
By Melissa Moore-Randall

On September 20, a 
local family received a 
phone call no one should 
ever receive. Their 7-year-
old son and brother was di-
agnosed with cancer.  The 

Baglio family received 
the call that Paul was di-
agnosed with Embryonal 
Rhabdomyosarcoma, an 
extremely rare, aggres-
sive, fast growing cancer 
that is mostly found in 
children under age 5 that 

affects their soft tissue.  
October 30th, Paul was 
further diagnosed with Al-
veolar Rhabdomyosarco-
ma FOXO1::PAX3 Fusion 
Positive, a much rarer and 
aggressive form of what 
the original diagnosis 
was. Patients with RMS 
require multidisciplinary 
treatment, including che-
motherapy, surgical resec-
tion and radiation therapy 
(RT).   Paul is now in his 
9th week of treatment. 

Paul, a second grader 
at East Boston Catholic 
Central School, has been 
being treated at Boston 
Children’s Hospital. The 
son of Robert and Jade 
Baglio, Paul is part of 
what his Mom refers to 
as the “Baglio Brunch” 
which also includes Paul’s 

siblings Makyla “KyKy”, 
age 7, Joseph “Joey, age 6, 
Anthony, age 5, and Coral 
17 months.  

On December 13, a 
fundraising event will be 
held at the Malden Moose 
for Paul and his family 
which will include a night 
of food, dancing, drinks, 
raffles and dancing. Tick-
ets are $35 per person and 
can be purchased through 
Venmo (Kris-Testa). Do-
nations of raffles are also 
being accepted through 
The Studio Dance Com-
pany. 

You can follow Paul’s 
journey and find a way 
to help him and his fam-
ily on Facebook by join-
ing Paul’s Praying Pals & 
Benny The Dragon Page.
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Paul’s Pals to hold fundraiser for a local 7-year-old battling cancer

7-year-old Paul Baglio during a recent cancer treatment. 

FIRST PRIORITY CREDIT UNION HOLDS ‘MEET SANTA’ EVENT
PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

A red carpet led to Santa at 
First Priority Credit Union’s 
second Meet Santa event 
on December 7. The free 
community gathering fea-
tured pictures with Santa, 
taken by professional pho-
tographer, Quinn Barbour.

Shown above, Lucy 
Atuchwin and her sons, 
Jadon, 5-months, Jesse, 2, 
and Joseph, 3.

Right, Jared Melara, 4, mail-
ing a letter to Santa.
See Page 5 for more photos.

Madaro set to host
‘Eastie’s Elves’ Friday

By Cary Shuman

Rep. Adrian Madaro 
and the Madaro Family 
Community Fund will 
host the 21st Annual East-
ie’s Elves Toy Drive and 
Celebration Friday, Dec. 
13 at the Hyatt Regency 
Boston Harbor.

Madaro became the 
lead organizer of Eastie’s 
Elves in 2016 after for-
mer state senator Antho-
ny Petruccelli personally 
asked Madaro to succeed 
him at the helm of the 
charitable endeavor. 

The event has con-
tinued to grow under 
Madaro’s leadership, and 
because of the generous 
support of small business-
es, non-profit groups, and 
individual donors in East 

Boston, Winthrop, and 
Revere, Madaro said that 
the Fund will be able to 
distribute thousands of 
toys to children in the area 
and thousands of dollars 
in gift cards to local fam-
ilies.

“We distributed several 
thousand toys last year, 
and it was our largest hol-
iday drive to date,” said 
Madaro, who is assisted 
in the immense effort by 
his wife, attorney at-law 
Ariel Glantz Madaro, and 
his parents, Jacopo Mada-
ro and Debra Cave. “We 
have a good team. But 
we cannot do this without 
all our partners across the 
community and without 
the generosity of so many 

During last year’s Eastie’s Elves, Mayor Michelle Wu helps 
adjust Mateo Madaro’s holiday necklace.

See EASTIE’S ELVES Page 3

Beaches Commission hearing 
focuses on climate adaptations 
and recreational beaches access

DCR Commissioner Brian Arrigo showcases new multilin-
gual signage to be posted on Metropolitan Beaches to 
more clearly communicate beach rules and regulations.

Special to the Times-Free Press

On Monday November 
18, at 10am, the Metro-
politan Beaches Commis-
sion and Save the Harbor/
Save the Bay hosted their 
annual hearing on the state 
of the beaches at the Mas-
sachusetts State House. 
The hearing featured tes-
timony from Department 
of Conservation and Rec-

reation (DCR) Commis-
sioner Brian Arrigo on the 
progress the agency has 
made toward infrastruc-
ture, maintenance and 
equity recommendations 
by the Commission, as 
well as a discussion of the 
vulnerability of the recre-
ational beaches to storm 
surge and sea level rise.

“I have really appreci-

See BEACHES Page 4

Orient Heights Tree Lighting!
Sunday, December 15  — 5pm-6pm

Toy Drive
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Ruggiero Family Memrorial Home Presents
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EAST BOSTON CENTRAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL HOLDS CHRISTMAS FAIR
Photos by Marianne Salza

East Boston Central 
Catholic School (EBCCS) 
held its Christmas Fair on 
December 7, with a slew 
of raffle prizes to take 
chances on, including the 
popular toy soldier bas-
ket and toy board games. 

Families also had their 
pictures taken with San-
ta and his elf.  Little ones 
-- with their mouths dyed 
from eating cupcakes with 
green frosting – decorat-
ed wooden ornaments, 
played cornhole toss, and 
had their faces painted. 

Maya Bond, Claire McCleney, and Francesca Mazzone, 4th 
grade.

Jennifer, Zoey, Kaylee, and Tiffany volunteering at the toy 
board game.

Hazel Ververa, 6, and her nana, Patricia Sarro, with Santa 
and his elf.

Michael, 6, and Emily Rozzi, 4, with Santa and his elf.

Jose, Clara, 4, and Luisa Alvaro.

Danna, Sam, and Natalia Souri, 6.

Claudia, Marcelo, and Camila DiCampo, placing chances for raffles.

Children enjoying the toy soldier basket chance game.

Victor, Lilian, Luisantonio, Rosamaria, Joseph, Jacob, and Victoria Rivero with Santa and 
his elf.

Ana, 1, Anayah, 14, Diego, Rosibel, Andrew, 3, and Allen 10.

James, Pablo, and Jose, 2nd grade, with Ayden, 1st grade.

Sophie Gallego, 5th grade, having her face painted by Keil-
len Munoz, 8th grade.

Families gathering around the toy board game.
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dar: rosekennedygreen-
way.org/calendar. 

Follow the Hatchlings’ 
winter fun on social media 
(@rosekennedygreenway) 
and share your own posts 
using the hashtag #Hatch-
lingsOnTheGreenway

The Greenway Winter 
Lights Program is exclu-
sively funded through pri-
vate sources. Hatchlings 
by Studio HHH (2023–
2024) was made possible 
through the generous sup-
port of Meet Boston. 

Studio HHH is an inter-
disciplinary design studio 
specializing in creative in-
terventions within the built 
environment and public 
realm, led by founder/
creative director Vanessa 
Till Hooper and art pro-
duction manager Emily 
Castro. The studio team 
of all-women designers 
and artists, including sus-

tainability specialist Ter-
esita Cochran, develops 
meaningful and engaging 
experiences at the inter-
section of art, architec-
ture, and technology. Stu-
dio HHH was founded in 
2018 in Somerville, MA. 
They currently operate in 
Boston, The Berkshires in 
western MA, and Brook-
lyn, NY.

The Greenway is a con-
temporary public park in 
the heart of Boston. The 
Greenway welcomes mil-
lions of visitors annually 
to gather, play, unwind, 
and explore. The Green-
way Conservancy is the 
non-profit responsible 
for the management and 
care of The Greenway. 
The majority of the pub-
lic park’s annual budget 
is generously provided by 
private sources.

PUBLIC NOTICE
As a part of East Boston Cannabis 
Company’s "Positive Impact Plan" 

EBCC has made the following 
educational classes available on ZOOM.
https://princelobel.zoom.us/j/86231183261?pwd= 

UDKNpHPuai9Y5CyhxJDaO4J3euuONq.1

East Boston Cannabis Company is committed 
to providing educational programs and 
informational sessions geared towards 

individuals from the Target Areas and/or 
Massachusetts Residents who have, or have 

parents or spouses who have, past drug 
convictions that are interested in the cannabis 

industry, with specific focuses on marijuana 
retailers and entrepreneurship.

Such educational events will specifically 
include, but not be limited to, information on 

licensing workshops (i.e., guidance on filing 
applications with the Commission), 
preparation of standard operating 

policies and procedures, Massachusetts 
cannabis market overview and METRC  best 

practices.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
6:00 PM

1. December 11, 2024 @ 6:00pm:
2.

Rose Kennedy Greenway announces the return of Hatchlings winter lights
Special to the Times-Free Press

The Rose Kennedy 
Greenway Conservancy is 
excited to announce that 
Hatchlings by interdisci-
plinary design team Studio 
HHH have returned in No-
vember. Hatchlings, which 
debuted on The Greenway 
last winter, provide a play-
ful reference to one of 
Boston’s most iconic land-
marks, the Hatch Shell on 
the Esplanade, while en-
visioning a brighter and 
more environmentally 
sustainable future. 

