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Tree Eastie founder visits 
HVNA and provides updates

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Bill Masterson, the found-
er of Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses on 
planting, maintaining, and ed-
ucating people about the bene-
fits of trees, joined the Harbor 
View Neighborhood Associa-
tion’s (HVNA) monthly meet-
ing last week to review their re-
cent work and upcoming plans. 

Notably, Masterson indicat-

ed that Tree Eastie planted 190 
trees in 2024, which brings the 
organization’s total trees plant-
ed to 499. “So we’ll be plant-
ing our 500th tree this spring, 
which is pretty cool,” he said. 

Moreover, Masterson men-
tioned that Tree Eastie has a 
program in which it will plant 
a tree in your yard for free. The 

Madaro appointed House Chair of 
the Joint Committee on Revenue

East Boston resident running for the Dana-Farber 
Marathon Challenge to raise funds for cancer research 

Special to the Times-Free Press

State Representative Adrian 
Madaro (D-East Boston) has 
been appointed by Speaker 
Ron Mariano (D-Quincy) as 
the House Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Revenue, a key 
legislative committee respon-
sible for reviewing matters re-
lated to state and local taxation, 
revenues, and fiscal policy.

“I am honored to take on this 
new role as House Chair of the 
Joint Committee on Revenue,” 
said Representative Madaro. 
“As Massachusetts continues 

State Rep. Adrian MadaroSee MADARO Page 14

See TREE EASTIE Page 15

Special to the Times-Free Press

 AJ Andreucci of East Bos-
ton, Massachusetts is running 
to defy cancer as a member 
of the Dana-Farber Mara-
thon Challenge team in the 
129th Boston Marathon®.

Andreucci, 33, is an Assis-
tant Dean of Students at Massa-

chusetts College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences. Origi-
nally from Malden, Andreucci 
moved to East Boston in 2021.

 Along with more than 500 
Dana-Farber Marathon Chal-
lenge teammates from across 
the United States and around 
the world, they will run Mas-
sachusetts’ historic marathon 

route from Hopkinton to Bos-
ton to collectively raise $8.5 
million for cancer research at 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.

 This year marks the 36th an-
nual running of the Dana-Far-
ber Marathon Challenge 
(DFMC). One hundred percent 

EAST BOSTON YOUTH BASKETBALL LEAGUE

East Boston Youth Basketball League 7-9-year-olds at the Martin Pino Community Center on March 8. 
Before the exciting match-ups, the League recognized two legendary figures who have been leading the 
organization for decades as friends and mentors to staff, families, and generations of youth. See Pages 8 
and 9 for more photos.

PHOTO BY MARIANNE SALZA

See CHALLENGE Page 14
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PLEASE: NO PUBLIC OR 
UNDERAGE DRINKING ON 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
With the St. Patrick’s Day holiday and traditional South Boston parade ap-

proaching on Sunday, March 16, we urge our public safety officials to plan for 
enforcing the laws which prohibit drinking in public, especially by underage 
drinkers.

A couple of years ago in the aftermath of the South Boston parade, we found 
ourselves in the unfortunate situation of riding the Red Line to the South Shore. 
The trains were packed with highly-inebriated, rowdy, under-age drinkers who 
were drinking openly on the trains and then flinging their empties around the 
train cars, striking other passengers. The platforms resembled war zones, with 
large-scale fights and scores of youths who were passed out left-and-right.

We realize that everyone wants to relax and have a good time on St. Pat-
rick’s Day, but that is no excuse for our public safety officials turning a blind 
eye to underage drinking and drinking in public. In addition, for those of us 
of Irish descent, the perception that being “Irish for a day” means drinking 
heavily is highly-insulting.

It is all-but-inevitable that with the high degree of public intoxication that 
is tacitly permitted by our public safety officials, there will be a tragedy. We 
urge our public officials to take steps ahead of time to stop this annual reign of 
dangerous mass chaos and drunkenness.

If officials in many Florida communities have been able to curb the rowdi-
ness of spring-breakers, we can do so here on St. Patrick’s Day.

THERE’S AN UPSIDE TO OUR
LOUSY PRO SPORTS TEAMS

When we were younger (from when we were kids through our 40s), the 
adrenaline rush from watching one of our local sports teams compete in a big 
game was something we looked forward to.

But now that we’re a “bit” older, the thrill of it all has made us wary of get-
ting too excited, as every long-time diehard Sox, Bruins, Pats, and Celtics fan 
who has had the urge to throw a shoe at the TV screen can attest.

We thought we were unique in our stressed-out sports-mindedness when our 
teams lost a big game, but we recently read of a study in the American Journal 
of Cardiology that found an increase in the rates of cardiovascular deaths (and 
deaths from all causes) in the Los Angeles area when the Rams lost to the 
Pittsburgh Steelers in the 1980 Super Bowl. The death rates were higher on the 
day of the Super Bowl and the following two weeks compared with other days. 

In a study of the 2006 FIFA World Cup, the incidence of cardiac emergen-
cies in Bavaria was 2.66 times higher on days when the German team played, 
according to a study in the New England Journal of Medicine. These events 
were highest in the quarterfinal, when Germany beat Argentina in a penalty 
shootout. 

Most of the cardiac events occurred in the first two hours after the start of 
matches, though the numbers were higher for several hours before and after 
the contests. It should be noted that about 47% of those who had heart attacks 
already had been diagnosed with coronary artery disease -- which means older 
people are more vulnerable to the effects of a big game.

So yes, it’s been sad to watch the pathetic play of the Sox and Pats (and 
now the Bruins) these past few years after their great successes in the era from 
2001-2019. But the upside to their string of last-place finishes is that we can 
watch a game with no hopes and no expectations -- and thus no reason to get 
stressed-out by the outcome.

To be sure, it is not fun to be on the outside looking in, so to speak, when 
other teams are competing for world championships. But on the other hand, 
fewer of us will be taken out on a stretcher to the ER.
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State Senator Lydia Edwards 
(D–East Boston) was named 
Chair of the Joint Committee 
on the Judiciary for the 194th 
Mas-sachusetts Legislative Ses-
sion. As Chair, Senator Edwards 
will also lead one of the most 
criti-cal joint committees in the 
state legislature. The committee 
for-merly handles all matters 
con-cerning crimes, penalties 
and sentencing, criminal offend-
er record information, judiciary, 
in-cluding the recall of judg-
es, the salaries of judges, court 
clerks and court officers of the 
various courts, probation offi-
cers, juries and jury duty, parole, 
registers of deeds.  However, 
many of the constitutional is-
sues, repro-ductive rights, civil 
rights, the UCC, gun rights have 
also been referred to the com-
mittee. 

“I am grateful to Senate 
Pres-ident, Karen Spilka for ap-
point-ing me to this important 
role,” said Senator Edwards. 
“The Judiciary Committee plays 
an important role in drafting 
poli-cies that affect the lives of 
every resident in our Common-
wealth. As chair, I am commit-
ted to advancing justice, equity, 
and fairness in our legal system, 
and ensuring that the voices of 
all communities are heard as we 
continue to move forward”

The Joint Committee on the 
Judiciary reviews a wide range 
of issues including criminal 
law, civil rights, family law, and 
ju-dicial appointments. Senator 
Edwards, before getting elected 
to the Boston City Council in 
2017, has advocated for crimi-
nal justice reform, racial justice, 
immigrant rights, and policies 
that strengthen the rule of law 
while ensuring equal treatment 
for all residents of the Com-
mon-wealth of Massachusetts.

Special to the Times-Free Press

East Boston Central Cath-
olic School (EBCCS) is very 
excited to announce that Aly-
son Rozzi has been named as a 
2025 Carson Scholar.

The Carson Scholars Fund 
was founded in 1994 by 
world-renowned pediatric neu-
rosurgeon Benjamin S. Carson 
and his wife to motivate and 
reward academic excellence in 
young people.

Recipients must be nom-
inated by several educators. 
However, only one student 
may be recommended from an 
individual school annually. The 
candidates must epitomize the 
highest level of academic ex-
cellence with a minimum GPA 
of 3.75 while displaying lead-
ership and humanitarian quali-
ties through community service 
and social justice efforts.

Alyson Rozzi was selected 
as a nominee through a rig-
orous application process at 
East Boston Central Catholic 
in the fall. Qualified students 
from grades 4-8 were asked to 
complete an essay explaining 
why he/she should be named 
to represent EBCCS. Alyson 
was chosen by the five-person 
inner-school panel because of 
her high academic achieve-
ment, integrity, civic and social 
responsibility.

Moving on the national level 
becomes extremely competi-
tive. The Carson Scholarship is 
highly selective open to schol-
ars from across all 50 states and 
Washington, D.C.

Alyson started at East Bos-
ton Central Catholic School in 

preschool and has been an ac-
tive member of the school com-
munity since day one. She ac-
tively participates in the school 
choir and sports clubs, as well 
as, attends Taekwondo classes 
outside of school. She current-
ly serves as a captain in Bosco 
House as part of the EBCCS 
Middle School House program, 
where students learn to take 
on leadership roles, as well as, 
participate in community build-
ing activities in and around the 
school such as volunteering at 
the East Boston Community 
Soup Kitchen every month.

Alyson is now the third EB-
CCS student to win this presti-
gious award. Gabrielle Ribeiro 
won in 2015 and Dante Mi-
nacapilli won in 2021.

EBCCS was established 
in 1974 as the first multi-par-
ish collaborative elementary 
school in the Archdiocese of 
Boston. The school current-
ly serves students from Pre-K 
through Grade 8 from East 
Boston and the surrounding 
communities.

EBCCS is committed to 
guiding our students to become 
a spiritual person, a whole per-
son, a loving person, a respon-
sible person and a hope-filled 
person. We provide an edu-
cation that is formed through 
faith, sustained by family, and 
enriched by wisdom. Upon 
graduation our students are in-
spired to achieve and empow-
ered to serve.

Enrollment for 2025-26 
school year is now open. Please 
visit the school website at EB-
CCS.org to learn more and re-
discover excellence for your 
child.

Congratulations Aly!

LETTER to the Editor

REPRESENTATIVE 
PRESSLEY EARNS 
HIGH MARKS ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCORECARD 

To the Editor,
On February 26, the League 

of Conservation Voters (LCV) 
released the 2024 National En-
vironmental Scorecard, with 
Congresswoman Ayanna Press-
ley, earning a 91% A rating. Our 
senators, Elizabeth Warren and 
Ed Markey earned 100% A+ 
scores. Our nation needs more 
thoughtful leadership on the fed-
eral level, and we are lucky to 
have these three lawmakers rep-
resenting our district and state. 

For 55 years, the Scorecard 
has analyzed the environmental 
records of members of Con-
gress. Massachusetts’ entire 
congressional delegation earned 
A or A+ scores, placing it among 
the highest-ranking delegations 
in the country.  

Massachusetts’ delegation re-
mained dedicated to our collec-
tive values, voting against cuts 
to clean energy investments and 
a House agenda that catered to 
corporate polluters. Their con-
tinued efforts are critical as we 
face escalating federal challeng-
es to our nation’s climate invest-
ments and programs. Our com-
munities, economy, and planet 
are at stake, and I trust that our 
delegation will not let up on the 
fight for a brighter clean energy 
future. 

LCV and its state affiliate, the 
Environmental League of Mas-
sachusetts (ELM) Action Fund, 
applaud champions like Repre-
sentative Pressley, Senator Mar-
key, and Senator Warren, for 
prioritizing urgent climate ac-
tion and the health of our com-
munities.  

The 2024 National Environ-
mental Scorecard is available at 
https://scorecard.lcv.org/. 

Robert Hart 

Alyson Rozzi named as a 2025 Carson Scholar

Alyson Rozzi

EAST BOSTON COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

2025 Annual Meeting
Annual Meeting of the Corporation & Voting 
on Resolution of Members regarding Articles 

of Organization of the Corporation and 
its By-Laws.

Date: April 7, 2025

Time: 4:00 P.M.

Office: 80 Border Street, 3rd Floor 
East Boston, MA 02128

Those members of the corporation entitled to 
vote at the Annual Meeting are those Class C 

stockholders of record as of 5:00 p.m. 
December 31, 2024

FUNCTION FACILITY

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $26.95

Please accept sincere condolences, from the  
Spinelli family and staff. During this difficult time,  
we would like to offer our facility at a specially re-
duced price, for you, your family and friends.

Served Upon Arrival
Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

Buffet Luncheon Menu
Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter
Chicken, Ziti and Broccoli Alfredo
Eggplant Parmigiana
Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

Per 
Person

Above price does not include a 19% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499                   www.spinellis.com

Edwards named Chair of the
Joint Committee on the Judiciary 
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The Cord Foundation to focus on awareness, resources, 
and advocacy to address perinatal health challenges, outcomes

Jaramillo Family launches perinatal health foundation

Crystal, Lucas, and City Councillor-at-Large Juan Pablo Jaramillo.

La familia Jaramillo lanzó una 
fundación para la salud perinatal

Special to the Times-Free Press

Crystal Jaramillo, de Revere, 
y su esposo Juan Pablo Jarami-
llo, concejal general de Reve-
re, anunciaron el lanzamiento 
de The Cord Foundation, una 
organización sin fines de lucro 
501(c)(3). Su misión es sensi-
bilizar a las personas que expe-
rimentan graves problemas de 
salud perinatal, y construir una 
red de apoyo y recursos para las 
familias y mejorar los resulta-
dos perinatales para los padres 
y sus hijos.

En 2022, Crystal fue diag-
nosticada de psicosis pospar-
to (PPP) tras una experiencia 
traumática en el parto de su hijo 
Lucas.

Hospitalizada y en busca de 
tratamiento, Crystal se enfrentó 
a un diagnóstico grave y compli-
cado que es sorprendentemen-
te común, ya que afecta a 1 de 
cada 1.000 nacimientos. Según 
la Clínica Cleveland, la PPP es 
una emergencia de salud mental 
reversible que afecta al sentido 
de la realidad de una persona y 
puede ser peligrosa para el pa-
dre biológico y el niño.

