commonwealth.  Through
these partnerships, the Mas-
sachusetts SRTS Program
highlights the importance
of pedestrian and bicycle
safety. SRTS also provides
information, materials, and
resources to support schools
and communities with their
local SRTS initiatives.

For more information on
Massachusetts Safe Routes
to School visit:

www.mass.gov/safe-
routes-to-school

www.facebook.com/Saf-
eRoutes. MA

www.twitter.com/SafeR-
outes_ MA

www.instagram.com/
srts_ma

www.linkedin.com/com-
pany/ma-safe-routes-to-
school
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Wu announces community benefits agreement with Kraft Group for Everett Stadium

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced that the City of Bos-
ton and the Kraft Group have
agreed on financial and oper-
ational terms of a community
benefits package totaling near-
ly $48 million over the next 15
years and additional commit-
ments around project design re-
view, local hiring, and regional
transportation coordination. In
addition to annual payments,
the Kraft Group will make
substantial infrastructure im-
provements in Sullivan Square
in Charlestown prior to the sta-
dium’s opening and fund all
public safety and transportation
management costs for stadium
events. This agreement comes
after months of negotiations
throughout 2025, in which
Mayor Wu pursued a project
mitigation package that would
appropriately address the stadi-
um’s impacts on Boston. This
final agreement — $13 million
in direct payments and a new,
permanent per-ticket revenue
source for the City, which is
expected to total $34 million
in the first 15 years — follows

the Kraft Group’s initial offer
of $750,000 in a one time pay-
ment for mitigation funds for
the City. The deal was reached
pursuant to provisions of the
Mass Leads Act, the state’s
2024 economic development
bill, which required the Kraft
Group to secure a community
benefits agreement with Boston
and Everett in order for the sta-
dium project to move forward.

“The City fought for a fair
deal for Boston and our res-
idents, and that is what we
have achieved through this
agreement,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “After months of
negotiations, we have secured
commitments addressing the
needs of Charlestown residents
and feedback from communi-
ty partners. This stadium will
enhance Boston’s position as
the sports and entertainment
capital of New England while
transforming a blighted site on
our doorstep. I'm grateful to
all our neighborhood leaders
and community advocates who
helped us reach this important
step, and the legislative leaders
who ensured Boston would be
at the table. We will continue

to engage with the project as
it advances to the next stage of
review.”

“The language we passed
into law made clear that the
communities most affected
by this project should have a
voice in how this development
moves forward,” said Senator
Sal DiDomenico. “I want to
thank the cities of Everett and
Boston, and the Kraft Group
for coming together on agree-
ments that address the needs of
the communities and will have
a positive and lasting impact in
both Everett and Charlestown.
I am happy to see the Revolu-
tion soccer stadium reach this
critical step in making this
transformational project a re-
ality. The millions of dollars of
investments in our communi-
ties continue to show that this
stadium will result in economic
and environmental wins for our
residents.”

To support the Charlestown
neighborhood, which will be
most impacted by the stadium,
the Kraft Group will make an
initial payment of $3 million
over six years which will be
directed to the Charlestown

East BostoNn CHAMBER NEWS

EAST BOSTON
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE AND
KAORI CAFE COFFEE
CONNECT 4

Please join the Chamber and
Kaori Cafe for coffee and net-
working featuring coffee from
the newly opened Kaori Cafe.

Friday January 23

8:30 to 10:30 am

303 Meridian Street, East
Boston

eastbostonchamberofcom-
merce@gmail.com.

EASTIE FARM
COMMUNITY
SUPPORTED
AGRICULTURE
PROGRAM (CSA)

Eastie Farm announced that
subscriptions are now open for
their CSA 2026, and it’s time
to purchase your share! They
are offering early bird specials
on market shares, so be sure to
grab yours before they sell out.
Want more information? Visit

their webpage to learn about
their CSA program which takes
place from May 27,2026 to No-
vember 11, 2026. Also, please
consider making a donation to
Eastie Farm at this time to help
with programming there. east-
iefarm.com/csa.

EAST BOSTON
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
COMMEMORATES
MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. DAY

Please join the Chamber in
commemorating Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day on Monday, Jan-
uary 19. The Chamber will pay
tribute with an American flag
display at the site outside the
Chamber office at 464 Bremen
Street in East Boston.

PLEASE NOTE

* Consider at this time of the
year to keep our local restau-
rants in mind as business slows
down dramatically during the
first part of the new year di-

rectly following the holidays.
If you need a gift idea, please
consider purchasing a gift cer-
tificate from a choice restaurant
here in East Boston. This can
help a small business immense-
ly.

* At this time the East Bos-
ton Community Soup Kitchen
is asking for donations to help
continue the important work
and resources they provide in
our community.

* The Boston Water and Sew-
er Commission continues to
provide information regarding
plans of the East Boston Sew-
er Separation Project going on
now in our community until the
Winter. There is an after work
hours number 617-989-7000.
Check out the impacts to our
streets at bwsc.org/projects/
east-boston

* The Chamber is committed
to providing opportunities for
networking to its membership.
If you are interested in a collab-
orating event or idea with the
Chamber, please do not hesitate
to reach out at 617-569-5000.

eastbostonchamberofcom-
merce@gmail.

Community Impact Fund. The
Fund was created in 2016 to
distribute annual community
mitigation funds from the En-
core casino and annually sup-
ports a range of Charlestown
organizations. The City also
announced that of future annual
ticket revenues, anticipated to
be $2 million per year, at least
half will be directed to Charles-
town-specific municipal proj-
ects.

The City and the Kraft Group
also agreed to a set of terms
to ensure the stadium will be
a good neighbor to Boston.
These include a commitment
to establish an annual Traffic
and Parking Management Plan
to be approved by the City of
Boston; a construction man-
agement plan executed with
the City of Boston to reduce
impacts on Charlestown during
stadium construction; annual
monitoring of traffic impacts;
the creation of a ferry service
dock at the stadium for water
transportation; the construction
of the stadium at 2070 flood
resilience standards; prioritiza-
tion of stadium design features
in compliance with zero net
carbon operational goals; noise
and light pollution mitigation

requirements; prioritized hiring
for Boston residents for stadi-
um jobs; a commitment to so-
licit 25% of both construction
and ongoing contracts from
local minority, woman owned,
and/or veteran owned com-
panies; and an agreement for
the Kraft Group to participate
in regional working groups to
address regional transportation
concerns.

“I want to thank Mayor Wu
and her team for their tireless
efforts in getting the best pos-
sible deal for Charlestown on
this transformative project,”
said State Representative Dan
Ryan. “There is still a long way
to go in this process but the
community agreement between
the City of Boston and the New
England Revolution is a good
first step in ensuring that the
infrastructure needs of this part
of the region are addressed and
that Charlestown benefits from
this transformation.”

