
Special to the Times-Free Press

Last week, Boston 
Magazine released its an-
nual selection of the most 
influential Bostonians, 
adding Senator Lydia Ed-
wards to this list.  Accord-
ing to Boston Magazine, 
a publication reporting 
on Greater Boston since 
1805, increasing the list 
to 150 spots mirrors “the 
more-diffuse nature of 
power across the city as 
the former old boys’ net-
work becomes more di-
verse and inclusive.”  In 
fact, nearly half of this 
year’s list is comprised of 
women. 

In selecting her for this 
year’s Most Influential 
Bostonians, Boston Mag-
azine highlights Senator 
Edwards’ work on the 
Commonwealth’s mount-
ing housing shortage cri-

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

The Orient Heights 
Neighborhood Council 
(OHNC) had a jam-packed 
meeting on Monday, April 
17, in which residents 
voted on three projects 
proposed for the area and 
also listened to a presen-
tation for a development 
at the site of the old New 
England Casket Company. 

The first project up 
for debate was at 40 Ori-
ent Avenue, where the 
proponents are seeking 
to subdivide an existing 
15,000-square-foot lot to 
erect a new two-family 
dwelling. Residents did 
not seem to have many is-
sues with this proposal, as 
it was supported by a vote 
of 31 to 10. 

While the Orient Ave-
nue proposal saw signif-
icant support from resi-
dents, the same cannot be 
said for a project at 217 
Leyden Street. The Ley-
den Street project propos-
es subdividing the existing 
parcel into two and creat-
ing a two-unit dwelling on 
the new lot. 

Furthermore, the proj-
ect calls for renovations 
of the existing structure – 
to change the occupancy 
to a four-unit dwelling. 
As for how residents felt 
about the proposal – the 
most prominent concern 
seemed to be that the proj-
ect would be cramming a 
two-family home on a lot 
that is simply too small to 

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

As part of grants from 
Boston After School & 
Beyond, several youth 
programs are slated to re-
ceive funding this summer 
which will help provide 
even more support to the 
children of East Boston. 

Some of the programs 
set to receive funding in-
clude the Piers Park Sail-
ing Center, Veronica Ro-
bles Cultural Center, East 
Boston Social Centers, 
Boston Scores, and Har-
lem Lacrosse. At this time, 
the amount of funding that 
is projected for each pro-
gram is not finalized. 

As mentioned, Boston 
After School & Beyond – 
an organization with a net-
work of 475 after school 
and summer programs that 
focus on supporting chil-

dren outside of school – is 
helping make this funding 
possible through a De-
partment of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
(DESE) program. 

This DESE program 
was created to help youth 
in Massachusetts recov-
er from setbacks COVID 
caused and is called Af-
ter School and Out-of-
School Time Rebound 
(ASOST-R). 

As part of this program, 
the state selected non-prof-
it organizations – like 
Boston After School & 
Beyond – in six different 
regions across Massachu-
setts to distribute grants to 
after school and summer 
programs in their regions.

As part of the selection 
from the state Boston Af-
ter School & Beyond has 
been able to fund 68 pro-

grams throughout the City 
of Boston – including the 
aforementioned East Bos-
ton programs. 

To Chris Smith, Boston 
After School & Beyond’s 
Executive Director – the 
need for this type of fund-
ing cannot be understated, 
especially coming out of 
the pandemic. 

“Kids spend 80% of 
their waking hours outside 
of school, and what hap-
pens during those hours is 
important to how they do 
in school but also in life,” 
said Smith. 

He also spoke about 
how robust the pool of 
after school and summer 
programs are throughout 
the city and how these 
programs help kids build 
essential skills like critical 
thinking and teamwork, 
all while having fun. 

“When schools closed 
during COVID, the world 
saw how important these 
after school and summer 
programs are to the lives 
of kids and families,” said 
Smith. 

Moreover, Smith also 
spoke highly about the 
programs that are slated to 
receive funding, specifi-
cally in East Boston. In or-
der to receive these grants, 
programs had to meet 
certain criteria, such as 
serving kids at least three 
days a week, measuring 
program performance, and 
focusing on improving 
students’ skills. 

“The East Boston pro-
grams really exemplify 
that; they’ve been working 
with us for a long time,” 
said Smith. 
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Boston Magazine names Sen. Edwards one 
of 150 most influential Bostonians for 2023

Sen. Lydia Edwards.

See EDWARDS Page 3

By Dan Murphy

Katie O’Leary was in 
the midst of an eight-day 
cruise in the Bahamas 
earlier this month when 
someone texted O’Leary 
to let her know that she 
had been named one of 
150 Most Influential Bos-
tonians by Boston Maga-
zine as in its May issue.

“I’m really humbled,” 
said O’Leary, the direc-
tor of recovery for North 
Suffolk Community Ser-
vices and a Charlestown 
native. “It’s super cool, I 
can say that.”

Coming in at #137 on 
the list, Boston Magazine 
describes O’Leary, who 
now lives in Braintree, as 
someone who “has quiet-

Katie O’Leary of NSCS named one of 
Boston Magazine’s Most Influential Bostonians

See O’LEARY Page 3

Katie O’Leary.
COURTESY OF KATIE O’LEARY

Top Women in Boston

The Friends of Belle 
Isle Marsh, in conjunc-
tion with the Department 
of Conservation and Rec-

Pictured at the Friends of Belle Isle Marsh’s cleanup of the marsh in East Boston are the many residents who volunteered 
their environmental efforts in coordination with the annual celebration of Earth Day.

Leaders of the Friends of Belle Isle Marsh, from left: Vice 
President Carina Campobasso, Treasurer Erica Foley, Past 
President and Board Member Mary Mitchell, and Past Presi-
dent and Board Member Liz Regan.

Helping the Friends of Belle 
Isle Marsh on Earth Day are 
Sheamus Togher and Kath-
erine Togher, who proudly 
wear their Cleveland Guard-
ians and Cincinnati Bearcats 
sports caps respectively at 
the cleanup event.

Winthrop resident Remi 
Sabouri participates in the 
Friends of Belle Isle Marsh 
cleanup event on Earth Day 
2023.

reation, held a cleanup of 
the marsh on Earth Day, 
Saturday, April 22.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS



Page 2 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, April 26, 2023

Special to the Times-Free Press

The Massachusetts Leg-
islature passed a $388.6 
million supplemental bud-
get for Fiscal Year 2023 
(FY23). The legislation 
funds vital services that 
support vulnerable popu-
lations and address food 
insecurity, housing in-
stability, the state’s long-
term COVID-19 response, 
economic development, 
essential support services 
for incoming immigrants 
and refugees, and more. 
Notably, the bill extends 
initiatives first implement-
ed during the COVID-19 
pandemic, such as out-
door dining, remote pub-
lic meeting access, and 
support for assisted liv-
ing residences. The bill 
further authorizes $740.3 
million in bonding to bol-
ster the Commonwealth’s 
clean water and other 
public works projects for 
cities and towns, as well 
as to support the Com-
monwealth’s ability to 
compete for competitive 
federal grant funds.  

“This supplemental 
budget ensures that our 
Commonwealth continues 
to support the most vul-
nerable among us while 
also building on the les-
sons we learned during 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic,” said Senate President 
Karen E. Spilka (D-Ash-
land). “I’m proud to say 
that the Legislature has 
proven once again that it 
has the courage to chart a 
course that leaves no place 
or person in the Common-
wealth behind. I would 
like to thank our partners 
in the House, as well as 
Chair Rodrigues and his 
dedicated team at Senate 
Ways and Means, for their 
hard work and contribu-
tions to this supplemental 
budget.”

“I’m proud that, among 
several critical invest-
ments, this supplemental 
budget provides support 
for many of the most 
vulnerable residents and 
communities in Massa-

chusetts through funding 
for free school lunches, 
financial assistance to 
homeless shelters facing 
an increase in their mi-
grant population, and ex-
tended enhanced SNAP 
benefits,” said House 
Speaker Ronald J. Maria-
no (D-Quincy). “I want to 
thank Chairman Michle-
witz and all my colleagues 
in the House, as well as 
our partners in the Senate, 
for prioritizing this im-
portant legislation.”

“In partnership with the 
House, the Legislature has 
taken the necessary steps 
to keep the economy of 
the Commonwealth on a 
firm footing as we con-
tinue to emerge from the 
pandemic. The passage 
of this supplemental bud-
get today utilizes robust 
tax revenues to its fullest 
effect, making substantial 
investments in econom-
ic development, housing, 
education, and the social 
service safety net. Those 
investments, along with 
a forward-thinking long-
term bond authorization, 
will keep Massachusetts 
as a leader in the key 
economic sectors for de-
cades to come,” said Sen-
ator Michael J. Rodrigues 
(D-Westport), Chair of 
the Senate Committee on 
Ways and Means. “Thanks 
to the strong leadership of 
Senate President Spilka, 
and the commitment of 
my colleagues in the Sen-
ate, we sent a clear mes-
sage to the people that 
we will always look to 
protect our marginalized 
communities, support our 
education and health care 
workforce, and invest in 
local infrastructure as the 
Commonwealth continues 
to recover from the impact 
of the pandemic.”

“This relatively mod-
est supplemental budget 
addresses some of the 
most pressing needs the 
Commonwealth is facing. 
Whether it is ensuring 
that our school children 
have access to free meals, 
essential early childcare 

education grants, or di-
recting critical resources 
to deal with the influx of 
migrants coming into the 
Commonwealth, these 
funds will have an im-
mediate and positive ef-
fect for the residents of 
the state,” said House 
Committee on Ways and 
Means Chair Representa-
tive Aaron Michlewitz (D 
Boston). “I want to thank 
Speaker Mariano for his 
leadership on these issues, 
my counterpart Senator 
Rodrigues, and all my col-
leagues for their timely 
action on this matter.”

“This supplemental 
budget ensures that the 
needs of all residents of 
the Commonwealth are 
met, especially those who 
are most vulnerable, allo-
cating critical funding for 
essential services and ini-
tiatives that will support 
our communities. I am es-
pecially proud of our work 
to provide children access 
to free meals in school, 
enhance food assistance, 
further housing stability, 
and support immigrants 
in Massachusetts. I am 
grateful to Speaker Maria-
no and Chairman Michle-
witz for prioritizing these 
issues,” said State Repre-
sentative Adrian C. Mada-
ro (D-East Boston).

The bill invests $388.6 
million to address sev-
eral time sensitive needs 
for an array of programs 
relied on by some of the 
most vulnerable residents 
of the Commonwealth, 
including $130 million 
for SNAP food assis-
tance benefits to provide 
a path for families who 
were receiving enhanced 
SNAP benefits during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
$68 million for the Early 
Education C3 stabiliza-
tion grant program, $65 
million for the continua-
tion of free school meals, 
$45 million for emer-
gency shelter assistance, 
and over $40 million to 
support affordable hous-
ing for immigrants and 
refugees. Other measures 
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Massachusetts Legislature passes $388.6 million supplemental budget

Correction
We regret that in last week’s Times-Free Press article “East Boston native re-

ceives award for first book” Essmaa Litim’s father’s name was misspelled. Her 
father’s name is spelled Brahim. And Essmaa Litim received her award for her 
commitment to her neighborhood and workplace. Sorry for any inconvenience this 
may have caused.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Two men pleaded guilty 
to second-degree murder 
last week on two separate 
murder cases in Suffolk 
Superior Court, District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden 
announced.

Raul Gutierrez-Rosales, 
25, of Chelsea pleaded 
guilty on Friday to sec-
ond-degree murder for the 
stabbing death of Carlos 
Ramos, 22, on September 
3, 2019 in the area of West 
Eagle Street in East Bos-
ton. Rosales also pleaded 
guilty to witness intimi-
dation. Judge Mary Ames 
sentenced Rosales to life 
with a possibility of parole 
after 15 years.

Assistant District Attor-
ney David Bradley stated 
that on September 3, 2019, 
at approximately 11:20 
p.m., Rosales had a brief 
argument with Ramos and 
then left in a distinctive 
white custom convertible 
Mustang. A short time 
later, Rosales returned to 
West Eagle Street with 
others in the same Mus-
tang, and parked up the 
street from the scene of 
the incident. Rosales and 
the other individuals at-
tacked Ramos, stabbing 
and kicking him multiple 
times before fleeing the 
scene, leaving Ramos in 
the middle of the street.

Ramos was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital and pronounced 
dead shortly after. Sur-
veillance video captured 
part of the stabbing and 
Rosales’s distinctive car 
arriving and fleeing the 
area. Investigators tracked 
the Mustang to where Ro-
sales’ lived and worked, 

and subsequently discov-
ered Ramos’s DNA inside 
the car.

Marcus Ambrosio, 28, 
pleaded guilty to sec-
ond-degree murder and 
firearm offenses for the 
shooting death of Gregory 
Phillips, 25, on December 
10, 2018 outside of 155 
Savannah Avenue in Mat-
tapan. Judge Mary Ames 
sentenced Ambrosio to 
life with the possibility of 
parole after 15 years.

