
Special to the Times

The Salesian Boys and 
Girls Club will host their 
6th Annual Swing Fore 
Kids Golf Tournament on 
Monday, September 23, 
2024, at the Winthrop Golf 
Club, 453 Main Street, 
Winthrop

The annual golf tourna-
ment is a major Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club fund-
raiser. Please join them for 
this excellent opportunity 
to help fulfill the Club’s 
mission of improving the 
lives of children and fam-

ilies. “Swing FORE Kids” 
is well known for being a 
fun golf outing. Whether 
you are a beginner or a sea-
soned pro, you will surely 
have a great day golfing 
for this great cause. We 
promise you a day filled 
with fun, laughter, and 
camaraderie, making it an 
event you wouldn't want 
to miss.

Every day, after school 
and in the summer, the 
Club provides age-ap-
propriate programs to 
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NEW CONSTRUCTION!

OPEN HOUSE SAT. + SUN. 
SEPTEMBER 14 + 15

2:00-3:30PM  

7 BELLINGHAM AVE. UNIT 3A, EVERETT
2 BEDS, 2 FULL BATHS, PARKING, STORAGE, 

PRIVATE BALCONY, DESIGNER FINISHES,  
MASTER SUITE W/ WALK-IN CLOSET

$639,000 | $208 CONDO FEE

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, 
check eastietimes.com

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

See SALESIAN Page 3

Massport lends a hand to students returning to school
16th annual Backpack 
Project benefited over 
100 children

Special to the Times

The Massachusetts Port 
Authority (Massport) is 
helping some students re-
turn to school with gifts 
from employees. Over 100 
children at the 21st Centu-
ry Afterschool Program in 
Winthrop, Condon Com-

munity Center in South 
Boston, Crossroads Fam-
ily Center in East Bos-
ton, East Boston YMCA 
and the South Boston 
Neighborhood House, are 
starting the school year 
with new backpacks, new 
school supplies, and new 
clothes donated by Mass-
port employees through 
the 16th annual Backpack 
Project. The Backpack 
Project is Massport’s an-

nual back-to-school drive 
aimed at assisting local 
families in need.

“We are thrilled to host 
the annual Backpack Proj-
ect which directly bene-
fits local students” said 
Alaina Coppola, Massport 
Director of Community 
Relations & Government 
Affairs. “Ensuring that stu-
dents have the necessary 
supplies to start the school 
year off right is crucial to 

their success, and we’re 
proud that Massport can 
play a part in that. Thank 
you to our employees who 
participated in this initia-
tive and to the partner or-
ganizations for giving us 
an opportunity to support 
local families.”

“The backpack project 
is a special day here for 
our kiddos at the Y,” said 
Joe Gaeta, Executive Di-
rector of the East Boston 
YMCA. “Many families 
face uncertainty as they 
enter the school year, but 
that stress is alleviated by 
the generosity of the team 
at Massport. A full back-
pack is a great kick start 
to a successful school year 
in ensuring our youth hit 
their goals in school.”

This year, over 150 
Massport employees par-
ticipated in the Backpack 
Project by sponsoring 
children individually or as 
a group, providing school 
supplies and new outfits 
for children, ages 4-18.

Powering What’s Pos-
sible. The Massachusetts 
Port Authority (Mass-
port) owns and operates 
Boston Logan Interna-
tional Airport, public 
terminals in the Port of 
Boston, Hanscom Field, 
and Worcester Regional 
Airport. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
massport.com.

Members of the East Boston YMCA with Massport volunteers of the Backpack Project and 
shown with the backpacks donated to Eastie students this year.

First Responders from the Boston Police, Boston Fire, and Massport were on hand for the ceremony. See more photos on Pages 8 and 9.

Shown above, a special chair placed next to the podium 
during the ceremony, remembering Fran Rowan. Shown 
left,  East Boston High School JROTC Honor Guard, Sophia 
Moran, Brian Rodriguez, Lily Moran, and Janiya Pettway, 
under the leadership of Sgt. Major Charles Hornbuckle.

REMEMBERING SEPT. 11 ATTACKS IN CEREMONY AT PIERS PARK

 By Cary Shuman

Open Streets, a commu-
nity event led by Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu, will 
be held in East Boston 
this Sunday, Sept. 15 from 
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The event will be held 
between Meridian Street 
from Maverick to Porter 
and Bennington from Por-
ter to Day Square.

The streets will be tem-
porarily closed to vehicu-
lar traffic to create room 
for community and play. 
The half-day event will 
allow local businesses to 
expand into the street, and 
to safely make space for 
music, games, bicycling, 
community tabling, and 
more.

The pedestrian-focused 

event builds on Mayor 
Wu’s commitment to re-
imagining our streets and 
making Boston the best 
city in the country for 
families. 

“Over the last two 
years, we have seen Open 
Streets events transform 
public streets into shared 
community spaces where 
residents can experience 
the full liveliness of our 
neighborhoods and small 
businesses can be sup-
ported,” said Mayor Wu. 
“We’re thrilled to keep 
this going this year.”

The timing of the Open 
Streets series has been ex-
tended from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. to 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. This year, streets will 

Annual Swing Fore Kids 
Golf Tourney fundraiser 
set for September 23

See OPEN STREETS Page 3

Rep. Madaro ‘honored’ by his 
nomination in the primary

By Cary Shuman 

Rep. Adrian Mada-
ro was unopposed in the 
Mass. House of Represen-
tatives First Suffolk Dis-
trict Democratic primary 
Sept. 3.

There is no Republican 
opponent for the seat in 
the November election.

Madaro has served as 
East Boston’s state repre-
sentative since 2015 when 
he won a special election. 
He has been unopposed 
in each of the ensuing bi-
ennial elections since that 
time.

“I am incredibly hon-
ored to have been chosen 
by the voters of East Bos-
ton in last week’s prima-
ry to continue my work 
as our neighborhood’s 

state representative,” said 
Madaro. “I look forward 
to continuing to engage 
with residents and hope 
to earn their vote again in 
November.”

State Rep. Adrian Madaro

Open Streets 
event set for 
Sunday in Eastie
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By Sen. Lydia Edwards

On July 31st, the Mas-
sachusetts legislature 
passed a groundbreaking 
$5.2 billion housing bond 
bill. Less than a week 
later, Governor Maura 
Healey signed it into law, 
setting the stage for one of 
the most ambitious efforts 
in the state’s history to ad-
dress its growing housing 
challenges. The legisla-
tion represents not just a 
substantial financial com-
mitment, but a bold vision 
for the future of affordable 
housing across the Com-
monwealth.

This bill tackles criti-
cal issues that have long 
plagued our state: deteri-
orating public housing, a 
lack of affordable homes, 
and an urgent need for pol-
icy innovation. The hous-
ing bond bill allocates $2 
billion toward the mainte-
nance and redevelopment 
of public housing, which 
will have a direct impact 
on the lives of over 70,000 
residents. These invest-
ments will finally address 
safety concerns and ne-
glected conditions that 
have been ignored for far 
too long.

“For years, we’ve heard 
from families in public 
housing about the dangers 

they face from outdated, 
unsafe conditions,” said 
Senator Lydia Edwards. 
“With this bill, we’re tak-
ing action, ensuring peo-
ple can live in dignity and 
safety. But it’s also about 
more than fixing build-
ings—it’s about fixing our 
approach to housing.”

The bond bill doesn’t 
stop at repairs. It includes 
$200 million for a for-
ward-thinking demon-
stration program that will 
transition public hous-
ing into mixed-income 
communities. This shift 
will reduce the need for 
state-funded moderniza-
tion in the future while 
fostering vibrant, diverse 
neighborhoods.

“As Senate Chair of 
Housing, I had a front-
row seat to help negoti-
ate, plan, and push this 
language forward. At the 
heart of the bill is a com-
prehensive approach to 
affordable housing.” The 
legislation pours $800 
million into the Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund and 
adds hundreds of millions 
more into other key hous-
ing programs, such as the 
Housing Stabilization and 
Investment Trust Fund 
and the Housing Innova-
tions Trust Fund. These 
funds will fuel projects 

that create and preserve 
affordable housing, help-
ing to close the widening 
gap between housing de-
mand and supply.

The bond bill recogniz-
es that housing is not just 
about buildings—it’s about 
people and communities. It 
includes $275 million for 

environmentally friendly 
housing projects, ensur-
ing that as we build more 
homes, we also contribute 
to a sustainable future. Ad-
ditionally, $100 million is 
designated for homes for 
first-time buyers, while $70 
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Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our mailing 

address is 385 Broadway,   
Revere, MA 02151. Letters may also be e-mailed to 

editor@eastietimes.com.   
Letters must be signed. We  reserve the right to edit for 

length and content.

The East Boston Times-Free Press reserves 
the right to edit letters for space, accuracy 

and clarity. We regret that we cannot 
publish unsigned letters. Please include 
your street and telephone number with 

your submission. The East Boston Times-
Free Press publishes columns, viewpoints 
and letters to the editor as a forum for 
readers to express their opinions and to 
encourage debate. Please note that the 
opinions expressed are not necessarily 

those of The East Boston Times-Free Press. 
Text or attachments emailed to

editor@eastietimes.com are preferred. 

HELLO FROM  
FORT MOORE

Dear Editor,
I hope this message 

finds you well. As many 
of you know, my com-
mitment to public service 
extends beyond my role 
as your state senator. It 
is with great pride and a 
sense of duty that I write 
to you from Fort Moore, 
where I am completing my 
Officer Direct Commis-
sion Course, also known 
as “basic training.”  I look 
forward to making some 
of you laugh over some 
drinks when I get back.

I have met incredible 
people from all walks of 
life. I am so grateful for 
all of  the lessons, correc-
tions, and discipline they 
extended to me. I have 
grown.

I can assure you it has 
been the most physical-
ly trying and emotionally 
draining experience of my 
life. I never knew I could 
cry, curse, and do push 
ups all while chanting 
cadence.  I have passed 

land navigation and rifle 
marksmanship by the skin 
of teeth.  It has been like 
drinking out of a firehose 
with all the military vo-
cabulary and regular 3 
am wake ups. I have just 
a little gas chamber and a 
6 mile ruck march to go. It 
will take all I got to rally. 

 I appreciate serving as 
your senator even more 
now. I also deeply miss 
the good food of our dis-
trict.  When I get back I 
will continue to campaign 
and work for you. I have 

told my fellow battle bud-
dies they will be welcome 
if they ever want to visit.

  In the meantime, you 
can still write to my Sen-
ate email.  I have occa-
sional access to email, so I 
recommend contacting my 
Chief of Staff. Additional-
ly, you can still reach out to 
my office, where my team 
will be working every day. 
Serving as your senator is 
one of the greatest honors 
of my life, and I am equal-
ly proud to serve in this 
new capacity. This expe-

rience will undoubtedly 
enrich my perspective and 
strengthen my dedication 
to public service.

Your support and under-
standing mean the world 
to me during this time. 
Thank you for the letters.  

Thank you for your 
continued trust and en-
couragement. I will be 
back next week. 

