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Boston City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta (District 
1) submitted comments to 
the Boston Zoning Com-
mission last week regard-
ing the zoning text amend-
ment of Article 53, East 
Boston Neighborhood 
District from PLAN: East 
Boston. A central tenet of 
Coletta’s comments in-
cluded calling on the May-
or’s administration to hold 
the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals (ZBA) accountable 
to the approved zoning 
amendment. She request-
ed written correspondence 
to ensure the ZBA will up-

hold new zoning regula-
tions set under the recently 
approved plan.

In her letter, Councilor 
Coletta said, “It is vital 
that the Zoning Board of 
Appeals be held account-
able to uphold and enforce 
these zoning changes ap-
proved by the BPDA and 
this Commission, should 
it codify the proposed text 
amendment. It would be 
devastating for the ZBA to 
unravel five years of deep 
partnership, and ultimate-
ly wasting valuable city re-
sources, by granting vari-
ances to the new rules we 

Story & Photos by Marianne Salza 

Patrick J. Kennedy 
School (PJK) 6th grader, 
Vincent Phan, received the 
Boston Scores “Poet of the 
Year Award,” on April 26 
in recognition of his elo-
quence and performance. 
The 12-year-old was the 
winner of a poetry slam 
amongst over a dozen Bos-
ton Public School students. 
He was applauded for his 
articulateness and creativ-
ity. 

Vincent’s composition, 
“Achievements,” describes 
tenacity, taking pride in 
oneself, and the thrill of 
fulfillment; whether it is 

“swallowing 10 marshmal-
lows” or setting a personal 
“world record.”

“Every year, we have a 

poets’ banquet, where two 
students from all of our 
schools write an original 
poem, memorize it, and 
perform it in front of an au-
dience,” said Rebeca Vil-
latoro, Elementary School 
Enrichment Coordinator, 
Boston Scores. “The judg-
es felt particularly im-
pressed by Vincent’s poem. 
Multiple people from my 
office tell me that when 
they need a little bit of en-
ergy, they’ll read his poem. 
It’s so motivating.” 

Villatoro presented Vin-
cent with a plaque and Bos-
ton Scores’ first “Poet of 

the Year” scholarship. Bos-
ton Scores is a non-profit 
organization that collabo-
rates with Boston Public 
Schools to provide urban 
youth with after-school 
soccer and enrichment 
classes. 

Retired PJK teacher, 
Cynthia Grant-Carter, Soc-
cer/Writing Coordinator, 
Boston Scores, commend-
ed Vincent for his hard 
work, congratulated him 
for his accomplishments, 
and expressed her confi-
dence in him as he contin-
ues his education next year 
at Boston Latin School.

Vincent Phan receives ‘Poet of the Year Award’

Brenda Bailey, Writing Coach, Boston Scores, and retired PJK teacher, Cynthia Grant-Carter, 
PJK Soccer/Writing Coordinator, Boston Scores, and retired PJK teacher, Dung Phan, and 
his son, Vincent Phan, recipient of the “Poet of the Year” award, Marcus Bevel, soccer coach 
and PJK paraprofessional, and Ralph Colson, soccer coach

Boston Scores “Poet of the Year,” Vincent Phan, standing 
with his fellow soccer team, as he recites his award-winning 
poem.

Coletta pushes ZBA 
to uphold and enforce 
new zoning with 
PLAN: East Boston

See ZONING Page 9

GSCA discusses recent
Mount Carmel meeting 

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

After years of work, the 
zoning recommendations 
laid out in the Boston 
Planning and Develop-
ment Agency’s (BPDA) 
neighborhood planning 
initiative, PLAN: East 
Boston, are set to be en-
acted after the Boston 
Zoning Commission 
approved text and map 
amendments to the neigh-
borhood’s zoning during a 
hearing last week. 

PLAN: East Boston, 
which the BPDA Board 
adopted in January, has 

been in the works since 
2018 and sets out to guide 
growth in the neighbor-
hood, according to Kristi-
na Ricco of the BPDA. 

After six years of com-
munity engagement, 
which included more than 
200 events, meetings with 
an advisory group, and 
more, PLAN: East Bos-
ton was developed and 
includes recommenda-
tions for the public realm, 
transportation, policy con-
siderations, as well as land 
use and built form — also 

Zoning Commission 
approves latest 
PLAN: East Boston 
zoning amendments

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

At its monthly meet-
ing on Monday, the Gove 
Street Citizens Associa-
tion (GSCA) discussed 
the potential development 
of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church after a 
meeting was held regard-
ing the subject last week. 

Last week, a prelim-
inary meeting was held 
regarding the potential 
development of Mount 
Carmel Church. Essential-
ly, a new local proponent 
is in talks to buy part of 

a project from RISE To-
gether that was previously 
approved by the Boston 
Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA). 

However, the prospec-
tive proponent has a new 
preliminary plan instead 
of purchasing part of 
the project and building 
what was previously ap-
proved at the church site 
—14 condos—four af-
fordable—and 13 parking 
spaces. 

The preliminary plan 

See PLAN Page 8

See GSCA Page 8

The third annual Marathon 
Daffodil Dash was held on 
The Track at Suffolk Downs. 
Above, the 9-and-10-year-
olds start their run.
Right, runners are cheered 
on by fellow runners.
See pages 4 and 5 for more 
photos.

 THIRD ANNUAL MARATHON DAFFODIL DASH
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By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Two weeks ago, the 
Mayor’s Office of Neigh-
borhood Services (ONS) 
invited residents to partici-
pate in a meeting in which 
the plans for this year’s 
rendition of the Suffolk 
Downs Concert Series were 
outlined. 

As part of the presen-
tation, Josh Bhatti of The 
Bowery Presents, the ven-
ue’s Operator, reviewed 
some general information 
about the venue, reviewed 
last year’s series, and dis-
cussed changes coming this 
year. 

The venue, dubbed the 
Stage, will hold 8,500 peo-
ple and will have a season 
from May through October. 

Bhatti went through a 
typical show schedule for 
this year, which indicat-
ed soundchecks would be 
early in the afternoon, with 
parking lots opening at 4:00 
p.m. and doors opening at 
5:30 p.m. 

Moreover, concerts are 
typically scheduled to be-
gin at 7:00 p.m. and end at 
10:30 p.m., with the park-
ing lots emptying by 11:30 
p.m. 

“A little different than 
2023, where those were 
more festival-based events 
where the gates opened 
earlier in the day. Music 
started around 3:00 p.m. 
for those and ran til 10:30 
p.m.,” said Bhatti. 

“This is kind of looking 
for a more typical concert 
schedule with a headliner 
and a support act or two,” 
he added. 

There are also plans for a 
live event hotline that peo-
ple can text or call, which 
will be monitored during 
events. The hotline is 617-
945-4208. 

After outlining general 
information about the ven-
ue, Bhatti reviewed im-
provements slated for the 
concerts this year. “We’re 
always continuing to im-
prove our operations at our 
venues,” said Bhatti. 

While Bhatti thought 
that the concerts held last 
June “went well,” regard-
ing noise complaints, he 
acknowledged that during 
a Friday concert in Septem-
ber, there were “a number 
of” noise complaints that 
were then addressed at the 
following day’s show. 

Regarding sound miti-
gation for 2024, the ven-
ue’s decibel limit is being 
lowered, the sound will be 
monitored in the venue, and 

a sound engineer will re-
cord sound readings in the 
neighborhood. 

As for access improve-
ments, paved paths will 
be added throughout the 
venue. Regarding traffic, 
Bhatti spoke about the con-
tinued use of a comprehen-
sive traffic management 
plan and working with de-
partments such as Boston, 
Revere, State, and MBTA 
police. 

He also discussed con-
tinuing to work with com-
panies like Lyft and Uber to 
improve geofencing so that 
GPS sends drivers to the 
correct pick-up and drop-
off locations. 

“We had problems 
with some drivers picking 
up riders outside of the 
geofenced area, so we’re 
really working with them 
[Lyft and Uber] to drill that 
down as well as within the 
site once the drivers get 
into the site,” said Bhatti. 

Other changes include 
improved lighting around 
roadways and parking lots. 
Improved lighting on To-
masello Way was specifi-
cally mentioned in the pre-
sentation. 

Moreover, there are 
plans to stop selling alcohol 
30 minutes before a con-
cert’s scheduled end time.

Finally, regarding secu-
rity and the venue’s emer-
gency response plan, there 
will be more monitoring at 
entry points and more EMS 
and ambulance services. 
Bhatti also mentioned 
working with Boston Po-
lice to improve its security 
plan. 

As for the 2024 concert 
schedule, there could be up 
to 12 this season. The pro-
jected schedule displayed 
at the meeting, which is 
subject to change, was as 
follows: 

May 18th - The Avett 
Brothers 

June 7th - Tentative/
TBD

June 28th - A Day to Re-
member 

July 27th - Faye Webster 
August 9th - TBA
August 17th - TBA
August 19th - King Giz-

zard and The Lizard Wizard
August 29th - TBA 
August 30th - TBA 
September 6th - Tenta-

tive/TBD
September 7th -Tenta-

tive/TBD
September 14th - Tenta-

tive/TBD
“Some of these are ten-

tative concerts that may or 
may not happen — espe-

cially the ones in Septem-
ber — we’re still in the 
planning phases there but 
wanted to put those out 
there,” said Bhatti. 

After the presentation, 
the floor was opened for the 
audience to ask questions 
and provide comments. 

One attendee had asked 
if the team had considered 
other venue layouts, such 
as where the stage and oth-
er amenities are located. 

Tom O’Brien of the 
HYM Investment Group, 
Suffolk Downs’ owner, 
indicated several options 
were considered. 

Specifically, O’Brien 
listed several factors in 
developing the site layout, 
such as sound, emergency 
access to the site, and ac-
cess to the stage for equip-
ment, and said, “We did 
think carefully about a lot 
of different ideas, and this 
we believe is the best.” 

Another attendee spoke 
about sound concerns and 
said that his son was hear-
ing the concerts from Win-
throp. 

O’Brien acknowledged 
that friends of his in Win-
throp had told him they 
could hear the sound on 
the aforementioned Friday 
concert last September and 
apologized. 

“I think the problem 
was that one September 
15th show, and again, les-
son learned, we’re posting 
more in the way of sound 
monitoring, we’re going 
to try and direct the sound 
a little bit better,” said 
O’Brien. 

Another attendee spoke 

on behalf of the Friends of 
Belle Isle Marsh, indicated 
the importance of animal 
species at the marsh, and 
asked if there was consid-
eration to directing sound 
onto route 1A instead of the 
marsh. 

In response, O’Brien in 
part, reiterated his previous 
point about all the factors 
considered in developing 
the layout and pointed out 
working with Friends of 
Belle Isle Marsh and mak-
ing investments to help the 
marsh. 

“We like to consider our-
selves as people who have 
been allies of the people 
who care about the marsh 
as well,” said O’Brien. 

District A-7 Police Cap-
tain Dean Bickerton also 
had some questions about 
the concerts. First, he asked 
about sound mitigation 
during weekday concerts, 
especially if they fall on a 
day when school is in ses-
sion. 

Bhatti had indicated they 
thought they avoided con-
certs on school days this 
year. They are working to 
identify sound impacts on 
schools and will use that in-
formation in the future for 
concerts that might fall on 
school days. 

It should be noted that 
Manuela Villa Gomez, East 
Boston’s Neighborhood Li-
aison, mentioned that some 
of the Charter Schools in 
the neighborhood start 
school in August. 

Bickerton also asked 
about parking on Walde-

See CONCERTS Page 3
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COLLEGE PROTESTERS 
SHOULD EMBRACE 
BEING ARRESTED

Acts of civil disobedience by definition imply that a 
person knowingly is breaking the law and is willing to 
accept the legal consequences.

When Rosa Parks took a seat at the front of that bus 
in Alabama and was arrested in 1955, she set off a legal 
battle -- which eventually resulted in the striking down 
of the segregationist law as unconstitutional -- that ig-
nited the modern civil rights movement.

Photos of Parks being fingerprinted at the police sta-
tion galvanized Americans everywhere (well, except in 
the Deep South) and made her an icon of the struggle 
for justice and equality.

Just a few years ago, the 1960s peace activist Jane 
Fonda, now in her 80s, was at it again, being arrested 
on the steps of the Capitol building weekly, this time to 
protest the lack of action by the government to tackle 
climate change.

Being arrested has been a badge of honor by protest-
ers for whom being placed into handcuffs represents the 
ultimate act of defiance of those in power.

But the students today who are occupying college 
campuses in violation of university policies want to 
have it both ways: They want to defy the authorities, 
but feel that they are entitled to have carte blanche to do 
so without any consequences.

Admission to a prestigious school does not entitle a 
person to special treatment when it comes to laws that 
apply to everybody. Yes, the students have a right to 
protest. But school officials also have the obligation 
to keep their campuses open and safe for all students. 
When these protesting students break the law and the 
rules of their campuses, they should be willing -- with 
defiant joy -- to accept the consequences.

Unless these students are willing to have some skin 
in the game, so to speak, their moral outrage amounts to 
nothing more than a frivolous exercise.

 

OPPONENTS OF AID TO
UKRAINE SHOULD 
WATCH FRANKLIN

Here’s the plot-line: A world superpower, led by a 
ruler-for-life who does not tolerate dissent, invades a 
young sovereign nation, which at one time had been 
part of the superpower, with a large military force in or-
der to restore the young nation to its sphere of influence. 
The young nation seeks the aid of another superpower 
in the world in order to fight off the invading force and 
to assert its claim to independence and freedom.

This very well could describe the situation today 
among Ukraine, Russia, and the United States, but 
that’s also the scenario that unfolded 250 years ago 
when the United States proclaimed its independence 
from England and needed military assistance from 
France in order to fight back against the might of the 
British Empire.

