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Orient Heights Tree Lighting!
Ruggiero Family Memrorial Home + East Boston Chamber’s

Sunday December 14  — 5pm • Tree lit @ 6pm
MEET
SANTA

Coletta Zapata holds hearing 
regarding utility-related hazards

Massachusetts Houses passes 
higher education bond bill

Special to the Times-Free Press

Councilor Gabriela Colet-
ta Zapata (District 1) held a 
hearing to examine the main-
tenance and safety protocols of 
overhead electrical equipment 
to keep communities safe from 
utility-related hazards. The 
hearing brought together City 
officials, utility companies, 
and residents to discuss ongo-
ing concerns, current practices, 
and opportunities to strengthen 
emergency notifications and 
ensure multi-agency response 
systems function effectively. 
Councilor Coletta Zapata spon-

sored the hearing to review 
utility companies’ maintenance 
protocols, inspection sched-
ules, and emergency response 
plans, and to evaluate long-
term infrastructure solutions 
that better protect residents es-
pecially in high-density neigh-
borhoods. The hearing was 
called in response to the July 
29 incident on Bartlett Street 
in Charlestown, where over-
head electrical wires caught 
fire, igniting parked vehicles 
and causing a power outage for 
dozens of residents.

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts House of 
Representatives today passed 
the BRIGHT Act, authorizing 
approximately $3.65 billion in 
capital investment to modernize 
Massachusetts’ public colleges 
and universities and support 
the state’s academic, research, 
workforce and climate goals. 
Originally filed by Governor 
Healey, the bill is financed by 

10-year special obligation bonds 
that are backed by Fair Share 
surtax revenue. These funds 
will be used to address deferred 
maintenance, modernization 
projects, and decarbonization 
across higher education institu-
tions.

“The BRIGHT Act will en-
sure that students across the 
state learn and train in modern, 

MAYOR WU’S ENCHANTED TROLLEY MAYOR WU’S ENCHANTED TROLLEY 
                                               ARRIVES IN MAVERICK SQUARE                                               ARRIVES IN MAVERICK SQUARE

Mayor Michelle Wu with Santa and State Represen-
tative Adrian Madaro and his children, Nico and 
Matteo.

Right, Rudolph led the way for the arrival of Santa.

Last Sunday evening Maverick Square 
was filled with residents enjoying the holiday 
festivities. Local restaurants and business-
es offered food and treats to all comers. See 
Pages 8 and 9 for more photos.

See HEARING Page 15

See EDUCATION Page 14
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EAST BOSTON 
ANNUAL WINDOW 
DECORATING CONTEST

The East Boston Chamber 
of Commerce invites the busi-
nesses of East Boston to par-
ticipate in its annual Window 
Decorating Contest “Deck the 
Windows.”   To participate, lo-
cal businesses decorate their 
windows or facades with sea-
sonal decorations, take pho-
to(s,) and email them to the East 
Boston Chamber of Commerce 
at eastbostonchamberofcom-
merce@gmail.com between 
12/10/25 and 12/12/25.   First 
place, second place, and third 
place prizes and recognition 
will be awarded by vote of the 
Chamber Board of Directors on 
12/13/25.   Prizes will include 
announcement at the Cham-

ber’s annual holiday gathering 
on 12/16/25 at 464 Bremen 
Street, certificates will be is-
sued along with a cash prize 
and recognition at the individ-
ual business locations with an-
nouncements made in the local 
press,  We look forward to your 
participation and the holiday 
cheer of decorations around our 
community.

--------
La Cámara de Comercio de 

East Boston invita a las em-
presas de East Boston a par-
ticipar en su concurso anual 
de decoración de escaparates 
“Decora las Ventanas”. Para 
participar, las empresas locales 
deben decorar sus escaparates 
o fachadas con adornos de tem-
porada, tomar fotografías y en-
viarlas por correo electrónico a 
la Cámara de Comercio de East 

Boston a eastbostonchamberof-
commerce@gmail.com entre el 
10/12/25 y el 12/12/25.

Los premios y recono-
cimientos de primer, segundo y 
tercer lugar serán otorgados por 
votación de la Junta Directiva 
de la Cámara el 13/12/25. Los 
premios incluirán un anuncio 
durante la reunión anual de fin 
de año de la Cámara el 16/12/25 
en 464 Bremen Street, la entre-
ga de certificados, un premio 
en efectivo y reconocimiento 
en las ubicaciones de cada em-
presa participante, además de 
anuncios en la prensa local.

Esperamos contar con su 
participación y disfrutar del 
espíritu festivo que las decora-
ciones traerán a nuestra comu-
nidad.

News in BriefTHE MAHA MOMS ARE
RIGHT ABOUT TOXIC WASTE

As our regular readers know, we have been highly-critical 
of the so-called Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) move-
ment led by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the least qualified and least 
knowledgeable person ever to lead the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), whose policies regarding vaccines and 
scientific research threaten the health of millions of Americans.

However, last week some prominent MAHA activists sent a 
petition to President Donald Trump urging him to fire Lee Zeldin, 
the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, over a 
series of recent decisions by Zeldin that will pave the way for the 
use of proven harmful chemicals that ultimately will contaminate 
our air, our water, and our food.

“Rather than supporting your initiative to ‘Make America 
Healthy Again’, which millions of Republicans and independents 
alike embraced, Administrator Zeldin has prioritized the interests 
of chemical corporations over the well-being of American fami-
lies and children,” the petition reads.

Also supporting the petition is the group Moms Clean Air 
Force (MCAF), which seeks to protect children from the effects 
of air pollution and climate change.

“With every proposed deregulation, he (Zeldin) is allowing 
families and children to be exposed to more soot, more mercu-
ry, more methane, more toxic chemicals, more tailpipe pollution, 
and more climate pollution,” said MCAF founder and director 
Dominique Browning. “Lee Zeldin must go.”

And what have we heard from RFK Jr., the man who says he 
wants to make America healthy again and who himself was an 
environmental lawyer, had to say about Zeldin’s kow-towing to 
the chemical industry?

Crickets -- and that says all we need to know about RFK’s 
supposed commitment to Americans’ health.

HAPPY HANUKKAH
The eight-day observance of Hanukkah, also known as the 

Festival of Lights, starts this Sunday evening, December 14, and 
will culminate on Monday, December 22.

Hanukkah is observed for eight nights and days by lighting 
the candles of the Menorah, one on each day of the eight-day 
celebration. (The Menorah itself consists of nine candles, one of 
which typically stands above the rest and is used to light the other 
eight.)

Hanukkah commemorates the victory of the Maccabees in 166 
BCE when the Maccabees liberated the Jewish people from the 
Greek-based rulers who essentially had outlawed the Jewish re-
ligion.

