
Special to the Times-Free Press

Allison S. Cartwright, 
Esq., was sworn in Janu-
ary 1 as Clerk of the Su-
preme Judicial Court for 
the County of Suffolk by 
SJC Chief Justice Kimber-
ly S. Budd, in a ceremony 
that took place in the Great 

Hall of the John Adams 
Courthouse in Boston.

Attorney Cartwright 
was elected in November 
2024 by the voters of Suf-
folk County to become the 
SJC Clerk for the County 
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2024 Year in Review in Photos
JANUARY

FLOODING IN EAST BOSTON

Mary Corso, a board member of the Harbor Keepers 
and leader of its kayaking program, went out during the 
Jan. 12-13 storm and took photos of the flooding im-

pacts on various areas of East Boston. Approximately 
1.4 inches of rain fell at Logan Airport and East Boston 
during the storm that also had strong winds.

High water behind Shaw’s.Flooding around Belle Isle Marsh.
MARY CORSO PHOTOS

11TH STRAIGHT WIN

The Jets continued their 
remarkable roll, winning 
their 11th straight after 
an 0-4 start, taking a 54-

36 win over Boston Latin 
Academy (10-4) Feb. 2 at 
East Boston High School. 

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE:  Eastie’s Draggo Tejeda Feliz avoids 
the defense of Latin forward on the way to the basket. 

FEBRUARY

PHOTO BY BOB MARRA

The Belle Isle Rotary 
Club is a combined efforts 
of the East Boston, Revere 
and Winthrop communi-

ties. On the  morning of 
Feb. 28, the club held their 
annual Polar Plunge at the 
East Boston Yacht Club. 

POLAR PLUNGE 
FOR POLIO VACCINES

“The Captain “ (Tim White ) watches over the belly flop 
contest.

Cartwright sworn in as Clerk 
of Supreme Judicial Court

PHOTO COURTESY JOHN WILCOX/BOSTON MAYOR’S OFFICE

Attorney Allison S. Cartwright is sworn in by SJC Chief 
Justice Kimberly S. Budd.

See Pages 6-8 for more Year in Review

Coletta Zapata reflects on third year in office
Special to the Times-Free Press

Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta Zapata has released 
her third Annual Report, 
summarizing 2024 and 
marking her second term 
on the Boston City Coun-
cil. The report underscores 
significant achievements 
for our neighborhoods, 
including transformative 
investments, key policy 

efforts and community 
initiatives, and outlining 
her priorities for the Coun-
cil and the district in 2025.

“I am proud to share 
the progress we’ve made 
over the past year and 
initiatives I will contin-
ue to champion in the 
year ahead,” said Coletta 
Zapata. “Through collec-
tive efforts, we’ve driven 
meaningful change, from 

policy actions to commu-
nity-based efforts. I re-
main dedicated to being 
accessible, responsive, 
and actively engaged with 
every resident. Serving 
District One is an hon-
or, and I look forward to 
building on our successes 
in 2025 to enhance the dis-
trict’s vibrancy.”

The report highlights 
her work collaborating 

with city departments to 
improve the delivery of 
constituent services and 
advocating for infrastruc-
ture investments, such 
as enhancing streets and 
shared spaces. Her com-
mitment to responsive 
government aims to im-
prove quality of life for all 
residents. 

See REPORT Page 10

Bennington Street 
restaurant presentation 
to HVNA delayed 

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

A restaurant planned 
for 636-638 Bennington 
Street, which has drawn 
the discontentment of 
residents since it was pro-
posed at an abutters meet-
ing in June, was slated to 
be presented at the Harbor 
View Neighborhood As-
sociation’s (HVNA) latest 
monthly meeting on Mon-
day; however, it has been 
postponed. 

According to Skip Mar-
cella, an HVNA board 
member, the presentation 
for the proposed restau-
rant called El Parche was 
delayed at the proponent’s 

request. 
This situation has been 

ongoing since at least June 
when the proponents out-
lined their plans to open a 
40-seat restaurant with the 
hours of 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
a.m. at the property. 

These plans, including 
requests for a beer, wine, 
and cordials license, a 
common victualler li-
cense, and live entertain-
ment from the licensing 
board, were met with 
significant opposition at 
June’s abutters meeting. 

Specifically, residents 

See HVNA Page 10

ADRIAN MADARO SWORN-IN 
AS STATE REPRESENTATIVE

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

State Rep. Adrian Madaro of East Boston was sworn-in 
for the 2025-26 session during an impressive ceremony 
Wednesday, Jan. 1 in the House Chamber. Rep. Madaro 
(left) is pictured before the ceremony with House Ways and 
Means Chair Aaron Michlewitz.
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The Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center had a cel-
ebration for Día de Los 
Reyes Magos, or Three 
Kings Day. The Three 
Kings who were guided 
by the Christmas Star to 

the manger where Joseph, 
Mary, and the Infant Je-
sus received gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 
Here after the Three Kings 
arrive, children visit with 
them and receive a gift 

from them as well. Music, 
dancing, food, and com-
munity fun we’re in abun-
dance as the Christmas 
Season draws to a close.

VERONICA ROBLES CULTURAL CENTER HOLDS DÍA DE LOS REYES MAGOS CELEBRATION

Emily is happy to be here 
at Three Kings Day with her 
koala friend. Eduardo Santillan with his 

daughter Amanda. 

Yareli Figuerola got a geode 
kit.

Valentina Caballero with 
her mother Margot.

Sebastian Zapata as one of the Three Kings makes his way 
to the stage.

Antonella with her family and new doll. 

 James and Madeline are happy with their gifts.

Veronica Robles with Anyelo Betancur as Joseph, Sandra 
Payan as Mary holding the Infant Jesus, and Thiommy Cara-
ballo as The Angel. 

Alan Marcus with his mom Linda meet one of The Three 
Kings portrayed by Jhon Cardozo. Daniela Mensoza and Valentina Caballero on stage with 

Mary with the Infant Jesus portrayed by Sandra Payan.

After visiting with the Three Kings, each child received a gift. Veronica Robles poses on the stage with teachers and students from her Center. 

Boston City Councilor Gabriela  Coletta Zapata and Veronica Robles with Jhon Cardozo, 
Orlando Rosario, and Sebastian Zapata as the Three Kings, and Thiommy Caraballo as The 
Angel, Sandra Payan as Mary holding the Infant Jesus, and Anyelo Betancur as Joseph. Veronica Robles leads her students in singing Christmas Carols.

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
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VERONICA ROBLES CULTURAL CENTER HOLDS DÍA DE LOS REYES MAGOS CELEBRATION
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

Children in the audience look at the pile of toys waiting to 
go home with lucky winners of the raffle. 

 Kathy Segura, Eddy Rivera, and Lumyr Derisier with Mas-
sachusetts Health Connector were promoting the agency’s 
mission of bringing everyone in our state the best health 
insurance possible. 

Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata with Joseph 
Anyelo Betancur as Joseph, Sandra Payan as Mary holding 
the Infant Jesus, and Thiommy Caraballo as The Angel. 

 Isabelle Amaya got a new doll after her visit with The Three Kings. Raffle winners come up to the stage to get a gift after their numbers are called. 

Students at the Veronica Robles Cultural Center sing Christmas carols. A centerpiece celebrating Three Kings Day at VROCC. 

The Veronica Robles Cultural Center had an audience that helped with the ambience of celebrating the holiday. VROCC student Daniela Mensoza with her family. 
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Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts 
Legislature approved leg-
islation to combat the 
opioid crisis and support 
residents living with sub-
stance use disorder (SUD). 

H.5143, An Act relative 
to treatments and coverage 
for substance use disorder 
and recovery coach licen-
sure, will expand non-opi-
oid pain treatments, estab-
lish licenses for recovery 
coaches, and support 
pregnant people and their 
children who have been 
exposed to substances.

It will vastly expand 
access to opioid-rever-
sal drugs like naloxone. 
In 2023, 2,125 lives were 
lost as a result of an over-
dose, 232 fewer than in 
2022, according to the De-
partment of Public Health 
(DPH). Since 2023, nal-
oxone has reversed more 
than 10,000 overdoses in 
Massachusetts. 

“Too many families 
have known the pain of 
substance use disorder 
and, tragically, the loss 
of a loved one because of 
it,” said Senate President 
Karen E. Spilka (D-Ash-
land). “Opioids have sto-
len life from parents, chil-
dren, siblings, and friends. 
The legislation approved 
by the Legislature today 
makes powerful strides 
towards mitigating this 
crisis by helping those 
coping with substance use 
disorder reduce harm, find 
treatment, and achieve re-
covery that lasts a lifetime. 
I am grateful for the work 
of Senators Crighton and 
Velis, my colleagues in the 
Senate, and our partners in 
the House to see this bill 
through to final passage.”

“As families across 
Massachusetts know all 
too well, the impact of opi-
oid addiction can be utter-
ly devastating for the indi-
vidual and for their loved 
ones, which is why a con-
tinued focus on combating 
substance use is a critical 
responsibility that we have 
as elected officials,” said 
House Speaker Ronald J. 
Mariano (D-Quincy). “I 
want to thank Chairman 
Madaro for his tireless 
work on this legislation, as 
well as all my colleagues 
in the House and our part-
ners in the Senate, for rec-
ognizing the need for re-
forms that will help those 
dealing with addiction on 
their journey to recovery.”