The new Apple TV+ series, Franklin, chronicles the 
effort by Benjamin Franklin (who is played superbly 
by Michael Douglas) to enlist the aid of France in our 
fight against King George, who invaded America with 
a vastly-superior army and navy to squash our quest for 
freedom and democracy.

The Americans lacked everything -- uniforms, mus-
kets, artillery, ships -- that they needed to fight off the 
British. Without Franklin’s diplomacy that persuaded 
the French to provide America with the means to de-
fend itself, we never could have won the Revolutionary 
War, which lasted a long eight years from the firing of 
the first shots at Concord in April, 1775, to the Treaty of 
Paris in September, 1783.

Prior to the French government formally declaring 
its alliance with the United States, French citizens who 
sympathized with the Americans, most notably the 
Marquis de Lafayette, defied their country’s official 
policy and fought with the Americans, providing both 
moral support to our army and highlighting the justice 
of our cause to everyone around the world.

Those who oppose our aid to Ukraine (which Con-
gress finally approved after a delay of six months) in or-
der to help the Ukrainians repel the barbarous invasion 
by Vladimir Putin would do well to watch the Franklin 
mini-series on Apple TV+.

They would be reminded that the lesson of history 
is plain: Freedom isn’t free and, to paraphrase Martin 
Luther King, tyranny anywhere is tyranny everywhere.

Suffolk Downs Concert Series discussed at community meeting

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu (fourth from left) joins Tree Eastie, their founder Bill Masterson and many volunteers as they plant a 
series of new trees to celebrate Arbor Day at the East Boston Memorial Park.

PLANTING TREES ON ARBOR DAY
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mar Avenue, the issue of 
concertgoers parking there, 
and whether there has been 
progress in working with 
the Transportation Depart-
ment to make the area resi-
dent-only parking. 

Bhatti responded, “I 
don’t think we have a fi-
nal discussion. Obviously, 
we have no opposition to 
that — I think that would 
be desirable if BTD (Bos-
ton Transportation Depart-
ment) is in favor of it.” 

As the discussion con-
tinued, several union repre-
sentatives spoke in favor of 
the concert series. 

Additionally, one attend-
ee had asked if concerts 
could be added to the list 
shown, to which the answer 
was no. The attendee also 
emphasized the importance 
of trash pick-up. 

Ultimately, several other 
topics, such as the timing 
of sound checks, especial-
ly when school is in ses-

sion, were discussed before 
the end of the meeting. 
O’Brien made the point 
that in the future if there 
are concerts during school 
days, sound checks will not 
occur until after school has 
been dismissed.  

Following this meeting, 
The Bowery Presents had 
an Entertainment Applica-
tion hearing that Thursday 

for the concerts. The mat-
ter was said to be under 
advisement, and a written 
decision would be issued. 

As of Monday after-
noon, the Mayor’s press 
office indicated a decision 
has yet to be made. 

For more information 
about this year’s concerts, 
visit https://stageatsuffolk-
downs.com/.

EASTIE MAN 
PLEADS GUILTY

Alvaro Larrama, 40, 
of East Boston pleaded 
guilty to manslaughter in 
the March 2022 stabbing 
death of Marine veteran 
Daniel Martinez, 23, who 
was in Boston with friends 
for St. Patrick’s Day 
weekend.  The stabbing 
occurred outside of the 
Sons of Boston bar, where 
Larrama was working as a 
bouncer.  Judge Josh Wall 
sentenced Larrama to 17-
20 years in prison.  Many 
of Martinez’s family 
members and friends were 
present at the hearing and 
delivered impact state-
ments, which are attached. 

“The loving memories 
expressed today by so 
many of Daniel’s fami-
ly and friends point to a 
young man very loved and 
very missed, a person who 
served his country honor-
ably and gave unselfishly 
to his family, friends and 
community at all times.  
I extend my most sincere 
sympathies to Daniel’s 
loved ones and I thank 
them for their moving 
words today,” District At-
torney Kevin Hayden said.

Assistant District At-
torney Caitlin Grasso 
represented the Common-
wealth. Larrama was rep-
resented by Attorney Ger-
asimos Antzoulatos.

HARBOR VIEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION 
MEETING

The next meeting of the 
Harbor View Neighbor-
hood Association will be 
on May 6, 2024, at 6 p.m. 
The meeting is In Person 
only but will be streamed 
via Facebook for archival 
purposes. Attendance on 
Facebook does not quali-
fy for voting. The meeting 
will be held in the Sale-
sian Boys and Girls Club 
cafeteria, across from the 
Brooke Charter School on 
Byron Street. You can ac-
cess the meeting from the 
front door on Byron Street 

or from the rear door on 
Wordsworth Street, which 
is the handicap entry, to 
avoid the stairs. Since we 
are indoors, masks are op-
tional for those in atten-
dance.

La proxima reunion de 
Harbor View Neighbor-
hood Association esta en  
6 de mayo a las 6pm. La 
reunion esta en persona 
y via Facebook. La asis-
tencia en Facebook no 
califica para vota. Llega 
a la cafeteria del Salesian 
Boys y Girls Club por la 
calle Byron al otro lado 
de Brooke Charter School. 
Pueda usar la entrada pric-
ipal por la calle Byron o la 
entrada en calle de Word-
sworth. La entrada de cal-
le Wordsworth no tienne 
escaleras por personas con 
discapacidades. El cubre 
bocas sera opcional pues-
to que estaremos adentro.

Agenda
Welcome/Introduction 

(5min)
ONS Manuela (Mela) 

Villa Gomez (5min) 
Neighborhood announce-
ments. 

Announcements (5min) 
Greenway Council, Tree 
Eastie, Love Your Block 
Thanks. St. Vincent de 
Paul Clothing Drive at St. 
Lazarus Parking Lot, May 
4th and May 5th.  ZBA 
hearing on 682 Sarato-
ga Street, May 7th 1pm.  
Salesian Boys and Girls 
Club 15th Annual Sum-
mer Camp Scholarship 
Auction Fundraiser, June 
20, 2024, at 6pm.   

Station 7 Police Report 
(15min) Captain Bick-
erton, Sgt. Cintolo, Offi-
cers Mosley, Alvarez and 
Figueroa. 

Brooke Charter School 
(15min) Mark Loring, 
COO, Brooke Charter 
Schools. VOTE on plans 
for 609-611 Bennington 
Street.

Boston Scores (15min) 
Kathryn Fenneman, Di-
rector of Communications 
to meet HVNA and share 
progress of the ongoing 
project.

Energy Savings (15min) 
Sarah, energy advocate, 

City of Boston, will pres-
ent some energy saving 
opportunities.

The next meeting of the 
HVNA will be on June 
3, 2024. Visit us at http://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/harborviewna or 
check our website at har-
borvieweastboston.com or 
board@harborviewna.org

FREE APPRAISAL 
DAY BY MANZI 
APPRAISERS

Calling all Boston de-
sign enthusiasts! Dust 
off your heirlooms, pol-
ish your collectibles, and 
get ready to VALUE the 
Things You LOVE with us 
at the SoWa Art & Design 
Center!

Join us for a FREE 
Appraisal Day hosted by 
Manzi Appraisers & Res-
toration, David Manzi, the 
company’s founder, will 
be offering verbal market 
evaluations of your cher-
ished possessions.

Date: May 2
Time: 12 PM - 5 PM 

(Stop in anytime!)
Location: SoWa Art & 

Design Center Lobby, 500 
Harrison Avenue, Boston, 
MA

What to Bring:
Up to 2 heirlooms, 

collectibles, furnishings, 
or artwork (hand-carried 
only)

For larger pieces, bring 
detailed photos

No RSVP required!
Learn the potential val-

ue of your treasured items.
Get expert advice on 

restoration from Manzi’s 
team.

Explore the vibrant 
SoWa Art & Design Cen-
ter, where numerous 
showrooms wilt be open 
to the public!

Don’t miss this exciting 
opportunity to rediscover 
the value in your cher-
ished possessions.

We look forward to see-
ing you there!

Call us at 617-948-2577 
or visit our Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.
com/ManziAppraisers/

Let’s value what mat-
ters, together.

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...
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Special to the Times-Free Press

With nearly 40% of 
food going unsold and un-
eaten and tens of millions 
of people facing food inse-
curity in the United States 
(including over 500,000 
in Massachusetts alone), 
food recovery organiza-
tion, Spoonfuls, debuted 
its “Pledge to Waste Less” 
this month.

The pledge aims to en-
gage individuals, busi-
nesses, schools, and com-
munity groups across the 
Commonwealth in com-
mitments to curb their 
wasted food footprints, 
with participants includ-
ing U.S. Congressman 
and Chair of the Hunger 
Caucus, Jim McGovern, 
State Representative Han-
nah Kane (along with all 
seven of her co-chairs on 
the bipartisan, bicameral 
Massachusetts Food Sys-
tem Caucus), and Boston 
City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta.

In a speech on the House 
floor last week, McGovern, 
whose decades-long politi-
cal career has centered on 
opportunities to end hun-
ger and build a stronger 
food system, said he’s fo-
cused on policy solutions, 
including building support 
for food recovery. “I’ve 
always said that, in Amer-
ica, we have a mismatch: 
Acres of fresh fruits and 
vegetables and some of 
the most talented farmers 
in the world, yet nearly 40 
million Americans go hun-
gry. We have enough food 
to feed everyone, yet so 
much goes to waste.”

C o n g r e s s w o m a n 
Chellie Pingree of Maine 
concurred. A member of 
the House Agriculture 
Committee and Ranking 
Member of the House Ap-
propriations Interior and 
Environmental Subcom-
mittee, Pingree cited the 
environmental impacts of 
wasted food as an impetus 

for her participation in the 
Pledge to Waste Less.

Said Pingree, “The stag-
gering amount of food 
waste in America is not 
only costly for families, 
businesses, and farmers 
but also has a huge envi-
ronmental impact. As I 
work in Congress to sup-
port food recovery, like 
fixing our outdated and 
confusing food date la-
beling system, I pledge 
to do my part at home to 
curb my food waste by 
using leftovers, making 
and sticking to grocery 
lists, and rethinking food 
date labels. For the sake of 
our planet, I urge others to 
consider taking the pledge, 
too.”

Spoonfuls’ pledge is 
part of a larger effort by 
the organization to call 
attention to the problem 
of wasted food and its im-
pact on people, planet, and 
the economy. By debuting 
the pledge during Earth 
Month, the organization, 
which picks up still-good, 
unsold food from retail-
ers, like grocery stores, 
and distributes it to food 
programs across the state, 
hopes to leverage broad 
interest in climate-focused 
initiatives to spotlight the 
role reducing wasted food 
can have.

The pledge is available 
online and paired with 
real-time recommenda-
tions for concrete action 
steps participants can take 
to curb their wasted food 
footprints. It has applica-

tions for households and 
businesses, which are each 
responsible for roughly 50 
percent of landfilled food 
in the U.S.

Said Spoonfuls’ Senior 
Director of Communica-
tions & Public Affairs, 
Joni Kusminsky, specif-
ically engaging policy-
makers in the pledge is a 
nod to the importance of 
public policy as a criti-
cal driver in making long 
term, systemic change in 
the food system. “We need 
individual action to curb 
waste and feed people,” 
said Kusminsky. “But 
sound public policy can 
help to underscore the im-
portance of those actions, 
drive future action, and 
make it possible for more 
people and businesses to 
take steps to reduce wasted 
food.”

Kusminsky points to 
Massachusetts’ Organics 
Waste Ban and pending 
state and federal legisla-
tion aimed at expanding 
food literacy and standard-
izing date labels as oppor-
tunities to bolster individu-
al action.

“With wasted food con-
suming over 6% of U.S. 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and 24% of landfill inputs, 
preventing wasted food 
is a way to honor the re-
sources it took to produce 
that food in the first place, 
mitigate the climate emer-
gency, and ensure more 
people have the food they 
need for their health,” said 
Kusminsky.

To learn more and par-
ticipate in the Pledge to 
Waste Less, visit: spoon-
fuls.org/earth-month.

Through food recov-
ery and food distribution, 
education, and advocacy, 
Spoonfuls works to ad-
dress the health, environ-
mental, and economic im-
pact that wasted food has 
on people and the planet. 
Learn more at spoonfuls.
org.

Coletta, legislators take “Pledge to Waste Less”

COURTESY PHOTO

City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta.

FUNCTION FACILITY

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $26.95

Please accept sincere condolences, from the  
Spinelli family and staff. During this difficult time,  
we would like to offer our facility at a specially re-
duced price, for you, your family and friends.

Served Upon Arrival
Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

Buffet Luncheon Menu
Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter
Chicken, Ziti and Broccoli Alfredo
Eggplant Parmigiana
Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

Per 
Person

Above price does not include a 19% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499                   www.spinellis.com

News in Brief

SStt..  VViinncceenntt  ddee  PPaauull
CLOTHING

DRIVE
Saturday, May 4th 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday, May 5th 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

At
St. Joseph, St. Lazarus Parking Lot

59 Ashley St.  East Boston

On Wednesday, April 
3, Mass General Brigham 
partnered with Senator 
John C. Velis and Rep-
resentative Adrian C. 
Madaro, co-chairs of the 
Joint Committee on Men-
tal Health, Substance Use 
and Recovery, for a State 
House presentation titled, 
“Mass General Brigham’s 
Strategy on Substance Use 
Disorder: Centering Eq-
uity and Partnering with 
Communities.”

The presentation was 
delivered by three leading 
experts on substance use 
disorder treatment: Sarah 
Wakeman, MD, Senior 
Medical Director, Sub-
stance Use Disorder, Mass 
General Brigham, Gene 
Lambert, MD, MBA, 
Medical Director, Addic-
tion Consult Service, Mas-
sachusetts General Hos-
pital and Jasmine Irvin, 
Senior Project Manager 
of Health Equity, MGH 

Program in Substance Use 
and Addiction Services.

