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Special to the Times-Free Press

Councilor Gabriela Colet-
ta Zapata (District 1) held a
hearing to examine the main-
tenance and safety protocols of
overhead electrical equipment
to keep communities safe from
utility-related hazards. The
hearing brought together City
officials, utility companies,
and residents to discuss ongo-
ing concerns, current practices,
and opportunities to strengthen
emergency notifications and
ensure multi-agency response
systems function effectively.
Councilor Coletta Zapata spon-

Mayor Michelle Wu with Santa and State Represen- [
tative Adrian Madaro and his children, Nico and “
Matteo.

Right, Rudolph led the way for the arrival of Santa.

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts House of
Representatives today passed
the BRIGHT Act, authorizing
approximately $3.65 billion in
capital investment to modernize
Massachusetts’ public colleges
and universities and support
the state’s academic, research,
workforce and climate goals.
Originally filed by Governor
Healey, the bill is financed by

Last Sunday evening Maverick Square
was filled with residents enjoying the holiday
festivities. Local restaurants and business-
es offered food and treats to all comers. See
Pages 8 and 9 for more photos.

KM@

SANT S.clary December 14 — Spm.

{ regarding utility-related hazards

sored the hearing to review
utility companies’ maintenance
protocols, inspection sched-
ules, and emergency response
plans, and to evaluate long-
term infrastructure solutions
that better protect residents es-
pecially in high-density neigh-
borhoods. The hearing was
called in response to the July
29 incident on Bartlett Street
in Charlestown, where over-
head electrical wires caught
fire, igniting parked vehicles
and causing a power outage for
dozens of residents.

See HEARING Page 15

Massachusetts Houses passes
higher education bond bill

10-year special obligation bonds
that are backed by Fair Share
surtax revenue. These funds
will be used to address deferred
maintenance, modernization
projects, and decarbonization
across higher education institu-
tions.

“The BRIGHT Act will en-
sure that students across the
state learn and train in modern,

See EDUCATION Page 14
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THE MAHA MOMS ARE
RIGHT ABOUT TOXIC WASTE

As our regular readers know, we have been highly-critical
of the so-called Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) move-
ment led by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the least qualified and least
knowledgeable person ever to lead the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), whose policies regarding vaccines and
scientific research threaten the health of millions of Americans.

However, last week some prominent MAHA activists sent a
petition to President Donald Trump urging him to fire Lee Zeldin,
the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, over a
series of recent decisions by Zeldin that will pave the way for the
use of proven harmful chemicals that ultimately will contaminate
our air, our water, and our food.

“Rather than supporting your initiative to ‘Make America
Healthy Again’, which millions of Republicans and independents
alike embraced, Administrator Zeldin has prioritized the interests
of chemical corporations over the well-being of American fami-
lies and children,” the petition reads.

Also supporting the petition is the group Moms Clean Air
Force (MCAF), which seeks to protect children from the effects
of air pollution and climate change.

“With every proposed deregulation, he (Zeldin) is allowing
families and children to be exposed to more soot, more mercu-
ry, more methane, more toxic chemicals, more tailpipe pollution,
and more climate pollution,” said MCAF founder and director
Dominique Browning. “Lee Zeldin must go.”

And what have we heard from RFK Jr., the man who says he
wants to make America healthy again and who himself was an
environmental lawyer, had to say about Zeldin’s kow-towing to
the chemical industry?

Crickets -- and that says all we need to know about RFK’s
supposed commitment to Americans’ health.

HAPPY HANUKKAH

The eight-day observance of Hanukkah, also known as the
Festival of Lights, starts this Sunday evening, December 14, and
will culminate on Monday, December 22.

Hanukkah is observed for eight nights and days by lighting
the candles of the Menorah, one on each day of the eight-day
celebration. (The Menorah itself consists of nine candles, one of
which typically stands above the rest and is used to light the other
eight.)

Hanukkah commemorates the victory of the Maccabees in 166
BCE when the Maccabees liberated the Jewish people from the
Greek-based rulers who essentially had outlawed the Jewish re-
ligion.

When the triumphant Maccabees captured the city of Jerusa-
lem, they quickly entered the Holy Temple, tossing out the images
of the Greek gods that had been installed there by the occupying
rulers. When the Maccabees went to light the Menorah candles
in the Temple, they thought they only had one day’s worth of
oil. However, the candles remained lit for eight days -- hence the
miracle of the Festival of Lights.

Hanukkah is a joyous occasion for Jews world-wide, marked
by gatherings of friends and families and the playing of tradition-
al games such as the dreidel and eating traditional -- and deli-
cious! -- foods such as latkes.

We wish to take this opportunity to wish our friends and read-
ers of the Jewish community a happy, healthy, and joyful Hanuk-
kah season.

orum

News IN BRIEF

EAST BOSTON
ANNUAL WINDOW

DECORATING CONTEST

The East Boston Chamber
of Commerce invites the busi-
nesses of East Boston to par-
ticipate in its annual Window
Decorating Contest “Deck the
Windows.” To participate, lo-
cal businesses decorate their
windows or facades with sea-
sonal decorations, take pho-
to(s,) and email them to the East
Boston Chamber of Commerce
at  eastbostonchamberofcom-
merce@gmail.com  between
12/10/25 and 12/12/25. First
place, second place, and third
place prizes and recognition
will be awarded by vote of the
Chamber Board of Directors on
12/13/25. Prizes will include
announcement at the Cham-

ber’s annual holiday gathering
on 12/16/25 at 464 Bremen
Street, certificates will be is-
sued along with a cash prize
and recognition at the individ-
ual business locations with an-
nouncements made in the local
press, We look forward to your
participation and the holiday
cheer of decorations around our
community.

La Cdmara de Comercio de
East Boston invita a las em-
presas de East Boston a par-
ticipar en su concurso anual
de decoracién de escaparates
“Decora las Ventanas”. Para
participar, las empresas locales
deben decorar sus escaparates
o fachadas con adornos de tem-
porada, tomar fotografias y en-
viarlas por correo electrénico a
la Camara de Comercio de East

Boston a eastbostonchamberof-
commerce@gmail.com entre el
10/12/25 y el 12/12/25.

Los premios y recono-
cimientos de primer, segundo y
tercer lugar serdn otorgados por
votacion de la Junta Directiva
de la Cdmara el 13/12/25. Los
premios incluirdn un anuncio
durante la reunién anual de fin
de afio de la Cdmara el 16/12/25
en 464 Bremen Street, la entre-
ga de certificados, un premio
en efectivo y reconocimiento
en las ubicaciones de cada em-
presa participante, ademds de
anuncios en la prensa local.

Esperamos contar con su
participacion y disfrutar del
espiritu festivo que las decora-
ciones traerdn a nuestra comu-
nidad.