Finally, thank you for 
your votes on September 
3, 2024.  See you soon.

Onward!
Senator Lydia Edwards

Third Suffolk District
My staff contact info.

Eduardo Moreno Mendez 
- Chief of Staff
eduardo.morenomendez@
masenate.gov
Christianna Golden - Leg-
islative Director
chr i s t ianna .go lden@
masenate.gov
Robert Hass - District Di-
rector
robert.haas@masenate.
gov
For any press inquiries, 
please email Daniel Reis:
daniel.reis@masenate.govSen. Lydia Edwards shown during Basic Training at Fort 

Moore.

See OP-ED Page 3

REMEMBERING 9/11

For anyone who is old enough to remember Septem-
ber 11, 2001, all of us know exactly where we were and 
what we were doing when we heard the terrible news. 
For this generation of Americans, that day was as mem-
orable as was the assassination of John F. Kennedy for a 
previous generation. On both occasions, time seemed to 
stand still for all Americans as we processed the tragic 
events. 

The replays on TV this week of the hijacked jets 
crashing into the twin towers still seem like a nightmare 
-- did it really happen or was it all just a dream? But as 
much as we'd like to unwind the past, the reality is that 
23 years later, the events of 9/11 clearly have changed 
all of our lives and have had a dramatic impact on the 
course of world history.

The invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, and the long 
and costly wars that followed, never would have oc-
curred. Those wars forever changed the trajectory of our 
world in so many respects: The deaths and injuries  of 
thousands of our brave members of the American armed 
services; the destruction of Afghanistan and Iraq, and 
the deaths of tens of thousands of civilians in those 
countries; the destabilization of Syria and other nations 
in the Middle East and Africa that gave rise to a new 
terrorist organization, ISIS, that resulted in the greatest 
number of displaced persons in the history of the world, 
an exodus that has led to the rise of right-wing groups 
in democracies world-wide that threatens to destabilize 
our long-standing alliances; and the rise of Iran, which 
has partnered with Russia, to bring death and destruc-
tion to Israel, Ukraine, and beyond.

However, amidst the discussions by historians and an-
alysts of the global effects of 9/11, we must never forget 
the impact that 9/11 had on the families and loved ones 
of those who perished that day, many of whom were 
from our area and who were passengers on the planes 
that left from Logan Airport.

Nearly 3000 Americans died in the attacks on the 
Twin Towers and the Pentagon and on the flight of a 
fourth plane in which the passengers of the plane over-
whelmed the hijackers before they could reach their tar-
get, the U.S. Capitol.

In addition, the heroism of New York City firefight-
ers, of whom 343 died when the towers collapsed as 
they were racing inside to rescue occupants, as well as 
another 71 law enforcement officers (and one Nation-
al Park Service officer who died when the fourth plane 
crashed into national parkland in Pennsylvania), must 
never be forgotten. In addition, another  360 firefighters 
have died from diseases since that time because of the 
toxic fumes they inhaled.

We recently had occasion to visit the 9/11 memorial 
in downtown Manhattan where there is now a beautiful 
building, known as the Oculus, and the soaring Freedom 
Tower.

But despite the passage of more than 20 years, the 
memories invoked by that terrible day brought us a deep 
sense of grief, not only for those who perished and their 
families, but also for the world as we knew it that exist-
ed before 9/11.

9/11 changed our lives forever. We can only hope that 
we will be able to navigate the treacherous world we are 
facing with the necessary strength and wisdom equal to 
that task, both for ourselves and future generations.
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million will support hous-
ing development for people 
with intellectual disabilities 
and people with mental ill-
ness.

This bill also introduces 
meaningful policy changes 
aimed at making housing 
more equitable and acces-
sible. Senator Edwards led 
the charge on a provision 
creating a process for evic-
tion records to be sealed, 
allowing individuals to pe-
tition for sealing records 
of no-fault evictions, rent 
nonpayment due to eco-
nomic hardship, older fault 
evictions, records from civ-
il actions related to proper-
ty misuse, and record from 
dismissed eviction actions 
or judgements favoring the 
defendant. The reform in-
cludes protections against 
the disclosure of sealed re-
cords by consumer report-
ing agencies and ensures 
applicants can answer “no 
record” for sealed evictions 
when applying for housing 
or credit. “Eviction should 
not be a life sentence,” Sen-
ator Edwards stated. “This 
reform is about fairness 
and giving people a sec-
ond chance.” Moreover, the 
provision reflects the input 
of a wide coalition, includ-
ing the Greater Boston Real 
Estate Board, who endorsed 
the original bill in 2023.

In a creative approach to 
addressing vacant commer-
cial spaces, the bill supports 
a Commercial Property 
Conversion Program that 
will transform underutilized 
properties into much-need-
ed housing units. This not 
only addresses the housing 
shortage but also breathes 
new life into struggling 
commercial districts.

Other notable reforms 
include:

• Making it easier to 
build Accessory Dwell-
ing Units (ADUs) on sin-
gle-family lots.

• Local Option for Vet-
erans Preference in afford-
able housing programs. 
Municipalities may opt to 
reserve up to 10% of af-
fordable units for veterans.

• Ensuring that 
state-funded housing proj-
ects comply with responsi-
ble contractor standards to 
protect workers’ rights.

• Creating seasonal 
communities definition 

and policies to protect 
communities with exten-
sive population growth 
during the touring season. 
One such policy is the mu-
nicipal worker preference.

• Creating a policy on 
Social Housing.

• Creating a commis-
sion on Senior Housing.

• Creating an Office of 
Fair Housing.

The housing bond bill 
is a testament to the pow-
er of innovative policy 
paired with serious invest-
ment. It’s a reflection of 
our commitment to ensur-
ing that housing is a right, 
not a privilege, and that 
no one is left behind in 
the push for more afford-
able homes. As Senator 
Edwards put it, “This bill 
is more than a financial 
investment—it’s an in-
vestment in the future of 
Massachusetts. A future 

where housing is stable, 
accessible, and equitable 
for all. I am grateful for 
the opportunity to lead as a 
freshman Senator in a con-
ference committee on one 
of the leading issues of our 
time, contributing to a bill 
that tackles such critical 
challenges head-on.”

With the enactment of 
this historic legislation, 
Massachusetts is not just 
responding to today’s 
housing crisis but also 
laying the foundation for 
long-term solutions that 
will benefit generations to 
come. This is more than 
just a victory for housing 
advocates—it’s a win for 
everyone in the Common-
wealth.

Lydia Edwards is a 
State Senator representing 
the Third Suffolk District. Salesian // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Open Streets // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

help its members become 
productive, caring citi-
zens. Whether teaching 
members the importance 
of staying active and eat-
ing healthy or providing 
homework help to achieve 
academic success, the 
Club truly impacts the 
lives of the youth it serves. 
Your support can signifi-

cantly contribute to this 
impact, making a real dif-
ference in the lives of these 
children and families.

Your generous support 
makes this event a Suc-
cess! For more informa-
tion, sponsorship oppor-
tunities, or register online 
to play and/or be a spon-
sor or donor at the event, 
click on https://give.dona-

tionpay.org/salesianclub/
swing/ or please visit us at 
Facebook.com/Salesian-
club

If you have questions, 
don't hesitate to contact 
Michael Triant at 617-
567-6626 x11, michaeltri-
ant@salesianclub.com, or 
Anita Belmonte @ 617-
784-1744, abelmonte@
salesianclub.com.

Special to the Times

The Jeffries Point 
Neighborhood Associ-
ation invites all Jeffries 
Point residents to partic-
ipate in the Jeffries Point 
Yard Sale and Free Stuff 
Weekend! On Saturday, 
September 21st, residents 
are invited to hold Yard 
Sales in front of their 
homes from 9 AM to 3PM, 
and put out items to give 
away for free on Sunday, 
September 22nd.

 The JPNA has been or-
ganizing a Free Stuff Day 
for the past several years, 
usually as part of East-

ie Week. This year it was 
decided to move the event 
to September, to increase 
participation and add it to 
a yard sale day. Residents 
must ensure the sidewalk 
remains open for easy pass-
ing.

For Free Stuff Day, the 
JPNA is partnering with 
the McKay School, locat-
ed at 122 Cottage Street. 
Free items can be left in the 
parking lot, to be picked 
up as waste on Monday 
by Public Works. Resi-
dents are also welcome 
to leave items in front of 
their homes. Everyone 
is encouraged to mark 

items as “free”. The goal 
of the event is to reduce 
the amount of waste, and 
to make it easier for those 
who are car free to dispose 
of unwanted items.

All are invited to visit 
Maverick, Everett, Sumner, 
Webster and Marginal 
Street to enjoy yard sales 
and collect free items!

If you would like to have 
your address publicized, 
for either the Yard Sale, or 
items to give away, you can 
email the JPNA at board@
jeffriespoint.org, or post on 
the Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association Face-
book Page.

KING RICHARD'S 
FAIRE RETURNS 
FOR ITS 43RD 
SEASON

The 43rd annual King 
Richard's Faire, New En-
gland's largest Renais-
sance festival, will run 
weekends to October 20, 
including Monday hol-
idays, at an 80-acre site 
in Carver, MA. The Faire 
offers a wide variety of 

entertainment, including 
jousting tournaments, ac-
robats, musicians, and 
unique attractions like live 
unicorn rides. 

During Fandom in 
the Kingdom Weekend 
(September 14-15), at-
tendees can enjoy Harry 
Potter-themed activities, 
including all-day Magi-
cal House Meetups and a 
Sorting Hat Ceremony at 
4:00 p.m. on the King’s 

Stage, followed by a cos-
tume parade to the Tour-
nament Field.

The following week-
end, All’s Faire in Love 
and War (September 21-
22), features a Vow Re-
newal Ceremony at 4:00 
p.m. on Saturday and a 
Viking Tug O’War contest 
on Sunday at 4:00 p.m. 
on the Tournament Field, 

News in Brief

Mon-Sat 3pm - 1am | Sun 11:30am-1am | Full menu till 
midnight | 781-629-4762 | 388 Broadway, Revere

are back this september at

the
roaring

2 s

$$20 20 mealsmeals
Chicken parmigiana

Chicken marsala
Chicken picata

Chicken boscaiola
Chicken saltimbocca

Chicken salerno
Chicken penne broccoli

Chicken Francese

Pollo rabe
Chicken Fettucine con panna

Ravioli tre formaggi
Gnocchi sorrentina

Abruzzese con salsiccia
Gamberi limone
Penne dell orto

Dine in or take out All September

 Scan 
for delivery @volarerevere

Sunday Brunch 
Buffet! 11:30am – 2pm

$12 Kids 
under 10

COURTESY PHOTO

Planet Fitness franchisee group, The Flynn Group, with Planet Fitness locations in Revere 
(Northgate and Wonderland), East Boston, Dorchester, Quincy, Weymouth, Hingham, 
Hanover, and Plymouth, held their annual school supply drive to benefit local Boys & Girls 
Clubs around the Boston area.  From July 22 through August 14, each club location collect-
ed new school supplies from their Planet Fitness members to be donated to the Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club of East Boston, as well as the Boys & Girls Clubs in Dorchester and Plym-
outh. Planet Fitness is committed to helping provide a Judgement Free Generation® by 
providing each member at these Boys & Girls Clubs’ locations the new supplies needed for 
a successful school year. Shown above, left to right, Planet Fitness Wonderland (Revere) 
team members Adryana Doran, David Sanchez, Genesis Ramirez.