Dr. Wakeman and Dr. 
Lambert discussed the 
current landscape of sub-
stance use treatment in 
Massachusetts, along with 
an overview of our com-
prehensive efforts to ex-
pand access to high-qual-
ity substance use disorder 
(SUD) care. Because there 
is no one-size-fits-all ap-
proach, Mass General 
Brigham offers a spectrum 
of SUD care, including 
inpatient consult teams, 
Bridge Clinics, integrated 
SUD treatment in primary 
care, and perinatal SUD 
program, which offer pa-
tients access to a wide 
variety of resources and 
care plans. Jasmine Irvin 
presented Mass Gener-
al Brigham’s community 
health strategy, with a fo-
cus on collaborations with 
community organizations 
and how they leverage 

Community Care Vans to 
“meet people where they 
are” in their own neigh-
borhoods.

“Successful substance 
use and addiction services 
need to be tailored to the 
communities they serve. 
I commend Mass General 
Brigham for its mission to 
shape its high-quality sub-
stance use disorder care to 
meet the unique needs of 
individuals across Massa-
chusetts.” said State Adri-
an C. Madaro (D - East 
Boston).

The forum is the latest 
in a series co-sponsored 
by Mass General Brigham 
and legislative leaders. 
This past year, Mass Gen-
eral Brigham leaders pro-
vided updates on efforts 
to advance health equity 
through the system’s Unit-
ed Against Racism initia-
tive as well as child and 
family mental health.

Madaro joins leading healthcare experts to discuss 
successful substance use disorder initiatives

PLEASE RECYCLE
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For Advertising Rates, Call 
617-884-2416

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

&
CHANCE 

ENCOUNTERS
HUMORASSOUSA COLLABORATIVE SPACE FOR ART AND IDEAS

80 Border Street, East Boston

THIRD 
THURSDAY 

MAY 16TH 
6-9PM

OPENING 
RECEPTION

MAY 4TH 
2-6PM

The third annual Marathon Daffodil Dash was held 
on The Track at Suffolk Downs. Children of all ages 
came to race a 50-yard dash, to have some fun, and 
show they’re Boston Strong. 

 THIRD ANNUAL MARATHON DAFFODIL DASH

Andrea Mygrant with Darien, her favorite runner.

Emilia, Ella, and Michael Polsonetti with Gioia and Mila 
Heigelman are ready to do some running. Rocio Alarcon works on her mom Lucia’s hair.

 Angela Gutierrez gives her son David Giraldo a 
pep talk before his run. 

 Isabella Walsh won Quarter Mile with 
cousin Mia Madrid holding daffodils 
behind her. 

Edith and William Mejia take a rest on the 
rail of the racetrack. 

Eddie O’Keefe handles his run like a super-
hero.

 Ali Abdula helps his daughter Maya Ali 
navigate the 1-to 2-year-olds run. 

Revere Mayor Patrick Keefe and Sports and 
Fitness Coordinator John Leone with Boston 
City Councilor Erin Murphy. 

Neil Marino with his two runners Isabela, and Crew.

 Boston City Councilor Erin Murphy with the Luu Family.

 Mia Madrid cheers enthusiastically as the 7-and-8-year-
olds make their run. 

 Allison McLean keeps pace with her daughter Keveigh.

Members of the Suffolk County Sheriff staff were on hand to lend their support for the 5K.

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, MAY 2ND THROUGH WEDNESDAY MAY 8TH 2024

Stella Provolone Cheese ................................ $4.99/lb
Russer Wunderbar German Bologna ........... $3.99/lb
Best Yet Corned Beef .....................................$7.99/lb
Margherita Genoa Salami...............................$7.99/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef ....................................$11.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, May 3rd through Sunday, May 5th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh Hot House Slicing Tomatoes .............$1.69/lb
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples ...................$2.99
California Fresh Celery Hearts .....................2/$5.00
Fresh Zucchini Squash ...................................$1.29/lb
Fresh Summer Squash ...................................$1.29/lb
Florida Fresh Bi-Color Sweet Corn ..............5/$2.99

BAKERY
Our Own Chocolate Chip Cookies
or Walnut Brownies 4pk  .....................................$3.99
Hermit Bars 4pk  .................................................$3.99

DELI
Hans Kissle Cranberry Walnut Chicken Salad . $13.99/lb

PRODUCE
Fresh & Sweet Red Ripe Strawberries .......... 2/$7.00

MEAT
Boneless Sirloin Strip Steaks ......................$10.99/lb

GROCERY
Maxwell House Canned Coffee ............................$3.99
Tropicana Orange Juice 89oz.  ..........................$5.99
Kemps Frozen Yogurt ......................................... $4.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

London Broil Shoulder Steaks .................... $4.99/lb
Blade Steaks ................................................. $4.99/lb
Grade A Bone In Chicken Thighs ...................$1.39/lb
Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters .......................99¢/lb
Perdue Short Cuts ........................................ 2/$9.00
Kayem Skinless Franks ................................ 2/$9.00

Best Yet Macaroni & Cheese Micro Cups .... 10/$10.00
(ex: single box)

Kellogg's Special K Cereal .............................2/$6.00
Wishbone Salad Dressing 8 oz ....................2/$4.00
Xtra Laundry Detergent ...............................2/$6.00
Prince Pasta .....................................................4/$5.00

(ex: lasagna-jumbo shells-gluten free)
Tuttorosso Canned Tomatoes ......................3/$5.00
Heinz Barbecue Sauce ................................... 2/$5.00
Best Yet Cranberry Juice ............................. 2/$5.00
Best Yet Fruit Cups ...................................... 2/$5.00
Minute Rice Cups 2pk ...................................2/$4.00
Weight Watchers Smart Ones ....................2/$4.00
Pillsbury Toaster Strudels ........................... 2/$5.00
Philadelphia Soft Cream Cheese 
Tub 7.5-8 oz ....................................................2/$7.00
Hood Cottage Cheese 16 oz ........................2/$6.00
Fair Life Milk 52 oz .............................................$4.99 

Bakery
Boston Coffee Cake .............................................$8.99
Cinnamon Rolls 6 pk ............................................$4.99
6" Cheesecake Variety Sampler .........................$7.99

DON’T WAIT! RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW AND GET YOUR 
AD IN THE EYES OF THOUSANDS. CALL 781-485-0588

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW!

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick
Keefe and former mayor
Dan Rizzo will square off

for the city’s top job on
Nov. 7 in the municipal
general election.

As of press time with
unofficial results, Rizzo

topped the ballot in the
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday
with 2,627 votes, followed
by Keefe with 2,488 votes

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on
Tuesday. All vote totals
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race

saw four long-time coun-
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50 CENTS

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING?
CALL LILIANA MONROY 

617.820.6649
Liliana has more than $50,000,000+ 

in sales worth of experience!

NEWS BRIEFS

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65 Price
subject to
change
without
notice

See Page 17 for aSee Page 17 for a
stroll through timestroll through time

See Page 3 for aSee Page 3 for a
stroll through timestroll through time

DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is
announcing that it will
be conducting work to
install span guide roller
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East
Boston and Chelsea. This
work is scheduled to take
place Monday through
Friday, during the hours
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
This work is schedule to
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no
weekend closures during
scheduled Sumner Tunnel
closures. The work will
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk
closures. The bridge will
remain fully operational
during the installation of
the new machinery and
pedestrian access across
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The
schedule for this work is
weather dependent and is
subject to change without
notice.

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area
should reduce speed and
use caution.

Appropriate signage,
law enforcement details,
and advanced message
boards will be in place to
guide drivers through the
work area.

For more information
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to:

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the
top vote-getter with
676 votes, and John
Stamatopoulos, 235
votes, came out on
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on
Tuesday.

They will move
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem
and was an educator
in the Revere schools
for over 30 years. She
also chairs the city’s
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the
same house she grew
up in.

She has served as
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight
years. In her years
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said
she has always been
available to meet
with people, take all
calls, and resolve all
problems brought to
her attention.

McKenna said she
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a
Chief Executive and

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio,
the top vote-getter
with 702 votes, and
Gregory Murray, 242
votes, topped the
ballot in the Ward 4
preliminary election
on Tuesday night,
moving onto the Nov.
7 municipal general
election ballot.

The candidates are
seeking to replace
Patrick Keefe, who
currently serves as
acting mayor and is
running for a full term
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a
lifelong resident of
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the
city’s Superintendent
of Public Works. He
has also served as
the chair of the city’s
traffic and parking
commission for the
past five years.

Argenzio stated
that the city must
ensure that its new

residents, along with
families who have
resided in Revere for
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live
in the city, and that
city services such as
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to
meet the needs of the
rising population.

Murray said safety
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the
council. He said there
needs to be safety for
students in school,
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after
school. In addition,
Murray said there
needs to be improved
safety for the city’s
senior citizens, both
in their homes and in
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the
city needs to increase
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean
Baptiste finished
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya
topped the Ward 5
preliminary election
on Tuesday, moving
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino
Saway, was the top
vote-getter with 668
votes, with Powers
coming in second
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served
as councillor for two
decades has said that
he is running on his
long record of his
past achievements for
the ward, which most
recently have includ-
ed the building of the
new Point of Pines
fire station. He said
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is
a graduate of Suffolk
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston
Public Schools. She
has volunteered with
organizations such
as the Revere Little
League, Immaculate
Conception School,
and President of the
Point of Pines Beach
Association.

She stated that the
most pressing issues
facing Ward 5 today
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal
resiliency. She said
she plans to stop
overdevelopment by
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting
a sensible planning
review.

The other candi-
dates on the ballot
were Ralph Celestin
with 177 votes, and
Randall Mondestin
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across
New England.

The Winthrop schools,
like everyone else across
the region, faced some
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall,
but came out of the cold
snap without any major
issues.

Superintendent of

Schools Lisa Howard said
preparation was key as the
mercury began to drop on
Friday, and she ultimately
made the decision not to
close school.

At Monday night’s
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked
through the process the
district goes through when
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to
have a snow day,” said
Howard, joking that it has
left a mark on her that she
once called a snow day
for a day when no snow
ultimately fell from the
skies.

“I do have a tremendous
amount of support from
my 15-year-old son, who
convinces me if it looks
like it is going to snow to

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire
truck? Well, you’re in
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire
trucks — a 1996 Pierce
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model
TC7D04 E-One (used as
a Rescue 1). Both of the
fire trucks are perfect for
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday,
February 13.

Why are these auctions
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions
go back to the Town of
Winthrop. These funds are
used for road maintenance,
setting up local events for
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more!

The 1996 Pierce Dash
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper
has 69,401 miles on it and
features a 6v92T Detroit
Diesel Motor and Allison
HT 740 Transmission. The
1989 GMC Model TC7D04
E-One has 27,708 miles on
it and features a Onan 7.5
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop
auctioning off two used fire trucks;
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on
charter change
recommendations
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DELI HELP WANTED
MUST BE OVER 18 YEARS OLD | MUST BE

FLEXIBLE WITH HOURS | DAYS-EVENING-WEEKENDS
PLEASE CALL MARC OR CHRIS 617-846-6880

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.846.1020      C21SEAPORT.COM      218 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP 2-9

Thinking of Buying, Selling, orThinking of Buying, Selling, or
need to rent your apartment? need to rent your apartment? 

We've got you covered.We've got you covered.
Call Jan Stevens at 617-877-6455

or Kimberly Hodson at 760-214-6865

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Single Family Beach Oasis
A Must See — 129 Strandway

— Offered by Elizabeth Ferrara

New to Market!New to Market!

EElliizzaabbeetthh FFeerrrraarraa
((778811)) 771188--77009944

SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February
14 from 1-2pm Senator
Lydia Edwards will be
hosting a coffee hour at
the Robert DeLeo Senior
Center, 35 Harvard St in
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to
host this coffee hour. I’m
looking forward to hearing
about issues constituents
in Winthrop are facing and
speaking with them about
my legislative priorities.
Happy Valentine’s Day!”
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to
celebrate and learn about
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of
Medford Poet Laureate
Terry E. Carter. We were
excited to see Terry E.
Carter, GreenRoots and
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural
Project (pictured above)
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65 Price
subject to
change
without
notice

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See COLD SNAP Page 4
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will
remain a nine-member
body for the foreseeable
future.

Last week, the council
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended
by the Ordinance Review
Committee (ORC). While
a number of proposals will
be forwarded to the state
for a potential vote by
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation
which would have cut the
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and
done away with precinct
seats failed to pass muster
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would
have cut a councilor’s term
from four to two years.
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council
President’s term from two
to four years also failed to
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a
yes vote from six of the

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed
charger changes include
tougher language in the
council’s abandonment
language for members
who consistently miss
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President
James Letterie said that
the recommendations
from the ORC on the
council composition and
term lengths were part of
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either
not achieve that goal or
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu delivered her State of
the City Address at the
MGM Music Hall next
door to Fenway Park last
week in which the mayor
noted the achievements
that have been accom-
plished over the past year
and outlined a vision for
making Boston a greener
and more affordable city
in which  to live and work
by 2030.

“The state of the city is
strong,” said Wu adding,
“We have the resources,
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered,
every detail of the agenda
we’re sharing here tonight
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,”
Wu noted. She singled

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and
Development, for their
commitment to Boston’s
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu,
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen,
new, dedicated bus lanes,
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even
more neighborhood Open
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted
that public safety will be
important, noting that 900
guns were taken off the
streets and that violent and
property crime are at the
lowest levels in 15 years.

