3UNITS LEFT! 2 BED, 2 BATHS PRIVATE BALCONIES
ELEVATOR | COVERED PARKING | ROOF DECK | MEETING ROOM
$579,000 - $589,000

163 Chestnut St &
16 APARTMENTS

157 Chestnut St
14 BRAND NEW CONDOS

2 BED, 2 BATHS IN-UNIT LAUNDRY | PARKING | 12 UNITS LEFT!

MOVE-IN APRIL 1" NO FEE. NO SECURITY. FIRST & LAST ONLY
f!eff@chelseaﬁeall:'state (HJ1B  $3,000 - $3,600/M0
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Two soldiers, played by Lusiantonio Rivero and Thomas
Rozzi, throw a heavy, wooden cross on Jesus’s shoulders to

carry through the streets to Golgotha during The East Bos-
ton Central Catholic School 8th grade class presentation of
the Stations of the Cross. See Page 6 for more photos.

Narrators: Elena Gonzalez and Lillian Ezaquiel-Blake.

EBCCS - STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Carolos Hincapie, as Jesus, rises victorious over death.

Coletta to hold hearing on technological
infrastructure improvements for departments

Special to the Times-Free Press

Boston City Councilors
Gabriela Coletta, Ed Fly-
nn, and Liz Breadon will
hold a hearing regarding
technological infrastruc-
ture improvements across
city departments on Tues-
day, April 2 at 2pm in the
Iannella Chamber, Fifth
Floor of Boston City Hall.

“Our current technol-
ogy in various city de-
partments is outdated.
We seek to upgrade these
programs to be more effi-
cient and responsive to the
day-to-day needs of our
constituents,” said Colet-
ta. “I’m optimistic that we
will continue the conver-
sation and explore more
investments to ensure our
city’s technological in-
frastructure can serve our
constituents.”

In the previous legis-
lative session, Councilor
Coletta held a hearing to
discuss the digitization
of parking regulations to

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Boston City Councilor
Gabriela Coletta.

work collaboratively to
bring a new modernized
parking enforcement sys-
tem that helps with the
quality of life and boosts
efficiency in constituent
services. During the hear-
ing, city administrators
from the Department of
Innovation and Technol-
ogy (DolT) shared a plan
to embed technological in-
frastructure that would al-
low the Boston Transpor-
tation Department (BTD)
to respond more efficient-
ly to the day-to-day needs
of constituents. The Coun-

cilors seek to further last
year’s conversation and
discuss updating techno-
logical infrastructure for
all city departments.

“It is critical that our
city departments have the
necessary  technological
infrastructure in place for
our residents to request
city services, report qual-
ity of life issues, and ac-
cess city updates,” said
Councilor Flynn. “I want
to thank Councilors Co-
letta and Breadon for their
partnership on this issue,
and I look forward to this
discussion on how we can
further improve the exist-
ing technology utilized by
our city departments.”

“Investments in mod-
ern technological infra-
structure are crucial to
providing quality services
to our residents across the
city,” said Councilor Liz
Breadon. “From proper-
ty assessment and code
enforcement to housing

inspection and facilities
maintenance, strategic
system improvements
should be pursued across
the enterprise of local gov-
ernment. I look forward
to discussing the current
status and future progress
of enhancing our citywide
technological resources.”

Members of the admin-
istration expected include:

e Santiago Garces,
Chief of Information Offi-
cer, DolT

e Kerry Jordan, Chief of
Staff, DolT

This docket was re-
ferred to the Commit-
tee on City Services &
Innovation  Technology
chaired by Councilor En-
rique Pepén (District 5)
of Roslindale. Members
of the public are encour-
aged to provide written
or oral comments. More
information on the hear-
ing can be found at: www.
boston.gov/public-notic-
es/16099336.

s GSCA ponders

community building
and a name change

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

The Gove Street Citi-
zens Association (GSCA)
took some time during its
monthly meeting on Mon-
day to discuss strategies
for community building
and potentially changing
the organization’s name.

To kick off the con-
versation, Neel Batra, a
GSCA Board Member,
explained that a survey
link was sent out before
the meeting with different
ideas on how to gather to-
gether and build commu-
nity.

“When 1 joined the
board a couple of years
ago, kind of, building
community was one of the
things I really wanted to
do,” said Batra.

“That’s one of the rea-
sons I joined the board,”
he added.

Out of the 13 responses,
the most supported ideas
were an afternoon walk on
the Greenway, a block par-

ty, and a picnic.

In addition to the most
favored activities men-
tioned above, some writ-
ten responses requested a
variation of an in-person
meeting, which prompted
further discussion.

Another Board Mem-
ber, Jane O’Reilly, sup-
ported having in-person
meetings from time to
time in the future, saying,
“I really want live meet-
ings soon. I think it would
be nice if we can see each
other.”

Other attendees also
gave their thoughts, with
at least one favoring the
online meetings for con-
venience and another lik-
ing the idea of meeting in

person.
As the discussion pro-
gressed, some venues

were briefly mentioned,
but Batra made it clear that
there would not be a total
switch to in-person meet-

See GSCA Page 2

Open Streets event comes
back to East Boston

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced six Open Streets
events, adding Hyde Park
as an Open Streets loca-
tion and beginning the
popular car-free event
series earlier in the year.
Similar to years past, more
than a mile will be tempo-
rarily closed to vehicular
traffic to create room for
community and play. The
half-day events will allow
local businesses to expand
into the street, and to safe-
ly make space for music,
games, bicycling, com-
munity tabling, and more.
This year, Open Streets
will be in Dorchester,
Roxbury, Jamaica Plain,
Hyde Park, East Boston,
and Allston-Brighton,
with events throughout
late spring, summer, and
early fall. These pedestri-
an-focused events build
on Mayor Wu’s commit-
ment to reimagining our

streets and making Boston
the best city in the country
for families.

“Over the last two
years, we have seen Open
Streets events transform
public streets into shared
community spaces where
residents can experience
the full liveliness of our
neighborhoods and small
businesses can be support-
ed,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “We’re thrilled to
keep this going this year.”

The timing of the Open
Streets series has been ex-
tended from 10:00 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. to 10:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. This year,
streets will close to ve-
hicular traffic at 9:00 a.m.
and reopen at 6:00 p.m.

“Expanding our Open
Streets events gives resi-
dents more opportunities
to explore new neighbor-
hoods in their city,” said

See OPEN STREETS Page 9

Easter Hunnies
See page 5

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark lauro, former owner and director of Rapino,
Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
o Ample Off Street Parking ¢ Complimentary Valet Parking ¢ Nonsectarian

RUGGIERQ FAMILY
MEMORIAL HOME

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends e

617-569-0990 ¢ Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

Se Habla Espanol

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check eastietimes.com
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Crews performed track work in the underground tunnel

P

of the Orange Line. Complimentary photo by the MBTA
Customer and Employee Experience Department.

Infrastructure improvements were accomplished along the
Orange Line. Complimentary photo by the MBTA Customer
and Employee Experience Department.

Security and emergency management enhancements
were performed at Downtown Crossing. Complimentary
photo by the MBTA Customer and Employee Experience

Department.

MBTA makes further progress on expedited critical track
work on Orange Line, removes seven speed restrictions

The MBTA today an-
nounced the completion
of critical track work on
the Orange Line. Crews
accomplished this critical
work due to unencum-
bered access to track areas
while Orange Line service
was suspended between
Jackson Square and North
Station for four days from
March 18-21. As a result,
six safety-related speed
restrictions were removed
last week with a seventh
removed over the week-
end following final com-
pletion work.

“With each step, we are
following through on our
commitment to rebuild our
tracks to give our riders the
improved reliable trip they
deserve. I'm proud of the
dedicated workforce that
worked in a short window
of time while delivering
on significant work along
the Orange Line corridor,”
said MBTA General Man-
ager and CEO Phillip Eng.
“There is much more to
do, and we are determined
to make tough decisions to
prioritize work while bal-
ancing the need to ensure
the public has sufficient
options to use mass trans-
portation alternatives. We
thank riders for their pa-
tience and understanding
as we continue reinvesting
in our infrastructure and
make important progress
to give them a system that
they can rely on and be
proud of.”

With unencumbered

access to Orange Line sta-
tions, crews were able to
accomplish critical work
and maximize access to
tracks and stations in a
number of ways:

* More than 5,000 feet
of rail was installed.

e 27 cologne egg rail
fasteners were replaced.

* 63 rail “shoulders”
were cored.

e Nearly 260 plates
were installed.

* 10 switch timbers em-
bedded in concrete were
replaced by the Mainte-
nance of Way team.

* 500 feet of stringer ca-
ble was replaced.

e Nine third rail insu-
lators were replaced by
the Maintenance of Way
team.

e C(Critical switch and
crossover work was ac-
complished.

e Tunnel inspections
were performed between
State and Haymarket.

e Structural overhead
inspections of stations
were accomplished at Chi-
natown,  Massachusetts
Avenue, Ruggles, and
Roxbury Crossing with
additional station entrance
inspections performed.

* Concrete slab sections
were replaced within the

State station “Rainbow
Corridor.”
e Station inspections

were accomplished be-
tween Jackson Square and
Downtown Crossing.

* Modernization work
along the southwest cor-
ridor between Roxbury
Crossing and Chinatown
was performed with con-
crete coring accomplished
in eight locations.

* Security and emergen-
cy management enhance-
ments were performed at
Downtown Crossing.

e Crews performed
visual surveys and mea-
surements of tunnels,

Crews worked in critical track areas during this Orange Line
diversion. Complimentary photo by the MBTA Customer
and Employee Experience Department.

I;ear Mar,

T

I just wanted to show you how much 1
love and appreciate you.

I recall one yearin 1980 something you
were given the title of mother of the year.
To me, you are the mother of a lifetime. I
am truly sorry for dragging you through
times I wish I could take back. All the
while knowing you never stopped loving
and supporting. You were and still are
my biggest fan.l watched you go through
many of life’s challenges only to come out

- more determined than ever. I clung on to
that ! Determined, and was able to come
out of my own trials an tiibulations with
not just determination but hope. 1 would
have never made it if I didn’t have you,
Fran Carbone, aka. Momster, aka Helmut.

