
Wednesday, March 6, 2024

eeaassttiiee..ccoomm

5511  BBrreeaakkwwaatteerr  DDrriivvee  ||  AAddmmiirraallssHHiillll..ccoomm  

jeff@ChelseaRealEstate.com 

Jeff Bowen
781-201-9488

jeff@ChelseaRealEstate.com 

Jeff Bowen
781-201-9488

 Quad-Level, 3 Bed, 2.5 Bath  Den & Home gym with designer finishes
2,434 SF with 2 deeded parking

$899,000 OPEN HOUSES SATURDAY
AND SUNDAY 12 – 2PM 

LIVE ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
A GATED COMMUNITY OF CHELSEA | THE HIDDEN JEWEL OF BOSTON!

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check eastietimes.com

East Boston Neighborhood Health Center to rebrand as NeighborHealth
Special to the Times-Free Press 

During an announce-
ment to its nearly 2,000 
employees, East Boston 
Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC) outlined 
plans to rebrand its health 
system, which serves more 
than 120,000 people and 
has an operating budget of 
$270 million. The largest 
community-based prima-
ry care health system in 
Massachusetts announced 
it will become Neighbor-
Health in June 2024, tak-
ing on a new name and 
visual identity.

“For over 55 years, 
we’ve proudly served 
the East Boston commu-
nity. In recent decades, 
our thriving and growing 
health system is serving 
many more families, in 
many more communities 
through a comprehensive 
and diverse set of services, 
programs, and clinical 
locations. Now, as our 
state’s largest provider of 
community-based prima-
ry care services, we have 
an opportunity to unify 

our health system under 
one name that is inclu-
sive of all our clinical lo-
cations and reflective of 
the diverse communities 
we serve,” said EBNHC’s 
President and CEO Greg 
Wilmot.  “As Neighbor-
Health, we will remain as 
committed as ever to our 
mission and patient prom-
ise to provide high-qual-
ity, patient-centered care 
to all who live and work in 
our communities.”

EBNHC was founded 
in 1970 during the Civil 
Rights Movement to meet 
a gap in healthcare services 
for East Boston’s working 
class and predominantly 
Italian immigrant popula-
tion, serving as a relief sta-
tion for Boston City Hos-
pital in the early 1900s. 
As its patient community 
grew beyond East Boston, 
EBNHC followed with 
new sites and services to 
provide more convenient 

care. Today, EBNHC 
operates nearly a dozen 
clinical sites throughout 
Greater Boston including 
East Boston, Winthrop, 
Everett, Revere, and Bos-
ton’s South End. Provid-
ing high-quality primary 
care services to the largest 
Health Safety Net popula-
tion as well as the largest 
Latino population in the 
Commonwealth, Neigh-
borHealth will remain 
committed to eliminating 

barriers to care due to dis-
parities associated with 
race, cultural background, 
and economic status.

“Five decades ago, 
community leaders of 
East Boston planted a 
seed of love in the heart 
of our community that 
grew to become the East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center. Joined 
together with the South 
End Community Health 
Center, we will become 
NeighborHealth, serving 
many thousands of fami-
lies in several communi-
ties. Along with our entire 
Board of Directors, I’m 
brimming with pride,” said 
Rita Sorrento, EBNHC’s 
long-time Chairwoman of 
its Board of Directors.  

“I am proud to see how 
East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center con-
tinues to expand to meet 
the needs of our commu-
nities and remains com-
mitted to its founding 
mission of serving all who 
walk through our doors,” 
said EBNHC’s CEO 

Emeritus Jack Cradock. 
“Under the name Neigh-
borHealth, I am excited to 
see the next chapter unfold 
and the positive impact it 
will undoubtedly bring to 
communities throughout 
Greater Boston.”

Acquired by EBNHC 
in 2020, the South End 
Community Health Cen-
ter, with an equally rich 
legacy, will also embrace 
the new name, Neigh-
borHealth, in June of this 
year.

“In the 1960s, I saw 
firsthand the urgent need 
for community-based pri-
mary care in the South 
End and was fortunate to 
join forces with an incred-
ible group of people who 
shared my vision for jus-
tice in healthcare. For me, 
NeighborHealth symbol-
izes a renewed dedication 
to serve our communi-
ties with compassion and 
sensitivity, something we 
need now more than ever,” 
said Dr. Gerald Hass, 

A rendering of Neighborhood Health’s Maverick location with the updated signage.

Christian Sanders 
racked up 27 points and 
the East Boston defense 
dominated as the Jets 
rolled to a 51-24 win over 
Hanover Thursday, Feb-
ruary 29 at East Boston 
High.  

See Pages 5 and 6 for 
more photos.

EBHS JETS 
51-24 OVER 
HANOVER

 DOMINANT:  Christian 
Sanders (photo right) took 
charge of the game, pouring 
in 27 points, two of them 
coming here as he drove 
past Hanover’s Sebastian 
Brown.

QUICK HANDS:  Eastie’s  Xander Boutros deflects a pass 
from James Ritchie

CLEAR SHOT:  Draggo Tejeda Feliz soars above the defense 
and takes aim at two points.

See REBRAND Page 4

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Last week, several res-
idents attended a meet-
ing hosted by the Boston 
Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) to 
provide comments and 
learn more about a project 
at 9 Geneva Street.

The project, present-
ed by Attorney Richard 
Lynds, involves the com-
bination of seven parcels 
for a total of nearly 15,000 
square feet of land. 

As part of the propos-
al, the existing structures 
at the site, which include 
a single-family home and 
auto repair shop, would 
be demolished, and a 
five-story, 28-unit rental 
building would be built in 
their place. 

Regarding the unit mix 
for the building, there are 
plans for four one-bed-
rooms, 20 two-bedrooms, 
and four three-bedrooms. 
Additionally, the project, 
which is subject to the 
city’s Inclusionary Devel-
opment Policy (IDP), will 
contain five affordable 
units at 70% area median 
income (AMI). 

Lastly, in terms of park-
ing, there are slated to be 
up to 28 parking spaces, 
along with at-grade bike 
parking. 

After Lynds provided 
an overview of the project, 
he spoke about a process 
the project team had gone 
through with the Gove 
Street Citizens Associa-
tion (GSCA) in its review 
of the proposal and how it 
led to some changes. 

“We had an opportu-
nity, a very robust com-
munity process with the 
Gove Street Citizens As-
sociation. We had offered 
two alternatives when the 
Gove Street Citizens As-
sociation was voting on its 
project,” said Lynds. 

Through this communi-
ty process, the developer 
committed to modifying 
the fifth level by pushing 
it back, adding parking 
stackers to get the total 
number of spots up to 28, 
and maintaining the IDP 
units at five units at 70% 
AMI. 

Later, Lynds went 
through the zoning relief 
that would be necessary 
for the project. Under cur-
rent zoning, the site sits 
in the MFR (multi-family 
residential) subdistrict and 
would require varianc-
es for the side yard, floor 
area ratio, height, open 
space, and parking. 

Residents hear about
Geneva St. project

See BPDA Page 6

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA
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Special to the Times-Free Press

The White House rec-
ognized statewide food 
security organization 
Project Bread of 145 Bor-
der Street, East Boston as 
a leading partner in the 
White House Challenge 
to End Hunger and Build 
Healthy Communities. The 
Challenge, which was an-
nounced in March 2023 by 
the Biden-Harris Admin-
istration, is a nationwide 
call-to-action to stakehold-
ers across all of society to 
make bold commitments to 
advance President Biden’s 
goal to end hunger and re-
duce diet-related diseases 
by 2030—all while reduc-
ing disparities.

“Project Bread is hon-
ored that the White House 
has recognized the col-
lective effort underway 
among Massachusetts’ 
strong, innovative, and 
diverse anti-hunger com-
munity to permanently 
solve hunger today in the 

national Challenge to End 
Hunger and Build Healthy 
Communities,” says Erin 
McAleer, CEO of Project 
Bread, which works year-
round across policy initia-
tives, programs, and hun-
ger prevention measures 
to ensure Massachusetts 
residents of all ages have 
reliable access to nutrition 
resources. “We are proud 
to partner with organi-
zations, policy makers, 
people and communities, 
across the Commonwealth 
to build the movement that 
will make Massachusetts 
the first state in the nation 
to eliminate the injustice 
of hunger.”

The Challenge built on 
the historic White House 
Conference on Hunger, 
Nutrition, and Health host-
ed by President Biden in 
in September 2022 where 
the President released a 
National Strategy and an-
nounced over $8 billion 
of external commitments 
to achieve his bold goal. 

McAleer attended the 2022 
conference on behalf of 
Project Bread, where Mas-
sachusetts was one of the 
largest state delegations in 
attendance and many of the 
Commonwealth’s ongoing 
food security initiatives 
were championed.

Project Bread, the lead-

ing statewide food security 
nonprofit, connects people 
and communities in Massa-
chusetts to reliable sources 
of food while advocating 
for policies that make food 
more accessible—so that 
no one goes hungry. For 
more information, visit: 
www.projectbread.org.
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With daylight saving 
time beginning on March 
10, Massachusetts fire of-
ficials are reminding resi-
dents to check their smoke 
and carbon monoxide 
(CO) alarms when they 
change their clocks.

“We’ve seen too many 
tragedies in homes with-
out working smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms,” 
said State Fire Marshal 
Davine. “Most fires and 
CO incidents take place at 
home, and these alarms are 
your first line of defense. 
As we spring forward this 
weekend, remember to 
check your alarms when 
you change your clocks. 
Be sure they’re present on 
every level of your home. 
And unless you have new-
er alarms with sealed, 
long-life batteries, this 
is a great time to replace 
the alkaline batteries in all 
your alarms.”

 
Most Fatal Fires 

Occur in One- and 
Two-Family Homes
Of 45 fire deaths in 

Massachusetts last year, 
31 – nearly 70% – took 
place at home. Nearly 75% 
of these residential fire 
deaths took place in one- 
and two-family homes. In-
vestigators found working 
smoke alarms at just one-
third of those dwellings.

 
Replace Expired Alarms

“Smoke and CO alarms 
are like any other appli-
ance – they don’t last for-
ever,” said Hyannis Fire 
Chief Peter Burke, pres-
ident of the Fire Chiefs 
Association of Massachu-

setts. “An alarm’s manu-
facturing date is printed 
on the back of the device. 
Smoke alarms need to be 
replaced after 10 years, 
and carbon monoxide 
alarms need to be replaced 
after 5, 7, or 10 years, de-
pending on the make and 
model. If your alarm is 
out of date, or if there’s 
no date at all, it’s time to 
replace it.”

Replacing an out-of-
date alarm? The Massa-
chusetts Comprehensive 
Fire Safety Code requires 
replacement battery-op-
erated smoke alarms in 
older one- and two-family 
homes to be photoelectric 
and have sealed, long-
life batteries and a hush 
feature. These alarms are 
easier to maintain and less 
likely to be disabled while 
cooking or by someone 
using the batteries for oth-
er household appliances.

“Disabling a smoke 
alarm puts you and ev-
eryone in your building 
at risk,” said Chief Burke. 
“Test your alarms once a 
month to be sure you and 
the people you care for are 
protected.”

Fire officials recom-
mend that you choose 
alarms from a well-
known, national brand. 
Look for the mark of an 
independent testing labo-
ratory such as UL or Inter-

tek. Many Massachusetts 
fire departments have 
found alarms purchased 
on Amazon and other on-
line retailers that do not 
meet the Fire Code – and 
may not perform when 
they’re needed most.

“If the price seems too 
good to be true, then it 
probably is,” said State 
Fire Marshal Davine.

 
Create & Practice a 
Home Escape Plan

“We have less time than 
ever before to escape a 
fire at home,” said State 
Fire Marshal Davine. 
“You could have three 
minutes to escape safely. 
Creating and practicing a 
home escape plan that in-
cludes two routes out will 
help you make the most of 
that precious time to get 
outside before poisonous 
gases and heat make es-
cape impossible.”

“Working smoke alarms 
and a practiced home es-
cape plan are among the 
most fundamental and im-
portant tools for surviving 
a fire,” said Chief Burke. 
“Be sure everyone in the 
home knows what to do 
and where to go when 
the alarm sounds, includ-
ing young children, older 
adults, and people with 
disabilities. Always keep 
doorways, stairways, and 
windows clear of furniture 
and other obstructions so 
you can leave quickly and 
safely.”

 
Older Adults at 
Greatest Risk

More than half of last 
year’s fire deaths involved 

adults aged 65 and old-
er. In FY23, the Depart-
ment of Fire Services’ 
Senior SAFE grant pro-
gram awarded more than 
$575,000 to hundreds of 
fire departments across 
Massachusetts to support 
assistance with alarm in-
stallation and testing. Old-
er adults who need help 
testing, maintaining, or 
replacing smoke alarms 
should contact their local 
fire department, council 
on aging, or senior center 
for assistance.

 
Carbon Monoxide 

Hazards
Heating equipment is 

the leading source of car-
bon monoxide at home, 
State Fire Marshal Da-
vine said, but winter isn’t 
over yet and CO remains 
a hazard even in warmer 
weather. While many car-
bon monoxide incidents 
involve furnaces and other 
heating appliances, CO is 
also produced by stoves, 
grills, and vehicles, as 
well as generators put into 
use during a power out-
age.

“Firefighters detect car-
bon monoxide at about 
5,000 calls each year 
in Massachusetts, and 
we’ve already seen cases 
of fatal carbon monoxide 
poisoning in 2024,” said 
Chief Burke. “We can’t 
see, smell, or taste carbon 
monoxide. Working CO 
alarms are the only way to 
detect this silent, invisible 
killer. If you hear you CO 
alarms sounding, get out 
to fresh air and call 9-1-1 
right away.”