Bringing welcome news
to many neighborhood
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the
indifference of the Boston
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called
for “charting a new course
for growth, with people
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to
fully integrate long-range
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.”

Wu noted that she aims
to “sustainably” increase
the population of Boston
from its current number of
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also
figured in her goals. Wu

said that more than 3,800
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300
affordable units.

Wu said “every square
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed
“and we have identified
several parcels that could
be used for affordable
housing units.”

If “local builders
work with us to design
high-quality, affordable
homes that enhance the
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you
the land for free. And we
will provide increased
mortgage assistance so
our residents can afford to
buy these homes,” said the
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030
to have the city’s public
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The Boston Police
Department is seeking
the public’s assistance
in efforts to locate
Reina Morales Rojas,
41, of East Boston.
She is described as
a Hispanic Female,
5’5”, 145lbs, black
hair and brown eyes.
We are praying Reina
is found and returned
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911
or A-7 Department at
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone,
Jr. has been accepted into
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest
Leadership Program. Each
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide
intensive leadership and
professional development
training.

Moscone is the founder
of Moscone Law, where
he focuses on an array of
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a
judge or jury in multiple
venues throughout the
Commonwealth, as well
as in Federal Court, and
has guided home and
business owners through
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board
of Directors for the East
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am
pleased to welcome you
to the 2023 class of the
Public Interest Leadership
Program (PILP). You have
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of
attorneys. Congratulations
on this achievement!

I am confident that
your PILP experience will
deepen your engagement
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and
within the community at
large. Further, I hope the
bonds you develop with
fellow PILP participants
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your
class all the best and look
forward to working with
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit
organization that focuses
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part
in an effort to increase
East Boston’s scarce tree
canopy.

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%.

“We need a lot more
trees. We’ve got a lot of
heat islands, and because
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and
also the flooding that we
get along the coastline,
we need a lot of trees just
from an environmental
standpoint,” said Tree
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson.

Not only do trees help
environmental aspects
like reducing air pollution,
but they can cool down
streets, filter stormwater,

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree
Eastie.

That being said, the
non-profit is doing its best
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and
has had great success as
they have planted 164
street trees over the last 15
months, a number Master-
son is proud of.

“That’s a big number
… these are small trees. I
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but,
I mean, they’re going to
grow two to three feet a
year, and fast forward 10
years from now, there’s
going to be a lot of shade,”
said Masterson.

One of the main reasons
Tree Eastie was able to
plant that many trees was
due to its relatively new
and strong relationship
with the City of Boston.
In negotiations that took
place for about a year, the
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous
environmental strides

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor
President Jenny Holaday
said it all about the opening
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the
nation’s best sports town,”
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined
by Everett Mayor Carlo
DeMaria, Speaker of the
House Ron Mariano, State
Reps. Joseph McGonagle
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes
at the grand opening of
the new sportsbook which
is another step in Encore
bringing a spectacular Las
Vegas-style experience to
Everett.

“This has been long
overdue,” said DeMaria,
who led the way for the
Encore resort/casino to
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go
to other states to wager on
sports. We made the same
argument when we were
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the
opportunity to chat with
Johnny Damon, one of the

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event.
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans,
who have enjoyed several
championships by the New
England Patriots, Boston
Red Sox, Boston Celtics,
and Boston Bruins in this
century, can now legally
wager on professional and
college sports at Encore –
and they’re excited about
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden
was one of the first patrons
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at
260-270 Second Street
and one at 307 Broadway,
were approved for special

permits by the Zoning
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for
DMS Trinity on Second
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a
flower wholesaler. We will
utilize space on the first
floor, which has its own
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for
the business, which meets
zoning requirements,
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social

equity applicant, as well as
a minority owned business
enterprise.

“They are committed to
outreach and hiring within
the city, as well,” Grant
said.

Concrete Garden at 307
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city
board since the business
was first proposed last
year.

Earlier in January, the
ZBA granted a special
permit for the business,
despite some ongoing
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway

property.
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has
agreed to make upgrades
to the building to bring it
in compliance with city
regulations.

At last week’s Planning
Board, Samuel quickly
ran through the site plan
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the
board voted to approve the
site plan.

In other business, the
board approved the site

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague
Representative Marjorie
Decker and the Lift Our
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for
lifting kids out of Deep
Poverty by filing Senate
and House bills (SD 501,
HD 507) at the start of the
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch
event was held last week
to build support for this
legislation and introduce
it to members of the Leg-
islature. The Act to Lift
Kids Out of Deep Poverty,
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years,
would raise the maximum
cash assistance grant by

25% a year until it reaches
half of the federal poverty
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in
Deep Poverty. Under the

bill, grants would increase
each year and would keep
pace with inflation as the
poverty level goes up.

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels,

Senator DiDomenico and
Representative Decker led
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three
times for a total increase of
32% beginning in January
2021. This was a huge step
forward for families in our
communities and they are
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the
Commonwealth living
so far below the federal
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead
sponsor of the Senate bill
and Assistant Majority
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the
Space Adventure exhibit
currently running at 121
Webster Ave., visitors can
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the
opportunity to experience
the Mercury, Gemini and
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the
first humans to the lunar
surface – through a series
of immersive rooms that
include original artifacts
that no one has ever seen
or been given access to
before. These include the
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios
used for communication
between spacecraft and
Earth, astronaut suits,
cameras used to capture
the famous images of the
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air
inside the modules, the
Apollo mission food menu
featuring items that could
be stored for decades and

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages.
The first is a 180-degree
immersive video that
welcomes and transports
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about
to immerse themselves

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen
fire service leaders from
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy
Chief Edward McGarry,
graduated from the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer
candidates is delivered
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of
Massachusetts Edward J.
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through
classroom instruction and
out-of-class assignments,
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of
managing a municipal fire
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer
program is a tremendous
opportunity for new chiefs
and rising officers,” said
State Fire Marshal Peter
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide
variety of topics will help
these graduates provide

Local fire service leaders
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the
opening of the WynnBET
Sportsbook Tuesday at the
five-star resort/casino in
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in
the nation’s best sports
town,” remarked Holaday.
“Everyone is thrilled and
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined
by Everett Mayor Carlo
DeMaria, Speaker of the
House Ron Mariano, State
Reps. Joseph McGonagle
and Dan Ryan and an array
of professional athletes at
the grand opening of the
new sportsbook which
is another step in Encore
bringing a spectacular Las
Vegas-style experience to
Everett.

“This has been long
overdue,” said DeMaria,
who led the way for the
Encore resort/casino to be
built in the city. “People
have been able to go to
other states to wager on
sports. We made the same
argument when we were
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had
the opportunity to chat

with Johnny Damon, one
of the sports celebrities in
attendance at Tuesday’s
event. “I thanked him for
breaking the Curse of the
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans,
who have enjoyed several
championships by the New
England Patriots, Boston
Red Sox, Boston Celtics,
and Boston Bruins in this
century, can now legally
wager on professional and
college sports at Encore –
and they’re excited about
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first
patrons to wager after

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague
Representative Marjorie
Decker and the Lift Our

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for
lifting kids out of Deep
Poverty by filing Senate
and House bills (SD 501,
HD 507) at the start of the

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch
event was held last week
to build support for this
legislation and introduce
it to members of the Leg-
islature. The Act to Lift
Kids Out of Deep Poverty,
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years,
would raise the maximum
cash assistance grant by
25% a year until it reaches
half of the federal poverty
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in
Deep Poverty. Under the
bill, grants would increase
each year and would keep
pace with inflation as the
poverty level goes up.

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels,

Senator DiDomenico and
Representative Decker led
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three
times for a total increase of
32% beginning in January
2021. This was a huge step
forward for families in our
communities and they are
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the
Commonwealth living
so far below the federal
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead
sponsor of the Senate bill
and Assistant Majority
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen
fire service leaders from
across Massachusetts
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief
Fire Officer Management
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer
candidates is delivered
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of
Massachusetts Edward J.
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through
classroom instruction and
out-of-class assignments,
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of
managing a municipal fire
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer
program is a tremendous
opportunity for new chiefs
and rising officers,” said
State Fire Marshal Peter
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide
variety of topics will help
these graduates provide
the leadership that their
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I
want to congratulate them
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer
Management Training
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered
essential for effective
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by
his wife, former Lynn English
High School softball great Kelly
Curtin LaPierre for the official
launch of legalized sports betting
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an
historic day for Massachusetts
and Encore Boston Harbor with
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting
has been a long time coming to
our state, and it’s going to bring

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL

INDEX
Editorial 4

Police News 16

Sports 11

Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044  (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths,

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors,
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement,
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential,

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors!
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors,

Mod Kitchen, F.P.
Beautiful Detail,

Easy walk to Beach
& Shops!

Won't Last
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG
Pool Extremely well

maintained home
Must See! Won’t
Last! $499,900

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors,

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! AVacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl,
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T

& Greenway! $329,900

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors,
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55
Price subject
to change

without
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's
Day Holiday, on Monday,
February 19th, 2018 Trash
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr.

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs has approved a $1.5
million grant regarding the
development of the Northern
Strand Community Trail led
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the
Sea.

Revere has a one-mile
stretch in North Revere. The
Northern Strand Community
Trail has been in development
for over 20 years. The North
Revere segment is a major
part in the project that creates
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail
running from West Everett,
through Malden and Revere
to the Saugus River and soon
into Lynn. The North Revere
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the
Rumney Marsh.

The funding, awarded
through the Executive Office
of Energy and Environmental
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City
Parks Program, enables the
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt
of all necessary construction
permits. When completed, the
trail will span 10 miles and

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of
Route 1 have put up with the
noise from millions of cars,
and now some city councillors
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to
install barriers along Route 1
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late

Councillor Robert Haas Jr.
tried to get barriers installed
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route
1 installed along a new ball
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen

Have you ever had an idea
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task
Force; and this time, these
ideas are going to become a
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public
through the community-led
organizations, Revere on the
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD)

Task Force. Both the ATOD
Task Force and Revere on the
Move are initiatives of the
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move
is additionally co-led by the
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000
was awarded to fund ideas to
make Revere a healthier place
to work, to play, and to raise
a family. The Revere on the
Move mini-grant program
offered $10,605 in funding
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and
youth-led projects that would
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults.
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to
reduce youth substance use,
improve their mental health,
and increase opportunities for
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere
on the Move has extended
their permanent change and
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4.
Up to $1,395 is available for
ideas that make it easier to
eat healthy and be active for
all. The application is open

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration
awarded $500,000 to nine
projects through the Urban
Agenda Grant Program. The
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND)
was one group given $50,000
in funding to help establish
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along
with Housing and Economic
Development Secretary Jay
Ash came to Revere City Hall
to present the check to the
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local
leadership and its impact on
the lives of residents,” said
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito.
“The Urban Agenda Grant
Program relies on the strong
partnerships between local
government, non-profits and

the business community that
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its
economic and employment
base by utilizing large-scale
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles,
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through
partnership-building, problem
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a
good one with higher prices
for homes than in 2016, but
a drop in the number of new
listings, making home-buying
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight
years,” said Maureen Celata,
owner/broker of MCelata Real
Estate. “And 2018 is going to
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median
sales prices was $376,250,
a 4.9 increase over prices in
2016.

Homes also were also on
the market 41 days, a 26.8
percent increase over the 56

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in

2017 also dropped to 265,
10.8 percent down from 297
in 2016. The good news for
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with
the median sales price at
$315,000, up 16.7 percent
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and
everyone is looking toward
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also
strong with rents ranging from
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted
that if someone is paying big
rent they just might be capable
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year
to be in real estate,” said Joe
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a
lot of confidence and equity
in homes. For 35 years now
it’s been positive. Now is the
time to sell. Revere is getting
the overflow from the Boston
market and people are moving
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity
to Boston, and it’s a hidden
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward
to the spring market, drawing
from Boston and surrounding
communities. He added that
the Revere School system is
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths,

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors,
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement,
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential,

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors!
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors,

Mod Kitchen, F.P.
Beautiful Detail,

Easy walk to Beach
& Shops!

Won't Last
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG
Pool Extremely well

maintained home
Must See! Won’t
Last! $499,900

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors,

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! AVacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl,
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T

& Greenway! $329,900

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors,
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55
Price subject
to change

without
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's
Day Holiday, on Monday,
February 19th, 2018 Trash
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr.

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs has approved a $1.5
million grant regarding the
development of the Northern
Strand Community Trail led
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the
Sea.

Revere has a one-mile
stretch in North Revere. The
Northern Strand Community
Trail has been in development
for over 20 years. The North
Revere segment is a major
part in the project that creates
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail
running from West Everett,
through Malden and Revere
to the Saugus River and soon
into Lynn. The North Revere
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the
Rumney Marsh.

The funding, awarded
through the Executive Office
of Energy and Environmental
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City
Parks Program, enables the
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt
of all necessary construction
permits. When completed, the
trail will span 10 miles and

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of
Route 1 have put up with the
noise from millions of cars,
and now some city councillors
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to
install barriers along Route 1
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late

Councillor Robert Haas Jr.
tried to get barriers installed
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route
1 installed along a new ball
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen

Have you ever had an idea
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task
Force; and this time, these
ideas are going to become a
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public
through the community-led
organizations, Revere on the
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD)

Task Force. Both the ATOD
Task Force and Revere on the
Move are initiatives of the
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move
is additionally co-led by the
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000
was awarded to fund ideas to
make Revere a healthier place
to work, to play, and to raise
a family. The Revere on the
Move mini-grant program
offered $10,605 in funding
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and
youth-led projects that would
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults.
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to
reduce youth substance use,
improve their mental health,
and increase opportunities for
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere
on the Move has extended
their permanent change and
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4.
Up to $1,395 is available for
ideas that make it easier to
eat healthy and be active for
all. The application is open

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration
awarded $500,000 to nine
projects through the Urban
Agenda Grant Program. The
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND)
was one group given $50,000
in funding to help establish
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along
with Housing and Economic
Development Secretary Jay
Ash came to Revere City Hall
to present the check to the
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local
leadership and its impact on
the lives of residents,” said
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito.
“The Urban Agenda Grant
Program relies on the strong
partnerships between local
government, non-profits and

the business community that
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its
economic and employment
base by utilizing large-scale
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles,
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through
partnership-building, problem
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a
good one with higher prices
for homes than in 2016, but
a drop in the number of new
listings, making home-buying
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight
years,” said Maureen Celata,
owner/broker of MCelata Real
Estate. “And 2018 is going to
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median
sales prices was $376,250,
a 4.9 increase over prices in
2016.