Selected as the winning 
design from the Green-
way Conservancy’s 2023 
Request for Proposals for 
a Winter Lights Program, 
Hatchlings was inspired 
by a whimsical question 
posed by Studio HHH: 
What if the Hatch Shell 
on the Esplanade hatched 
a cluster of baby “shells” 
that wandered off down 
the Charles River Espla-
nade through The Gre-
enway like adventurous 
ducklings? 

“We loved studying the 
intricate Art Deco archi-
tecture of the Hatch Shell 
pavilion,” said Vanessa 
Till Hooper, founder and 
creative director at Studio 
HHH. “Through the pro-
cess of working to echo 
its arches and angles, we 
discovered many layers 
of thoughtful design and 
mathematical elegance. 

It’s a perfect structure, and 
we are delighted by the 
opportunity to draw new 
attention to this beautiful 
and historic Boston land-
mark.”

Similar to last year’s 
installation, many of 
the Hatchlings will be 
powered either entirely 
through solar power or 
through a combination 
of grid and solar power. 
“Maintaining consistent 
solar energy throughout 
the darkest months of the 
year was a design chal-
lenge we were excited to 
meet, something that our 
studio felt was critical to 
advancing the conversa-
tion about sustainability 

in Boston,” said Teresita 
Cochran, solar specialist 
at Studio HHH.

In total, nine Hatchlings 
dot The Greenway, each 
featuring vibrant arches in 
colorful animated lights. 
The Hatchlings appear in 
a variety of sizes, with the 
largest standing at 8.5 feet 
tall and the smallest at 2.5 
feet tall. Throughout the 
winter months, the pavil-
ions will serve as sites for 
informal gatherings, photo 
backdrops, and other acti-
vations. 

We welcome you to 
join us in celebrating the 
re-opening of the Hatch-
lings at The Greenway’s 
Winter Warmer on Satur-

day, December 21 from 
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm at 
Rings Fountain. Come cel-
ebrate the Winter Solstice 
with FREE programming 
including a hot chocolate 
bar, holiday toy work-
shop, bubble house, photo 
booth, with live music and 
an instrument petting zoo 
by Boston Music Project.

Visit rosekennedygre-
enway.org/hatchlings to 
find the exact locations 
of the Hatchlings and to 
download an interactive 
walking tour. For more 
information on upcoming 
events in connection with 
the Hatchlings, please 
check the Greenway Con-
servancy’s events calen-

PHOTO COURTESY CHRIS RUCINSKI

A look at the Hatchlings winter lights from last year.

residents who take time 
out of their busy lives to 
drop off toys at our col-
lection locations or show 
up at Eastie’s Elves. Our 
events are only successful 
because of the generosity 
and support of the com-
munity.”

With the assistance of 
“Elf Helpers” (student 
volunteers from East Bos-
ton High School), the toys 
will be distributed Satur-

day.
Madaro said admis-

sion to Friday’s Eastie’s 
Elves gala consists of one 
new unwrapped toy for a 
child in need. Guests will 
enjoy a buffet-style meal, 
a performance by 7 Day 
Weekend band, and a raf-
fle drawing.

Sen. Lydia Edwards, 
City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta Zapata, and Rep. 
Jeff Turco are among the 

Bronze Sponsors of the 
event. Mayor Michelle 
Wu and other dignitaries 
are expected to attend the 
celebration.

“I congratulate Rep. 
Madaro for another suc-
cessful Eastie’s Elves,” 
said Edwards. “This tra-
dition brings the best out 
of all of us. I know we are 
going to make so many 
children happy this holi-
day season.”

Continuing a Thanks-
giving tradition last 
month, Rep. Madaro or-
ganized a successful com-
munity dinner, distributing 
200 turkeys to residents 
and preparing more than 
1,000 meals for residents 
at the Salesian Boys and 
Girls Club.

Madaro was re-elected 
state representative Nov. 5 
and will be inaugurated in 
January.

Eastie’s Elves //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Wu announces expansion of the City’s annual toy drive 
Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu 
announced that the City 
of Boston is expanding 
its annual toy drive, and 
will be distributing more 
than 1,800 toys to children 
and families in need. This 
year, the toy drive is led 
by the City’s Communi-
ty Engagement Cabinet, 
Boston Centers for Youth 
and Families (BCYF), and 
the Boston Housing Au-
thority (BHA) with sup-
port from partners Ama-
zon, The Toy Foundation, 
American Federation of 
State, County, and Munic-
ipal Employees (AFSC-
ME), and Greater Boston 
Building Trades Unions. 
Over the course of six 
days, Mayor Wu will join 
City leadership and staff, 
union partners, communi-
ty volunteers, and The Toy 
Foundation to distribute 
toys to children ages 0-17 
living in BHA housing or 
neighborhoods surround-
ing BCYF centers.

“Every single child de-
serves to experience the 
joys of the holiday sea-
son,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “We are blessed to 
have the opportunity to 
partner with so many busi-
nesses and community 
organizations to bring the 
holiday spirit and some 
fun toys to families across 
our city.”

“When you give a child 
a toy, you are giving hope 
and joy. We’re grateful 
for our partners within the 
City of Boston, Amazon, 
and our toy distribution 
partner, World Vision, 
who are helping us place 
toys into the hands of 
thousands of children who 

need them most,” said 
Pam Mastrota, Executive 
Director of The Toy Foun-
dation.

“Delivering smiles is at 
the core of what Amazon 
strives to do, which is why 
we are delighted to support 
the City of Boston’s ex-
panded holiday toy drive,” 
said Jerome Smith, Head 
of Community Engage-
ment for New England at 
Amazon. “We’re proud 
to join with the City once 
again to not just distribute 
toys, but to deliver hope, 
happiness, and smiles to 
families throughout Bos-
ton this holiday season.”

The first toy giveaway 
led by the Community En-
gagement Cabinet, BCYF, 
and BHA was held at the 
Bunker Hill Housing Re-
development in Charles-
town on December 5. 
Mayor Wu will distribute 
toys directly to residents 
in Roslindale on Thurs-
day, December 12 at the 
BCYF Menino Commu-
nity Center alongside City 
staff and partners. The toy 
giveaways are open to 
Boston residents who live 
in Boston Housing Au-
thority sites and in neigh-
borhoods surrounding 
BCYF centers. 

“It’s wonderful to have 
so many partners come 
together to make the hol-
idays a little brighter 
for BHA families,” said 
Boston Housing Author-
ity Administrator Kenzie 
Bok. “By delivering toys 
to children in our com-
munities, we’re not only 
spreading joy and hope 
but also creating cherished 
memories that will last a 
lifetime.”

The upcoming 2024 

holiday toy giveaway 
dates are as follows:

Thursday, December 12 
BCYF Menino Com-

munity Center
125 Brookway Road, 

Roslindale
Wednesday, December 

18 
Franklin Field Housing 
100 Ames Street, 

Dorchester
Thursday, December 19 
BCYF Gallivan Com-

munity Center 
61 Woodruff Way, Mat-

tapan
Friday, December 20
BCYF Johnson 
68 Annunciation Road, 

Mission Hill
Saturday, December 21
Bruce C. Bolling Mu-

nicipal Building
2300 Washington St, 

Roxbury
“AFSCME Council 

93 leaders and members 
feel fortunate to have the 
opportunity to work with 
Mayor Wu to make the 
holiday season brighter 
for Archdale Families,” 
said Council 93 Executive 
Director Mark Bernard. 
“Given the work that the 
Mayor, her team and the 
AFSCME Boston leader-
ship has accomplished to-
gether to improve the lives 
of our members, it’s nice 
to work with her directly 
on something good for our 
community as a whole.”

“Bringing holiday cheer 
to children and families 
directly to neighborhoods 
is essential to continuing 
to meet constituents where 
they are,” said Commu-
nity Engagement Cabi-
net Chief Brianna Millor. 
“BCYF and BHA have al-
ways been a place of gath-
ering for residents. We are 

grateful for their partner-
ship to help spread joy this 
season.”

“The Mayor’s Toy 
Drive is truly a communi-
ty event, and we’re thrilled 
to be part of it,” said Bos-
ton Centers for Youth and 
Families Commissioner 
Marta Rivera. “We’re es-
pecially grateful to the 
donors who join with us 
in making sure all families 
can bring joy to children 
this holiday season.” 