Spring forward in safety: When you change 
your clocks, check your alarms

FIRE, FIRE EVERYWHERE
The fires that have been burning out of control this 

past week in Texas and Oklahoma -- and which are con-
tinuing to rage as this is being written -- are yet another 
harbinger of what awaits us thanks to the ever-increas-
ing rate of climate change that is affecting every corner 
of the earth.

The fires in Texas, which have killed two persons, 
destroyed 500 homes, and caused entire towns to be 
evacuated, come on the heels of the recent fires in Chile, 
which destroyed entire communities and claimed 131 
lives, more than the tragic fire a few months back that 
occurred in Hawaii.

Fire in other parts of the globe in recent years have 
charred millions of acres of land and wiped out entire 
communities, from Australia, to California, to Canada, 
and the Siberian tundra.

The out-of-control wildfire fires not only have caused 
loss of life and brought economic devastation to com-
munities and individuals, but they also have sent acrid 
smoke that enveloped large swathes of neighboring 
countries, as happened in the Midwest and East Coast 
last summer when the fires in eastern Canada raised our 
air quality to extremely unhealthy levels for days at a 
time.

But these fires are only part of the equation of cli-
mate change. Ocean temperatures reached record highs 
this year, threatening coral reefs and marine life across 
the globe. What had seemed as inconceivable -- that the 
world’s oceans could turn into dead zones -- no longer 
is in the realm of science fiction. It’s a reality that could 
occur within a few short years.

In addition, with the hot oceans providing the fuel for 
tropical storms, hurricanes promise to be ever-stronger 
and more devastating.

Air temperatures have set records month-after-month 
and year-after-year for the past five years, with each 
successive year exceeding the one before. The record 
warmth in the continental U.S. this winter has resulted 
in the least snow cover on record and has prevented the 
usual lakes from freezing. Glaciers are disappearing ev-
erywhere, from the polar regions, to Greenland, to the 
Alps in Europe.

In short, everything that is climate related is off-the-
charts -- and not in a good way. If what climate scien-
tists tell us is true -- that we are in a race against time to 
change our ways and that we must stop burning fossil 
fuels in order to save the environment as we know it 
-- then it is becoming increasingly clear that our feet are 
stuck in the mud.

PLEASE: NO PUBLIC 

DRINKING ON 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
With the St. Patrick’s Day holiday and traditional 

South Boston parade approaching on Sunday, March 
17, we urge our public safety officials to plan for en-
forcing the laws which prohibit drinking in public, es-
pecially by underage drinkers.

Last year in the aftermath of the South Boston pa-
rade, we found ourselves in the unfortunate position 
of riding the Red Line to the South Shore. The trains 
were packed with highly-inebriated, rowdy, under-age 
drinkers who were drinking openly on the trains and 
then flinging their empties around the train cars, striking 
other passengers. The platforms resembled war zones, 
with large-scale fights and scores of youths who were 
passed out left-and-right.

We realize that everyone wants to relax and have a 
good time on St. Patrick’s Day, but that is no excuse for 
our public safety officials to turn a blind eye to underage 
drinking and drinking in public. In addition, for those of 
us of Irish descent, the perception that being “Irish for a 
day” means drinking heavily is highly-insulting.

It is inevitable that with the high degree of public in-
toxication that is tacitly permitted by our public safe-
ty officials, there will be a tragedy. We urge our public 
officials to take steps ahead of time to stop this annual 
reign of dangerous mass chaos.

Project Bread recognized as leading White House partner to end hunger



Wednesday, March 6, 2024 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Page 3

Massport is currently 
accepting applications for 
the following Scholarships:

• DEBORAH HADDEN GRAY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Awarded annually to a high school senior who resides 
and is involved in community service or employment 
in the city of Boston, Chelsea, Revere or Winthrop 
with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

• DONNA RAUSEO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Awarded annually to a female high school senior 
who resides and is involved in community service 
in East Boston, with a minimum of 3.0 GPA.

• LOWELL L. RICHARDS III MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Awarded annually to a high school senior who resides 
and is involved in community service in the city of 
Boston, Chelsea, Revere, or Winthrop, with a minimum 
3.0 GPA.

• DIVERSITY STEM SCHOLARSHIP
Awarded to high school seniors of color who reside 
or attend school in the city of Boston, Chelsea, Revere, 
Winthrop, Worcester, Bedford, Concord, Lexington, or 
Lincoln, and are involved in community service with a 
minimum 3.0 GPA.   

Scholarship applications must be received by Massport 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 26, 2024. 
For more information on these scholarships, including 
application and criteria please visit 
www.massport.com 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CAREFULLY.
Applications will be accepted from March 1 to March 31st 2024. 

They will be available on our website,www.insulators6.org beginning March 1st
Print and complete an application. Mail the application to the address listed in the instructions.  

To apply you must meet the following requirements:
• Be 18 years of age or older by June 1, 2024.
• Be a high school graduate.
• Possess a current, valid driver’s license.
• Reside within the jurisdiction of Local 6.
• Own a reliable vehicle.

Copies of the following documents must be submitted with your application:
• Valid, current driver’s license (No photo ID’s)
• High school diploma, GED certificate or a certified, sealed transcript showing your graduation date.
• You must also submit a non-refundable aptitude testing fee of $25.00. Only checks or money 
orders accepted, made payable to “ Local 6, J.A.C.”

TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION/JOB SITES: Mass., Maine, New Hampshire & Rhode Island (Driver’s License and 
Reliable Vehicle Necessary & Required).
TERM OF APPRENTICESHIP: Four (4) years. 160 classroom hours and 1600 job site hours per year.
TESTS: General Aptitude Test and Interview; Mandatory Pre-employment Physical Exam and Drug Test.

The Heat and Frost Insulators Apprenticeship Program will not discriminate against apprenticeship applicants 
or apprentices based on race, color, religion, national origin, sex (including pregnancy and gender identity), 

sexual orientation, genetic information, or because they are an individual with a disability or a person 40 years 
old or older. The Heat and Frost Insulators Apprenticeship Program will take affirmative action to provide equal 

opportunity in apprenticeship and will operate the apprenticeship program as required under Title 29 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations, part 30,” 29 CFR § 30.3(c).

APPRENTICE APPLICATIONS 
BEING ACCEPTED

THE HEAT & FROST INSULATORS UNION LOCAL 6, BOSTON, JOINT 
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

To celebrate a new ag-
ricultural season in Massa-
chusetts, Governor Maura 
Healey is declaring March 
as Massachusetts Maple 
Month. Massachusetts De-
partment of Agricultural 
Resources (MDAR) Com-
missioner Ashley Randle 
joined state and local of-
ficials and representatives 
from the Massachusetts 
Maple Producers Associ-
ation today at Severance 
Maple Products in North-
field to raise awareness 
of the state’s maple sugar 
industry and to encourage 
residents to visit their lo-
cal sugar house and pur-
chase locally made maple 
products.

In a recent visit to Sev-
erance Maple Products 
included a tour of their 
operations and retail store, 
along with a reading of a 
Governor’s Proclamation 
and ceremonial tapping of 
a maple tree to commemo-
rate the official start of the 
sugaring season. Owners 
Milt and Robin Sever-
ance have been sugaring 
since 1976. Their first year 
yielded a couple of gallons 
of maple syrup, but today, 
they produce a couple 
thousand gallons annually. 
All of their products are 
produced locally in North-
field at their sugarhouse 
kitchen, with availability 
online, in local stores, and 
at craft and agricultural 
fairs in the area.

Massachusetts is one of 
the top maple-producing 
states in the country, home 
to over 300 maple pro-
ducers that produce more 
than 70,000 gallons per 
year. The sector employs 
over a thousand people, 
contributing over $15 mil-
lion to the local economy. 
Maple sugaring profits al-
low many Massachusetts 
farms to stay in business 

year-round by diversify-
ing their offerings, serving 
as a supplemental source 
of income to their other 
crops.

“We are tapping into 
this maple month with 
more support and appre-
ciation for our sugarmak-
ers than ever. The maple 
industry is not only eco-
nomically, culturally, and 
historically important for 
the region but also plays 
a vital role in our environ-
mental and climate resil-
ience efforts,” said Energy 
and Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Rebecca Tepper. 
“The industry maintains 
and preserves more than 
15,000 acres of land and 
is working to modernize 
equipment and install re-
newable energy sources. 
We are proud to see this 
the sector transition to one 
of the state’s most energy 
efficient and sustainable in 
agriculture.”

Since 2018, MDAR 
has awarded over half 
a million dollars in Cli-
mate Smart Agriculture 
Program Grants to maple 
producers throughout the 
state. These grants have 
been used to offset the 
costs of installing updated, 
environmentally friend-
ly equipment, including 
high-efficiency evapora-
tors, heat recovery and re-
verse osmosis equipment, 
and photovoltaic solar 
arrays, lowering carbon 
footprints and environ-
mental impacts.

“Our farming commu-
nity had an enormously 
challenging year in 2023, 
so it’s with great opti-
mism that we usher in a 
new growing season and 
celebrate our maple pro-
ducers with the first agri-
cultural crop of the year,” 
said MDAR Commission-
er Ashley Randle. “While 

the maple sugaring season 
may be brief in Massachu-
setts, our maple produc-
ers work hard year-round 
to bring us this naturally 
sweet and nutritionally 
dense crop that is versatile 
and universally enjoyed 
by all. We’re proud to sup-
port them, and I can’t wait 
to enjoy a pancake break-
fast topped with fresh ma-
ple syrup at a local sugar-
house this month.”

All month long, maple 
sugarhouses around the 
state will open their doors 
to host visitors with fun, 
family-friendly interactive 
activities, as well as serv-
ing stacks of pancakes, 
waffles, and French toast 
covered in local maple 
syrup. Maple sugaring is 
one of the few agritourism 
activities available during 
the early months of the 
year. Over 60,000 visitors 
spend more than $2 mil-
lion during the sugaring 
season. Farms, restaurants, 
bed and breakfasts, coun-
try inns, and other tourist 
businesses share in this 
income, which primarily 
flows into small towns and 
farm communities.

“Sugarhouses and local 
farms across Massachu-
setts provide memorable 
and immersive experienc-
es for visitors of all ages,” 
said Massachusetts Office 
of Travel and Tourism 
Executive Director Kate 
Fox. “We encourage visi-
tors and residents alike to 
check out Massachusetts 
sugarhouses during Ma-
ple Month, where they can 
experience a behind-the-
scenes tour, sample deli-
cious treats, and purchase 
local maple syrup and 
maple products from these 
unique small businesses.”

“I’m so thankful to kick 
off maple season here in 
the Second Franklin Dis-

trict,” said Representative 
Susannah Whipps (I – 
Athol). “This brief sweet 
period of time is a sign 
that spring is coming and 
a reminder of the impor-
tance of this industry to 
our economy, tourism and 
food system.”

“I am delighted to join 
Governor Healey, EEA 
Secretary Tepper, MDAR 
Commissioner Randle, the 
MA Maple Producers As-
sociation, and many oth-
ers in celebrating March 
as Massachusetts Maple 
Month,” said Senator Jo 
Comerford (D-Northamp-
ton). “I am tremendously 
proud to represent many 
outstanding maple pro-
ducers who are living and 
working in the Hampshire, 
Franklin, Worcester dis-
trict.”

“We expect a great 
maple syrup harvest this 
spring as many sugarmak-

ers across the state are 
off to an early start,” said 
Massachusetts Maple Pro-
ducers Association Coor-
dinator Missy Leab. “As 
the sweet steam rises from 
our local sugarhouses 
this spring, we encourage 
everyone to take the op-
portunity and visit one or 
more of the 300+ Massa-
chusetts maple producers 
where you can talk with a 
sugarmaker, ask all your 
maple questions, and see, 
smell, and taste spring! 
Watch the fascinating pro-
cess of turning fresh maple 
sap into pure maple syrup. 
Don’t forget to bring home 
a jug of Massachusetts 
sweetest crop: pure maple 
syrup!”

Maple syrup has been 
produced and consumed 
for centuries in North 
America. Its initial avail-
ability during the tail end 
of the winter season sig-

nals the start of the agricul-
tural awakening in Massa-
chusetts and is a sure sign 
that spring is around the 
corner. Tree tapping in 
Massachusetts can start as 
early as late January and 
continue through April, 
though March is officially 
Maple Month. Most im-
portantly, the temperatures 
must be below freezing at 
night and above freezing 
during the days for the tree 
sap to flow. Furthermore, 
weather, soil, and genetics 
of the tree can affect ma-
ple syrup flavor.

Please visit the Massa-
chusetts Maple Producers 
Association (MMPA) to 
learn more about the ma-
ple sugaring process. For 
a complete listing of ma-
ple sugar houses in the 
Commonwealth, visit the 
MassGrown website.

MDAR Commissioner Ashley Randle with state and local officials alongside Milt and Robin 
Severance (far right), owners of Severance Maple Products in Northfield.

March is Massachusetts Maple Month

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

During its monthly 
meeting last week, the 
Gove Street Citizens As-
sociation (GSCA) voted to 
support a proposal at 240 
Maverick Street, which 
includes a change of occu-
pancy and addition. 

The proposal, which 
had already gone through 
one GSCA meeting and 
abutters meeting, has been 
“received pretty well,” ac-
cording to Attorney Rich-
ard Lynds, who presented 
it last week. 