“This comprehen-
sive legislation will save 
lives across the Com-
monwealth,” said Sen-
ator Brendan Crighton 
(D-Lynn). Thanks to the 
hard work and collabo-
ration of a wide range of 
stakeholders, we have cre-
ated a multi-pronged ap-
proach to bolstering care, 
encouraging recovery, 
and preventing overdose 
fatalities.  Thank you to 
Senate President Karen 
Spilka for the opportunity 
to serve on this conference 
committee and to our Sen-
ate and House colleagues 
who remained committed 
to making this a priority 
this legislative session.” 

“This comprehensive 
legislation affirms our 
commitment to treating 
substance use as a matter 
of public health, and I’m 
proud of our continued 
progress in promoting 
recovery and preventing 
overdose deaths,” said 

Representative Adrian 
C. Madaro (D-Boston), 
House Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Mental 
Health, Substance Use and 
Recovery. “I am grateful 
to all the advocates, health 
care professionals, peo-
ple with lived experience 
and their loved ones who 
worked tirelessly to ad-
vance these initiatives and 
to my colleagues for their 
contributions. I am espe-
cially grateful to Speaker 
Ron Mariano for his lead-
ership and for appointing 
me to serve on this confer-
ence committee.”

“The tragic truth is that 
most people in our Com-
monwealth know someone 
who is struggling or has 
struggled with addiction, 
and it is truly heartbreak-
ing how many loved ones 
we continue to lose to sub-
stance use disorders every 
year. Not only does this 
legislation bolster access 
to life saving overdose re-
versal tools but it also ex-
pands access to recovery 
coaches, vital providers 
who truly understand what 
it is like to navigate recov-
ery because of their lived 
experiences,” stated Sena-
tor John C. Velis (D-West-
field). “As Senate Chair 
of the Joint Committee on 
Mental Health, Substance 
Use, and Recovery, one 
of my top priorities this 
session has been to send 
comprehensive legislation 
to the Governor that will 
help keep people alive and 
make quality recovery re-
sources more accessible 
throughout Massachusetts. 
That is why I am so grate-
ful to Senate President 
Spilka, Senator Crighton, 
Representative Madaro, 
and all of my colleagues 
who have worked tire-
lessly on this final legisla-
tion that will undoubtedly 
save and change countless 
lives.” 

“This legislation contin-
ues the Commonwealth’s 
dedication to addressing 
the opioid crisis by reduc-
ing stigma and providing 
the necessary support for 
those in recovery,” said 
Representative Alice Han-
lon Peisch (D-Wellesley), 
Assistant Majority Leader 
and member of the confer-
ence committee. “I want to 

thank the Speaker for his 
commitment to those im-
pacted by opioid addiction 
and Chairman Madaro for 
his dedication to getting 
this bill passed.”

“I am happy to have 
played a role as one of the 
final six legislators who 
negotiated the contents 
of this bill,” said Senator 
Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton). 
“This is a very comprehen-
sive, impactful bill devoid 
of controversy that will no 
doubt save lives at a very 
important time in histo-
ry and a bill that the vast 
majority of the citizens of 
the Commonwealth can 
support.”

“We are pleased that we 
could get this done before 
the session closed,” said 
Representative Michael 
J. Soter (R-Bellingham), 
a member of the confer-
ence committee. “This 
bill was compromised 
so that we can focus on 
the real issues of the sub-
stance abuse problem that 
plagues our state. I want to 
thank the Speaker for his 
work along with the Chair 
from the North End and 
Chair Madaro to help our 
conference committee get 
this over the finish line.”

The bill mandates that 
all health plans cover opi-
oid reversal drugs such as 
naloxone and Narcan—
without cost-sharing or 
prior authorization. It also 
requires hospitals and sub-
stance use treatment facil-
ities to educate patients on 
opioid reversal drugs and 
prescribe or dispense at 
least two doses to at-risk 
patients upon discharge. 
It also requires pharma-
cies in areas with high in-
cidences of overdoses to 
maintain a sufficient and 
consistent supply of opi-
oid reversal drugs while 
requiring them to stock 
both over the counter and 
prescription versions. 

The bill includes sev-
eral new insurance pro-
visions, including a pro-
hibition on life insurance 
companies from limiting 
or refusing coverage to a 
person solely because they 
obtained an opioid-rever-
sal drug, and a prohibition 
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JIMMY CARTER PRACTICED
WHAT HE PREACHED

The passing of former President Jimmy Carter at the age of 100 brings to an end 
the extraordinary life of a man who ascended from the small town of Plains, Georgia 
(population 552) to the highest office in the world.

Carter’s life-story is the political equivalent of a rags-to-riches Horatio Alger novel. 
He never gave up on anything he attempted, despite long odds and failure. As a boy 
he aspired to attend the U.S. Naval Academy, which he eventually did (after initially 
attending the Georgia Technology Institute) and from which he graduated in the top 
10 percent of his class.

After completing his military service, he went into peanut-farming (something he 
had done as a youngster) and almost went bankrupt. However, thanks to hard work 
and determination, he and his wife Rosalynn eventually turned the farm into a suc-
cessful enterprise.

Carter served as a state senator in Georgia before running for governor. He lost his 
first campaign, but won the second, serving from 1971-75 before launching his long-
shot bid for president despite being a virtual unknown on the national scene.

Jimmy Carter first came to our attention in an interview in a national magazine 
just as he was launching his bid for the presidency. Carter’s straight talk (in a press 
conference he described his ideology as, “Conservative, moderate, liberal, and mid-
dle-of-the-road”) impressed us as being just what the country needed in the immediate 
aftermath of the  Watergate scandal and the Vietnam War, two events in which our 
nation’s leaders had lied to us about everything.

Carter was an unconventional president in almost everything he did right from the 
start. On his second day in office, Carter pardoned all Vietnam War draft evaders. He 
immediately jump-started peace negotiations in the Mideast that culminated in 1978 
when he invited Anwar Sadat, the president of Egypt, and Menachem Begin, the pres-
ident of Israel, to Camp David and personally shuttled between their compounds for 
13 days to work out a peace plan.

He created a national energy policy that included conservation and renewable ener-
gy in an effort to wean the U.S. off our dependence on foreign oil. He also undertook 
the second round of strategic arms limitation talks with the Soviet Union. 

However, Jimmy Carter had the misfortune of beginning his presidency during a 
period of perceived decline in our nation. Our major cities were crime-ridden. New 
York City was bankrupt. Things went from bad to worse in the second half of his term 
with the disaster at Three Mile Island, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the Nica-
raguan Revolution in which avowed Communists took control of the country, and the 
Iranian Revolution, which not only saw our embassy workers be taken hostage,  but 
which also resulted in another oil price shock, leading to long lines at gas stations all 
across the country.

Jimmy Carter’s greatest strengths, his dogged determination and belief in his own 
ability, proved to be his greatest weaknesses. He failed to understand that politics is 
the art iof compromise. When he spoke to the American people about gasoline short-
ages and the high price of energy, he urged personal sacrifice, such as driving less, 
turning down thermostats, and wearing extra sweaters. Carter lacked the ability of 
many great leaders, such as Churchill, Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and Ronald Rea-
gan, to provide inspiration and hope. 

Even though we were young and enjoying ourselves immensely in the prime of our 
lives during his presidency, whenever we think back to the ‘70s, we think of a gloomy 
and depressing era -- ugh, what a mess it was. Jimmy Carter didn’t cause any of those 
problems, but he didn’t have any solutions either.

But as much as Jimmy Carter may not have been a successful president, his five 
decades post-presidency should serve as an inspiration to every American. There is 
no person in our lifetime who has been the exemplification of the ideals (and we’re 
not getting religious here) expressed by Jesus Christ: Love thy neighbor as thyself; do 
unto other as you would have them do unto you; let he who is without sin cast the first 
stone; and especially, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God.”

For almost 50 years, Jimmy Carter practiced the ideals that he preached from the 
pulpit in his small Baptist Church. His work with Habitat for Humanity, his efforts to 
eradicate the Guinea worm disease through the Carter Center, and his many diplomat-
ic efforts around the world earned him the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002.

Jimmy Carter served as the conscience of our nation -- and the world. 
His presence will be missed. May he rest in peace.

EVEN WHEN THE PATRIOTS WON, 
THEY LOST

Heading into the final week of the NFL season, the Patriots were in prime position 
to claim the #1 draft pick, which held the promise of trading that pick to a team that 
needs a quarterback in return for a number of other picks that the Pats could have used 
to restock their team.

All that the Pats had to do on Sunday was lose to the Buffalo Bills -- something the 
Patriots  had done on 13 previous occasions this season.

But they blew it -- they won! -- and thereby dropped to the #4 pick, which is of little 
consequence in this year’s draft.

Despite the victory, the Patriots fired first-year head coach Jerod Mayo. Admittedly, 
Mayo may have been in over his head as a first-time head coach, but the reality is that 
he never had a chance given New England’s pathetic roster.

The Patriots had been among the elite organizations in pro sports. But today they’re 
a joke, with no light at the end of the tunnel, no matter who their next head coach may 
be.