La Dra. Leigh Simmons, mé-
dico de atención primaria del 
Hospital General de Massachu-
setts y miembro del consejo de 
la Fundación The Cord, añadió 
que “el embarazo y el parto son 
acontecimientos físicos, emo-
cionales y sociales complejos 
en la vida de una persona. La 
misión de The Cord de centrarse 

en el apoyo a los nuevos padres 
beneficiará enormemente a las 
familias durante lo que puede 
ser una época de gran estrés. La 
mejor medicina es la medicina 
preventiva, y este modelo apli-
cado a la atención durante el 
embarazo y el posparto es muy 
prometedor para mejorar los re-
sultados sanitarios y sociales.”

Inspirada en la historia peri-
natal de Crystal Jaramillo, que 
incluye el trauma durante el par-
to, la psicosis posparto y la re-
cuperación, la The Cord se creó 
con la misión de “concienciar a 
las personas que experimentan 
graves problemas de salud per-
inatal y crear una red de apoyo 
y recursos para las familias y 
mejorar los resultados perinata-
les para los padres y sus hijos”, 
según su página web.

“Mi historia perinatal no 
es única, pero a menudo sólo 
se habla de historias similares 
cuando ocurre una tragedia. Mi-
les de padres y madres que dan 
a luz, como yo, no se sienten 
escuchados durante su atención 
materna y posparto, lo que a 
menudo se refleja en sus resulta-
dos perinatales y posparto”, dijo 
Crystal Jaramillo. “Existen la-
gunas estructurales a largo pla-
zo en nuestro sistema de aten-
ción materna que crean barreras 
a la atención holística antes y 
durante el parto y a los recur-
sos de salud mental posparto, 
al tiempo que estigmatizan, en 

See JARAMILLO Page 5

Special to the Times-Free Press

Crystal Jaramillo, of Revere, 
and her husband Juan Pablo Ja-
ramillo, announced the launch of 
The Cord Foundation, a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization. Its 
mission is to bring awareness to 
people who experience severe 
perinatal health challenges, and 
to build a network of support 
and resources for families and 
improve perinatal outcomes for 
parents and their children.

In late 2022, Crystal was di-
agnosed with postpartum psy-
chosis (PPP) following a trau-
matic birth experience with her 
son Lucas. Hospitalized and 
seeking treatment, Crystal faced 
a severe and complicated diag-
nosis that is surprisingly com-
mon, affecting 1 in every 1,000 
births. According to the Cleve-
land Clinic, PPP is a reversible 
mental health emergency that 
affects a person’s sense of real-
ity and can be dangerous to the 
birth parent and the child.

Dr. Leigh Simmons, a prima-
ry care provider at Massachu-
setts General Hospital and board 
member of The Cord Founda-
tion, added that “pregnancy and 
childbirth are complex physical, 

emotional, and social events 
in a person's life. The Cord's 
mission to focus on supporting 
new parents will benefit fami-
lies greatly during what can be 
a time of great stress. The best 
medicine is preventive medi-
cine, and this model applied to 
pregnancy and postpartum care 
has great promise for improving 
health and social outcomes.”

Inspired by the Jaramillo’s 
perinatal story, which includes 
birth trauma, postpartum psy-
chosis and recovery, The Cord 
Foundation was created with the 
mission to “bringing awareness 
to people who experience se-
vere perinatal health challenges, 
and to build a network of sup-
port and resources for families 
and improve perinatal outcomes 
for parents and their children” 
according to its website.

“My perinatal journey is not 
unique but it often is only spo-
ken about when tragedy strikes. 
Thousands of birthing parents, 
like me, feel unheard through-
out their maternal and postpar-
tum care and often reflected in 
their perinatal and postpartum 
outcomes,” said Crystal Jara-
millo. ”There are long-term 
structural gaps in our maternal 

care system that create barri-
ers to holistic birthing care and 
postpartum mental health care 
resources while stigmatizing, in 
particular, historically margin-
alized populations. Lucas and I 
fell through those gaps and were 
blessed to have the unwavering 
support of my husband and our 
family throughout my recovery. 
The Cord will address the gaps 
by creating an infrastructure of 
care centered on birthing par-
ents that removes the barriers to 
access that put new families at 
risk.”

The Massachusetts Legisla-
ture passed a maternal health 
bill in the fall but language to 
define conditions like postpar-
tum psychosis offered up Rep. 
O’Day and Senator Lovely 
failed to pass during the legisla-
tive debate.

State Senator Lydia Edwards 
a board member of The Cord 
Foundation said “last session 
the legislature recommitted to 
investing and improving peri-
natal health for all Bay Staters, 
still, maternal health is complex 
and historically misunderstood. 
The Cord's advocacy will help 
policymakers like myself to re-
frame the maternal health con-
versation to the full spectrum of 
care from conception through 
the postpartum stage and to 
bring support and visibility to 
people who have had severe 
perinatal outcomes.”

The Cord will focus its efforts 
on three core tenets: Awareness, 
Resources, and Advocacy.

Awareness – The Cord Foun-
dation amplifies the often-over-
looked realities of traumatic 
perinatal experiences—particu-
larly those shaped by socio-eco-
nomic and racial disparities—
by sharing stories like Crystal’s, 
fostering visibility, and advocat-
ing for improved maternal and 
child health outcomes.

Resources – The Cord Foun-
dation will support better peri-
natal outcomes by connecting 
parents with holistic birthing 
support, essential healthcare 
resources, and long-term post-
partum care, while also aiming 
to provide scholarships, educa-
tional workshops, and advocacy 
to strengthen perinatal care ac-
cessibility and equity.

See HEALTH Page 5

Keynote Speaker: Ed Reiner
Ed Reiner is an experienced 

senior wetland scientist with a 
demonstrated history in the 

environmental services industry. 
He is skilled in ecological 

restoration, wetland restoration, 
coastal vegetation, and 

environmental compliance.

St. John’s Episcopal Parish House
222 Bowdoin Street
Winthrop, MA 02152

Free and open to the public

Friends of Belle Isle Marsh
Annual Meeting
Sun. March 16th, 2-4pm

Please join us! 
• Updates from Board
• Election of Officers
• Refreshments and networking
• Email for more information: contact@friendsofbelleislemarsh.com
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Jaramillo // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

buy one AD get 
SECOND ½ OFF

MARCH

Minimum 8-inch – 2x4 Block
(3.56”-by-4”) ad size for promo.   

Not to be combined with any other promos or discounted 
rates offered by the Independent Newspaper Group.

MADNESS

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 
Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 
Army watches over Everett 
as the snow falls last Friday 
morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do without. Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com 
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to Colombia’s vibrant cul-ture, colors, sounds and dense natural scenery. For this mural at Ashley and Boardman, Ortiz took both of these factors and put them down taking nature’s elements from Eastie.This is not the first time Redgate has com-missioned local artists for work in the commu-nity. The developer hired cross-medium artist Mia Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting which is the signature feature of Addison Street project’s lobby.  Cross, a Boston-based artist who is originally from Framingham – has been featured in numer-ous galleries and exhibits throughout New England and New York, and her work lives in private col-lections throughout Eu-rope and the United States. 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022
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TRASH DELAYDue to the Martin Luther King Holiday on Monday January 17, 2022,Trash will be delayed by one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in Orient Heights knows the area near the Marty Pino Community Center where Ashley Street dumps out onto Boardman can be a dangerous area for pedes-trians and motorists. With a community cen-ter and neighboring Noyes Park hosting hundreds of children each week once the weather gets warm the city has heard enough complaints about the in-tersection to begin trying something different. Since last March the Boston Transportation Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic calming measures includ-ing installing permanent traffic cones to demon-strate the city’s plan to transform the triangular intersection into a more user friendly area for mo-torists and pedestrians. Recently, Redgate, the developers of the 230-unit apartment community on Addison Street, teamed up with the City of Bos-ton’s Tactical Urbanism Initiative to create a safer intersection at Ashley and Boardman streets.Redgate commissioned celebrated Colombian art-ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-fic cones into a work of art. 
Ortiz’s now completed mural incorporates imag-ery of native wildlife from Belle Isle Marsh into a public art piece for all to enjoy while drawing atten-tion to the traffic calming measures that have been deployed by the city. The commissioning of Ortiz was part of a com-munity benefits mitigation package in connection with Redgate’s Addison Street project and was funded through the Addi-son project in collabora-tion with the tactical ur-banism initiative 

“The place we have created at Addison is very welcoming and hopefully inspiring to the artist com-munity, and these won-derful pieces of public art reflect that idea,” said Da-mian Szary, a Principal at Redgate. “Felipe’s street mural not only has created great beauty for all of East Boston to appreciate, but it will actually contribute to improved public safety at the Ashley and Boardman intersection.”Ortiz’s unique murals are a fusion of artistic themes representing the urban scenery from the U.S., its vast landscape, and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston Licensing Board approved plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ restaurant on the corner of Border and Decatur Street inside a commercial space created by NOAH (East Boston Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) as part of its Coppersmith Village project. According to the pro-posal before the Licensing Board last week, Pearl & Lime Restaurant, which will be managed and part-ly owned  by lifelong East-ie resident Vanik Hacopi-an, plans to obtain a seven day all alcoholic license for the planned 3,626 square foot restaurant. At-torney Andrew Upton told the board his clients plan to create 3,071 square feet inside and an additional 555 square foot season-al outdoor patio with 40 seats. Upton said the patio would close by 10 a.m. but the indoor portion of the restaurant would remain open until 1 a.m. “Pearl and Lime is a fresh pan-Latin concept with neighborhood price points and a commit-

ment to being part of the community,” said Upton. “Fresh food and a com-fortable modern atmo-sphere and decor will be the calling cards of this new neighborhood restau-rant. The character and fitness of this applicant is clear. This is the team that’s behind Pearl and Lime in Quincy and are a family friendly, fresh pan-Latin concept that has become a neighborhood fixture and has had no vio-lations or complaints from their neighbors. They’ve proven this concept and are excited about this East Boston location. Further their landlord, NOAH, has chosen this team due to their sensitivity to the res-idents, the neighbors and the community.”The planned restaurant approved last week re-ceived support from City Councilor Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro as well as the Maverick Square Neighborhood As-sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to repre-sent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house clean-ers can write laws: they know as workers, as wom-en, as immigrants and people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and they know when our gov-ernment needs to do more to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-ford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s rent, to live each day breathing in air pol-lution and to worry about tomorrow as the sea levels continue to rise. Together, with our pain and purpose, we will fight for laws and the social conditions that protect people, communi-ties and our planet. I am excited for the journey ahead.”
The election took place across the district during Tuesday’s frigid state gen-eral election and included Wards and Precincts in Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-jtop, the North End, Bea-con Hill, Bay Village, Chinatown, the South End and Cambridgeport. With no Republican challenger on the ballot Edwards’s win was all but guaranteed Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-vere School Committee member Anthony D’Am-brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik Hacopian talks about his new restaurant concept at last week’s Licensing Board hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 
on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 
on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3
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The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 
beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 
Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 
(right) listens as Eugene 
O’Flaherty reads a proc-
lamation honoring the 
Rev. Healy’s outstanding 
service to the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home where he 
served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge
Just a few weeks ago, Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, Peru, where he cared for indige-nous residents in a makeshift clinic in an abandoned warehouse with-out modern tools or electricity.  Making the best of rudimentary resources, he and his team pushed three chairs together to form an exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to provide expert medical care to local patients, many of whom are migrant workers and families of the remote villages in Central and South America.  Seeing firsthand the disparities in healthcare access and technology in non-industrial-ized countries has inspired the pri-mary care sports medicine doctor to do more.
“The nearest hospital for most people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough to have transportation,” says Dr. Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians Group doctor who was introduced to the volunteer program when working as an urgent care phy-sician in New York City several years ago. “In these remote com-munities, we see a lot of dietary, skeletal and muscular issues. We bring what supplies and medica-tions we can with us, but it never feels like enough. More volunteers are needed to meet people where they live and provide the care these residents need to survive.” Dr. Mulroy typically sees patients at the North Shore Physicians Group practice in Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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charlestown

CnC CORnERThe Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development 

Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 

at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences 

building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will 

be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 

Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow 

Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) will be hosting a virtual Impact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-ing on the Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic Avenue project. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 from  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-1Kh to participate. However, the BPDA advised that this meeting will be different from that of a traditional com-munity meeting. As part of the development review process, IAG members work closely with BPDA staff to identify the impacts of a project and recommend appro-priate community benefits to off-set those impacts. IAG meetings prioritize discussion between the developer and IAG members.Developers looking to convert a 60,089 square foot parcel in an industrial corner of Charlestown between Sullivan Square and Somerville into a 25-story mixed-use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency in November. 
The filing for the project at 1 Mystic Ave. triggered a public comment period under the BPDA’s Article 80 Large Project Review and residents can submit com-ments until January 26 at http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/one-mys-tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the BPDA back in January the devel-opers, One Mystic Owner, have made changes to the project after meetings with the community and BPDA. 
When the developer filed its PNF, they looked to construct 695 residential units in a 29 story building with ground food com-mercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site cur-rently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn 
of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 
administration, as well as amid 
an influx of new blood into the 
City Council.

 “I’m really proud of my 
new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 
They really care about the city 
and their neighborhoods. And 
I’m equally proud of the current 
councilors and look forward to 
a productive term working with 
Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 
was unanimously voted in as the 
new council president for a two-
year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 
to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter. 
“Lights in the Necklace” is a 
unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 
trees, in the Emerald Necklace 
will be awash with an emerald 
glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 
celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 
bring visitors together, inspire 
and light the way in challenging 
times. Enjoy the lighting on a 
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 
daily. Also delight in the ten 

(emerAlD necklAce Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and 
District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments
By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
press conference on January 10 
to provide updates on the public 
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 
and Cass have been driven by a 
public health and housing-led 
approach,” Wu said, adding that 
the encampments “are not a safe 
or healthy place for anyone to be 
living.” 

There is no heat or running 
water and fires have broken out 
in the area as people attempt to 
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing 
issues around frostbite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,” 
Wu said. 