The East Boston Times-Free
Press reserves the right to edit
letters for space, accuracy
and clarity. We regret that we
cannot publish unsigned leters.
Please include your street and
telephone number with your
submission. The East Boston
Times-Free Press publishes
columns, viewpoints and letters
to the editor as a forum for
readers to express their opinions
and to encourage debate. Please
note that the opinions expressed
are not necessarily those of The
East Boston Times-Free Press.
Text or attachments emailed to
editor@eastietimes.com are
preferred.
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Boston Public Art Triennial concludes inaugural exhibition

Special to the Times-Free Press

On October 31, 2025, the
Boston Public Art Triennial
(The Triennial) officially con-
cluded its inaugural citywide
exhibition, Triennial 2025: The
Exchange. Presented in part-
nership with the City of Boston,
Triennial 2025 marked a trium-
phant success in transforming
Boston’s historic public spaces
into vibrant venues of creativity,
collaboration and civic dialogue.

Triennial 2025 achieved a
first-of-its-kind exhibition be-
tween May 22 and October 31,
bringing 24 large-scale artworks
to outdoor and publicly acces-
sible sites across eight Boston
neighborhoods, including East
Boston, Charlestown, Dorches-
ter, Roxbury, Mattapan, Down-
town, Back Bay and Fenway,
as well as Cambridge. Focusing
on neighborhoods and popula-
tions not typically included in
conversations about contem-
porary art, The Triennial, the
501(c)(3) organization behind
the exhibition, overcame narra-
tive and logistical challenges by
tapping into the City of Boston’s
relationships with community
liaisons and building over 75
unique partnerships with cultur-
al and community organizations
that would make their facilities,
resources and representatives
available for public program-
ming.

Over six months, Triennial
2025 connected artists, com-
munities, and partners across
sectors, all with a shared mis-
sion to build a more vibrant,
bold and equitable city through
public art that opens minds, con-
versations, and spaces. Over six
months, the $8 million initiative
reached over 2.7 million views
from people of all backgrounds
and ages, ranging from local
Bostonians to tourists visiting
from far-flung locations. The ef-
fort also garnered local, national
and international attention from
leading cultural keepers, critics
and media, reinforcing Boston’s
growing reputation as a contem-
porary art city and expanding its
status as a global leader in cul-
tural innovation.

“With Triennial 2025, we set
out to expand what public art
can mean for Boston. With the
City of Boston, phenomenal
artists, dedicated community
leaders and extraordinary part-
ners, we did just that—we cre-
ated something as dynamic as

the city itself and truly reflective
of Boston’s cultural legacy and
its diverse voices,” said Kate
Gilbert, Executive Director of
the Boston Public Art Trienni-
al. “Triennial 2025 showed that
Boston is ready to embrace big
ideas and lead nationally in pub-
lic art. We’re proud to carry the
momentum into the next phase
of building a vibrant, open and
equitable arts landscape.”
Co-curated by Artistic Direc-
tor Pedro Alonzo and Curator
Tess Lukey, The Exchange in-
vited dialogue around pressing
global and local issues through
themes of Indigeneity, climate
and biodiversity, health and
recovery and shared humani-
ty. The Exchange brought the
work of 19 artists to Boston,
spanning 16 new commissions
and five temporary and perma-
nent projects throughout Boston
art museums and institutions,
including the Institute of Con-
temporary Art/Boston, Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum, Mas-
sArt Art Museum, Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston (MFA) and
MIT List Visual Arts Center.
The Exchange, featured re-
nowned global, national and

local artists including Beatriz
Cortez, Julian Charrielre, Ad-
ela Goldbard, Nicholas Gala-
nin, Stephen Hamilton, Ekene
Ijeoma, Laura Lima, Cannupa
Hanska Luger, Patrick Marti-
nez, Alan Michelson, New Red
Order, Chiharu Shiota, Gabriel
Sosa, Swoon, Lan Tuazon and
Yu-Wen Wu. Three additional
local artist contributions were
made possible by the Triennial’s
Public Accelerator Program;
cultivated by Assistant Curator
Jasper Sanchez, they included
Andy Li, Alison Croney Moses
and Evelyn Rydz, whose works
transformed a National Park site
in Charlestown. Croney Moses
was subsequently named an ICA
2025 Foster Prize winner, under-
scoring the Accelerator’s role in
propelling Boston’s homegrown
talent.

“The Boston Public Art Tri-
ennial has showcased the very
best of what our city’s public
spaces represent — joy, commu-
nity, and dialogue,” said Mayor
Michelle Wu. “The citywide
artscape was a vibrant and bold
opportunity for our communi-
ties to gather in neighborhoods
across the city to share in reflect-

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
PROJECT: Saratoga Street Shoreline Restoration Project

LOCATION: 1257-1263 Saratoga Street, East Boston, MA 02128
PROPONENT: Massachusetts Port Authority (Massport)

The undersigned is submitting an Environmental Notification
Form (“ENF”) to the Secretary of Energy & Environmental
Affairs on or before 12/10/25. This will initiate review of the
above project pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental
Policy Act (“MEPA M.G.L. c. 30, ss. 61-62L). Copies of the ENF
may be obtained from:

Fiona Vardy (Foth): Fiona.vardy@foth.com; (401) 910-7720, or
Chris Busch (Massport): cbusch@massport.com;

(617) 568-3524
Electronic copies of the ENF are also being sent to the
Conservation Commission and Planning Board of Boston,
Massachusetts. The Secretary of Energy & Environmental
Affairs will publish notice of the ENF in the Environmental
Monitor, receive public comments on the project, and then
decide if an Environmental Impact Report is required. A site
visit and/or remote consultation session on the project may
also be scheduled. All persons wishing to comment on the
project, or to be notified of a site visit and/or remote
consultation session, should email MEPA@mass.gov or the
MEPA analyst listed in the Environmental Monitor. Requests
for language translation or other accommodations should be
directed to the same email address. Mail correspondence
should be directed to the Secretary of Energy & Environmental
Affairs, 100 Cambridge St., Suite 900, Boston, Massachusetts
02114, Attention: MEPA Office, referencing the above project.
By: Massachusetts Port Authority

ing on these incredible pieces.
From historic public buildings
like the Boston Public Library
and City Hall to our parks, and
waterfront sites, Triennial 2025
turned Boston into a living gal-
lery that reflects our city’s rich,
layered history and cultural leg-
acy.”

The closing week was
marked by Making Public: Tri-
ennial 2025 Convening, a day-
long gathering on October 24 at
Roxbury Community College
(RCC), supported by the New
England Foundation for the
Arts with support from the Barr
Foundation, that brought togeth-
er artists, curators, communi-
ty leaders and cultural practi-
tioners for a robust exploration
of the role of public art in shap-
ing a more open and equitable
city. Over 200 attendees joined
the ongoing conversation about
how art shapes shared space and
celebrated the long-term instal-
lation of Ekene Ijeoma’s project,
Stone Circle Bench, which will
remain on view at RCC through
2026.