The futility of the Patriots this season makes us all the more appreciative of the ge-
nius of Bill Belickick and the greatness of Tom Brady. Even though the Pats may not 
make it back to the Super Bowl for quite a while, we can be grateful for the joy they 
brought us for almost two decades.

The East Boston Times-Free Press reserves the right to edit 
letters for space, accuracy and clarity. We regret that we 

cannot publish unsigned letters. Please include your street and 
telephone number with your submission. The East Boston 
Times-Free Press publishes columns, viewpoints and letters 

to the editor as a forum for readers to express their opinions 
and to encourage debate. Please note that the opinions 

expressed are not necessarily those of The East Boston Times-
Free Press. Text or attachments emailed to 

editor@eastietimes.com are preferred. 

Legislature passes measures to 
combat substance use disorder

See BILL Page 11
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SportsSports
THE EAST BOSTON JETS IN HOCKEY ACTION AGAINST LOWELL 

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm;    
Sun: 8am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, JANUARY 9TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY JANUARY 15TH, 2025

Krakus Imported Polish Ham ........................$6.99 /lb
Carando Mortadella ......................................$6.99 /lb
Kretschmar Honey Turkey Breast ..............$8.99 /lb
Corner Shop Swiss Cheese ..........................$6.99 /lb
Margherita Hot Cappicola ............................$6.99 /lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, January 10th through Sunday, January 12th

"while supplies last"

Produce
All Purpose Yellow Onions 2 lb bag ....................... 99¢
Fresh & Crisp Cucumbers ...................................... 59¢
California Fresh Romaine Lettuce .....................$1.79
Fresh & Crisp Green Bell Peppers .................$1.99/lb
Fresh Sweet & Delicious Mangos .................2/$3.00

BAKERY
Focaccia Bread ................................................ 2/$7.00
Cinnamon Elephant Ears 2pk  ...........................$2.99 
DELI
Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast ......................$5.99/lb

PRODUCE
Fresh & Sweet Premium Seedless 
Green Grapes .................................................................$2.99/lb

MEAT
Boneless Sirloin Strip Steaks ..................... $8.99/lb

GROCERY
Green Mountain K-Cups ..................................... $6.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Shell Sirloin Steaks ...................................... $6.99/lb
Grade A Fresh Chicken Tenders ..................$2.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters ....................$1.09/lb
Center Cut Boneless Pork Chops ...............$2.99/lb
Mrs. Budds' All White Meat 
Chicken Pot Pie 12oz.  .................................. 2/$8.00
Hatfield Bacon ............................................ 2/$12.00

College Inn Canned Broth ......................... 10/$10.00
Best Yet Macaroni & Cheese ....................... 2/$1.00
Best Yet Canned Vegetables ....................... 4/$3.00
Best Yet Apple Juice ..........................................$1.79
Best Yet Peanut Butter .................................3/$5.00
Best Yet Mayonnaise .....................................2/$7.00
Xtra Laundry Detergent ...............................2/$6.00
Dole Fruit Bowls .............................................2/$6.00
Starkist Solid White Canned Tuna ...............4/$5.00
Best Yet Frozen Potatoes ...........................2/$6.00
Best Yet Frozen Waffles ...............................2/$4.00
Pepperidge Farm Garlic Bread ..................... 2/$5.00
Best Yet Cheese Bars .................................5/$10.00
Chobani Greek Yogurt .....................................4/$5.00
Fair Life Milk ....................................................2/$9.00

Bakery
5" Vanilla Buttercream Cake ..............................$6.99
8" Baked Cherry Pie ..............................................$7.99
Juniors' Little Fella's Cheesecake ..................... $2.89

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

Hockey season is un-
derway for the East Bos-
ton Jets and though the 
season has gotten off to 
a slow start for coach Pat 
McGoff’s crew, good 

goaltending and a hand-
ful of experienced players 
will give the Jets some 
hard-earned success this 
season.   The Jets lost to 
Lowell in a December 26 

game at Porrazzo Rink 
and return to action play-
ing Everett January 8 at 5 
p.m. at home.

Mauricio Feloney (4) works his way along the boards.

Frankie McLaughlin (23) battles a pair of Lowell players for a loose puck.

Goaltender Finn Kempanien (30) is focused on making the save as Frankie McLaughlin (23) 
defends in a scramble in front of the East Boston net.

Ulises Rodriguez  (28) puts a hit on a Lowell forward against the boards. 

Cam Perry (2) works his way around a Lowell defender.

Frankie McLaughlin (23) checks a Lowell forward behind 
the East Boston net.

JJ Tritto (5) dodges his way through mid-ice traffic.



Page 6	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, January 8, 2025

EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH 
CENTER TO REBRAND AS NEIGHBORHEALTH

A rendering of Neighborhood Health’s Maverick location with the updated signage.

MARCH

During an announce-
ment to its nearly 2,000 
employees, East Boston 
Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC) outlined 
plans to rebrand its health 

system, which serves more 
than 120,000 people and 
has an operating budget of 
$270 million. The largest 
community-based prima-
ry care health system in 

Massachusetts announced 
it will become Neighbor-
Health in June 2024, tak-
ing on a new name and 
visual identity.

Coach of the Year Award was presented to EB High boys basketball coach Tyrone Figueroa 
(standing fourth from right) at the all-star game held at Emmanuel College on Thursday, 
March 14.  Coach Figueroa and his capable staff led the Jets to an appearance in the city 
league play-offs and record of 1-1 in the state tournament round and an overall record of 
17-6.  Representing the team from East Boston were seniors Javon Wise-Normil, Draggo 
Tejeda Feliz and Christian Sanders (seated).

FIGUEROA NAMED COACH OF THE YEAR

APRIL
EBCCS HOLDS 50TH 

ANNIVERSARY LEGACY GALA

Alumni, faculty, and members of the Most Holy Redeemer and Sacred Heart Parishes 
gathered on April 12 for East Boston Central Catholic School’s (EBCCS) 50th Anniversary 
Legacy Gala at Spinelli’s Function Facility. Shown above, Principal Robert Casaletto with 
his mother, Roberta Casaletto, librarian, daughter, Ashley, wife, Toni, daughter, Courtney, 
and son, Bobby. 

THE APRIL 2024 ECLIPSE

NANCY MARTEL PHOTO

A series of photos by a Revere resident show the path of the eclipse as it passed overhead 
on Monday, April 8.

MAY

The third annual Mara-
thon Daffodil Dash was 
held on The Track at 
Suffolk Downs. 
Above, the 9-and-10-
yearolds start their run.
Right, runners are 
cheered on by fellow 
runners.

 THIRD ANNUAL MARATHON DAFFODIL DASH EAST BOSTON MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY

The Boston Fire Department Honor Guard presenting the colors.

The East Boston Me-
morial Day Ceremony 
was held in Central Square 

on May 27 in honor of the 
37,000 Massachusetts res-
idents who lost their lives 

in service to the country 
since the Revolutionary 
War. 

JUNE

The Salesian Boys & Girls Club hosted its 15th Annual Summer Camp Scholarship Auction 
& Fundraiser in the newly renovated gymnasium on June 20. Shown are Revere Council-
or-at-Large Tony Zambuto, Jim Kearney, trustee of the East Boston Foundation, Michael Tri-
ant, Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director, Josh Kraft, President of the New England 
Patriots Foundation, Representative Adrian Madaro, and Councilor Gigi Coletta Zapata. 

SALESIAN BOYS & GIRLS CLUB HOLDS ANNUAL 
SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIP AUCTION, FUNDRAISER

EBHS CLASS OF 2024

East Boston High School 144th Graduation Exercises at Sartori Stadium. On Friday, June 
14,  240 students received their diplomas in front of family and friends at Satori Stadium 
behind Logan Airport. 

2024 Year in Review in Photos
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 Inspection Station
 Winterize Your Vehicle

  Auto Repair
 Tires for your conveniencefor your convenience

 repair and park service repair and park service
call john for detailscall john for details

for your conveniencefor your convenience
 repair and park service repair and park service

call john for detailscall john for details

4 generations of

car care    repair

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371

owned and operated
by

tHe Digregorio faMiLY
since 1947

tom digregorio | john digregorio






&

JULY
THE GO-TO PLACE IN EAST BOSTON

First Priority Credit Union’s Vice President and Lending Manager, Steve Borgerson (third 
from the left) is seen here presenting First Time Home Buyer Safi S. (second from the left) 
with a check for $30,806 which was used for down payment and closing cost assistance for 
the purchase of his new condo in Winthrop. First Priority Credit Union was able to secure 
the down payment assistance grant through the Credit Union’s Partnership with the 
Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston. The FHLBB’s  Equity Builder Program provides grant 
funds to assist qualified First Time Home Buyers with the purchase of a primary residence. 
Safi was the second credit union member that they able to secure grant funds for. Said 
Mr. Borgerson “with affordable housing being such a challenge for the average person 
the credit union was happy to participate in the Equity Builder Program and make home 
ownership possible for two of our members”.  Also seen in the picture is Brian Spehar, Sr. 
Underwriter at FPCU (first from the left)  and attorney Joseph Cattoggio (forth from the 
left), who facilitated the sale of the property.

