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11TH
STRAIGHT
WIN

The Jets continued their
remarkable roll, winning
their 11th straight after
an 0-4 start, taking a 54-
36 win over Boston Latin
Academy (10-4) Friday at
East Boston High School.

y

| -
o f,"
4 o

LOOKING FOR SPACE: Alejandro Garcia is wide-eyed as he
gets under a Latin defender and sees the basket. See Page
4 for more photos.
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FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE: Eastie’s Draggo Tejeda Feliz avoids
the defense of Latin forward on the way to the basket.

QUICK RELEASE: Xander Boutros gets off a pass in front of
Latin Academy’s Randiel Jimenez.

Rally held in Maverick Square to demand justice for Marco Flores

Special to the Times-Free Press

Family, neighbors, and
local community organiz-
ers came together Monday,
February 5 in Maverick
Square to hold a peaceful
demonstration to demand
Justice for Marco Flores.

At six years of age,
Marco came to the United
States from EI Salvador, as
an immigrant with Tempo-
rary Protected Status (TPS)
- a designation granted by
the Secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity to foreign-born na-

tionals unable to return to
their home countries due
to safety concerns. Once
in the US, Marco alleged-
ly fell victim to repeated
sexual abuse. The expe-
rience caused Marco to
suffer physically, mentally,
and emotionally for many

years. At age 17, Marco
did the unthinkable, and
took the life of his rapist to
protect a younger sibling.
After completing his
15-year sentence for good
behavior, Marco was re-

See RALLY Page 4

Families, neighbors, and community organizers are pictured at the peaceful demonstration Monday in Maverick Square
demanding justice for Marco Flores.

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Coletta reviews past
year and what’s ahead
at HVNA meeting

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

City Councilor Gabriela
Coletta joined the Harbor
View Neighborhood As-
sociation (HVNA) during
its monthly meeting on
Monday to discuss sever-
al topics, including some
highlights over the past
year, PLAN: East Boston,
her plans for the future,
and much more.

At the beginning of
her presentation, Coletta
highlighted her annual re-
port that was released this
past December, which can
be accessed in English at
https://bit.ly/ColettaRe-
port2023 and in Spanish
at  https:/bit.ly/GigiRe-
porte2023.

“We discuss budget and
policy wins, constituent
services, community ini-
tiatives, and what we’re

looking forward to work-
ing on,” said Coletta, ref-
erencing the annual report.
“It is truly comprehensive,
and I’'m very proud of my
staff for taking the time to
put that together for me.”

After highlighting her
annual report, Coletta dis-
cussed what she calls the
“bread and butter” of her
job: constituent services.
Not only did she identify
key triumphs in this area,
such as aiding the paving
of Saratoga Street, but
she also outlined specific
concerns that constituents
have voiced.

For example, she point-
ed to concerns such as the
infrastructure of streets
and sidewalks and the
time it takes for repairs to
be completed, the techno-

See HVNA Page 5

EBCCS SCIENCE FAIR

The East Boston Central Catholic School (EBCCS) 7th and

8th grade presented a science fair in celebration of Catho-
lic Schools Week on February 2. Shown are Keillen Munoz
and Stephanie Mondono, 7th grade, with their project,
“Elektron.” See Page 3 for more photos.

Boston City Council
accepts anti-terrorism
grant that impacts region

By Adam Swift

Last week, the Bos-
ton City Council voted
to accept a $13.3 million
anti-terrorism grant that
the previous council had
narrowly voted against ac-

cepting.
The grant will impact
surrounding ~ communi-

ties, including Chelsea,
Revere, Everett, and Win-
throp, who are all part of
the Metro Boston Home-
land Security Region.

The grant from the De-
partment of Homeland
Security is designed to
provide planning exercis-
es, training, operational
needs, and response to

terrorism threats, includ-
ing biological, chemical,
nuclear, and explosive in-
cidents.

The funding was rein-
troduced by Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu several weeks
ago and the council ini-
tially voted to send the re-
quest to committee.

But Councilor Ed Flynn
put the request forward for
a vote at last week’s coun-
cil meeting. Flynn noted
that other communities
in the homeland security
region, including Chelsea
and Quincy, are dependent
on the money and that the
council should not delay
the vote.

See GRANT Page 5

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,

RUGGIERQ FAMILY
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Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

o Ample Off Street Parking ¢ Complimentary Valet Parking ¢ Nonsectarian
Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends ¢ Se Habla Espanol

617-569-0990 ¢ Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com
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ZUCKERBERG, ET AL:
THE WORST OF THE WORST

Last week’s dramatic hearing in the U.S. Senate, in
which the heads of a number of social media companies
testified in front of a gallery that was filled with parents
who lost children because of the pernicious effects of
social media companies, hopefully will result in mean-
ingful regulation that will hold these social media com-
panies accountable for their deliberate targeting of our
nation’s youth with content that the companies know is
harmful.

Arguably the worst offender among the group, Face-
book founder Mark Zuckerberg, apologized to the par-
ents sitting behind him and weakly told them he would
try to do better. However, as South Carolina Senator
Lindsey Graham bluntly put it directly to Zuckerberg,
“You have blood on your hands.”

Two years ago the Wall Street Journal revealed that
Facebook was fully aware of the addictive and harmful
qualities of its social media platforms and the specific
damage that they cause to vulnerable young people.
Yet Facebook has done nothing to ameliorate its behav-
ior because of the billions of dollars it earns by target-
ing children with content that they know is dangerous
for our childrens’ mental -- and ultimately physical --
well-being.

One of the most telling pieces of testimony came
from the head of Tik-Tok, who was asked whether he
allows his own children on the Tik-Tok platform. He
replied that he doesn’t -- because his family resides in
Singapore, where Tik-Tok is not allowed to be used by
children. However, as Minnesota Senator Amy Klobu-
char pointed out, here in the United States there are no
limits placed on social media companies because of the
millions of dollars that they spend to lobby members of
Congress.

The very next day after the Senate hearing, the stock
of Facebook (which is now known as Meta) jumped by
a whopping 20% after it announced record earnings, in-
creasing the company’s value by hundreds of billions of
dollars.

If we were to list the worst kind of people in the world,
they would include murderers, rapists, child molesters,
and drug dealers. But in this era of pervasive social me-
dia, we now can add a new type of sociopath -- the heads
of social media companies that deliberately prey upon
our children, whom they view as nothing more than a
profit-center for their businesses.

A new book by Boston native Frank McCourt, a bil-
lionaire real estate mogul and former owner of the Los
Angeles Dodgers, makes the case for regulating social
media companies because of the threat they pose to our
children and our democracy. His central thesis is that we
need to do so now before it is too late.

We call upon our national legislators, especially Sen-
ators Warren and Markey, to support the bill in the
Senate that will allow these social media companies to
be sued by those whom they harm. As Senator Graham
pointed out, the social media companies have refused to
police themselves and the only way to do so is to “open
the courtroom doors” to their victims.

....AND THOSE ON-LINE
SPORTS BETTING
COMPANIES ARE NOT FAR
BEHIND....

A while back we wrote an editorial about the clear
and obvious evils of the easy availability of sports gam-
bling via smartphones. This past Sunday evening, the
news program 60 Minutes had a segment on exactly that
topic, highlighting how young men under the age of 25
have become addicted to on-line sports gambling, where
they can place a bet not only on the outcome of a game,
but also literally wager on every play, pitch, and moment
across the international sporting world, simply with the
push of a button on their smartphones at all hours of the
day and night.

The report noted that many young men have gambled
away their college loan money and their inheritances be-
cause of their addiction to these so-called sports books.
The advertising for these gaming sites, such as Draft
Kings and FanDuel, pitched by high-profile celebrities,
makes it look like harmless fun. But as 60 Minutes not-
ed, the reality is far darker.

We have no problem with sports betting when it is
done at a casino or similar venue. However, allowing it
to happen via a smartphone invites addictive behavior,
especially by young people, that can lead them to finan-
cial ruin and a lifetime of gambling addiction.

In our view, it is clear that the companies such as
Draft Kings, FanDuel, and others are nothing less than
predatory monsters that seek to take advantage of vul-
nerable young people.

Just as our state legislature realized two generations
ago that lowering the drinking age to 18 was a societal
disaster, we call upon our state legislators to revise the
laws that allow these sports betting houses to prey on
vulnerable individuals 24/7/365.
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A little bit of kindness to protect Massachusetts parklands
and foster community

By Brian Arrigo

Just under a year ago,
I had the honor of being
appointed to lead the De-
partment of Conservation
and Recreation (DCR), the
state’s largest landowner
and steward of roughly
half a million acres across
Massachusetts. It’s been
an amazing first year—I’ve
traveled across the state,
getting to know our beau-
tiful state park system, and
the incredible and dedicat-
ed staff, who work every
day to preserve these spac-
es for generations to come.

