
By John Lynds

On Friday morning, 
over 200 East Boston High 
School seniors walked the 
stage at East Boston Me-
morial Stadium and re-
ceived their diplomas as 
part of the high school’s 
graduation exercise. 

The evening kicked off 
with the traditional proces-
sion of the Class of 2022 
into the stadium followed 
by the presentation of col-
ors by EBHS JROTC. 

Anivia Sophorirath then 
performed a beautiful ren-
dition of the National An-
them, the crowd was led in 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
by EBHS Coach Dave 
Arinella.  

The ceremony got un-
derway with a welcome 
and remarks by Arinella 
before EBHS Headmaster 
Phil Brangiforte addressed 
the Class of 2022. 

“Four years ago, all of 
you entered East Boston 
High as wide-eyed fresh-
men ready to embark on 
a new and exciting jour-
ney,” Brangiforte began. 
“And then – 18 months 
into your high school ca-
reer, COVID changed ev-
erything. Since that time, 
you have all faced incred-
ible challenges: constant 
Zooming; playing sports 
with masks on; missing 
out on so many activities 
and events. Yet despite 
endless disruptions to your 
families, to your social 
lives, and to your educa-
tion, the Class of 2022 has 
triumphed… and today…
will walk across the stage 
as proud graduates of this 

great academic institution. 
As we emerge from the 
dark cloud of COVID, I 
want all of you to know 
how incredibly proud I 
am to have served as your 

Headmaster. Your efforts 
in unprecedented adversi-
ty, your resilience and de-
termination to overcome 
all obstacles, and your 
sheer will to succeed is an 

inspiration for generations 
to come.”

Brangiforte was fol-
lowed by a keynote ad-
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Families enjoying the buffet during the Patrick J. Kennedy Elementary School’s Cultural 
Night on June 14. See page 16 for more photos.
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By John Lynds

District 1 City Council-
or Gabriela Coletta deliv-
ered her maiden speech on 
the council floor recently 
while offering an order for 
a hearing regarding a com-
prehensive, district-wide 
planning process for Bos-
ton’s waterfront.

“Today, I rise for the 
first time with excitement, 
optimism, and endless 
love for the city and its 
people,” Coletta began. 
“I’m hopeful for the future 
we can and will create for 
future generations with 
creativity and innovation 
and while I’m incredi-
bly excited for the future 
of this city, I am keenly 
aware of the unique chal-
lenges ahead.”

Coletta said as the city 

looks directly into the face 
of what is a local threat to 
us all, and millions around 
the world–sea level rise 
due to climate change–she 
is worried about our fu-
ture. 

“The progress we built 
both in our physical in-
frastructure as well as in 
our human infrastructure 
through the dismantling 
of oppressive systems and 
structures will all be for 
naught if we do not plan 
proactively to protect the 
resiliency of our coast-
line,” said Coletta. “So 
today and thinking of our 
collective future, I rise 
with urgency and I rise 
with the intention to ex-
pedite the conversation in 
implementing a compre-
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By John Lynds 

In January 1972 a small 
article appeared in the 
East Boston Community 
News inviting the commu-
nity to a ‘housing warm-
ing’ hosted by the staff of 
a new halfway-house that 
had opened three months 
prior on Meridian Street. 

It was the first article in-
troducing the community 
to the Fran Rowan Meridi-
an House. There was some 
debate in the community 
at the time whether or not 
a halfway-house that helps 
people struggling with 
substance abuse was the 
right fit for the communi-
ty. After all, a program like 
the Meridian House was a 
foriegn concept in 1972 
and some living in the area 
were weary of living next 
door to drug addicts trying 
to get sober. 

However, the Merid-
ian House’s Director at 
the time, Buster Genual-
do, said in the article the 

“need” for the Meridi-
an House in Eastie was 
“great”--as many strug-
gled with substance abuse 
issues and had nowhere 
else to turn. Genualdo 
wanted the house warming 
to stimulate community 
support for the Meridian 
House and give residents 
an opportunity to see the 
magic that was happening 
within its walls. 

Now, 50 years later the 
Meridian House has be-
come an Eastie institution 
and one of the most re-
spected residential treat-
ment programs in the state. 

On Tuesday, June 28 at 
5 p.m. at the Cottage Park 
Yacht Club the Meridi-
an House staff, as well as 
past and current residents, 
supporters and special 
guests, will celebrate 50 
years as the first and oldest 
residential addiction treat-
ment program in Boston. 

“It’s going to be a great 

Meridian House 
to celebrate 
50th Anniversary

See MERIDIAN Page 4

On Friday morning at East Boston Memorial Stadium over 200 East Boston High School seniors from the Class of 2022 
graduated as part of the school’s annual commencement exercises. Top, students from the Class of 2022 enter East Boston 
Memorial Stadium. Below, students receive high fives, hugs and fist pumps from EBHS faculty as they enter the stadium 
for graduation.

Please Visit 

eastietimes.com
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino   

There are ways you can 
support the restaurants 
and local farmers who 
have dealt with so many 
difficulties since the be-
ginning of the pandemic. 
We were very aware of 
the problems our friends 
in the hospitality indus-
try have overcome and 
are still working around. 
These range from supply 
chain disruptions, infla-
tionary prices for food 
and supplies, the cost of 
outdoor seating, and staff 
shortages. They deal with 
customers who are angry 
about regulations, price 
increases, and missing 
menu items. 

Local Farmers Too!
It should have been ev-

ident that our local farms 
and farmers’ market staff 
were dealing with simi-
lar problems. We stopped 
to say hello to a favorite 
farmer at our local mar-
ket recently while she 
was having lunch. You 
could see the stress in her 
expression as she told us 

about customers criticiz-
ing her and her staff about 
price increases. 

She and her family have 
had to work longer hours 
because they can’t get the 
help they need. The price 
they pay for supplies and 
equipment has skyrocket-
ed. For example, the cost 
of diesel fuel for their farm 
equipment and the trucks 
they drive to markets has 
more than doubled.

Another market vendor 
with prepared foods could 
not get the aluminum con-
tainers for one of her most 
popular items and lost 
sales and disappointed her 
customers.

What’s more, there is 
no immediate hope in 
sight. A New York Times 
report did not see any 
improvement in the sup-
ply chain issues in 2022. 
While a headline in The 
Guardian read, “Global 
supply chain crisis could 
last another two years, 
warn experts.” 

How to Help
You can start by being 

more patient and under-

standing. Local restaurant 
owners and farmers oper-
ate on tiny profit margins 
and have very stressful 
businesses.

Try a new menu item 
or a daily special instead 
of complaining that your 
favorite lobster roll is un-
available or too expensive. 
Go to your favorite restau-
rants during off-hours and 
days. Bring containers for 
any food you want to take 
home. Finally, tip well and 
try to be kind to the staff. 

Stop whining about the 
price of eggs at the farm 
stand. Instead, buy some 
produce to make a frittata 
instead of eggs-over-easy 
for breakfast. Continue 
to purchase the excellent 
quality that local farms 
provide. However, don’t 
waste any of the food you 
do buy. Visit the markets 
more often. Buy what you 
need and use all of it. 

Choose what’s in sea-
son and what the farm has 
in abundance. These items 
represent the best value at 
the stand. Feel free to ask 
for guidance on what is a 
good buy that day. 

Join their Communi-
ty Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program if you 
want a farm to succeed. 
The money you give them 
upfront at the beginning 
of each season means they 
can borrow less from their 
bank at ever-increasing in-
terest rates. 

Face Reality
We have lost so many 

restaurants, and that hurts. 

We miss many profession-
als who have left the hos-
pitality business because 
of the stress, danger, and 
lost income from the pan-
demic. Those who remain 
need to be treated respect-
fully by customers and 
feel that they are valued, 
or they too may move on 
to other fields.

If we begin to lose local 
farms and use agricultural 
land for other purposes, 

we jeopardize our region-
al food security. And this 
will happen just as more 
of us turn to local food 
producers for healthier 
and more environmental-
ly-friendly meals.

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

FRESH AND LOCAL

Support those who feed us

Local farms and farmers’ market staff face the same problems as restaurants, with cus-
tomers complaining about prices and shortages.

hensive district wide plan-
ning process for Boston’s 
waterfront.”

Coletta said Boston is 
extremely lucky to have a 
natural and environmental 
treasure that is our harbor. 

“The waterfront be-
came a necessary eco-
nomic engine during the 
industrial era and over the 
years as the city expanded, 
contracted and expand-
ed again, our waterfront 
has remained an industri-
al hub while also enjoy-
ing welcome investments 
into beautiful parks and 
open spaces on the water’s 
edge,” she said. “I think 
of places that I frequented 
as a child with my Abue-
la, like Piers Park and the 
iconic look LoPresti Park, 
with their sweeping views 
of Boston’s skyline. We 
all have the right to ac-
cess and enjoy Boston’s 
tide lands protected by the 
Public Waterfront Act.”

However, Coletta cau-
tioned that  despite these 
projections our waterfront 
is under intense pressure, 
both due to coastal flood-
ing and private interests 
that seek to commodify its 
duty. 

“District One in par-
ticular faces pressures,” 
said Coletta. “East Bos-

ton, Charlestown, the 
North End are all coast-
al communities that for 
generations have borne 
significant burdens and 
environmental injustices. 
We face being hit first and 
worst by negative impacts 
of climate change in the 
coming years and the data 
is out there and it’s unset-
tling. The Gulf of Maine, 
including its smaller cous-
in Massachusetts Bay, is 
the fastest warming body 
of ocean on the planet.”

Due to this data Colet-

District 1 City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta delivers her 
maiden speech at a recent 
Council meeting. 

dress to the Class of 2022 
delivered by Rep. Adrian 
Madaro. 

“The Class of 2022 can 
be marked by one word: 
resiliency,” said Mada-
ro. “Your generation has 
faced more challenges in 
school over the past few 
years than any other in de-
cades. A global pandemic, 
not only impacting our 
families and our commu-
nities, but shutting down 
schools, moving classes 
to remote learning, and re-
turning with the complica-
tions of Covid restrictions. 
Not the best conditions for 
learning, or for socializ-
ing with your classmates, 
or for managing mental 
health during what can be, 
even in the best of times, 
a tough few years for a lot 
of people. In many ways, 

you’ve all faced the im-
possible. But you know 
what? You did it. Here you 
are, today. You may have 
struggled during these 
past few years, but this 
experience has only made 
you stronger, both as indi-
viduals and as a class. The 
challenges of your high 
school experience have 
shown that there is noth-
ing you can’t overcome, 
no obstacle that you can’t 
tackle once you put your 
mind to it.”

Madaro told the Class 
of 2022 to be proud of 
themselves, never stop 
learning and give back to 
the community. 

“Today marks the end 
of the latest chapter of 
your life, and the begin-
ning of the next,” said 
Madaro. “Let your expe-

riences here be the foun-
dation on which you start 
to build your future, what-
ever it be. Be proud, give 
back, and always keep 
learning.”

Following Madaro, 
EBHS Salutatorian Gene-
sis Onuoha addressed the 
class. 

“Outside these build-
ings, the world is full of 
false guarantees and life 
can be uncertain,” said 
Onuiha. “Childhood is 
heavily structured…kind 
of  like having bumpers on 
a bowling lane. The sys-
tem exerts immense force 
to keep you on track. Then 
you graduate, the bum-
pers come off, the lane 
disappears, and you’re a 
bowling ball sitting in an 
empty field. High school 
is not the highlight of our 
lives, it’s the end of the 
first chapter and the be-
ginning of the rest. For 
the past four years, I’ve 
watched many of you 
grow into amazing people 
and I believe that every-
one here has the power to 
succeed. I know it’s easier 
said than done, but you’ve 
all made it to this point, 
which proves you have 
great potential to make the 
world a better place. The 
next chapters in our lives 
will look different for each 
of us, and so will our defi-
nitions of success. All that 
matters is that you’re hap-
py with where you are at. 
So follow the dreams that 
will make you proud, or at 

the very least, dreams that 
you can look back on in a 
couple of years and think 
to yourself,  “At least I 
gave it a shot,” because at 
the end of the day, as cli-
che and as corny as this 
sounds, a great poet once 
said, you only live once. 
So remember the only per-
son who has to live with 
your choices is you.”

EBHS Class of 2022 
Valedictorian John Le 
then delivered his speech. 

“I know these last few 
years have been hard for 
us, but we are finally here 
today,” said Le. “Every 
one of you seniors should 
be proud of what you have 
accomplished to get here. 
It is a huge achievement. 
Whether you decide to 
go to college or pursue 
a different path, I know 
each and every one of you 
will be successful. As we 
continue our journey and 
move into this new chap-
ter of our lives, it is im-
portant to note that there 
will be many challeng-
es we will have to face. 
Whether they be big tests 
or trying to meet new peo-
ple, you should always 
have an end goal in mind. 
Each and every one of you 
should be proud of your-
selves for making it this 
far. I sincerely hope that 
whichever path you de-
cide to take, you find what 
you are looking for and 
you make the most out of 
it. Best of luck to every-
one and thank you.”

ta said Boston faces the 
greatest risk of flooding 
with more than 45% of the 
city’s critical infrastruc-
ture at risk. 

“This includes our hos-
pitals, schools, police and 
fire stations,” she said. 
“This is expected to in-
crease by 20% by 2051. 
As we prepare for sea 
level rise, we must prior-
itize waterfront planning 
that dictates any new de-
velopment while incor-
porating a strong plan for 
resiliency. We are deal-
ing with a compounding 
displacement crisis, both 
due to development and 
gentrification. Looking to 
the very near future about 
11,000 people, a majority 
of them low income and 
people of color, will soon 

be displaced due to coastal 
flooding and the city has a 
significant role to play in 
planning for our future to 
fortify our coastline and 
mitigate the effects of 
storm surges in stormwa-
ter runoff.”

Coletta believes the city 
can achieve increased re-
siliency without depend-
ing on investments from 
private entities or devel-
opers. 

“The urgent need for 
coastal flooding does 
consider the need for a 
holistic plan to solve our 
housing process,” she 
said. “I am pleased to see 
the recent announcement 
by Mayor Michelle Wu to 
launch an Municipal Har-
bor Plan (MHP) for East 
Boston, that prioritizes 

waterfront resiliency and 
equity and I do look for-
ward to partnering with 
her administration on this 
work. But while we con-
sider next steps for this 
process, there are signifi-
cant lessons to be learned 
from the downtown water-
front MHP that occurred 
between 2013 and 2017.”

Coletta said first the 
city must be able to meet 
the sea to take in water by 
using both passive and ac-
tive permeable landscape 
landscapes. 

“Let’s utilize contem-
porary resiliency strat-
egies seen around the 
world as applied in cities 
in Amsterdam, Rotterdam 
and Venice,” she said. “I 
know Boston is a compet-
itive city. So I hope when 

I say that we are behind 
the tap on this it will dawn 
on people. It will dawn on 
people that we are behind 
and that we seriously need 
to act urgently.”

“Whatever happens 
through this process –  it 
needs to be communi-
ty-led, with an emphasis 
on centering the needs of 
residents for what their 
vision is for the water-
front… to help define the 
framework that develop-
ers must adhere to if they 
intend on building on our 
waterfront,” she added. 
“We need a plan that takes 
into consideration mod-
ern resilience strategies 
through an equity lens that 
sets our vision to guide 
any new proposals.”

DON'T MISS OUT
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Opportunity. 
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By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-
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By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)

Beacon Hill Times(8700)

The Boston Sun(14000) 

Regional Review(3500) 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge(7300)

Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 

Mission Hill Gazette(7000)
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[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800
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By John Lynds

After dropping two 
weeks in a row, East Bos-
ton’s weekly COVID pos-
itive test rate has leveled 
out a bit according to the 
latest data by the Boston 
Public Health Commis-
sion (BPHC). 

Last week, 926 Eastie 
residents were tested for 
the virus last week and 9.6 
percent were positive--this 
was a one percent increase 
from the 9.5 percent that 
tested positive between 
June 6 and June 13. 

Eighty nine additional 
Eastie residents contract-

ed the virus between June 
13 and June 20 there have 
now been 15,812  con-
firmed cases in the neigh-
borhood since the start of 
the pandemic.

Boston’s citywide 
weekly positive test rate 
decreased last week 

According to the BPHC, 
14,523 Boston residents 
tested citywide and 7.7 
percent were positive—a 
19 percent decrease from 
the 9.5 percent that tested 
positive between June 6 
and June 13. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 

breaks down the number 
of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
0.4 percent last week and 
went from 191,740 to 
192,591 confirmed cases 
since the start of the pan-
demic.  

There were three ad-
ditional deaths in Boston 
from the virus in the past 
week and the total number 
of COVID deaths is now 
at 1,478.