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTO

One of the inaugural events of Eastie Week is the Walk For Music presented by Zumix. It is 
a parade to celebrate music and community as teachers, students, and their supporters of 
the East Boston educational resource march with a brass band and celebrate the creativity  
of East Boston. 

ZUMIX HOSTS ANNUAL WALK FOR MUSIC

MAIN STREETS HOLD TASTE OF EASTIE 

East Boston Main Streets 
(EBMS) presented the 28th 
Annual Taste of Eastie on 
July 23 at the outdoor 
waterfront venue, The Tall 
Ship. Shown (above) are 
members of Charlesgate 
Realty, one of the event 
sponsors. Shown (right) 
Mi Pueblito Orient Heights 
serving nachos and guaca-
mole to guests. 

AUGUST

MARIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Tracy Hollander, Frank Borriello, Erich Sbraccia, and John Moore shown above making 
their way across the course at Ferncroft Country Club during the annual “Eastie on the 
Links” golf tournament fundraiser for East Boston Central Catholic School. 

EASTIE ON THE LINKS ANNUAL  FUNDRAISER

The Veronica Robles Cultural Center and the Colombian Cultural Heritage Committee held 
the 3rd Viva Colombia Boston Festival. Shown (above) Border Street behind the Veronica 
Robles Cultural Center was packed with attendees for the Columbian Festival. 

VIVA COLOMBIA BOSTON FESTIVAL

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTO

EAST BOSTON CELEBRATES EASTIE PRIDE DAY

August 17 was a great day 
to spend celebrating the 
long history and heritage of 
East Boston at Piers Park at 
the annual Eastie Pride Day.
Above, East Boston Piers 
Park Sailing Program, Santi 
Plaza, Christian Holt, Libby 
Carney, Aviel Lanzo, Aline 
Lanzo, and Ve Thar enjoying 
the day.
Right, Ayla DaSilva and 
Arianna Miranda had their 
faces painted. 

2024 Year in Review in Photos
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First Responders from the Boston Police, Boston Fire, and Massport were on hand for the ceremo-
ny. 

REMEMBERING SEPT. 11 ATTACKS 
IN CEREMONY AT PIERS PARK

SEPTEMBER

EAST BOSTON HOLDS OPEN STREETS
Bennington Street, 

from Day Square to Cen-
tral Square, was closed to 
traffic during the City of 

Boston’s Open Streets on 
September 15. 

Neighbors exploring local vendors along Bennington Street during Open Streets on Sep-
tember 15.

NEIGHBORHEALTH ANNOUNCES MAJOR 
CLINICAL CARE EXPANSION TO MEET 

COMMUNITY NEED FOR PRIMARY CARE

Shown (left to right) are John Gioioso, Vice President, Campus Operations, Neighbor-
Health; Marianne Grenham, Senior Director, Adult Medicine, NeighborHealth; James 
Murnane, Site Manager, Wise Construction; Dr. Catherine Silva, Medical Director, Adult 
Medicine, NeighborHealth; Dr. Ryan Boxill, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating 
Officer, NeighborHealth; Greg Wilmot, President and CEO, NeighborHealth; and Hollis 
Graham, Associate Vice President, Strategy, NeighborHealth.

OCTOBER

NeighborHealth, for-
merly East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center, 
announced a multi-faceted 
clinical space expansion at 
the community health sys-
tem’s 20 Maverick Square 

outpatient facility adjacent 
to MBTA’s Maverick Sta-
tion in East Boston. This 
multi-year, two-part con-
struction project is part of 
NeighborHealth’s ongoing 
efforts to extend access 

to healthcare and social 
services across Greater 
Boston in response to the 
Commonwealth’s ongoing 
healthcare capacity chal-
lenges.  

ITALIAN AMERICAN ALLIANCE CELEBRATES 
COLUMBUS DAY AT TALL SHIP PARK IN EASTIE

October 14 was cele-
brated as Columbus Day, 
and in the Italian commu-
nity it’s a means to cele-

brate their heritage with 
family, fun, and food. The 
Italian American Alliance 
Committee hosted a cel-

ebration at Pier 1 in East 
Boston, complete with a 
tall ship background.

The Italian American Alliance at the 2024 Columbus Day Celebration at 1 East Pier Drive in 
East Boston.

NOVEMBER

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTO

THE VERONICA ROBLES CULTURAL CENTER 
PRESENTS DAY OF THE DEAD CELEBRATION

The Veronica Robles Cultural Center presented its Day Of The Dead celebration which 
included a parade. The parade ended at Central Square where music and dancing enter-
tained all who attended. 

EAST BOSTON HOLDS 
VETERANS DAY SERVICES

The East Boston JROTC Color Guard (above) was on hand for the East Boston Veterans Day 
ceremony to post the colors on Monday morning at 11a.m. on the 11th day of the 11th 
month. Shown are Lt. Colonel Lee Fife, Cadets Sophia Moran, Brian Rodriguez, Lily Moran 
and Samuel Taranto. 

FIRST PRIORITY CREDIT UNION 
HOLDS ‘MEET SANTA’ EVENT

PHOTO BY MARIANNE SALZA

A red carpet led to Santa at First Priority Credit Union’s second Meet Santa event on De-
cember 7. The free community gathering featured pictures with Santa, taken by profes-
sional photographer, Quinn Barbour.

THE MADARO FOUNDATION HOSTS 
ANNUAL EASTIE’S ELVES TOY DRIVE AT THE 

HARBORSIDE HYATT IN EAST BOSTON

Eastie’s Elves Toy Drive /Dinner Dance tradition has brought smiles and happiness to thou-
sands of children around the East Boston Community, and now has expanded its range 
to include the communities of Revere and Winthrop. Shown are Representative Madaro 
with his staff that worked tirelessly making Eastie’s Elves a success. Front: Jessica Bresler, 
Gabriela Ramirez, Steven Gingras, Marcela Lopez-Romero, Brianna Pereira, and Gloribel 
Rivas-Soldz. Back: Thomas Baranowski, and Garrett Kirk. 

DECEMBER

2024 Year in Review in Photos
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More than one-third (36 
percent) of U.S. home fires 
involving Christmas trees 
occur in January. With 
this post-holiday fire haz-
ard in mind, the National 
Fire Protection Associa-
tion® (NFPA®) strongly 
encourages everyone to 
dispose of Christmas trees 
promptly after the holiday 
season.

“As much as we all 
enjoy the look and feel 
of Christmas trees in our 
homes, they’re large com-
bustible items that have 
the potential to result in 
serious fires,” said Lor-
raine Carli, vice president 
of Outreach and Advocacy 
at NFPA.

According to NFPA 
data, Christmas tree fires 
don’t happen often, but 
when they do occur, 
they’re more likely to 
be serious. That’s in part 
because fresh Christmas 
trees dry out over time, 
making them more flam-
mable the longer they’re 
in the home. A dried-out 
Christmas tree will burn 
much more quickly than a 
well-watered one.

Between 2018 and 
2022, there was an esti-
mated annual average of 
155 home structure fires 
that began with Christmas 

trees, resulting in four ci-
vilian deaths, seven ci-
vilian injuries, and $15 
million in direct property 
damage.

“Fires that begin with 
Christmas trees represent 
a very small but notable 
part of the U.S. fire prob-
lem, considering that they 
are generally in use for a 
short time each year,” said 
Carli.

To safely dispose of 
a Christmas tree, NFPA 
recommends using the 
local community’s recy-
cling program, if possible; 
trees should not be put in 
the garage or left outside. 
NFPA also offers these 
tips for safely removing 
lighting and decorations 
to ensure that they remain 
in good condition:

• Use the gripping area 
on the plug when unplug-
ging electrical decora-

tions. Never pull the cord 
to unplug any device from 
an electrical outlet, as this 
can harm the wire and 
insulation of the cord, in-
creasing the risk for shock 
or electrical fire.

• As you pack up light 
strings, inspect each line 
for damage, throwing out 
any sets that have loose 
connections, broken sock-
ets or cracked or bare 
wires.

• Wrap each set of lights 
and put them in individual 
plastic bags or wrap them 
around a piece of card-
board.

• Store electrical dec-
orations in a dry place 
away from children and 
pets where they will not 
be damaged by water or 
dampness.

For this release and oth-
er announcements about 
NFPA initiatives, research, 

and resources, please visit 
the NFPA press room.

Founded in 1896, 
NFPA® is a global, 
self-funded, nonprofit 
organization devoted to 
eliminating death, injury, 
property and economic 
loss due to fire, electrical 
and related hazards. The 
association delivers in-
formation and knowledge 
through more than 300 
consensus codes and stan-
dards, research, training, 
education, outreach and 
advocacy; and by partner-
ing with others who share 
an interest in furthering 
the NFPA mission. For 
more information, visit 
www.nfpa.org. All NFPA 
codes and standards can 
be viewed online for free 
at www.nfpa.org/freeac-
cess.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

To place a memoriam, 
please call 781-485-0588

To place a memoriam, please call 781-485-0588

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 3 inch
$360.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING ROOFING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Delco Utilities, Inc.