Happy Easter Mar
I-I love and chelish you. We all do.’J

As a result of this critical work, the following safety-related speed restrictions are no longer

in place:
Speed Restriction Number Restriction Information Status
and Location

1. 526479 Northbound between Removed
Ruggles and Massachusetts
Avenue

2. 000045 Northbound at Back Bay Removed

3. 523874 Northbound between Back Removed
Bay and Tufts Medical
Center

4. 523882 Northbound between Tufts Removed
Medical Center and
Chinatown

5. 000055 Southbound at Chinatown Removed

6. 000061 Northbound at Back Bay Removed

7. 000002 Northbound between Tufts Removed
Medical Center and
Chinatown

Additionally, four speed restrictions were removed on the Red Line last week:

Speed Restriction Number | Restriction Information Status
and Location

1. 000128 Between Quincy Center and Removed
Quincy Adams

2. 000132 Between Andrew and Removed
JFK/UMass

3. 000129 Between North Quincy and Removed
Wollaston

4. 000131 Between JFK/UMass and Removed
North Quincy

communication  rooms, station to station through tions; * waste receptacle re-

and emergency exits from
Ruggles to State in sup-
port of the MBTA’s State-
wide Radio System cable
installation path. Crews
also surveyed Station
Communication  rooms
and public areas for radio
equipment installations as
the crew progressed from

the tunnels.

A variety of other in-sta-
tion work also took place
along the Orange Line to
further enhance the rider
experience, including:

* cleaning, sanding, and
painting wooden station
benches;

* fire retardant installa-

* station painting;

* door repairs;

¢ yellow tactile edging
repairs to platforms;

* flooring repairs to pre-
vent tripping hazards;

* concrete repairs;

e stairway upgrades and
repairs, including handrail
repairs;

placements;

e powerwashing and
cleaning work; and

e installing/replacing
station signage, including
system maps.

For more information,
visit mbta.com/TrackPro-
gram.

GSCA / / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ings but that it would be
occasional. The option of
a hybrid meeting was also
broached.

Later, the conversation
about community building
and potential in-person
meetings ended. However,
Batra clarified that these
conversations will be open
and continue at the next
GSCA meeting in April.

In addition to com-
munity building, those
in attendance considered
changing the name of the
GSCA.

“When 1 joined the
board a couple of years
ago, I was a little uncertain
about having ‘Citizens’ in
the name,” said Batra.

Batra continued ex-
plaining that he was un-
sure how well the defini-
tion of citizen translates in
other languages and said,
“It’s just a nuance that
might get lost. So we’re

thinking it might be better
to just change the name.”

Again, there were 13
responses to a survey that
provided different options
for an updated name, and
the top choices were Gove
Street Neighborhood As-
sociation and Gove Street
Community Association.

Overall, there seemed
to be significant support
for a name change, with
those in attendance pro-
viding opinions that the
concern about the word
citizen was valid, that
there is no downside to a
name change, and more.

Another Board Mem-
ber, Paola Villatoro, pro-
vided some context re-
garding a potential name
change.

Villatoro, who indicated
she was born in Honduras,
said, in part, “I would say
that, like, if people like
my parents saw the name,

they probably wouldn’t
even continue even read-
ing the flyer because they
just would assume that it’s
not for them.”

Batra, who said his par-
ents are immigrants, also
added context, saying, “I
could see people just not
born here seeing citizen
in the title of the name
and just not really paying
any further attention to it
because they’re not citi-
zens.”

There was also a more
specific discussion about
the potential new name.
Batra leaned toward the
Gove Street Communi-
ty Association since the
group would retain the
GSCA acronym and liked
the idea of being a com-
munity because of what it
implied.

However, Claudia
Lawry, an attendee, and
O’Reilly seemed to favor

Gove Street Neighbor-
hood Association. Law-
ry pointed out that other
East Boston groups use
the moniker ‘Neighbor-
hood Association” and
that neighborhood might
translate most sensibly.
O’Reilly echoed Law-
ry, saying, “People know
what a neighborhood asso-
ciation is, and the fact that
they’re all over the city
and at the present time,
all over the city neigh-
borhood associations are
rising up — it does signal
who we are.” Others in the
meeting chat also tended
to agree with O’Reilly.
Ultimately, there has
not been an official name
change at this time. The
conversation is slated to
continue in April, and
there could potentially be
a vote. The GSCA will
meet again on April 22.
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The inaugural Breakfast
in Celebration of Elect-
ed Women from Revere,
Winthrop, and East Bos-
ton took place this past

CELEBRATING ELECTED WOMEN IN OFFICE

Saturday at Pamona Cafe,
orchestrated by hostess
Hannah Belcher. The
event saw a gathering of
elected officials from the

respective communities,
including the presence of
State Representative Jes-
sica Giannino and State
Senator Lydia Edwards.

Shown are State Sen. Lydia Edwards with Wmthrop Town

Councilor and event host, Hannah Belcher, and State Rep.

Jessica Giannino.

Elected officials shared laughs and conversation over the
breakfast table. Shown above, School Committee women
Aisha Millbury-Ellis speaks to everyone at the table.

MBTA announces East Boston,
Lynn, and Winthrop ferry
service resuming this spring

Special to the Times-Free Press

The MBTA announced
that East Boston ferry
service will resume for
the season effective Mon-
day, April 1, and the Lynn
and Winthrop ferries will
resume for the season ef-
fective Monday, April 29.
Weekend Hingham/Hull/
Logan to Boston ferry
service will also resume
beginning Memorial Day
weekend, Saturday, May
25, through Columbus/
Indigenous Peoples’ Day
weekend, Monday, Octo-
ber 14.

Service schedules for
the East Boston ferry
are available online now
at mbta.com/EastBos-
ton. Lynn, Winthrop, and
weekend Hingham/Hull/
Logan ferry schedules will
be posted in the coming
weeks at mbta.com/ferry.
Spring service schedules
for Subway, Bus, and
Commuter Rail will be
available soon at mbta.
com/ServiceChanges.

The East Boston fer-
ry operates on weekdays
and weekends from April
1 through November 30
between East Boston at
Lewis Mall Wharf and the
downtown Boston area at

Long Wharf (North). A
one-way fare on the East
Boston ferry is $2.40 (or
$1.10 for Reduced Fare
riders), which is the same
as taking the subway.
Tickets can be purchased
on the mTicket app. Print-
ed LinkPasses, Commut-
er Rail Zone passes, and
M7s are also accepted.
M7 cards, or MT7s, are
MBTA Student Charlie-
Cards that are pre-loaded
with monthly passes for
the school year for mid-
dle and high schoolers.
In support of MassDOT’s
Sumner Tunnel project,
the East Boston ferry will
be free for riders as an al-
ternate mode of transpor-
tation in July and August
2024. East Boston ferry
service is funded through
the Commonwealth.

The Lynn ferry operates
on weekdays starting April
29 with new weekend ser-
vice beginning Saturday,
May 25, through October
31 between the Blossom
Street Pier and the down-
town Boston area at Long
Wharf (North). A one-way
fare on the Lynn ferry is
currently $7 (or $3.50 for
Reduced Fare riders) in

See FERRY Page 7

COURTEY PHOTOS
An inaugural Breakfast in Celebration of Elected Women was held recently at Pamona Cafe
in Winthrop.

Shown above, elected officials and elected-hopefuls from Revere, East Boston and Winthrop, alike gathered to celebrate
women in local office at Pamona Cafe in Winthrop.

Income Restricted Rental Opportunity
MAVERICK LANDING

31 LIVERPOOL STREET
EAST BOSTON, MA 02128

305 Income-restricted Units

# of # of Maximum Income Limit  # built out for mobility impairments +
Units bedrooms (% AMI) Deaf/hard of hearing
79 1 30% of HH Gross Income 60% 14
13 2 30% of HH Gross Income 60% 4
91 3 30% of HH Gross Income 60% 1
22 4 30% of HH Gross Income 60% 5
Maximum Incomes
(set by HUD/MOH + based on household
size + Area Median Income (AMI))
Hougehold 60% AMI
size
1 $62,760
2 $71,700
3 $80,640
4 $89,580
5 $96,780
6 $103,920

Minimum incomes do not apply for this project.

Applications are available during the application period for 42 days, from 03/25/2024-05/05/2024.

Location

Thursday 04/11/24 3:00pm-7:00pm 31 Liverpool Street East Boston, MA 02128
Saturday 04/13/24 10:00am-2:00pm 31 Liverpool Street East Boston, MA 02128
Thursday 04/18/24 3:00pm-7:00pm 31 Liverpool Street East Boston, MA 02128
Saturday 04/20/24 10:00am -2:00pm 31 Liverpool Street East Boston, MA 02128

e Selection by Lottery.

e Preferences Apply.

To request an online application

or to have one sent by email,

visit https://bit.ly/MayLandAppReg

or scan the code

We will hold our first informational meeting on April 10, 2024 from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Mattapan Heights, 249 River Street,

Mattapan, MA 02126. Join virtually, too, through the following link:https://trinitydm.zoom.us/j/88459424115

We will hold our second informational meeting on April 17, 2024 from 2:00pm - 4:00pm at Maverick Landing, 31 Liverpool
Street, East Boston, MA 02128. Join virtually, too, through the following link: https://trinitydm.zoom.us/i/84475957107

DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than May 5, 2024.
Mailed to 31 Liverpool Street, East Boston, MA 02128

e Asset & Use Restrictions apply.

For more information, language assistance, or reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities, please call 617-569-3333 or email

Maverick@trinitymanagementcompany.com

TRINITY
MANAGEMENT

R
B
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CAN AI SAVE THE
ENVIRONMENT?

The coming revolution in Artificial Intelligence (Al)
holds great promise for the future benefit of mankind.
(Yeah, we know, there are pitfalls, but for purposes of
this editorial, we’re writing about a potential positive.)

As we were listening the other day to an interview
with the amazing Jensen Huang, the President and CEO
of Nvidia, the chip company that is pioneering the Al
revolution, in which he was saying that Al could shorten
the cumbersome Phase I-IV trial periods for new drugs
by years (not to mention that Al can be used to develop
new drugs), it occurred to us that in the same way, Al
could be used to shorten environmental review periods
for the construction of new wind and solar power facili-
ties and their transmission lines.

Right now, the biggest obstacles to clean energy be-
coming more prevalent across the U.S. are the envi-
ronmentalists themselves. Clean energy advocates and
companies are finding it’s one thing to build-out a wind
and solar farm, but quite another to obtain the permits
for transmission lines to carry the new energy to pop-
ulation centers because of cumbersome and time-con-
suming regulations and the opposition of environmental
groups by lawsuits.

For example, our region could have had cheap and
clean hydropower from Canada almost 10 years ago, but
environmental groups in Maine filed lawsuit after law-
suit to stop the transmission lines from going through
their state. Each and every suit has been dismissed, but
here we are, almost a decade later, and we still do not
have hydropower from Canada -- and there is some
question as to whether it ever will be accomplished.