Eastie’s weekly COVID positive test-rate levels out

Madonna Queen 
of the Universe Shrine

Thanksgiving Mass

The Don Orione Fathers invite friends and faithful for 
a Thanksgiving Mass to be celebrated by his Eminence, 

Cardinal Sean O’Malley, on Thursday June 23rd at 
7 p.m. at the Madonna Queen of the Universe Shrine 

in East Boston.

On this day we will commemorate the 150th anniver-
sary of the birth of St. Luigi Orione, founder of the 
Congregation of the Sons of Divine Providence (Don 

Orione Fathers), the blessing of the Statue of St. Padre 
Pio recently relocated to the Shrine and the blessing of 

the newly renovated plaza.

The faithful may be able to gain a Plenary Indulgence 
that was granted by the Holy Father, Pope Francis, on 

the occasion of the anniversary of St. Luigi Orione.
 To gain the indulgence the faithful must fulfill the 

usual conditions.

For more information please call us at (617) 569-8792

AVE MARIA AND ONWARDS! (St. Luigi Orione)

By John Lynds

At every meeting lead-
ing up to the Sumner Tun-
nel restoration project that 
began earlier this month, 
MassDOT officials prom-
ised they were coordinat-
ing with the MBTA to en-
sure public transit options 
and that the T was com-
mitted to uninterrupted 
Blue Line service. 

At a time when Eastie’s 
elected officials have been 
demanding increased Blue 

Line service during the 
Sumner Tunnel project the 
MBTA and Federal Tran-
sit Administration (FTA) 
dropped a bombshell on 
the community last week. 

Last Thursday, the 
MBTA announced week-
day subway service 
changes that took effect 
Monday on the Blue Line 
as well as the Red and Or-
ange Lines. 

MBTA officials said 
these changes are the re-
sult of staffing challenges 

among the ranks of sub-
way dispatchers in the 
MBTA’s Operations Con-
trol Center. With a limited 
number of dispatchers, the 
service changes will allow 
the MBTA to schedule 
dispatchers in compliance 
with new FTA directives 
after an investigation into 
a recent spate of derail-
ments, crashes and rail-
road crossing accidents. 

On Monday, Blue Line 
weekday trains began op-
erating every seven min-

MBTA Blue Line service changes are another headache for residents

Meridian//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

event,” said Meridian 
House’s current Director, 
Audrey Clairmont. “We’re 
going to be honoring a few 
people. We’re going to be 
honoring a staff member 
who has been with the 
Meridian House for over 
17 years as well as airing 
a 50th anniversary video. 
There will be a couple 
of alumni speakers that 
will talk about how the 
Meridian House changed 
their life as well as Rep. 
Adrian Madaro, Chair 
of Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health, who will 
talk about the impact the 
Meridian House has had 
in the community.”

Clairmont said the Me-
ridian House will use the 
event to launch the innig-
ural John Neaney Award. 

“We will be present-
ing the first John Neaney 
award to John and he will 
be honored at the event,” 
said Clairmont. “John is 
36 years in recovery and 
was a resident of the Me-
ridian House from 1985 to 
1986. Since he graduated 
from the program he has 
been a consistent support 
for the Meridian House 
and its residents. Every 
year on his anniversary 
of getting sober he brings 
residents pizza and tells 
his story. John has really 
been a huge asset to the 
house for the last 36 years. 
So the first award in his 
name will be ceremonial 
and after he receives the 
award this year we plan on 
making it an annual award 
going forward.”

Over the course of the 
past five decades, Me-
ridian House, working 
through North Suffolk 
Mental Health Associa-
tion, has helped hundreds 
and hundreds of people 
find their way to recovery 
since its inception in the 
fall of 1971. 

A few years ago Help.
org, a trusted online re-
source for individuals 
who struggle with ad-
diction, named the Me-
ridian House one of the 
best treatment facilities 
around. 

During the pandemic, 
many struggling with sub-
stance abuse and recovery 
were isolated from sup-

port services and in-per-
son peer to peer meetings. 
The pandemic has had di-
sastrous consequences on 
the recovery community. 

Recent state reports 
showing 2021 was one 
of the worst years for ad-
diction and overdoses, 
so Clairmont said it is 
more important than ever 
to celebrate the Meridi-
an House’s work, and the 
work of similar treatment 
facilities. 

“I think this would have 
been an important event 
at any time but given the 
pandemic that really set us 
back, not only here at the 
Meridian House, but the 
recovery community in 
general it definitely seems 
more poignant than ever,” 
said Clairmont. “This is 
our first major event since 
the pandemic and this 
work is so much about 
being connected, building 
support, being involved 
in the community and 
building that foundation. 
The nature of COVID just 
took that away from us 
and so many people. The 
ability to attend meetings, 
the fear of entering a resi-
dential treatment program 
because of the virus, treat-
ment programs shutting 
down all had an impact. 
While remote meetings 
did help, I think if you ask 
people who are seeking 
treatment services, it’s not 
quite the same as sitting in 

a room with people. That 
human interaction, that 
human touch that is so im-
portant was missing.”

Clairmont added that 
the Meridian House and 
its residents in treatment 
have always been about 
the community. 

“For 50 years we have 
been ingrained in the com-
munity, attending commu-
nity events, supporting 
those events, partnering 
with event organizers and 
hosting our own events,” 
said Clairmont. “We are 
excited to really be get-
ting back to those part-
nerships and this event 
will highlight the good we 
are doing post-pandemic. 
This is the first opportuni-
ty we’ll have to really do 
that in two years so we’re 
all really, really excited 
for it. It’s nice to just be 
able to gather and cele-
brate something positive 
in the recovery commu-
nity. Meridian House is 
just such an institution in 
the community. If you’ve 
ever been to Meridian 
House or worked there or 
worked closely with us 
then you’ve heard people 
use the phrase “Meridian 
Magic”. It’s something 
that you can’t really ex-
plain. I’ve overseen a lot of 
programs but the Meridian 
House is really unique in 
a lot of ways. There’s just 
something magical that 
happens here.”

The Meridian House will celebrate its 50th Anniversary 
next Tuesday at the Cottage Park Yacht Club. 

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
 BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Daley, Brian M          	 Mejia-Herrera, Luis F	 1 Emmons St                    	 $900,000  
Smith, Lane L        	 Lasala, Nicole E	 1 Prescott St #301         	 $500,000 
43 Ocean Street LLC	 Irzykowski, Wanda L	 21 Porter St               	 $1,400,000 
Real Estate Boston LLC	 31 Falcon Street RT  	 31 Falcon St           	 $802,500  
Triassi, Alexander J      	 Granbery, William N  	 46 W Eagle St #3              	 $637,000
Kim, Do Y                	 55 West Eagle LLC	 55 W Eagle St                   	 $1,150,000  
Khurana, Ishaan	 Ramakrishnan, Prasad A	 90 Morris St #2                 	 $525,000  
Hood 3rd, Charles D	 116 Bennington St LLC	 116 Bennington St #2        	 $590,000  
Frankfort Mt Carmel LLC 	 Frankfort Gove LLC	 120 Gove St                    	 $10,000,000  
Kapreilian, Setrak	 Madsen, Bradley J	 120 Webster St #3              	 $530,000  
Frankfort Mt Carmel LLC  	 Frankfort Gove LLC	 128-134 Gove St                 	 $10,000,000 
Lawry, Claudia	 Sullivan, Katie A	 156 Porter St #114            	 $361,798  
Kanaski, Sloan W	 Domkarova, Sonia	 182 Cottage St #402         	 $508,000 
2 Market Square RT        	 MMH LLC	 203 London St             	 $1,150,000  
Penzel, Maxwell C   	 Fitzgerald Mcnutt LT 	 236 Havre St              	 $1,320,000  
Karras, Patricia	 Kamal, Nasim	 444 Sumner St              	 $1,600,000  

utes until 9 a.m. and every 
eight to nine minutes for 
the rest of the day. Blue 
Line weekday summer 
service is typically five 
minutes between trains 
during morning and eve-
ning peak periods, every 
nine to 10 minutes be-
tween trains in the mid-
day mornings, and every 
five to six minutes be-
tween trains in the mid-
day afternoons.

The MBTA said the 
Blue Line volume was 
about 44% below pre-
Covid ridership levels ac-
cording to data collected 
last week. 

“I share the neighbor-
hood’s frustration with 
this change in service at a 
time when my colleagues 
and I have been asking 
for an increase in Blue 
Line service and not a de-
crease due to the ongoing 
Sumner Tunnel project,” 
said Rep. Adrian Madaro. 
“We will continue to work 

with MBTA and Mass-
DOT officials to explore 
alternative transportation 
options for East Boston 
residents. While this was a 
direct mandate by the fed-
eral government and out 
of the MBTA’s hands the 
time is now to re-establish 
the East Boston/North End 
ferry service that was an 
enormous success during 
the Blue Line tunnel proj-
ect in May. The ferry ser-
vice gave residents here a 
viable commuting option 
to downtown while the 
Blue Line tunnel between 
Maverick and Aquari-
um stations was closed. 
My colleagues and I will 
continue to advocate for 
a return of this service 
throughout the duration of 
the tunnel project as well 
as to offset this newest 
obstacle for residents who 
rely on public transporta-
tion to work, doctor’s ap-
pointments and other nec-
essary travel.”

In a statement last week 
the MBTA said it is ex-
ploring multiple options 
to add capacity at the 
Control Center, including 
an aggressive recruitment 
campaign, offering bonus-
es, and potentially hiring 
back former dispatchers. 

“If dispatch capaci-
ty permits, there may be 
days when the MBTA can 
increase the number of 
trains in service,” said the 
statement. “And as soon 
as sufficient dispatch ca-
pacity exists, the MBTA 
will revert to its previous 
level of service.”

There is one exception 
to the revised summer 
schedule. In the afternoon 
and evening of Monday, 
July 4, the MBTA will 
provide regular weekday 
service in order to accom-
modate people attending 
Independence Day festiv-
ities.

Visit eastietimes.com
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    

engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for publication. Items should be 
forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed tvo 781-485-
1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news 
releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com
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Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the 
editor. Our mailing address is 385 

Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  
Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 
Letters may also be e-mailed to 

editor@eastietimes.com.   
Letters must be signed. We reserve 

the right to edit for length 
and content.

AMERICA IS IN A MAELSTROM 
WITH NO WAY OUT

America and the world are in a bad place, with no 
easy way out.

Although the worst of the coronavirus is behind us, 
the unprecedented economic after-effects of the pan-
demic continue to afflict every aspect of our lives.

The Great Resignation has disrupted supply chains 
for goods of all kinds and made air travel, which for-
merly used to be a pleasure, a fraught experience, with 
thousands of flights cancelled every week because of a 
shortage of pilots and crew.

All of us are griping about the high cost of energy, 
but with oil refining capacity at an all-time low relative 
to demand, it is all but certain that gasoline prices will 
remain at record levels for the foreseeable future.

Electric cars are still a long way off from becoming 
practical for most Americans for a host of reasons.

The war in Ukraine, the largest in the world since 
WWII, is exacerbating shortages of commodities of all 
kinds, especially food.

Avian flu, the worst on record, continues to devastate 
both domesticated and wild bird populations.

Our health care system, which proved so inadequate 
during the pandemic, is completely incapable of han-
dling the coming influx of aging Baby Boomers -- just 
visit any ER, anywhere and everywhere.

Our public educational system not only has fallen far 
behind because of the pandemic, but the looming teach-
er shortage means that catching up will be all but im-
possible.

Drug overdose deaths are at their highest rate ever, 
with no solution in sight.

Mass shootings are a routine occurrence with [p;iti-
cians too-cowed by the gun lobby to take even the sim-
plest, most common-sense action.

Climate change continues unchecked and unabated. 
Life on the planet as we know it never will be the same.

And last but not least, it is apparent that a large per-
centage of Americans are committed to overthrowing 
our democracy. What happened on 1/6 is just a prelude 
to what is to come in the 2022 and 2024 elections.

Yes, the present is tough going -- but the future is 
even bleaker.

BOATING AND DRINKING 
DON’T MIX

A national news headline caught our attention recent-
ly:

“Five people, including four from the same family, 
died in a boating collision on Saturday along a river 
popular with boaters outside Savannah, Ga., the author-
ities said. Four other people were injured, including one 
who was charged with operating a boat while under the 
influence.”

This story, coming at the start of the summer season, 
should serve as a sober reminder (pun intended) that al-
cohol consumption on a boat is never a good idea.

For far too many boaters and their guests, heavy 
drinking and boating go hand-in-hand. Unfortunately 
however, the proverbial “booze cruise” all too often 
ends up with tragic consequences.

Boating under the influence -- BUI -- is every bit as 
dangerous as DUI (driving under the influence) and also 
is a criminal offense.

We urge all of our readers who are either boat owners 
or their guests to ensure that someone on board will be 
a designated “sober sailor” in order to avoid becoming 
another sad, grim statistic.

By John Lynds

East Boston’s Don’t Be 
Denied Band,  founded 
by East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
Vice President and Zumix 
Board Member Steven 
Snyder, will host a benefit 
concert for Ukraine at the 
House of Blues Founda-
tion Room on Saturday, 
June 25. 

The Don’t Be Denied 
band was formed in 2017 
during the height of thee 
Trump Adminstration’s 
xenophobia and attacks 
on immigrants living in 
Eastie and across the na-
tion. At the time Snyder 
witnessed first hand how 
the former administration 
was causing fears among 
the immigrant population 
over access to healthcare, 
access to housing, and that 
if they were undocument-
ed they would be removed 
from the country. This, 
explained Snyder, caused 
a lot of trauma in the com-
munity. 

“When the band first 
formed, I had two con-
cepts in mind,” said Sny-
der. “One, that member-
ship in the band would be 
very flexible, and two, that 
we would have a focus on 
social justice.  Many of 
our songs deal with social 
justice issues in our own 
community such as im-
migrant rights and racial 
equity.”

Snyder said when 
Russia invaded Ukraine 
many of his fellow band 

members had friends and 
co-workers with family in 
Ukraine. 

“We were devastated for 
them,” said Snyder. “We 
immediately thought we 
should hold a concert to 
create awareness and raise 
funds.  We found a local 
charity called Sunflower 
of Peace that is providing 
medical and other critical 
supplies to Ukraine.”

Snyder said all of the 
money raised through the 
concert will go directly to 
Sunflower of Peace to sup-
port relief efforts for the 
Ukrainian People.  

Snyder said in addition 
to the Don’t Be Denied 
Band another local band, 
Juniper, will be playing.  
Snyder said Juniper is a 
great rock/pop band and 
both bands will mix orig-
inal music with some fun 
covers.

“I’m really hoping the 

East Boston community 
will step up for this im-
portant cause,” said Sny-
der.  “There are so many 
important issues in our 
country right now and I 
fear this unjust war is be-
ing forgotten.  I hope peo-
ple will buy tickets and 
come for a fun night of 
live music at a great venue 

and support a great chari-
ty.”

Tickets for the event 
are available through 
Universe, Ticket Masters 
event site.  The event link 
is https://www.universe.
com/events/dont-be-de-
nied-a-benefit-concert-
for-ukraine-tickets-CWS-
B6X. 

East Boston’s Don’t Be Denied Band to 
host benefit concert for Ukraine on June 25

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416

Eastie’s Don’t Be Denied Band (above and below) will perform a benefit concert for the 
People of Ukraine at the House of Blues on Saturday, June 25. 
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617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
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Congratulations class of 2022

EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2022

The East Boston High School Class of 2022 took one last group photo before proceeding into the stadium. 

Graduates look for family and friends in the audience as they enter the stadium. 
Anivia Sophorirath sings the National Anthem. 

Members of the Class of 2022 decorated their caps, some 
with the schools they are heading to in the fall. 

Seniors from the East Boston High School football team. 

PHOTOS BY JOHN LYNDS



Page 6	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, June 22, 2022

EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2022

Congratulations E.B.H.S.
Graduating  

Class of 2022

CHANNEL FISH
370 East Eagle St., East Boston

617-569-3200

EBHS Class 

of 2022

C
o
n

gratulatio
n

s

State Representative Adrian MadaroState Senator Lydia Edwards

Congratulations 
to the 

Class of 2022

Members of the East Boston High School National Honors Society. 

After receiving their diplomas, members of the East Boston 
High School Class of 2022 were congratulated by faculty 
members. 

East Boston High School teacher Tyrone Figueroa congrat-
ulates one of his students.

A member of the  East Boston High School Class of 2022 is 
embraced by one of his teachers for a job well done. 

Headmaster Phil Brangiforte hands out diplomas to stu-
dents. 

Students were all smiles when they received their diplo-
mas as their accomplishments were realized. 

East Boston High School Class of 2022 Valedictorian John 
Le and Salutatorian Genesis Onuoha. 

Members of the East Boston High School Class of 2022 are 
congratulated as they enter the stadium Friday morning. 

Former  East Boston High School faculty member Tiana 
Tassinari was on hand to congratulate her former students. 

East Boston High School Coach Dave Arinella offered intro-
ductions. 