When the triumphant Maccabees captured the city of Jerusa-
lem, they quickly entered the Holy Temple, tossing out the images 
of the Greek gods that had been installed there by the occupying 
rulers. When the Maccabees went to light the Menorah candles 
in the Temple, they thought they only had one day’s worth of 
oil. However, the candles remained lit for eight days -- hence the 
miracle of the Festival of Lights.

Hanukkah is a joyous occasion for Jews world-wide, marked 
by gatherings of friends and families and the playing of tradition-
al games such as the dreidel and eating traditional -- and deli-
cious! -- foods such as latkes. 

We wish to take this opportunity to wish our friends and read-
ers of the Jewish community a happy, healthy, and joyful Hanuk-
kah season.
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Special to the Times-Free Press

On October 31, 2025, the 
Boston Public Art Triennial 
(The Triennial) officially con-
cluded its inaugural citywide 
exhibition, Triennial 2025: The 
Exchange. Presented in part-
nership with the City of Boston, 
Triennial 2025 marked a trium-
phant success in transforming 
Boston’s historic public spaces 
into vibrant venues of creativity, 
collaboration and civic dialogue.

Triennial 2025 achieved a 
first-of-its-kind exhibition be-
tween May 22 and October 31, 
bringing 24 large-scale artworks 
to outdoor and publicly acces-
sible sites across eight Boston 
neighborhoods, including East 
Boston, Charlestown, Dorches-
ter, Roxbury, Mattapan, Down-
town, Back Bay and Fenway, 
as well as Cambridge. Focusing 
on neighborhoods and popula-
tions not typically included in 
conversations about contem-
porary art, The Triennial, the 
501(c)(3) organization behind 
the exhibition, overcame narra-
tive and logistical challenges by 
tapping into the City of Boston’s 
relationships with community 
liaisons and building over 75 
unique partnerships with cultur-
al and community organizations 
that would make their facilities, 
resources and representatives 
available for public program-
ming.

Over six months, Triennial 
2025 connected artists, com-
munities, and partners across 
sectors, all with a shared mis-
sion to build a more vibrant, 
bold and equitable city through 
public art that opens minds, con-
versations, and spaces. Over six 
months, the $8 million initiative 
reached over 2.7 million views 
from people of all backgrounds 
and ages, ranging from local 
Bostonians to tourists visiting 
from far-flung locations. The ef-
fort also garnered local, national 
and international attention from 
leading cultural keepers, critics 
and media, reinforcing Boston’s 
growing reputation as a contem-
porary art city and expanding its 
status as a global leader in cul-
tural innovation.

“With Triennial 2025, we set 
out to expand what public art 
can mean for Boston. With the 
City of Boston, phenomenal 
artists, dedicated community 
leaders and extraordinary part-
ners, we did just that—we cre-
ated something as dynamic as 

the city itself and truly reflective 
of Boston’s cultural legacy and 
its diverse voices,” said Kate 
Gilbert, Executive Director of 
the Boston Public Art Trienni-
al. “Triennial 2025 showed that 
Boston is ready to embrace big 
ideas and lead nationally in pub-
lic art. We’re proud to carry the 
momentum into the next phase 
of building a vibrant, open and 
equitable arts landscape.”

Co-curated by Artistic Direc-
tor Pedro Alonzo and Curator 
Tess Lukey, The Exchange in-
vited dialogue around pressing 
global and local issues through 
themes of Indigeneity, climate 
and biodiversity, health and 
recovery and shared humani-
ty. The Exchange brought the 
work of 19 artists to Boston, 
spanning 16 new commissions 
and five temporary and perma-
nent projects throughout Boston 
art museums and institutions, 
including the Institute of Con-
temporary Art/Boston, Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum, Mas-
sArt Art Museum, Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston (MFA) and 
MIT List Visual Arts Center.

The Exchange, featured re-
nowned global, national and 

local artists including Beatriz 
Cortez, Julian CharrieÌre, Ad-
ela Goldbard, Nicholas Gala-
nin, Stephen Hamilton, Ekene 
Ijeoma, Laura Lima, Cannupa 
Hanska Luger, Patrick Marti-
nez, Alan Michelson, New Red 
Order, Chiharu Shiota, Gabriel 
Sosa, Swoon, Lan Tuazon and 
Yu-Wen Wu. Three additional 
local artist contributions were 
made possible by the Triennial’s 
Public Accelerator Program; 
cultivated by Assistant Curator 
Jasper Sanchez, they included 
Andy Li, Alison Croney Moses 
and Evelyn Rydz, whose works 
transformed a National Park site 
in Charlestown. Croney Moses 
was subsequently named an ICA 
2025 Foster Prize winner, under-
scoring the Accelerator’s role in 
propelling Boston’s homegrown 
talent.

“The Boston Public Art Tri-
ennial has showcased the very 
best of what our city’s public 
spaces represent — joy, commu-
nity, and dialogue,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “The citywide 
artscape was a vibrant and bold 
opportunity for our communi-
ties to gather in neighborhoods 
across the city to share in reflect-

ing on these incredible pieces. 
From historic public buildings 
like the Boston Public Library 
and City Hall to our parks, and 
waterfront sites, Triennial 2025 
turned Boston into a living gal-
lery that reflects our city’s rich, 
layered history and cultural leg-
acy.”

The closing week was 
marked by Making Public: Tri-
ennial 2025 Convening, a day-
long gathering on October 24 at 
Roxbury Community College 
(RCC), supported by the New 
England Foundation for the 
Arts with support from the Barr 
Foundation, that brought togeth-
er artists, curators, communi-
ty leaders and cultural practi-
tioners for a robust exploration 
of the role of public art in shap-
ing a more open and equitable 
city. Over 200 attendees joined 
the ongoing conversation about 
how art shapes shared space and 
celebrated the long-term instal-
lation of Ekene Ijeoma’s project, 
Stone Circle Bench, which will 
remain on view at RCC through 
2026.

At the convening, Gilbert 
announced the Triennial will 
continue its commitment to 

supporting contemporary art-
ists and fostering communi-
ty engagement in Boston’s 
throughout 2026 and 2027 as it 
begins preparations for its next 
citywide exhibition in 2028. 
The Triennial will commission 
new public art projects across 
neighborhoods; host interdis-
ciplinary programs focused on 
art, civic engagement and more; 
and fund the annual Public Art 
Accelerator, a skill-building 
and grant-funding program 
supporting early-to-mid-career 
Boston-based artists in creating 
temporary public projects.

