
By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

On Monday, a sizeable 
audience of residents gath-
ered at the Embassy Suites 
Boston to discuss prelim-
inary plans for develop-
ment at 120-128 Gove 
Street, which includes the 
site of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church. 

In September 2015, 
it was announced that 
Mount Carmel Church and 
its property had been sold 
to Frankfort Gove LLC. 
Fast-forward to March 
2019, the abovementioned 
entity had a project en-
compassing four parcels 
at 115, 120, 128-134 Gove 
Street, and 21-43 Frank-
fort Street approved by 
the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency’s 
(BPDA) Board. 

According to docu-
ments on the BPDA’s 
website, the project ap-
proved in March 2019 
consisted of two buildings 

containing 108 condo-
minium units and 84 park-
ing spaces. 

As part of the project, 
the church was slated to 
be renovated and con-
verted into a residential 
building with 14 condos 
— four of which are af-
fordable — and 13 park-
ing spaces were planned 
to be included on a land-
scaped lot where the rec-
tory is located. 

The other building in 
the project was approved 
to be placed in the area of 
the convent building and a 
vacant lot. It was slated to 
be five stories and contain 
94 condos and 71 parking 
spaces. 

It should also be noted 
that this approved project 
also called for the dem-
olition of the rectory and 
convent buildings. 

However, in June 2022, 
the property and approved 
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The Friends of the MaryEllen Greenway hosted a Clean Up Day to 
celebrate Earth Day over the weekend.  The event was sponsored by 
the Friends of the Mary Ellen Greenway and the Eastie Gals.

CELEBRATING EARTH DAY

COURTESY PHOTOS

Marathon Daffodil Dash at 
Suffolk Downs rescheduled 

Special to the Times-Free Press

The third annual Mar-
athon Daffodil Dash has 
been rescheduled for Sun-
day, April 28, from 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m. Meet us at 
the historic finish line for 
a fun run based on your 
age group. Registration is 
open but spots are limited. 
All runners registered for 
the original event date do 
not need to register again. 
All race participants will 

receive a bib number and 
race t-shirt.

 After the race, hang 
out in the Paddock with 
snacks, face painting, 
flower crowns, and a DJ! 
Check out our local ven-
dors Crepe Shop Boston 
and Eloti Boston.

 This event is hosted in 
partnership with City of 
Revere Parks and Recre-
ation and the Marathon 
Daffodil Project.

Coletta holds hearing on 
proposed legislation of 
property tax classification

Special to the Times-Free Pres

Boston City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta (District 
1) chaired a Government 
Operations committee 
hearing last week to dis-
cuss a petition for a special 
law regarding property tax 
classification in the City of 
Boston. This Home Rule 
Petition was sponsored by 
Mayor Michelle Wu and is 
a temporary tool seeking 
to protect residents from 
property tax increases to 
mitigate potential revenue 
shortfalls from declining 

commercial valuations. 
Boston’s proposed 

FY 2025 operating bud-
get totaling $4.46 billion 
dollar budget is largely 
funded by increased prop-
erty tax growth. Boston 
receives 71% of its reve-
nue from property taxes. 
Of the 71%, 58% of that 
is funded by commercial 
property taxes. Recent re-
ports illuminate a poten-
tial nationwide decline in 
commercial property val-
uations due to slow eco-

See HEARING Page 8

Mayor Michelle Wu joined City departments and external partners on Monday, April 22, for an Earth Day celebration at 
City Hall Plaza. The event highlighted strategies for making Boston the greenest city in the country, with resources avail-
able to help residents engage in climate action. The event ran from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m., with the Mayor participating at 1:45 
p.m. Other key speakers included Rev. Mariama White-Hammond, Chief of Environment, Energy, and Open Space, and 
Oliver Sellers-Garcia, Green New Deal Director. Mayor Michelle Wu (photo above) and Mariama White-Hammond, Chief of 
Environment, celebrate Earth Day on City Hall Plaza with residents. Below are scenes from the event.

WU LEADS EARTH DAY CELEBRATION ON CITY HALL PLAZA

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY MIKE MEJIA

Community discusses 
potential Mount Carmel 
development plan
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to editor@eastietimes.com.   
Letters must be signed. We  reserve the right to 

edit for length and content.
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Retail theft impacts consumer and employee safety, 
residential quality of life

By DA Kevin Hayden:

Two women are facing 
shoplifting charges after 
police recovered approxi-
mately 200 stolen clothing 
items in the vehicle they 
used to flee after shop-
lifting on Newbury Street 
Monday, and an Everett 
man was charged Tuesday 
for stealing over $5,000 
worth of designer sun-
glasses from Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace, District At-
torney Kevin Hayden an-
nounced.

The shoplifting arraign-
ments come amid an effort 
by Hayden’s office to work 
with retailers, police and 
the business community to 
increase consumer and em-
ployee safety and to help 
address closures of Boston 
stores.  Four Walgreens 
pharmacies have closed in 
the city over the last two 
years.

“Store-based theft, es-
pecially targeted theft by 
repeat offenders, is a fac-
tor we must address in our 
effort to provide our res-
idents convenient access 
to pharmacies and other 
retail stores.  It’s an issue 
that affects quality of life 
for everyone and it’s an 
issue we’re taking serious-
ly, both by addressing the 
crimes themselves and the 
underlying circumstanc-
es,” Hayden said.

MONET WILLIAMS, 
28, of Lowell was charged 
with shoplifting by aspor-
tation and common and 
notorious thief. KAYLA 
HARRIS, 29, of Mattapan, 
was charged with shoplift-
ing by asportation. Judge 
James Coffey ordered both 
Williams and Harris to stay 
away from the Zara on 
Newbury Street. Both are 
due back in Central BMC 
on May 29.

At about 12:25 p.m. on 
April 8, Boston police re-
sponded to Zara at 212 
Newbury Street for a lar-
ceny in progress. Officers 
were informed by a store 
employee that the sus-
pects took six items worth 
$163.40 and then got into a 
navy Jeep driven by a third 
person and fled toward 
Massachusetts Avenue.

Officers conducted a 
traffic stop and observed 
the driver, later identified 
as Harris, the front seat 
passenger, later identified 
as Williams, and a male 
passenger seated in the rear 
driver side seat and multi-

ple trash bags filled with 
clothing items.

Harris told officers 
they were in Zara but did 
not take anything and her 
jacket had set the alarm 
off. Williams told officers 
none of the items in the car 
were from Zara and she 
was planning to bring the 
clothes to a baby shower 
later in the day.

Officers recovered all of 
the stolen items described 
except for a white T-shirt. 
Officers also recovered ap-
proximately 200 addition-
al items from the vehicle 
from brands such as Nike, 
Target, and Old Navy with 
price tags still attached 
without any receipts. These 
items were mostly con-
tained in white trash bags 
or loosely strewn about the 
vehicle. A pair of wire cut-
ters were recovered from 
Williams’ jacket pocket.

Williams has open cases 
in West Roxbury BMC and 
Lowell District Court, in-
cluding larceny and assault 
and battery.

RICHARD PAYNE, 
48, of Everett was charged 
with larceny over $1200 
by single scheme and com-
mon and notorious thief 
as a result of an ongoing 
investigation into multiple 
larcenies from Sunglass 
Hut between December 
and April, in which 16 
pairs of Versace sunglass-
es were stolen with a total 
estimated retail value of 
$5530.

Judge James Coffey 
ordered Payne held on 
$2,500 bail and to stay 
away from Sunglass Hut. 
Payne is due back in Cen-
tral BMC on May 7.

At about 1:20 p.m. on 
April 8, Boston police ob-
served Payne enter Sun-
glass Hut in Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace. As the detec-
tive walked into the store, 
he announced “Boston po-
lice” which caused Payne 
to remove the sunglasses 
from his pants and place 
them back on the display 
case. Payne was wearing 
the same distinctive pom-
pom knit hat, black framed 
glasses, black ski-mask, 
and black shoes from the 
previous incidents.

On December 16, 2023, 
Payne took two pairs of 
Versace sunglasses and 
returned on December 18, 
2023, and took two more 
pairs, with a retail value 
of $1,444. Payne was seen 
wearing the same shoes, 

backpack, glasses, and ski-
mask on both days.

On January 14, Payne 
was seen walking into the 
store with a multi-colored 
knit hat, a black ski-mask, 
black shoes and black 
glasses holding a notebook. 
Payne took three pairs of 
Versace sunglasses and re-
turned on January 16, and 
took four more pairs, total-
ing $2,482 worth of stolen 
merchandise. 

On March 30, Payne was 
seen wearing a multi-col-
ored knit hat with a pom-
pom on top, and a black 
ski-mask, black glasses 
and clothing and took three 
pairs of sunglasses, worth 
$975.

Police recovered two 
pairs of sunglasses, worth 
over $600 from the April 8 
incident.

Police also recovered 
a multi-colored knit cap 
with a pom-pom, a black 
ski-mask, a dark colored 
backpack, a notebook, a 
gray and black jacket, and 
black glasses from Payne, 
all items he was seen wear-
ing during the previous re-
ported incidents.  

Payne has a 29-page 
board of probation record 
dating back to 1992 with 
numerous larceny and 
shoplifting convictions.

Hayden’s office is work-
ing with regional retailer 
groups and small business 
owners to discuss safety 
concerns and to help store 
managers strategize re-
sponses to shoplifting and 
retail larcenies. The meet-
ings have come amid in-

creasing national and local 
frustrations around retail 
crime, along with concerns 
over the closure of stores 
serving minority commu-
nities in Boston.

“We want shoppers to 
feel safe going into stores 
and we want retailers and 
their employees to feel 
safe in their work envi-
ronments.  Many consum-
ers still enjoy an in-store 
shopping experience and 
we want to help retailers 
continue to provide it to 
them,” Hayden said. 

All charged individuals 
are presumed innocent un-
til and unless proven guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt.

Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden’s 
office serves the communi-
ties of Boston, Chelsea, Re-
vere, and Winthrop, Mass. 
The office handles over 
20,000 cases a year. More 
than 160 attorneys in the 
office practice in nine dis-
trict and municipal courts, 
Suffolk Superior Court, the 
Massachusetts Appeals 
Court, the Supreme Judi-
cial Court, and the Boston 
Juvenile Courts. The office 
employs some 300 people 
and offers a wide range of 
services and programs to 
serve anyone who comes in 
contact with the criminal 
justice system. This office 
is committed to educating 
the public about the ser-
vices we provide, our com-
mitment to crime preven-
tion, and our dedication 
to keeping the residents of 
Suffolk County safe.

By Senator Ed Markey

There are a lot of rea-
sons why I’m honored to 
serve the great Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, 
and its natural beauty 
holds a special place in my 
heart. From the world-fa-
mous beaches of Cape 
Cod to the breathtaking 
Berkshires, Mother Na-
ture is here in all her glory 
in our communities. When 
I’m working on Capitol 
Hill alongside the mem-
bers of the Massachusetts 
congressional delegation 
fighting for the people of 
the state, I always keep in 
mind the importance of 
protecting our natural en-
vironment and ensuring a 
livable future.

Under President Joe 
Biden, we’ve taken his-
toric strides to protect our 
air and our drinking water, 
to promote environmental 
justice, and to reduce the 
harmful pollution fueling 
the climate crisis. The 
Inflation Reduction Act 
is the largest climate and 
clean energy bill ever to 
pass in American history, 
and it is already helping 
to deploy the solar, wind, 
energy efficiency, offshore 
wind, battery, and other 
clean energy technologies 
that will help bring an 
end to fossil fuels. But we 
know there is much more 
work to do. 

Friend, as you know, 
there is no Planet B. We 
can’t afford to kick the 

issue of climate change 
down the road. We need 
an intersectional, inter-
generational movement 
mobilizing and organiz-
ing to address this global 
challenge. That’s why, 
five years ago, I partnered 
with Rep. Alexandria Oc-
asio-Cortez to introduce 
the Green New Deal, a 
resolution that is trans-
forming our national cli-
mate agenda by creating 
new union jobs, delivering 
long-overdue justice, and 
reducing emissions. It’s a 
winning strategy: 89% of 
Americans support at least 
one of the policies put for-
ward in the Green New 
Deal. We’re already seeing 
these popular policies take 
effect in Massachusetts: in 

Boston, a Green New Deal 
was put into place for all 
public schools, and every 
new or renovated munici-
pal building must operate 
without fossil fuels. 

Friend, this Earth Day, 
I’m proud of the work 
we’ve done, and I’m en-
ergized for the work that 
lies ahead. In every race, 
up and down every bal-
lot, it is critical that we 
vote for candidates who 
recognize that it is our re-
sponsibility to combat the 
climate crisis and enact 
solutions in all of our 351 
cities and towns. In 2024, 
let’s resolve to protect and 
defend every inch of our 
state’s natural beauty for 
generations to come.

Guest Op-ed

Happy Earth Day

EARTH DAY SINCE 1970: 
WINNING SOME BATTLES, 

BUT LOSING THE WAR
For those of us who were around for the first Earth 

Day in 1970, the steady but sure demise of our environ-
ment over the past 54 years has been nothing less than 
depressing.

When the first Earth Day was celebrated on April 22, 
1970, Americans on all sides of the political spectrum 
were united in the effort to clean up the environment in 
the wake of the disastrous oil spill off the coast of Santa 
Barbara, California, in January of 1969 and the specta-
cle of the chemical-laden Cuyahoga River in Cleveland 
catching fire a few months later.

Congress passed a bill, signed by Richard Nixon, cre-
ating the Environmental Protection Agency in Decem-
ber, 1970, and soon thereafter enacted the Clean Water 
Act, the Clean Air Act, and the Endangered Species Act, 
all of which have accomplished a great deal to make our 
environment a healthier place both for us and the plants 
and animals with whom we share this planet.

However, with 50 years of hindsight, it is apparent 
that we fell victim to the well-worn axiom that we didn’t 
see the forest for the trees. All of the good that was ac-
complished by improving our air and water quality and 
saving some species from extinction has been far out-
weighed by the insidious onslaught of climate change 
that threatens to make the planet uninhabitable for al-
most every living thing, other than perhaps for cock-
roaches (which have been around for more than 300 
million years).

Global warming, both of the air and the oceans, poses 
an existential threat to life as we know it, and is accel-
erating faster than even the worst-case scenarios that 
some climate scientists had predicted. Climate change 
epitomizes what scientists refer to as a positive feed-
back loop: The hotter we are today, the hotter we will 
be tomorrow. 

Ocean temperatures have set heat records every day 
for the past year, and still are climbing. As a result, 
more than 50% of the world’s coral reefs presently are 
“bleached” and dying.

But with the world’s energy needs growing exponen-
tially thanks to the industrialization of underdeveloped 
nations and the need in developed nations for ever-in-
creasing sources of energy to run our AI computers, the 
chances of reducing our reliance on fossil fuels is all but 
zero for the foreseeable future.

Even more insidiously, we literally are drowning in a 
sea of plastic waste. For those of us who grew up in the 
‘60s, it is sadly ironic that the catch-word for the future 
in the movie, The Graduate, was, “Plastics!” -- and now, 
60 years later, we have learned that microplastics are 
accumulating in our tissues and in every organ in our 
bodies because they are in the food we eat and the water 
we drink.

