
By John Lynds

Last week Rep. Adrian 
Madaro testified before the 
Joint Committee on Tele-
communications, Utilities 
and Energy in support of 
his new bill, H.3336 An 
Act Relative to Energy Fa-
cilities Siting Reform. 

Madaro’s legislation 
aims to address environ-
mental justice, climate, and 
public health by reforming 
the Energy Facilities Siting 
Board (EFSB) and provide 
greater protections for en-
vironmental justice com-
munities through a more 
robust public process.

The EFSB has been un-
der fire for voting in favor 
of Eversource’s plans to 
put an electric substation in 
East Eagle Square in East 
Boston despite widespread 
community support. 

The Conservation Law 
Foundation recently filed 
an appeal in court of the 
state’s decision to grant 
Eversource a license to 
build the substation, argu-
ing the community process 
was woefully inadequate. 

“I am grateful for you 
giving me the opportunity 
to testify on an important 
issue impacting my con-
stituents, and many others 
in the Commonwealth,” 
said Madaro. “I was moti-
vated to file this legislation 
after seeing the process 
unfold firsthand in my 
own district of East Bos-
ton. Several years back, a 
new high-voltage electrical 
substation was proposed 
for a plot of land sited 
on the banks of the Chel-
sea Creek in East Boston. 
From the beginning, resi-
dents felt there were seri-

ous issues with this plan. 
Located immediately next 
to a highly frequented pub-
lic park, and adjacent to 
the largely working-class, 
immigrant community of 
Eagle Hill, the site of the 
proposed substation is in 
a flood plain with a record 
of flooding from the creek 
during storm surges. In 
light of these issues, op-
position to the substation 
from the community was 
both immediate and near 
universal. Led by com-
munity organizers and 
grassroots organizations, 
residents fought the sub-
station through every step 
of the process. Ultimately, 
like all energy projects, 
the  process reached the 
Energy Facilities and Sit-
ing Board, an organization 
little-known or understood 
by average residents.”

Madaro said it was clear 
that the process was not 
designed with the commu-
nity in mind.

“We faced numerous 
hurdles with the EFSB 
concerning notification 
and outreach to the neigh-
borhood, lack of language 
accessibility, and inac-
cessible meetings,” said 
Madaro. “The process our 
neighborhood experienced 
was one designed to meet 
minimum thresholds, to 
tick off boxes, and not to 
truly engage the commu-
nity and listen to its voice. 
Whether through obscure 
notification, lack of trans-
lation services, or meetings 
that were hard to attend, 
there were many pitfalls 
that limited accessibility to 
residents, and may have led 
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By John Lynds

Last week Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu announced she 
has appointed East Bos-
ton’s Nathalia Benitez to 
serve as Eastie’s Mayoral 
Liaison in the Office of 
Neighborhood Services 
(ONS). 

Benitez replaces Lina 
Tramelli who served as 
the neighborhood’s liaison 
since 2019 but left a few 
months ago for another 
position in City Hall.

Benitez was born in Co-
lombia, migrated to Spain 
at the age of four, and then 
moved to the U.S. when 
she was 12. She went on 
to graduate from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts 
Boston with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Political Science 
with distinction.

Benitez will work to 
encourage, facilitate and 
maximize citizen input 
and participation through 
service requests, neigh-
borhood meetings, mail-
ings, and emergency re-
sponses. 

“I have always enjoyed 
being a resident of the 
vibrant East Boston com-
munity and am honored 
to now serve the neigh-
borhood as the East Bos-
ton liaison,” said Nathalia 
Benitez. “I look forward 
to working alongside the 
people of my communi-
ty to ensure that Eastie 
remains an inclusive and 
beneficial place for every-
one.”

Benitez said she enjoys 
indulging in the growing 

By John Lynds

The Conservation Law 
Foundation (CLF) an-
nounced last week it has 
filed an appeal on behalf 
of more than ten residents 
of East Boston to stop 
construction of the highly 
controversial Eversource 
substation in East Eagle 
Square.  The state’s De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) re-
cently granted a license to 
the substation. 