Growing up in and lat-
er serving as mayor of Re-
vere, I loved being close to
Revere Beach — America’s
first public beach — and
would often start my day
by clearing my head with
a run along the beach. As
the fastest growing city in
the Commonwealth, the
Revere community and
so many others depend
on our beaches, parks,
reservations, reservoirs,
and other open spaces that

serve as urban oases and
retreats.

The pandemic showed
us how important these
spaces are for our mental
and physical wellbeing.
They connect us with na-
ture and our neighbors,
building healthy and di-
verse communities of all
ages and backgrounds.
With more people than
ever visiting and experi-
encing the beauty of our
state parks, it’s important
to be mindful of the im-
pacts our actions have on
each other and the envi-
ronment.

With this in mind, I'm
excited to invite everyone
to join us in the Be Kind!
public awareness cam-
paign, that we launched
last fall in partnership
with the Friends of the
Fells and the Friends of
the Blue Hills. Be Kind!
encourages all of us to
act with kindness while
visiting our state parks —
to the people around us,
park staff, and the plants

and animals that call these
spaces home.

Be Kind! suggests ac-
tions that park visitors can
take to ensure they are
being respectful of one
another and of our natural
environment. Specifically,
it encourages all, whether
they are regulars in our
DCR parks or first-time
visitors, to:

Listen for other people
on trails and make space
for others to pass;

Keep dogs leashed out-
side of designated off-
leash areas;

Leave no trace of litter
or waste; and

Stay on the trails — on
foot, paw, or bike.

Whether hiking, biking,
or walking your dog, keep
an eye out for Be Kind!
signs along the trails at the
Middlesex Fells and Blue
Hills Reservations. While
these parks are piloting
the program, we are excit-
ed to expand this initiative
to parks across the state in
the future.

You can join us in shar-
ing the Be Kind! message
on social media using #Be-
KindMA and we would
love to see your photos
and stories of kindness in
our parks.

As part of DCR’s com-
mitment to providing ac-
cess to natural, recreation-
al, and cultural resources,
we look forward to collab-
orating with more groups,
elected officials, civic
leaders, and communities
across the Commonwealth
to grow this movement of
kindness, protect our pre-
cious spaces, foster com-
munity, and create unfor-
gettable memories for all.
Let’s Be Kind!

For more information
about the Be Kind! public
awareness campaign, vis-
it https://www.mass.gov/
guides/be-kind-massachu-
setts.

Brian Arrigo is Com-
missioner of the Massa-
chusetts Department of
Conservation & Recre-
ation (DCR)

Coletta highlights the need for transparency
in the Article 80 development review process

Special to the Times-Free Press

Boston City Councilor
Gabriela Coletta intro-
duced a hearing order re-
garding ongoing efforts to
reform Article 80 in Bos-
ton’s Zoning Code. While
the Boston Planning and
Development Agency
(BPDA) began undergo-
ing a revamp of the pro-
cess last year, the general
public and the Boston City
Council have largely been
left out of conversations
and therefore have been
neglected the opportuni-
ty to influence reform of
the development review
process to benefit their
neighborhoods. Co-spon-
sors include newly-elected
Councilor John FitzGerald
(District 3) of Dorchester
and Councilor Tania Fer-
nades Anderson of Rox-
bury (District 7).

Under Article 80, com-
munities have the oppor-
tunity to engage in the
large development review
process and extract ade-
quate and fair mitigation
for their neighborhoods.
However, the current pro-
cess is seen by many in the
community as flawed and
that it lacks clear assess-
ment of community needs
to better inform this miti-
gation negotiated by the
BPDA. This leads to in-
vestments that frequently
do not address issues relat-
ed to a lack of affordable
housing, workforce de-
velopment, public realm
improvements, open space
and parks creation, and
expansion of arts & cul-
tural spaces.

“The current process
as it relates to communi-
ty benefits lacks clear as-
sessment of community
needs and subsequent in-

Boston City Councilor
Gabriela Coletta.

vestments. It is largely an
ad hoc process that takes
place within the BPDA
and I’'m hopeful this re-
form will change that,”
said Coletta. “There’s no
rhyme or reason or des-
ignated equation for com-
munity mitigation under
Article 80. It is imperative
that Councilors provide
their experience and per-
spective to better inform
how to center community
feedback and development
mechanisms to extract ad-
equate and fair mitigation
for our neighborhoods.”
Additionally, the exist-
ing comment period un-
der Article 80 is an open
call for feedback with
little to no understanding
from residents of how the
BPDA synthesizes and
applies public comments
to reflect project chang-
es. The existing method
makes it difficult for in-
dividuals who don’t have
the capacity to attend mul-
tiple city-sponsored meet-
ings or who aren’t famil-
iar with local bureaucracy.
In 2023, Mayor Wu
announced  efforts to
modernize Article 80 to
comprehensively update
the BPDA’s development
review process. A steering
committee composed of
real estate and civic lead-
ers was formed to advise

The East Boston Times-Free Press reserves the right to edit let-
ters for space, accuracy and clarity. We regret that we cannot
publish unsigned letters. Please include your street and telephone
number with your submission. The East Boston Times-Free
Press publishes columns, viewpoints and letters to the editor as
a forum for readers to express their opinions and to encourage
debate. Please note that the opinions expressed are not nec-
essarily those of The East Boston Times-Free Press. Text or
attachments emailed to editor@eastietimes.com are preferred.

the Mayor’s Office and the
BPDA on improvements
for community engage-
ment as well as internal
operations.

The goal of Council-
or Coletta’s docket is to
provide oversight and ac-
countability to ensure the
new version of Article 80
will truly consider how
to maximize mitigation
and meaningfully reflect
neighborhood sentiment.
The hearing will also pro-
vide an opportunity for the
public to engage in the on-
going process, comment
on how to make Article
80 successful, and have
influence over the reform
outcomes.

This docket was re-
ferred to the Committee
on Planning, Develop-
ment, and Transportation
chaired by Councilor Sha-
ron Durkan (District 8) of
Beacon Hill. A date for
the Article 80 Moderniza-
tion hearing will be no-
ticed on www.boston.gov/
public-notices and on the
Councilor’s social media.
Members of the public
are encouraged to provide

written or oral comments.

Additionally at the sec-
ond Council meeting for
the 2024-2025 legislative
session, Councilor Coletta
presented refiles from the
previous legislative ses-
sion, such as:

* An ordinance estab-
lishing street food en-
terprises in the City of
Boston Municipal Code
by inserting Chapter 17,
Section 22, Permitting and
Regulation of non-motor-
ized street food carts.

* An ordinance formally
creating the Office of Food
Justice and establishing a
food recovery program in
the City of Boston

e Hearing regarding
implementing coastal re-
silience strategies for Bos-
ton’s waterfront

e Hearing regarding an
Environmental Justice and
Climate Change Curricu-
lum pilot program in BPS

e Hearing regarding
menstrual product accessi-
bility in the City of Boston

e Hearing regarding
technological infrastruc-
ture improvements across
city departments.
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The East Boston Cen-
tral Catholic School (EB-
CCS) 7th and 8th grade
presented a science fair
in celebration of Catholic
Schools Week on Febru-
ary 2. Students examined
blood under a microscope,
designed a working kalei-
doscope, and investigated
the buoyancy of a subma-
rine. Partners, Keillen Mu-
noz and Stephanie Mon-
dono, shared what they
observed about static elec-
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Diego Garcia, 8th grade, explaining the buoyancy of a sub-

tricity while working on
their project, “Elektron.”

“The purpose of this
project is to see whether an
object is carrying a charge
or not,” said Munoz and
Mondono, 7th  grade.
“When the Styrofoam and
wool are rubbed together,
they create friction. The
electrons travel through
the metal wire and make
the foils move apart. The
farther apart the foils are,
the bigger the charge.”

marine that he created with partner, Dishawn Newton.
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Luciana Malpica and Sophia Plagenzo, 7th grade, with

their project, “Hot Colors.”

Luis Antonio Rivero and Carlos Hincapie, 8th grade, ex-
plaining their observations about which drinks have the

most electrolytes.

Sebastian Salmoran explaining his “Hover Craft.”

ATLANTIC WORKSSALLERY

LO INMENSO... COTIDIANO. BODEGONES.
THE IMMENSE... DAILY. STILL LIFES.

Stop by for

FEBRUARY 3-24, 2024

( THIRD THURSDAY:
FEBRUARY 15™, 6-9PM

=
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EAST BOSTON CENTRAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL HOLDS SCIENCE FAIR

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA
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Luis Antonio Rivero and Carlos Hincapie, 8th grade, ex-
plaining their observations about which drinks have the
most electrolytes.