Perhaps the coup de grace for the planet’s demise is 
that environmental groups are now their own worst en-
emies. The push to build wind and solar farms has been 
met by pushback from groups who insist on mandatory 
environmental reviews -- established by those laws in 
the 1970s -- that can hold up the installation of trans-
mission lines for these clean energy projects for more 
than a decade.

In short, we have won many battles in the effort to 
clean up our environment and to save endangered plants 
and animals since the first Earth Day. We can swim and 
fish in Boston Harbor and even in the Charles River (the 
subject of the 1960s rock anthem, Dirty Water). The seal 
(and great white shark) population, which was non-exis-
tent in this area in 1970, has returned to Cape Cod in the 
tens of thousands each summer.

Although our air and water are free of many of the 
substances, such as leaded gasoline, emissions from 
coal-fired power plants, and DDT, that were poisoning 
the earth in 1970, their removal was just low-hanging 
fruit, amounting to nothing more than Pyrrhic victories.

The inconvenient truth is that climate change, an un-
heard-of concept in 1970, has left all living beings (ex-
cept for the cockroaches) in a far more precarious place 
than we were 54 years ago.
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, wedding and birth 

announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories and 
photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, 

Revere, MA 02151.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and 
photos to deb@reverejournal.com

Development // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Happy Birthday, Richie!

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu 
announced the appoint-
ment of Brian Swett as 
the City of Boston’s Chief 
Climate Officer, leading 
the Environment, Energy 
and Open Space (EEOS) 
Cabinet. This Cabinet is                                          
currently overseen by 
Reverend Mariama White-          
Hammond who will be 
transitioning out of her 
role on April 26. In this 
role, Swett is charged with 
spearheading the Mayor’s 
bold agenda on climate 
action while advancing 
Boston’s commitment to 
sustainability, resilience, 
and environmental jus-
tice. The EEOS Cabinet 
includes the Environment 
Department, the Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment, the Office of His-
toric Preservation, and the 
Office of Food Justice. In 
this expanded role, Swett 
will also work to develop 
and co-lead a new Climate 
Cabinet alongside Bos-
ton’s Green New Deal Di-
rector, Oliver Sellers-Gar-
cia. The Climate Cabinet 
will implement innovative 
climate policies and pro-
grams to support decar-
bonization and resilience, 
reaffirming Boston’s role 
as a national leader in cli-
mate action. 

“Brian is a visionary 
leader with a proven track 
record of taking on climate 
challenges to improve 
the health and prosperity 
of our communities. He 
brings decades of experi-
ence implementing decar-
bonization, resilience, and 

energy transition programs 
with environmental justice 
principles at the core,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“I am thrilled to welcome 
Brian back to the City of 
Boston and look forward 
to his passion, expertise, 
and collaborative spirit to 
lead us forward in our cli-
mate work, and build on 
the strong foundation that 
has already been set.” 

Swett is a nationally 
recognized leader in cli-
mate change and sustain-
ability strategy with over 
two decades of leadership 
experience in municipal 
government, private sec-
tor real estate develop-
ment, federal government, 
and non-profit sectors. He 
combines his advanced 
business, policy, and sci-
ence background to lead 
effective policy develop-
ment and management for 
built and natural environ-
ments. Swett’s expertise 
includes sustainability 
strategy, energy and cli-
mate policy, green build-
ings, policy and program 

development, and perfor-
mance management. He 
is currently a Principal 
at Arup, a global engi-
neering, design and con-
sulting firm focused on 
sustainable development. 
Based out of Boston, he 
is a board member of its 
Americas Region and 
leads Arup’s East Geogra-
phy, composed of Arup’s 
offices in Boston, New 
York City, New Jersey, 
Chicago, and Washington, 
DC. Prior to joining Arup, 
Swett served as Boston’s 
Chief of EEOS from 2012 
to 2015. Over his tenure, 
Swett led a variety of ma-
jor policy and program 
initiatives including devel-
oping and passing a rental 
inspection ordinance and 
Boston’s energy bench-
marking ordinance, BER-
DO. He launched Climate 
Ready Boston, the City of 
Boston’s initiative to plan 
for the near and long-term 
impacts of climate change 
and led the update of the 
2015 Climate Action Plan. 
Under his leadership, 
Boston was recognized 
by the American Council 
for an Energy-Efficient 
Economy (ACEEE) as 
the #1 city in the country 
for energy efficiency poli-
cies and programs in their 
2013 and 2015 biennial 
rankings. 

“I am deeply honored 
and grateful to be appoint-
ed as the first Chief Cli-
mate Officer for the City of 
Boston, and I am thrilled 
to lead the EEOS Cabi-
net,” said Brian Swett, in-
coming Chief Climate Of-
ficer. “Climate change is 

the existential threat of our 
time, and I look forward to 
once again serving Boston 
residents and working 
alongside Mayor Wu and 
the incredibly talented 
staff at the City. Collab-
orating with government 
agencies, non-profits, and 
the private sector, I am 
confident we can deliver 
a decarbonized, climate 
resilient, and just Boston 
for current and future gen-
erations.” 

During Swett’s tenure 
as a leader at Arup, he has 
led and worked on a vari-
ety of sustainability, decar-
bonization and resilience 
projects in the Boston area 
including the Wharf Dis-
trict Council Protection & 
Resiliency Plan, Carbon 
Free Boston, the Lower 
Mystic Regional Critical 
Infrastructure Assessment, 
and the Downtown Boston 
Master Plan, among oth-
ers. Swett’s history of ex-
ecutive leadership, techni-
cal expertise, and driving 
systemic change within 
large, complex organiza-
tions makes him the ideal 
candidate to lead Boston’s 
sustainability strategy. 
Brian returns to the City 
of Boston with a partic-
ular focus on expediting 
Boston’s decarbonization 
work, implementing cli-
mate resilience strategies, 
and enabling the transition 
to green energy, while em-
bedding environmental 
and racial justice in all of 
Boston’s climate policies 
and programs. The Chief 
Climate Officer will serve 
as a thought leader and 
communicator on May-

or Wu’s climate agenda, 
driving engagement and 
awareness across Boston’s 
communities.

“I have worked with 
Brian for over a decade, 
and his experience ad-
vancing climate action 
through public and pri-
vate partnerships, real 
estate development, and 
business will be critical as 
we navigate the complex-
ities of implementing our 
ambitious climate plans,” 
said Oliver Sellers-Gar-
cia, Green New Deal Di-
rector. “I am thrilled to be 
working with Brian again 
to realize our vision for a 
sustainable, resilient, and 
equitable Boston.” 

“Brian is a terrific lead-
er in the climate space and 
he has already helped the 
Boston Housing Authority 
design our roadmap for de-
carbonization in his work 
with Arup,” said Kenzie 
Bok, BHA Administrator. 
“I am excited to see him 
return his commitment, 
passion, and creativity to 
City Hall.”

“Boston Harbor Now is 
thrilled that Brian Swett 
is returning to the City 
of Boston to lead Mayor 
Wu’s visionary work to 
tackle the climate crisis,” 
said Kathy Abbott, Pres-
ident and CEO of Boston 
Harbor Now. “With his 
extensive knowledge and 
experience spanning gov-
ernment, the private sec-
tor, and non-profits, Brian 
is an exceptional candi-
date for this critical role. 
I can not think of a better 
leader to make real prog-
ress on Boston’s climate 

actions.” 
“I applaud the appoint-

ment of Brian Swett as 
the Chief Climate Officer 
for the City of Boston. In 
his roles of Principal at 
Arup and Co-Chair of the 
Chamber’s Climate & En-
ergy Leadership Council, 
Brian’s strategic and ef-
fective leadership led the 
successful development of 
projects and partnerships 
nationally and globally,” 
said James E. Rooney, 
President and CEO of the 
Greater Boston Chamber 
of Commerce. “The City 
of Boston will benefit 
from his immense exper-
tise in energy and climate 
policy and sustainability 
strategy as he leads the 
climate goals of the City 
forward.”

Swett’s appointment 
builds on the Wu admin-
istration’s commitment 
to enhancing climate re-
silience and green spaces 
through a citywide Green 
New Deal. Last week, 
Mayor Wu shared her 
FY25 Budget which in-
cluded groundbreaking 
investments in climate 
action and adaptation. 
These investments range 
from new personnel in-
vestments, such as a park 
administrator and six 
new maintenance staff to 
maintain Franklin Park, 
to transformative Capi-
tal investments, such as a 
new $75 million City fund 
that leverages State and 
Federal climate resilience 
grants. Swett will begin 
his new role on June 10, 
2024.

Richard Scannelli recently celebrated his 70th Birthday. From all of us at the East Boston 
Times, Happy Birthday, and here’s to another year of health and happiness!

Brian Swett.

Brian Swett announced as the City of Boston’s Chief Climate Officer

project were transferred 
to a new developer, RISE 
Together. In October of 
the same year, the BPDA 
Board approved a notice 
of project change (NPC), 
which altered the project. 

The approved NPC, 
among other changes, 
converted the 94 units in 
the five-story building 
from condominiums to 
rental units. 

Now, in 2024, Paul Pas-
sacantilli of Hanover Bat-
tery Strategies indicated 
in a Facebook post adver-
tising the meeting that the 
current owner is selling 
the project and his group 
has placed the property 
under agreement. 

Nick Dilibero, whom 
Passacantilli introduced 
at the meeting as the pro-
ponent, indicated that the 
potential development is 
focused on the 14-unit 
church proposal specif-
ically, not the 94-unit 
building. 

Essentially, although 
the projects previously 
approved by the BPDA 
Board encompassed both 
the 14-unit church conver-
sion and renovation along 
with the other 94-unit 
building, the abovemen-
tioned purchase, which 
Dilibero indicated is not 
final, would create a sepa-
rate project. 

This potential sepa-
rate project—the topic 
of Monday’s meeting—
would then have to under-
go a whole new approval 
process.

In speaking about what 
would happen regard-
ing the approved 94-unit 
building, Dilibero said, 
“I have no control of it. I 
have no idea what’s go-
ing to happen there — if 
they’re ever even going 

to break ground, I have no 
idea what’s going on with 
it.”

Dilibero, an East Bos-
ton native who actually 
served as an Altar Boy at 
the church, spoke about 
what the church meant to 
him and the purpose of the 
meeting: gathering feed-
back from the community. 

“The church has deep 
meaning for me as well, 
so our whole plan — what 
we’re trying to present 
here is going to have some 
of my impact that I would 
like to see happen, but also 
whatever feelings that you 
have towards it, we’re go-
ing to try and incorporate 
it all,” said Dilibero. 

As the meeting pro-
gressed, Eric Robinson of 
RODE Architects present-
ed early ideas for develop-
ing the site. 

Throughout his presen-
tation, Robinson empha-
sized certain aspects the 
project team is contem-
plating in creating the de-
velopment, such as traffic 
and circulation, heights, 
use, and more in the neigh-
borhood.  

“Not every project is 
perfect, we understand 
that, but what we want to 
make sure is people under-
stand we’re listening and 
we have a dialogue,” said 
Robinson. 

“We want the neighbor-
hood to embrace the proj-
ect; we don’t want to have 
everybody hate the project 
that doesn’t do anybody 
any good,” he added. 

In what Robinson de-
scribed as “Very, very 
just initial thoughts” and 
“basic dumb block,” there 
is an idea to use selective 
demolition and incorpo-
rate the front and side fa-
cade of the church into a 

new building. 
The new building 

would then consist of five 
stories — four residential 
and one parking — with 
40 units and 30 parking 
spaces. Dilibero also men-
tioned the idea of incorpo-
rating either a prayer area 
or something to remember 
the church into the propos-
al as well. 

Robinson compared 
the idea to a project under 
construction in the South 
End at the Ebenezer Bap-
tist Church. 

“Again, no architecture, 
these are just blue blocks, 
want to be honest with 
that, but what it starts to do 
is really create a backdrop 
and a framework,” said 
Robinson. 

After Robinson 
wrapped up his presen-
tation, Passacantilli dis-
cussed the consideration 
for a fifth floor and alluded 
to the project’s affordabil-
ity aspects, including the 
total number of affordable 
units and the potential area 
median income (AMI) for 
those units. 

The fifth floor is critical 
to note because the site sits 
in the proposed East Bos-
ton Residential (EBR)-4 
zoning subdistrict devel-
oped through PLAN: East 
Boston, which allows a 
maximum of four stories. 

“In your process, I just 
ask you to understand the 
idea of why — we just 
don’t come up and say, 
let’s just throw up a fifth 
floor; it’s all being driven 
by factors like affordabili-
ty,” said Passacantilli. 

Following Passacan-
tilli’s comment, the floor 
was opened to questions 
and comments from the 
audience, and several top-
ics were discussed. 

One attendee, who men-
tioned he was a member 
of the original project’s 
impact advisory group 
(IAG), questioned how 
the church proposal has 
gone from 14 units to 40. 

Passacantilli responded, 
“A standalone project on 
this site offering 14 units 
with four affordables ab-
solutely does not work, 
and I would have to imag-
ine that’s why RISE has 
put it out for bid.” 

“I think our objective 
here tonight is to see — is 
there an opportunity for 
us to move forward with 
something else as a stand-
alone project,” he added. 

The same attendee 
questioned whether the 
project could be split and 
sold the way it had been 
explained because it was 
not approved that way. 
Robinson responded, “My 
experience… but a change 
like that would require 
them — it would go back 
through the neighborhood 
process.” 

Multiple attendees also 

had concerns about the 
height. One attendee want-
ed to ensure that the work 
by community members 
in creating the proposed 
zoning changes through 
PLAN: East Boston was 
not for nothing. 

These attendees feared 
that allowing a height 
variance with the fifth sto-
ry would set a precedent 
and encourage future de-
velopers to exceed height 
maximums in the neigh-
borhood, something res-
idents have been fighting 
against for years. 

The question of wheth-
er units should be rented 
or sold was also raised, 
and Dilibero indicated that 
the idea is for the units to 
be sold. 

Another concern a 
couple of attendees men-
tioned was the potential 
for the project to be sold 
again, in that there is no 
guarantee that something 
will be built after going 
through another commu-
nity process. 

In response to these 

concerns, Dilibero, in 
part, said, “If this project 
was approved, I would be 
building it. That’s what I 
can tell you as of today. I 
don’t know if I’m going to 
be alive in three years… 
you know it’s going to 
take three years to get 
through this process.” 

As the discussion pro-
gressed, multiple attend-
ees shared their thoughts 
about the preliminary 
ideas, asked questions, 
and complimented the 
preservation aspect that is 
currently being pondered. 

Ultimately, Monday’s 
meeting is only the first 
step in what could be a 
long road ahead in the po-
tential development of the 
church. 

“We feel there’s a 
project here. Hopefully, 
there’s middle ground in 
the neighborhood; I think 
we can get there; there’s a 
lot of questions that need 
to be answered,” said Pas-
sacantilli.
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PLEASE VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

We are changing our name.  
Our commitment to community-based care is the same.

Learn more at ebnhc.org

Same neighbors.
New name.

Please mark your cal-
endar and Join us for the 
15th Annual Summer 
Camp Scholarship Auc-
tion Fundraiser on Thurs-
day, June 20th, at 6:00 
p.m. The outdoor tented 
event promises a fun eve-

ning with good friends, 
delicious food, and great 
prizes. Your generosity 
will help to ensure our 
kids enjoy a wonderful 
summer they’ll never for-
get.