In its appeal CLF ar-
gues state officials shut 
the community out of the 
planning process for the 
project, wrongfully char-
acterized the substation 
as a water-dependent use, 
and failed to consider the 
negative impact on envi-
ronmental justice popula-
tions.

“Allowing this substa-
tion to be built ignores 
community voices and 
established law in Mas-
sachusetts,” said Vice 
President of Environmen-
tal Justice at CLF Staci 
Rubin,. “If the loud com-
munity opposition wasn’t 

enough to sink this project, 
the proposed site should 
be reserved for uses that 
must be on the water, not 
energy infrastructure that 
can be located elsewhere. 
It’s time for state officials 
to evaluate this project on 
its merits instead of rubber 
stamping Eversource’s re-
quests.”

CLF’s appeal challeng-
es the site’s Chapter 91 
state waterfront license. 
Massachusetts’ Chapter 
91 regulations require 
waterfront projects to pro-
vide certain community 
benefits that are greater 
than project detriments. 
CLF argues by mischar-
acterizing this project as 
a water-dependent use, 
Eversource and state offi-
cials are effectively side-
stepping more rigorous 
review and public benefit 
requirements that should 
be required for this site.

Eastie residents were 
promised an athletic field 
and natural flood protec-
tion buffer on the Condor 
Street property, which was 

CFL files appeal 
after Eversource 
substation approval

Nathalia Benitez announced 
as new Neighborhood Liaison

East Boston’s Nathalia Benitez announced as new Mayoral 
Liaison.

Madaro looks to reform state’s Energy Facilities 
Siting Board after Eastie substation debacle
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Sage Holt, Aage Rosenquist and Raoul Rosenquist enjoy the storm in a 
front yard in Jeffries Point. 

Residents on Thurston Street awoke to the reality of having to shovel out 
their buried cars. See Page 4 for more photos.

Eastie resident Christian Kelley was 
offering his snow shoveling skills 
and helping residents shovel out on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

ALWAYS A TIME TO RELAX, EVEN DURING A SNOW STORM

Staff Report

The Revere Board 
of Health held its regu-
lar monthly meeting last 
Thursday, January 27, in 
the City Council Cham-
bers.

In attendance at the 
meeting were the board’s 
new chairperson, Dr. 
Drew Bunker, and fellow 
members Dr. Craig Cos-
tanza and Nezha Louaddi.

The principal action 
taken by the Board was 
the approval of an adviso-
ry recommendation urging 
businesses to implement 
a mask requirement for 
customers and employees 
in all indoor settings in 
the city. The advisory also 
urges all citizens to wear 
N-95 or KN-95 masks.

Revere presently has a 
mask requirement for mu-
nicipal and school build-
ings and either a vaccine 
or testing requirement for 
city and school employ-
ees.

Michael Wells, the city’s 
Health Agent/Director of 
Inspectional Services, pre-
sented the proposed advi-
sory recommendation to 
the board members.

Lauren Buck, the city’s 
Director of Public Health, 
informed the board mem-
bers of the masking and 
vaccine requirements 
for nearby communities. 
Boston for example, has 
a mask requirement and 
a vaccination requirement 
for indoor spaces. Other 
communities have mask-
ing requirements only for 
public indoor spaces.

However, said Buck, 
“This order is only an ad-
visory recommendation, 
not a mandate.” Buck 
pointed out that mask-
ing is the best means for 
preventing the spread of 
COVID-19 in a business 
setting, but emphasized, 
“We have to start living 
with this and normalizing 
it a little bit more. A mask 
mandate does not seem 
like the right move for Re-
vere businesses today.”