“Charlestown has been clear
that a project of this scale must
come with real mitigation,” said
City Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta Zapata. “After months of
negotiations, the City secured

See STADIUM Page 7

PINELLI'S

FUNCTION FACILITY

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceariera, Reunion,
Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes
Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service
and professionalism to ensure the success of
your special occasion.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
PLEASE CALL 617-567-4499

SPINELLIS.COM
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MAYOR MICHELLE WU TAKES THE OATH OF OFFICE

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

Inauguration of the Honorable Mayor Michelle Wu took place

at Symphony Hall, as well as the Administration of the Oath of
Office for the Boston City Council on January 5, 2026

Judge Sarah G. Kim, Associate Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme
Court, and Mayor Michelle Wu.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Times encourages residents to submit
engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news
releases, business and education briefs, sports stories
and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded

to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. We
also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and
photos to deb@reverejournal.com

Mayor Michelle Wu, with her husband, Conor Pewarski, and children, Representative Dan Ryan and his daughter,
Blaise, Cass, and Mira. Audrey Ryan.
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MAYOR MICHELLE WU TAKES THE OATH OF OFFICE

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

.-_ ‘ . Mayor Michelle Wu presenting her inaugural address.
Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata embracing Councilor Henry Santa-
na after being sworn in.

your NeighborHealth.
We'’re here for you.

neighborhealth.com

Judge Sarah G. Kim offering congratulatory wishes to Mayor Michelle @ @ Neig hborHea l.th {:"

Wu as she begins her second term in office.
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Oaths // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the Color Guards from the Bos-
ton Police, Boston Fire, and
Boston EMS, as well as six
student-athletes from the Bos-
ton public schools who led the
audience in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. The National Anthem
was sung by Baird Lashley, an
Emergency Medical Techni-
cian with Boston EMS.
Several religious members
offered Interfaith  Prayers.
Among those offering the In-
terfaith Prayers were Father
John Unni of St. Cecilia Parish;
Bishop William E. Dickerson
II, of Greater Love Tabernacle;
Pastor Mima Concepcion de
Rodriguez of Nueva Vida Unit-
ed Methodist Church; Imam
Abdulqadir Farah, Islamic So-
ciety of Boston Cultural Cen-

ter; and Rabbi Elaine Zecher,
Temple Israel.

Emmanuel Oppong-Yeboah,
the city’s Poet Laureate, who
is the school librarian at the Jo-
seph Lee School in Dorchester,
read his original poem, titled
Boston Sonnet, that he said was
inspired by the origin of the
name of the City of Boston in
Boston, Lincolnshire, England.

After the showing of a video
that highlighted Mayor Wu’s
first term, City Clerk Geourntas
presented the official Certifica-
tion of Election of Mayor Wu.
Judge Sarah G. Kim, Associate
Justice of the Massachusetts
Superior Court, then adminis-
tered the Oath of Office to the
mayor, who was accompanied
by her husband and three chil-
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dren.

Geourntas next announced
the Certification of Election for
the members of the Boston City
Council: Councilors-at-Large
Ruthzee Louijeune, Julia Me-
jia. Erin Murphy, and Henry
Santana and Ward Councilors
Gabriela Coletta Zapata, Ed-
ward Flynn, John FitzGerald,
Brian Worrell, Enrique Pepén,
Benjamin Weber, Rev. Miniard
Culpeper, Sharon Durkan, and
Liz Brendon.

Mayor Wu then swore-in the
councillors.

The program concluded with
Wu presenting her inaugural
address. She noted that Boston
Symphony Hall, which was de-
signed by renowned architects
and a Harvard professor, is the
most acoustically-perfect hall
of its kind in America that re-
flects a “uniquely Boston blend
of science and the arts.”

Wu thanked the elected state
and federal officials on hand
for their partnership and the
city’s workers “for making
everything we do possible,” a
remark that drew extended ap-
plause from the audience.

She noted that 250 years ago,
Henry Knox embarked on his
epic winter journey that trans-
ported the heavy cannons from
the captured Ft. Ticonderoga in
upstate New York to Dorches-
ter Heights, an against-all-odds
feat that ultimately enabled
George Washington to force
the British fleet and occupying

army to withdraw from the city
on March 17, 1776, for the re-
mainder of the Revolutionary
War.

Wu highlighted some of the
major accomplishments of her
first term, including the reduc-
tion of gun violence in the city
to an all-time low, the construc-
tion of 4,200 affordable new
homes with 2,000 more in the
pipeline, and the expansion of
pre-K education for 5,000 fam-
ilies.

“We’ve seen how much is
possible because of how far
we’ve pushed forward together.
But we need to keep pushing,”
Wu said, “because in some
ways right now, the world feels
helplessly stuck. We know
what problems need fixing, but
we’ve lost faith that we can fix
them.

“Today the forces we face
are not British troops on the
Common or ships in our har-
bor, but they demand no less in-
genuity. Isolation, polarization,
and misinformation are fraying
our connection to trust, truth,
and each other. And against this
backdrop, the federal govern-
ment is taking aim at the ways
in which we take care of each
other,” Wu continued, citing
the federal cutbacks in emer-
gency management, research,
and housing, as well as what
she termed, “the abduction of
our neighbors off our sidewalks
and outside our schools...and
the illegal deployment of our

troops against our own fami-
lies and neighbors in peaceful
American cities. This federal
administration has plundered
our economy, ravaged our
reputation, torched our institu-
tions, and destroyed the lives of
our people.

“Boston will be a beacon,”
Wau said to a standing ovation,
“and we will not wait for per-
mission to build the world our
families deserve.”

Wu also promised that her
second term will focus on
making the city safer and im-
proving the city’s parks, play-
grounds, streets, services, and
schools, as well as streamlining
the city’s permitting processes.

“We will work to address
the housing needs of our fam-
ilies and seniors, focusing on
solutions they want and can af-
ford,” Wu said. “Over the next
four years, we will continue in-
venting new ways to use public
planning, public finance, and
public land to create the homes
our residents need, because we
know that housing is a public
good. We will not be defeated
by the affordability crisis of the
present.

“If we can invent America,
then we can be the city that
forges the path forward in this
moment. If we are willing to
try, with a little help from each
other, we can build the future
that our families deserve,” Wu
concluded.

HVNA / / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing that the alternative, which
could be done by right, would
not require any off-street park-
ing under the city’s zoning reg-
ulations.

“By us opting to do one sin-
gle six-unit dwelling, you still
get the six units of housing, but
you’re also getting the six park-
ing spaces to go along with it,”
he said.

Moreover, the proposal,
which was initially presented
to the HVNA this summer, re-
quires a variance for the total
lot width. Since the site is in
the East Boston Residential
(EBR)-3 zoning subdistrict, the
lot width must be at least 55 feet
for six units on the lot.

This proposal was present-
ed at an abutters meeting last
month. HVNA Board Member
Skip Marcella, who attended the

meeting, said that it appeared
the abutters in attendance were
supportive of the project.

Following the brief presen-
tation, the floor was opened to
questions and comments from
attendees.

One attendee asked whether
each unit had a parking spot,
and Lynds said, “Each unit is
assigned one parking spot.”

The conversation about park-
ing continued, and Lynds ex-
plained that, for example, if the
units were condominiums, the
unit price factors in the parking
spot.

“They don’t have an option
to say (they) don’t want a park-
ing spot, so therefore (they) pay
less,” Lynds said.

Though Lynds said that in
this example, if someone pur-
chased the condo and did not

have a car, they could rent out
their spot to someone else in the
building.

If these units were rentals,
Lynds indicated that the situa-
tion would be similar, but ten-
ants would be less likely to be
able to rent out their spot to oth-
er members of the building.