As part of the project, 
there are plans to change 
the occupancy of the ex-
isting three-family home 
to a four-family home. 
Additionally, the project 
includes a vertical ad-
dition along with a roof 
deck. 

“It will also involve a 

complete upgrade to the 
life safety which includes 
the sprinkler and the fire 
alarm, which do not exist 
today,” said Lynds. The 
project would also main-
tain the building as rentals.

Later in his presenta-
tion, Lynds reviewed the 
anticipated zoning relief 
associated with the proj-
ect. Under current zoning, 
the proposal would require 
variances for use, lot size, 
floor area ratio, height, 
open space, and parking. 

However, under new 
zoning, which was devel-
oped through the Boston 
Planning and Develop-
ment Agency’s (BPDA) 
neighborhood planning 
initiative PLAN: East 
Boston, the project poten-
tially would only require 
relief for parking. 

“We think a variance 
may be necessary for the 

parking spot. However, 
we’re waiting to see the 
final draft of the zoning 
because there is an ex-
emption for one to three 
units; we want to see if it 
applies if we’re adding an 
additional unit as well,” 
said Lynds. 

Further, Monte French 
of Monte French Design 
Studio, an architect for the 
project, went through the 
design of the building and 
the materials used. 

French explained that 
two bays and outside 
decks have been added 
to the building’s origi-
nal massing, the original 
entrance location on the 
ground floor has been 
moved, and the addition 
on top is more modern 
with a “warm wood tone 
material.” 

GSCA supports Maverick Street project

See GSCA Page 7
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co-founder of the South 
End Community Health 
Center.

Responding to com-
munity feedback, EBN-
HC worked with patients, 
staff, and community 
leaders across the Bos-
ton area to arrive at a 
name that best unified the 
health systems’ breadth 
of services across multi-
ple campuses. The new 
brand, NeighborHealth, 
will align the health sys-
tem’s visual identity with 
its mission and vision to 
deliver a healthcare expe-
rience that is compassion-
ate, person-centric, cul-
turally relevant, and most 
importantly – accessible 

to all.
Undergoing the offi-

cial name change in June 
2024, the soon-to-be 
NeighborHealth will con-
tinue to be a staple in Bos-
ton’s diverse communities 
by leveraging its core val-
ues:

• With community: We 
don’t just serve commu-
nities; we belong to them. 
We understand the lives 
of our patients because 
they’re deeply intercon-
nected with our own; and 
that’s why we can address 
complex needs and cultur-
al nuances. We’re more 
than providers; we’re 
neighbors.

• Open to all: Too many 

people face barriers to re-
ceiving high-quality care 
due to disparities associ-
ated with race, cultural 
background, or economic 
status. As a communi-
ty-focused health system, 
we are committed to elim-
inating these barriers to 
provide the right care to 
everyone who needs it, no 
matter who they are.

• Beyond the clinic: 
We know that health care 
doesn’t start or end in 
the exam room. The fact 
is, where and how peo-
ple live can have a pro-
found impact on health 
outcomes and wellbeing. 
That’s why we take a ho-
listic approach to care, 

working with community 
partners to engage people 
in the community before 
they become patients at 
our clinics.

• A valued team: A 
healthful workplace is 
essential to great patient 
care. That’s why we are 
committed to the wellbe-
ing of our team, building a 
safe and supportive space 
where staff are recognized 
and valued for their work, 
and patients are treat-
ed based on their unique 
needs by providers they 
trust.

• Better care: We bring 
compassionate, high-qual-
ity care to communities 
across Greater Boston. 

Community, however, is 
not just a place where care 
happens – it’s a healthful 
state we all should aspire 
to. We live longer, health-
ier lives in community, 
with those who know and 
care about us. That’s why 
we believe that care in 
community is better. And 
that’s what we’re here to 
champion.

Patients and partners 
seeking additional infor-
mation about the upcom-
ing rebrand, please visit 
ebnhc.org.

East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center is one 
of the nation’s largest Fed-
erally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) and the 

largest community-based 
primary care health sys-
tem in Massachusetts, 
serving over 120,000 
people and recognized by 
the Health Resources and 
Services Administration 
(HRSA) as a National 
Quality Leader. For more 
than 50 years, EBNHC 
has offered access to com-
prehensive primary care, 
specialty care and emer-
gency care for patients in 
the Commonwealth. In 
a first-of-its-kind merger 
in 2020, EBNHC joined 
forces with the South End 
Community Health Cen-
ter and expanded services 
to patients who live and 
work in Boston’s South 
End and Roxbury neigh-
borhoods.

EBNHC champions 
innovative care models 
to actively bridge health 
equity gaps in our low-in-
come and immigrant com-
munities with services 
unique from other health 
care providers in our state. 
In addition to primary and 
specialty care, EBNHC 
operates Massachusetts’ 
only satellite Emergency 
Department, which is the 
fourth busiest ED in Bos-
ton and is co-located with 
advanced radiology, in-
cluding CT scan services, 
same-day Behavioral 
Health Urgent Care and 
an integrated pharmacy. 
Today, EBNHC remains 
dedicated to promoting 
and sustaining healthy 
communities, families, 
and individuals both in 
and out of the exam room 
by providing accessible, 
person-centered, compas-
sionate, and high-quality 
health care services. For 
more information, visit 
www.ebnhc.org

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Would you like an excel-
lent conversation starter for 
the people you meet on dog 
walks? Asking the dog’s 
name seems to come natu-
rally. For a great conversa-
tion, ask how they came to 
choose that name. We often 
find a fascinating tale be-
hind a dog’s name.

One of the rescued West-
ies we placed in a local 
home came with the name 
Rad. His new family (we 
soon learned they were tru-
ly fun and funny people) 
renamed him Swiffer. Why 
not? His sometimes long 
and shaggy coat did a great 
job of dusting their hard-
wood floors. 

A friend’s Ragdoll cat 
was called Max, but his full 
name was Maximilien De 
Whisker, a take on Max-
imilien de Winter, hero of 
Daphne du Maurier’s book 
“Rebecca.” One Back Bay 
couple adopted a mixed 
breed dog and named him 
Del. They explain it’s short 

for Delano because he now 
had a “New Deal.”

We knew a dog named 
Kepler, after the German 
mathematician, astronomer, 
and astrologer Johannes 
Kepler. That’s a very Bos-
tonian approach to naming 
a dog. Of course, naming a 
dog after someone or some-
thing related to sports is 
also very Boston.
Tips for Name Selection

The Seeing Eye is a non-
profit organization whose 
mission is to breed, train, 
and place guide dogs for 
the blind, and they name 
about 500 puppies a year. 
Since these dogs must re-
spond to that name for the 
rest of their lives, they must 
choose well. They offer the 
following tips for the rest of 
us. 

First, count the sylla-
bles in the name. They try 
to stick to names with one 
or two syllables because 
shorter names are faster 
when communicating with 
the dog. Avoid names that 
sound like a command and 

might confuse the animal. 
Here are their examples, 
“‘Mo’ can sound like ‘No’ 
and ‘Kit’ sounds like ’Sit.’” 
Finally, avoid names with 
embarrassing or negative 
connotations. You may find 
yourself shouting the name 
in public one day.

We’d add that you should 
skip names that sound like 
those of other pets or fami-
ly. And remind you that, in 
the dog show world, each 
animal has a full registered 
name and a shorter call 
name. Moreover, most dogs 
answer to nickname varia-
tions of their official one.

Popular Names
Each year, groups like 

the American Kennel Club, 
dog walking services, and 
pet insurance companies 
publish lists of the most 
popular dog names—The 
Wildest website reported 
on these listings last No-
vember. 

They wrote that the top 
ten male dog names for 
2024 were Charlie, Max, 
Cooper, Milo, Buddy, Ted-

dy, Rocky, Bear, Leo, and 
Duke. The female dog list 
included Luna, Bella, Dai-
sy, Lucy, Lily, Lola, Zoe, 
Sadie, Stella, and Bailey. 

People Names
Would you be insulted if 

someone named their dog 
after you? Penny is always 
happy to meet a dog who 
shares her name.

We’ve heard of family 
feuds from using a name 

someone felt was their 
exclusive property. That 
doesn’t seem to happen 
with dogs. No one cares if 
there are three dogs named 
Fenway in the neighbor-
hood. Dog people just add 
the breed when talking 
about them.

One final tip: take your 
time christening a new pet. 
Kitty or puppy work fine 
until you get to know one 

another. The perfect name 
may come to you, or you 
may notice that certain 
sounds or words get a re-
sponse from your new fam-
ily member. The dog or cat 
may give you a clue to their 
favorite name.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

City Paws

The name game

Poppy‘s full name is “Duchess Poppy Whitehead.” “Duchess Poppy” comes from an E.F. 
Benson book character and our love for the pop of Champagne corks!
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Individual Ham Dinner
Spiral Ham with Apple Raisin Sauce

Dinner Includes
Mashed Potatoes, Glazed Carrots

Choice of Slice of Ricotta or Apple Pie

$19.50 per person plus tax
Payment in Full required at the time of placing your order. Please 

Place Your Orders By Thursday, March 28, 2024

by phone or drop by SSppiinneellllii’’ss  --EEaasstt  BBoossttoonn 
282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128 
Telephone 617-567-1992   ~   Fax 617-567-5150

Complete with
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Rebrand // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Boston City Council-
or Gabriela Coletta rec-
ognized Mayra Correa, 
the Family and Homeless 
Liaison for the Patrick J. 
Kennedy School for her 
dedication and service to 
BPS students and families.

“I’m thrilled to have 
honored Mayra Correa at 
the Boston City Council. 
Our office sought to con-
nect with every Family li-
aison at every BPS school 
in our district. We wanted 
to understand how best to 
support them and advocate 
for them during the budget 
process seeing that they 

literally are the front lines 
of support within a school 
for families. The PJK has 
been identified by the De-
partment of Education as 
having a student popu-
lation that is 97.4% high 
needs, 88% of students 
do not speak English as 
a first language, and 81% 
are identified as low-in-
come,” said Councilor 
Coletta. “We were struck 
by the level of compas-
sion, dedication and com-
mitment shown by Mayra 
in supporting her students 
and families at the PJK. 
She cares deeply about 

her students. Mayra is an 
example of the liaisons we 
want supporting students 
and answering our call in 
a time of need.” 

“Thank you for the rec-
ognition. Your recognition 
inspires me to continue to 
pursue my passion with 
greater enthusiasm. Your 
acknowledgement of my 
work is truly humbling. I 
want to thank my school, 
the family engagement 
team and family for all 
their support.“ said Mayra 
Correa.

Coletta recognizes Mayra Correa, Family Liaison for the PLK School

Family and Homeless Liaison for the Patrick J. Kennedy School Mayra Correa  (third from 
left) holds her recognition award that she received from Boston City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta (fourth from left). Family and friends were on hand for the event.
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PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

SportsSports

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, MARCH 7TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY MARCH 13TH 2024

Freirich Cooked Corned Beef ......................... $8.99/lb
Russer Wunderbar German Bologna ........... $3.99/lb
Citterio Rosemary Ham ..................................$7.99/lb
Citterio Hot Cappicola ....................................$6.99/lb
Margherita Genoa Salami...............................$7.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, March 8th through Sunday, March 10th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh Leafy Green Cabbage ......................2lbs/$1.00
"New Crop" All Purpose Yellow Onions 2 lb bag ...$1.99
Tropical Sweet Golden Large Size Pineapples ...$2.99
Creamy Smooth Tropical Avocados .............2/$3.00
Fresh & Juicy Lemons ............................................. 59¢
Fresh & Tangy Limes ............................................... 59¢

BAKERY
Our Own Chocolate Chip Cookies ...........................$2.49
Our Own Chocolate Chip or Walnut Brownies ..$3.99

DELI
Land O'Lakes American Cheese ....................$4.99/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef ..................................... $9.99/lb

PRODUCE
Nature's Finest Russet Potatoes 5lb Bag ....2/$4.00
Green Giant Baby Carrots 1lb Bag....4/$5.00 limit 4

MEAT
Sirloin Steak Tips ...........................................$10.99/lb

GROCERY
Chicken of the Sea Solid White 
Canned Tuna ................................... 10/$10.00 limit 10
Tropicana Orange Juice 52oz.  ...........2/$7.00 limit 4

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Shell Sirloin Steaks .......................................$5.99/lb
Petite Sirloin Steaks.....................................$5.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ..........................89¢/lb
Grade A Boneless Chicken Thighs ..............$2.99/lb
Assorted Marinated Pork Tenderloin ........ $6.99/lb
Bob Evans Side Dishes ................................. 2/$8.00
Al Fresco Breakfast Patties ........................ 2/$7.00

Chobani Greek Yogurt & Flips .................. 10/$10.00
Kellogg's Special K Cereal .............................2/$6.00
Folgers Canned Coffee (ex: decaf) ....................$3.99
Xtra Laundry Detergent ...............................2/$6.00
Kraft Macaroni & Cheese (single box only) .4/$5.00
Madam Crabmeat ..........................................2/$6.00
Crystal Light Mixes .......................................2/$6.00
Pillsbury Cake Mixes ...................................... 3/$4.00
Pillsbury Frostings ........................................2/$4.00
Campbell's Soups ........................................... 2/$3.00
Eggo Waffles (ex: Thick & Fluffy) .................. 2/$5.00
Ore Ida Potatoes .............................................2/$7.00
Lenders Bagels ............................................... 2/$5.00
Silk Soy Milk 64 oz ........................................2/$6.00
Philadelphia Soft Cream Cheese Tub ...........2/$7.00

Bakery
Sourdough Boule Bread ...................................... $3.99
Assorted Scones 3 pk ........................................ $4.49
Coconut Custard or Egg Custard Pies .............$6.99

Christian Sanders 
racked up 27 points and 
the East Boston defense 
dominated as the Jets 
rolled to a 51-24 win over 

Hanover Thursday, Feb-
ruary 29 at East Boston 
High.  The win advanced 
the Jets to the Round of 16 
in the MIAA Division III 

Boys basketball champi-
onship tournament for the 
first time in nine years.  
The Jets took on Norwell 
Tuesday night.

