
Special to the Times-Free Press

When a 31-year old 
amateur baseball player 
rips up his left knee and 
fractures a tibia in a skiing 
accident, it usually means 
that any future need for 
a bat and glove is pretty 
much finished.  Compet-
itive athletics is a young 
person’s pursuit.

But no one told that to 
Steve Walsh--and if they 
did, he didn’t believe 
it.  Walsh, now 43 and 
eleven years beyond his 
skiing mishap, last week 
completed his 25th season 
in the Yawkey Baseball 
League—and he’s proba-
bly not finished yet.

Walsh was the unques-
tioned leader on a team 
filled with players about 
half his age that missed 
out on a Yawkey League 

Championship in a Game 
7 loss to the rival Brighton 
Black Sox on August 26.  
Walsh enjoyed a torrid 
playoff season and led all 
players with 16 post-sea-
son hits.  He credits his 

youthful teammates for 
his motivation. 

“These young players 
keep me going,” Walsh 
said.  “Their energy and 
love for the game a made 
(the 2024) season special, 

even though we fell short 
in game 7.  After having 
a great postseason with 
these talented group of 
young players, I feel as 
though we have unfinished 
business to take care of.”

Whether Walsh plays 
next year or not, his life-
time is already stamped 
with baseball accomplish-
ments.  The East Boston 
native, with extensive 
family connections in Re-
vere, cultivated his love 
for baseball in the same 
way many kids do:   by 
swinging at a wiffle ball 
pitched by his Dad in the 
back yard.  From there, it 
was on to Little League 
at age 7, then eventually 
East Boston High School, 
where he graduated in 
1999.
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Steve Walsh connects for a base hit during Yawkey League 
playoff game action.

Still slugging after all these years

Friends of the Mary Ellen Welch 
Greenway salutes end of summer 
with world class entertainment

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Friends of the Mary 
Ellen Welch Greenway 
presented an incredible 
evening of world class 
entertainment with re-
nowned accordion player 
Cory Pesaturo featuring 
Eastie’s own Sonja Teng-
blad on   August 30, at 
Bremen Street Park Am-
phitheater.

Smooth360, a trio of 
accomplished musicians 
including East Boston 
resident Dennis Sullivan,, 
Toronto’s Angelo Traikos 
and Boston’s Bob Enik, 
opened up for Cory and 
Sonja with saxophonist 

Tucker Antell of Westford 
accompanying Cory on 
various arrangements.

Sonja performed beau-
tiful arias and tunes to the 
large crowd in attendance, 
while Cory played various 
songs from jazz to pop. It 
was an incredible night.

At the age of nine 
Cory  was playing  ac-
cordion,  piano,  clarinet, 
and saxophone, and quick-
ly became the youngest 
winner of the National Ac-
cordion Championship. 

He has won champion-
ships playing on borrowed 
accordions - unheard of in 
accordion championships, 
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Accordion player Cory Pesaturo entertained those who 
attended.

See CORY Page 6

ZBA approves 
projects on Bremen 
and Geneva Streets 

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

At its hearing last week, 
the Zoning Board of Ap-
peal (ZBA) voted to ap-
prove two projects in the 
neighborhood, one at 246 
Bremen Street and the oth-
er at 9 Geneva Street. 

The first project up for 
discussion was at 246 
Bremen Street, where 
the applicant proposes 
to convert the preexist-
ing three-story building, 
which has a two-family 
legal occupancy, to a four-
unit building. Further, the 
proposal includes a rear 
vertical addition. 

“This was filed prior 
to the enactment of the 
amendments to Article 53 
in East Boston. However, 
we’ve designed this proj-
ect to be in compliance 
with the proposed pro-
visions,” said Attorney 
Richard Lynds, who pre-
sented the project to the 
ZBA. 

The proposal’s unit mix 
includes four two-bed-
room units, and the three 
upper-level units include a 
den or workspace. 

As the presentation 
continued, Lynds com-

pared the proposal to other 
projects completed in the 
neighborhood and noted 
that the site’s zoning sub-
district is EBR (East Bos-
ton Residential)-4, mean-
ing buildings can stand as 
tall as four stories and 50 
feet. 

“There are a number of 
other projects along this 
corner of Bremen Street 
that have actually in-
creased the height to four 
and, in some cases, five 
stories,” said Lynds. 

After outlining floor 
plans, renderings, and el-
evations, Lynds highlight-
ed how the project aligns 
with the subdistrict’s zon-
ing regulations. 

Specifically, the proj-
ect complies with the use, 
height, lot coverage, and 
permeable area require-
ments in EBR-4. Accord-
ing to Lynds, due to ex-
ceptions in the code for 
shallow lots, it also com-
plies with the rear yard 
setback. 

The project is not com-
pliant with the side yard 
setback. However, Lynds 

SAFE PASSAGE:   Sporting a protective Guardian Cap over his helmet, an East Boston runner picks up yardage against 
Winthrop in a scrimmage August 28. See Page 5 for more photos.

City of Boston recognizes International Overdose Awareness Day

IT’S FOOTBALL SEASON

PHOTO BY BOB MARRA

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu and 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC) are 
calling attention to the 
heartbreaking consequenc-
es of the opioid epidemic as 
they marked International 
Overdose Awareness Day 
on Saturday, August 31. 
The entire City of Boston 
extends heartfelt condo-
lences to residents from all 
corners of our community 
who have lost a loved one 
to a fatal overdose. Mayor 
Wu, her administration, 

and the BPHC are also 
highlighting their ongoing 
commitment to expanding 
access to lifesaving care 
and crucial harm reduction 
services through events 
and programming for Na-
tional Recovery Month, 
which begins on Septem-
ber 1. 

To mark International 
Overdose Awareness Day, 
and the upcoming start to 
National Recovery Month, 
Boston is again joining 
with volunteers and State 
partners in planting more 
than 20,000 purple flags 

on Boston Common to me-
morialize the lives lost to 
overdoses over the past de-
cade across Massachusetts.  
Throughout National Re-
covery Month, the BPHC 
is also reminding all Bos-
ton residents that the over-
dose-reversing drug nalox-
one is safe and easy to use. 
BPHC is partnering with 
community organizations 
to connect residents and 
organizations with this life 
saving resource.   BPHC 
is also launching an edu-
cational ad campaign that 
will teach the public about 

the importance of nalox-
one and how they can ac-
cess it for free.  

“The opioid crisis 
touches lives across our 
community, and I’m so 
grateful for the work our 
many departments are do-
ing to help dismantle the 
dangerous stigma of sub-
stance use disorder and 
help those suffering,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “We 
are committed to connect-
ing individuals with ser-
vices that put them on the 

See AWARENESS Page 2

See ZBA Page 3
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path to recovery and sup-
porting families who have 
lost loved ones to this on-
going crisis.” 

State data showed a 12% 
increase in opioid-related 
overdose deaths in Bos-
ton from 2022-2023 while 
there was a 10% decrease 
in those deaths statewide. 
The Boston Public Health 
Commission’s  Health 
of Boston Data Update 
2024  report showed that 
from 2019 to 2023, there 
was a 40.5% increase in 
the drug overdose mortal-
ity rate for Boston overall.  
The report also found com-
munities of color continue 
to be uniquely impacted 
by this crisis. During the 
five-year period, the over-
dose mortality increased 
124.5% for Black residents 
and 44.2% for Latinx res-
idents, while remaining 
close to unchanged for 
white and Asian Boston 
residents. Boston has al-
located $250,000 per year 
to provide  financial aid 
and grief support  to fami-
lies who have lost a loved 
one to overdose, drawing 
on dollars the city received 
from settlements with opi-

oid companies. 
“Opioid overdose 

deaths have occurred in 
every community and ev-
ery neighborhood in Bos-
ton and can be prevented,” 
said Dr. Bisola Ojikutu, 
Commissioner of Public 
Health and Executive Di-
rector of the Boston Public 
Health Commission. “One 
way that we can honor 
lives tragically cut short 
is by increasing access to 
harm reduction, including 
naloxone which revers-
es opioid overdoses, and 
treatment to anyone who is 
struggling with substance 
use disorder.”  

In response to the contin-
ued impacts of the opioid 
crisis, the BPHC previous-
ly announced $7.5 million 
in new funding  to expand 
overdose prevention and 
access to care.   The Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
awarded the BPHC  $6.5 
million over five years  to 
distribute naloxone, place 
substance use navigators 
in three Boston communi-
ty health centers, and work 
with the Grayken Center 
for Addiction at Boston 
Medical Center to provide 

ongoing training to med-
ical providers. Addition-
ally, Boston is distribut-
ing $1 million in grants to 
community organizations 
that will hand out nalox-
one throughout Boston 
neighborhoods and teach 
more residents about how 
to recognize and respond 
to overdose.  These grants 
are funded by the  opioid 
settlements, which Boston 
will receive incrementally 
through 2038, for an esti-
mated total of $37 million.  

National Recovery 
Month is an opportunity 
to honor those living in re-
covery and share resources 
for people experiencing 
substance use disorder. 
The City of Boston and 
the Boston Public Health 
Commissioner are partner-
ing with organizations on 
several activities this Sep-
tember: 

  • The BPHC, Boston 
Public Library, and MOAC 
created a curated  list of 
books  about recovery and 
harm reduction. 

• A calendar of addition-
al Recovery Month events 
sponsored by BPHC com-
munity partners can be 

found here.  
• On the last day of Sep-

tember, Boston will light 
City Hall purple in recog-
nition of Recovery Month. 

In 2023 BPHC distrib-
uted over 23,000 doses of 
naloxone to residents and 
community partners and 
made 2,389 referrals for 
substance use treatment.  
The Commission also hosts 
training programs to equip 
opioid users, their families, 
and healthcare providers 
with the knowledge and 
skills to prevent, identi-
fy, and intervene during a 
drug overdose using nal-
oxone. For more details on 
these training programs, 
please visit our  overdose 
prevention website. 

To find out more about 
recovery services and 
where to seek help, please 
call 311 or visit  www.
bos ton .gov / recove ry. 
Grief and trauma sup-
port services can also be 
found here. If you suspect 
an overdose, don’t hesitate 
to call 9-1-1 immediate-
ly. Fatal overdoses can be 
prevented through proac-
tive education and harm 
reduction efforts.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents 

to submit    engagement, 
wedding and birth 

announcements, news releases, 
business and education briefs, 
sports stories and photos for 
publication. Items should be 

forwarded to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  
We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos 
to deb@reverejournal.com
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Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our mailing 

address is 385 Broadway,   
Revere, MA 02151. Letters may also be e-mailed to 

editor@eastietimes.com.   
Letters must be signed. We  reserve the right to edit for 

length and content.
The East Boston Times-Free Press reserves the right to edit 

letters for space, accuracy and clarity. We regret that we 
cannot publish unsigned letters. Please include your street 

and telephone number with your submission. The East 
Boston Times-Free Press publishes columns, viewpoints 

and letters to the editor as a forum for readers to express 
their opinions and to encourage debate. Please note that 
the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of The 

East Boston Times-Free Press. Text or attachments emailed 
to editor@eastietimes.com are preferred. 

RED SOX AND PATS ARE
TAKING THE FANS FOR 

GRANTED
For the third year in a row and fifth time in six years, 

the Red Sox appear doomed to fail to reach the playoffs, 
a stretch of futility that the Patriots promise to mimic al-
most precisely if they fall short of the playoffs for their 
third straight season and fourth time in five years.

Both of our beloved teams enjoyed unprecedented 
success through the first two decades of this century, 
with the Pats winning six Super Bowls and the Sox 
winning four World Series.

Thanks to that streak of success, both the Sox and the 
Pats rank among the most valuable sports franchises in 
the world, even amidst an exponential increase in the 
value of all pro sports teams worldwide.

Both the Sox and Pats enjoy an incredibly loyal fan 
base -- and the ownership knows it. They have calculat-
ed that the fans will continue to shell out large sums for 
the “experience” of being at Fenway and Gillette in per-
son, even if it’s to watch a mediocre (or worse) product.

When the current owners took over the Sox and the 
Pats more than 20 years ago, they vowed to reinvigorate 
what had been moribund franchises for decades -- and 
they delivered on those promises. For the ownerships of 
both teams however, the Pats and the Sox today consti-
tute just a piece of their global sports enterprises. 

Sad to say, it would appear that the owners of both 
the Sox and the Pats are content to sit on their past lau-
rels. It would seem that they’ve grown weary of the 
pursuit of excellence -- with the result that for local 
sports fans, there’s no longer any joy in Mudville on 
Sunday afternoons.

THE HOSTAGES ARE JUST 
PAWNS

The brutal deaths this past week of six innocent ci-
vilian hostages who were taken captive by the Hamas 
terrorists on October 7 has shone a bright light on a 
simple reality: The hostages are nothing but pawns, if 
even that, in the ongoing conflict between the Hamas 
and Israeli governments.

The execution-style murders of the hostages, who re-
portedly were shot in the head at close range, is shock-
ing but not surprising. Hamas terrorists have the full 
backing and funding of the Iranian government whose 
sole, stated goal is to wipe the State of Israel off the map 
and to kill every Jew they can lay their hands on. 

But the barbarity of Hamas and its Iranian masters 
is nothing new. These are regimes that treat their own 
people, especially women, with cruelty and inhumanity. 
Any hint of dissent is crushed with torture, sham trials, 
and executions.

As for the Israeli leaders, the sad and tragic deaths of 
the hostages this past week have made it clear that they 
are not interested in securing the hostages’ release. The 
brutal war in Gaza, in which thousands of innocent ci-
vilians have been killed, has dragged on for 11 months 
with no end in sight. Negotiations to bring about a 
ceasefire in order for the remaining hostages to be freed 
have gone nowhere, with both Hamas and the Israeli 
government blaming the other for the lack of progress. 