Sponsorship oppor-

tunities are available; 
please contact Anita Bel-
monte,Director of Devel-
opment of the Salesian 
Boys & Girls Clubon 150 
Byron Street, East Bos-
ton, or call 617-784-1744 
for more information.

Salesian Boys & Girls Club 

15th Annual  
Scholarship Auction Fundraiser 

A Celebration of Youth 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 

EVENT SPONSOR        $10,000 
10 Complimentary Tickets - Banner Signage at the Event,  
Outdoor Advertising on Billboard, Newspaper Promotion 
 in East Boston Times, Revere Journal, Winthrop Transcript 
 and Post-Gazette, Acknowledgment on Facebook  
Page & Social Media, Invitations via Written and  
Email, Event Program  

PLATINUM SPONSOR $5,000 
6 Complimentary Tickets - Banner Signage at the Event,  
Newspaper Acknowledgment in East Boston Times, Revere  
Journal, Winthrop Transcript, and Post-Gazette,  
Acknowledgment on Facebook Page & Social Media,  
Invitations via Written and Email, Event Program  

GOLD SPONSOR  $2,500 
4 Complimentary Tickets - Banner Signage at the Event,  
Newspaper Acknowledgment in East Boston Times, Revere  
Journal, Winthrop Transcript, and Post-Gazette,  
Acknowledgment on Facebook Page & Social Media, 

             Invitations via Written and Email, Event Program  

SILVER SPONSOR  $1,000 
2 Complimentary Tickets - Acknowledgment on Facebook  
Page & Social Media, Event Program  

BRONZE SPONSOR   $   500 
	 1	Complimentary	Ticket	-	Acknowledgment on Social Media  

and in the Event Program  

2 WEEK CAMPERSHIP SPONSOR    $   250 
Acknowledgment in Event Program 

Thank You for Supporting Our Kids!

 

“GREAT	FUTURES	START	HERE”

	

The annual Boston 
Marathon Jimmy Fund 
Walk presented by Hyun-
dai will culminate at a new 
finish line this year – in-
side the heart of the city, at 
the Boston Common due 
to ongoing construction 
in Copley Square. Just a 
short walk further down 
Boylston Street, thou-
sands of walkers will join 
together as they have for 
more than 35 years to cel-
ebrate their beloved Walk 
in America’s oldest public 
park.

Scheduled for Sunday, 
October 6, funds raised 
from the Jimmy Fund 
Walk support all forms of 
adult and pediatric patient 
care and cancer research at 
the nation’s premier can-
cer center, Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute.

“We are excited for 
walkers this year to cross 
the finish line in the Bos-
ton Common,” said Su-
zanne Fountain, vice pres-
ident of the Jimmy Fund. 
“The move to the Boston 
Common, affectionately 
known as the ‘People’s 
Park,’ marks a symbolic 
common finish line—a 
world without cancer. By 
gathering in Boston Com-

mon, we are honoring 
Boston’s roots as a city for 
the people, connected by a 
common cause. We are ea-
ger to get out on the course 
and see all our outstanding 
walkers and teams come 
together to defy cancer.”

One Walk, Four Dis-
tances, For All Cancers

The Jimmy Fund Walk 
is the only organized walk 
permitted on the famed 
Boston Marathon® course, 
and participants have the 
flexibility to choose from 
four distance options: 5K 
Walk (from Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute’s Long-
wood Medical Campus); 
10K Walk (from Newton); 
Half Marathon Walk (from 
Wellesley); and Marathon 
Walk (from Hopkinton). 
Walkers can participate 
virtually, as well.

Whatever route walkers 
choose, participants will 
be supported by hundreds 
of volunteers and treated 
to  refueling stations with 
refreshments throughout 
the course.  Poster-sized 
photographs of patients 
– Jimmy Fund Walk He-
roes –are the heart of the 
event and displayed along 
the course as inspiration. 
All routes will conclude 

at the Jimmy Fund Walk 
Finish Line Powered by 
Schneider Electric at Bos-
ton Common, by the cor-
ner of Charles and Beacon 
Street. Finish line activi-
ties will include a celebra-
tion with food, entertain-
ment, and more.

The Jimmy Fund Walk 
has raised more than $176 
million for Dana-Farber 
Cancer in its 35-year histo-
ry, raising a record-break-
ing $9.4 million in 2023. 
Funds raised from the Jim-
my Fund Walk support all 
forms of adult and pediat-
ric patient care and cancer 
research at the nation’s 
premier cancer center, Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute. 
The Boston Athletic Asso-
ciation has supported the 
Jimmy Fund Walk since 
1989, and Hyundai has 
been the presenting spon-
sor for more than 20 years.

To register for the Walk 
(#JimmyFundWalk) or 
to support a walker, vis-
it www.JimmyFundWalk.
org or call (866) 531-9255. 
Registrants can enter the 
promo code NEWS for $5 
off the registration fee. All 
registered walkers will re-
ceive a bib, medal, and a 
Jimmy Fund Walk T-shirt.

Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk finish line 
to move to the Boston Common for 2024 event

SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIP 
AUCTION FUNDRAISER

Boston East Gallery hosts ‘Beyond Borders’
Boston East Gallery, lo-

cated at 126 Border Street 
in Boston East Apart-
ments, has taken down its 
permanent collection of 
art to host Beyond Border, 
an exhibit of painting and 
mixed media art by mem-
bers of the East Boston 
Artists Group (EBAG). 

Beyond Border opens 
Saturday, April 27 and 
closes Friday, June 14.  
The gallery is open to 
the public from 10:00 
a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. There will 
be an opening reception 
to which the public is in-
vited, in conjunction with 
EBAG’s participation 
Boston Design Week, on 
Saturday, April 27 from 
3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. at 
the gallery at 126 Border 
Street. Special weekend 
hours will be held Satur-
day, April 27, and Sunday 
April 28 from noon – 6:00 
p.m.  

Boston East re-estab-
lished their existing re-
lationship with the East 
Boston Artists Group this 
past November when they 
served as one of the spon-
sors of the EBAG event, 
Harboring Creativity: 
Launching East Boston 
Artists from the ICA Wa-
tershed at the Institute of 
Contemporary Arts Bos-
ton’s East Boston satellite 

facility. That event was 
organized by June Krin-
sky-Rudder, a co-founder 
of EBAG, and EBAG art-
ist, Diane Modica. At that 
time, Boston East’s man-
agement also expressed an 
interest in future collabo-
rations – Beyond Border 
being the first.  

Beyond Border was 
curated by June Krin-
sky-Rudder, Kristen Fre-
itas, and Katie Kimbrell 
and consists of paintings 
and mixed media art by 
East Boston Artists Group 
members: B. Amore, 
Kristen Audette, Matt 
Baynes, Collette Brésilla, 
Jeff Briggs, Brian Burke, 
Maryellen Cahill, Elsa 
Campbell, Sandrine Col-
son, Kristen Freitas, Ka-
tie Kimbrell, June Krin-
sky-Rudder, Charlene 

Liska, Diane Modica, 
Maureen O’Connor, Da-
vid Riley, Joan Ryan, and 
X Bonnie Woods.  

“Boston East has been 
a wonderful community 
partner,” said June Krin-
sky-Rudder. “I reached out 
to Boston East in January, 
and they were quite enthu-
siastic about hosting the 
artists for our first in-per-
son gathering since before 
the pandemic, and again 
in partnering to make this 
exhibit a reality. The gal-
lery is a perfect showcase 
for both the art and the 
neighborhood. We hope 
to continue our collabora-
tions with Boston East in 
the future.” 

East Boston Gallery Be-
yond Border, 126 Border 
Street (details)

KAREVICIUS 
INDUCTED INTO 
THE HONOR 
SOCIETY OF PHI 
KAPPA PHI

Jessica Karevicius of 
East Boston, was recently 
initiated into The Hon-
or Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, the nation’s oldest 
and most selective all-dis-
cipline collegiate honor 
society. Karevicius was 
initiated at University of 
Massachusetts.

Karevicius is among 
approximately 25,000 stu-
dents, faculty, professional 
staff and alumni to be ini-
tiated into Phi Kappa Phi 
each year. Membership is 
by invitation only and re-
quires nomination and ap-
proval by a chapter. Only 
the top 10 percent of se-
niors and 7.5 percent of ju-

niors are eligible for mem-
bership. Graduate students 
in the top 10 percent of the 
number of candidates for 
graduate degrees may also 
qualify, as do faculty, pro-
fessional staff and alumni 
who have achieved schol-
arly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was 
founded in 1897 under the 
leadership of undergrad-
uate student Marcus L. 
Urann who had a desire to 
create a different kind of 
honor society: one that rec-
ognized excellence in all 
academic disciplines. To-
day, the Society has chap-
ters on more than 325 cam-
puses in the United States, 
its territories and the Phil-
ippines. Its mission is “To 
recognize and promote 
academic excellence in all 
fields of higher education 
and to engage the commu-

nity of scholars in service 
to others.”

Since its founding, more 
than 1.5 million members 
have been initiated into 
Phi Kappa Phi. Some of 
the organization’s notable 
members include former 
President Jimmy Carter, 
NASA astronaut Wendy 
Lawrence, novelist John 
Grisham and YouTube 
co-founder Chad Hurley. 
Each year, Phi Kappa Phi 
awards $1.3 million to 
outstanding students and 
members through graduate 
and dissertation fellow-
ships, undergraduate study 
abroad grants, funding for 
post-baccalaureate devel-
opment, and grants for 
local, national and interna-
tional literacy initiatives. 
For more information 
about Phi Kappa Phi, visit 
www.phikappaphi.org.

LOCAL STUDENT EARNS ACADEMIC HONORS

Gove Street Citizens 
Association (GSCA) agen-
da for Monday, April 29, 
meeting,at 6:30 p.m.

Please register for this 
virtual meeting on our web-
site: https://www.goves-
treet.org/meetings

Agenda (60 min)
Community Updates (30 

min)
Updates from BPD (Sgt. 

Cintolo)
Updates from City Hall 

(Mela Villa Gomez)
[TENTATIVE] Eastie 

Farm -  upcoming seedling 
sale and produce program

[TENTATIVE] MBTA 
presenting on Blue Line 

impacts
Community discussion 

(30 min)
How do we build a sense 

of community?
We want to hear the com-

munity’s ideas! We plan to 
discuss events we can host 
and other suggestions.

Potential name change 
of GSCA to be inclusive of 
all neighbors

We would like the Gove 
Street Citizens Association 
community to consider 
changing its name. More 
than 40% of GSCA resi-
dents were born outside the 
United States. While we ac-
knowledge that “Citizens” 

is rightly a source of pride 
for many, for others it may 
signal that they are not wel-
come at our meetings.

GSCA Community 
Meeting - April 2024

Monday, April 29 · 6:30 
– 8:00pm

Video call link: https://
meet.google.com/vkc-po-
jq-dxv

Our next meeting after 
the April meeting will be 
on Monday, May 20, at 
6:30 PM. The May meet-
ing is on the third Monday 
in May because Memorial 
Day is on the fourth Mon-
day in May.

GSCA AGENDA FOR APRIL 29 MEETING
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Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu, in 
partnership with Down-
town North Association, 
announced the return of 
the Boston Playoff Hub 
on Canal Street, creating 
a car-free zone for fans to 
gather before and during 
home playoff games at 
TD Garden. The return of 
this pedestrian zone builds 
on Mayor Wu’s com-
mitment to reimagining 
Boston’s streets and trans-
forming public space in a 
way that’s enjoyable for 
residents, small business 
owners, and visitors.

“We’re thrilled to give 
Boston fans an opportuni-
ty with both the Bruins and 
the Celtics in the playoffs 
this year to come together 
safely, cheer on their fa-
vorite teams, and support 
our local businesses,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “I’m 
grateful to our partners for 
working with us to bring 
back the Playoff Hub, cre-
ating a joyful experience 
for our hockey and basket-
ball fans. I encourage ev-
eryone to come out before 
and during the playoff 
games to build communi-
ty and support our teams.”

“This is a really great 
thing for us to be doing to 
ensure we are encouraging 
local fans to support small 
businesses while celebrat-
ing Boston’s legacy as the 
city of champions at the 
teams’ doorstep! Our fans 
show up for our iconic 
teams year after year, so 
I can’t wait to take part in 
these festivities as we root 
for the Celtics and Bruins 
to take it all the way,” said 
District 8 City Councilor 
Sharon Durkan.

The Playoff Hub will be 
free and open to the pub-
lic, providing more space 
for residents and visitors 
to gather outdoors and 

celebrate Boston’s home 
teams. Canal Street will 
be closed from noon on 
game days, through one 
hour after the game ends. 
Parking regulations will 
be posted ahead of the first 
Bruins playoff game on 
Saturday, April 20. Vehi-
cles in violation of posted 
regulations will be towed. 

“We are looking for-
ward to creating vibrancy 
and camaraderie on Canal 
Street,” said Segun Idowu, 
Chief of Economic Op-
portunity and Inclusion. 
“Activating this space 
will give visitors and res-
idents the opportunity to 
support local businesses 
while supporting Boston’s 
sports teams.” 

“We are grateful to 
Mayor Wu and the City of 
Boston for bringing back 
the Playoff Hub on Canal 
Street,” said Glen Thorn-
borough, President of TD 
Garden and COO of Bos-
ton Bruins. “With both 
teams in the playoffs, it’s a 
great opportunity for fans 
to gather before games 
and bring the palpable en-
ergy from TD Garden out 
into the community.”

“There’s nowhere quite 
like TD Garden, especial-
ly on Celtics and Bruins 
gamedays,” said Rich 
Gotham, President of the 
Boston Celtics. “We ex-
tend our appreciation to 
Mayor Wu and the City of 
Boston for bringing back 
the Playoff Hub on Canal 
Street, which creates a 
space outdoors for fans to 
continue cheering on both 
teams and support local 
businesses throughout the 
playoffs.”   

“The Downtown North 
Association is excited to 
see the return of Canal 
Street as the Playoff Hub,” 
said Jay Walsh, Executive 
Director of Downtown 
North Association. “We 

look forward to welcom-
ing Bruins and Celtics 
fans to the area and to cre-
ate a festive atmosphere.  

We are grateful to Mayor 
Wu and our members look 
forward to what will hope-
fully be lengthy playoff 

runs for both teams.”  
The first Bruins playoff 

game will be on Saturday, 
April 20. The first Celtics 

playoff game is Sunday, 
April 21.