“We don’t have the re-
sources to enforce a mask 
mandate,” added Wells. 
“A mask mandate would 
put businesses in a bind 
with regard to uncoopera-
tive customers. A mandate 
really is not enforceable. 
We can’t be out there in 
the role of the mask po-
lice.”

Wells noted howev-
er, that any business on 
its own may require that 
masks be worn by its em-
ployees and patrons.

“This is a good measure 
and other communities 
have mask mandates. We 
wear them in our clinical 
setting,” said Bunker, who 
is a doctor with a local 
practice. “The data and 
evidence prove that masks 
prevent the spread of the 
disease in enclosed set-
tings.”

The board members 
then unanimously ap-
proved the advisory rec-
ommendation. 

Earlier in the meet-
ing, Buck presented the 
monthly report from the 
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Revere recovers 
well after first major 
snowstorm of 2022
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CHA WINS 
MHQP PATIENT 
EXPERIENCE 
AWARDS

Cambridge Health Alli-
ance (CHA), a communi-
ty health system serving 
Cambridge, Somerville 
and Boston’s metro-north 
communities, has re-
ceived three awards from 
Massachusetts Health 
Quality Partners (MHQP) 
for being one of the top 
practices in Massachu-
setts for patient experi-
ence in primary care.

The “MHQP Patient 
Experience Awards” is an 
annual awards program 
introduced in 2018 by 
MHQP, a nonprofit mea-
surement and reporting 
organization that brings 
together providers, health 
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THAT’S A LOT OF SNOW...
WEEKEND STORM DROPS 24+ INCHES
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Health Board recommends 
masks in all indoor spaces

Shown above, Shawn Poliskey helped clear 
snow in front of Bianchi’s Pizza along Revere 
Beach. 
Shown to the right, Johnny Hallisey looks out 
to a snow-covered Malden Street in the midst 
of the storm.
See more photos on Page 4. 

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

A pedestrian makes their way down a Revere Beach white with snow Sunday following the 
storm that dropped more than 2-feet of snow on the City.

COURTESY PHOTO

Parks and Rec Director Michael Hinojosa 
proving you can still be a kid at heart

By Melissa Moore-Randall

If you are looking for a 
fun activity to keep your 
kids busy during these 
tough Covid times, look 
no further than the City 
of Revere Parks and Rec-
reation Department. The 

Revere Parks and Rec-
reation offers residents 
(both children and adults) 
of Revere with recreation-
al programs, activities, 
and special events all year. 
There are many people be-
hind the scenes who work 
to come up with creative 

and engaging activities for 
children and adults includ-
ing Director and Revere 
lifelong resident Michael 
Hinojosa.

Michael was born and 
raised in Revere. He spent 

See HINOJOSA Page 10

By Cary Shuman

After receiving close to 
two feet of snow during 
a blizzard that began late 
Friday night and contin-
ued through Saturday, 
the City of Revere has 
recovered well, and life 
was returning to normal 
following the DPW’s 
around-the-clock snow re-
moval efforts.

Donny Ciaramella, Re-
vere’s chief of infrastruc-
ture and engineering, said 
the city’s four days of 
ad-vance preparation for 
the storm resulted in no 
ma-jor incidents regarding 
flooding.

“For example, we had 
accumulated 900 tons of 
salt for our sanders at the 
DPW site, and 250 tons at 
our off-site, so we didn’t 
have a traffic jam inside 
the DPW Yard,” said Cia-

ramella.
With weather forecast-

ers predicting the Nor’eas-
ter days in advance (and 
to their credit, they were 
ac-curate), Ciaramella 
said storm preparations 
began last Tuesday and 
continued through Friday 
even-ing.