Whether one believes that the position being taken 
by the Israeli government is either morally or strategi-
cally defensible, the bottom line   is that the Israeli gov-
ernment has not prioritized the plight of the hostages, 
which is painfully evident to the members of the hostag-
es’ families, who said in a statement this week, “For 11 
months the Israeli government led by Netanyahu failed 
to do what a government is expected to do—return its 
sons and daughters home. A deal for the return of the 
hostages has been on the table for over two months. If 
it weren’t for the thwarting of the deal, the excuses and 
the spins, the hostages whose deaths we learned of this 
morning would probably be alive.”

All of us join with the family members of the six de-
ceased hostages in mourning the deaths of their loved 
ones and sharing in their grief. Hopefully, their loss will 
spur all parties to come to an agreement that will bring 
the remaining hostages home. 

But given the apparent intransigence and indiffer-
ence of the Hamas and the Israeli leaders, we fear this 
will not be the last time that family members of the re-
maining hostages will endure further anguish.

Healey Proclaims September as ‘Emergency Preparedness Month’
Special to the Times-Free Press

Governor Maura Healey 
has declared September 
2024 as Emergency Pre-
paredness Month to high-
light the importance of 
emergency preparedness 
and to encourage planning 
for disasters and other 
types of emergencies.  

The Massachusetts 
Emergency Management 
Agency (MEMA), the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health (DPH), 
and other state, local, and 
nonprofit agencies will pro-
mote preparedness through 
various public outreach ef-
forts throughout the month. 
These efforts are part of a 
month-long national cam-
paign themed “This is why 
I prepare.” The goal is to 
personalize the reasons 
why local leaders and of-
ficials prepare for emer-
gencies while encouraging 
others to do the same. 

“Lieutenant Governor 
Driscoll and I have visited 
communities across Mas-
sachusetts impacted by 
the devastating effects of 
severe flooding and other 
significant weather events. 
We know that emergency 
readiness is essential to our 

collective ability to prepare 
for, respond to, and recover 
from hazards and threats,” 
said Governor Healey. “Af-
ter the floods experienced 
by Massachusetts commu-
nities in 2023, I proposed 
and the Legislature enacted 
Massachusetts’ first Disas-
ter Relief and Resilience 
Fund to increase support 
for municipalities and 
strengthen resiliency state-
wide. During preparedness 
month, I encourage all res-
idents to assess their readi-
ness and rely on the many 
resources available to pre-
pare for the unexpected.” 

“The Massachusetts 
Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of 
Public Health, and oth-
er public safety agencies 
collaborate closely with 
Massachusetts communi-
ties and across all levels 
of federal, state, and local 
government to increase our 
readiness amid evolving 
threats to our landscape,” 
said Lt. Governor Kim 
Driscoll. “Emergency Pre-
paredness Month provides 
an opportunity to build 
upon our strong partner-
ships and continue the im-
portant work of preparing 
for the unexpected.” 

“Preparedness is vital 
to recovery and resilience. 
Emergency Preparedness 
Month reminds us about 
the importance of taking 
proactive steps to protect 
loved ones and reduce the 
impacts of an emergency 
or disaster,” said Public 
Safety and Security Secre-
tary Terrence Reidy. “I’m 
grateful to MEMA and our 
many public health and 
safety partners for their 
dedication to enhancing 
statewide readiness and 
providing Massachusetts 
residents with essential 
preparedness planning re-
sources.”  

“Before, during, or af-
ter a disaster, it’s import-
ant to be a good neighbor 
and to help one anoth-
er,” said MEMA Director 
Dawn Brantley. “During 
Emergency Preparedness 
Month, ask how you can 
help a loved one or mem-
ber of your community 
prepare, especially those 
who may be more vulnera-
ble due to a disability, age, 
or medical conditions.” 

“No matter what the di-
saster may be, our commit-
ment is to work with and 
support communities, pro-
viding them the resources 

and services to effectively 
respond and swiftly re-
cover,” said Massachusetts 
Commissioner of Public 
Health Robbie Goldstein, 
MD, PhD. “To protect pub-
lic health and safety we 
must engage with the com-
munity, foster resilience, 
and focus on equity and hu-
manity. The importance of 
preparation cannot be over-
stated, and all of us share in 
this responsibility.”  

Throughout September, 
MEMA and DPH will share 
information on their so-
cial media accounts about 
emergency preparedness 
topics, including emergen-
cy planning, building an 
emergency kit, preparing 
for disasters, youth pre-
paredness, ways to get in-
volved in community pre-
paredness, and more. 

Visit Mass.gov/ready 
to find emergency pre-
paredness tips available in 
several different languag-
es, safety tips for specific 
threats and hazards, pre-
paredness resources from 
the MEMA, DPH, and the 
Massachusetts Office on 
Disability, and other infor-
mation. 
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noted that under new 
zoning, there is a provi-
sion that allows non-con-
forming structures to be 
expanded as long as the 
existing non-conformity 
remains the same and the 
project complies with the 
rear setback and height 
limit. 

Finally, the project does 
not comply with off-street 
parking regulations. “I 
would point out that this 
project is located direct-
ly across from Bremen 
Street Park, as well as the 
entrance to Airport Sta-
tion is less than 150 yards 
[away],” said Lynds. 

“This would be very 
consistent with the design 
of buildings along Bremen 
Street that do not have 
driveways or off-street 
parking.” 

Regarding public com-
ments about the project, 
Eva Jones, a Community 
Engagement Specialist 
with the city, noted that 
one person attended the 
abutters meeting for the 
project and raised con-
cerns about increased den-
sity with no parking. 

Jones also indicated 
that the proposal went be-
fore the Maverick Central 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion and was supported. 

Sebastian Parra from 
Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta Zapata’s Office also 
testified, saying Coletta 
Zapata supported the proj-
ect but acknowledged the 
lack of parking. 

Ultimately, the ZBA 
voted unanimously in fa-
vor of a motion to approve 
the project with the provi-
so that it receive review 
from the city’s Planning 
Department. 

Later in the hearing, the 
ZBA discussed and even-
tually voted on the project 
at 9 Geneva Street. 

Specifically, the pro-
posal involves demolish-
ing a single-family home 
and auto-repair site. Seven 
lots would be combined to 
erect a five-story residen-
tial building with 28 units 
and 16 garage parking 
spaces. 

Additionally, the proj-
ect includes bike stor-
age, a rear courtyard, a 
dog run, and about 5,000 
square feet of open space.

As for the unit mix, there 
are plans for four one-bed-
rooms, 20 two-bedrooms, 
and four three-bedrooms.  

Lynds also presented 
this project to the ZBA, 
indicating that several 
community benefits would 
accompany the propos-
al. These benefits include 
roadway improvements 
and five Inclusionary De-
velopment Policy (IDP) 
units. 

It should also be not-
ed that this proposal is 
classified as an Article 80 
project and was approved 
by the Boston Planning 

& Development Agency 
(BPDA) Board in June. 

As Lynds continued the 
presentation, he noted the 
area’s current context. He 
said, “This board has re-
cently approved a number 
of multi-family projects 
for Geneva Street, and this 
sort of continues in that 
vein with respect to the 
type of uses that are gen-
erally being accepted in 
this area.” 

He also reviewed ren-
derings and highlighted 
plans to work with oth-
er developers on Gene-
va Street to improve the 
private way. Moreover, 
Lynds mentioned that a 
sidewalk on that side of 
the street stretching to 
Maverick Street, along 
with trees, would accom-
pany the project. 

Later, Lynds responded 
to some of the areas where 
the project had been cited 
as violating zoning regula-
tions. This project is also 
situated in the EBR-4 sub-
district.  

Specifically, while the 
project had been cited for 
violating off-street park-
ing, Lynds noted that un-
der new zoning, Article 80 
projects have their parking 
determined by the BPDA.  

Moreover, Lynds men-
tioned citations for insuf-
ficient lot area, insufficient 
additional lot area, and ex-
cessive floor area ratio are 
no longer applicable under 
the new zoning in EBR-4. 

Regarding height, while 
the building appears to be 
five stories, which would 
exceed the maximum 
height allowed in the sub-
district, for zoning pur-
poses, the project is being 
proposed as a four-story 
building due to its pres-
ence in the Coastal Flood 
Resilience Overlay Dis-
trict (CFROD).

“Because we’re in the 
Coastal Flood Resilience 
Overlay District, there are 
exceptions to the dimen-
sional requirements or the 
application of dimensional 
requirements, especially 
when it comes to height,” 
said Lynds. 

With these exceptions, 
a building’s height is mea-
sured from the design 
flood elevation instead of 
from grade or the side-
walk. 

“So in this particular 
case — the design flood 
elevation being higher 
than the sidewalk — is 
where the actual height of 
the building is measured. 
So even though this build-
ing shows as 51 feet, four 
inches, as being building 
height under the zoning, 
we are allowed to have 
additional height because 
of the presence of the 
CFROD,” said Lynds. 

Lynds also spoke about 
the height in stories in that 
Article 2 of the zoning 
code states that the first 

story is “that which is 65% 
or more above grade,” but 
in CFROD, grade is de-
termined at design flood 
elevation instead of the 
sidewalk. 

“So while the garage 
level for all intents and 
purposes would be the 
first story, the first sto-
ry for zoning purposes is 
actually the level above 
the garage, and therefore, 
this would be considered 
for zoning purposes a 
four-story building be-
cause of the Coastal Flood 
Resilience exceptions,” 
said Lynds.  

After outlining some 
other zoning aspects, 
Lynds opened the floor to 
questions from the ZBA. 
For example, Board Mem-
ber Jeanne Pinado asked 
if Geneva Street would 
remain a private way, to 
which Lynds said he be-
lieved so. 

Following questions 
from the Board, it was 
time for public testimony. 
First, Parra read a state-
ment. 

“The councilor is in 
conversation with the 
BPDA on how CFROD 
aligns with PLAN: East 
Boston, seeing as it was 
not analyzed or taken 
into consideration by the 
community during the 
planning and for any proj-
ect in front of the ZBA 
Board that has additional 
elevation to comply with 
CFROD we will leave it 
up to the discretion of the 
Board until we have re-
ceived those guidelines,” 
read Parra. 

Lynds responded to this 
statement by saying, “I 
know that there is some 
conversation about the ap-
plicability of the CFROD, 
which I believe is an im-
portant component for 
resiliency and resilient 
design in the City of Bos-
ton.” 

Adding, “The design 
that we do have complies 
entirely with Article 25A 
(CFROD), has been re-
viewed by resiliency staff 
at the BPDA, and they are 
satisfied that we’ve met 
the requirements for de-
sign and resiliency for this 
project.” 

Conor Newman from 
the Mayor’s Office of 
Neighborhood Services 
deferred judgment to the 
Board and noted that a 
majority from the Gove 
Street Neighborhood As-
sociation supported the 
project. 

Ultimately, the ZBA 
unanimously voted to ap-
prove the proposal with 
a proviso of continued 
BPDA design review. 

News in Brief

Mon-Sat 3pm - 1am | Sun 11:30am-1am | Full menu till 
midnight | 781-629-4762 | 388 Broadway, Revere

are back this september at

the
roaring

2 s

$$20 20 mealsmeals
Chicken parmigiana

Chicken marsala
Chicken picata

Chicken boscaiola
Chicken saltimbocca

Chicken salerno
Chicken penne broccoli

Chicken Francese

Pollo rabe
Chicken Fettucine con panna

Ravioli tre formaggi
Gnocchi sorrentina

Abruzzese con salsiccia
Gamberi limone
Penne dell orto

Dine in or take out All September

 Scan 
for delivery @volarerevere

Sunday Brunch 
Buffet! 11:30am – 2pm

$12 Kids 
under 10

EAST BOSTON 
SOCIAL CENTERS’ 
ACTIVE ADULTS 
SENIOR PICNIC

The East Boston Social 
Centers program is hosting 
their Annual Active Adults 
Senior Picnic on Monday, 
September 9, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Piers Park, 95 
Marginal St, East Boston. 

The picnic is the per-
fect way to celebrate the 
end of summer, and will 
include a day full of activ-
ities including Qi Gong, 
Line Dancing, and Bingo 
all in the efforts for our 
seniors to have an active, 
social, and joyful day! 
It’s a great opportunity to 
connect with others and be 
part of a community that 
prioritizes staying active, 
social, and joyful! We are 
looking forward to seeing 
everyone there! Tickets 
are available for just $5 
and can be purchased from 
our Active Adults Coordi-
nator, Dawn Panos.

The Active Adults pro-
gram provides opportuni-
ties for adults 55 and older 
to stay healthy, active, and 
joyful. The year-round ac-
tivities, classes and pro-
grams offered keep East 
Boston’s active adults 
connected to their peers 
and community, and work 
to sustain a high-quality 
life for all.

The East Boston Social 
Centers, a multi-service 
agency and communi-
ty center that cultivates 
community, belonging, 
and joy, has been in the 
business of changing lives 
for 106 years, providing 
East Boston (and Chel-
sea, Winthrop and Re-
vere) residents with crit-
ical high-quality services 
that support community 
health, well-being, and 
joy. The programs offered 
by the Social Centers are 
designed to meet peo-
ple’s educational, social, 
and recreational needs 
and to build community 
and strengthen families. 
As reflected in its motto, 
“When all give, all gain,” 
the Social Centers seek to 
create a welcoming and 
supportive environment, 
characterized by a spirit 
of goodwill and caring, 

in which members of the 
community are empow-
ered to lead productive 
and fulfilling lives.