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, APRIL 25TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY MAY 1ST 2024

Krakus Imported Polish Ham .........................$6.99/lb
Swiss Lorraine Cheese ................................... $9.99/lb
Dietz & Watson Chicken Breast ....................$7.99/lb
Dietz & Watson Classic Oven Roasted 
Turkey Breast ............................................... $10.99/lb
Sahlens Buffalo Chicken Breast ....................$7.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, April 26th through Sunday, April 28th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Imported Sweet & Juicy Clementine's 3 lb bag ......$5.99
Creamy Smooth Tropical Avocados .............2/$3.00
Fresh & Juicy Lemons ............................................. 69¢ 
Fresh & Tangy Limes ............................................... 69¢ 
Fresh & Tasty Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes ....$1.69/lb
"New Crop" All Purpose  Yellow Onions .............$1.99

2 lb bag

BAKERY

Our Own M&M Cookies 10pk  ............................$2.49
Our Own Cranberry Orange Muffins 4pk  ..........$3.99

DELI

Resers Salads  ................................................$1.99/lb
Cole Slaw - Macaroni - Potato

PRODUCE

Nature's Finest Russet Potatoes 5lb bag ....2/$5.00

MEAT

Grade A Chicken Wings ................... $2.99/lb limit 3pkgs

GROCERY

Chicken of the Sea Solid White Canned Tuna ..... 3/$5.00
Brigham's Ice Cream .......................................2/$9.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

T-Bone or Porterhouse Steaks ................... $9.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ..........................89¢/lb
Grade A Chicken Tenders ..............................$3.39/lb
Ball Park Meat Franks ................................... 2/$7.00
Perdue Chicken Nuggets ................................... $4.99

Celeste Pizza ............................................. 10/$10.00
Folgers Canned Ground Coffee ..........................$3.99 

(ex: decaf)
Prince Pasta .....................................................4/$5.00

(ex: lasagna-gluten free- jumbo shells)
Hellmann's Mayonnaise 30 oz ..........................$5.99 
Hunts Pasta Sauce 24 oz .............................4/$5.00
Kraft Macaroni & Cheese ...............................4/$5.00

(single box only)
Hunts Ketchup 20 oz ....................................4/$5.00
Guldens Mustard ............................................4/$5.00
Fillipo Berio Olive Oil 8.4 oz ...............................$4.99 
Post Honey Bunches of Oats Cereal ...........2/$6.00
Ore Ida French Fries ........................................2/$7.00
Swanson's Pot Pies.........................................4/$5.00
Daisy Sour Cream 14 oz ............................... 2/$5.00
Tropicana Orange Juice 52 oz ...........2/$7.00 limit 4

Bakery
5" Cookies & Cream Cake ....................................$6.99
Assorted Table Talk Crumb Cakes ......................$5.49
Stone Fire Mini Naan Bread 4 pk .................. 2/$5.00

Wu announces return of the Boston Playoff Hub on Canal Street

DON’T WAIT! RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW AND GET YOUR 
AD IN THE EYES OF THOUSANDS. CALL 781-485-0588

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW!

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick
Keefe and former mayor
Dan Rizzo will square off

for the city’s top job on
Nov. 7 in the municipal
general election.

As of press time with
unofficial results, Rizzo

topped the ballot in the
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday
with 2,627 votes, followed
by Keefe with 2,488 votes

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on
Tuesday. All vote totals
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race

saw four long-time coun-
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N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

50 CENTS

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING?
CALL LILIANA MONROY 

617.820.6649
Liliana has more than $50,000,000+ 

in sales worth of experience!

NEWS BRIEFS

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is
announcing that it will
be conducting work to
install span guide roller
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East
Boston and Chelsea. This
work is scheduled to take
place Monday through
Friday, during the hours
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
This work is schedule to
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no
weekend closures during
scheduled Sumner Tunnel
closures. The work will
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk
closures. The bridge will
remain fully operational
during the installation of
the new machinery and
pedestrian access across
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The
schedule for this work is
weather dependent and is
subject to change without
notice.

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area
should reduce speed and
use caution.

Appropriate signage,
law enforcement details,
and advanced message
boards will be in place to
guide drivers through the
work area.

For more information
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to:

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the
top vote-getter with
676 votes, and John
Stamatopoulos, 235
votes, came out on
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on
Tuesday.

They will move
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem
and was an educator
in the Revere schools
for over 30 years. She
also chairs the city’s
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the
same house she grew
up in.

She has served as
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight
years. In her years
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said
she has always been
available to meet
with people, take all
calls, and resolve all
problems brought to
her attention.

McKenna said she
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a
Chief Executive and

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio,
the top vote-getter
with 702 votes, and
Gregory Murray, 242
votes, topped the
ballot in the Ward 4
preliminary election
on Tuesday night,
moving onto the Nov.
7 municipal general
election ballot.

The candidates are
seeking to replace
Patrick Keefe, who
currently serves as
acting mayor and is
running for a full term
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a
lifelong resident of
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the
city’s Superintendent
of Public Works. He
has also served as
the chair of the city’s
traffic and parking
commission for the
past five years.

Argenzio stated
that the city must
ensure that its new

residents, along with
families who have
resided in Revere for
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live
in the city, and that
city services such as
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to
meet the needs of the
rising population.

Murray said safety
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the
council. He said there
needs to be safety for
students in school,
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after
school. In addition,
Murray said there
needs to be improved
safety for the city’s
senior citizens, both
in their homes and in
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the
city needs to increase
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean
Baptiste finished
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya
topped the Ward 5
preliminary election
on Tuesday, moving
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino
Saway, was the top
vote-getter with 668
votes, with Powers
coming in second
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served
as councillor for two
decades has said that
he is running on his
long record of his
past achievements for
the ward, which most
recently have includ-
ed the building of the
new Point of Pines
fire station. He said
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is
a graduate of Suffolk
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston
Public Schools. She
has volunteered with
organizations such
as the Revere Little
League, Immaculate
Conception School,
and President of the
Point of Pines Beach
Association.

She stated that the
most pressing issues
facing Ward 5 today
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal
resiliency. She said
she plans to stop
overdevelopment by
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting
a sensible planning
review.

The other candi-
dates on the ballot
were Ralph Celestin
with 177 votes, and
Randall Mondestin
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across
New England.

The Winthrop schools,
like everyone else across
the region, faced some
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall,
but came out of the cold
snap without any major
issues.

Superintendent of

Schools Lisa Howard said
preparation was key as the
mercury began to drop on
Friday, and she ultimately
made the decision not to
close school.

At Monday night’s
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked
through the process the
district goes through when
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to
have a snow day,” said
Howard, joking that it has
left a mark on her that she
once called a snow day
for a day when no snow
ultimately fell from the
skies.

“I do have a tremendous
amount of support from
my 15-year-old son, who
convinces me if it looks
like it is going to snow to

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire
truck? Well, you’re in
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire
trucks — a 1996 Pierce
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model
TC7D04 E-One (used as
a Rescue 1). Both of the
fire trucks are perfect for
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday,
February 13.

Why are these auctions
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions
go back to the Town of
Winthrop. These funds are
used for road maintenance,
setting up local events for
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more!

The 1996 Pierce Dash
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper
has 69,401 miles on it and
features a 6v92T Detroit
Diesel Motor and Allison
HT 740 Transmission. The
1989 GMC Model TC7D04
E-One has 27,708 miles on
it and features a Onan 7.5
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop
auctioning off two used fire trucks;
Proceeds to help local community
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February
14 from 1-2pm Senator
Lydia Edwards will be
hosting a coffee hour at
the Robert DeLeo Senior
Center, 35 Harvard St in
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to
host this coffee hour. I’m
looking forward to hearing
about issues constituents
in Winthrop are facing and
speaking with them about
my legislative priorities.
Happy Valentine’s Day!”
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to
celebrate and learn about
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of
Medford Poet Laureate
Terry E. Carter. We were
excited to see Terry E.
Carter, GreenRoots and
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural
Project (pictured above)
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will
remain a nine-member
body for the foreseeable
future.

Last week, the council
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended
by the Ordinance Review
Committee (ORC). While
a number of proposals will
be forwarded to the state
for a potential vote by
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation
which would have cut the
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and
done away with precinct
seats failed to pass muster
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would
have cut a councilor’s term
from four to two years.
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council
President’s term from two
to four years also failed to
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a
yes vote from six of the

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed
charger changes include
tougher language in the
council’s abandonment
language for members
who consistently miss
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President
James Letterie said that
the recommendations
from the ORC on the
council composition and
term lengths were part of
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either
not achieve that goal or
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu delivered her State of
the City Address at the
MGM Music Hall next
door to Fenway Park last
week in which the mayor
noted the achievements
that have been accom-
plished over the past year
and outlined a vision for
making Boston a greener
and more affordable city
in which  to live and work
by 2030.

“The state of the city is
strong,” said Wu adding,
“We have the resources,
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered,
every detail of the agenda
we’re sharing here tonight
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,”
Wu noted. She singled

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and
Development, for their
commitment to Boston’s
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu,
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen,
new, dedicated bus lanes,
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even
more neighborhood Open
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted
that public safety will be
important, noting that 900
guns were taken off the
streets and that violent and
property crime are at the
lowest levels in 15 years.

Bringing welcome news
to many neighborhood
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the
indifference of the Boston
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called
for “charting a new course
for growth, with people
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to
fully integrate long-range
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.”

Wu noted that she aims
to “sustainably” increase
the population of Boston
from its current number of
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also
figured in her goals. Wu

said that more than 3,800
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300
affordable units.

Wu said “every square
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed
“and we have identified
several parcels that could
be used for affordable
housing units.”

If “local builders
work with us to design
high-quality, affordable
homes that enhance the
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you
the land for free. And we
will provide increased
mortgage assistance so
our residents can afford to
buy these homes,” said the
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030
to have the city’s public
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The Boston Police
Department is seeking
the public’s assistance
in efforts to locate
Reina Morales Rojas,
41, of East Boston.
She is described as
a Hispanic Female,
5’5”, 145lbs, black
hair and brown eyes.
We are praying Reina
is found and returned
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911
or A-7 Department at
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone,
Jr. has been accepted into
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest
Leadership Program. Each
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide
intensive leadership and
professional development
training.

Moscone is the founder
of Moscone Law, where
he focuses on an array of
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a
judge or jury in multiple
venues throughout the
Commonwealth, as well
as in Federal Court, and
has guided home and
business owners through
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board
of Directors for the East
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am
pleased to welcome you
to the 2023 class of the
Public Interest Leadership
Program (PILP). You have
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of
attorneys. Congratulations
on this achievement!

I am confident that
your PILP experience will
deepen your engagement
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and
within the community at
large. Further, I hope the
bonds you develop with
fellow PILP participants
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your
class all the best and look
forward to working with
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit
organization that focuses
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part
in an effort to increase
East Boston’s scarce tree
canopy.

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%.

“We need a lot more
trees. We’ve got a lot of
heat islands, and because
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and
also the flooding that we
get along the coastline,
we need a lot of trees just
from an environmental
standpoint,” said Tree
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson.

Not only do trees help
environmental aspects
like reducing air pollution,
but they can cool down
streets, filter stormwater,

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree
Eastie.

That being said, the
non-profit is doing its best
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and
has had great success as
they have planted 164
street trees over the last 15
months, a number Master-
son is proud of.

“That’s a big number
… these are small trees. I
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but,
I mean, they’re going to
grow two to three feet a
year, and fast forward 10
years from now, there’s
going to be a lot of shade,”
said Masterson.

One of the main reasons
Tree Eastie was able to
plant that many trees was
due to its relatively new
and strong relationship
with the City of Boston.
In negotiations that took
place for about a year, the
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous
environmental strides

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor
President Jenny Holaday
said it all about the opening
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the
nation’s best sports town,”
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined
by Everett Mayor Carlo
DeMaria, Speaker of the
House Ron Mariano, State
Reps. Joseph McGonagle
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes
at the grand opening of
the new sportsbook which
is another step in Encore
bringing a spectacular Las
Vegas-style experience to
Everett.

“This has been long
overdue,” said DeMaria,
who led the way for the
Encore resort/casino to
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go
to other states to wager on
sports. We made the same
argument when we were
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the
opportunity to chat with
Johnny Damon, one of the

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event.
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans,
who have enjoyed several
championships by the New
England Patriots, Boston
Red Sox, Boston Celtics,
and Boston Bruins in this
century, can now legally
wager on professional and
college sports at Encore –
and they’re excited about
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden
was one of the first patrons
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at
260-270 Second Street
and one at 307 Broadway,
were approved for special

permits by the Zoning
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for
DMS Trinity on Second
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a
flower wholesaler. We will
utilize space on the first
floor, which has its own
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for
the business, which meets
zoning requirements,
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social

equity applicant, as well as
a minority owned business
enterprise.

“They are committed to
outreach and hiring within
the city, as well,” Grant
said.

Concrete Garden at 307
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city
board since the business
was first proposed last
year.

Earlier in January, the
ZBA granted a special
permit for the business,
despite some ongoing
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway

property.
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has
agreed to make upgrades
to the building to bring it
in compliance with city
regulations.

At last week’s Planning
Board, Samuel quickly
ran through the site plan
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the
board voted to approve the
site plan.

In other business, the
board approved the site

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague
Representative Marjorie
Decker and the Lift Our
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for
lifting kids out of Deep
Poverty by filing Senate
and House bills (SD 501,
HD 507) at the start of the
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch
event was held last week
to build support for this
legislation and introduce
it to members of the Leg-
islature. The Act to Lift
Kids Out of Deep Poverty,
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years,
would raise the maximum
cash assistance grant by

25% a year until it reaches
half of the federal poverty
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in
Deep Poverty. Under the

bill, grants would increase
each year and would keep
pace with inflation as the
poverty level goes up.

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels,

Senator DiDomenico and
Representative Decker led
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three
times for a total increase of
32% beginning in January
2021. This was a huge step
forward for families in our
communities and they are
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the
Commonwealth living
so far below the federal
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead
sponsor of the Senate bill
and Assistant Majority
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the
Space Adventure exhibit
currently running at 121
Webster Ave., visitors can
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the
opportunity to experience
the Mercury, Gemini and
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the
first humans to the lunar
surface – through a series
of immersive rooms that
include original artifacts
that no one has ever seen
or been given access to
before. These include the
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios
used for communication
between spacecraft and
Earth, astronaut suits,
cameras used to capture
the famous images of the
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air
inside the modules, the
Apollo mission food menu
featuring items that could
be stored for decades and

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages.
The first is a 180-degree
immersive video that
welcomes and transports
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about
to immerse themselves

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen
fire service leaders from
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy
Chief Edward McGarry,
graduated from the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer
candidates is delivered
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of
Massachusetts Edward J.
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through
classroom instruction and
out-of-class assignments,
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of
managing a municipal fire
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer
program is a tremendous
opportunity for new chiefs
and rising officers,” said
State Fire Marshal Peter
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide
variety of topics will help
these graduates provide

Local fire service leaders
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6

See McGARY Page 2

Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the
opening of the WynnBET
Sportsbook Tuesday at the
five-star resort/casino in
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in
the nation’s best sports
town,” remarked Holaday.
“Everyone is thrilled and
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined
by Everett Mayor Carlo
DeMaria, Speaker of the
House Ron Mariano, State
Reps. Joseph McGonagle
and Dan Ryan and an array
of professional athletes at
the grand opening of the
new sportsbook which
is another step in Encore
bringing a spectacular Las
Vegas-style experience to
Everett.