“On Friday, we coordi-
nated efforts with the DCR 
to shut the floodgates on 
Winthrop Parkway,” relat-
ed Ciaramella. “Exactly at 
midnight, those gates were 
shut in preparation of the 
tidal surges that we were 
getting. There were some 
astronomical high tides, 
and the tidal surges ranged 
from four to five feet. So 
on a high tide of 10 feet, 
you have to add that four-
to-five-foot surge, and 
anything over 12-13 feet 

See STORM Page 3

Special to the Journal

Mayor Brian Arrigo has 
announced Fatou Dram-

meh as February’s Public 
Servant of the Month. As 
Manager of the Revere 
Community School and 
nonprofit leader, Fatou 
Drammeh has worked for 
decades to connect resi-
dents with resources and 
advocate for our city's 
most vulnerable. Fatou is 
always going above and 
beyond for our residents 
– often working 7 days a 
week in different capaci-
ties throughout the com-
munity. Fatou has been in-

strumental in helping our 
residents throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic – 
whether it was working at 
a food pantry event or do-
nating computers to those 
in need, Fatou wakes up 
every day with a drive to 
help her community. Ev-
ery year, the Revere Com-
munity School teaches 
more than 1,000 individu-
als English and other lan-
guages and skills. Since 

See DRAMMEH Page 3
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LOOKING AT 
THE EDWARDS 
– D’AMBROSIO 
PRIMARY 
ELECTION

To the Editor,
Now that Lydia Ed-

wards has taken office as 
our State Senator, it is in-
structive to look back at 
the Democratic Primary 
Election held in Decem-
ber and see how what 
some thought would be a 
very close contest turned 
into a strong victory for 
Edwards.

There are three parts to 
any election: who is in the 
race, how the race is run, 
and who turns out to vote.

Initially it looked like 
the race would be between 
Revere School Committee 
member Anthony D’Am-
brosio, East Boston State 
Representative Adrian 
Madaro and Boston City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards.  
D’Ambrosio declared his 
candidacy first, even be-
fore State Senator Joseph 
Boncore officially submit-
ted his resignation.  Even 
though this may have 
upset some of Boncore’s 
closest supporters, it was 
effective since, with a 
$50,000 loan to his own 
campaign and the poten-
tial for more, D’Ambrosio 
was able to convince other 
potential candidates from 
Revere to forgo the race.

Next, Madaro and Bos-
ton City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards began to reach 
out to pollical activists in 
the State Senate district 
to elicit support for po-
tential candidacies.  Both 
were popular in East Bos-
ton where they reside, but 
Edwards represents the 
North End on the Boston 
City Council and looked 
to be the stronger can-

didate in other parts of 
Boston and Cambridge in 
the State Senate district.  
Madaro, with a new baby 
son and potential changes 
to his State Representative 
district due to redistrict-
ing, decided to focus on 
his current position and 
against entering the race 
once Boncore’s resigna-
tion became official.

Now the race was on 
between D’Ambrosio and 
Edwards.  D’Ambrosio 
was expected to win Re-
vere handily and Edwards 
was expected to win Bos-
ton and Cambridge hand-
ily.  Winthrop would be 
the battleground.  D’Am-
brosio needed to win 
Winthrop by a big margin 
while Edwards needed 
only to keep the margin 
close.

As for the race itself, 
D’Ambrosio’s campaign 
relied heavily on yard 
signs, direct mail, news-
paper ads, billboards, and 
even a television com-
mercial. Edwards’s cam-
paign devoted a good deal 
of her campaign funds to 
field organizers, with less 
reliance on signs, direct 
mail, and newspaper ads.  
Edwards also had a stron-
ger record to run on due to 
her service on the Boston 
City Council and secured 
endorsements from politi-
cal leaders across the State 
Senate district and Com-
monwealth, numerous 
labor unions and several 
progressive organizations. 
The most important of 
these was Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu.

To the casual observ-
er, the race looked quite 
different depending on 
where one lived.  In Re-
vere, D’Ambrosio signs 
were everywhere, while 
in Cambridge they were 
nonexistent. In Boston, 

there was strong support 
for Edwards, while in 
Winthrop it seemed more 
competitive. 