Learn more about us at 
ebsocialcenters.org

For inquiries, contact: 
Carolina Espinoza, Mar-
keting & Communications 
Coordinator, cespinoza@
ebsoc.org

HARBOR VIEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION 
MEETING

The next meeting of the 
Harbor View Neighbor-
hood Association will be 
on September 9, at 6 p.m. 
The meeting is In Person 
only but will be streamed 
via Facebook for archival 
purposes. Attendance on 
Facebook does not quali-
fy for voting. The meeting 
will be held in the Sale-
sian Boys and Girls Club 
cafeteria, across from the 
Brooke Charter School on 
Byron Street. You can ac-
cess the meeting from the 
front door on Byron Street 
or from the rear door on 
Wordsworth Street, which 
is the handicap entry, to 
avoid the stairs. Since we 
are indoors, masks are op-
tional for those in atten-
dance.

La proxima reunion de 
Harbor View Neighbor-
hood Association esta en 
9 de septiembre a las 6pm. 
La reunion esta en per-
sona y via Facebook. La 
asistencia en Facebook no 
califica para vota. Llega 
a la cafeteria del Salesian 
Boys y Girls Club por la 
calle Byron al otro lado 
de Brooke Charter School. 
Pueda usar la entrada pric-
ipal por la calle Byron o la 
entrada en calle de Word-
sworth. La entrada de cal-
le Wordsworth no tienne 
escaleras por personas con 
discapacidades. El cubre 
bocas sera opcional puesto 
que estaremos adentro.

Agenda
Welcome/Introduction 

(5min)
CPA Eligibility Form 

was submitted 8/29/2024 
and that we will know in 
October if the project to 
repair the walls was ap-
proved to apply for fund-
ing

ONS Roberto Gomez 
(5min) Neighborhood an-
nouncements. Update on 
rat control measures

Announcements (5min) 
Greenway Council, Tree 
Eastie, Eastie Farm Ener-
gy Study in collaboration 
with Northeastern Uni-
versity flyers available; 
Summer Music/Art Series 
brought to you by The 
Friends of the Mary Ellen 
Welch Greenway:  Chi-
ca Fuego & the Gringos, 
September 21, 6pm-8pm 
(Bremen Street Amphithe-
ater); St. Vincent de Paul 
Clothing Drive, Septem-
ber 28th and 29th at St. 
Lazarus Church Parking 
Lot; Save the Harbor and 
the Metropolitan Beach-
es Commission Climate 
Workshop, September 23, 
10am-11:30 or Septem-
ber 24, 5:30pm-7pm, both 
sessions via Zoom only.

Station 7 Police Report 
(15min) Captain Bick-
erton, Sgt. Cintolo, Offi-
cers Mosley, Alvarez and 
Figueroa. 

McLean Park (5min) 
Update from Chairperson 
Subcommittee, Barbara 
Puopolo.

82 Homer Street 
(30min) 1st Presentation 
Attorney Richard Lynds 
for owner/developer Brian 
Rivas. The proposed plan 
is to subdivide the lot, raze 
the existing house and 
erect two 3-unit residen-
tial dwellings on the new-
ly created lots. Anticipated 
variances: Lot coverage; 
building depth; minimum 
permeable area; and rear 
yard.

Italian Heritage Day 
(5min) Barbara Puopolo/
Steve Scire will update us 
on the ongoing plans for 
the October 13, 2024, cel-
ebration to be held at Sale-
sians Boys and Girls Club 
Parking Lot.

638 Bennington Street 
(15min) The discussion 
will focus on the status of 
the proposed bar/restau-
rant in the neighborhood.

The next meeting of the 
HVNA will be on October 
7, 2024. Visit us at http://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/harborviewna or 
check our website at har-
borvieweastboston.com or 
board@harborviewna.org.

40th Anniversary
Blessed Mother of Sorrow

Blessed Mother of 
Sorrow Mass this year 

will be celebrated 
September 15 at 11 a.m. 
at the Madonna Queen 
of the Universe Shrine 

(Don Orione Fathers) at 
150 Orient Ave., 

East Boston. 

Please come and honor 
the Blessed Mother on 

this special day. 
Help us continue this 
beautiful tradition, 

which began in 1932 
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 

in East Boston. 

Blessed Mother of Sorrow
Blessed Mother of Sorrow Mass  
this year will be celebrated  
September 19 at 10:30 a.m. at the  
Don Orione Madonna Queen Shrine, 
111 Orient Ave., East Boston. 

Please come and honor the  
Blessed Mother on this special day.
Help us continue this beautiful  
tradition, which began in 1932 
 at Our Lady of Mount Carmel  
Church in East Boston. 

A procession through the 
streets of East Boston will 
begin at 3 p.m. at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church,  
Gove St., East Boston. Spinelli’s Catering

282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128
617.567.1992

www.spinellis.com

Catering

With more than 30 years of experience in Catering, Spinelli’s brings 
our delicious, home-made cuisine and experienced staff to you.

Drop Off or Full Service

Weddings 
Showers

Cocktail Receptions
Birthday Parties

Graduations
Christenings 

Corporate/Social Events
Specialty Cakes

PINELLI’S 

 
 

Taste The Difference With      

Invite Us To Your Next Event

Spinelli’s Catering

ZBA //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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 Inspection Station
 Auto Repair

 Tires now offeringnow offering
CAR DETAILINGCAR DETAILING

call johncall john

now offeringnow offering
CAR DETAILINGCAR DETAILING

call johncall john

4 generations of

car care    repair

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371

owned and operated
by

tHe Digregorio faMiLY
since 1947

tom digregorio | john digregorio | paul florio




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It’s that time of year 
again when the streets of 
East Cambridge will come 
alive for the 99th Annu-
al Italian Feast of Saints 
Cosmas and Damian this 
weekend - September 6, 
7 & 8 on Warren, Cam-
bridge and Porter Streets 
in East Cambridge.  The 
three-day fun family event 
features a wide variety of 
sweet and savory food, a 
beer garden, amusement 
rides, games, parades 
and music that spans four 
decades of dance, pop, 
and rock.  Festivities be-
gin on Friday at 6:00pm 
when Saints Cosmas and 
Damian accompanied by 
members of the Society, 
the North End Marching 
Band, and the faithful pro-
cess from their permanent 
home at 17 Porter Street in 
East Cambridge to the out-
door chapel overlooking 
the festival concourse on 
Warren Street. At 7:00pm, 
a special healing service 
with the holy relics of 
Saints Cosmas and Dami-
an and led by Monsignor 
Anthony Spinosa (former-
ly from East Cambridge) 
from the Basilica and Na-
tional Shrine of Our Lady 
of Lebanon will take place 
at the outdoor chapel.

Warren Street Party 
Night will begin at 7:30pm 
with a performance by 
1980’s sensation  SNAP! 
Featuring Thea Aus-
tin  singing mega hits  “I 
Got The Power”, “Rhythm 
Is  A Dancer”  and more. 
Then 1990’s icon  Bren-
da K.  Starr comes to the 
stage to sing her many top 
hits such as  “I Still Be-
lieve”, “What You See is 
What You Get”, “Break-
fast  in Bed”.  In addition, 
MC Freddie B and Club 
Classic DJ Ricky (former 
STAR FM) will keep the 

night going and make sure 
everyone is dancing in the 
streets!

On Saturday, the festivi-
ties begin at 1:00pm as the 
savory aromas of pizza, 
fried dough, Italian sau-
sages, peppers, zeppoles, 
and much more permeate 
the air around Cambridge, 
Porter, and Warren Streets, 
along with continuous en-
tertainment, including 
Dom Catino’s Sounds of 
Sinatra show and New 
England’s internationally 
acclaimed vocal duo, P2.

At 6:30pm Saints Cos-
mas and Damian accom-
panied by members of 
the Society, the North 
End Marching Band, the 
award winning Everett 
High School Marching 
Band and the faithful pro-
cess from their permanent 
home at 17 Porter Street to 
the outdoor chapel.

Beginning at 8:00pm, 
1980’s hit machine The 
Original Cover Girls 
come to Cambridge and 
sing their many huge hits 
such as “Because of You”, 
“Inside Outside”,  “Show 
Me”, “We Can’t Go 
Wrong”, and “My Heart 
Skips a Beat”. Don’t miss 
this high energy show!  
At 9:00pm Motown and 
Grammy Award Winning 
Legend direct from FOX-
TV’s Masked Singer, the 
iconic  Thelma Houston 

takes the stage! She will be 
singing all her hits, includ-
ing her #1 Billboard song 
and disco anthem “Don’t 
Leave Me  This Way”, 
“Sunday Morning”, and 
“Saturday Night”. Don’t 
miss seeing this legend at 
our feast!

The grand finale of the 
Feast on Sunday begins at 
10:30am with an outdoor 
Mass in honor of the Heal-
ing Saints Cosmas and Da-
mian on the Warren Street 
Stage. At 1:30pm the 
grand procession with the 
Saints, accompanied by 
the North End Marching 
Band, Northeast March-
ing Band, winds through 
the streets of East Cam-
bridge and Somerville as 
it has for nearly 100 years. 
Don’t miss this highlight!

Local favorites Stephen 
Savio and Seabreeze as 
well as Smokin’ Joe and 
his band entertain through-
out the day as the food 
and fun flow through the 
streets. The parade arrives 
back on Warren Street at 
7:00pm for a welcome 
back confetti celebration 
followed by a performance 
by the founding lead sing-
er  LaLa Brooks of the 
Crystals singing their huge 
hits from the 60’s and 
70’s  “Da Doo Ron Ron”, 
“Then He  Kissed Me”, 
“Be My Baby” and more! 
Brooks was also the star 
of the Original Broadway 
Musical “Hair”.  In addi-
tion, parking is available 
in Twin City Plaza next 
to the feast all weekend. 
Come have a bite to eat, 
go on a ride, play a game, 
and enjoy all of our great 
free entertainment. See 
you at the Feast! For Feast 
and vendor information, 
call (617) 407-1256 or vis-
it www.cosmas-and-dami-
an.org.

Italian Feast of Saints Cosmas & Damian this weekend

Motown and Grammy 
Award Winning Legend 
Thelma Houston.

City of Boston extends a welcome to new, returning college and university students
Special to the Times-Free Press

The City of Boston 
announced an update on 
the City’s preparations 
as college and university 
students move in across 
Boston to ensure they 
have a smooth transition 
into their new homes and 
communities. A cross-de-
partmental effort, Boston 
is sharing information 
on how to access City 
services including 311, 
mattress pick up, inspec-
tions, BlueBikes, as well 
as sharing information on 
parking restrictions and 
improper storage of waste.  

“Students bring so much 
life to our City, and we are 
thrilled to welcome them 
this week,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “I want to 
thank the many city work-
ers and departments who 
have prepared all summer 
to welcome our students 
back, and to ensure that all 
of our new residents have 
safe housing, access to 
city services and all the in-
formation they need. The 
City of Boston is proud 
to be home to world-class 
colleges, universities, and 
institutions that bring so 
many brilliant students 

into our community.”
“My team and I are 

excited to welcome new 
and returning students to 
Boston.   We are commit-
ted to ensuring their com-
munities are safe, sanitary 
and code compliant,” said 
Inspectional Services 
Commissioner Tania Del 
Rio. “We also encourage 
students to do their part by 
properly disposing of their 
trash and keeping their 
units clean.” 

New and current resi-
dents are encouraged to 
connect with Boston 311 
to report non-emergency 
issues and get informa-
tion. There are three ways 
to do so: 

• Call 311 (if outside 
Boston, please call 617-
635-4500) 

• visit boston.gov/311, 
• or download the 

BOS:311 app. 
The BOS:311 app is 

available in the Google 
Play and iOS stores and 
currently has a student 
move-in specific section 
to streamline reporting.

“The Community En-
gagement Cabinet is ex-
cited to connect with stu-
dents to help make Boston 
feel like home. There are 

many ways to engage with 
our Cabinet,” said Com-
munity Engagement Cab-
inet Chief Brianna Millor. 
“I encourage all of our 
new and returning neigh-
bors to call 311 to identify 
their neighborhood liaison 
in the Mayor’s Office of 
Neighborhood Services. 
If they are interested in 
meeting new neighbors 
and becoming civical-
ly engaged, they should 
reach out to the Office of 
Civic Organizing to sign-
up to participate in Love 
Your Block, a neighbor-
hood clean-up or attend 
our next Civic Summit.” 

The City’s Inspectional 
Services, Transportation, 
Office of Neighborhood 
Services, Fire, Police and 
Public Works departments 
are conducting housing 
inspections upon request, 
trash inspections, and 
distributing information-
al brochures in neighbor-
hoods with large student 
populations.

The Inspectional Ser-
vices Department (ISD) 
will deploy over 50 in-
spectors throughout the 
neighborhoods heavily 
populated with students. 
Inspectors will conduct 

walkthroughs of areas 
heavily populated with 
students including but not 
limited to; Allston, Brigh-
ton, Back Bay, Fenway, 
Mission Hill and Beacon 
Hill. While canvassing 
these areas inspectors will 
distribute informational 
flyers, offer on the spot 
inspections and answer 
questions related to city 
services.  

The City encourages 
students to avoid used fur-
niture and to notify their 
landlord immediately in 
the event of a suspected 
infestation. In addition, 
information pertaining 
to rodent control can be 
found here and questions 
regarding the housing 
code can be found here. 