“This has been long
overdue,” said DeMaria,
who led the way for the
Encore resort/casino to be
built in the city. “People
have been able to go to
other states to wager on
sports. We made the same
argument when we were
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had
the opportunity to chat

with Johnny Damon, one
of the sports celebrities in
attendance at Tuesday’s
event. “I thanked him for
breaking the Curse of the
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans,
who have enjoyed several
championships by the New
England Patriots, Boston
Red Sox, Boston Celtics,
and Boston Bruins in this
century, can now legally
wager on professional and
college sports at Encore –
and they’re excited about
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first
patrons to wager after

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague
Representative Marjorie
Decker and the Lift Our

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for
lifting kids out of Deep
Poverty by filing Senate
and House bills (SD 501,
HD 507) at the start of the

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch
event was held last week
to build support for this
legislation and introduce
it to members of the Leg-
islature. The Act to Lift
Kids Out of Deep Poverty,
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years,
would raise the maximum
cash assistance grant by
25% a year until it reaches
half of the federal poverty
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in
Deep Poverty. Under the
bill, grants would increase
each year and would keep
pace with inflation as the
poverty level goes up.

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels,

Senator DiDomenico and
Representative Decker led
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three
times for a total increase of
32% beginning in January
2021. This was a huge step
forward for families in our
communities and they are
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the
Commonwealth living
so far below the federal
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead
sponsor of the Senate bill
and Assistant Majority
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen
fire service leaders from
across Massachusetts
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief
Fire Officer Management
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer
candidates is delivered
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of
Massachusetts Edward J.
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through
classroom instruction and
out-of-class assignments,
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of
managing a municipal fire
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer
program is a tremendous
opportunity for new chiefs
and rising officers,” said
State Fire Marshal Peter
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide
variety of topics will help
these graduates provide
the leadership that their
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I
want to congratulate them
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer
Management Training
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered
essential for effective
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by
his wife, former Lynn English
High School softball great Kelly
Curtin LaPierre for the official
launch of legalized sports betting
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an
historic day for Massachusetts
and Encore Boston Harbor with
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting
has been a long time coming to
our state, and it’s going to bring
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths,

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors,
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement,
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential,

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors!
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors,

Mod Kitchen, F.P.
Beautiful Detail,

Easy walk to Beach
& Shops!

Won't Last
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG
Pool Extremely well

maintained home
Must See! Won’t
Last! $499,900

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors,

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! AVacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl,
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T

& Greenway! $329,900

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors,
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55
Price subject
to change

without
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's
Day Holiday, on Monday,
February 19th, 2018 Trash
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr.

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs has approved a $1.5
million grant regarding the
development of the Northern
Strand Community Trail led
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the
Sea.

Revere has a one-mile
stretch in North Revere. The
Northern Strand Community
Trail has been in development
for over 20 years. The North
Revere segment is a major
part in the project that creates
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail
running from West Everett,
through Malden and Revere
to the Saugus River and soon
into Lynn. The North Revere
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the
Rumney Marsh.

The funding, awarded
through the Executive Office
of Energy and Environmental
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City
Parks Program, enables the
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt
of all necessary construction
permits. When completed, the
trail will span 10 miles and

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of
Route 1 have put up with the
noise from millions of cars,
and now some city councillors
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to
install barriers along Route 1
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late

Councillor Robert Haas Jr.
tried to get barriers installed
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route
1 installed along a new ball
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen

Have you ever had an idea
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task
Force; and this time, these
ideas are going to become a
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public
through the community-led
organizations, Revere on the
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD)

Task Force. Both the ATOD
Task Force and Revere on the
Move are initiatives of the
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move
is additionally co-led by the
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000
was awarded to fund ideas to
make Revere a healthier place
to work, to play, and to raise
a family. The Revere on the
Move mini-grant program
offered $10,605 in funding
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and
youth-led projects that would
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults.
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to
reduce youth substance use,
improve their mental health,
and increase opportunities for
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere
on the Move has extended
their permanent change and
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4.
Up to $1,395 is available for
ideas that make it easier to
eat healthy and be active for
all. The application is open

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration
awarded $500,000 to nine
projects through the Urban
Agenda Grant Program. The
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND)
was one group given $50,000
in funding to help establish
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along
with Housing and Economic
Development Secretary Jay
Ash came to Revere City Hall
to present the check to the
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local
leadership and its impact on
the lives of residents,” said
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito.
“The Urban Agenda Grant
Program relies on the strong
partnerships between local
government, non-profits and

the business community that
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its
economic and employment
base by utilizing large-scale
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles,
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through
partnership-building, problem
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a
good one with higher prices
for homes than in 2016, but
a drop in the number of new
listings, making home-buying
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight
years,” said Maureen Celata,
owner/broker of MCelata Real
Estate. “And 2018 is going to
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median
sales prices was $376,250,
a 4.9 increase over prices in
2016.

Homes also were also on
the market 41 days, a 26.8
percent increase over the 56

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in

2017 also dropped to 265,
10.8 percent down from 297
in 2016. The good news for
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with
the median sales price at
$315,000, up 16.7 percent
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and
everyone is looking toward
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also
strong with rents ranging from
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted
that if someone is paying big
rent they just might be capable
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year
to be in real estate,” said Joe
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a
lot of confidence and equity
in homes. For 35 years now
it’s been positive. Now is the
time to sell. Revere is getting
the overflow from the Boston
market and people are moving
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity
to Boston, and it’s a hidden
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward
to the spring market, drawing
from Boston and surrounding
communities. He added that
the Revere School system is
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com
Call 781 485 0588
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths,

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors,
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement,
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential,

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors!
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors,

Mod Kitchen, F.P.
Beautiful Detail,

Easy walk to Beach
& Shops!

Won't Last
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG
Pool Extremely well

maintained home
Must See! Won’t
Last! $499,900

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors,

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! AVacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl,
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T

& Greenway! $329,900

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors,
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
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$2.55
Price subject
to change

without
notice
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Due to the president's
Day Holiday, on Monday,
February 19th, 2018 Trash
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs has approved a $1.5
million grant regarding the
development of the Northern
Strand Community Trail led
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the
Sea.

Revere has a one-mile
stretch in North Revere. The
Northern Strand Community
Trail has been in development
for over 20 years. The North
Revere segment is a major
part in the project that creates
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail
running from West Everett,
through Malden and Revere
to the Saugus River and soon
into Lynn. The North Revere
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the
Rumney Marsh.

The funding, awarded
through the Executive Office
of Energy and Environmental
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City
Parks Program, enables the
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt
of all necessary construction
permits. When completed, the
trail will span 10 miles and

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of
Route 1 have put up with the
noise from millions of cars,
and now some city councillors
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to
install barriers along Route 1
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late

Councillor Robert Haas Jr.
tried to get barriers installed
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route
1 installed along a new ball
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen

Have you ever had an idea
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task
Force; and this time, these
ideas are going to become a
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public
through the community-led
organizations, Revere on the
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD)

Task Force. Both the ATOD
Task Force and Revere on the
Move are initiatives of the
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move
is additionally co-led by the
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000
was awarded to fund ideas to
make Revere a healthier place
to work, to play, and to raise
a family. The Revere on the
Move mini-grant program
offered $10,605 in funding
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and
youth-led projects that would
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults.
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to
reduce youth substance use,
improve their mental health,
and increase opportunities for
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere
on the Move has extended
their permanent change and
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4.
Up to $1,395 is available for
ideas that make it easier to
eat healthy and be active for
all. The application is open

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration
awarded $500,000 to nine
projects through the Urban
Agenda Grant Program. The
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND)
was one group given $50,000
in funding to help establish
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along
with Housing and Economic
Development Secretary Jay
Ash came to Revere City Hall
to present the check to the
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local
leadership and its impact on
the lives of residents,” said
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito.
“The Urban Agenda Grant
Program relies on the strong
partnerships between local
government, non-profits and

the business community that
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its
economic and employment
base by utilizing large-scale
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles,
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through
partnership-building, problem
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a
good one with higher prices
for homes than in 2016, but
a drop in the number of new
listings, making home-buying
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight
years,” said Maureen Celata,
owner/broker of MCelata Real
Estate. “And 2018 is going to
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median
sales prices was $376,250,
a 4.9 increase over prices in
2016.

Homes also were also on
the market 41 days, a 26.8
percent increase over the 56

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in

2017 also dropped to 265,
10.8 percent down from 297
in 2016. The good news for
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with
the median sales price at
$315,000, up 16.7 percent
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and
everyone is looking toward
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also
strong with rents ranging from
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted
that if someone is paying big
rent they just might be capable
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year
to be in real estate,” said Joe
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a
lot of confidence and equity
in homes. For 35 years now
it’s been positive. Now is the
time to sell. Revere is getting
the overflow from the Boston
market and people are moving
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity
to Boston, and it’s a hidden
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward
to the spring market, drawing
from Boston and surrounding
communities. He added that
the Revere School system is
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
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370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com
Call 781 485 0588
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 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of
those statements are true because
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh
introduced Nicholson, stating
that, “I can’t think of a time
where a mayor had given a
speech for the State of the City
Address from these Chambers.
There have been a lot of great
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that,
I’d like to introduce the 59th
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee,
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio,

and guests.
This is my first State of the

City address and I so appreciate
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my

wife Katherine, my sons Henry
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of
you to check out the North Shore
Juneteenth event in the lobby

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank

you to everyone who stepped in
to help the residents who were
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of

this speech allows me to publicly

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong.
The future of our city is bright.
Both of those statements are

true because of the strength of
our people.

They’re true even in the face
of the many challenges we face.

They are true because we are
14 square miles teeming with
determination to overcome those
challenges.

Every day when I walk into
my office, I see the more than
50 flags representing countries
of origin of students in the Lynn
Public Schools. I’m reminded

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn

Classical High School girls
basketball team defeated Lynn
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its

GBL games while leading the
league in all statistical offensive
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in
league play and in the Boverini
Tournament championship game

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6)
gave Classical its toughest game
of the season in an earlier GBL
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

EAST BOSTON JETS IN SOFTBALL ACTION AGAINST WINTHROP
The East Boston High School softball team compet-

ed against Winthrop High in a non-league game, falling 
to the Vikings, 17-8.

Starting pitcher Mikayla Forbes.

Catching for the Jets, Yariana Camilodejesus.

Jet Captains, Anaihaliz Rivera Mercado, Mikayla Forbes, 
and Grace Gans Linnane.

Captain Anaihaliz Rivera Mercado saw lots of action play-
ing first base for the Jets.

Jenna Dasilva grabs a high infield pop-up for the third 
out.
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Special to the Times-Free Press

The MBTA announced 
service changes in May on 
the Red, Green, Orange, 
Kingston, Greenbush, 
Middleborough/Lakeville, 
Fairmount, Newburyport/
Rockport, and Haverhill 
lines. The MBTA will 
continue working to main-
tain its infrastructure and 
improve reliability across 
the system.

Riders can find more 
information on service 
changes through in-station 
signage, in-station public 
announcements, and at 
mbta.com/alerts. Transit 
Ambassadors and MBTA 
staff will be available on-
site to offer information 
and assistance during 
these service changes. 
Riders are encouraged to 
subscribe to T-Alerts or 
to follow the MBTA on X 
(the site formerly known 
as Twitter) @MBTA, 
@MBTA_CR, and @
MBTA_CR_Alerts for 
up-to-date service infor-
mation.

 
On the Red Line:

As previously an-
nounced, Red Line train 
service will be suspended 
daily between Park Street 
and JFK/UMass stations 
from May 1-9. In addition 
to that, from May 1-9, eve-
ning Red Line trains will 
not operate between Park 
Street and Ashmont sta-
tions from approximate-
ly 8:30 PM through the 
end of service every day. 
Shuttle buses will instead 
operate to accommodate 
riders.

Free and accessible 
shuttle buses will make all 
stops between these sta-
tions. A page with dedicat-
ed information for riders 
is available at mbta.com/
RedLine.  

 There will be free fares 
at Park Street and JFK/
UMass stations with the 
fare gates open.

The Commuter Rail 
will be fare free between 
Braintree, Quincy Center, 
JFK/UMass, and South 
Station. Regular fares 
should be purchased be-
yond Braintree.

This service change is 
in place as part of the MB-
TA’s Track Improvement 
Program. The Track Im-
provement Program will 
replace tracks and ties to 
alleviate speed restric-
tions along the line while 

crews maximize the out-
age by performing signal 
work and station amenity 
upgrades, including new 
lighting, painting, tiling, 
power washing, and more.

Red Line service will 
be suspended between 
Broadway and Braintree 
stations on the Braintree 
Branch during the week-
ends of May 11-12 and 
May 18-19.

Free and accessible 
shuttle buses will make all 
stops between Broadway 
and Braintree.

Riders are encouraged 
to use Commuter Rail ex-
press shuttle bus service 
from Braintree if possible. 
Express shuttle buses will 
operate directly between 
South Station and Brain-
tree.

 Riders should note that 
regular Red Line train ser-
vice will operate on the 
Ashmont Branch between 
JFK/UMass and Ashmont.

This service change is 
in place to allow crews to 
perform necessary work as 
part of the Dorchester Av-
enue Bridge Replacement 
Project and the Track Im-
provement Program. Orig-
inally built in 1925 and 
last rehabilitated in 1975, 
the Dorchester Avenue 
Bridge will be replaced 
to protect its structural in-
tegrity and ensure reliable 
service. When complete, 
this project will result in 
safer, more reliable Red 
Line service. The Track 
Improvement Program 
will replace tracks and ties 
to alleviate speed restric-
tions along the line while 
crews maximize the out-
age by performing signal 
work and station amenity 
upgrades, including new 
lighting, painting, tiling, 
power washing, and more.

On the Green Line:
Green Line service will 

bypass Magoun Square 
station on the Medford/
Tufts Branch all day from 
start to end of service on 
May 4.

Riders can instead uti-
lize Route 80 and 88 bus 
service, which operates 
between the Magoun 
Square area and Lech-
mere.

This service change is 
in place for crews to ac-
complish improvement 
work on an accessibility 
ramp at the station.

On the Orange Line:

Orange Line service 
will be suspended in the 
following areas during the 
following dates and times:

Between Wellington 
and North Station:

Beginning at approx-
imately 8:45 PM and 
through the end of service 
on Friday, May 17, and 
continuing all day, every 
day through the weekend 
of May 18-19.

Beginning at approx-
imately 8:45 PM and 
through the end of service 
on May 20-24.

Free and accessible 
shuttle buses will make all 
stops between Wellington 
and North Station.

There will be free fares 
at Wellington and North 
Station with the fare gates 
open.

During the weekend 
shuttle bus service on May 
18-19, Bus Route 137 will 
be fare-free.

During the evening 
shuttle bus service on May 
20-24, the Commuter Rail 
will be fare free between 
Oak Grove, Malden Cen-
ter, and North Station. 
Regular fares should be 
purchased beyond Oak 
Grove.

 
Between Wellington 

and Back Bay stations:
All day and every day 

for 10 days from May 28-
June 6.

Free and accessible 
shuttle buses will make 
all stops between Welling-
ton and North Station. For 
service through the down-
town area near Back Bay, 
riders are encouraged to 
utilize parallel Green Line 
service between North 
Station and Copley.