Gia Allen and Kayla Gomes, 8th grade, demonstrating their
project, “lllusion,” with LED light reflections that appear to
move towards infinity.
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Hanna Munoz, 8th grade, demonstrating the paper

airplane launcher that she created with partner, Elena
Gonzalez.

Mia Santillana and Alanna Newhook, 7th grade, with their
project, “Crystal Garden.”

to a string as water evaporates, creating crystals.

Jesus Guizar and Mia Macaluso, with their project, “Spher-
ification.”

Daniella Lopez and Anayah Augustave, 8th grade, with
their project, “Oobleck vs. Slime.”

Isabella Santoro and Kelsey O'Connor, 8th grade, with their
project, “KI Camera.”

Samara Mejia, 8th grade, with her project, “Wind Energy,”
and Lilly Ezaquiel-Blake, 8th grade, with her project, “What
does blood really look like?”

Nathalia Lopez, 7th grade, demonstrating how sugar sticks

Thomas Rozzi and Adriana Puerta, 8th grade, with their
project, “The Egg Drop Test.”
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www.spinellis.com




Page 4

THE EAST BOSTON TIMES-FREE PRESS

Wednesday, February 7, 2024

EBHS JETS WIN 11TH STRAIGHT WITH 54-36 VICTORY OVER BOSTON LATIN

The Jets continued their remarkable roll, winning their 11th straight after an 0-4
start, taking a 54-36 win over Boston Latin Academy (10-4) Friday at East Boston
High School. The victory solidified the Jets MIAA Division III Power Ranking at
No. 13.

TWIN TOWERS: Latin’s Krem Amparo finds himself on the short side of a duo-defensive
effort of Eastie’s Christian Sanders and Javon Wise Normil.

: P | \ o " s
LONG REACH: Christian Sanders extends a long reach to keep a rebound from Latin Acad-
emy”s Francisco Bailey.
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lorence (left) and Islam Mohammed have Latin’s Willy Olin-

SURROUNDED: Eastie’s Caleb F
to fenced in.

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

ROUGH ROAD: Caleb Florence fights his way between Latin’s Francisco Bailey (0) and

Randiel Jiminez.

WALL OF DEFENSE: Draggo Tejeda Feliz (11) presents an impassible barrier to Latin Acade-

my'’s Willy Olinto.

Rally // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

leased, but is now a con-
victed felon, and has lost
his TPS designation. The
system has failed Marco
again. Now held in ICE
custody, Marco is set to be
deported to El Salvador, a
country which he has not
stepped foot in since he
left as a six-year-old child.
With this, Marco will suf-
fer a second punishment.
Many in the community
see Marco’s deportation as
unjust. Like many victims
of abuse, Marco has never
been allowed to heal from
his trauma. Deportation to

For Advertising Rates,
Call
617-884-2416

El Salvador, where he has

no support, will only con-

tribute to his suffering.
The supporters at the

rally were seeking justice
for Marco Flores and ad-
vocating for all victims of
child abuse.

State Sen. Lydia Edwards (center) is pictured with commu-
nity organizers Evelyn Gomez (left) and Noemy Rodriguez
(right) at the rally in Maverick Square demanding justice
for Marco Flores.
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EBHS SWIM TEAM COMPETE IN BPS SWIM CHAMPIONSHIP

Coach Dave Arinella was
honored with a round of
applause as he retires as
head swim coach for the
past 48 years.

BOSTON CITY CHAMPIONSHIP

2024
SWIMMING
3RD PLACE

)

Coaches Arinella and Hall and captains Delia McCray and Jared Pacita are presented the
runner-up plaque at the annual BPS swim championship held last Thursday, February 2, in

Mattapan. Overall, competing against Latin Academy and O’Bryant, the Jets came in third.

The East Boston High School swim team get together for a group photo.

Grant // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Following last Decem-
ber’s 6-6 vote that failed
to accept the grant, a num-
ber of first responders,
politicians, and other bod-
ies urged the council to
accept the $13.3 million
grant.

Congressman Jake
Auchincloss sent a letter
to the council and Coun-
cil President Ruthzee
Louijeune urging them to
accept the grant. He stat-
ed that the Israel-Hamas
war has heightened the
region’s need for anti-ter-
rorism funding as reports
of anti-semitism are on
the rise.

Earlier this year, Chel-
sea City Council Presi-
dent Norieliz DeJesus and
several other councilors
introduced a late motion
requesting that the Boston
City Council accept the
grant funding, however,
that motion did not move
to a vote.

In the resolution, the
councilors noted that
Chelse typically receives
approximately  $400,000
per year in funding from
the grant, which in the past
has helped fund the pur-
chase of ballistic shields,
cameras, maritime equip-
ment, radios, trainings and
a firearm trailer.

The decision to block
the funding drew wide-
spread criticism, includ-
ing from then-Boston

City Council President
Ed Flynn, the Boston Po-
lice Patrolman’s Associ-
ation, Boston Firefight-
ers IAFF Local 718, the
Professional Firefighters
Association of Massa-
chusetts, Representative
Jake Auchincloss (who
represents Brookline), the
Boston Globe Editorial
Board, the Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce, and the
Massachusetts  Catholic
Conference, the resolution
further stated. It added
that the decision also drew
criticism from the Massa-
chusetts Legislature, with
State Senators Nick Col-
lins (D-Boston) and Ryan
Fattman (R-Sutton) intro-
ducing bipartisan legisla-
tion to strip local elected
bodies of their authority
to approve public safety
grants.

Chelsea City Manager
Fidel Maltez said the an-
nual funding is a tremen-
dous support for the city,
particularly in its emer-
gency response, emergen-
cy management, and pub-
lic safety infrastructure.

With this round of
funding, Maltez said the
focus of the police and
emergency management
departments would be to
increase the amount of
surveillance they have
available around the city,
particularly related to
street cameras.

HVNA / / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

logical system infrastruc-
ture to respond to constitu-
ent services, and more.

“I love being an urban
mechanic; that’s something
that goes back to [Thom-
as] Menino. I love making
City Hall, and just the city
run better, faster, stronger,
so working through these
issues is something I really
love and care about,” said
Coletta.

Coletta’s work in the
community was also pre-
sented, which includes
facets such as an anti-trash
initiative,  neighborhood
walkthroughs, coffee
hours, town halls, and
more. Moreover, it should
be noted that Coletta is
hosting an East Boston
budget town hall on March
25th at 6:30 PM. at the
BCYF on Paris Street.

Speaking of the budget,
Coletta pointed to some
of the wins in the fiscal
year 2024 budget, which
include a wage increase
study, modernization of
technological systems, and
expanding language ac-
cess.

As for this coming bud-
get — the fiscal year 2025
— Coletta underscored
priorities such as quicker
street and sidewalk re-
pairs, enhancing the resil-
iency, accessibility, and in-
clusivity of the waterfront,
adding trees in the neigh-
borhood, and more.

PLAN: East Boston,
one of the most significant
topics in the neighborhood
over the last year, was dis-
cussed. Specifically, Colet-
ta pointed out wins for the
community, such as new
zoning consistent with the
neighborhood’s character,
protecting the Mary Ellen
Welch Greenway from “ir-
responsible” development,
and more.

Coletta also pointed
to the fact that the neigh-

borhood was able to ob-
tain commitments from
the Boston Planning and
Development Agency to
conduct a neighborhood
needs analysis in con-
junction with PLAN: East
Boston and for a written
agreement to challenge the
Zoning Board of Appeal
(ZBA) to uphold the new
zoning regulations out-
lined in the plan.

To wrap up her presen-
tation, Coletta detailed her
appointment to the Chair
of both the City Council’s
Government  Operations
and Environmental Jus-
tice, Resiliency, and Parks
Committees and called at-
tention to some priorities
and policy initiatives, such
as establishing street food
enterprises in the city.

Following her presen-
tation, Coletta took some
questions and comments
from those in attendance.
One question concerned
the Office of Food Justice,
which relates to a priority
of hers, which is to for-
mally create the office and
introduce a food recovery
program.

Coletta explained that
the Office of Food Jus-
tice already exists, but she
wants to formalize it. She
said the office, “Just makes
sure that hungry people
have food to eat. Hunger
right now in East Boston
is so prevalent, but you
would never know because
it’s really stigmatized.”

She also expanded on
the food recovery pro-
gram, saying it “Would

compel large retailers,
so think Whole Foods,
Shaw’s, Stop & Shop,

Panera Bread to sell —
or not sell because they
would be giving away to
soup kitchens and church-
es — safe to consume food
to eat within the expiration
date.”

EMERGENCY
ALL

BLOOD

TYPES NEEDED.