REBOUND BATTLE: Eastie’s Javon Wise Normil and Hanover’s James Ritchie battle for a 
rebound. See Page 6 for more photos.

HELP WANTED:   Declan Doherty looks for some help as he is surrounded by East Boston’s 
Xander Boutros (3)  Javon Wise Normal (33) and Caleb Florence

KICKIN’ REBOUNDER:  Christian Sanders extends a leg as he rips down a rebound in front 
of Hanover’s Joseph Picard.

NICE VIEW:  Robin Cartegena likes the clear path he sees to 
the basket.

EBHS IN HOOP ACTION AGAINST HANOVER

SMILES AND APPLAUSE:  With the game in hand and the starters taking the bench, Xander 
Boutros, Robin Cartegena, Alejandro Garcia, and Caleb Florence cheer on the subs as the 
clock winds toward an East Boston win.

100 Swift Street, East Boston • 25 Dorchester Avenue, Boston • firstprioritycu.com
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BPDA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FIND YOUR PLACE 
AT EBNHC

Check us out!

 IN A ZONE:  Christian Sanders shoots over Sebastian Brown

EBHS IN HOOP ACTION AGAINST HANOVER

TURNING POINT:  Christian Sanders steals an inbounds pass intended for Hanover’s Jo-
seph Picard at the start of the third quarter.  Sanders took the ball the length of the court 
for a slam dunk that tilted the momentum in Eastie’s favor, and the Jets never looked 
back.

Housing

BOSTON HOME CENTER 
VIRTUAL WORKSHOP

Building Your 
Homebuying Dream Team 

March 14 at 6:00 PM 
GUEST SPEAKERS:

• Lender Michelle Meiser, Cambridge Trust
• Attorney Kathleen M. Allen, Esq, Dolan Connly, P.C.
• Broker Nathan Johnson, Thumbprint Realty
• Insurance Agent  Natalia Vargas, Vargas & Vargas

Insurance Agency
• Inspector Sean Rizzo, Tiger Home Inspection 

Register for the workshop at 
bit.ly/BHCVirtualWorkshop031424
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Hoopla Productions 
and ZUMIX welcomes 
you to a film screening 
of “Open Your Heart: 
Immigrant Stories from 
Boston and Beyond,” on 
Saturday, March 16, from 
4-5:30pm at the Boston’s 
Civic Pavilion, 5 Con-
gress Street, Boston City 
Hall.

Open Your Heart is a 
deeply moving short doc-
umentary about a group of 
young people who embark 
on a creative, year-long 
research and performance 
project about immigrant 
stories. The film traces 
their journey, from inter-
viewing 7 immigrant ac-
tivists to performing their 
stories with profession-
al actors in a live staged 
production at Boston City 
Hall Plaza in 2023.

Touching, powerful 

and inspiring, Open Your 
Heart demonstrates the 
power of community, 
support and love, as we 
immerse ourselves in the 
complexity of immigrant 
stories.  In hearing sto-
ries from our East Boston 
neighbors, we see some of 
our own experiences and 
new possibilities.

Welcome and music 
by youth artists from ZU-
MIX. The post-show pan-
el discussion will feature 
youth interviewers and 
actors and community ac-
tivist, Luz Zambrano, re-
flecting on the making of 
Open Your Heart. 

“I’m not alone in 
the things that (I’m) going 
through.  Being an immi-
grant, sometimes you are 
like, ‘Yea, I’m the only 
immigrant here.’ No, there 
are many like you. It’s just 

you just haven’t discov-
ered them yet.” Samy, 
ZUMIX actor

“I hope that they take 
the info and fight for im-
migrants. I hope they sup-
port them and I hope that 
they’ll bring people into 
a community instead of 
pushing them away. It’s 
very hurtful when you’re 
pushed away.” Robin, 
ZUMIX actor

This program is sup-
ported in part by grants 
from The Boston Founda-
tion’s Live Action Grant, 
the Mayor’s Office of 
Arts and Culture, Mayor’s 
Office on Immigrant En-
gagement, the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, an 
anonymous grant from a 
donor-advised fund of the 
Mill River Foundation, 
and Eastern Bank Foun-
dation.

Film screening of ‘Open Your Heart: Immigrant 
Stories from Boston and Beyond’ on March 16

However, under new 
zoning developed through 
PLAN: East Boston — a 
BPDA neighborhood plan-
ning initiative — adopted 
by the agency’s board, the 
site is in the East Boston 
Residential (EBR)-4 sub-
district. 

Under the new zoning, 
the project largely com-
plies with the zoning re-
quirements with a couple 
of caveats. 

For example, the proj-
ect is proposed to have a 
height of 55 feet; however, 
the maximum height al-
lowed in EBR-4 is 50 feet. 

However, Lynds ex-
plained that due to Article 
25A, the proposal could 
exceed the 50-foot maxi-
mum. 

“Article 25A of the 
Boston Zoning Code deals 
with coastal flood resilien-
cy. Even though we’re not 
in a flood zone, the city 
now recognizes that there 
are areas, including areas 
that are not necessarily 
regulated as flood plain, 
that would have higher 
risk for potential flooding 
or potential damage from 
sea level rise,” said Lynds. 

“As a result, under Ar-
ticle 25A, any project cur-
rently that requires Article 
80 review, must design the 
building to be compliant 
with coastal flood resilien-
cy regulations. As a result 
of that, they actually allow 
for increased height of the 
building over what the ac-
tual zoning would allow,” 
he added. 

Another caveat was re-
lated to parking in that “it 
is determined under new 
zoning per Article 80,” ac-
cording to Lynds. 

“Even though the zon-
ing code may have a dif-
ferent requirement for 
the number of spaces you 
need and the new zoning 

is only going to require 
one per unit, the Article 
80 process will determine 
what an appropriate park-
ing number is,” he added. 

Lynds went through 
different plans, render-
ings, and elevations as 
the meeting progressed. 
He also spoke about oth-
er facets of the project, 
including planting street 
trees and the introduction 
of a dog run, before taking 
questions and comments. 

Several residents partic-
ipated during the question 
and comment portion of 
the meeting. For example, 
Neel Batra, a GSCA Board 
Member, made some com-
ments about the fifth-floor 
setback and confirmed the 
association’s vote regard-
ing the project. 

“The vote is done. A 
majority of the neighbor-
hood supported the proj-
ect,” said Batra. 

Additionally, there were 
several comments from 
residents who either sup-
ported the project or op-
posed it. 

One resident, who 
spoke on behalf of himself 
and his wife, indicated that 
they had several concerns, 
including parking, height, 
and density. 

Later in the meeting, 
Batra also wanted to pro-
vide information about 
those concerned about the 
project, and he confirmed 
that the issues dealt with 
parking, height, and den-
sity. 

While at least one res-
ident who spoke during 
the meeting had concerns 
about the project, several 
others seemed to be in full 
support. 

“What we have there 
now is an eyesore. I mean, 
come on, look at the dif-
ference, this is a beautiful 
building. That whole end 

of Geneva Street will all 
be done once this building 
is put up,” said an attend-
ee. 

Another attendee said, 
“We need more housing. 
It’s great that there’s some 
affordable housing; it’s 
going to clean this all up.” 

Another big topic dis-
cussed during the meeting 
was the condition of Gene-
va Street and how it might 
be improved through this 
project and others.

“There will be some 
work that will be done on 
Geneva Street, and as a re-
sult of that — even though 
this is a private way — the 
city has standards that re-
quire us to make correc-
tions or improvements,” 
said Lynds. 

“For a project this size, 
there will be the improve-
ments — at least for our 
portion of Geneva Street 
out to Maverick Street,” 
he added. 

For those interested 
in learning more about 
the project, viewing the 
recording of this meet-
ing, or leaving comments 
about the project, visit 
https://www.bostonplans.
org/projects/develop-
ment-projects/9-gene-
va-street. 

Currently, a comment 
period concerning the 
Small Project Review 
Application is open until 
March 8th. 

“Even though we do 
have a comment period 
set on the website, that 
does not mean that people 
cannot submit comments 
past the comment dead-
line,” said Daniel Polanco, 
a Project Manager at the 
BPDA. 

Comments can be made 
at the link mentioned 
above or directly via email 
to dan.polanco@boston.
gov. 

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Holton Rt                Ghergurovich, Yolanda 108-110 Orleans St                  $3,750,000  
Sharma, Arun        173 Maverick Street LLC 173 Maverick St #301          $479,000  
Minkova, Alina          181 Coleridge Street LLC 181 Coleridge St #D           $799,900
Buxhaku, Joana         Cowper Residences LLC 181 Cowper St #301          $677,750 
Kennedy, Christine M Border Development LLC 301 Border St #306     $645,000 
Pappas 3rd, George W Border Development LLC 301 Border St #212              $525,000
Weisser, Paul Border Development LLC 301 Border St #302         $690,000  
Rechag, Soufiane         57 Falcon St LLC 57 Falcon St                $745,000  
Femrite, Christian Puerta, Houver          68 London St                $800,000  
Ramos, Mayara C Walls, Gregory F       85 Lexington St #3          $615,000
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Elizabeth A. Curtis of 
Revere, formerly of East 
Boston, passed away 
peacefully on Friday, 
March 1. 

The loving daughter of 
Philip Puzzo and the late 
Elizabeth Gallagher, she 
was the beloved wife of 
the late Richard Curtis, 
devoted mother of Chris-
topher Curtis and Angela 
Curtis and her fiancé, Ste-
ven McGrath; dear sister 
of Brian Puzzo, Barbara 
Puzzo and Danny Galla-
gher. She is also survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews. 

Family and friends will 
honor Elizabeth’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 

971 Saratoga Street, (Ori-
ent Heights) East Boston 
on Saturday, March 9th 
from 1 to 5 p.m. A prayer 
service will be held in 
our Chapel at 4:30 p.m. 
Committal services will 
be private. For more infor-
mation please visit www.
ruggieromh.com.

To place a 
memoriam in the  
Times Free Press, 

please call 
781-485-0588

LEGAL NOTICE

PLEASE VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

Honoring Memories and traditions, one family at a time
139 years of continuous, faithful & trusted service in East Boston & Revere

❖
vazzafunerals.com | 262 Beach St. Revere, MA 02151

781-284-1127 | 781-284-7756

Beechwood Home for Funerals

Mary Lou Cogliano
30-Year Otis School Lunch Monitor

Filomena LoPriore
Of East Boston

Elizabeth Curtis
Of Revere, formerly of East Boston

Constance Agatha McNeil
Loving daughter, wife, mother, grandmother 

and great grandmother

Edward “Buddy” Gleeson
February 22, 1934 – February 28, 2024

Mary Lou (Goglia) 
Cogliano of East Boston 
passed away peacefully 
on February 28 at 96 years 
old. 

Mary Lou worked as a 
lunch monitor at the Otis 
School in East Boston 
for 30 years. She will be 
missed by many.

The beloved wife of 
the late Frank Cogliano 
Sr., she was the devoted 
mother of Frank Cogliano 
Jr. and his wife, Eileen of 
York, Maine, Jerry Cog-
liano of East Boston and 
the late Jean Cogliano; 
cherished sister of the late 
Vincent Goglia, Jack Gog-
lia, Julian Goglia, Antho-
ny Goglia, Eugene Goglia, 
Angie Ferrera and Eleanor 
Caruso; adored grand-
mother of Steven Coglia-
no and Jennifer Vieu and 
treasured great-grand-
mother of Jasmine, Ari-
ana, Giana and Kayleigh 
Vieu. 

Family and friends hon-
ored Mary Lou’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
East Boston, on Tuesday, 
March 5th before leaving 
in procession to Sacred 
Heart Church in East Bos-
ton for an 11 a.m. Funeral 
Mass. Services concluded 
with Mary Lou being laid 
to rest at Woodlawn Cem-
etery in Everett. 

To leave an online con-
dolence, visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Filomena (Rosa) LoPri-
ore of East Boston, for-
merly of Avellino, Italy, 
passed away peacefully 
on Friday, March 1 at 80 
years of age. 

The beloved wife of the 
late Fiore LoPriore, she 
was the devoted mother 
of Raffaele LoPriore and 
Giuseppe LoPriore and 
the late Ciriaco LoPriore; 
dear sister of the late Nico-
la Luigi; cherished grand-
mother of Angelina Sas-
so, Raffaele C. LoPriore, 
Luciano F. LoPriore and 
Ciriaco F. LoPriore. She 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews. 

Family and friends will 
honor Filomena’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, (Ori-
ent Heights) East Boston, 
on Thursday, March 7th 

from 4 to 7 p.m. and again 
on Friday morning at 8:30 
before leaving in proces-
sion to Sacred Heart Par-
ish, East Boston for a Fu-
neral Mass celebrating her 
life at 10 a.m. Services will 
conclude with Filomena 
being laid to rest with her 
beloved husband and son 
at Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Everett. May they rest in 
peace. For more informa-
tion please visit www.rug-
gieromh.com.