These service changes 
are in place in support of 
MassDOT’s Maffa Way/
Mystic Avenue Bridge 
Superstructure Replace-
ments project and the MB-
TA’s Track Improvement 
Program. The Maffa Way/
Mystic Avenue Bridge Su-
perstructure Replacements 
project will replace the 
two deteriorated bridge 
superstructures and im-
prove bicycle, pedestrian, 
and transit facilities. The 
Track Improvement Pro-
gram will replace tracks 
and ties to alleviate speed 
restrictions along the line 
while crews maximize 
the outage by performing 
signal work and station 
amenity upgrades, includ-
ing new lighting, painting, 

tiling, power washing, and 
more. 

On the Kingston, 
Middleborough, 
and Greenbush 

Commuter Rail lines:
Kingston, Middlebor-

ough, and Greenbush 
Commuter Rail Line ser-
vice will be suspended be-
tween South Station and 
Braintree Station during 
the weekends of May 11-
12 and May 18-19.

Free and accessible 
shuttle buses will replace 
trains between South Sta-
tion and Braintree. Ex-
press shuttle buses will 
operate directly between 
South Station and Brain-
tree. The diversion sched-
ule will be available on-
line soon at mbta.com/
CommuterRail.

Passengers desiring ser-
vice to Quincy Center sta-
tion are strongly encour-
aged to utilize the Red 
Line shuttle from South 
Station, JFK/UMass, or 
Braintree.

Passengers should note 
that bicycles are not al-
lowed on shuttle buses, 
and regular Commuter 
Rail fares will be collected 
between Kingston, Mid-
dleborough, Greenbush, 
and Braintree stations.

Keolis Customer Ser-
vice Agents, MBTA staff, 
and Transit Ambassadors 
will be on site at impacted 
stations to support riders.

This service change 
is in place because these 

Commuter Rail lines run 
adjacent to the Red Line 
where the Track Improve-
ment Program and the 
Dorchester Avenue Bridge 
Replacement Project work 
is taking place.

On the Middleborough/
Lakeville Commuter 

Rail Line:
Middleborough/Lakev-

ille Commuter Rail Line 
service will be suspended 
between Middleborough/
Lakeville and Bridgewa-
ter stations for nine days 
from April 27-May 5.

Free and accessible 
shuttle buses will make 
stops between Middle-
borough/Lakeville and 
Bridgewater. A dedicated 
diversion schedule will be 
in effect and available on 
mbta.com soon.

 Regular Commuter 
Rail fares will be collected 
between Bridgewater and 
South Station.

This service change is 
in place in support of the 
South Coast Rail project. 
When complete, the South 
Coast Rail project will of-
fer a reliable transit con-
nection between south-
eastern Massachusetts 
and Boston. Riders will 
be able to take a one-seat 
trip—no transfers need-
ed—for the first time since 
the late 1950s.

 
On the Fairmount 

Commuter Rail Line:
Fairmount Commuter 

Rail Line service will be 

suspended between Read-
ville and South Station 
during the weekend of 
May 4-5.

Free and accessible 
shuttle buses will make 
stops between Readville 
and South Station. A ded-
icated diversion schedule 
will be in effect and avail-
able on mbta.com soon.

This service change is in 
place in support of the East 
Cottage Street and Norfolk 
Avenue Bridge Replace-
ment project. These bridg-
es, between the Uphams 
Corner and Newmarket 
stations, carry the Fair-
mount Line through Rox-
bury and Dorchester. Both 
built in 1906, the bridges 
are being replaced with 
updated steel infrastruc-
tures to improve safety 
and reliability. 

On the Newburyport/
Rockport Commuter 

Rail Line:
Newburyport/Rock-

port Commuter Rail Line 
service will be suspended 
between North Station and 
Swampscott during the 
weekend of May 18-19.

 
Express shuttle buses 

will operate directly be-
tween Swampscott and 
North Station.

Shuttle buses will also 
make local stops between 
Swampscott, Lynn within 
the busway at the legacy 
station, Wonderland for 

MBTA continues work to improve reliability across the system

The Red Line

The Kingston, Middleborough, Greenbush Line

The GREEN Line

The Middleborough/Lakeville Line

The Fairmont Line

The Haverhill Line

See MBTA Page 7

~ Two gallery  
    exhibits

~ A self-guided 
   tour of 21 
   murals and 
   pieces of 
   public art

~ The El Dia del 
   Niño event 
   (with a mural 
   painting 
   activity) 
   and more!

Go to WWW.EASTBOSTONARTISTSGROUP.COM for details

Boston Design Week: Experience East Boston
april 27 & 28

12 noon - 6 pm at Various locations
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336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Honoring Memories and traditions, one family at a time
139 years of continuous, faithful & trusted service in East Boston & Revere

❖
vazzafunerals.com | 262 Beach St. Revere, MA 02151

781-284-1127 | 781-284-7756
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OBITUARIES
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OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Maria Sodano
Her world revolved around her family

Maria Sodano, age 87, 
passed away suddenly 
in Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital on April. 
18, 2024. Maria grew 
up in a loving home first 
in Mirabella Eclano, It-
aly, and finally residing 
in Winthrop, MA. Maria 
took great pride in be-
ing a Homemaker, Wife 
and Mom. Born on Sept 
4,1936 in Italy, she even-
tually followed other fam-
ily members to Boston, 
Massachusetts in 1963 in 
hope of pursuing the good 
ole fashion ‘American 
Dream’.

Maria was one of four 
sisters; the crew includ-
ed Maria, Assunta, Licia 
and Antonia. Her parents 
Michele Capodanno and 
Carmelinda Capodan-
no (Vitale) worked their 
entire lives to make sure 
their daughters never went 
needing anything. Maria’s 
only son, Carmine, gave 
her strength and support 
during the rough times, 
and laughter and joy all of 
the other times.

Maria was married on 
November 22, 1967 to 
Luigi Sodano. Although 
taking a different path to 
America, Luigi also im-
migrated to Boston from 
Battipaglia, Italy in 1964. 
They had one son, Car-
mine. Both Maria and 
Luigi only focused on one 
thing -paving the road, 
laying the foundation, for 
a better family life. Luigi 
came to Boston with no 
formal education, but had 
high work ethics; Maria 
came here also seeking 
just one thing -an oppor-
tunity to work hard and 
to better their lives. Luigi 
initially worked construc-
tion and eventually be-
came a restaurant owner; 
Maria began her journey 
by working in a sweatshop 
as a dressmaker until she 
ventured on her own mak-
ing alterations, dresses and 
custom wedding gowns.

Maria loved making her 
own outfits, she loved to 
garden and she absolute-
ly loved watching Judge 
Judy (who doesn’t!). Ma-
ria enjoyed preparing 
huge meals for anyone 
that could be invited over 
for dinner. For exercise 
she would walk from her 
home in Winthrop to the 
supermarket in Revere 
just to buy a few small 
items -all along declining 

any offers for a ride. Ma-
ria never turned down a 
jelly or lemon filled donut 
-Kanes, Union Square, 
Honey Dew, BettyAnn’s, 
Medford Center were just 
a few old school donut 
shops which she frequent-
ed. She loved her double 
bubble percolator cof-
fee maker, and she didn’t 
mind dipping bread in her 
red wine, and a mid day 
espresso with an apple 
fritter from Back Door 
Donuts was never refused

Although small in num-
bers, Maria’s whole world 
revolved around her fami-
ly, her husband Luigi and 
son Carmine. Maria is sur-
vived by her son Carmine, 
many nieces and nephew, 
along with aunts, uncles, 
several cousins, and close 
friends. While at times 
sacrificing her own needs, 
Maria only wanted one 
thing in life -for her fami-
ly to be Happy & Healthy. 
She always put everyone 
else first, she never want-
ed a handout, she trea-
sured her independence, 
she didn’t like doctors or 
medication, at whatever 
capacity she could offer 
-she only wanted to take 
care of others.

Family and friends will 
honor Maria’s life by gath-
ering at the Ruggiero Fam-
ily Memorial Home, on 
Thursday, April 25th from 
4:00 PM and 8:00 PM and 
again on Friday morning 
at 8:30 AM before leaving 
in procession to St. Mi-
chael the Archangel/ St. 
John the Baptist Church in 
Winthrop for a 10:00 AM 
funeral mass. Services 
will conclude with Maria 
being laid to rest at Wood-
lawn Cemetery in the 
Sheffield Mausoleum, in 
Everett. In lieu of flowers 
memorial donations may 
be made in Maria’s name 
to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital. To leave 
an online condolence visit 
www.ruggieromh.com.

The MBTA  announced 
upcoming improvements 
to the Lynn, Winthrop/
Quincy, and weekend 
Hingham/Hull ferry ser-
vices starting this spring, 
including the addition of 
weekend Lynn ferry trips, 
other enhanced options for 
ferry riders, and improve-
ments to the customer ex-
perience. These upgrades 
aim to provide more con-
venient schedules for fer-
ry passengers, increase 
seasonal ridership, and 
improve reliability during 
times of potential crowded 
waterways. Ferry sched-
ules are available now at 
mbta.com/Ferry.

Lynn Ferry 
Information:

The Lynn ferry will op-
erate 10 trips per day on 
weekdays starting April 
29 with minor schedule 
adjustments compared to 
the 2023 season to better 
manage ferry movements 
through the harbor and re-
duce possible delays due 
to congested waterways. 
With a commitment to 
enhancing transportation 
options to the Lynn com-
munity, 11 new weekend 
trips will also operate this 

season beginning Satur-
day, May 25. The Lynn 
ferry operates between the 
Blossom Street Pier and 
the downtown Boston area 
at Long Wharf (North) 
through October 31. 
Schedules are available at 
mbta.com/Ferry.

A one-way fare on the 
Lynn ferry is $7 (or $3.50 
for Reduced Fare riders). 
Tickets can be purchased 
on the mTicket app or with 
cash on board. Commuter 
Boat or Commuter Rail 
Zone 2 (or higher) passes 
and M7 cards are also ac-
cepted.

Winthrop/Quincy 
Ferry Information:
The Winthrop/Quincy 

ferry will operate 13 trips 
on weekdays this season 
between Winthrop, Quin-
cy, Logan Airport, and the 
downtown Boston area at 
Aquarium / Central Wharf 
(South), increasing service 
to Quincy and Winthrop, 
providing direct trips from 
Quincy to Boston, and ex-
panding service to the Sea-
port. Winthrop/Quincy fer-
ry service operates April 
29 through November 30. 
Schedules are available at 
mbta.com/Ferry.

A one-way fare on the 
Winthrop ferry is $6.50 
(or $3.25 for Reduced 
Fare riders). Tickets 
can be purchased on the 
mTicket app or with cash 
on board. Commuter Boat 
or Commuter Rail Zone 1 
(or higher) passes and M7 
cards are also accepted.

Hingham/Hull 
Information:

The Hingham/Hull fer-
ry operates 38 weekday 
trips year-round and will 
operate 32 trips on Satur-
days and 28 trips on Sun-
days this season between 
Hingham, Hull, Logan 
Airport, Georges Island, 
and Downtown Boston. 
Schedule adjustments 
have been made this sea-
son to provide better ser-
vice to riders, including 
a modification to elimi-
nate an afternoon gap in 
weekend Hull service and 
efficiency improvements 
to the Saturday-only late-
night trip from Boston 
to Hull, among other up-
grades. Weekend Hing-
ham/Hull ferry service 
will resume beginning 
Memorial Day weekend, 
Saturday, May 25, and op-
erate through Columbus/

Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
weekend, Sunday, October 
13. Schedules are avail-
able at mbta.com/Ferry.

A one-way fare on the 
Hingham/Hull ferry is 
$9.75 (or $4.85 for Re-
duced Fare riders). Tickets 
can be purchased on the 
mTicket app or with cash 
on board. Commuter Boat 
passes or Commuter Rail 
Zone 6 (or higher) passes 
are also accepted. Differ-
ent fares apply for trips to 
and from Georges Island. 
Please see bostonharbor-
islands.org for more in-
formation. Tickets to and 
from Georges Island are 
available on the mTicket 
app, at the Hingham Fer-
ry Terminal ticket counter, 
and on board. MBTA pass-
es are not valid for trips to 
and from Georges Island.

For more information 
about MBTA ferry routes, 
visit mbta.com/Ferry or 
connect with the T on X 
(the site formerly known 
as Twitter) @MBTA and 
@MBTA_CR, Facebook 
/TheMBTA, Instagram 
@theMBTA, Threads @
thembta, or TikTok @
thembta. 

MBTA announces enhanced Spring 2024 ferry schedules

connections to the Blue 
Line subway, Chelsea Sta-
tion for connections to the 
Silver Line 3 (SL3), and 
North Station. A dedicated 
diversion schedule will be 
in effect and available on 
mbta.com soon.

The last outbound shut-
tle bus will also make a 
special late-night stop at 
Salem and Beverly Depot.

Passengers are encour-
aged to utilize the SL3, 
which might best suit their 
alternate travel needs. 
The SL3 travels through 
Chelsea and East Boston 
to Logan Airport, the Sea-
port District, and South 
Station, making connec-
tions to many area bus 
routes (including the 111, 
112, 116, and 117) as well 
as the Blue and Red lines. 
The SL3 will be fare-free 
at Chelsea Station.

This service change 
is in place in support of 
MassDOT’s Maffa Way/
Mystic Avenue Bridge 
Superstructure Replace-
ments project. The Maf-

fa Way/Mystic Avenue 
Bridge Superstructure Re-
placements project will re-
place the two deteriorated 
bridge superstructures and 
improve bicycle, pedestri-
an, and transit facilities.

 
On the Haverhill 

Commuter Rail Line:
Haverhill Commuter 

Rail Line service will be 
suspended between Bal-
lardvale and North Station 
during the weekend of 
May 18-19.

A dedicated diversion 
schedule will be available 
soon on mbta.com.

Free and accessible 
shuttle buses will replace 
train service between An-
derson/Woburn, Reading, 
and North Station.

Regular Commuter Rail 
fares will be collected be-
tween Haverhill and Bal-
lardvale.

North Wilmington Sta-
tion will not have shuttle 
bus service with passen-
gers encouraged to utilize 
Lowell Line service at 

Wilmington Station in-
stead.

Train service for pas-
sengers between Ballard-
vale and Haverhill will be 
re-routed along the Low-
ell Line after Ballardvale, 
making one additional 
stop at Anderson/Woburn 
and then running express 
to North Station. Riders 
desiring service to or from 
Reading and Oak Grove 
should disembark at An-
derson/Woburn and board 
the shuttle bus service.

Bus Route 137 will be 
fare free.

This service change 
is in place in support of 
MassDOT’s Maffa Way/
Mystic Avenue Bridge 
Superstructure Replace-
ments project. The Maf-
fa Way/Mystic Avenue 
Bridge Superstructure Re-
placements project will re-
place the two deteriorated 
bridge superstructures and 
improve bicycle, pedestri-
an, and transit facilities.

 The MBTA previously 
announced service chang-

es in April. 
The MBTA understands 

how these service changes 
affect riders’ daily travels 
during this period, but we 
are committed to improv-
ing your travels long term 
with more reliable, timely, 
and safe service. We thank 
riders for their patience as 
we deliver this important 
work and for continuing 
to ride our system.

For more information, 
visit mbta.com or con-
nect with the T on X (the 
site formerly known as 
Twitter) @MBTA and @
MBTA_CR, Facebook /
TheMBTA, Instagram @
theMBTA, Threads @
thembta, or TikTok @
thembta.