The Wu administration has 
surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mAss/cAss Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHYThe entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-
line set by Mayor Michelle 
Wu to clear out the homeless 
encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-
al meeting of the South End, 
Newmarket, Roxbury Working 
Group on Addiction, Recovery, 
and Homelessness on Tuesday, 
Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 
only temporarily remedy the 
problem and the encampments, 
along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working grouP Pg. 4)

By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 
Eliot School are fuming over the 
introduction of the so-called ‘10-
point’ penalty placed on some 
high performing Boston Public 
Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 
exam school like Boston Latin, 
Boston Latin Academy and the 
O’Bryant. 

The Eliot, which serves many 
students from Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 
to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(eliot school Pg. 7)
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By Dan MurphyAs the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn of 
Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-
istration, as well as amid an influx 
of new blood into the City Coun-
cil.

“I’m really proud of my new 
colleagues who just started and 
are off to a strong start. They real-
ly care about the city and their 
neighborhoods. And I’m equally 
proud of the current councilors 
and look forward to a productive 
term working with Mayor Wu,” 
said Flynn, who was unanimously 
voted in as the new council pres-
ident for a two-year term  by his 
fellow councilors during the City 
Council’s first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-
topher A. Iannella Chamber. The Council’s five new mem-

bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-
zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-
or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and 
At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy 
on the Council after Wu was elect-
ed mayor, were on hand for their 
first City Council meeting after 
being sworn in only hours earlier 
at City Hall. 

“The new City Councilors 

BOOK YOUR 
POST ITCall Your 

Advertising Rep(781)485-0588

Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan MurphyAs the owner of Teddy’s on the 
Hill , which is set to open before 
the end of the month in the Bow-
doin Street space that was home 
for more than a century to The 
Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well 
aware that he has been entrusted 
with carrying on the legacy of a 
fabled Boston institution.“What we’re looking to accom-

plish when we open, first and 
foremost, is keeping the nostalgia 
of one of the most iconic spots in 
the city,” he said.  “And second, 
what can we do to give it a breath 
of fresh air for the neighborhood 
and everyone else?”Long before the inception of 

Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a 
more than 20-year veteran of the 
restaurant industry who most recently co-man-aged the now-shuttered Finn McCool’s in the Financial District, was already well acquainted with The Red Hat, which operated at 9 Bowdoin St. from 1907 until last June, as it was a popular destination for restaurant workers.

“I’ve been coming here for years,” said Nicholson. 
“Just being in the industry, it was 
one of the spots we always used to 
go come to after a game or some-
thing, so I had an idea of the what 
the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for 
ownership and thought what bet-
ter spot to do it in than one of the 
most iconic bars in Boston? “If you’re going to be a bear, 

you mind as well be a grizzly,” he 
added.

Working alongside Nicholson 
at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney 
Nunheimer, general manager, bev-
erage director, and self-described 
“jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER

This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently 

turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware 

Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him 

this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend 

with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on the Hill set to take over old Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL AND D. MURPHY
Above, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which 

will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside 
Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)Undecorating continues this weekend!
We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank 

you to those volunteers who began the process last 

weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you 

decorated if possible or the poles near your home. 

We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the 

out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old 

tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA 

office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. 
Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black 

contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 
Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA 

Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs 
Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off 

Undecorating last weekend.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-ally on January 11 for a make-up December meeting, as there was not a quorum of council members to hold a meeting in December.The Council first heard a pre-sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A Centre St., which requested a change in closing hours as well as the removal of language about a shared valet
SEED Chief of Staff Tomas Gonzalez, as well as CEO April Arrasate were on hand to present the proposal and address com-ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s current hours are 11am to 8pm but their original proposal was for 10am to 10pm, so that is what they are proposing now. “We are trying to get in line with our competitors,” Arrasate said, adding that they believe the 
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Showing you...the way home in JP for decades.

Continued on page 4

By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District E13 of the Boston Police De-partment (BPD) hosted its first virtual police and community relations meeting of 2022. The monthly meeting, which is car-ried out virtually over Zoom, is an opportunity for members of the public to learn about local crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John Dougherty provides Part One crime data assembled by the Bos-ton Regional Intelligence Center. Part One crimes are the most se-rious, and don’t include offenses like vandalism, drug dealing or possession of firearms.Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-trito E13 del Departamento de Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó su primera reunión virtual de rel-aciones comunitarias y policiales de 2022. La reunión mensual, que se lleva a cabo virtualmente a través de Zoom, es una oportuni-dad para que los miembros del público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la aplicación de la ley.En cada reunión, el Sgto. John Dougherty proporciona datos so-bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-unidos por el Centro Regional de Inteligencia de Boston. Los delitos de la Parte Uno son los más graves y no incluyen el van-dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time outside  around Jamaica Pond (above) or fighting the cold with some hot coffee, (right) and, of course,  playing in the snow as can be seen on Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced this month the City of Boston, in collaboration with the Core Empowerment Social Justice Cannabis Museum in Jamaica Plain, will offer a series of free introductory informational ses-sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-ary 18 on the cannabis industry and entrepreneurship for those who intend to operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston. Wu said the objective of these January sessions is to increase the number of equity owned cannabis business licensees and applicants in the City of Boston. “As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to uplift the communities that have lived the harms of previous mar-ijuana laws and enforcement,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-courage all interested entrepre-neurs to use these resources to ensure equitable growth for this emerging industry.”In November of 2019, the City of Boston passed an “Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regula-tion of the Cannabis Industry,” which requires the development of procedures and policies that encourage participation in the regulated cannabis industry by communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

All month longAll month long
Call the office at (781) 485-0588 

with any questions

OR REACH US ONLINE AT
MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM – MAUREEN DIBELLA

CHARLESTOWNADS@HOTMAIL.COM – SIOUX GEROW
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM — DEB DIGREGORIO 

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-cil listened intently Mon-day night as Brian Dakin, construction manager for the new Revere High School project, gave a de-tailed presentation on all aspects of the project, from the timeline for design and construction, to the costs, and the three construction options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide presentation to comple-ment his remarks. For the parents of schoolchildren watching at home, it had to be breathtaking to view the incredible plans for the potential $394 million project. State reimburse-ment would be about $163 million.
“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo announced Revere will ob-serve Martin Luther King Day with “A Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.”, a multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between Revere Public Schools and the City’s Human Rights Commission that will fea-ture music, discussion, and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-vere  and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Council-or Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first wom-an and the first person of color to represent the dis-trict.  
“I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to 
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Council hears presentation on new Revere High School project

Arrigo announces grant program to support local businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new 
Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY CENTERS
Cambridge Health Al-liance (CHA) Women’s Health Centers have a new name. All three cen-ters in Cambridge, Somer-ville and Revere are now called CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers. CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers fo-cus on providing safe and equitable gynecological, reproductive health as well as prenatal and post-natal care. “We care about all of our patients, every day,” said Kate Harney, MD, CHA’s chief of ob-stetrics and gynecology. In 2021, CHA’s Labor, Delivery and Postpar-tum services were named among the top 100 in the country by Newsweek magazine. This recogni-tion, along with a Leap-frog A grade and distin-guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying 

or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling 

agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for 

you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur508.677.5570Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public playground at the Susan B Anthony Complex was empty, filled with snow, instead of playful students Friday morning as Thursday evening’s storm continued to blanket the City Friday morning. 
Shown right, a resident awaits an Uber in the snow.Shown below, early morning on Union Street as the snow starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes Senator-Elect Edwards following election

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional Vocational High School Committee member An-thony Caggiano is urging Revere residents to vote on Jan. 25 in favor of the new high school project that is being planned for the current site in Wake-field.
The referendum will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the St. Anthony’s Church bingo hall. New Elections Commissioner Paul Fahey will oversee the election in Revere. The other 11 com-munities in the district will also be voting on Jan. 25.“The vibes that [North-east] Supt. David DiBarri and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is that they seem very sup-portive of the building of a new [Northeast] high school,” said Caggiano.Caggiano said con-struction costs for the new school would be $317 million, of which the state reimbursement is $141 million. He said that Re-vere’s share of the project would be approximately $1.8 million per year for 20 years.
“The new high school would be built on top of the hill on the Northeast campus where the football field [Breakheart Stadium] is,” said Caggiano. “Once construction is finished, the old school would be demolished. We would then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old school.”
The new Northeast Re-gional high school would have an enrollment of 1,600 students, an increase from the current enroll-ment of 1,300 students.“Revere currently has the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-rigo and the Revere De-partment of Planning and Community Develop-ment (DPCD) announced $415,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to es-tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-gram is aimed at microen-terprises and aims to help those small entrepreneurs as they withstand the con-tinued pressures of operat-ing in a COVID environ-ment. Micro-enterprises are defined as businesses 
See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 
rising number of COVID 
cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 
towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 
we all enjoyed over the 
summer months. 

According to the Direc-
tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 
Clinical Services

Meredith Hurley, RN, 
MPH, the weekly positive 
test rate jumped 82 percent 
when comparing the week 
ending January 1 with the 
week ending December 25.

For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 
residents were tested for 
COVID and 15.8 percent 
were found to be positive. 
This was an 82 percent 
spike from the 8.7 percent 
that tested positive the 
week prior. 

Six percent more resi-
dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 
January 1 so it seems the 
Omnicron variant, which 
makes up nearly all new 
cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 
town. 

The number of con-
firmed cases jumped from 
280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 
Committee met on Jan. 10, 
where the dominant theme 
of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 
to be attended by newly 
elected Town Council Pres. 
James Letterie and School 
Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 
Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 
and members Gus Martucci 
and Suzanne Swope.

Supt. Lisa Howard con-
gratulated and welcomed 
the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-
ed a level of student and 
staff absences never before 
seen in the district. The 
town had predicted a spike 
due to holiday gatherings, 
especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 
rise, but nothing like this.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the 
district was missing 446 
students (almost a quarter 
of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 
While the student absences 
seemed to level off in the 
following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 
$5,000 grant award from 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation for 
FKO’s scholarship program 
to cover tuition costs for 
families in need.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this generous grant 
which expanded access to 
safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 
for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
FKO Executive Director. 
100% of grant funding was 
used to provide scholarship 
assistance that allows low 
and moderate income and 
at-risk school-aged youth 
from Winthrop access to 
quality out-of-school time 
enrichment.

FKO collaborates with 
Winthrop Public Schools 
and other community and 
government partners to 
design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 
of local youth. Through its 
longstanding contract with 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care, FKO provides 
low-income families with 
subsidized programming 
and through its contract 
with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 
Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect, living 
in foster care, or exposed 
to trauma. Together, these 
collaborations help FKO 
connect Winthrop youth to 
safe, healthy enrichment 
opportunities.

With this generous fund-
ing from the East Boston 
Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation FKO will con-
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Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 
2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 
appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 
dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 
prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 
home in one of the most beautiful 
tree-lined streets in East Milton. 
This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 
street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 
space is yours in this beautifully 
renovated single-family home 
on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens
617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 
home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 
This home features 15 rooms, 7 
bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 
throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 
of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000
Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 
the Street from the Ocean 
with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 
rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 
so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 
Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 
lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 
garage! This home features 
10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 
full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET
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See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 
Terence Delehanty and the 
Town of Winthrop wish 
to provide residents with 
an update on property tax 
bills.

Due to a software er-
ror, third-quarter tax bills 
displayed a 2021 assessed 
value on tax bills rather 
than the 2022 values they 
should have displayed. 
However, the amount due 
listed on individual bills is 
correct.

The Town of Winthrop 
has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 
caused by this error, and 
encourage residents to 
reach out if they have any 
questions,” Delehanty said. 
“However, they should 
rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 
WPS sees historic 
staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Bowdoin Street may have 
showed signs of a wintery 
cold day on the outside, but 
all are warmly welcomed 
inside.
Shown right, Matteo Cantu 
was out with his dad Dane, 
building a snow castle.
Shown below, residents 
make their way Winthrop’s 
boat launching ramp for a 
boat ride. See more photos 
on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 
The COVID 19 virus continues to spread across the North End and the surrounding area with 2 out of every 10 residents tested for the virus last week turning out to be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate citywide as Boston hospitals deal with the latest surge. According to the weekly report released Monday by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC), 3,278     North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and Downtown residents were tested and 22 percent were posi-tive. This was a 46 percent increase from the 15.1 percent that tested positive between December 27 and January 3. The weekly positive test rate is up 127 percent in the area since December 27. Seven hundred twenty-one additional residents have been infected with the virus between January 3 and January 10 and the total number of cases in the area increased to 6,419 cases overall since the pandemic began.
(coViD Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make 

a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston 

Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.
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By John Lynds
Tuesday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to represent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cambridge, Revere and Winthrop for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house cleaners can write laws: they know as workers, as women, as immigrants and people of color, about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government needs to do more to guarantee their rights and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what it’s like to be unable to afford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(eDWArDs Pg. 11)Area’s COVID positive test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now Senator-Elect Edwards

THE
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particular, a las poblaciones his-
tóricamente marginadas. Lucas 
y yo caímos en esas lagunas y 
tuvimos la suerte de contar con 
el apoyo inquebrantable de mi 
esposo y nuestra familia duran-
te mi recuperación. The Cord 
abordará esas lagunas creando 
una infraestructura de atención 
centrada en los padres que dan a 
luz, que elimine las barreras de 
acceso que ponen en peligro a 
las nuevas familias”.

El Cordón centrará sus es-
fuerzos en tres principios bási-
cos: Concienciación, Recursos 
y Defensa.

Concienciación - La Funda-
ción Cord amplifica las realida-
des a menudo pasadas por alto 
de las experiencias perinatales 
traumáticas, en particular las 
que están marcadas por dispa-
ridades socioeconómicas y ra-
ciales, compartiendo historias 
como la de Crystal, fomentando 

la visibilidad y abogando por la 
mejora de los resultados de la 
salud materna e infantil.