Edward “Buddy” Glee-
son of Winthrop, former-
ly of East Boston, passed 
away peacefully on Febru-
ary 28. 

Edward was born in 
Boston on February 22, 
1934 to the late Francis 
and Josephine (Cahill) 
Gleeson. He grew up in a 
large Irish family and mar-
ried his loving “Betty.” He 
passed away peacefully at 
home after a brief illness. 
Edward had just celebrat-
ed his 90th birthday.

The beloved husband of 
over 60 years to the late 
Mary “Betty” Gleeson, he 
was the devoted father of 
Edward Gleeson of Win-
throp, Tracy Wilson and 
her husband, Kenneth of 
Hampton, NH, Doreen 
Gleeson and her loving 
companion, Charles Di-
Giacomo of Winthrop; 
dear brother of William 
Gleeson and his wife, Jo-
sephine of East Boston, 
Joanne Candelora and her 
husband, Frank of Revere 
and the late Frank, Mary, 
Joseph, John, Herbert, 
Theresa, Thomas, Kath-

erine and Elaine and he 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews. 

Family and friends 
will honor Edward’s life 
by gathering at the Rug-
giero Family Memorial 
Home, East Boston, today, 
Wednesday, March 6th 
from 9 to 11 a.m. followed 
by an 11 a.m. prayer ser-
vice in our serenity chap-
el. Services will conclude 
with Edward being laid to 
rest with his lovely wife 
Betty at Winthrop Cem-
etery, Belle Isle Section. 
To leave an online condo-
lence, please visit www.
ruggieromh.com.

Constance Agatha 
(Sparaco) McNeil of Win-
throp, formerly of East 
Boston, entered into eter-
nal rest on February 28 
surrounded by the love of 
her family at the age of 94. 

The devoted daughter 
of the late John and Lillian 
(Gazzaro) and sister of the 
late Agatha Boyd, she was 
the loving wife of the late 
James (Jim) McNeil with 
whom she shared 41 years 
of marriage; dedicated 
mother to Marissa Mad-
den and her husband, Pe-
ter of Reading, James (Ja-
mie) McNeil of Middleton 
and Nancy Famolare and 
her husband, Charles of 
Winthrop; proud Nana to 
Lauren Magro, Ashley 
Happy, Peter Madden, 
Kayla Famolare and Gi-
anna Famolare and great 
grandmother to Joey and 
Dylan Happy and Lilli and 

Violet Bemister. She is 
also survived by her loyal 
fur grandbaby, “Lizzy the 
Dog.”  

Family and friends 
honored Connie’s life by 
.gathering at St. Joseph 
- St. Lazarus Church, 59 
Ashley Street, East Bos-
ton, on Monday, March 
4th and again on Tues-
day, March 5th for a Fu-
neral Mass in the church. 
Services concluded with 
Connie being laid to rest 
at Winthrop Cemetery, 
near River Road and Cross 
Street, Winthrop.I

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation to St. 
Joseph / St. Lazarus Par-
ish, 59 Ashley Street, East 
Boston, or to a charity of 
your choice. 

For more information, 
please visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Massachusetts State 
Treasurer Deborah B. 
Goldberg has announced 
the latest grouping of 
names added to the state’s 
list of unclaimed property 
owners. Over 50,000 new 
properties worth millions 
of dollars are owed to in-
dividuals and businesses 
throughout the Common-
wealth.

“Did you know there is 
$3.4 billion in unclaimed 
property here in Massa-
chusetts? 1 in 10 people in 
this state are owed money 
and one of them could be 
you,” said Treasurer Deb-
orah B. Goldberg. “So 
check the list, go online, 
or call our office to search 
for your name and begin 
the process today.”

Unclaimed property in-
cludes forgotten savings 
and checking accounts, 
un-cashed checks, in-
surance policy proceeds, 
stocks, dividends, and the 
contents of unattended 
safe deposit boxes. Most 
accounts are considered 
abandoned and are turned 
over to the state after three 
years of inactivity. Last 
year, Treasury processed 
over 145,000 claims and 

returned $185 million in 
property to its rightful 
owners.

This newly released 
list includes only individ-
uals and businesses with 
unclaimed property over 
$100. Treasurer Goldberg 
urges all citizens to check 
the comprehensive list 
for all amounts at www.
findmassmoney.gov or 
call our live call center at 
1-888-344-MASS (6277).

The full list of the new 
individuals and business-
es added to the unclaimed 
property list will be pub-
lished in the Boston Globe 
on March 3rd and in the 
Boston Herald on March 
10th . In addition, the list 
of names will be pub-
lished in over 30 regional 
and local papers in fol-
lowing weeks.

The Treasury releas-
es an updated list of un-
claimed property assets 
every six months as the 
new accounts are turned 
over to the Common-
wealth. There is no time 
limit for a person to claim 
this property and, in many 
cases, claimants will re-
ceive interest.

Goldberg announces latest release 
of unclaimed property listings

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT
Docket No.
SU20P0215PM
In the matter of:
Arlene Welnicki
Of: Boston, MA
To the named 
Respondent and all 
other interested persons, 
you are hereby notified 
pursuant to Rule 72 
of the Supplemental 
Rules of the Probate & 
Family Court, that the 
1st and Final (amended) 
account(s) of Brian Mc-
Laughlin, Esq. of Boston, 
MA as Conservator of 
the property of said 
Respondent has or have 
been presented to the 
Court for allowance. 
You have the right to 

object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date 
of 03/28/2024. This day 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by 
which you have to object 
to the account(s). If you 
fail to file the written ap-
pearance and objection 
by the return date, action 
may be taken in this 
matter without further 
notice to you, including 
the allowance of the 
account(s).
Additionally, within thirty 
days after said return 
day (or within such other 
time as the Court upon 
motion may order), 
you must file a written 
affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts 
and grounds upon which 
each objection is based 
and a coy shall be served 
upon the Conservator 
pursuant to Rule 3 of 
the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 

Court.
You have the right to 
send to the Conservator, 
by registered or certified 
mail, a written request 
to receive a copy of the 
Petition and account(s) 
at no cost to you.
IMPORANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away 
the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer.  
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 26, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

03/06/24
EB

He also explained why 
the top addition deviates 
from the rest of the de-
sign, which Lynds men-
tioned was a question in 
other meetings. 

“We find that giving 
a bit of a more modern 
approach to the addition 
because it is different 
and not trying to again — 
these buildings are usual-
ly — we look at them as 
a three-story building but 
trying to give something 
that has a new fresh look 
at the top is something 
that we wanted to do,” 
said French. 

“It’s a more marketable 
thing for a wider array 
of the demographics and 
people that are looking for 
it,” he added. 

Later, Lynds went 
through the floor plans and 
elevations for the project 
and opened the floor to 
questions and comments. 

There were a few com-
ments regarding the de-
sign of the building. One 
attendee said, “Don’t love 
the stark difference be-
tween the top and the rest. 
Design is good, but it feels 
like the top is plopped on, 
and it doesn’t flow down 

smoothly to the rest.” 
Another attendee said, 

“I just think that the col-
or coordination — I just 
don’t think it matches. I 
just think the top should 
be — I mean, I guess 
that’s like a wood col-
or — I think it should be 
like a grayish color, like a 
gray, white color — It just 
doesn’t go.” 

In response, Lynds, in 
part, said that things like 
color and materials are 
subject to change based 
on BPDA design review. 

“If there’s concern over 
color or material, that can 
certainly be noted in the 
comments to the Board of 
Appeal and the BPDA,” 
said Lynds. 

Ultimately, those who 
participated in the GS-
CA’s vote on the project 
supported it by a count of 
8-3. However, it should be 
noted that in the GSCA’s 
letter of support sent to the 
Zoning Board of Appeal, 
residents who supported 
and opposed the project 
thought changes should 
be made to the design and 
color of the fourth floor. 
The next GSCA meeting 
is scheduled for March 25.

GSCA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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JPNA MEETING 
MARCH 11

Greetings Jeffries Point 
Neighbors!

We hope you are having 
a safe and warm start to 
2024 here in East Boston.  
Below is the agenda for 
the March 2024 month-
ly meeting of the Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood As-
sociation, scheduled for 

Monday, March 11, at 
7PM on ZOOM. All are 
welcome!

Registration Re-
quired at jeffriespoint.
org/2024/03/05/ jpna-
march-2024-monthly-
meeting/

In order to speak aloud 
as an abutter, you must 
live within the 300’ radius 
from the subject property 

AND you must register for 
this meeting by Sunday, 
March 10, at 7pm. Not 
sure if you’re an abutter? 
See website..

In order to qualify to 
vote at a voting meeting 
each person must be reg-
istered and join the meet-
ing as an individual. You 
will not be counted as 
an attendee at a meeting 

should you participate in 
the Zoom call as a couple 
or family.

Following is the meet-
ing agenda (subject to 
change):

JPNA Announcements/
Housekeeping

Police
Mayor’s Liaison, Man-

uela Villas Gomez
JPNA Election

Brian Gannon, Ward 
1 Democrats Announce-
ment

Bill Masterson, Tree 
Eastie

Emma Tavolieri, City 
of Boston, EV Charging 
Stations

Gabriela Coletta, Bos-
ton City Councilor

VOTE – 112 Marginal 
St – Third Presentation

Add living space 
through a rear addition, 
enabling a change of oc-
cupancy from a 1-family  
to a 3-family; erect a roof 
deck and rear addition 
onto the existing building

Developer: Jeff Drago 
& Tom Falcucci

Represented by: Jeff 
Drago

112 Abutter Presenta-
tion Kaitlyn Andryauskas

As a reminder, all ques-
tions will be handled via 
the Zoom chat feature. We 
ask all attendees to remain 
muted unless called upon 
to speak. Looking forward 
to “seeing” you all there.

WARD 1 
DEMOCRATIC 
CAUCUS MARCH 16

The Ward 1 Democrat-
ic Caucus will be held on 
March 16, at 10:00 at the 
Salesians Boys and Girls 
club at 150 Byron Street. 
Any registered Democrat 
can run to be elected or 
vote to elect delegates to 
the 2024 State Democratic 
Convention. Please reach 
out to Brian Gannon bri-
angannon.j@gmail.com 
with any questions.

CONSTRUCTION 
STARTS AT PARK

CHELSEA - Construc-
tion is slated to begin on 
Monday on a new pocket 
park in the Forsyth neigh-
borhood.

The new park is at the 
corner of Lafayette Av-
enue and Sturgis Street, 
and will enhance the 
safety, functionality, and 
aesthetics of the existing 
community open space 
in the Powder Horn Hill 
area while beautifying the 
neighborhood as part of 
the ARPA-funded Strat-
egies for the Open Space 
Community Investments. 
The city’s contractor for 
this project is JJ Phelan 
Construction. 

Construction work will 
start on Monday, March 4, 
with possible mobilization 
of equipment beginning 
on Friday, March 1, ac-
cording to city officials. 
Construction hours will 
be from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through Fri-
day. Bi-directional traffic 
around the construction 
site will be maintained at 
all times, and police de-
tails will be present during 
construction hours. Pedes-
trian detours are expected 
to happen around the con-
struction site. 

The first two weeks of 
the construction schedule 
will include setting up a 
perimeter construction 
fence, a demo of the side-
walk and staircase, and ex-
cavating for retaining wall 
footings

Community Preserva-
tion Act funds are being 
used to fund a portion of 
the project, which will in-
clude a seating area, bike 
rack, shade trees, and 
green infrastructure. The 
triangular parcel is located 
uphill from Carter Heights 
Apartments where Forsyth 
Street becomes Sturgis 
Street and extends to La-
fayette Avenue.

In related construction 
news, construction has 
been completed regard-
ing the historic staircase 
at Franklin Avenue and 
Spruce Street, connecting 
Franklin Avenue to La-
fayette Avenue, and the 
lighting was connected to 
power last week. There 
are still a few outstanding 
pieces to finalize for the 
city to announce its full 
completion and remove 
the temporary fencing in 
the staircase area.

PUTTING NUMBERS 
ON HOUSES

EVERETT - In her 
campaign for a seat on the 

City Council, now-Coun-
cilor-at-Large Katy Rog-
ers noticed that several 
residences in Everett did 
not have house numbers 
on them.

To address that situa-
tion, Rogers has reached 
out to the Everett Fire De-
partment to allocate funds 
from its grant program to 
assists seniors in need of 
house numbers on their 
properties.

“During the campaign 
season, I learned that many 
house numbers are miss-
ing on various buildings 
in Everett,” Rogers said at 
Monday’s Council meet-
ing. “I had discussions 
with some of our safety 
officials who agreed that it 
is a safety hazard because 
it does make it difficult for 
all departments in safety 
to identify addresses.”

Rogers said that under 
Massachusetts law it is a 
requirement that residenc-
es must be able to be iden-
tified by house numbers.

“In lieu of emphasizing 
enforcement on some-
thing so small, it would be 
preferable to collaborate 
with existing departments 
in the city to ensure that 
some of our most vulner-
able residents have ac-
cess to house numbers,” 
said Rogers, adding that 
seniors or residents with 
disabilities should be able 
to call 311 for assistance 
in the placement on house 
numbers on buildings.

Rogers said she has cor-
responded with [Deputy 
Fire Chief] Will Hurley 
and [Director of Constit-
uent Services/311] Chad 
Luongo, “who agreed that 
it would be a pretty simple 
process in setting some-
thing up” for the installa-
tion of house numbers.