In an effort to ensure 
all residents who do not 
live in BHA housing or 
close to a BCYF commu-
nity center will have toys 
for their children during 
the holidays, the City of 
Boston’s Equity and In-
clusion Cabinet will host 
a Boston Give Back event 
on Saturday, December 21 
in Roxbury at the Bruce C. 
Bolling Municipal Build-
ing. Free toys will be dis-
tributed to children in the 
community. This event is 
supported by partners Fi-
delity Investments, Bos-
ton Public School Custo-
dians, Artists Initiative for 
Revolution (AIR), Russell 
Paulding, Ocean State Job 
Lot, and TD Garden / Del-
aware North / Boston Bru-
ins. 

“The holidays can be 
a beautiful and complex 
season for many of our 
residents, and at the City 
of Boston we are aware 
of this reality because 
many of us have lived it, 
too. That is why we close 
the season of giving with 
an event called Boston 
Gives Back, a day filled 
with holiday magic, food, 
and toys,” said Equity and 
Inclusion Cabinet Chief 
Mariangely Solis Cervera.

PPHHOOTTOOSS  RREECCEEIIVVEEDD  WWIITTHHOOUUTT  IINNFFOO  WWIILLLL  NNOOTT  BBEE  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEEDD
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Your opinions, 
please

The Times welcomes letters to the editor. 
Our mailing address is 385 Broadway,   

Revere, MA 02151. Letters may also be 
e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.com.   

Letters must be signed. We  reserve the 
right to edit for length and content.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:
THE SCOURGE 
WITHOUT END

When we heard the news last Friday morning that a 
32 year-old woman had been shot and killed in broad 
daylight on a busy Chelsea street, the first thought that 
immediately crossed our mind was: The husband or 
boyfriend did it. Just a few hours later, police announced 
that they had arrested a suspect, the victim’s 31 year-old 
estranged husband who, according to news reports, had 
called police to turn himself in.

We’ve been in the news business for longer than we 
care to remember and the world has changed in ways 
that were unimaginable when we began our career in 
journalism more than 50 years ago. But despite the 
changes in technology and societal attitudes regarding 
countless issues, the one constant that has remained is 
the pathology of domestic violence.

It still is the case today, just as it always has been, that 
a woman is more likely to suffer violence by a partner 
than from any other source.  The statistics tell the tragic 
story: Nearly half of all women murdered in the United 
States are killed by a current or former intimate partner; 
1 in 4 women will experience physical violence from an 
intimate partner in their lifetime; 1 in 3 women will ex-
perience some form of sexual violence from an intimate 
partner in their lifetime; and 1 in 6 women will experi-
ence stalking from an intimate partner in their lifetime.

It also has remained true that the most dangerous time 
for a woman in a relationship is the period when she first 
decides to leave her partner. The victim in the shooting 
this past week had been married to the suspect for 10 
years, but they had become estranged only within the 
past two weeks.

In addition, an article in this week’s New York Times 
has highlighted another dangerous time period for wom-
en: According to the Times, the second-leading cause of 
death (other than from the pregnancy itself) for women 
who are pregnant or recently postpartum is domestic vi-
olence.

What also was not surprising about Friday’s tragic 
event is that a gun was used by the perpetrator. The mere 
presence of a firearm in a domestic violence situation 
increases the risk of homicide by 500% and more than 
half of intimate partner homicides are by firearm. 

Fortunately, the U.S. Supreme Court recently let stand 
laws that exist in every state that require a person with a 
domestic violence restraining order to turn in his guns. 
However, there had not been a restraining order between 
the parties involved in Friday’s tragedy.

Domestic violence cuts across all racial and economic 
lines. Just the week before Friday’s incident (in which 
the victim and the suspect, both of whom are Haitian im-
migrants and are Black), it was announced that the Co-
hasset man who allegedly murdered and dismembered 
his wife -- both of whom are white -- at Christmas time 
two years ago will stand trial next year. We also would 
note that today’s Massachusetts domestic violence laws 
stem from the 1970s after an incident in that wealthy 
suburb of Cohasset in which the husband shot and killed 
his wife and then shot and wounded his children before 
turning the gun on himself.

We generally conclude our editorials by offering our 
view on what lawmakers or individuals can do in order 
to bring about societal change. However, when it comes 
to domestic violence, we have no ready solution to this 
long-standing problem. We can only recommend to 
women and anyone who is in an abusive relationship to 
end it immediately and seek help from law enforcement, 
the courts, and the many services available to victims 
of domestic violence in our communities. (In Chelsea, 
HarborCOV offers services for victims of domestic vio-
lence. Its 24 hour hotline number is 617-884-9909.)

ANOTHER DICTATOR 
BITES THE DUST

The demise of the dictatorship in Syria this weekend 
that brought to an end 50 years of brutal rule by the As-
sad family -- Bashir al-Assad had succeeded his father, 
Hafez al-Assad -- was startling to most observers. The 
Assad regime had successfully fought off a rebel army 
more than a decade ago, and though Syria had been di-
vided into areas of control by various rebel groups and 
the government, the Assad regime, bolstered by the Rus-
sians and the Iranians, seemed secure.

However, the denigration of Iran’s military capabili-
ties by Israel this past year and Russia’s weakened posi-
tion because of its war in Ukraine left the Assad regime 
vulnerable to the rebel factions who never had gone 
away over the past decade.

What caught everyone by surprise, including Bashir 
al-Assad himself, was the rapidity of the rebels’ advance 
from their stronghold in a tiny portion of northwestern 
Syria in the city of Idlib to the capital of Damascus, hun-
dreds of miles away.

The images of Syrians rejoicing in the streets amidst 
the toppled statues of Hafez al-Assad were reminiscent 
of what happened in the immediate aftermath of the fall 
of so many other Middle East dictators, including Sadd-
am Hussein in Iraq and Muammar al-Gaddafi in Libya.

The quick end to the al-Assad regime brought to mind 
a phrase by a character in the novel, The Sun Also Ris-
es by Ernest Hemingway, about how bankruptcy befalls 
someone: “Gradually and then suddenly.” 

We join with the Syrian people in their joy and pray 
that their future, whatever path it may take, will be 
peaceful.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to 
submit    engagement, wedding and 

birth announcements, news releases, 
business and education briefs, sports 

stories and photos for publication. Items 
should be forwarded to our offices 
at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  
We also encourage readers to e-mail 
news releases and photos to deb@

reverejournal.com

ated the responsiveness 
from DCR over the past 
year under Commissioner 
Arrigo,” said MBC Co-
Chair, Senator Brendan 
Crighton. “While we con-
tinue to make progress 
on our water quality is-
sues on the North Shore, 
our district regularly sees 
the impact of storms on 
our coasts, seawalls and 
beaches. MBC looks for-
ward to supporting DCR 
in understanding the vul-
nerabilities our beaches 
face.”

I’ve seen first-hand how 
much people in my dis-
trict in East Boston rely 
on Constitution Beach 
for recreation, especially 
in the hottest summer on 
record,” said MBC Co-
Chair Rep. Adrian Mada-
ro. “I know East Boston 
residents are eager for in-
frastructure updates to this 
critical natural resource, 
so I look forward to learn-
ing about the progress 
that DCR has made under 
Commissioner Arrigo. In 
addition, I am interested 
in their accomplishments 
towards the equity recom-
mendations in last year’s 
Breaking Barriers report 
and hearing about goals 
for the coming beach sea-
son.”

Arrigo testified to the 
Commission, highlight-
ing the actions DCR took 
in 2024 to address the 
MBC’s recommendations 
for improved beach access 
for non-English speakers, 
people with disabilities 
and people of color.

 “Having access to 
beaches, parks, and green 
spaces is a matter of eq-
uity,” Arrigo affirmed. 
“As we experience more 
and more periods of cli-
mate-change driven ex-
treme heat during our sum-
mers, it’s vitally important 
that all of our residents 
and families feel welcome 
at and can safely enjoy our 
beaches to cool off. These 
spaces build healthy com-
munities. We are grateful 
to the Commission and 
Save the Harbor/Save the 
Bay for their continued 
partnership in our work 
to break down accessibil-
ity barriers to our Metro 

Beaches.”
To that end, in the past 

two years, DCR has intro-
duced new water safety 
and shorebird protection 
signs, featuring QR codes 
that offer translations into 
nine additional languag-
es. Additionally, every 
Metropolitan Beach now 
hosts welcome signage in 
English, Spanish, Portu-
guese, Vietnamese, Hai-
tian Creole, Cape Verdean 
Creole, Arabic, Mandarin, 
Traditional Chinese, and 
Russian. DCR will also 
be installing new easier 
to understand English and 
Spanish beach rules signs 
at all beaches, ahead of 
the 2025 summer season. 
The new signs, which will 
be available in the nine 
languages via a QR code, 
feature logos reminding 
beachgoers not to engage 
in certain activities for 
their safety.

DCR also invested 
more than $300,000 on 
new beach wheelchairs 
and over 1,000 feet of mo-
bility mats. Over the last 
two years, DCR has added 
44 new beach wheelchairs 
to the Metro Beaches. The 
DCR Universal Access 
Program, tasked with pro-
viding adaptive and acces-
sible recreation opportu-
nities, worked alongside 
Save the Harbor staff to 
conduct an accessibility 
audit of public beaches in 

2023, and this data is being 
used to plan future capital 
projects. Save the Harbor 
also established the Beach 
Accessibility Advisory 
Committee to help update 
DCR lifeguard training.