LOCAL PLANET FITNESS FRANCHISEE HOSTS 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVES

Op-Ed // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 4

– Executive Director – 
Friends of the Mary Ellen Welch Greenway, Inc.
The Executive Director will be responsible for overseeing all aspects of the organi-
zation’s operations, with a primary focus on advocacy, fundraising, financial sustain-
ability, community relationships, volunteer growth, effective marketing and communi-
cation and visionary leadership. This role requires strong leadership skills, excellent 
verbal and written communication, the ability to inspire and motivate others and a 
genuine passion for our mission. The position reports to the Board of Directors and 
oversees staff, currently consisting of one or more part-time contract Program coor-
dinators and a Director of Finance and Administration.
This is a part-time position working remotely. We are committed to stablishing diver-
sity and community representation throughout the Friends and encourage 

candidates from diverse backgrounds to apply.
Qualifications & Experience

-Four-year degree or experience in nonprofit manage-
ment, business administration, public administration or 
related field preferred.
-Proven track record of success in nonprofit fundraising, 
with experience in individual, corporate and foundation 
giving, grant writing, and donor stewardship. 
-3+ years of leadership and management experience.
-East Boston residency desirable

For a full job description, please write to 
markwarren@mmwarren.com

HELP WANTED

Fiesta en la Plaza welcomes 
Latinx Heritage Month Sunday
Special to the Times 

This Sunday, Fiesta 
en la Plaza will welcome 
Latinx Heritage Month to 
Boston's City Hall Plaza 
and Pavilion with a di-
verse artistic lineup, an-
nounced Ágora Cultural 
Architects.

This second edition 
of Fiesta en la Plaza will 
showcase the rich diversity 
of Boston's Latin American 
communities. On Sunday, 
the first of three days of ac-
tivities, an artistic program 
will include a comparsa and 
performances of folk, pop, 
and jazz music.

"We return to this im-
portant square in the City 
of Boston with a party that 
wants to unite all our com-
munities to celebrate with 

the joy and rhythms that 
characterize us. It is also a 
great opportunity to contin-
ue promoting the great tal-
ent of so many Latin Amer-
ican artists who live in this 
city," said Elsa Mosquera, 
co-leader of the event's cu-
rator and producer, Ágora 
Cultural Architects.

The Fiesta Welcome will 
feature award-winning sax-
ophonist Edmar Colón with 
pianist Alain Mallet, fol-
lowed by the trio of Puer-
to Rican singer and cuatro 
player Fabiola Méndez. The 
public can dance to different 
rhythms accompanied by 
the MetaMovements dance 
group. The closing of the 
first day will be in charge 
of the band of the creative 
Colombian artist Manuela 

Sánchez Goubert.
Fiesta en la Plaza will 

continue with events at the 
Civic Pavilion on Septem-
ber 19 and 27. On Thurs-
day, September 19, the eve-
ning will open with a panel 
of Afro-Latin artists hosted 
by cultural reporter Cristela 
Guerra and with the support 
of Boston's Latin Quarter. 
This will be followed by 
two documentaries by the 
Puerto Rican Documentary 
Filmmakers Association, 
Santiago de las Mujeres 
(1:03 hr) and ART21: Dan-
iel Lind-Ramos (13 min). 
The Fiesta will close on 
September 27 with a night 
of dancing to the rhythm of 
the Cuban group Clave & 
Blues and the dancers of El 
Bonche in Boston.

close to vehicular traffic at 
9 a.m. and reopen at 6 p.m.

“Expanding our Open 
Streets events gives resi-
dents more opportunities 
to explore new neighbor-
hoods in their city,” said 
Jascha Franklin-Hodge, 
Chief of Streets. “Open 
Streets bring neighbor-
hoods together to enjoy a 
safe, fun environment for 
walking, biking, and rec-
reation.”

“Open Streets events 
are a wonderful opportu-
nity for Boston residents 
to support small businesses 
and enjoy their neighbor-
hoods,” said Segun Idowu, 
Chief of Economic Op-
portunity and Inclusion. “I 
appreciate the Mayor and 
colleagues across the Ad-

ministration, our partners 
in the field, and the women- 
and BIPOC-led businesses 
helping to grow the num-
ber of safe and successful 
Open Streets events. I have 
been a part of this project 
since the beginning and 
feel honored to celebrate 
this year again.”

Open Streets program-
ming will include food 
trucks, face painting, bal-
loon animals, crafts, in-
teractive games, photo 
installations, exclusive 
performances and activa-
tions, and Pedicabs. New 
this year, the Boston Fire 
Department and the Of-
fice of Emergency Man-
agement are partnering 
to introduce hydrant-fed 
misting stations at key lo-
cations to help residents 

stay cool at Open Streets 
events.

Open Streets first start-
ed in the summer of 2022 
with three neighborhoods.

The City is contracting 
again this year with Sha-
na Bryant Consulting, a 
Black- and woman-owned 
small business, to carry 
out Boston’s Open Streets 
program.

“Shana Bryant Consult-
ing is thrilled that Open 
Streets Boston is back. We 
will have programming 
for all ages, and we are 
excited to bring back the 
kids and music hubs, ven-
dor and resource rows, and 
of course, food from local 
restaurants and Pedicabs. 
We look forward to seeing 
you in East Boston,” said 
Shana Bryant.”

JPNA hosts Yard Sale and Free Stuff Weekend
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Family and friends are 
invited to attend Visiting 
Hours on Saturday, Sep-
tember 14th from 4 to 
6:30 p.m., in the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals, 
262 Beach St., Revere, 
for John T. Cataldo, 83, 
of Newton, formerly of 
East Boston, who passed 
away on September 5th. 
A Funeral Service will be 
conducted in the Funeral 
Home at 6:30 p.m.

John was born and 
raised in East Boston and 
was the son of Victor T. 
and Rose (Zona) Cataldo. 
He attended East Boston 
schools and graduated 
from East Boston High 
School. He then contin-
ued his education at Cor-
nell University earning a 
certificate in the Hospi-
tality Program. He first 
worked in the food ser-
vice industry working for 
Sweet Life, but later in life 
switched careers and be-
gan working for Massport 
as a leasing manager. He 
retired from Massport in 
2007 after 20 plus years.

When he married Nor-
een (Caraglia) and began 
his family, the couple re-
mained in East Boston for 
many years, eventually 
relocating to Newton in 
2009 to be closer to their 
children.

John enjoyed being 
with his family, was an 
avid Red Sox fan and 
liked playing golf in his 
spare time. He was also 
a fan of the Cleveland 
Browns, though he was 
never fortunate enough 
to witness a champion-
ship. John enjoyed trav-

eling with his wife, but 
they most enjoyed their 
summer home in Maine, 
where they made wonder-
ful memories with their 
grandchildren and hosted 
many family reunions.

He was the beloved 
husband of Noreen M. 
(Caraglia) Cataldo of 
Newton, devoted father 
of John A. Cataldo and 
his wife, Kristin of Pitts-
boro, NC, Kathy Frappi-
er and her husband, Bill 
of Cape Elizabeth, ME, 
Joanna Cataldo and her 
husband, Kenny Weill of 
Brookline and Deanna Sa-
lemme and her husband, 
John of Newton. He was 
the cherished grandfather 
of Christopher, Nicolas, 
Victoria, Michael, Daniel, 
Ilana, Ava, Juliana, Gabri-
ela, and Zy’here and dear 
brother of Rosanne Inter-
bartolo and her husband, 
Michael, Victor Cataldo 
and his wife, Susan and 
Michael Cataldo and his 
wife, Jane. He is also lov-
ingly survived by many 
nieces, nephews, in-laws, 
and cousins.

In lieu of flowers, re-
membrances may be made 
to the Parkinson’s Founda-
tion New England Chap-
ter, Attn: Donor Services, 
5757 Waterford District 
Drive, Suite 310, Miami, 
FL 33126. 

To send online condo-
lences, please visit www.
vertucciosmithvazza.com. 
Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to the care and 
direction of the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals.

News Briefs // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

with 50 participants max.
For tickets and full 

event details, visit kingri-
chardsfaire.net.

BOSTON MOVING 
ARTS PRESENTS 
‘WELCOME HOME’ 
DANCE CONCERT

Boston Moving Arts 
will host the “Welcome 
Home” dance concert 
on October 18 and 19, 
2024, at Boston Univer-
sity Dance Theater. This 
performance, highlighting 
homecoming and con-
nection, features chore-
ographers from Boston, 
Montreal, and Washington 
State. Boston-born An-
drew Skeels makes his lo-
cal debut with “Unkempt,” 
a raw look at relationships, 
while FLOCK, a Ger-
man-American company, 
showcases “Somewhere 
Between,” a piece ex-
ploring childhood myths. 
Tickets are $30, available 
at bostonmovingarts.com.

SUMMER SHACK 
CELEBRATES SEPT. 
BIRTHDAYS WITH 
FREE 1LB LOBSTER

Summer Shack, located 
in Back Bay and Allston, 
is offering a special birth-
day treat this September 
at its Boston and Cam-
bridge locations. Guests 
celebrating a birthday in 
September can enjoy a 
complimentary 1lb lob-
ster by showing proof of 
ID. The offer is valid for 
dine-in customers from 
September 1st to Septem-
ber 30th, with no purchase 
necessary. Reservations 
are recommended as spots 
are limited. Gratuity is not 
included.

For more information or 
to make a reservation, visit 
Summer Shack’s website 
at summershackrestau-
rant.com.

USS CONSTITUTION 
TO GO UNDERWAY 
FOR 2024 CNO 
CHIEF HERITAGE 
WEEKS

USS Constitution is 
scheduled to get under-
way for the 2024 Chief of 
Naval Operations’ Chief 
Petty Officer Heritage 
Training Weeks on Friday, 
September 13, at 10 a.m.

The ship will remain 
closed following the un-
derway.

USS Constitution Sail-
ors, alongside 120 Sailors 
selected for promotion to 
chief petty officer, will 

sail in Boston Harbor. 
During Chief Petty Offi-
cer Heritage Weeks, the 
crew of USS Constitution 
will train over 220 newly 
selected chief petty offi-
cers in the same skills as 
19th-century Sailors, in-
cluding gun drills, pike 
drills, sailing, and musket 
drills, to foster meaningful 
leadership development.

For over 20 years, select 
Sailors advancing to chief 
petty officer have come to 
USS Constitution to spend 
a week living aboard “Old 
Ironsides,” fully immersed 
in naval heritage.

A 21-gun salute will be 
fired, which can be viewed 
from Fort Independence 
on Castle Island at approx-
imately 11:30 a.m. Addi-
tionally, USS Constitution 
will fire a 17-gun salute as 
she passes the U.S. Coast 
Guard Sector Boston, the 
former site of Edmund 
Hartt’s Shipyard, where 
she was built and launched 
on October 21, 1797.