At the convening, Gilbert
announced the Triennial will
continue its commitment to

supporting contemporary art-
ists and fostering communi-
ty engagement in Boston’s
throughout 2026 and 2027 as it
begins preparations for its next
citywide exhibition in 2028.
The Triennial will commission
new public art projects across
neighborhoods; host interdis-
ciplinary programs focused on
art, civic engagement and more;
and fund the annual Public Art
Accelerator, a skill-building
and grant-funding program
supporting early-to-mid-career
Boston-based artists in creating
temporary public projects.

To learn more about Trienni-
al’s continued work visit thetri-
ennial.org

Boston Public Art Triennial
is the city’s first and only pub-
lic art organization dedicated to
supporting artists and communi-
ties in bold, contemporary, pub-
lic art. The Triennial’s mission is
to foster relationships between
artists and the public to create
bold public art experiences that
open minds, conversations, and
spaces across Boston, resulting
in a more open, equitable, and
vibrant city.

PINELLI'S

FUNCTION FACILITY

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceariera, Reunion,
Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes
Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service
and professionalism to ensure the success of
your special occasion.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
PLEASE CALL 617-567-4499

SPINELLIS.COM
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ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY HOLDS EBHS STUDENT ART EXHIBIT ‘ENTERING ART’

Photos by Marianne Salza

Atlantic  Works  Gallery
(AWGQG), in collaboration with
East Boston High School

(EBHS) presented its opening
reception for the student exhi-
bition, “Entering Art,” on De-
cember 5. Thirteen young artists
displayed drawings and photo-

graphs inspired by sports, anime,
and places they love. In an effort
to deepen relationships with the
community, AWG members had
been mentoring students over

the past semester in preparation
for the exhibition. “Entering
Art” will be on display at Atlan-
tic Works Gallery, located on the
first floor of 80 Border Street,

East Boston, through December
20. View “Entering Art” during
its third Thursday reception on
December 18, 5-7pm, and Fri-
days and Saturdays, 2-6pm.

Laury Ruiz, 8th grade, with her
pencil sketches, and mother, Loly
Monterroza.

? AN .8
June Fabian, 11th grade, describing her photogra
and Peyton McLaughlin.

Lily Moran, 11th grade, with her
graphite pencil sketches.

| I/"U;;\gg

Savannah Simcock, with her pencil and marker piece, “La La Land,”
and her mother, Winnie Gelin.

z

Em Petersen, 9th grade, with
piece, “Aurora.”

Attendees enjoying the opening reception for “Entering Art,” at Atlan-
tic Works Gallery on December 5.

A COLLABORATIVE SPACE

FOR ART AND IDEAS

80 BORDER STREET,

EAST BOSTON, GROUND FLOOR

PRESENTS

ENTERING ART

An East Boston High School Student Exhibit

ATLANTIC WORKSGALLERY

Marisa Venuti, 11th grade, with

Yanett Alvarez, Dennis Antrim, Feruz Beyan, Daniela Colindrez, . .
4 her pencil sketch, “Eclipse.”

Andrea De Leon, June Fabian, Gary Hernandez,
Jackie Hernandez, Lily Moran, Emily Petersen, Laury Ruiz,

3 Savannah Simcock, Marisa Venuti
2 Lily Moran, Trapped
(o)
REPAIR PARK & SERVICE -
(2]
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE m
H N || H 2 ..
ORENIMONDAYEISATURDAYS o) . , .
| Daniela Colindrez, Boston Cityscape \ i
m th his pho-
4 GENERATIONS OF " December 5 — 20, 2025 B deriess Camine?
OWNED AN;\){ OPERATED Third Thursday Reception: Dec 18, 5:00-7:00 pm
THE DIGREGORIO FAMILY Open Friday and Saturday, 2:00-6:00 pm
9 0 89wk bty d bl . www.atlanticworks.org PLEASE VISIT
MANAGER JOHN DIGREGORIO « BROADWAYMOTORSREVERE.COM
M@ EASTIETIMES.COM

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371

Power of culture
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ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY HOLDS EBHS STUDENT ART EXHIBIT ‘ENTERING ART’

Yanett Alvarer Jackie Hernander “Enteri ng Art”
Deanis Antrim Lily Mosan

=g young artists from
Laury Rz East Boston High
oy School with their

=" science teacher,
Katie Kimbrell,
and Atlantic Works
Gallery coordinator,
Kristen Freitas.

Photographer, Dennis Antrim, 12th grade, with his parents, Michael
and Lisa Antrim.

Yawet Alvarer

(3

Artist, Yanett Alvarez, with her piece, “The Shining Star,” and friend,
Victoria Julien, both 11th grade students.

Whenl own a
home |l invite the
entire family over.

Jackie Hernandez, EBHS Class of 2023, and frehman at Suffolk Uni-
versity, with her family and photographs.

Let's work together to make it possible.
Visit mth.com/firsthouse or call
1-800-936-0969 to get started today.

4 5 1
. p ; ¥ >
i D 1§ :
4 1 \
: AN

Boston Public Schools Regional Superintendent Tommy Welch with
his son, Samuel, and daughter, Emi, who was photographed on the
soccer field by EBHS senior, Dennis Antrim, accompanied to the “En-
tering Art” exhibition by his parents, Michael and Lisa Antrim, with 2 Equaltousing Lender.
AWG member Diane Modica ©2025M&T Bank.Member FDIC.NMLS #381076

M&I'Bank
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EAST BOSTON HOLIDAY LIGHT COMMITTEE AND HILTON GARDEN INN HOST BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

The East Boston Holiday
Light Committee and event
sponsor Hilton Garden Inn
hosted a Breakfast With Santa
Saturday in the hotel’s function

room.

breakfast.

Hilton Garden Inn Catering Sales
Manager Gina Guange and East
Boston Chamber of Commerce
President Shirley Fabbo.

Lisa Cappuccio, a leader of
the Holiday Light Commit-
tee, was the coordinator of the

Enjoylng a visit with Santa Claus at the breakfast are Linh Pham,
Manh Nguyen, and children Benjamin Nguyen and Mila Nguyen.

Children and their families
enjoyed a complimentary buf-
fet-style breakfast that was
served by Hilton Garden Inn
Catering Sales Manager Gina

formed dances.

Guange and the culinary oper-
ations team.

Students from the Beverly
Richards Dance Center per-
There were

prize giveaways and most im-
portantly, a special visit by
Santa Claus.

Breakfast With Santa.

East Boston Chamber of Com-

The Ortiz, Torres, and Santana-Fernandez families enjoying the

merce President Shirley Fabbo
and Ed White.