One last look back before looking forward to the future. East Boston High School Coach Dave Arinella with Harris 
Sheikh Asif. 

Grads lined up as the ceremony got underway. 
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Good Morning facul-
ty, staff, invited guests, 
family members, and of 
course, students. I am 
humbled and honored to 
stand before you for the 
142nd East Boston High 
School Commencement 
ceremony to celebrate the 
graduating class of 2022! 

And as your Headmas-
ter—for at least the next 
30 minutes or so—I have 
one final request.

Would each and every 
one of you please stand 
up?

Thank you.   
Now search the audi-

ence and find your parents 
or guardians who have 
helped you reach this de-
fining moment.

I want you to look them 
in the eyes and...  

Give them the biggest 
and loudest round of ap-
plause you can!

Thank you.
Your parents and fami-

ly members — those who 
fought to get you out of 
bed every morning; who 
scratched and saved to put 
clothes on your back and 
food on the table; who 
paid those internet bills 
so that you could Zoom 
to class every day — de-
served that moment, for 
today is not just a celebra-
tion of individual accom-
plishments, but also of 
their commitment to your 
success.

Now…it’s time…to 
talk about it.

That dreaded word.
COVID….
Four years ago, all of 

you entered East Boston 
High as wide-eyed fresh-
men ready to embark on a 
new and exciting journey.

And then – 18 months 
into your high school ca-

reer, COVID changed ev-
erything. 

Since that time, you 
have all faced incredi-
ble challenges: constant 
Zooming; playing sports 
with masks on; missing 
out on so many activities 
and events. Yet despite 
endless disruptions to 
your families, to your so-
cial lives, and to your ed-
ucation, the Class of 2022 
has triumphed… and to-

day…will walk across the 
stage as proud graduates 
of this great academic in-
stitution! 

This moment, for me, is 
bittersweet. Unfortunate-
ly, because of the pandem-
ic, I sometimes feel that I 
did not have enough time 
to bond with all of you 
as individuals, and it’s 
certainly a little harder to 
develop personal relation-
ships from behind a mask. 
Regardless, as we emerge 
from the dark cloud of 
COVID, I want all of you 
to know how incredibly 
proud I am to have served 
as your Headmaster. Your 
efforts in unprecedented 
adversity, your resilience 
and determination to over-
come all obstacles, and 
your sheer will to succeed 
is an inspiration for gener-
ations to come. 

I know that the odds are 

against what I am about 
to say, but here is what I 
hope for all of you…

I truly hope that today 
will be the LAST DAY 
that you will EVER have 
to talk or think about 
Covid. 

I truly hope that all of 
you have healed from the 
incredible challenges you 
have faced over the last 
two years.

I truly hope that you are 
ready to smile again, talk 
to each other, find your 
voice, stand up for your-
selves, and embrace your 
incredibly bright futures.  

And your futures are in-
credibly bright. 

Despite the pandemic, 
several students sitting 
here today will be at-
tending some of the most 
prestigious colleges in the 
world - including Tufts, 
Bentley, Boston Universi-

ty, and Northeastern.
Despite the pandemic, 

most of you will be con-
tinuing your education 
at a number of respected 
colleges and trade schools 
or entering the world of 
work.

Despite the pandemic, 
our sports teams had an 
incredible year. Several 
made it to the city and state 
tournaments; the baseball 
team brought home the 
City championship for the 
first time in 31 years…and 
who can forget Thanks-
giving football under the 
lights at Fenway.

Despite the pandemic, 
we had an awesome pep 
rally and spirit day, a great 
BMX anti bulling day, a 
fantastic homecoming, 
and an amazing prom.

And despite the pan-
demic…all of you are 

Good morning Class of 
2022! Congratulations and 
thank you for allowing me 
to be a small part of your 
special day.

When I told my wife 
that I’d been invited to 
speak at your graduation, 
the first thing she said to 
me was: “Be brief. No 
one wants to hear you go 
on and on and give cliche 
advice while they wait to 
receive their diplomas.”

Given the impending 
thunderstorms, and the 
fact that you have 236 
names to read through, 
I’m going to listen to my 
far better half. That being 
said, I am a politician with 
a captive audience, so you 
have to cut me some slack 
while I seize this oppor-
tunity. Indulge me as I 
make some remarks, and 
I promise I will honor my 
wife’s advice so you can 
all celebrate.

While I never had the 
honor of being a student at 
East Boston High School, 
I feel like I have a long 
history with you. I had a 
lot of friends growing up 
who went to Eastie High. 
My mom graduated with 
the Class of 1969 (the best 
year of her life, as she of-
ten reminds us!). Some of 
you might have taken a 
class with my sister, Ms. 
Owens. Not to mention, 
I’ve lived my entire life 
just a few doors down 
the street from the High 
School.

The Class of 2022 can 
be marked by one word: 
resiliency. Your generation 
has faced more challenges 
in school over the past few 
years than any other in de-
cades. A global pandemic, 
not only impacting our 
families and our commu-
nities, but shutting down 
schools, moving classes 

to remote learning, and re-
turning with the complica-
tions of Covid restrictions. 
Not the best conditions for 
learning, or for socializ-
ing with your classmates, 
or for managing mental 
health during what can be, 
even in the best of times, 
a tough few years for a lot 
of people. In many ways, 
you’ve all faced the im-
possible.

But you know what? 
You did it. Here you are, 
today.

You may have strug-
gled during these past few 
years, but this experience 
has only made you stron-
ger, both as individuals 
and as a class. The chal-
lenges of your high school 
experience have shown 
that there is nothing you 
can’t overcome, no obsta-
cle that you can’t tackle 
once you put your mind 
to it.

And even though these 
past couple of years have 
had their tough moments, 
I also know that there’ve 
been a lot of good times 
too. There is no force 
on this Earth, not even a 
global pandemic, that can 
stop high school students 
from having a good time. 
Cherish these years, em-
brace these memories and 
the friends you made them 
with. Celebrate your ac-

complishments of being 
a high school graduate. 
Each of you has excelled 
in one way or another, 
whether it be through your 
academics, sports, art, vol-
unteering, or anything you 
enjoyed during your high 
school career. Each grad-
uate standing here today 
in the Blue and Gold has 
made contributions to the 
East Boston High School 
community. And we are 
proud of you.

Now, I’ve been told that 
it’s the commencement 
speaker’s responsibility 
to impart some wisdom 
on the graduating class. 
I’m not sure who made 
the mistake of thinking 
that I had any of that. And 
Lord knows I wasn’t too 
great at listening to ad-
vice when I was your age. 
Honestly, I was never real-
ly a fan of commencement 
speakers and their trite 

words of wisdom. But, I 
think right now I’m in a 
sweet spot, where I’m still 
young enough to remem-
ber what it feels like to 
graduate high school, but 
old enough to be able to 
look back, reflect, and of-
fer some words of friendly 
advice on what to do now:

First, be proud of your-
self! What you are achiev-
ing today by graduating 
high school is an amazing 
accomplishment. Some 
of you may be the first in 
your family. Others may 
be continuing a legacy at 
Eastie High. Regardless 
of the path you took to get 
to this stage today, you’ve 
made your community 
proud.

With that said, don’t 
forget the time, energy, 
and investments that not 
only you, but your family, 
teachers, and loved ones 
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John Le
Class 2022 Valedictorian
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Good morning friends 
and family, faculty and 
staff, and of course the 
class of 2022. I know these 
last few years have been 
hard for us, but we are fi-
nally here today. Every one 
of you seniors should be 
proud of what you have ac-
complished to get here. It 
is a huge achievement. Be-
fore I begin, I just want to 
take this time to thank my 
friends, family, and every-
one who has been there for 
me. I really couldn’t have 
done it without you all.  

Today is the day we 
have all been waiting for. 

Staying up late at night to 
study, trying to memorize 
everything before a test, 
and all the sacrifices we 
made to get here, it has fi-
nally paid off. All the hard 
work we endure through-
out these four years has led 
us to this moment where 
we will walk across the 
stage, thank all of the staff, 
and receive a diploma 
which shows that we have 
completed a proper edu-
cation. This will serve as 
the platform which we will 
use to do bigger and better 
things. Whether you decide 
to go to college or pursue a 

different path, I know each 
and every one of you will 
be successful. 

Now I know that all this 
change can be scary, but 
we should embrace it and 
welcome it with open arms. 
Change is good, it is how 
we grow. A famous author 
once said, “The only way 
we can live is if we grow. 
The only way that we 
can grow is if we change. 
The only way that we can 
change is if we learn. The 
only way we can learn is 
if we are exposed. And the 
only way we can become 
exposed is if we throw our-

selves into the open. Do it. 
Throw yourself.” So don’t 
be afraid the next time you 
have to try something new. 

As we continue our 
journey and move into this 
new chapter of our lives, 
it is important to note that 
there will be many chal-
lenges we will have to 
face. Whether they be big 
tests or trying to meet new 
people, you should always 
have an end goal in mind. 
I remember in forensics 
class of my senior year, the 
teacher would always give 
us jolly ranchers for getting 
our work done. Moral of 

the story: Have something 
in mind to push yourself 
forward.

Thank you friends and 
family for being there for 
us. Thank you faculty and 
staff, we couldn’t have 
completed high school 
without all of you there 
every step of the way. And 
of course, congratulations 
to the graduating class of 
2022. Again, each and ev-
ery one of you should be 
proud of yourselves for 
making it this far. I sin-
cerely hope that which-
ever path you decide to 
take, you find what you are 

looking for and you make 
the most out of it. Best of 
luck to everyone and thank 
you.

Good morning faculty, 
staff, family, friends, and 
the Class of 2022. 

I am Genesis Onuoha 
and it is my honor to stand 
here as your salutatorian.

Before I commence 
with my speech, I would 
first like to thank my fam-
ily.

My mom, for dragging 
me out of bed each morn-
ing and making sure I was 
in school on time; my dad, 
for keeping me focused on 
my studies; and my broth-
ers, for being the biggest 
source of inspiration and 
support.

I would also like to 
thank my friends…for be-

ing so amazing and being 
my rocks throughout these 
four years.

Finally, I want to thank 
my teachers, club advi-
sors, and academic men-
tors for pushing me to 
greatness.

Without all of your 
help, I would not be up 
here today.

Thank you.
Frankly, I am in no po-

sition to give you advice 
about your futures. I’m 
not any more prepared to 
handle the real world than 
the rest of you.

Outside these buildings, 
the world is full of false 
guarantees and life can be 

uncertain. 
Childhood is heavily 

structured…kind of  like 
having bumpers on a 
bowling lane. The system 
exerts immense force to 
keep you on track. 

Then you graduate, 
the bumpers come off, 
the lane disappears, and 
you’re a bowling ball sit-
ting in an empty field. 

High school is not the 
highlight of our lives, it’s 
the end of the first chapter 
and the beginning of the 
rest. 

Ironic for me to say, but 
our lives are not defined 
by our high school grades 
or extracurricular activi-

ties.
It’s easy to drown in 

the stress and be over-
whelmed, but remember: 
No one has life all figured 
out. You’re on a rock float-
ing in space! It’s ok to feel 
uncertain.

For the past four years, 
I’ve watched many of you 
grow into amazing people 
and I believe that every-
one here has the power to 
succeed. I know it’s easier 
said than done, but you’ve 
all made it to this point, 
which proves you have 
great potential to make the 
world a better place.

The real world can be 
disappointing. It doesn’t 

always get easier, but it’s 
up to you to make it bet-
ter. After all, our lives are 
what we make of them. 

The next chapters in our 
lives will look different 
for each of us, and so will 
our definitions of success. 

All that matters is that 
you’re happy with where 
you are at. 

So follow the dreams 
that will make you proud, 
or at the very least, dreams 
that you can look back on 
in a couple of years and 
think to yourself,  “At 
least I gave it a shot,” be-
cause at the end of the day, 
as cliche and as corny as 
this sounds, a great poet 
once said, you only live 
once. So remember the 
only person who has to 
live with your choices is 
you. 

Once again congratula-
tions to the Class of 2022.

Thank you.

Genesis Onuoha
Class 2022 Salutatorian

Adrian Madaro
Keynote Speaker

Phillip Brangiforte
Headmaster

See MADARO Page 11
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East Boston HS Class of 2022 Scholarship recipients

EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2022

Kiandra Tiana Abel 
Ariel Eduardo Aguilar Reyes Lizbeth 
Aguilar Reyes *** 
Briana Marcela Alexander 
Vinicius Alcantara Almeida 
Thayly Marizol Almendarez Rodriguez 
*** 
Vanessa Alvarez Bedoya 
Melanie Adriana Amaya Antoni Josue 
Andino Sanchez 
Lino Simon Andrade Platero 
Robert Samuel Andrade Platero 
Roni Junior Andujar 
Nuria Betsabe Arevalo
Mynor Argueta Garcia 
Kevin Raul Argueta Velasquez *** 
Jennifer Emperatriz Argueta 
Andres Felipe Arroyave 
Harris Sheikh Asif 
Manuel Isai Barrera 
Robin Anderson Barrientos De Paz 
Cristian Bedoya Serna 
Karima Benkirane 
Randy Avelardo Bermudez 
Matthew J, Jr Crystal 
Sean Tyler Curtis 
Joao Victor Da Silva Martins 
Valentina Maria DAmpolo 
Jashua Ezequiel Delacruz 
Jennifer Doraliza Delgado Rosario 
Katie Lorraine DelVecchio 
Yazmeen Diaz 
Rayhana El Mzabi 
Diego Orlando Elias Pereira 
Brittany Marie Elliott 
Marjory Erazo Erazo 
Valeria Yamileth Erazo 
Ari Emanuel Escamilla 
Elvis Nazaret Escovar 
Mariel Familia Almonte 
Gianna Christine Federico 
Camilly Domiciano Fernandes Freitas 
Julio Cesar Figueroa 
Isaiah Eliel Fragoso 
Christopher William Frazier 
Zain Misael Garcia Gonzalez 
Kevin Antonio Garcia 
Auner Bernal Gonzalez 
Leila Gelin 
Jose Andres Besednjak Izquierdo 
Iris Gissel Blanco 
Leslye Anahi Bonilla Fuentes 
Marlin Bonilla *** 
Natalie Elizabeth Boyd 
Christopher Alexander Buenrostro 
Cardenas 
Jacqueline Hong Dao Bui 
Juan Carlos Cabral 
Douglas Eduardo Calderon 
Shakira Cardoso Monteiro 
Sem Pina Cardoso 
Diana Marleni Carranza 
Brooklynn Marie Cartagena 
Salim Julian, Jr Castro 
Johan Esteban Catano Patino *** 
Mayeli Anesa Chalas 
Bryan Steven Chavez Soriano 
Jenifer Abigail Chavez 
Ivette Checo 
Abdullah Chowdhury 
Katherine Stephanie Cruz Lainez 
Natalia Lissbeth Cruz Martinez 
Daniel Estiven Gomez Moreno 
Maria Jose Gomez *** 
Katherine Nathalya Gonzalez *** 
Freddy Isaiah Grant Dicicco 
Noah Rhea Greene 
Alisson Kathleen Grey Palomino 
Leslye Milena Guardado Cartagena *** 
Laura Guerra Cardenas 
Sergio Junior Guerra 
Nanci Odali Guevara Yanes 
Mia Sophia Guthrie 
Mariana Daniela Gutierrez Flores 
Sinem Hadj Sahraoui 
Nadia Halili 
Xavier Markeem Heard 
Karina Michelle Henriquez 
Jose Ignacio Hercules Orellana 
Bayron Nathan Heredia Castro 
Alexis Eduardo Hernandez Lopez 
Angel Samuel Hernandez Moya 
Diana Stephania Hernandez Ventura 
Juliana Elizabeth Herrera *** 
Anthony Deshon Holman 
Josue Osmin Interiano 
Jadalyn Anessa James 
Estefani Yamilet Juarez 
Hafcha Khanam *** 
Robert Christopher Kubinec 
Michael Christian Landaverde 
Edwardo Landaverde Polanco 
Carlos Manuel, Jr Landaverde 
Jose Israel Landaverde *** 
Mila Dolores Landaverde *** 
John Le * 
Bryan Roberto Lemus 
Graviela Lissette Lemus 
Yeraldin Lopez Betancur 
Deryan Jose Lopez 
Gersom Patrick Lopez 
Jennifer Guadalupe Lopez 
Jonathan Steven Lopez 
Michael Lozada 
Ashanti Abigail Magana 
Jennifer Carolina Marquez Dominguez 