Recursos - La Fundación 
Cord apoyará la mejora de los 
resultados perinatales ponien-
do en contacto a los padres con 
apoyo holístico para el parto, 
recursos sanitarios esenciales y 
atención posparto a largo plazo, 
al tiempo que pretende ofrecer 
becas, talleres educativos y de-
fensa para reforzar la accesibili-
dad y la equidad de la atención 
perinatal.

Abogacía - La Fundación 
Cord abogará por ampliar la 
atención perinatal y el apoyo 
posparto, concienciando sobre 
problemas como la psicosis pos-
parto y los partos traumáticos, al 
tiempo que presiona para que se 
tomen medidas legislativas que 
mejoren la detección precoz y 
la protección de los padres que 
dan a luz.

Entre los miembros funda-
dores de la junta se encuentran: 
Crystal Jaramillo, así como la 
Dra. Leigh Simmons, la sena-
dora estatal Lydia Edwards y 
Niles Welch. La Dra. Simmons 
es formadora de estudiantes de 
medicina y dirige las prácti-
cas de medicina interna de los 
estudiantes de la Facultad de 
Medicina de Harvard en el Hos-
pital General de Massachusetts. 
Welch es miembro fundador de 
Beantown Law Group, LLC y 
residente en Revere. La sena-
dora

Edwards se ha dedicado a la 
formulación de políticas desde 
2017, cuando fue elegida para 
el Consejo de la Ciudad de Bos-
ton, y luego se unió al Senado 
Estatal de Massachusetts en 
2021.

Para mas informacion visita 
thecordfoundation.org

EDWARDS INTRODUCES MARKEY AT TOWN HALL EVENT

On Saturday, March 8, at Malden High School, Sen. Ed Markey held a town hall event. More than 1,000 people showed up (above left) to hear Markey. Sen. Lydia Edwards (above 
right) was honored to introduce Markey to the stage. Edwards said, “At a time when chaos and dysfunction dominate the highest levels of government, we need steady, experi-
enced leaders who fight for justice, equity, and working families. Senator Markey has always been that leader—standing up for our communities, protecting our rights, and deliv-
ering real results for our communities. I am grateful for his commitment to Massachusetts and proud to stand with him in this fight!”

Health // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Advocacy – The Cord Foun-
dation will advocate for expand-
ed perinatal care and postpartum 
support, raising awareness of 
issues like postpartum psycho-
sis and traumatic births while 
pushing for legislative action 
to improve early screening and 
protections for birthing parents.

The founding board mem-

bers include: Crystal Jaramillo, 
as well as Dr. Leigh Simmons, 
State Senator Lydia Edwards, 
and Niles Welch. Dr. Simmons 
is a medical student educator 
and directs the internal medi-
cine clerkship for Harvard Med-
ical School students at Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital. 
Welch is a founding member of 

Beantown Law Group, LLC and 
a Revere resident. Senator Ed-
wards has been a policy maker 
since 2017 when she was elect-
ed to the Boston City Council, 
then joined the Massachusetts 
State Senate in 2021.

For more information, please 
visit thecordfoundation.org.
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To place a memoriam in the 
Times-Free Press, please call 

781-485-0588

GSNA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ralph “Buddy” Iannelli, Jr.
A man of unwavering Christian faith and a beloved 

husband, father, grandfather, brother and friend
Nicholas J. Coviello

A proud pillar of the East Boston community
Ralph “Buddy” Iannelli, 

went home to be with the Lord 
on March 3, 2025, after a cou-
rageous battle with cancer. He 
passed away peacefully, sur-
rounded by his loving family, 
whom he cherished deeply.

Buddy was the son of the 
late Ralph Iannelli and Elaine 
Kitchell of East Boston.

He is survived by his devoted 
wife, Gina Iannelli, with whom 
he shared nearly 45 years of 
marriage. Together, they built 
a life filled with love, faith and 
family. He

leaves behind his daugh-
ters, Tanya Doherty and Tara 
Iannelli, both of Lynn and his 
cherished grandchildren: Jay-
la Barton, CJ Barton and Isa-
bella Doherty. Buddy is also 
survived by his brother, John 
Iannelli, and his brother-in-
law, Daniel Brennan and his 
wife, Corrine of Andover. He 
was the brother-in-law of Joni 
Dimarzo and Mike Beamer of 
East Boston and father-in-law 
to Richard Doherty of Lynn. 
He also leaves behind many 
beloved nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, and dear friends. He was 
predeceased by his sister, Jo-
anne Sacco. 

Buddy worked for many 
years as a painter and wall-
paper specialist until his re-
tirement. However, his most 
meaningful role in life, beyond 
being an amazing husband and 
father, was serving the Lord. A 
man of unwavering Christian 
faith, Buddy was a dedicated 
servant and an active member 
of Crossroad Christian Fellow-

ship Church. He found joy and 
purpose in sharing the word of 
God, touching the lives of ev-
eryone he met.

Outside of his faith and fam-
ily, Buddy had a passion for 
fitness and worked out daily. 
He also loved playing pool and 
bocce, even more so when he 
won, but his greatest

joy came from spending time 
with his loved ones.

Family and friends gath-
ered for visiting hours on Sun-
day, March 9 at Conway, Ca-
hill-Brodeur Funeral Home, 82 
Lynn St., Peabody. A Funeral 
Service was held on Monday, 
March 10 at the same location.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations may be made in 
Buddy’s name to Crossroad 
Christian Church, Inc., c/o 34 
Pleasant Street, No. Reading, 
MA. 01864

Buddy’s love, faith, and 
kindness will live on in the 
hearts of all who knew him.

Nicholas John 
Coviello was born in 
East Boston on Sep-
tember 18, 1934 to 
Nicholas and Phyl-

lis (Staffier) Coviello. He died 
on March 2, 2025, at 90 years 
old, surrounded by his loving 
family at the Kaplan Family 
Hospice House in Danvers. He 
remained a proud pillar of the 
East Boston community for his 
entire life.

When he was just 17, he 
enlisted in the United States 
Navy. His time in the Navy 
was a point of immense pride 
and he often shared stories of 
his adventures including travel-
ing all around the world and to 
Antarctica as part of Operation 
Deep Freeze, where his unit 
was the first to explore since 
Admiral Byrd’s Expedition. He 
was so proud of his service and 
would often insist that he wore 
glasses because of snow-blind-
ness caused by his journey to 
Antarctica. He received the 
National Defense Service Med-
al for honorable service during 
the Korean War and the Navy 
Good Conduct Medal. Honor-
able service and good conduct 
would be a hallmark of his en-
tire life.

When he returned to East 
Boston, he met and married the 
love of his life, Laura (Hender-
son) Coviello. Through good 
times and rough times, they 
stood by one another, supported 
one another, and loved one an-
other unconditionally for near-
ly 66 years of marriage. Laura 
always told her family that she 
got the best man there was to 
be her partner in life. Everyone 
who knew him agreed that God 
broke the mold when he made 
Nick.

He was the proud and always 
supportive father of Deborah 
Barker, Sandra Colantonio and 
her husband, Mark, all of East 
Boston and was predeceased 

by his son, Nicholas, formerly 
of East Boston. He was the be-
loved brother of Camille Giac-
obelli and her husband, Charles 
of Malden, Robert Coviello and 
his wife, MaryEllen of Arling-
ton, and was predeceased by 
his sister, Frances Carpinelli of 
East Boston. He was the adored 
grandfather of Amanda Bark-
er-Santiago and her husband, 
Joseph of Peabody, Alicha Mar-
calo and her husband, Kenny of 
North Reading, Laura Pari of 
Everett, Jaclyn Pari of Salem 
and Christopher Colantonio of 
East Boston and the cherished 
great-grandfather of Alexan-
dria, Jacob, Drayven, Kayson, 
Scarlett, Nicole, Grace, Nich-
olas and Jackson. He is also 
survived by many loving niec-
es, nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews.

Papa Nick, as he was affec-
tionately known in East Boston, 
was a proud member of the Lo-
cal 6 Pipefitter’s Union until he 
retired. Papa had a way of mak-
ing everyone around him feel 
loved, cherished, and import-
ant, whether it was with a warm 
smile, a listening ear, or a play-
ful tease. Even when he called 
you by the wrong name, he 
still managed to make you feel 
like you were top of his mind 
and the most important person 

in the room. Even though he 
had unending patience, he was 
the most reliable person you 
knew, and always seemed to 
just make the right decisions, 
he still managed to never make 
you feel judged, even when 
every decision you made was 
objectively the wrong one. His 
love was quiet, but fierce and 
so deep. He was slow to anger 
and quick to forgive. When one 
of his grandkids won an award, 
or scored a touchdown, or had 
a baby, he wore that pride so 
openly. He kept everyone’s se-
crets and supported everyone’s 
dreams, sometimes publicly 
and sometimes privately. No 
one ever had to feel like they 
didn’t have a father, because 
he was a father to all of us. He 
showed us what a dedicated 
family man looked like.

Papa, we will be forever 
heartbroken that you are gone 
but know that you are in a bet-
ter place. We will nurture the 
memories that we have of you 
and are so grateful that our 
children had the time they did 
with you. We all love you to the 
moon and back. Though you 
are no longer here in person, 
you will live on forever in our 
memories and guide our choic-
es.

You lived to be 90 years old, 
yet those around you feel like 
they were cheated because you 
died too young. That is proof 
of a life well-lived. You will 
be desperately missed until we 
meet again. How do you say 
goodbye to the best man you 
will ever know?

Services to celebrate Nicho-
las’ life were held privately.

To send online condolenc-
es, please visit www.vertuc-
ciosmithvazza.com.

Funeral arrangements en-
trusted to the care and direc-
tion of the Vertuccio Smith & 
Vazza, Beechwood Home for 
Funerals, Revere.

OBITUARIES

In Loving Memory of 
Jennifer M. Casey

2.21.1981- 3.10.2005

We all Love & Miss you Fafa, 

Memorial Mass will be held on 
Saturday, April 5 @ 4pm

St. John’s Church, 320 Winthrop St. , Winthrop, 02152

We thought of you with love today,
But that is nothing new.

We thought about you yesterday
And days before that, too.
We think of you in silence.
We often speak your name.

Now all we have are memories
And your picture in a frame.
Your memory is our keepsake
With which we’ll never part.
God has you in his keeping.
We have you in our hearts.
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Beth Ann Scapicchio, a 
beacon of love and kindness, 
passed away peacefully on 
March 6, 2025, in New Hamp-
shire, at the age of 60.

Born in Boston on October 
8, 1964, Beth’s life was a testa-
ment to her selfless nature and 
her unwavering commitment 
to those she held dear. Beth’s 
early years in Boston laid the 
foundation for a life filled with 
compassion and service to oth-
ers. Her journey led her to be-
come the assistant director for 
Prospect House Assisted Liv-
ing and Memory Care, where 
her dedication to the well-being 
of the residents was evident in 
all she did. Her work was not 
just a job but a calling, as she 
poured her heart into ensuring 
that each individual felt valued 
and cared for.

She leaves behind a leg-
acy of love and devotion to 
her beloved husband, Richard 
Scapicchio, with whom she 
shared a life full of joy and part-
nership. Her children, Lindsey 
McGuinness and her husband. 
Kenny and Nicholas Altimari, 
will forever cherish the mem-
ories and the unconditional 
love their mother bestowed 
upon them. Beth’s sister, Shei-
la Welch, will miss the bond of 
sisterhood they shared, filled 
with laughter and support.

Beth’s life was marked by 
her loving, kind and selfless 
nature. She had an extraordi-
nary ability to touch the hearts 
of those around her, leaving 
a lasting impact on family, 
friends and the many lives she 
touched through her work. Her 
spirit and the love she shared 

will continue to resonate with 
all who knew her, as her mem-
ory lives on as a guiding light 
of compassion and grace.

 Family and friends will 
honor Beth’s life by gathering 
at the Ruggiero Family Me-
morial Home, 971 Saratoga 
Street, East Boston, on Thurs-
day, March 13th from 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. before leaving in 
procession to Sacred Heart Par-
ish, East Boston, for a Funeral 
Mass celebrating her life at 11 
a.m. Services will conclude 
with Beth being laid to rest at 
Holy Cross Cemetery, Malden.

In honoring the family’s 
wishes, in lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be made 
to Crohn’s & Colitis Founda-
tion, National Headquarters, 
ATTN: Financial Operations, 
733 Third Avenue, Ste. 510, 
New York, NY 10017. For 
more information please visit 
www.ruggieromh.com.

Anna (Ann) M. (Visco) 
Belmonte of Winthrop passed 
away comfortably at her home 
on March 6th, in her 95th year, 
surrounded by her family.

She was the loving wife of 
the late Aldo Belmonte, a role 
she cherished deeply. Ann was 
the devoted mother of Steven 
Belmonte and his wife, Eliane, 
Anita Belmonte and the late 
Robert Durante, Dianne Bel-
monte and her partner, Peter 
Hebert and loving grandmother 
of Stella DeAlbuquerque-Mon-
talvao, all of Winthrop. She 
was predeceased by her be-
loved parents, Filomeno and 
Assunta Visco, her dear sib-
lings: sister, Florence and her 
husband, Angelo Serafini and 
her brothers: Alphonse Vis-
co and Anthony and his wife, 
Nancy Visco; loving aunt of 
Gloria and Frank Giamman-
co of Boston, Dan and Karen 
Serafini of South Carolina, An-
thony Visco of Saugus, Linda 
Visco of Saugus, and the late 
Rhonda and Richard Serafi-
ni of East Boston; cherished 
great-aunt of Michelle Sousa 
and her husband, Virgil, Lisa 
Giammanco, Jennifer Giangre-
gorio, Melissa Giangregorio, 
Ralph and Stacey Giangrego-
rio, Laura Visco, Michelle Vis-
co and Tylor Sousa. Ann leaves 
behind many dear cousins and 
treasured friends, her extended 
family, whom she loved dearly. 