Parents Jhon and Yuli with childrén Emilia and Emanuela.

PUBLIC NOTICE

As a part of East Boston Cannabis
Company’s "Positive Impact Plan"
EBCC has made the following
educational classes available on ZOOM.

https://princelobel.zoom.us/j/82613244092?pwd-=
nlEvx1Y9FEa2asTWu7ZNOEAIPPtLas.1

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15
7:00 PM

East Boston Cannabis Company is committed
to providing educational programs and
informational sessions geared towards

individuals from the Target Areas and/or
Massachusetts Residents who have, or have
parents or spouses who have, past drug
convictions that are interested in the cannabis
industry, with specific focuses on marijuana
retailers and entrepreneurship.
Such educational events will specifically
include, but not be limited to, mformatlon on

applications with the Commission),

preparation of standard operating
policies and procedures, Massachusetts

cannabis market overview and METRC best
practices.

PUBLIC NOTICE

As a part of East Boston Cannabis
Company’s "Positive Impact Plan"
EBCC has made the following
educational classes available on ZOOM.

https://princelobel.zoom.us/j/85241689346?
pwd=mE65VK4a3 IFTki lUQB6XgrbB'|stV¥.1

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22
7:00 PM

East Boston Cannabis Company is committed
to providing educational programs and
informational sessions geared towards
individuals from the Target Areas and/or

Massachusetts Residents who have, or have
parents or spouses who have, past drug
convictions that are interested in the cannabis
industry, with specific focuses on marijuana
retailers and entrepreneurship.

Such educational events will specifically
include, but not be limited to, information on
licensing workshops (i.e., guidance on filing
applications with the Commission),

reparation of standard operating
policies and procedures, Massachusetts
cannabis market overview and METRC best

practices.

Maggie Mazzarella, pictured
with her daughters, Maria and
Lucia.
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EAST BOSTON HOLIDAY LIGHT COMMITTEE AND HILTON GARDEN INN HOST BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
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Santa Claus reads the famous poem, “Twas The nght Before Christ-
mas” at the breakfast.

Santa Claus, plctured W|th students from the BeverIy Rlchards Dance
Center, who performed a dance at the breakfast.

Breafkast Coordinator Lisa
Cappuccio (left) and Mary Ellen
Welch Greenway Executive | , i = 1 |
Director Keeley Fanuele (right) The cuImary operations’ breakfast servmg team, Ann Guange, There-
welcome Santa Claus to the sa Raphanella, Coreen Cinelli, and Hilton Garden Inn Catering Sales
Breakfast With Santa. Manager Gina Guange.

Santa Claus welcomes Emma Buckley and Tanner Buckley, grandchil-
dren of Beverly Richards Buckley, for some Merry Christmas wishes.

The Russos, Audrey, Aria, Ava, Scott Heigelmann, pictured with

Richie and Aella. Mila Heigelmann and Ronnie
DiMarzo.

Dancers and instructors from the Beverly Richards Dancer Center, led by legendary studio owner and
former New England Patriots cheerleader Beverly Richards Buckley (back row far right), are pictured at the
Breakfast With Santa event.

Helen Romero and her daughter, Maya, visit with Santa Claus.
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MAYOR WU’S ENCHANTED TROLLEY ARRIVES IN MAVERICK SQUARE FOR CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

Last Sunday evening Mav- and businesses offered food favorites, while waiting for the
erick Square was filled with and treats to all comers. Zumix arrival of the Enchanted Trol-
residents enjoying the holiday singers led by Brandon Alex ley with Mayor Michelle WU
festivities. Local restaurants performed an array of festival and Santa.

Liliana Mozo is in the holiday
spirit.

Ixchel Garcia enjoys a hot choco-
late in Maverick Square.

Santa begins the countdown to
light the Christmas Tree in Mav-
erick Square.

Jacki Rehlinger, Ed White, and Mila Mendez from Brasil Brasil.

\V)
s’ (0 MADARO FAMILY tha Lara from Maverick Family L - '
0’.“? Commumty Fund Community Services, and Shirley Maria and Michelle Vasco from

Fabbo, President of the East Bos-  1aco Mex.
ton Chamber of Commerce.

2

'/ Spread holiday cheer this season by participating in our upcoming events! M

{ EASTIE'S ELVES TOY COLLECTION

Wednesday, November 27th - Thursday, December 11th

East Boston Locations

Downeast Cider Sammy Carlo’s Deli Rockland Trust Bank
256 Marginal Street 567 Bennington Street 856 Bennington Street

Salesian Boys & Girls Club Paris Street Community Center
150 Byron Street 112 Paris Street

Rockland Trust was a big part of the holiday event in Maverick
© 00000000 000000000000 000CQCCEO0CO00COCO0 OO Square.

22"° AN""AL - ENCHANTED VISIT
EASTIE'S ELVES CELEBRATION TETRSE

Friday, December 12, 2025
5:00pm - 8:00pm

Hyatt Regency Boston Harbor
101 Harborside Drive Boston, MA 02128

Admission is one new, unwrapped children’s toy.

Join us for a family event with kids music, entertainment, raffles, & cash bar.

Cocktail attire encomaged festive spjrit requjred! Bank of America voluteers Sonia iareIIa (left) and Kate Grier hand
out gifts at the Paul Revere Mall in the North End on Sunday, Dec. 7,
during the 29th annual Mayor's Enchanted Trolley Tour.
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Neighborhood Health was at the holiday event.

After a Santa
countdown the
Christmas Tree in
Maverick Square
was lit up in grand
fashion.

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSPAY, PEC. 1 1TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY DEC. 24TH 2025

%ﬂt

Chocery
(Great grocery Specials

Green Giant Canned Vegetables 10/410.00
(ex: 3bean salad & asp. spears)
Gold Medal All Purpose Flour 5 Ib bag 2/46.00
(ex: organic)
Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice Cocktail
64 0z (ex: 100%) ..2/4500
Hellmann's Mayonnaise 30 0z............cocenvun. $599
Prince Pasta .. 4/45.00
(ex: lasagna-jumbo shells-gluten free)
Prego Pasta Sauce
Nestles Chocolate Morsels
Starbucks K-Cups ..., $9.99
Heinz Gravies.... .2/54.00
Tutorosso Canned Tomatoes
Pearl Ripe Canned Olives 6 oz
Cool Whip & oz.
Ore |lda Frozen Potatoes
Delizza Eclairs or Cream Puffs
Rays New York Style Bagels
Pillsbury Cinnamon Rolls
Pillsbury Crescent Rolls.
Cracker Barrel Cheese
(ex: cracker cuts)
Hood Sour Cream 16 0z .......ccoevvevvvrevrereerrnrnnn. $1.99
Tropicana Pure Premium Orange Juice 89 0z.%29.99

Produce.