Council President Rob-
ert Van Campen praised 
Rogers’ motion, calling it 
“a great proposal.”

The Council voted 
unanimously to refer the 
proposal to Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria’s administra-
tion for further action and 
eventual implementation 
of the house-numbers pro-
gram.

HOTEL PROPOSED 
ON SQUIRE ROAD

REVERE - A five-story, 
104-room boutique hotel 
proposed for 185 Squire 
Road has the support of 
the ward councillor.

The council heard from 
the developers of the ho-
tel, who are requesting a 
special permit to recon-
struct and expand an exist-
ing non-conforming build-

ing on Squire Road.
Lou Markakis, the 

president of the Lynnway 
Associates Group, said 
the proposed new own-
er and developer of the 
parcel, Jewel Saaed, has 
been working with city 
officials, departments, and 
boards to refine the plans 
over the past six months.

“This particular plan 
has been well vetted and 
scrutinized, and we appre-
ciate the volume of input 
and constructive criticism 
we have received from 
everyone,” said Marakis. 
“185 Squire Road is cur-
rently a two-story mixed-
use building built around 
1965 that is currently out-
dated and underutilized.”

The property is in a 
Highway Business zone, 
which allows for a hotel 
use by right as a permitted 
use. Markakis said other 
allowable uses in the zone 
include gas stations, fu-
neral homes, parking lots, 
and parking structures.

“What we propose is 
consistent with the char-
acter of the area and the 
corridor, and we think it 
is beneficial to the com-
munity as a whole,” said 
Markakis. 

The current plans call 
for vehicles to come off 
Squire Road onto Lech-
mere Street, where they 
will be met by a valet ser-
vice. Markakis said there 
are also plans to oper-
ate two shuttle buses for 
guests 24 hours per day to 
take them to public trans-
portation, Revere Beach, 
and other locations.

Markakis noted that ho-
tels generally provide the 
highest income for cities, 
while having the lowest 
drain on public services.

Ward 6 Councillor Chris 
Giannino said he has been 
in contact with developers 
about the project for the 
past several months.

“They have been very 
helpful and very open, 
and I’m in support of the 
plan 100 percent right now 
from what I am seeing on 
it,” he said. “I think it will 
bring a lot of income for 
the city and a lot of posi-
tives.”

Councillor-at-Large 
Juan Pablo Jaramillo said 
he would like to see a third 
shuttle bus at the hotel for 
use by residents who live 
in the area.

Ward 5 Councillor An-
gela Guarino-Sawaya said 
she supports the project, 
adding that she wouldn’t 
mind seeing an extra floor 
with the addition of a roof-
top bar.

“I’ve had a lot of people 

ask about a rooftop bar in 
the city,” she said.

Ward 1 Councillor Jo-
anne McKenna said she 
believes the project will 
be beneficial to the entire 
city, and help with the 
revitalization of Squire 
Road.

Councillor-at-Large 
Michelle Kelley said she 
did have some concerns 
about the size of the proj-
ect, and would feel better 
if there was more outreach 
to the residential neigh-
borhood across the street.

Markakis said the de-
velopers would be willing 
to meet with those resi-
dents about the project.

The special permit re-
quest will be going be-
fore the council’s zoning 
subcommittee on March 4 
before coming back to the 
full council for a potential 
vote.

SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE TO 
CONSIDER 
ADDITIONAL 
HALF DAY FOR 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS

WINTHROP - The 
school district is looking 
to potentially add a half 
day for its elementary 
schools to the calendar in 
June.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Superintendent of 
Schools Lisa Howard said 
she will be back at the next 

meeting with more specif-
ic information, although 
she said it looks like that 
half day could be on June 
5.

“We want to add a half 
day for the elementary 
schools only to the calen-
dar,” Howard said. “The 
purpose of that half day is 
going to be very specific 
training on a newly adopt-
ed ELA curriculum.”

Howard said the dis-
trict has not yet chosen 
and adopted a new ELA 
and reading curriculum, 
but she said teachers, ad-
ministrators, and staff are 
going through options and 
should soon have a pre-
sentation before the school 
committee on a preferred 
curriculum option.

In other business, How-
ard said the district is in 
the midst of continuing 
its PowerSchool training. 
The new student informa-
tion software will be im-
plemented for the 2024-25 
school year, she said.

“It takes a full year to 
train everyone and take all 
of our data and get it tran-
sitioned into the new sys-
tem,” said Howard.

The PowerSchool soft-
ware is more powerful 
than the current school 
information system and 
provides more communi-
cations opportunities for 
families and staff, Howard 
said.

Later in the year, there 
will be training opportu-
nities for families to learn 
how to use the new sys-

tem, she added.
During February va-

cation, there was a major 
wifi upgrade at the Gor-
man Fort Banks School 
using federal Covid relief 
funds.

“We needed all new ac-
cess points,” said Howard. 
“There is a lot of difficulty 
in that building because of 
the cement walls.”

Howard said the issues 
with the service didn’t 
have to do with the band-
width, but with issues get-
ting the wifi connections 
through certain walls in 
the school.

Howard said the district 
will also be using some of 
its ESSER III Covid relief 
funds to purchase a new 
server for the district.

“One of the servers that 
we thought was going to 
get us through the school 
year is flashing us that it 
will not,” said Howard. 

It is anticipated that the 
server will be replaced 
during April vacation.

The superintendent not-
ed that the next meeting 
of the school committee’s 
budget subcommittee is 
scheduled for March 6. 
Howard said the admin-
istration will have more 
detail on the budget and 
should have details on 
what will be required for 
a level-services budget for 
the 2024-25 school year. 
She said there will like-
ly be more information 
about what is required for 
a needs-based budget at a 
future meeting.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIESRESEARCH STUDY: Testosterone treatment in men 

with back pain who use opioids for pain control

You are invited to participate in a clinical research study at 
the Brigham and Women’s Hospital. Investigators are eval-
uating the effect of testosterone treatment on back pain in 

men who use opioids for pain control. Your participation 
may help men with chronic back pain and low testosterone.

Participation includes:

For more information, please call: 617-278-0722 
or Email: lchammas@bwh.harvard.edu

• 6 to 8 study visits
• Financial compensation of up 
to $935
• Free parking / meal vouchers 
for visits that require fasting

You may be eligible to participate 
in this study:
• If you are a man aged 18 or older
• If you have history of back pain
• If you are receiving opioid to 
treat your pain

RMA STUDENTS CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY

COURTESY PHOTO

As part of their Black History Month celebrations, Rumney Marsh Academy hosted Project 
Misik, to demonstrate traditional music and dances for the students to learn about and 
participate in. Shown above, Project Misik dancer leads students in a  traditional Haitian 
folk dance in the RMA Gymnasium. 

News in Brief

PLEASE VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM
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JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT
HOME 

REPAIR & 
IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

ROOFING

ROOFING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

YOUR 
AD 

HERE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING 
SERVICES

PLASTERING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING
RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES

Mowing - Weeding
Trimming: Bushes Shrubs

Everywhere in Front & Back Yard
New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work

Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588 OR EMAIL 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

Delco Utilities, Inc.

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICES

P.O. Box 2111
Peabody, MA 01960

delcomail238@gmail.com

David F. Delaney | 617-803-3812
Al Peters | 781-258-9140ISMA CERTIFIED  FULLY INSURED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MA #E32101
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Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20
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Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20
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Roong & Masonry Corp.

(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT 
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT • PAINTING • 

SIDING • FOUNDATIONS

Chimney 
Repair

New Roof

617-377-0527617-377-0527
75 Somerset Rd., Brookline, MA  02445

www.bestbostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

Siding

Foundations

20

Chimney Repairs
Gutters

Carpentry
Roof Repairs
Replacement

Painting • Siding
Foundations

617-377-0527
Call for a FREE Estimate!

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

2 Col. x 1 inch
$120.00

for 3 Months
($10/wk)

------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588 .
 ------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call our 
classified department. Call 781-485-
0588.

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416

Your YearYour Year
Your CostYour Cost

JOIN THE 
INDEPENDENT 

2024 AD 
CAMPAIGN

Jan. — Dec. 
2024

ONE FULL 
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advertis-
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THE REVERE JOURNAL | THE EVERETT INDEPENDENT 
THE WINTHROP TRANSCRIPT | THE EAST BOSTON 
TIMES | THE LYNN JOURNAL | THE CHELSEA RECORD
THE BOSTON SUN | THE CHARLESTOWN PATRIOT BRIDGE
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JAMAICA PLAIN GAZETTE | MISSION HILL GAZETTE

Choose from any 4 Options for an insightful 
year of news, sports, and social gatherings 

from your Hometown Newspapers

2 Payments of $1,011.50
1st due Jan. 31, 2023     2nd due June 31, 2023

We accept all major Credit Cards

The Year of the Wood Dragon

With options to change Publications on each run

Call your Ad Rep at  
Or Reach them on Email! Tap on Your rep below to start sending an email!

Maureen DiBella | Sioux Gerow | Deb DiGregorio

per paper
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3col x 10 in.
5.14” by 10” high

COLOR
— broadsheet size —

5 per 
CALENDAR YEAR

3col x 5 in.
6.0832” by 5” high

COLOR
— tab size —

1

52 WEEKS
Business Card Size

3.37” by 2” high

2

26 WEEKS
2col x 3 in.

3.37” by 3” high
COLOR

2 ADS/MONTH

1 AD/MONTH
2col x 5 in.
3.37” by 5” high

COLOR
— broadsheet size —
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Option

Option

AUTO FOR SALE
2015 Hyundai Sonata - 130K miles, 
well maintained, new brakes, new 
rotors, new battery. $7000. Please call 
for more details. 857-417-5967
2/29

AUTO FOR SALE

Joint Committee on Ways and Means to hold budget hearing in Gloucester
The Joint Committee on 

Ways and Means will hold 
a hearing on Governor 
Maura Healey’s FY2025 
budget proposal, covering 
the topics of economic de-
velopment, housing, and 
labor. State Representative 
Ann-Margaret Ferrante 
(D-Gloucester) and State 
Senator Lydia Edwards 
(D-Boston) will co-chair 
the hearing. The hearing 
will be open to the public 
for viewing; testimony is 
by invitation only.  

“The state budget is the 
most important piece of 
legislation that is passed 
annually because it funds 
almost all aspects of the 
Commonwealth’s func-
tions and programs. Al-
though those testifying 
will include Constitu-
tional officers such as 
the Attorney General, 
Secretariats of Econom-
ic Development, Labor 
and Workforce, Housing 
and Livable Communities 
and agencies, this hear-

ing gives the public the 
opportunity to view the 
budget process,” said Rep. 
Ann-Margaret Ferran-
te (D-Gloucester). “I’m 
pleased that my constitu-
ents, the residents of Cape 
Ann, will have the ability 
to see the budget process 
up close and personal, es-
pecially as we hear testi-
mony on how and where 
the Commonwealth in-
tends to spend its resourc-
es.” 

“As co-chair of this crit-

ical hearing on the FY2025 
state budget, I’m honored 
to provide a platform for 
public engagement in our 
budgetary process. This 
hearing isn’t just about 
numbers; it’s about the 
future we’re collectively 
shaping. By opening the 
doors to transparency and 
accountability, we em-
power our constituents to 
actively participate in de-
cisions that impact their 
lives,” said Senator Lydia 
Edwards (D-Boston). 

The Joint Commit-
tee on Ways and Means 
hearing on the FY2025 
state budget is on Friday, 
March 8, at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Gloucester City Hall 
– Kyrouz Auditorium, 9 
Dale Avenue. 

Involved are Joint 
Committee on Ways and 
Means, Office of the At-
torney General, Executive 
Office of Economic De-
velopment, Office of Con-
sumer Affairs and Busi-
ness Regulation, Dept. of 

Business Development, 
Executive Office of Hous-
ing and Livable Commu-
nities, Dept. of Housing 
and Community Devel-
opment, Executive Office 
of Labor and Workforce 
Development, Board of 
Library Commissioners, 
Mass. Cultural Council, 
Commission on the Status 
of Women, Cannabis Con-
trol Commission.
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By Cary Shuman

Dave and Hayley De-
meter truly enjoyed their 
experience living on Ad-
miral’s Hill and being part 
of the Chelsea community.

A brilliant, young cou-
ple who met during their 
freshman year in 2003 at 
prestigious Ivy League 
school, Cornell Univer-
sity, and got married in 
2013, the Demeters came 
to Chelsea after learning 
about Admiral’s Hill from 
Dave’s father, Steve De-
meter.

“The way we came to 
Admiral’s Hill was my 
father was familiar with 
Admiral’s Hill because his 
mother was a nurse at the 
Chelsea Naval Hospital 
and my grandfather was 
coming back from World 
War II as a U.S. Naval 
veteran,” explained De-
meter. “They met at the 
Chelsea Naval Hospital 
on the Hill. They moved 
back to Oregon and then 
to Everett, and that’s how 
we knew about Admiral’s 
Hill.”

One of the reasons 
Dave, who works in real 
estate, and Hayley, who 
works at technology com-

pany in Boston, was that 
they wanted to be closer to 
the city.

The Demeters original-
ly lived on Boatswains 
Way at the top of Admi-
ral Hill. “We loved it. We 
saw that unit at night and 
fell in love with the Hill, 
the views, and the neigh-
borhood,” said Dave. 
“We lived there for four 
years and then we stum-
bled across this unit [at 51 
Breakwater Drive].”

“We were just on a 
walk around the neigh-
borhood,” recalled Hay-
ley. “There was an Open 
House for two townhous-
es, and because this was 
the end-unit, it was a 
no-brainer for us.”