The Boston Transpor-
tation Department will be 
implementing on-street 
parking restrictions on 
streets in Allston, Fenway, 
Mission Hill, and Rox-
bury to help provide park-
ing spaces for vehicles be-
ing used by new residents 
and students moving into 
those areas. In these areas, 
ISD is not granting per-
mits for construction from 
Friday, August 30 through 
Sunday, September 1 in 
order to alleviate traf-
fic and parking concerns 
and promote safety. In 
addition, on-street park-
ing restrictions signage 
will be posted in affected 
neighborhoods.The City 
encourages residents, stu-
dents, and families to pay 
attention to posted signs. 
For more information on 
street restrictions, visit 
boston.gov/moving.

The City also encour-
ages residents and visitors 
to maintain an accessible 
path of travel on side-
walks and at intersections. 
Additionally, the City urg-
es residents and visitors to 
not block accessible park-
ing spaces designated for 
people with disabilities 
while moving in or out. 

“Boston is home to al-
most 80,000 people with 
disabilities, so please 
remember not to block 
sidewalks or corner curb 
ramps, including tactile 
warning pads,” said Bos-
ton Disability Commis-
sioner Kristen McCosh. 
“Also please be aware of 
on-street parking spaces 
that have signs designat-
ing them as accessible 
parking for people with 
disabilities. These spaces 
can only be used by vehi-
cles with a valid HP/DV 
parking placard.”

Bluebikes is Boston’s 
public bike share system. 
With more than 400 sta-
tions and 4000 bikes, it’s 
a fast and convenient way 
to get around the Great-
er Boston area. Many of 
Boston’s colleges and 
universities provide dis-
counts on annual passes 
for students, faculty, and 
staff. Students are encour-
aged to check with their 
university’s transportation 
office to see if they are el-
igible. More information 
is available at boston.gov/
bluebikes. For more infor-
mation on biking safely in 
Boston, visit boston.gov/
boston-by-bike. For more 
information about street 
safety for pedestrians with 
disabilities, visit boston.
gov/boston-brakes

The Public Works Code 
Enforcement Division 
will be issuing citations 
for the improper storage 
of household trash. Res-
idents are asked to place 
their trash and recycling 
on the curb by 6:00 a.m. 
on their scheduled collec-
tion day, or set it out the 
night before after 5:00 
p.m. 

Due to the Massachu-
setts Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
(DEP) ban, mattresses and 
box springs are no longer 
collected curbside as part 
of routine trash collection. 
Residents are required to 

make an appointment for 
a free curbside pick-up 
at: Boston.gov/mattress. 
The residential mattress 
program does not ser-
vice buildings with seven 
units or more. Those res-
idents should consult with 
their property manager to 
learn the proper protocol 
to recycle their mattress. 
Roughly 75 percent of all 
mattresses and box springs 
components can be dis-
assembled and recycled. 
The recovered materials 
are used to manufacture 
a variety of new products 
including foam padding, 
fabric, steel springs and 
wooden frames. 

While household fur-
niture can be left curb-
side on your scheduled 
pick-up day, we strongly 
encourage residents to do-
nate the items to a charity 
or organization that can 
pass them along to oth-
ers in need. Items such 
as televisions, air condi-
tioners and refrigerators 
require a special pick-up. 
To schedule an appoint-
ment, contact 311. Resi-
dents are reminded not to 
block sidewalks with trash 
or household furniture 
set out for pick up. Items 
should be placed along 
the curb, leaving room 
for pedestrians, including 
people with disabilities or 
those pushing strollers, to 
get by. New residents are 
strongly encouraged to 
download the City’s free 
Trash Day app at: boston.
gov/trash-day. Residents 
can view their collection 
schedules, set reminders, 
and search a directory of 
hundreds of household 
items to find out the right 
way to dispose of them. 

Students are encour-
aged to visit boston.gov/
moving for more infor-
mation regarding parking 
restrictions and permits, 
trash removal and restric-
tions, and rental require-
ments.

Health officials announce two additional 
human cases of West Nile Virus

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
(DPH) today announced 
two additional human 
cases of West Nile virus 
(WNV) in Massachusetts 
this year, bringing the to-
tal number of human cas-
es to six. One is a man in 
his 50s who was exposed 
in Suffolk County; the 
other is a man in his 80s 
with exposure in southern 
Middlesex County.

As a result, WNV risk 
levels in the following 
area communities are be-
ing raised to high: Saugus 
in Essex County; Arling-
ton, Belmont, Malden, 
Medford, and Melrose in 
Middlesex County; and 
Chelsea, Revere, and Win-
throp in Suffolk County.

“The risk of West Nile 
virus in Massachusetts 
will continue until the 
first hard frost. While the 
temperatures may be a bit 
cooler, September is still 
within the peak time for 
West Nile virus activity in 
Massachusetts,” said Pub-
lic Health Commissioner 
Robbie Goldstein, MD, 
PhD. “As we all adjust to 
our post-summer sched-
ules, one routine that ev-
eryone should continue is 
using mosquito repellent 
when outdoors.”

There have been 286 
WNV-positive mosquito 
samples so far this year 
detected from Barnstable, 
Berkshire, Bristol, Dukes, 
Essex, Hampden, Middle-
sex, Norfolk, Plymouth, 
Suffolk, and Worcester 
counties. The risk of hu-
man infection with WNV 
is moderate or high in 

Greater Boston (Middle-
sex, Norfolk, and Suffolk 
counties) and is also el-
evated in parts of Barn-
stable, Bristol, Essex, 
Hampden, Plymouth, and 
Worcester counties.

WNV is usually trans-
mitted to humans through 
the bite of an infected 
mosquito. There were six 
human cases of WNV and 
no animal cases in 2023. 
No animal cases of WNV 
have been detected so far 
this year.

People have an import-
ant role to play in protect-
ing themselves and their 
loved ones from illnesses 
caused by mosquitoes.

Avoid Mosquito Bites
Apply Insect Repellent 

when Outdoors. Use a re-
pellent with an EPA-reg-
istered ingredient, such 
as DEET (N,N-dieth-
yl-m-toluamide), per-
methrin, picaridin (KBR 
3023), or oil of lem-
on eucalyptus (p-men-
thane-3,8-diol (PMD) or 
IR3535) according to the 
instructions on the prod-
uct label. DEET products 
should not be used on in-
fants under two months of 
age and should be used in 
concentrations of 30 per-
cent or less on older chil-
dren. Oil of lemon euca-
lyptus should not be used 
on children under three 
years of age.

Be Aware of Peak Mos-
quito Hours. The hours 
from dusk to dawn are 
peak biting times for 
many mosquitoes. Con-
sider rescheduling out-
door activities that occur 
during evening or early 

morning in areas of high 
risk.

Clothing Can Help 
Reduce Mosquito Bites. 
Wearing long sleeves, 
long pants and socks 
when outdoors will help 
keep mosquitoes away 
from your skin.

Mosquito-Proof 
Your Home

Drain Standing Wa-
ter. Mosquitoes lay their 
eggs in standing water. 
Limit the number of plac-
es around your home for 
mosquitoes to breed by 
draining or discarding 
items that hold water. 
Check rain gutters and 
drains. Empty unused 
flowerpots and wading 
pools and change the wa-
ter in birdbaths frequently.

Install or Repair 
Screens. Keep mosquitoes 
outside by having tightly 
fitting screens on all win-
dows and doors.

Protect Your Animals
Animal owners should 

reduce potential mosqui-
to breeding sites on their 
property by eliminating 
standing water from con-
tainers such as buckets, 
tires, and wading pools 
– especially after heavy 
rains. Water troughs pro-
vide excellent mosqui-
to breeding habitats and 
should be flushed out at 
least once a week during 
the summer months to 
reduce mosquitoes near 
paddock areas. Horse 
owners should keep hors-
es in indoor stalls at night 
to reduce their risk of 
exposure to mosquitoes. 

See WEST NILE Page 9



Wednesday, September 4, 2024	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Page 5

PLEASE VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Honoring Memories and traditions, one family at a time
139 years of continuous, faithful & trusted service in East Boston & Revere

❖
vazzafunerals.com | 262 Beach St. Revere, MA 02151

781-284-1127 | 781-284-7756

Beechwood Home for Funerals

OBITUARIES

To place a 
memoriam in 

the Times-Free 
Press, 

please call 
781-485-0588

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
  Reyes, Brianda P	 10 Geneva Street LLC	 10 Geneva St #3                 	 $689,000  
Glantz, Michael	 100 White Street LLC	 100 White St #2              	 $875,000  
Sabia, Amanda D         	 100 White Street LLC	 100-102 White St #3     	 $1,100,000  
Grise, Christina	 165 Everett LLC	 165 Everett St #4         	 $510,000  
Tierney, Evan             	 Gehrman, Elizabeth	 216 Webster St                         $1,275,000  
273 Havre LLC	 Kronick Fatigue LLC	 273 Havre St              	 $820,000  
Lara, Elvin R           	 292 Lexington Street Rt 	 292 Lexington St           	 $609,000
Chen, Cindy	 Reyes, Brianda P	 3 Emmons St                 	 $595,000  
Rosenfield, Jennifer   	 Burgess, Miles       	 58 Homer St #2           	 $570,000 
Oh, Delinna            	 Trichilo Development LLC	 70 Shawsheen Rd #1          	 $535,000  
Chen, Mei L	 First White LLC	 81 White St #2          	 $665,000

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Maria Alberto
She leaves behind a legacy of 

warmth and kindness

Patricia Conti
Of East Boston

Patricia L. Conti of 
East Boston passed away 
peacefully on Monday, 
August 19, 2024. 

The devoted wife of 
Guy DiGaetano, she was 
the beloved mother of 
Jolene Conti of East Bos-
ton and Marla DiGaetano 
of Malden and cherished 
sister of Ralph Conti of 
East Boston. 

Services  were held at 
Ruggiero Family Memo-
rial Home. To leave an 

online condolence please 
visit www.ruggieromh.
com.

We bid farewell to Ma-
ria Alberto, a true beacon 
of light and love, who 
departed peacefully in 
her sleep on Wednesday 
August 28, 2024, after 
battling Alzheimer’s for 
many years.

Maria was born on Sep-
tember 4, 1938 in Mon-
tevideo, Uruguay, where 
she later met her beloved 
husband, Carlos Alber-
to. Over their 61 years of 
marriage, they built new 
roots in East Boston, had 
two children, six grand-
children, five great-grand-
children, and lived a life 
full of lasting memories.

Maria walked through 
life with a gentle strength, 
touching the lives of ev-
eryone she encountered 
with unforgettable grace. 
She devoted her time to 
her family, who fondly 
called her Nona. Maria 
was known for her fash-
ion, from her stylish hair 
to her flashy jewelry to 
her bright colored outfits. 
She loved her sweets and 
made a wonderful arroz 
con leche and flan. A lover 
of music and dance, Maria 
was known for captivat-
ing friends and family by 
dancing tango with her 
husband. Maria had a con-
tagious smile and always 
found beauty in life’s sim-
ple moments and encour-
aged us all to do the same.

Maria is survived by 
her husband, Carlos Al-
berto, her daughter, Mari-
ela LoGrasso and her hus-
band, Oscar Fernandez, 
her son, Carlos Alberto Jr. 

and his wife, Jackie Alber-
to. Maria is also survived 
by  six grandchildren: An-
thony and his wife, Anton-
ella, Charlie and his wife, 
Kathryn, Rosanna and her 
husband, Joseph, Ceeva, 
Tyler and Bella and her 
great-grandchildren Avi-
anna, Alessandra, Hailey, 
Joseph Jr. and Thomas.

Maria leaves behind 
a legacy of warmth and 
kindness. She will for-
ever be remembered and 
missed. Sigue bailando y 
sonriendo nuestra querida 
Nona.

Family and friends are 
cordially invited to attend 
the visitation from the 
Caggiano-O’Maley-Fra-
zier Funeral Home 147 
Winthrop St., Winthrop 
today, Wednesday, Sep-
tember 4, from 4 to 7 p.m. 
followed by a funeral ser-
vice in the funeral home at 
7 p.m.

In lieu of flowers me-
morial donations may be 
made the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation at www.alz.org.

For directions or to sign 
the online guestbook, go 
to  www.caggianofuneral-
home.com.

That year, the East Bos-
ton Athletic Board award-
ed Walsh the Al Festa Me-
morial Award as Baseball 
Player of the Year, and 
the following year Walsh 
began his long and wind-
ing quarter-century of 
Yawkey League baseball.

“I started playing in 
the Yawkey League back 
in 2000 with the Bos-
ton Padres,” said Walsh.  
He remembers that team 
manager Ed Neal had two 
teams, one in the Boston 
Park League and one in 
the Yawkey.  “I played for 
both of his teams.”

In 2002, East Boston 
became home to its own 
Yawkey League team, 
when Donald King and 
Paul Deleo launched the 
East Boston Blue Sox, 
and Walsh was on the 
hometown roster.  Three 
years later, the team was 
re-christened as the East 
Boston Bombers.   When 
the Bombers jumped to 
the Intercity League in 
2007, Steve had to make 
a choice.  “I’ve always 
stayed loyal to the Yawkey 

League, so I joined the 
Harbor Point Dodgers.” 
Walsh spent six years with 
the Dodgers but, never tir-
ing of baseball, he simul-
taneously played a couple 
of seasons with the East 
Boston Intercity League 
entry.

The years went by, and 
baseball was on Walsh’s 
calendar every summer.  
In February of 2013, how-
ever, Walsh was the victim 
of a skiing accident.  He 
tore the anterior, median, 
and lateral cruciate liga-
ments in his left knee—
the dreaded Unhappy 
Triad—and fractured his 
tibia.  Surgery, and a long, 
exhaustive, and painful 
recovery period wiped 
out baseball for 2013 and 
seemed to spell the end of 
Walsh’s baseball life.  