Homes also were also on
the market 41 days, a 26.8
percent increase over the 56

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in

2017 also dropped to 265,
10.8 percent down from 297
in 2016. The good news for
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with
the median sales price at
$315,000, up 16.7 percent
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and
everyone is looking toward
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also
strong with rents ranging from
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted
that if someone is paying big
rent they just might be capable
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year
to be in real estate,” said Joe
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a
lot of confidence and equity
in homes. For 35 years now
it’s been positive. Now is the
time to sell. Revere is getting
the overflow from the Boston
market and people are moving
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity
to Boston, and it’s a hidden
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward
to the spring market, drawing
from Boston and surrounding
communities. He added that
the Revere School system is
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of
those statements are true because
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh
introduced Nicholson, stating
that, “I can’t think of a time
where a mayor had given a
speech for the State of the City
Address from these Chambers.
There have been a lot of great
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that,
I’d like to introduce the 59th
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee,
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio,

and guests.
This is my first State of the

City address and I so appreciate
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my

wife Katherine, my sons Henry
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of
you to check out the North Shore
Juneteenth event in the lobby

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank

you to everyone who stepped in
to help the residents who were
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of

this speech allows me to publicly

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong.
The future of our city is bright.
Both of those statements are

true because of the strength of
our people.

They’re true even in the face
of the many challenges we face.

They are true because we are
14 square miles teeming with
determination to overcome those
challenges.

Every day when I walk into
my office, I see the more than
50 flags representing countries
of origin of students in the Lynn
Public Schools. I’m reminded

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn

Classical High School girls
basketball team defeated Lynn
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its

GBL games while leading the
league in all statistical offensive
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in
league play and in the Boverini
Tournament championship game

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6)
gave Classical its toughest game
of the season in an earlier GBL
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Edith and William Mejia hold some daffodils.

 THIRD ANNUAL MARATHON DAFFODIL DASH
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

The 11-and-12-year-olds are off. Runners dart on the Suffolk Downs Racetrack for a half-mile run. 

The 3-and-4-year-olds take off on their run. 

Revere Mayor Patrick Keefe and his four-legged friend 
Vinnie, Revere Director Of Parks and Recreation Michael 
Hinojosa, Sports and Fitness Coordinator John Leone, and 
the Correa Family Runners. 
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Staff Report

In a scene in a Three 
Stooges film, a patient in 
a mental health hospital, 
pointing to a button-hole 
on his shirt, tells the Stoog-
es, “I’ve seen rats come 
out of that hole!“ and ev-
eryone in the audience 
laughed. 

Well, the rats are com-
ing out of the holes in 
the ground in the Boston 
parks where children play 
and out of the cracks in 
the Boston sewer masonry 
walls, but it is not funny. 
And their population is 
growing fast.

That’s the message that 
a subcommittee of the 
Boston City Council heard 
from research scientist and 
rodentologist Dr. Bobby 
Corrigan at a meeting in 
the Council Chambers on 
April 9. Corrigan has been 
hired by the city as a con-
sultant on the rat problems 
in the city.

The problem is only 
going to get worse in the 
coming years, said Cor-
rigan, as the global pop-
ulation of rats is increas-
ing. In cities such as New 
York, Philadelphia, and 
Boston, the rat population 
is expanding even faster, 
thanks to the many food 
sources for rats to feast on, 
such as open trash contain-
ers and plastic bags filled 
with food on the streets, 
as well as large burrowing 
holes for rats to breed.

District 9 Councilor 
Liz Brendon, a sponsor of 
the hearing, told her col-
leagues that this is the fifth 
hearing on rats that she 
has attended in as many 
years, but now there is 
talk of hiring a rat czar and 
establishing a separate de-
partment to deal with what 
many councillors are call-
ing a quality-of-life issue.

In a previous meeting, 
Ward 8 City Councillor 
Sharon Durkan stressed 
the urgency of addressing 
the problem.

“Residents should reach 
out to my office if they 
see an uptick of rat activ-
ity on the streets, as this 
is a major priority for my 
office,” Durkan said at 
that time. “My team has 
been working closely with 
the hardworking staff at 
the Inspectional Services 
Department to make sure 

rat burrows and sewers 
are baited, and I’m glad 
we have such dedicated 
partners at ISD for our rat 
mitigation efforts.”

During the April 9 hear-
ing, District 2 City Coun-
cillor Ed Flynn asked how 
many inspectors from ISD 
are working on rodent 
control. He was told by 
the city’s Chief of Opera-
tions, Dion Irish, that there 
are 14 full-time inspectors 
who work basically Mon-
day through Thursday.  
Flynn noted that many 
problems occur during the 
weekend when there are 
no ISD inspectors work-
ing, though Irish pointed 
out that there are other 
inspectors from other de-
partments who are on-call 
and who can address a rat 
problem. 

However, the overall 
tone at the hearing was 
upbeat in view of the 
city’s hiring of Corrigan 
as a consultant to design a 
rat control program for the 
city.

In addition, in March 
councilors established the 
Boston Rat Action Plan 
(BRAP)  to identify pos-
sible steps to address the 
problem. 

Corrigan told the com-
mittee that a simple solu-
tion is “no food, no rats.” 
He also showed some of 
the rat-proof barrels that 
are in use.  Corrigan, who 
is completing his report for 
city officials and expects it 
to be ready in a few weeks, 
thanked the city workers 
who helped him to go into 
the field to find the places 
where rats live and breed, 
such as alleys with food 
and the sewers, where rats 
peer from cracks in the 
brick walls.   

He also offered some 
“band-aid approaches” 
for the time being, such as 
making sure that construc-
tion projects are done with 
thought about the conse-
quences to adjacent ar-
eas so that the rats do not 
migrate to a quieter place, 
creating a new problem in 
a new area.

And there was a final, 
sobering piece of advice 
that Corrigan offered: Just 
one rat-infested property 
can affect up to 10 other 
adjacent properties that 
never have had a problem 
with rats and mice. 

The New York State Department 
of Health has issued the following 
tips on controlling rats:

Controlling the Rat - 
A Community Effort

Rats like to live where people 
live. They quickly adjust to the 
neighborhood. Rats can thrive on 
just an ounce of food and water 
daily, so when they enter a neigh-
borhood and gain access to meat, 
fish, vegetables and grains, they 
will stay. Rats prefer to feed in 
and around homes, restaurants and 
businesses. But they will settle for 
scraps from trash bags and cans, 
private yards and what they find at 
the community refuse disposal and 
transfer station. Rats get the shel-
ter they need from tall weeds and 
grass, fences and walls, rubbish 
piles and abandoned appliances.

If rats are living in your neigh-
borhood, there are steps you should 
take, even if they aren’t in your 
home. Rats move freely in and out 
of buildings in the neighborhood, 
so any steps that your neighbors 
take to control rats will encourage 
them to move into a nearby build-
ing (maybe yours!). A community 
effort works best, where everyone 
in the neighborhood takes steps at 
the same time to prevent rats from 
entering the buildings and to re-
move their food and shelter.

Checking for Rats
The sooner you know rats have 

entered your home, the easier it 
will be to get rid of them. Here’s 
how to check.

Listen.
After dark, turn on the lights in 

a dark room or basement and listen 
for any scurrying sounds.

Listen for gnawing sounds when 
it is quiet.

Look.
Move stored materials and furni-

ture to uncover any hiding places.
Look at packaged goods, doors, 

windows, baseboards, and electri-
cal cords for chewed spots, tooth 
marks, woodchips or shavings.

Check for freshly dug earth near 
holes around foundations, walls, 
and embankments. Look under 
sidewalks, floors and platforms.

Check for rub marks - dark 
smears along hallways, or near 
pipes, beams, edges of stairs or 
around gnawed holes.

Check near walls, food supplies 
and pathways for droppings. Fresh 
droppings are dark and soft; old 
droppings are hard, or gray and 
brittle. Fresh droppings are a sure 
sign of a current infestation.

Watch.
Dusty areas often show signs of 

pawprints or tailmarks. Sprinkle 
flour around the area and check for 
tracks for a few days.

Place a small quantity of food 
where rats can get at it, and check 
daily for signs of feeding.

How Rats Get In
Once you know how rats come 

into a building, you can check your 
home for places they could use and 
take steps to prevent them from 
moving in. Rats (and mice) can 
enter buildings:through cracks or 
holes in walls or foundations, even 
holes as small as a dime;

by digging under house founda-
tions if they are shallow enough;

through open windows, doors, 
sidewalk grates, or vents (check 
in the basement or walls for vent 
openings);

by squeezing through openings 
in the foundation or wall for pipes 
or wires; through floor drains, 
quarter inch gaps under doors, let-
ter drops and fan openings; and 
from inside large packages of food 
or merchandise.

Keeping Rats Out
It is much easier to keep rats out 

than to get rid of them once they 
have moved in. But, taking these 
steps help control rats once they 
have come in. It’s a three-step ap-
proach.

Don’t feed rats. Limit their food 
source by placing trash in covered 
metal or heavy duty plastic trash 
containers. The heavy duty plastic 
cans on wheels are resistant to rats’ 
chewing, and so are metal cans. Fix 
plumbing leaks to cut off their wa-
ter source. Keep the house and yard 
neat and clean. Remove uneaten 
pet foods. Don’t fill up your bird 
feeder. Clean up food spills. Store 
food in rat-resistant containers. 
Avoid storing food in basements.

Remove rats’ shelter. Indoors, 
replace wooden basement floors 
with poured concrete. Place stor-
age racks at a height of 18 inches 
above the floor. Move appliances, 
sinks and cabinets so they are flush 
against the wall or out far enough 
that you can clean behind them. 
Outdoors, restrict their shelter by 
rat-proofing all buildings in the 
area and removing outside shel-
ters like appliances, junk piles, old 
fences and walls. Keep the prop-
erty, including alleys and yards, 
clean and trash-free. Pile wood 
and other stored items at least 18 
inches above the ground and away 
from the walls. Clean out the area 
behind wooden steps, especially 
those leading into the house.

Keep them out. Put in self-clos-
ing doors that open outward, and 
use latches or spring locks to keep 
doors closed. Check to see that 
doors and windows close tightly, 
and use metal screens on all win-
dows that are kept open. Protect 
basement windows with a 1/2 inch 
wire mesh (called hardware cloth). 
Cover the edges of doors, windows 
and screens, which can be gnawed, 
with sheet metal or hardware cloth. 
Make a collar around pipe and wire 

openings into the house with piec-
es of sheet metal or tin cans. Rats 
cannot easily gnaw through metal. 
Fasten floor drains tightly to keep 
sewer rats from coming in.

Getting Rid of Rats
The two best ways to remove 

rats are traps or poison. The use of 
either requires caution!

Traps. Choose wooden base snap 
traps, and enlarge the traps by fas-
tening a 2-inch square of cardboard 
to each trigger. Set out several traps 
at a time - at least 10 if you think 
there are many rats. Place the traps 
behind boxes and against walls, 
so that the rats must pass over the 
trigger. Be sure the traps are out of 
the reach of children and pets! Fas-
ten food attractive to rats, such as 
peanut butter, raisin bread, bacon 
or gumdrops, tightly on the trigger 
of each trap. Don’t let the trap run 
out of bait. An advantage to traps 
is that they are less of a hazard to 
children and pets than poison.

Poison. Warfarin, chlorophaco-
none, and Pival are all rat poisons. 
They work by making the rats’ 
blood unable to clot, so the rats die 
of internal bleeding. Rat poisons 
must be fed daily for six to 10 days. 
Read the poison label before you 
begin, and be careful to follow all 
steps. Watch out for children and 
pets! Make sure the baits are clear-
ly marked, and put them in low 
traffic, secure areas that might at-
tract rats, such as under or behind 
boards, boxes, pipes or cans, and 
out of the rain and snow. Remove 
the baits when all signs of rats are 
gone. Follow what the label says 
about how to dispose of the left-
over poison. If, after a month or 
two, there are still signs of rats, 
skip a month and start again. Stop-
ping for a month and then starting 
helps keep the rats from building 
up resistance to the poison.

Keeping Rats Under Control
If you do have rats, it’s a commu-

nity problem and the entire neigh-
borhood should work together.

Once the rat infestation is under 
control, the goal is to prevent them 
from coming back. Help your-
self and your neighbors by keep-
ing trash picked up and placed in 
covered, rat-resistant containers. 
Promptly remove or repair any 
shelter areas, such as fences and 
old appliances. Periodically check 
for new entry holes into neighbor-
hood buildings, and seal them up 
quickly.

Seeing rats? Tips for controlling them

Rat traps are one way to combat the rodent. Shown above is the dead rat in 
the trap.

One of the signs of rats is their burrows as seen in this pho-
to taken on the Boston Common..