Similarly, it took 17 years (that’s not a misprint) for
regulatory approval for the construction of the largest
wind project in the country in the New Mexico desert
so that this clean energy can get to population centers
in Arizona.

So it got us to thinking: Perhaps Al, which can ac-
complish billions of calculations in seconds, can help
speed up the regulatory process so we can get these proj-
ects on-line ASAP.

Because here’s the problem: Environmentalists are
now their own -- and the environment’s -- worst ene-
my. With the energy industry on-board with developing
energy from renewable sources -- even the big oil com-
panies are looking at green and blue hydrogen produc-
tion -- the problem is that nothing can be built quickly
because of the lengthy environmental review processes
and laws (that allow lawsuits by the dozens) which can
delay clean-energy projects for years and years.

But with each day’s news informing us of impend-
ing environmental catastrophe, it is obvious that we do
not have time to waste. It also is becoming increasingly
clear that we human beings are incapable of saving ei-
ther ourselves or the natural world.

But perhaps the Al machines can do it for us -- and
if so, they will give literal meaning to the metaphorical
term, “Deus ex machina.”

ANOTHER HAPLESS SEASON
FOR THE SOX

With the Red Sox set to open their 2024 season this
week, it seems all but assured that the Sox are destined
for a third-straight last- place finish in the American
League East.

For those of us who cherish our copy of the “Impos-
sible Dream” record album, which chronicled the 1967
Red Sox, who improbably won the American League
pennant (“The Red Sox win! It’s pandemonium on the
field!”), this has been the sorriest stretch by a Sox squad
since the early and mid-1960s, when the Red Sox simi-
larly were cellar-dwellers year-in and year-out.

It’s obvious that the Red Sox ownership, which
brought us four World Series titles from 2004-2018, ba-
sically has checked out and is taking the Fenway Faith-
ful for granted. Sad to say, it looks like 2024 will be
another long, hot -- and losing -- summer for Boston
baseball fans.

The East Boston Times-Free Press reserves the right to edit
letters for space, accuracy and clarity. We regret that we can-
not publish unsigned letters. Please include your street and
telephone number with your submission, The East Boston
Times-Free Press publishes columns, viewpoints and letters to
the editor s a forum for readers to express their opinions and
to encourage debate, Please note that the opinions expressed
are not necessarily those of The East Boston Times-Free Press.
Text or attachments emailed to
editor@castictimes.com are preferred.
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MBTA updates and the future of the Ferry

By Senator Lydia Edwards

As we kick off a new
ferry season, it’s import-
ant to note how far we’ve
come and what there is
to look forward to. The
Healey Administration has
made historic investments
in water transportation in
the past two years. One
such example is the hiring
of David Perry as the first
Director of Commuter
Ferry for the MBTA, mak-
ing him the first person to
be solely dedicated to fer-
ry operations.

Another example is
starting the ferry season
earlier this year. The fer-
ries for East Boston will
start on April 1st, and for
Winthrop on April 29th.
Both will run until No-
vember 30th.

“I am so excited to see
the continued growth of
our ferry system. Also, I
would like to say, ‘wel-
come aboard’ to David
Perry, pun intended.”
Starting the season earlier
is part of a larger effort,
spearheaded by Senator

Brendan Crighton, re-
questing several improve-
ments to the ferry system.
Senator Lydia Edwards,
Representative Jeff Tur-
co, Representative Adri-
an Madaro, Chair Aaron
Michlewitz, and members
of the Quincy and Lynn
delegations all signed the
letter.

Senator Edwards be-
lieves that while we have
accomplished a lot, we
need to continue to advo-
cate for water transporta-
tion. Examples of Senator
Edwards’s advocacy in-
clude securing state fund-
ing for Winthrop’s ferry
totaling $2 million ($1
million for each year of
the tunnel closure), as
well as coordinating with
fellow senators to pool
bonding funding totaling
$28 million for ferry plan-
ning, infrastructure, vessel
procurement, and accessi-
bility. “As a freshman sen-
ator, I organized several
of my colleagues to take
our bonding allocations
and put them together for
a waterfront transportation

system from Gloucester to
Quincy. I am still grateful
to Senator Crighton, Sen-
ator Joan Lovely, Senator
John Keenan, and Senator
Tarr.”

In recent talks with the
MBTA, Senator Edwards
was excited to learn about
big plans for the near fu-
ture. First, we expect
(though cannot promise)
that the Blue Line will be
free, and the ferry will be
subsidized during the tun-
nel closure this summer.
Second, the new Low In-
come Fare pilot program
will apply to M Passes, so
qualifying members of the
public will receive a re-
duced rate. This was mu-
sic to Senator Edwards’s
ears, as she is the lead
Senate sponsor of low-in-
come fares legislation.

Still, we have a lot to
push for to make sure this
is a viable system. Sena-
tor Edwards will contin-
ue to advocate for several
things, including: an inte-
grated payment system so
that the Charlie Card will
work on the ferry, bus, and

T; fare equity to ensure
that Winthrop residents
pay the same amount as
East Boston residents per
ride; an additional vessel
to increase frequency; and
finally, a new navigation
plan that connects Quincy
to the Hull/Hingham line,
thus allowing Winthrop
to have stops in East Bos-
ton (airport), Seaport, and
Long Wharf only.

As we enter budget sea-
son, one of the areas Sen-
ator Edwards is focused
on is ensuring the ferry
system is funded. Cur-
rently, there is no funding
allocated in the budget.
“I think that is an over-
sight. We just talked with
the Administration about
how cost-effective and
environmentally friendly
ferries are,” she said. The
total projected cost to fund
the East Boston, Lynn, and
Winthrop ferries is $5 mil-
lion.

Lydia Edwards rep-
resents East Boston in the
Massachusetts State Sen-
ate.

LOCAL STUDENT EARNS ACADEMIC HONORS

MARCHI EARNS
A SPOT ON THE
DEAN’S LIST
AT COASTAL
CAROLINA

UNIVERSITY

More than 3,000 un-
dergraduate students at
Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity were named to the
Dean’s List for the Fall
2023 semester, including
William Marchi, from
East Boston. Students who
make the Dean’s List have
achieved a grade point
average of 3.5 or higher
(3.25 for freshmen) for the
semester.

Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity is a dynamic, pub-
lic comprehensive liberal
arts institution located in
Conway, located just min-
utes from the resort area of
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

CCU offers baccalaure-
ate degrees in more than
100 major fields of study.
Among the University’s
graduate-level programs
are 27 master’s degrees,
one educational specialist
degree, and the doctorates
in education and in marine
science: coastal and ma-
rine systems science. CCU
boasts a growing array of
internship, research and
international opportunities
for students, as well as nu-
merous online programs

through Coastal Online.
More than 10,800 stu-
dents from across the
country and around the
world interact with a
world-class faculty, and
enjoy a nationally com-
petitive NCAA 1 athletic
program, an inspiring
cultural calendar, and a
tradition of community
interaction that is fueled
by more than 180 student
clubs and organizations.

HOLY CROSS
ANNOUNCES FALL

2023 DEAN’S LIST

More than 1,600 stu-
dents were named to
the College of the Holy
Cross’ Dean’s List for
outstanding academic
achievement during the
Fall semester of the 2023-
24 academic year. The
following local students
made the list:

Eileen Ledesma of East
Boston , Class of 2026

Sara Lopez Alvarez
of East Boston , Class of
2027

To qualify for the
Dean’s List, students
must pass four or more
letter-graded courses with
no failing grades during
the semester and earn a
GPA of 3.5 or higher.

About Holy Cross

The College of the
Holy Cross, in Worces-

ter, Mass., is among the
nation’s leading liberal
arts institutions. A highly
selective, four-year, ex-
clusively  undergraduate
college of 3,100 students,
Holy Cross is renowned
for offering a rigorous,

personalized education in
the Jesuit, Catholic tradi-
tion. Since its founding
in 1843, Holy Cross has
made a positive impact
in society by graduating

See STUDENTS Page 12
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EAST BOSTON CENTRAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL PRESENTS THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The East Boston Central on March 22 in honor of during a re-enactment that on the cross, and trium- own paths to lead more to persevere, the grace to

Catholic School (EBCCS)
8th grade class presented
the Stations of the Cross

Holy Week. They medi-
tated on Christ’s Passion
and promise of eternal life

chronicled Jesus’s con-
demnation, burdensome
climb to Golgotha, death

Dishawn Newton, as Pontius Pilate, approaches the assembly who were incited by the
Pharisees to demand the release of Barabbas, and crucifixion of Jesus.

Jesus, played by Carolos Hincapie, is stripped of His garments and nailed to the cross by
soldiers, played by Luisantonio Rivero and Thomas Rozzi.

phant resurrection. Stu-
dents prayed that the Lord
help guide them on their

devote, compassionate,
and selfless lives. They
asked God for the courage

forgive, and the faith to
love and serve the Lord.

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

The women of Jerusalem, played by Kelsey O’Connor, Adriana Puerta-Oliveras, and Hanna
Munoz, pray at Jesus’s side when He is taken down from the cross and buried in a tomb.

East Boston Central Catholic School 8th grade class presented Stations of the Cross on
March 22.

Pasqua\i’

Buona

Boston City Councilor

Gabriela “Gigi” Coletta ﬁ

Wishing you a
very Happy Easter
that is filled with \
lenty of love and
nappiness.

Buona Pasqua

After Veronica, played by Kayla Gomes, wipes the face of
Jesus, she notices the imprint of His face on her veil.

370 East Engle Sireet
East Boston, MA

Wishing You Health and wellbeing this Easter

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights,

East Boston

10 Chestnut St., Peabody
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Financing Made Easier
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EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER ~ #780109

Residential, Commercial, Home Equity, Fixed and
Adjustable Rate Mortgages

Calll 800-949-7628 for all your mortgage needs
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100 Swift Street, East Boston - 25 Dorchester Avenue, Boston - firstprioritycu.com
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Iceberg le

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Wikipedia divides the
lettuce world into six cul-
tivars: Leaf, Romaine/
Cos, Iceberg/Crisphead,
Butterhead, Celtuce/Stem,
Red Leaf, and Oilseed,
grown for its seed and
made into cooking oil. Of
these, Iceberg remains the
most popular.

History

There is general agree-
ment that W. Atlee Burpee
& Company developed
this lettuce in 1894 for
growing in northern states.

There are two stories
about why it’s called Ice-
berg lettuce. The most
often cited one attributes
the name to the railcars
full of ice that moved the
crop across the country
in the 1920s. The second
is from an 1895 newspa-
per clipping. This version
says the name comes from
the look of the lettuce and
the many small indents
that collect dew drops and
give the heads a crystal-
line appearance when the
sun shines on the field.