To learn more about Trienni-
al’s continued work visit thetri-
ennial.org 

Boston Public Art Triennial 
is the city’s first and only pub-
lic art organization dedicated to 
supporting artists and communi-
ties in bold, contemporary, pub-
lic art. The Triennial’s mission is 
to foster relationships between 
artists and the public to create 
bold public art experiences that 
open minds, conversations, and 
spaces across Boston, resulting 
in a more open, equitable, and 
vibrant city.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
PLEASE CALL 617-567-4499         SPINELLIS.COM

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceañera, Reunion,

Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes

Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service
and professionalism to ensure the success of

your special occasion.

Please accept sincere condolences, from the Spinelli’s family and staff.
During this difficult time, we would like to offer our facility at a specially

reduced price, for you, your family and friends.

SERVED UPON ARRIVAL - Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

BUFFET LUNCHEON MENU

Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter, Chicken, Ziti & Broccoli
Alfredo, Eggplant Parmigiana, Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499           www.spinellis.com

Above price does not include a 15% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

PINELLI’S
F U N C T I O N  F A C I L I T Y

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $15.50 Per
Person

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
PROJECT: Saratoga Street Shoreline Restoration Project
LOCATION: 1257-1263 Saratoga Street, East Boston, MA 02128
PROPONENT: Massachusetts Port Authority (Massport)

The undersigned is submitting an Environmental Notification 
Form (“ENF”) to the Secretary of Energy & Environmental 

Affairs on or before 12/10/25. This will initiate review of the 
above project pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental 

Policy Act (“MEPA,” M.G.L. c. 30, ss. 61-62L). Copies of the ENF 
may be obtained from: 

Fiona Vardy (Foth): Fiona.vardy@foth.com; (401) 910-7720, or 
Chris Busch (Massport): cbusch@massport.com; 

(617) 568-3524
Electronic copies of the ENF are also being sent to the 

Conservation Commission and Planning Board of Boston, 
Massachusetts. The Secretary of Energy & Environmental 
Affairs will publish notice of the ENF in the Environmental 
Monitor, receive public comments on the project, and then 

decide if an Environmental Impact Report is required. A site 
visit and/or remote consultation session on the project may 
also be scheduled. All persons wishing to comment on the 

project, or to be notified of a site visit and/or remote 
consultation session, should email MEPA@mass.gov or the 

MEPA analyst listed in the Environmental Monitor. Requests 
for language translation or other accommodations should be 

directed to the same email address. Mail correspondence 
should be directed to the Secretary of Energy & Environmental 
Affairs, 100 Cambridge St., Suite 900, Boston, Massachusetts 
02114, Attention: MEPA Office, referencing the above project.

By: Massachusetts Port Authority

Boston Public Art Triennial concludes inaugural exhibition
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for your convenience

4 generations of
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since 1947

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371
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ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY HOLDS EBHS STUDENT ART EXHIBIT ‘ENTERING ART’
Photos by Marianne Salza

Atlantic Works Gallery 
(AWG), in collaboration with 
East Boston High School 

(EBHS) presented its opening 
reception for the student exhi-
bition, “Entering Art,” on De-
cember 5. Thirteen young artists 
displayed drawings and photo-

graphs inspired by sports, anime, 
and places they love. In an effort 
to deepen relationships with the 
community, AWG members had 
been mentoring students over 

the past semester in preparation 
for the exhibition. “Entering 
Art” will be on display at Atlan-
tic Works Gallery, located on the 
first floor of 80 Border Street, 

East Boston, through December 
20. View “Entering Art” during 
its third Thursday reception on 
December 18, 5-7pm, and Fri-
days and Saturdays, 2-6pm.

June Fabian, 11th grade, describing her photographs to friends, Ava 
and Peyton McLaughlin.

Ricky Morales and Susan Takis discussing the challenges of compos-
ing digital art compared to drawing on paper.

Laury Ruiz, 8th grade, with her 
pencil sketches, and mother, Loly 
Monterroza.

Savannah Simcock, with her pencil and marker piece, “La La Land,” 
and her mother, Winnie Gelin.

Attendees enjoying the opening reception for “Entering Art,” at Atlan-
tic Works Gallery on December 5.

Lily Moran, 11th grade, with her 
graphite pencil sketches.

Em Petersen, 9th grade, with her 
piece, “Aurora.”

Marisa Venuti, 11th grade, with 
her pencil sketch, “Eclipse.”

Gary Hernandez with his pho-
tography, “Borderless Canvas.”
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ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY HOLDS EBHS STUDENT ART EXHIBIT ‘ENTERING ART’

Photographer, Dennis Antrim, 12th grade, with his parents, Michael 
and Lisa Antrim.

Artist, Yanett Alvarez, with her piece, “The Shining Star,” and friend, 
Victoria Julien, both 11th grade students.

Jackie Hernandez, EBHS Class of 2023, and freshman at Suffolk Uni-
versity, with her family and photographs.

Boston Public Schools Regional Superintendent Tommy Welch with 
his son, Samuel, and daughter, Emi, who was photographed on the 
soccer field by EBHS senior, Dennis Antrim, accompanied to the “En-
tering Art” exhibition by his parents, Michael and Lisa Antrim, with 
AWG member Diane Modica

“Entering Art” 
young artists from 
East Boston High 
School with their 
science teacher, 
Katie Kimbrell, 
and Atlantic Works 
Gallery coordinator, 
Kristen Freitas.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
As a part of East Boston Cannabis 
Company’s "Positive Impact Plan" 

EBCC has made the following 
educational classes available on ZOOM.

East Boston Cannabis Company is committed 
to providing educational programs and 
informational sessions geared towards 

individuals from the Target Areas and/or 
Massachusetts Residents who have, or have 

parents or spouses who have, past drug 
convictions that are interested in the cannabis 

industry, with specific focuses on marijuana 
retailers and entrepreneurship.

Such educational events will specifically 
include, but not be limited to, information on 

licensing workshops (i.e., guidance on filing 
applications with the Commission), 
preparation of standard operating 

policies and procedures, Massachusetts 
cannabis market overview and METRC  best 

practices.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15
7:00 PM

The dates are December 15 and December 
22 both at 7:00 PM.

https://youtube.com/shorts/uS
1nhtWPRxo?si=mHdatnbtCNi
1l8DI

https://princelobel.zoom.us/j/82613244092?pwd=
nIEvx1Y9FEa2asTWu7ZNOEAIPPtLas.1 

EAST BOSTON HOLIDAY LIGHT COMMITTEE AND HILTON GARDEN INN HOST BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
The East Boston Holiday 

Light Committee and event 
sponsor Hilton Garden Inn 
hosted a Breakfast With Santa 
Saturday in the hotel’s function 

room.
Lisa Cappuccio, a leader of 

the Holiday Light Commit-
tee, was the coordinator of the 
breakfast. 

Children and their families 
enjoyed a complimentary buf-
fet-style breakfast that was 
served by Hilton Garden Inn 
Catering Sales Manager Gina 

Guange and the culinary oper-
ations team.