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICES

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140ISMA CERTIFIED  FULLY INSURED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MA #E32101

oB st ts oe nB

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20
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Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

oB st ts oe nB

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

Chimney Repairs
Gutters

Carpentry
Roof Repairs
Replacement

Painting • Siding
Foundations

617-377-0527
Call for a FREE Estimate!

CLEANING 
SERVICES CONTRACTOR

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

APT FOR RENT

FISHING BOAT CAPTAIN - Federal 
License req’d, 30 ton or better. 
 47’ Commercial fishing - 100% 
permitted licensed & insured.
Docked East Boston.
 857-756-2988 or email: 
bluefish2882@yahoo.com

HELP WANTED - 
FULL TIME

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

More than one-third of Christmas tree home fires occur in Jan.

Winthrop Fort Heath  Ocean View: 1 
Bedroom starting at $2195, modern-
ized. Minutes to Boston. Heat, hot 
water  , amenities , pool, billiard /
excerise rooms, sunroom, view & steps 
to ocean. Non smoking, No pets.  Call 
Debera, 617-846-7300. 1/29/25

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court 
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU24P2775EA
Estate of:
Herbert Stuart
Cohen
Also known as:
Herbert S. Cohen,
Herbert Cohen,
Herb Cohen
Date of Death:
12/11/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has 
been filed by Kathryn R. 
Cohen of Barrington, NH 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 

other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Kathryn R. Cohen 
of Barrington, NH be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond unsu-
pervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
02/06/2025.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 
action may be taken 

without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
ad ministration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: December 26, 
2024
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate
01/08/25
EB

LEGAL NOTICE

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SOLD

SUN TRANSCRIPT

First in Sail

East Boston
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Home To The Je
t
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imal some pain and you 
some money. 

Routine, at-home dental 
care is one of the most im-
portant (but often neglect-
ed) quality-of-life care a 
pet guardian can provide. 
If you can set a routine to 
brush your critter’s teeth 
at least once or, at best, 
twice a day, it can help 
prevent pain and a cascade 
of health issues from peri-
odontal disease. 

Make Your Home 
Pet-Friendly

Does your cat have 
places to climb, not only 
because cats love to climb, 
but also to get away from 
dogs, children, (or even 
you) when she wants to be 
left alone?

We often notice cats and 
sometimes dogs perched 
in windows. Does your lit-
tle friend love to watch the 
world go by or keep track 
of the birds in the trees? If 
you don’t have wide win-
dow sills, do what you can 
to provide a comfortable 
and secure perch. And, be 
sure there is no possibility 

of a fall out of the window.
Safety is another issue. 

In our tech-filled world, 
we run wired chargers 
here, there, and every-
where. These can be 
tempting to little friends 
who spend far more 
time on the floor looking 
around than we do. Keep 
those devices unplugged 
or out of reach when you 
aren’t using them.

Finally, educate your-
self about foods, plants, 
household products, and 
odd dangers from ribbons 
that cats might ingest to 
stray socks that a big dog 
might eat. 

The saddest assess-

ment of the quality of life 
required of any animal 
guardian is when their 
pet’s health drastically 
reduces their enjoyment 
of life. With our pets, we 
are allowed to end suffer-
ing. However, before you 
make that decision, check 
your options. It may be 
that more specialized vet-
erinary care, a new med-
ication, or a mobility aid 
could make a difference. 

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

HVNA //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In 2024, the City Coun-
cil had its third opportuni-
ty to influence the budget. 
Coletta Zapata hosted four 
town halls to gather input 
from constituents on pri-
orities, such as youth pro-
grams, ESOL classes for 
parents, affordable hous-
ing, and upgrades to city 
services. For FY26, her 
budget priorities include 
investments in rodent mit-
igation, expanding housing 
vouchers, increasing pest 
control inspections, and 
expanding resources for 
law enforcement and pub-
lic health.

Throughout the year, 
Coletta Zapata advanced 
a comprehensive policy 
agenda, focusing on both 
the practical functions and 
long-term goals for the city. 
Notable initiatives include:

• The exploration of a 
municipal Climate Bank to 
stimulate economic devel-
opment, create green jobs, 
and address climate chal-

lenges.
• Establishing the Office 

of Climate Resilience to 
accelerate waterfront forti-
fication efforts.

• Launching a Food Cart 
Pilot Program to support 
food vendors in establish-
ing businesses without the 
costs of brick-and-mortar 
locations.

• Advocating for the 
expansion of affordable 
housing, including right-
to-counsel measures and 
increasing housing inspec-
tors.

• Introducing a Home 
Rule Petition to address 
public safety personnel 
shortages by raising the 
Boston Police Depart-
ment’s maximum age for 
candidates.

Additionally, Coletta 
Zapata served as Chair of 
both the Government Op-
erations Committee and the 
Environmental Justice, Re-
siliency & Parks Commit-
tee. Under her leadership, 

the City Council passed 
several critical ordinanc-
es, including the creation 
of a Planning Department, 
measures to promote safe 
and healthy hotels, and the 
establishment of an Office 
of Labor Compliance and 
Worker Protections.

In the new year, Council-
or Coletta Zapata is excited 
to continue advocating for 
District 1 with a robust pol-
icy agenda. Coletta Zapa-
ta encourages residents 
to contact her office for a 
meeting to discuss sugges-
tions and ideas for solving 
the most persistent issues. 
To see her 2024 Annual 
Report in full, please visit 
bit.ly/GCZ_Report for En-
glish and bit.ly/GCZ_Re-
porte for Spanish.

For additional informa-
tion please contact the Of-
fice of Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta by phone at (617) 
635-3200 or by email at 
gabriela.ramirez@boston.
gov.

Report //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Our furry family mem-
bers need more from 
us than regular feeding, 
walking, and routine 
health care. They need us 
to be concerned about the 
quality of their lives.

If you have a dog or a 
cat, you want to do every-
thing possible to keep your 
animal happy and healthy. 
However, finding time to 
do things that can improve 
their quality of life may be 
challenging. To overcome 
this, resolve to form new 
habits and set a few goals 
for the new year.

Dedicated Time
You know the activities 

you love to do with your 
dog or cat. However, you 
should also think about 
the activities your little 
pal loves to do with you. 
It could be a play session 
when you toss a toy or 
wiggle an interactive cat 
teaser. Recognizing joyful 
moments can take careful 
observation. Plan to do 
more of it once you know 
what fills your animal’s 
life with bliss.

On the other hand, you 
also know what activities 
cause your pet stress and 
fear, diminishing their 
quality of life. You should 

take whatever steps are 
needed to support the an-
imal through difficult sit-
uations and desensitize 
them as best you can. For 
example, you might vis-
it the grooming parlor or 
veterinary office and have 
the staff give your pet a 
treat between scheduled 
visits.

Learn To Do The Basics
You are the one most 

likely to spot something 
abnormal with your cat 
and the one who speaks 
for your dog when he 
needs medical care. A 
quick home check-up reg-
ularly might save the an-

City Paws

Quality of life

PHOTO BY PIOTR MUSIOL

Your cat’s purr is an excellent sign that she is enjoying your 
moment together. 

who spoke out against the 
project were dissatisfied 
with the late closing time 
and alcohol being served 
in a location with a large 
number of children. Those 
opposed also outlined is-
sues with trash, rodents, 
and more concerns. 

Then, another abutters 
meeting was held in Sep-
tember, and the proposal 
was updated. Specifical-
ly, the number of seats 
dropped to 20, and the 
hours changed from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Additionally, it was 
noted at this time that the 
proponents would also be 
going before the Zoning 
Board of Appeal to change 
the building’s occupancy 
from a beauty salon to a 
restaurant, expand the bath-
room to make it handicap 
accessible, and do addition-
al work like painting and 
framing. 

Although changes were 
made to the project, many 
maintained their outright 
opposition to the project. 

As recently as October, 
Marcella indicated at an 
HVNA meeting that there 
were 47 letters from abut-
ters and 173 signatures 
from residents who op-
posed the project. 

Following the announce-
ment that the presentation 
would be delayed, Marcel-
la stated that the tentative 
plan is for it to occur at the 
association’s meeting next 
month. 

He noted that the Febru-
ary presentation was tenta-
tive because HVNA bylaws 
require developers to com-
plete a project form. 

“This project form is one 
of the requirements that we 
have before you come up 
here and present your proj-
ect, and that’s something 
that this particular propo-

nent for 636-638 [Benning-
ton Street] has not been able 
to provide over the past two 
months,” said Marcella. 

Marcella also urged 
those in attendance inter-
ested in reiterating their po-
sition in support or opposi-
tion to the project to contact 
Eva Jones, a city communi-
ty engagement specialist, 
by email at eva.jones2@
boston.gov, citing the long, 
ongoing process. 

Ultimately, he mentioned 
that if the project were to 
be presented to the HVNA 
in February, a vote would 
happen after a second pre-
sentation occurs. 

For more information 
about the HVNA, visit its 
Facebook page at https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/harborviewna/ or 
its website at https://har-
borvieweastboston.com/. 
The group’s next meeting 
is scheduled for February 3.

State Fire Marshal offers 
cold snap heating safety tips

With temperatures ex-
pected to dip into the 
teens overnight this week, 
Massachusetts State Fire 
Marshal Jon M. Davine 
is reminding residents to 
stay warm safely and pro-
tect their loved ones from 
some of the most common 
home heating fires.