The cruise will be visi-
ble from the Boston Har-
borwalk, Castle Island, 
and the Charlestown Navy 
Yard.

USS Constitution is 
open Tuesday to Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. for 
public visitation.

USS Constitution is the 
world’s oldest commis-
sioned warship afloat and 
America’s Ship of State. 
She played a crucial role 
in the Barbary Wars and 
the War of 1812, actively 
defending sea lanes from 
1797 to 1855.

FREE 
PRESENTATION ON 
SEA-LEVEL RISE BY 
MIT PROFESSOR 
KERRY EMANUEL 
IN WINTHROP

Local residents are in-
vited to a free presenta-
tion by Kerry Emanuel, a 
meteorology professor at 
MIT, about the realities of 
sea-level rise and its po-
tential impacts on homes, 
budgets, and families. The 
event will take place on 
Thursday, September 19, 
at 6 pm in the Lyceum 
Room at the EB New-
ton Building, 45 Pauline 
Street. The presentation 
will also include a brief 
legislative update from 
the Winthrop chapter of 
Mothers Out Front. All 
are welcome to attend. For 
more information, contact 
winthroptogether@gmail.
com.

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

To place a memoriam in the 
Times-Free Press, please call 

781-485-0588

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Robert Helfer
He will be forever in the hearts of his family

Family and friends at-
tended visiting hours on 
Tuesday, September 10th 
in the Vertuccio Smith & 
Vazza Beechwood Home 
for Funerals, 262 Beach 
St., Revere for Robert L. 
Helfer who died on Tues-
day, September 3rd at the 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital following a brief 
illness, he was 76 years 
old. A Funeral Service fol-
lowed the visitation in the 
funeral home. Interment 
will be held privately.

Robert was born on 
March 26, 1948, to the late 
Lawrence and Dorothy 
(Wilson) Hefler and was 
the youngest of three chil-
dren. He was raised in Bos-
ton’s Back Bay and was 
educated in Boston Public 
Schools. He married his 
wife in 1971 and had one 
child, their son Robert. 
They later moved to East 
Boston for many years and 
to Revere in 1998. Robert 
spent most of his working 
career as a Bus Driver for 
the M.B.T.A. His career 
spanned over 20 years.

Robert loved being 
with his family and in 
his spare time he would 
have weekly breakfast 
with his friends. He was 
a huge wrestling fan and 
he would tune in to watch 
Judge Judy. He enjoyed 
driving and in retirement 
he would drive all over. 
He enjoyed meeting new 
people and finding out 
about them.

He leaves this world to 

join his sweetheart Claire, 
he will be forever in the 
hearts of his family.

He was the beloved 
husband of 52 years of the 
late Claire N. (Mathison) 
Helfer, the loving father 
of Robert M. Helfer and 
his wife, Teresa and the 
cherished papa of Bren-
don T. Helfer and Jamie 
M. Helfer, all of Revere; 
the dear brother of Barba-
ra Wilke – Mottram and 
Virginia “Ginny” Burn-
ham, both of Florida; the 
treasured uncle of Debra 
Roux of Buzzards Bay, 
Lynn M. Wilke – Nason of 
Methuen and the late Lau-
ra Wilke.

In lieu of flowers, 
please make a donation in 
Robert’s memory to the 
Dana-Farber Cancer In-
stitute, P.O. Box 849168, 
Boston, MA 02284-9168. 

To send online condo-
lences, please visit www.
vertucciosmithvazza.com.

Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to the care and 
direction of the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals.

40th Anniversary
Blessed Mother of Sorrow

Blessed Mother of 
Sorrow Mass this year 

will be celebrated 
September 15 at 11 a.m. 
at the Madonna Queen 
of the Universe Shrine 

(Don Orione Fathers) at 
150 Orient Ave., 

East Boston. 

Please come and honor 
the Blessed Mother on 

this special day. 
Help us continue this 
beautiful tradition, 

which began in 1932 
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 

in East Boston. 

Blessed Mother of Sorrow
Blessed Mother of Sorrow Mass  
this year will be celebrated  
September 19 at 10:30 a.m. at the  
Don Orione Madonna Queen Shrine, 
111 Orient Ave., East Boston. 

Please come and honor the  
Blessed Mother on this special day.
Help us continue this beautiful  
tradition, which began in 1932 
 at Our Lady of Mount Carmel  
Church in East Boston. 

A procession through the 
streets of East Boston will 
begin at 3 p.m. at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church,  
Gove St., East Boston.

John T. Cataldo
Massport Retiree

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
PLEASE CALL 617-567-4499         SPINELLIS.COM

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceañera, Reunion,

Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes

Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service
and professionalism to ensure the success of

your special occasion.

Please accept sincere condolences, from the Spinelli’s family and staff.
During this difficult time, we would like to offer our facility at a specially

reduced price, for you, your family and friends.

SERVED UPON ARRIVAL - Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

BUFFET LUNCHEON MENU

Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter, Chicken, Ziti & Broccoli
Alfredo, Eggplant Parmigiana, Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499           www.spinellis.com

Above price does not include a 15% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

PINELLI’S
F U N C T I O N  F A C I L I T Y

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $15.50 Per
Person
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BOSTON.GOV/OPEN-STREETS

Experience East Boston in a whole new way 
through Open Streets! Grab your friends
and family and join us for a fun-filled day 
of walking, skating, biking and activities 
on a car-free Bennington St. and Prescott St. 
to Meridian St. and London St.
Streets Close at 9 a.m.   Activities start at 10:30 a.m.

SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER

15
10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Questions? Email us at info@openstreetsboston.org or call 311

MERIDIAN ST. & BENNINGTON ST.
From Maverick St. to Porter St.
and Porter St. to Day Square

LIVE ART &
ENTERTAINMENT

FAMILY
FUN ZONE

HEALTH &
WELLNESS

STREETS FOR
THE PEOPLE
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PIERS PARK PICNIC SPONSORED BY SENATOR LYDIA EDWARDS,  
STATE REP. ADRIAN MADARO, AND COUNCILOR GABRIELA COLLETTA

Monday was a beautiful 
day to spend at Piers Park 
in East Boston, especially 
when you were treated to a 
picnic lunch courtesy from 
Senator Lydia Edwards, 
State Representative Adri-
an Madaro and Councillor 
Gabriela Colletta. Coffe 
and donuts was served 
earlier in the day, before a 
wide variety of sandwich-
es was brought to the party 
by Sammy Carlos Cater-
ing located in East Boston. 
Music and raffles was also 
added to the venue, mak-
ing it a perfect day in the 
park for all.

Mackenzie Cunningham and David Kelliher at Piers Park, 
representing Neighborhood Pace by NeighborHealth.

Coffee and donuts for everyone, Rosalie Petralia, Marie 
Zinna and Fran Riley enjoying the picnic at Piers Park.

First Priority making East 
Boston their first priority 
at Piers Park, shown Molly 
Roark and Sophia Ves-
siropoulos.

Executive Director of the EB Social Center Justin Pasquari-
ello making his rounds greeting the vendors, shown is 
Diana Beltrao from the Boston Public Library.Hillary Hughes and Hannah Bolster with lots of free stuff at 

Piers Park.
Passing out plenty of important information to the seniors, 
Edzani Kelapile, Sophia Wang, Jordan Rich and Kim Crucioli.

Jordan Rich, from Senator Edward’s office Bob Haas, State Representative Adrian Madaro 
and Councillor Gabriela Colletta also both sponsors of the event, Executive Director of East 
Boston Senior Center Justin Pasquariello, and event organizer Dawn Panos.

Bringing in the delicious picnic lunch, 
Stephen Scire and Juan Jose from Sammy 
Carlos Catering.

State Representative Adrian Madaro and 
sponsor of the picnic with Theresa Tannet-
ty, Rosemarie Yannetty, Beatris Doran and 
Dolores Urciuoli.
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Special to the Times

Despite devastating di-
agnoses, the ALS (amy-
otrophic lateral sclerosis) 
and MS (multiple sclero-
sis) residents at the Leon-
ard Florence Center for 
Living face each day with 

optimism, courage, deter-
mination and humor. ALS 
resident Martha Waite is a 
perfect example. Martha 
was diagnosed with ALS 
in October of 2018 at the 
age of 67. She first expe-
rienced “drop foot,” los-
ing the use of her right leg, 

and then her left.
Martha graduated from 

Gordon College with a 
Bachelor of Science de-
gree in both Elementary 
and Special Education 
and taught in private and 
public schools for over 30 
years. She was ordained 
as a pastor in December 
of 2016 and worked as 
a children’s pastor with 
House of Hope Church for 
the homeless in Lynn. To-
day, Martha continues to 
work as the children’s pas-
tor at First Baptist Church 
on the North Common and 
serves as the Director for 
House of Hope.

As Martha notes, living 
with other residents who 
have ALS helps her tre-
mendously. “We have the 
unique opportunity to get 
to know others with this 
disease – people who un-
derstand exactly what we 
are going through,” says 
Martha. “We encourage 
each other.” Martha recalls 
her first days after moving 
into the Leonard Florence 
Center. “What really im-
pressed me the most was 
the fact that there were 
none of the smells that 
you typically encounter in 
most nursing homes. I had 
my own room, my own 
bathroom and access to 
the café, spa, deli, chapel 
and library. The Center is 
genuinely my home.”

The ALS & MS Walk 
for Living enables resi-
dents as well as other at-
tendees to participate in 
wheelchairs, ventilators 
or by foot. The two-mile 
walk, now in its 16th year, 
has become a much antic-
ipated event in the local 
community. The Leonard 
Florence Center is operat-
ed by non-profit Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare, an affili-
ate of Legacy Lifecare.

This year’s Walk for 
Living will honor Jef-
frey Siegal, President & 
CEO of Geriatric Med-
ical & Surgical Supply 
and its employees. Head-
quartered in Woburn, the 
company is the largest 
LTC focused distributor 
in New England and the 
fourth largest nationwide. 

With its mission to im-
prove long-term care, Jeff 
and the Geriatric Medical 
family have close ties with 

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare.
“We are thrilled to pay 

tribute to Jeffrey Siegal 
and the wonderful em-

ployees in his company,” 
says Barry Berman, CEO 
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WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!

NOAH is dedicated to understanding our community's
needs. We’d love for you to share your thoughts on how we

can better serve you and our community.

Complete our survey by September 15th for a chance to win
one of 10 $25 Amazon gift cards! �✨

 Winners will be chosen by lottery from all completed surveys. 

Don’t miss out - Share your feedback today!

www.noahcdc.org

¡Completa nuestra encuesta antes del 15 de
septiembre y participa por una de las 10 tarjetas de

regalo de Amazon de $25! �✨ 

Los ganadores serán elegidos por sorteo entre todas las
encuestas completadas. 

¡No te lo pierdas, comparte tu opinión hoy mismo!

¡QUEREMOS
ESCUCHARTE!