In Memoriam
April 24, 2024

~ 25th Anniversary ~

GERARD 
RUOTOLO

In Memoriam
April 24, 2011

~ 12th Anniversary ~

GERARD 
RUOTOLO

Born 12/9/41 - Died 4/24/99
God saw you getting tired
And a cure was not to be

So he put His arms  
around you

And whispered  
"Come to Me"

With tearful eyes we 
watched you

And saw you pass away
Although we loved you 

dearly
We could not make  

you stay
A golden heart stopped 

beating
Hard working hands at rest

God broke our hearts to 
prove to us

He only takes the best

Love Always
Wife & Son

Born 12/9/41 - Died 4/24/99
God saw you getting tired
And a cure was not to be

So he put His arms  
around you

And whispered  
"Come to Me"

With tearful eyes we 
watched you

And saw you pass away
Although we loved you 

dearly
We could not make  

you stay
A golden heart stopped 

beating
Hard working hands at rest

God broke our hearts to 
prove to us

He only takes the best

Love Always
Wife & Son

I’m there, inside your heart.

Right now I’m in a different place 
and though we seem apart,

I’m closer than I ever was...  
I’m there inside your heart.

I’m with you when you greet each 
day and while the sun shines 
brightly, I’m there to share the 

sunsets too...

I’m with you when the times are good, to share a laugh or 
two, and if a tear should start to fall,   

I’ll still be there for you.

And when that day arrives that we no longer are apart, 
I’ll smile and hold you close to me...Forever in my heart...

Miss you always and forever 
Your Loving Family

In Loving Memory
9th Year Anniversary

WilliamWilliam Joseph Gleeson, III
“Willy”

Dec. 31, 1990 — April 26, 2015

In Loving Memory 
Of Our Mother

Rosemarie
“Rose”

D’Amelio-Perry
April 14, 2009 – April 14, 2024

15th Year 

A mother’s love lives on 
forever in the memories 

she created and the 
hearts she touched.

Happy heavenly 15th 
anniversary, Ma. We 
love and miss you so 

much.

Always in our thoughts, 
forever in our hearts.

Love your daughters, 
Kelly & Deena, and 
your grandchildren, 

Thomas, Scarlett 
& Hayden

To place a 
memoriam in the 
Times Free Press, 

please call  781-485-0588
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nomic growth following 
the pandemic and shift-
ing dynamics in down-
town cores. This makes 
Boston’s fiscal buoyancy 
uniquely vulnerable due to 
the fact that we are heav-
ily reliant on commercial 
property tax revenue to 
fund day-to-day opera-
tions and city services. 

The proposal seeks to 
regulate the property tax 
classification limits in the 
City of Boston to increase 
the percentage of tax bur-
den that may be shifted 
to commercial properties. 
This is an effort to ensure 

that homeowners and res-
idential property owner’s 
taxes will not increase by 
upwards of 30 to 40% in 
one fiscal quarter. The leg-
islation is stipulated to go 
into effect this upcoming 
fiscal year until fiscal year 
2029 only if the current 
minimum residential fac-
tor would result in resi-
dential properties paying 
a higher percentage of 
the total property tax levy 
than what they paid the 
year prior. 

Councilors shared con-
cerns during the hearing 
about the success of rais-

ing commercial property 
taxes and potential un-
intended consequences. 
Some raised questions 
about finding alternate fi-
nancial strategies to avoid 
the increase in property 
taxes. Additionally, Coun-
cilors raised concerns over 
how increasing taxes on 
commercial property own-
ers could impact small 
business owners. 

“This proposal by the 
Mayor is well-intentioned 
to protect our residents 
from exorbitant increas-
es in their property tax-
es and generally support 

relieving pressure on our 
seniors who are usually 
house rich and cash poor,” 
said Councilor Coletta.  “I 
am concerned that addi-
tional taxes, especially on 
smaller commercial prop-
erty owners, will uninten-
tionally stifle necessary 
economic growth within 
our City.”

“While the 2003 pro-
posal was largely cate-
gorized as successful, 
we must consider the 
long-term impacts of our 
changing economy and 
impacts the pandemic has 
had on workplace vacan-
cies and tenancy. Boston 
must prioritize additional 
sources of revenue as part 
of a suite of solutions for 
a long term plan. I look 
forward to continuing 
the conversation with my 
council colleagues and the 
administration to ensure 
Boston has all the tools in 
our toolbox to protect res-
idents while assisting in 
our overall recovery.”

In 2003, residential 
property values were in-
creasing more quickly 
compared to commercial 
properties. This gap led 
to a significant increase 
in the residential class’s 
share of the tax burden 
in many communities. To 
address the gap, Boston 
Mayor Menino and the 
City Council filed a Home 
Rule Petition requesting 

a temporary increase to 
the percentage of tax bur-
den that could be shifted 
to commercial proper-
ties. The following year, 
in 2004, the State passed 
legislation that adjusted 
the split tax rate formula 
which allowed  a tempo-
rary increase in shifting 
the tax burden to commer-
cial classes.

The passage of this leg-
islation was successful in 
limiting residential tax in-
creases for adopting com-
munities, with 62 percent 
experiencing below-aver-
age increases in the 2004 
single-family tax bill. 
Boston saw the largest in-
crease in the average bill 
at 14 percent due to de-
creased values in the city’s 
large commercial class 
and the rapid appreciation 
in the residential class.  

Councilor Coletta high-
lighted the need for ad-
ditional tax data as the 
council continues to re-
view the proposal. Pub-
lic testimony was offered 
by various organizations 
such as the Boston Mu-
nicipal Research Bureau 
and the Greater Boston 
Real Estate Board who 
shared concerns about 
Boston’s commercial real 
estate market following 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the need for the city to 
diversify revenue sourc-
es. Written testimony 

was also provided by the 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce and the National 
Association of Industri-
al and Office Properties 
(NAIOP).

Members of the admin-
istration present included: 

• Ashley Groffenberger, 
CFO of the City of Boston

• Nicholas Ariniello, 
Commissioner of the City 
of Boston Assessing De-
partment

Councilors in atten-
dance included Coun-
cilors At-Large Ruthzee 
Louijeune, Erin Murphy, 
Henry Santana, Julia Me-
jia and District Councilors 
Ben Weber (District 6), 
John Fitzgerald (District 
3), Brian Worrell (District 
4), Ed Flynn (District 2), 
Liz Breadon (District 9), 
and Sharon Durkan (Dis-
trict 8). 

A recording of the 
hearing can be found 
here: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mKKsoXB6Tak 

City officials indicated 
that they were looking to 
send the Home Rule Peti-
tion to the State Legisla-
ture before the end of the 
formal session, July 31, 
2024. The home rule pe-
tition first needs approv-
al from the Boston City 
Council then it would be 
sent to the State Legisla-
ture who also needs to ap-
prove it before it can take 
effect.

Mom’s The Word!

This is my mother - Mother ’s name __________________________________________________

Drawn By - Your name _________________________________________________

Phone # ______________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________  

DRAW YOUR 

MOM!

Draw Your Mom
• Complete the picture by creating a picture of your mother
• Pens, pencils, markers or crayons, use colors

Email your photo to
 promo@reverejournal.com

Please include the publication in the email or text

Deadline for entries will be Friday, May 3rd. 
Entries will be published with in the May 8th issue

COLORING CONTEST
SHOW 
YOUR MOM HOW MUCH YOU LOVE HER!

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
1209 Bennington -Ys Vent Norton Pt Bennington LLC 1209 Bennington St         $1,125,000  
Levin, Robert Concannon, Kevin 146 Princeton St                $815,000  
Hughes, Dana Tepic, Slobodan        156 Porter St #249         $600,000  
Barker, Paul J          Tunnirello Ft        207 Princeton St                      $1,000,000  
Gautreau, Nicole L Golding, Adam            265 Lexington St #4       $425,500  
Cottrell, Melissa Gil C Rocbert RET     282 Marginal St #1   $650,000  
Freeman, Michael Border Development LLC 301 Border St #209     $689,000  
Mokriski, Charles F 304 Sumner St LLC 304 Sumner St #3            $730,000  
Cutler, Ellen B 387 Sumner Partners LLC 389 Sumner St #201          $729,000  
Song, Ziyu 387 Sumner Partners LLC 389 Sumner St #20             $744,000  
Familia Cafecito T         Stage LLC 41 Wordsworth St #3           $730,000  
59 Falcon LLC 57 Falcon St LLC 59 Falcon St                 $650,000

Special to the Times-Free Press

Energy and Environ-
mental Affairs (EEA) 
Secretary Rebecca Tepper 
today announced Alison 
Brizius's appointment to 
Assistant Secretary and 
Director of the Office of 
Coastal Zone Management 
(CZM). CZM leads the 
state's policy and planning 
on coastal and ocean is-
sues. The Office's mission 
is to balance the impact of 
human activities with the 
protection of coastal and 
marine resources through 
planning, public involve-
ment, education, research, 
and sound resource man-
agement. 

The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration recently 
launched the Resilient-
Coasts initiative, a holis-
tic and proactive strategy 
to guide state and local 
coastal resiliency policy 
and action. Brizius will 
oversee this initiative as 
well as implement the 
state's coastal programs 
under the federal Coastal 
Zone Management Act, 
ensuring environmental 
justice and equity is em-
bedded into this work. She 
starts May 6.

“Our coastal communi-
ties are on the front lines 

of climate change, expe-
riencing more frequent 
and significant storms, in-
creased flooding and ero-
sion, and rising sea levels. 
It's important now more 
than ever to have a strong, 
bold, and innovative per-
son leading CZM,” said 
EEA Secretary Rebecca 
Tepper. “The Healey-
Driscoll Administration 
is taking a whole-of-gov-
ernment approach to pro-
tecting the state's coast-
lines and adapting for the 
future. Alison Brizius is 
the perfect person to help 
us meet this moment. Her 
background and expertise 
demonstrate her ability to 
tackle challenging issues 
and prove she is the right 
person for the job.”

“I am honored to join 

the Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration as they el-
evate the state's focus 
on climate change. Our 
coastlines are a huge part 
of Massachusetts' identity 
- it's our culture, economy, 
and livelihood. Protecting 
our coastal environments 
and communities is a task 
I'm eager to take on,” add-
ed Brizius. “I’m excited to 
be joining such a talented 
team at CZM and am ea-
ger to work with them to 
enhance resilience, envi-
ronmental justice and sus-
tainability that will benefit 
Massachusetts for genera-
tions to come.”

Alison Brizius joins 
CZM from the City of 
Boston, where she previ-
ously served as Commis-
sioner of Environment. 
In that role, she was re-
sponsible for leading the 
Department in addressing 
climate change impacts, 
such as achieving net zero 
emissions while protect-
ing air, water, climate, and 
land resources, enhancing 
environmental justice, 
and improving Boston 
residents' quality of life. 
Previously, Brizius was 
the city's Director of Cli-
mate and Environmental 
Planning. Prior to that, she 
served as the Executive 

Director of the Center for 
Robust Decision-making 
on Climate and Energy 
Policy (RDCEP) at the 
University of Chicago, a 
multi-institutional inter-
disciplinary center found-
ed to improve society's 
ability to respond to cli-
mate change and energy 
supply challenges. She re-
ceived her Ph.D. in Phys-
ics from the University of 
Chicago. 

Area officials offer the 
following statements of 
support:

Boston Mayor  
Michelle Wu

“As Massachusetts 
confronts the urgent chal-
lenges of climate change 
along our coastlines, Ali-
son Brizius' appointment 
as Assistant Secretary and 
Director of the Office of 
Coastal Zone Manage-
ment marks a pivotal mo-
ment for the state. As the 
Environment Department 
Commissioner for the City 
of Boston, Alison's stead-
fast commitment to envi-
ronmental stewardship put 
us on track to be a more 
resilient, equitable, and 
sustainable city. We will 
miss Alison in City Hall, 
but know that her leader-
ship in this role will ben-

efit our city and the entire 
Commonwealth.”

 
Betsy Nicholson, North 

Regional Director, 
NOAA Office for  

Coastal Management
“I am thrilled to help 

welcome Alison to her 
new post as Assistant Sec-
retary and CZM Director. 
She brings wholesale cli-
mate resilience experience 
with the City of Boston 
and a strong collaborative 
spirit that will be essential 
to partnering with NOAA 
and many others to bring 
innovative climate solu-
tions to communities, 
infrastructure, and our 
coastal ecosystems. I look 
forward to serving along-
side Alison and her talent-
ed and seasoned team at 
CZM.”

 
Amy Longsworth,  
Executive Director, 

Boston Green Ribbon 
Commission

“Protecting Boston's 47 
miles of coastline from the 
impacts of climate change 
is urgent; with the water at 
our door, we need a lead-
er with courage who can 
think quickly, practically, 
holistically and innova-
tively. I think of no one 
better suited than Alison to 

lead this charge. She has a 
tremendous track record 
of getting complex things 
done, while deftly steering 
between the various points 
of view that hold things 
back. Her commitment to 
action-oriented resilience 
will ensure we build a 
safer and more equitable 
Boston, as well as other 
coastal communities. I 
look forward to continu-
ing to work with Alison in 
her new role.”

 
Kathy Abbott,  

President and CEO, 
Boston Harbor Now
“With her extensive 

background in climate 
adaptation and resilience, 
coupled with her proven 
leadership in making real 
progress on coastal resil-
ience in Boston, Alison 
is exceptionally qualified 
to join Secretary Tepper's 
team and lead the Healey-
Driscoll administration’s 
ResilientCoasts plan to 
drive comprehensive solu-
tions for our coastal com-
munities. Boston Harbor 
Now looks forward to 
working with Dr. Brizius 
and her team at CZM to 
ensure our region's wa-
terfront remains resilient, 
sustainable, and accessible 
for future generations.”

Healey-Driscoll Adminstration names Brizius new Coastal Zone Management Director

Alison Brizius.

Hearing // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



Wednesday, April 24, 2024 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Page 9

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Fire Services’ 
new tool for tracking lith-
ium-ion battery fires has 
helped to identify 50 such 
incidents in the past six 
months, more than double 
the annual average detect-
ed by a national fire data 
reporting system, said 
State Fire Marshal Jon M. 
Davine.

The Department of Fire 
Services launched its Lithi-
um-Ion Battery Fire Inves-
tigative Checklist on Oct. 
13, 2023. It immediately 
went into use by the State 
Police Fire & Explosion 
Investigation Unit assigned 
to the State Fire Marshal’s 
office, and local fire depart-
ments were urged to adopt 
it as well. Developed by the 
DFS Fire Safety Division, 
the checklist can be used by 
fire investigators to gath-
er basic information about 
fires in which lithium-ion 
batteries played a part. That 
information is then entered 
into a database to identify 
patterns and trends.

“We knew anecdotally 
that lithium-ion batteries 
were involved in more 
fires than the existing data 
suggested,” said State Fire 
Marshal Davine. “In just 
the past six months, inves-
tigators using this simple 
checklist have revealed 
many more incidents than 
we’ve seen in prior years.”