“We’re expecting very 
cold weather in the nights 
ahead, and home heating 
appliances will be work-
ing overtime,” said State 
Fire Marshal Jon M. Da-
vine. “Heating equipment 
is the leading cause of 
carbon monoxide at home 
and the second leading 
cause of residential fires. 
Whether you’re using gas, 
oil, solid fuel, or space 
heaters to keep warm, be 
sure you keep safe, too.”

State Fire Marshal 
Davine said there were 
nearly 6,000 heating fires 
in Massachusetts from 
2019 to 2023. These 
fires claimed eight lives, 
caused 139 injuries to fire-
fighters and residents, and 
contributed to over $42 
million in damage. And 
in 2023 alone, Massa-
chusetts fire departments 
reported finding carbon 
monoxide at nearly 5,000 
non-fire incidents.

 
Smoke and Carbon 
Monoxide Alarms

Every household needs 
working smoke and car-
bon monoxide alarms on 
every level of their home. 
Check the manufacturing 
date on the back of your 
alarms so you know when 
to replace them: smoke 
alarms should be replaced 
after 10 years, and carbon 
monoxide alarms should 
be replaced after 5 to 10 
years depending on the 
model. If your alarms take 
alkaline batteries, put in 
fresh batteries twice a year 
when you change your 
clocks. If it’s time to re-
place your alarms, choose 
new ones from a well-
known, national brand. 
Select smoke alarms with 
a sealed, long-life battery 
and a hush feature.

 
Natural Gas and 

Oil Heat
If you have a furnace, 

water heater, or oil burn-
er, have it professionally 

checked and serviced each 
year. This will help it run 
more efficiently, which 
will save you money and 
could save your life. Al-
ways keep a three-foot 
“circle of safety” around 
the appliance clear of 
anything that could catch 
fire. Never store painting 
supplies, aerosol cans, or 
other flammable items 
near these appliances. If 
you smell gas, don’t use 
any electrical switches or 
devices: get out, stay out, 
and call 9-1-1 right away.

Residents struggling 
to pay for heating bills or 
maintenance may be eligi-
ble for assistance through 
the Massachusetts home 
energy assistance program 
(HEAP). No matter what 
type of heating equip-
ment you use, HEAP may 
be able to help you pay 
your winter heating bills 
or maintain your heating 
system. All Massachusetts 
residents are encouraged 
to explore eligibility for 
this free program and ap-
ply for assistance.

 
Solid Fuel Heating

If you use a fireplace or 
a stove that burns wood, 
pellets, or coal, always 
keep the area around it 
clear for three feet in all 
directions. This circle of 
safety should be free of 
furniture, drapery, rugs, 
books and papers, fuel, 
and any other flamma-
ble items. To prevent 
sparks and embers from 
escaping, use a fireplace 
screen or keep the stove 
door closed while burn-
ing. Use only dry, sea-
soned hardwood and don’t 
use flammable liquids to 
start the fire. To dispose 
of ashes, wait until they 
are cool and shovel them 
into a metal bucket with a 
lid and place it outside at 
least 10 feet away from 
the building.

Have your chimney 
and flue professionally 
inspected and cleaned 
each year. Most chimney 
fires are caused by burn-
ing creosote, a tarry sub-
stance that builds up as 
the fireplace, wood stove, 
or pellet stove is used. If 
burning creosote, sparks, 
embers, or hot gases es-
cape through cracks in the 

flue or chimney, they can 
cause a fire that spreads 
to the rest of the struc-
ture. Annual cleaning and 
inspection can minimize 
this risk. Contact the 
Massachusetts Chimney 
Sweep Guild or Chimney 
Safety Institute of Amer-
ica to identify reputable 
local companies.

 
Space Heaters

Keep space heaters at 
least three feet from cur-
tains, bedding, and any-
thing else that can burn. 
Plug them directly into a 
wall socket, not an exten-
sion cord or a power strip, 
and remember that they’re 
for temporary use. Always 
turn a space heater off 
when you leave the room 
or go to sleep.

When purchasing a 
space heater, select one 
that’s been tested and la-
beled by a nationally rec-
ognized testing company, 
such as Underwriters Lab-
oratories (UL) or Intertek 
(ETL). Newer space heat-
ers should have an auto-
matic shut-off switch that 
turns the device off if it 
tips over. Unvented ker-
osene space heaters and 
portable propane space 
heaters are not permitted 
for residential use in Mas-
sachusetts, State Fire Mar-
shal Davine said: the risk 
of fire and carbon mon-
oxide poisoning that they 
pose is too great.

 
Create and Practice a 

Home Escape Plan
Everyone should have a 

home escape plan that ac-
counts for two ways out of 
every room, and everyone 
should be able to open the 
doors and windows along 
the way. Remember that 
children, older adults, and 
people with disabilities 
may need extra assistance.

 
More Home Heating 

Safety Tips
The Department of Fire 

Services offers a wealth 
of home heating safety 
information, including the 
“Keep Warm, Keep Safe” 
tool kit for local fire de-
partments, caregivers, and 
service providers, on the 
DFS web site.

STRUGGLING WITH 
FOOD ACCESS? 

Call Project Bread’s 
Toll-Free FoodSource Ho-
tline for Assistance Today

Winter can stretch bud-
gets to the breaking point. 
With increased costs for 
food, heating, housing, 
and transportation, many 
Massachusetts families 
are facing tough choices. 
If you or your family need 
help accessing food, don’t 
wait—call Project Bread’s 
toll-free FoodSource Ho-
tline today at 1-800-645-
8333.

The FoodSource Ho-
tline connects residents 
to the resources they need 
right now. Trained coun-

selors are available to help 
you apply for SNAP (Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program), find free 
meals for children, and 
locate emergency food 
programs like community 
meals and food pantries. 
The hotline can also re-
fer callers to other federal 
food programs, like WIC 
(Women, Infants, and 
Children).

Whether you’re a col-
lege student, a senior, or 
a family facing hardship, 
the FoodSource Hotline is 
a confidential, free, trust-
ed resource recommended 
by the Massachusetts De-
partment of Transitional 
Assistance and the De-
partment of Elementary 

and Secondary Education 
for anyone seeking food 
assistance.

Call Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. or Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. for support, 
available in over 180 lan-
guages.

Get Help Now: If you 
are struggling with food 
insecurity, call 1-800-645-
8333. For more informa-
tion and access to resourc-
es, visit Project Bread’s 
website, where you can 
find information in En-
glish, Spanish, Portu-
guese, Chinese, Vietnam-
ese, and Haitian Creole. 
Don’t wait—help is just a 
phone call away.

News in Brief

PLEASE VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM
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on medical malpractice in-
surers from discriminating 
against health care practi-
tioners who provide harm 
reduction services. It fur-
ther updates requirements 
for insurance providers to 
ensure adequate coverage 
and access to pain man-
agement services includ-
ing non-opioid treatments 
and expands access to 
non-opioid pain treatment 
by incorporating non-opi-
oid alternatives into pro-
vider training.

No person should face 
discrimination because of 
substance use disorder or 
receiving medication for it 
in the past. This legislation 
therefore clarifies DPH’s 
authority to enforce an-
ti-discrimination pro-
tections for people with 
SUD who are covered by 
public health insurance 
and prohibits discrimina-
tion against those lawfully 
possessing or taking med-
ication for opioid-related 
SUD treatment.

Further, the bill protects 
public health and harm re-
duction organizations and 
their agents from profes-
sional disciplinary action 
or civil or criminal liabil-
ity if they are providing 
drug checking services 
in good faith. It also pro-
tects individuals from 
criminal liability when 
seeking treatment from 
such organizations. This 
change should help detect 
and protect against dead-
ly contaminants that are 
increasingly found in the 
drug supply. 

In addition, the bill 
promotes the recovery of 
pregnant people on med-

ications for substance 
use disorder by clarifying 
that encountering a sub-
stance-exposed newborn 
does not trigger an auto-
matic referral to the De-
partment of Children and 
Families (DCF). It further 
directs DCF to lead the 
creation of regulations 
related to care, treatment, 
and reporting of sub-
stance-exposed newborns. 

It also establishes re-
covery coach licensing in 
the Commonwealth and 

places oversight under 
the DPH, to ensure com-
pliance with best practic-
es. Under this bill, insur-
ance companies would be 
required to cover services 
provided by licensed re-
covery coaches. 

A fact sheet with ad-
ditional highlights of the 
compromise legislation is 
available online. 

Having passed the Leg-
islature, the bill now heads 
to the Governor’s desk for 
her signature.

Cartwright //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FUNCTION FACILITY

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $26.95

Please accept sincere condolences, from the  
Spinelli family and staff. During this difficult time,  
we would like to offer our facility at a specially re-
duced price, for you, your family and friends.