As the conversation contin-
ued, parking, the building’s to-
tal square footage, the abutters
meeting, and more were cov-
ered before the project went to
a vote.

Ultimately, those in atten-
dance voted to support the proj-
ect by a 10-7 margin.

For more information about
the HVNA and to view a record-
ing of this meeting, visit https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
harborviewna/. The next HVNA
meeting is scheduled for Feb. 2.
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Council // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Coletta Zapata withdrew her
name from the election Sun-
day, one day before the vote.
“Upon further reflection, I
decided not to seek the nom-
ination for city council pres-

ident. I'm thankful for those
who supported me and I look
forward to serving my next
term focused on my constit-
uents, protecting Bostonians
from divisive federal attacks,

and in the health and well-be-
ing of my growing family,”
said Coletta Zapata.

“I respect the outcome and
I remain focused on the work
ahead in partnership with

Councilor Breadon as our
new president,” added Coletta
Zapata.

Breadon, the District 9
councilor who represents the
Allston and Brighton neigh-

borhoods, defeated District 4
Councilor Brian Worrell, 7-6,
in the vote for the council pres-
idency.

Stadium // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

nearly $50 million in payments
over 15 years, up from an ini-
tial $750,000 proposal, along
with funding for public safety,
traffic management, and major
infrastructure improvements in
Sullivan Square and surround-
ing corridors. These invest-
ments will deliver necessary
improvements for Charlestown
residents before the stadium
opens and make clear that ma-
jor developments in Boston
must deliver meaningful bene-
fits to the neighborhoods they
impact. Thank you to Mayor
Wu, our state delegation, and
residents who advocated for
what our one-square-mile de-
serves.”

“The strength of our cities
are the people we serve and
how they continue to work and
live while our communities
expand with economic devel-
opment,” said Revere Mayor
Patrick Keefe. “We are grate-
ful to Mayor Wu and her team
for recognizing the regional
mayor’s coalition and leading
this effort to make sure all can
benefit from increased access
to public transportation and
regional multi-modal transit
improvements - it’s a good deal
for business and much needed
investment for our residents.”

The agreement incorporates
financial guarantees, trans-
portation and public safety
requirements, design and cli-
mate resilience standards, and
community benefits before and
during construction as well as
while the stadium is operation-
al:

Financial Details:

e Upfront Community Pay-
ments: Upon completion of the
MEPA permitting process, the
Kraft Group will make an im-
mediate $1.5 million commu-
nity impact payment, followed
by $300,000 annually for five
years (totaling $3 million in
upfront impact funds).

e Infrastructure Improve-
ments: The Kraft Group will

perform at least $5 million in
safety and access improve-
ments to roadways, sidewalks,
bike paths, intersections and
transit facilities in Sullivan
Square, Main Street, and along
Route 99 before opening day.

* $5 million Transportation
Fund: The Kraft Group will
pay $333,000 annually for 15
years to the City of Boston
for ongoing transportation in-
frastructure improvements in
Charlestown.

e Ticket Surcharges: To ad-
dress ongoing community im-
pacts, $1.00 per soccer ticket
(increasing with CPI) and 1.5%
of every concert ticket sold will
be paid to the City in perpetu-
ity, which the parties estimate
will generate $2 million in the
first year of operation, and ap-
proximately $34 million over
the first 15 years.

Transportation and
Public Safety

e Traffic Management: An
annual Traffic and Parking
Management Plan (TPMP)
must be approved by the City,
with a primary goal of pre-
venting stadium-related traffic
from cutting through Sullivan
Square.

e Operational Costs: The
Kraft Group will reimburse the
City for all event-day costs, in-
cluding the deployment of ap-
proximately 38 Boston Police
Officers per event.

* Ongoing Transit: The Kraft
Group will install a water fer-
ry dock, fund annual traffic
data monitoring, and sponsor
a Bluebikes valet service on
event days.

Design and
Climate Resilience
* Neighborhood Mitigation:
Designs will include shield-
ing to prevent field lights from
shining into Charlestown and
acoustic engineering to ensure
noise levels remain below the
70-decibel limit set by the Bos-

ton Noise Ordinance. The Sta-
dium will also monitor noise
levels during events, operate
a hotline for complaints, and
perform ongoing mitigation
to comply with the noise ordi-
nance limit.

e Coastal Flooding: The sta-
dium will be built to 2070 flood
resilience standards, effectively
closing the current flood path
between Route 99 and the site.

e Sustainability: The proj-
ect includes a comprehensive
stormwater plan, waste reduc-
tion strategies, and a commit-
ment to analyze feasibility for
net-zero carbon operations.

Operations and
Community Benefits

e Event Levels: The stadi-
um anticipates holding 17-20
soccer matches and up to 20
concerts per year. Any increase
would be discussed with the
City.

* Local Sourcing Goals: 25%
of construction and ongoing op-
erational contracts targeted for
local MWBE/Veteran-owned
businesses.

e Local Hiring Goals: 25%
of permanent stadium jobs tar-
geted for Boston residents via
preferential hiring.

e Supplier and Workforce
Advisory Group: the Kraft
Group and the City of Boston
will convene an advisory group
to assist with achieving the tar-
gets established above.

e Community Access: The
City of Boston may use the
stadium for community events
four times per year. The Revo-
lution will also host at least six
free youth soccer clinics annu-
ally in Boston.

Other Commitments

e Construction Management
Plan: The Kraft Group will exe-
cute a comprehensive construc-
tion management plan with the
City of Boston to reduce local
impacts during stadium con-
struction.

e Stadium Plan Review: The
Kraft Group will submit stadi-
um plans for the review to the
staff of the Boston Planning
Department to ensure compli-
ance with this agreement

* Regional Coordination:
The Kraft Group and Boston
commit to participating in re-
gional working groups to ad-
dress regional transportation
impacts and promote invest-
ment in multi-modal public
transit improvements

Underscoring the impor-
tance of Charlestown residents’
feedback, the City of Bos-
ton engaged with community
members to understand their
concerns. From December
2024 through February 2025
the City received input from
Charlestown neighborhood
leaders and stakeholders rep-
resenting climate and trans-
portation advocacy groups in
preparation for negotiations.
Additionally, on March 11,
2025, Mayor Wu, along with
City officials from the Boston
Transportation Department, the
Planning Department, and Of-
fice of Neighborhood Services,
attended a community meeting
on the proposed stadium hosted
by the Charlestown Neighbor-
hood Council to hear directly
what the group hoped to see the
City negotiate for on behalf of
the neighborhood.

Since August, the City and
New England Revolution ne-
gotiating teams have had the
support of former MassPort
CEO Tom Glynn and Rebecca
Kaiser, who served as the des-
ignated mediators.

A spokesperson for theK-
raft Group said, “The Kraft
Group has reached agreements
with the cities of Everett and
Boston, marking an import-
ant milestone in our effort to
transform a long-neglected in-
dustrial site along the Mystic
River into a vibrant, publicly
accessible waterfront desti-
nation and the future home of

the New England Revolution.
These agreements reflect years
of collaboration with city lead-
ers and community stakehold-
ers to ensure the project deliv-
ers meaningful, lasting benefits
for residents while addressing
transportation, environmental,
and municipal impacts. We are
especially grateful for Mayor
Carlo DeMaria’s leadership
and vision. At its core, this is
an investment in Everett and
its future. In addition, it pro-
vides improved access and an
enhanced neighborhood expe-
rience by removing a physical
and visual barrier for the resi-
dents of Charlestown and we
appreciate Mayor Michelle Wu
and her team’s partnership.