CUT FRESH DAILY

Don't Miss these Super Specialsi

London Broil Steaks ..........cccceevererrierninnns $5.99/1b
Boneless Blade Steaks.............cccocvvveennnn. $5.99/1b
Boneless Pork Roast.........c.ccceeeeeueeernnnn. $2.69/Ib
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks..................... $1.09/1b
Shrimp Ring 31-40 Ct......cccovevuveriunnens £14.99/1b
Grade A Whole Chickens.............cccccouevunnne $1.99/1b
Banquet Brown & Serve Sausage 2/44.00
Oscar Mayer Bacon ............cocveneneneenes $8.99/pka

Del

Carando Genoa Salami..............c.cccovvvencnnee. $9.99/1b
Butterball Oven Roasted Turkey Breast......57.99/1b
Smithfield Domestic Cooked Ham.............. $6.99/1b
Finlandia Imported Swiss Cheese................. £8.99/Ib
Sahlens Italian Style Hot Ham...................... $799/1b
Belgioioso Fresh Mozzarella Logs...................... $6.99
Port Wine or Sharp

Cheddar Cheese Ball 6 oz 2/5700
Boursin Garlic & Herb Cheese...............ccuccuuu... $5.29
Resers Salads... $2.79/1b

Potato-Macaroni-Cole Slaw

Fresh Sweet & Plump Blueberries pint pkg .....$3.99
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapple....................... $399
Tender Green Asparagus ... $399/1b
Green Giant Baby Cut & Peeled Carrots 1 Ibpkg .. 2/43.00
Premium Golden Sweet Yams

McCain's Famous All Purpose Russet

Potatoes 5 Ib bag .2/45.00
California Fresh Large Bunch Celery

([?m(';)_g

Our OWn Bagels 4 pK..........c.vereveneeeoneereverevennes £2.99
CiabattaBread.........ccccccooeeeeveeeieeecieeeieesiveeenns $2.99
Reese's Peanut Butter Cup Cookies 4pk ......... $5.99
Cinnamon Rolls BpK ..........ccuvivneineiiniiasiiaes $4.99
7" Raspberry Gold Cake .............cccccouuuueuunnc. $14.99
Variety Cheesecake 32 0Z .......ccuverevervvenienns $12.99
8" Chocolate Cream Pie ...........coooeevevevevevrrennnn $8.99

CHECK QUT OUR NEW WEBSITE
WINTHROPMARKETPLAGE.COM

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP ¢ (617) 846-6880

s Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm; Sun: 8am-7pm
MARKETPLACE ot responsible for typographical errors. We have the right to limit quantities.

The Enchanted Trolley arrived in Maverick Square with Boston Mayor
Michelle Wu, Senator Lydia Edwards, Councillors Gabriela Coletta
Zapata and Julia Mejia.
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A celebration of accomplishments reception held in support of Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo

Outgoing Revere City Coun-
cilor at-Large Juan Pablo Jara-
millo celebrated his accomplish-
ments on the council this past
Thursday and emphasized the
importance of local government
at this moment in our history.

He was joined by leaders
from Revere, Boston, and across
Massachusetts and there was
even a message sent to the group
by U.S. Senator Ed Markey.
Present at the event were Bos-
ton Council President Ruthzee
Louijeune, Councilwoman Ga-
briela Coletta-Zapata (who re-
portedly has the votes to become
the next City Council president),
State Senator Sal DiDomenico,
Revere Councillor Paul Argen-
zio, and Winthrop Councilman
Joe Aiello. Former president of
the AFL-CIO and former state
senator Steve Tolman was also
present in the crowd.

Jaramillo, a union organizer.
spoke after words from State
Senator Lydia Edwards and the
message from U.S. Senator Ed
Markey. He thanked the guests
assembled in the packed down-
town Boston office for their sup-
port of him and his wife, Crystal,
who was present and reminded
people of the victories he at-
tained while on the Revere City
Council around workers’ rights,

r f,_
Councillor-at-Large Juan Jara-
millo thanked his wife, Crystal
Jaramillo (right), for her support
during his tenure as a city coun-
cillor in Revere.

Revere Councillor-at-Large Juan
Jaramillo welcomes Robert Ba-
glio to the reception in Boston.

affordable childcare and early
education, feminine hygiene
products, climate alluding to his
first in the city municipal com-
posting program, and affordable
housing units in new develop-
ment. The victories, he said,

were collectively won by him
and the supporters who have
long believed in his vision for a
pro-working family city.
Councillor Jaramillo made
history after becoming the first
immigrant to be elected to local

Attending the reception honoring Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo
for his accomplishments on the council, Boston City Council President
Ruthzee Louijeune and guests including Tosin Cole (right).

Sen. Lydia Edwards, Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo, and Mela Villa
Gomez, District Director for Sen. Edwards’ Office.

Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo delivers his remarks at the recep-
tion held at the Boston offices of Rasky Partners.

office in Revere and missed his
reelection by a margin of votes
which can only be characterized
as a statistical tie. Instead of opt-
ing for a gruesome recount he
said in a statement later in No-
vember “Revere’s history has

Sen. Sal DiDomenico, Councillor-atLarge Juan Jaramillo, Sen. Lydia

been marked by bitter recounts
and infighting which ultimately
has stymied progress,” and that
he was “choosing to repurpose
our energy into organizing for
the future not agonizing.”

Edwards, and Ward 4 Councillor Paul Argenzio.

nwr

b

Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta-Zapata, Sebastian Zapata,

Revere Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo, and Crysal Jaramillo.

& *"i'i'fr b

Sen. Lydia Edwards lauded Councillor-at-Large Juan Jaramillo for his
outstanding accomplishments on the Revere City Council and said he
will continue to be a positive voice for the people of Revere.
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LEGAL NOTICE

Submit notices to legals@eastietimes.com

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND

FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU25P2427EA
Estate of:
Jucqueline A. Bossi
Date of Death
02/06/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of
Will with Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed by
Joseph A. Bossi, Jr. of Hartford CT
and Karen A. Cornell of Danville
NH requesting that the Court enter
a formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Pefition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy
of the Petition from the Pefitioner
or at the Court.
You have a right fo object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file o written

appearance and objection af this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the
refurn day of 01/08,/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline by which you must file a
written appearance and objection
if you object to this proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within
thirty (30) days of the return
day, action may be taken without
further nofice o you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in an
unsupervised administration is not
required to file an inventory or
annual accounts with the Court.
Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the
administration directly from the
Personal Representative and may
petition the Court in any matter
relating to the estate, including
the distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers,
First Jusfice of this Court.
Date: December 08, 2025
Stephanie L Everett, Esq., Register
of Probate

12/10/25

EB

LEGAL NOTICE
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Estate of: Rocco Andrew Telese
Also known as: Rocco A Telese
Date of Death: 10/01,/2025

To all interested persons:

DOCKET NO. SU25P2716EA
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114

(617)788-8300

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Probate of
Will with Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed by
John A. DeFronzo, Sr. of Weston,
FL requesting that the Court enter
a formal Decree and Order and
for such other relief as requested
in the Petition. The Petitioner
requests that: John A. DeFronzo,
Sr. of Weston, FL be appointed

as Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy
of the Petition from the Pefitioner
or at the Court. You have a right to
object to this proceeding. To do so,
you or your attorney must file a

written appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 01/14/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline by which you must file a
written appearance and objection
if you object to this proceeding.