Give now.

American
Red Cross

Coletta was also asked ects was not enough. “It

about her process for
supporting or opposing
projects that go through
and are voted on by the
neighborhood groups in
East Boston. Specifically,
Coletta spoke to a statistic
that she has agreed with
the vote of neighborhood
groups on 89% of projects
that have gone before the
ZBA.

One attendee was of
the mindset that being in
agreeance on 89% of proj-

should be 100% on our
side; you should go to the
community meetings and
listen to the majority; very
simple. You should not be
going against the commu-
nity at all, ever,” they said.
Another attendee al-
leged that donations given
to Coletta factored into
what projects she decided
to support or oppose.
However, Coletta vehe-
mently denied that notion,
saying, “Listen, I don’t so-

licit these; people can give
me money if they want
to, but other than that, I
don’t use that as a consid-
eration for my stances. |
just walked through what I
consider; this isn’t even on
my brain, and so to insin-
uate that — I'm so sorry
you don’t even know who
Iam.”

“I care about this com-
munity, and I will not be
bought and sold for a com-
munity that I absolutely
love.”

Ultimately, Monday’s
conversation with Coletta
eventually came to a close,
and she was thankful for
the time with the HVNA.

“I do just want to thank
you all so much for this ro-
bust conversation. Really,
I’m here to talk at any time
if you want to grab coffee,
like I said, to discuss any-
thing that was mentioned
here,” said Coletta.

“Please know that I am
at your disposal; I work
for you.”

WINTHROP MARKETPLACE

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE PAYS THURSPAY, FEBRUARY 8TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 14TH 2024

g’ Mmag
Ghcat grocssy Specials

Chobani Greek Yogurt & Flips 10/7410.00
Starkist Solid White Canned Tuna 3/$4.00
Tide Simply Laundry Detergent 2/46.00
Kellogg's Raisin Bran Cereal 5
New England Bagged Coffee..........ccococuuunne.. $4.99
Campbell's Original Tomato
or Chicken Noodle Soup (Original only)
Maruchan Ramen Noodles
Swiss Miss Cocoa
Hellmann's Mayonnaise 30 oz
Eggo Waffles or Pancakes

(excludes Thick & Fluffy)
Udi's Gluten Free Breads............cccccccoevevevennnnn. $4.99
Mama Rosie's Frozen Pasta 19-26 oz.......... $5.99
Almond Breeze Milk 64 oz
Philadelphia Soft Cream Cheese Tub

Rakesy

CiNNamon Buns 4 pK .........cccceeeencunenccincuneunennn. 4349
5" Chocolate Mousse Cake ............cccovuvvereeunnn. $6.99
Montreal Fudge 9 Ct....cccoeueueueueeeeiiieecne, $4.99

4/45.00
3/41.00
2/45.00
2/411.00
2/45.00

Prooduce.

Creamy Smooth Tropical Avocados

Fresh & Juicy Lemons

Fresh & Tangy Limes ¢
Sweet Red LeRouge Peppers ...................... $2.69/1b
Fresh Green Asparagus.................ccccuuue... $3.99/1b
Natures Finest Russet Potatoes 5 Ibbag....$2.99

Deli

Margherita Genoa Salamii............c..cccccuu.... $8.99/1b
Russer Wunderbar German Bologna ........... $3.79/1b
Corner Shop Golden Roasted

Chicken Breast.........cccveveeeveeeeeeveseesveseesnens $799/1b
Sara Lee Honey Ham........ccccoovevvueecvnenieneensnn. $8.99/1b
Alpine Lace Swiss Cheese.................cccuc..... $799/1b

%ﬂt

"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Bone In Chicken Thighs .......

........................... £1.69/1b

Oven Stuffer Roasting Chickens................. $1.69/1b

Boneless Rib Eye Steaks...

........................ £13.99/1b

Beef Bottom Round Roast..............u........ $4.99/1b

Perdue Chicken Nuggets

Perdue Air Fryer Wings.......

2/4%700

............................... 48.99

Friday, Feb. 9th through Sunday, Feb. 11th

"while supplies last"

BAKERY

Ciabatta Sandwich Rolls 4pK ... $349

Asst. Muffins 12pk ...........

DELI

................................. £399

Great Lakes American Cheese ..................... $3.99/1b

PRODUCE

Fresh & Crisp Iceberg Lettuce
Fresh All Purpose Yellow Onions 21b bag.......... $1.09

MEAT

Fresh Chicken Wings .............

GROCERY
Pepsi 2 Liter

............................ £3.99/1b

2/%4.00 + deposit

Tropicana Orange Juice 520z. .................... 2/4700

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP e (617) 846-6880

WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm
Not responsible for typographical errors.

We have the right to limit quantities.
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EAST BOSTON BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM CELEBRATES ‘SENIOR NIGHT’

Prior to the start of the
Friday night basketball
game at home on Feb. 2
against Latin Academy,
the team honored five se-
niors with a round of ap-
plause as fans and families
looked on proudly. The
five seniors are Alex Fran-
co, Draggo Tejeda Feliz,
Alejandro Garcia, Chris-

Wise Normil. After start-
ing the season, 0-4, the
Jets have since won 12
straight games and senior
night ended with a 54-36
win over the boys from
Latin Academy. As we
go to press this week, four
games remain in the regu-
lar season. The city league
play-offs are scheduled for

—————E
EAST BOSTON
BASKETBALL

.—-m—-

Wednesday, February 7, 2024

tian Sanders and Javon the week of Feb. 19-23.

Senior Alex Franco.

ABCD’s \

Valentine's Day Party!

Friday, February 16"at 12 PM

ABCD North End/West End NSC
1 Michelangelo St. Boston, MA 02113

The five EBHS boys basketball team seniors were honored Prior to the start of the Friday
night basketball game at home against Latin Academy.

4 GENERATIONS OF BBDADWAY

OWNED AND OPERATED

THE DIGREGORIO FAMILY
——SINCE 1951

RSVPs are encouraged!
Contact us at 617.523.8125

Lunch will be served!

Generously sponsored by: ]“i_[&_;_ .. -_-_-_-s_-_-'- o m e mm
=8 " Inspection Station

S’ Auto Repair
: INOWIORRERI

DETAIL
CATINOHN]

88 BROADWAY. REVERE | (617) 996-8371
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Wu announces free tax prep services available to residents

Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced the launch of the
Boston Tax Help Coali-
tion’s (BTHC) twenty-sec-
ond year of providing free
tax preparation services.
Area residents earning
$70,000 or less annually
can file safely while max-
imizing their refunds and
credits at over 30 neigh-
borhood tax sites. Tax
preparation is available
remotely and in-person
in English, Spanish, Hai-
tian Creole, Cape Verdean
Creole, Portuguese,
French, Vietnamese, Man-
darin, and Cantonese. The
schedule can be found at
boston.gov/tax-help.

“Boston residents can
save hundreds of dollars
per household through
the Boston Tax Help Co-
alition’s free tax prepa-
ration,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “These free,
multilingual tax assistance
services are available at
over thirty neighborhood
locations and serve as a
critical resource that sup-
ports thousands of Boston
residents every year in
maximizing their refunds
safely. I encourage every
qualified Boston resident
to take advantage of this
valuable program.”

Led by the Center for
Working Families, the
Boston Tax Help Coalition
is a partnership of nonprof-
its, businesses, and com-
munity organizations that
has been promoting the
economic independence
of working individuals
and families since 2001.

The BTHC’s free tax
preparation service gives
Boston’s low-to-moderate
income (LMI) residents
a financial boost by elim-
inating tax preparation
fees and allowing them to
keep more of their earned
income. The Coalition’s
IRS-certified tax prepar-
ers also assess filers’ eli-
gibility for the Earned In-
come Tax Credit (EITC),
a credit for low- and mid-
dle-income workers, and
the Child Tax Credit. In
2023, BTHC prepared tax
returns for nearly 11,000
taxpayers, generating
$17.2 million in tax re-
funds, including $6.3 mil-
lion in EITC, and saving
families  approximately
$2.7 million in predatory,
for-profit, tax preparation
fees.

“Our special thanks to
the hundreds of Coalition
volunteers who generous-
ly give their time and tal-
ent from January through
April, including an entire
weekend of training prior
to serving our residents,”
said Chief of Worker Em-
powerment Trinh Nguyen.
“These volunteers learn
to prepare taxes, do in-
take, and/or provide credit
building, while making a
difference in our commu-
nity. We value their con-
tribution to this important
work.”