Under the agreements, we
will undertake significant en-
vironmental remediation and
demolition of the long-vacant
powerplant, invest in extensive
traffic and transportation im-
provements, and deliver sub-
stantial community benefits,
including millions of dollars to-
wards infrastructure improve-
ments. The project will open
the waterfront with the creation
of a new public park, strength-
en pedestrian and bicycle con-
nectivity, and enhance access
to public transit. We will also
support Everett Public Schools,
expand local employment op-
portunities, and make the stadi-
um and waterfront park avail-
able for community and school
events. Our shared commit-
ment to Everett and Boston res-
idents includes prioritizing lo-
cal hiring, youth soccer clinics,
and community programming.
This project is intended to be a
true neighborhood asset.”

“I want to thank the dedicat-
ed negotiating teams from the
City, the New England Revo-
lution, and our mediators, Tom
Glynn and Rebecca Kaiser,
who all worked through the
holidays to achieve a fair deal
for the people of Boston,” said
Mayor Wu.
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EAST BOSTON BOYS BASKETBALL FALL TO STONEHAM IN PATRIOT HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT

East Boston High School
Jets Basketball Team falls to
the Spartans of Stoneham High
School 96-60 in the Annual Pa-
triot Holiday Tournament host-

T gty ed by Revere High School.
VEAST ¢\, 90 §
1§ ¢ ustl
| BOSTON © ~=—==="

Vladmilson Pinto grabs a Spartan
rebound for the Jets.

Angel Rivera brings the ball into
play for the Jets.

Kai LauQuan lines up a shot.

ment.

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

* PICK-UP & DELIVERY

SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS
with a lifetime Guarantee

Licensed * Bonded °* Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Bob Bolognese ' Reg #3053

Owner

Stephen Lucas looks for an outlet

1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE - 781-289-1300 pass.
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Angel Valdez stares down a defender.

WINTHROP MARKETPLACE

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS FRIDAY, JAN. 8TH THROUGH WEDPNESDAY JAN. 14TH 2026

%ﬂt
CUT FRESH DAILY

Don't Miss these Super Specialsi

Bottom Round Roast ........cccoevevereeveeerennnns $6.99/1b
Grade A Bone-In Chicken Thighs.. .$1.79/1b

g ma)g
Gheat grocsy Specials

Dole Fruit Bowls
Best Yet Apple Juice 64 oz...

2/46.00
2/45.00

Best Yet Mayonnaise 30 oz

Best Yet Macaroni & Cheese

Best Yet Peanut Butter

Best Yet Canned Vegetables

Campbell's Chunky Soup

Xtra Laundry Detergent

Best Yet Waffles

Best Yet Frozen Potatoes

2/4700
2/41.00
3/45.00
4/43.00
2/45.00
2/4700
2/44.00
2/46.00

Boneless Pork Chops.............ccccccuecunecnnce. $2.99/1b
Boneless Pork Spare Ribs.............ccccccucuuee $3.29/Ib
Boneless Pork Roast .$2.99/1b
Fresh Whole Chickens.............cccccoeeveuevnenn. $1.89/Ib
Smithfield Bacon $6.99
Bob Evans Side Dishes 2/410.00
Mama Lucia Italian Frozen Meatballs 10 oz $3.99

2/4700
2/44.00
2/4700
2/48.00

Pepperidge Farm Texas Toast
Best Yet Cheese Bars
Simply Orange Juice 46 oz
Califa Milk 48 oz

(/DMr//mL

Imported Sweet & Seedless Clementine's.....$4.99
3 Ib bag

All Purpose Yellow Onions 2 Ib bag ¢

Fresh Italian Plum Roma Tomatoes .. ..$1.69/Ib

Fresh Cello Wrapped Cauliflower-....................... $3.99

89¢/Ib

"Pick your own" Russet Potatoes

@ﬂb}g

Stephen Lucas steps into the lane to block a Spartan play.

Do You Want To
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers
have clients
waiting to buy!

List your property with one of the fine
1+,

4/459.00

4" Table Talk Pies Assorted Varieties
Juniors Lil' Fella Cheese Cake............................. $2.99
Chabaso Mini Sourdough Soup Boule................ $1.99

.

WINTHEDP MARKETPLIZy

Deli

Krakus Imported Polish Ham......................... £8.99/1b
Margherita Genoa Salami..........c.c.c.oeveeunc.. $9.99/Ib
Margherita Hot Cappicola.............................. $7.99/1b
Carando Boneless Prosciutto..................... $11.99/Ib
Corner Shop Provolone Cheese..................... $4.99/1b

Friday, Jan. 9th through Sunday, Jan. 11th
"while supplies last”
BAKERY
Fresh Baked Hermits 4pkK .........cccccoovccuniueunanee $3.99
7" Cannoli Cake........ccocuucuiciiicicieeicieciricncans £9.99

DELI
Corner Shop White American Cheese........54.29/1b

PRODUCE
Fresh Sweet & Crunchy
Seedless Green or Red Grapes................... £2.99/1b

MEAT
Grade A Chicken Tenders...............c.c......... $2.99/1b

GROCERY
Best Yet Solid White Canned Tuna 10/410.00
Best Yet lce Cream............ccceueeueeueeeeneeneenannen, $2.99

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE:

WINTHROPMARKETPLACE.COM

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP e (617) 846-6880
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm; Sun: 8am-7pm

Not responsible for typographical errors. We have the right to limit quantities.

r s who advertise regularly in the...

Eant Banton -

Ttmes-Free Jress MARKETPLACE
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Atlantic Works Gallery presents ‘Art for the New Year’

Special to the Times-Free Press

Atlantic Works Gallery is ex-
cited to welcome 2026 with Art
for the New Year: Small Works
Off the Wall, a vibrant and
accessible exhibition featur-
ing small works by members,
alumni, and invited friends of
the gallery. This non-juried
show brings together a colorful
range of styles, mediums, and
creative voices from across our
community, January 10-31.

To celebrate the new year,
all artworks are priced at $300
or less, making this an ideal
opportunity for both seasoned
collectors and first-time buyers.
Presented salon-style, the exhi-
bition offers a lively, dynamic
experience filled with paint-
ing, photography, drawing, and
more.

This year’s Third Thursday
Reception on January 15 (6-9
PM) includes an exciting new

Kick off the New Year with the

The Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department and Bos-
ton Public Health Commis-
sion (BPHC) are pleased to
announce the 2026 Boston
Parks Winter Fitness Series,

twist:

Guests who purchase art-
work during the reception will
take it home that night—right
off the wall.

It’s a joyful way to collect
original art and start the new
year with something hand-
made, meaningful, and truly
unique.

“Starting the year with small
works brings joy, color, and
accessibility into the gallery,”
says Kristen Freitas of Atlan-
tic Works Gallery. “This exhi-
bition celebrates our creative
community and welcomes
members, alumni, and friends
into a shared, welcoming
space.”

All other purchased works
will remain on view through
January 31.