Council members hear from rat control consultant 

Atlantic Works Gallery 
announced that its May ex-
hibition will consist of two 
side-by-side solo shows 
from two member artists 
who have been using imag-
es and text throughout the 
course of their careers, but 
in entirely different ways. 
Amore, a former academ-
ic who taught for many 
years at the MFA Museum 
School, uses text in a poet-
ical form, both in streams 
and bits and pieces. Kopec, 
who worked as a graphic 
designer, in his words, “…
explores language (seman-
tics and wordplay) and 
graphic iconic imagery and 
offers laconic commentary 
(toeing the line between 
the comic and tragic) on the 
doleful and farcical wallow 
of our Humorassous.”

In Chance Encounters, 
Amore delivers the span of 

her work combining dispa-
rate materials into a sculp-
turally artistic whole. With 
her series, Stepping Stones, 
Amore starts with photo-
graphs of faces that she 
made over a span of many 
years in Boston, New York, 
Singapore, Paris, Japan, 
along with photographs 
from old history books.  
“No one is famous.  Ev-
eryone is anonymous.  The 
panels were created during 
the Gulf War and made in 
protest against that war and 
in sympathy for the destruc-
tion of life,” Amore said. 
Her text address immigra-
tion, a political flashpoint 
that continues today, as 
people were displaced from 
their homeland during the 
Middle East war. “These 
panels seem very relevant 
to me today as the Israe-
li/Hamas war drags on,” 

Amore said. “Day after day, 
the death toll rises and more 
people are displaced.  The 
words that stream across 
the panels still ask the same 
eternal questions, ‘Where is 
home?’ ‘Are we so different 
if we lie buried next to each 
other?’”

Additionally, Amore is 
exhibiting work from her 
new series, Chance Encoun-
ters, from which her exhibi-
tion takes its name.  “Just 
as the faces of the Step-
ping Stones panels have 
found their way together by 
chance, all of the elements 
of the new series have also 
found their way through 
chance,” she explained. “I 
am constantly observing the 
sidewalks and streets where 
I walk and picking up the 
flotsam and jetsam of what 
has been discarded.  The old 
saying, “One person’s trash 

is another person’s treasure” 
is true in my case, as all of 
these finds have made their 
way into a piece of art.”

Whereas Amore views 
events from a distance that 
gives the viewer room for 
contemplation, Kopec em-
ploys immediacy and stark-
ness, like the pop of a string 
of firecrackers, leaving us 
in the end with an emotion-
al, world-weary viewpoint. 
“How did it come to this? 
This place where much of 
the most “advanced” culture 
in the history of the world 
has seemingly become a so-
ciety of muddle and murk?” 
Kopec asks. “Where many 
seem to crave the spotlight 
as stand-up comics, where 
answers to serious questions 
are lip-synched or sunk into 
sound bites, jargon, and jok-
ey one-liners?” 

Still, the artist, despite all 

odds, remains hopeful. Hu-
mor, no matter how dark, 
can act as a shield. “Con-
structed using concept-ap-
propriate materials, my 
work explores language (se-
mantics and wordplay) and 
graphic iconic imagery and 
offers laconic commentary 
(toeing the line between 
the comic and tragic) on the 
doleful and farcical wallow 
of our Humorassous,” he 
said. “While the individual 
pieces don’t suggest an-
swers, the work references 
the frolic of contemporary 
“reality” and “reasoning,” 
commenting with a droll yet 
serious eye on issues from 
“Books Behaving Badly in 
Florida” to “When Evan-
gelicals Speaketh…” and 
the “Lament” of a hopefully 
bluer sky ahead.”

Atlantic Works Gallery 
Chance Encounters by B. 

Amore and HUMORAS-
SOUS by Walter Kopec 
(details)

• Show opens Saturday, 
May 4: reception 2:00 – 
6:00 p.m.

• “Third Thursday” re-
ception and artists’ talk: 
Thursday, May 16, 6:00 – 
9:00 p.m.

• Show closes Friday, 
May 31

ar, is an artist-run col-
laborative space for art and 
ideas located in East Bos-
ton. The gallery is open to 
the public every Friday and 
Saturday, 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
For private viewing, contact 
contact@atlanticworks.org. 
or call 857-302-8363 during 
gallery hours . For more in-
formation, visit https://at-
lanticworks.org/.

Atlantic Works Gallery announces two May exhibitions
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, 
wedding and birth announcements, news releases, business 

and education briefs, sports stories and photos for 
publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  We also encourage 

readers to e-mail news releases and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416 336 Chelsea St., East Boston

617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Honoring Memories and traditions, one family at a time
139 years of continuous, faithful & trusted service in East Boston & Revere

❖
vazzafunerals.com | 262 Beach St. Revere, MA 02151

781-284-1127 | 781-284-7756

Beechwood Home for Funerals

OBITUARIES

To place a  
memoriam in 

the Times Free 
Press, please call 
781-485-0588

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Anne T. Broder
Teacher and Assistant Principal at East 
Boston High School for over 35 years 

George Walker
US Postal Service Retiree and 
substance abuse counselor at 

Meridian House in East Boston

Dorothy Benoit-Scansaroli
Retired Purchasing Agent 

Family and friends at-
tended a visitation on 
Tuesday, April 30, in the 
Vertuccio Smith & Vaz-
za, Beechwood Home 
for Funerals, 262 Beach 
St., Revere for George F. 
Walker, who passed away 
peacefully with family at 
his home on Wednesday, 
April 24, following a long 
battle with lung disease. 
He was 72 years old. A Fu-
neral Mass was celebrated 
following the visitation in 
the Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, 133 Beach 
St., Revere and interment 
followed at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.

George was born in 
Boston and raised in East 
Boston’s Eagle Hill neigh-
borhood, one of four chil-
dren. He was educated in 
his parish school, Sacred 
Heart Grammar School, 
where he also served as 
an “altar boy.” He was a 
graduate of East Boston 
High School, Class of 
1968. 

George continued to 
further his education by 
attending Boston State 
College and Salem State 
College. George was a 
“Friend of Bill W” and 
he worked as a substance 
abuse counselor at the Me-
ridian House in East Bos-
ton. George cared deeply 
and remained connected 
to the recovery commu-
nity. He sponsored and 
helped many attain their 
own sobriety. 

He married his love, 
Debra (Carino) on Oc-
tober 11, 1997, and they 
lived in Everett. He began 
a career for the United 
States Postal Service in 
1982. His career spanned 
26 years working, retiring 
as a supervisor due to his 
failing health. George was 
revered at the Postal Ser-

vice by many of his col-
leagues. 

In his spare time, he 
had a great fascination 
and appreciation for all 
types of collectibles. He 
had a vast knowledge of 
many unique objects that 
interested him over many 
years.

He will be forever re-
membered as an intelli-
gent, humble, and dedicat-
ed man to his family first, 
his friends from Bill W. 
and colleagues.

He was the beloved 
husband of Debra A. (Ca-
rino) Walker of 27 years 
of Everett, the loving step-
father of Tara E. DiFelice 
and her husband, Steven 
of W. Peabody; cherished 
grandfather of Lauren M. 
DiFelice; the treasured son 
of the late Mark T. Walker 
and M. Virginia (Hanlon) 
Walker and the dear broth-
er of Frederick P. Walker 
of Billerica, Ginny Walk-
er- Loughmiller of Squan-
tum and John A. Walker of 
Medford. He is also lov-
ingly survived by many 
nieces and nephews.  

The staff at Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza are most 
honored to have assisted 
the family in completing 
funeral arrangements. 
For online condolences, 
please visit www.vertuc-
ciosmithvazza.com.

Dorothy L. Beno-
it-Scansaroli of East Bos-
ton passed away at the 
Ruth McLain Hospice 
in Braintree on April 23, 
2024. She was 84 years 
old. 

Born in Framingham, 
she was the beloved 
daughter of the late Jen-
nie (Alluzio) and Premo 
Scansaroli. A long-time 
resident of East Boston, 
she worked as a purchas-
ing agent prior to her re-
tirement.

She was the devoted 
wife of the late John E. 
Benoit and the dear sister 
of the late Arlene Chao 
and Jean O’Lasky. She is 
also survived by several 
loving nieces and neph-
ews.

A funeral mass was 
celebrated in St. John the 
Evangelist Church, 320 

Winthrop St., Winthrop 
on Tuesday, April 30. Ser-
vices concluded with in-
terment in St. Michael’s 
Cemetery, Boston.

To sign the online 
guestbook, go to www.
caggianofuneralhome.
com.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of the 
caggiano-O’Maley-Fra-
zier Funeral Home, Win-
throp.

Anne T. Broder, born 
April 12, 1942, beloved 
daughter of the late Lillian 
(Verdi) and Joseph Brod-
er, passed away peaceful-
ly under hospice care on 
April 20, 2024 after a long 
illness. She was a life-long 
Winthrop resident, dedi-
cating her life to her fami-
ly, friends and community.

Anne was the dear sister 
of Elaine Broder Dillon of 
Winthrop, Richard Broder 
and his wife Poong-cha of 
New Mexico, Carol Brod-
er of Revere and Robert 
Broder of Winthrop. She 
was the adored godmoth-
er of Susan Dillon and the 
loving aunt of Ben Brod-
er of Somerville, Tina 
Denton of New Mexico, 
Michael Broder and Jen-
nifer Duarte of San Diego, 
California and Ken and 
Kim Price of New Mexi-
co; cherished great aunt of 
Richard and Shannon. She 
was also the dear friend to 
Sue Gray, the late Elaine 
Halkopoulos and her lov-
ing “adopted” niece An-
drea Hall Phinney.

Anne was a high hon-
ors student at Winthrop 
High School, winning a 
four-year scholarship to 
Boston State College. She 
earned a BS in education, 
two Master’s degrees and 
a CAGS degree. She was a 
gifted student who became 
a devoted English teacher 
and Assistant Principal at 
East Boston High School 
for over 35 years. She and 
her friend Elaine devel-
oped a Proscola program 
to help disadvantaged but 
bright students obtain lo-
cal college scholarships.

Anne was truly a Re-
naissance woman of many 
interests and talents. She 
loved the theatre, was a 
member of MENSA, the 

Winthrop Historical Soci-
ety, an Election Precinct 
Captain, a Town Meeting 
Member, a part time em-
ployee at Winthrop Town 
Hall, treasurer of the Bos-
ton Teacher’s Union and 
a part-time journalist and 
photographer for the East 
Boston Times. She was 
also a supporter of the 
Boston Theatre Guild, the 
Boston Symphony and a 
devoted fan of all Boston 
sports teams.

All who knew Anne 
will remember her as a 
quick-witted woman, one 
of kindness, warmth, in-
tegrity and an unwavering 
support in times of need. 
Always ready to lend a 
helping hand. She will be 
deeply missed.  

Family and friends at-
tended the visitation from 
the Caggiano Funeral 
Home, Winthrop Funeral 
Home, Winthrop on Mon-
day, April 29 followed by 
a Funeral Mass in St. John 
the EvangelistChurch, 320 
Winthrop St., Winthrop. 
Services concluded with 
the interment in Winthrop 
Cemetery (old section).

To sign the online 
guestbook, go to www.
caggianofuneralhome.
com.

Arrangements under 
the direction of the Cag-
giano-O’Maley-Frazier 
Funeral Home, Winthrop.

On Sunday, July 14, 
ZUMIX will host its an-
nual Walk for Music. ZU-
MIX community mem-
bers and other participants 
will walk through East 
Boston’s parks to support 
ZUMIX’s award-winning 
music and youth empow-
erment programs. The 
event will begin at 260 
Sumner Street in East Bos-
ton, and will run from 3-6 
pm, including registration 
at the ZUMIX Firehouse 
and the walk itself, start-
ing at 4 pm. Festivities 
will continue with a free 
ZUMIX Summer Concert 
in Piers Park, also a part 
of the annual Eastie Week 
celebration spearheaded 
by Boston Harbor Now. 

Created as a response 
to the need for high-qual-
ity music programming 
in Boston’s schools and 
communities, the Walk 
for Music has historically 
been an afternoon of mu-
sic, celebration, and com-
munity for local music 
organizations. This year’s 
event will highlight the 
neighborhoods and green 
spaces of East Boston, 
including Piers Park, Bre-
men Street Park, and the 
Mary Ellen Welch Gre-
enway. Walkers can sign 
up to walk or fundraise in 
advance on the event page 
at https://secure.givelive-
ly.org/donate/zumix-inc/
walk-for-music-2024. 

“Walk for Music is one 
of the best days for ZU-
MIX every year,” said 
Madeleine Steczynski, 
co-founder and executive 
director of ZUMIX. “It’s 
a time to gather together, 
celebrate our work, and 
spread the word about how 
music and the creative arts 
can empower young peo-
ple and transform their 
lives and communities.” 

Walk for Music is one 
of ZUMIX’s largest annu-
al fundraisers, helping to 
provide more than 1,000 
youth with access to free 
and low-cost creative pro-

grams. ZUMIX offers pro-
grams for young people 
ages 7-18 in songwriting 
and performance, creative 
media and technology, 
musical theater, private 
lesson instruction, and in-
strumental ensembles. 

On Sunday, July 14 at 
3 pm, walkers will gather 
at the ZUMIX Firehouse 
at 260 Sumner Street for 
registration and begin the 
walk. In case of inclement 
weather, the concert and 
celebration after the walk 
will take place at the ZU-
MIX Firehouse.

To donate, please visit 
https://secure.givelively.
org/donate/zumix-inc/
walk-for-music-2024, text 
WALKFORMUSIC to 44-
321, or send a check made 
out to ZUMIX to 260 
Sumner Street, East Bos-
ton, MA, 02128. ZUMIX 
encourages local business-
es and community mem-
bers to sign up to walk 
and fundraise. To sign up, 
visit the GiveLively page 
above or sign up in person 
at ZUMIX the day of the 
event.  The walk is family 
friendly and open to ev-
eryone.  