Prior to the checklist, the 
state’s fire service relied on 
battery fire data reported 
to the Massachusetts Fire 
Incident Reporting Sys-
tem (MFIRS), a state-level 
tool that mirrors and feeds 
into the National Fire In-
cident Reporting System 
(NFIRS). NFIRS tracks 
battery fires but does not 
specifically gather data on 
the types of batteries in-
volved. Some fields do not 
require the detailed infor-
mation that Massachusetts 
officials were seeking, and 
some fires may be cod-
ed according to the type 
of device involved rather 
than the type of battery. 
Moreover, MFIRS reports 
sometimes take weeks or 

months to be completed 
and uploaded.

“Investigators using 
the Lithium-Ion Battery 
Fire Checklist are getting 
us better data faster,” said 
State Fire Marshal Davine. 
“The tool is helpful, but the 
people using it are the key 
to its success.”

From 2019 to 2023, an 
average of 19.4 lithium-ion 
battery fires per year were 
reported to MFIRS – less 
than half the number iden-
tified by investigators us-
ing the checklist over the 
past six months. The in-
crease since last fall could 
be due to the growing num-
ber of consumer devices 
powered by these batteries, 
increased attention by local 
fire investigators, or other 
factors, State Fire Marshal 
Davine said. For example, 
fires that started with an-
other item but impinged 
upon a battery-powered 
device, causing it to go into 
thermal runaway, might not 
be categorized as a battery 
fire in MFIRS or NFIRS.

Lithium-ion battery fires 
were reported in 38 cities 
and towns. Nine of the fires 
involved micromobility de-
vices such as battery-pow-
ered scooters, e-bikes, and 

hoverboards, making them 
the most commonly in-
volved in fires, according 
to the data. Eight fires in-
volved laptops and another 
eight involved cell phones, 
tablets, or similar devices. 
Power tools were involved 
in six fires. The device’s 
charging status could be 
determined in 41 of the 
50 fires: surprisingly, 56% 
of these devices were not 
charging at the time of the 
incident.

Lithium-ion batteries 
power everything from 
small devices like e-cig-
arettes and smartphones 
to scooters, e-bikes, and 
electric vehicles. If they are 
overcharged, overheated, 
or abused, they can fail rap-
idly and without warning. 
A lithium-ion battery that 
goes into thermal runaway 
will erupt in an explosion 
of toxic gases and flames 
that will ignite nearby fur-
nishings. Water and tradi-
tional fire extinguishers are 
significantly less effective 
against lithium-ion battery 
fires.

State Fire Marshal Da-
vine offered the following 
safety tips for preventing 
lithium-ion battery fires:

 • Be sure you have 

working smoke alarms in-
stalled on every level of 
your home.

• Use only the original 
equipment manufactur-
er’s batteries and charging 
equipment. Aftermarket or 
generic batteries and char-
gers may be cheaper but are 
more likely to pose a burn, 
fire, or explosion hazard.

• Store scooters and 
e-bikes outdoors if pos-
sible. If you must store 
them indoors, keep them 
and their batteries clear of 
doors, windows, and stair-

ways.
• Charge the battery di-

rectly from a wall outlet, 
not an extension cord or 
power strip. Place it on a 
hard and stable surface, not 
a bed, couch, or pillow.

• Charge only one bat-
tery or device at a time and 
unplug it when it’s fully 
charged. Don’t allow a 
charged battery to continue 
charging.

• If you notice changes 
to the battery or the device, 
including damage, an un-
usual odor, a change in col-

or, too much heat, change 
in shape, leaking, smoking, 
or not keeping a charge, 
stop using it right away.

• If and when it’s time to 
dispose of the battery, don’t 
put it in the trash.  Lithi-
um-ion batteries should be 
recycled, and you can find 
a location to take them at 
https://www.call2recycle.
org/locator/.

Residents can learn more 
about lithium-ion battery 
safety at the Department of 
Fire Services’ Lithium-Ion 
Battery Safety web page.

DEADLINES: For classified line ads, 
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m.
___________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588.
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• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 
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More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
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Professional • Medical
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Fax: 
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ChELsEa

East 
Boston
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JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT
HOME 

REPAIR & 
IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

ROOFING

ROOFING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

YOUR 
AD 

HERE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING 
SERVICES

PLASTERING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING
RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES

Mowing - Weeding
Trimming: Bushes Shrubs

Everywhere in Front & Back Yard
New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work

Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588 OR EMAIL 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Delco Utilities, Inc.

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICES

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140ISMA CERTIFIED  FULLY INSURED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MA #E32101
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Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations
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masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20
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After six months, new tracking tool identifies 50 lithium-ion battery fires

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU24C0101CA
In the matter of:

Michael Noah Coleman
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Michael Noah 
Coleman of Boston, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing 
their name to:
Michael Noah O‚Äô-
Connor
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at:Suffolk 
Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 

a.m. on the return day 
of 05/02/2024. This 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 03, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

4/24/2024
EB

DELI HELP 
WANTED
Must be over 
18 years old
Must be Very 

Flexible with hours 
Days-Evening-

Weekends
Please call Marc 

or Chris
 617-846-6880

HELP WANTED

THINK OF 
IT AS AN 
OWNER’S 
MANUAL

FOR YOUR
 MONEY.

The free Consumer Action 
Handbook. In print and online
at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s
the everyday guide to getting
the most for your hard-
earned money. For your 
free copy, order online at
ConsumerAction.gov; write
to Handbook, Pueblo, CO
81009; or call toll-free
1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

EVERETT-Personal Care Assistant need-
ed - Mornings 8am-2pm or evenings 
3pm-7pm.
Hablo Español. Call Susan 617-389-
6190
-----------

PCA NEEDED
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Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authori-
ty (MBTA) is pleased to 
announce its first-ever in-
volvement in the Autism 
Transit Project, an initia-
tive that empowers chil-
dren with autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD) to create 
public service announce-
ments for transit systems 
across the country. In rec-
ognition of Autism Accep-
tance Month during April, 
running through mid-May, 
the MBTA will play public 
announcements created by 
local children with ASD in 
stations across the system. 
The MBTA joins other tran-
sit agencies in this mean-
ingful project organized by 
the Autism Transit Project, 
a 501c3 non-profit organi-
zation.

“Our transportation sys-
tem should be accessible 
to all of our residents and 
visitors. The Autism Transit 
Project is an extension of 

that commitment and sup-
ports one of the MBTA’s 
key goals, which is to make 
sure every single traveler 
can navigate the system 
successfully,” said Trans-
portation Secretary and 
CEO Monica Tibbits-Nutt. 
“This is a great way to 
spread the word about Au-
tism Awareness Month and 
to help educate other people 
in their same situation.”

“We are honored to par-
ticipate in the Autism Tran-
sit Project and celebrate 
Autism Acceptance Month 
with our community,” said 
MBTA General Manager 
and CEO Phillip Eng. “This 
initiative not only raises 
awareness about autism, 
but also provides a unique 
platform for children with 
ASD to showcase their tal-
ents and make a positive 
impact on our public trans-
portation system and help 
us lift up our values and our 
commitment of fostering a 
public transit system where 

everyone feels welcome, 
respected, and safe. Thank 
you to the children and fam-
ilies for being part of the T 
family with their participa-
tion today and recording 
these great public service 
announcements.”

“Children with autism 
sometimes fixate on feats 
of everyday mechanical 
engineering,” said Jona-
than Trichter, founder of 
The Autism Transit Proj-
ect. “This is especially true 
of trains and transit sys-
tems—something frontline 
MBTA workers see every 
day. In addition, children 
with autism may not come 
to language naturally. In-
stead, they grab onto phras-
es they hear in places they 
love and use them to com-
municate with the world 
around them. As a result, it 
is not unusual for the first 
full sentence a child with 
autism utters to be a transit 
service announcement. This 
is why this project is so spe-
cial. And today, the MBTA 
is creating a space for these 
kids to participate in civic 
life and be heard.”

“From simply watching 
trains, to walking up and 
touching a train, to getting 
on and taking a ride on a 
train, to riding every line in 
the entire MBTA system, 
this program, while phys-
ically measurable in some 
ways, has an immeasurable 
impact on my son, Chris-
topher. Thank you!” said 
Robin Long-Tarjan, whose 
son, Christopher (age 14), 
participated in the project 

this year.
The Autism Transit Proj-

ect and the MBTA collab-
orated with families from 
greater Boston within the 
MBTA service area on an-
nouncement scripts and 
produced the recordings. 
Announcements by the chil-
dren included tips on how to 
safely board and disembark 
trains, offering seats to oth-
ers, and remembering to be 
kind while riding the T.

To further support the 
program and express grat-
itude to the participating 
children, the MBTA wel-
comed them for an exclu-
sive tour of its Operations 
Control Center where they 
gained a behind-the-scenes 
look at the system and met 
bus and subway dispatch-
ers. Additionally, the MBTA 
will feature the Autism 
Transit Project on its in-sta-
tion digital screens and so-
cial media channels.

The MBTA’s participa-
tion in the Autism Transit 
Project follows another re-
cent initiative supporting 
young transit enthusiasts 
with disabilities. On March 
21, the MBTA hosted a 
field trip from Boston Pub-
lic Schools’s Horace Mann 
School for the Deaf & Hard 
of Hearing at its Emergen-
cy Training Center in South 
Boston. Staff from various 
departments led students 
through a hands-on experi-
ence with public transit in a 
controlled environment.

The Autism Transit Proj-
ect is a 501c3 non-profit 
organization whose mission 
it is to spread acceptance 
and awareness that people 
with autism are worthy and 
valuable parts of their so-
cieties—different perhaps, 
but no less. The project re-
lies on its ability to channel 
the connection many with 
autism spectrum disorder 

(“ASD”) have to mass tran-
sit systems in a positive 
way. It started with an idea 
when its founder, Jonathan 
Trichter, launched a widely 
praised initiative that al-
lows autistic children who 
love trains to record subway 
service announcements that 
are then broadcast public-
ly throughout their local 
transit systems in conjunc-
tion with Autism Accep-
tance Months. Last year, 
in 2023, over 100 children 
and five major transit agen-
cies across the country par-
ticipated. This year, seven 
transit agencies participated 
with even more kiddos!

For more information, 
visit mbta.com or connect 
with the T on X (the site for-
merly known as Twitter) @
MBTA and @MBTA_CR, 
Facebook /TheMBTA, 
Instagram @theMBTA, 
Threads @thembta, or Tik-
Tok @thembta. 

As part of its partici-
pation in Boston Design 
Week, running from April 
23 – May 5, East Boston 
Artists Group (EBAG) 
comprised of artists who 
live, work, and/or create 
art in East Boston, have 
organized the weekend of 
Saturday, April 27, and 

Sunday, April 28, from 
noon to 6 p.m. for the East 
Boston community to ex-
perience the breadth of the 
vibrant art and culture that 
is unique to East Boston.

“This is the first time 
EBAG has participated in 
Design Week, now in its 
11th year, so we started 

small,” said June Krin-
sky-Rudder, one of the 
co-founders of EBAG, 
who coordinated the 
weekend. “What people 
will be able to experience 
over the weekend is just 
the tip of the iceberg of the 
incredible vibrancy that’s 
happening in the arts in 
East Boston.” 

Slated for the weekend 
are two gallery exhibits, 
a self-guided tour of 21 
murals and pieces of pub-
lic art, and the El Dia del 
Niño event (with a mural 
painting activity): 

Atlantic Works Gal-
lery at 80 Border Street 
presents In The Woods: 
Paintings and Drawings 
by Joan Ryan and Julie 
C Baer. Visit www.atlan-
ticworks.org, 

Boston East Gallery at 
126 Border Street presents 
Beyond Border, paintings 
and mixed media by East 
Boston artists B. Amore, 
Kristen Audette, Matt 
Baynes, Collette Brésil-
la, Jeff Briggs, Brian 
Burke, Maryellen Cahill, 

Elsa Campbell, Sandrine 
Colson, Kristen Freitas, 
Katie  Kimbrell, June 
Krinsky-Rudder, Char-
lene Liska, Diane Modica, 
Maureen O’Connor, Da-
vid Riley, Joan Ryan, and 
X Bonnie Woods. 

HarborArts shares a 
self-guided walking tour 
of 21 murals produced 
from 2020 – 2024. 

There are no major in-
clines, making it an acces-
sible experience for most 
people. 

Veronica Robles Cul-
tural Center presents El 
Dia del Niño, a special 
day to honor children in 
our community at Central 
Square Park between Me-
ridian and Border St  in 
East Boston on Sunday, 
April 28, from 2 p.m. – 6 
p.m. 

East Boston artists Nick 
DiStefano and Jesus Mo-
rales will facilitate a mural 
painting activity at Veron-
ica Robles Cultural Cen-
ter, 282 Meridian Street, 
on Sunday, April 28, from 
noon – 6 p.m.
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ad size shown 
to scale

12 weeks of
 eyes on your ad
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By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE
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$3.65  Price 
subject to 
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6

See McGARY Page 2

Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4

Police News 16

Sports 11

Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Spring into savings today!Spring into savings today!

&

*$180 per paper

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
PLEASE CALL 617-567-4499         SPINELLIS.COM

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceañera, Reunion,

Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes

Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service
and professionalism to ensure the success of

your special occasion.

Please accept sincere condolences, from the Spinelli’s family and staff.
During this difficult time, we would like to offer our facility at a specially

reduced price, for you, your family and friends.

SERVED UPON ARRIVAL - Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

BUFFET LUNCHEON MENU

Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter, Chicken, Ziti & Broccoli
Alfredo, Eggplant Parmigiana, Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499           www.spinellis.com

Above price does not include a 15% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

PINELLI’S
F U N C T I O N  F A C I L I T Y

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $15.50 Per
Person

EBAG proudly showcases East Boston Cultural 
Partners to celebrate Boston Design Week

THE WALK 
FOR HUNGER 
FUNDRAISER     
SET FOR MAY 5

The Walk for Hunger, 
Project Bread’s annual 
fundraising event and the 
Commonwealth’s largest 
and oldest day of commu-
nity action against hunger, 
is seeking walkers for the 
celebration. The one-day 
event is set for Sunday, 
May 5 on the Boston 
Common, and will feature 
family-friendly activities 
along the 3-mile loop. 
In its 56th year, Project 
Bread invites you to help 
raise more than $1.3 mil-
lion to support the leading 
statewide food security 
organization’s approach to 
permanently solve hunger, 

which includes working 
year-round across policy 
initiatives, programs, and 
hunger prevention mea-
sures to ensure food access 
for all children and fami-
lies in Massachusetts.

Likeminded anti-hunger 
organizations can enroll in 
the nonprofit’s co-fund-
raising program, The 
Commonwealth, forming 
teams to raise money to 
support their own work, 
while also furthering 
Project Bread’s statewide 
effort. To register for the 
event and create a personal 
or team fundraising page 
for the Walk for Hunger or 
to make a donation, visit 
projectbread.org/walk or 
email walk@projectbread.
org.

News in Brief

COMPLIMENTARY PHOTO BY THE MBTA CUSTOMER AND EMPLOYEE EXPERIENCE DEPARTMENT

MBTA General Manager and CEO Phillip Eng welcomed Autism Transit Project Founder 
Jonathan Trichter, local children with autism spectrum disorder, and their families before 
an exclusive tour of the MBTA’s Operations Control Center.

MBTA works with Autism Transit Project with public announcements 