Samantha Sarai Marroquin 
Justina Beatrice Montanez 
Oscar Denilson Morales Garcia *** 
Stiven Morales Jaramillo *** 
Sophia Moreno 
Victor Jejel Moreno *** 
Flavia Camila Mori Panduro *** 
Jonah Walter Morris 
Stephanie Marilyn Muneton 
Fatima Gissel Navarro 
Marianna Angel Nevins 
Remberto Alexander Nunez Bojorquez 
Jeremy Alexander Nunez-Pina 
Michael Joseph O’Neill 
Marck Anthony Ocampo 
Jisell Adelia Ochoa *** 
Genesis Amarachi Onuoha 
Arianna Marie Orlandino 
Julia Iveliz Ortez 
Destiny Ann Paige Janisse Beatriz Pala-
cios Cabrera *** 
Daniel Javier Pedronio 
Luis Antonio Pena 
Aslin Sofia Perez Yanes *** 
Anthony John Perez 
Luis Alberto Martinez Alarcon 
Tanneson Alejandro Martinez Carrasco 
Katy Esmeralda Martinez Hercules 
Maria Celia Martinez Herrera 
Yuliana Del Carmen Martinez Santana 
*** 
Cesar Bladimir Martinez 
Karina Martinez 
Keven Roberto Martinez 
Luis Mario Martinez 
Tania Marie Martinez 
Francisco Josue Matute 
Brayan Eduardo Mayorga 
Emily Naomy Mayorga 
Ava McGrath 
Ariana Elizabeth Medeiros 
Aiden Jonathon Meil 
Ludbin Anselmo Melgar Rodriguez 
Fernando Smitt Membreno Flores 
Denis Adonay Menendez Chacon 
Jonathan Ariel Menjivar Murcia 
Fatima Rosibel Merlos 
Mohamed Hamza Mohamed 
Ariana Denice Molina 
James Albert Perez 
Lesly Roxana Perez 
Tristian Isaac Petty 
Carlos Eduardo Pineda Polanco 
Alan Pineda Alvaro Enrique Pineda 
Paola Pinto 
Gregory Usiel Pizarro Zapata 
Anthony William Plagenza 
Camila Alessandra Portela 
Flor De Maria Portillo Rosales 
Hector Adonay Portillo 
Michael Steve Portillo 
Andy Xiao Lin Qiu 
Adrian Quintero Marin 
Brian Esau Ramirez 
Stephanie NMN Ramirez 
Alberto Alexander Ramos Guevara 
Heidi Noemi Ramos Ramos *** 
Mario Raul Recinos Nayely Restrepo 
Yepes*** 
Franklin Edenilson Retana Mejia *** 
Christopher Reyes Chavez 
Kristy Allison Rivera 
Adolfo Rodriguez Alcantar 
Belkis Carolina Rodriguez Cano 
Keyla Anais Rodriguez Reyes *** 
Gloria Estefani Rodriguez 
Jorge Ivan Rojas Perez 
Joan Sebastian Romero Guzman 
Brian Antonio Romero 
Pamela Rosa Rodriguez 
Ruben Rosa 
Wilson, Jr Saintus 
Christian Alexander Salazar Magana 
Jenifer Angelica Sanabria Vasquez 
Isabela Sanchez Castrillon *** 
Luisa Maria Sanchez Oliveros 
Santiago Santamaria Fraile *** 
Joshua Santiago 
Samuel Almani Santiago 
Ingrid Fidelina Santos Menjivar 
Brandon Sepulveda 
Madeline Antonia Sherman 
Samantha Sierra 
Bryan Alexander Sologaistoa Mazariegos 
Weslin Alexander Solorzano 
Anivia Sarika Sophorlrath 
Gabriel Josue Soriano Guevara 
Tania Tabares Catano 
Isaian Moreno Tavares 
Janiya Renee Kim Taylor Holman 
Galilea Nicole Ticas *** 
Parker William Tobon 
Arianna Marie Troville 
Mackenzie Lee Vargas Deavilla 
Erick Esau Vasquez 
Laniah Sharie Victorian Butler 
Adriana Magaly Villanueva 
Jace Jing Wai 
Nicole Marie Walker 
Arianna Dilçia Webber Cedanio 
Alisha Maria Whitney 
Kasandra Wilcox 
Cathy Xu Man Wong Mauricio Yepes Al-
varez *** 
Jhony Zaldana
*** National Honors Society

James J. Celona, Jr. Perseverance 
Award - Abel, Kiandra Tiana

Rockland Trust Scholarship - Aguilar 
Reyes, Lizbeth

Anthony Albano Memorial Scholar-
ship - Arevalo, Nuria Betsabe

Commander Robert Gillen Award - 
Barrera, Manuel

1st Sargeant Roy Williams - Barrera, 
Manuel

Andrea Harvey Memorial Scholarship 
- Besednjak Izquierdo, Jose Andres

Boston Teachers’ Union Scholarship - 
Besednjak Izquierdo, Jose Andres

Rockland Trust Scholarship - Boyd, 
Natalie Elizabeth

East Boston High School “Blue and 
Gold” Award - Brittany Elliot

John A. Poto Legacy Scholarship - 
Bui, Jacqueline Hong Dao

Ronnie Woods Memorial Scholarship - 
Cartagena, Brooklyn

School Parent Council - Crystal, Mat-
thew J, Jr

East Boston High School “Blue and 
Gold” Award - Curtis, Sean

EBHS Halfball Scholarship - Curtis, 
Sean

Buddy Mangini Scholarship - Curtis, 
Sean

Thomas Menino BU Scholarship - 
Delgado Rosario, Jennifer Doraliza

Massachusetts Port Authority Scholar-
ship - El Mzabi, Rayhana

Buddy Mangini Scholarship - Elliott, 
Britney

Roscoe and Elizabeth Coolidge Me-
morial Scholar Athlete Award - Elliott, 
Brittany Marie

Dr. H. Elaine Halkopoulos Memorial 
Scholarship - Familia Almonte, Mariel

Michael Jones Memorial Scholarship - 
Frazier, Christohper

Deb Jackson Memorial Scholarship - 
Gonzalez, Katherine Nathalya

John V. Vozella Memorial Scholarship 
- Hadj Sahraoui, Sihem

Thomas Menino BU Scholarship - 
Hadj Sahraoui, Sihem

Gates Entrepreneurship Scholarship - 
Hernandez Lopez, Alexis Eduardo

Leslie H. Kimbrough Scholarship - 
Herrera, Juliana Elizabeth

Jesse Stokes Memorial Scholarship - 
Holman, Anthony Deshon

Vanessa Bigby Memorial Scholarship - 
Jennifer Delgado

Brighton Marine Arthur Berg Scholar-
ship - Juliana Herrera

Judith Blanco and Andrew Faiz Schol-
arship - Khanam, Hafcha

EBHS Julius “Joe” Vennochi Memori-
al Scholarship - Le, John

Franklin Medal Award - Le, John
Northeastern University Valedictorian 

Scholarship - Le, John
Pasquale Leone Memorial Scholarship 

- Lemus, Bryan
Rockland Trust Scholarship - Lemus, 

Graviela Lissette
Vincent A. Scaduto Memorial Scholar-

ship - Marroquin, Samantha Sarai
Brighton Marine Arthur Berg Scholar-

ship - Merlos, Fatima   
Salvatore Lombardo Memorial Schol-

arship Award - Merlos, Fatima Rosibel
Phillip Brangiforte and Richard F. Diaz 

Memorial Scholarship - Morales Jara-
millo, Stiven

Rockland Trust Scholarship - Moreno, 
Sophia

Boston Teachers’ Union Scholarship - 
Mori Panduro, Flavia Camila

Pasquale Leone Memorial Scholarship 
- Morris, Jonah

James J. Celona, Jr. Perseverance 
Award - Muneton, Stephanie Marilyn

EBHS Halfball Scholarship - O’Neill, 
Michael

Michael Rubin “Class, Pride & Tradi-
tion” Award - Ochoa, Jisell Adelia

Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. Public Service 
Scholarship - Onuoha, Genesis Amara-
chi

Franklin Medal Award - Onuoha, 
Genesis Amarachi

North Suffolk Association’s Armando 
Alfano Fund - Palacios Cabrera, Ja-
nisse Beatriz

Massport Robert Larsen Memorial 
Scholarship - Ramirez, Brian Esau

Clipper Battalion Scholarship - Reci-
nos, Mario

Rockland Trust Scholarship - Reyes 
Chavez, Christopher

EBNHC James O. Taylor, M.D. & 
John P. Cradock Scholarship - Rodri-
guez Reyes, Keyla Anais

Salvatore Lombardo Memorial Schol-
arship Award - Rodriguez, Gloria Este-
fani

Brighton Marine Arthur Berg Scholar-
ship - Rodriguez, Keyla

Rockland Trust Scholarship - Saintus, 
Wilson, Jr

Boston University Presidential Schol-
arship - Saintus, Wilson, Jr.

Carrie Ann Brangiforte Strike Out Co-

lon Cancer Scholarship - Santiago, Sam-
uel Almani

Brighton Marine Arthur Berg Scholar-
ship - Shakira Cardoso Monteiro

School Parent Council - Tobon, Park-
er William

James J. Celona, Jr. Perseverance 
Award - Vasquez, Erick Esau

Massachusetts Port Authority Scholar-
ship - Wai, Jace Jing

Massport Anthony Pascucci Memorial 
Scholarship - Walker, Nicole Marie

Gates Entrepreneurship Scholarship - 
Whitney, Alisha Maria

North Suffolk Association’s Armando 
Alfano Fund - Wilcox, Kasandra

John V. Vozella Memorial Scholarship 
- Yepes Alvarez, Mauricio
2022 Athletic Banquet Awards Recipient 

Cheerleading Coaches’ Award - Alex-
andra Vanegas

Elaine Halkopoulos Memorial Award 
- Most Valuable Cheerleader - Grace 
Gans

Cheerleading Unsung Hero Award - 
Estefani Juarez

Vanessa Bigby Most Valuable Player’s 
Award - Jennifer Delgado Rosario

Volleyball Sportsmanship Award - 
Karen Cruz Rodriguez

Volleyball Most Inspirational Athlete 
Award - Luisa Sanchez Oliveros

Girls Soccer Coaches  Award - Saman-
tha Marroquin

Girls Soccer Lady Jets Award - Shaki-
ra Cardoso

Girls Soccer Unsung Hero Award - 
Jennifer Sanabria

Boys Soccer Most Valuable Player - 
Brandon Sepulveda

Boys Soccer Most Improved Player - 
Jhony Zaldana

Boys Soccer Unsung Hero Award - 
Gabriel Soriano

Thomas Nealon Memorial Award - 
Most Valuable Football Player - Daniel 
Pedronio

Rocky and Joey DiNicola Memori-
al Award - Outstanding Underclassman 
Football Player - Taelor Thompson

Anthony Borzillo Memorial Award - 
Unsung Hero - Sean Curtis

Indoor Track Outstanding Female Ath-
lete - Diana Melgar

Indoor Track Outstanding Male Senior 
- Michael Portillo

Indoor Track Sportsmanship Award - 
Jeremy Nunez-Pina

Outstanding Senior Swimmer - Brian 
Ramirez 

Most Valuable Swimmer - Jace Wai 
Swimming Outstanding Underclass-

man - Jhoneider Herrera 
Girls Basketball Most Valuable Player 

- Julianna Troville
Girls Basketball Coaches’ Award - 

Brandy Aguilar
Girls Basketball Sportsmanship Award 

- Ebeline Oliva
Boys Basketball Most Valuable Player 

- Roni Andujar Jr.
Boys Basketball Coaches Award - An-

thony Holman Jr.
Boys Baksetball Outstanding Under-

classman - Christian Sanders
Gary Girolamo Memorial Award - 

Most Valuable Hockey Player - Andy 
Qiu

Rocco Jesso Memorial Award - Most 
Improved Hockey Player - Vinny Almei-
da

John Parziale Sr. Memorial Award - 
Hockey Sportsmanship Award - Angel  
Gonzalez

Outdoor Track Unsung Hero - Ariel 
Aguilar Reyes

Outdoor Track Outstanding Senior - 
Jashua DeLacruz 

Outdoor Track Outstanding Female 
Athlete - Arisai Cordova

Most Valuable Softball Player - Brit-
tany Elliott

Most Improved Softball Player - Nuria 
Arevalo

Softball Outstanding Defensive Player 
- Jaden Pacitta

Julius “Joe” Vennochi Memorial 
Award - Most Valuable Baseball Player 
- Luis Ortiz

Donald “Donnie D” DiLorenzo Me-
morial Award - Outstanding Senior Base-
ball - Janneson Martinez Carrasco

Baseball Outstanding Offensive Player 
- Joel Valera

Girls’ Tennis Most Miles Traveled - 
Sophia Moreno

Boys Tennis Leadership Award - Rob-
ert Kubinec

Blue & Gold Award Male - Sean Cur-
tis

Blue & Gold Award Female - Brittany 
Elliott

Anthony Albano Memorial Most 
Valuable Player Award - Male - Jashua 
DeLacruz 

Anthony Albano Memorial Most Valu-
able Player Award - Female - Jennifer 
Delgado Rosario
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By John Lynds

Nine years ago Princi-
pal Jordan Weymer took 
over the reins as princi-
pal of the Donald McKay 
K-8 School and turned the 
once failing Boston Public 
School into one of the top 
schools in the city. 

When Weymer arrived 
at the McKay in 2013 the 
school was in the bottom 
six percent of schools in 
the state. 

In two short years under 
Weymer’s leadership he 
and his staff were able to 
change the school’s cul-
ture of learning, its cur-
riculum, and its profile in 
the neighborhood through 
innovative teaching and 
community collaboration. 

Two years after he ar-
rived, Weymer’s focus on 
collaboration both inside 
and outside the school’s 
walls helped the McKay 
emerge in the top tier in 
the state’s accountabili-
ty system, surpassing the 
district average in literacy 
and math MCAS scores. 

The school became 
known in the BPS com-
munity as one that was 
focused on empowering 
teachers and students and 
creating a safe and wel-
coming environment for 
its students and families.

“At the heart of all this 
work is a strategy and 
“whole student, whole 
teacher” focus that other 
schools can learn from,” 
said Weymer in 2019. 
“We have built a commu-
nity where teachers are 
treated and trusted as the 
experts they are. They are 
true decision-makers who 
feel a collective responsi-
bility to meet the needs of 
all students and their fam-
ilies, who in turn feel em-
powered to have a voice in 
their own education. The 
core of our improvement 
has been a collaborative 
professional culture led 
by teachers where learn-
ing, experimentation and 
reflection are encouraged. 
This way forward could 
be the way forward for the 

nation.”
Weymer and his staff’s 

work culminated in 2018 
with the McKay being 
awarded the prestigious 
EdVestors Thomas W. 
Payzant School on the 
Move Prize. 

The moment was histor-
ic as no Eastie school had 
ever won the School on 
the Move prive through-
out its history. 

“You don’t do this work 
for the awards, you do it 
to make a difference but 
this award just confirms 
the great work the teach-
ers and kids are doing at 
our school,” said Wey-
mer after his school won 
the prize. “We call it our 
‘choice and voice’ cul-
ture, where we encourage 
schoolwide engagement 
among students, teachers 
and families to determine 
the best path forward in 
our individual classrooms. 
Our school is a reflection 
of our community, in pop-
ulation and approach. We 
remain committed to not 
only improving grades and 
outcomes for all students, 
but also to the social and 
emotional needs of our 
families and EL students 
by maintaining a safe and 
welcoming school com-
munity for all.”

With a majority of the 
McKay’s student popula-
tion Latino, 60 percent of 
whom are EL students and 
more than 50 percent of 
its students are econom-
ically disadvantaged–the 
McKay refers to their EL 
students as “Emerging Bi-
linguals” – emphasizing 
that their first language 
is an asset rather than a 
roadblock. The McKay’s 
student population is 89 
percent Latino, 60 percent 
of whom are EL students 
and more than 50 percent 
of its students are eco-
nomically disadvantaged. 
Weymer said this has cre-
ated an empowering and 
inclusive atmosphere for 
all students. 

“Congratulations to 
Principal Jordan Wey-

mer on his nine years of 
outstanding leadership 
and service to the Donald 
McKay School,” said Rep. 
Adrian Madaro. “His love 
and passion for uplifting 
our students, families and 
educators is evident in all 
he does. I wish him the 
best in his future endeav-
ors.”

However, seven years 
into his tenure as principal 
of the McKay the COVID 
pandemic hit. Weymer 
searched for ways to keep 
students and families en-
gaged and his efforts soon 
made headlines. 

Since Boston Pub-
lic Schools closed in 
mid-March due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic the 
Donald Mckay School’s 
Principal Jordan Weymer 
has been keeping his stu-
dents engaged in a very 
unique way. 

While everyone was 
in isolation and learning 
remotely, Weymer began 
going live on his Facebook 
page, dressing up as char-
acters from his students’ 
favorite books and hosting 
a virtual ‘storytime’. 