Students from the Beverly 
Richards Dance Center per-
formed dances.  There were 

prize giveaways and most im-
portantly, a special visit by 
Santa Claus.

Hilton Garden Inn Catering Sales 
Manager Gina Guange and East 
Boston Chamber of Commerce 
President Shirley Fabbo.

Enjoying a visit with Santa Claus at the breakfast are Linh Pham, 
Manh Nguyen, and children Benjamin Nguyen and Mila Nguyen.

The Ortiz, Torres, and Santana-Fernandez families enjoying the 
Breakfast With Santa.

East Boston Chamber of Com-
merce President Shirley Fabbo 
and Ed White. Parents Jhon and Yuli with children Emilia and Emanuela. Parents Diana and Alonso with children Sofia and Santiago.

Maggie Mazzarella, pictured 
with her daughters, Maria and 
Lucia.

PUBLIC NOTICE
As a part of East Boston Cannabis 
Company’s "Positive Impact Plan" 

EBCC has made the following 
educational classes available on ZOOM.

East Boston Cannabis Company is committed 
to providing educational programs and 
informational sessions geared towards 

individuals from the Target Areas and/or 
Massachusetts Residents who have, or have 

parents or spouses who have, past drug 
convictions that are interested in the cannabis 

industry, with specific focuses on marijuana 
retailers and entrepreneurship.

Such educational events will specifically 
include, but not be limited to, information on 

licensing workshops (i.e., guidance on filing 
applications with the Commission), 
preparation of standard operating 

policies and procedures, Massachusetts 
cannabis market overview and METRC  best 

practices.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22
7:00 PM

The dates are December 15 and December 
22 both at 7:00 PM.

https://youtube.com/shorts/uS
1nhtWPRxo?si=mHdatnbtCNi
1l8DI

 https://princelobel.zoom.us/j/85241689346?
pwd=mE65VK4a3IFTkilUQB6XqrbBjTsbVy.1 
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EAST BOSTON HOLIDAY LIGHT COMMITTEE AND HILTON GARDEN INN HOST BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Morgan George and Miles 
George.

Santa Claus reads the famous poem, “Twas The Night Before Christ-
mas” at the breakfast.

Santa Claus, pictured with students from the Beverly Richards Dance 
Center, who performed a dance at the breakfast.

Breafkast Coordinator Lisa 
Cappuccio (left) and Mary Ellen 
Welch Greenway Executive 
Director Keeley Fanuele (right) 
welcome Santa Claus to the 
Breakfast With Santa.

The culinary operations’ breakfast-serving team, Ann Guange, There-
sa Raphanella, Coreen Cinelli, and Hilton Garden Inn Catering Sales 
Manager Gina Guange.

Dancers and instructors from the Beverly Richards Dancer Center, led by legendary studio owner and 
former New England Patriots cheerleader Beverly Richards Buckley (back row far right), are pictured at the 
Breakfast With Santa event.

The Russos, Audrey, Aria, Ava, 
Richie and Aella.

Scott Heigelmann, pictured with 
Mila Heigelmann and Ronnie 
DiMarzo.

Santa Claus welcomes Emma Buckley and Tanner Buckley, grandchil-
dren of Beverly Richards Buckley, for some Merry Christmas wishes.

Helen Romero and her daughter, Maya, visit with Santa Claus.
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MAYOR WU’S ENCHANTED TROLLEY ARRIVES IN MAVERICK SQUARE FOR CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
Last Sunday evening Mav-

erick Square was filled with 
residents enjoying the holiday 
festivities. Local restaurants 

and businesses offered food 
and treats to all comers. Zumix 
singers led by Brandon Alex 
performed an array of festival 

favorites, while waiting for the 
arrival of the Enchanted Trol-
ley with Mayor Michelle WU 
and Santa.

Santa begins the countdown to 
light the Christmas Tree in Mav-
erick Square.

Jacki Rehlinger, Ed White, and Mila Mendez from Brasil Brasil.

Ixchel Garcia enjoys a hot choco-
late in Maverick Square.

Liliana Mozo is in the holiday 
spirit.

Rita Lara from Maverick Family 
Community Services, and Shirley 
Fabbo, President of the East Bos-
ton Chamber of Commerce.

Maria and Michelle Vasco from 
Taco Mex.

Rockland Trust was a big part of the holiday event in Maverick 
Square.

Bank of America volunteers Sonia Chiarella (left) and Kate Grier hand 
out gifts at the Paul Revere Mall in the North End on Sunday, Dec. 7, 
during the 29th annual Mayor's Enchanted Trolley Tour. 

ENCHANTED VISIT
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm;  Sun: 8am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.  We have the right to limit quantities.

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, DEC. 11TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY DEC. 24TH 2025

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE:
WINTHROPMARKETPLACE.COM

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Produce
Fresh Sweet & Plump Blueberries pint pkg .....$3.99
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapple ......................$3.99
Tender Green Asparagus ...............................$3.99/lb
Green Giant Baby Cut & Peeled Carrots 1 lb pkg ..2/$3.00
Premium Golden Sweet Yams ..........................99¢/lb
McCain's Famous All Purpose Russet 
Potatoes 5 lb bag ............................................2/$5.00
California Fresh Large Bunch Celery ............2/$5.00

Meat

London Broil Steaks .................................... $5.99/lb
Boneless Blade Steaks ............................... $5.99/lb
Boneless Pork Roast ...................................$2.69/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ..................... $1.09/lb
Shrimp Ring 31-40 ct ............................. $14.99/lb
Grade A Whole Chickens ............................. $1.99/lb
Banquet Brown & Serve Sausage ............. 2/$4.00
Oscar Mayer Bacon .................................. $8.99/pkg

Green Giant Canned Vegetables ............ 10/$10.00
(ex: 3bean salad & asp. spears)

Gold Medal All Purpose Flour 5 lb bag ........2/$6.00
(ex: organic)

Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice Cocktail 
64 oz (ex: 100%)........................................... 2/$5.00
Hellmann's Mayonnaise 30 oz ..........................$5.99
Prince Pasta .....................................................4/$5.00

(ex: lasagna-jumbo shells-gluten free)
Prego Pasta Sauce ......................................... 2/$5.00
Nestles Chocolate Morsels .........................2/$8.00
Starbucks K-Cups ..............................................$9.99
Heinz Gravies ..................................................2/$4.00
Tutorosso Canned Tomatoes ........................3/$5.00
Pearl Ripe Canned Olives 6 oz ...................... 2/$5.00
Cool Whip 8 oz ................................................2/$4.00
Ore Ida Frozen Potatoes ...............................2/$6.00
Delizza Eclairs or Cream Puffs .................. 2/$11.00
Rays New York Style Bagels ........................2/$4.00
Pillsbury Cinnamon Rolls ............................... 2/$5.00
Pillsbury Crescent Rolls................................ 2/$5.00
Cracker Barrel Cheese .................................4/$10.00