“As a co-founder of
the Boston Tax Help Co-
alition, ABCD is always
pleased and excited to
launch a new tax season
with the City of Boston,

Mayor Michelle Wu and
so many other communi-
ty partners,” said ABCD
President and CEO Sha-
ron Scott-Chandler. “Free
tax preparation is vital to
underserved communities
who can benefit from this
service, and is a program
that returns millions back
into the community. Most
people will receive a re-
fund, which is essential
during these times when
prices for basics like food
and housing are soaring. It
also provides an opportu-
nity to save for emergen-
cies or longer term goals.”

A key priority of the
BTHC is integrating free
tax preparation with the
needs of the disability
community. The BTHC
partners with DEAF, Inc.
to provide the service to
hearing-impaired taxpay-
ers at its Allston head-
quarters. Additionally, the
Coalition is in its second
year of its Visually Im-
paired People (VIP) pilot,
providing tax services and
necessary  accommoda-
tions to visually impaired
area residents. The VIP
program will be available
on Wednesdays, February
7 through April 10, 2024
at the Center for Work-
ing Families in Nubian
Square. More information
can be found at boston.
gov/vip-pilot. Site coordi-
nators receive training to
serve disabled taxpayers
at all locations.

“I applaud the City’s
commitment to providing
fully inclusive and acces-

sible tax preparation ser-
vices to residents who are
legally blind,” said Massa-
chusetts Commission for
the Blind Commissioner
John Olivera. “I encour-
age eligible residents to
take advantage of this pro-
gram and make tax season
less stressful.”

In addition to help-
ing LMI taxpayers max-
imize their refunds, the
Boston Tax Help Coali-
tion connects residents to
free financial services to
improve their economic
wellbeing. For example,
at eight locations individ-
uals can receive a Finan-
cial Check-Up (FCU), a
light-touch credit advising
session where a trained
Financial Guide assists in-
dividual taxpayers in un-
derstanding their current
financial situation, includ-
ing a review of their cred-
it report and FICO score,
a personalized one-year
plan to help improve their
credit, and relevant service
referrals. Boston Builds
Credit, the City’s credit
building initiative, will
follow up in six months
with an updated credit re-
port to measure improve-
ment. In 2023, the BTHC
provided credit advising
and financial education
to 1,300+ tax clients, up
from 486 in 2022. More
information on the Boston
Tax Help Coalition’s free
tax services, including lo-
cations, can be found at
boston.gov/tax-help.

Wu announces largest ever award to support nonprofit organizations

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu
announced the City of
Boston has received more
than $47 million from the
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) to support

nonprofit  organizations
providing services to in-
dividuals  experiencing

homelessness. This award
represents the City’s larg-
est ever Continuum of
Care award. The funds
will be distributed among
18 nonprofit organizations
that provide critical ser-
vices and support to Bos-
ton’s unhoused residents
and advance Mayor Wu’s
goals to end homelessness
in the City.

The funding is made
available through the
HUD’s annual Contin-
uum of Care awards, a
grant program coordinat-
ed by the Mayor’s Office
of Housing (MOH). Over
the last nine years, MOH
has grown the funding the
City receives from this
grant by more than 111
percent, from $22.6 mil-
lion in 2015 to $47.7 mil-
lion this year, as a result
of their competitive appli-
cation and demonstrated
ability to deliver results in
collaboration with partner
agencies.

“Boston residents and
families in every neigh-
borhood deserve the op-
portunity to reside in
secure, stable, and afford-
able housing,” said May-
or Michelle Wu. “In our
ongoing commitment to
make Boston a city where
everyone has a home,
the Continuum of Care
grants from HUD play a
vital role in assisting or-
ganizations dedicated to
providing essential ser-
vices and support for our
unhoused residents. I ex-
tend my gratitude to HUD
Secretary Fudge and the
entire Massachusetts Con-
gressional delegation for
securing the City of Bos-
ton’s largest Continuum
of Care award to date and
for their unwavering sup-
port as we collaboratively
strive to eradicate home-

lessness in our city.”

The City will allocate
this federal HUD funding
to organizations that offer
a range of services and
supports including hous-
ing search, the creation of
housing for people expe-
riencing long-term home-
lessness, rapid re-housing
funds, and stabilization
services to allow newly
housed families and long-
term-homeless individuals
to receive the support they
need to succeed. In total,
this $47 million award
will continue to provide
crucial support for nearly
1,900 homeless and for-
merly homeless house-
holds, offering tailored
services to help them ob-
tain and maintain perma-
nent housing.

“Boston has a success-
ful network of experi-
enced non-profit orga-
nizations committed to
serving our homeless,”
said Sheila Dillon, Chief
of Housing. “This funding
award allows us to con-
tinue the important work
of moving our homeless
residents from shelters
and the street into housing
that they can afford with
the services they need to
be successful. Given the
high cost of housing in
Boston and the region, this
funding award, the largest
in our Continuum’s histo-
ry, is more important than
ever.”

Four new programs
sponsored by three pro-
viders received fund-
ing through this year’s
award. Hildebrand Fam-
ily Self-Help, Inc. will
receive funding to create
a permanent supportive
housing program with
wrap-around services for
Boston families experi-
encing long-term home-
lessness. Justice 4 Hous-
ing will create a new
program to swiftly serve
survivors of domestic vi-
olence with safe housing
and case management.
Victory Programs will
fund two new projects
that will serve survivors
of gender-based violence
and LGBTQ+ youth, ages
18 - 24.

“This funding will pro-
vide more than $47 mil-
lion to homeless service
providers throughout Bos-
ton who provide crucial
resources in the fight to
prevent and end home-
lessness,” said HUD New
England Regional Ad-
ministrator Juana Matias.
“We will continue to work
together with our Contin-
uum of Care partners to
find solutions that ensure
every Bostonian has a safe
place to call home.”

“I am thrilled Hildeb-
rand Family Self-Help
Center is a new awardee
in the Boston Continuum
of Care,” said Shiela Y.
Moore, CEO, Hildebrand
Family Self-Help, Inc.
“The Supportive Housing
Team of the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Housing have been
great partners, and we look
forward to deepening our
work together in reducing
family homelessness. Giv-
en that Hildebrand is on

the frontlines of providing
emergency shelter, this
funding allows us to add
12 permanent supportive
housing units for children
and families currently un-
housed.”

“We are incredibly
grateful for this new Con-
tinuum of Care funding,
which will allow Victory
Programs to expand our
commitment to addressing
critical needs to include
survivors of gender-based
violence and LGBTQ+
youth,” said Sarah Porter,
Executive Director of Vic-
tory Programs. “We ap-
preciate the strong efforts
of Boston’s supportive
housing team; a phenom-
enal partner. Together, we
are opening doors to heal-
ing and empowerment for
48 extremely vulnerable
households, and I am pro-
foundly thankful for the
collaborative spirit that
drives us forward.”

See SUPPORT Page 8
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In our thoughts and prayers,
We cherish your memory.
Ten years may have gone by,
But you're always with us.

We Love and Miss You Very Much,
Dad, Mom and Jennifer

104
crlnniversany
Rich
Ford

2-9-2014  2-9-2024

OBITUARIES

Rev. Albert Joseph Sallesse

Served East Boston Churches

A Funeral
Mass was cele-
brated for Rev.
Albert J. Sal-
lesse on Friday,
February 2 at St. Patrick
Church in Watertown and
interment followed in the
parish cemetery. He died
on January 27 at Regina
Cleri in the West End of
Boston. He was 91 years
old.

Born August 13, 1932,
the sixth of seven children
of Pasquale and Adeli-
na (Frissora) Sallesse, he
grew up in Watertown. Af-
ter high school, he served
in the US Navy. He was
ordained on May 26, 1966
by Cardinal Cushing.

His first assignment was
to Most Holy Redeem-
er Parish in East Bos-
ton, from 1966 to 1974.
During his time there, he
was appointed to the Mass
Port

Authority by Governor
Sargent in April of 1970.
After assignments to par-
ishes in Medford, Stone-
ham and Randolph, he
came back to East Boston
to serve as pastor of Sacred
Heart, from 1988 to 2000.

.
N —
3

The 125th anniversary of
the parish was commem-
orated with a Mass of
Thanksgiving with Cardi-
nal Law in June of 1998.
He then went on to serve
as pastor of Resurrection
Parish in Hingham (2000-
2002) and St. Bernadette
in Randolph (2002-2003).
In retirement, he assist-
ed at parishes in Quincy,
Bellingham and Saugus
and then entered Regina
Cleri in 2013.

He is survived by his
siblings: Jeannie Sallese
of Watertown and Mary
Velardi of Burlington
and numerous nieces and
nephews. He was pre-
deceased by Philomena
Reena, Anthony Sallesse,
Catherine DeCamillis, and
Margaret Tramontonzzi.

Steven DeMarco
He loved spending time with his family

Steven DeMarco of
Revere, formerly of East
Boston, died unexpectedly
at home on February 4.