Week after week Wey-
mer could be found online 
dressed like Mr. Falker, 
the title character from 
“Thank You, Mr. Falker” 
by Patricia Polacco or 

in purple garb as he read 
“Harold and the Purple 
Crayon” by Crockett John-
son, in an elephant hat for 
“I Will Take a Nap”, or pa-
per scales for  “The Rain-
bow Fish”, or a bear mask 
for “Corduroy”. He would 
also have a little help from 
his son, Eli, while holding 
an umbrella and reading 
“Cloudy With A Chance 
Of Meatballs”.

“Mr. Weymer is an 
amazing leader,” said Kel-
ly Carlson. “His story time 
and costumes to match 
were such a nice way to 
start the day at the begin-
ning of remote learning. 
The kids were lucky to 
have such a caring prin-
cipal. We wish him all the 
luck in his new position.”

While Jonquille Am-
broise added, “Thank 
you for all that you’ve 
done Mr. Weymer. You 
are so appreciated beyond 
words.”

Mary Denehy Sheran 
said while losing Weymer 

is a huge blow to Eastie it 
will be a huge benefit for 
the next school he serves. 

“Best of luck Mr. Wey-
mer, any school that gets 
you is so lucky,” said Sher-
an. “The Donald McKay 

hit the jackpot with you at 
its helm. Best part is my 
daughter Kaylene bene-
fited from your awesome 
leadership. Best of wishes. 
So many of us will miss 
you.”
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, JUNE 23RD, 2022 THROUGH WEDNESDAY JUNE 29TH, 2022

Carando Prosciutto .......................................$9.99/lb
Freirich Corned Beef ......................................$9.99/lb
Russer Virginia Baked Ham ..........................$6.99/lb
Hans Kissle Red Bliss Potato Salad ........... $3.99/lb 
Natural Casing Franks ...................................$6.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, June 24th through Sunday June 26th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes ........... $1.69/lb
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples ................... $2.99
Creamy Smooth Avocados ............................ 2/$3.00
California Fresh Cauliflower ............................... $2.99
Fresh & Sweet Plump Blueberries ................ 2/$5.00

Bakery

BAKERY

Brioche Hamburger Buns  4Pk ....................2/$7.00

DELI

Great Lakes American Cheese ..................$4.99/lb
Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast ...................$5.99/lb

PRODUCE

Fresh Iceberg Lettuce .................................. $1.69/lb
Green Giant Baby Carrots ......................... 2/$3.00
Fresh Butter & Sugar Sweet Corn .............7/$3.99

MEAT

Boneless Country Pork Ribs .......................$1.99/lb
Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 26-30 ct .........$9.99/lb

GROCERY

Hood Ice Cream ............................................. 2/$5.00
Tropicana Orange Juice 52 oz. ...................2/$7.00

5" Red Velvet Cake ...............................................$6.99 
Cinnamon Craver Buns ........................................ $5.99 
Oven Delights Apple or Cream Cheese Danish ... 2/$4.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops ...............$2.29/lb
Bone-In Chicken Thighs ................................. $1.79/lb
Center Cut Steaks ....................................... $4.99/lb

Oscar Meyer Bacon  16 oz ............................... $6.99
Al Fresco All Natural Fully Cooked 
Chicken Sausages ................................................. $4.99

Family Pack SpecialsBest Yet Marshmallows ............................10/$10.00
Sweet Baby Ray's Barbecue Sauce ..............2/$3.00
Kens Salad Dressing  16 oz ........................... 2/$5.00
B&M Baked Beans  16 oz ............................... 4/$3.00
Cheez-Its Crackers ..........................................2/$6.00
Duncan Hines Cake Mix (ex Signature Varieties) 2/$3.00
Vlasic Pickles .................................................... 2/$5.00
Duncan Hines Frosting ....................................2/$4.00
Duncan Hines Brownie Mix ..............................2/$3.00
Kellogg's Apple Jacks Cereal ..........................2/$6.00
Cool Whip  8 oz..................................................2/$3.00
Sara Lee Pound Cake .............................................$3.99 
Daisy Sour Cream  16 oz ................................2/$4.00
Philadelphia Cream Cheese Brick Pack Only .... 2/$5.00
Eggo Waffles  29.6 oz ..........................................$4.99

CCaannttoonn  EEaatteerryy

339 Meridian St.   East Boston
WWW.CANTONEATERYONLINE.COM

Call to order:617-569-3400
MON: 2PM - 3AM                TUE: CLOSED
WED-THU 2PM - 3AM       FRI-SUN: 12PM - 3AM  

PARTY CATERING AVAILABLE

ALL DAY 
DELIVERY
East Boston, Chelsea, 
Revere, Everett

-CHINESE CUISINE-

Delivery 
starts 
at $3

After nearly a decade, McKay Principal Jordan Weymer bids farewell to Eastie 

Rep. Adrian Madaro pres-
ents McKay Principal Jordan 
Weymer with a certificate of 
appreciation for all his work 
over the years. 

McKay Principal Jordan Weymer is leaving his post after nearly a decade. Weymer with BPS 
District Superintendent Tommy Welch and Rep. Adrian Madaro. 

Suffolk County Sher-
iff Steve Tompkins  an-
nounced the support from 
some of Massachusetts 
‘ biggest labor unions in 
his campaign for reelec-
tion. Tompkins has gar-
nered widespread support 
for his work around addic-
tion recovery and reentry 
services, and his role as a 
leader in the community.

“The Greater Boston 
Labor Council is proud to 
endorse Steve Tompkins 
for re-election as Suffolk 
County Sheriff. Steve has 
been a champion for union 
rights and Suffolk County 
is stronger because of his 
leadership on recovery 
and mental health ser-
vices, civic engagement 
and community-centered 
public safety. On behalf 
of 100,000 greater Bos-
ton union members and 
their families, labor stands 
with Steve.” Said Darlene 
Lombos, Executive Secre-
tary-Treasurer, GBLC

Over the course of his 
nine-plus years in the of-
fice, Sheriff Tompkins 
has brought passion and 
a commitment to support-
ing the rights of all work-
ers. He has stood shoul-

der-to-shoulder with the 
men and women who do 
this difficult, often thank-
less work of corrections 
in the fight for pay parity 
and equity in benefits for 
doing the same work as 
their state counterparts. 

“I’m so grateful for the 
labor unions who have en-
dorsed me in my re-elec-
tion. Organized labor is 
the backbone of society, 
playing a critical role in 
establishing fair wages, 
safe worksites & equi-
table workplaces. I look 
forward to our continued 
work together for a more 
vibrant, inclusive soci-
ety.” Said Sheriff Tomp-
kins

Other endorsements are 
listed:

Greater Boston Labor 
Council 

Boston Building Trades
North Atlantic States 

Regional Council of Car-
penters

National Association of 
Government Employees 
(NAGE)

Laborers Local 22
Laborers Local 223
Laborers Local 151
Ironworkers Local 7
Teamsters Local 25

Tompkins endorsed 
by major labor unions



Page 10	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, June 22, 2022

going to walk across this 
stage today and receive 
your diplomas!

I think it is true to say 
that in life, we all have 
certain expectations – of 
ourselves, family, friends, 
and events. I’m sure you 
all had expectations of a 
different high school ex-
perience; unfortunately, 
the last two years have 
been unpredictable, un-
certain, and sometimes…
scary.

We are all afraid at 
times, and we all fail at 
times.  That is precisely 
why we need to face our 
fears, always expect the 

best from ourselves, and 
shield ourselves from 
negativity and self doubt. 
Don’t listen to the naysay-
ers; listen to the voice that 
pushed you to get up ev-
ery day, finish your work, 
study for tests, and pass 
your classes. That voice 
will lead you to greatness. 

The Chicago Tribune 
reported that President 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
address was the worst 
speech ever given, and it 
turned out to be one of the 
most memorable and ad-
mired in the history of our 
country. 

Thomas Edison failed 

100 times before he in-
vented the light bulb. 

I am sure that I may 
have even failed a test or 
two in my day, but I still 
managed to fulfill my life-
time goal of becoming 
Headmaster of East Bos-
ton High School.

If you set your goals, 
work hard, follow your 
convictions, and forge 
your own path with a pos-
itive outlook, success will 
follow.

I know…because as 
East Boston High gradu-
ates, I have the highest ex-
pectations for all of you…

I expect you to become 

caring, conscientious, and 
hard-working adults.

I expect you to have 
successful careers.

I expect you to become 
good parents who will 
teach your children the 
value of an education.

I expect you to leave 
the sadness of COVID be-
hind.

I expect you to take 
this diploma as your first 
step toward changing the 
world for the better.

Because today is 
YOUR day.  Drink in 
this moment, look at your 
friends and feel unified for 
one final time.  

Lastly, I want you to 
never forget that East Bos-
ton High School…will 
forever be your home. 

A home to  students 
from  all cultures, races, 
ethnicities, religious back-
grounds, gender identities, 
and sexual orientations.  

A home to any who 
have fallen along the way 
and need some words 
of encouragement to get 
back on track.

A home to those willing 
to come back and share 
their  amazing life experi-
ences with the next gener-
ation of students.

A home to ALL  who 

wear the blue and gold.
And today, as you 

join  me and thousands 
of distinguished  former 
students as alumni of this 
great institution, as part 
of  this wonderful extend-
ed family, it is my sincere 
hope that when asked, 
“Where did you graduate 
from high school?” you 
are as proud as I am,  to 
say, “I graduated from 
East Boston High.” 

Congratulations to the 
Class of 2022 and may 
God Bless You!

Brangiforte //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

By John Lynds

The Piers Park Phase III 
project being spearheaded 
by the Trustees of Res-
ervations (The Trustees) 
officially received $2M in 
cash from the federal gov-
ernment. 

At a ceremony last 
Thursday at the current 
Piers Park, U.S. Senator 
Elizabeth Warren and U.S. 
Senator Edward J. Mar-
key joined U.S. Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley 
to celebrate the $2M ear-
mark for the East Boston 
waterfront park project. 
The money was secured in 
the US Senate and House 
through the Congressional 
Directed Spending (CDS) 
federal funding bill that 
was recently signed by 
President Joe Biden. 

“I’m proud to work 
with my colleagues to 
bring tens of millions to 
Massachusetts to grow 
community-based proj-
ects that serve our fami-
lies, businesses, and cit-
ies and towns every day,” 
said U.S. Senator Markey. 
“Bringing a world-class, 
climate resilient park to 
the environmental justice 
community of East Bos-
ton will strengthen our re-
siliency and our economy, 
while ensuring that locals 
can access public green 
space.”

After several commu-
nity workshops and infor-
mation gathered through 
an online survey, the 
Trustees and Michael Van 
Valkenburgh Associates, 
Inc., released the newest 
design of Piers Park III at 

a Community Design Re-
view meeting last month. 

These new design el-
ements gathered through 
public feedback courte-
sy of Eastie residents in-
cludes less open water in 
favor of larger and more 
accessible  landscapes. 

The new design main-
tains unique and excep-
tional public access to the 
water with an additional 
access point to the uplands 
area of the park while pre-
serving the site’s maritime 
history. 

The new design also 
adds more areas for habi-
tats and robust ecological 
zones within the park such 
as a tidal pool and salt 
marsh. 

“After several decades 
and billions of dollars, 
Boston Harbor has been 
transformed from one 
of the dirtiest harbors in 
the country to one of the 
cleanest. And while there 
is still work to be done, the 
harbor is now a safe and 
beautiful destination for 
everyone in the common-
wealth. But let’s be clear: 
accessing the harbor is 
still challenging for many 
of Boston’s residents,” 
said U.S. Senator Warren. 
“That’s particularly true 
for the people who live 
right here in this East Bos-
ton community. For far 
too long, Eastie has shoul-
dered a disproportionate 
share of pollution and the 
impact of climate change. 
This park is an important 
step toward righting this 
wrong.”

Congresswoman Press-
ley added, “These federal 

resources will help initi-
ate, strengthen, and ex-
pand community-based 
projects that serve our 
families and communities 
every day. This world-
class waterfront park, de-
signed in close partnership 
with the environmental 
justice community of East 
Boston—will provide a 
resilient outdoor green 
space for all to enjoy. 
I’m proud to have helped 
deliver these resources 
and look forward to see-
ing these critical projects 
move forward.”

Three years ago, the 
Trustees of Reservations 
submitted the only bid 
to Massport’s call for a 
private/public partner to 
come forward and help 
fund the design and con-
struction of Piers Park 
Phase III. 

The dilapidated pier 
is adjacent to Massport’s 
award winning Piers Park 
and the future Piers Park 
Phase II project.

The Trustees of Reser-
vations operate 120 miles 
of protected coastline, 
which includes over 60 
miles of trails, and a bunch 
of beaches and all sorts of 
other natural habitats in 
the state. 

Massport has been 
working with the com-
munity and other stake-
holders over the last two 
to three years to build out 
Piers Park Phase II. It was 
around this time the Trust-
ees of Reservations started 
having conversations with 
Massport about their wa-
terfront initiative. 

Since being designat-

ed, the Trustees Boston 
Waterfront Initiative team 
has increased community 
outreach and engagement 
to gather feedback on the 
Piers Park III design and 
future programming op-
portunities in the park.

“We are grateful to 
Senator Warren, Senator 
Markey, and Congress-
woman Pressley for their 
leadership in advocating 
for these funds, which 
bring us closer to creating 
an iconic public space on 
Boston’s Harbor,” said 
Trustees President and 
CEO John Judge. “Pro-
tecting outdoor spaces for 
everyone is at the heart of 
our mission—and the rea-
son behind our founding 
in Boston 130 years ago. 
Free and open to the pub-
lic, Piers Park III will be 
a welcoming and resilient 
space, for generations to 
come.”

The $2M will contrib-
ute to the construction of 

the park – an estimated 
$35 to $40M project that 
is being funded large-
ly  through philanthropic 
contributions The Trustees 
is raising from a mix of 
private individuals, foun-
dations and  corporations. 
To date, $28.5M has been 
committed to build Piers 
Park III. 

Throughout the com-
munity process Eastie res-
idents indicated a desire 
for better integration with 
neighboring Phases I and 
II of Piers Park. 

Altogether, Piers Park 
Phases I, II, and III will 
provide 14.5 acres of pub-
lic open space – a land-
scape more than twice the 
size of Christopher Co-
lumbus Park in Boston’s 
North End. 

“The updated design for 
Piers Park III features open 
green lawns with stunning 
views of the Boston sky-
line, a kayak launch, tid-
al pools, and marine and 

upland habitats,” noted 
Nick Black, Managing 
Director for The Trustees 
Boston Waterfront Initia-
tive. “This park will offer 
unique and exceptional 
public access to the wa-
ter, something frequently 
requested during public 
outreach. We are grateful 
to Senators Warren and 
Markey and Congress-
woman Pressley for this 
significant funding, and 
look forward to bringing 
a world-class, equitable 
space to the people of East 
Boston and beyond.”

Senators may request 
CDS funding for projects 
in their state each fiscal 
year, and a small number 
of proposals are  awarded. 
In requesting the funds for 
Piers Park III, Senators 
Warren and Markey noted 
the future park’s strategic 
design  to buffer East Bos-
ton from flooding events 
and urban heat island ef-
fects.

Piers Park Phase III project receives $2M in federal funding 

U.S. Senator Edward J. Markey joins U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren and Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley, as well as Mayor Michelle Wu, along with Eastie’s state, local and federal 
elected officials to celebrate the $2 million federal earmark for the East Boston waterfront 
park project. 

By John Lynds

Last week Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay awarded 
$27,000 to several East 
Boston organizations to 
fund free beach events as 
part of Save the Harbor’s 
Better Beaches program. 
This year’s Eastie grant 
recipients include Trian-
gle, Inc, The Harborkeep-
ers, East Boston YMCA, 
NOAH, Piers Park Sail-
ing Center, and the Bos-
ton Circus Guild. Each 
organization will run free 
family friendly communi-
ty events at Constitution 
Beach. 

“The metropolitan 
beaches are extraordinary 
assets that belong to all 
the people of our region,” 
said Executive Director 
of Save the Harbor/Save 
the Bay Chris Mancini. 
“We’re proud to fund free 
community events led by 
organizations that cele-
brate and represent our 
communities’ cultural and 
racial diversity, and what 
we have in common: we 
love our beaches.”

However, Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay switched 
things up a bit during this 

year’s Better Beaches 
Grant cycle. At the rec-
ommendation of the Met-
ropolitan Beaches Com-
mission (MBC), the three 
largest grants were given 
to organizations that pro-
mote racial justice, access 
for people with disabilities 
and language accessibili-
ty. This recommendation 
percolated up from the 
over 250 residents that 
attended three MBC hear-
ings this past year. 

In Eastie, Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay awarded 
$7,500 each to the Veroni-
ca Robles Cultural Center 
(VRCC) and Triangle, Inc. 

VRCC will host “Va-
mos a la Playa”, a series of 
activities to foster an ap-
preciation for Latin Amer-
ican cultures on Constitu-
tion Beach. 