The Demeters pur-
chased the townhouse at 
51 Breakwater Drive five 
years ago, totally renovat-
ing the unit. Their affinity 
for life in Chelsea contin-
ued, notably dining at lo-
cal restaurants.

“We loved living here 
on the Hill,” said Dave. 
“We love Chelsea. We 
love Chelsea Station 
Restaurant. Las Delisias 
on Broadway is one of 
my absolute favorites. 
New Bridge Café is great. 

Starbucks and Aloe Nat-
ural are superb choices. 
Lime, Ciao – Chelsea has 
awesome food establish-
ments.”

Dave said he has seen 
positive changes in Chel-
sea during the past ten 
years. “It’s a great city. It’s 
changed, because it’s kept 
its small-city feel. We’ve 
made great friends in the 
neighborhood and in Ever-
ett and Charlestown. Ad-
miral’s Hill is the central 
point for our friends. We 
have a great park [Mary 
O’Malley Park]. It’s such 
a great place for people to 
meet, with all the avail-
able parking as opposed to 
other communities.”

A spectacular residence
Dave and Hayley De-

meter have lived in a 
spacious and spectacular 
four-floor, three-bedroom, 
2.5-bath, 2,434 square-
foot, fully finished town-
house on the Hill. 

The Demeters installed 
an amazing home office, a 
gym, and utility room on 
the first floor. The kitchen, 
which is five-centimeter 
marble with custom cabi-
netry, and living room are 
on the main floor, with 

a deck overlooking the 
backyard. The third floor 
has a master bedroom 
and a guest bedroom. The 
fourth floor has a third 
bedroom.

A decision to relocate 
The Demeters are leav-

ing Admiral’s Hill and re-
locating to Essex (Mass.) 
where they have pur-
chased a home. They have 
brought in well-known 
real estate agent Jeff Bow-
en to market their Chelsea 
townhouse at 51 Breakwa-
ter Drive.

“When we moved to 
Chelsea – well, you can’t 
move into this city without 
knowing who Jeff Bowen 
is, just from real estate. 

When you’re looking at 
real estate, Jeff is associat-
ed with all things Chelsea 
real estate. He came very 
highly recommended.”

Bowen is excited about 
the opportunity to help the 
Demeters sell their amaz-
ing residence.

“It’s a fabulous, cor-
ner-end unit,” said Bow-
en, who attended Saint 
Rose School in Chelsea. 
“It’s the largest unit in 
the whole Admiral’s Hill 
row.”

Bowen listed the De-
meters’ Admiral’s Hill 
property on the market for 
$900,000 and it sold in five 
days. “Chelsea is experi-
encing a resurgence,” said 
Bowen. “The casino/resort 

has helped raise Chelsea’s 
visibility. There are people 
who never would’ve come 
to this area that have now 
become familiar with all 
that Chelsea has to offer.”

“We set a record with  
the property selling in  
five days, because of the 
work that Dave and Hay-
ley have done with the 
property,” said Bowen. 
“there are still 3 units left 
for sale.”

(Jeffrey Bowen of E 
Realty Advisors Inc. can 
be reached for info and 
showings at 781-201-9488 
and jeff@chelseareales-
tate.com AdmiralsHill.
com)

Chelsea real estate broker Bowen
helps couple achieve their dream

Jeff Bowen (left) of E Realty Advisors joins Hayley Demeter and Dave Demeter inside their 
beautifully designed kitchen at the townhouse at 51 Breakwater Drive on Admirals Hill.

Dave Demeter and Hayley Demeter enjoyed their residency on Admiral’s Hill. The Deme-
ters are pictured outside their spectacular townhouse located at 51 Breakwater Drive.
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MADNESS

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-cil listened intently Mon-day night as Brian Dakin, construction manager for the new Revere High School project, gave a de-tailed presentation on all aspects of the project, from the timeline for design and construction, to the costs, and the three construction options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide presentation to comple-ment his remarks. For the parents of schoolchildren watching at home, it had to be breathtaking to view the incredible plans for the potential $394 million project. State reimburse-ment would be about $163 million.
“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo announced Revere will ob-serve Martin Luther King Day with “A Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.”, a multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between Revere Public Schools and the City’s Human Rights Commission that will fea-ture music, discussion, and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-vere  and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Council-or Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first wom-an and the first person of color to represent the dis-trict.  
“I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to 
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Council hears presentation on new Revere High School project

Arrigo announces grant program to support local businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new 
Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY CENTERS
Cambridge Health Al-liance (CHA) Women’s Health Centers have a new name. All three cen-ters in Cambridge, Somer-ville and Revere are now called CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers. CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers fo-cus on providing safe and equitable gynecological, reproductive health as well as prenatal and post-natal care. “We care about all of our patients, every day,” said Kate Harney, MD, CHA’s chief of ob-stetrics and gynecology. In 2021, CHA’s Labor, Delivery and Postpar-tum services were named among the top 100 in the country by Newsweek magazine. This recogni-tion, along with a Leap-frog A grade and distin-guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying 

or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling 

agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for 

you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur508.677.5570Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public playground at the Susan B Anthony Complex was empty, filled with snow, instead of playful students Friday morning as Thursday evening’s storm continued to blanket the City Friday morning. 
Shown right, a resident awaits an Uber in the snow.Shown below, early morning on Union Street as the snow starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes Senator-Elect Edwards following election

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional Vocational High School Committee member An-thony Caggiano is urging Revere residents to vote on Jan. 25 in favor of the new high school project that is being planned for the current site in Wake-field.
The referendum will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the St. Anthony’s Church bingo hall. New Elections Commissioner Paul Fahey will oversee the election in Revere. The other 11 com-munities in the district will also be voting on Jan. 25.“The vibes that [North-east] Supt. David DiBarri and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is that they seem very sup-portive of the building of a new [Northeast] high school,” said Caggiano.Caggiano said con-struction costs for the new school would be $317 million, of which the state reimbursement is $141 million. He said that Re-vere’s share of the project would be approximately $1.8 million per year for 20 years.
“The new high school would be built on top of the hill on the Northeast campus where the football field [Breakheart Stadium] is,” said Caggiano. “Once construction is finished, the old school would be demolished. We would then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old school.”
The new Northeast Re-gional high school would have an enrollment of 1,600 students, an increase from the current enroll-ment of 1,300 students.“Revere currently has the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-rigo and the Revere De-partment of Planning and Community Develop-ment (DPCD) announced $415,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to es-tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-gram is aimed at microen-terprises and aims to help those small entrepreneurs as they withstand the con-tinued pressures of operat-ing in a COVID environ-ment. Micro-enterprises are defined as businesses 
See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 
rising number of COVID 
cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 
towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 
we all enjoyed over the 
summer months. 

According to the Direc-
tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 
Clinical Services

Meredith Hurley, RN, 
MPH, the weekly positive 
test rate jumped 82 percent 
when comparing the week 
ending January 1 with the 
week ending December 25.

For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 
residents were tested for 
COVID and 15.8 percent 
were found to be positive. 
This was an 82 percent 
spike from the 8.7 percent 
that tested positive the 
week prior. 

Six percent more resi-
dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 
January 1 so it seems the 
Omnicron variant, which 
makes up nearly all new 
cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 
town. 

The number of con-
firmed cases jumped from 
280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 
Committee met on Jan. 10, 
where the dominant theme 
of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 
to be attended by newly 
elected Town Council Pres. 
James Letterie and School 
Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 
Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 
and members Gus Martucci 
and Suzanne Swope.

Supt. Lisa Howard con-
gratulated and welcomed 
the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-
ed a level of student and 
staff absences never before 
seen in the district. The 
town had predicted a spike 
due to holiday gatherings, 
especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 
rise, but nothing like this.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the 
district was missing 446 
students (almost a quarter 
of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 
While the student absences 
seemed to level off in the 
following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 
$5,000 grant award from 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation for 
FKO’s scholarship program 
to cover tuition costs for 
families in need.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this generous grant 
which expanded access to 
safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 
for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
FKO Executive Director. 
100% of grant funding was 
used to provide scholarship 
assistance that allows low 
and moderate income and 
at-risk school-aged youth 
from Winthrop access to 
quality out-of-school time 
enrichment.

FKO collaborates with 
Winthrop Public Schools 
and other community and 
government partners to 
design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 
of local youth. Through its 
longstanding contract with 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care, FKO provides 
low-income families with 
subsidized programming 
and through its contract 
with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 
Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect, living 
in foster care, or exposed 
to trauma. Together, these 
collaborations help FKO 
connect Winthrop youth to 
safe, healthy enrichment 
opportunities.

With this generous fund-
ing from the East Boston 
Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 
2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 
appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 
dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 
prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 
home in one of the most beautiful 
tree-lined streets in East Milton. 
This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 
street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 
space is yours in this beautifully 
renovated single-family home 
on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens
617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 
home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 
This home features 15 rooms, 7 
bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 
throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 
of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000
Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 
the Street from the Ocean 
with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 
rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 
so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 
Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 
lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 
garage! This home features 
10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 
full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET
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TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 
Terence Delehanty and the 
Town of Winthrop wish 
to provide residents with 
an update on property tax 
bills.

Due to a software er-
ror, third-quarter tax bills 
displayed a 2021 assessed 
value on tax bills rather 
than the 2022 values they 
should have displayed. 
However, the amount due 
listed on individual bills is 
correct.

The Town of Winthrop 
has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 
caused by this error, and 
encourage residents to 
reach out if they have any 
questions,” Delehanty said. 
“However, they should 
rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 
WPS sees historic 
staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Bowdoin Street may have 
showed signs of a wintery 
cold day on the outside, but 
all are warmly welcomed 
inside.
Shown right, Matteo Cantu 
was out with his dad Dane, 
building a snow castle.
Shown below, residents 
make their way Winthrop’s 
boat launching ramp for a 
boat ride. See more photos 
on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 
The COVID 19 virus continues to spread across the North End and the surrounding area with 2 out of every 10 residents tested for the virus last week turning out to be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate citywide as Boston hospitals deal with the latest surge. According to the weekly report released Monday by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC), 3,278     North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and Downtown residents were tested and 22 percent were posi-tive. This was a 46 percent increase from the 15.1 percent that tested positive between December 27 and January 3. The weekly positive test rate is up 127 percent in the area since December 27. Seven hundred twenty-one additional residents have been infected with the virus between January 3 and January 10 and the total number of cases in the area increased to 6,419 cases overall since the pandemic began.
(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make 

a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston 

Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.
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By John Lynds
Tuesday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to represent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cambridge, Revere and Winthrop for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house cleaners can write laws: they know as workers, as women, as immigrants and people of color, about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government needs to do more to guarantee their rights and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what it’s like to be unable to afford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)Area’s COVID positive test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now Senator-Elect Edwards

Special to the Journal

The City of Lynn Planning De-partment announces the member-ship of the Vision Lynn Steering Committee, which will guide the community engagement for the City’s first ever comprehensive plan, Vision Lynn. The Commit-tee’s 34 members will assist the Planning Department in design-ing a robust, inclusive, year-long community conversation about Lynn’s future and ensuring the final document is consistent with the feedback collected. 
The Steering Committee is predominantly made up of com-munity members, but will also be joined by two Councilors (to be announced) and Planning Board Chair Bob Stilian. Several rep-resentatives from City staff will also participate, including Lynn Public Schools Superintendent Patrick Tutwiler, Director of Elder Services Christopher Go-mez-Farewell, Diversity, Eq-uity and Inclusion Coordinator Faustina Cuevas, and represen-

tatives from the Mayor’s Office, the Economic Development and Industrial Corporation/Lynn (EDIC/Lynn), and Lynn Hous-ing Authority and Neighborhood Development (LHAND). A full list of Steering Committee mem-bers is available below and on the project website, LynnInCom-mon.com/Vision-Lynn.
The Steering Committee mem-bers each bring rich connections to the community and unique perspectives. As a whole, the Committee speaks 11 languages and a majority identify as people of color. There are also repre-

sentatives who are foreign-born, lifelong Lynners, members of the LGBQTIA+ community, par-ents, elders, youth, and residents of each ward.
Establishing the Steering Committee is the first major step in the creation of Lynn’s first comprehensive plan, which was a key priority for Former Mayor Thomas McGee from the begin-ning of his administration. “We have been able to put together a diverse, talented Steering Com-mittee with deep community 
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 

February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 

February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
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Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
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Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
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GRAND OPENING

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Rincon Macorisano with State Rep. Peter Capano, Ward 3 Councilor Coco Alinsug, Mayor Jared Nicholson, NSLBA President Frances Martinez, and Rincon owners, Teresa and Basilio Encarnacion. See Page 5 for more photos.

City announces Vision Lynn Steering Committee

Please see COMMITTEE Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Michelle Roach of Lynn, head coach of the Peabody High School girls hockey team, has been selected as the MIAA Coach of the Year for the 2020-21 season.
“It’s quite the honor to re-ceive,” Roach humbly told the Lynn Journal this week.
Roach is an alumna of St. Mary’s High School where she was the captain of the first-ever girls hockey team in the 2001-02 season. She also served as an assistant hockey coach at St. Mary’s and was inducted into the St. Mary’s Varsity Club Hall of Fame in 2016.