(ex: cracker cuts)
Hood Sour Cream 16 oz ....................................$1.99
Tropicana Pure Premium Orange Juice 89 oz .$9.99

Bakery
Our Own Bagels 4 pk ........................................... $2.99
Ciabatta Bread .................................................... $2.99
Reese's Peanut Butter Cup Cookies 4pk ......... $5.99
Cinnamon Rolls 6pk .............................................$4.99
7" Raspberry Gold Cake .................................. $14.99
Variety Cheesecake 32 oz ..............................$12.99
8" Chocolate Cream Pie ......................................$8.99

Deli
Carando Genoa Salami ................................... $9.99/lb
Butterball Oven Roasted Turkey Breast......$7.99/lb
Smithfield Domestic Cooked Ham ...............$6.99/lb
Finlandia Imported Swiss Cheese ................ $8.99/lb
Sahlens Italian Style Hot Ham ......................$7.99/lb
Belgioioso Fresh Mozzarella Logs .....................$6.99
Port Wine or Sharp 
Cheddar Cheese Ball 6 oz ...............................2/$7.00
Boursin Garlic & Herb Cheese ............................ $5.29
Resers Salads ................................................ $2.79/lb

Potato-Macaroni-Cole Slaw

Don't Miss these Super Specials!
CUT FRESH DAILY

Neighborhood Health was at the holiday event.

Director Brandon Alex and the Zumix holiday singers.

The Enchanted Trolley arrived in Maverick Square with Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu, Senator Lydia Edwards, Councillors Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata and Julia Mejia.

After a Santa 
countdown the 
Christmas Tree in 
Maverick Square 
was lit up in grand 
fashion.

MAYOR WU’S ENCHANTED TROLLEY ARRIVES IN MAVERICK SQUARE FOR CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
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A celebration of accomplishments reception held in support of Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo
Outgoing Revere City Coun-

cilor at-Large Juan Pablo Jara-
millo celebrated his accomplish-
ments on the council this past 
Thursday and emphasized the 
importance of local government 
at this moment in our history. 

He was joined by leaders 
from Revere, Boston, and across 
Massachusetts and there was 
even a message sent to the group 
by U.S. Senator Ed Markey. 
Present at the event were Bos-
ton Council President  Ruthzee 
Louijeune, Councilwoman Ga-
briela Coletta-Zapata (who re-
portedly has the votes to become 
the next City Council president), 
State Senator Sal DiDomenico, 
Revere Councillor Paul Argen-
zio, and Winthrop Councilman 
Joe Aiello. Former president of 
the AFL-CIO and former state 
senator Steve Tolman was also 
present in the crowd. 

Jaramillo, a union organizer. 
spoke after words from State 
Senator Lydia Edwards and the 
message from U.S. Senator Ed 
Markey. He thanked the guests 
assembled in the packed down-
town Boston office for their sup-
port of him and his wife, Crystal, 
who was present and reminded 
people of the victories he at-
tained while on the Revere City 
Council around workers’ rights, 

affordable childcare and early 
education, feminine hygiene 
products, climate alluding to his 
first in the city municipal com-
posting program, and affordable 
housing units in new develop-
ment. The victories, he said, 

were collectively won by him 
and the supporters who have 
long believed in his vision for a 
pro-working family city.

Councillor Jaramillo made 
history after becoming the first 
immigrant to be elected to local 

office in Revere and missed his 
reelection by a margin of votes 
which can only be characterized 
as a statistical tie. Instead of opt-
ing for a gruesome recount he 
said in a statement later in No-
vember “Revere’s history has 

been marked by bitter recounts 
and infighting which ultimately 
has stymied progress,” and that 
he was “choosing to repurpose 
our energy into organizing for 
the future not agonizing.” 

Attending the reception honoring Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo 
for his accomplishments on the council, Boston City Council President 
Ruthzee Louijeune and guests including Tosin Cole (right).

Sen. Sal DiDomenico, Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo, Sen. Lydia 
Edwards, and Ward 4 Councillor Paul Argenzio.

Councillor-at-Large Juan Jara-
millo thanked his wife, Crystal 
Jaramillo (right), for her support 
during his tenure as a city coun-
cillor in Revere.

Sen. Lydia Edwards, Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo, and Mela Villa 
Gomez, District Director for Sen. Edwards’ Office.

Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta-Zapata, Sebastian Zapata, 
Revere Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo, and Crysal Jaramillo.

Revere Councillor-at-Large Juan 
Jaramillo welcomes Robert Ba-
glio to the reception in Boston.

Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo delivers his remarks at the recep-
tion held at the Boston offices of Rasky Partners.

Sen. Lydia Edwards lauded Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo for his 
outstanding accomplishments on the Revere City Council and said he 
will continue to be a positive voice for the people of Revere.
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To place a 
memoriam in the 

Times-Free 
Press, please call 
781-485-0588

LEGAL NOTICE
Submit notices to legals@eastietimes.com

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No. 
SU25P2427EA
Estate of: 
Jacqueline A. Bossi
Date of Death 
02/06/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by 
Joseph A. Bossi, Jr. of Hartford CT 
and Karen A. Cornell of Danville 
NH requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy 
of the Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 

appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 01/08/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is not 
required to file an inventory or 
annual accounts with the Court.
Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from the 
Personal Representative and may 
petition the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 08, 2025
Stephanie L Everett, Esq., Register 
of Probate

12/10/25
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of: Rocco Andrew Telese
Also known as: Rocco A Telese
Date of Death: 10/01/2025
To all interested persons:
DOCKET NO. SU25P2716EA
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by 
John A. DeFronzo, Sr. of Weston, 
FL requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. The Petitioner 
requests that: John A. DeFronzo, 
Sr. of Weston, FL be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy 
of the Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must file a 

written appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 01/14/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from the 
Personal Representative and may 
petition the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 03, 2025
Stephanie L Everett, Esq., Register 
of Probate 

12/10/25
EB

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Philip A. Imperato
Italian American Club Officer and longtime member 

and Past Commander of the American Legion, 
Post #61

Philip Anthony Impera-
to of Revere, former-

ly of East Boston, 
passed away peace-

fully on Friday, December 5, 
2025, at the age of 92. 

Philip was born on June 12, 
1933, in East Boston to his late 
parents, Louis and Margue-
rite (Passananti) Imperato. He 
graduated from Boston English 
High School, Class of 1951. 
He started playing drums at an 
early age and joined the Boston 
English Drum & Bugle Corps. 
“Phil Stixx” was a percussion-
ist and enjoyed playing drums 
with many marching bands, or-
chestras, and for many private 
events.