En NOAH, queremos conocer tus opiniones y cómo
podemos mejorar para ti y nuestra comunidad. Tu opinión

es valiosa para nosotros.

www.noahcdc.org

Annual ALS & MS Walk for Living 
set for Oct. 6; honors Jeffrey Siegal 

Walkers making their way along the route during the 2023 ALS Walk for Living.

Fresh and Local

Mindful vs Mindless Eating
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Think about the food 
you’ve consumed over 
the past 48 hours. How 
much of it did you sit at 
a table and savor without 
distractions other than 
quiet and relaxed conver-
sation with your dining 
partners? What meals or 
foods did you truly en-

joy? What were your out-
standing dining moments? 
Did you do any mindful 
eating? Would it make 
a difference in your life 
and health if you did more 
mindful eating?

How much mindless 
eating did you do? How 
much did you eat at your 
desk, walking down the 
street, scrolling on your 

phone or computer, watch-
ing media, or as bites you 
grab while doing another 
chore? Today, most of us 
do far too much mindless 
eating.

From Mindless  
to Mindful

The transition to more 
mindful eating can be a 
slow, step-by-step process. 
Here’s an exercise to help 
you experience various as-
pects of mindful eating.

Plan a trip to a farm-
stand or farmers market 
and purchase two varieties 
of local apples. For some 
mindful eaters, the process 
begins with a thoughtful 
selection of the food they 
purchase.

Then, invite someone 
to taste the apples to com-
pare the look, flavor, tex-
ture, and aroma with you. 
Some people find that 
sharing a meal and talking 
about their food results in 
more mindfulness about 

the food as they eat it. We 
love sharing apples this 
time of year and know this 
process results in more 
apple enjoyment than just 
eating an apple alone.

Compare the apples, 
enjoying their shape, col-
ors, markings, and aroma, 
if any. Next, slice them 
and compare their crunch, 
sweet-to-sour balance, 
texture, and flavor. Final-
ly, describe what you dis-
covered about the apples. 
Think about the difference 
between eating an apple 
mindfully and grabbing 
one to chomp down while 
running to catch your bus. 
This is the difference be-
tween mindless and mind-
ful eating.

Steps for  
Mindful Eating

Step one is eating slow-
ly, without distractions, 
and enjoying what you’re 
eating. Next comes a very 
good suggestion for over-

all health and weight con-
trol: take smaller portions 
and learn to recognize 
when you’re full. It takes 
time for your brain to reg-
ister that you are full. The 
faster you eat, the more 
likely you are to eat past 
the point where real hun-
ger is satisfied.

Before you decide to eat 
something, ask yourself if 
this is to answer a hunger 
pang or another trigger. Are 
you craving food or com-
fort, fighting depression or 
anxiety, or rewarding your-
self with a treat?

Try to become aware 
of your triggers. This can 
be something as simple as 
turning on your favorite 
media and sitting on the 
sofa. Your sofa may be the 
place where you routine-
ly allow yourself to snack, 
and you are now craving 
snack food.

Thích Nhất Hạnh, a 
Vietnamese Buddhist monk 

known as the "father of 
mindfulness," wrote a great 
book on this topic, ”How 
to Eat." We’ll let him have 
the last word. “When you 
put a piece of fruit into your 
mouth, all you need is a lit-
tle bit of mindfulness to be 
aware: ‘I am putting a piece 
of apple in my mouth.’ Your 
mind doesn’t need to be 
somewhere else. If you’re 
thinking of work while 
you chew, that’s not eating 
mindfully. When you pay 
attention to the apple, that 
is mindfulness. Then you 
can look more deeply and 
in just a very short time you 
will see the apple seed, the 
beautiful orchard and the 
sky, the farmer, the picker, 
and so on. A lot of work is 
in that apple!”

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Email Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
suggestion.

Consider the difference between eating an apple mindfully 
and grabbing one to chomp down while running to catch 
your bus.

Don’t Forget
Pick Up After Your Pet!
Pet waste discarded on the street or in catch 
basins carries harmful bacteria straight into 

the waterways we rely on for recreation.

Remember to 
“Scoop the Poop” 
and dispose of pet 
waste in the trash.

Proper disposal of 
pet waste protects 

the environment and 
our waterways from 

contamination.

See WALK FOR LIVING Page 9
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH, THROUGH WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 18TH, 2024

Russer Wunderbar German Bologna ........... $3.39/lb  
Carando Prosciutto ..................................... $12.99/lb  
Dietz & Watson Gourmet Chicken Breast . $8.99/lb  
McCadam Muenster Cheese ......................... $5.99/lb  

Weekend Specials
Friday, September 13th through Sunday, September 15th

"while supplies last"

Produce
English Seedless Hydro Cucumbers ............2/$3.00  
Whole Butternut Squash ..................................89¢/lb  
Spaghetti Squash ..............................................89¢/lb  
Tropical Avocados ...........................................2/$4.00  
Giorgio Fresh Whole White Mushrooms ......2/$5.00  
Giorgio Fresh Sliced White Mushrooms ......2/$5.00  

BAKERY
Banana Nut Muffins 4pk .................................... $4.99
Our Own Chocolate Chip Cookies 4pk  ..............$3.99

DELI
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad ............................ $8.99/lb

PRODUCE
Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes .........................$1.69/lb
White Potatoes 5lb Bag ..................................2/$6.00

MEAT
Boneless Sirloin Strip Steak .......................... $8.99/lb

GROCERY
Tropicana Orange Juice 46oz.  ................2/$7.00 limit 4

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Center Cut Steaks ........................................$5.99/lb  
Assorted Boneless Pork Chops .................. $3.29/lb  
Grade A Gone-In Chicken Thighs ................. $1.59/lb  
Grade A Chicken Tenders ............................. $4.29/lb  
Perdue Frozen Air Fryer Chicken Wings .......... $8.99  
Bob Evans Side Dishes ................................. 2/$8.00  

Bush's Baked Beans 28 oz .......................... 2/$5.00  
Prince Pasta .....................................................4/$5.00  

(ex: lasagna-jumbo shells-gluten free)
Prego Pasta Sauce ......................................... 2/$5.00  
Dunkin K-Cups ......................................................$5.99  
Guildens Mustard ...........................................4/$5.00  
Wishbone Salad Dressing 8 oz ....................2/$4.00  
Duncan Hines Cake Mixes ............................. 2/$3.00  
Snack Pack Pudding ........................................4/$5.00  
Duncan Hines Frostings ................................2/$4.00  
Eggo Waffles (ex: Thick & Fluffy) .................. 2/$5.00  
Ore Ida Frozen Potatoes ................................2/$7.00  
Ellios Pizza ......................................................2/$8.00  
Hood Cottage Cheese 16 oz ........................ 2/$5.00  
Simply Lemonade ........................................... 2/$5.00  
Cabot Sour Cream 16 oz ..............................2/$4.00

Bakery
Assorted Scones 3 pk ........................................ $4.49  
Mini Gluten Free Apple Cider Donuts ............... $5.99  
7" Double Layer Carrot Cake ............................$13.99  

MAIN FONT: TRAJAN
SUB FONT: MYRIAD

MAIN FONT: TRAJAN
SUB FONT: MYRIAD

Introducing

msic.website/TRIM-it  |  TRIM@msic.orgParticipating credit unions are NMLS Approved 
Lenders and Equal Housing Lenders

Get a great 30-year fixed-rate 

MORTGAGE NOW, and if rates drop, 

JUST TRIM™ IT LATER with NO FEE!

SCENES FROM EAST BOSTON HIGH GIRLS VOLLEYBALL VS. CHELSEA HIGH SCHOOL
Bob Marra Photos

East Boston battled 
neighboring rival Chelsea 
in girls volleyball action 
at Chelsea High School 

Tuesday, September 3.  
Chelsea won the match 
3-0 but the Jets' perfor-
mance was an encourag-
ing sign of improvement 
for the team as it began 

its third season of varsity 
competition.  East Boston 
topped Kipp Academy in 
an August 29 pre-season 
game.

Devani Taylor (2) has her eyes on the ball.

Jenna DaSilva (10) makes a play at the net in front of teammates Jordynn Copeland (21) 
and Mareyli Figueroa.

Jordyn Vasquez makes a play at the net.

Jordynn Copeland (21) reaches for an incoming volley.

Samantha Martinez Mendoza makes a play as teammate 
Devani Taylor (2) looks on.

Kelren Fernandes Dias goes to the floor to make a save.

Kelren Fernandes Dias gets a leg up as she two-hands a 
return volley.

Alexandria Brangiforte lines up for a return.
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2x2 classified 

ad size shown 
to scale

12 weeks of
 eyes on your ad

CHOOSE FROM SIX COMMUNITIES TO ADVERTISE IN!

12 WEEKS  1 PRICE
One 2x2 Ad → AUGUST - OCTOBER ← ONLY $18000*

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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NEWS BRIEFS
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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DELI HELP WANTED
MUST BE OVER 18 YEARS OLD | MUST BE  

FLEXIBLE WITH HOURS | DAYS-EVENING-WEEKENDS
PLEASE CALL MARC OR CHRIS 617-846-6880

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.846.1020      C21SEAPORT.COM      218 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP 2-9

Thinking of Buying, Selling, or Thinking of Buying, Selling, or 
need to rent your apartment? need to rent your apartment? 

We've got you covered.We've got you covered.
Call Jan Stevens at 617-877-6455 

or Kimberly Hodson at 760-214-6865

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Single Family Beach Oasis
A Must See — 129 Strandway

$895,000— Offered by Elizabeth Ferrara

New to Market!New to Market!
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((778811))  771188--77009944

SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See COLD SNAP Page 4

Lovelines
Page 6
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6

See McGARY Page 2

Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Spring into savings today!Spring into savings today!

&

*$180 per paper

THE 23RD ANNIVERSARY SERVICE OF THE SEPTEMBER 11TH ATTACKS ON 
AMERICA HELD AT PIERS PARK IN EAST BOSTON

On Sept. 11, 2001, trag-
edy struck America with 
planes hi-jacked and flown 
into New York’s World 
Trade Center towers, the 
Pentagon and because of 
the bravery of passengers 
a plane crashed into a field 
in Pennsylvania, saving 
hundreds of lives of inno-
cent Americans.

Three thousand Amer-
icans died that day, hun-
dreds still suffer from the 
effects, both physical and 
emotional. Coming upon 
the 1st Anniversary of 
this tragedy, East Boston’s 
Fran Rowan put together 
a remembrance ceremony 
with the help of family and 
friends, held at Piers Park. 
That was 23 years ago, lots 
has happened in the world, 
and East Boston. This 
service continues today, 
at Piers Park where it all 

began with an idea from 
Fran Rowan. The essence 
of remembering all those 
souls lost, hurt and those 
left to put their lives back 
together, still haunts us all 
after 23 years. Another 
change in the lives of the 
community of East Bos-
ton, Fran (Frances Brown) 
Rowan passed away on 
September 3, 2015, but 
her love for family, com-
munity, and our country 
remains. Every year at the 
9-11 services a chair with 
a wreath and photo of her 
is placed front and center 
in her honor.