Caesar Chavez’s call
for a boycott to protest

the working conditions of
California lettuce pickers
in the 1970s was a blow
to this crop’s populari-
ty. Some consumers who
participated ~ discovered
new salad options they en-
joyed more and have yet
to return to regular Ice-
berg use.

Versatility in Meal Prep

Kristina Billan of the
website Savory Suitcase
wrote, “In addition to its
use in salads, iceberg let-
tuce has also found its
way into numerous reci-
pes, adding a refreshing
element to sandwiches,
wraps, and tacos. Its abil-
ity to provide a satisfying
crunch without overpow-
ering other ingredients has
made it a favorite choice
for enhancing the texture
and visual appeal of vari-
ous dishes.”

Iceberg Tips

Take your time when
choosing a head of Ice-
berg. We opt for a large,
heavy head. Look for signs
of damage from drops and
bumps on the leafy part
and the core end. Buy one
with the least browning

uce

and no slime in the pack-
age.

You can remove the
core with one quick tap
when you need a whole
head of Iceberg for a large
salad or shredded for a tray
of taco toppings. Hold the
lettuce by the top in one
hand and give the core a
firm tap with the heel of
your other hand. The core
will free itself and come
out in one piece. Penny
has also tapped it on her
cutting board.

If she’s not using the
whole head but shredding
off some for our favorite
Vietnamese noodle salad
(Bun Thit Nuong), she’ll
select the best outer leaves
she removed and trim off
brown spots. She wraps
those leaves over the cut
end before she returns the
head to a clean bag for
storage. We find it pro-
tects the cut end and keeps
it fresher.

Nutrition
The medically re-
viewed Healthline website
addressed the question of
the nutritional value of
Iceberg lettuce. “Despite
its reputation for being

Ferry // coNTINUED FROM PAGE 3

April, May, June, Sep-
tember, and October. In
support of MassDOT’s
Sumner Tunnel project, a
one-way fare on the Lynn
Ferry will be reduced to
$2.40, the same cost as
a one-way subway ride,
in July and August 2024.
Tickets can be purchased
on the mTicket app or with
cash. Printed LinkPass-
es, Commuter Rail Zone
passes, and M7s are also
accepted.

The Winthrop ferry op-
erates on weekdays from
April 29 through Novem-
ber 30 between Winthrop
Landing, Quincy, and the
downtown Boston area

at Central Wharf (South).
A one-way fare on the
Winthrop ferry is $6.50
(or $3.25 for Reduced
Fare riders) in April, May,
June, September, and Oc-
tober. In support of Mass-
DOT’s Sumner Tunnel
project, a one-way fare on
the Winthrop Ferry will be
reduced to $2.40, the same
cost as a one-way subway
ride, in July and August
2024. Tickets can be pur-
chased on the mTicket app
or with cash. Printed Link-
Passes, Commuter Rail
Zone passes, and M7s are
also accepted.

For more information,
visit mbta.com or con-

(

Have W P
Cook your %@W

Complete Holiday Dinner Includes

10t Spinal Fam

Serves approximately 8 - 12 people

$198.95 plus tax

Mashed Potatoes, Glazed Carrots,
Apple Raisin Sauce

Choice of Ricotta or Apple Pie
OR Order an

Tudividual Fam Dinner

Spiral Ham with Apple Raisin Sauce

inner Includes
Mashed Potatoes, Glazed Carrots

Choice of Slice of Ricotta or Apple Pie
$19.50 per person plus tax

Payment in Full required at the time of placing your order. Please
Place Your Orders By Thursday, March 28, 2024

by phone 617-567-1992 - Lynnfield 781-592-5552 or drop by

%me///d - %wﬁ @;mez and %1@/1/%/{/

Available for delivery from Spinelli’s East Boston Location Only.
Open Easter Day 8:00am - 1:00pm

\ Ainelssis ooking fonward o having “Castor with gou! )

\

(?/\( //y)/(’/(‘ with

and Dinner Rolls

PLEASE VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

nect with the T on X (the
site formerly known as
Twitter) @MBTA and @
MBTA_CR, Facebook /
TheMBTA, Instagram @

theMBTA, Threads @
thembta, or TikTok @
thembta.

Our love of tacos brought Iceberg Lettuce back into our kitchen.

a complete zero on the
nutritional scale, iceberg
lettuce provides signifi-
cant amounts of vitamins
A and K. It also has small
amounts of many oth-
er healthy nutrients. Al-
though it’s low in fiber, it
has a high water content,
making it a refreshing
choice during hot weather.
It also provides calcium,

potassium, vitamin C, and
folate.”

Crunch was a signifi-
cant factor in putting Ice-
berg back on our shop-
ping list. This lettuce is
excellent for Ed’s favorite
“Salad Nonna” (the sim-
ple tossed salad his Italian
grandmother and moth-
er always made), toasted
sandwiches, and wedge

salads. Consider trying
this long-time favorite on
your next trip to a produce
counter. It might win a
place in your meal rota-
tion.

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh &
Local? Email Penny@
BostonZest.com with your
suggestion.

“730(111‘%,Z & Fing @

WINTHROP, M

J

Many Thanks for Shopping Local!

EASTER SALE

Thursday, Friday & Saturday!

Thurs. 10am-7pm | Fri.-Sat. 10am-6pm

40% OFF

Easter Gifts & Decor

20% OFF

Storewide!

WINTHROP MARKETPLACE

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE PAYS THURSPAY MARCH 21ST THROUGH SATURDAY MARCH 30TH 2024

g'mn;)g

Gheat geocesy dpecials

%ﬂt

Duncan Hines Brownie Mix

Duncan Hines Cake Mixes

Duncan Hines Frosting

Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice 64 oz
(ex: 100%)

Hellmann's Mayonnaise 30 0z.........ccccccecvuenen. $5.99
Prince Pasta 4/45.00
(ex: lasagna-jumbo shells-gluten free)

Prego Pasta Sauce

Wishbone Salad Dressing 15 oz
Nestles Chocolate Morsels
Ocean Spray Cranberry Sauce
Stove Top Stuffing

Eggo Waffles

Cool Whip & oz 2/%4.00
Pepperidge Farm Layer Cakes...............c.c.c........ $399
Philadelphia Cream Cheese Brick Pack &oz... 2/%9.00
Daisy Sour Cream 16 oz

Pillsbury Cinnamon Rolls

Pillsbury Cookies (ex: character type)

Yoplait Yogurt

Gold Medal Flour (ex: organic)

Produce
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples................... $2.99
Fresh & Sweet Large Size Cantaloupes......2/%9.00
Fresh & Tasty Greenhouse Grown
Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes ...................... $1.69/1b
Fresh & Sweet Greenhouse Grown
Yellow Bell Peppers ...........ccoccivviucinncncnnne. $2.89/1b
Fresh & Sweet Greenhouse Grown
Orange Bell Peppers...........ccccccccccucucuccucncnce. $2.89/1b
Fresh Tender Green Asparagus..................... $1.99/Ib
California Large Artichokes 2/43.00

Deli
Carando Genoa Salami............cccceveeeeeeeneen.. $8.99/1b
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad............................ $8.99/1b
Dietz & Watson Oven Classic Turkey Breast . $10.99/1b
Land O' Lakes American Cheese ................... $4.99/1b

Kretschmar Black Forest Ham...................... $799/1b

"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Top Round First Cut Steaks ........................ $5.99/1Ib
Center Cut Steaks .......coeveeeeeeeeeeeneeeennnnn. $9.99/1b
Chicken Leg Quarters é
Split Chicken Breast .............coccucuvuceiucnnsee $2.29/1b
Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 16-20 ct............... $9.99
Simply Mashed Potatoes

Kayem Bacon 12 0Z....c.ccccceeveeceeevieneeneeesieeeennns $5.99

QRakery

MinNi EClAirs 5 Ctuuueeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen $399
&' BIUEDEITY Pi€ ...ccuveeuieeieiieieeieeiesiiesieeeiesiesiens $799
5" Lemon Coconut Cake ...........cccceueveeeueececnnnnnn. $6.99

We will be cleved en

Eaistery Sunday
o 3§, 2024

WE APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE.

Fappy Easten]

A

‘ N )
/ \ [ 4 { I il i ‘ 7
e
35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP e (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm
Not responsible for typographical errors.
We have the right to limit quantities.

t
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ZUMIX AND HOOPLA PRODUCTIONS HOST ‘OPEN YOUR HEART’ PROGRAM

Photos & Story by Marianne Salza

Zumix and Hoopla Pro-
ductions, with support
from Mayor Wu’s Office
of Arts and Culture, pre-
sented the premier screen-
ing of their collaborative,
year-long project, “Open
Your Heart: Immigrant
Stories from Boston and
Beyond,” on March 16 at
Boston’s Civic Pavilion.

“When you walk into
Zumix, you’re walking
into a love puddle where
young people’s voices
and creativity are hon-
ored; where music and
the arts are vehicles for
creating community, and
even family,” said Mindy
Fried, Executive Director,
Hoopla.

Fried and her non-profit
organization create art-
based experiences that
promote community. She
produced the film in hopes
of fostering compassion,
and exposing disinforma-
tion about immigrants and
their lives. Fried revealed
her concern that some peo-
ple in power have an agen-
da that promotes hate and
demonizes immigrants in
an effort to divide society.

“Our democracy is at
risk and we need to do
something about that,”
Fried asserted. “We be-
lieve it’s critical to bring
the diversity of immigrant
stories into public conver-
sation to build a greater
sense of solidarity and
connectedness among im-
migrants and allies.”

Zumix youth and Hoop-
la focused on deepening
their understanding of im-
migrants in the East Bos-
ton neighborhood. The
film documents the teens’
journey from interview-
ing immigrant activists to
performing their stories on
stage with professional ac-
tors at City Hall Plaza.

Katherine Mendez Lo-
pez, from the Office of
Immigrant Advancement,
attended the screening and
expressed her gratitude

for the youths’ dedication.
Lopez moved from Co-
lombia to America when
she was 15-years-old, full
of dreams and fears. She
shared that for the first
three years, she and her
family lived in a small,
studio apartment with her
grandmother, two aunts,
and cousin, in New York
City.

“I was unable to ex-
press myself. The lan-

Filmmakers Monica Cohen and Jesse Epstein, with Mindy
Fried, Executive Director, Hoopla Productions.