Philip enlisted in the United 
States Army during the Korean 
War serving from 1953 to 1955. 
He proudly served his country 
as a Private First Class and was 
honorably discharged. Phil-
ip married the love of his life 
Patricia Favazza of Gloucester, 
on October 2, 1955. They were 
married for 64 years until her 
passing in 2019.

Philip was a store manager 
for Liberty Market in East Bos-
ton for many years and worked 
for the Department of Revenue 
for over 30 years. Philip was an 
officer of the Italian American 
Club and a longtime member 
and Past Commander of the 
American Legion, Post #61. 
He cherished the time with 
his friends at the Legion. Phil-
ip loved music and watching 
wrestling. He was a lifetime 
Red Sox fan and avid follower 
of the Patriots games. He loved 
visiting friends in Las Vegas 
and trying his luck at Fox-
woods. His greatest joy was 
spending time with his family 
and friends.

Philip was predeceased by 
his wife, Patricia Imperato and 
his daughter, Lenamarie Smith. 
He was a loving father to his 
daughters: Marguerite Imper-
ato and Lois Bunker, his son-
in-law, Robert Bunker, and his 
brother, Michael Imperato. He 
was the cherished grandfather 
to: Philip Smith and his part-
ner, Jessica Smith, Alex Flores, 

Petrina Flores, Nicholas Bun-
ker, Joseph Bunker, and Vin-
cent Bunker. Philip was also 
the proud great-grandfather 
to: Philip Smith, Jr., Bentley 
Smith, and Jayla Smith. He is 
survived by his sisters-in-law, 
Bedy Ciulla and J.J. Pramas 
and brothers-in-law, Peter Pra-
mas and Richard Davis. Philip 
is also survived by many won-
derful nieces and nephews.

 Family and friends are invit-
ed to Visiting Hours on Thurs-
day, December 11th from 4 to 
8 p.m. in the Vertuccio, Smith 
& Vazza, Beechwood Home 
for Funerals, 262 Beach Street, 
Revere. His Funeral will begin 
from the Funeral Home on Fri-
day, December 12th at 10 a.m., 
followed by a Funeral Service 
conducted in the Funeral Home 
at 11 a.m. Interment in Wood-
lawn Cemetery will be held 
privately.

Special thanks to the staff 
at Mass General Hospital and 
South Shore Hospital, along 
with outstanding care from the 
dedicated staff and administra-
tors of Alliance Health at Brain-
tree and Serenity Hospice.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations can be made in Phil-
ip’s honor to the American Le-
gion, Post #61, 249 Broadway, 
Revere, MA 02151. To send 
online condolences, please vis-
it www.vertucciosmithvazza.
com. Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to the care and direc-
tion of the Vertuccio Smith & 
Vazza, Beechwood Home for 
Funerals.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588
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EBCCS HOLDS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR

Photos by Marianne Salza

East Boston Central Cath-
olic School (EBCCS) held its 
Christmas Fair on December 
6, featuring pictures with San-
ta and Mrs. Claus, homemade 
lunch, and holiday gift raffles. 
Children and their families 
had their faces painted, played 
games to win toy prizes, and 
shopped for Christmas decora-
tions.

Maryann Manfredonia, principal emeritus, with her family.

Debbie, Danae, and Danielle 
Pieroni.

The Robles Family.

Cathy Quigley, Alex Quigley, EBCCS Class of 2011, Kathleen Furey, 
and Joe Quigley.

Kitchen volunteers, parents, Yohana Velasquez, Victor Chavarria, and 
kindergarten teacher, Marcela Sanchez.

Mary, Jameson, Emilia, Skip, and Jameson Marcella, EBCCS angel.

Tiffany Herrera with her daughter, Zoey Guzman, EBCCS 4th grade, 
Officer David Hale, and June Comeau, 4th grade teacher.

Your health, your community, 
your NeighborHealth.  
We’re here for you.
neighborhealth.com

Victoria Rodriguez, 6th grade, 
Janelle Avila, 6th grade, and 
Ibelis Diaz, 7th grade
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Give yourself the comfort and care you deserve at 
Prospect House Assisted Living & Memory Care.  
Enjoy peace of mind with no more winter chores,  

no household maintenance, and a newly refreshed 
community designed to help you live with ease.

Making Prospect House your new home for 2026  
is simple, straightforward, and stress-free!

420 Reservoir Avenue, Revere, MA 02151 
 781.853.0005 | ProspectHouseAL.com

Lock in 2025 Rates!
M OV E  I N  O R  TA K E  F I N A N C I A L 

P O S S E S S I O N  BY  D EC E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 5 . 
Call Kristi at 781.853.0005 for details.

EBCCS HOLDS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR

East Boston Central Catholic School alums, Steven Cellante and 
Anthony Herrera, with Stephanie Chow, and Mishaune and Giacomo 
Graziani.

Families taking chances on the snowman game to win toys.

Kitchen volunteers, Michele Borriello, Maria Pizzicannella, and Mi-
chelle Talluto.

Carol Baglio, EBCCS business manager/development director, with 
her son, Robert Baglio, and his children, Paul, Joey, Ky, and Anthony.
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Education //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Shahrampour, Shahin	 Bennington St 98-100 LLC	 100 Bennington St #3	 $545,000
Recine, Nico	 252 Orient Avenue Irt	 252 Orient Ave	 $1,500,000
Cheng, Yue	 Mahoney, Brianna	 270 Paris St #3	 $590,000
Singh, Bipin	 Bennington St 98-100 LLC	 98-100 Bennington St #2	 $550,000

high-quality campus facilities, 
while strengthening Massa-
chusetts’ competitiveness in 
research and innovation,” said 
House Speaker Ronald J. Maria-
no (D-Quincy). “Building on the 
Commonwealth’s increases in 
student financial aid, and on our 
commitment to making high-
er education more accessible 
and affordable, especially for 
low-income students, Massa-
chusetts is undertaking a genera-
tional reinvestment in educating 
our residents and strengthening 
our higher education system. I 
would like to thank Represen-
tatives Michlewitz, Rogers and 
Finn for their work on this bill, 
my colleagues for supporting 
it, and Governor Healey for her 
commitment to this effort.” 

“This legislation passed by 
the House will revitalize and 
modernize higher education 
across the Commonwealth’s 
public colleges and universi-
ties,” said Representative Adrian 
Madaro. “By upgrading college 
campuses, addressing deferred 
maintenance and sustainability, 
and ensuring facilities are being 
updated to align with our edu-
cational and workforce goals, 
we are building on the House’s 
work on free community college 
and improved financial aid to 
ensure that higher education in 
Massachusetts has the resources 
to thrive”.