We all vowed to never 
forget what happened on 
the tragic day, we will also 
never forget what Fran 
Rowan has done to help 
her beloved community 
heal and move forward.

Master of Ceremonies Dave Arinella starts the program at 
Piers Park and welcomes everyone.

Starr Desmond performed the National Anthem.

The East Boston YMCA singers with several musical selections, led by Paul Racki.

East Boston City Councillor Gabriela Colletta with her re-
marks and childhood remembrances’ from 9-11-2001.

Buddy Mangini with a special prayer for those lost and 
remembering his friend Fran Rowan.

State Representative Adrian Madaro with his remarks.

Ryan Sherman recited “Into the Fire”.

God Bless America sung by Giana Ribeiro.

Devon Sherman with the reading of the poem “One.”
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of Chelsea Jewish Life-
care. “Everyone at Geri-
atric Medical has been 
extremely supportive of 
our organization. Their 
passion, dedication and 
generosity are truly re-
markable.”

“I am so proud to be in-
volved with the Leonard 
Florence Center for Living 
and the 2024 Walk for Liv-
ing,” says Jeffrey Siegal. 
“The Center’s residents 
continuously inspire and 
amaze me. It is my fervent 
hope that this event will 
increase awareness about 
living with ALS and MS.”

WCVB Channel 5 news 
anchor Maria Stephanos, 
this year’s Walk Ambassa-
dor, will emcee the event. 
On a recent visit to the 
Leonard Florence Center 
for Living, Maria reflect-
ed on the word “living” in 
the center’s name. “That 
word means everything to 
the residents who call the 
center home,” explains 
Stephanos. “Walking into 
the Leonard Florence 
Center and you immedi-
ately see and feel that this 
is a very special place.”

The 2024 Walk for 
Living will take place at 
10am on Sunday, October 
6 at 165 Captains Row on 
Admiral’s Hill in Chelsea. 
Every single dollar raised 
goes directly back to pa-
tient care and programs 
for ALS and MS residents. 
To register, go to the Walk 
for Living website and 
click on register.

Following the dog 
friendly walk, there will be 
a BBQ hosted by Chili’s, 
face painting, live dance 
performances, a petting 
zoo and more. The $20 do-
nation fee includes a Walk 
for Living tee shirt as well 
as all food and activities.

The Platinum level 
sponsor is M&T Banks; 
Gold Level is A.H.O.H;. 
Independent Newspaper 
Group is the media spon-
sor. For more information 
or to make a much-appre-

ciated donation, please vis-
it www.walkforliving.org 
or contact Walk Director 
Maura Graham at mgra-
ham@chelseajewish.org 
or 617-409-8973. All do-
nations are tax deductible.

Chelsea Jewish Life-
care is redefining senior 
care and re-envisioning 
what life should be like for 
those living with disabling 
conditions. The eldercare 
community includes a 
wide array of skilled and 
short-term rehab residenc-

es, ALS, MS and ventilator 
dependent specialized care 
residences, traditional and 
specialized assisted living 
options, memory care, in-
dependent living, adult 
day health, and homecare 
and hospice agencies that 
deliver customized and 
compassionate care.

Legacy Lifecare Inc. is 
a nonprofit management 
resources collaborative 
that provides small-to-
mid-sized organizations 
with the infrastructure 

needed to succeed in to-
day’s complex senior care 
environment. Affiliates 
include JGS Lifecare of 
Longmeadow, Deutsches 
Altenheim of West Rox-
bury, Armenian Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center 
of Jamaica Plains, Eliz-
abth Seton Residence and 
Marillac Residence of 
Wellesley, Sophia Snow 
Place in West Roxbury 
and Saint Joseph Living 
Center of Windham, CT.

Walk for Living // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

PHOTOS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE 
EAST BOSTON TIMES ON SEPT. 25TH

The First Day at School can  
be a very happy & special day for both parents, 

grandparents & children. 

PLEASE SHARE 
THOSE PHOTOS 

WITH US
Please provide:
•Child’s Name 
•Newspaper to be published in
Email photos to: 

promo@reverejournal.com

FIRST 
DAY AT 
SCHOOL

Back to School!

Lucia Cerbone, Alexandria Gianetti, Ava Meriano, Danni Hope Randall, 
Sabrina Visconti

Sophia

Jax
Lauren

Sophia and Ava

GiGi

Maya

Yassmina

Jaliene

Robert Bettano wishing his cousin 
Juliet Bettano (hugging) and Sister Anabel Bettano

Maya

Cielo Ramirez , Jillian Schraffa , Samarah Paiva, Sofia 
Visconti and Kaitlyn Hurley

 Jaliah

Zachary

Julianna

Raffael

Domennic and Mia

Austin , Gerry, and Matthew  

 Daniella and Julianna

Sofia, Gerry and Joseph and Sabrina 

 Daniella and Juliana

Adriana
Eva and Ella

Isabella

Sophia and Matthew

Tony

Jake and Ryan

Jackson

DEADLINE 
FRI, SEPT. 20TH

Photo already on your phone?

Scan here, to send your 
email! Just Attach it!

PHOTOS RECEIVED WITHOUT INFO WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED

THE 23RD ANNIVERSARY SERVICE OF THE SEPTEMBER 11TH ATTACKS ON 
AMERICA HELD AT PIERS PARK IN EAST BOSTON

Gabriella and Marina Ribeiro with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Fran Rowan’s family, Ismael and Souad Saib, Jim Lori, and Dan Rowan. Buddy Mangini is shown with a special edition 2002 Fire Fighters Harley Davidson Motor-
cycle built in memory of 9/11.

Gabriella and Marina Ribeiro placing the memorial wreath.

Lianne Sherman carries on the work and memory of her 
friend, Fran Rowan. It takes a village, and lots of work, 
but each year Lianne finds a way. Shown here welcoming 
everyone and thanking everyone that makes this memorial 
possible every year.

media 
sponsor

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Lisa M Genova T      Digregorio, Dustin 100 Webster St #33        $819,000  
Flores-Galdamez, Yuri Y Flores, Jose A 172 Paris St                $980,000  
Fahey 3rd, James F      Bliss, Django         186-188 Paris St #7        $707,900  
Kiehm, Matthias          Driftwood Legacy Nt     282 Marginal St #7       $739,000  
Le, Linh              Border Development LLC 301 Border St #206        $575,000  
Meehan, Thomas      Ruddy, Sarah E       441 Frankfort St           $683,400  
Ochoa-Santos, Dennys C    Ciampa Investments Inc 634 Saratoga St           $770,000 
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the universal postpartum 
home visiting program 
administered by DPH and 
provides coverage for the 
program’s services.

Additionally, the law 
requires DPH to develop 
and disseminate public 
information about preg-
nancy loss to the public 
and perinatal health care 
workers to prioritize the 
physical and mental health 
care of patients affected. It 
also requires DPH to es-
tablish a program to con-
duct fetal and infant mor-
tality reviews (FIMR) to 
identify social, economic, 
and systems level factors 
associated with fetal and 
infant deaths and inform 
public health policy pro-
grams. The legislation also 
includes a provision that 
will allow Massachusetts 
residents to use earned 
paid sick time in the event 
of a pregnancy loss.

The law ensures that the 
Maternal Mortality and 
Morbidity Review Com-
mittee will have access to 
essential records required 
to conduct thorough and 
timely reviews of mater-
nal deaths and pregnancy 
complications. This will 
enable the Committee to 
formulate comprehen-
sive recommendations to 
improving maternal out-
comes and prevent mor-
tality. The law’s language 
also establishes a grant 
program under the Exec-
utive Office of Health and 
Human Services aimed at 
addressing maternal men-
tal health. This program 
will support the establish-
ment or expansion of ini-
tiatives serving perinatal 
individuals, particular-
ly those in underserved 
populations, to improve 
mental health, behavioral 
health, and substance use 
disorder.

The law establishes a 
nine-member task force to 
study the current availabil-
ity of, and access to, ma-
ternal health services and 
care, as well as essential 
service closures of inpa-
tient maternity units and 
acute-level birthing cen-

ters. The task force will 
identify methods of in-
creasing financial invest-
ment in, and patient access 
to, maternal health care in 
the Commonwealth.

STUDENTS FACING 
DISCIPLINARY 
ACTION FOLLOWING 
FIGHT AT RHS

REVERE— About one 
dozen students face disci-
plinary action following 
a fight that broke out at 
Revere High School last 
Thursday.

During the fight, one 
staff member was struck 
and transported to the hos-
pital out of an abundance 
of caution. That staff 
member was reported to be 
at home and feeling fine.

“Revere Public Schools 
is among the highest 
achieving school districts in 
the state and we work every 
day to provide a safe learn-
ing environment for every 
student,” district officials 
said in an official statement 
on the incident. “At Revere 
High School on Thursday, 
a physical altercation in-
volving several students 
occurred during the tran-
sition to lunch period. We 
have zero tolerance for vio-
lence in our schools and are 
coordinating closely with 
our teams at Revere High 
School and Revere Police to 
ensure all parties involved 
are held accountable.”

The disciplinary action 
for the students involved 
could include suspensions 
or expulsion.

Jane Chapin, co-presi-
dent of the Revere Teach-
ers’ Association told the 
local CBS News affiliate 
that the union is asking 
for more guidance coun-
selors and social workers 
for the districts as well 
as a health and safety 
team to be formed to help 
deal with incidents in the 
schools. RTA co-presi-
dent Michelle Ervin stated 
that fights have become 
common at the school, al-
though not to the level of 
what transpired last Thurs-
day.

WINTHROP POLICE 
WARN RESIDENTS 
ABOUT BITCOIN 
SCAMS, OFFER 
SAFETY TIPS FOR 
AVOIDING THEM

WINTHROP— Po-
lice Chief John Goodwin 
and the Winthrop Police 
Department would like 
to warn the public about 
an increasing number of 
scams involving Bitcoin 
ATM machines, and offers 
the public safety tips to 
help avoid scams. 

Bitcoin scams are par-
ticularly challenging 
because it is extremely 
difficult to retrieve any 
money that is deposited 
into Bitcoin ATM ma-
chines, which scammers 
often demand. The Win-
throp Police Department 
advises residents to ig-
nore any calls or emails 
that demand they deposit 
money into Bitcoin ATM 
machines.

“Bitcoin scams are par-
ticularly difficult for us to 
investigate and help with, 
because once money has 
been deposited into a Bit-
coin ATM it is almost im-
possible to get the money 
back,” said Chief Good-
win. “These scams seem 
to target the elderly in 
particular. The Winthrop 
Police Department urges 
residents to call us im-
mediately if anyone calls 
you asking for money, 
gift cards, or directs you 
to withdraw money or 
provide financial informa-
tion. Please call the police 
before engaging in those 
types of transactions.”

The Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) offers 
the following four signs 
to help people recognize 
possible scams:

• Scammers pretend to 
be from an organization 
you know. They might use 
a real name, like the So-
cial Security Administra-
tion, the IRS, or Medicare, 
or make up a name that 
sounds official. Some pre-
tend to be from a business 

you know, like a utility 
company, a tech company, 
or even a charity asking 
for donations.