But by the summer of 
2014, he felt well enough 
to give baseball anoth-
er shot, and he rejoined 
Yawkey Baseball with the 
Brighton Minutemen.  In 
2016, Walsh joined the 
Brighton Braves, his cur-
rent team.  The Braves 

won the Yawkey League 
championship in 2018, 
and came oh-so-close to 
another championship this 
year.

Over his long haul of 
Yawkey League base-
ball, Walsh has racked up 
some impressive numbers.  
This summer he smacked 
his 400th hit in a game 
against the Al Thomas 
A’s at Cunningham Park 
in Milton. Coincidentally, 
that’s where Steve picked 
up his 350th hits a few 
seasons ago.  He batted 
.400 during the 2022 sea-
son.  Just last month, in 
Game 5 of the Yawkey 
League championship 
semi-finals, Walsh clout-
ed a walk-off homerun to 
break a tie game and send 
the Braves into the League 
championship series.  

He has lost count of 
how many times he’s been 
named a Yawkey League 
All-Star, or won a League 
Silver Slugger or Gold 
Glove award—“a few,” 
he says—but individual 
awards are secondary to 
team accomplishments.  

It’s the team accom-
plishments and team ob-
jectives that help Walsh 
manage the tough juggling 
act of baseball amid a full-
time job at Massport and 
teaming with his partner 
Milena to raise their six 
year-old daughter, Isabel-
la. 

But as long as he can, 
and as long as the com-
petitive spirit still burns, 
Steve Walsh will continue 
to play the game he loves.  
When the Yawkey season 
ended last week, he suit-
ed up for the Framingham 
Orioles playing in the an-
nual Cape Cod Classic 
Tournament.

“I try to tell the young 
guys to continue to work 
hard and try to get better 
every day,” Walsh says.  
“You’re never too old to 
learn something new.”

With that attitude, it’s 
likely that Steve Walsh 
will keep his glove and 
bats nearby and ready to 
go for years to come.

Walsh //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Wu announces call for Boston’s next Poet Laureate
Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu 
and the Mayor’s Office 
of Arts and Culture today 
announced the City of 
Boston is seeking appli-
cations and nominations 
for its next Poet Laureate. 
Established in 2008, the 
Boston Poet Laureate Pro-
gram has been a corner-
stone of Boston’s creative 
sector, drawing residents 
into the rich and transfor-
mative world of the lit-
erary arts. Poetry has the 
unique power to capture 
our history, illuminate the 
present, and spark hope 
and change for the future. 
Porsha Olayiwola current-
ly holds this role. Building 
on the work she has done 
since becoming Poet Lau-
reate in 2019, Olayiwola 
will be teaching in the En-
glish Department at Emer-
son College and opening a 
bookstore, justBook-ish, 
in Fields Corner.

“One of the most 
unique and special roles in 
our City has opened,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “The 
Poet Laureate is a very im-
portant role in our artistic 
community and beyond. 
I encourage all residents 
who have a passion for the 
literary arts to apply, and 
I look forward to seeing 
the ways in which the next 
Poet Laureate will serve 
the City through their pas-
sions and creativity.”

Boston’s Poet Laureate 
serves as an ambassador 
for the city’s literary and 

creative communities, 
working in tandem with 
these partners to elevate 
the role of poetry in the 
everyday lives of Bosto-
nians, and inspire critical 
reflection through written 
and spoken word. 

“Boston’s Poet Laure-
ate is called upon not only 
to encourage a love of the 
literary arts in the city, but 
to create spaces for us to 
connect with and nurture 
our creativity,” said Kara 
Elliott-Ortega, Chief of 
Arts and Culture. “They 
challenge us to think dif-
ferently and to have the 
courage to express our-
selves in community. I am 
grateful to Porsha for us-
ing her gifts to illuminate 
the beauty and complexity 
of our city and excited to 
see how the next poet lau-
reate will inspire us with 
their unique voice.”

Since its inception, the 
role of Poet Laureate has 
been held by three indi-
viduals: Sam Cornish was 
Boston’s inaugural Poet 
Laureate, followed by 
Danielle Legros Georg-
es, and currently Porsha 
Olayiwola holds this role. 
Porsha will be closing out 
her tenure with a work-
shop series this fall in con-
junction with the Boston 
Public Library. 

“Serving as the poet lau-
reate for the city of Boston 
has been one of the great-
est dreams of my work,” 
said Porsha Olayiwola. 
“I’ve become embedded 
into the rich literary tra-

dition associated with the 
area. It is my only hope 
that I’ve, in turn, helped 
to propel the city’s literary 
scene and push the possi-
bilities of poetry.” 

The Poet Laureate is a 
ceremonial appointment 
with a term of four years. 
Some of the key responsi-
bilities of the role include:

• Presenting works at 
civic events and attending 
official functions as a liter-
ary ambassador

•  Developing public 
programming across the 
city, including workshops 
and showcasing events

• Enhancing current 
Boston Public Schools 
and Boston Public Library 
poetry programs through 
events, engagement, and 
outreach

• Acting as the juror for 
the Mayor’s Poetry Pro-
gram at City Hall

• Serving as a resource 
for the City, the literary 
community, and Boston’s 
residents during National 
Poetry Month in April

• Participating in the 
Youth Poet Laureate ap-
plication and selection 
process

• Mentoring the Youth 
Poet Laureate through 
regular meetings, public 
event preparation, pub-
lished works, and holding 
relationships with Boston 
Public Schools and Bos-
ton Public Libraries

To be considered for the 
role, applicants must be 
at least 21 years old, be a 
current resident of Boston 

who has lived in the city 
for at least two years prior 
to nomination, be active 
as a professional poet, and 
produce work that reflects 
the vibrancy and life of the 
City of Boston. 

The position will be 
chosen by a Selection 
Panel, consisting of a dis-
tinguished group of liter-
ary professionals that will 
act as a search committee. 
The Selection Panel will 
evaluate all entries and 
hold interviews with the 
final candidates. The City 
will announce the new 
Poet Laureate in January 
2025, with a term begin-
ning on July 1, 2025 and 
ending on June 31, 2029.

Interested candidates 
can join the current Poet 
Laureate, Porsha Olay-
iwola, and Mayor’s Office 
of Arts and Culture staff 
for an information ses-
sion and office hours to 
learn more. There will be 
an information session on 
September 6, 2024, at 1 
pm, and a second session 
on September 12, 2024, at 
6 pm.

The deadline to apply 
is Monday, September 
30, 2024 by 5 pm. Appli-
cations can be submitted 
online or by mail. Digital 
entries are encouraged 
but all entries will receive 
equal consideration. 

Learn more and submit 
your application or nomi-
nation at boston.gov/call-
forpoets.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

September is a month 
for meeting new neigh-
bors. Nationwide, most 
moves happen in the sum-
mer months. For some, 
it’s from a desire to settle 
in before the new school 
year begins. In Great-
er Boston, thousands of 

undergraduates, gradu-
ate students, faculty, and 
educational support staff 
descend on the area with 
a crush of September 1st 
move-in dates.

Some of you will meet 
new people and dogs who 
have moved into your 
building, block, or neigh-
borhood. Others will be 

learning their way around 
a new home and may ap-
preciate a friendly wel-
come. In either case, hav-
ing a dog beside you will 
increase your opportuni-
ties to meet new neigh-
bors.

How to Introduce Dogs
It’s always best to intro-

duce dogs in neutral terri-
tory. We recommend not 
sharing close quarters with 
a new dog. Your dog may 
consider the hallways and 
elevators in your building 
part of its domain, while 
the new dog may still need 
to learn its elevator and 
common area manners. 

One of the best sugges-
tions we read was to think 
about how your dog reacts 
to other dogs on routine 
walks. Reactions may 
range from barking and 
growling to total indiffer-
ence. 

Most of your introduc-
tions to new dogs will hap-
pen serendipitously while 
you are out and about. You 

must be alert for a reactive 
dog’s sounds and body 
language as it approach-
es you. If your dog is re-
active, put a hand up as a 
stop sign when a strange 
dog approaches and tell 
the person with the dog 
that your pup needs a little 
extra space. 

We’ve had foster dogs 
who were afraid of their 
own shadows, scared of 
men, highly protective of 
Penny, and others who 
were friendly with every-
one. These pups were also 
trying to adjust to a new 
home, new guardians, 
and new territory. For this 
reason, we try to be very 
understanding when ap-

proaching a new dog. Af-
ter asking if we can say 
hello to the dog, we don’t 
touch but instead offer the 
back of our hands for the 
dog to sniff.

Make a Date to 
Introduce Dogs

Occasionally, you’ll 
want to introduce your 
dog to a specific friend or 
neighbor’s dog. Dogtopia.
com suggests you make 
this like meeting some-
one new for coffee rather 
than a dinner date. With a 
secure 4-6 foot leash (no 
retractable leashes for this 
task), pace a routine walk 
behind the dog you plan 

See CITY PAWS Page 9FORMERLY EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

617-568-4781

Refill prescriptions through MyChart 

Home delivery 

Friendly, helpful staff 

Short wait times 

Pick up your prescriptions – 
or get them delivered!

neighborhealth.com

and he broke the Guinness 
World Record for the lon-
gest continuous playing 
of the accordion.   Among 
his many distinctions, he’s 
the only world champi-
on of jazz on accordion, 
and he’s one of only four 
people to win champion-
ships on both acoustic and 
electronic accordions. 

The Friends of the Mary 

Ellen Welch Greenway has 
a few more events planned 
for the Fall. Please check 
our Facebook and Insta-
gram pages and our web-
site at www.maryellen-
welchgreenway.org

Thank you to Agniesz-
ka Rytych-Foster photog-
raphy

Cory //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PHOTOS COURTESY AGNIESZKA RYTYCH-FOSTER PHOTOGRAPHY

Roberto Gomez and Valinda Chan enjoying the music.Saxophone Player Tucker Antell.Soprano Sonja Tengblad.

City Paws

Meeting new neighbors

Creating a happy pack of dogs who walk comfortably together takes time. But it’s worth 
the effort.
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Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH, THROUGH WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 11TH, 2024

Krakus Imported Polish Ham ..........................$7.99/lb
Margherita Hot Cappicola .............................$6.99/lb
Krakus Honey Ham ..........................................$6.99/lb
Margherita Boneless Prosciutto ...............$11.99/lb
Corner Shop Provolone Cheese ..................... $4.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, September 6th through Sunday, September 8th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh & Sweet Tropical Mangoes ................. 4/$5.00
Fresh Large Size Honeydew................................$3.99
Fresh & Crisp Close Cut Broccoli Crowns ...$1.79/lb
Fresh Romaine Hearts  3 pk .............................$2.99
"Pick your own" Red Potatoes ...................... $1.19/lb

BAKERY
Our Own Corn Muffins 4pk ..................................$5.99
Cinnamon Elephant Ears 2pk  ............................$2.49

DELI
Our Own In Store Antipasto Salad ................. $7.99/lb

PRODUCE
Fresh & Sweet Crunchy Green 
Seedless Grapes .............................................$2.59/lb

MEAT
Grade A Boneless Chicken Breast ..................$2.99/lb

GROCERY
Best Yet Ice Cream ...................................................2/$5.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters ....................$1.09/lb
Grade A Boneless Chicken Thighs .............. $3.29/lb
Boneless London Broil Shoulder Steak ......$5.99/lb
Flat Iron Steaks ............................................ $6.29/lb
Pork Tenderloin ...............................................$3.69/lb
Banquet Brown & Serve Sausages ......... $1.79/pkg
Philadelphia Shaved Steak ........................$5.99/pkg
Reser's Twice Baked Potatoes ................ $4.99/pkg

Best Yet Facial Tissue  60 ct ................. 10/$10.00
Best Yet Cranberry Juice  64 oz ................ 2/$5.00
Best Yet Mayonnaise  30 oz .......................2/$8.00
Kellogg's Rice Krispies  9 oz ..........................2/$7.00
Tide Pods  20 ct .................................................. $7.99
Bumble Bee Solid White Canned Tuna .........2/$4.00
Best Yet Canned Vegetables ....................... 4/$3.00
Best Yet K-Cups .................................................$3.99
Peter Pan Peanut Butter ............................... 2/$5.00
Best Yet Frozen Potatoes ...........................2/$6.00
Ellios Pizza ...........................................................$3.99
Celentano Cavatelli ........................................2/$4.00
Philadelphia Soft Cream Cheese ..................2/$7.00
Pillsbury Cookies (ex: character type) ........2/$7.00
Bays English Muffins ......................................2/$7.00

Bakery
7" Cannoli Cake .....................................................$9.99
8" Apple Crumb Pie .............................................. $5.99
8" Assorted Crumb Coffee Cakes ..................... $5.99

EAST BOSTON IN FOOTBALL ACTION AGAINST WINTHROP

Winthrop took on 
neighboring East Boston 
in a controlled scrimmage 
Wednesday August 28 at 
East Boston’s Memorial 
Stadium.  The match gave 
coaches Jonathan Cadigan 

(Winthrop) and his Eastie 
counterpart John Parziale 
a good chance to evaluate 
the strength of their rosters 
as the teams prepare for 
regular season play that 
begins September 6 when 

Winthrop faces Stoneham 
in Woburn and East Bos-
ton kicks off against Bos-
ton Latin Academy at East 
Boston’s Memorial Stadi-
um.