“The BRIGHT Act will help 
usher in a new era for public 
higher education in Massachu-
setts,” Representative David M. 
Rogers (D- Cambridge), House 
Chair of the Joint Committee 
on Higher Education. “Under 
Speaker Mariano’s leadership, 
the House has created free com-
munity college, exponentially 
increased financial aid, and now 
the BRIGHT Act invests nearly 
$3.65 billion in public higher 
education campuses statewide. 
This new investment will: ad-
dress essential campus infra-
structure needs; develop modern 
learning spaces; and decrease 
reliance on fossil fuels.”

“The $3.65 billion BRIGHT 
Act, bonded through a new spe-
cial obligation fund and backed 
by Fair Share revenues, will 
modernize every public higher 
education campus in Massachu-
setts,” said Representative Mi-
chael J. Finn (D-West Spring-
field), House Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Bonding, Capital 
Expenditures and State Assets. 
“This investment will spur eco-
nomic development creating 
good-paying jobs, and deliver 

cleaner, state-of-the-art facilities 
that will prepare our students 
to lead in a competitive, sus-
tainable future. I thank Speaker 
Mariano and House Leadership 
for prioritizing this landmark 
legislation and ensuring Massa-
chusetts remains a national lead-
er in public higher education.”

The investments included in 
the bill create a long-term, state-
wide strategy for addressing 
aging facilities while aligning 
campuses with the state’s work-
force, economic development, 
and climate goals. The bill also 
streamlines capital project de-
livery, expands the role of the 
Massachusetts State College 
Building Authority (MSCBA), 
and increases flexibility for 
campuses to manage facilities 
and property. The BRIGHT Act 
is estimated to create roughly 
20,000 construction-related jobs 
across the Commonwealth as 
campuses undergo major capital 
improvements. 

Specifically, the bill: 
Invests $3.65 Billion in Core 

Campus Infrastructure
Authorizes approximately 

$3.65 billion in bond authori-
zations for investment in pub-
lic higher education campuses. 
The Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Maintenance 
(DCAMM) will manage most 
of these investments. Of the ap-
proximately $3.65 billion, about 
$3.1 billion will support higher 
education capital projects re-
lated to deferred maintenance, 
decarbonization, modernization, 
and planning. The investments 
at public institutions of higher 
education are broken down as 
follows:

• $1.25 billion for the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts (UMass) 
System;

• $1.25 billion for state uni-
versities (9 campuses) and com-
munity colleges (15 campuses);

• $275 million for upgrades at 
MassArt;

• $100 million for the tran-
sition of campus facilities and 
property into housing and 
mixed-use developments;

• $80 million for costs asso-
ciated with decarbonization and 
energy efficiency;

• $120 million for lab mod-
ernization, projects at commu-
nity colleges to support collabo-
ration with vocational technical 
schools, and projects related to 
student health and well-being; 
and

• $30 million for costs asso-
ciated with developing required 
campus master plans.

The remaining $170 million 
is authorized for several sepa-
rate items as follows: 

• $50 million for a grant pro-
gram administered through the 
Executive Office of Adminis-
tration and Finance (A&F) for 
general improvements and cli-
mate-related upgrades at public 
institutions of higher education;

• $20 million to the Execu-
tive Office of Technology Ser-
vices and Security (EOTSS) for 
costs associated with facilitating 
or enhancing remote or hybrid 
learning at public institutions of 
higher education; and

• $100 million for a grant pro-
gram administered by the Exec-
utive Office of Education (EOE) 
for improvements to upgrade 
and expand career technical ed-
ucation and training programs 
(Skills Capital Grants).

Updates to DCAMM 
Oversight

• Updates DCAMM’s project 
oversight in campus construc-
tion by raising the project dele-
gation threshold from $5 million 
to $10 million for state univer-
sities and community colleges, 
allowing the Commissioner to 
delegate more projects to the 
MSCBA for supervision.  

• Raises the threshold for 
schematic design to $500,000, 
exempting smaller repairs and 
upgrades from lengthy design 
and certification requirements. 

Surplus Campus Property 
Process

• Allows DCAMM to dispose 
of surplus campus property and 
directs all proceeds into a new 
Higher Education Property Dis-
position Fund. DCAMM needs 
to provide written notice to the 
municipalities where the proper-
ty is located. These revenues can 
then be reinvested in other cap-
ital projects, including deferred 
maintenance, decarbonization, 
and other critical repairs, with-
out requiring additional appro-
priations, giving campuses a 
sustainable way to reinvest in 

their own infrastructure.
• Requires DCAMM to con-

duct a public hearing to consid-
er restrictions for property that 
exceeds 2 acres or is 150,000 
square feet or greater.

• Anticipates delegating en-
velope/HVAC projects, which 
allows for increased decarbon-
ization work.

Improves Education and 
Transportation Fund Capital 

Financing
• To support investments, the 

bill authorizes the State Trea-
surer to issue special obligation 
bonds backed by the Educa-
tion and Transportation Fund, 
strengthening long-term funding 
capacity for capital projects. 

• Education and Transporta-
tion Fund revenues pledged for 
debt services are protected from 
diversion, and Fair Share surtax 
rate cannot be reduced while 
those revenues are needed for 
repayment.

• Clarifies and expands allow-
able uses for the Education and 
Transportation Innovation and 
Capital Account to include pub-
lic education, affordable higher 
education, transportation infra-
structure, and related capital 
needs, such as rail, bridges, bi-
cycle pathways, and other public 
transportation assets. 

Modernizes Massachusetts 
State College Building 
Authority (MSCBA)

• Allows DCAMM Commis-
sioner to delegate campus con-
struction projects costing up to 
$10 million to the MSCBA, in-
creasing it from $5 million.

• Updates MSCBA’s authority 
to provide expanded services to 
state universities and communi-
ty colleges, including financing 
academic, administrative, and 
campus infrastructure, as well 
as managing decarbonization 
and energy efficiency improve-
ments.

• Adds two ex officio non-vot-
ing seats to the MSCBA Board 
(one state university president 

and one community college 
president), increasing member-
ship to 11 and allowing for en-
hanced information sharing. 

Bond Issuance & 
Debt Structure

• To finance capital improve-
ments, the bill authorizes the 
State Treasurer to issue up to 
approximately $3.1 billion in 
bonds for campus upgrades and 
$170 million for grants and tech-
nology services. 

• Bonds are backed by Edu-
cation and Transportation Fund 
revenues, not the state’s gener-
al obligation capacity, and are 
therefore exempt from statutory 
debt limits. 

Enhances Reporting, 
Oversight & Accountability
• Requires annual reporting 

from DCAMM, A&F, EOE, 
UMass, the state universities, 
and the community colleges de-
tailing project status, expendi-
tures, emissions reductions, de-
ferred maintenance addressed, 
square footage impacted, and 
alignment with campus master 
plans.