Finally, Save the Har-
bor’s Executive Director 
Chris Mancini commend-
ed Commissioner Arrigo’s 
continued support for the 
Better Beaches Partner-
ship, which aims to give 
decision-making power 
directly to community 
members over communi-
ty spaces. This year, Save 
the Harbor distributed 
$315,000 in grants to 83 
community groups, artists, 
and coalitions to host free 
events all summer long on 
DCR beaches. “72% of 
our 2024 Better Beaches 
grantees are led by or di-
rectly serve people of col-
or,” Mancini reported.

Following Commis-
sioner Arrigo’s testimony, 
Save the Harbor Policy 
Manager Jason Rundle 
presented an update on 
the Commission’s work 
around coastal resilience, 
which featured 11 com-
munity climate workshops 
in 2024. “Understanding 
that the vast majority of 
community members val-
ue their beaches as spaces 
for rest and recreation em-
phasizes the importance of 
preserving these resourc-
es,” said Rundle. “We 
need to take a look at both 

short-term vulnerabilities 
to storm surges and long-
term beach migration and 
sea level rise so that we 
can support the state in 
developing interventions 
that can protect our beach-
es.”

Finally, the hearing 
opened to public comment 
during which residents 
from across the region 
brought attention to in-
stances of poor water qual-
ity on some beaches, im-
provements to bathhouses 
and public bathrooms, and 
the need to reevaluate the 
state testing and flagging 
protocols that commu-
nicate when beaches are 
open and closed to the 
public.

Looking ahead, the 
MBC intends to prioritize 
better understanding of 
the beaches’ vulnerability, 
consistent efforts to im-
prove equity and accessi-
bility, as well as ongoing 
maintenance and infra-
structure improvements 
to playgrounds, seawalls, 
plantings and other needs 
as identified by beachgo-
ers in each community.  
The MBC Commission-
ers agreed that each of the 
13 Metropolitan beaches 
needs its own vulnerabil-
ity assessment to plan ad-
aptations in the face of in-
creasing climate impacts. 
Save the Harbor is look-
ing forward to supporting 
DCR in this effort in 2025.

MBC Commissioners and Staff (from L to R) Mercy Robinson, Margaret LaForest, Rep. Joan 
Meschino, Sen. Brendan Crighton, Rep. Adrian Madaro, John Allen, Susan Hamilton, Chris-
tian Krahforst, Chris Mancini, and Jason Rundle hosted the hearing from the State House 
while others, including Rep. Jessican Giannino, Robert Tucker, Christopher Byner and Dan 
Kenary participated by Zoom.
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HOMEOWNERS!

The BOSTON HOME CENTER and our partner agencies (ABCD 
Mattapan Family Services, ESAC, and Urban Edge) can:

• Look at your budget and finances to find cost savings
• Ensure you are taking advantage of abatements and            

saving programs
• Work with your lender for a loan modification

The Boston Home Center's 
Foreclosure Prevention & Intervention Services 

are FREE and CONFIDENTIAL.

CALL US AT 617-635-4663 AND PRESS OPTION 3 
EMAIL: homecenter.boston.gov 

ARE YOU HAVING A TOUGH TIME PAYING 
YOUR MORTGAGE OR KEEPING UP WITH 

RISING COSTS? WE CAN HELP!

Housing

Scan the QR code or visit 
bit.ly/foreclosure_prevention 
for more information.

FIRST PRIORITY CREDIT UNION HOLDS ‘MEET SANTA’ EVENT
Photos by Marianne Salza

A red carpet led to San-
ta at First Priority Credit 
Union’s second Meet San-
ta event on December 7. 
The free community gath-
ering featured pictures 
with Santa, taken by pro-

fessional photographer, 
Quinn Barbour. Every 
child received a free gift 
and had the opportunity 
to write and mail letters to 
Santa. Families enjoyed a 
hot cocoa bar beside a vir-
tual yule log, and learned 
about Excel Academy, 

that’s representatives pro-
vided information about 
the 5th-8th grade charter 
school. 

“We feel that we have a 
responsibility to help folks 
in the community, share, 
and get to know them,” 
said Tony Paciulli, Presi-

dent/CEO, First Priority. 
“This is a great day. You 
see families coming here 
in matching pajamas. It’s 
so cute. The kids have a 
great time and everybody 
is smiling. What better 
way to get ready for the 
holidays?” 

Estevan Puerta and Alexandra Morillo, of Excel Academy 
Charter School, sharing information about the school and 
how to apply.

Sisters, Widad, 9, and Razan, 
4.

Artur Kaja, Anisa Joshari, and Ohana Kajam, 2, with 
Santa.

Camilla Fuentes, 7, Gael Ramos, 8, Michelle Cruz, Miranda Ramos, 10, and Christopher 
Fuentes, 10.

Dariana, 3, opening her gift.

Santa with his elf, Sophia Vessiropoulos.

Ranya and Mohammed Moutaki with their cousins, Widad 
Fakhreddine and Noura Adel at the hot chocolate bar.

Ranya Moutaki, Camilla Fuentes, Miranda Ramos, and Ashley Ochoa, writing letters to 
Santa.

Tony Paciulli, First Priority Credit Union President/CEO, with his team, Brian Spehar, Molly 
Roarke, and Leanne Borrelli.
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Photos & Story by Marianne Salza

Eastie Farm celebrated 
the completion of its year-
long Climate Corps Pro-
gram on December 3 in its 
greenhouse. Supported by 
a $1 million National Sci-
ence Foundation Civic In-
novation Challenge grant, 
Climate Corps is a paid 
fellowship program for 
youth, ages 15-22, who are 
interested in environmen-
tal sustainability.  

“I think the most suc-
cessful part of this is how 
seeds have been sewn in 
people’s hearts and minds,” 
said Kannan Thiruvengad-
am, Executive Director, 
Eastie Farm. “I am curi-
ous to see where they will 
go. If they take these ideas 
and build solutions of their 
own, then that’s good. The 
kind of problems that we 
have are global.”

Forty participants from 
surrounding communities 
immersed themselves in 
applied research focused 
on climate resilience solu-
tions in coastal areas, such 
as East Boston, Chelsea, 
and Revere, which Thi-
ruvengadam described as 
culturally, economically, 
demographically, and eco-
logically similar. 

The young environ-
mental advocates devel-

oped skills in topics such 
as urban farming and en-
vironmental policy. One 
endeavor, in collaboration 
with Emerald Tutu, in-
volved constructing coast-
al protection infrastructure 
that utilized phragmites, 
an invasive coastal reed, 
to help reduce flooding 
and erosion on the urban 
coastline along 102 Border 
Street. 

“A lot of experienc-
es that the youth had will 
stay with them beyond this 
past year,” acknowledged 
Northeastern Universi-
ty PhD student, Kalaina 
Thorne, who has been 
researching coastal resto-
ration and ecology at the 
Marine Science Center & 
School of Public Policy 
and Urban Affairs, in Na-
hant. “Our piece in this 

project has been engaging 
young adults on topics like 
living shorelines, the anat-
omy of a salt marsh, how 
to tell the different species 
apart, and what might in-
fluence their growth. It 
ultimately culminated in 
them helping us plant salt 
marsh seedlings in the field 
over the summer.”

Eleven cohorts at the 
gathering received cita-
tions of congratulations 
from the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives 
in recognition of their hard 
work and commitment to 
the Climate Corps Pro-
gram. 

“They’ve become an in-
tegral part of the group,” 
added Thiruvengadam, 
who observed the bonds 
formed by participants. 
“They share a future.”

FORMERLY EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

617-568-4781

Refill prescriptions online via MyChart 

Home delivery 

Friendly, helpful staff 

Short wait times 

Pharmacies at 10 Gove St. and Maverick Square

Pick up your prescriptions – 
or get them delivered!

neighborhealth.com

presents the

Friday, December 13, 2024
6:00pm - 10:00pm

101 Harborside Drive Boston, MA 02128
Admission is one gift for a child.

 

Event includes dinner at 6:30 PM, raffles, a cash bar, live music and entertainment.
 

Cocktail attire encouraged, festive spirit required!

Hyatt Regency Boston Harbor

This toy collection serves children of all ages ranging from toddlers to teenagers. 
When dropping off a gift, please make sure it is a new and unwrapped toy.

Please visit www.madarocharity.org 
for more information!

EASTIE FARM CELEBRATES YOUTH GREEN JOB PROGRAM

Charles Roeger and Damiel Diaz.

Climate Corps fellows, Christian Gutierrez and Sofia Dennis, preparing a presentation 
about the year’s civic program, with Kayla Sklar, and Noa Randall, of The Emerald Tutu.