Katherine Mendez Lopez and Courtney White, of the May-
or’s Office for Inmigrant Advancement.

guage seemed daunting
to learn,” remembered
Lopez. “It seems like it
was yesterday that I was
looking out the window,
thinking about the life I
left behind, and the person
I wanted to become. It was
my family, and stories of
people like the ones por-
trayed in the film, that still
give me hope; especially
on dark days.”

Angelica Muiioz, Kenneth Palacios, Robin Chavez, Brittany Thomas, Director of Creative
Media and Technology, Zumix, and Mindy Fried, Executive Director, Hoopla Productions.

4 GENERATIONS OF

OWNED AND OPERATED
THE DIGREGORIO FAMILY

SINCE 1951

TOM DIGREGORIO | JOHN DIGREGORIO | PAUL FLORIO
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Zumix youth, Kenneth Palacios and Angelica Muiioz, per-
forming “Memories,” by Maroon 5.

Friends gathering at the Boston Civic Pavilion on March 16 for the premier of”Open Your
Heart: Immigrant Stories from Boston and Beyond.”

MassDOT’s second National Work
Zone Awareness Week announced

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation
(MassDOT) is announc-
ing the launch of its sec-
ond National Work Zone
Awareness Week billboard
design contest, exclusively
for Massachusetts college
students. The contest aims
to raise awareness of work
zone safety and encourage
drivers to exercise caution
when passing through ac-
tive construction and main-
tenance projects.

“We’re calling for all
great ideas for our second
annual National Work Zone
Awareness Week billboard
contest,” said Transporta-
tion Secretary and CEO
Monica Tibbits-Nutt. “Cre-
ative designs and advertise-
ment are a powerful way to
reach residents and remind
them how to keep our con-
struction crews safe.”

National Work Zone
Awareness Week (NW-
ZAW) is an annual event
that brings attention to work

zone safety and education
around preventing crashes
and fatalities in these areas.
The theme for NWZAW
2024 is “Work Zones are
temporary. Actions behind
the wheel can last forever.”
The main takeaway is while
work zones may be tempo-
rary, the choices made by
drivers in these areas can
have far-reaching -effects.
Whether it’s  excessive
speed, distracted driving, or
ignoring traffic laws, poor
behaviors exhibited behind
the wheel can lead to se-
vere injuries, fatalities, and
long-lasting trauma for indi-
viduals and families.

The contest is open to all
students who are currently
enrolled in Massachusetts
colleges. The winning de-
signs will be selected based
on creativity, impact, and
relevance to the NWZAW
theme. The contest ends on
April 19, and the winning
designs will be announced
on May 1 during the 2024

MassDOT  Transportation
Innovation Conference.
The top 3 designs will be
displayed on a series of
digital billboards along the
highways in Massachusetts
throughout the 2024 con-
struction season. The win-
ning designs will be award-
ed a scholarship generously
provided by the Massachu-
setts Aggregate and As-
phalt Pavement Association
(MAAPA). As staunch ad-
vocates for roadway safety,
MAAPA recognizes the cru-
cial importance of promot-
ing work zone safety and
is dedicated to increasing
awareness about driving re-
sponsibly near work zones.

Ist place: $500 and
3-month billboard display
(June, August, November)

2nd place: $300 and
2-month billboard display
(July, October)

3rd place: $200 and
I-month billboard display
(September).
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Suffolk Downs to host annual Daffodil Dash April 13

Looking for a family
friendly way to kick-off the
Boston Marathon week-
end? On Saturday, April
13, The HYM Investment
Group LLC (HYM), will
host the third annual Mar-
athon Daffodil Dash from
10am-1pm at The Track at
Suffolk Downs, in partner-
ship with the Revere Parks
and Recreation Depart-
ment and the Marathon

Daffodil Project.

The Marathon Daffo-
dil Project began after the
Boston Marathon bomb-
ings in 2013 with the
yellow daffodil used as
a symbol of strength and
hope. In commemoration
of the 11th anniversary
of the Boston Marathon
Bombings, The Track at
Suffolk Downs will be
filled with the “Marathon

FBI Boston recovers

The FBI Boston Di-
vision has recovered 22
historic artifacts that were
looted following the Bat-
tle of Okinawa and has
orchestrated their return
to the Government of Ja-
pan, Okinawa Prefecture.
These artifacts had been
missing for almost 80
years. A formal repatria-
tion ceremony will be held
in Japan at a later date.

The 22 artifacts, some
of which date back to the
18th and 19th centuries,
represent a  significant
piece of Okinawan history
and include six portraits,
(three of which were one
piece and appear to have
been divided into three
pieces), a hand drawn map
of Okinawa dating back to
the 19th century, and vari-
ous pieces of pottery and
ceramics.

In 2001, the Okinawa
Prefectural Board of Ed-
ucation, as a result of its

participation in the U.S.
Department of State’s In-
ternational Visitor Leader-
ship Program, registered
some of these artifacts
with the FBI’s National
Stolen Art File (NSAF),
a database of art and cul-
tural property that have
been reported stolen to the
FBI by law enforcement
agencies in the U.S. and
abroad.

“It’s incredibly gratify-
ing when the FBI is able
to recover precious cultur-
al property that has been
missing for almost 80
years,” said Jodi Cohen,
Special Agent in Charge
of the FBI Boston Divi-
sion. “This case highlights
the important role the pub-
lic plays in recognizing
and reporting possible sto-
len art. We’d like to thank
the family from Massa-
chusetts who did the right
thing in reaching out to us
and relinquishing these

Daffodils” that line the
streets of Boston leading
up to the Boston Marathon
finish line.

The event will feature
three 50-yard dash races
for grades K-2, grades 3-5,
and grades 6-8.

Following the races, all
participants and families
are encouraged to hang out
in The Paddock and enjoy
snacks from local ven-

and returns 22 historic artifacts

treasures so we could re-
turn them to the people of
Okinawa.”

Last year, a family (who
wishes to remain anony-
mous) was going through
their late father’s personal
effects and came across
what appeared to be very
valuable Asian art. Their
father was a World War II
veteran, but never served
in the Pacific Theater. In
an effort to identify the
provenance of the artifacts,
they checked the National
Stolen Art File and deter-
mined that at least four
of the items were missing
18th century portraits that
had been listed in the da-
tabase. Included with the
artifacts was an unsigned,
typewritten letter stating
these items were collected
in Okinawa during the last
days of World War II.

The FBI conducted a
logical investigation and
was able to authenticate

dors, face painting, flower
crowns, and music with DJ
Steve Fortes.

“We are thrilled to
partner with the Mara-
thon Daffodil Project and
Revere Parks and Recre-
ation again for our third
year hosting the Daffodil
Dash,” said Thomas N.
O’Brien, Managing Part-
ner and Chief Executive
Officer of The HYM In-

the artworks.

“It’s an exciting mo-
ment when you watch the
scrolls unfurl in front of
you and you just witness
history, and you witness
something that hasn’t
been seen by many people
in a very long time,” said
Geoffrey Kelly, an FBI
Boston Special Agent, and
Art Crime Team member.
“These artifacts are cultur-
ally significant, they’re im-
portant pieces of Japan’s
identity. These were espe-
cially important because
they were portraits of Oki-
nawan kings dating back
to the 18th, 19th centuries.
This case really illustrates
part of the work we do on
the Art Crime Team. It’s
not always about prosecu-
tions and putting someone
in jail. A lot of what we
do is making sure stolen
property gets back to its
rightful owners even if it’s
many generations down

Hayden announces 2024 Community Reinvestment Grant program

District Attorney Kevin
Hayden announced that
community non-profit
organizations in Suffolk
County can apply for
grants of up to $10,000
through his office’s Com-
munity Reinvestment
Grant (CRG) program.

Last year, Hayden’s
Community Reinvestment
Program delivered the
largest amount of funding
to community partners in
Suffolk County CRG his-
tory, with grants ranging

from $4,000 to $7,500.

“I am extremely proud
of the amount of funding
we distributed last year.
In total, we were able to
award $260,000 to 45
Suffolk County nonprof-
it organizations. I look
forward to presenting the
next round of funding to
help these mission-driven
organizations. Together,
we can provide our youth
with more opportunities,
services and intervention
necessary for them to suc-

ceed,” Hayden said.

The CRG program will
provide funding of up to
$10,000 to 501(c)3 non-
profits that provide pro-
gramming designed to
prevent youth violence,
substance use disorder, or
substance use treatment in
Boston, Chelsea, Revere,
and Winthrop. State law
allows prosecutors to dis-
tribute up to 10 percent of
assets seized in narcotics
prosecutions to communi-
ty-based organizations for

crime prevention and sub-
stance use treatment.

The deadline for sub-
missions is April 25, and
Hayden expects to an-
nounce grant recipients on
May 20.

More information on
the CRG program can be
found at suffolkdistrictat-
torney.com and submis-
sion forms are available
at 2024 Community Rein-
vestment Grant.

Open Streets // covmue rrov pace 1

Jascha  Franklin-Hodge,
Chief of Streets. “Open
Streets bring neighbor-
hoods together to enjoy a
safe, fun environment for
walking, biking, and recre-
ation.”

“Open Streets events
are a wonderful opportu-
nity for Boston residents to
support small businesses
and enjoy their neighbor-
hoods,” said Segun Idowu,
Chief of Economic Op-
portunity and Inclusion.
“l appreciate the Mayor
and colleagues across the
Administration, our part-
ners in the field, and the
women- and BIPOC-led
businesses helping to grow
the number of safe and
successful Open Streets
events.”

“The expansion of Open
Streets brings Hyde Park
neighbors together to ex-
perience joy and unity in
their community,” said
Community Engagement
Cabinet Chief Brianna
Millor. “I am excited to
see Hyde Park businesses
thrive and see the smiles
on residents’ faces that will
attend this festive, commu-
nity-centered event attract-
ing residents throughout
our city.”

This year’s Open Streets
dates are as follows:

Sunday, May 5, 2024 -
Dorchester

Saturday, June 22, 2024
- Roxbury

Sunday, July 21, 2024 -
Jamaica Plain

Sunday, August
2024 - Hyde Park

Sunday, September 15,
2024 - East Boston

Sunday, October

11,

20,

2024 - Allston-Brighton

For the inaugural Open
Streets Hyde Park route,
the pedestrian-only zone
will stretch from the in-
tersections of Hyde Park
Ave. and River Street to
Fairmount Avenue and Da-
vison Street.

“Being a woman owned
local business in Hyde
Park is exciting and even
more so with Open Streets
coming to my communi-
ty,” said Emily Pimentel,
owner of Events by Emily,
whose Hyde Park busi-
ness has supported previ-
ous years of Open Streets
events with balloon instal-
lations. “I have been a part
of this project since the
beginning and feel hon-
ored to celebrate this year
again!”