• Scammers say there’s 
a problem or prize. They 
might say you’re in trou-
ble with the government, 
that you owe money, that 
someone in your family 
had an emergency, or that 
there’s a virus on your 
computer. Some scam-
mers say there’s a problem 
with one of your accounts 
and that you need to verify 
some information. Oth-
ers will lie and say you 
won money in a lottery or 
sweepstakes but have to 
pay a fee to get it.

• Scammers pressure 
you to act immediately. 
They might tell you not to 
hang up so you can’t check 
out their story. They might 
threaten to arrest you, sue 
you, take away your driv-
er’s or business license, or 
deport you. They might 
say your computer is about 
to be corrupted.

• Scammers tell you to 
pay in a specific way. They 
often insist that you pay 
by sending money through 
Bitcoin, a money transfer 
company or by putting 
money on a gift card and 
then giving them the num-
ber on the back. Some will 
send you a check (that will 
later turn out to be fake), 
tell you to deposit it, and 
then send them money.

The FTC also recom-
mends that if you get an 
email or text message 
from a company you do 
business with and you 
think it’s real, it’s still best 
not to click on any links. 
Instead, contact them us-
ing a website you know 
is trustworthy, or look up 
their phone number. Don’t 
call a number they gave 
you or the number from 
your caller ID.

Residents who believe 
they may have fallen vic-
tim to such a scam, or who 
believe they may be com-
municating with would-be 
scammers, are encouraged 
to contact the Winthrop 
Police Department at 617-
846-1212.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

City Manager Fildel Maltez, Malik Hawshon, Cheryl Watson Fisher, and Jennifer Hassell welcome members of the 
American Friends of Lafayette, Alan Hoffman (far left), Peter Reilly (back, right), and Evie Pless (second from right), and 
General Lafayette (Ben Goldman) to the reenactment event held Saturday in coordination with Chelsea’s 400th Anni-
versary Celebration. See Page 6 for more photos.

The Chelsea 
400th Anniver-
sary Committee 
held a reen-
actment of the 
historic speech 
given by Gen-
eral Lafayette 
in Chelsea on 
Aug. 21, 1824.

REENACTMENT OF THE HISTORIC SPEECH OF 
GENERAL LAFAYETTE IN CHELSEA

General Lafayette stands adjacently to the 

historic sign located across from City Hall that 

honors his visit to Chelsea on August 31, 1824.

Emily Crespo and Chelsea Black Community President Joan Cromwell, pictured at the General Lafayette reenactment event.

CHELSEA 
DAY TO MARK 
CITY’S 400TH 
ANNIVERSARY THIS 
YEAR

CHELSEA— The City 
of Chelsea recently an-
nounced that its Chelsea 
Day celebration on  Sat-
urday, Sept. 21 this year 
will mark the culmination 
of a year-long commemo-
ration of the City’s 400th  
Anniversary. The day’s 
festivities will begin with 
a vibrant parade through 
Downtown Broadway and 
conclude with a spectac-
ular fireworks show at 
Mary O’Malley Park.

Founded in 1624, Chel-
sea became a town in 1739 
and was incorporated as a 
city in 1857. The  anniver-
sary year kicked off with 
the inauguration of new 
city councilors, school 
committee members, 
and a new City Manager. 
Since then, the communi-
ty has enjoyed a variety of 
events, including partici-
pation in Revere’s Winter 
Wonderland, Cary Square 
Day, the recent General 
Lafayette Speech reen-
actment, and the highly 
successful 400th Gala, a 
fundraising event support-
ed by the Chelsea Cham-
bers of Commerce, local 
businesses, residents, and 
city staff.

This year Chelsea Day 
will feature:

Grand Parade: Starting 
at 11 a.m. on Broadway, 
the parade will include 
over 40 groups, featuring 
public safety units, youth 
organizations, marching 
bands, non-profits, busi-
nesses, community stake-
holders, city councilors, 
and schools. The parade 
will be led by special 
guest Grand Marshal, For-
mer Heavyweight Cham-
pion John Ruiz. Check the 
parade’s route at https://
www.chelsea400.org/
chelsea-day-2024

Chelsea Day Celebra-
tion: Following the pa-
rade, from 3pm to 7pm, 
there will be at a day filled 
with fun activities and 
community engagement at 
Mary O’Malley Park.

Fireworks: The festiv-
ities will culminate with 
a spectacular fireworks 
show at 7pm.

The city invites all res-
idents and visitors to join 
us in celebrating Chelsea’s 
remarkable milestone. For 
more information, visit 
www.chelsea400.org.

DIDOMENICO 
PROUD OF 
PASSAGE OF 
COMPREHENSIVE 
MATERNAL 
HEALTH BILL

EVERETT— Gov. 
Maura Healey recently 
signed a comprehensive 
maternal health bill into 
law which creates a state 
licensure pathway for 
midwives and lactation 
consultants, encourages 
the creation of more free-
standing birth centers, es-
tablishes a grant program 
to address maternal men-
tal health and substance 
use disorder, and expands 
the statewide universal 
postpartum home vis-
iting program. Senator 
Sal DiDomenico proudly 
supported this legislation 
which also mandates that 
insurers provide coverage 
for postpartum depression 
and major depressive dis-
order screenings for peri-
natal individuals.

“My colleagues and I 
took decisive action last 
month to improve and 
expand maternal health 
care options for people 
throughout Massachu-

setts,” said Senator Sal 
DiDomenico. “These 
changes will narrow racial 
inequities and improve 
health care outcomes for 
parents across the Com-
monwealth. This will go 
a long way towards our 
overall goal of making our 
state more welcoming and 
inclusive of families of all 
backgrounds and income 
levels. I want to thank 
Governor Healey, Senate 
President Spilka, Senator 
Friedman and Represen-
tative Decker for their 
leadership on these urgent 
issues.”

The legislation creates a 
state license that certified 
professional midwives 
must receive in order to 
practice midwifery, and 
requires certain insurance 
providers, such as Mass-
Health, to cover doula 
and midwifery services 
including prenatal care, 
childbirth, and postpar-
tum care. The new law 
creates the Board of Reg-
istration in Midwifery 
within the Department of 
Public Health (DPH) to 
license and provide over-
sight of licensed certified 
professional midwives. 
Licensed certified profes-
sional midwives would 
be required to coordinate 
emergency care if needed 
and would also be able to 
issue prescriptions for cer-
tain drugs, under regula-
tions to be promulgated by 
the Board and DPH. This 
language also ensures eq-
uitable reimbursement of 
certified nurse-midwives 
by requiring that they re-
ceive payment rates equal 
to those for the same ser-
vices performed by a phy-
sician under MassHealth.

To encourage the cre-
ation of more freestand-
ing birth centers, which 
operate independent from 
hospital systems, the law 
requires DPH to promul-
gate updated regulations 
governing the licensure of 
freestanding birth centers 
to ensure safe, equitable, 
and accessible birth op-
tions.

The legislation also re-
quires that MassHealth 
cover noninvasive pre-
natal screenings to detect 
whether a pregnancy is at 
increased risk for chromo-
somal abnormalities for all 
pregnant patients regard-
less of age, baseline risk, 
or family history. The law 
requires health insurers to 
provide coverage for med-
ically necessary pasteur-
ized donor human milk 
and products derived from 
it, serving as a critical 
source of nutrition for the 
growth and development 
of babies, particularly for 
vulnerable premature in-
fants. To better support 
new mothers in their feed-
ing journeys, the law also 
authorizes the Board of 
Allied Health Profession-
als to license lactation 
consultants to ensure their 
services are eligible for re-
imbursement through the 
patient’s insurance.

The legislation provides 
critical support for birth-
ing people and their fami-
lies during the postpartum 
period, including requir-
ing DPH to conduct a pub-
lic awareness campaign 
about perinatal mood and 
anxiety disorders, and 
to develop and maintain 
a digital resource center 
that will be available to 
the public. It also requires 
that perinatal individuals 
be offered a screening for 
postpartum depression 
and major depressive dis-
order, and that those ser-
vices be covered by health 
insurance plans. To better 
address barriers in access 
to care and reduce racial 
inequities in maternal 
health, the law expands 
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Special to the Times

Boston City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata 
is proud to announce the 
launch of the Food Cart 
Pilot Program, following a 
year of advocacy and col-
laboration with the Office 
of Economic Opportunity 
and Inclusion. The pro-
gram is designed to sim-
plify the street vending 
process, allowing entre-
preneurs to comply with 
city regulations while re-
ducing high startup costs.

Under the new pilot 
program, the city has in-
troduced several key ini-
tiatives, including a con-
cierge service to assist 
vendors with the permit-
ting process, a streamlined 
application system, and 
a clear roadmap to guide 
vendors through City 
Hall. All materials have 
also been translated into 
Spanish, Haitian Creole, 
Vietnamese, and Manda-
rin Chinese.

Designated vending 
zones have been estab-
lished in various neigh-
borhoods across Boston, 
including:

• Maverick Square, East 
Boston

• City Hall Square, 
Downtown

• Phillips Square, Chi-
natown

• McKim Branch and 

Adams Street Branch, 
Boston Public Library

"I’m excited to see the 
Food Cart Pilot Program 
come to life, making street 
vending more accessible 
to our small business en-
trepreneurs,” said Coun-
cilor Coletta Zapata. “Pre-
viously, street vendors 
faced a maze of bureau-
cracy. This program sim-
plifies the process, helping 
vendors quickly establish 
their businesses without 
the burden of expensive 
brick-and-mortar costs or 
food trucks. This initiative 
creates economic oppor-
tunities and pathways to 
generational wealth, and 
I encourage all interested 
residents to take advan-
tage of it."

In August 2023, Coun-
cilor Coletta Zapata pro-
posed an ordinance to 
streamline the creation of 
small vending businesses. 
This ordinance established 
guidelines for street vend-
ing zones, improved over-
sight by city departments, 
and reduced permit fees 
and fines. The launch of 
the

pilot program marks the 
first step in these efforts. 
The Councilor is com-
mitted to further reducing 
costs and expanding ac-
cess so all Bostonians can 
participate and benefit.

Streamlining the street 
vending process is expect-
ed to boost neighborhood 
economies by providing 
more business opportu-
nities to residents and 
increasing foot traffic. 
Several cities around the 
United States have devel-
oped and implemented 
similar regulations with 
favorable outcomes for 
residents and business 
owners alike. Moreover, 
studies have shown that 
when street vendors were 
removed in Brooklyn, 
New York, local business-
es saw a 20% decline in 
revenue due to reduced 
foot traffic1.

Vendors interested in 
applying to the Food Cart 
Pilot Program can do so 
at bit.ly/FoodCartPilot. 
For assistance in starting 
a food cart business, ven-
dors can contact the Of-
fice of Small Business at 
smallbiz@boston.gov or 
(617) 635-0355.

For further information, 
please contact Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata’s 
office at (617) 635-3200 
or by email at gabriela.
ramirez@boston.gov.

LEGAL NOTICE

DO YOU NEED TO RUN A  
LEGAL NOTICE? 