Eastie Farm Climate Corps fellows, members of the community, and local officials gather-
ing in celebration of the completion of the civic project on December 3

Kannan Thiruvengadam, Executive Director, Eastie Farm, expressing his gratefulness to 
participants and contributors of the Climate Corps Program.

Climate Corps fellows and Eastie Farm friends enjoying a Latin American fusion din-
ner catered by Bono Restaurant.

Climate Corps fellow, Ilaria Moore, Jenny Wechter, Director of Operation and Education, 
Isis Pineda, Climate Corps fellow, José Manuel Zapata, Climate Corps fellow, Yared Marti-
nez, Climate Corps fellow, and Kannan Thiruvengadam, Executive Director.

Jenny Wechter, Director of Operation and Education, Joel Seidner, Food and Farming Man-
ager, Kalaina Thorne, PhD student at Northeastern University, Kannan Thiruvengadam, 
Executive Director, and Randall Hughes, professor of marine and environmental science, 
Northeastern University.
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm;    
Sun: 8am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

HHAAPPPPYY  HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS
Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made

Best Yet Roast Beef ....................................$11.99/lb
Finlandia Imported Swiss Cheese .................$7.99/lb
Butterball Oven Roasted Turkey Breast......$7.99/lb
Margherita Genoa Salami.............................. $8.99/lb
Smithfield Domestic Ham ............................. $5.99/lb
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad ........................... $8.99/lb

Produce
Creamy Smooth Avocados ............................2/$4.00
Fresh & Juicy Lemons ............................................. 59¢
Fresh & Tangy Limes ............................................... 59¢
Fresh Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes ...........$1.79/lb
Premium Golden Sweet Yams ..........................89¢/lb
Green Giant Baby Cut Carrots 1 lb bag ......2/$3.00
McCain's All Purpose 
Russet Potatoes 5 lb bag .............................2/$4.00
Giorgio Fresh Whole White Mushrooms ......2/$4.00
Giorgio Fresh Sliced White Mushrooms ......2/$4.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

We will have Beef Bone In Rib Roast 
and Turkeys Available on Dec. 16

Carando Half Boneless Spiral Ham ............ $4.99/lb
Carando Bone In Half Hickory Spiral Ham ..$3.69/lb
Boneless Center Cut Pork Roast ...............$2.99/lb
Boneless Sirloin Strip Steaks .................... $8.99/lb
Fresh Grade A Chicken Wings ......................$3.99/lb
Grade A Whole Chickens ...............................$1.99/lb
Best Yet Raw Shrimp 31-40 ct ......................$5.99
Oscar Meyer Bacon 12 oz ................................. $7.99
Bob Evans Side Dishes ................................. 2/$9.00
Kayem Kielbasa 14 oz ....................................... $4.99

Duncan Hines Brownie Mix ....................... 10/$10.00
Chobani Greek Yogurt & Flips .................. 10/$10.00
Ocean Spray Cranberry Sauce ......................3/$5.00
Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice 64 oz ...........2/$6.00
Prince Pasta .....................................................4/$5.00

(ex: lasagna-jumbo shells-gluten free)
Hellmann's Real Mayonnaise 30 oz .................$5.99
Tuttorosso Canned Tomatoes ......................3/$5.00
Nestles Morsels ............................................2/$8.00
Campbell's Canned Gravies ...........................4/$5.00
Duncan Hines Cake Mixes ............................. 2/$3.00
Dunkin' Donuts Ground Coffee .......................... $7.99
Ragu Pasta Sauce .......................................... 2/$5.00
Dole Canned Pineapple 20 oz ....................... 2/$3.00
Duncan Hines Frosting .................................. 2/$5.00
Ore Ida Frozen Potatoes ................................2/$7.00
Cool Whip 8 oz ................................................2/$4.00
Delizza Eclairs or Cream Puffs ..........................$4.99
Eggo Waffles (ex: Thick & Fluff) ....................2/$6.00
Mama Rosie's Stuffed Pasta 19-25 oz .........$5.99
Land O' Lakes Butter Quarters (1 lb only) ......$3.99
Cracker Barrel Cheese (ex: Cracker Cuts) ..2/$7.00
Philadelphia Brick Pack Cream Cheese ....... 2/$5.00
Pillsbury Cinnamon Rolls ................................2/$7.00
Pillsbury Pie Crust ..............................................$3.99

Bakery
Our Own Bagels ................................................... $2.99
Our Own Chocolate Chip Cookies ...................... $2.99
Assorted Danish .................................................. $5.99
Dinner Rolls 12 pk ............................................... $3.99
8" Single Layer Carrot Cake ............................ $10.99
8" Apple Pie ........................................................... $5.99

SALE DAYS FRIDAY, DEC. 12TH 
THROUGH WEDNESDAY DEC. 24TH

Above, representing East Boston High School at the first 
all-star football game were #78 Francisco DeBlas, #50 Se-
bastian Artunduaga and #71 Abel Pires.  

ALL STAR FOOTBALL PHOTOS BY PATRICK O’CONNOR

 Inspection Station
 Winterize Your Vehicle

  Auto Repair
 Tires for your conveniencefor your convenience

 repair and park service repair and park service
call john for detailscall john for details

for your conveniencefor your convenience
 repair and park service repair and park service

call john for detailscall john for details

4 generations of

car care    repair

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371

owned and operated
by

tHe Digregorio faMiLY
since 1947

tom digregorio | john digregorio






&

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
HELD AT HILTON GARDEN 

INN BOSTON LOGAN AIRPORT

Alonso Mejia and Diana Munera, with children, Santiago 
Mejia and Sofia Mejia. See Page 8 for more photos.

Ciro Franzese (back row, right) and family, including (front 
row) Liana, Ella, and Olivia, (back row) Tommy, Christina, 
and Andrew.

Beverly Richards (far right) and Amanda Roman (second 
from left) and dancers from the Beverly Richard Dance 
Center, who performed three dances at the Breakfast With 
Santa.

The Hilton Garden Inn 
Boston Logan Airport, in 
partnership with the East 
Boston Holiday light-

ing Committee, hosted a 
Breakfast With Santa Sat-
urday, Dec. 7 at the hotel.

All star group photo before the game between the two  BPS teams was played at English High’s field on Friday evening, 
December 6.
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BREAKFAST WITH SANTA HELD AT HILTON GARDEN INN BOSTON LOGAN AIRPORT
The Hilton Garden Inn 

Boston Logan Airport, in 
partnership with the East 
Boston Holiday Light-
ing Committee, hosted a 

Breakfast With Santa Sat-
urday, Dec. 7 at the hotel.

Children and their 
families enjoyed a buffet 
breakfast, a visit by Santa 

Claus, and a performance 
by the Beverly Richards 
Dance Center. Each child 
received a gift bag from 
Santa.

Santa Claus did a great 
job bringing joy and hap-
piness to the children and 
listening to their wishes 
for gifts for the holiday 

season.
Special thanks go 

to: East Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce, Mc-
Donald’s, Balloon City, 

Beverly Richards Dance 
Center, Lisa Capogreco, 
Pat Capogreco, and the 
Guange Family.

Santa Claus joins Fiona Urban and David Urban for a holi-
day photo at the breakfast.

Samantha Wu Topolski and son, Lucas Topolski.

Public relations person extraordinaire Lisa Capogreco Cap-
puccio, with her son, Christine Capuccio, enjoying a visit 
with Santa Claus.

Yesenia Martinez, with Adrian Martinez, Genesis Martinez, 
and Emanuel Martinez, visiting Santa Claus.

Bianca DiAngelis and son, Jaxon DiAngelis, spending some 
time with Santa Claus.

Eric Doherty and Christine Doherty, with their sons, Na-
than Doherty and Jack Doherty, greet Santa Claus at the 
breakfast.

Oscar Morales and Odilia Vasquez, with children, Amy Mo-
rales, and Alexander Morales.

Leon Silva and Guiza Araujo and daughters, Daniella Silva 
and Gabriella Silva.

Breakfast leaders and children are pictured at the Breakfast With Santa Dec. 7 at the Hilton Garden Inn Boston Logan 
Airport.

Skip Marcella and Dottie Marcella, with Emilia Marcella, 
Jameson Marcella, and Teddy Marcella.

Front row, from left, are Christine Mazzarella Doherty, 
Biance DeAngelis, and Yesenia Martinez. Back row, from 
left, are Hilton Garden Inn Sales and Events Manager Gina 
Guange, Lisa Cappuccio, and Samantha Wu Topolski.
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To place a 
memoriam in the 
Times Free Press,  

please call 
781-485-0588 336 Chelsea St., East Boston

617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

In Loving Memory
Paul I. Brown

10th Year Anniversary
December 10, 2014 - December 10, 2024

It’s hard to believe it’s ten years 
since we lost you

We knew it had to come, 
there was nothing we could do,

You were loved,
 I think you knew this was so

But God wanted you 
and you had to go

Lovingly Remembered, & Sadly 
missed,

Wife, Children, Grandchildren, and 
family

Bruno Victor Dello Iacono
January 8, 1945 ~ December 7, 2024

Bruno Victor Dello 
Iacono of East Boston 
passed away at his home 
on December 7, 2024 
surrounded by his family 
while in hospice care from 
Care Dimensions Dan-
vers, MA.