However, in the last 
10 days of the campaign, 
D’Ambrosio sent out 3 
negative mailers against 
Edwards which showed 
to astute political observ-
ers that he believed that 
he was well behind in the 
race.

On Election Day when 
the results came in Lydia 
Edwards won Boston with 
77% of the vote, Cam-
bridge with 95% of the 
vote and, most important-
ly, Winthrop with 57% of 
the vote. Anthony D’Am-
brosio won Revere with 
76% of the vote. Equally 
important was the turn-
out across the State Sen-
ate district. Compared to 
the 2016 Special Election 

won by Joseph Boncore, 
the turnout in Boston in-
creased by 700 votes, 
while Cambridge de-
creased by 150 votes, Re-
vere decreased by 1,200 
votes, and Winthrop de-
creased by 1,200 votes.

Lydia Edwards beat 
Anthony D’Ambrosio 
by 2,700 votes across the 
State Senate district be-
cause she had a stronger 
record to run on, and a 
dedicated field organiza-
tion that contacted voters 
door-to-door in all four 
communities and turned 
them out on Election Day.  
This was especially true in 
Boston with the support 
of Mayor Wu and other 
elected officials.

Edwards’s strong vic-
tory with 60% of the 

TEACHER SHORTAGE WAS 
INEVITABLE

An article in the Wall St. Journal this week highlight-
ed yet another area of a labor shortage in the country 
that has been fueled by the COVID-19 pandemic: 

“Burned out teachers are leaving the classroom for 
jobs in the private sector, where talent-hungry compa-
nies are hiring them—and often boosting their pay—to 
work in sales, software, healthcare, and training, among 
other fields. The rate of people quitting jobs in education 
rose more than in any other industry in 2021, according 
to federal data. Many of those are teachers exhausted 
from toggling between online and classroom teaching, 
shifting Covid-19 protocols and dealing with challeng-
ing students, parents, and administrators. According to 
LinkedIn, the share of teachers on the site who left for a 
new career increased by 62% last year.”

It was inevitable that COVID-19 would impact the 
field of education.

Public school teachers have long been the most-un-
derpaid and under-appreciated groups of workers in our 
country.

The pay for teachers has been substandard for de-
cades in the U.S. compared to many other countries, but 
the teaching profession always has attracted those who 
truly have a love for teaching and who have been will-
ing to work for less pay in return for what had been a 
rewarding career path.

But it has been only fairly recently that teachers have 
become a favorite foil for the usual suspects (i.e,, Re-
publican politicians) in our overheated political envi-
ronment in which teachers are deemed the enemy and 
not worthy of respect.

Now, thanks to COVID-19, teachers have been 
pushed over the edge and are leaving the profession in 
droves for greener pastures where their skills, abilities, 
and work ethic actually are appreciated.

The Wall St. Journal article goes on to say:
“The exodus is worsening a nationwide teacher short-

age and proving a boon to hiring managers in industries 
such as IT services and consulting, hospitals, and soft-
ware development. Teachers’ ability to absorb and trans-
mit information quickly, manage stress, and multitask 
are high-demand skills, recruiters and careers coaches 
say. Classroom instructors are landing sales roles and 
jobs as instructional coaches, software engineers, and 
behavioral health technicians, according to LinkedIn.”

The Biblical admonition, “As ye sow, so shall ye 
reap,” finally has caught up with us -- and teachers today 
now are able to take advantage of another, more-mod-
ern aphorism: “Take this job and shove it.”

PRES. BIDEN’S SUPREME 
COURT PICK

There has been criticism from the usual suspects 
regarding President Joe Biden’s declared intention to 
choose a Black woman for the U.S. Supreme Court seat 
to fill that of Justice Stephen Breyer, who announced his 
imminent retirement last week. 

We’d like to make two comments:
First, there are thousands of lawyers, of all races, eth-

nicities, and genders, who are qualified to be a Supreme 
Court judge. Statements such as those by U.S. Sena-
tor Roger Wicker of Mississippi that the selection of a 
Black woman constitutes “affirmative racial discrimina-
tion” are both absurd and offensive.