The public is warmly invited
to visit throughout the month
and join us for an evening of
art, conversation, and commu-

sponsored by Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Massachusetts. The
series will offer free weekly
classes in City of Boston parks
now through April 4.

This season, Bostonians can

THE REVERE JOURNAL | THE EVERETT INDEPENDENT
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from your Hometown Newspapers

1%t due Jan. 31, 2026

Call your Ad Rep at [781) 485-0588
Or Reach them on Email! Tap on Your rep below to start sending an email!
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THE WINTHROP TRANSCRIPT | THE EAST BOSTON
TIMES | THE CHELSEA RECORD | THE BOSTON SUN
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nity on January 15. Light re-
freshments will be served.

Atlantic Works Gallery, 80
Border Street, Boston, MA
02128, is an artist-run collab-
orative space for art and ideas
located in East Boston. The
gallery is open to the public ev-
ery Friday and Saturday, 2:00 —
6:00 p.m. For private viewing,
contact contact@atlanticworks.
org. For more information, visit
https://atlanticworks.org/ . The
Atlantic Works Gallery is a
collaborative space for art and
ideas.

Arte para el Afio Nuevo:
Obras Pequeiias de la Pared

10-31 de enero de 2026

Recepcion del Tercer Jueves:
15 de enero | 6-9 PM

East Boston, MA — Atlantic
Works Gallery da la bienvenida
al 2026 con Arte para el Ano
Nuevo: Obras Pequefias Fuera
de la Pared, una exhibicién vi-

brante y accesible que presenta
obras pequefias de miembros,
exalumnos y amigos invitados
de la galeria. Esta muestra no
jurada retine una amplia varie-
dad de estilos, medios y voces
creativas de toda nuestra comu-
nidad.

Para celebrar el Afio Nuevo,
todas las obras cuestan $300 o
menos, lo que la convierte en
una oportunidad perfecta tan-
to para coleccionistas experi-
mentados como para quienes
compran arte por primera vez.
Presentada al estilo saldn, la
exhibicién ofrece una experi-
encia dindmica y colorida con
pintura, escultura, fotografia,
dibujo y més.

La Recepcion del Tercer
Jueves, el 15 de enero (6-9
PM) trae una novedad emocio-
nante:

Los visitantes que compren
una obra durante la recepcion
podrdn llevarsela esa misma

noche—directamente de la
pared.

Es una manera alegre e in-
olvidable de coleccionar arte
original y comenzar el afio con
algo hecho a mano, significati-
vo y verdaderamente Unico.

“Comenzar el afio con obras
pequeiias trae alegria, color
y accesibilidad a la galerfa,”
dice Kristen Freitas de At-
lantic Works Gallery. “Esta
exhibicion celebra nuestra
comunidad creativa y recibe
a miembros, exalumnos 'y
amigos en un espacio compar-
tido y acogedor.”

Las demds obras compradas
permanecerdn en exhibicién
hasta el 31 de enero.

El publico esta cordialmente
invitado a visitar durante todo
el mes y unirse a nosotros el
15 de enero para una noche de
arte, conversacién y comuni-
dad. Habra refrescos ligeros.

City of Boston’s free Winter Fitness Series

enjoy a variety of healthy activ-
ities both indoors and outdoors,
including Walking  Group,
line dancing, Bota Foga, Kids
Dance Fitness, Strength and
Balance, Tai Chi, Yoga, and
more. Classes are designed for
all skill levels and ages, with
options that are family-friend-
ly, age-friendly, and welcom-
ing to those who may be new
to fitness.

“Throughout the winter
months, our parks remain ac-
tive and welcoming places for
Bostonians to move, connect,
and care for their well-being,”
said Cathy Baker-Eclipse, In-
terim Commissioner of the
Boston Parks and Recreation
Department. “We’re grateful
for our partnership with the
Boston Public Health Com-
mission and Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Massachusetts, which
help bring free, accessible fit-
ness programming and com-
munity connection directly into
our neighborhoods this winter.”

“The Winter Fitness Series
is a wonderful opportunity for
everyone in Boston to get mov-
ing and participate in free and
accessible activities that can
improve health and well-be-
ing,” said Bisola Ojikutu MD,
MPH, FIDSA, Commissioner
of Public Health for the City of
Boston. “Resources like these
free classes help reduce the risk
of chronic disease, which is one
of the goals of Live Long and

Well, our citywide population
health equity agenda. By en-
couraging everyone to engage
in physical activity, we are
ensuring that Boston is a city
where all residents can thrive.”

Through this citywide initia-
tive, the Parks Department and
BPHC aim to reduce barriers to
active living and provide more
opportunities for Boston resi-
dents to stay healthy and active
throughout the winter months.
Continuing on the success of
the 2025 Parks Fitness Series,
the winter series offers the op-
portunity for residents to stay
active during shorter daylight
hours while enjoying safe, ac-
cessible outdoor options. All
classes are free and open to the
public.

“We are delighted to contin-
ue our long-standing partner-
ship with the City of Boston to
offer Winter Fitness, bringing
free and accessible fitness op-
portunities to Boston neigh-
borhoods,” said Jeff Bellows,
vice president of corporate
citizenship and public affairs
at Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Massachusetts. “The Boston
Park Fitness series offers year-
round in-person classes that
support the physical and mental
well-being of residents.”

For up to date information,
including weather-related can-
cellations for outdoor fitness
classes, visit boston.gov/fit-
ness.

The Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department (BPRD)
stewards over 2,200 acres of
public open space across 288
properties, including the Bos-
ton Common, the Public Gar-
den, and the Olmsted-designed
Emerald Necklace park sys-
tem. Our parks feature walk-
ing trails, playgrounds, courts,
natural areas, and historic sites,
as well as 29 urban wilds, four
high school athletic fields,
two public golf courses, and
more than 40,000 street trees.
BPRD offers free cultural and
recreational programming for
people of all ages, helping to
create welcoming, active, and
connected communities. Learn
more at boston.gov/parks and
sign up for updates at bit.ly/
Get-Parks-Emails. Follow our
social channels @bostonparks-
dept on X, Facebook, Insta-
gram, and @parks.boston.gov
on Bluesky.

Boston Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC) is the coun-
try’s oldest health department.
We envision a thriving Boston
where all residents live healthy
and fulfilling lives. To accom-
plish this, BPHC works in part-
nership with communities to
protect and promote the health
and well-being of all Boston
residents, especially those im-
pacted by racism and systemic
inequities. Learn more about
our work at boston.gov/bphc.
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East Boston YMCA NEews

Winter is right around the
corner, and we’re ready to turn
up the fun at the pool!

Our Winter Swim Session
officially started January 6, and
we have exciting options for
everyone in the family.

What’s happening this win-
ter?

e Swim Lessons

From parent/child and be-
ginner swimmers to more ad-
vanced levels, our classes are
designed to build confidence,
safety, and strong swim skills —
one splash at a time!

¢ For Winter A and Winter B,
we are offering twice-a-week
swim lessons for faster prog-
ress and skill development.

e Private Swim Lessons

Looking for one-on-one in-
struction? Private lessons are

perfect for personalized goals,
flexible scheduling, and faster

progress.
e Lap Swim
Whether you’re training,

exercising, or just enjoying
a steady swim, lap lanes are
available for members looking
to stay active this winter.