Assistant District Attor-
ney Craig Iannini said sur-
veillance footage from Sa-
vannah Ave. showed two 
males, one of whom was 
later identified as Ambro-
sio, exit a van and walk in 
the direction of Phillips’s 
car. Ambrosio and the oth-
er male continued walking 
down Savannah Ave. until 
they were out of camera 
view. While out of view, 
Ambrosio and the other 
male fired multiple shots 
into Phillips’s car. After 
running back to their car, 
both Ambrosio and the 
other male drove by Phil-
lips’s car and again fired 
multiple shots into his car.

In November 2019, 
Boston police were in-
formed that Massachu-
setts State police recov-
ered two firearms on the 
morning of December 13, 
2018. The firearms were 
discovered lying on ice 
under the Fellsway Bridge 
in Somerville. Firearm 
analysis connected the 
firearms to the Phillips 
murder. Cell tower re-
cords from Ambrosio’s 
phone placed him in the 
area of Fellsway Bridge 
on the night of December 
12, 2018.

Both Gutierrez-Rosales 
and Ambrosio were rep-
resented by Attorney John 
Geary.

“Although there is 
nothing we can do to bring 
back their loved ones, I 
hope that these defendants 
being held accountable 
will provide some sense 
of justice for the families 
involved. The evidence 
in both cases was over-
whelming and I applaud 
the collaborative work 
between my office and 
the investigators involved, 
resulting in these convic-
tions,” Hayden said.

All charged individu-
als are presumed innocent 
until and unless proven 
guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt.

Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden’s 
office serves the commu-
nities of Boston, Chelsea, 
Revere, and Winthrop, 
Mass. The office handles 
over 20,000 cases a year. 
More than 160 attorneys 
in the office practice in 
nine district and munici-
pal courts, Suffolk Supe-
rior Court, the Massachu-
setts Appeals Court, the 
Supreme Judicial Court, 
and the Boston Juvenile 
Courts. The office em-
ploys some 300 people 
and offers a wide range of 
services and programs to 
serve anyone who comes 
in contact with the crim-
inal justice system. This 
office is committed to ed-
ucating the public about 
the services we provide, 
our commitment to crime 
prevention, and our dedi-
cation to keeping the res-
idents of Suffolk County 
safe.

Two men pleaded guilty in separate murders 

funded in the bill include:
• $8.3 million for judg-

ments, settlements, and 
legal fees

• $7 million for coordi-
nated wraparound services 
for incoming immigrants 
and refugees

• $2 million for the re-
imbursement of SNAP 
benefits for victims of 
benefit theft

• $2 million for the 
preparation and execu-
tion of the 114th Nation-
al NAACP conference, 
which is taking place in 
Massachusetts in 2023

• $1 million for a pub-
lic awareness campaign to 
educate the public about 
the misleading tactics of 
so-called crisis pregnancy 
centers and their lack of 
medical services

• $250,000 for Repro-
ductive Equity Now’s free 
abortion-related legal ho-
tline.

The bill also authorizes 
$740.3 million in capital 
expenditures to support 
economic development 
projects. Notably, these 
include $400 million for 
the MassWorks Infra-
structure Program, which 
provides grants to cities, 
towns, and other public 
entities for infrastructure 
projects, and $125 million 
for state matching funds to 
compete for federal grant 
opportunities, including 
those funded through the 
CHIPS and Science Act, 
which encourage inno-
vation in Massachusetts. 
Other bonding items au-
thorized by the bill in-
clude: 

• $104 million for the 
Clean Water Trust Fund

• $34 million for a 
program to revitalize un-
derutilized properties

• $30 million for state 
matching funds to com-
pete for federal broadband 
expansion grants and im-
prove state broadband in-
frastructure

• $15 million for the 
Massachusetts Manufac-
turing Innovation Initia-
tive, which supports in-
novation within the state’s 
manufacturing industry, 
including by offering 
technical assistance to 
manufacturers and attract-
ing talent from outside of 
the state 

• $14 million for the 
Massachusetts Manufac-
turing Accelerate Program

• $9.3 million for broad-
band middle mile supports

• $8 million for the 
Smart Growth Housing 
Trust Fund.

Recognizing the soci-
etal shifts that have taken 
place during the pandem-
ic, the bill also addresses 
several pandemic-era re-
lated measures, including:

• Permanently allowing 
public corporations and 
nonprofits to hold certain 
meetings by means of re-
mote communication

• Permanently allowing 
notaries public to conduct 
remote online notariza-
tion using communication 
technology

• Extending the ability 
of graduates and students 
in their last semester of 
nursing education pro-
grams to practice nursing 
in accordance with guid-
ance from the Massachu-
setts Board of Registration 
in Nursing

• Extending popular 
pandemic-related provi-
sions including outdoor 
dining services, and beer, 
wine and cocktails to-go 
for a year

• Extending the ability 
of public bodies to allow 
remote participation by 
members in public meet-
ings

• Extending flexibilities 
given to municipalities to 
allow for representative 
town meetings to be held 
in hybrid or fully remote 
capacities and that autho-
rize reduced in-person 
quorum requirements

• Extending the abili-
ty of nurses employed by 
assisted living residences 
to provide skilled nursing 
care in accordance with 
valid medical orders, pro-
vided the nurse holds a 
valid license to provide 
such care.

The supplemental bud-
get includes the following 
provisions related to the 
end of the public health 
emergency on May 11, 
2023:

• Temporarily extend-
ing flexibility on ambu-
lance staffing

• Temporarily extend-
ing the ability of staff of 
a community program to 
administer prepackaged 
medications if in compli-
ance with DPH guidance

• Temporarily extend-
ing staffing flexibilities re-
lated to dialysis providers.

Having been passed by 
the Senate and the House, 
the supplemental budget 
now goes to the Governor 
for her signature.
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ly become a catalyst for 
change in a region that 
continues to struggle with 
addiction-related issues.”

But before O’Leary 
came to work in recovery 
services, she was in recov-
ery herself.

After graduating from 
Matignon High School in 
1998. O’Leary went off to 
attend college at UMass 
Amherst. Her drinking in 
college eventually esca-
lated into a problem, and 
she would later struggle 
with addiction to alcohol, 
as well as to opioids.

O’Leary made various 
attempts at sobriety before 
January of 2011 when she 
entered treatment for the 
last time and became truly 
sober.

In  October of 2013 - 
two years into her sobriety 
– O’Leary was receiving
recovery services from 
North Suffolk Mental 
Health Association (NS-
MHA) now North Suf-
folk Community Services
(NSCS) when she went to

work as a Recovery Coach 
for the organization. Her 
work mentor there was 
Kim Hanton, NSMHA’s 
former Director of Addic-
tion Services.

O’Leary was already 
well acquainted with Han-
ton, who was helping to 
start the Recovery Court 
at Chelsea District Court, 
when Katie’s father, Bob 
O’Leary, was working at 
the court.

Hanton had also helped 
both Katie and her sister, 
Bonnie O’Leary, “get into 
recovery during different 
points of our active addic-
tions,” said Katie.

Meanwhile, O’Leary 
excelled in her position 
with NSMHA, being 
named the organization’s 
Director of Recovery Sup-
port Services in 2017. She 
was promoted again to her 
current role in senior man-
agement last November.

O’Leary has helped 
open two new recovery 
facilities - Recovery on 
the Harbor in East Bos-

ton, and Hanton House in 
Chelsea. She was also in-
strumental in helping an-
other established recovery 
service,  StepRox in Rox-
bury, move and get their 
building permitted before 
reopening.

In March of 2022, 
O’Leary was one of 10 
women recognized as 
part of Chelsea District 
Court’s Women’s History 
Month Celebration in an 
event that acknowledged 
women who are “provid-
ing healing and promoting 
hope.”

Regarding O’Leary’s 
work, First Justice Mat-
thew Machera said at this 
time that “keeping people 
in recovery through these 
unprecedented times has 
been beyond remarkable.”

In light of receiving 
this recognition, O’Leary 
humbly said, “It’s not me. 
I’m getting recognized for 
all work my team does.”

And as much of a sur-
prise as the latest recog-
nition for O’Leary from 

Boston Magazine has 
been, she admits she had 
an  inkling something 
was afoot when Sen. Lyd-
ia Edwards reached out 
about six weeks ago to 
ask O’Leary for her bio, 
as well as to let O’Leary 
know that the senator 
would be nominating her 
as an Influential Bosto-
nian.

“Never in a million 
years did I think anything 
would come of it,” said 
O’Leary.

As for O’Leary ul-
timately receiving this 
recognition from Boston 
Magazine,  Sen. Edwards 
said: “Katie is a true life 
saver and first responder. 
She is a straight shooter, 
humble, kind and leads 
with her heart. Her jour-
ney and growth reflect the 
struggles of a lot of good 
people. She has been a 
guiding light for so many 
including myself. She 
serves as a bridge for so 
many on the long road to 
recovery. She demands 

a seat at the table for so 
many silenced by stigma 
and shame. Katie rep-
resents so many people 
that are everyday heroes.”

Meanwhile, O’Leary 
knows above all else, that 
recovery doesn’t come 
easily and requires hard 
work.

“The biggest miscon-
ception is someone once 
told me that ‘when the 
pain gets great enough, we 
change,’ and now we live 
in a world where there’s a 
pill that fixes everything,” 
she said. “But that’s not 
factual – people have to 
put in the work.”

Special to the Tiems-Free Press

Gov. Maura Healey and 
Energy and Environmen-
tal Affairs (EEA) Secre-
tary Rebecca Tepper have 
announced a new pilot pro-
gram to support cities and 
towns across Massachu-
setts in updating and put-
ting their climate change 
resiliency plans and proj-
ects into action. 

The announcement was 
made April 19 at the Belle 
Isle Marsh Reservation off  
Bennington Street.

The Municipal Vulner-
ability Preparedness Plan-
ning 2.0 (MVP 2.0) expands 
the MVP grant program, 
which provides communi-
ties with funding and tech-
nical support to identify 
climate hazards, develop 
strategies to improve re-
silience, and implement 
priority actions to adapt 
to climate change. After a 
year of reviewing the initial 
MVP Planning Grant pro-
gram and conducting exten-
sive stakeholder input, EEA 
developed MVP 2.0 to in-
clude new methods, tools, 
and resources for updating 
MVP plans and actions. 

“The climate crisis is one 
of our greatest challenges, 
but there is enormous op-
portunity in our response. 
We have the science, data, 
tools and commitment to 
help communities under-
stand how climate change 
impacts them and take 
action to advance resil-
iency and preparedness,” 
said Governor Mau-
ra Healey. “With the next 
phase of the Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness 
Program, we will harness 
the incredible resources at 
our disposal and bring peo-
ple together to protect our 
environment, grow our 
economy and build a more 
resilient future.” 

“As a former mayor, I’ve 
seen firsthand the impact of 
the Municipal Vulnerabil-
ity Preparedness Program 
on local communities,” 
said Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll. “Our ad-
ministration is about ac-

tion – this new iteration of 
the project will take these 
resiliency plans and put 
them into action so our cit-
ies and towns are better pre-
pared to withstand changing 
temperatures, flooding, and 
other climate impacts.” 

MVP 2.0 provides com-
munities with guidance 
and funding to center resi-
dents most impacted by cli-
mate change in the update 
process. Cities and towns 
will also receive innova-
tive training on climate 
resilience best practices, 
equity, and environmental 
justice, revisit priorities in 
their current MVP plans 
based on this new knowl-
edge and engagement and 
receive technical assistance 
and $50,000 of guaran-
teed funding to develop 
and implement an action 
project. A new web tool 
called Guides for Equitable 
and Actionable Resilience 
(GEAR) will launch with 
the program in the next few 
weeks and aid communi-
ties in understanding how 
local climate impacts may 
intersect with topics like 
housing and public health 
through data explorations, 
case studies, and key ac-
tions communities can take 
to build resilience. 

“As we transition to 
clean energy, we also need 
strong protections against 
the climate impacts al-
ready burdening our res-
idents,” said Energy and 
Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Rebecca Tep-
per.  “We are excited to 
keep growing and evolv-
ing this program to meet 
the needs of our commu-
nities while achieving our 
climate goals.” 

EEA will award fund-
ing to a maximum of 30 
communities, five in each 
region, to undergo the two-
year pilot program. Pilot 
communities will hire a 
vendor with skills in cli-
mate resilience, facilita-
tion, and equity and build a 
community team with com-
munity liaisons, or commu-
nity members who are from 

and/or have strong relation-
ships with environmental-
justice and other priority 
populations who will be the 
most impacted by climate 
change. These community 
liaisons will be compen-
sated for their time through 
grant funding. 

“The emphasis on en-
gaging environmental jus-
tice communities and orga-
nizations most impacted by 
climate change and requir-
ing climate justice training 
for participants are exciting 
parts of this new pilot pro-
gram,” said Undersecretary 
of Environmental Justice 
and Equity María Belén 
Power. “I look forward to 
working with the MVP 
program and other Com-
monwealth grant programs 
to ensure our funding sup-
ports our environmental 
justice and equity goals.” 