Open Streets program-
ming will vary slightly
by neighborhood but will
include food trucks, face
painting, balloon animals,
crafts, interactive games,
photo installations, ex-
clusive performances and
activations, and Pedicabs.
New this year, the Boston
Fire Department and the
Office of Emergency Man-
agement are partnering
to introduce hydrant-fed

misting stations at key lo-
cations to help residents
stay cool at Open Streets
events.

“Open Streets Roxbury
provides a great outreach
opportunity for non-profits
trying to reach an under-
served population. There is
no charge to set up a table
and reach the thousands of
people who will be enjoy-
ing open streets that day.
We welcome small ven-
dors selling food items, arts
and crafts, and health and
beauty aids like soaps,”
said Ed Gaskin, Executive
Director, Greater Grove
Hall Main Streets. “This
one-day event has more
shoppers than all but the
largest farmers markets or
festivals. It also provides
a platform for schools
such as dance, music, mar-
tial arts, and other artists
to show the world their
skills.”

Open Newbury, a simi-
lar event series that closes
Newbury Street in the Back
Bay to vehicular traffic,
will also be returning this
year. First piloted in 2016,
thousands of people have
enjoyed food, shopping,
and dining in the street.
Dates will be announced

closer to the summer.

Open Streets first start-
ed in the summer of 2022
with three neighborhoods.
The City is contracting
again this year with Sha-
na Bryant Consulting, a
Black- and woman-owned
small business, to carry out
Boston’s Open Streets pro-
gram.

“Shana Bryant Consult-
ing is thrilled that Open
Streets Boston is back! We
will have programming for
all ages, and we are excit-
ed to bring back the kids
and music hubs, vendor
and resource rows, and of
course, food from local
restaurants and Pedicabs!
After executing 8 suc-
cessful events in 5 neigh-
borhoods, announcing a
new neighborhood means
more fun for everyone!
We look forward to seeing
you from May to October
in Dorchester, Roxbury,
Jamaica Plain, East Bos-
ton, Allston Brighton, and
the newest neighborhood
Hyde Park with family fun
for everyone,” said Shana
Bryant. “Be sure to visit
the website, subscribe to
the newsletter, and add the
dates to your family calen-
dar.”

vestment Group LLC. “At
Suffolk Downs, our fami-
ly-friendly neighborhood
is designed for Greater
Boston residents to come
together and create lasting
memories as part of this
vibrant community.”

The event is free and
open to the public, but reg-
istration for the Daffodil
Dash is required to par-
ticipate in the race events.

the road.”

The National Museum
of Asian Art at the Smith-
sonian Institute assisted
the FBI in ensuring that
the artifacts were proper-
ly packaged for transport
back to Japan.

“The FBI reached out,
asked us for some help
making sure they knew
how to care for the works
and that they had a safe
place to store them while
they worked out the re-
patriation details,” said
Danielle Bennett, head of
collections management
at the National Museum
of Asian Art at the Smith-
sonian Institute. “It’s an
honor to be able to help
the works go back to their
home.”

The races will kick off at
10:30am. The Track at
Suffolk Downs is located
at 525 McClellan High-
way Boston, MA 02128.
Parking is free and avail-
able on-site. The Track is
also accessible from the
MBTA’s Suffolk Downs
Blue Line station.

to Japan

The FBI also thanks the
U.S. Army Civil Affairs &
Psychological Operations
Command (Airborne) 38
G Monuments Men and
Women, the Naval Crim-
inal Investigative Service,
and the U.S. Air Force for
their assistance in secur-
ing and transporting the
artifacts to Okinawa Pre-
fecture, Japan.

On Friday, March 15,
2024, Denny Tamaki, the
Governor of Okinawa Pre-
fecture, announced the re-
turn of the artifacts to the
people of Okinawa, Japan,
in a news conference stat-
ing “it is very meaningful
that the FBI, along with
others in the U.S. Govern-
ment, have cooperated to
realize this return.”

OBITUARIES

Anna Mae Silvia

Former leader of Brownies and Girl Scouts at
St. Lazarus Church

Anna Mae (West) Silvia
of East Boston, formerly
of Quincy, passed away

peacefully on Sunday,
March 24 at 95 years of
age.

Anna was a troop leader
of the Brownies and Girl
Scouts of Saint Lazarus
Church and throughout
the community.

The beloved wife of the
late Manuel “Sonny” Sil-
via, she was the loving
daughter of the late Har-
old West and Ann Ford,
devoted mother of Mi-
chelle Fanning and hus-
band, John of East Bos-
ton and Sharon Silvia of
Randolph; dear sister of
Matthew “Rusty” Kenne-
dy and his wife, Ann and
the late Jane Ricupero of
Winthrop; adored grand-
mother of Katelynn Cali
and her husband, Brandon,
Meghan Paolera and her
husband, Thomas, Casey
Fanning and her fiancé,
Christopher  Dellazoppa
and beloved great-grand-
mother of Lucas Cali and
Thomas Paolera. She is
also survived by her lov-

|

ing nieces and nephews.

Family and friends
will honor Anna’s life by
gathering at the Ruggiero
Family Memorial Home,
971 Saratoga Street, (Ori-
ent Heights) East Boston
on Thursday, March 28th
from 9 to 12 Noon. A
prayer service will be held
in the Serenity Chapel of
the funeral home at Noon.
Services will conclude
with Anna being laid to
rest with her beloved
husband at Puritan Lawn
Memorial Park Cemetery,
Peabody. May they rest in

peace.

For more information
visit:  www.ruggieromh.
com.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of
$150.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.

Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com
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Wu announces $21 million for behavioral health services and programming

Mayor Michelle Wu,
the Boston Public Health
Commission (BPHC), and
Boston Public Schools
(BPS) announced $21
million in transformative
funding for mental and be-
havioral health programs
and services to support the
City’s youth and families.
The investments are part
of the City’s response to
the urgent need for more
mental health supports for
young people and to de-
velop a larger and more
diverse behavioral health
workforce. These invest-
ments over five years will
serve more than 50,000
students, directly impact
21 BPS schools, support
more than 600 people
in pursuing behavioral
health careers in Boston,
grow and diversify BPS’s
mental health staff, and
provide more than 1,000
people with behavioral
health training to better
serve youth and families
in Boston.

“The past several years
have been difficult for all
of us, and that’s especial-
ly true for our young peo-
ple,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “That’s why it is so
important for us to make
life saving investments
now, to support Boston
families and make sure our
youth get the high-quality
care they need.”

According to BPHC’s
newly released Health
of Boston Mental Health
Report, there has been
a significant increase of
sadness, hopelessness and
anxiety among Boston’s
youth, especially youth
of color. Currently, more
than 40% of BPS students
report feeling persistent
sadness and hopeless-
ness, while in 2015, 27%
of youth reported feeling
this way. An increasing
number of our high school
students are reporting sui-
cidal thoughts. These data
are even more severe for
students that are marginal-
ized or identify as female
or LGBTQ+. Unfortu-
nately, less than half of
BPS high school students
report that they received
help when they experi-

HARBOR VIEW
NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION
MEETING AGENDA

The next meeting of
the Harbor View Neigh-
borhood Association will
be on April 1, at 6pm.
The meeting is In Person
only but will be streamed

enced mental health chal-
lenges.

“Our young people are
in crisis, and it is clear that
we need to develop more
mental health services, es-
pecially those that address
the unique needs of Black,
Latinx, Asian, LGBTQ+
and other underserved
communities,” said Dr.
Bisola Ojikutu, Commis-
sioner of Public Health
and Executive Director of
the Boston Public Health
Commission. “We created
BPHC’s Center for Be-
havioral Health and Well-
ness to find meaningful
and strategic ways to re-
duce behavioral health in-
equities. This partnership
between Mayor Wu, BPS,
and the Center demon-
strates our commitment
to providing culturally
responsive and linguisti-
cally appropriate services
to young people and their
families in Boston.”

“I am hopeful and ea-
ger to uplift our youth and
families by addressing the
urgent mental and behav-
ioral health challenges
they face,” said Boston
Public Schools Superin-
tendent Mary Skipper.
“These investments and
partnerships with educa-
tional and youth-focused
institutions are vital steps
toward strengthening our
systems of care, and in
doing so, nurturing the
emotional well-being and
educational development
of our students.”

The $21 million is from
federal funding and grants,
including the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA),
the U.S. Department of
Education, and the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Adminis-
tration (SAMHSA). This
funding will add behav-
ioral health specialists
to BPS schools, provide
behavioral health training
to youth-facing workers
and community organiza-
tions, and invest in career
training in communities
of color to develop a more
diverse workforce to serve
youth in Boston. This will
increase the number of
diverse, highly qualified

via Facebook for archival
purposes. Attendance on
Facebook does not quali-
fy for voting. The meeting
will be held in the Sale-
sian Boys and Girls Club
cafeteria, across from the
Brooke Charter School on
Byron Street. You can ac-
cess the meeting from the
front door on Byron Street

mental health staff that
work in BPS while also
developing the skills of
the current mental health
staff, creating a better
pipeline to retain provid-
ers and fill vacancies. In
addition, a pilot program
between BPHC and BPS
will examine policies in
BPS to examine trauma,
disciplinary issues, rac-
ism, stress, and other fac-
tors to create safer and
more positive environ-
ments for students.

“Through this collab-
oration between Mayor
Wu, BPHC, BPS, and our
communities, we are in-
vesting in a future where
every child has access to
the care and support they
need to flourish,” said Dr.
Kevin M. Simon, Chief
Behavioral Health Offi-
cer of the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission.
“This commitment is a
testament to the power of
collective action in sup-
porting the well-being of
our children and families.”

“Consistent with UMa-
ss Boston’s anti-racist,
health-promoting  ethos,
our grant will prepare co-
horts of culturally, linguis-
tically, and racially diverse
Fellows to become human
service and mental health
providers,” said UMass
Boston Chancellor Marce-
lo Suarez-Orozco. “We
share the Mayor and Com-
mission and BPS’s goals
to advance racial justice,
health equity, and more
accessible behavioral
health services so we can
address the growing need
for mental health resourc-
es among minoritized and
marginalized youth.”

“As one of the largest
providers of pediatric be-
havioral health services in
Boston, we have seen the
need for behavioral health
services grow exponen-
tially, especially in un-
derserved communities,”
said Joseph  Mitchell,
MD, President of Fran-
ciscan Children’s. “We
are thrilled to receive this
grant so we can continue
to meet the rising needs of
children and youth in Bos-
ton through our school-

based and other mental
health programs, train the
next generation of behav-
ioral health professionals,
and create a more diverse
workforce that is repre-
sentative of the communi-
ties we serve.”