Steven was born and
raised in East Boston and
is a retired member of Lo-
cal 22. He enjoyed walk-
ing on the beach and espe-
cially spending time with
family.

He was the son of the
late Rose (DeFreitas) and
Anthony “IE” DeMarco.

He was the beloved fa-
ther of Anthony DeMarco
and his wife, Jennifer of
Norfolk and Kayla Ven-
tura and her husband,
Lionso of Natick; loving
grandfather of Amalia
Ventura; dear brother of
Lorene DeMarco of East
Boston, Robin DeMarco
of Medford, Erika Ragu-
sa and her husband, Phil
of Florida, Kris DeMar-
co and his wife, Marisa
of Wilmington and Justin
DeMarco and his wife,
Lauren of Hanover. He
is also survived by many
loving nieces and neph-
ews.

Visiting hours in the

Magrath Funeral Home,
336 Chelsea St. [at Day
Sq] East Boston will be on
Friday, February 9 from
4 to 8 p.m. Relatives and

friends invited. Funeral
Mass in St. Anthony of
Padua Church, Revere Sat-
urday morning, February
10, at 11 o’clock. Please
meet at church.

Please omit flowers.
Donations in his memo-
ry to Wounded Warrior
Project or any other orga-
nization to benefit veter-
ans would be appreciated.
Please leave messages of
condolence for the family
on his Tribute Page.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of
$150.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL HOME
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To place 2 memoriam
in the Times Free

Press, please call

781-485-0588
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Vertuccio Smith
& Vazza

Beechwood Home for Funerals

Honoring Memories and traditions, one family at a time
139 years of continuous, faithful & trusted service in East Boston & Revere

*

vazzafunerals.com | 262 Beach St. Revere, MA 02151
781-284-1127 | 781-284-7756
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The less said...

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Recently, Patricia B.
McConnell, Ph.D., CAAB
Emeritus, an applied an-
imal behaviorist, wrote
a piece on how training
dogs and editing her writ-
ing have much in com-
mon. In both cases, she
recommends cutting the
words used to communi-
cate.

She points out that dogs
spend their day trying to
translate human words
into action. She wrote,
“It must be exhausting to
continually try to figure
out what we are saying,
what we want, and what
we don’t want. What a
relief it must be when our
verbal cues are clear and
succinct.”

Listen to Yourself

Training an animal be-
gins with training your-
self. The first step is to
listen to your current
communication  efforts
and evaluate how well
your words achieve your
goals. We’ve noticed that
most people do a great
job with dog training ba-

sics: sit, down, stay, come,
and leave it. Not only are
these simple words, but
they have hand gestures to
accompany them in many
cases.

As you work on training
yourself, you may learn
that your dog understands
your body language, tone
of voice, and gestures
more than words. For ex-
ample, “Wait” would be
better than “Wait for me”
when about to leave a dog
at home. However, if you
now use a longer chain of
words, you can shorten it
over time.

Body language is a
dog’s natural means of
communication.  Think
of a play bow when they
approach a canine friend,
a happy tail wag when
greeting you, or that ador-
able tip of the head that
may actually mean, “I
don’t quite understand
what you want!”

When dogs use vocal
communication, it is usu-
ally a clear bark, growl,
or whine that alerts you to
what the pup is concerned
about.

Build on Success!

Once you’ve adjust-
ed to using fewer words,
work on your tone of
voice and body language.
Put yourself in your dog’s
place and think about
what would encourage
you to run to a person call-
ing “Gelmek.” (“Come”
in Turkish).

Would you run towards
or away from someone
with a nasty tone and an-
gry body language? How
about someone with a
happy, encouraging pos-
ture and excited, welcom-
ing arm gestures?

It happens to all of us
from time to time. Our
dog does something we
don’t want or something
dangerous, and our reac-
tion tells our dog we are
angry. Remembering to
put all your retraining to-
gether will take discipline,
but doing that is more
likely to get the result you
want.

What Works

for Your Dog
As you work on edit-
ing your canine commu-
nication skills, note what

SllppOl’t // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

“These new Contin-
uum of Care grants will
allow us to continue our
work in housing our most
vulnerable populations —
those experiencing chron-
ic homelessness and suf-
fering from disabilities,”
said Chris Norris, Exec-
utive Director of Metro
Housing|Boston.  “With
the shortage of affordable
housing in our region,
these funds are crucial to
the success of the CoC
and to continuing the solid
partnerships we have with
participating service pro-
viders and the supportive
housing team at the May-
or’s Office of Housing.”

Mayor Wu has made
ending homelessness a
priority. Boston offers
services to homeless indi-
viduals by offering wrap-

around services to those
who require the additional
level of care. Chronical-
ly homeless individuals
have barriers that create
challenges to remaining
housed. These barriers can
include physical disabil-
ities, substance use dis-
orders, and mental health
challenges. As part of Bos-
ton’s plan, the City is com-
mitted to a “housing first”
approach to homelessness
which is based on the be-
lief that everyone should
have access to permanent
housing. In 2023, Bos-
ton housed 2,220 people
experiencing  homeless-
ness, including 463 family
households and 901 adult
individuals. Among those
are 119 unaccompanied
youth and young adults
as well as 157 veterans.

Last fall, a dozen City
departments and partner
agencies transformed how
the City cares for unshel-
tered constituents impact-
ed by substance use dis-
order, homelessness, and
untreated mental illness,
with a focus on the ‘Mass
and Cass’ / Newmarket
neighborhood.

Mayor Wu and the
City of Boston extend
their gratitude to the
Biden-Harris ~ Adminis-
tration and HUD for their
continued commitment to
addressing homelessness
and supporting communi-
ties nationwide. For more
information on the HUD’s
FY 2023 Continuum of
Care Competition Awards,
please visit HUD’s official
press release.

LEGAL NOTICE administered under informal 02/07/2024  An Automatic Restraining
COMMONWEALTH procedure by the Personal EB  Order has been entered in
OF MASSACHUSETTS Representative under the this matter preventing you
THE TRIAL COURT Massachusetts Uniform LEGAL NOTICE from taking any action which
PROBATE AND Probate Code without Commonwealth would negatively impact the
FAMILY COURT supervision by the Court. In- Of Massachusetts current financial status of
Suffolk Division ventory and accounts are not The Trial Court either party. SEE Supplemen-
INFORMAL PROBATE required fo be filed with the Probate and Family tal Probate Court Rule 411.
PUBLICATION Court, but inferested parties Court You are hereby summoned
NOTICE are entitled fo nofice regard- Suffolk Probate and required to serve
Docket No. ing the administration from And Family Court upon: Eduviges Cartagena
SU24P0172EA the Personal Representative 24 New Chardon St. 39 Westmore Rd. Apt. 2
Estate of: and can petition the Court Boston, MA 02114 Jamaica Plain, MA 02130,
Calogero Tinnirello in any matter relating to the ~ DIVORCE SUMMONS your answer, if any, on or
Date of Death: estate, including disiribution ~ BY PUBLICATION before 02/14/2024. If you
December 25, 2022 of assets and expenses of AND MAILING fail to do so, the court will
To all persons interested in administration. Inferested Docket No. proceed to the hearing and
the ahove captioned estate parties are enfitled to SU23D2274DR adjudication of this action.
by Petition of Petitioner petition the Court to institute  Eduviges You are also required to file
Pasqualina Buttiri of Wake- ~ formal proceedings and to Carfagena a copy of your answer, if any,
field, MA obtain orders terminating vs. in the office of the Register
AWill has been admittedto ~ or restricting the powers of Sheila M. of this Court.
informal probate. Personal Representatives Campos WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn,
Pasqualina Buttiri of appointed under informal To the Defendant: First Justice of this Court.
Wakefield, MA has been procedure. A copy of the The Plaintiff has filed a Com-  Date: December 20, 2023
informally appointed asthe ~ Petition and Will, if any, plaint for Divorce requesting  Stephanie Everett
Personal Representative of can be obtained from the that the Court grant a divorce  Register of Probate
the estate fo serve without Petitioner. for Irretrievable Breakdown. 02/07/24
surety on the bond. Stephanie L. Everett, Esq. The Complaint is on file at EB

The estate is being

Register of Probate Court

the Court.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

Moghadami, Sadegh Page, Tamara 11 Thurston St $1,220,000

Bennett, Angela M Magnolia Boardman LLC ~ 31-33 Boardman St#33-1  $715,000

Sanchez, Yareni Caralis, Lara G 39 Princeton St $1,675,000

Dunlap, Emmanuel Hall, lan 70 Webster St #1 $730,000

Gibson, Christina Faywood Rt 100 Faywood Ave $650,000
tony s

37 MAVERICK SQUARE ® EAST BOSTON ® 617/561-4495
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Dogs are better at understanding, tone, body language, and gestures than words. (Photo
by: Zbynek Pospisil)

works for your dog. Our
Poppy is a barker when she
hears another dog in the
building. We’ve tried “No
Barking” and “Hush!” to
no avail. However, if we
call out a happy “Come,”
she will often bounce over
to one of us, looking for a
reward. To ensure we are
not rewarding the barking,
we’ll ask her to do some
simple things she knows

well, like sit and down,
and then give random
treats.