Served Upon Arrival
Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

Buffet Luncheon Menu
Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter
Chicken, Ziti and Broccoli Alfredo
Eggplant Parmigiana
Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

Per 
Person

Above price does not include a 19% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499                   www.spinellis.com

Celebrate Catholic
Schools Week 2025

  January 26 - February 1
#CSW25

Publishing January 23 & 24
3x5 or 2x8 Color $200.00 Per Paper
3x5 or 2x8 Color $700.00 4 Papers
3x5 or 2x8 Color $900.00 8 Papers

The Revere Journal • The Winthrop Sun Transcript • Chelsea Record
Everett Independent • East Boston Times Free Press

Charlestown Patriot Bridge • North End Regional Review

Deadline: Thursday, January 16th
Email your rep.  or call 781-485-0588

Maureen DiBella - mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
Sioux Gerow - charlestownads@hotmail.com

Deb DiGregorio - deb@reverejournal.com

The Catholic Schools Week (CSW) 2023 – 2026 theme is “Catholic Schools: United in Faith and Community.” 
Catholic schools have an irreplaceable role in the Church’s evangelizing mission. Building on the central goal 

of Catholic schools to form saints, Catholic schools teach and embrace the whole person, body, mind and spirit. 
The fact that all members of a Catholic school community share the Christian vision of faith that Christ is the 

foundation of Catholic education is what unites the school as a faith-filled community.

While faith is the binding element in Catholic schools, the Church reiterates that parents are the first teachers of 
their children. Holding this tenet, Catholic school communities expand beyond the walls of school buildings to 

envelop the family as an integral part of the school community. Together teachers, administrators, staff, students 
and parents fuel the light of faith by integrating culture with faith and faith with living.

of Suffolk, and fills the 
position being vacated by 
Maura Sweeney Doyle, 
Esq. Clerk Doyle was ap-
pointed to the position 
in 1996, and was subse-
quently elected in 1998, 
serving for 28 years before 
retiring on December 21, 
2024. Attorney Cartwright 
is the second woman and 
first black person to hold 
this position since its in-
ception in 1693.

“For nearly three de-
cades, we have been fortu-
nate to have Maura Doyle 
serving in this position, 
and she has done so with 
professionalism, passion, 
and dedication,” said 
Chief Justice Kimberly 
S. Budd. “Today, we are 
equally fortunate to have 
Allison Cartwright step-

ping into this role. As an 
experienced lawyer and 
manager, she is well pre-
pared to lead the county 
clerk’s office, and my col-
leagues and I look forward 
to working with her.”

The SJC Clerk for the 
County of Suffolk is re-
sponsible for the manage-
ment of the Court’s single 
justice caseload, which 
is comprised of petitions 
seeking review of low-
er court rulings under the 
SJC’s general superinten-
dency power and various 
rules of court; bail review; 
appeals from State registra-
tion boards and agencies; 
all matters relating to Bar 
Admission and the practice 
of law in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts; 
and administrative disci-

plinary matters filed by the 
Board of Bar Overseers af-
fecting members of the bar.

“I am excited and hon-
ored to have the privilege 
of serving as the next Clerk 
of the SJC for the County 
of Suffolk,” said Attorney 
Cartwright.  “My team and 
I recognize the important 
role the Clerk’s Office has 
to ensure that our state’s 
highest court maintains its 
independence and delivers 
justice in a manner that is 
fair, equitable, and accessi-
ble to the people of Massa-
chusetts.”

Retired Supreme Judi-
cial Court Chief Justice 
Roderick L. Ireland served 
as Master of Ceremonies. 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited by Attorney 
Cartwright’s son, Jonathan 

Clearing snow and ice 
from driveways, side-
walks and parking lots is 
no small job. You rely on 
your outdoor power equip-
ment to do the heavy lift-
ing, and it’s important to 
keep safety in mind. The 
Outdoor Power Equip-
ment Institute (OPEI) 
reminds home and busi-
ness owners to use snow 
throwers, often referred 
to as snow blowers, safely 
and offers tips to help.

“Weather today is un-
predictable. You need to 
have your snow throw-
er serviced and ready to 
power up,” says OPEI 
President and CEO Kris 
Kiser. “Review your own-
er’s manual so you can 
use your equipment safe-
ly.” Kiser says preparation 
is key and that home and 
business owners should 
consider the following:

Review the owner’s 
manual. Check the own-
er’s manual for safe han-
dling procedures. If the 
manual cannot be found, 
look it up online, and store 
a copy on your computer 
so it’s available to refer-

ence in the 
future. Review how to op-
erate controls. Be able to 
shut off equipment quick-
ly.

Check equipment. The 
snow thrower should be 
powered off when being 
checked over. Adjust any 
cables and check the au-
ger.

Charge batteries. Lo-
cate the batteries for your 
snow thrower and charge 
them fully before it snows.

Purchase fuel. Be sure 
to use the correct fuel 
recommended by the 

equipment’s 
manufacturer. For most 
gasoline-powered snow 
throwers, that is E10 or 
less. Often fuel stations 
are closed after a storm so 
buy gasoline in advance 
of storms. Fuel that is 
more than 30 days old can 
phase separate and cause 
operating problems. For 
more information on fu-
eling properly see www.
opei.org/programs/etha-
nolwarning 

Store and use fuel prop-
erly. Place gasoline in a 
proper fuel container and 

label it with the date pur-
chased and the ethanol 
content. Store fuel safe-
ly and out of the reach of 
children. Fill the fuel tank 
outside before starting the 
engine and while the en-
gine is cold. Never add 
fuel to a running or hot 
engine.

Clear the area. Snow 
can sometimes hide ob-
jects. Doormats, hoses, 
balls, toys, boards, wires, 
and other debris should be 
removed from areas you 
intend to clear. When run 
over by a snow thrower, 
these objects may harm 
the machine or people. 

Dress for winter weath-
er. Locate safety gear 
now, and place it in an 
accessible closet or loca-
tion. Wear safety glasses, 
gloves and footwear that 
can handle cold and slip-
pery surfaces when oper-
ating the snow thrower. 

Key Safety Tip: Nev-
er put your hands inside 
the auger or chute. Use a 
clean out tool to unclog 
snow or debris from the 
snow thrower. Your hands 
should never go inside the 

auger or chute.
Turn OFF the snow 

thrower if you need to 
clear a clog. If you need to 
remove debris or unclog 
snow, always turn off the 
snow thrower. Wait for 
all moving parts to come 
to a complete stop before 
clearing any clogs or de-
bris.

Operate in visible con-
ditions. Never operate 
the snow thrower without 
good visibility or light. 

Aim with care. Never 
throw snow toward people 
or cars. Keep children or 
pets inside and away from 
your snow thrower when 
it is operating. 

Use extreme caution 
on slopes and hills. Use 
caution when changing 
directions on slopes. Do 
not attempt to clear steep 
slopes. 

Know where the cord 
is. If using an electric 
powered snow thrower, be 
aware of where the power 
cord is at all times. Avoid 
tripping.

OPEI is an internation-
al trade association rep-
resenting manufacturers 

and suppliers of power 
equipment, small engines, 
battery power systems, 
portable generators, utili-
ty and personal transport 
vehicles, and golf cars. 
OPEI is the advocacy 
voice of the industry, and 
a recognized Standards 
Development Organi-
zation for the American 
National Standards Insti-
tute (ANSI) and active 
internationally through 
the International Organi-
zation for Standardization 
(ISO), and the Interna-
tional Electrotechnical 
Commission (IEC) in the 
development of safety and 
performance standards. 
OPEI owns Equip Expo-
sition, the international 
landscape, outdoor living 
and equipment exposition, 
and administers the Turf-
Mutt Foundation, which 
directs the environmen-
tal education program, 
TurfMutt. OPEI-Canada 
represents members on a 
host of issues, including 
recycling, emissions and 
other regulatory develop-
ments across the Canadian 
provinces.

Snow thrower safety tips: keep best practices in mind this winter

The Outdoor Power Equipment Institute reminds home 
and business owners to use snow throwers, often referred 
to as snow blowers, safely and offers tips to help.

MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617-834-4775

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1	    SELLER 1	    ADDRESS	 PRICE
Bates, Bryan T	 Bcif Trs LLC	 106 Webster St #PH2    	 $1,100,000  
Bates, Bryan T       	 Bcif Trs LLC	 106 Webster St #PH1    	 $1,130,000  
Carey, Matthew	 Le, Hieu T             	 156 Porter St #309       	 $625,000 
Cali, Alberta A	 Cali, David A	 268 Bremen St #1    	 $792,000  
Grayson, Hannah A	 272 East Eagle LLC	 272 E Eagle St #3       	 $660,000  
Bahloul, Imad	 Salvatore Cortese RET  	 56 Leyden St #56          	 $525,000 
Jain And Lee Nt      	 Camarro, Stephen       	 93 Faywood Ave              	$1,075,000

S. Cartwright. Mr. Meyer 
Chambers, the Director of 
the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton Black Catholic Choir, 
led a musical rendition of 
America the Beautiful (arr. 
by Ray Charles). Speak-
ers included Boston May-
or Michelle Wu and State 
Sen. Lydia M. Edwards. 
Rev. Rahsaan Hall, Esq., 
Associate Minister of St. 
Paul AME Church in Cam-
bridge, delivered the Bene-
diction. 