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

 ANOTHER CHALLENGE:  East Boston football coach John Parziale is gearing up for his 27th 
season on the Jets sidelines.

 CONTACT TIME:  An East Boston defender takes down a Winthrop runner during the 
teams controlled scrimmage at East Boston Stadium on Wednesday, August 28.

 IT’S A HOT ONE:  An Eastie football player tries to cool off during a scrimmage Tuesday Au-
gust 28 with temperatures near 90 degrees.

Eat Boston High football season begins this week
By Patrick O’Connor

Football practice for the 
East Boston High School 
football team got under-
way last Friday morning 
on August 23 at Sartori 
Stadium and a scrimmage 
with Winthrop took place 
on Wednesday afternoon, 
August 28.   The Jets will 
open the season at Sartori 
Stadium this Friday eve-
ning at 6 p.m.  The visiting 
team will be the Boston 
Latin Academy Dragons, 
led by Rocco Zizza.

Beginning his fifteenth 
season as headcoach is 
John Parziale with a re-
cord of 79-64.  Assisting 
him will be Coaches Pat-
rick Aiken (2018), Shawn 
Torrici (2008), Juan Mur-
cia (2011), Nathan Rivera 

(2016), Brandon Ciacio 
(2006) and Sean Curtis 
(2022).  All are East Bos-
ton High graduates and 
played for the team.  The 
team numbers about 30 
with ten seniors.  Co-cap-
tains are seniors Chris 
Testa and Gio Angelico.         

Last year, the Jets end-
ed the season at 6-4.  On 
Thanksgiving eve, the 
team was told the South 
Boston High football 
team would forfeit the 
105th Thanksgiving Day 
game at White Stadium.  
The Jets came to Sartori 
Stadium on Thanksgiv-
ing morning and played 
a scrimmage anyway.  
This year, East Boston 
will clash with Chelsea 
on Thanksgiving Eve at 
Chelsea High School.   At 

East Boston		  Division 7/North; Boston City 
F	 09/06		  Latin Academy (H)
F	 09/13		  Boston Latin School (Fens)
F	 09/20		  Brighton (H)
F	 09/27		  Lowell Catholic (H)
F	 10/04		  English (H)
F	 10/11		  O’Bryant
F	 10/25		  Arlington Catholic
F	 11/01		  Tech Boston
F	 11/08		  TBA
F	 11/15		  TBA
F	 11/22		  TBA
W	 11/27		  Chelsea

a later time, the East Bos-
ton-South Boston High 
School football rivalry, 
dating from 1901 may re-
sume.   

It’s year nine for an 
MIAA approved play-off 
system.  Schedules are set 
for September and Octo-
ber.  Games in Novem-
ber will be determined by 
a point system in which 
Eastern Massachusetts 
and Central Massachusetts 
schools will be split into 
two groups.

Ready to lead the Jets are senior captains Chris Testa and 
Gio Angelico

PATRICK O’CONNOR PHOTO

The team was on the home field getting ready for the new 
season

PATRICK O’CONNOR PHOTO
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Special to the Times-Free Press

The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration announced 
that 20 organizations 
across Massachusetts are 
being awarded $8.5 mil-
lion in capital funding to 
renovate early education 
and out-of-school time 
program facilities that 
serve primarily low-in-
come families.  At East 
Boston Social Center, 
Education Secretary Tut-
wiler, Early Education 
and Care Commissioner 
Kershaw and Director of 
Outdoor Recreation Jahni-
ge highlighted how this in-
vestment will support ren-
ovation projects to expand 
capacity and improve the 
indoor and outdoor quality 
and accessibility of learn-
ing environments for chil-
dren, ensuring they have 
safe, healthy, inclusive, 
and developmentally ap-
propriate spaces to learn, 
play, and grow.

“Making early educa-
tion and care more afford-
able and accessible is a 
top priority for our admin-
istration. Capital invest-
ments are an important 
part of that. These capital 
grants give our hardwork-
ing child care programs 
the financial resources 
they need to provide mod-
ern, healthy, and safe en-
vironments for our kids to 
learn and play. This fund-
ing also helps us make 
progress on our climate 
goals, which is essential 
for ensuring our kids have 
secure futures,” said Gov-
ernor Maura Healey.

“I am excited to see 
how this $8.5 million in-
vestment in capital proj-
ects for our local early 
education and child care 

programs will foster the 
kind of physical indoor 
and outdoor spaces our 
children deserve to learn 
and play in every day,” 
said  Lieutenant Gover-
nor Kim Driscoll. “These 
funds improve programs’ 
energy efficiency, ventila-
tion and water conserva-
tion, accessibility for fam-
ilies and educators, add 
new security measures, 
update outdoor play areas, 
and so much more.”

As part of the Admin-
istration’s whole-of-gov-
ernment approach to ad-
dressing climate change, 
and in collaboration with 
the Climate Office, proj-
ects were prioritized that 
focused on clean energy 
and decarbonization. Proj-
ects that included security 
enhancements to prevent 
and respond to potential 
threats, such as active 
shooters and installation 
of security cameras and 
access control systems, 
were also prioritized. Ex-
amples of eligible funding 
use includes modifica-
tions to improve indoor 
air quality, roof replace-
ments, upgrading electri-
cal or security systems, 
and physical environment 
modifications address-
ing accessibility or other 
upgrades for classrooms, 
outdoor areas, and more.

“We are proud to be 
awarding $8.5 million in 
capital funding to 20 child 
care programs across the 
state, promoting acces-
sible, safe, and inclusive 
spaces for children of all 
backgrounds and abili-
ties to grow, learn, and 
play,”  said  Secretary of 
Education Dr. Patrick Tut-
wiler. “It was great to be at 

East Boston Social Center 
today to learn how this 
grant will support their 
accessibility project to im-
prove movement in and 
out of the center, especial-
ly for children and adults 
with limited mobility.”

“Today’s announced 
grant awards are infus-
ing funds into our local 
communities, like here in 
East Boston, to renovate, 
repair, and expand child 
care facilities, enabling 
our kids and educators 
to spend time in newer, 
greener and more acces-
sible and safe high-quali-
ty learning environments. 
Capital investments like 
these are making Massa-

chusetts a better place to 
live, go to school, work, 
raise a family, and build a 
better future,” said  Early 
Education and Care Com-
missioner Amy Kershaw.

“Outdoor play and re-
silient facilities are fun-
damental for healthy 
childhood learning and 
development, but the im-
pacts of climate change 
may threaten these essen-
tial features of early edu-
cation,” said  Director of 
Outdoor Recreation, Paul 
Jahnige. “These grant sup-
port resilient outdoor play 
spaces and low-carbon, 
resilient facilities. Improv-
ing the quality and acces-
sibility our learning envi-
ronments ensures that our 
youngest residents have 
healthy and safe spaces to 
play and grow.”

The capital opportuni-
ties are administered by 
the Department of Ear-
ly Education and Care 
(EEC) in partnership with 
the Children’s Investment 
Fund (CIF), an affiliate of 
the Community Economic 
Development Assistance 
Corporation (CEDAC). 
This funding is avail-
able through the admin-
istration’s FY24 - FY28 
Capital Investment Plan 
Early Education and Out-
of-School Time (EEOST) 
fund and from the  Early 
Education & Care Provid-
er Capital funding deliv-
ered in the fiscal year 2024 
state budget. For the first 
time, for-profit child care 
centers and out-of-school 
time programs that serve 
at least 50% of children 
who receive public bene-
fits were eligible.

“We are absolutely 
thrilled to celebrate the im-
mense, transformative im-
pact of these grants. Mas-
sachusetts remains at the 
forefront of state invest-

ment in early education 
and care facilities, and this 
year is no exception, with 
20 projects awarded fund-
ing,” said Theresa Jordan, 
Director of the Children’s 
Investment Fund.

“With this EEOST 
small project grant, East 
Boston Social Centers will 
make essential repairs and 
updates to our elevator, 
which was first installed in 
the 1990s. This will ensure 
disability or mobility chal-
lenges will never be a bar-
rier to our Early Learners 
and Bright Minds School 
Age children accessing 
our high-quality program-
ming that supports their 
joy, learning, and thriving.  
By supporting investments 
to update and improve ag-
ing buildings and spaces, 
these grants ensure chil-
dren learn in high-quality 
spaces, and ensure pro-
grams can invest our re-
sources in the compensa-
tion our educators deserve 
and the programming ma-
terials our children need,” 
said  Justin Pasquariello, 
Executive Director of East 
Boston Social Center.

Programs are eligible 
to receive $200,000 - 
$500,000 in funding per 
project. Awardees include:

Angela’s Preschool 
and Daycare  (Peabody) - 
$500,000

Funding supports im-
provements to the secu-
rity system, replacement 
of windows and Heating, 
Ventilation, and Air Con-
ditioning (HVAC) up-
grades, as well as kitchen 
ventilation and upgraded 
bathroom fixtures.

Boys & Girls Club 
of Greater Holyoke 
- $421,000

Funding supports se-
curity upgrades including 
installation of keyless en-
try system, new fence and 

parking lot gate system, 
as well as installation of 
metal rolling shutters on 
room windows and main 
hallway.

Bright Futures Early 
Learning Center  (Spring-
field) - $500,000

Funding will add a 
handwashing sink in 1 
classroom, add bathrooms 
for 3 classrooms, create a 
lightwell in a classroom 
that has no access to nat-
ural light, build an enclo-
sure at the entrance for 
kids waiting for transpor-
tation, build a shed for 
playground equipment, 
and purchase lockdown 
emergency kits.

Child Care of the Berk-
shires  (North Adams) - 
$483,000

Funding supports new 
fencing, landscaping and 
play structure installa-
tion, as well as replace 
windows, flooring in two 
classrooms, the roof sys-
tem and the steam boiler, 
adding a dual fuel burner 
and installing an air condi-
tioning condenser. 

Children’s Express 
Child Care  (Dorchester) - 
$500,000

Funding supports pur-
chasing and installing a 
new all-electric hot water 
system and piping, a new 
fire and water tie-in to the 
street, and a temporary 
chiller and boiler during 
their larger HVAC system 
transformation.

East Boston Social Cen-
ters - $246,000

Funding supports updat-
ing the elevator controller, 
wiring, traveling cable, 
two door operators, four 
floors of door equipment, 
and electrical upgrades, as 
well as procuring evacua-
tion chairs to aid individ-
uals with limited mobili-
ty in exiting the building 
during emergencies.
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By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6

See McGARY Page 2

Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

Wednesday, February 1, 2023
Published by the Independent Newspaper Co.

Everett Independent

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, 

check everettindependent.com

wvv

519 Broadway, Everett, MA
617-387-7466  |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! We’re here for You!Please call us! We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial

See DIDOMENICO Page 3

See ENCORE Page 3

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Spring into savings today!Spring into savings today!

&

*$180 per paper

Early education and child care programs receive $8.5 million

Shown (left to right) are Director of CEDAC, Theresa Jordan, Education Secretary, Patrick Tutwiler, State Rep. Adrian 
Madaro, Executive Director of East Boston Social Centers, Justin Pasquariello, State Senator, Sal DiDomenico, UPK Teacher, 
Jacqueline Carmenatty, UPK Student, Luca Buccella, and Early Education and Care Commissioner, Amy Kershaw.

Coffee and Donuts in the morning
Line Dancing 10:00 am – 10:30 am

Qi Gong 10:30 am - 11:00 am
DJ Tommy Bahama 11:30 am – 12:30pm

Lunch at 12pm 
*Donated by Sen Lydia Edwards, Rep Adrian Madaro, and

Councilor Gabriella “Gigi” Coletta*

Bingo 1 - 2 pm
Chinese Raffle at 2pm

For Active Adults Program
Monday, September 9th, 2024

(Rain date: September 10th)
 9AM – 3PM

$5.00

Piers Park Picnic

 Please bring your lawn chair & Sun protection

RSVP by August 23rd, 2024
To Dawn Panos: 617-874-7360

QR

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!

NOAH is dedicated to understanding our community's
needs. We’d love for you to share your thoughts on how we

can better serve you and our community.

Complete our survey by September 15th for a chance to win
one of 10 $25 Amazon gift cards! �✨

 Winners will be chosen by lottery from all completed surveys. 

Don’t miss out - Share your feedback today!

www.noahcdc.org

¡Completa nuestra encuesta antes del 15 de
septiembre y participa por una de las 10 tarjetas de

regalo de Amazon de $25! �✨ 

Los ganadores serán elegidos por sorteo entre todas las
encuestas completadas. 

¡No te lo pierdas, comparte tu opinión hoy mismo!

¡QUEREMOS
ESCUCHARTE!

En NOAH, queremos conocer tus opiniones y cómo
podemos mejorar para ti y nuestra comunidad. Tu opinión

es valiosa para nosotros.

www.noahcdc.org
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to introduce and slow-
ly catch up. Walk a little 
together with the humans 
between the dogs to judge 
how the dogs are reacting 
before deciding to move 
closer.

If necessary, try again 
on another day. Just like 
people, some dogs make 
quick friendships, while 
others take time to relax 
together. Some dogs favor 
one breed over another or 
are afraid of certain dogs. 

Check Before 
Introducing

We’ll let the American 
Kennel Club add a final 
word on introductions. 
“Just because you’re say-
ing hello to your neigh-
bors doesn’t mean your 
dog has to. If you have a 
very social pet who loves 
people and greets them 
appropriately, you may 
want them to say hello. 
But first, check to see if 
your neighbors like dogs 
and want to greet your 

pup. Some people are ner-
vous or afraid of canines, 
while others are allergic 
or would just prefer to 
keep their distance. It’s 
important to respect your 
neighbors’ boundaries and 
comfort levels. Similarly, 
not all dogs are going to 
be comfortable meeting 
strangers.”