Currently, 99 per-
cent, or 349, of munici-
palities in Massachusetts 
have completed or are cur-
rently completing the orig-
inal MVP Planning Grant 
process. Dunstable, Flor-
ida, Gill, Oakham, Peru, 
Russell, Shelburne, and 
Wales received awards this 
year. Communi-
ties that completed the ini-
tial MVP Planning Grant 
program are eligible to 
apply to implement their 
climate resilience priorities 
through the MVP Action 
Grant program. 

Communities are en-
couraged to apply to MVP 

2.0 as regional groups 
where feasible, and com-
munities with MVP plans 
that are five years old are 
particularly encouraged to 
apply for the MVP 2.0 pilot 
to update their plans with 
the new process, tools, and 
data that are incorporated 
into the program. Federal-
ly-recognized and state-ac-
knowledged Tribes and 
Regional Planning Agen-
cies applying on behalf of 
a municipality or group of 
municipalities are also able 
to apply. 

“We look forward to pro-
viding resources for com-
munity-based planning and 
climate resilience projects 
through the MVP 2.0 pi-
lot and using this work to 

inform a full rollout to all 
communities anticipated 
next year,” said Undersec-
retary of Decarbonization 
& Resilience Katherine 
Antos. “We will also pro-
vide opportunities for com-
munities to network, share 
lessons learned, and pro-
vide feedback to EEA as 
we continue to improve the 
program.” 

The FY24 round of 
MVP Action Grant funding 
is also currently open for 
applications through May 4, 
2023. MVP Action Grants 
provide funding for com-
munities’ climate resilience 
priority projects focused 
on proactive strategies to 
address climate change 
impacts. This may include 

actions to invest in and 
protect environmental jus-
tice neighborhoods and 
improve public health, na-
ture-based solutions to miti-
gate the impacts of extreme 
heat and flooding, and cli-
mate resilience-focused 
regulatory updates, among 
others.  

Communities participat-
ing in the MVP 2.0 pilot 
round will still be able to 
apply for and implement 
MVP Action Grants at the 
same time. After the pilot 
round, EEA intends to re-
quire all communities to 
undergo MVP 2.0 to main-
tain eligibility in applying 
for MVP Action Grants, 
starting with those with the 
earliest MVP plans. 
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Healey-Driscoll administration launches new climate resiliency program

Governor Maura Healey joins state and local officials and Friends of Belle Isle Marsh members for a photo following the 
press conference announcing the state’s new climate resiliency program.

Pictured with Governor Maura Healey at the April 19 press conference at Belle Isle Marsh 
announcing the state’s new climate resiliency program, from left, are: Rep. Jeff Turco, Rep. 
Jessica Giannino, Heather O’Brien, Rep. Adrian Madaro, Winthrop Town Manager Tony 
Marino, and Bill Schmidt.

sis.  Within one year, Ed-
wards was appointed to the 
position of Senate Chair 
of the Joint Committee 
on Housing for the 2023-
2024 Legislative Session.  
Boston Magazine also em-
phasizes the importance of 
Edwards’ unique ability to 
make lasting and power-
ful relationships with key

stakeholders and decision-
makers in the Common-
wealth as a central reason 
in positioning her among 
this year’s list of Boston’s 
most effective and cele-
brated leaders.  

The final list of Bos-
ton Magazine’s 150 Most 
Influential Bostonians 
reflects a profound shift

toward leadership gender 
parity.  Massachusetts res-
idents can expect Edwards 
to continue to fight for the 
needs of her constituents.  
“I’m honored and grateful 
to have the opportunity to 
serve.  Like with all acco-
lades, I did not get this on 
my own.  My family, staff, 
colleagues, and constitu-

ents all played a part and 
helped me.  Even those 
that disagree with me 
teach me through respect-
ful discourse.  All I can say 
is thank you.”  Read more 
about Boston Magazine’s 
May 2023 issue listing the 
150 Most Influential Bos-
tonians, here: https://bit.
ly/3UUWGan.

Edwards// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

O’Leary// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Makes announcement at  Belle Isle Marsh
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Special to the Times-Free Press

In celebration of Earth 
Day (April 22) and build-
ing on her commitment 
to make Boston a green-
er and more sustainable 
city, Mayor Michelle Wu 
and the Public Works 
Department announced 
the expansion of the food 
waste curbside collec-
tion program, increasing 
from its current capacity 
servicing 10,000 house-
holds to 30,000. Since 
launching in August 2022, 
the program has allowed 
residents to conveniently 
dispose of their household 
food waste, while also re-
ducing the City’s reliance 
on landfills and inciner-
ators. The curbside food 
waste collection program 
was initially announced 
last May. The City is now 
surpassing the original ex-
pansion goal for the sec-
ond year of the program, 
due to high interest from 
residents. To date, the pro-
gram has collected over 
800 tons of curbside food 
waste at no cost to resi-
dents. 

 “As we celebrate Earth 
Day, I’m excited to an-
nounce the expansion of 
this highly successful pro-
gram that builds on our 
efforts to make Boston a 
Zero Waste City through 
sustainable food waste 
disposal,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “The strong in-
terest in our pilot program 
gave us a clear sign that 
residents are eager to par-
ticipate in curbside food 
waste collection if the re-
sources are available. This 
expansion will make it 
easier for more residents 
to help our City fight the 
effects of climate change.”

“I look forward to the 
expansion of the curb-
side food waste collection 
program to more of our 
households. I have been 
working closely with my 
Council colleagues on the 
issue of pest control, and 
I believe this program is 
part of the solution for 
cleaner streets as we sep-

arate food sources from 
our trash,” said Council 
President Ed Flynn. “This 
is much better for the en-
vironment and will help 
improve the quality of life 
for all our residents.”

Beginning in July, the 
City’s Waste Reduction 
Division will begin on-
boarding new households 
into the program, and will 
continue to add house-
holds each month until 
its capacity of 30,000 is 
reached. Residents who 
were previously placed on 
the waiting list for pick-up 
service will be enrolled 
first in the program. Res-
idents who have not previ-
ously signed up but want 
to can do so here. Food 
waste curbside pick-up 
will continue to align with 
residents’ scheduled trash 
and recycling collection 
days. 

“The interest in the 
curbside food scrap pro-
gram has been remarkable, 
so expanding our service 
capacity and offering the 
program to more residents 
was an easy decision,” 
said Chief of Streets, San-
itation and Transportation 
Jascha Franklin Hodge. 
“We look forward to our 
continued partnership with 
the community as we work 
together to achieve our 
Zero Waste goals.”

“At the City Coun-
cil, we’re committed to 
moving toward a greener, 
cleaner Boston,” said Bos-
ton City Councilor Kendra 
Lara. “This expansion of 
the food scrap program sig-
nals exciting prospects for 
what we can achieve as a 
City when our goals align.”

The food waste, which 
is collected through a part-
nership between Garbage 
to Garden and Save That 
Stuff, is recycled to make 
clean energy and nutri-
ent-rich compost. Food 
scraps sent to Waste Man-
agement’s CORe Facility 
in Charlestown are made 
into a slurry for easier pro-
cessing. The slurry is then 
transported to North Ando-
ver’s GLSD anaerobic di-

gestion facility where it is 
turned into biogas and re-
newable electricity which 
is sent to the grid. Com-
posting is an important 
part of this program, and in 
partnership with Garbage 
to Garden and Save That 
Stuff, the City is exploring 
options to expand and se-
cure more composting sites 
for Boston’s food waste.

Any Boston resident 
who lives in a residential 
building with six units or 
less is eligible to enroll in 
the program. The City is 
prioritizing enrollment in 
the program to residents 
in environmental justice 
communities, based on 
the state’s criteria for such 
communities coupled with 
proximity to a Project Os-
car compost drop-off site. 

In June, compost bin 
“starter kits’’ will be de-
livered to residents whose 
curbside pick-up service 
begins in July. Another 
batch of curbside bins will 

be delivered in July with 
service beginning in Au-
gust. The “starter kits’’ in-
clude an onboarding man-
ual, a roll of liners, kitchen 
bin, collection bin, and 
a magnet outlining what 
food scraps are and are not 
accepted in the program. 
Accepted materials in-
clude common household 
food scraps such as coffee 
grounds, fruits and vegeta-
bles, meat and seafood, and 
eggs. 

This expansion an-
nouncement aligns with 
Boston’s Zero Waste Plan, 
outlining the City’s strat-
egy to reduce its waste by 
2035. MassDEP estimates 
that food waste accounts 
for more than 25 percent 
of the waste stream in 
Massachusetts after recy-
cling. When sent to land-
fills or incinerators, food 
waste can generate harmful 
greenhouse gasses, lose 

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the 
editor. Our mailing address is 385 

Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.   
Letters may also be e-mailed to 

editor@eastietimes.com.   
Letters must be signed. We reserve 

the right to edit for length 
and content.
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By Frank Ramirez 

On Tuesday, April 18, 
U.S. Senator Bob Me-
nendez (D-N.J.) unveiled 
his recommendations for 
managing migration and 
refugees in the Western 
Hemisphere. The Me-
nendez Plan provides the 
Biden Administration with 
a sustainable and structur-
al response to migration 
in the region that will re-
duce pressure on the U.S. 
southwest border.

In a press release, Sen-
ator Mendez said “the 
Biden Administration’s 
decision to implement 
short-term deterrence pol-
icies fail to address the cy-
cle of irregular migration 
at our southwest border. 
My plan provides a set of 
policies that will secure 
our borders without sac-
rificing our domestic and 
legal obligations to asy-
lum seekers by working 
with partners in the region 
to give people alternative 
options to illegal smug-
gling networks. This plan 
largely includes policies 
that President Biden can 
pursue without Congress, 
until Republicans decide 
to come to the table and 

help the administration 
manage the current chal-
lenge.”

The East Boston Com-
munity Council (EBCC) 
join UnidosUS President 
& CEO, Janet Murguía, in 
her endorsement of Sen-
ator Menendez plan, “we 
applaud Senator Menen-
dez for his timely, prag-
matic, and forward-look-
ing plan to address the 
humanitarian challenges 
our country is facing on our 
southern border. His plan 
is the kind of construc-
tive and solutions-driven 
vision that Hispanic vot-
ers and millions of other 
Americans want to see: an 
immigration system that 
is humane, efficient, and 
secure.”

The Menendez 
Plan proposes four pillars 
to effectively manage mi-
gration in the Americas, 
from addressing the driv-
ers of migration in the 
region to establishing bor-
der policies that maintain 
order and safety for mi-
grants, refugees, and law 
enforcement alike:

1. Create New Legal 
Pathways and Expand Ex-
isting Pathways to Reduce 

Pressure at the Southwest-
ern Border

2. Increase Resources at 
the Border to Process Asy-
lum Seekers and Remove 
People without Legal 
Claims to Stay in the U.S.

3. Expand Humanitar-
ian Assistance and De-
velop Financing to Better 
Integrate Migrants & Ref-
ugees in Countries Across 
the America

4. Elevate Efforts to 
Counter Transnational 
Criminal Organizations 
Involved in Human Traf-
ficking & Smuggling

We support Janet’s en-
dorsement of The Me-
nendez plan because 
since its foundation in 
1979, EBCC have pro-
moted justice under the 
law for Immigrants and 
limited English-speaking 
newcomers to the United 
States who live in East 
Boston.  EBCC efforts in-
clude:

• To educate program 
participants about the 
American legal system 
and their rights under the 
law;

• To promote the 
achievement of optimal 
immigration status by 

individuals who are not 
United States citizens 
and full attainment of the 
protections and benefits 
afforded them under the 
law;

• To promote access to 
legal representation; and,

• To support effec-
tive legal representation 
of program participants 
through the provision of 
interpretation/translation, 
escort, and related ser-
vices.

Frank Ramirez con-
cluded “we support poli-
cies and law-makers that 
shape reforms that even-
tually legalize more than 3 
million of undocumented 
immigrants and facilitates 
the path to citizenship to 
DACA holders. We will 
continue in our tradition 
that through services, ed-
ucation, advocacy, and 
organizing, EBCC works 
with newcomers and peo-
ple of lower income to im-
prove the quality of life, 
foster mutual respect, and 
promote justice, equality, 
and solidarity.”

Frank Ramirez is the 
Executive Director East 
Boston Community Coun-
cil

A sustainable and structural response to migration

ANTISEMITISM HAS NO 
PLACE IN OUR SOCIETY

As we were reading about the federal court trial that 
is getting underway this week of the 50 year-old Penn-
sylvania man charged with fatally shooting 11 people 
and wounding six at a Pittsburgh synagogue in 2018, 
which was the deadliest antisemitic attack in U.S. his-
tory, we at first felt a sense of irony -- which then turned 
to sadness -- and finally into anger.

Irony, because this miscreant’s trial follows Holo-
caust Remembrance Week, which was observed last 
week (Holocaust Remembrance Day itself was last 
Tuesday) throughout the world.

Sadness, for the innocent victims of his rampage, 
most of whom were elderly worshippers, whose lives 
were taken at the Tree of Life synagogue on the morn-
ing of Oct. 27, 2018.

And anger, that antisemitism not only still exists, but 
is growing all across our country.