St. Mary’s Director of Athlet-ics Jeff Newhall congratulated his fellow alumnus on receiving the esteemed statewide honor.
“We in the St. Mary’s com-munity congratulate Michelle on receiving this prestigious award from the MIAA,” said Newhall. “Michelle was an outstanding 

player and assistant coach in our girls hockey program and con-tinues to be a great role model for student-athletes. We wish her continued success in her profes-sional career and coaching en-deavors.”
Following her outstanding ca-reer at St. Mary’s, Roach went on to play three seasons in the St. Michael’s College women’s 

Michelle Roach named 
MIAA Girls Hockey 
Coach of the Year

Please see ROACH  Page 7

Michelle Roach.

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 
Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 
Army watches over Everett 
as the snow falls last Friday 
morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do without. Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to Colombia’s vibrant cul-ture, colors, sounds and dense natural scenery. For this mural at Ashley and Boardman, Ortiz took both of these factors and put them down taking nature’s elements from Eastie.This is not the first time Redgate has com-missioned local artists for work in the commu-nity. The developer hired cross-medium artist Mia Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting which is the signature feature of Addison Street project’s lobby.  Cross, a Boston-based artist who is originally from Framingham – has been featured in numer-ous galleries and exhibits throughout New England and New York, and her work lives in private col-lections throughout Eu-rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in Orient Heights knows the area near the Marty Pino Community Center where Ashley Street dumps out onto Boardman can be a dangerous area for pedes-trians and motorists. With a community cen-ter and neighboring Noyes Park hosting hundreds of children each week once the weather gets warm the city has heard enough complaints about the in-tersection to begin trying something different. Since last March the Boston Transportation Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic calming measures includ-ing installing permanent traffic cones to demon-strate the city’s plan to transform the triangular intersection into a more user friendly area for mo-torists and pedestrians. Recently, Redgate, the developers of the 230-unit apartment community on Addison Street, teamed up with the City of Bos-ton’s Tactical Urbanism Initiative to create a safer intersection at Ashley and Boardman streets.Redgate commissioned celebrated Colombian art-ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-fic cones into a work of art. 
Ortiz’s now completed mural incorporates imag-ery of native wildlife from Belle Isle Marsh into a public art piece for all to enjoy while drawing atten-tion to the traffic calming measures that have been deployed by the city. The commissioning of Ortiz was part of a com-munity benefits mitigation package in connection with Redgate’s Addison Street project and was funded through the Addi-son project in collabora-tion with the tactical ur-banism initiative 

“The place we have created at Addison is very welcoming and hopefully inspiring to the artist com-munity, and these won-derful pieces of public art reflect that idea,” said Da-mian Szary, a Principal at Redgate. “Felipe’s street mural not only has created great beauty for all of East Boston to appreciate, but it will actually contribute to improved public safety at the Ashley and Boardman intersection.”Ortiz’s unique murals are a fusion of artistic themes representing the urban scenery from the U.S., its vast landscape, and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston Licensing Board approved plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ restaurant on the corner of Border and Decatur Street inside a commercial space created by NOAH (East Boston Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) as part of its Coppersmith Village project. According to the pro-posal before the Licensing Board last week, Pearl & Lime Restaurant, which will be managed and part-ly owned  by lifelong East-ie resident Vanik Hacopi-an, plans to obtain a seven day all alcoholic license for the planned 3,626 square foot restaurant. At-torney Andrew Upton told the board his clients plan to create 3,071 square feet inside and an additional 555 square foot season-al outdoor patio with 40 seats. Upton said the patio would close by 10 a.m. but the indoor portion of the restaurant would remain open until 1 a.m. “Pearl and Lime is a fresh pan-Latin concept with neighborhood price points and a commit-

ment to being part of the community,” said Upton. “Fresh food and a com-fortable modern atmo-sphere and decor will be the calling cards of this new neighborhood restau-rant. The character and fitness of this applicant is clear. This is the team that’s behind Pearl and Lime in Quincy and are a family friendly, fresh pan-Latin concept that has become a neighborhood fixture and has had no vio-lations or complaints from their neighbors. They’ve proven this concept and are excited about this East Boston location. Further their landlord, NOAH, has chosen this team due to their sensitivity to the res-idents, the neighbors and the community.”The planned restaurant approved last week re-ceived support from City Councilor Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro as well as the Maverick Square Neighborhood As-sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to repre-sent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house clean-ers can write laws: they know as workers, as wom-en, as immigrants and people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and they know when our gov-ernment needs to do more to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-ford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s rent, to live each day breathing in air pol-lution and to worry about tomorrow as the sea levels continue to rise. Together, with our pain and purpose, we will fight for laws and the social conditions that protect people, communi-ties and our planet. I am excited for the journey ahead.”
The election took place across the district during Tuesday’s frigid state gen-eral election and included Wards and Precincts in Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-jtop, the North End, Bea-con Hill, Bay Village, Chinatown, the South End and Cambridgeport. With no Republican challenger on the ballot Edwards’s win was all but guaranteed Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-vere School Committee member Anthony D’Am-brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik Hacopian talks about his new restaurant concept at last week’s Licensing Board hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 
on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 
on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.
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The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 
beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 
Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 
(right) listens as Eugene 
O’Flaherty reads a proc-
lamation honoring the 
Rev. Healy’s outstanding 
service to the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home where he 
served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge
Just a few weeks ago, Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, Peru, where he cared for indige-nous residents in a makeshift clinic in an abandoned warehouse with-out modern tools or electricity.  Making the best of rudimentary resources, he and his team pushed three chairs together to form an exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to provide expert medical care to local patients, many of whom are migrant workers and families of the remote villages in Central and South America.  Seeing firsthand the disparities in healthcare access and technology in non-industrial-ized countries has inspired the pri-mary care sports medicine doctor to do more.
“The nearest hospital for most people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough to have transportation,” says Dr. Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians Group doctor who was introduced to the volunteer program when working as an urgent care phy-sician in New York City several years ago. “In these remote com-munities, we see a lot of dietary, skeletal and muscular issues. We bring what supplies and medica-tions we can with us, but it never feels like enough. More volunteers are needed to meet people where they live and provide the care these residents need to survive.” Dr. Mulroy typically sees patients at the North Shore Physicians Group practice in Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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charlestown

CNC CORNERThe Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development 

Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 

at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences 

building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will 

be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 

Medford Street, Charlestown.
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ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  

WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,
PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow 

Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds
The Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) will be hosting a virtual Impact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-ing on the Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic Avenue project. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 from  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-1Kh to participate. However, the BPDA advised that this meeting will be different from that of a traditional com-munity meeting. As part of the development review process, IAG members work closely with BPDA staff to identify the impacts of a project and recommend appro-priate community benefits to off-set those impacts. IAG meetings prioritize discussion between the developer and IAG members.Developers looking to convert a 60,089 square foot parcel in an industrial corner of Charlestown between Sullivan Square and Somerville into a 25-story mixed-use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency in November. 
The filing for the project at 1 Mystic Ave. triggered a public comment period under the BPDA’s Article 80 Large Project Review and residents can submit com-ments until January 26 at http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/one-mys-tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the BPDA back in January the devel-opers, One Mystic Owner, have made changes to the project after meetings with the community and BPDA. 
When the developer filed its PNF, they looked to construct 695 residential units in a 29 story building with ground food com-mercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site cur-rently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on Sullivan Square project

(PEru Pg. 8)

(BPDa Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn 
of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 
administration, as well as amid 
an influx of new blood into the 
City Council.

 “I’m really proud of my 
new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 
They really care about the city 
and their neighborhoods. And 
I’m equally proud of the current 
councilors and look forward to 
a productive term working with 
Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 
was unanimously voted in as the 
new council president for a two-
year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 
to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter. 
“Lights in the Necklace” is a 
unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 
trees, in the Emerald Necklace 
will be awash with an emerald 
glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 
celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 
bring visitors together, inspire 
and light the way in challenging 
times. Enjoy the lighting on a 
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 
daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmEralD nECklaCE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and 
District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments
By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
press conference on January 10 
to provide updates on the public 
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 
and Cass have been driven by a 
public health and housing-led 
approach,” Wu said, adding that 
the encampments “are not a safe 
or healthy place for anyone to be 
living.” 

There is no heat or running 
water and fires have broken out 
in the area as people attempt to 
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing 
issues around frostbite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,” 
Wu said. 

The Wu administration has 
surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/Cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHYThe entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-
line set by Mayor Michelle 
Wu to clear out the homeless 
encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-
al meeting of the South End, 
Newmarket, Roxbury Working 
Group on Addiction, Recovery, 
and Homelessness on Tuesday, 
Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 
only temporarily remedy the 
problem and the encampments, 
along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(wOrkIng grOuP Pg. 4)

By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 
Eliot School are fuming over the 
introduction of the so-called ‘10-
point’ penalty placed on some 
high performing Boston Public 
Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 
exam school like Boston Latin, 
Boston Latin Academy and the 
O’Bryant. 

The Eliot, which serves many 
students from Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 
to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(ElIOt sChOOl Pg. 7)
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By Dan MurphyAs the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn of 
Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-
istration, as well as amid an influx 
of new blood into the City Coun-
cil.

“I’m really proud of my new 
colleagues who just started and 
are off to a strong start. They real-
ly care about the city and their 
neighborhoods. And I’m equally 
proud of the current councilors 
and look forward to a productive 
term working with Mayor Wu,” 
said Flynn, who was unanimously 
voted in as the new council pres-
ident for a two-year term  by his 
fellow councilors during the City 
Council’s first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-
topher A. Iannella Chamber. The Council’s five new mem-

bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-
zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-
or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and 
At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy 
on the Council after Wu was elect-
ed mayor, were on hand for their 
first City Council meeting after 
being sworn in only hours earlier 
at City Hall. 

“The new City Councilors 

BOOK YOUR POST ITCall Your 
Advertising Rep(781)485-0588

Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)
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EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan MurphyAs the owner of Teddy’s on the 
Hill , which is set to open before 
the end of the month in the Bow-
doin Street space that was home 
for more than a century to The 
Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well 
aware that he has been entrusted 
with carrying on the legacy of a 
fabled Boston institution.“What we’re looking to accom-

plish when we open, first and 
foremost, is keeping the nostalgia 
of one of the most iconic spots in 
the city,” he said.  “And second, 
what can we do to give it a breath 
of fresh air for the neighborhood 
and everyone else?”Long before the inception of 

Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a 
more than 20-year veteran of the 
restaurant industry who most recently co-man-aged the now-shuttered Finn McCool’s in the Financial District, was already well acquainted with The Red Hat, which operated at 9 Bowdoin St. from 1907 until last June, as it was a popular destination for restaurant workers.

“I’ve been coming here for years,” said Nicholson. 
“Just being in the industry, it was 
one of the spots we always used to 
go come to after a game or some-
thing, so I had an idea of the what 
the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for 
ownership and thought what bet-
ter spot to do it in than one of the 
most iconic bars in Boston? “If you’re going to be a bear, 

you mind as well be a grizzly,” he 
added.

Working alongside Nicholson 
at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney 
Nunheimer, general manager, bev-
erage director, and self-described 
“jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER

This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently 

turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware 

Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him 

this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend 

with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on the Hill set to take over old Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL AND D. MURPHY
Above, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which 

will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside 
Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)Undecorating continues this weekend!
We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank 

you to those volunteers who began the process last 

weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you 

decorated if possible or the poles near your home. 

We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the 

out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old 

tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA 

office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. 
Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black 

contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 
Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA 

Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs 
Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off 

Undecorating last weekend.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-ally on January 11 for a make-up December meeting, as there was not a quorum of council members to hold a meeting in December.The Council first heard a pre-sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A Centre St., which requested a change in closing hours as well as the removal of language about a shared valet
SEED Chief of Staff Tomas Gonzalez, as well as CEO April Arrasate were on hand to present the proposal and address com-ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s current hours are 11am to 8pm but their original proposal was for 10am to 10pm, so that is what they are proposing now. “We are trying to get in line with our competitors,” Arrasate said, adding that they believe the 
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By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District E13 of the Boston Police De-partment (BPD) hosted its first virtual police and community relations meeting of 2022. The monthly meeting, which is car-ried out virtually over Zoom, is an opportunity for members of the public to learn about local crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John Dougherty provides Part One crime data assembled by the Bos-ton Regional Intelligence Center. Part One crimes are the most se-rious, and don’t include offenses like vandalism, drug dealing or possession of firearms.Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-trito E13 del Departamento de Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó su primera reunión virtual de rel-aciones comunitarias y policiales de 2022. La reunión mensual, que se lleva a cabo virtualmente a través de Zoom, es una oportuni-dad para que los miembros del público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la aplicación de la ley.En cada reunión, el Sgto. John Dougherty proporciona datos so-bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-unidos por el Centro Regional de Inteligencia de Boston. Los delitos de la Parte Uno son los más graves y no incluyen el van-dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time outside  around Jamaica Pond (above) or fighting the cold with some hot coffee, (right) and, of course,  playing in the snow as can be seen on Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced this month the City of Boston, in collaboration with the Core Empowerment Social Justice Cannabis Museum in Jamaica Plain, will offer a series of free introductory informational ses-sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-ary 18 on the cannabis industry and entrepreneurship for those who intend to operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston. Wu said the objective of these January sessions is to increase the number of equity owned cannabis business licensees and applicants in the City of Boston. “As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to uplift the communities that have lived the harms of previous mar-ijuana laws and enforcement,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-courage all interested entrepre-neurs to use these resources to ensure equitable growth for this emerging industry.”In November of 2019, the City of Boston passed an “Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regula-tion of the Cannabis Industry,” which requires the development of procedures and policies that encourage participation in the regulated cannabis industry by communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

All month longAll month long
Call the office at (781) 485-0588 

with any questions
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