Born in the town and 
commune of Montemi-
letto in the province of 
Avellino, Campania, Ita-
ly, he was the son of the 
late Gennaro and Adelina 
(Censale) Dello Iacono, 
loving father of Anthony 
Dello Iacono and his com-
panion, Stephanie Fac-
chini of East Boston and 
Valentina Dello Iacono of 
East Boston; former hus-
band to Giulia (Sirignano) 
Dello Iacono of East Bos-
ton; loving brother to the 
late Eva (Brogna) Dello 
Iacono of East Boston and 
brother to the late Valenti-
na Dello Iacono of Mon-
temiletto, Avellino. 

Bruno came to the Unit-
ed Stated in 1963 and for 
forty years worked at the 
Boston shipyards in the 
area as a laborer and later 
worked for the East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center in the facilities de-
partment and retiring from 
there. Throughout his 
work, Bruno became well 
known to the co-workers 
and staff and within the 
East Boston community.  
He was awarded and rec-
ognized as the employee 
of the year while em-
ployed at the EBNHC.

Bruno resided at the for-
mer Lyman School build-
ing on Gove Street where 
many friendships were 
formed and the family 
would also like to extend 
their gratitude to the many 
friends he made while Bru-

no lived there.  The family 
would also like to extend a 
special and heartfelt thank 
you to the wonderful staff 
at East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center Pace 
Program of East Boston 
for their devotion and care 
of Bruno.

Relatives and friends 
are respectfully invited 
to attend Bruno’s visiting 
hours at Salvatore Rocco 
& Sons Funeral, 331 Main 
Street, Everett, on Friday, 
December 13 from 9 to 
10:15 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, 
please consider a donation 
to East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center Pace 
Program, East Boston, 
MA 02128. Link and info 
below:

There is a drop-down 
menu where individuals 
can select where to desig-
nate their funds, including 
Neighborhood PACE.

https://www.classy.org/
give/628601/#!/donation/
checkout. 

Mailing address: Atten-
tion: Development De-
partment 10 Gove Street, 
East Boston, MA 02128

For more information, 
please visit www.roccofu-
neralhomes.com.

Diane Carol Petty, 87, 
passed away on Novem-
ber 25, 2024. Born in 
Boston on November 19, 
1937, she was the daugh-
ter of the late William and 
Anna (Giunta) Drago. 
Diane spent her younger 
years living in the Boston 
area. She raised her fami-
ly in East Boston and lat-
er resided in Revere. She 
was a longtime employee 
at John Hancock, working 
in the food service and re-
tail departments.

Wanting to live her life 
to the fullest, she retired in 
her early fifties and moved 
to New Hampshire, where 
she cherished every mo-
ment spent with her fam-
ily and enjoyed being a 
doting grandmother. Di-
ane resided in Hooksett 
for over twenty years and 
was active in local senior 
social groups, participat-
ing in many community 
events with her friends.

Diane is survived by her 
sons, Michael Petty and 
his wife, Marilou of the 
Philippines and Richard 
Petty and his wife, Mary 
of Manchester; her grand-
children: Richard Petty 
Jr. and his wife, Colleen 
of Derry, Lauren Petty of 
Manchester, Daniel Petty 

and his wife Stephany of 
Allenstown and Julianne 
(Petty) Riley and her hus-
band, Shane of Manches-
ter; three great-grandchil-
dren, Emma, Charlotte 
and Owen; as well as ex-
tended family members 
and friends. In addition to 
her parents, she was pre-
deceased by her brother, 
Frank Drago.

Services will be held 
on Thursday, December 
5th at Phaneuf Funeral 
Homes and Crematori-
um, 243 Hanover Street, 
Manchester, NH. A Me-
morial Gathering will 
be held from 5 to 6 p.m. 
with a Memorial Service 
at 6 p.m. To view Diane’s 
online tribute, send con-
dolences to her family, or 
for more information, visit 
https://phaneuf.net

Diane Carol Petty
Longtime John Hancock Employee

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Rock n’ Roll, Vo-
cal, and Grammy® Halls 
of Fame culture icons, 
The Platters® (theplatters.
com), defacto members of 
the Marvel® Cinematic 
Universe® (MCU) music 
family, bring their critical-
ly acclaimed Very Merry 
Christmas Show back to 
The Regent Theatre, 7 
Medford Street in Arling-
ton for one show only on 
Thursday, December 19, 
2024, at 7:30 p.m.

The Platters, founded 
and named by Herb Reed 
in the mid-50s, continues 
today with Lance Bernard 
Bryant, Omar Ross, Jovi-
an K. Ford, and Brittney 
Necole Bellamy. Collec-
tively, they lend their har-
monically smooth voices 
to taking audiences on a 
festive holiday-themed 
soiree via a magical, inter-
active, sonic-driven sleigh 
ride fueled by music from 
across the decades. The 
Platters weave many of 
their major evergreen 
hits, including “The Great 
Pretender,” “My Prayer,” 
and “Smoke Gets In Your 
Eyes,” together with fam-
ily fun holiday classics 
geared toward a night of 
joyful memories and fam-
ily fun accompanied by 
their band Sonic Evolu-
tion. At the invitation of 
former East Boston and 

Revere native Frederick 
J. Balboni, Jr. (bcg-hre.
com), the successor to 
Herb Reed, asked Everett 
Public Schools national 
award-winning

Music Director Gene 
O’Brien to join the group 
on stage during their only 
Boston area date. Accept-
ing the invitation, Everett 
High School choral di-
rector Corey Crofoot was 
tasked by O’Brien to cre-
ate an all-inclusive school 
and community choir to 
showcase the diverse tal-
ents of the students of 
the performing arts com-
munity. Members of the 
choir from the First Parish 
in Lexington will also be 
join the choral ensemble. 
The Platters became citi-
zens of the MCU in 2021, 
with one of their timeless 
hits, Twilight Time, placed 
on the breakthrough 
Marvel® — Disney+® 
streaming television series 
WandaVision. This past 
July, Only You (and You 
Alone), the song that first 
launched the vocal group 
onto the national music 
charts, recently took the 
top spot on the critical-
ly acclaimed soundtrack 
of Marvel’s international 
blockbuster Deadpool & 
Wolverine. According to 
Balboni, Jr., Reed’s hand-
picked, direct successor 
and international keeper 
of his legacy, “We look 

The Platters return to the Regent Theatre 
with acclaimed ‘Very Merry Christmas Show!’

Shown (left to right) Jovian Ford, Omar Ross, Brittney Nicole Bellamy, and Lance Bernard 
Bryant.

forward to involving tal-
ented students and com-
munity members to come 
together and share the 
stage with us to showcase 
their talents. It helps us en-
tertain the greater commu-
nity so they can take time 
out of their busy lives to 
enjoy the season’s spirit. “ 
He continued, “Our family 
show will have plenty of 
surprises, including a spe-
cial guest appearance by 
Santa himself.

Winthrop-based clas-
sic rock and soul group 
Smokin’ Joe and The 
Henchmen will open the 
holiday show.

Combo Rates available!  
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 

$30000 per month
 per site 

Extend your Business’s reach 
with Online Advertising!

AD SIZE

in pixels
W: 160px
H: 600px

——————

please send 
in “png”
format

reverejournal.com •winthroptranscript.com 
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eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 
charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com

northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com

jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com
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Call 781-485-0588 to get started!
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Special to the Times-Free Press

An interior revolution 
is underway at Boston’s 
Old North Church and 
Historic Site. On Sept 
30, a 6-month paint con-
servation and restoration 
project began to uncover 
18th-century painted an-
gels hidden beneath lay-
ers of white overpaint on 
the balcony arches in the 
church’s sanctuary. I in-
vite you to join renowned 
paintings and murals con-
servator Gianfranco Po-
cobene for the multi-step 
process that has begun 
at Old North Church in 
Boston’s North End and 
will continue through late 
March.

The angels at the center 
of this work were painted 
by John Gibbs, an accom-
plished decorative painter 
and congregation mem-
ber, who completed Old 
North Church’s first major 
interior decoration, in-
cluding the painting of 16 

angels, between 1727 and 
the 1730s. The angels are 
depicted as cherubs, with 
round childlike faces and 
wings.

While Old North Church 
once boasted a colorful in-
terior filled with intricate 
and ornate designs, all 
of this artwork – includ-
ing Gibbs’s angels – was 
painted over with white 
paint in 1912. However, a 
paint study conducted in 
2017 revealed that the lost 
cherubs still exist. Expert 
craftspeople painstakingly 
removed layers of white 
paint to partially uncover 
one of the angels paint-
ed in 1727. Old North’s 
team nicknamed this angel 
“Howard” in honor of a 
beloved advocate and sup-
porter of the church.