Ann was a devoted mother 
who loved raising her fami-
ly and spending time with her 
nieces and nephews. She loved 
people and warmly welcomed 
everyone to her home. Ann was 
a terrific cook who enjoyed 

hosting many holiday gather-
ings and the annual 4th of July 
celebrations with family and 
friends. Ann had a fondness for 
old movies, with Now Voyag-
er, An Affair to Remember, and 
Moonstruck being among her 
favorites. She held dear spend-
ing time on her deck surround-
ed by family, friends, and her 
beloved Mr. Buddy.

Full of love, laughter and re-
silience, she touched the lives 
of all who knew her. She was 
a wonderful mother who was 
there when we needed her 
most, offering abundant sup-
port, wisdom and love. She was 
our shining star, always a smile 
on her face and an appreciation 
for life.  Ann will be deeply 
missed but her love, kindness, 
and wonderful sense of humor 
will forever stay in our hearts.

Ann’s funeral services have 
passed. Please go to www.
ruggieromh.com for more in-
formation. In lieu of flowers, 
please make donations in Ann’s 
name to St. Jude’s Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Place, Memphis, TN 38105

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

To place a memoriam in the Times-Free 
Press, please call 781-485-0588

Robert “Robbie” Carrillo
Of East Boston

Beth Ann Scapicchio
She was a beacon of love and kindness

Anna (Ann) Belmonte
Full of love, laughter and resilience, she touched the 

lives of all who knew her
Robert P. “Robbie” Carrillo 

of East Boston, passed away 
on March 7, 2025 at 60 years 
of age.

Cherished son of the late 
Salvatore and Clara (Amodeo) 
Carrillo, he was the devoted fa-
ther of Robyn Carrillo of East 
Boston, dear brother of Sal-
vatore “Rudy” Carrillo Jr. of 
Medford, Ronald Carrillo of 
Revere, Kim Carrillo of East 
Boston, and the late Anthony 
“Tony” Carrillo and John “Jay” 

Carrillo and the adored Papa 
of Kayla and K.Jay. He is also 
survived by many loving niec-
es, nephews and cousins.

Family and friends will hon-
or Robbie’s life by gathering 
at the Ruggiero Family Me-
morial Home, 971 Saratoga 
Street, East Boston, for a me-
morial visitation on Saturday, 
March 22nd from 12 to 3 p.m. 
To leave an online condolence, 
visit www.ruggieromh.com.



Page 8 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, March 12, 2025

Photos by Marianne Salza

East Boston Youth Basket-
ball League (EBYBL) recog-
nized two legendary figures 
who have been leading the 
organization for decades as 
friends and mentors to staff, 
families, and generations of 
youth on March 8, at the Martin 
Pino Community Center. Vol-

unteer coaches, John Forbes -- 
who is celebrating his 50th year 
of service -- and Michael Gae-
ta -- recognized for 40 years 
-- were presented plaques of 
appreciation to commemorate 
their impactful dedication to 
the community. 

“It was a surprise. I was sur-
rounded by friends, family, and 

my basketball family. It’s awe-
some,” said Forbes, EBYBL 
founder, whose five children 
and 13 grandchildren have all 
participated in the program. 
“It’s been a lot of fun watching 
kids grow into adults over the 
years. It means a lot. The staff 
at the Community Center are 
awesome.”

EAST BOSTON YOUTH BASKETBALL LEAGUE

Terry, Michael, Peter, Billy, John, and Mary Forbes.

East Boston Youth Basketball League 7-9-year-olds at the Martin Pino 
Community Center on March 8.

East Boston Youth Basketball League coaches, Michael Gaeta and 
John Forbes.

Martin Pino Community Center staff: William Marchi, William Allen, Julie DeLeo, Michael Gaeta, John 
Forbes, Lauren Logan, Joseph Weddleton, Michael Brennan, Tony Gallotto, and John Ortiz. Lauren Logan, Director, Martin Pino Community Center.



Wednesday, March 12, 2025 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Page 9

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm;    
Sun: 8am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, MARCH 13TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY MARCH 19TH 2025

Best Yet Imported Cooked Ham .................. $5.99/lb
Carando Prosciutto ..................................... $12.99/lb
Dietz & Watson Black Forest 
Smoked Turkey Breast ............................... $10.99/lb
Land O' Lakes American Cheese ................... $5.99/lb
Corner Shop Golden Roasted 
Chicken Breast .................................................$7.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, March 14th through Sunday, March 16th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh Leafy Green Cabbage ..............................49¢/lb
Fresh Tender Green Asparagus ....................$1.99/lb
Tropical Golden Sweet Pineapples ...................$2.99
Fresh & Sweet Greenhouse 
Grown Orange Bell Peppers .......................... $2.99/lb
Fresh & Sweet Greenhouse 
Grown Yellow Bell Peppers ............................ $2.99/lb
All Purpose Yellow Onions 2 lb bag ....................$1.29
Fresh & Sweet Seedless Clementine's 3 lb bag .....$3.99

BAKERY
Ciabatta Bread ....................................................$2.99
Our Own Brownies Chocolate Chip or Walnut......$3.99

DELI
Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast ..................... $6.99/lb

PRODUCE
Fresh & Sweet Premium Seedless Red Grapes ....$1.99/lb
Fresh & Sweet Premium Seedless Green Grapes ..$1.99/lb

MEAT
Grade A Boneless Chicken Breast ..............$2.99/lb

GROCERY
Bet Yet Ice Cream ...........................................2/$6.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

We will have point and flat cut 
corned beef available for St. Patrick’s Day

London Broil Beef Shoulder Steaks ........... $4.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters ....................$1.09/lb
Grade A Boneless Chicken Thighs ..............$2.99/lb
Oscar Mayer Bacon 16 oz ................................ $6.99
Al Fresco Chicken Sausages ....................... 2/$8.00
Matlaws Stuffed Clams .................................... $6.99

Chicken of the Sea Solid White Canned Tuna ...10/$10.00
Celeste Pizza ............................................. 10/$10.00
Life Cereal ........................................................2/$4.00
Best Yet K-Cups .................................................$3.99
Capri Sun Drinks 10 pk .................................2/$6.00
Barilla Pasta ....................................................4/$5.00

(ex: gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready)
Classico Pasta Sauce ....................................2/$4.00
Mott's Applesauce 6 pk ................................2/$6.00
Snack Pack Puddings ......................................4/$5.00
V-8 Splash  ......................................................2/$6.00
McCain's French Fries ...................................2/$6.00
Kellogg's Eggo Waffles ...................................2/$6.00

(ex: Thick & Fluffy)
Planet Oat Milk ............................................... 2/$5.00
Hood Cottage Cheese 5.3 oz ........................4/$5.00
Oui French Style Yogurt ................................ 2/$3.00

Bakery
White Pizza Dough .......................................... 2/$5.00
Juniors Lil Fella Cheese Cakes.......................2/$6.00
5" Boston Cream Cake ........................................$6.99

EAST BOSTON YOUTH BASKETBALL LEAGUE

 East Boston Youth Basketball League families gathering in celebrat-
ing of coaches, John Forbes and Michael Gaeta, on March 8

Shown are scenes from the East Boston Youth Basketball League 
7-9-year-olds at the Martin Pino Community Center on March 8.
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Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu, the 
City of Boston’s Human Ser-
vices Cabinet, and Boston 
Centers for Youth & Families 
(BCYF) announced applica-
tions are now open for the lat-
est round of Swim Safe Boston 
grants to support non-profit 
organizations in Boston that 
provide free swim lessons for 
youth. The $250,000 in grant 
funding continues the City’s 
commitment to ensuring fami-
lies have access to affordable, 
beginner-level swim lessons 
for kids. In 2024, Swim Safe 
provided lessons to over 6,000 
youth, and since its launch 
under Mayor Wu in summer 
of 2023 has provided lessons 
to 8,100 kids. Swim Safe is 

part of Mayor Wu’s Connect, 
Learn, Explore: Commitment 
to Youth, a commitment to 
giving Boston youth an oppor-
tunity to explore and discover 
their passions. The funding to 
support swim instruction builds 
off the Mayor’s commitment to 
ensure all Boston youth learn to 
swim and can safely enjoy our 
City’s coastline and pools.

“Swimming is a great sum-
mertime activity in the City 
of Boston and a critical skill 
year-round.  We’re continuing 
our commitment to affordable 
swimming lessons through the 
Swim Safe Program, ensuring 
that our families have the skills 
they need to safely enjoy our 
City’s pools and coastline,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I 
encourage all of our aquatic 

partners to apply for a Swim 
Safe grant to continue our dedi-
cation to safe summer fun.”

Interested Swim Safe grant 
applicants should carefully re-
view the application materials 
and fill out this application to 
be considered for a Swim Safe 
grant. The application is avail-
able through the city’s Swim 
Safe website: boston.gov/
swim-safe. Awardees must be 
non-profit organizations that 
either operate aquatics facili-
ties or have a partnership with 
an aquatics facility that is lo-
cated in the City of Boston. 
The grant application will close 
at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, March 
31, 2025. 

“This latest round of grant 
funding will help us ramp up 
availability of free lessons go-
ing into the summer months 
when demand is highest,” said 
Human Services Chief José F. 
Massó. “Through these les-
sons and the ones offered by 
BCYF we are making sure that 
a whole generation of youth are 
learning how to be safe around 
water.”

As a coastal city with numer-
ous pools and natural bodies of 
water, Boston families have an 
array of opportunities to enjoy 
water recreation. Swim Safe is 
focused on removing barriers 
to water access and increasing 
safety among Boston residents. 
Nationally, fatal drowning is 
the leading cause of death for 
children ages 1-4 years old and 
the second leading cause of 
injury death for children ages 
5-14 (CDC). Black and Latino 
youth are less likely to know 

how to swim and are at higher 
risk of drowning (CDC). 

The City of Boston is seek-
ing to remedy this disparity by 
investing in swim lessons, re-
pairing the City’s public pools, 
and recruiting and training life-
guards to staff the city’s pools. 
In summer 2024, Boston Cen-
ters for Youth & Families suc-
cessfully recruited 74 seasonal 
lifeguards, ensuring that all city 
pools were able to remain open 
and safely operated throughout 
the summer. The grant program 
announced today will be avail-
able to organizations that oper-
ate pools in Boston and have 
experience offering swim les-
son programming to the public. 

The past fall’s grantees in-
cluded the YMCA of Great-
er Boston and Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Boston, among others. 
Other grantees included a group 
of Boston Public Schools, in-
cluding Josiah Quincy Elemen-
tary School, the Rafael Hernan-
dez K-8 School, and the Hurley 
K-8 School, all of which are of-
fering lessons either during the 
school day or as part of after 
school programming.

“The Swim Safe Grant has 
allowed the Hurley School to 
offer free, high-quality swim-
ming lessons to students who 
might not otherwise have ac-
cess. Many of the swimmers 
in our program are new to the 
water and all are in the early 
stages of learning water safety 
and basic strokes,” said Emi-
ly Pierce, Executive Director 
of Equitable School Partner-
ships of Boston. “Confidence 
in the water should be a right 

not a privilege but many fami-
lies struggle to find and pay for 
swimming lessons in the city. 
The Swim Safe Grant helps 
school-based swimming pro-
grams remove those barriers.”

“In collaboration with our 
dedicated aquatics partners, 
Boston Centers for Youth & 
Families is directing funding 
to ensure equitable access to 
swimming and water activi-
ties throughout the city,” said 
Marta E. Rivera, Commission-
er of Boston Centers for Youth 
& Families. “This partnership 
strengthens our ability to reach 
every neighborhood, provid-
ing free and inclusive aquatics 
programming that reflects the 
diversity of Boston’s families.”

Mayor Wu is acting with 
urgency to repair and reno-
vate several city-owned pools, 
many of which were built in 
the 1970s. Because of a collab-
oration between Boston Public 
Schools, Boston Centers for 
Youth & Families, the Public 
Facilities Department, and the 
Property Management De-
partment, investments of City 
funding, and improved facil-
ities assessment, the City has 
projects underway at a num-
ber of City pools this winter 
including BCYF Clougherty 
Pool in Charlestown, BCYF 
Curtis Hall Community Cen-
ter Pool in Jamaica Plain, and 
BCYF Draper Pool in West 
Roxbury. This fiscal year, May-
or Wu allocated $54.5 million 
in the FY25-FY29 capital plan 
for repairing and renovating the 
city’s pools.

Wu announces expansion of Swim Safe program; applications are now available 

Boston Parks & Recreation to host Duck Boat Pull to benefit youth sports programming
Special to the Times-Free Press

The Boston Parks and Recre-
ation Department is thrilled to 
announce the first annual Duck 
Boat Pull, set to take place on 
Saturday, April 12 at Boston 
Common. This one-of-a-kind 
fundraiser, hosted in partner-
ship with Boston Duck Tours, 
will challenge teams of 10 to 
race against the clock as they 
pull a 21,000-pound duck boat 
across a designated course on 
Boston Common—all in sup-
port of Boston’s free youth 
sports and fitness programs.

“This first-of-its-kind event 
is a great opportunity for com-
munity to come together and 

participate in a competition 
that’s so uniquely Boston,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “We’re 
grateful to our amazing Parks 
and Recreation team and part-
ners for constantly innovating 
in creating family-friendly, en-
gaging activities for our resi-
dents.”

Teams of 10 participants ages 
16 and up will compete to pull 
one of Boston’s iconic duck 
boats across the finish line in 
the fastest time. In order to par-
ticipate, each team is required 
to make a $1,000 donation, 
$100 per person, which will go 
directly toward funding Bos-
ton Parks and Recreation’s free 
youth sports programs. These 

programs include leagues, tour-
naments, and fitness initiatives 
that foster healthy lifestyles and 
provide opportunities for young 
people to stay active. In 2024, 
these free programs served over 
20,000 young people in Boston. 

“We’re excited to bring the 
community together for our 
first ever Duck Boat Pull,” said 
Interim Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Commissioner. “Not 
only will participants have a 
blast competing in this unfor-
gettable experience, but ev-
ery pull directly supports vital 
youth sports programs that keep 
our kids healthy, active, and en-
gaged in their communities.” 