When you note how
your dog reacts to the
word directions you use,
you may also notice other
simple words that evoke a
response in your compan-
ion. One day, our Maggie
rolled in the grass and un-
clipped her leash. Penny
remembered that Maggie

did not like anyone leav-
ing her pack and would do
her best to stop them. Pen-
ny said, “Goodbye, Mag-
gie,” and slowly backed
away. Maggie ran right to
her, and the loose dog cri-
Sis was over.

Do you have a question
or topic for City Paws?
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your
request.

ABCD offers free tax preparation for area residents

ABCD urges all resi-
dents of Boston and the
Mystic Valley who earned
$64.,000 or less in 2023 to
schedule a FREE in-per-
son tax prep appointment
right away at one of our
neighborhood sites by
calling 617-348-6329 or
visiting  bostonabcd.org/
tax.

ABCD is a co-founder
of the Boston Tax Help
Coalition, a public-pri-
vate collaboration with
the City of Boston and a
number of other non-prof-
it organizations, which
seeks to ensure the full
participation of all Boston
residents in the City’s eco-
nomic vitality and future.
Additionally, as a member
of the Massachusetts As-
sociation for Community
Action (MASSCAP) Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assis-
tance (VITA) network,
ABCD offers free tax
preparation services in the
Mystic Valley. Both the
Boston and Mystic Valley
coalitions fall under the
federal VITA program.

ABCD’s IRS-certified
tax preparers will be at our
11 neighborhood sites and
two satellite locations to
prepare and electronical-
ly submit returns through
in-person  appointments
and document drop off. In
addition, we are offering
evening tax prep services
at Brookside Community
Health Center in Jamaica
Plain. VITA volunteers
provide credit advising
and financial education
to clients in the form of
the Financial Check-Up
(FCU) - a light-touch
credit advising session in
which a trained Financial
Guide assists taxpayers in
understanding their cur-
rent financial situation,
including a review of an
individual’s credit report
and FICO score, a per-
sonalized one-year plan to
help improve their credit,
and relevant service refer-
rals. Our tax volunteers

are multilingual — fluent
in eight languages in-
cluding English, Spanish,
French, Mandarin, Can-
tonese, Vietnamese, Cape
Verdean Creole and Hai-
tian Creole. ABCD meets
people where they are.

“ABCD is proud to be
a longstanding partner
of the MASSCAP VITA
network and the Bos-
ton Tax Help Coalition,”
said ABCD President and
CEO Sharon Scott-Chan-
dler. “Free tax preparation
services bring millions of
dollars back into our com-
munities and help empow-
er underserved residents
in Boston and the Mystic
Valley by providing IRS
certified tax preparers at
easy to access sites in the
neighborhoods ensuring
that clients receive ev-
ery tax credit for which
they are eligible. The
Massachusetts Child and
Family Tax Credit, Rent-
al Deduction and Senior
Circuit Breaker increases
in 2023 are good news
for residents burdened by
the high cost of living. In
Massachusetts, according
to Prosperity Now, an es-
timated 24.3% of eligible
households do not claim
EITC. This credit can be
claimed retroactively for
the past three years. Eli-
gible taxpayers, including
some seniors, can qualify
for a sizable sum.”

Last year, ABCD
helped 3,103 residents
complete their state and
federal tax returns, gen-
erating  $5,395219 in
federal and state refunds
combined. A total of 488
clients filed for the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC)
which generated over
$1IM in refunds. We filed
384 Child Tax Credits on
behalf of our clients, gen-
erating $498,691 in re-
funds. For over 30 years,
ABCD has provided
more than 150,000 people
across the city with free
tax preparation services. A

list of required documents
to complete tax returns
can be found here.

Those who may quali-
fy for free tax preparation
services include:

e People who earned
$64,000 or less in 2023

* People with disabili-
ties

. Limited En-
glish-speaking taxpayers

ABCD’S IRS-certified
tax preparers will make
sure that residents receive
every tax relief measure
to which they are entitled
and that help reduce pov-
erty rates among under-
served households includ-
ing:

e EITC — Earned In-
come Tax Credit — one of
America’s most effective
anti-poverty initiatives —
EITC is a tax deduction
that rewards work. This
year, a Married Filing
Jointly family with three
or more children earning
up to $63, 398 and filing
jointly will receive total
federal and state EITC
deductions of $10,402 off
their 2023 income tax.
The IRS estimates that
one out of five eligible
taxpayers will not claim
EITC and will lose out on
this important credit.

* CTC - CHILD TAX
CREDIT - has increased
to $310 per qualifying
child in 2023.

e SENIOR CIRCUIT
BREAKER - a state tax
deduction providing se-
niors age 65 and older
who pay unsubsidized
rent or property taxes. The
maximum credit amount
for tax year 2023 has in-
creased from $1,200 to
$2590. If the credit owed
exceeds the amount of
the total tax payable for
the year, the additional
amount of the credit will
be refunded without inter-

est.
¢ RENTAL DEDUC-
TION —which has in-

creased from $3,000 to
$4.,000.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Times encourages residents to submit
engagement, wedding and birth announcements,
news releases, business and education briefs,
sports stories and photos for publication. ltems
should be forwarded to our offices at 385
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. We also encourage
readers to e-mail news releases and photos to
deb@reverejournal.com
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Wu leads the 44th annual Boston homelessness census

Special to the Times-Free Press

Last week Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu led a dedicated
group of volunteers, includ-
ing officials from the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development, City
and State officials, home-
lessness service providers,
local elected officials, and
public health and first re-
sponders in conducting the
44th annual homelessness
census for the City of Bos-
ton. The count of Bosto-
nians experiencing home-
lessness plays a crucial role
in guiding the allocation of
City resources to aid people
experiencing ~ homeless-
ness.

“Boston’s annual home-
lessness census is an oppor-
tunity to evaluate the needs
of unsheltered Bostonians
and connect individuals to
services,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “The data from
the census is crucial for
the City as we act with ur-
gency and care to create an
inclusive Boston for every-
one. We are grateful to our
state and federal partners
and the dedicated volun-
teers throughout the City
for their collaboration in
making this year’s census
possible.”

The street count is an
integral part of the City’s
comprehensive yearly
census, encompassing un-
sheltered adults, youth,
and families in emergency
shelters, transitional hous-
ing, domestic violence
programs, and individuals
living outside. This year,
more than 270 volunteers
canvassed 45 areas after
midnight, covering every
City neighborhood, Logan
Airport, and the transit and
parks systems. Volunteers
canvassed assigned areas,
identified those sleeping
on the street, conducted a
short survey, and provided

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX

Mayor Michelle Wu (center) participates in the 44th Annual
City of Boston Homeless Census.

individuals with import-
ant safety information and
items to help them keep
warm.

“The Annual Point-In-
Time count is an important
undertaking because it pro-
vides a national estimate
of the men, women, and
families in need of a home,
many who are struggling to
survive,” said Juana Ma-
tias, HUD New England
Regional ~ Administrator.
“We are grateful to be able
to take this opportunity to
join Mayor Wu, the City
of Boston, and commu-
nity partners to provide a
local estimate of Boston’
numbers and ensure this
data can be leveraged to
efficiently connect people
experiencing homelessness
to housing and supportive
services. The Biden-Harris
administration believes that
homelessness is solvable
and is committed to help-
ing localities to tackle this
growing crisis.”

The data from the in-per-
son surveys of unsheltered
individuals will undergo a
thorough analysis for ac-
curacy and will be cross-
checked and combined
with the results of the
shelter count. The annual

homelessness census, man-
dated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), is an
important requirement for
Boston receiving federal
grant funding from HUD
for housing and services for
those experiencing home-
lessness.

“I want to thank our part-
ners, our network of expe-
rienced non-profit organi-
zations and our dedicated
volunteers for joining us
for the point and time count
of people experiencing
homelessness in Boston,”
said Sheila Dillon, Chief of
Housing. “The census helps
to guide the critical work of
moving our homeless res-
idents into housing with
the services they need to
be successful. We look for-
ward to continuing to work
together with our partners
to help prevent and end
homelessness in Boston.”