When we were young, the typical antisemitic act 
consisted of a rock thrown through the window of a 
temple or some ant-semitic graffiti. But those acts of 
vandalism typically were committed by teens who had 
been drinking, and who were as likely to throw rocks 
through a school window as a synagogue.

But in recent years, antisemitic violence has escalat-
ed exponentially, both in numbers and in severity, of 
which the Tree of Life mass shooting is the apotheosis.

The Anti Defamation League (ADL) found that the 
number of antisemitic incidents in the U.S. increased 
by more than 36 percent in the past year, from 2,721 in 
2021 to 3,697 in 2022. Antisemitic and white suprema-
cist propaganda in the U.S. also hit new levels.

According to the ADL’s web site, 2022 saw the high-
est number on record since the ADL began tracking an-
tisemitic incidents in 1979, marking the third time in 
the past five years that the year-end total has been the 
highest number ever recorded.

The ADL also noted that incidents increased in each 
of the major audit categories: antisemitic harassment in-
creased 29% to 2,298; antisemitic vandalism increased 
51% to 1,288; and antisemitic assaults increased 26% 
to 111.

This trend is having a profound effect upon our fel-
low citizens of the Jewish faith.

A New Jersey rabbi wrote a column in the New York 
Times over the weekend in which he said::

“In the four years since the shooting at the Tree of 
Life Congregation in Pittsburgh, American Jewish in-
stitutions have developed rapid-response playbooks to 
address concrete terror threats and best practices have 
been shared around the country. We have invested in 
our security infrastructure and communicated those 
changes to our congregants. Over the past few years 
we’ve added cameras, panic buttons, shatterproof film 
to our windows, and boulders meant to keep cars from 
plowing into our buildings.”

For those of us who were born shortly after the end 
of WWII, it is inconceivable that antisemitism can be 
on the rise. To be sure, antisemitism always has existed 
in our country, but when we were growing up in the 
‘60s and ‘70s in the immediate aftermath of WWII and 
the Holocaust, it seemed that the lessons of the horrors 
of WWII had been learned and that the world was be-
coming a better place, not only for Jews, but for people 
of all races and creeds.

So it has been with a profound sense of sadness, dis-
may, and anger for us to witness the sharp increase in 
antisemitic acts across the United States today. 

The theme of Holocaust Remembrance Week is that 
the world must never forget what can happen when hate 
and politics merge to create a force of evil. That is a 
message that is just as timely today as it ever has been.

Wu announces expansion of curbside food waste collection

See COLLECTION Page 6
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By Dan Murphy

A familiar face around 
City Hall over the past 
few years, Henry Santana 
will be among the candi-
dates for City Councilor 
at-Large this fall.

Santana, 27, who serves 
as the city’s Director of the 
Office of Civic Organiz-
ing, was born in Bani, Do-
minican Republic. He im-
migrated to the U.S. with 
his family at age 3 and 
moved into public housing 
in the Alice Taylor Boston 
Housing Authority apart-
ments in Mission Hill, 
the neighborhood where 
his parents still live today. 
“I’m a product of Boston,” 
he said proudly.

Like his parents, San-
tana didn’t speak English 
upon arriving in Boston, 
where they all learned the 
language. 

“We all got the prop-
er education we couldn’t 
have in the Dominican 
Republic,” said Santana, 
now a bilingual English 
and Spanish speaker.

Santana attended Bos-
ton Public Schools and, 
between junior high and 
high school, spent one 
year at Beacon Acade-
my, a Boston-based pro-
gram that, according to its 
website, “prepares highly 
motivated students from 
communities with limited 
resources to succeed in 
competitive high schools, 
colleges, and careers.”

After completing the 
rigorous 14-month pro-
gram at Beacon Academy,  
Santana entered board-
ing school as a freshman 
at Fryeburg Academy in 
Maine, where he had ac-
cess to the school’s rich 
resources, including its 
own dedicated math-and-
science building; a gym 
with a fitness center; and 

even a woodworking stu-
dio.

Santana “broke barri-
ers” during his four years 
at Fryeburg Academy, he 
said, becoming the sec-
ond-ever class president 
in the school’s history.

During high school, 
Santana returned to Bos-
ton in the summers and 
worked as a junior coun-
cilor for the Mission Hill 
Summer Program, which 
he first attended as a 
7-year-old camper. He re-
mained with the program 
during summers in college 
as well, eventually be-
coming a senior councilor 
and program director.

“Spending time in 
Maine and then coming 
back to Boston and serv-
ing in [the Mission Hill 
Summer Program], I real-
ly saw the lack of resourc-
es that youth in Boston 
really had access to,” said 
Santana, “and that really 
motivated me to serving 
my community.” 

Upon graduating from 
Fryeburg Academy, San-
tana returned to the Boston 
area to attend Lasell Uni-
versity in Newton, where 
he originally planned to 
pursue a degree in educa-
tion.

“I really thought I want-

ed to be an educator,” he 
said. “I thought I wanted 
to be a teacher or a princi-
pal one day.”

While attending col-
lege, however, Santana 
said he quickly came to 
the realization that it was 
local and state govern-
ment “who has access to 
making decisions.” He 
subsequently changed his 
academic focus to major-
ing in history, with a mi-
nor in political science.

Weeks after graduating 
from Lasell University, 
Santana visited Beacon 
Academy, where he struck 
up a conversation with one 
of program’s directors. He 
mentioned to her that he 
hoped to get involved in 
politics. By chance, this 
connection was a rela-
tive of Kenzie Bok’s and 
put Santana in touch with 
the future District 8 City 
Councilor as Bok was 
embarking on her maiden 
campaign for office.

While he would eventu-
ally join Bok’s campaign, 
Santana said he first de-
cided to do his due dili-
gence by acquainting him-
self with all the candidates 
in the five-way race.

“They were running 
to represent the neigh-
borhood I grew up in, so 
I wanted to make sure I 
was basically engaged and 
educated, and that I was 
aligned with the candi-
dates and their ideas and 
priorities,” said Santana.

Santana got to know 
Bok better over the course 
of that summer, and by its 
end, she had offered him 
the position as her cam-
paign’s field director.

After Bok proceeded 
to win the election as the 
top vote-getter in all the 
neighborhoods she would 
come to represent, she 
offered Santana the role 

as her office’s Director of 
Operations and Mission 
Hill and Fenway Liaison.

Councilor Bok was 
sworn in January of 2020, 
and two months later, the 
pandemic struck.

“We really had to buck-
le down with constituent 
services and make sure the 
most vulnerable people 
in the district were pro-
tected and connected to 
our office,” said Santana. 
“Because we were a new 
office, we wanted to make 
sure that the whole district 
knew we were available to 
them.”

Additionally, Santana 
said: “We saw firsthand the 
challenges that families 
and residents, especially 
vulnerable residents, were 
experiencing, and we tried 
to do our best to connect 
residents with the resourc-
es they needed.”

In February of 2022, 
Mayor Michelle Wu se-
lected Santana for his 
current role as the city’s 
Director of the Office of 
Civic Organizing. 

“I love it,” Santana said 
of the position  that has 
charged him with work-
ing to improve the facil-
ities and infrastructure 
of the city’s public hous-
ing. “I’ve been honored 
to serve in a position and 
in a new office that real-
ly focuses on identifying 
different barriers that res-
idents are facing in en-
gaging with local politics, 
and creating programs and 
initiatives that break down 
those barriers.”

Santana will take a 
leave of absence from this 
role at the end of April to 
focus on his campaign.

If elected, Santana, a 
self-described “product 
of public housing,”  said 
“the investments we need 
to make to expand afford-

able housing” would rank 
among his top priorities.

Matilda Drayton, pres-
ident of the Tenant Task 
Force at Alice Taylor, 
the BHA housing devel-
opment where Santana 
grew up, said in an April 
3 press release announc-
ing his candidacy: “We 
are so proud of Henry. We 
need more candidates that 
know firsthand about liv-
ing in public housing and 
can advocate for us.”

Another top priority for 
Santana is “civic engage-
ment,” particularly pro-
viding affordable options 
for after-school and sum-
mer programming to the 
city’s youth. 

Moreover, Santana said: 
“Public safety is a big is-
sue that I want to focus 
on. Obviously, there are 
hot zones where violence 
is most likely to happen, 
but across the neighbor-
hoods, there’s a sense of 
feeling unsafe…whether 
it’s walking your dog or 
going to the convenience 
store.”

As city councilor, San-
tana said he would strive 
to better connect Boston 
Police with communities 
to “build trust and trans-
parency” between them.

But Santana also realiz-
es that communities can-
not heal if pathways aren’t 
created for returning citi-
zens.

David Jean-Jacques, 
executive director of the 
Big Hope Project, said in 
a press release: “As some-
one who’s spent years 
working with incarcerated 
individuals, I know first-
hand how important it is 
to have leaders who pri-
oritize criminal justice re-
form and support reentry 
programs. Henry Santana 
is that kind of leader. He 
understands the challeng-

es faced by the formerly 
incarcerated and is com-
mitted to ensuring they 
have the resources they 
need to successfully rein-
tegrate into our communi-
ty.”

Meanwhile, Councilor 
Bok has endorsed Santa-
na for City Councilor at-
Large.

“Henry Santana has a 
heart for service and an 
instinct to include every-
one,” Councilor Bok said 
in part in an April 19 press 
release announcing her 
endorsement of him. “He 
knows firsthand how pub-
lic housing and great youth 
programming gave him 
the opportunity to thrive 
in Boston, and he wants to 
lay that same foundation 
for every other person in 
our city. I’m proud to en-
dorse him for an At-Large 
seat on the Boston City 
Council, where his expe-
rience in city government 
and his passion for civic 
engagement will make 
him a great champion for 
all our communities.”

Councilor Bok contin-
ued: “When the pandem-
ic hit, I saw how Henry 
served as a resource to 
his whole community. 
He was the person who 
helped our office connect 
with Mission Hill families 
that were hungry during 
lockdown, and who Tobin 
School teachers asked for 
help delivering computers 
and reaching out to absent 
students. As a former di-
rector of the annual afford-
able summer camp in Mis-
sion Hill, he has also been 
a mentor and role model 
to countless young people, 
whom he still connects to 
resources and opportuni-
ties. I know that the entire 
city of Boston would ben-

COURTESY OF HENRY SANTANA

Henry Santana, a candidate 
for City Councilor at-Large.

Henry Santana, a familiar face around City Hall, makes bid for City Councilor at-Large

See SANTANA Page 6
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Atlantic Works Gallery 
held an artist reception 
for “Overcoming Chal-
lenges Through Colors” 
on April 20. The exhibit 
features vibrant, abstract 
pour paintings by San-
drine Colson and Kristen 
Freitas, and is on display 
through April 29. 

“I think a lot of people 
use art to express their 
emotions,” said Feitas. 
“Everyone needs a little 
happiness in their life in 
bold colors. It’s a celebra-
tion of hope after covid.”

The vivid and dynamic 
pieces are interpretations 
of Colson and Freitas’s 
struggles, desires, and 
joys. 

Colson described how 
her works depict prevail-
ing through obstacles: 
negative memories, men-
tal and health complica-
tions, as well as environ-
mental issues. 

French-born Colson 
is a science teacher and 

East Boston resident. Her 
quadriptych series, “Not 
So Dark After All,” uti-
lizes bright spots of color 
against panels of black 
and white to comment on 
depression. 

“She is experimental 
with her work,” observed 
gallery member, Christine 
Palamidessi, about Col-
son. 

“Within each dark mo-
ment or mood we have, 
there is hope, which I 
think is beautiful.”

Freitas demonstrat-
ed her two techniques 
that she began practic-
ing during the pandem-
ic: pouring paint directly 
onto a canvas, and then 
maneuvering the canvas; 
and layering paint in a cup 
before pouring it on the 
canvas. 

“I’ve always loved col-
ors. They mix within them-
selves so you get muted 
tones or vibrant tones by 
manipulating the canvas,” 
explained Freitas, who has 
been a gallery member for 

OVERCOMING CHALLENGES THROUGH COLORS

10 years. “The outcome 
is always a unique sur-
prise. Some people see the 
planet. Some people see 
the ocean. I like abstract 
art because people will 
interpret it however they 
want.”

Feitas is a Newton res-
ident and full-time artist. 
Her 3-year-old daughter’s 
nursery serves a dual pur-
pose as a studio space. 
Freitas boasted that her lit-
tle one is already skilled at 
drawing, and enjoys shar-

ing which of her mother’s 
paintings are her favorites. 

View “Overcoming 
Challenges Through Col-
ors” at the Atlantic Works 
Gallery, located at 80 Bor-
der Street, East Boston, 
Friday – Saturday 2-6pm, 
or by appointment by call-
ing (857) 302-8363, or 
emailing contact@Atlan-
ticWorks.org.  Learn more 
about upcoming shows 
by visiting www.Atlan-
ticWorks.org. 

Artist, Sandrine Colson, posing with her four paintings.

Christine Palamidessi, who will be featured in a June exhib-
it, and Ian Babylon, whose work will be on display in May.

Artist, Kristen Freitas and her husband, Ricky Morales, be-
side Freitas’s painting, “Determination.”