If you fail to file  timely written
appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within
thirty (30) days of the return

day, action may be taken without
further nofice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPCin an
unsupervised adminisiration is
not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court.
Persons inferested in the estate
are entitled to nofice regarding the
administration directly from the
Personal Representative and may
petition the Court in any matter
relating to the estate, including
the distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 03, 2025
Stephanie L Everett, Esq., Register

of Probate
12/10/25
EB

To place a
memoriam in the
Times-Free

Press, please call

781-485-0588

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of
$195.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588
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FUNERAL HOME

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

J

\
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Vertuccio Smith & Vazza

Beechwood Home for Funerals

\

262 Beach St

Revere, MA 02151

www.VertuccioSmithVazza.com

"Honoring Memories & Traditions, One Family at a Time'

617-567-0955
781-284-1127

140 years of faithful & trusted service to Fast Boston and the surrounding communities

A

OBITUARIES

Philip A. Imperato
Italian American Club Officer and longtime member

and Past Commander of the American Legion,
Post #61

> Philip Anthony Impera-

%to of Revere, former-

ly of East Boston,

passed away peace-

fully on Friday, December 5,
2025, at the age of 92.

Philip was born on June 12,
1933, in East Boston to his late
parents, Louis and Margue-
rite (Passananti) Imperato. He
graduated from Boston English
High School, Class of 1951.
He started playing drums at an
early age and joined the Boston
English Drum & Bugle Corps.
“Phil Stixx” was a percussion-
ist and enjoyed playing drums
with many marching bands, or-
chestras, and for many private
events.

Philip enlisted in the United
States Army during the Korean
War serving from 1953 to 1955.
He proudly served his country
as a Private First Class and was
honorably discharged. Phil-
ip married the love of his life
Patricia Favazza of Gloucester,
on October 2, 1955. They were
married for 64 years until her
passing in 2019.

Philip was a store manager
for Liberty Market in East Bos-
ton for many years and worked
for the Department of Revenue
for over 30 years. Philip was an
officer of the Italian American
Club and a longtime member
and Past Commander of the
American Legion, Post #61.
He cherished the time with
his friends at the Legion. Phil-
ip loved music and watching
wrestling. He was a lifetime
Red Sox fan and avid follower
of the Patriots games. He loved
visiting friends in Las Vegas
and trying his luck at Fox-
woods. His greatest joy was
spending time with his family
and friends.

Philip was predeceased by
his wife, Patricia Imperato and
his daughter, Lenamarie Smith.
He was a loving father to his
daughters: Marguerite Imper-
ato and Lois Bunker, his son-
in-law, Robert Bunker, and his
brother, Michael Imperato. He
was the cherished grandfather
to: Philip Smith and his part-
ner, Jessica Smith, Alex Flores,

Petrina Flores, Nicholas Bun-
ker, Joseph Bunker, and Vin-
cent Bunker. Philip was also
the proud great-grandfather
to: Philip Smith, Jr., Bentley
Smith, and Jayla Smith. He is
survived by his sisters-in-law,
Bedy Ciulla and J.J. Pramas
and brothers-in-law, Peter Pra-
mas and Richard Davis. Philip
is also survived by many won-
derful nieces and nephews.

Family and friends are invit-
ed to Visiting Hours on Thurs-
day, December 11th from 4 to
8 p.m. in the Vertuccio, Smith
& Vazza, Beechwood Home
for Funerals, 262 Beach Street,
Revere. His Funeral will begin
from the Funeral Home on Fri-
day, December 12th at 10 a.m.,
followed by a Funeral Service
conducted in the Funeral Home
at 11 a.m. Interment in Wood-
lawn Cemetery will be held
privately.

Special thanks to the staff
at Mass General Hospital and
South Shore Hospital, along
with outstanding care from the
dedicated staff and administra-
tors of Alliance Health at Brain-
tree and Serenity Hospice.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations can be made in Phil-
ip’s honor to the American Le-
gion, Post #61, 249 Broadway,
Revere, MA 02151. To send
online condolences, please vis-
it  www.vertucciosmithvazza.
com. Funeral arrangements
entrusted to the care and direc-
tion of the Vertuccio Smith &
Vazza, Beechwood Home for
Funerals.
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EBCCS HOLDS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR

Photos by Marianne Salza

East Boston Central Cath-
olic School (EBCCS) held its
Christmas Fair on December
6, featuring pictures with San-
ta and Mrs. Claus, homemade
lunch, and holiday gift raffles.
Children and their families
had their faces painted, played
games to win toy prizes, and
shopped for Christmas decora-
tions.

Cathy Quigly, Alex Quigley, EBCCS Class of 2011, Kathleen Furey,
and Joe Quigley.

Debbie, Danae, and Danielle
Pieroni.
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Kitchen volunteers, parents, Yohana Velasquez, Victor Chavarria, and
kindergarten teacher, Marcela Sanchez.

Victoria Rodriguez, 6th grade,
Janelle Avila, 6th grade, and
Ibelis Diaz, 7th grade

Your health, your community,
your NeighborHealth.

We're here for you.

neighborhealth.com

(f) (in) NeighborHealth {*

Tiffany Herrera with her daughter, Zoey Guzman, EBCCS 4th grade
Officer David Hale, and June Comeau, 4th grade teacher.




Wednesday, December 10, 2025 THE EAST BOSTON TIMES-FREE PRESS Page 13

EBCCS HOLDS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR

East Boston Central Catholic School alums, Steven Cellante and
Anthony Herrera, with Stephanie Chow, and Mishaune and Giacomo
Graziani.

Families taking chances on the snowman game to win toys.
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PROSPECT HOUSE

Assisted Living & Memory Care

A HALLKEEN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

Kitch | Michel B Maria P - Il J ..f ( \'J
itchen volunteers, Michele Borriello, Maria Pizzicannella, an i- ®
Lock in 2025 Rates! &

MOVE IN OR TAKE FINANCIAL \
POSSESSION BY DECEMBER 31, 2025. /m \
Call Kristi at 781.853.0005 for details. e

Give yourself the comfort and care you deserve at
Prospect House Assisted Living & Memory Care.
Enjoy peace of mind with no more winter chores,

no household maintenance, and a newly refreshed
community designed to help you live with ease.