Triangle, Inc. will 
use the money to bring 
Beach:Ability back to 
Constitution Beach. 
Beach:Ability is a day of 
beach activities with sand 
and floating wheelchairs 
available. 

Save the Harbor/Save 
the Bay also used $7,500 
to fund free mobility mats 
and beach wheelchairs to 

ensure the beach is acces-
sible for everyone.

“Our beaches are most 
active when Save the Har-
bor and their partners are 
hosting free family-friend-
ly and fun activities on 
them,” said Metropolitan 
Beaches Commission Co-
Chair Rep. Adrian Mada-
ro. “They are especially 
important to my constit-
uents in East Boston and 
all those people who rely 
on these spectacular urban 
natural resources for rec-
reation.”

Funds to support the 
program came from the 
Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation 
(DCR), the Baker/Polito 
Administration, and the 
annual Harpoon Sham-
rock Splash, which was 
held on March 6 at Con-
stitution Beach for the first 
time. 

“DCR is proud of our 
Better Beaches Program 
Partnership with Save the 
Harbor/Save the Bay,” 
said Acting DCR Com-
missioner Stephanie Coo-
per. “We are all looking 
forward to another great 
season of free events 
and programs on DCR’s 

beaches from Nahant to 
Nantasket,”

The calendar of events 
scheduled for Constitution 
Beach so far is as follows: 

July 15, Safety Around 
Water Celebration

July 16, Harbor Healing
July 17, Boating Safety 

& Kayaks
July 20, Maritime Fes-

tival
July 30, Beach:Ability
July 31, The Master 

Fete Experience
Aug. 6, Dancing with 

Aashka
Aug. 12, Maritime Fes-

tival
To learn more about 

Save the Harbor/Save the 
Bay and the great work 

they do to restore, protect 
and share Boston Harbor, 
the waterfront, islands, 
and the region’s public 
beaches with all Bosto-
nians and the region’s res-
idents, visit their website 
at www.savetheharbor.org 
and follow @savethehar-
bor on social media.

Eastie organizations receive Save the Harbor/Save the Bay Better Beaches grants

From left to right: Frank Corso and Mary Corso from HarborKeepers, Daniel Moreno from 
Piers Park Sailing Center, Melissa Strout, Coleman Nee and Drew Warren from Triangle, 
Inc, Veronica Robles from the Veronica Robles Cultural Center, Bridgette Ridlon and Joe 
Gaeta from East Boston and Charlestown YMCA, Chris Mancini from Save the Harbor/Save 
the Bay, Latifa Ziyad, and Phil Giffee from NOAH.
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ABDALLA NAMED 
TO DEAN’S LIST

South Dakota State an-
nounces Amel Abdalla 
of East Boston has been 
named to the dean’s list 
for the spring 2022 semes-
ter.

Abdalla is a student in 
SDSU’s College of Natu-
ral Sciences.

Congratulations on 
earning this academic 
achievement, Amel.

About South Dakota 
State University

Founded in 1881, South 
Dakota State University 
is the state’s Morrill Act 
land-grant institution as 
well as its largest, most 
comprehensive school of 
higher education. SDSU 
confers degrees from 
seven different colleges 
representing more than 
200 majors, minors and 
specializations. The insti-
tution also offers 37 mas-
ter’s degree programs, 15 
Ph.D. and two profession-
al programs.

The work of the univer-
sity is carried out on a res-
idential campus in Brook-
ings, at sites in Sioux Falls, 
Pierre and Rapid City, and 
through Extension offices 
and Agricultural Experi-
ment Station research sites 
across the state. SDSU’s 
research expenditures for 
the 2019 fiscal year were 
more than $65 million.

CURRY COLLEGE 
SPRING 2022 
DEAN’S LIST

 Curry College congrat-
ulates of who was named 
to the Spring 2022 Dean’s 
List including Kayla El-
liott of East Boston.

Curry College, found-
ed in Boston in 1879, is 
a private, co-educational, 
liberal arts-based institu-
tion located on 131 acres 
in Milton, Massachusetts. 
The College extends its 
educational programs to 
a continuing education 
branch campus in Plym-
outh. The College offers 
22 undergraduate majors 
in specialized and liber-
al arts programs, as well 
as graduate degrees in 
accounting, business, ed-
ucation, criminal justice, 
and nursing to a combined 
enrollment of nearly 2,500 
students. The student body 
consists of 1,700 tradition-
al students and nearly 800 
continuing education and 
graduate students. The 
College offers a wide array 
of co-curricular activities 
ranging from 16 NCAA 
Division III athletic teams 
to an outstanding theatre 
and fine arts program.

ZUNIGA GRADUATES 
FROM COLLEGE OF 
THE HOLY CROSS

 Naomy Zuniga, of East 

Boston received a bach-
elor of arts degree from 
College of the Holy Cross.

Zuniga is among 755 
graduating seniors Holy 
Cross celebrated at its 
176th Commencement 
held in person on Friday, 
May 27 at the DCU Center 
in Worcester. Acclaimed 
writer and infectious dis-
ease physician Abraham 
Verghese delivered this 
year’s address to the Class 
of 2022 and received an 
honorary degree.

Vincent D. Rougeau, 
president of the College, 
presided over the cele-
bratory event, bestowing 
the honorary degrees and 
greeting each graduate 
as they crossed the stage. 
This marks Rougeau’s 
first commencement exer-
cises since being installed 
as Holy Cross’ 33rd presi-
dent - the first lay and first 
Black president to lead the 
179-year-old institution - 
back in October 2021.

In his remarks, Dr. Ver-
ghese, the best-selling au-
thor of “Cutting for Stone” 
and the Linda R. Meier 
and Joan F. Lane Pro-
vostial Professor and Vice 
Chair for the Theory and 
Practice of Medicine at 
Stanford University, asked 
graduates to consider how 
they will define success in 
their personal stories after 
graduation.

“My advice to you 
would be: don’t set the 
bar too high,” Verghese 
told the graduates. “Don’t 
live your life waiting for 
the one magical moment 
when you achieve this or 
that, or have this much in 
the bank, or particular let-
ters behind your name You 
and I know too many peo-
ple, often successful, fa-
mous, accomplished peo-
ple, whose success was 
not enough to keep them 
joyful. I would urge you to 
define success for yourself 
simply such that on a daily 
basis you can feel joy.”

In addition to Verghese, 
Holy Cross also award-
ed an honorary degree to 
Rev. Philip L. Boroughs, 
S.J., the 32nd president of 
Holy Cross, a role he held 
from 2012-2021.

EAST BOSTON’S 
NAOMY ZUNIGA 
NAMED TO SPRING 
2022 DEAN’S LIST

Naomy Zuniga of East 
Boston was named to the 
College of the Holy Cross 
Spring 2022 Dean’s List.

A member of the Class 
of 2022, Zuniga was 
among more than 1,457 
students named to the 
Dean’s List for outstand-
ing academic achievement 
during the spring semester 
of the 2021-22 academic 
year.

To qualify, students 

must pass four or more let-
ter-graded courses with no 
failing grades during the 
semester and earn a GPA 
of 3.5 or higher.

The College of the 
Holy Cross, in Worces-
ter, Mass., is among the 
nation’s leading liberal 
arts institutions. A highly 
selective, four-year, ex-
clusively undergraduate 
college of 3,100 students, 
Holy Cross is renowned 
for offering a rigorous, 
personalized education in 
the Jesuit, Catholic tradi-
tion. Since its founding 
in 1843, Holy Cross has 
made a positive impact 
in society by graduating 
students who distinguish 
themselves as thoughtful 
leaders in business, pro-
fessional and civic life.

JOHNSON  
HONORED DURING 
SCHOOL OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 
AWARDS

Caitlin Johnson from 
East Boston was enrolled 
in CC316, Nonprofit 
Fundraising Campaigns, 
and was honored with the 
Civic and Community En-
gagement award during 
the School of Communi-
cation Student Awards at 
Emerson College.

They occurred this 
spring and celebrated the 
close of an extraordinary 
academic year, as well 
as recognizing student 
achievements within the 
School of Communica-
tion.

Caitlin Johnson is ma-
joring in Theatre Educa-
tion and is a member of 
the Class of 2022.

About SOC: Commu-
nication has been at the 
heart of Emerson’s mis-
sion since its founding 
in 1880 as a school of 
oratory. Across four de-
partments, the School of 
Communication offers un-
dergraduate and graduate 
degrees, the wisdom and 
experience of our faculty, 
the success of our alum-
ni, and the opportunity 
for future Emersonians 
to learn, grow, and suc-
ceed. Communication is 
at the core of modern life, 
and the College’s inno-
vative programs prepare 
students to be leaders in 
areas such as public rela-
tions, marketing, advertis-
ing, journalism, political 
communication, sports 
communication, commu-
nication disorders, man-
agement in the creative 
industries, and digital me-
dia.

About Emerson College
Based in Boston, Mas-

sachusetts, opposite the 
historic Boston Common 
and in the heart of the 
city’s Theatre District, 
Emerson College educates 

individuals who will solve 
problems and change the 
world through engaged 
leadership in communica-
tion and the arts, a mission 
informed by liberal learn-
ing. The College has 3,780 
undergraduates and 670 
graduate students from 
across the United States 
and 50 countries. Sup-
ported by state-of-the-art 
facilities and a renowned 
faculty, students partici-
pate in more than 90 stu-
dent organizations and 
performance groups. For 
more information, visit 
emerson.edu.

SHERAN COMPLETES 
HONORS PROGRAM 
AT LASELL 
UNIVERSITY

Kaylene Sheran, a re-
cent Lasell University 
graduate from East Bos-
ton, completed a Capstone 
research component proj-
ect as part of their work 
in the University’s presti-
gious Honors Program.

The Lasell University 
Honors program requires 
students to self-design and 
complete four research 
component projects over 
the course of their studies. 
The components are a way 
for students to pursue their 
passions through creative, 
individualized, custom 
investigation of topics of 
interest.

The Honors Program 
itself offers an intensive 
setting through which 
students focus on collab-
oration, interdisciplinary 
thinking, intellectual in-
quiry, and appreciation for 
the power of ideas.

LASELL UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT NAMED 
TO SPRING 2022 
DEAN’S LIST

Kaylene Sheran of East 
Boston was named to the 
Lasell Dean’s List in rec-
ognition of their spring 
2022 academic perfor-
mance:

To be named to the 
Dean’s List, Lasell stu-
dents must complete at 
least 12 credits as a full-
time student and achieve 
a semester GPA of 3.5 or 
higher.

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY 
ANNOUNCES 
SPRING MASTER’S 
AND DOCTORAL 
GRADUATES

Olivia Rich of East Bos-
ton graduated with a Edu-
cational Specialist degree 
with a major(s) in School 
Psychology from Lehigh 
University in Spring 2022.

Rich was among the 
more than 1,500 students 
who received undergrad-
uate, master’s, and doc-
toral degrees during com-

mencement exercises in 
May 2022.

For more than 150 
years, Lehigh University 
(lehigh.edu) has combined 
outstanding academic and 
learning opportunities 
with leadership in foster-
ing innovative research. 
The institution is among 
the nation’s most selec-
tive, highly ranked private 
research universities. Le-
high’s five colleges - Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, 
College of Business, Col-
lege of Education, Col-
lege of Health, and the 
P.C. Rossin College of 
Engineering and Applied 
Science - provides oppor-
tunities to 7,000+ students 
to discover and grow in 
an academically rigorous 
environment along with a 
supportive, engaged cam-
pus community.

LOCAL STUDENT 
NAMED TO    
DEAN’S LIST

More than 2,000 un-
dergraduate students at 
Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity were named to the 
Dean’s List for the Spring 
2022 semester. Students 
who make the Dean’s List 
have achieved a grade 
point average between 
3.5-3.99 for the semester. 
This semster’s honored 
students included:

William Marchi, a Rec-
reation and Sport Man-
agement major of East 
Boston.

Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity is a dynamic, pub-
lic comprehensive liberal 
arts institution located in 
Conway, located just min-
utes from the resort area of 
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

CCU offers baccalau-
reate degrees in 95 major 
fields of study. Among the 
University’s graduate-lev-
el programs are 27 mas-
ter’s degrees, two educa-
tional specialist degrees, 
and the doctorates in ed-
ucation and in marine sci-
ence: coastal and marine 
systems science. CCU 
boasts a growing array of 
internship, research and 
international opportunities 
for students, as well as nu-
merous online programs 
through Coastal Online.

More than 10,400 stu-
dents from across the 
country and around the 
world interact with a 
world-class faculty, and 
enjoy a nationally compet-
itive NCAA I athletic pro-
gram, an inspiring cultural 
calendar, and a tradition 
of community interaction 
that is fueled by more than 
180 student clubs and or-
ganization

LOCAL STUDENT 
NAMED TO    
DEAN’S LIST

The Spring 2022 Dean’s 

List Stonehill College has 
been announced.  The fol-
lowing local student was  
named:

Anamarie DePaulo of 
East Boston

To qualify for the 
Dean’s List, students must 
have a semester grade 
point average of 3.50 
or better and must have 
completed successfully 
all courses for which they 
were registered.

Stonehill College, a 
Catholic institution of 
higher learning, was 
founded by the Congrega-
tion of Holy Cross in 1948. 
Located on the beautiful 
384-acre campus and for-
mer estate of Frederick 
Lothrop Ames in North 
Easton, Massachusetts, it 
is a community of schol-
arship and faith, anchored 
by a belief in the inherent 
dignity of each person.

LOCAL STUDENT 
GRADUATES CCU

Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity recognized more 
than 1,200 students during 
its spring commencement 
ceremonies, held May 
6-7, 2022 including Mar-
tin Taylor, a Management 
major of East Boston.

A Universitywide cer-
emony recognizing all 
graduates was held on 
Saturday, May 7, at 9 a.m. 
in Brooks Stadium and 
featured a keynote ad-
dress by Vanessa Wyche, a 
Conway, S.C., native and 
director of NASA’s John-
son Space Center. Each of 
CCU’s academic colleges 
held individual ceremo-
nies during the weekend, 
where graduates’ names 
were called and they had 
the opportunity to walk 
across the stage and re-
ceive their diploma cov-
ers.

LOCAL STUDENT 
NAMED TO    
DEAN’S LIST 

Dean College is pleased 
to announce that Patrick 
Aiken Jr of East Boston 
has earned a place on the 
Dean’s List for the Spring 
2022 semester. Students 
named to the Dean’s List 
have demonstrated a seri-
ous commitment to their 
studies while at Dean Col-
lege.

Founded in 1865, Dean 
College is a private, resi-
dential college located in 
Franklin Massachusetts, 
45 minutes from Boston, 
Massachusetts, and Prov-
idence, Rhode Island. 
Dean College offers bac-
calaureate degrees, asso-
ciate degree programs, as 
well as a robust schedule 
of part-time continuing 
and professional educa-
tion credit and certificate 
programs throughout the 
calendar year.

LOCAL STUDENT EARNS ACADEMIC HONORS

have made to get you here. 
We rarely achieve success 
alone.

Second, never stop 
learning! Whether you’re 
off to college, starting 
your first full-time job, or 
any other adventure, you 
should never stop learn-
ing. Find a book, join an 
organization, or fight for a 
cause that you’re passion-
ate about. Volunteer on the 
next Madaro campaign! 
We’d love to have you. 
Learning doesn’t always 
happen in the classroom – 
in fact, I’d argue that some 
of the most important 
lessons you’ll ever learn 
happen outside of them 
(sorry, teachers!). What-
ever piques your interest, 
pursue it. Commit to it. 
Learning is how we grow. 
It’s a process that contin-
ues for our entire lives, 

and will lead you to places 
you never imagined.

And lastly, give back. 
We need to ensure that 
future generations of stu-
dents benefit from the 
same opportunities that 
you have. You all now 
have the opportunity to 
be ambassadors for East 
Boston High School and 
our broader East Boston 
community. Eastie High 
is blessed to have many 
former students who work 
here and in our communi-
ty. While that’s amazing, 
you don’t have to work 
here to give back. There 
are many, many ways, 
from coaching, to mento-
ring, to volunteer oppor-
tunities at local nonprofits 
that will allow you to raise 
up the next generation of 
students and continue East 
Boston High School’s in-

credible legacy of Class, 
Pride, and Tradition. Giv-
ing back - to your high 
school and to your com-
munity - will not only 
enhance the lives of those 
around you, but it will 
bring you a deep sense of 
fulfillment as well.

I want to thank Princi-
pal Phil Brangiforte for 
this honor to address you 
today. If you didn’t like 
my speech, you know who 
to blame! I also want to 
recognize my colleagues 
in office, Senator Edwards 
and Councilor Coletta, as 
well as School Committee 
Member Michael O’Neil 
and District 1 School Su-
perintendent, and a fellow 
Eastie resident, Tommy 
Welch, for being here with 
us today.