Leigh Hall speaking with Dominick Takis and John Wilkinson. Julie Baer, Atlantic Works Gallery member.

Atlantic Works Gallery members and visitors gathering for the third Thursday artist recep-
tion of “Overcoming Challenges Through Color” on April 20.

Susan Takis and Leigh Hall.

AFFORDABLE HOMEOWNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES IN DORCHESTER

Homes are sold by lottery. Only qualified applicants may enter. The property is deed-restricted; 
owner-occupancy requirements apply. Income and asset limitations apply.  Requirements:  First 
time homebuyer. Homebuyer will need to complete an approved homebuyer education course 
prior to closing. Preferences: Boston Residency preference. Preference for one (1) person per 
bedroom. Income limits for qualified buyers are based on 100% Area Median Income Limits as 
defined by HUD. Please note: Persons with disabilities and those with limited English language 
proficiency are entitled to request a reasonable accommodation.

242 NORWELL STREET

78 SPENCER S           TREET
BUYER WILL BE SELECTED BY LOTTERY. 

DEADLINE FOR LOTTERY APPLICATIONS IS MAY 23, 2023.
Applications are available at bit.ly/neighborhoodhomes. Call the Boston Home 
Center at (617) 635-4663 or visit homecenter.boston.gov for more information.

BOTH SINGLE-FAMILY 
HOMES ARE $375,000.

242 Norwell Street and 78 
Spencer Street feature two 
bedrooms and one and a half 
bathrooms. 

Both homes have hardwood 
floors, a paved driveway, 
and an unfinished attic.

TO QUALIFY, YOUR ANNUAL 
INCOME MUST BE EQUAL 
TO OR LESS THAN:

• 1 person, $98,150
• 2 persons, $112,200
• 3 persons, $126,200
• 4 persons, $140,200
• 5 persons, $151,450

efit from Henry’s strong 
work ethic and passion for 
helping others.”

Likewise, Sandra Nijjar, 
executive director of East 
Boston Community Soup 
Kitchen, said in a press 
release: “I’ve seen first-
hand how Henry Santana 
is committed to improv-
ing the lives of our neigh-
bors in East Boston. As a 
City Councilor at-Large, I 
know he’ll fight to ensure 
that every person in our 
community has access to 

healthy food and a warm 
meal.”

Jerren Chang, CEO of 
civic nonprofit GenUni-
ty, is another supporter of 
Santana for City Council-
or at-Large.

“Each of us can contrib-
ute to building a commu-
nity that works for all of 
us,” Jerren Chang, CEO 
of civic nonprofit GenUni-
ty, said in a press release. 
“Henry Santana shares 
this vision of bringing 
people together to drive 

change and has a proven 
track record of working 
tirelessly to improve our 
neighborhoods.”

Santana will be among 
the candidates for City 
Councilor at-Large in the 
preliminary municipal 
election on Sept. 12.

To learn more about 
Henry Santana’s cam-
paign for City Councilor 
At-Large, visit henrysan-
tana.com or follow him on 
Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter.

Santana // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Collection // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

potential energy, cause pol-
lution, and lose its agricul-
tural benefits.

“We’re thrilled to see 
the curbside food scrap 
program expanding, and 
we look forward to our 
continued partnership with 
the City of Boston,” said 
Save That Stuff’s Director 

of Compost Operations, 
Alex Pogany. “We want to 
thank all the participating 
residents for taking pro-
active steps to conserve 
our resources and mitigate 
the impacts of climate 
change.”  

“With thousands of res-
idents on the waitlist and 

new households signing up 
daily, the expansion of the 
curbside program comes at 
a perfect time,” said Gar-
bage to Garden’s Annika 
Schmidt. “We encourage 
anyone interested to en-
roll.”
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SportsSports
EAST BOSTON JETS WIN THE CHRISTIE SERINO BASEBALL CLASSIC

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

The Jets rallied from 
five runs down to top 
Somerville 9-5 in the 
first game of the Christie 
Serino Baseball Classic 

Friday, April 21 at Ma-
plewood Park in Malden.  
The Jets made it a two-
win Friday and earned 
the Classic championship 

with a 1-0 win over Great-
er Lawrence.  Sophomore 
catcher Andry Marte was 
named tournament MVP. 

 SAFE:  Somerville’s Jared Antonelli slides under the tag of East Boston third baseman Luis 
Ortiz for a stolen base that helped Somerville grab a 2-0 lead in the second inning.
 See page 8 for more photos.

BELLY LANDING:  Caden Pelosi went head first into third base on a wild pitch.
 

   I GOT IT:  Centerfielder Jason DaSilva (7) has the ball safe-
ly in his glove for an out after fielding a Somerville fly ball.

IN CONTROL:  Starting pitcher Andry Marte into his wind-
up.
 

MAKING THE PLAY:  Shortstop Joel Valera watches as his 
throw to first base completes a 6-3 double play that end-
ed Somerville’s fourth inning.
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VISIT  EASTIETIMES.COM

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, APRIL 27TH THROUGH SATURDAY MAY 3RD, 2023

Swiss Lorraine Cheese ................................... $9.99/lb
Margherita Hot Cappicola .............................$6.99/lb
Kretschmar Rotisserie Chicken Breast ..... $8.99/lb
Hans Kissle Red Bliss Potato Salad ............ $4.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, April 28th through Saturday, April 30th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Sweet & Juicy Cantaloupe ............................2/$4.00
Creamy Smooth Avocados ............................2/$3.00
Tangy Limes .............................................................. 79¢
California Fresh Juicy Lemons .............................. 79¢
Fresh Italian Plum Roma Tomatoes .............$1.29/lb
Fresh Summer Squash ................................... $1.49/lb
Fresh Zucchini Squash ................................... $1.49/lb

BAKERY
Boston Crème Cake ....................................... $10.99
Raspberry Burst Cookies 10pk  ....................$4.99 

DELI
Great Lakes American Cheese ..................$3.99/lb
Best yet Imported Cooked Ham  ...............$4.99/lb

PRODUCE
Florida Fresh Butter & Sugar Bi-Color
Sweet Corn ...................................................5/$2.99
Sweet & Crunchy Premium
Red Seedless Grapes ..................................$1.99/lb

MEAT
Porterhouse or T-Bone Steaks ..................$9.99/lb
Family Pack Chicken Leg Quarters ............... 99¢/lb 

GROCERY
Hood Ice Cream ..............................................2/$7.00
Gatorade 8pk  ...................................................$6.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

London Broil Shoulder Steaks .................... $4.99/lb
Grade A Drumsticks ........................................89¢/lb
Bone-In Center Cut Pork Chops ...................$1.99/lb

Smithfield Bacon  16 oz ....................................$5.99
Kayem Fenway Beef Franks .............................. $4.99

Family Pack SpecialsBest Yet Canned Tomatoes  14.5 oz ......10/$10.00
Folgers Canned Coffee ..........................................$3.99 
Xtra Laundry Detergent .................................2/$6.00
Kraft Single Box Macaroni & Cheese ............ 4/$5.00
Kellogg's Raisin Bran Cereal ............................2/$7.00
Motts Apple Sauce  6pk ................................. 2/$5.00
Prego Pasta Sauce ........................................... 2/$5.00
Bumble Bee Solid White Canned Tuna ...........2/$3.00
Café Bustelo K-Cups ............................................$6.99 
Eggo Waffles (ex: thick & fluffy) ..................... 2/$5.00
Ellios Pizza .............................................................$3.99 
McCain's French Fries ......................................2/$7.00
Dannon Light & Fit Yogurt ............................ 10/$7.00
Daisy Sour Cream ............................................ 2/$5.00
Galbani Ricotta  15 oz .........................................$3.99

Bakery
8" Blueberry Pie ....................................................$7.99 
Blonde Brownies  4 pk .........................................$4.99

EAST BOSTON JETS WIN 
THE CHRISTIE SERINO 

BASEBALL CLASSIC

ON THE MOVE:  Andry Marte rounds first base and heads 
for second as Somerville first baseman Jared Antonelli 
hollers instructions to the outfield.

 NOT IN TIME:  East Boston shortstop Joel Valera fields a 
throw that was not in time to prevent a stolen base by Jared 
Antonelli in the second inning of the Jets 9-5 win over the 
Highlanders in the first game of the Christie Serino Baseball 
Classic at Maplewood Field in Malden.
 

 I DISAGREE:  Brian Munoz grimaces after a called strike 
with which he disagreed.

SOFT LANDING:  The ball nestles in the glove of rightfielder 
Brian Munoz for the first out of the Somerville 6th inning.

Nicole Ferrara
Loan Officer

Fairway Mortgage Corp

Mark Sciaraffa
Realtor

Sciaraffa Real Estate

Wu announces registration for BCYF 
teen summer programming now open

Special to the Times-Free Press

Mayor Michelle Wu 
and Boston Centers for 
Youth & Families (BCYF) 
announced that registra-
tion is open for a variety 
of summer teen programs. 
Building on Mayor Wu’s 
commitment to make Bos-
ton the best city in the 
country to raise a fami-
ly, these programs foster 
youth employment and 
life skills while providing 
youth with fun summer ac-
tivities. Boston teens can 
register now for the BCYF 
Snap Shot photography 
program through the City 
of Boston’s Summer Jobs 
Program, SuccessLink. 
Registration for the BCYF 
SuperTeens pre-employ-
ment program for young 
teens opens today. The 
BCYF Girls Leadership 
Corps is also now seeking 
participants for this year’s 
programming.

“These summer op-
portunities enable teens 
to learn crucial life skills, 
while enjoying the com-
pany of their peers,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“Summer programming, 
especially opportunities 
like these that provide a 
paycheck, help prepare 
our teens for the future and 
I encourage any interested 
families to apply and take 
advantage of what BCYF 
has to offer.”

“We have put together 
a diverse menu of options 
for young people of all 
ages this summer across 
all our centers and we are 
looking forward to pro-
viding these enriching and 
engaging summer pro-
grams,” said Marta Rive-
ra, Commissioner of Bos-

ton Centers for Youth & 
Families. “We encourage 
interested families to sign 
up as soon as possible to 
guarantee a spot.” 

“Summer workshops, 
programs, and employ-
ment are fantastic oppor-
tunities for our young peo-
ple to stay engaged, make 
new friends, and learn new 
skills,” said Council Presi-
dent Ed Flynn. “I want to 
thank the BCYF team for 
putting together a variety 
of different programs for 
our young people. Sum-
mer programming brings 
tremendous benefits to our 
young people’s physical 
and mental well-being, 
and I encourage our fam-
ilies and young people, es-
pecially young women, to 
join leadership programs 
to learn about communi-
ty service, teamwork, ac-
countability, and financial 
literacy.”

BCYF’s Snap Shot Teen 
Photography program is a 
unique summer job pro-
gram for ages 16 to 18 that 
introduces participants to 
all aspects of photography. 
Teens receive a paycheck 
while participating in the 
program. Led by a profes-
sional photographer, the 
program includes oppor-
tunities to conduct photo 
shoots, visit museums and 
art galleries, learn digi-
tal photo editing, engage 
in online personal devel-
opment workshops, and 
serve as a staff photog-
rapher for BCYF. Inter-
ested youth should apply 
to Snap Shot through the 
SuccessLink Summer Jobs 
Program at Boston.gov/
Youth-Jobs. Select “BCYF 
Snap Shot” from the sum-

mer job spreadsheet on 
the website. The program 
will operate from Monday, 
June 26 to Friday, August 
25, 2023.

BCYF SuperTeens pro-
gram teaches teens ages 13 
and 14 life readiness and 
resiliency to help prepare 
them for their upcoming 
academic year and future 
employment. The program 
focuses on opportunities to 
enhance communication, 
collaboration, teamwork, 
and problem solving. The 
SuperTeens are mentored 
by BCYF staff through-
out the summer, and they 
participate in both online 
workshops and in-person 
job shadowing activities 
that highlight employment 
skills. The SuperTeens 
also participate in weekly 
social and recreational ac-
tivities, including a Learn 
to Row crew program on 
the Charles River, leader-
ship workshops, job shad-
owing, community service 
projects as well as field 
trips to museums and insti-
tutions around the City of 
Boston. Participants earn a 
paycheck in the form of a 
stipend, and they will also 
be provided with opportu-
nities that encourage civic 
engagement and physical 
health and wellness. Reg-
istration began today at 
Boston.gov/BCYF-Su-
perTeens.  The program 
will operate for 6 weeks 
from Monday, July 10 to 
Friday, August 18, 2023.  

BCYF Girls Leader-
ship Corps (GLC) pro-
vides girls ages 11-14 with 
workshops and activities. 
Workshop topics will in-
clude self-defense with 
Girls LEAP, leadership 

skills, empowerment with 
the YW F.R.Y.E. Initiative, 
and more. The Girls Lead-
ership Corps program par-
ticipants will plan activi-
ties that Boston girls will 
be invited to register for, 
including Summer Girls 
Nights and various work-
shops and special activ-
ities. Interested program 
participants should email 
Erika.Butler@boston.gov. 
The program will operate 
from Tuesday, July 18 to 
Friday, August 18, 2023. 