Making Prospect House your new home for 2026
is simple, straightforward, and stress-free!

420 Reservoir Avenue, Revere, MA 02151
781.853.0005 | ProspectHouseAL.com
her son, Robert Baglio, and his children, Paul, Joey, Ky, and Anthony. A HALLKEEN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

Carol Baglio, EBCCS business manager/development director, with
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Education // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

high-quality campus facilities,
while strengthening Massa-
chusetts’ competitiveness in
research and innovation,” said
House Speaker Ronald J. Maria-
no (D-Quincy). “Building on the
Commonwealth’s increases in
student financial aid, and on our
commitment to making high-
er education more accessible
and affordable, especially for
low-income students, Massa-
chusetts is undertaking a genera-
tional reinvestment in educating
our residents and strengthening
our higher education system. I
would like to thank Represen-
tatives Michlewitz, Rogers and
Finn for their work on this bill,
my colleagues for supporting
it, and Governor Healey for her
commitment to this effort.”

“This legislation passed by
the House will revitalize and
modernize higher education
across the Commonwealth’s
public colleges and universi-
ties,” said Representative Adrian
Madaro. “By upgrading college
campuses, addressing deferred
maintenance and sustainability,
and ensuring facilities are being
updated to align with our edu-
cational and workforce goals,
we are building on the House’s
work on free community college
and improved financial aid to
ensure that higher education in
Massachusetts has the resources
to thrive”.

“The BRIGHT Act will help
usher in a new era for public
higher education in Massachu-
setts,” Representative David M.
Rogers (D- Cambridge), House
Chair of the Joint Committee
on Higher Education. “Under
Speaker Mariano’s leadership,
the House has created free com-
munity college, exponentially
increased financial aid, and now
the BRIGHT Act invests nearly
$3.65 billion in public higher
education campuses statewide.
This new investment will: ad-
dress essential campus infra-
structure needs; develop modern
learning spaces; and decrease
reliance on fossil fuels.”

“The $3.65 billion BRIGHT
Act, bonded through a new spe-
cial obligation fund and backed
by Fair Share revenues, will
modernize every public higher
education campus in Massachu-
setts,” said Representative Mi-
chael J. Finn (D-West Spring-
field), House Chair of the Joint
Committee on Bonding, Capital
Expenditures and State Assets.
“This investment will spur eco-
nomic development creating
good-paying jobs, and deliver

cleaner, state-of-the-art facilities
that will prepare our students
to lead in a competitive, sus-
tainable future. I thank Speaker
Mariano and House Leadership
for prioritizing this landmark
legislation and ensuring Massa-
chusetts remains a national lead-
er in public higher education.”

The investments included in
the bill create a long-term, state-
wide strategy for addressing
aging facilities while aligning
campuses with the state’s work-
force, economic development,
and climate goals. The bill also
streamlines capital project de-
livery, expands the role of the
Massachusetts  State  College
Building Authority (MSCBA),
and increases flexibility for
campuses to manage facilities
and property. The BRIGHT Act
is estimated to create roughly
20,000 construction-related jobs
across the Commonwealth as
campuses undergo major capital
improvements.

Specifically, the bill:

Invests $3.65 Billion in Core
Campus Infrastructure

Authorizes  approximately
$3.65 billion in bond authori-
zations for investment in pub-
lic higher education campuses.
The Division of Capital Asset
Management and Maintenance
(DCAMM) will manage most
of these investments. Of the ap-
proximately $3.65 billion, about
$3.1 billion will support higher
education capital projects re-
lated to deferred maintenance,
decarbonization, modernization,
and planning. The investments
at public institutions of higher
education are broken down as
follows:

¢ $1.25 billion for the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts (UMass)
System;

* $1.25 billion for state uni-
versities (9 campuses) and com-
munity colleges (15 campuses);

* $275 million for upgrades at
MassArt;

e $100 million for the tran-
sition of campus facilities and
property into housing and
mixed-use developments;

* $80 million for costs asso-
ciated with decarbonization and
energy efficiency;

* $120 million for lab mod-
ernization, projects at commu-
nity colleges to support collabo-
ration with vocational technical
schools, and projects related to
student health and well-being;
and

* $30 million for costs asso-
ciated with developing required
campus master plans.

The remaining $170 million
is authorized for several sepa-
rate items as follows:

* $50 million for a grant pro-
gram administered through the
Executive Office of Adminis-
tration and Finance (A&F) for
general improvements and cli-
mate-related upgrades at public
institutions of higher education;

* $20 million to the Execu-
tive Office of Technology Ser-
vices and Security (EOTSS) for
costs associated with facilitating
or enhancing remote or hybrid
learning at public institutions of
higher education; and

* $100 million for a grant pro-
gram administered by the Exec-
utive Office of Education (EOE)
for improvements to upgrade
and expand career technical ed-
ucation and training programs
(Skills Capital Grants).

Updates to DCAMM
Oversight

e Updates DCAMM’s project
oversight in campus construc-
tion by raising the project dele-
gation threshold from $5 million
to $10 million for state univer-
sities and community colleges,
allowing the Commissioner to
delegate more projects to the
MSCBA for supervision.

e Raises the threshold for
schematic design to $500,000,
exempting smaller repairs and
upgrades from lengthy design
and certification requirements.

Surplus  Campus Property
Process

* Allows DCAMM to dispose
of surplus campus property and
directs all proceeds into a new
Higher Education Property Dis-
position Fund. DCAMM needs
to provide written notice to the
municipalities where the proper-
ty is located. These revenues can
then be reinvested in other cap-
ital projects, including deferred
maintenance, decarbonization,
and other critical repairs, with-
out requiring additional appro-
priations, giving campuses a
sustainable way to reinvest in

their own infrastructure.

* Requires DCAMM to con-
duct a public hearing to consid-
er restrictions for property that
exceeds 2 acres or is 150,000
square feet or greater.

* Anticipates delegating en-
velope/HVAC projects, which
allows for increased decarbon-
ization work.

Improves Education and
Transportation Fund Capital
Financing

* To support investments, the
bill authorizes the State Trea-
surer to issue special obligation
bonds backed by the Educa-
tion and Transportation Fund,
strengthening long-term funding
capacity for capital projects.

e Education and Transporta-
tion Fund revenues pledged for
debt services are protected from
diversion, and Fair Share surtax
rate cannot be reduced while
those revenues are needed for
repayment.

* Clarifies and expands allow-
able uses for the Education and
Transportation Innovation and
Capital Account to include pub-
lic education, affordable higher
education, transportation infra-
structure, and related capital
needs, such as rail, bridges, bi-
cycle pathways, and other public
transportation assets.