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

Special to the Times-Free Press

With thousands of new 
and returning college stu-
dents settling into dorms, 
apartments, and other liv-
ing spaces, Massachusetts 
fire officials are reminding 
them, their resident advi-
sors, and others to be sure 
they have working smoke 
alarms, carbon monox-
ide (CO) alarms, and two 
ways out in an emergency.

As Massachusetts kicks 
of College Fire Safety 
Month, State Fire Marshal 
Jon M. Davine said 2,538 
fires occurred in college 
dormitories, fraternities, 
and sororities in Massa-
chusetts between 2019 and 
2023. These fires caused 
three civilian injuries, 11 
fire service injuries, and 
more than $2.5 million in 
estimated damages. More 
campus fires were re-
ported in September than 
in any other month, and 
unsafe cooking practices 
were the most common 
cause.

He said fire officials are 
also concerned about fire 
safety in apartments and 

other types of off-campus 
student housing, where 
two Massachusetts col-
lege students died in sep-
arate, unrelated fires in 
2013. Statewide, almost 
50% of residential fires in 
Massachusetts take place 
in apartment buildings and 
other multi-family dwell-
ings.

“It doesn’t matter 
whether you live in a 
dorm, apartment, Greek 
housing, or one- or 
two-family home,” said 
State Fire Marshal Da-
vine. “Everyone should 
have working smoke and 
CO alarms on every level 
of their residence, and test 
them monthly to be sure 
they’re working proper-
ly. Never, ever disable an 
alarm, and don’t waste 
precious time retrieving 
personal belongings if you 
hear it sound – just get out, 
stay out, and call 9-1-1.”

“If you’ve just moved 
into a new living space, 
take some time to identify 
two ways out of your unit 
and the building – and two 
ways out of each room, 
if possible,” said Foxbor-

ough Fire Chief Michael 
Kelleher, president of the 
Fire Chiefs Association 
of Massachusetts. “Plan 
and practice your escape 
routes before you need to 
use them in an emergency. 
Today’s residential fires 
burn faster than ever be-
fore, and they create tox-
ic smoke that can travel 
throughout the home. A 
practiced home escape 
plan could save your life.”

While September has 
been designated as Col-
lege Fire Safety Month, 
State Fire Marshal Da-
vine and Chief Kelleher 
said fire safety should be 
a priority all year long. 
Windows, doors, and 
stairways should always 
be clear of boxes, furni-
ture, bicycles, and any 
other obstructions so you 
can escape and firefighters 
can enter in an emergency. 
Fire doors should never be 
blocked or propped open.

Working alarms, clear 
exit routes, and practic-
ing a plan for using them 
are crucial for when a fire 
breaks out, but students 
can also take steps to pre-

vent them from starting in 
the first place:

• Cooking: Stand by 
your pan! Don’t leave pots 
and pans unattended on 
a lit stovetop, and keep 
flammable items away 
from burners. In the event 
of a grease fire, smother 
the flames with a lid and 
then turn off the heat. 
Cook only when you’re 
alert, not when you’re 
drowsy or impaired.

• Lithium-Ion Batteries: 
Use the charging equip-
ment provided by the 
manufacturer and discon-
nect it when the device is 
charged. Charge phones, 
laptops, e-cigarettes, 
e-bike batteries, and other 
devices on a hard and sta-
ble surface – never a bed, 
couch, or pillow. If you 
notice an unusual odor, 
change in color, change 
in shape, leaking, or odd 
noises, stop using the de-
vice right away. If you can 
do so safely, move it away 
from anything that can 
burn and call your local 
fire department.

• Smoking: There is no 
safe way to smoke, but 

if you must smoke then 
do it responsibly. Don’t 
flick cigarettes or other 
smoking materials on the 
ground, where they can 
smolder and ignite de-
bris, or grind them out on 
porches or steps. Use a 
heavy ashtray on a sturdy 
surface and put it out, all 
the way, every time.

• Electrical: Always 
plug appliances such as 
air conditioners and space 
heaters into wall sockets 
that can handle the cur-
rent, not power strips or 
extension cords. Don’t 

overload outlets with mul-
tiple devices.

• Heating: Turn space 
heaters off when leaving 
the room or going to sleep. 
Never leave a space heater 
unattended.

• Candles: Never leave 
candles burning unat-
tended. Extinguish them 
before leaving the room. 
Even better, switch to bat-
tery-powered candles.

For more fire safety tips 
for both on and off cam-
pus, visit www.mass.gov/
dfs.
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Keolis and MBTA launch NaviLens pilot to help blind and low vision riders navigate stations

September is College Fire Safety Month

Special to the Times-Free Press

Keolis Commuter Ser-
vices, the operating part-
ner for the MBTA Com-
muter Rail, has introduced 
a pilot to test NaviLens at 
North Station and Salem 
Station. This technology 
allows passengers who are 
blind or have low vision 
to navigate the stations 
with a smartphone app. 
When riders scan bright-
ly colored QR-style codes 
posted in the stations the 
NaviLens app will then 
help them find the cor-
rect platform, provide re-
al-time train information, 

and guide them to exits or 
other landmarks with au-
dio navigation and haptic 
feedback.

“The MBTA welcomes 
and supports every oppor-
tunity to make our system 
easier to access, especially 
for riders who depend on 
it most,” said MBTA Gen-
eral Manager and CEO 
Phillip Eng. “I’m proud 
of the work by Keolis and 
our System-wide Accessi-
bility team to provide the 
new NaviLens technology 
pilot for riders who are 
blind or with low vision. 
The ability to access our 
Commuter Rail stations 

with confidence further 
supports riders’ indepen-
dence, and we look for-
ward to the deployment of 
this innovative technology 
pilot in additional stations 
soon.”

“Ensuring that all pas-
sengers can safely access 
the Commuter Rail is a top 
priority for Keolis,” said 
Abdellah Chajai, GM and 
CEO of Keolis Commuter 
Services. “NaviLens has 
the potential to give rid-
ers who are blind or have 
low vision the confidence 
to independently navigate 
our stations. We’re look-
ing forward to partnering 

with the MBTA to pilot 
NaviLens at several other 
stations in the system.”

The NaviLens pilot will 
soon add four more stops 
on the Newburyport/Rock-
port Commuter Rail Line 
at Lynn, Chelsea, Swamp-
scott, and Beverly. Keolis 
will gather feedback from 
riders and work with the 
MBTA’s System-wide Ac-
cessibility team to better 
understand all of the ways 
that the technology could 
be used and implemented 
in support of accessible 
wayfinding.

Riders will have the 
opportunity to learn about 

the new tool during sever-
al pop-up demonstrations 
at North Station in the 
coming weeks. They will 
be held on August 30th 
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.; 
September 17th from 7 
a.m. until 11 a.m.; and on 
September 26th from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. All are 
welcome to attend. Pas-
sengers who cannot attend 
one of the pop-ups should 
feel free to reach out to 
Keolis Customer Ser-
vice to learn more about 
NaviLens.

Keolis Commuter Ser-
vices has marked its tenth 
year operating and main-

taining the Massachusetts 
Bay Transportation Au-
thority’s commuter rail 
system, the fifth largest 
commuter rail operation in 
North America. KCS is a 
subsidiary of Keolis North 
America (KNA), both 
headquartered in Boston, 
and employs approximate-
ly 2,400 people throughout 
the region. KCS and KNA 
are part of Keolis Group, 
an innovative global lead-
er in transit services with 
more than a century of 
passenger transportation 
experience and operations 
in 13 countries.

Owners should also speak 
with their veterinarian 
about mosquito repellents 
approved for use in ani-
mals and vaccinations to 
prevent West Nile virus 
(WNV) and EEE. If an an-
imal is suspected of hav-
ing WNV or EEE, owners 
are required to report to 

the Department of Agri-
cultural Resources, Di-
vision of Animal Health 
by calling 617-626-1795, 
and to the Department of 
Public Health by calling 
617-983-6800.

More information, in-
cluding all WNV and 
EEE positive results, can 

be found on the Arbovi-
rus Surveillance Informa-
tion web page at Mosqui-
to-borne Diseases | Mass.
gov, which is updated dai-
ly, or by calling the DPH 
Division of Epidemiology 
at 617-983-6800.

West Nile //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

City Paws //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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LA COLABORATIVA 
DEPLOYS FIRST 
CONTAINERIZED 
URBAN FARM IN 
CHELSEA

CHELSEA - La Co-
laborativa, a preeminent 
Latinx-led nonprofit or-
ganization focused on 
empowering Latinx resi-
dents and enhancing qual-
ity of life, is excited to 
announce the launch of 
the youth-centered Freight 
Farm Urban Agriculture 
Program. 

Beginning this commu-
nity-centered project, La 
Colaborativa has deployed 
the first containerized ur-
ban farming unit in Chel-
sea and the greater region, 
which will be operated by 
youth enrolled in La Co-
laborativa’s workforce 
training programs.

“For decades, we have 
worked diligently to ad-
dress health disparities and 
environmental injustice 
in Chelsea and the greater 
region,” said La Colabo-
rativa Executive Director 
Gladys Vega. “With our 
new Freight Farm, we’re 
thrilled to embark on a 
transformative project that 
will empower youth, ad-
vance urban agriculture, 
and enhance the health of 
our community.”

This marks the begin-
ning of a major food securi-
ty and health equity project 
aimed at boosting access to 
healthy, culturally familiar 
produce, including hydro-
ponically grown herbs, 
lettuces, greens, and other 
vegetables.

“As climate change and 
gentrification intensify, 
residents across the com-
munity are grappling with 
rising prices and grave 
food insecurity,” said Alex 
Train, COO of La Colab-
orativa. “We’re excited to 
deploy this unique model 
to address social determi-
nants of health, while set-
ting out pathways for our 
youth to pursue careers 
that can transform their 
community.”

The ultimate aim of the 
project is to prevent chron-
ic diseases through local-
ly-grown, culturally fa-
miliar produce and healthy 
cooking techniques. and 
the environment while 
launching a new youth 
development program fo-
cused on training young 
adults for careers in the 
food security, culinary, and 
nutrition fields.

In conjunction with 
Freight Farms, a pioneer 
in container farming tech-
nology, La Colaborativa is 
operating the first contain-
erized urban farming unit 
in Chelsea.

Harnessing the pow-
er of technology, the unit 
will cultivate up to 12,000 
pounds of fresh produce 
for the community each 
year. Grounded in the prin-
ciples of health equity, La 
Colaborativa’s efforts aim 
to comprehensively ad-
dress social determinants 
of health by increasing 
the volume, variety, and 
quality of fresh produce. 
Distributed through its 
large- scale food pantry 
and mobile market, El Ver-
dulero, fresh vegetables 
from the freight farm will 
reduce the detrimental ef-
fects of food deserts, im-
prove physical and mental 
health, and lessen house-
hold costs - a vital lifeline 
as rent, utility, and living 
costs sharply grow.

Through La Colabora-
tiva’s Youth Development 
Program, a cohort of young 
adults interested in pursu-
ing careers in climate re-
silience, food security, and 
environmental disciplines 
will gain hands-on experi-
ence operating the Freight 
Farm. Looking towards 
our shared future, this part-
nership introduces a multi-
faceted program aimed at 
empowering youth to cul-
tivate skills and pursue ca-
reer ambitions that reveal 
economic opportunity. In 
parallel, youth will be con-
nected to educational and 
career pathways that can 
positively impact the com-

munity. Youth contributing 
to the freight farm will also 
be supported through ro-
bust mentorship and lead-
ership development activ-
ities.

The project is informed 
by a lineage of environ-
mental justice. Over 30 
years ago, La Colaborati-
va established the Chelsea 
Green Space Committee. 
Since then, La Colabora-
tiva has spearheaded air 
quality mitigation, health 
equity, open space, and 
food security initiatives 
that have dramatically im-
proved the environment of 
Chelsea.

Building off of this 
foundation, this new ini-
tiative seeks to catalyze 
lasting economic opportu-
nities for youth, with the 
ultimate goal of fostering 
generational community 
development through envi-
ronmental justice.

EVERETT HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL 
DRAWS LARGE 
TURNOUT 

EVERETT - Everett 
High School football con-
tinues to set the standard in 
the Greater Boston League.

Blending an immense-
ly popular Crimson Tide 

Pop Warner organization 
with the enthusiasm and 
the spirit of second-year 
head coach Justin Flores, 
the EHS program has more 
than 70 players in pre-sea-
son workouts, one of the 
largest turnouts in the re-
gion.

“Practices have been 
going well,” said Flores. 
“We’re excited to play Ar-
lington in our first scrim-
mage (Tuesday night). 
One of their offensive line-
men (Brady Bekkenhuis, a 
6-foot-4-inch, 295-pound
junior) is a BC-commit so
it will be a good test for our
line.”

Ortiz said the team will 
selects its captains for the 
2024 season next week.

Leading the Offense
Carlos Rodriguez is be-

ginning his second year 
as the starting quarter-
back. Manny Santiago has 
moved into a starting role 
as a running back. Kev-
in Diaz, who will start at 
linebacker, will also get 
some calls out of the of-
fensive backfield. Everett’s 
receiving corps consists of 
receivers are Yariel Ortiz,  
Lucas Brito, Elijah Lassit-
er, and John Barreios.  

A new look for Everett?
Justin Flores hinted that 

Everett football may have 
a new look in Week 3 of 
the season which is a home 
game versus Xaverian.