In addition to these pro-
grams and services that
serve youth, a BPHC pro-
gram will support families
with Black and Latinx
children under four years
old in need of early child-
hood mental health and
care.

The full breakdown of
investments is detailed be-
low:

Boston Public Health

Commission

e $25M (ARPA) -
Grant to UMass Boston
for “Transforming Boston
Access to Mental Health”
focuses on preparing di-
verse, youth-facing prac-
titioners to serve Boston
communities. Fellows
will receive education,
training, and fieldwork
and commit to practicing
in Boston. Across three
years, 185 students will be
trained to serve 1,750 cli-
ents, with over 850 being
youth. To date, 39 students
are enrolled and 34 youth
and 44 non-youth have
been served.

e $25M (ARPA) -
Grant to  Franciscan
Children’s to expand the
“Children’s Wellness Ini-
tiative,” which provides
mental health clinicians
and psychiatry services
in BPS schools. The grant
will enable Franciscan to
expand to an additional
10 BPS sites for a total of
22 BPS sites over three
years. The grant will also
grow recruitment efforts
and provide at least 180
people advanced training
in behavioral health. To
date, nine clinicians have
been placed across nine
schools, serving 200 BPS
students.

¢ The additional schools
are: Blackstone Elemen-
tary School; Jeremiah E.
Burke High School; Jo-
seph Lee K-8 School; Ra-
fael Hernandez School;
Dr. William W. Henderson
K-12 Inclusion School;

News BRrIEFS

or from the rear door on
Wordsworth Street, which
is the handicap entry, to
avoid the stairs. Since we
are indoors, masks are op-
tional for those in atten-
dance.

La proxima reunion de
Harbor View Neighbor-
hood Association esta en
primero de abril a las 6pm.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Ramirez, Andres L One Rt 1096 Bennington St §1,150,000
Ramos, Dina R Coelho, Abelar 131 Princeton St $850,000
Eastie Holdings LLC 173 Maverick St LLC 173 Maverick St #102 1,075,000
Bertoncini, Bianca R 181 Coleidge St LLC 181 Coleridge St #H $1,199,000
Bhattacharya, Kaushik 181 Coleridge St LLC 181 Coleridge St #F $1,135,000
Devlin, Peter P 181 Coleridge St LLC 181 Coleridge St #I $1,149,000
Sinha, Diptanshu East Eagle St CBC LLC 211 E Eagle St#4 $680,000
Sudenfield, Daneil East Eagle St (BCLLC 211 E Eagle St #3 $675,000
Total Mortgage Sves LLC ~ Joseph, Christian A 27 Eutaw St $489,710
Daniel, Rachel J Border Development LLC 301 Border St #502 $280,700
Hussain, Myer Borger Development LLC 301 Border St #204 $840,000
More, Apurva P Borger Development LLC 301 Border St #406 $615,000
Navarro, Marla Borger Development LLC 301 Border St #312 $565,000
Yu, Shann S Border Development LLC 301 Border St #407 $977,000
Wang, Xiaoguang Hammond Pond Realy LLC 306 Sumner St §1,062,500
Sultan, Joseph Zheng, Chen ) 45 Lewis St #604 $900,000
Mchugh, Alison E Dilibero Ft 71 Lubec St #4 $415,000
Perkins, Christopher 93 Cowper LLC 93 Cowper St #3 $529,000

tony s

37 MAVERICK SQUARE ® EAST BOSTON ® 617/561-4495

La reunion esta en per-
sona y via Facebook. La
asistencia en Facebook no
califica para vota. Llega
a la cafeteria del Salesian
Boys y Girls Club por la
calle Byron al otro lado
de Brooke Charter School.
Pueda usar la entrada pric-
ipal por la calle Byron o la
entrada en calle de Word-
sworth. La entrada de cal-
le Wordsworth no tienne
escaleras por personas con
discapacidades. El cubre
bocas sera opcional pues-
to que estaremos adentro.

Young Achievers Science
and Math Pilot School;
and another four schools
are to be announced.

e $23M (ARPA) -
BPHC and BPS will pi-
lot a “Trauma-informed
School System Trans-
formation” at 10 BPS
schools, reaching up to
3,500 students and 750
staff. Starting in April
2024, Flourish Agenda
will use trauma-informed
methodologies to examine
and improve BPS policies
and systems of care.

e The 10 BPS schools
are: BCLA-McCormack
7-12 Pilot School; Ellis
Elementary School; Ex-
cel High School; Joseph
Lee K-8 School; Madison
Park Technical Vocation-
al High School; Martin
Luther King, Jr. Elemen-
tary School; Richard J.
Murphy K-8; TechBoston
Academy; Dr. William W.
Henderson K-12 Inclusion
School; Young Achievers
Science and Math Pilot
School

*$1.3M (ARPA) - Funds
will go towards BIPOC
youth-focused, public
awareness campaigns and
other resources, including
BPHC’s Cope Code Club
and creative arts projects
with The Family Van.

* $1M (ARPA) - BPHC
just released a RFP for
vendors to provide behav-
ioral health training for
community-based organi-
zations that serve youth of
color in Boston.

* $IM (ARPA) -
BPHC’s Boston Area
Health Education Center
helps train youth in ca-
reers in health education,
particularly from BIPOC
populations underrep-
resented in health. This
funding will go towards
after school and summer
programs focused on be-
havioral health careers
and will train 400 students
over three years. To date,
25 students are enrolled in
an afterschool program.

* $700K (ARPA) -
BPHC’s “Capacity Build-
ing and Training Initia-
tive” will provide trauma
and equity training for
City employees who serve

Agenda

Welcome/Introduction
(5min)

ONS Manuela (Mela)
Villa Gomez  (5min)
Neighborhood announce-
ments.

Announcements (5min)
Greenway Council, Tree
Eastie, Love Your Block,
Saturday April 20, 2024.
9:30-12,  Neighborhood
Clean-up. Climb for a
Cause, Sunday April 21,
2024 at Fenway Park.
Fundraiser for Homeless-
ness, Jobs, Housing. Sale-

Clients and Customers
are just a click away!

$3002 per month

per site

THE
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LYNNJOURNAL.COM ¢ EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM
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CHARLESTOWNBRIDGE.COM ¢ BEACONHILLTIMES.COM
NORTHENDREGIONALREVIEW.COM ¢ THEBOSTONSUN.COM
JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM ® MISSIONHILLGAZETTE.COM

q

Combo Rates available!
Buy any 3 sites, get 4" FREE

Call 781-485-0588 to get started!

youth and families. Train-
ing will reach about 600
staff over three years.

* $4M (SAMHSA) -
BPHC’s “Boston Chil-
dren’s Mental Health Ini-
tiative” will work with
Children’s Services of
Roxbury to support Black
and Latinx children un-
der four years old who
are connected to the state
child welfare system or
BPHC family support ser-
vices and in need of early
social and emotional de-
velopment. Over the next
four years, this includes
training at least 37 fami-
ly partners, nurses, social
workers and case work-
ers; providing services for
275 children; screening
1,800 families for social
and emotional wellness;
providing more behav-
ioral health services; and
increasing awareness of
early childhood mental
health.

Boston Public Schools

* $5.8M (Dept. of Ed-
ucation) - BPS, in part-
nership with UMass Bos-
ton, Boston University,
Brown University, and
community partners will
launch  “Project PRO-
VIDE,” which prepares
200 school psychology,
school counseling, and so-
cial work students to serve
Boston youth over five
years, serving more than
46,000 students. The goal
is to increase the number
of diverse, highly qual-
ified mental health staff
that work in BPS while
also improving technical
and supervisory skills of
the current mental health
workforce that works in
BPS or with BPS students.
This grant will enable
BPS to more effective-
ly convert trainees into
employees in order to fill
vacancies and support the
retention of mental health
providers.

For more information
about behavioral health
resources or other needs,
call the BPS Helpline at
617-635-8873 or visit
BPHC'’s website.

sian Boys and Girls Club
15th  Annual Summer
Camp Scholarship Auc-
tion Fundraiser, June 20,
2024 at 6pm.

Station 7 Police Report
(15min) Captain Bick-
erton, Sgt. Cintolo, Offi-
cers Mosley, Alvarez and
Figueroa.

66  Homer  Street
(30min) 2nd Presentation
and VOTE by Attorney
Richard Lynds for new
owner/developer Joseph
Trichilo. The proposal is
to raze the existing sin-
gle-family home and erect
a three story five-unit res-
idential dwelling with 5
parking spaces. Variances:
Use, Parking, FAR, Sto-
ries, Height, Side yard and
Rear yard.

117 Addison Street
(30min) 2nd Presenta-
tion and VOTE by Attor-
ney Richard Lynds for
owner/developer Claudio
Gomes. The proposal is to
raze the existing dwelling
and erect a 6-unit residen-
tial dwelling.

Brooke Charter School
(15min) Informational
Presentation by Attorney
Richard Lynds and Mark
Loring on recent purchase
of 609-611 Bennington
Street.

The next meeting of the
HVNA will be on May
6, 2024. Visit us at http://
www.facebook.com/
groups/harborviewna  or
check our website at har-
borvieweastboston.com or
board@harborviewna.org
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Public artists enhance spatial justice across Massachusetts

The New England
Foundation for the Arts
announces the 15 recip-
ients of the Public Art
for Spatial Justice grant.
A total of $435,000 was
awarded in this round to
create public art that fos-
ters more just, vibrant, and
welcoming public spaces
across Massachusetts.

NEFA’s Public Art for
Spatial  Justice (PASJ)
grant supports public art-
making in Massachusetts
that helps communities
see, feel, experience, and
imagine spatial justice
now, while on a journey
towards realizing more
just futures for public
spaces and public culture.
NEFA’s Public Art pro-

gram launched the Spatial
Justice grants in 2020 in
response to the challenges
of COVID-19 and the per-
petuation of systemic rac-
ism across the nation.
“We are honored to
support this year’s PASJ
recipients and know they
will have great impacts
within their local commu-
nities and beyond,” says
NEFA executive direc-
tor Harold Steward. “We
prioritized BIPOC and
community-led  projects
responding to imminent
displacement and strong
community needs right
now. Some of the themes
that emerged were food
security, trauma-healing,
and racial justice. With a

record number of appli-
cations this year, it’s clear
that this work resonates
with artists and communi-
ties across the Common-
wealth.”