Award-winning WCVB 

Channel 5 sports reporter and 
producer Alexis Beckett will 
emcee the Duck Boat Pull, 
bringing her energy and exper-
tise to the event. Residents can 
get involved by forming a team, 
becoming a sponsor, or joining 
the festivities on April 12 to 
cheer on the competitors and be 
part of the excitement.

To register your team, select 
a Team Captain and visit bos-
ton.gov/duck-boat-pull. The 
registration deadline is March 
26, 2025 and teams are encour-
aged to sign up early to guaran-
tee their spot. 

Businesses and organizations 
can also get involved by spon-
soring the event. Sponsors who 

sign up by March 21, 2025, will 
have their logos prominently 
displayed in event materials 
and signage. For more informa-
tion or sponsorship inquiries, 
please contact Tiffany Clark at 
Tiffany.Clark@boston.gov or 
(617) 233-2305.

Don’t miss out on this ex-
citing challenge, register today 
and help support Boston’s youth 
sports community! To stay up 
to date with news, events, and 
improvements in Boston parks, 
visit Boston.gov/Parks, join our 
email list, and follow our social 
channels @bostonparksdept on 
X, Facebook, Instagram, and 
now Bluesky.

EAST BOSTON COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

2025 Annual Meeting
Annual Meeting of the Corporation & Voting 
on Resolution of Members regarding Articles 

of Organization of the Corporation and 
its By-Laws.

Date: April 7, 2025

Time: 4:00 P.M.

Office: 80 Border Street, 3rd Floor 
East Boston, MA 02128

Those members of the corporation entitled to 
vote at the Annual Meeting are those Class C 

stockholders of record as of 5:00 p.m. 
December 31, 2024
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Lesley University and Bunker Hill Community College announce joint admissions agreement
Special to the Times-Free Press

Lesley University and Bun-
ker Hill Community College 
are excited to announce the re-
newal of their Joint Admissions 
Transfer Program, which has 
helped hundreds of Boston-ar-
ea students who opt into the 
program complete their bache-
lor’s degrees and is expected to 
help hundreds more.

The Lesley-Bunker Hill 
Joint Admissions Program, 
established in 2015, has pro-
vided over 350 students with a 
pathway to degree completion. 
Students interested in earning a 
degree in one of Lesley’s four 
pillars of study—education, 
mental health and wellbeing, 
art and design, or liberal arts 
and business—are admitted to 
both schools as first-year stu-
dents and earn credits at Bunker 
Hill that will transfer to Lesley. 

Then, these students enter Les-
ley as juniors, having already 
established solid relationships 
with Lesley’s faculty and staff, 
with an understanding of how 
Lesley works, and knowing 
what they need to do and how 
Lesley will help them complete 
their degree. Lesley University 
President Janet L. Steinmay-
er says, “Lesley University is 
grateful to be able to continue 
to strengthen opportunities for 
students interested in careers 
in education, mental health and 
the arts, and to be able to help 
fill the gap in some of these 
critically need professions.”

Bunker Hill Community 
College President Pam Y. Ed-
dinger says “This joint admis-
sions agreement between Les-
ley University and Bunker Hill 
Community College will give 
students a seamless path from 
associate to bachelor’s degree, 

with the support they need to 
be successful every step of the 
way.”  She adds, “BHCC and 
Lesley have a long history of 
collaboration, and this partner-
ship will pave the way toward 
professional and economic mo-
bility for our student

Lesley University is proud to 
be the first private university to 
partner with Bunker Hill Com-
munity College in a Joint Ad-
missions Program, and proud 
to continue this program for 
another decade.  Learn more 
about this groundbreaking pro-
gram here.

Lesley University graduates 
more mental health profes-
sionals than any other college 
or university in New England. 
Located just outside of Bos-
ton near Harvard and Por-
ter Squares in the vibrant city 
of Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
Lesley is renowned for its 

unique portfolio of programs 
focused on Education, Mental 
Health and Art and Design. The 
university also offers Liberal 
Arts and Business Programs 
that support these key disci-
plines and a special program, 
the Threshold Program, for 
neurodiverse students seeking 
a college experience to learn 
independent living and work-
ing skills. About two-thirds of 
Lesley’s more than 4,500 stu-
dents are graduate students; 
one-third are undergraduate 
and Threshold students. More 
at Lesley.edu. 

With more than 50 years 
of academic excellence, Bun-
ker Hill Community College 
(BHCC) is Massachusetts’ 
largest community college, 
annually welcoming a diverse 
community of around 16,000 
students. With campuses in 
Charlestown and Chelsea, 

BHCC extends its reach across 
several locations in Greater 
Boston. The College offers as-
sociate degrees and certificates, 
early college and dual enroll-
ment, community education, 
corporate training, and indus-
try-specific training programs. 
BHCC is celebrated for its di-
versity, boasting a student body 
where 65% identify as people 
of color and more than half 
are women. The College also 
embraces a global perspective, 
with over 600 international stu-
dents representing 90 countries 
and conversing in more than 65 
languages. Our commitment to 
diversity is further reflected in 
BHCC’s designation as a His-
panic Serving Institution (HSI) 
and an Asian American Na-
tive American Pacific Islander 
Serving Institution (AANAPI-
SI).

MBTA gears up for South Boston’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade celebration
 Special to the Times-Free Press

The MBTA is preparing for 
the annual St. Patrick’s Day 
parade and festivities in South 
Boston on Sunday, March 16, 
2025. With nearly a million 
people expected to attend the 
parade, the MBTA is imple-
menting several measures to 
accommodate the increased 
ridership and to remind the rid-
ing public what everyone can 
do to help maintain a safe and 
family-friendly environment. 
Riders are encouraged to check 
out the MBTA’s St. Patrick’s 
Day Guide for information on 
taking the T to the parade, how 
to pay fares, and more at mbta.
com/StPatricksDay. 

“The safety of our custom-
ers and employees is our top 
priority,” said Transportation 
Secretary and CEO Monica 
Tibbits-Nutt. “We encourage 
everyone to celebrate the hol-
iday responsibly and remain 
vigilant—if you see something, 
say something. We want ev-
eryone to enjoy the Saint Pat-
rick’s Day festivities while be-
ing mindful of fellow travelers 
and lending a helping hand to 
those needing directions or as-
sistance.” 

“The MBTA takes great pride 
as we continue to improve dai-
ly service and increase service 
options every year so everyone 
can enjoy St. Patrick’s Day and 
all the festivities,” said MBTA 
General Manager and CEO 
Phillip Eng. “Public transit ser-

vices are essential, allowing 
everyone alternative ways to 
safely travel and celebrate. I 
thank our dedicated employees 
who ensure that our riders get 
to their destinations every day. 
Leave the driving to us and use 
caution when traversing the 
system as we all celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day together.” 
Additional Service and Bus 

Route Detours  
To manage anticipated peak 

ridership and minimize plat-
form congestion, the MBTA 
will strategically position ad-
ditional personnel throughout 
the system to manage crowd-
ing, assist with passenger flow, 
and ensure a safe environment. 
The MBTA encourages all rid-
ers to be mindful while using 
escalators and navigating stairs 
during periods of heavy foot 
traffic. Service information is 
available at mbta.com/StPat-
ricksDay. 

Shuttle Bus: The MBTA will 
provide free shuttle bus service 
from South Station to South 
Boston between 9:30 AM and 
5 PM on the day of the parade. 

Red Line: The Red Line will 
operate rush hour service from 
10 AM to 6 PM. Trains may by-
pass Broadway during certain 
times due to heavy crowds. 

Bus Detours: Routes 9, 
10, 11, 16, 17, and 47 will be 
detoured around the parade 
area. Buses will not stop at 
Broadway beginning at 9:45 
AM or Andrew beginning at 
10:15 AM. 

Commuter Rail: Commuter 
Rail trains will run with addi-
tional cars to accommodate pa-
rade attendees. Additional cus-
tomer service and management 
staff will be available at South 
Station to answer any questions 
and assist customers. More 
information about Commuter 
Rail service on the day of the 
parade will be available soon 
on mbta.com/StPatricksDay. 

$10 Weekend Passes are 
valid for unlimited travel on 
all Commuter Rail lines in all 
zones on Saturday and Sun-
day. Riders are encouraged to 
buy them in advance with the 
mTicket app. 

“Our MBTA has seen so 
many improvements over the 
past year. Let’s all enjoy the 
service, and the City, by cel-
ebrating responsibly and dis-
couraging behavior that could 
damage our property or disrupt 
the transit system,” said Chief 
Operating Officer Ryan Co-
holan. “By working together 
and respecting our shared pub-
lic spaces, we can ensure a safe 
and enjoyable holiday for all.” 

“For the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade, our top priority at Ke-
olis is to get passengers to and 
from the festivities safely and 
reliably,” said Abdellah Cha-
jai, CEO and General Manager 
of Keolis Commuter Services. 
“We expect high ridership and 
encourage our riders to plan 
ahead and expect longer board-
ing lines, especially at South 
Station. I’d like to thank our 

crews for their hard work and 
dedication to delivering for our 
passengers on March 16 and 
every day.” 
Enhanced Security Measures 

& Safety Tips for Riders 
The MBTA Transit Police 

Department, under the leader-
ship of Chief Kenneth Green, 
will significantly increase 
uniformed officer presence 
throughout the system to deter 
crime and to respond swiftly to 
any incidents. 

“We will be working closely 
with our law enforcement part-
ners to ensure a secure environ-
ment for everyone who uses 
our public transit system,” said 
Chief Green. “We want every-
one to remember, St. Patrick’s 
Day is a time for celebration, 
and it’s essential to prioritize 
safety and responsible behav-
ior.” 

The MBTA urges riders to 
celebrate responsibly, leave 
their vehicles at home, take 
public transportation to festiv-
ities, and follow these safety 
tips: 

Alcohol consumption and/
or unruly behavior will not be 
tolerated on the MBTA. 

Secure personal belongings, 
especially in crowded areas. If 
wearing a backpack, remove it 
and hold it at your side or set it 
between your feet. Leave large 
items like coolers at home. 

Let riders off the trains be-
fore you board. 

Travel on the T without 
bikes. Bikes (including folding 

bikes) are not allowed on the 
MBTA at any time the day of 
the parade. 

Report any suspicious activ-
ity or individuals in distress to 
the nearest police officer, call 
the Transit Police at 617-222-
1212, or dial 911.  

Download the MBTA See 
Say App to quickly and dis-
creetly report suspicious ac-
tivity to Transit Police. Using 
this app, riders can send Transit 
Police pictures, text messages, 
and locations of suspicious ac-
tivity. 

Follow the instructions of 
MBTA Transit Police officers 
and staff who are there to en-
sure everyone’s safety. 

Take care of yourself and 
others. Seek medical attention 
when necessary. 

The MBTA is stressing the 
importance of celebrating re-
sponsibly on public transit. 
Vandalism and disorderly con-
duct can create safety hazards, 
delays, and additional cleaning 
costs, which can divert valu-
able resources away from es-
sential maintenance services 
and improvements that benefit 
all riders. 

For more information, vis-
it mbta.com/StPatricksDay 
or connect with the T on X @
MBTA and @MBTA_CR, 
Facebook /TheMBTA, Insta-
gram @theMBTA, Threads @
thembta, or TikTok @thembta. 
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Special to the Times-Free Press

Mass Poetry is thrilled to an-
nounce its second annual Teen 
Spoken Word Festival “Write 
Here |  Write Now | Speak 
Loud!”, set to take place on 
March 15-16, 2025, at Emer-
son College. This groundbreak-
ing event will draw teens from 
across the Commonwealth, 
while providing a unique plat-
form for them to share their 
stories, insights, and creativity 
through poetry.

With the theme of “Sweet 
Resistance,” this year’s Teen 
Spoken Word Festival will fea-
ture workshops, poetry slam 
competitions, performances, 
and a multitude of activities tai-
lored to inspire and engage teen 
participants. By providing a 
welcoming and inclusive envi-
ronment, Mass Poetry aims to 
encourage young poets to ex-
press themselves freely and in-
teract with like-minded peers. 
The festival will draw teens 
from Boston, Lowell, Worces-
ter, and beyond. 

“Our aim is to engage and 
empower the next generation of 

poets, sparking creativity and 
fostering a community that val-
ues diverse voices,” said Dan-
iel Johnson, Executive Director 
of Mass Poetry. “This event is 
more than just a competition; 
it’s a platform where young 
people can confidently express 
themselves, break down barri-
ers, and engage meaningfully 
with others.”

Throughout the weekend, 
attendees will have the chance 
to participate in a series of en-
riching workshops, engage in 
open mic sessions, and listen 
to inspiring performances from 
both established and emerging 
voices in the spoken word com-
munity. The festival is designed 
not only to showcase young 
talent but also to nurture it, 
offering guidance and mentor-
ship from Boston’s most expe-
rienced poets and educators—
something the city sees worthy 
of investment. 

“Boston is an incubator for 
artistic talent, including the 
literary arts, and we’re thrilled 
to welcome teen poets from 
across the state to our City for 
the Teen Spoken Word Festi-

val,” said Kenny Mascary, Bos-
ton’s Interim Chief of Arts and 
Culture. “By nurturing young 
poets’ creativity, the Teen 
Spoken Word Festival will 
strengthen our community and 
inspire the next generation to 
become thoughtful, passionate 
leaders and storytellers. Thank 
you, Mass Poetry, for uplifting 
youth voices by bringing this 
festival to Boston.”

The Teen Spoken Word Fes-
tival boasts an impressive line-
up of special guests, including 
both local and nationally-rec-
ognized poets such as Porsha 
Olayiwola, Boston’s former 
Poet Laureate and Emerson 
College professor, who will 
be a liaison between Emerson 
College and Mass Poetry. Crys-
tal Valentine, Mass Poetry’s 
Director of Programming and 
a former Youth Poet Laureate, 
alongside Anthony Febo, Mass 
Poetry’s Lead Youth Spoken 
Word Coordinator and co-
founder of FreeVerse!, Lowell’s 
youth poetry slam, will also be 
present to guide and inspire the 
participants. Headlining the 
festival are Hanif Abdurraqib, 
a 2021 MacArthur Fellow, and 
Safia Elhillo, a National Book 

Award longlist nominee, both 
of whom are former slam poets 
and will bring a wealth of ex-
perience and accolades to this 
celebration of youth voices. 
Participants of the Festival in-
clude Parker-Vincent Alva, the 
current Boston Youth Poet Lau-
reate and a Mass Poetry SW@
MP member.