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH 
THE COURTS TO SEE IF YOU 

QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

For a Founding Father,
he doesn’t know much about helping

a kid get a student loan.

Not everyone in the government knows everything
about the government. So when you need official info
about Social Security, getting a student loan, renewing
a driver’s license, or if you’re just checking your local
weather, go to FirstGov.gov. A monumental source of
useful information.

SERVICES

APT FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 3 inch
$360.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING ROOFING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Delco Utilities, Inc.

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICES

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140ISMA CERTIFIED  FULLY INSURED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MA #E32101

oB st ts oe n

B

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

oB st ts oe n

B

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

oB st ts oe n

B

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

Chimney Repairs
Gutters

Carpentry
Roof Repairs
Replacement

Painting • Siding
Foundations

617-377-0527
Call for a FREE Estimate!

CLEANING 
SERVICES CONTRACTOR

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

DEADLINES: For classified line 
ads, deadlines are Monday by 4 
p.m.
___________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588.

LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call our 
classified department. Call 781-485-
0588.

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

Executive Director P/T
Friends of the Mary Ellen 

Welch Greenway, Inc.
The Executive Director will be responsible for overseeing all aspects of the 
organization’s operations, with a primary focus on advocacy, fundraising, 
financial sustainability, community relationships, volunteer growth, ef-
fective marketing and communication and visionary leadership. This role 
requires strong leadership skills, excellent verbal and written communica-
tion, the ability to inspire and motivate others and a genuine passion for 
our mission. The position reports to the Board of Directors and oversees 
staff, currently consisting of one or more part-time contract Program 
coordinators and a Director of Finance and Administration.
This is a part-time position working remotely. We are committed to estab-
lishing diversity and community representation throughout the Friends 
and encourage candidates from diverse backgrounds to apply.

Qualifications & Experience
• Four-year degree or experience in nonprofit management, business 
administration, public administration or related field preferred.
• Proven track record of success in nonprofit fundraising, with experience 
in individual, corporate and foundation giving, grant writing, and donor 
stewardship.
• 3+ years of leadership and management experience.
• East Boston residency desirable

For a full job description, please write to markwarren@mmwarren.com

THINK OF 
IT AS AN 
OWNER’S 
MANUAL

FOR YOUR
 MONEY.

The free Consumer Action 
Handbook. In print and online
at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s
the everyday guide to getting
the most for your hard-
earned money. For your 
free copy, order online at
ConsumerAction.gov; write
to Handbook, Pueblo, CO
81009; or call toll-free
1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.

SU24C0217CA
In the matter of:

William Antonio 
Beltran Vazquez

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by William Antonio 

Beltran Vazquez of 
Boston, MA requesting 
that the court enter a 
Decree changing their 

name to:
Yadiel Angel Vazquez
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at:Suffolk 
Probate and Family 

Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day 
of 09/26/2024. This 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 30, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

09/11/2024
EB

Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata 
announces launch of Boston's Food 
Cart Pilot Program
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FORMERLY EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

617-568-4781

Refill prescriptions through MyChart 

Home delivery 

Friendly, helpful staff 

Short wait times 

Pick up your prescriptions – 
or get them delivered!

neighborhealth.com

 Inspection Station
 Auto Repair

 Tires now offeringnow offering
CAR DETAILINGCAR DETAILING

call johncall john

now offeringnow offering
CAR DETAILINGCAR DETAILING

call johncall john

4 generations of

car care    repair

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371

owned and operated
by
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Explore the Bay State’s skeletons  
beneath Old North Church 

Special to the Times

Massachusetts is the 
hub of haunted happen-
ings centered around tales 
of old Revolutionary War 
heroes, the Salem Witch 
Trials, paranormal activi-
ty, and so much more. But, 
perhaps one of the less-
er-known attractions with 
arguably the most Bay 
State skeletons in its clos-
et – an estimated 1,100 
to be exact – is the crypt 
underneath the Old North 
Church & Historic Site. 
After-Hours Crypt Tours 
beneath Boston’s oldest 
surviving and operational 
church begin Sept. 13 and 
will run through Hallow-
een weekend. 

These 45-minute guided 
adventures are jam-packed 
with fascinating stories 
about the people buried in 

the crypt, colonial death 
practices, and the latest 
archeological discoveries. 
This hidden piece of history 
is the final resting place of 
prominent colonial figures, 
like Captain Samuel Nich-
olson, first commander of 
the USS Constitution, and 
Major John Pitcairn, the 
commander of the British 
marines who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice at the Battle 
of Bunker Hill. Forgotten 
generations, those whose 
stories are lost to time, are 
also accounted for as they 
were laid to rest together in 
The Strangers’ Tomb.

Beyond the bones, the 
Old North Church base-
ment is dark and narrow and 
lined with 37 brick tombs 
sealed with wooden or slate 
doors that were construct-
ed nearly 300 years ago. 
After-Hours Crypt Tours 

participants should be com-
fortable in a basement set-
ting and navigating tight 
spaces. With low lighting 
and uneven surfaces, the 
space is not wheelchair 
or stroller accessible. Old 
North Church is an active 
place of worship, and visi-
tors are asked to respect the 
sacred space.

After-Hours Crypt Tours 
will run Friday and Satur-
day nights at 5:30 and 6:15 
p.m. starting Sept. 13. In 
anticipation of the spooky 
season, tours will increase 
to run every night from Oct. 
18 through Nov. 2. Tickets 
are $20 per person and may 
be purchased in advance. 
The brave souls who dare 
to join Old North can pur-
chase tickets to reserve 
their spots today: https://
www.oldnorth.com/admis-
sion-pricing/

Established in 1991 as 
the Old North Foundation, 
Old North Illuminated is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization that is responsible 
for historic site operations 
and interpretative, educa-
tional, and preservation 
programs at the iconic Old 
North Church & Historic 
Site. A secular organiza-
tion that is independent of 
Christ Church in the City 
of Boston, Old North Illu-
minated welcomes approx-
imately 500,000 visitors 
annually while overseeing 
the preservation of an en-
during symbol of American 
independence. Old North 
Illuminated serves a wide 
audience by creating mean-
ingful experiences through 
educational outreach, 
site-specific programming, 
and historical analysis. 
ONI works collaboratively 

with the City of Boston, the 
U.S. National Park Service, 
the Freedom Trail Foun-
dation, and other partners 
to foster educational and 
interpretive programs for 
students and visitors while 
engaging the public in Old 
North Church’s history and 
its role in inspiring liber-
ty and freedom. In 2023, 
Old North Church & His-

toric Site was designated 
as a Site of Conscience by 
the International Coali-
tion of Sites of Conscience 
(ICSC), joining a global 
network of historic sites, 
museums, and memory ini-
tiatives that connect past 
struggles to today's move-
ments for human rights. 
For more information, visit: 
www.oldnorth.com.

Special to the Times

Mayor Michelle Wu 
and the Community En-
gagement Cabinet’s Of-
fice of Civic Organizing 
have announced applica-
tions are now open for the 
Spooky Streets Grant Pro-
gram. This funding builds 
on the Mayor’s efforts to 
create a fun and safe envi-
ronment for kids and fam-
ilies to enjoy community. 
Residents and community 
groups who apply and get 
approved will receive a 
mini-grant for $250 to pur-
chase items such as candy, 
pumpkins, decorations, 
and face paint, making it 
easier and more affordable 
for neighborhoods to host 
Halloween block parties.  

“We’re working to make 
Boston the best place in 
the country to raise a fam-
ily,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “These spooky streets 

block parties provide safe, 
fun, and festive opportu-
nities for our families to 
celebrate Halloween with 
their neighbors, and that is 
why we’re making it easier 
for everyone to apply for a 
grant. I can’t wait to see 
the costumes, decorations, 
and community gatherings 
this coming fall!”

This summer, the May-
or’s Office of Civic Orga-
nizing provided 54 grants 
to residents and communi-
ty groups totaling $31,500 
across 14 neighborhoods 
in Boston through the 
City’s Block Party Grant 
Program. The Mayor’s 
Office of Immigrant Ad-
vancement helped fund 
two block parties in sup-
port of non-profit orga-
nizations that serve the 
immigrant population in 
Boston.  

"We're thrilled to ex-

pand our communi-
ty-building efforts through 
the Spooky Streets Grant. 
Since launching our Sum-
mer Block Party Grant ini-
tiative in 2023, our office 
has been dedicated to cre-
ating more opportunities 
for residents to connect 
and activate their streets,” 
said Director of the Of-
fice of Civic Organizing 
Nathalia Benitez-Perez. 
“With the Spooky Streets 
Grant, we hope to support 
even more events, bring-
ing fun and traffic-free 
streets to Halloween and 
Harvest gatherings." 

For residents interested 
in applying, please see be-
low:

• Apply for the Play 
Street Closing Permit first 
(onlinepermitsandlicens-
es.boston.gov/playstreet/
Views/). Then you will be 
prompted to apply for the 

Spooky Streets grant. 
• To be eligible, all 

block parties must be free 
and open to the public.

• Block parties cannot 
be hosted on parks or pri-
vate lots, and must be on a 
public street

• Block parties must be 
hosted the week leading 
up to Halloween from Fri-
day, October 25 - Sunday, 
November 3.

• Block parties do 
not have to be Hallow-
een-themed. 

“Activating our streets 
in the fall with fun activ-
ities that bring joy to our 
City’s youth and families 
makes me so proud to call 
Boston home,” said Com-
munity Engagement Cab-
inet Chief Brianna Millor. 
“Supporting individuals 
and organizations to fund 
efforts to expand our block 

party program is the posi-
tive energy we need in our 
city.” 

In partnership with the 
Mayor’s Office of New 
Urban Mechanics (MON-
UM), the City of Boston 
has streamlined the block 
party permit application 
process to improve con-
stituents' experience and 
speed up approvals. The 
City has also expanded 
what activities are allowed 
at block parties without ad-
ditional permits, including 
potluck food, tables and 
chairs, 10 by 10 tents, and 
more. A Block Party Plan-
ning Guide is available to 
help explain the planning 
process of hosting block 
parties in neighborhoods.

“Block parties are one 
of the best ways for resi-
dents to connect and build 
community with their 

neighbors,” said New Ur-
ban Mechanics Program 
Manager Nate Lash. “We 
are so happy to have made 
the permitting and plan-
ning process easier for res-
idents.”

The deadline to apply 
for a Spooky Streets grant 
is Friday, September 20 at 
5:00 p.m. The application 
can be found here (along 
with the necessary appli-
cation for a Play Street 
Closing Permit), and res-
idents and community 
groups can visit boston.
gov/spooky-streets to 
learn more.  

The Office of Civic Or-
ganizing is committed to 
collaborative partnerships 
and programs that pro-
mote engagement, aware-
ness, and service in com-
munities throughout the 
City of Boston.

Mayor Wu announces applications open for Spooky Streets Grant

When I 
own  
a home,
I’ll invite the  
entire family over.

Together we can make it possible.  
Visit mtb.com/firsthouse or call  
1-800-936-0969 to get started today. 
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