* Open Swim

Family-friendly open swim
times are available for every-
one to enjoy the pool together
in a safe and supervised setting.

¢ Pool Parties

Celebrate birthdays or spe-
cial occasions with a splash!
Our pool parties are a fun and
unique way to make memories
all year long.

e Ladies Night — Fridays at
6:45 PM

Grab your friends and enjoy

a fun, relaxing evening at the
pool made just for you. A great
way to unwind, move, and con-
nect!

Spots fill quickly, so we en-
courage you to register early. If
you have any questions, need
help choosing the right option,
or would like more details, feel
free to reach out—I’m happy to
help!

* How to Register

You can register online, in
person at 215 Bremen street, by
calling  617-569-9622, or
by emailing me directly. If you
need help choosing the right
class or have any questions,
I’m happy to assist you through
the registration process.

https://community.ymcabos-
ton.org/s/registration

Massachusetts fire deaths drop by 12% in 2025

Massachusetts fire deaths in
2025 declined from a seven-year
high in 2024, with more than
90% taking place in the victims’
homes, State Fire Marshal Jon
M. Davine said.

Excluding fatal motor vehicle
collisions with an ensuing fire,
Massachusetts recorded 44 fire
deaths in 30 fires during 2025.
That number is a decline from
the 50 civilian fire deaths record-
ed in 2024 and on par with the
five-year average of 44 per year
from 2020-2024. One child — a
4-year-old North Adams girl —
was lost to fire, down from three
in 2024. Two dozen people aged
65 or older lost their lives in fires
during 2025, making them near-
ly 55% of fatal fire victims but
only about 17% of the popula-
tion.

Single-family homes account-
ed for 14 deaths, followed by
the devastating fire at Gabriel
House Assisted Living in Fall
River, which claimed 10 lives
and represented the greatest loss
of life to a single Massachusetts
fire incident in decades. Nine
people died in apartment or mul-
tifamily home fires, four people

died in mobile home fires, and
three people died in two-family
homes.

The unsafe use or disposal
of smoking materials was the
known cause or a possible fac-
tor in 21 fire deaths in 2025,
making it by far the most com-
mon factor and continuing a
decades-long trend. Smoking
is especially dangerous in the
presence of medical oxygen — a
fact pattern that investigators be-
lieve contributed to the Gabriel
House fire. The Department of
Fire Services last year updated
its Home Oxygen Fire Safety
brochure, which is offered on
the DFS website and through the
Massachusetts Health Promo-
tion Clearinghouse in English,
Spanish, and Portuguese.

Smoke alarm operation could
be provisionally determined
for 30 of the 40 residential fire
deaths. Only 16 of these homes
or units of origin had working
smoke alarms. The alarms in the
remainder were either not work-
ing or missing entirely.

“Sadly, the places we should
feel safest — our homes — are the
places where most people lose

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL HOME

their lives to fire,” said State Fire
Marshal Davine. “Changes to
building construction allow fires
to grow and spread faster. Syn-
thetic furnishings create deadly
smoke and toxic gases as they
burn. The US Fire Administra-
tion estimates that we have less
time to escape a fire at home than
ever before, so it’s vital to have
working smoke alarms to alert us
to the danger before it’s too late.”

Four people perished in
non-residential fire incidents.
Three lost their lives in outdoor
fires, including one who suffered
fatal injuries while using illegal
fireworks, and one was over-
come by smoke and flames in his
vehicle when the engine caught
fire.

While fatal fires tend to be
most likely in the winter months,
the Gabriel House fire caused
10 of the 11 fire deaths in July.
November was the second lead-
ing month with nine fatalities,
followed by March and October,
which accounted for four each.
Fatal fires were distributed rela-
tively evenly throughout the day,
with spikes between 9:00 pm
and 4:00 am.

OBITUARIES

Pasquale “Pat” Gaglione
A True Family Man
AKA “the Mayor of Brandywyne”

Pasquale “Pat” Gaglione
passed away peacefully on Jan-
uary 2, 2026, surrounded by his
loving family. He was 92 years
old.

Born on June 29, 1933, Pat
was the beloved son of the late
Raymond and Francis Gagli-
one. He was the devoted hus-
band of the late Barbara (Pope)
Gaglione, with whom he now
reunites in eternal rest. Pat
was a proud and loving father
to Richard Gaglione and his
wife, Toni and to Robert Ga-
glione and his late wife, Mary.
He was a cherished brother of
Michael Gaglione and the late
Angie King, Ronald Gaglione
and Susan Pioppi. A devot-
ed grandfather, Pat adored his
grandchildren: Jason, Christo-
pher, Robert and Brianna and
was a loving great-grandfather
to Kallee.

A true family man, Pat was
known throughout his neigh-
borhood for his daily walks to
Saratoga Market—often two
or three times a day—for his
scratch tickets, earning him
the affectionate nickname “the
Mayor of Brandywyne.” He
had a deep love for horses and
spent many happy days at the
racetrack at Suffolk Downs.
Pat also worked for many years
at Haymarket Produce, stand-
ing at his produce stand on
weekends, and became a proud

laborer with Local 22.

Family and friends will hon-
or Pat’s life by gathering at
the Ruggiero Family Memori-
al Home, 971 Saratoga Street,
East Boston, on Thursday, Jan-
uary 8th from 4 to 8 p.m. and
again on Friday morning at 9
a.m. prior to a prayer service at
10 a.m. Services will conclude
with Pat being laid to rest be-
side his beloved wife at St. Mi-
chael Cemetery in Boston.

Pat will be remembered
for his warm presence, strong
work ethic, love of family, and
the familiar sight of him walk-
ing his neighborhood each day.
He will be deeply missed by all
who knew and loved him. For
more information or to leave an
online condolence please vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.
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To place a memoriam in the

Times-Free Press, please call 781-485-0588
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Vertuccio Smith & Vazza

Beechwood Home for Funerals

S

262 Beach St
Revere, MA 02151

www.VertuccioSmithVazza.com

"Honoring Memories & Traditions, One Family at a Time'

140 years of faithful & trusted service to East Boston and the surrounding communities

617-567-0955
781-284-1127
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SCENES FROM BOSTON'’S FIRST NIGHT PARADE AND FIREWORKS

Mayor Michelle Wu attends fireworks, and performances at qoe o rome
First Night Parade and Fire- City Hall as the City celebrated / 3
works. Boston rang in the New 50 years of First Night.

Year with parades, ice skating,

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX

A COLLABORATIVE SPACE
FOR ART AND IDEAS
80 BORDER STREET,
ATLANTIC WORKS EAST BOSTON, GROUND FLOOR

PRESENTS

ART FOR

THE NEW YEAR;
Small Works Off The Wall

Leigh Hall, Nasturtiums

Chris Chou, Ease

January 10 - 31, 2026
Third Thursday Reception: January 15, 6:00-9:00 pm

Open Friday and Saturday, 2:00-6:00 pm

www.atlanticworks.org
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SCENES FROM BOSTON'’S FIRST NIGHT PARADE AND FIREWORKS

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX
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MBTA closes out 2025 with major progress on service delivery, accessibility, and infrastructure

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority
(MBTA) reflected on 2025 im-
provements across the system,
from more frequent service to
accessibility upgrades, to safe-
ty progress, and new innova-
tive technology, as the agency
heads into 2026 with continued
momentum in its charge to de-
liver a quality public transit ex-
perience for the general riding
public.