And I want to thank all 
of the teachers, adminis-

trators, guidance counsel-
ors, coaches, custodians, 
lunch staff, and all who 
work at the school and 
have helped you reach this 
day. This is a celebration 
for all of you. I’m sure 
each and every student 
here has a teacher or a 
staff member who made 
your high school experi-
ence special; who men-
tored you and gave you 
the resources you needed 
to walk across this stage. 
Let’s give them a round of 
applause!

Lastly, I want to give 
a shout out to all the par-
ents, family, friends, and 
loved ones in the audi-
ence. Learning doesn’t 
stop at the classroom door. 
I know you all were essen-
tial in providing the Class 
of 2022 the support they 
needed to make it through 

high school, especially 
when school buildings 
were closed and they took 
classes from home. Every 
high school graduation is 
not only a celebration of 
the achievements of in-
dividual students, but the 
success of a whole com-
munity. Let’s give it up for 
that community now!

Let me leave you with 
this: there’s a lot of work 
to do in this country and 
this world. Whether it’s 
gun reform, mental health 
issues, environmental jus-
tice, reproductive free-
dom, disability rights or 
immigrants’ rights, racial 
or LGBTQ equality, or 
any other cause you be-
lieve in - we need you. We 
need you to rise up, speak 
out, and be the generation 
to make change. In ways 
big and small, I know you 

will bring us forward and 
make a difference. Lean 
on everything you’ve 
learned and experienced 
in high school. As Nelson 
Mandela once said, “Edu-
cation is the most power-
ful weapon we can use to 
change the world.”

Today marks the end of 
the latest chapter of your 
life, and the beginning of 
the next. Let your experi-
ences here be the founda-
tion on which you start to 
build your future, what-
ever it be. Be proud, give 
back, and always keep 
learning.

I hope that wasn’t too 
long. Who said that politi-
cians can’t keep promises?

Thank you, congrats 
again, and Go Jets!!

Madaro //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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Summer Stars Camp for the Performing Arts announces its 2022 season dates 
Summer Stars Camp 

for the Performing Arts, 
the unique nine-day, no- 
cost residential summer 
camp for middle and high-
school-aged kids from un-
der-resourced communi-
ties who have a passion for 
the performing arts, will 
take place August 7-15, 
2022, on the Northfield 
Mount Hermon campus in 
idyllic Gill, MA. Applica-
tions are now available at 
Summerstars.org/cometo-
camp.

“Our mission is to help 
kids discover themselves 
and their potential through 
the arts” says Donna Mi-
lani Luther, Founding and 
Executive Director of the 
not-for-profit camp. “The 
kids that come to our 
camp don’t have a lot of 
opportunities. Most come 
from places that have cut 
arts programs and have 

never been out of the 
city. By meeting other 
kids with the same inter-
ests and by working with 
a caring staff that holds 
them to the highest stan-
dards, the kids learn that 
through risk taking and 
artistic commitment, they 
develop essential charac-
ter and life skills: confi-
dence, creativity, problem 
solving, leadership, and 
team building. They take 
these standards, this work 
ethic, and a renewed sense 
of self-worth into all fac-
ets of their lives.”

Summer Stars offers 
small group programs in 
acting, blues performance, 
dance, musical theater/
choral singing, set design, 
juggling, drumming, and 
much more. Professional 
singers, dancers, actors 
and other performers take 
students’ natural enthusi-

asm and passion for per-
formance to the next level. 
A high-caliber multi-disci-
plinary end-of week show 
featuring all campers pro-
vides an exciting culmina-
tion to the Summer Stars 
experience.

Since its founding 22 
years ago, almost 3,000 
aspiring artists have come 
to Summer Stars, and 
nearly 30% of every group 
returns for another year. 
Michael Gerald-John first 
came to Summer Stars as a 
young camper and is now 
the first alumnae member 
of the Board of Trustees, 
Dorm Manager, and Mas-
ter Teacher in the Leader-
ship Program. He knows 
first-hand the significance 
of the Summer Stars expe-
rience.

“When our campers 
and our returning campers 
come here, they are look-

ing for something,” he 
said. “They’re looking for 
some sort of message, or 
some sort of skill that they 
can take for themselves 
and apply it in their daily 
lives when they go back 
out into the world. Wheth-
er it’s going to school, 
playing sports or play-
ing a musical instrument. 
They’re looking to use 
that message they learned 
at camp in their lives so 
that they can be a better 
person moving forward.

“Even now, when I 
come to camp, I know that 
I only have nine days to 
step outside of myself and 
learn as much as possible. 
When I look at the staff 
members that I work with, 
I’m reminded it’s a skill 
set I can take home.”

The ideal camper is a 
student who shows great 
interest and potential in 

the performing arts but, 
who may not have the op-
portunities to fully explore 
and develop their talent 
due to financial need or 
lack of community re-
sources. There is no au-
dition, and experience in 
the performing arts is not 
required.

Luther explains “We 
like to choose kids who 
are really passionate about 
the arts, so to apply we 
ask them to write applica-
tion essays, and we solicit 
recommendations from 
teachers and others in 
their community who can 
stand up and say ‘This is a 
kid who wants to learn.’”

Camp is free to all 
campers. The Summer 
Stars Foundation is a 501-
c3 and fully funded by do-
nations. Camp is offered 
at no charge to campers, 
and transportation is pro-

vided from the Boston and 
New York metro areas and 
select other locations (in-
cluding some local mili-
tary bases).

Summer Stars dead-
line for applications for 
this year’s camp has been 
extended to July 1, 2022. 
Educators and Youth Pro-
gram Leaders who know 
of promising candidates 
who would benefit from 
this unique experience are 
encouraged to visit the 
website and application 
materials (www.summer-
stars.org/come-to-camp) 
and recommend to their 
students that they apply.

For more information, 
visit www.summerstars.
org

Follow us on social! 
www.Facebook .com/
CampSummerStars

The State Treasurer’s 
Office of Economic Em-
powerment (OEE) has 
received Jane Doe Inc.’s 
2022 Justice in Action 
Award. Each year, Jane 
Doe Inc. (JDI) awards 
people and organizations 
in Massachusetts working 
to prevent and end sexu-
al and domestic violence. 
OEE was joined by U.S. 
Attorney Rachael Rollins 
who was also awarded 
the 2022 Justice in Action 
Award for her steadfast 
commitment to building 
safer and healthier com-
munities. The Office of 
Economic Empowerment 
has partnered with JDI 

since 2019 to develop 
necessary training and re-
sources to support domes-
tic and sexual violence 
survivors and increase 
awareness around finan-
cial abuse.

This partnership has 
engaged employees at 
Citizens, M&T Bank 
(formerly People’s Unit-
ed Bank), and the Massa-
chusetts State Treasurer’s 
office. During workshops 
and mentorship training, 
participants are given in-
formation on identifying 
customers who may be 
experiencing some form 
of financial abuse. Experts 
from JDI then provide re-

sources and actions that 
workers can use to pro-
vide appropriate and quick 
support to customers.

“Through our partner-
ship with Jane Doe, we 
have been able to support 
and empower victims of 
domestic and sexual vi-
olence with financial re-
sources and education,” 
said State Treasurer Deb-
orah Goldberg. “We are 
honored to receive this 
recognition and are com-
mitted to continuing this 
important program that 
contributes to healing and 
independence for survi-
vors.”

Pictured Left to Right: Maria Harris, Spring Into Action Co-Chair and Chief Human Resourc-
es Officer at Rockland Trust; US Attorney Massachusetts Rachael Rollins; Alayna Van Tassel, 
Deputy Treasurer and Executive Director, Office of Economic Empowerment/MA Treasur-
er’s Office; Denella Clark, Spring Into Action Co-Chair and Philanthropist and Author; Deb-
ra Robbin, Executive Director, Jane Doe Inc.; Deb Collins-Gousby, JDI Board President and 
COO of Brookview House

Office of Economic Empowerment receives Jane Doe Inc.’s 2022 Justice in Action Award

“Over the last few 
weeks, Massachusetts has 
seen several water-related 
tragedies and individuals 
running into trouble in the 
water.

“As the summer nears, 
the physicians of the 
Massachusetts Medical 
Society (MMS) strong-
ly advise everyone to use 
caution and vigilance 
to avoid danger in and 
around the water. Many 
public and private settings 
in which swimming and 
other in-water activities 
occur have reported life-
guard positions are under-
staffed.

“Regardless of one’s 
proficiency as a swimmer 
or whether the lake, pool, 
or beach has a lifeguard 
on duty, adults should 
never swim alone and, 
importantly, never leave 
a child unsupervised in 
or around water. When 
watching children in the 
water, those supervising 
must dedicate 100 percent 
of their attention to keep-
ing their eyes on those 
who are in or close to the 
water.

“Drownings can occur 
in just a matter of seconds.  
Victims often struggle si-
lently and may not yell, 

scream, flail or otherwise 
physically signal that they 
are in distress.

“Supervisors should 
never leave the area, nor 
should they become dis-
tracted by things like 
phones or books.   Do not 
consume alcohol or drugs 
when swimming or when 
responsible for watching 
others in or around wa-
ter.   When boating, all 
participants should wear 
US Coast Guard-approved 
life jackets.

“If you own a pool or 
are visiting a pool, please 
make sure that all local 
safety requirements are 

being met, including and 
especially measures de-
signed to ensure that chil-
dren cannot gain access to 
an unsupervised pool.

“We strongly recom-
mend that parents and 
guardians look into swim-
ming lessons for children 
through the Massachu-
setts Department of Con-
servation and Recreation 
(DCR), the YMCA or 
other local programs.  Ad-
ditionally, please consider 
taking a course in CPR or 
renewing your CPR certi-
fication.

“We wish you a safe 
and happy summer.”

Medical society urges water safety and training for swimmers

GOVE STREET 
CITIZENS 
ASSOCIATION 
MEETING AGENDA

Gove Street Citizens 
Association meeting is on 
June 27, at 6:30 p.m.

Register for Zoom 
for this meeting: https://
govestreet.org/2022/june-
2022-meeting/

All speakers will be 
available to answer ques-
tions from the community.

Announcements (5 min)
East Boston Communi-

ty Soup Kitchen Fundrais-
er - Sep. 16, 2022

Call for members to join 
GSCA board

Community updates (25 
min)

Councilor Julia Mejia 
(Tentative)

BPD update from Sgt. 
Cintolo

East Boston liaison - 
Nathalia Benitez

Sumner Tunnel closure 
updates and collecting 
community feedback

Natasha Perez on EBN-
HC/Davis project

Projects (15 min)
VOTE: 99A Cottage St 

- Roof deck rebuild
Our meetings take place 

on the fourth Monday of 
each month at 6:30p. All 
meetings are currently be-
ing held on Zoom.
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Chap-
ter of Mothers Out Front 
will host a free educational 
opera for children on Sun-
day, June 26 at the Bremen 
Street Park Amphitheater 
at 5 pm. 

Local classical singer 
and coordinator of Moth-
ers Out Front East Bos-
ton, Sonja Tengblad, said 
the 40 minute opera, “Mr. 
Twister and the Tale of 
Tornado Alley’’, was writ-
ten by Boston composer 
Marc Hoffeditz and won 
the 2019 Kansas prize for 
children’s operas. 

The performance, ex-
plained Tengblad, incor-
porates STEM curriculum 
(Science Technology En-
gineering and Math) as it 
follows Bobby, a kid who 
wants to be a meteorolo-
gist like his grandpa. The 

opera also features two 
other comical characters, 
North Wind and South 
Wind, who will teach the 
audience how tornadoes 
happen through interac-
tive play.

Mothers Out Front, a 
group of local mothers 
fighting for environmental 
justice in the neighbor-
hood, was recently award-
ed a $10,000 Opportunity 
Grant by the City of Bos-
ton to provide the perfor-
mance to Eastie children. 
Tengblad said the perfor-
mance will be a partner-
ship between Mothers Out 
Front and the Brookline 
Puppet Theater.

“I’m really interested in 
art that can have a direct 
impact,” said Tengblad. 
“Through the air quality 
campaign our Mothers 
Out Front team is running, 
I saw the impact COVID 

had on my neighbors. I am 
really excited to be award-
ed this Opportunity Grant 
to provide my community 
with a fun, enjoyable event 
that will also tie in climate 
action and environmental 
justice.”

Tengblad said Mothers 
Out Front East Boston has 
invited the City of Bos-
ton’s Community Choice 
Energy (CCE) director 
Theresa Teixeida to the 
event to offer residents 
a way to act on climate 
change by signing up for 
100% renewable home en-
ergy. Tengblad said Teix-
eida will also be on hand 
to clear up misinformation 
from competitive suppli-
ers who are targeting res-
idents. 

“I’ve been targeted 
multiple times by these 
suppliers and have been 
confused myself” she said. 

“I’m excited to clear this 
up once and for all for East 
Boston residents, and offer 
them a cheaper, cleaner 
energy option.”

Anyone who registers 
for CCE will enter a raffle 
for a free Austin Air HEPA 
purifier, provided by 
Mothers Out Front. People 
are encouraged to bring a 
copy of their Eversource 
bill to the event. 

Tengblad said in the 
event of rain the perfor-
mance will be moved to 
the Veronica Robles Cul-
tural Center inside the old 
Meridian Street Library. 

“Families are encour-
aged to bring a picnic, and 
extra snacks, drinks and 
prizes will be available on 
site and Spanish interpre-
tation will be offered,” she 
said. 

Mothers Out Front East Boston to 
host an opera for children on June 26

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news releases, 
business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our 

offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  

We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos 

to deb@reverejournal.com
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SALESIAN BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 13TH ANNUAL SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER
Last Thursday the Sale-

sian Boys & Girls Club 
hosted its 13th Annual 
Summer Camp Scholar-
ship Fundraiser. 

Money raised at the 
event through a live auc-
tion, donations and raf-
fles will directly support 
the Club’s Summer Camp 
Scholarship fund. 

“Our Summer Day 
Camp has been a fami-
ly tradition for over 60 
years,” said Triant. “We 
provide  over 200 in-
ner-city kids ages 6 to 14 
with a great summer ex-
perience. Campers partic-
ipate in weekly field trips 
and a variety of activities 
and programs inside and  

Dave Modica and Carla 
Santarpio.

Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director Mike Triant 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro presented Camila Espinal with the 
Youth of the Year award. 

Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director Mike Triant 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro honored Nicole McCormack as 
this year’s Don Bosco Award recipient. 

Steve Haley and Jim Kearney. Sal LaMattina and Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive 
Director Mike Triant. 

Happy Valley’s Gilly Mota (left) and his team at last week’s 
fundraiser. 

Rep. Adrian Madaro and Carlo Basile during the live auc-
tion. 

The team from Century 21 Mario Real Estate included Joe 
Mario, Nolan Redler, Tom Mario and Ed Deveau. 

City Councilors Ruthzee Louijeune and Gabriela Coletta 
with Larry Keegan. 

Felicia Puopolo and former Revere City Councilor Tony 
Zambuto. 

Melissa Triant and Nicolina Leone. Carlo Basile and Fran Riley. 

The team from HYM during last week’s event. 

This year’s Don Bosco Award recipient Nicole McCormack with her family. 

outside the Club and at our 
neighboring field. We be-
lieve that no youth should  
be denied because of fi-
nancial reasons.”
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LOVE WHERE
 YOU LIVE.

BLOCK8.LIVE

By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

See SUFFOLK Page 8

See HARBOR Page 2

See SUMMER Page 2

See YMCA Page 6

Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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Recently, a resident of 
a senior housing apart-
ment building was having 
a health emergency. And 
when such emergencies 
happen, the primary infor-
mation first responders ask 
for are medications and 
the individual’s medical 
history. However, in this 
case, it got complicated 

when the prescription bot-
tles were in Chinese and 
the resident did not speak 
English. The spouse was 
understandably stressed 
trying to communicate 
information to the emer-
gency team. The Mystic 
Valley Elder Services Res-
ident Service Coordinator 
who works at the apart-

ment complex immediate-
ly went to the refrigerator 
and was thrilled to find 
both of the tenants’ File 
of Life folders, each with 
their own Chinese charac-
ter on it. Through visual 
signals, the spouse was 
able to indicate which one 
belonged to her husband 
in distress. The town’s 
Fire Lieutenant stated, 
“These are lifesavers!”

The File of Life is a 
red, magnetic packet that 
contains important medi-
cal information about the 
individual as well as list 
contact information for 
their doctor, family mem-
bers, insurance informa-
tion and any other special 
circumstances that rescue 
personnel should know. It 
is designed to help the lo-
cal fire department, para-
medics, and emergency 
rooms obtain the neces-
sary medical history and 
emergency contact infor-
mation in an emergency. It 
is kept in plain sight, usu-
ally on a refrigerator.