These teen programs are 
in addition to many activi-
ties offered at BCYF com-
munity centers across the 
city. Registration for cen-
ter programs can be found 
at Boston.gov/BCYF-Reg-
istration. In addition, 
BCYF is currently seek-
ing full-time, part-time, 
and seasonal lifeguards 
for BCYF pools and swim 
lessons. Sign on and reten-
tion bonuses up to $1,000 
are available, depending 
on date of hire and re-
maining employed though 
September 4th. Training is 
available and equipment 
is provided. Visit Boston.
gov/BCYF-Aquatics for 
more information or ap-
ply directly at Boston.gov/
Lifeguard-Jobs.

Boston Centers for 
Youth & Families (BCYF) 
is the City of Boston’s 
largest youth and human 
service agency. BCYF op-
erates 35 community cen-
ters in Boston that offer a 
variety of engaging and 
enriching programs for 
people of all ages created 
through community in-
put and need. BCYF also 
oversees many citywide 
programs.

Albert Moscone
Attorney

Moscone Law, PLLC

Pazza on Porter
107 Porter St., Boston
Friday, May 12th
6:00 - 8:00 PM

Join us for light refreshments
and learn more about the 
homebuying process.
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While these East Bos-
ton programs are slated 
to get funding this sum-
mer – many of them have 
already received funds in 
the Summer of 2022 and 
the 2022-2023 school 
year through ASOST-R. 
Several of those affiliated 
with these programs spoke 
about how invaluable the 
past funding has been and 
how invaluable the slated 
upcoming support from 
Boston After School & 
Beyond will be. 

For example, Alex De-
Fronzo, the Executive 
Director of the Piers Park 
Sailing Center, explained 
how this funding has al-
lowed them to open more 
spots for enrollment in 
their programs and hire 
the staff necessary to ac-
commodate the enroll-
ment increase. 

DeFronzo also men-
tioned that the potential 
new funding would allow 
the center to get more East 
Boston kids into their pro-
grams and support those 
in East Boston with dis-
counts or fully support 
those who want to join but 
might be struggling finan-
cially. 

Veronica Robles, the 

Executive Director of the 
Veronica Robles Cultur-
al Center, described how 
the funding from Boston 
After School & Beyond 
has enabled the center to 
support hundreds of kids 
and offer more robust arts 
and culture programming 
through things like dance 
and music.

Robles also spoke about 
how this funding from 
Boston After School & 
Beyond is really the first 
time the center has got-
ten monetary support to 
provide its services – and 
shared how helpful the 
support has been. 

“We have improved and 
extended our program-
ming and been able to 
offer these opportunities 
to our community. So for 
us – it means a lot,” said 
Robles. 

This funding will also 
support programming 
from Boston Scores – an 
organization that blends 
soccer and things like 
poetry and service learn-
ing together. Past fund-
ing has supported a free 
after school program for 
kids from fourth to eighth 
grade, and the slated fund-
ing would support a sum-

mer program located at 
East Boston High School. 

“For an organization 
like ours, it’s [the fund-
ing] really been a crucial 
source of support these 
last several years,” said 
Andy Crossley, Boston 
Scores’ Chief Develop-
ment Officer. 

Moreover, with poten-
tial funding coming this 
summer, East Boston So-
cial Centers will be able to 
rebound from the effects 
of COVID by hiring more 
staff to support kids in the 
program. While Harlem 
Lacrosse would be able to 
offer off-site enrichment 
opportunities like muse-
um visits, beach visits, 
and more with potential 
funding.  

It is clear that the work 
Boston After School & Be-
yond has done to support 
these programs around the 
city has been tremendous-
ly helpful – especially to 
East Boston – and Smith 
and his team are looking 
to continue this support 
well into the future. 

“We’re trying to make 
this a new baseline for 
supporting youth in the 
city. This was sourced 
with federal relief fund-

ing, and we’re trying to get 
the legislature to increase 
the amounts available and 
make it so that we can dis-
tribute it to programs ev-
ery year,” said Smith. 

Just recently – accord-
ing to Smith – State Rep-
resentative Adrian Madaro 
co-sponsored two amend-
ments to increase funding 
for after school and sum-
mer programs – so even 
more help for these pro-
grams could be coming in 
the future. 

To learn more about 
all the different organiza-

tions serving the youth of 
East Boston and their pro-
grams, you can visit each 
of their websites below. 

Piers Park Sailing Cen-
ter: https://piersparksail-
ing.org/ 

Veronica Robles Cul-
tural Center: https://ve-
ronicaroblesculturalcen-
ter.org/

East Boston Social 
Centers: https://www.eb-
socialcenters.org/

Boston Scores: https://
www.bostonscores.org/

Harlem Lacrosse: 
https://www.harlemla-

crosse.org/boston
“We say that when you 

have a diverse network of 
programs, you’re making 
the whole city a class-
room, and I love it when 
you do that in a neighbor-
hood. You see from the 
water at Piers Park all the 
way to Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center – different 
activities, different use of 
space – but kids are learn-
ing and thriving in these 
different settings,” said 
Smith. 

Funding // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Combo Rates available!  
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 

$30000 per month
 per site 

Extend your Business’s reach 
with Online Advertising!

AD SIZE

in pixels
W: 160px
H: 600px

——————

please send 
in “png”
format

reverejournal.com •winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com 

eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 
charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com

northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com

jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

Call 781-485-0588 to get started!
37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Brady, Shayne             Martin 3rd, Robert N 15 Morris St #1                $598,000  
Adams, Michael           35 Leyden Street LLC 35 Leyden St #6               $750,000  
Baldeos, Mirian G Gonzalez, Martin 113 Moore St                  $770,000  
Lin, Karen               156 Everett LLC 154-156 Everett St           $877,000  
Greene, Ginaya H      Cowper Residences LLC 181 Cowper St #102             $620,000  
Kraja, Ardit             Full Circle Prop Re LLC 190-190R Paris St              $1,100,000  
Koehl, Jennifer L Appleton Grove LLC 217 Lexington St #2        $641,000  
272 East Eagle LLC Gallagher, Joanne L    272 E Eagle St                         $1,000,000  
Siddiqi, Khurram A      Two Seventy Seven Border 277 Border St #403           $470,000  

Special to the Times-Free Press

 Mayor Michelle Wu 
and the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing (MOH) last week 
announced that the City of 
Boston awarded the first 
grants from the previous-
ly announced Affordable 
Commercial Assistance 
Fund (ACAF) to make 
commercial rents more 
accessible to small busi-
nesses in Boston impact-
ed by the pandemic. The 
first awards will subsidize 
rent for Jean Appolon Ex-
pressions, a Haitian dance 
company in Roxbury, 
and for Words as Worlds 
Bookstore in Dorchester. 

In August 2022, the 
Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing announced a request 
for proposals (RFP) for 
the Affordable Commer-
cial Assistance Fund. The 
ACAF made $1 million 
available to help sustain 
local businesses and com-
munity-based nonprof-
its operating in afford-
able housing buildings. 
ACAF funding awards 
enable property develop-
ers to lower their com-
mercial rents and support 
the growth of businesses 
investing in local neigh-
borhoods. The funding 
is available to owners of 
buildings with City-sup-
ported affordable housing, 
including rental and home-
ownership properties, that 
include commercial space. 
The City anticipates that 
this new fund will ensure 
the affordability of ap-
proximately 35,000 square 
feet of commercial space 

for local small businesses 
and nonprofits that would 
otherwise be unable to af-
ford market rents.

“When Boston small 
businesses prosper, ev-
eryone benefits—anchor-
ing our economy and 
community,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “We will 
continue to support these 
drivers of innovation and 
connection throughout our 
neighborhoods.”

“Providing affordable 
commercial space in our 
neighborhoods strength-
ens our local business 
districts, supports entre-
preneurship, and creates a 
pipeline to Boston’s eco-
nomic engine,” said Coun-
cilor Brian Worrell, Chair 
of the Boston City Coun-
cil’s Committee on Small 
Business & Professional 
Licensure. “I am excited 
to see local small busi-
ness owners utilize this 
program to enhance our 
communities and expand 
Boston’s small business 
ecosystem.”

“We are thrilled to see 
the Affordable Commer-
cial Assistance Fund sup-
porting small businesses 
and nonprofits, particular-
ly those that are providing 
essential services and cul-
tural assets to our neigh-
borhoods,” said Sheila 
Dillon, Chief of Housing. 
“The Jean Appolon Ex-
pressions dance compa-
ny and Words as Worlds 
Bookstore are great exam-
ples of how we can invest 
in the economic vitality 
and cultural richness of 
our communities through 

this new program. The 
ACAF is an important tool 
for creating economic op-
portunities and supporting 
our city’s diversity and vi-
brancy.”

The development team 
for 2147 Washington 
Street has been awarded 
a $225,000 Affordable 
Commercial Assistance 
Fund grant for their 74-unit 
mixed-use development 
in Roxbury. The grant 
will support Jean Appo-
lon Expressions, a dance 
company focused on con-
temporary Haitian-rooted 
dance, by subsidizing their 
rent for 2,846 square feet 
of first-floor retail space. 
With the assistance, their 
rent will be reduced to al-
most half the area’s aver-
age market rate per square 
foot. The construction of 
2147 Washington Street is 
expected to be completed 
in the spring of 2024.

“We are thrilled to be 
moving into the 2147 
Washington Street build-
ing in Nubian Square and 
are excited to partner with 
other artists and area busi-
nesses to expand our im-
pact in Boston’s growing 
arts ecosystem,” said Jean 
Appolon, Founder and Ar-
tistic Director of Jean Ap-
polon Expressions (JAE). 
“This ACAF award from 
the City of Boston is mak-
ing it possible for JAE to 
partner with the New At-
lantic Development team 
and enter our first dance 
studio home, at a lower 
rent level, allowing us to 
continue offering our arts 
programming at a very 

accessible level for our 
diverse community mem-
bers.”

“On behalf of the en-
tire development team 
for the 2147 Washington 
project, we are extreme-
ly grateful to Mayor Wu 
and the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing for providing this 
ACAF award.  Without 
it, we would never have 
been able to bring Jean 
Appolon Expressions into 
our building,” said Bill 
Madsen Hardy, Owner 
of New Atlantic Devel-
opment. “As a nonprofit, 
community-oriented, and 
community-serving cre-
ative business with deep 
ties to Boston, they are an 
ideal tenant for this prom-
inent commercial space.  
Most importantly, their 
long-term presence in Nu-
bian Square will further 
the goals of the Roxbury 
Cultural District and the 
Roxbury Strategic Master 
Plan.”

The development team 
for 1463 Dorchester Av-
enue, Tlee Development 
LLC, has been awarded 
a $150,000 Affordable 
Commercial Assistance 
Grant to support their Dot 
Crossing Apartments proj-
ect. This transit-oriented 
development features a 
five-story building with 29 
mixed-income units, along 
with a residential lobby 
and a retail space that will 
be occupied by the Words 
as Worlds Bookstore. The 
project includes rent re-
strictions for the next five 
years, reducing the rent by 
40 percent and ensuring 

that the bookstore’s rent 
does not increase by more 
than 2% annually. The 
anticipated completion 
date for the Dot Crossing 
Apartments is June 2023.

“We at Words as Worlds 
are incredibly grateful for 
this rent relief support 
through the Affordable 
Commercial Space As-
sistance funding, which 
makes our model for a 
community bookstore and 
gathering space so much 
more sustainable over the 
next ten years,” said Bing 
Broderick, Community 
Organizer for Words as 
Worlds. “We appreciate 
this support and vote of 
confidence. We know that 
this will facilitate collab-
oration and partnership in 
the years ahead. 

“We look forward to be-
ing a community staple in 
Boston,” said Travis Lee, 
President of TLee Devel-
opment LLC. “Words as 
Worlds will provide a cu-
rated and culturally rele-
vant book selection to res-
idents of the Dorchester 
neighborhood, as well as 
a small space for spoken 
word performances. The 
community has expressed 
overwhelming support for 
this new addition to the 
neighborhood, and we all 
look forward to its open-
ing this fall.”

“This investment in af-
fordable commercial space 
for Jean Appolon Expres-
sions and Words as Worlds 
is so important, because it 
allows for these organiza-
tions to provide program-
ming that is accessible to 

community members in 
a way that is sustainable 
over the long-term,” said 
Kara Elliott-Ortega, Chief 
of Arts and Culture. “In-
vesting in cultural spaces 
and housing goes hand in 
hand with creating healthy 
communities, and we’re so 
excited to see the opportu-
nities these organizations 
will be able to provide 
for community gathering, 
cultural celebration, and 
creative expression in the 
Dorchester and Roxbury 
neighborhoods as a result 
of this funding.

“The Affordable Com-
mercial Assistance Fund 
is an exciting opportunity 
to support the local, small, 
diverse businesses that 
are so integral to Boston’s 
economy,” said Segun Id-
owu, Chief of Economic 
Opportunity and Inclu-
sion. “This program is an 
important step in support-
ing our small business 
community and address-
ing the need for affordable 
commercial spaces in the 
City.” 