Under the leadership of the
Healey-Driscoll ~ Administra-
tion and Interim MassDOT
Secretary and MBTA Gener-
al Manager Phillip Eng, the
MBTA accelerated  critical
investments to rebuild aging
infrastructure, modernize sys-
tem operations, expand service,
strengthen the workforce and
attract talented professionals,
and serve the communities that
rely on the MBTA across the
Commonwealth daily.

“Congratulations to Phil
Eng and the entire team at the
MBTA on another successful
year,” said Governor Maura
Healey. “This continues the
progress and significant turn-
around at the T since we took
office - improving service and
reliability across the system,
eliminating slow zones, and
opening South Coast Rail. I
want to thank the Legislature
for their support in providing
funding to support this work.
Most importantly, I want to

thank riders for continuing to
choose the T and playing an
essential role in our efforts to
improve transportation across
Massachusetts.”

“I'm proud of the MBTA
workforce for their efforts that
have enabled the MBTA to con-
tinue to deliver improved and
more reliable service across all
modes, giving our riders more
frequent service and time back
in their day with shorter travel
times. I want the public to know
that we will continue to carry
that same focus, discipline, and
urgency into the new year,”
said Interim MassDOT Secre-
tary and MBTA General Man-
ager Phillip Eng. “Under the
leadership of Governor Healey,
Lieutenant General Driscoll,
and their Administration, we
are following through on our
commitment to provide a safe
mass transportation system that
the public and businesses can
rely on. With the support of the
Legislature, partners across all
levels of government, public
transit advocates, community
leaders, and most of all, the rid-
ing public, we are committed
to continuous improvement,
delivering meaningful projects
and service in the most cost
effective and efficient manner.
I’m honored to work side by
side with our dedicated work-
force of over 8,000 employees
and our industry partners as we
head into 2026 and beyond.”
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Catholic Schools

United in Faith and Community

Schools Week 2026

January 25 - January 31
#CSW26

National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is the annual celebration of Catholic education in the United States.
CSW runs from the last Sunday in January through the following Saturday.
The Catholic Schools Week (CSW) 2023 — 2026 theme is “Catholic Schools: United in Faith and Community.”

Catholic schools have an irreplaceable role in the Church’s evangelizing mission. Building on the central goal
of Carholic schools to form saints, Catholic schools teach and embrace the whole person, body, mind and spirit.
The fact that all members of a Catholic school community share the Christian vision of faith that Christ is the
Soundation of Catholic education is what unites the school as a faith-filled community.

While faith is the binding element in Catholic schools, the Church reiterates that parents are the first teachers of
their children. Holding this tenet, Catholic school communities expand beyond the walls of school buildings to
envelop the family as an integral part of the school community. Together teachers, administrators, staff, students
and parents fuel the light of faith by integrating culture with faith and faith with living .
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Celebrate Catholic

Key 2025 Highlights

* Major Commuter Rail Ser-
vice Expansions to Southeast-
ern Massachusetts: Passenger
service on SCR began March
24, 2025. The over $1 billion
project brought passenger ser-
vice to the communities of
Taunton, Freetown, New Bed-
ford, Middleboro, and Fall Riv-
er for the first time in 65 years
on the Fall River/New Bedford
Commuter Rail Line.

* Resetting High Speeds on
the Red and Orange lines: Red
Line Braintree Branch speeds
were restored to 50 MPH for
the first time in 20 years in
March 2025 following the un-
precedented work of the MB-
TA’s Maintenance of Way De-
partment. Orange Line trains
began traveling at its maximum
speed of 55 MPH (up from 40
MPH) between Oak Grove and
Assembly Station for the first
time ever in August 2025 fol-
lowing the restoration of track
in this area.

e Permanent Later Subway
and Bus Service: All subway
lines and eight frequent bus
routes now offer extended ser-
vice on Fridays and Saturdays
with five of the MBTA’s most
frequent bus routes with the
highest number of later riders
offering extended service every
day of the week. Trip end times
for these lines and routes are
about one hour later compared
to past service end times.

¢ Enhancing Fare Collection

with Fare Checks: In Septem-
ber, Fare Engagement Repre-
sentatives began issuing formal
warnings and citations to riders
who have not tapped at a fare
gate or farebox at downtown
stations and onboard vehicles.
Fare Engagement Representa-
tives expanded to more stations
this winter, focusing on those
with high ridership and transfer
points.

* Improving Safety with
Green Line Train Protection
System (GLTPS) Installation:
Last June 2025, the MBTA
awarded the GLTPS contract
to Piper Networks following
their successful completion of
“demonstration phase testing.”
Since that time and throughout
the rest of 2025, crews have
been hard at work installing
GLTPS equipment along Green
Line tracks and onboard vehi-
cles with Phase 1 of the project
on track to be operational in
summer 2026.

* Rebuilding the Workforce:
Since the beginning of the
Healey-Driscoll ~ Administra-
tion, the MBTA has scaled its
workforce and hired over 1,900
employees — the workforce is
now over 8,200 strong. Thanks
to the Administration and the
Legislature, the MBTA will
continue to upgrade its work-
force in order to deliver even
more safe, robust service.

* Critical Accessibility Mile-
stones: After 19 years of steady
improvements to the accessibil-
ity of its system, the MBTA has
fulfilled a substantial amount of
its obligations under the 2006
Joanne Daniels-Finegold, et al.
v. Massachusetts Bay Trans-
portation Authority Settlement
Agreement. As a result, in De-
cember 2025, court-appointed
independent monitor Judge
Patrick King concluded his
oversight role.

* Expanding Access to In-
come-Eligible Reduced Fares:
Since its launch in September
2024, the income-eligible re-
duced fare program has made
MBTA travel more affordable
for over 38,000 riders. About
70% of riders have enrolled
via an automated verification
process that takes under five
minutes to complete thanks to
partnerships with the Registry
of Motor Vehicles and Execu-
tive Office of Health and Hu-
man Services. This streamlined
approach has enabled quick

program growth and lays the
groundwork for similar im-
provements coming to other re-
duced fare programs in the near
future.

e Industry Recognition: The
MBTA welcomed the Amer-
ican Public  Transportation
Association’s (APTA) annual
TRANSform Conference to
Boston in September 2025.
APTA TRANSform is the flag-
ship event for public transpor-
tation professionals to engage
in workshops, attend technical
tours, and exchange best prac-
tices.

For more information, please
visit mbta.com or connect with
the T on X @MBTA, Face-
book /TheMBTA, Instagram @
theMBTA, Threads @thembta,
or TikTok @thembta.

The Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority
(MBTA) opened America’s
first subway tunnel in 1897,
pioneering public transporta-
tion in the United States. To-
day, the MBTA is one of the
largest public transit systems
in the country, operating an
extensive network of subway,
bus, Commuter Rail, ferry,
and paratransit services across
176 cities and towns. The
MBTA is undergoing a trans-
formative period, focusing on
cultivating a culture of safety
and excellence, modernizing
infrastructure, and improving
reliability and accessibility.
Current priorities include ac-
celerating critical infrastructure
repairs, expanding accessibili-
ty, and reducing emissions. The
MBTA is committed to provid-
ing dependable, frequent, and
accessible service that riders
can rely on while supporting
the region’s economic vitali-
ty. Through initiatives like the
unprecedented Track Improve-
ment Program, Bus Network
Redesign, and Rail Vision, the
MBTA aims to connect com-
munities and improve riders’
daily experiences and trips. For
questions or assistance, rid-
ers are encouraged to contact
the MBTA Customer Center
at 617-222-3200. Members
of the press are encouraged to
contact mediarelations@mbta.
com. For the latest updates on
MBTA services, projects, and
initiatives, visit MBTA .com or
follow @MBTA on social me-
dia.
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Wu appoints Lydia Torres and Franklin Peralta, and
reappoints Stephen Alkins to Boston School Committee

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced three new appoint-
ments to the Boston School
Committee, Lydia  Torres,
Franklin Peralta, and Dr. Ste-
phen Alkins. Torres and Peralta
will begin their first terms, and
Dr. Alkins will begin his second
term, after first being appointed
by Mayor Wu in January 2022.
The Boston School Committee
is the governing body of Boston
Public Schools (BPS).

“I’'m excited to reappoint Dr.
Stephen Alkins and appoint Ms.
Lydia Torres and Mr. Franklin
Peralta to the Boston School
Committee. These three lead-
ers embody the dedication, ex-
pertise, and passion for serving
our young people that will help
guide our work to make Boston
Public Schools the first choice
for all our families,” said May-
or Michelle Wu. “Each brings
a personal connection to our
schools and the professional ex-
perience to complement Super-
intendent Skipper’s leadership.
I’m grateful for their service
and look forward to partnering
with these members and the en-
tire School Committee in this
work.”

“There’s much generational
work to be done. To truly make
BPS a high-quality experience
for every student, we must focus
on addressing critical opportu-
nity and achievement gaps and
reimagine the ways we do this
in partnership with our families
and community organizations,”
said Dr. Stephen D. Alkins,
Jr. “BPS is building upon this
through districtwide investment
in foundational literacy and in-
clusive education reform, but
we must continue to engage in
deep, critical discourse, trans-
parency with families, data anal-
ysis, and accountability.”

“I have spent my entire life
in BPS—as a student, teacher,
parent, and school and district
leader,” said Lydia Torres. “I'm
honored to be appointed to the
Boston School Committee as
the capstone of my career serv-
ing the district I love and I look
forward to helping the district
advance opportunities and out-
comes for students.”

“It is a true honor for me that
Mayor Wu has chosen me to
join the Boston School Commit-
tee”, said Franklin Peralta. “As

Lydia Torres

I said several times through the
application process, education
has opened doors for me to enter
places where I never dreamed I
would be. I'm ready to join the
talented and committed group of
leaders in the School Committee
to continue offering these same
opportunities to all our students
in the Boston Public Schools.”

“We are excited to welcome
three school committee mem-
bers who each brings a valuable
perspective to our collective
work to advance educational
equity and excellence across
Boston Public Schools,” said
Boston School Committee Chair
Jeri Robinson. “We remain com-
mitted to advancing our import-
ant work through partnerships
with families, educators, and
the broader community to en-
sure every student has access to
the high-quality education they
expect and deserve. I look for-
ward to working alongside our
new and returning members as
we continue the critical work of
moving our district forward.”

“I look forward to working
closely with each new and re-
turning school committee mem-
ber as we continue to strength-
en and advance Boston Public
Schools for every student we
serve,” said Superintendent
Mary Skipper. “Ensuring the
success of our students is a
shared effort that takes strong
governance, collaborative lead-
ership, and strong partnership
with educators, families, and
communities. Alongside our
school communities and City
partners, we will remain focused
on improving student outcomes,
supporting our educators, and
ensuring every school has the
resources and supports needed
for all students to reach and suc-
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Franklin Peralta

ceed beyond the classroom.”

First appointed by Mayor Wu
in January 2022, Stephen D.
Alkins, Jr., Ph.D. is the Diver-
sity, Equity, and Inclusion (and
Belonging) Officer (DEIO) and
Co-chair of the DEI Council at
TERC. With his leadership, Ste-
phen helps craft and implement
the vision for DEIB at TERC
through his collaboration on
NSF STEM education grant de-
velopment in multiple learning
environments (informal and for-
mal K-16 spaces). His role and
responsibilities include recruit-
ment and retention of a diverse
research and infrastructure staff,
internal policy review, develop-
ment and analysis of inclusive
educational opportunities and
social programming, and estab-
lishment of collaborative part-
nerships to promote equity for
all STEM learners. A resident
of Mattapan and BPS parent,
Dr. Alkins received his B.S. in
Biology from Morehouse Col-
lege and his Master’s and Ph.D.
in Cellular Neuroscience from
Brandeis University.

Lydia Torres, a Roslindale
resident, has nearly four de-
cades of experience as a Boston
Public Schools educator. She
began her career as an English
as a Second Language teacher
at the Hennigan School, and has
served as a literacy specialist,
literacy coach at the school and
district level, Director of En-
glish Language Arts for grades
6-12 district-wide, and Assistant
Principal and Middle School
Director at the Eliot K-8 Inno-
vation School. After retiring in
2018, Lydia has spent her time
volunteering with the Boston
Teacher Residency program run
by Boston Plan for Excellence,
supporting new teachers in
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Stephen Alkins

adopting data-informed instruc-
tion for multilingual learners.
She has a Master’s in Education
from Lesley University and a
Certificate of Advanced Gradu-
ate Studies in Educational Lead-
ership from Cambridge College.

Franklin Peralta, a BPS parent
and Jamaica Plain resident, has
dedicated his entire professional
career to public education, par-
ticularly focusing on adult basic
education, in Boston and in his
native Dominican Republic. He
currently serves as Director of
Business Engagement and Pub-
lic Policy at English for New
Bostonians (ENB), where he
oversees workplace and work-
force English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL) proj-
ects, including needs assess-
ments for companies applying
for funds to teach English to em-
ployees, and implementation of

workplace English training. Pri-
or to joining ENB, Franklin was
Student Counselor at the Adult
Learning Program of Jamaica
Plain Community Centers, and
a researcher and social educa-
tor at a cultural center in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic.
Franklin is actively engaged in
his daughters’ schools, the Sar-
ah Greenwood K-8 School and
Boston Latin Academy, and is
the elected representative for the
Sarah Greenwood on the City-
wide Parent Council. Franklin
holds a Master’s degree in Qual-
itative Research in Education
for Social Change from the Au-
tonomous University of Santo
Domingo.

The School Committee is re-
sponsible for:

e Defining the vision, mis-
sion, and goals of the Boston
Public Schools;

* Establishing and monitoring
the annual operating budget;

* Hiring, managing, and eval-
uating the Superintendent; and

e Setting and reviewing dis-
trict policies and practices to
support student achievement.

The School Committee meets
approximately twice per month
during the school year to adopt,
review and modify policies and
practices that support teaching,
learning and improved student
achievement. With the excep-
tion of executive sessions, Com-
mittee meetings are open to the
public, feature public comment
periods and are broadcast on
Boston City TV.
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