The 2024-2025 paint 
restoration project is re-
storing more of Gibbs’s 
work: the rest of the an-
gels and decorative fes-
toons between them. In 
order to uncover the an-

gels, lead conservator Gi-
anfranco Pocobene and 
his team apply a solvent 
gel similar to a paint strip-
per that softens the layers 
of white paint, manually 
remove the overpaint with 
a plastic scraper, and then 
do additional cleaning 
with a cotton swab cov-
ered in solvents. An ex-
citing discovery has been 
that Gibbs’s angels do not 
have identical faces; each 
one was designed to be 
unique. Watch this video 
interview with Gianfranco 
to learn more.

“The timing of this proj-
ect is particularly exciting. 
As we approach the 250th 
anniversary of Old North’s 
signal lanterns and Paul 
Revere’s midnight ride in 
April 2025, visitors to the 
church will get a glimpse 
of the sanctuary as Revere 
knew it,” said Nikki Stew-
art, Executive Director of 
Old North Illuminated.

This project will be 
done in two phases:

• Phase 1 (through 
Dec.): Gianfranco and his 
team will work on scaf-
folding in the rear of the 
church while they conduct 
the work and test solvent 
mixtures on small areas of 
paint. The winning solu-
tion will be used on the 
surface to swell and dis-
solve an estimated three to 
four layers of paint, which 
will be delicately stripped 
away to reveal 8 of the 
hidden angels. The project 
will then pause as scaf-
folding will come down 
for holiday services in the 
church.

  • Phase 2 (mid-Jan. 
through late March): Scaf-
folding will go back up in 
the front of the church to 
continue the stripping pro-
cess. Eight more angels 
will be revealed. In early 
2025, visitors will see half 
of the work complete and 
the other half in progress, 
making it an ideal time 
for media coverage. The 
grand reveal, when all 16 

angels will be uncovered, 
will be in April.

“The step-by-step un-
covering of the angels at 
Old North Church is re-
vealing fascinating aspects 
of John Gibbs’s painting 
technique,” said Gianfran-
co. “Even more intriguing 
and exciting is the oppor-
tunity to conserve and re-
store some of the earliest 
paint decorations in Amer-
ica and make them ac-

cessible to the public and 
scholars alike.”

Born in Italy and raised 
in Canada, Gianfran-
co received his Master 
of Arts in Conservation 
from Queen’s University, 
Kingston, Ontario in 1984. 
He first came to Boston in 
the 1980s to earn a Certifi-
cate of Advanced Training 
from the Center for Con-
servation and Technical 
Studies at Harvard Art 
Museums. He then spent 
the next 15 years work-
ing for the Straus Center 
for Conservation, Harvard 
Art Museums where he 
oversaw the restoration of 
mural cycles at the Bos-
ton Public Library by Pu-
vis de Chavannes, Edwin 
Austin Abbey, and John 
Singer Sargent. In 2004, 
he was appointed Chief 
Conservator at the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum 
where he carried out treat-
ments and technical stud-
ies on the paintings col-
lection. Early this year he 
left the Gardner Museum 
to focus exclusively on his 
private practice, Gianfran-
co Pocobene Studio which 
was established in 1991. 
Some of the Studio’s sig-
nificant mural projects 
include the restoration of 
the John LaFarge murals 
at Trinity Church, Boston, 
the Women’s Gallery mu-
ral at Vilna Shul, Beacon 
Hill, Puvis de Chavannes’ 
Philosophy mural at the 
Boston Public Library, 
and Benjamin Constant’s 
mural at the Ames-Web-
ster Mansion, Boston.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
PLEASE CALL 617-567-4499         SPINELLIS.COM

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceañera, Reunion,

Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes

Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service
and professionalism to ensure the success of

your special occasion.

Please accept sincere condolences, from the Spinelli’s family and staff.
During this difficult time, we would like to offer our facility at a specially

reduced price, for you, your family and friends.

SERVED UPON ARRIVAL - Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

BUFFET LUNCHEON MENU

Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter, Chicken, Ziti & Broccoli
Alfredo, Eggplant Parmigiana, Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499           www.spinellis.com

Above price does not include a 15% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

PINELLI’S
F U N C T I O N  F A C I L I T Y

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $15.50 Per
Person

BPS elementary schools honored as national 2024 distinguished school
Special to the Times-Free Press

Boston Public Schools 
(BPS) is delighted to an-
nounce that the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE) 
has honored Bradley Ele-
mentary School as a 2024 
National ESEA Distin-
guished School in the cat-
egory of exceptional stu-
dent achievement. Each 
year, DESE nominates 
just two schools across the 
Commonwealth for this 
national recognition.

“It is always an hon-
or to have one of our 
schools nationally recog-
nized,” said Boston Pub-
lic Schools Superinten-
dent Mary Skipper. “This 
achievement is a reflection 

of the Bradley Elementary 
School’s leadership and 
staff and their deep com-
mitment to our students. 
It is also a reflection of the 
hard work that happens 
every day in our school 
and community-at-large 
and a proud achievement 
for the district.”

The Distinguished 
School program recog-
nizes schools, which re-
ceive federal funds, whose 
students perform at very 
high levels, make signif-
icant progress in closing 
the achievement gap, or 
demonstrate excellence 
in serving special popula-
tions of students. Principal 
Claire Carney attributes 
the school’s success to 
several factors, including:

• A focused commit-

ment to implementing 
high-impact instructional 
strategies, underpinned by 
the belief that all children 
bring inherent value and 
contribute meaningfully to 
their classroom communi-
ties;

• A culture of staff col-
laboration aimed at en-
hancing student learning 
outcomes, with a partic-
ular focus on the imple-
mentation of tiered sup-
port systems to address 
the diverse needs of our 
students; and

• A welcoming environ-
ment that values parental 
input and ensures clear, 
consistent communication 
between the school and 
families, facilitating the 
recognition of successes 
and the identification of 

areas requiring improve-
ment.

“The Bradley school 
community is honored to 
be a National ESEA Dis-
tinguished School,” said 
Carney. “I extend sincere 
gratitude to DESE and the 
National ESEA Distin-
guished Schools Program 
for recognizing our school 
in this way. Our staff have 
worked together with our 
families to create an ex-
ceptional environment 
where our students can 
thrive. Thank you to every 
member of the Bradley 
team.”

Regional School Su-
perintendent Dr. Tommy 
Welch added that, “this 
accomplishment shows 
what is possible in a di-
verse public school when 

staff members, families 
and caregivers, and dis-
trict leaders see each oth-
er as partners and work 
together to make sure that 
every child experiences 
high-quality instruction 
with an emphasis on in-
quiry-driven learning.”

Bradley Elementary 
School will be recognized 
alongside up to 100 other 
schools from across the 
country at the Nation-
al ESEA Conference in 
February in Austin, TX. 
Schools are honored with 
a commemorative award 
package, a dedicated sec-
tion on the ESEA Network 
website and a special pre-
sentation at the confer-
ence. Additionally, select 
sessions at the conference 
will feature stories of suc-

cess from Distinguished 
Schools and highlight the 
notable work they do for 
students.

The Boston Pub-
lic Schools (BPS), the 
birthplace of public ed-
ucation in the United 
States,  serves more than 
serves more than 48,000 
pre-kindergarten through 
grade-12 students in 121 
schools. BPS is committed 
to transforming the lives 
of all children through 
exemplary teaching in 
a world-class system of 
innovative, welcoming 
schools. We partner with 
the community, families, 
and students to develop in 
every learner the knowl-
edge, skill, and character 
to excel in college, career, 
and life.

Old North Church undergoing paint conservation and restoration project

A worker painstakingly removes layers of white paint to partially uncover one of the an-
gels painted in 1727. 

2024

MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617-834-4775

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1	    SELLER 1	    ADDRESS	 PRICE
111 Orient Propco LLC	 111 Orient Ave Ma LLC	 111 Orient Ave                  	$11,000,000  
Bne Reo LLC	 Frankfort Mt Carmel LLC 	 115 Gove St                   	 $9,000,000  
Bne Reo LLC	 Frankfort Mt Carmel LLC 	 120 Gove St                   	 $9,000,000   
Bne Reo LLC	 Frankfort Mt Carmel LLC 	 128-134 Gove St            	 $9,000,000   
111 Orient Propco LLC	 111 Orient Ave Ma LLC	 147 Orient Ave              	 $11,000,000  
Bne Reo LLC	 Frankfort Mt Carmel LLC 	 21-47 Frankfort St          	 $9,000,000  
Santini, Michael	 Mcguire, Michael P   	 250 Meridian St #506    	 $670,000 
Sethi, Rahul          	 Border Development LLC	 301 Border St #503      	 $699,000  
Garay-Lopez, Richard M  	 Ray, Benjamin N	 573 Bennington St #2   	 $549,000  
Baldeos, Mirian G    	 Lezerowich, Jeff	 678 Bennington St      	 $1,050,000

The angels are depicted as cherubs, with round childlike 
faces and wings.