The Mayor’s Office of 
Housing (MOH) currently 
prioritizes applications for 
commercial spaces that 
are either on the first floor 
or contribute to an active 
street space and proposals 
that can demonstrate sig-
nificant community and 
neighborhood ties for the 
proposed tenants. Appli-
cations will be accepted 
on a rolling basis until 
June 30, 2023. 

Wu announces funding to support small businesses
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LEGAL NOTICES

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

HELP WANTED - PCA

Personal Care Attendant
EVERETT - Personal Care Attendant needed Sat & Sun 
3-7pm
Please call Susan 617-389-6190
5/10  
------------------------------ 

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

PAINTING

ROOFING

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING 
SERVICES

PLASTERING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

1 col. x  
2 inches

1 col. x  
2 inches

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588 OR EMAIL

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

Domenico
PAINTING

SMALL EXTERIOR        FULL INTERIOR
TOMMY 
DOMENICO 617-365-5451

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588 OR EMAIL 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

REVERE Walk to Revere Beach Station.
1 BR Basement apt w/windows, all utilities included AC/
heat.
Available May 1. Call for price 781-286-7621
4/26

APT. FOR RENT

Please join us on Sat-
urday, June 10, 10 a.m. 
at the Eliot Circle end of 
Revere Beach for our sec-
ond annual James Rosatto 
Walk on Water benefiting 
Dana-Faber Cancer Insti-
tute.

East Boston born and 
raised business owner, 
James “Jimmy” Rosatto, 
brother of Richard Rosat-
to was well known and 
has strong family ties in 
the community. He was 
the original owner of 
DaCoopas Pizza, Quality 
Car Wash of Day Square, 
Jimmy’s Fish and Dairy 
Barn and member of Ori-
ent Heights Yacht Club. 
Jimmy’s day was not 
complete unless he did his 
five-mile walk on Revere 
Beach - rain or shine.

He lived with no major 
illnesses and enjoyed life. 
Then suddenly he was 
gone. James passed away 
in March 2022 only seven 
weeks after his diagnosis. 
He and his entire family 
were shocked when he 
was diagnosed with liver 
cancer which, unfortu-
nately, oftentimes does 
not rear its ugly head until 
it is too late. After noticing 
a bit of yellow in his eyes, 
he went to the doctor. One 
day Jimmy was walking 
the beach, the next he was 

being told, he was not a 
candidate for surgery. The 
size of the tumor in his 
liver also prevented him 
from treatment. 

Jimmy’s family, Stacy 
Egan VanPutten, Danielle 
Egan, Tommy Rosatto, 
Michelle Rosatto Don-
ovan and Jackie Rosat-
to Indrisano wanted to 
have something positive 
come out of this sad ex-
perience. They wanted to 
find a way to honor their 
Jimmy while at the same 
time helping others avoid 
a similar diagnosis. “We 
reached out to Dana-Faber 
to see where we could 
help”, said Stacy VanPut-
ten. “My dad walked on 
the water’s edge of Re-
vere Beach every day. So 
to honor and celebrate this 
great man, we organized 
an event the way he would 
want - walking the water’s 
edge.” 

With proceeds benefit-

ting Dana-Faber Cancer 
Institute, in loving mem-
ory of James Rosatto, this 
year’s fundraiser will sup-
port a collaborative effort 
to advance medicine in the 
areas of early detection 
and diagnosis, prevention, 
and treatment of gastroin-
testinal cancers to greatly 
improve patient outcomes.

For walk registration 
or people unable to attend 
that would like to show 
support with a donation. 
http:/ /danafarber. j im-
myfund.org/site/TR?px-
=2466571&pg=person-
al&fr_id=1790

To buy T-shirts for the 
walk or to show support in 
memory of “My Jimmy” 
and those facing the sim-
ilar battles, https://www.
customink.com/fundrais-
ing/james-rosatto-walk-
on-water-2023. 

Thank you whole heart-
edly for joining us and 
helping us to heal.

James Rosatto Walk on Water event benefiting 
Dana-Faber Cancer Institute set for June 10

Walkers during last year’s event.

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT
Docket No.
SU18P2620PM
In the matter of:
Elisabeth Haynes
Bussey
Of: East Boston, MA
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, you are hereby notified 
pursuant to Rule 72 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court, that 
the 1st Annual account(s) of 
Namar E. Bussey of Roxbury, 
MA as Conservator of the 
property of said Respondent 
has or have been presented 
to the Court for allowance.
You have the right to object 
to the account(s). If you 
wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 

date of 05/16/2023. This 
day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which 
you have to object to the 
account(s). If you fail to file 
the written appearance and 
objection by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you, including the allow-
ance of the account(s).
Additionally, within thirty 
days after said return day 
(or within such other time 
as the Court upon motion 
may order), you must file a 
written affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds upon which each 
objection is based and a coy 
shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 
3 of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court.
You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by 
registered or certified mail, 
a written request to receive 
a copy of the Petition and 
account(s) at no cost to you.
IMPORANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 

has the right to ask for a 
lawyer.  Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 11, 2023
Vincent Procopio
Register of Probate

4/26/23
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND FAMILY
COURT 
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION AND
MAILING
DOCKET NUMBER:
SU23D0418DR
Jackie Wilson
Plaintiff
VS.
Algernon Wilson
Defendant
To the Defendant: 

The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce re-
questing that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable 
Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file at 
the Court.
As Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered in 
this matter preventing you 
from taking any action which 
would negatively impact the 
current financial status of 
either party. SEE Supplemen-
tal Probate Court Rule 411.
You are hereby summoned 
and required to serve upon: 
Jackie Wilson, 41 Tucker Dr.  
Brockton, MA 02301, your 
answer, if any, on or before 
06/08/2023 . If you fail to 
do so, the court will proceed 
to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this action. You are 
also required to file a copy 
of your answer, if any, in the 
office of the Register of this 
Court at 24 New Chardon St., 
Boston, MA 02114.
Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 13, 2023
Vincent Procopio
Register of Probate
4/26/23
EB

I heard your voice in the wind today and 
I turned to see your face; the warmth of 
the wind caressed me as I stood silently 

in place.

I felt your touch in the sun today as its 
warmth filled the sky; I closed my eyes 
for your embrace and my spirit soared 

high.

I saw your eyes in the window pane as 
I watched the falling rain; It seemed as 

each raindrop fell it quietly said your name.

I held you close in my heart today it made me feel complete;  
You may have died... But you are not gone 

You will always be a part of me.

As long as the sun shines... the wind blows...the rain falls... 
You will live on inside of me forever for that is all my hearts knows

Lovingly Remembered & Forever Missed 
The Gleeson Family

In Loving Memory
8th Year Anniversary

WilliamWilliam Joseph Gleeson, III
“Willy”

Dec. 31, 1990 — April 26, 2015

In Memoriam
April 24, 2023

~ 24th Anniversary ~

GERARD 
RUOTOLO

In Memoriam
April 24, 2011

~ 12th Anniversary ~

GERARD 
RUOTOLO

Born 12/9/41 - Died 4/24/99
God saw you getting tired
And a cure was not to be

So he put His arms  
around you

And whispered  
"Come to Me"

With tearful eyes we 
watched you

And saw you pass away
Although we loved you 

dearly
We could not make  

you stay
A golden heart stopped 

beating
Hard working hands at rest

God broke our hearts to 
prove to us

He only takes the best

Love Always
Wife & Son

Born 12/9/41 - Died 4/24/99
God saw you getting tired
And a cure was not to be

So he put His arms  
around you

And whispered  
"Come to Me"

With tearful eyes we 
watched you

And saw you pass away
Although we loved you 

dearly
We could not make  

you stay
A golden heart stopped 

beating
Hard working hands at rest

God broke our hearts to 
prove to us

He only takes the best

Love Always
Wife & Son



Wednesday, April 26, 2023 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Page 11

0 2 1 5 2Our Senior Life

02128

FULL PAGE IMPACT 
FULL PAGE IMPACT •• FULL PAGE IMPACT

 FULL PAGE IMPACT

Our Senior Life
DURING THE MONTHS OF MARCH + APRIL 
THE EAST BOSTON TIMES WILL BE RUNNING 
A SERIES OF INFORMATIVE ARTICLES AND 
SERVICE SPOTLIGHTS OF IMPORTANCE TO OUR 
SENIORS, AS WELL MEMORIES OF DAYS GONE BY.

Let’s help your local business make the most 
of your ad dollars in both print AND online!

Showcase your business card or offerings!  
Call the office 781-485-0588 to get started or email
deb@reverejournal.com  •  mdibella@winthroptranscript.com

sioux@charlestownbridge.com

COLOR DIRECTORY BLOCKS
4-WEEK COMMITMENT

ONLY $200 

AD SIZES
3.17”w-by-2”h

ONLYONLY $50.00$50.00 PERPER
WEEKWEEK

AGING IS AN EXTRAORDINARY PROCESS WHERE YOU BECOME 
THE PERSON YOU ALWAYS SHOULD HAVE BEEN - DAVID BOWIE

STAY SHARP WITH SUDOKU

SUDOKU
ANSWERS

Why early detection of Lung Cancer is so important
Lung cancer is the leading cause of can-

cer death in the United States. While early 
detection can vastly improve a patient’s 
chances to lead a full and healthy life, the 
majority of those who are high risk are not 
getting screened.

The American Lung Association, which 
is committed to defeating lung cancer 
and supporting those with the disease, is 
sharing vital information to help more peo-
ple learn their risk and connect them to 
screenings and other life-saving resources:

Preventable Deaths
According to the 2022 “State of Lung 

Cancer” report, a mere 5.8% of Americans 
eligible for a low-dose computed tomogra-
phy (CT) scan were screened. A low-dose 
CT scan is a special kind of X-ray that takes 
multiple pictures as the patient lies on a ta-
ble that slides in and out of the machine. 
A computer then combines these images 
into a detailed picture of the lungs. Studies 
estimate that if even just half of the ap-
proximately 8 million Americans identified 
as high risk for lung cancer were screened 
with a low-dose CT scan, over 12,000 lung 
cancer deaths could be prevented. In fact, 
since low-dose CT scans started to be used 
for screening, it has reduced cancer deaths 
by 20% and it has reduced deaths from 
other causes by almost 7%.

Risk Eligibility
Many people who are at risk for lung can-

cer and are eligible for screening are not 
identified and are not referred for screen-
ing. Under the most recent lung cancer 
screening guidelines, those ages 50-80 
who have a 20 pack-year smoking history 
or who have quit smoking in the past 15 
years should get screened for lung cancer.

The American Lung Association offers a 
helpful tool for determining your eligibility 
for screening, found at www.SavedByTheS-
can.org.

Eliminating Racial Disparities
It is especially important for Black men 

and women to speak to their health care 
provider about their risk and get screened if 
necessary, as they are more likely to devel-
op lung cancer and less likely to survive five 
years with the disease than people of any 
other racial or ethnic group.

Research suggests that Black Americans 
have a higher baseline risk for developing 
lung cancer -- Black American smokers get 
lung cancer at least 20% more often than 
other people who smoke. Furthermore, 
systemic racism and injustices and issues 
continue to persist in the healthcare sys-
tem, and Black people and other communi-
ties of color are less likely to be diagnosed 
early, less likely to receive surgical treat-
ment, and more likely to not receive any 
treatment at all.

Fighting Barriers
Despite the fact that lung cancer screen-

ing is extremely effective at improving 
life expectancy and has the potential to 
dramatically improve lung cancer surviv-
al rates, many patients are not getting 
screened, even when they have a referral 
from their doctor to do so. The reasons for 
low screening adherence range from prac-
tical concerns, such as financial and trans-
portation barriers, to more elusive issues 
like distrust of the medical system and lack 
of awareness regarding the seriousness of 
the disease.

Emerging resources are helping eliminate 
these barriers and are making it easier for 
people to assess their screening eligibility, 
locate screening centers, schedule appoint-
ments, and receive financial assistance if 
they don’t have insurance or transportation. 
Free tobacco cessation resources and oth-
er lung health resources also exist to help 
people to reduce their risk. To learn more, 
visit www.lung.org/lung-health-diseases.org 
or speak directly to a nurse or respiratory 
therapist by calling the Lung HelpLine at 

1-800-LUNG-USA.

When lung cancer is detected and treat-

ed in its earliest stages, more positive out-

comes can be expected. That’s why it’s so 

important that everyone learns their risk 

and connects to resources to help them 

get screened. (StatePoint)

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) monkeybusinessimages / iStock via Getty Images Plus

Growing old is mandatory, but 
growing up is optional!

— Walt Disney

Growing old is mandatory, but 
growing up is optional!
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accommodate it. 
It was clear there was 

significant concern regard-
ing the Leyden Street proj-
ect, so much so that the 
proposal was opposed by a 
vote of 38 to 2. 