ZUMIX’s mission is 
to empower young peo-
ple to build successful 
futures for themselves 
– transforming lives and 
community through mu-
sic, technology, and cre-
ative employment. ZU-
MIX works with more 
than 1,000 young people 
ages 7-18 each year. Free 
and low-cost after-school 
programs are offered in 
instrumental music, song-
writing, performance, ra-
dio, audio engineering, 
and audio and video story-
telling. ZUMIX also part-
ners with local schools to 
bring arts education op-
portunities to Boston’s 
youth. In addition to youth 
programs, ZUMIX offers 
free concerts and events 
for all ages. For more in-
formation, visit www.zu-
mix.org.

ZUMIX to Host 2024 
Walk for Music on July 14

 ZONING HEARING
The Zoning Commission of the City of Boston hereby gives 

notice, in accordance with Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956, 
as amended, that a virtual public hearing will be held on May 
22 2024, at 9:15 A.M., in connection with Text Amendment Ap-
plication No. 520 and Map Amendment Application No. 772, 
filed by the Boston Redevelopment Authority d/b/a the Boston 
Planning & Development Agency.  

Said text amendment would add one (1) new Open Space 
subdistrict to Article 33. The Stadium Open Space (OS-S) sub-
district would create a new stadium and public amphitheater 
zoning district, in order to enable greater investment and en-
able more amenities in appropriate areas of the city’s current 
and future open spaces.  It would also make minor changes 
that add reference to the Stadium Open Space subdistrict in Ar-
ticle 3, Establishment of Zoning Districts; Article 33-1: Pream-
ble; Article 33-2, Statement of Purpose; Article 33-5, Establish-
ment of Open Space Subdistrict Categories; Article 33-6 Land 
Eligible for Open Space Designation. Out-of-date language 
referring to organizations that have reformed or been renamed, 
such as the Boston Natural Area Fund and Metropolitan District 
Commission, have also been updated.  Said map amendment 
would map the newly created OS-S subdistrict in East Boston 
(East Boston Memorial Stadium) and Mattapan (White Stadi-
um) neighborhoods.

This meeting will only be held virtually and not in person.  
You can participate in this meeting by going to https://bit.ly/
BZC_May222024.  Copies of the petitions and a map of the 
area involved may be obtained from the Zoning Commission 
electronically, and you may also submit written comments or 
questions to zoningcommission@boston.gov.

Interpreting services are available to communicate informa-
tion at this hearing.  If you require interpreting services, please 
contact the following:  zoningcommission@boston.gov or 617-
918-4308.  The meeting is scheduled for May 22, 2024.  Please 
request interpreting services no later than May 17, 2024.

For the Commission
Jeffrey M. Hampton
Executive Secretary
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Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Maldenado, Noe D Maldenado, Noe D       167-169 Condor St         $50,000   
Yu-Ju, Chen Trichilo Development LLC 169 Maverick St #2     $660,000  
Prekezes, John         173 Maverick Street LLC 173 Maverick St #203       $750,000  
Angel Academy LLC Schepici, Steven      192 Chelsea St                $1,210,000  
4 Lexington LLC Printing Press Lofts LLC 2-4 Lexington St #1C             $240,000  
Taborsak, Kellie A       Printing Press Lofts LLC 2-4 Lexington St #3A         $479,000   
Loh, Lip N East Eagle Street Cbc LL 211 E Eagle St #1              $550,000  
Bacanurschi, Boris Border Development LLC 301 Border St #410              $815,000  
Hayes, Nicole             304 Sumner St LLC 304 Sumner St #2              $710,000  
Blankley, Andrew Stage LLC 41 Wordsworth St #1        $695,000  
Boyce, Micah            839 Saratoga Street LLC 839 Saratoga St #1         $999,900

Plan // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

known as zoning. 
Regarding zoning, the 

main topic of last week’s 
hearing, Cyrus Miceli of 
the BPDA, said, “East 
Boston’s current zoning 
does not reflect what ex-
ists there today.” 

He also detailed that 
over the last year, East 
Boston has had the sec-
ond-most non-compliant 
proposed projects in the 
city. 

“This reliance on the 
ZBA (Zoning Board of 
Appeal) has done a num-
ber of things, but it has 
created unpredictability 
mostly and neighborhood 
development patterns and 
generally signals a need 
for zoning reform,” said 
Miceli. 

“The proposed amend-
ments to Article 53 that 
we’re bringing you today 
seek to remedy this condi-
tion,” he added. 

Miceli outlined four 
zoning amendment goals, 
including recalibrating 
residential zoning, provid-
ing more opportunities for 
mixed-use development, 
encouraging active streets, 
and simplifying and mod-
ernizing zoning.  

After detailing these 
goals, Miceli provided 
specific recommendations 
for the amendments to 
East Boston’s zoning. 

First, use tables were 
updated and consolidat-
ed, while definitions were 
improved. “These updates 
cut the number of exist-
ing use categories in half 
while retaining the same 
clarity and specificity and 
land use regulation deter-
mined through the PLAN: 

East Boston planning pro-
cess,” said Miceli. 

He also indicated that 
the updates, while specific 
to East Boston, are aligned 
with the BPDA’s broader 
zoning reform initiatives. 

Regarding residential 
zoning, the number of sub-
district types was reduced 
from 10 to three, and di-
mensional requirements 
were right-sized and sim-
plified. Additionally, retail 
and service establishments 
will now be permitted on 
corner lots. 

The three new resi-
dential subdistricts are 
East Boston Residential 
(EBR)- 2.5, 3, and 4, with 
the number corresponding 
to the maximum number 
of stories allowed in the 
area. Moreover, each res-
idential subdistrict has its 
own maximum number of 
units and dimensional reg-
ulations. 

Similarly to residential 
zoning, mixed-use zoning 
will also have three sub-
district types: Mixed-Use 
(MU)- 4,5, and 7, again 
with the number corre-
sponding to the maximum 
number of stories in an 
area, each with its own di-
mensional regulations. 

Miceli explained that 
mixed-use zoning would 
allow residential and com-
mercial uses to coexist 
in an area, concentrate 
around transit hubs, and 
introduce flexible form-
based dimensional regu-
lations. 

It should be noted that 
the places where this zon-
ing would apply, includ-
ing Maverick, Day, Cen-
tral, and Orient Heights 

squares, were displayed 
during the hearing. 

Concerning waterfront 
zoning, the amendments 
will decrease the number 
of subdistrict types from 
six to two, increase height 
and density, and relax land 
uses. 

However, Miceli said, 
“It’s important to note that 
the majority of East Bos-
ton’s waterfront remains 
subject to the regulations 
of state-controlled des-
ignated port areas. These 
regulations severely limit 
allowed land uses along 
the waterfront and ulti-
mately supersede Boston 
zoning.” 

The waterfront subdis-
tricts include a waterfront 
mixed-use subdistrict, 
which allows a maximum 
of five stories, 65 feet in 
height, and 2.0 FAR. Res-
idential uses and PDAs 
(planned development 
areas) are also allowed in 
the mixed-use subdistrict. 

Meanwhile, the water-
front economy subdistrict 
also permits a maximum 
of five stories, 65 feet in 
height, and 2.0 FAR but 
does not allow residential 
uses or PDAs. 

As for economic devel-
opment areas (EDAs), two 
have been created. There 
will be increases in height 
and density in these areas, 
and there will be relaxed 
land uses in specific EDAs 
to allow residential uses. 

The new EDAs are the 
Porter Street EDA, which 
allows a maximum of four 
stories and 2.0 FAR, and 
the Bremen Street EDA, 
which allows a maximum 
of five stories and 2.0 

FAR. 
Additionally, zoning 

amendments will expand 
coastal flood resilience 
overlay district regula-
tions. “These updates 
prohibit the erection or ex-
tension of residential uses 
below the sea level rise 
design flood elevation,” 
said Miceli. 

Moreover, these updat-
ed regulations will apply 
to all projects but not to 
uses such as parking, com-
mercial space, and more. 

It should also be not-
ed that Miceli said, “Our 
analysis shows us that 
there are no parcels within 
East Boston’s residential 
fabric, where we’re most 
concerned about height, 
that sit at an elevation 
deep enough to enable ad-
ditional floors of height.” 

“Meaning that the 
height thresholds estab-
lished by underlying zon-
ing for these neighbor-
hood residential areas will 
be able to hold as they are 
written,” he added. 

Finally, other zoning 
updates discussed by 
Miceli included parking, 
where minimums will be 
removed in mixed-use ar-
eas near transit hubs and 
more. 

Following the presenta-
tion of the zoning amend-
ments, the floor was 
opened for public testimo-
ny. Ellie Sanchez, Chief 
of Staff for City Council-
or Gabriela Coletta, read 
a letter the councilor had 
penned into the record.  

In her letter, Coletta 
thanked members of the 
BPDA and the community 
for their work in develop-

ing PLAN: East Boston 
and wrote, “East Boston 
now has the framework 
necessary to preserve, en-
hance, and grow in a re-
sponsible manner, which 
will ultimately serve the 
community well now and 
in the future.” 

She also stressed the 
importance of the ZBA 
keeping its end of the 
bargain by not approving 
projects that do not com-
ply with the new plan. 

Specifically, she wrote 
about concerns that folks 
in the community have 
after a project at 141 Ad-
dison Street, which did 
not fully comply with the 
zoning recommendations 
put forth in PLAN: East 
Boston, was approved in 
March. 

Moreover, Coletta 
wrote that she has request-
ed that the BPDA’s Direc-
tor Arthur Jemison write a 
letter to the ZBA setting 
expectations that it “will 
not continue to grant vari-
ances based on undefined 
hardships.”

“I believe that holding 
the ZBA accountable to 
new zoning regulations 
will require specific and 
transparent parameters 
to ensure we do not re-
peat egregious variance 
approvals that led to the 
need for the creation of 
this plan,” wrote Coletta. 

Following the reading 
of Coletta’s letter, other 
attendees provided testi-
mony. For example, Attor-
ney Richard Lynds spoke 
in favor of the zoning 
amendments, and another 
attendee, Meg Grady, talk-
ed about how the amend-

ments benefit developers 
and do not protect sin-
gle-family housing. 

After the public testi-
mony portion of the hear-
ing, a few Commissioners 
gave their thoughts on the 
amendments. 

While acknowledging 
Grady’s comments, Com-
missioner Jill Hatton indi-
cated that the zoning could 
always be enhanced and 
expressed her support. 

Hatton also comment-
ed on Coletta’s letter, 
saying, “We really as a 
Zoning Commission can 
only adopt these chang-
es, which reflect what we 
think.” 

“Issues like ZBA prac-
tices are really not part 
of our purview. We really 
can only do what we think 
we can do to adopt the 
best zoning amendments 
and code enhancements 
that preserve the form and 
components of the neigh-
borhood,” she added. 

Commissioner Michael 
DiMella called the work 
impressive but expressed 
concerns that it needed to 
provide more opportuni-
ties for housing.

Commissioner Drew 
Leff also commended the 
work and echoed DiMel-
la’s point about providing 
more housing opportuni-
ties.  

Ultimately, the zoning 
amendments were ap-
proved unanimously by 
a vote of 8-0. To view a 
recording of the meeting, 
visit https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=sQp_
Hzf8j8A.

discussed at last week’s 
meeting would preserve 
parts of the church’s fa-
cade and incorporate 
it into a new five-story 
building with 40 units and 
30 parking spaces. 

The East Boston Times 
covered this meeting in last 
week’s edition of the paper. 
To learn more about the 
meeting, visit https://east-
ietimes.com/2024/04/24/
community-discusses-po-
tential-mount-carmel-de-
velopment-plan/. 

Now, a week later, the 
GSCA used a portion of 
its meeting to discuss the 
preliminary plans and al-
low residents to make their 
voices heard. 

After Neel Batra, a 
GSCA Board Member, re-
capped the meeting, Paul 
Passacantilli of Hanover 
Battery Strategies, who 
helped host last week’s 
meeting along with the 
proponent — Nick Dilibe-
ro — was given the oppor-
tunity to speak. 

Passacantilli, who indi-
cated that the property was 
under agreement, thanked 

folks for coming to the 
meeting and stressed that 
it was truly preliminary. 

“Myself and Nick Di-
libero feel like there’s 
an opportunity to take a 
building that’s been sit-
ting in disrepair whether 
it’s been approved by the 
BPDA or not and create a 
project that will actually 
get built,” said Passacan-
tilli. 

“We feel that there’s 
a path forward. Howev-
er, we’re still waiting on 
guidance from the BPDA 
and the city on what that 
path looks like,” he added. 

Following Passacantil-
li’s comments, the floor 
was open for attendees to 
provide feedback. 

Marisa DiPietro spoke 
about a concern raised 
during last week’s meeting 
regarding going through 
another approval process 
after development at the 
property has been in the 
works for years. 

However, she said, “It 
sounds like the people who 
own the building — the 
land now — I don’t think 

that they’re going to do 
anything with it. So I think 
if we don’t allow Nick and 
Paul to go forward with 
their plan, it’s just going to 
sit there for more years to 
come.” 

DiPietro continued and 
thought that it would be 
prudent to allow Passa-
cantilli and Dilibero to 
develop the church and 
complimented the plan 
of preserving some of the 
church’s facade. 

A GSCA Board Mem-
ber, Jane O’Reilly, seemed 
to voice opposition to the 
plan, indicating that the 
building should not be 
built up to five stories. She 
also said, “We don’t need 
40 more condos there.” 

Passacantilli responded 
to O’Reilly’s comments 
and talked about some of 
the pushback from neigh-
bors about having five 
stories in an area that will 
only allow a maximum 
of four stories under new 
zoning. 