“We’re going to have 
something new this sea-
son for sure,” said Flores. 
“We’re going to wear 
the classic uniforms (San 
Francisco 49ers-style) in 
the opening game, but 
we’re going to spice it up 
a little bit this year, too. It’s 
going to be nice.”

Justin Flores’ memora-
ble recruiting trip to Man-
sfield

The Crimson Tide will 
open their season at home 
against Mansfield on Fri-
day, Sept. 6.

Flores recalled a re-
cruiting trip he made to 
Mansfield when he was an 
assistant coach at the Uni-
versity of Maine. Flores 
had traveled to Mansfield 
to evaluate a player’s col-
lege prospects, but one 
particular Everett High 
player hindered his plans 
during the game.

“It was my first year 
recruiting Massachusetts, 
and I went to the Ever-
ett-Mansfield game. I was 
there to see a running 
back and the [Maine] head 
coach called me at half-
time and asked, ‘How’s it 
going?’’’

“I said, there’s a kid 
from Everett that every 
time he touches the ball, 
he scores, so it’s hard to 
watch the running back get 
the ball,” recalled Flores. 

That Everett High player 
was Mikey Sainristil, who 
put on one of the greatest 
individual performances 
in school history. Sainristil 
had two touchdown recep-
tions [in the first half] and 
intercepted three passes 
to lead Everett to a 41-14 
victory over Mansfield on 

a night Mansfield dedicat-
ed its football stadium and 
had a capacity crowd on 
hand.

“It was nice to see that 
[performance by Sainris-
til],” said Flores.

Sainristil, of course, 
went on to play college 
football at Michigan, help-
ing the Wolverines win the 
2023 national champion-
ship before being selected 
in the NFL Draft by the 
Washington Commanders.

COUNCIL TO 
CONTINUE DEBATE 
ON PROPOSED 
TRANSLATION AND 
INTERPRETATION 
ORDINANCE

REVERE - The city 
council will continue de-
bate on a proposed ordi-
nance for providing inter-
pretation and  translation 
services for public meet-
ings and documents.

During a public hearing 
on Monday night, Council 
President Anthony Cogli-
andro moved the ordinance 
to a future meeting of the 
legislative affairs subcom-
mittee.

While the proposed or-
dinance was in subcom-
mittee in the spring, Cog-
liandro noted that it has 
changed significantly since 
it was first presented in 
April.

At Monday night’s pub-
lic hearing, Claire Inzeril-
lo from the city solicitor’s 
office outlined the city ad-
ministration’s opposition 
to the proposed ordinance.

While Inzerillo praised 
the intent of the ordinance, 
she said it would conflict 
with the city’s recently ad-
opted  Language Access 
Plan (LAP) and cause bud-
getary issues.

“A dedicated group of 
city employees have been 
implementing the LAP 
since its adoption earli-
er this year, and we are 
making great progress in 
the collection and catego-
rization of material from 
our various department 
heads,” said Inzerillo.

When the LAP is ful-
ly implemented, Inzerillo 
said it will provide notices 
for availability for inter-
pretation of public meet-
ings and for small group 
interactions.

“An example of this is 
when we have a business 
owner come in to talk 
about a small business 
loan, which happens quite 
often,” Inzerillo said. “The 
city’s offerings for inter-
pretation will exist on a 
by-request basis once this 
initial collection phase has 
been completed.”

Vital city documents 
will be translated following 
federal Housing and Urban 
Development guidelines 
where a language is spo-
ken by either 5 percent of 
residents or 1,000 people, 
whichever is less.

“For all services, how-
ever, written or spoken, 
residents will be able to 

request their language 
with the city making a 
good faith effort to provide 
said language service,” 
said Inzerillo. “There are 
detailed policies and pro-
cedures and a timeline, 
which are outlined in the 
LAP that city staff use to 
ensure meaningful access 
to services by all the folks 
who are living in our com-
munity.”

While the ordinance 
before the city council is 
well intended, Inzerillo 
said, it sets unreasonable 
standards that conflict with 
the LAP the city is work-
ing on. She noted that in 
the month of August alone, 
there were 21 municipal 
meetings that would have 
had to be translated under 
the ordinance, several of 
which had either minimal 
or no attendance from res-
idents.

“This demonstrates why 
our LAP operates on a 
by-request basis for inter-
pretation services, to en-
sure that we are not wast-
ing precious time, energy, 
or money in a needless 
manner,” Inzerillo said. 
“We stand on the oppos-
ing side tonight because of 
the fundamental budgetary 
differences that exist be-
tween the two. A city the 
size of Lynn or Worcester 
may have the bandwidth 
to provide this … for all 
meetings and all docu-
ments, but with a new high 
school on the horizon and a 
small group of employees 
we have at city hall, the 
proposal before you right 
now is unobtainable.”

TOWN CONTINUES 
WORK ON FIRE 
STATION SITE 
SELECTION

WINTHROP - The 
town basketball courts on 
Walden Street and the old 
middle school are the two 
sites the town is focusing 
on as a potential site for a 
new fire station.

Last November, voters 
rejected an approximately 
$40 million debt exclu-
sion vote that would have 
funded the building of a 
new fire station at the Wad-
sworth Building site on 
Winthrop Street, replacing 
the two current stations on 
Pauline Street and Shirley 
Avenue, both of which are 
over a century old.

At last week’s regu-
lar town council meeting, 
Town Manager Tony Ma-
rino said the town is final-
izing survey questions for 
residents on their thoughts 
about the fire station loca-
tion.

Council President Jim 
Letterie also provided an 
update on how and when 
a possible debt exclusion 
vote for one of the two 
sites could appear on an 
election ballot.

“At our last meeting, the 
council approved a request 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

See REGION Page 9

PHOTOS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE 
EAST BOSTON TIMES ON SEPT. 25TH

The First Day at School can  
be a very happy & special day for both parents, 

grandparents & children. 

PLEASE SHARE 
THOSE PHOTOS 

WITH US
Please provide:
•Child’s Name
•Newspaper to be published in
Email photos to:

promo@reverejournal.com

FIRST 
DAY AT 
SCHOOL

Back to School!

Lucia Cerbone, Alexandria Gianetti, Ava Meriano, Danni Hope Randall, 
Sabrina Visconti

Sophia

Jax
Lauren

Sophia and Ava

GiGi

Maya

Yassmina

Jaliene

Robert Bettano wishing his cousin 
Juliet Bettano (hugging) and Sister Anabel Bettano

Maya

Cielo Ramirez , Jillian Schraffa , Samarah Paiva, Sofia 
Visconti and Kaitlyn Hurley

 Jaliah

Zachary

Julianna

Raffael

Domennic and Mia

Austin , Gerry, and Matthew  

 Daniella and Julianna

Sofia, Gerry and Joseph and Sabrina 

 Daniella and Juliana

Adriana
Eva and Ella

Isabella

Sophia and Matthew

Tony

Jake and Ryan

Jackson

DEADLINE 
FRI, SEPT. 20TH

Photo already on your phone?

Scan here, to send your
email! Just Attach it!

PHOTOS RECEIVED WITHOUT INFO WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED

Wednesday was the Town of Winthrop’s first day of school, students and parents arrive early at the William P. Gorman Fort 
Banks Elementary School. 

 It’s Back to School Time 
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     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Boston Centers for 
Youth & Families (BCYF) 
is proud to announce the 
opportunity for Boston 
students and schools to 
participate in the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee pro-
gram through the 17th An-
nual BCYF Spelling Bee.   

Boston students of pub-
lic, charter, pilot, and pa-
rochial schools as well as 
home-schooled students 
are eligible to participate 
in BCYF’s Bee this spring 
only after they have won 
a Bee held at a Boston 
school.   In addition to 
improving students’ spell-
ing skills and broadening 
their vocabulary, Spelling 
Bee participation pro-
vides valuable experience 
in developing self-con-
fidence—a necessary 
skill for success in public 
speaking and performing 
arts.

 How to get involved:  
• Register your Boston 

school with Scripps Na-
tional Spelling Bee online 
by December 31, 2024 at 
www.spellingbee.com/
enrollment. This will also 
serve as your registration 
for BCYF’s Bee. (Save 
money by opting into Ear-
ly Enrollment by October 
31, 2024).

• Pay the enrollment fee 
of $185 to Scripps Nation-
al Spelling Bee.

• Hold a school spelling 
bee on or before Friday, 
February 28, 2025.

• Submit winner’s name 
and bio form to BCYF by 
5:00 p.m. on Friday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2025.

• Cheer on your school’s 
representative speller at 
the 17th Annual BCYF 
Spelling Bee on Saturday, 
March 15, 2025!

Benefits of participa-
tion:

• Exclusive online ac-
cess to the teachers-only 
section of spellingbee.
com.

• Official pronouncer 
guides for use in conduct-
ing classroom and school 
bees.

• Access to The Great 
Words, Great Works read-
ing list with all source 
books, organized by read-
ing level.

• Supplemental vocab-
ulary materials for class-
room and school levels.

• Customizable certifi-
cates for your participants 
and school champion.

• A one year subscrip-
tion to Britannica Online 
for kids to award to a par-
ticipant in your school bee 
program (2 subscriptions 
if you enroll before Sep-

tember 30).
• Words of the Champi-

ons, a 4,000 word student 
study guide for school 
champions, and a 450 
word school spelling bee 
study list.

The champion of the 
17th Annual BCYF Spell-
ing Bee will win a trip to 
Washington, D.C. to com-
pete in the 2025 Scripps 
National Spelling Bee. 
All finalists will receive 
a trophy and the second 
and third place finish-
ers will win an Amazon 

Fire table, and Amazon 
gift card. 

In 2008, BCYF started 
a new tradition for Bos-
ton by hosting the first 
citywide Spelling Bee in 
over 70 years. Since then, 
BCYF, with the support of 
the Boston Bruins Foun-
dation, has continued the 
tradition of the BCYF 
Spelling Bee. Each year, 
family members, friends, 
and teachers proudly 
cheer on the spellers at the 
Citywide Spelling Bee in 
March.

To place a memoriam in the 
Times Free Press,  please call 781-485-0588
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Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 3 inch
$360.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING ROOFING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Delco Utilities, Inc.

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICES

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140ISMA CERTIFIED  FULLY INSURED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MA #E32101

oB st ts oe n

B

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

oB st ts oe n

B

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

oB st ts oe n

B

Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

Chimney Repairs
Gutters

Carpentry
Roof Repairs
Replacement

Painting • Siding
Foundations

617-377-0527
Call for a FREE Estimate!

CLEANING 
SERVICES CONTRACTOR

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

DEADLINES: For classified line 
ads, deadlines are Monday 
by 4 p.m.
___________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 
4 week special! Call 781-485-
0588.

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

Students urged to register for the BCYF Spelling Bee
from the school commit-
tee to put an override on 
the ballot,” said Letterie. 
“Now we are looking at 
potentially there is a fire-
house, potentially there is 
a citizens’ petition to put 
3A on. So I asked the town 
clerk to call to see what 
other options we have, and 
my understanding is … 
we could have a separate 
ballot, a town ballot for ei-
ther a citizens’ petition or a 
debt exclusion for this No-
vember or whenever we 
choose.”

Letterie said there 
would be an additional 
cost to the town if there is 
a separate ballot for either 
or both questions.

Town Clerk Denise 
Quist said if there was a 
ballot question during the 
presidential election in 
November it would cost 
the town close to $16,000 
because the town has to 
abide by all state laws re-
lated to early voting and 
notifications to voters.

“If we do that, and 
then we have another bal-
lot question anyway in 
a month or so, that will 
be another additional 
$16,000,” said Quist.

In addition to the efforts 
to select a site for a new 
fire station, Marino said 

there are also plans under-
way for potential repairs to 
reinforce the floors in the 
engine bays of the Pauline 
Street station.

“There’s a plan in place 
to put a small retaining 
wall down there so we can 
isolate just where the bays 
are so we can remove the 
floor, put the fill in, and 
then pour a new concrete 
floor over that,” said Mari-
no. “Then we are also get-
ting pricing and plans, we 
would lose the steam boil-
er at that point, for what 
mini-splits and electric 
heat would cost upstairs.”

Marino said there is no 
imminent threat for the 
floor to fall in at the Pau-
line Street station, but that 
it is something that the 
town needs to address.

“We are looking at po-
tentially taking one of the 
engines out that we don’t 
use on a regular basis and 
maybe putting it over at 
the old DPW garage … 
so there would be closeby 
access for it, but we would 
also lose half the weight 
on the floor,” said Marino. 
“We are looking at a few 
different things, but we 
want to get a fine-tuned 
cost before we bring it to 
the council.”

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

For a Founding Father,
he doesn’t know much about helping

a kid get a student loan.

Not everyone in the government knows everything
about the government. So when you need official info
about Social Security, getting a student loan, renewing
a driver’s license, or if you’re just checking your local
weather, go to FirstGov.gov. A monumental source of
useful information.
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MERIDIAN ST. & BENNINGTON ST.
From Maverick St. to Porter St.

and Porter St. to Day Square

Questions? Email us at info@openstreetsboston.org or call 311

LIVE ART & 
ENTERTAINMENT

FAMILY 
FUN ZONE

HEALTH & 
WELLNESS

STREETS FOR 
THE PEOPLE

BOSTON.GOV/OPEN-STREETS

Experience East Boston in a whole new way 
through Open Streets! Grab your friends and 
family and join us for a fun-filled day 
of walking, skating, biking and activities 
on a car-free Bennington St. and Prescott St. 
to Meridian St. and London St.
Streets Close at 9 a.m.   Activities start at 10:30 a.m.

SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER

15
10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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M

Y
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CY
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K
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