Attorney Cartwright be-

gan her career at the Com-
mittee for Public Counsel 
Services (CPCS), as a trial 
attorney, working in the 
Roxbury office for four 
years. She then worked 
for the City of Boston as 
Assistant Corporation 
Counsel, before opening 
Cartwright & Coleman, a 
civil and criminal litiga-
tion law firm, from 1997 to 
2001. In 2001, she opened 
Cartwright Law Office. 
During that time, she also 
mentored attorneys for 

the Suffolk Lawyers for 
Justice, Inc; from 2011 to 
2019, she worked as the 
organization’s Supervis-
ing Attorney. In 2019, she 
returned to CPCS as At-
torney-In-Charge and then 
Managing Director of the 
Central Region, where she 
managed offices in in Suf-
folk and Norfolk Counties.

Attorney Cartwright is 
a graduate of University of 
Michigan, Michigan State 
University and Boston Col-
lege Law School.

Bill //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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FORMERLY EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

617-568-4781

Refill prescriptions online via MyChart 

Home delivery 

Friendly, helpful staff 

Short wait times 

Pharmacies at 10 Gove St. and Maverick Square

Pick up your prescriptions – 
or get them delivered!

neighborhealth.com

Greeting Greeting 
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Ready to Go?Ready to Go?

Looking for even greater results? 
Consider an ad in one of our partner-papers
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By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Tree Eastie, a local non-
profit focused on strength-
ening the neighborhood’s 
tree canopy—the lowest 
in Boston—through tree 
planting and maintenance 
while educating residents 
about the importance and 
value of trees, has a lot 
planned for this fall and 
into the future. 

First, the organization 
founded by Bill Master-
son has plans to plant 
150 trees this fall. After 
planting those 150 trees, 
the nonprofit will have 
planted about 500 trees in 
the neighborhood over the 
past three years. 

“That’s a combination 
of street trees, which is 
really where we kind of 
started, park trees, which 
kind of came a little bit 
later, and then yard trees, 
which is sort of the new-
est thing that we’re doing 
now,” said Masterson. 

Masterson said the 150 
trees slated to be planted 
this fall will primarily be 
park and yard trees. No-
tably, earlier this month, 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant 26 trees at Constitu-

tion Beach with help from 
a grant and volunteers 
from DraftKings.

“We had been trying 
to plant trees there for a 
while. It’s a DCR (Depart-
ment of Conservation and 
Recreation) property; we 
haven’t been able to really 
get the right sort of people 
to be involved in the proj-
ect, but we finally have,” 
said Masterson. 

“The folks from DCR 
were just awesome. They 
helped us put all the things 
together that we needed,” 
he added, noting that they 
had to go before the Con-
servation Commission to 
get approval to plant the 
trees. 

In addition to the plant-
ing mentioned above, Tree 
Eastie, with a grant from 
TD Bank, will be plant-
ing 25 trees at Belle Isle 
Marsh on October 19th. 
Further, there are plans to 
plant with volunteers at 
Brophy Park and Memo-
rial Park. 

Moreover, Tree Eastie 
has received federal funds 
for expanding tree cano-

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Bunker Hill 250 
Coalition and Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu to-

day launched Bunker 
Hill: Revolution Ignited, 
a 250-day countdown to 
the commemoration of 
the 250th Anniversary of 

the Battle of Bunker Hill, 
which took place on June 
17, 1775, and signaled to 
the British and the world 
that the American patriots 

were resolved to their fight 
for independence. 

Hosted by the Nation-
al Park Service, Mayor 
Wu and representatives 
of the 35-member Bun-
ker Hill 250 Coalition 
were joined by Represen-
tative Dan Ryan, Sen. Sal 
DiDomenico, National 
Parks of Boston Super-
intendent Michael Crea-
sey, and students from the 
Warren Prescott School in 
Charlestown.

“Our nation’s rich his-
tory is rooted in Boston, 
and the Battle of Bunker 
Hill marks one of the most 
pivotal moments in our 
path to independence,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“I am grateful for our 
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NEW CONSTRUCTION!

OPEN HOUSE SAT. + SUN. 
OCT.  12 + 13

12:30-2:00PM  

7 BELLINGHAM AVE. UNIT 3, EVERETT
2 BD/2 FULL BA, PARKING, STORAGE, 

PRIVATE BALCONY, DESIGNER FINISHES,  
MASTER SUITE W/ WALK-IN CLOSET

$625,000 | $208 CONDO FEENEW NEW 
PRICE!PRICE!

GRANTS UP TO $17,500 AND INTEREST RATES AS LOW AS 4.5%!! *

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check eastietimes.com

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

See TREE EASTIE Page 5

See COUNTDOWN Page 12

Coletta Zapata highlights 
need for investments 
to fortify waterfront

Taking a look at Tree Eastie’s 
plans for the fall and beyond 

Bunker Hill 250 Coalition, Mayor Wu launch countdown 
to 250th anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill

ITALIAN AMERICAN ALLIANCE CELEBRATES COLUMBUS DAY 
AT TALL SHIP PARK IN EASTIE

Monday was cele-
brated as Columbus 
Day, and in the Ital-
ian community it’s 
a means to celebrate 
their heritage with 
family, fun, and food. 
The Italian American 
Alliance Committee 
hosted a celebration 
at Pier 1 in East Bos-
ton, complete with a 
tall ship background.

The Italian American Alliance at the 2024 Columbus Day Celebration at 
1 East Pier Drive in Eeast Boston.

Marissa Babin had her photography on sale 
of historic Boston scenes. Theresa Malichek selling beautiful handmade 

apparel. See Page 6 for more photos.

Volunteers Needed

Special to the Times-Free Press

Recently, Boston City 
Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta Zapata chaired a 
hearing to discuss imple-
menting coastal resilience 
strategies for Boston’s 
Waterfront. In partnership 
with dozens of waterfront 
organizations, Coletta 
Zapata worked with the 
Wu administration to es-
tablish the Office of Cli-
mate Resilience. During 
the hearing, Councilors 
learned about their scope 
of work, emergency pre-
paredness during a hurri-
cane or similar emergency, 
and efforts to find funding 
sources to fortify all for-
ty-seven miles of the city’s 
coastline. The hearing was 
co-sponsored by Council-
or John FitzGerald (Dis-
trict 3).

“Storm surge and se-
vere weather like Hurri-
cane Helene and Milton 
remind us to move expe-

ditiously to protect Bos-
ton’s coastal communities. 
These climate change-re-
lated events threaten our 
communities, open spac-
es, and infrastructure. We 
must fortify our coastline 
to protect our residents 
and businesses that stand 
to be displaced,” said Co-
letta Zapata. “I’m commit-
ted to working with city, 
state, and federal partners 
to close funding gaps and 
implement solutions be-
fore it’s too late.” 

Previously, the City of 
Boston conducted resil-
ience projects on a par-
cel-by-parcel basis and 
was largely dependent 
on subsidies from pri-
vate development. The 
city holds ownership of 
a mere sixteen percent of 
the coastline, although it is 
working in collaboration 
to implement district-wide 
and larger scale solutions. 

See WATERFRONT Page 4

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu delivers remarks at the 250-day Launch Countdown to the 
250th Anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill that took place on June 17, 1775. At right 
is Rep. Dan Ryan of Charlestown. The event was held Oct. 10 in the plaza adjacent to the 
historic landmark, Bunker Hill Monument.

NOAH HOLDS  37TH ANNUAL FUNDRAISER DINNER
Photos by Marianne Salza

Neighborhood of Af-
fordable Housing (NOAH) 
celebrated its anniversary 
with its 37th Annual Din-

ner, attended by residents, 
board members, and city 
leaders on December 18, 
at Spinelli’s. The fundrais-
er included a silent auction 
and special appearance by 

keynote speaker, Cecy 
del Carmen, a bilingual 
meteorologist, who is a 
passionate advocate for 
climate change education. 

Jim Dougherty, ESOL teacher, with his students, Ramiro 
Garcia and Doris Zappata

Phil Giffee, NOAH Executive 
Director Carlos Sanchez, Amanda Schabowich, United Way, Joe Tighe, Marvin Rocha, United Way, 

and Christine Niccoli, United Way

David Bryant, NOAH Board 
Chair, acknowledging board 
members.

Estefany Jimenez with her English Level II teacher, John 
Abbott. Phil Giffee, NOAH Executive Director, Cesa Barker, NOAH board member, John Allard, Rock-

land Trust, bilingual meteorologist, Cecy del Carmen, and Eduardo Moreno, from Senator 
Lydia Edwards’ Office.

A NOAH Dinner guest en-
joying the celebration.

Gladys Orellana-Vega, NOAH staff, Nathalie Kallab Racimo, 
Thais Gandica, and Carlos Grajales-Thrall, NOAH staff.

Berta Ruiz, Leticia Rave, Councilor Gigi Coletta Zapata and her parents, Nina and Ed Colet-
ta, enjoy the fundraiser.

Monica Bareera, NOAH board member, Roxanna Aguirre, NOAH volunteer, Odette Esobar, 
NOAH volunteer, Olga Basco, Kristel Aguirre Gomez, NOAH Youth/Community Building 
Environment, and Elizabeth Silva.

Zaida Adames, Esperanza Rojas, Ana Avevalo, Cesar Armas, Gloria Rivera, Katie White, 
Daria Clark Santollani, of the Mystic River Watershed Association, Samuel Zavala, and 
Andrea Orellana at the East Boston Social Centers table.
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