It should include:
• Existing conditions or 

chronic illnesses

• Current medications 
(including over-the-count-
er medications taken reg-
ularly) with dosages and 
schedules

• Allergies to any medi-
cations and food sensitiv-
ities

• Regular healthcare 
providers (names and 
phone numbers), includ-
ing the primary care phy-
sician and any specialists, 
along with the specific 
conditions each specialist 
is addressing

• Special dietary con-
siderations, such as low 
sodium, gluten-free, ko-
sher, vegetarian

• Communication is-
sues, such as confusion, 
speech or hearing impair-
ments, language prefer-
ences

• Emergency contact in-
formation for trusted fam-
ily members or friends

To attain a File of Life 
folder, visit or call your 
local Fire Department or 
call Mystic Valley Elder 
Services at 781-324-7705 
or email info@mves.org 
to have one mailed to you.

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES
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CEMETERY LETTERS | GRAVE STONES
MONUMENT CLEANING

Salvatore “Sam” Zappulla
Devoted husband, father and grandfather

Salvatore “Sam” Zap-
pulla of Winthrop, former-
ly of East Boston, passed 
away surrounded by his 
loving family on Tuesday, 
June 14 at 90 years of age. 

Sam was a 
devoted hus-
band, father, 
and grandfa-
ther. He in-
stilled in his 

children and grandchil-
dren that it was all about 
“FAMILY” and he rou-
tinely reminded them. 

Sam was a US Army 
Veteran during the Kore-
an Conflict and was hon-
orably discharged. He 
worked as a machinist 
and later as a production 
control manager for over 
40 years. He was an avid 
baseball and basketball 
player in his younger days 
and remained a big fan of 
the Boston Red Sox  and 
Boston Celtics. 

The loving husband for 
64 years to Mary (Lazza-
ro) and the beloved son 
of the late Vincenzo and 
Rose (DiPerri), he was the 
devoted father of Vincent 
and his fiancé,  Leanne 
and Dana and her hus-
band, Steve; cherished 
“PAPA”  of Nicole, Tay-
lor, Tyler and Alexandra; 

dear brother of Sebastian 
“Benny.”  Sam was a de-
voted husband, father, and 
grandfather.

Family and friends 
will honor Sam’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, East 
Boston, today, June 22 at 
8:30 a.m. before leaving 
in procession to  St. John 
the Evangelist Church, 
Winthrop Street, Win-
throp for a 10 a.m. Mass 
of Christian Burial fol-
lowed by Entombment 
at Woodlawn Cemetery 
Mausoleum, Everett.  In 
lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made 
to the Disabled American 
Veterans, VA registration 
Office, Room 1575B, JFK 
Federal Building, Govern-
ment Center, Boston, MA 
02203.

Ann Marie Giuliotti, 
who spent a career dedi-
cated to medical care but 
never wavered from her 
primary focus: the uncon-
ditional love of her family, 
died June 16, 2022, after a 
brief illness. She was 80.

Ann, the youngest of 
five children of Adolph 
and Mary (Kane) Giuliot-
ti, was born and raised in 
East Boston before mov-
ing to Winthrop in 1995 
and then to Revere in 
2020. She was the loving 
sister of Joe Giuliotti, hus-
band of Anne (Nee) Gi-
uliotti, of Revere, Mass; 
and the predeceased Mary 
Giuliotti, Dan Giuliotti 
and Andy Giuliotti. She 
was the devoted aunt of 
Teri (Giuliotti) Stockton, 
wife of Ron Stockton, 
of Winthrop, Mass.; Ed 
Giuliotti of Nashville, 
Tenn.; Sharon (Giuliot-
ti) Bartley, wife of Rich 
Bartley, of Danbury, 
Conn.; Tom Giuliotti of 
Maynard, Mass.; J.P. Gi-
uliotti, husband of Jade 
Lin, of Winthrop, Mass.; 
John Giuliotti, husband 
of Ginny (Sullivan) Gi-
uliotti, of Reading, Mass., 
and the predeceased Dan 
Giuliotti of East Boston, 
Mass. Ann also leaves 
four grandnephews: Ryan 
Bartley of St. Petersburg, 
Fla.; and Jack Giuliotti, 
Charlie Giuliotti and Sam 

Giuliotti, all of Reading, 
Mass; and two grandniec-
es: Tori Bartley of Boston, 
Mass; and Holly Giuliotti 
of Maynard, Mass. 

Family and friends will 
honor Ann’s life at Rug-
giero Family Memorial 
Home, 971 Saratoga St., 
East Boston, on Sunday, 
June 26. Visiting hours 
are between 1 - 3 pm. Im-
mediately followed by a 
eulogy and prayer service 
to celebrate her life from 
3 - 3:30 pm. 

Burial will be Monday, 
June 27, at Holy Cross 
Cemetery in Malden, 
Mass.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made on-
line to the Animal Res-
cue League of Boston, at 
arlboston.org/donate, or 
checks can be mailed to 
Animal Rescue League of 
Boston, c/o Development 
10 Anna’s Place, Dedham, 
Mass. 02026.

Ann Marie Giuliotti
Retired Nurse Practioner dedicated to 

medical care and 
unconditional love of family

Glen “Sully” Sullivan
Local 22 Union Laborer

Glen “Sully” Sullivan 
services followed by inter-
ment were held on Friday, 
June 17 in the Vertuccio & 
Smith, Home for Funerals, 
773 Broadway, Revere for 
Glen M. “Sully” Sullivan 
who died on Saturday, 
June 11	at the Massachu-
setts General Hospital af-
ter a brief battle with pan-
creatic cancer. He was 62 
years old.

Glen was a lifelong East 
Boston resident and was 
educated in Boston Public 

Schools. He was the son 
of the late Louis J. Sulli-
van and Rita A. (Mazza-
rella) Sullivan.

Most of his working ca-
reer was spent as a Union 
Laborer, Local #22 in 
Boston.

He was the cherished 
brother of Coleen A. Pino 
of Revere, formerly of 
East Boston and her late 
husband, Martin “Marty” 
Pino and the late Audrey 
M. Fisher and her surviv-
ing husband, Robert L. 
Fisher of Winthrop and the 
late Kevin P. Sullivan and 
Barry L. Sullivan; loving 
uncle of Anthony Pino and 
his wife, Lauren of Man-
chester, New Hampshire, 

Martin Pino and his wife, 
Molly of Revere, Robert 
L. Fisher and Zachary S. 
Fisher, both of Winthrop 
and granduncle of Lai-
la Rose, Dominic, Mag-
gie Jo, Millie, Marty and 
Max. He is also lovingly 
survived by many cousins 
and friends. 

Remembrances may be 
made to the Salesian Boys 
& Girls Club, 150 By-
ron St., East Boston, MA 
02128.

To send online condo-
lences, please visit www.
vertuccioandsmith.com.	

Funeral Arrangements 
entrusted to the care and 
direction of the Vertuccio 
& Smith, Home for Funer-
als.

Alice Penta
Of Winthrop, formerly of Revere

Alice (McInnis) Penta 
of Winthrop, formerly of 
Revere, passed away on 
June 15.

The devoted mother 
of the late Sandra (Pen-
ta) Stasio, Judith (Pen-
ta) Forte and William 
Penta, she was the dear 
sister of the late Lauret-
ta Velardo and cherished 
grandmother of Vanessa, 
Joseph, Sabrina Forte, 
Christina Penta, William 
Penta, Joseph Stasio and 
Tanya Stasio and the late 
Anthony Forte. She is also 
survived by her loving 
great-grandchildren, niec-
es and nephews. 

Family and friends 
will honor Alice’s life by 
gathering for a memorial 
service at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 

971 Saratoga Street, East 
Boston, on Friday, June 24 
from 5 to 7 p.m. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial dona-
tions in Alice’s name can 
be made to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, 
262 Danny Thomas Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105. To 
leave an online condo-
lence,  visit  www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Dominic J. Pittella of 
East Boston, passed away 
peacefully on June 13. 

The loving son of the 
late Joseph and Mary 
Ann (Clerico) Pittella, he 
was the dear brother of 
Armando Pittella and his 
wife, Frances of Peabody, 
Carmen Pittella of East 
Boston and the late Cath-
erine Apalinao, Nancy 
Deeb and Annette Pittel-
la.  He is also survived by 
many loving nieces and 
nephews.

Family and friends will 
honor Dominic’s life by 
gathering for a Memorial 

Mass at The Most Holy 
Redeemer Parish, East 
Boston, on Thursday, June 
23 at 11 a.m. To leave an 
online condolence, vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

Dominic Pittella
Of East Boston

File of Life document considered a lifesaver for older adults
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VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

LEGAL NOTICES

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

PLASTERING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

ROOFING 

MUSIC LESSONS

LANDSCAPING

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

1 col. x  
2 inches

1 col. x  
2 inches

1 col. x  
2 inches

Advertise for 3 months 
for only:

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASECALL 781-485-0588 OR 
EMAIL DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

Please recycle this 
newspaper

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

S O N N Y ’ S 
IMMEDIATE 

ROOFING
Residential & Commercial
• All type Roofing & Repairs

• Licensed & Insured
• Snow & Ice Removal

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

Instruments offered:
Voice, Violin, Viola, Cello, Contrabass, Drums, Flute, 

Clarinet, Saxophones, Piano, Choral Music, OBoe, Bassoon,
Classical Guitar & more!

857-544-6514

Children’s Music Academy
Bring Music 

to Life

Call or visit us Online 
for more info!

701 Broadway, Everett
childrenmusicacademy.com

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

For Advertising Rates, Call  617-884-2416

HELP WANTEDAPARTMENT FOR RENT

WORK & GET PAID 
SAME DAY!
TEMP SKILLED, 
UNSKILLED AND CON-
STRUCTION JOBS w/ 
Trades Labor Corp.
154 Meridian Street #2, 
East Boston MA 02128
617-981-1877 BOS-
TON@TRADESLABOR.
COM
APPLY TODAY!

Winthrop, Bellevue ave, 
2nd floor, 3 bedroom, 
1 bath, No pets, Off st 
parking
$1875 month + security 

+ all utilities 
Avilb July 1st
Send apps via email to 
1776btown@gmail.com 
or call 781-426-5459.

BOAT FOR SALE   
14’ Dura Nautic  
aluminum boat with 
15 horse mercury 
outboard with less 
than 100 hours use, 
runs like new.   Trailer 

6 years old and life 
preservers included. 
No leaks, paint is 
chipped on inside. 
Asking $3700 contact 
reggiedufour@
comcast.net

FOR SALE

United States Attorney 
Rachael S. Rollins for the 
District of Massachusetts 
has been selected to serve 
as Vice-Chair of the Civ-
il Rights Subcommittee 
for the Attorney Gener-
al’s Advisory Committee 
(AGAC). 

“I am honored to have 
been asked to serve as 
Vice-Chair of the Civil 
Rights Subcommittee. It 

is my sincere hope that 
we seize this moment in 
history to facilitate mean-
ingful dialogue and action 
to combat the uptick in 
hate-based violence. Civil 
rights are at the forefront 
of so many of the issues 
dividing our nation to-
day. Under the leadership 
of U.S. Attorney Brown, 
we will provide guidance 
to the Department of Jus-

tice. Our goal is to fulfill 
the promise of equality for 
everyone,” said U.S. At-
torney Rollins.

United States Attorney 
Nick Brown for the West-
ern District of Washington 
has been selected to serve 
as Chair the Civil Rights 
Subcommittee. The Sub-
committee will play an 
important role in advising 
the AGAC on civil rights 

matters of importance to 
the Department of Justice 
and United States Attor-
ney’s Offices across the 
country.

“I am gratified that my 
colleagues and Attorney 
General Garland select-
ed me for this important 
role,” said U.S. Attorney 
Brown. “The Department 
of Justice came into being 
to protect civil rights, and 

I look forward to helping 
shape our focus. There are 
a number of important is-
sues for the Department to 
address,including the rise 
in hate crimes, ensuring 
voting rights, and devel-
oping strategies to ensure 
accountability and trust 
between law enforcement 
officers and the communi-
ties they serve.”

The Attorney Gener-

al’s Advisory Committee 
was established nearly 
50 years ago by Attorney 
General Elliott Richard-
son. The Committee’s 
purpose is to give United 
States Attorneys a voice 
in Department policies 
and to advise the Attor-
ney General of the United 
States.

Rollins selected as vice-chair of national advisory subcommittee on civil rights

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU21P1732EA
Estate of:
Robert Brinson
Date of Death:
05/01/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Carole Bouzy of 
Hyde Park, MA request-
ing that the court enter 
a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests 

that: Carole Bouzy 
of Hyde Park, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve With 
Corporate Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE	
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
07/28/2022.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 

may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: June 16, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

6/22/22
EB

Full Time Deli 
Help Wanted

Must be over 18
Must be flexible

 with hours
Days-Night & 

Weekends

Full Time Meat 
Cutter Wanted

Must have  
experience

Weekends a must

Please call 
617-846-6880 
and ask for 

Marc or Chris

-------------------------
DEADLINES: For 
classified line 
ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 
4 p.m. Call 781-
485-0588
------------------------------
SELLING YOUR 
AUTO? Call for our 
4 week special! 
Call 781-485-0588 
or fax the ad to 
781-485-1403
 ------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR 
Great Results? 
Call our classified 
department. Call 
781-485-0588 
or fax the ad to 
781-485-1403

SEND US 
YOUR NEWS
The Times encour-
ages residents to 

submit engagement, 
wedding and birth 
announcements, 

news releases, busi-
ness and education 
briefs, sports stories 

and photos for 
publication. Items 

should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Revere, 

MA 02151. 
 We also encourage 
readers to e-mail 
news releases and 

photos to 
deb@reverejournal.

com
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For 
Advertising 
Rates, Call 

617-884-2416

MALDEN

GAMING DISTRICT

MALDEN

GAMING DISTRICT

MaldenGamingDistrict.com

BODA BORG BOSTON

PROJECT: PUTT!

MIXER E-SPORTS

N.E. COMICS
63 Exchange St

157 Pleasant St

77 Exchange St

76 Exchange St

95 Pleasant St

96 Pleasant St

61 Exchange St

90 Pleasant St
STATION KTV

BIAO GE POOL HALL

THE IMMERSIVE

SPICY WORLD GAMING BAR

195 Exchange St
ROCK SPOT CLIMBING

DINE PLAY

 617.482.4787         rstprioritycu.com 

1.00 

Sizzling Summer Special 
%*APY 

Your Community Credit Union—local banking you can trust!  

100 Swi  Street, East Boston · 25 Dorchester Avenue, Boston 

Share Cer cate 
18 Month Term 

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rate effec�ve as of June 15, 2022 for new money only. Rates are 
subject to change without no�ce.  Minimum deposit to open Share Cer�cate and earn adver�sed 
APY is $1000.  Penalty for early withdrawal will apply and may reduce earnings. Must have or open a 
Share Account with FPCU and maintain a minimum balance of $5.00.  

Follow or like us on Facebook & Instagram  @FirstPrioityCU 

Photos & Story by Marianne Salza

Thirty two countries 
were celebrated during 
the Patrick J. Kenne-
dy Elementary School’s 
Cultural Night on June 
14. Families prepared a 
smorgasbord of foods 
that represented their 
heritage while teachers 
served. Students, like 
Salma Abouzid, sixth 
grade -- who wore a red, 
white, and green outfit 
that her grandmother had 
surprised her with from 
Morocco -- dressed in 
traditional clothing from 
their native countries. 

“Everything is color-
ful and bright,” described 
Salma, a 12-years-old, 
who looked forward to 
eating a cupcake. “It was 
a process getting dressed 
with my mom; but the 
result is pretty and fab-
ulous. My dad was im-
pressed. I look like a 
queen. My confidence 
went above 100.”

PATRICK J. KENNEDY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’S CULTURAL NIGHT

Jermain Melara and Axel 
Sandoval, of El Salvador.

Lauryn, Lev, Joe, and Lucy Carr, representing the State of 
Arkansas.

The Ajtun and Gonzalez Families, of El Salvador and Mexico

Franklyn Garcia, second 
grade.

William, sixth grade, eating pizza, and Kari, third grade, 
eating a cupcake.

Nataly and Sofia Lemus, 
representing El Salvador.

Beda, second grade, and 
Salma Abouzid, 6th grade, 
representing Morocco.

Kenia Martinez, Gloria Martinez, Raineblo Martinez Ardoz, 
Emily Dias, and Rosa Martinez, of Honduras and El Salva-
dor.

Teacher, Alanna Melendez Seiferth, serving food.

Third grade students and teachers.

The Elabbassi Family, representing Morocco/

The Hernandez, Campos, and Lopez Nolasco Families.
The Aguilar and Mendoza Families.

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE 

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

Owned & Operated 
by the DiGregorio 
family for 
4 generations

Ready for 
SUMMER ROAD TRIPS?

Call to schedule service
781-284-4675

 AC RECHARGE
 TIRE ALIGNMENT

 BRAKES
 OIL CHANGE

— INSPECTION SERVICE STATION —
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8AM TO 5PM

PRE-TR IP  CHECKL IST
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