“This census isn’t just
about numbers. It’s about
assessing the needs of our
most vulnerable and find-
ing ways to meet those
needs,” said Dr. Bisola
Ojikutu, Commissioner of
Public Health and Execu-
tive Director of the Boston
Public Health Commission.

$4M in grants awarded to combat human
trafficking and other gender-based offenses

During Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Month,
the Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration ~ announced
awards through two grant
programs that will enhance
enforcement and victim
services for survivors of
human trafficking, domes-
tic and sexual violence, and
stalking. The awards were
announced today during a
meeting of the Governor’s
Council to Address Sexual
Assault and Domestic Vio-
lence and Human Traffick-
ing.

Suffolk County received
two grants. One grant was
for $98,242 another for
Training and $146,915 for
Prosecution Award .

Grants totaling
$472428.50 were award-
ed to six District Attor-
ney’s Offices through the
FY24 Human Trafficking
Enforcement and Training
Grant Program. Now in its
second year, this state grant
program was designed to
support prosecutors’ efforts
to combat human traffick-
ing and enhance their ca-
pacity to identify, assist, and

provide referral services to
those most impacted.

In addition, $3,311,842.
in federal funding was
awarded to 43 state, lo-
cal, and nonprofit agencies
through the FFY23 Vio-
lence Against Women Act
(VAWA) grant program.
Agencies selected through
a competitive application
process to receive awards in
2022 were invited to apply
for continued funding. The
recipients are eligible for up
to two additional years of
funding, which is provided
through the Department of
Justice (DOJ) Bureau of
Justice Assistance (BJA).

The Office of Grants and
Research (OGR) manages
and administers both grant
programs in Massachusetts.
OGR program coordinators
will work with grant recip-
ients to provide reporting
and programmatic assis-
tance throughout the grant
period.

“In recognition of Hu-
man Trafficking Aware-
ness Month, we reaffirm
our deep commitment to
ensuring that every per-

* Revere + Everett » Winthrop * Lynn » East Boston * Chelsea + Charlestown
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son can live with dignity,
respect and free from fear
and abuse,” said Governor
Maura Healey. “This grant
funding will support survi-
vors of domestic and sexual
violence, human traffick-
ing, and stalking by invest-
ing in programs that pro-
mote healing and justice.
These grants allow profes-
sionals from diverse sectors
to provide survivors with
access to culturally appro-
priate and trauma-informed
services.”

“These grants represent
our ongoing commitment
to ending exploitation, inti-
mate partner violence, sex-
ual assault, and stalking,”
said Lt. Governor Kim
Driscoll, chair of the Gov-
ernor’s Council to Address
Sexual Assault, Domestic
Violence and Human Traf-
ficking. “The grant recip-
ients have a proven record
of delivering quality ser-
vices to prevent, reduce,
and address these crimes
and to provide victims with
the

HELP WANTED

REALESTATE
Sl Renls

Lind  Comnerca
RECRUITMENT
Pofessonel + Medicd
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Miscellaeors

HELP WANTED - PCA

Everett, Personal Care Assistant needed Monday
thru Friday 3pm-7pm. Call Susan 617-389-6190

DEADLINES: For classified line ads, deadlines are
Monday by 4 p.m. Call 781-485-0588

DELI HELP WANTED

Must be over 18 years old
Must be very flexible with
hours-Days-Evenings-

Please call Marc or Chris

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 week special!
Call 781-485-0588 .

Weekends

617-846-6880

LOOKING FOR Great Resulis? Call our classified
department. Call 781-485-0588.

“At BPHC, we know many
of our unsheltered residents
by name —and we know
their situations —and I am
grateful to the City and
all our partners for their
commitment to treating
our unsheltered residents
with compassion and help-
ing them get the care they
need.”

The City of Boston, with
its partners, continues its
work to end chronic and
veteran homelessness using
the Housing First approach.
This evidence-based ap-
proach aims to provide per-
manent and stable housing
without preconditions like
sobriety or treatment. In
recent years, City agencies
and community partners
have significantly rede-
signed the way services
are delivered to homeless

individuals, increasing re-
sources devoted to housing
and deploying new technol-
ogies to match homeless in-
dividuals with housing and
services.

“The annual Homeless
Census, conducted by the
City of Boston, provides
Pine Street Inn and other
agencies a critical snapshot
of trends in Boston,” said
Lyndia Downie, president
and executive director, Pine
Street Inn. “This important
data helps guide our strat-
egies and programs, as we
focus our efforts on moving
individuals off the street,
out of shelter and into a
permanent home. Boston’s
street homelessness rate is
around 3%, one of the best
in the nation, but any per-
son on the street is one too
many,” she added.

Last fall, a dozen City
departments and partner
agencies transformed how
the City cares for unshel-
tered constituents impacted
by substance use disorder,
homelessness, and untreat-
ed mental illness, with a fo-
cus on the ‘Mass and Cass’
/" Newmarket neighbor-
hood. In September 2023,
the City of Boston submit-
ted a grant proposal of $44
million to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development (HUD)
to support Boston’s home-
lessness programs in 2025
through HUD’s McKinney
Homeless Continuum of
Care program.

This year’s homeless
census results will be avail-
able in the coming months.
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EBNHC announces new Geriatric Complex Case Management Pilot Program

East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center (EB-
NHC) today announced
the launch of a Geriatric
Complex Case Manage-
ment (GCCM) Pilot Pro-
gram in partnership with
TD Bank. In an effort
to ensure that our old-
est community members
stay connected to vital
medical and wellness re-
sources and coordinated
senior care, GCCM will
improve EBNHC’s abili-
ty to provide wraparound
healthcare and supportive
services to seniors ages 55
and over.

“Older adults often
face additional barriers to
accessing vital care and
resources. With the sup-
port of TD Bank, we aim
to bridge those gaps by
linking seniors with co-
ordinated care programs
and support services that
solve for both medical
and social needs,” said
Greg Wilmot, EBNHC
President and CEO. “This
innovative program will
give seniors the attention
and care they deserve
and help them live more
healthful lives in our com-
munity.”

Of the 15,000 seniors
who receive care at EB-
NHC annually, approx-
imately 3,000 may need
additional services be-
yond traditional care. To
address this growing need,
GCCM will help seniors
understand their treatment
programs and connect

them to coordinated care

Bob Bolognese
Owner

programs, while also sup-
porting seniors who are
ineligible for those pro-
grams due to current asset
and income-eligibility re-
quirements. GCCM pro-
gram navigators will eval-
uate patients for program
eligibility, make referrals,
and if needed, assist with
enrollment into special-
ty programs, including
Neighborhood PACE
and Senior Care Options
(SCO).

“At TD, we are dedi-
cated to the wellbeing of
our communities, and this
initiative aligns with our
commitment to improve
access to healthcare for
all,” said Shelley Sylva,
Head of U.S. Corporate
Citizenship at TD Bank.
“We’re proud to stand be-
hind local organizations
that are identifying these
critical needs and prior-
itizing innovations that
enhance the quality of life
for residents. I'm thrilled
that we’re able to support
East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center and
look forward to seeing the
positive outcomes of this
pilot and the difference it
will make in the lives of
older adults.”

Capitalizing on TD’s
educational resources,
EBNHC will also partner
with TD Bank to provide
financial literacy and ed-
ucation opportunities for
EBNHC patients, includ-
ing education and training
to prevent seniors from
unintentionally ~ engag-

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM
Conveniently located On The Blue Line

* PICK-UP & DELIVERY

ing in financial and other
scams, whether online, by
phone, or in person.

“Thanks to the TD
Grant, we will be able to
better connect seniors in
the community to both
medical care and support
services like food and
nutrition programs, hous-
ing assistance and trans-
portation, ensuring that
the growing needs of the
older adult population in
our community are being
met,” said Calay Ip, Vice
President, Senior Care
Programs, East Boston
Neighborhood Health
Center.

EBNHC’s  Neighbor-
hood PACE and SCO
programs serve approxi-
mately 1700 seniors liv-
ing in East Boston, Chel-
sea, Winthrop, Revere,
Everett, Malden, Melrose,
Medford, Stoneham, and
surrounding towns in the
greater Boston area. Of-
fering highly personal-
ized, home-based coordi-
nated care, Neighborhood
PACE and SCO programs
allow seniors to maintain
independence and thrive
in the community, ulti-
mately giving patients and
caregivers peace of mind
and community connec-
tion. Neighborhood PACE
and SCO are supported
through agreements with
the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services,
MassHealth, and the East
Boston Neighborhood
Health Center.
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Joseph Cinelli.
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Wannetta Sarro, (left) Neighborhood PACE participant receiving physical therapy at Revere

PACE on Garofalo Street and Annette Cogliani, EBNHC Rehabilitation Aide.
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