“I want my poetry to get 
across to the world that you ar-
en’t who you are, until you try 
to be yourself,” shared Parker 
Vincent-Alva. “Last year’s fes-
tival offered a supportive space 
to share our stories, and I’m 
grateful for the friendships and 
inspiration it fostered.”

A highlight of the Teen Spo-
ken Word Festival is the Indi-
vidual Slam Finals on Sunday, 
March 16th. To earn a spot in 
the finals, participants must 
compete in one of three pre-
liminary bouts held across 
Massachusetts in February and 
March. These Individual Slam 
Competitions serve as a quali-
fying event for the Mass Poetry 
Youth Slam team, where select-
ed poets will engage in writing, 
performance, and slam compe-
titions throughout the summer. 
Mass Poetry will also send 

the team to Brave New Voices 
(BNV), an national youth poet-
ry slam festival, and is actively 
seeking funding to make this 
opportunity possible. 

Former team member, Ma-
ria Zaki said“I joined Spoken 
Word at Mass Poetry (SW@
MP) just over a year ago and 
immediately was greeted with 
community. Throughout SW@
MP and the Teen Spoken 
Word Festival, Mass Poetry 
creates and nurtures connec-
tions through poetry by hold-
ing space for youth voices. 
At SW@MP I not only found 
ways to express myself but 
also grow with others through 
examining the world around 
us and how we can change it. 
I was honored to join the Mass 
Poetry team of youth poets go-
ing to Brave New Voices! This 
entailed weeks of practices and 
coaching that truly shaped me 
as an individual. After BNV I 
went off to college but the ex-
periences never left me. I went 
on to host open mics and lead 
a few workshops out of state. I 
saw how writing brings relief 
and revolution to any space 
and though I have much to 
learn, Mass Poetry gave me 
the knowledge I now bring ev-
erywhere I go. I am excited to 
return for the 2025 Teen Festi-
val!”

The Teen Spoken Word Fes-
tival held at Emerson College is 
open to all teens to participate, 
ages 13 – 19, with a passion for 
poetry. Additionally, all ages 
are welcome to attend as audi-
ence members to cheer on the 
youth in their Festival events. 
Mass Poetry invites young 
poets and their supporters to 
join this vibrant celebration of 
youth creativity and expres-
sion. For more information and 
to register for the Write Here 
| Write Now | Speak Loud! 
Teen Spoken Word Festival, 
visit masspoetry.org/teen-spo-
ken-word-festival.

Launched with the 2008 
Massachusetts Poetry Festi-
val, Mass Poetry envisions a 
world where poetry catalyzes 
connection and understand-
ing. From our in-school po-
etry residencies to innovative 
community programs, we aim 
to build a vibrant, inclusive 
community that lifts all voic-
es. Mass Poetry now serves as 
an arts-partner-in-residence at 
GrubStreet’s Center for Cre-
ative Writing. Learn more at 
www.masspoetry.org.
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By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Tree Eastie, a local non-
profit focused on strength-
ening the neighborhood’s 
tree canopy—the lowest 
in Boston—through tree 
planting and maintenance 
while educating residents 
about the importance and 
value of trees, has a lot 
planned for this fall and 
into the future. 

First, the organization 
founded by Bill Master-
son has plans to plant 
150 trees this fall. After 
planting those 150 trees, 
the nonprofit will have 
planted about 500 trees in 
the neighborhood over the 
past three years. 

“That’s a combination 
of street trees, which is 
really where we kind of 
started, park trees, which 
kind of came a little bit 
later, and then yard trees, 
which is sort of the new-
est thing that we’re doing 
now,” said Masterson. 

Masterson said the 150 
trees slated to be planted 
this fall will primarily be 
park and yard trees. No-
tably, earlier this month, 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant 26 trees at Constitu-

tion Beach with help from 
a grant and volunteers 
from DraftKings.

“We had been trying 
to plant trees there for a 
while. It’s a DCR (Depart-
ment of Conservation and 
Recreation) property; we 
haven’t been able to really 
get the right sort of people 
to be involved in the proj-
ect, but we finally have,” 
said Masterson. 

“The folks from DCR 
were just awesome. They 
helped us put all the things 
together that we needed,” 
he added, noting that they 
had to go before the Con-
servation Commission to 
get approval to plant the 
trees. 

In addition to the plant-
ing mentioned above, Tree 
Eastie, with a grant from 
TD Bank, will be plant-
ing 25 trees at Belle Isle 
Marsh on October 19th. 
Further, there are plans to 
plant with volunteers at 
Brophy Park and Memo-
rial Park. 

Moreover, Tree Eastie 
has received federal funds 
for expanding tree cano-

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Bunker Hill 250 
Coalition and Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu to-

day launched Bunker 
Hill: Revolution Ignited, 
a 250-day countdown to 
the commemoration of 
the 250th Anniversary of 

the Battle of Bunker Hill, 
which took place on June 
17, 1775, and signaled to 
the British and the world 
that the American patriots 

were resolved to their fight 
for independence. 

Hosted by the Nation-
al Park Service, Mayor 
Wu and representatives 
of the 35-member Bun-
ker Hill 250 Coalition 
were joined by Represen-
tative Dan Ryan, Sen. Sal 
DiDomenico, National 
Parks of Boston Super-
intendent Michael Crea-
sey, and students from the 
Warren Prescott School in 
Charlestown.

“Our nation’s rich his-
tory is rooted in Boston, 
and the Battle of Bunker 
Hill marks one of the most 
pivotal moments in our 
path to independence,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“I am grateful for our 

Wednesday, October 16, 2024
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NEW CONSTRUCTION!

OPEN HOUSE SAT. + SUN. 
OCT.  12 + 13

12:30-2:00PM  

7 BELLINGHAM AVE. UNIT 3, EVERETT
2 BD/2 FULL BA, PARKING, STORAGE, 

PRIVATE BALCONY, DESIGNER FINISHES,  
MASTER SUITE W/ WALK-IN CLOSET
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For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check eastietimes.com

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

See TREE EASTIE Page 5

See COUNTDOWN Page 12

Coletta Zapata highlights 
need for investments 
to fortify waterfront

Taking a look at Tree Eastie’s 
plans for the fall and beyond 

Bunker Hill 250 Coalition, Mayor Wu launch countdown 
to 250th anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill

ITALIAN AMERICAN ALLIANCE CELEBRATES COLUMBUS DAY 
AT TALL SHIP PARK IN EASTIE

Monday was cele-
brated as Columbus 
Day, and in the Ital-
ian community it’s 
a means to celebrate 
their heritage with 
family, fun, and food. 
The Italian American 
Alliance Committee 
hosted a celebration 
at Pier 1 in East Bos-
ton, complete with a 
tall ship background.

The Italian American Alliance at the 2024 Columbus Day Celebration at 
1 East Pier Drive in Eeast Boston.

Marissa Babin had her photography on sale 
of historic Boston scenes. Theresa Malichek selling beautiful handmade 

apparel. See Page 6 for more photos.

Volunteers Needed

Special to the Times-Free Press

Recently, Boston City 
Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta Zapata chaired a 
hearing to discuss imple-
menting coastal resilience 
strategies for Boston’s 
Waterfront. In partnership 
with dozens of waterfront 
organizations, Coletta 
Zapata worked with the 
Wu administration to es-
tablish the Office of Cli-
mate Resilience. During 
the hearing, Councilors 
learned about their scope 
of work, emergency pre-
paredness during a hurri-
cane or similar emergency, 
and efforts to find funding 
sources to fortify all for-
ty-seven miles of the city’s 
coastline. The hearing was 
co-sponsored by Council-
or John FitzGerald (Dis-
trict 3).

“Storm surge and se-
vere weather like Hurri-
cane Helene and Milton 
remind us to move expe-

ditiously to protect Bos-
ton’s coastal communities. 
These climate change-re-
lated events threaten our 
communities, open spac-
es, and infrastructure. We 
must fortify our coastline 
to protect our residents 
and businesses that stand 
to be displaced,” said Co-
letta Zapata. “I’m commit-
ted to working with city, 
state, and federal partners 
to close funding gaps and 
implement solutions be-
fore it’s too late.” 

Previously, the City of 
Boston conducted resil-
ience projects on a par-
cel-by-parcel basis and 
was largely dependent 
on subsidies from pri-
vate development. The 
city holds ownership of 
a mere sixteen percent of 
the coastline, although it is 
working in collaboration 
to implement district-wide 
and larger scale solutions. 

See WATERFRONT Page 4

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu delivers remarks at the 250-day Launch Countdown to the 
250th Anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill that took place on June 17, 1775. At right 
is Rep. Dan Ryan of Charlestown. The event was held Oct. 10 in the plaza adjacent to the 
historic landmark, Bunker Hill Monument.
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Mass Poetry’s Teen Spoken Word Festival Returns for Second Year
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Special to the Times-Free Press

This Memorial Day Weekend, 
the Chelsea community and vis-
itors from across the state can 
experience a once-in-a-lifetime 
celebration of the 250th Anni-
versary of the Battle of Chelsea 
Creek, the first naval battle of the 
American Revolution. 

“The City of Chelsea is a 
grateful recipient of a MA250 
grant that will directly fund a se-
ries of free, all-ages, community 
events centered around the Bat-
tle of Chelsea Creek over Me-
morial Day Weekend,” said City 
Manager Fidel Maltez. “The 
Battle of Chelsea Creek is an 
often-overlooked chapter in our 
nation’s history, and we’re excit-
ed to use the State’s support to 
deepen our community’s under-
standing of this pivotal event. In 
collaboration with East Boston 
and partner organizations, we 
will present an exciting week-
end of cultural programming, in-
cluding the docking of a historic 
1894 schooner, the SSV Ernes-
tina-Morrissey, for the general 
public to board.”

Jonathan Lane of Revolution 
250 said it is inspiring to see 
these communities come togeth-

er for such an important event 
as the 250th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Chelsea Creek. 

“Though these communities’ 
demographics have changed 
over the past 250 years, the ide-
als that the Provincial soldiers 
fought for—liberty, indepen-
dence, and self-determination—
remain a vibrant part of our 
lives,” said Lane.

Genesis Pimentel, Commem-
oration Commission Manager, 
said the 250th anniversary of the 
Battle of Chelsea Creek is an op-
portunity to honor and illuminate 
a pivotal yet often overlooked 
chapter in our nation’s history,

“This commemoration allows 
us to reflect on the resilience and 
sacrifices of those who fought 
for our nation’s independence 
while deepening our collective 
understanding of the Revolution-
ary War’s impact on our region,” 
said Pimentel. “We are proud to 
support efforts that bring histo-
ry to life and celebrate the rich 
heritage of the Chelsea and East 
Boston communities.”

The celebrations will take 
place in Chelsea and East Bos-
ton during the Memorial Day 
weekend, with a main celebra-
tion on Saturday, May 24,  from 

11:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Port Park, 
99 Marginal St, Chelsea, that 
will offer an exciting lineup of 
historical programming and ac-
tivities for all ages, including 
artillery demonstration, Revo-
lutionary-Era Militia Encamp-
ment, food vendors, a beer gar-
den, and more. 

The SSV Ernestina-Mor-
rissey, an 1894 schooner from 
the Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy, will be coming back 
to Chelsea’s port after more than 
two decades for residents and 
visitors to explore as part of Sat-
urday’s events. 

Simultaneously occurring 
with Saturday’s Port Park fes-
tivities,  Governor Belling-
ham-Cary House Museum will 
open its doors to the community 
for free Open Houses where ev-
eryone can explore this histori-
cal site with special access to the 

museum’s exhibits and stories 
from Chelsea’s past.

Additional festivities during 
the Memorial Day weekend in-
clude a 90-minute guided boat 
tour through  Mill Creek and 
Boston bay provided by Boston 
Harbor Now, in partnership with 
National Park Services, Green-
Roots, and the MysticWater As-
sociation. There will be an op-
portunity to sign up for the boat 
tour as the celebration nears.

“Sharing the stories and com-
memoration of the Revolution-
ary War of America belongs to 
all of us,” said Rebecca Smer-
ling, Director of Programs for 
Boston Harbor Now. “Boston 
Harbor and its surrounding com-
munities played an integral role 
in the War, and Boston Harbor 
Now is looking forward to ani-
mating the commemoration of 
the Battle of Chelsea Creek with 

a harbor cruise, allowing for a 
new perspective on this battle 
and providing additional access 
to Boston Harbor.”

GreenRoots Executive Direc-
tor Roseann Bongiovanni said 
her organization is excited to 
partner with the City of Chelsea 
and others on a boat tour com-
memorating the Battle of the 
Chelsea Creek.  

“The colonists won this his-
toric battle, yet there is little to 
celebrate that victory or to rec-
ognize Chelsea’s role in the Rev-
olutionary War.  Yet the colonists 
lost the Battle of Bunker Hill and 
we have monuments and bridg-
es named for it and a holiday in 
Boston,” she said. “It’s time for 
Chelsea Creek to gain the re-
spect it deserves.”

For more information and a 
full schedule of activities, please 
visit www.chelseaprospers.org

Have an Eggstra Have an Eggstra 
Special Easter SeasonSpecial Easter Season

Send us Your Eggstra Send us Your Eggstra 
Special Person or Pet Special Person or Pet 
this Easter seasonthis Easter season
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EEmmaaiill  yyoouurr  pphhoottooss  ttoo  
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Photos on 
your phone?
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JETBLUE SHAMROCK SPLASH

Phil Giffee has done The JetBlue Shamrock Splash 5 times. This year, 
he raised $920 from 20 donors for our youth-led, summer kayaking 
experience at Constitution Beach. Save the Harbor/Save the Bay 
holds this event each year. JetBlue is the corporate sponsor. “It was 
very chilly this year with the north wind whipping us to the bone. A 
quick run in, a soaking dash out! All for a worthy cause,” said Giffee.