While Passacantilli un-
derstood the stance of res-
idents who did not want 

to see the building at five 
stories, he said, “When 
we’re trying to preserve 
a church that’s been there 
100 years, and obvious-
ly it’s understood that the 
community knows it’s go-
ing to be expensive I think 
we have to look at this 
through a very different 
lens.” 

“The reason why the 
church isn’t being built 
currently is feasibility, this 
idea of what it’s going to 
cost and the idea of how 
could we truly get this 
project built,” he added 
before acknowledging the 
fifth floor would allow 
enough units to save the 
church. 

Passacantilli contin-
ued by talking about the 
six-figure cost of asbestos 
removal and public safety 
issues at the property re-
vealed by Boston Police at 
the meeting. 

“We’re just trying to 
come in, and we’re trying 
to figure out a way to add 
some life back into this 
building,” he said. 

O’Reilly then asked for 
more specifics regarding 
what part of the church 
would be preserved. Pas-
sacantilli responded, indi-
cating that the preliminary 
plan includes keeping the 
facade along the Frank-
fort Street elevation from 
ground level to the roof-
line and about 20 or 30 
yards down Gove Street. 

Another GSCA Board 
Member, Lorraine Curry, 
believed the preliminary 
proposal should be taken 
seriously. 

“If we have an oppor-
tunity to do something 

with the church and the 
rectory, I think we should 
look at that very seriously 
because we have no clue 
what’s going to happen 
with the convent and the 
parking lot,” she said. 

The question of whether 
RISE Together could sell 
part of the approved proj-
ect and whether the buyer 
could propose something 
new was also pondered, 
and Passacantilli seemed 
to think there was no is-
sue.  

As the discussion con-
tinued, there was debate 
about whether there was 
consensus supporting the 
preliminary proposal. 

While DiPietro said she 
got the sense from people 
she spoke with that the 
community was behind 
the proposal, Batra dis-
agreed. 

“I did not walk away 
from that meeting feeling 
that there was an over-
whelming sense that the 
community is definitely 
behind this new idea,” 
said Batra.

Paola Villatoro, a GSCA 
Board Member, also indi-
cated there were differing 
opinions but thought that 
some people who were 
opposed to the idea went 
into the meeting with the 
mindset that it was the old 
proposal or nothing. 

Before the end of the 
discussion, there was a 
heated moment in which 
Passacantilli took excep-
tion to a question asked by 
an attendee in the chat. 

The attendee had asked 
if DiPietro was a project 
proponent or just a citi-
zen providing feedback, 

which Batra then relayed, 
as is customary in GSCA 
meetings. 

While DiPietro indicat-
ed that she only has ties 
to the project emotionally, 
not financially, Passacan-
tilli said that asking the 
question was aggressive 
and that the question itself 
was unfair. 

Regarding the next 
steps, Passacantilli said, 
“We have a call into the 
BPDA, and so we’re just 
waiting for the BPDA to 
respond. Once they re-
spond, we’ll have a fol-
low-up meeting, and then 
we’ll take it from there.” 

Ultimately, several oth-
er comments about the 
preliminary proposal were 
made before the GSCA 
meeting ended, including 
one attendee who thought 
that the old plan needed 
to be let go of and another 
attendee raising concerns 
about motor vehicle densi-
ty with the hotel, and other 
projects nearby impacting 
school children walking in 
the area every day. 

In the end, Passacantilli 
emphasized this is an on-
going discussion. “We’re 
all about neighborhood 
engagement. As we make 
advancements, you guys 
will be in the know,” he 
said. 

After a productive dis-
cussion on Monday, it is 
important to note that the 
GSCA’s next meeting will 
be on a different date than 
usual because of Memo-
rial Day. The next GSCA 
meeting is scheduled for 
May 20.

GSCA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.
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created together.” Coletta 
also stated that it would be 
“fiscally irresponsible” to 
go back to the makeshift 
variance approval process 
the ZBA has historical-
ly undertaken, given the 
taxpayer dollars and time 
that has been dedicated to 
establish a development 
ceiling and predictability 
in East Boston. 

PLAN: East Boston is a 
five-year planning initia-
tive conducted in partner-
ship with elected officials, 
Boston Planning and De-
velopment Agency staff, 
and community members. 
The initiative was spear-
headed to codify planning 
to dictate development af-
ter many years of having 
developers take advan-
tage of Boston’s outdated 
zoning code. Coletta also 
noted, “Multiple iterations 
of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA) member-
ship allowed for prece-
dent setting exceptions, or 
variances of hardship, and 
made them the rule. For 
many years in East Bos-
ton, zoning occurred on 
an ad hoc basis which led 

to irresponsible proposals 
inconsistent with existing 
design or uses.”

She went on to say, 
“Unfortunately, there is 
already concern that the 
ZBA will approve vari-
ances that are not in line 
with this text amendment. 
After the BPDA board ap-
proved PLAN: East Bos-
ton in January, my staff 
attended a ZBA hearing 
on March 12th to speak in 
opposition of 141 Addison 
Street due to misalign-
ment with the plan. How-
ever, despite community 
opposition, the board ap-
proved the proposal. This 
is a concerning precedent 
for the ZBA to set that 
must be addressed if this 
zoning text amendment is 
approved.”

Following the release 
of the first draft of PLAN: 
East Boston in 2022, there 
were several concerns 
from the community relat-
ed to height, density, tran-
sit, and historic preserva-
tion. Coletta and the state 
delegation heeded those 
concerns and advocated 
for meaningful changes 

directly to the Mayor and 
the BPDA. They ultimate-
ly moved many aspects of 
the Plan to an iteration that 
is truly reflective of what 
residents wanted. The fi-
nal iteration of the Plan in-
cludes changes to housing 
and transportation, such 
as:

• Pushed for zoning in 
residential areas consis-
tent with neighborhood 
context while setting a 
ceiling for height, densi-
ty, set backs, and parking 
requirements for future 
development; appropriate 
transition zones between 
sub districts;

• Protected the entirety 
of the Mary Ellen Welch 
Greenway from irrespon-
sible height and density 
levels that would wall off 
the rest of the neighbor-
hood from this vital open 
space;

• Promoted the vibran-
cy of major squares and 
corridors by allowing for 
commercial and small 
business spaces with uses 
that are critical to the 
neighborhood; transit-ori-
ented growth;

• Established maximum 
heights where the BPDA 
holds unique powers in 
special zones like Eco-
nomic Development Ar-
eas and Planned Develop-
ment Areas;

• Prioritization in cre-
ating and preserving af-
fordable housing by in-
stituting a twenty percent 
minimum for Inclusionary 
Development Units (IDP) 
for Article 80 projects;

• Commitment to utiliz-
ing and growing the East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Housing Trust for smaller 
projects;

• Secured historic pres-
ervation considerations 

across East Boston and 
strengthened recommen-
dations to preserve exist-
ing structures;

• Pushed back on a 
one-size-fits all “road 
diet” strategy for Ben-
nington, Meridian, and 
Border Streets and re-
ceived a commitment for 
a thoughtful planning and 
design process in the fu-
ture;

• Encouraged creative 
solutions to multi-modal 
safety issues across East 
Boston including better 
signaling and signage, 
on-street infrastructure 
improvements like bump 
outs and speed humps; and

• Amplified ferry ser-
vice recommendations 
and improved regional 
connections.

To read the full text of 
Councilor Coletta’s letter, 
please visit: https://bit.ly/
EB_Zoning 

The Boston Zoning 
Commission approved the 
new zoning amendment 
during their meeting on 
April 24, 2024.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact the Of-
fice of Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta by phone at (617) 
635-3200 or by email at 
gabriela.ramirez@boston.
gov.
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By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6

See McGARY Page 2

Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 

Friday, February 10, 2023
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
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On Wednesday, April 
24, the East Boston 
Chamber of Commerce 
and East Boston Main 
Streets hosted a Ribbon 
Cutting ceremony for the 
grand opening of Mr. Pa-
cho Colombian food truck 
at Maverick Square in 
the East Boston business 
community. 

Citations were pre-
sented from the office of 
the State Senator Lydia 
Edwards and from City 
Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta’s office for business 
success to the owners Jael 
Misas and Francisco Ech-
everri.   

Congratulations to Mr. 
Pachos on the opening of 
their East Boston busi-

ness. 
If you are interested 

in joining the Chamber 
please email at eastboston-
chamberofcommerce@
gmail.com or for more 
information about the 
Chamber visit the website 
at www.eastbostoncham-
berofcommerce.com. 

-----
El miércoles 24 de abril, 

la Cámara de Comercio de 
East Boston y East Boston 
Main Streets organizaron 
una ceremonia de corte 
de cinta para la gran in-
auguración del camión de 
comida colombiana del 
Sr. Pacho en Maverick 
Square en la comunidad 
empresarial de East Bos-
ton.

Se presentaron citas de 
la oficina de la Senadora 
Estatal Lydia Edwards y 
de la oficina de la Conce-
jal de la Ciudad, Gabriela 
Coletta, por el éxito em-
presarial de los propietari-
os Jael Misas and Francis-
co Echeverri.

Felicidades al Sr. 
Pachos por la apertura de 
su negocio en East Bos-
ton.

Si está interesado en 
unirse a la Cámara, en-
víe un correo electrónico 
a eastbostonchamberof-
commerce@gmail.com 
o para obtener más infor-
mación sobre la Cámara, 
visite el sitio web en 
www.eastbostonchamber-
ofcommerce.com.

Pictured: Mr. Pacho Colombian Food Truck Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting held on 
4/24/24 with owners Jael Misas and Francisco Echeverri including supporters and repre-
sentatives from State Senator Lydia Edward’s office and City Councilor Gabriela Coletta’s 
office and Miguel Vargas (East Boston Main Street) and Shirley Fabbo (East Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce – not pictured.)

On Thursday, April 25, 
the East Boston Chamber 
of Commerce and East 
Boston Main Streets host-
ed a Ribbon Cutting for 
the grand opening of Los 
Alebrijes at 192 Sumner 
Street in the East Boston 
business community. 

A citation was pre-
sented from the office of 
the State Senator Lydia 

Edwards and a toast was 
made for business suc-
cess to the owners Maria 
Rojas, Gerardo Espinoza, 
and Hector Ramerez.   

Congratulations to Los 
Alebrijes on the opening 
of their East Boston busi-
ness. 

If you are interested 
in joining the Chamber 
please email at eastboston-

chamberofcommerce@
gmail.com or for more 
information about the 
Chamber visit the website 
at www.eastbostoncham-
berofcommerce.com. 

-----
El jueves 25 de abril, la 

Cámara de Comercio de 
East Boston y East Boston 
Main Streets organizaron 
un corte de cinta para la 

gran inauguración de Los 
Alebrijes en el 192 de la 
calle Sumner en la comu-
nidad empresarial de East 
Boston.

Se presentó una cita del 
despacho de la Senadora 
Estatal Lydia Edwards y 
se brindó por el éxito em-
presarial de los propietar-
ios Lina Gaviria y Juan 
David Jaramillo.

Felicidades a Los Ale-
brijes por la apertura de su 
negocio en East Boston.

Si estás interesado en 
unirte a la Cámara, por 
favor envía un correo 
electrónico a eastboston-
chamberofcommerce@
gmail.com o para más 
información sobre la 
Cámara visita el sitio web 
en www.eastbostoncham-
berofcommerce.com.

Pictured: Los Alebrijes Grand Opening held on 4/25/24 
with owners Maria Rojas, Gerardo Espinoza, and Hector 
Ramirez including Miguel Vargas (East Boston Main Street) 
and Shirley Fabbo (East Boston Chamber of Commerce.)

East Boston Chamber of Commerce and East Boston Main Streets News and Notes

Ribbon Cutting ceremony for the grand opening of Mr. Pacho Colombian food truck

Ribbon Cutting for the grand opening of Los Alebrijes

On Thursday, April 4, 
the East Boston Chamber 
of Commerce and East 
Boston Main Streets host-
ed a Ribbon Cutting for 
the grand opening of One 
Beauty Studio at 917 Ben-
nington Street in the East 
Boston business commu-
nity. 

A citation was pre-
sented from the office of 
the State Senator Lydia 
Edwards and a toast was 
made for business success 
to the owners Lina Gaviria 
and Juan David Jaramillo.   

Congratulations to One 
Beauty Studio on the 
opening of their East Bos-
ton business. 

If you are interested 
in joining the Chamber 
please email at eastboston-
chamberofcommerce@
gmail.com or for more 
information about the 
Chamber visit the website 
at www.eastbostoncham-
berofcommerce.com. 

-----
El jueves 4 de abril, la 

Cámara de Comercio de 
East Boston y East Boston 
Main Streets organizaron 
un corte de cinta para la 
gran inauguración de One 
Beauty Studio en el 917 
de la calle Bennington en 
la comunidad empresarial 
de East Boston.

Se presentó una cita del 

despacho de la Senadora 
Estatal Lydia Edwards y 
se brindó por el éxito em-
presarial de los propietar-
ios Lina Gaviria y Juan 
David Jaramillo.

Felicidades a One 
Beauty Studio por la aper-
tura de su negocio en East 
Boston.

Si estás interesado en 
unirte a la Cámara, por 
favor envía un correo 
electrónico a eastboston-
chamberofcommerce@
gmail.com o para más 
información sobre la 
Cámara visita el sitio web 
en www.eastbostoncham-
berofcommerce.com.

Pictured: One Beauty Studio Grand Opening and Open House on 4/4/24 with owners 
Lina Gaviria and Juan David Jaramillo including supporters of their East Boston busi-
ness including Miguel Vargas (East Boston Main Street) and Shirley Fabbo (East Boston 
Chamber of Commerce – not pictured.)

Ribbon Cutting for the grand opening of One Beauty Studio
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