Awards range from
$20,000-$30,000 and rep-
resent diverse communi-
ties, artistic disciplines,
and intergenerational col-
laboration across Massa-
chusetts. “The 15 Public
Art for Spatial Justice
projects take on many
shapes and sizes. From an
exploration of the Black
history of millinery in
Ambherst to a youth-driven
Hip Hop mural and com-
memoration program in
Lynn to community-led
urban gardening as forms
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of placemaking in Bos-
ton, each project fosters
community engaged con-
versations about how we
imagine the histories and
futures of public space,”
said interim program man-
ager Jessica Wong Camhi.

Below is the complete
list of local PASJ grant re-
cipients:

¢ Eastie Farm, Boston

* Veronica Robles Cul-
tural Center, Boston

NEFA’s Public Art for
Spatial Justice grant is
made possible with fund-
ing from the Barr Founda-
tion.

“Arts can drive the
change that makes public
spaces in Massachusetts
more welcoming and in-

clusive,” said Giles Li,
Barr Foundation’s senior
program officer for Arts &
Creativity. “We are proud
to support NEFA’s Public
Art for Spatial Justice pro-
gram to connect artists and
fund collaborative projects
that make more just spaces
for all.”

Inclusive of this round
of awards, NEFA has
awarded over $1.5 million
through 96 Spatial Justice
grants to Massachusetts
artists and collaborators.
NEFA is committed to
continuing to support pub-
lic art for spatial justice;
the application for the next
round of Public Art for
Spatial Justice Grants will
open in Fall 2024. Learn

more about NEFA’s Public
Art program.

The New England Foun-
dation for the Arts invests
in artists and communities
and fosters equitable ac-
cess to the arts, enriching
the cultural landscape in
New England and the na-
tion. NEFA accomplishes
this by granting funds to
artists and cultural organi-
zations; connecting them
to each other and their
audiences; and analyzing
their economic contribu-
tions. NEFA serves as a re-
gional partner for the Na-
tional Endowment for the
Arts, New England’s state
arts agencies, and private
foundations. Learn more
at www.nefa.org.
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Center for Disease Control and Prevention updated COVID recommendations

Following the Center
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) release
of updated recommen-
dations for how people

can protect themselves
and their communities
from respiratory virus-

es, including COVID-19,
the Boston Public Health
Commission (BPHC)
wants to remind Boston
residents to stay up to
date on vaccines, especial-
ly those who are 65 and
older or immunocompro-
mised, and to wear a mask
in public when sick to pro-
tect others.

The wupdated recom-
mendations to reduce the
risk of transmission of re-
spiratory viruses, includ-
ing COVID-19, influenza
(flu), and RSV are to stay
home until your symp-
toms improve and it has

been 24-hours since you
have had a fever, without
the use of fever-reducing
medication. Once return-
ing to normal activities,
people should continue
to take additional pre-
cautions for the next five
days, including wearing a
well-fitted mask.

These updates come
following a decrease in
rates of hospitalization and
death associated with re-
spiratory illness, and more
specifically COVID-19.

“Respiratory viral ill-
nesses remain a public
health threat, but we have
tools to protect against
severe illness,” said Dr.
Bisola Ojikutu, Commis-
sioner of Public Health
and Executive Director of
the Boston Public Health
Commission. “The most
important is vaccination

against COVID-19, flu,
and RSV which is the best
way to prevent hospital-
ization, protect ourselves
and our communities, and
to ensure that our health
care resources won’t be-
come overwhelmed as
they have in the past.”
Using DPH data, BPHC
found from July 2023 to
now, only 20% of people
in Boston have received an
updated COVID-19 vac-
cine. The data also show
only 40% of people in
Boston have received a flu
vaccine. It is particularly
important for people aged
65 and older or immuno-
compromised to receive
updated vaccine doses
this spring. They should
get vaccinated if it’s been
more than four months
since their last vaccination
or three months after hav-

ing COVID-19.

Residents are encour-
aged to contact their
healthcare provider, visit
a local pharmacy, or visit
the CDC’s Vaccine Finder
to find an accessible vac-
cine clinic. The City-run
COVID-19 and flu vac-
cine clinics will close for
the spring on Friday, April
12.

Bruce C. Bolling Mu-
nicipal Building — 2300
Washington St., Roxbury

Open Thursdays — Sat-
urdays from 12-6 pm

Boston City Hall — 1
City Hall Square, Room
115

Open Mondays from
7am — 1pm and Wednes-
days from 12 -5 pm

It is important to keep in
mind that people can still
spread viruses even when
feeling better. Taking en-

hanced precautions, in-
cluding wearing a mask in
public when sick, are es-
pecially important for pro-
tecting those who are most
at risk, including adults
aged 60 and older, chil-
dren younger than 5 years
old, pregnant people, and
people with chronic med-
ical conditions. Enhanced
precautions include:

Wear a mask:

For five days after being
sick.

If you must leave the
house while sick.

If you are at high risk of
severe illness.

Have COVID-19 rapid
test kits available at home
to test if you have symp-
toms of COVID-19.

Free test kits and walk-
in and by-appointment
test sites are still available
throughout the City.

Seek treatment from a
trusted healthcare provid-
er if you test positive for
COVID-19 or flu and are
at high risk for severe dis-
ease and/or illness.

Wash your hands regu-
larly with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds.

Regularly disinfect and
clean high tough surfaces.

Increase indoor venti-
lation and air circulation,
even cracking open a win-
dow helps increase air-
flow.

BPHC has health edu-
cation materials with safe-
ty and prevention tips on
COVID-19, flu, and RSV
are available in 12 lan-
guages. Visit boston.gov/
bphc-infectiousdisease to
learn more.

Students // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

students who distinguish
themselves as thoughtful
leaders in business, pro-
fessional and civic life.

EAST BOSTON
RESIDENT
NAMED TO CLARK
UNIVERSITY’S

DEAN’S LIST

Denise M. Smith, of
East Boston, was named
to first honors on the
Clark University Dean’s
List. This selection marks
outstanding academic
achievement during the
Fall 2023 semester.

Students must have a
GPA of 3.8 or above for
first honors or a GPA be-
tween 3.50 and 3.79 for
second honors.

Founded in 1887, Clark
University is a liberal arts-
based research university
that prepares its students
to meet tomorrow’s most

daunting challenges and
embrace its greatest op-
portunities. With more
than 45 undergraduate
majors and major tracks,
more than 30 advanced
degree programs, a grow-
ing number of profession-
al certificate programs
and nationally recognized
community partnerships,
Clark University fuses
rigorous scholarship with
authentic world and work-
place experiences that
empower our students to
pursue lives and careers
of meaning and conse-
quence.

DEAN’S LIST
HONORS
ANNOUNCED AT
TUFTS UNIVERSITY

Tufts University recent-
ly announced the dean’s
list for the Fall 2023 se-
mester. Dean’s list honors

at Tufts University require
a semester grade point av-
erage of 3.4 or greater.
Mathew Mabington of
East Boston Class of 2027
Victor Portillo of East
Boston , Class of 2025
Miguel Rincon of East
Boston , Class of 2025
Jace Wai of East Bos-
ton), Class of 2026
Tufts University, locat-
ed on campuses in Boston,
Medford/Somerville and
Grafton, Massachusetts,
and in Talloires, France, is
recognized among the pre-
mier research universities
in the United States. Tufts
enjoys a global reputation
for academic excellence
and for the preparation
of students as leaders in
a wide range of profes-
sions. A growing number
of innovative teaching and
research initiatives span
all Tufts campuses, and
collaboration among the

faculty and students in the
undergraduate, graduate,
and professional programs
across the university’s
schools is widely encour-
aged.

LOCAL EMERSON
COLLEGE
STUDENTS EARN
DEAN’S LIST

The following students
are named to Emerson
College’s Dean’s List for
the Fall 2023 semester.
The requirement to make
Dean’s List is a grade
point average of 3.7 or
higher for that semester.

Hannah Nilsson of East
Boston, is majoring in
Theatre Edu and Perfor-
mance and is a member of
the Class of 2024.

Sara Alvarez Echavar-
ria of East Boston is ma-
joring in Journalism and is
a member of the Class of

2024.

Samantha Boutureira of
East Boston is majoring in
Acting and is a member of
the Class of 2024.

Sara Kelley of East
Boston is majoring in Act-
ing and is a member of the
Class of 2025.

Junhao Huang of East
Boston,is majoring in Me-
dia Arts Production and is
a member of the Class of
2026.

About Emerson College

Based in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, opposite the
historic Boston Common
and in the heart of the
city’s Theatre District,
Emerson College educates
individuals who will solve
problems and change the
world through engaged
leadership in communi-
cation and the arts, a mis-
sion informed by liberal
learning. The College has
approximately  4,161un-

dergraduates and 554
graduate students from
across the United States
and nearly 70 countries.
Supported by state-of-
the-art facilities and a re-
nowned faculty, students
participate in more than
90 student organizations
and performance groups.
Emerson is known for its
experiential learning pro-
grams at Emerson Los
Angeles, located in Holly-
wood, and at its 14th-cen-
tury castle, in the Nether-
lands. Additionally, there
are opportunities to study
in Washington, DC, Lon-
don, China, and the Czech
Republic, Spain, Austria,
Greece, France, Ireland,
Mexico, Cuba, England,
and South Africa. The
College has an active net-
work of 51,000+ alumni
who hold leadership po-
sitions in communication
and the arts.

overall bill.

 Stormwater charge will be $8.98 per month for each
Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) attributed to the property.

* All property owners with more than 400 square feet of
impervious area will be billed.

e 60% of residential households will see a reduction in their

e The 30% discount extended to seniors and disabled residents
will automatically apply to the new stormwater fee.

 Credits and grants are available for customers who implement
green infrastructure measures on their property.

ATTENTION BOSTON WATER AND SEWER COMMISSION CUSTOMERS

You may have noticed some changes in your most recent bill from Boston Water and Sewer Commission. As of April 1, 2024
BWSC customers will now see three separate line-item charges on their bill, for water, sewer, and stormwater. Now, paying for
stormwater separately will lower the sewer rate while showing the charges attributed to stormwater activities for the property.
This is a more equitable way to fund improvements for the stormwater system because everyone pays for the service they use.
Here are key highlights of the bill:

Small Residential Properties
1-6 unit Residential - 1 ERU

Non-Small Residential Properties

ok

7+ unit Residential
Charged by # of ERU

e

Institutional

Charged by # of ERU

stormwaterinfo@bwsc.org; website: bwsc.org/stormwater; or 617-989-7899

Commercial
and Industrial
Charged by #
of ERU