The final project that 
was up for a vote at this 
month’s OHNC meeting 
was at 166 Bayswater 
Street. The proposal would 
convert an unfinished attic 
into a livable area with two 
bedrooms and more. Also, 
in this proposal, there are 
plans to build a new roof 
at the site as well as build 
porches for the first and 

second levels. 
Overall, there was not 

much opposition to this 
project – the only major 
concern dealt with a back-
yard garage at the property 
being used as a residential 
area in the past; howev-
er, that is not planned to 
continue. Ultimately, the 
project was supported by a 
vote of 27 to 10. 

Not only did those in 
attendance at the meeting 
vote on some proposed 
projects, but they also lis-
tened to the presentation 
for a development at 1141 
Bennington Street – the 

site of the old New En-
gland Casket Company. 

The proponents propose 
to redevelop the site as 
a “transit-oriented” resi-
dential development with 
220 units, an abundance 
of bicycle spaces, and 121 
vehicle spaces, with im-
provements to open green 
space and much more. 

According to John Casa-
massima, there was a lot of 
opposition to the massing 
and height of the proposed 
development. Further, 
there were concerns about 
the number of parking 
spaces that seemed to be 
lacking in the eyes of some 
residents. 

Moreover, there were 
also concerns about the 
impact on traffic this proj-
ect would have on the 
area. Casamassima in-
dicated that one resident 
observed that the traffic 
plan depends on sending 
cars on Palermo Street – a 
private way – and that the 
proponents had not con-
versed with residents on 
that street yet. 

Overall, the OHNC had 
a busy meeting on its hands 
last week. It is scheduled 
to meet again next month 
on Monday, May 15, and 
hear from City Council-
or Gabriela Coletta, vote 
on the 1141 Bennington 
Street development, and 
more. 

Special to the Times-Free Press

Well-known Revere at-
torney Gerry D’Ambrosio 
has been appointed to the 
state’s Judicial Nominat-
ing Commission.

Governor Maura 
Healey said D’Ambrosio 
and the other Commis-
sioners will be responsible 
for advising her on nomi-
nating and appointing ju-
dicial officers in coordina-
tion with the Governor’s 
Council.

“Judicial officers play 
a critical role in shaping 
the lives of Massachusetts 
residents. Our goal is to 
ensure that those serving 
on our courts are commit-
ted to justice and equality, 
and that they are repre-
sentative of the vibrant, 
diverse communities they 
serve,” said Governor 
Healey. “We’re proud to 
be appointing this experi-
enced, dedicated group to 
the Judicial Nominating 
Commission, who I know 
I can count on to advise 
me on nominating the 
best judges to serve the 

people of Massachusetts.” 
D’Ambrosio said he 

was “very thankful” to 
Gov. Healey for the pres-
tigious appointment to the 
Commission.

“I look forward to par-
ticipating in public service 
and helping Gov. Healey 
in screening her judicial 
nominations for the Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts,” D’Ambrosio said 
humbly.

D’Ambrosio attended 
the McKinley School, Re-
vere, and is a 1986 grad-

uate of Saint Dominic 
Saavio High School. He is 
a magna cum laude grad-
uate of Boston University 
and went on to attend  Suf-
folk Law School, where 
he was a member of the 
Law Review and a Trust-
ees’ Scholar.

D’Ambrosio has been 
an attorney for 30 years 
and serves as managing 
partner of D’Ambrosio 
Counselors At Law, which 
has offices in Revere and 
Boston. He has tried cases 
at the District, Superior, 
and Federal Court levels 
and also argued cases be-
fore the First Circuit Court 
of Appeals and the Su-
preme Judicial Court.

Gerry and his wife, Mi-
chelle, have four children, 
Anthony, a graduate of 
Yale University and a for-
mer member of the Revere 
School Committee, Gab-
by, a third-year law stu-
dent at Suffolk, Andrew, 
a senior at the University 
of Southern California 
(USC), and Ava, a fresh-
man at Boston College.

D’Ambrosio appointed to state’s 
Judicial Nominating Commission

Gerry D’Ambrosio.

Mayor Michelle Wu 
and the Mayor’s Office of 
Arts and Culture (MOAC)  
announced Street Theory, 
Inc. as the City of Bos-
ton’s mural consultant. 
This three year contract, 
which totals $3,525,000, 
includes artist payments 
and all related project 
costs. It is funded through 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) and capital 
funds through the City’s 
Percent for Art program. 
As the mural consultant, 
Street Theory will be re-
sponsible for the admin-
istration and completion 
of 10 to15 murals or oth-
er mutually agreed upon 
public art projects across 
Boston through Decem-
ber 2025. It is the largest 
contract awarded by the 
Mayor’s Office of Arts 
and Culture for public art 
to date. 

“Murals in Boston are 
a critical part of highlight-
ing and amplifying culture 
and beauty in our commu-
nities,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “Arts help to 
create dynamic, connected 
and welcoming communi-
ties representative of our 
residents. I’m grateful to 
Street Theory for their 
partnership and dedication 
to equity in the creative 
space. This historic invest-
ment will uplift the work 
of diverse artists in all of 
our neighborhoods.”

Street Theory will work 
with MOAC to identify 
potential mural sites across 

Boston, provide feedback 
on Calls to Artists, and 
facilitate artist selection 
processes. They will also 
lead the documentation 
and community engage-
ment processes related to 
these new mural projects. 
This support allows for 
the City to commission 
more artists for projects all 
over the city, with the goal 
of bringing more public 
art to every neighborhood. 
Projects that Street Theory 
will oversee include three 
basketball court murals 
at Malcolm X Park and 
a mural on a wall of the 
BCYF Shelburne in Rox-
bury, as well as murals in 
partnership with the Bos-
ton Public Library, Boston 
Housing Authority, Bos-
ton Public Schools, and 
Boston Centers for Youth 
and Families (BCYF).

“Public art has an in-
credible impact on com-
munities, and we’ve seen 
that through some of the 
artworks we’ve been 
able to install in differ-
ent neighborhoods over 
the past year, like Rita’s 
Spotlight by Rixy in All-
ston and The Joy of Grow-
ing by Mattaya Fitts in 
Dorchester,” said Kara El-
liott-Ortega, Chief of Arts 
and Culture. “We’re look-
ing forward to continuing 
our partnership with Liza 
and her team to transform 
neighborhoods across the 
city through more mu-
rals.”

“Murals are a form of 

public expression that cre-
ate powerful experienc-
es,” said Councilor Gabri-
ela Coletta, Chair of the 
Committee on Arts, Cul-
ture, and Special Events. 
“They represent commu-
nity values and foster the 
vibrancy of our beloved 
neighborhoods. Thank 
you to Mayor Michelle 
Wu and Street Theory for 
their investment that will 
ultimately empower artists 
across the City.”

Street Theory, Inc. is 
an award-winning cre-
ative agency that activates 
communities, spaces, and 
global brands through 
street art, experiential 
marketing, cultural place-
making, branding and de-
sign. Established in 2016, 
Street Theory is an art-
ist-centric agency, owned 
and operated by its found-
er Liza Quiñonez. In 2021 
and 2022, Street Theory 
served as Mural Consul-
tant for the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Arts and Culture, 
through which Liza sup-
ported 11 mural projects 
across the city, including:

• Doujans D’al Hirhoal 
by Cyrille Conan at the 
Patricia White Apartments 
in Brighton,

• Tree of Life, You Are 
Loved, Tree with Network 
of Stars, and Thank You 
Heroes by Alex Cook at 
the Engagement Center in 
Newmarket Square,

• Together by Mz. Icar 
at the Engagement Center 
in Newmarket Square,

• Youth Lead the 
Change: Rise Up from 
Your Roots by Mel Man-
del at Franklin Field in 
Dorchester,

• Rita’s Spotlight by 
Rixy at 506 Cambridge St. 
in Allston,

• The Future of the Past 
Is Here Now by Curtis 
Williams at the Faneuil 
Branch of the Boston Pub-
lic Library in Brighton (in 
progress), 

• The Joy of Grow-
ing by Mattaya Fitts at 
the Peabody/Englewood 
Apartments in Dorchester, 
and 

• A mural activation 
at the Boston Blooms 
Block Party in Downtown 
Crossing.

Street Theory’s overar-
ching mission and strate-
gy is to empower BIPOC 
creatives by fortifying 
and amplifying their re-
spective artforms through 
talent and business devel-

opment, intergenerational 
mentorship, cross-sector 
collaboration, and local 
engagement to increase 
equity in creative indus-
tries and build a more 
inclusive creative sector. 
The organization believes 
in breaking down barri-
ers to the art industry by 
meeting BIPOC artists at 
every stage of their careers 
and creating pathways to-
wards becoming thriving 
career artists through edu-
cation, training, advocacy 
and exposure, while beau-
tifying cities, communi-
ties, and neighborhoods 
with diverse and cultural-
ly-inspired public art.

“As the newly appoint-
ed mural consultant for 
the City of Boston, I am 
thrilled to have the op-
portunity to develop and 
administer dynamic and 
impactful murals and 
public art projects over 
the next three years,” said 

Liza Quiñonez. “I am ex-
cited to collaborate with 
the City, local artists, and 
community members to 
create works of art that 
reflect the diverse and vi-
brant culture of Boston. I 
look forward to bringing 
new life to public spaces 
throughout the city and 
leaving a lasting impres-
sion on residents and vis-
itors alike.”

Street Theory was iden-
tified as the bidder that 
was most advantageous 
regarding proposal quali-
ty, vendor experience and 
qualifications, and diver-
sity and inclusion plan. 
Street Theory is also cer-
tified by the City’s Sup-
plier Diversity Program 
as a Minority Business 
Enterprise (MBE), Wom-
an Business Enterprise 
(WBE), and Small Busi-
ness Enterprise (SBE).

Wu announces Street Theory Inc. as City of Boston mural consultant

Sandy Paws is 
having an Open 

House on Sunday, 
April 30th between 

1 pm & 4 pm. Come in to view 
the facility and meet the new 

owner!! Hear about what is 
coming to the facility and what 

changes are happening.
S top  in  for  some  snacks  and  treats!S top  in  for  some  snacks  and  treats!

64 Putnam St Winthrop, MA • 617-846-7297

News in Brief
MAY HARBOR VIEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION 
MEETING AGENDA

The next meeting of the 
Harbor View Neighbor-
hood Association will be on 
May 1 at 6 p.m. The meet-
ing is In Person only but 
will be streamed via Face-
book for archival purposes. 
Attendance on Facebook 
does not qualify for voting. 
The meeting will be held in 
the Salesian Boys and Girls 
Club cafeteria, across from 
the Brooke Charter School 
on Byron Street. You can 
access the meeting from the 
front door on Byron Street 
or from the rear door on 
Wordsworth Street, which 
is the handicap entry, to 
avoid the stairs. Since we 
are indoors, masks are op-
tional for those in atten-
dance.

La proxima reunion de 
Harbor View Neighbor-
hood Association esta en 
primero de mayo a las 6pm. 
La reunion esta en persona 
y via Facebook. La asisten-
cia en Facebook no califica 
para vota. Llega a la cafe-
teria del Salesian Boys y 
Girls Club por la calle By-
ron al otro lado de Brooke 
Charter School. Pueda usar 

la entrada pricipal por la 
calle Byron o la entrada 
en calle de Wordsworth. 
La entrada de calle Word-
sworth no tienne escaleras 
por personas con disca-
pacidades. El cubre bocas 
sera opcional puesto que 
estaremos adentro.

Agenda
Welcome/Introduction
Announcements 
East Boston Senior 

Center is open. Greenway 
Council, Tree Eastie, Mc-
Lean Park Update. Love 
Your Block. One Boston 
Day. Abutter Meeting for 
106 Moore Street on May 
3, at 7pm. St. Vincent de 
Paul Clothing Drive 6/24-
25.

Station 7 Police Report 
(15min) Sgt. Cintolo, Offi-
cers Mosley. Figueroa and 
Alvarez.

Massport Anthony 
Guerriero, Deputy Direc-
tor, Community Relations 
and Federal Affairs will 
speak to us about runway 
resurfacing.

64 Homer Street (20 
min) Theresa Strachila, 
Program Manager Grow 
Boston: Office of Ur-
ban Agriculture Office of 
Housing. She will continue 
the discussion on the future 
of the parcel at 64 Homer 

Street, which has been va-
cant for many years. Come 
and share your thoughts 
about future plans for this 
land. 

125 Addison Street 
(30min) Attorney Rich-
ard Lynds 1st Presentation 
proposes 9 residential units 
on a 5000 sq. foot lot with 
2 IDP units. Intended for 
home ownership. 7 park-
ing spaces. Raze existing 
single-family home.  In 
November of 2019 an in-
formational meeting on 
125 Addison was made to 
HVNA but the proposal 
was for 9 Executive Suites. 
The project was denied by 
the ZBA and is on appeal 
with the Suffolk Superior 
Court. 

74 Horace Street 
(30min) Attorney Richard 
Lynds, for owner Hannah 
Quann. 2nd presentation 
and VOTE. The propos-
al is to raze the existing 2 
family and erect a 6 unit 
residential building with 6 
parking spaces.

The next meeting of the 
HVNA will be on June 5, 
2023.

Visit us at http://www.
facebook.com/groups/har-
borviewna or check our 
website at harborvieweast-
boston.com.
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