• Requires additional report-
ing for all deferred maintenance 
projects over $50 million within 
90 days of the bill’s passage. 

Increases Access to Higher 
Education Opportunities
• Provides private nonprofit 

institutions of higher education 
who are designated as federal 
minority serving institutions, or 
as municipally owned colleges, 
access to grant programs that are 
currently available to communi-
ty colleges. 

• Programs include Mass-
Reconnect, the SUCCESS pro-
gram, and other grant programs 
that are run by the Department 
of Higher Education. 

• Directs DHE to promulgate 
regulations accordingly.

The bill passed the House of 
Representatives 148-5. It now 
goes to the Senate for consider-
ation. 
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JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

PAINTINGCONTRACTOR

HANDYMAN

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

ELECTRICIAN

ROOFING

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com
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By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6

See McGARY Page 2

Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Please see SPORTS BETTING Page 12

Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Leaves fall and Savings riseLeaves fall and Savings rise
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IMMEDIATE 
ROOFING

Residential & Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs

Painting & Carpentry

781-248-8297
sonnysimmediateservices.com

SONNY’S 

Licensed, Insured • Free Estimates

L. P.CONTRACTING

LUIGI: (617) 846-0142
FREE ESTIMATES… LICENSED …INSURED

Building & Remodeling
Kitchen ✧ Bathroom ✧ Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows ✧ Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

tophandyman2022@gmail.com
English & Español

tophandymanllc.com

TTOOPP  HHAANNDDYYMMAANN  LLLLCC

Demolition, Cleanouts, Ceramic tile & more
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR BIG

857-221-0194

FULL SERVICE 
CARPENTRY

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588  OR EMAIL 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

CLASSCLASS
Charlestown East boston

chelsea

revere

lynn

everett

winthrop

IFIEDIFIED
CLASSCLASS

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SOLD

SUN TRANSCRIPT

First in Sail

East Boston
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Home To The Jet

“This hearing is a step to-
wards trying to understand how 
to move forward in an effective 
way where we have broad buy-
in from all stakeholders of the 
community if there are going 
to be impacts to their quality 
of life and financial impacts. 
Residents deserve to know that 
when they walk down their 
block, the wires above them 
are safe, inspected, and capable 
of withstanding increasingly 
volatile weather patterns,” said 
Councilor Coletta Zapata. “I 
look forward to future conver-
sations. Thank you to everyone 
who joined to provide their per-
spectives and experiences.”

The Councilors heard from 
an administration panel who 
provided an overview of the 
City’s coordination efforts with 
utility companies and the chal-
lenges of undergrounding infra-
structure in densely populated 

areas. The Public Improvement 
Commission clarified that its 
role is limited to reviewing the 
location of utility infrastructure 
and not determining its appro-
priateness, viability, or neces-
sity. Those assessments fall to 
the utility companies and the 
State’s Department of Public 
Utilities (DPU). Councilor Co-
letta Zapata emphasized the 
need for clearer communica-
tion, timely responses, and crit-
ical infrastructure upgrades.

Utility companies present 
discussed the challenges of 
coordinating multiple utility 
projects in the same area and 
the importance of clear com-
munication with city agencies. 
Eversource and National Grid 
shared that undergrounding 
wires could cost millions per 
mile, with additional costs for 
conduits, permits, and exca-
vation. They emphasized the 

complexity and high costs in-
volved, noting that municipali-
ties would bear the initial costs. 
During the hearing, the utility 
companies also addressed the 
impact of undergrounding on 
utility companies and their op-
erations such as the complexity 
and cost of undergrounding, 
including the need for addition-
al manholes and engineering 
costs.

This docket will remain in 
the Committee on City Services 
and Innovation Technology. A 
recording of the hearing can be 
found at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=tCvk_co6PJQ 

For additional information 
please contact the Office of 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata by phone at (617) 635-
3200 or by email at gabriela.
ramirez@boston.gov.

Hearing //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Photos on 
your phone?
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is generated!

Share your photo to be 
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Tis the Season for
East Boston 

Christmas Kids

WEDS.
DEC. 24th

PHOTOS PUBLISHED

CHRISTMAS EVE

Special to the Times-Free Press

Representative Adrian 
Madaro, family, and volunteers 
with the Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund had an eventful 
Thanksgiving morning prepar-
ing and distributing 850 meals 
for neighbors across the East 
Boston community.  

The halls of the Salesian 
Boys and Girls Club bustled 
with activity as volunteers pre-
pared hundreds of meals for 
pick-up while delivery teams 
dropped off over 350 meals to 
community seniors. Working 
both Wednesday and Thurs-
day, the team assembled meals 
including a full Thanksgiving 
plate with turkey, fixings, and 
dessert. 

“In a day and age where food 
bills are only going up, I’m 
proud to continue this East Bos-
ton tradition that brings togeth-
er our neighbors and provides 
meals for members of our com-
munity,” said Representative 
Adrian Madaro. “Our Thanks-
giving Day event has become a 
tradition for not only my fami-
ly, but families and individuals 
across the neighborhood. I am 
incredibly thankful for the East 
Boston community, and I can 

think of no better way than this 
to truly get into the spirit of the 
holiday.” 

Volunteers at the annual 
event included State Senator 
Lydia Edwards, City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata, and 
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, 
who thanked volunteers and 
helped the team greet and hand 
out meals to members of the 
community. 

In addition to the Thanks-
giving Day meals, earlier in the 
week the Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund organized the dis-
tribution of over 540 turkeys 
throughout the neighborhood. 
Distributed by volunteers and 
local non-profit groups, the tur-
keys were given out to neigh-
borhood families to give them 
the option of preparing their 
own holiday dinner from the 
comfort of home with their 
loved ones.  

“Among the many things 
I’m thankful for this season, 
none of this could have hap-
pened without the hard work 
of my team, our volunteers, 
and the many businesses and 
community organizations that 
stepped up to donate and help 
out,” said Representative Adri-
an Madaro. “Thank you all for 

Madaro Family Community Fund hosts annual Thanksgiving Day community dinner

your hard work and generosity 
this holiday season!” 

The holiday season isn’t 
over for the Madaro Family 
Community Fund yet, howev-
er. On Friday, December 12, 
the festivities continue with 
the annual Eastie’s Elves Toy 
Drive! Hosted from 

5-8pm at the Hyatt Regen-
cy Logan Airport. Admission 
to Eastie’s Elves is one un-
wrapped new toy. Come join 
the festivities and help make 
the holiday a little brighter for 
local kids!

Shown are scenes from the annual Madaro Family Community Fund Thanksgiving Day community dinner 
that was held at the Salesian Boys and Girls Club.