City of Chelsea announces 250th Anniversary of the Battle of Chelsea 
Creek – SSV Ernestina-Morrissey sails into Chelsea for the celebrations
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Madaro // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, wedding and 

birth announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our 

offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  We also encourage readers 
to e-mail news releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com

MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617-834-4775

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1    SELLER 1    ADDRESS PRICE
Pazza Group LLC 103 Porter LLC         103 Porter St            $3,450,000  
Walch, Justin R       Bcif Trs LLC 106 Webster St #302   $900,000  
Pazza Group LLC 103 Porter LLC           107 Porter St             $3,450,000   
Pazza Group LLC 103 Porter LLC      109 Porter St               $3,450,000  
Kofman, Sofia 181 Bennington St LLC 181 Bennington St #3    $420,000  
Fuller Maverick LLC 198 Maverick St LLC 198 Maverick St           $2,670,000  
Fuller Maverick LLC 200 Maverick St LLC 200 Maverick St             $2,930,000  
Asija, Sejal Border Development LLC 301 Border St #602       $557,500  
Wong, Elizabeth N        Border Development LLC 301 Border St #605     $689,000  
Lame, Belrina            Ciruolo, David A 63 Chelsea St               $912,000

PLEASE VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

News in Brief

TSA READY FOR 
BUSY SPRING BREAK 
TRAVEL SEASON: 
ESSENTIAL TIPS FOR 
PASSENGERS

As spring break approaches, 
the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration (TSA) is provid-
ing essential tips to help trav-
elers have a smooth experience 
at security checkpoints across 
the country. TSA is expecting 
high passenger volumes during 
the peak spring break travel pe-
riod running from March 6-24, 
when air travel numbers are 
anticipated to increase by more 
than 5%. 

“Spring break is one of 
the busiest travel times of the 
year,” said Adam Stahl, Senior 
Official Performing the Duties 
of the Administrator. “While 
we are focused on spring break, 
which is quickly approaching, 
TSA is also closely tracking 
and preparing for the summer 
travel season. With REAL ID’s 
May 7 deadline looming, it’s 
important to prioritize REAL 
ID registration now. By do-
ing so, travelers can ensure 
a smooth and secure journey 

through the airport for both 
spring and summer travels.” 

To help travelers prepare, 
TSA recommends the follow-
ing: 

• Pack smart: Organize your 
carry-on bags and comply with 
TSA regulations. Text 275-872 
(“AskTSA”) or @AskTSA 
with any questions. 

• Arrive early: Allow plenty 
of time to get through security, 
especially during peak hours. 

• Have a valid ID: Make sure 
you have your REAL ID or an-
other acceptable form of iden-
tification.  

• Pack your patience: Be pre-
pared for busy airports and fol-
low TSA guidelines to expedite 
the process. 

For more details on prepar-
ing for airport security screen-
ing, visit tsa.gov.

HOW TO HELP 
WHEN SOMEONE 
WITH ALZHEIMER’S 
WANDERS FROM 
SAFETY

“Police are asking for the 
public’s help in finding a miss-

ing person with Alzheimer’s 
disease.” Stories like this occur 
frequently nationwide, because 
wandering is a common behav-
ior among individuals living 
with Alzheimer’s and other de-
mentia-related illnesses. When 
you need to run this type of 
story in your area, here are tips 
from the Alzheimer’s Founda-
tion of America that individ-
uals who encounter someone 
who is wandering can use to 
help them (after contacting first 
responders):

• Approach the person slow-
ly and calmly from the front 
with your hands down.

• Introduce yourself in a soft, 
caring tone and explain you are 
there to help and listen. Offer 
your hand, make eye contact, 
and speak slowly.

• Check whether the person 
is injured.

• Don’t attempt to correct the 
person if they are unaware of 
their environment. Listen and 
be supportive.

Wandering prevention 
tips for family caregivers are 
also available through the Alz-
heimer’s Foundation of Amer-
ica.

to navigate economic challeng-
es and opportunities, I look 
forward to working collabora-
tively with my colleagues to 
advance policies that promote 
fiscal responsibility, economic 
growth, and equity in our tax 
system. I am grateful to Speak-
er Ron Mariano for entrusting 
me with this responsibility.”

Representative Madaro has 
served in the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives since 
2015, representing the 1st Suf-
folk District, which encom-
passes East Boston. Through-
out his tenure, he has been a 
strong advocate for working 
families, environmental justice, 
and transportation infrastruc-
ture. His leadership in these 
areas has prepared him to take 
on the important task of ensur-
ing Massachusetts maintains 
a fair and sustainable revenue 

system.
The Joint Committee on 

Revenue oversees legislation 
related to tax laws, municipal 
finance, and other revenue-gen-
erating measures. As House 
Chair, Representative Madaro 
will lead efforts to evaluate and 
advance policies that strength-
en the state’s financial founda-
tion while ensuring that the tax 
system remains equitable and 
transparent for all residents.

Representative Madaro 
served as House Chair of the 
Joint Committee on Mental 
Health, Substance Use and Re-
covery for the past four years. 
During this time, he was proud 
to lead the Legislature’s work 
to pass two major bills on 
mental and behavioral health, 
including substance use treat-
ment.

of the money raised by the Da-
na-Farber Marathon Challenge 
team benefits Dana-Farber’s 
Claudia Adams Barr Program 
in Innovative Basic Cancer Re-
search, which supports promis-
ing science research in its ear-
liest stages. The Dana-Farber 
Marathon Challenge has raised 
more than $132 million for the 
Barr Program to date.

In 1990, Dana-Farber was 
among the first charity orga-
nizations to be recognized by 
the Boston Athletic Associa-
tion (B.A.A), which organiz-
es the Boston Marathon. The 
Dana-Farber Marathon Chal-
lenge team offers its members 
extensive fundraising support, 
training guidance from 1976 
Boston Marathon Men’s Open 
Division Champion Jack Ful-
tz, and team training runs. Da-
na-Farber Marathon Challenge 
runners who are not time-qual-
ified for the Boston Marathon 
receive an invitational entry 
into the race.

 Runners include cancer sur-
vivors and patients, and family 
and friends of those who have 
been affected by cancer. Each 
team member must fulfill a ba-
sic fundraising commitment:

• Invitational runners - run-
ners who receive their entry 

from Dana-Farber have a min-
imum fundraising commitment 
of $10,000.

• Own entry runners - run-
ners who have joined the 
DFMC after obtaining their 
own race entry have a fundrais-
ing commitment of $4,000.

To contribute to the Da-
na-Farber Marathon Chal-
lenge, visit RunDFMC.org or 
contact the Dana-Farber Mara-
thon Challenge office at (617) 
632-1970 or dfmc@dfci.har-
vard.edu. Follow DFMC on 
Facebook: www.facebook/
marathonchallenge. On Twit-
ter: #RunDFMC.

Challenge // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

East Boston resident AJ Andreuc-
ci will be running for the Dana 
Farber Marathon Challenge Team 
in the 129th Boston Marathon.
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Service DirectoryService Directory

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 3 inch
$360.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING ROOFING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

ELECTRICIAN

M
O

ONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Delco Utilities, Inc.

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICES

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140ISMA CERTIFIED  FULLY INSURED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MA #E32101

oB st ts oe n

B

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20
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Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding
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SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

Chimney Repairs
Gutters

Carpentry
Roof Repairs
Replacement

Painting • Siding
Foundations

617-377-0527
Call for a FREE Estimate!

CLEANING 
SERVICES CONTRACTOR

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

“No Job Too Small”

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529
Free Estimates | Lic. & Ins. E29162

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

APT FOR RENT

EAST BOSTON: 1bdrm, nr. Piers Park, w/d, d/d, wide pine floors, deck, partial 
water views, no pets, $1800, avl 3/1 (617)568-9626

non-profit planted 83 trees on 
private property last year. 

Other achievements for Tree 
Eastie last year included water-
ing 200 trees and recruiting 70 
new volunteers, including high 
school and college students. 
“We had a program this past 
year with BU (Boston Univer-
sity); the students came out, 
and they provided a lot of sup-
port for our organization,” said 
Masterson. 

Finally, Masterson men-
tioned that the non-profit was 
able to plant 26 trees at Con-
stitution Beach, and there are 
plans to plant at least 40 there 
this year. 

“We’ve been trying to plant 
trees at Constitution Beach un-
successfully for the past four 
years, but we finally found the 
right person at DCR (Depart-
ment of Conservation and Rec-
reation),” he said. 

After reviewing the high-
lights of 2024, Masterson 
spoke a bit about the organiza-
tion’s street tree program. 

“We have worked out with 
the city— if you want a tree 
planted in front of your house, 
you’ve got to call 311. Some-
times that takes a year to 18 
months to get that tree plant-
ed,” said Masterson. 

“We’re short-circuiting or 
short-cutting the process now 
by collecting signatures from 
people that want a tree planted 
in front of their house. We sub-
mit this to the city, the city will 
come out, and they’ll mark the 
sidewalks.” 

Masterson indicated that in 
addition to the 499 trees plant-
ed by Tree Eastie, the city has 
planted 124 street trees in front 

of people’s houses. 
He also said planting trees in 

front of churches and properties 
owned by NOAH (Neighbor-
hood of Affordable Housing) 
had been successful, and there 
are plans to plant on proper-
ties owned by the East Boston 
CDC.

Tree Eastie is also working 
with developers to get trees 
planted as part of their projects. 
“We’ll work with them to fig-
ure out ways to be able to and 
encourage them to make a tree 
pit part of their plan—for them, 
it’s a rounding error,” said 
Masterson. 

Masterson discussed the or-
ganization’s plans for this year, 
specifically maintenance. He 
said Tree Eastie would fertilize 
and mulch trees regardless of 
whether the organization plant-
ed them. 

There are also plans to main-
tain park trees, and Masterson 
mentioned that they spent mon-
ey last month on maintenance 
at the Bennington Street Cem-
etery. 

Tree Eastie plans to educate 
residents about the benefits of 
trees and work with more orga-
nizations. 

Further, Tree Eastie will, as 
previously mentioned, plant 40 
trees at Constitution Beach, 10 
at Bennington Street Cemetery, 
5-7 in Central Square, 20 along 
the walking path through Me-
morial Park that leads to Air-
port Station, and at least 50 on 
private properties. 

Visit Tree Eastie’s website at 
https://www.treeeastie.org/ for 
more information and to get in-
volved. The next HVNA meet-
ing is scheduled for April 7.

Tree Eastie // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Recipes are not infallible. If 
you spend a lot of time cooking 
from or brainstorming with rec-
ipes, you’ll find a few reliable 
sources and many that are not 
as trustworthy. However, even 
recipe developers who pro-
duce well-measured, fully-ex-
plained, and reliable recipes 
can’t consider a few essential 
factors.

Where to Start Adapting
As a cook, you should dial in 

a recipe, accounting for aller-
gies, aversions, taste, and even 
what you have on hand. A reci-
pe is a starting point or a guide-
line. You’ll find variations in 
different recipes for the same 
dish. Read through a few and 
choose to begin with the one 
most appealing to you. 

More experienced cooks 
may adjust the ingredients or 
measurements immediately. 
We usually reduce the added 
salt depending on the other 
salty ingredients called for in 
the original. We are a no-mayo 
household. When an interesting 
recipe calls for mayo, Penny 
begins by considering wheth-
er yogurt, crème fraîche, sour 

cream, or a vinaigrette can sub-
stitute. Ed has a mango allergy; 
therefore, another tropical fruit 
will replace mango in a dish.

If you’re cooking for some-
one gluten-free, vegetarian, or 
vegan or with a special medical 
diet or cultural restrictions, we 
suggest you begin with recipes 
designed for those needs. To-
day, we are fortunate that spe-
cial foods are widely available, 
making accommodating these 
diets easier.

Taste and Adjust
When ingredients like raw 

proteins are safe to taste, be-
gin working with your tasting 
spoon. There are sanitary ways 
to do this. You can keep a cup 
of tasting spoons nearby and 
use a new one each time. You 
can use the cooking spoon to 
drip some of the food onto your 
tasting spoon. As your skills 
grow, you can drip a bit on the 
back of your hand and taste it. 

Be as mindful as possible as 
you taste, and consider the pri-
mary flavors and their balance. 
We’ve learned much about 
this balance from cooking and 
eating Thai food, where chefs 
work to harmonize salty, sweet, 
sour, spicy, and creamy flavors. 

We add umami to that group-
ing.

If you find one flavor note 
dominating or missing, put 
some food in a small bowl and 
experiment. If sour is domi-
nant, add a dash of sweet. If 
you want a creamier texture, 
add a thickener or more of any 
creamy ingredient, such as co-
conut milk. Once you’re happy 

with the flavor, adjust the rest.
Use all your senses to make 

the food pleasing to your pal-
ate. Remember, flavor is a com-
bination of aroma and taste. 
Chefs often pull the steam 
above a pot closer to their nos-
es with an open hand to test the 
aroma. 

Texture is also a factor in 
food enjoyment. A typical ex-
ample in our culture is the veg-
etable okra, which is a bit slimy 
when cooked in specific ways. 
Some people love it, and others 
say, “No thanks.”

One of the final adjustments 
Penny will make to any dish is 
adding a bit of an acid. Consid-
er what a squeeze of lemon will 
do for a piece of fish or a tea-

spoon of vinegar for a cabbage 
dish.

Family Recipes
Many families have recipes 

passed down through genera-
tions, which are now meaning-
ful traditions. However, Grand-
ma and Aunt Sally may make 
slightly different versions. You 
can decide which you like and 
then make it your own. Your 
version may become the favor-
ite, causing the next generation 
to continue the tradition.

Do you have a question or 
topic for Fresh & Local? Email 
Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your suggestion.
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