Modernizes Massachusetts

State College Building
Authority (MSCBA)

* Allows DCAMM Commis-
sioner to delegate campus con-
struction projects costing up to
$10 million to the MSCBA, in-
creasing it from $5 million.

* Updates MSCBA’s authority
to provide expanded services to
state universities and communi-
ty colleges, including financing
academic, administrative, and
campus infrastructure, as well
as managing decarbonization
and energy efficiency improve-
ments.

* Adds two ex officio non-vot-
ing seats to the MSCBA Board
(one state university president

and one community college
president), increasing member-
ship to 11 and allowing for en-
hanced information sharing.
Bond Issuance &
Debt Structure

* To finance capital improve-
ments, the bill authorizes the
State Treasurer to issue up to
approximately $3.1 billion in
bonds for campus upgrades and
$170 million for grants and tech-
nology services.

* Bonds are backed by Edu-
cation and Transportation Fund
revenues, not the state’s gener-
al obligation capacity, and are
therefore exempt from statutory
debt limits.

Enhances Reporting,
Oversight & Accountability

e Requires annual reporting
from DCAMM, A&F, EOE,
UMass, the state universities,
and the community colleges de-
tailing project status, expendi-
tures, emissions reductions, de-
ferred maintenance addressed,
square footage impacted, and
alignment with campus master
plans.

* Requires additional report-
ing for all deferred maintenance
projects over $50 million within
90 days of the bill’s passage.

Increases Access to Higher

Education Opportunities

* Provides private nonprofit
institutions of higher education
who are designated as federal
minority serving institutions, or
as municipally owned colleges,
access to grant programs that are
currently available to communi-
ty colleges.

e Programs include Mass-
Reconnect, the SUCCESS pro-
gram, and other grant programs
that are run by the Department
of Higher Education.

* Directs DHE to promulgate
regulations accordingly.

The bill passed the House of
Representatives 148-5. It now
goes to the Senate for consider-
ation.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

Shahrampour, Shahin Bennington St 98-100 LLC 100 Bennington St #3 $545,000

Recine, Nico 252 Orient Avenue Irt 252 Orient Ave $1,500,000

Cheng, Yue Mahoney, Brianna 270 Paris St #3 $590,000

Singh, Bipin Bennington St 98-100 LLC 98-100 Bennington St #2 $550,000
tony s

37 MAVERICK SQUARE ® EAST BOSTON ® 617/561-4495
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“This hearing is a step to-
wards trying to understand how
to move forward in an effective
way where we have broad buy-
in from all stakeholders of the
community if there are going
to be impacts to their quality
of life and financial impacts.
Residents deserve to know that
when they walk down their
block, the wires above them
are safe, inspected, and capable
of withstanding increasingly
volatile weather patterns,” said
Councilor Coletta Zapata. “I
look forward to future conver-
sations. Thank you to everyone
who joined to provide their per-
spectives and experiences.”

The Councilors heard from
an administration panel who
provided an overview of the
City’s coordination efforts with
utility companies and the chal-
lenges of undergrounding infra-
structure in densely populated

areas. The Public Improvement
Commission clarified that its
role is limited to reviewing the
location of utility infrastructure
and not determining its appro-
priateness, viability, or neces-
sity. Those assessments fall to
the utility companies and the
State’s Department of Public
Utilities (DPU). Councilor Co-
letta Zapata emphasized the
need for clearer communica-
tion, timely responses, and crit-
ical infrastructure upgrades.
Utility companies present
discussed the challenges of
coordinating multiple utility
projects in the same area and
the importance of clear com-
munication with city agencies.
Eversource and National Grid
shared that undergrounding
wires could cost millions per
mile, with additional costs for
conduits, permits, and exca-
vation. They emphasized the

complexity and high costs in-
volved, noting that municipali-
ties would bear the initial costs.
During the hearing, the utility
companies also addressed the
impact of undergrounding on
utility companies and their op-
erations such as the complexity
and cost of undergrounding,
including the need for addition-
al manholes and engineering
costs.

This docket will remain in
the Committee on City Services
and Innovation Technology. A
recording of the hearing can be
found at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=tCvk_co6PJQ

For additional information
please contact the Office of
Councilor Gabriela Coletta
Zapata by phone at (617) 635-
3200 or by email at gabriela.
ramirez@boston.gov.
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Madaro Family Community Fund hosts annual Thanksgiving Day community dinner

Special to the Times-Free Press

Representative Adrian
Madaro, family, and volunteers
with the Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund had an eventful
Thanksgiving morning prepar-
ing and distributing 850 meals
for neighbors across the East
Boston community.

The halls of the Salesian
Boys and Girls Club bustled
with activity as volunteers pre-
pared hundreds of meals for
pick-up while delivery teams
dropped off over 350 meals to
community seniors. Working
both Wednesday and Thurs-
day, the team assembled meals
including a full Thanksgiving
plate with turkey, fixings, and
dessert.

“In a day and age where food
bills are only going up, I'm
proud to continue this East Bos-
ton tradition that brings togeth-
er our neighbors and provides
meals for members of our com-
munity,” said Representative
Adrian Madaro. “Our Thanks-
giving Day event has become a
tradition for not only my fami-
ly, but families and individuals
across the neighborhood. I am
incredibly thankful for the East
Boston community, and I can

think of no better way than this
to truly get into the spirit of the
holiday.”

Volunteers at the annual
event included State Senator
Lydia Edwards, City Councilor
Gabriela Coletta Zapata, and
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu,
who thanked volunteers and
helped the team greet and hand
out meals to members of the
community.

In addition to the Thanks-
giving Day meals, earlier in the
week the Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund organized the dis-
tribution of over 540 turkeys
throughout the neighborhood.
Distributed by volunteers and
local non-profit groups, the tur-
keys were given out to neigh-
borhood families to give them
the option of preparing their
own holiday dinner from the
comfort of home with their
loved ones.

“Among the many things
I’m thankful for this season,
none of this could have hap-
pened without the hard work
of my team, our volunteers,
and the many businesses and
community organizations that
stepped up to donate and help
out,” said Representative Adri-
an Madaro. “Thank you all for
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Shown are scenes from the annual Madaro Family Community Fund Thanksgiving Day community dinner
that was held at the Salesian Boys and Girls Club.

your hard work and generosity
this holiday season!”

The holiday season isn’t
over for the Madaro Family
Community Fund yet, howev-
er. On Friday, December 12,
the festivities continue with
the annual Eastie’s Elves Toy
Drive! Hosted from

5-8pm at the Hyatt Regen-
cy Logan Airport. Admission
to Eastie’s Elves is one un-
wrapped new toy. Come join
the festivities and help make
the holiday a little brighter for
local kids!
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