Wednesday, December 11, 2024	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Page 11

Please Recycle This Newspaper

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 3 inch
$360.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING ROOFING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Delco Utilities, Inc.

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICES

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140ISMA CERTIFIED  FULLY INSURED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MA #E32101

oB st ts oe nB

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations
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Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations
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(617) 377-0527
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ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

Chimney Repairs
Gutters

Carpentry
Roof Repairs
Replacement

Painting • Siding
Foundations

617-377-0527
Call for a FREE Estimate!

CLEANING 
SERVICES CONTRACTOR

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

DEADLINES: For classified line 
ads, deadlines are Monday by 
4 p.m.
___________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 
4 week special! Call 781-485-
0588.

APT FOR RENT

BEACHMONT ;  1 Bedroom in a six unit 
building. SECTION 8  accepted, Recent-
ly updated,  1 off street parking, w/d 
in building. Available now.  First/last 
$2100. No utilities.  Call 781-864-
7596.  12/4 

PCA WANTED

Personal Care Attendant needed in 
EVERETT
Monday-Friday 9a.m. to 2 p.m.
Call Susan 617-389-6190
Hablo Español.
11/28

-----------------------

2x2 classified 

ad size shown 
to scale

12 weeks of
 eyes on your ad

CHOOSE FROM SIX COMMUNITIES TO ADVERTISE IN!

12 WEEKS  1 PRICE
One 2x2 Ad → NOVEMBER - JANUARY← ONLY $18000*

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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50 CENTS

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING?
CALL LILIANA MONROY 

617.820.6649
Liliana has more than $50,000,000+ 

in sales worth of experience!

NEWS BRIEFS

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See Page 17 for a See Page 17 for a 
stroll through timestroll through time

See Page 3 for a See Page 3 for a 
stroll through timestroll through time

DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community
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NEWS Briefs
Newspaper Group

INDEPENDENT

Est. in 1882 50 cEnts

INDEX 
Police 2 
Editorials 4
Through The Years 5
Then and Now 5 
Sports 7 
Business Directory 13 
Classified  13

THURSDAY,
February 9, 2023

WWINTHROP
s u n t r a n s c r i p t

Established in 1882

Sun     TranScripT

Winthrop’s Pioneer

Winthrop
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Newspaper

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop
 See our Ad on the Sports Page

DELI HELP WANTED
MUST BE OVER 18 YEARS OLD | MUST BE  

FLEXIBLE WITH HOURS | DAYS-EVENING-WEEKENDS
PLEASE CALL MARC OR CHRIS 617-846-6880

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.846.1020      C21SEAPORT.COM      218 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP 2-9

Thinking of Buying, Selling, or Thinking of Buying, Selling, or 
need to rent your apartment? need to rent your apartment? 

We've got you covered.We've got you covered.
Call Jan Stevens at 617-877-6455 

or Kimberly Hodson at 760-214-6865

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Single Family Beach Oasis
A Must See — 129 Strandway

$895,000— Offered by Elizabeth Ferrara

New to Market!New to Market!

EElliizzaabbeetthh  FFeerrrraarraa  
((778811))  771188--77009944

SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

Please see SPORTS BETTING Page 12

Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Leaves fall and Savings riseLeaves fall and Savings rise

&

*$180 per paper

JOIN THE SELF ESTEEM TEAM
PT Weekday Morning/Afternoon 

Self-Esteem Group Facilitator
Self Esteem Boston is seeking an experienced, reliable,
psycho-educational group leader to work 2 or 3 days per
week for up to 28 hours weekly to facilitate self-esteem 
educational programs for women in transitional recovery 
programs across greater Boston.

Group leader experience required: BA + 10 yrs exp, or 
MA + 5 yrs exp. Car required. 2 year commitment preferred. 
Must enjoy driving in diverse Boston neighborhoods.  
M.Ed, LICSW, LMHC, LADC, or CADAC a plus.  

Passion and commitment for helping 
women to rebuild their lives, a must. 

Resume to: Marion B. Davis, President, 
Self Esteem Boston

P.O. Box 301155, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 (EOE)
or email to: empowermail@selfesteemboston.comThe Foundation for Success

Administrative Assistant Needed
I’m seeking a detail-oriented Administrative 

Assistant to work with me. The ideal candidate 
will provide administrative support and ensure 

efficient operation of official administrative 
activities. Most possess strong organizational 

skills with a keen eye for details with proficiency 
in MS Office (Word, Excel, Outlook).  

$500/25hrs Weekly. Email resume to  
applyandresumes@gmail.com

or text (213) 935-0504.

HELP WANTED

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...
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Special to the Times-Free Press

La Colaborativa recently 
announced the launch of its 
Climate Future Initiative, 
the largest climate-tech 
workforce training, career 
readiness, and economic 
development program in 
the Metro North Region.  

“We’re grateful to the 
Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration, MassCEC, and 
Senators Warren and Mar-
key for catalyzing mean-
ingful strides towards en-
suring the clean energy 
transition uplifts, rather 
than exploits, Latinx and 

immigrant communities.” 
said Gladys Vega, Presi-
dent/CEO of La Colabora-
tiva. 

In total, the multilingual 
program represents a $2 
million investment over-
seen by La Colaborativa, 
with financing provided by 
the U.S. Department of La-
bor through Senators War-
ren and Markey, coupled 
with major grants through 
the Mass. Clean Energy 
Center (MassCEC), the Ex-
ecutive Office of Economic 
Development (EOED), and 
MassHire Metro North 
Workforce Board. It sets 

the stage for the develop-
ment of La Colaborativa’s 
Center for Economic De-
velopment at 50 Heard St. 

“Through a cross-sector 
partnership convened by 
La Colaborativa, this ap-
proach recognizes that we 
can only overcome the dis-
placement crisis, poverty, 
and community violence 
by deliberately empower-
ing our youth and young 
adults.” said Dinanyili 
Paulino, EVP of La Colab-
orativa. 

Centered on galvaniz-
ing an equitable, dynamic 
21st century economy, the 

program aims to diversify 
the next generation of cli-
mate-tech leaders.

“With a forecasted 
shortage of over 38,000 cli-
mate-tech jobs across the 
Commonwealth, La Colab-
orativa is committed to fos-
tering the advancement of 
our young people through 
high-paying jobs in the 
HVAC, electrical, ener-
gy efficiency, and green 
construction realms,” said 
Alex Train, COO of La Co-
laborativa. 

In turn, developing an 
adept, agile climate-tech 
workforce will accelerate the decarbonization of the 

Metro North Region, fos-
ter climate preparedness, 
and achieve an unmatched 
quality of life by lowering 
household costs, mitigat-
ing air pollution, and gen-
erating tangible economic 
benefits for low-income 
residents.

With La Colaborativa 
spearheading the effort, the 
multilingual program will 
be implemented in partner-
ship with Franklin Cum-
mings Institute of Tech-
nology, the Green Jobs 
Academy, TNEC-UMass 
Lowell, and the North At-
lantic Regional Council of 
Carpenters. This multifac-
eted approach will directly 
train and equip over 143 
young adults, ages 18 to 
24, and mid-career adults 
for careers in a variety of 
fields. Moreover, through 
its Youth Development 
Department, La Colabora-
tiva will carry out a career 
exploration and job read-
iness program, enabling 
15 youth, ages 16 to 18, to 
gain exposure to the host of 
post-secondary and career 
opportunities in the sustain-
ability, clean energy, and 
climate resilience sectors. 
Simultaneously, over 1,000 
residents will be positioned 
to thrive in the climate-tech 

space through contextual-
ized ESOL classes, career 
readiness, and job search 
assistance. 

As workforce training 
progresses, La Colabora-
tiva will institute inten-
sive career counseling, job 
readiness, financial educa-
tion, and leadership devel-
opment programming. Dis-
tinguished by an emphasis 
on integrative wraparound 
services for all participants 
in the workforce training 
and youth career explora-
tion pathways, the program 
will encompass intensive 
case management, living 
wage stipends to reduce 
economic barriers, trans-
portation, food and cloth-
ing assistance, and access 
to childcare. 

Interested residents of 
Chelsea, Everett, Revere, 
East Boston, and Lynn can 
apply directly by visiting 
La Colaborativa’s website 
at https://www.la-colabora-
tiva.org, calling (617) 889-
6080, or stopping by 63 
6th St. in Chelsea between 
10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. 
Monday through Friday. 

La Colaborativa, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to the em-
powerment of Latinx and 
immigrant communities.

COURTESY PHOTO

La Colaborativa recently announced a $2 million climate 
future initiative that will focus on climate-tech workforce 
training, career readiness, and economic development in 
the region.

The fi rst phase of MBTA’s Bus Network Redesign starts December 15, 2024.

Get ready! Learn how these routes will change:

Bus Route Changes

Learn More at MBTA.com/BNRPhase1

Sign up for T-Alerts at MBTA.com/SignUp
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La Colaborativa deploys $2 million climate future initiative to empower young adults 