Second, we firmly believe that every institution in our 
democracy should reflect the diverse make-up of our 
country. It is axiomatic that the only way that the three 
branches of our government can be truly representative 
of our citizenry is to be composed of those who bring 
the unique life experience of every American to that in-
stitution.

We applaud Joe Biden’s commitment to broaden the 
breadth of our nation’s highest court by appointing a 
Black woman for the first time in the court’s history.

We look forward to the perspective that she will bring 
to the highest court in the land in this, the third decade 
of the 21st century, bringing us another step closer to 
fulfilling the promise of the words written in the Decla-
ration of Independence 246 years ago.
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The Forbes Avenue 
bridge over Fern Hol-
low Creek in Pittsburgh’s 
Frick Park collapsed last 
Friday morning, January 
28th with several vehi-
cles, including a Port Au-
thority bus, on the span at 
the time.  The bridge that 
collapsed is known as the 
Fern Hollow Bridge, used 
by an estimated 14,500 
vehicles daily.  (From 
Pittsburgh Action 4) 

Ten people were in-
jured. No one was killed 
when the bridge buckled 
at 6:39 a.m., officials said, 
though four people were 
hospitalized with injuries 
that were not life-threaten-
ing. President Biden who 
was ironically visiting the 
area warned that the coun-
try might not be so lucky 
next time. “We don’t need 
headlines saying that 
someone was killed when 
the next bridge collapses,” 
Biden said.   (Washington 
Post) 

“The most recent re-
port using 2021 data 
showed more than 43,500 
of the country’s rough-
ly 615,000 bridges were 
rated poor. That number 
is about 4,000 less than 
those reported to be in 
poor condition nationally 
in 2017.”   (WHYY Public 
Broadcasting)

In the last fifty years 
America has seen horrific 
bridge collapses. 

The Hyatt Regency 
Walkway, Kansas City, 
Missouri, 114 deaths, July 
17, 1981. 

Big Bayou Canot, Out-
side Mobile, Alabama, 
47 deaths, September 22, 
1993.

 Silver Bridge. Between 
Point Pleasant, West Vir-
ginia and Gallipolis, Ohio, 
46 deaths, December 15, 
1961.

Cypress Street Viaduct, 
Oakland California, 42 
deaths, October 17, 1989.

Sunshine Skyway 
Bridge, St. Petersburg, 
Florida 35 deaths,  May 9, 
1980.

I-40 Bridge, Web-
ster Falls, Oklahoma, 14 
deaths, May 26, 2002.

Cline Ave, East Chi-
cago Indiana, 14 deaths, 
April 15, 1982.

I-35 West Bridge, Min-
neapolis, MN, 13 deaths, 
August 1, 2007. 

Schoharie Creek 
Bridge, Fort Hunter, New 
York, 10 deaths, 1987.

Sydney Lanier Bridge, 
Brunswick, Georgia, 
10 deaths, November 7, 
1972 . (CNN.Com)

The cost of repairing 
45,000 structurally defi-
cient bridges, which are 
on average 68 years old, 

is $41.8 billion, using data 
from the US Department 
of Transportation. 36% of 
all bridges need replacing, 
while 22% need structural 
work, 19% need rehabil-
itation work, 18% need 
widening or rehabilitation 
and 5% need deck work.
(Global Construction Re-
view)

As we consider rebuild-
ing our bridges and other 
infrastructure, we have to 
face our current $29 tril-
lion gross federal debt. 
This is held by the public 
as well as by federal trust 
funds and other govern-
ment accounts.  We are 
our own biggest creditor 
with Japan being second 
and China third. $29 tril-
lion is greater than the size 
of the economies of Chi-
na, Japan, Germany, Unit-
ed Kingdom and India 
combined. This amounts 
to $87,000 per person in 
our country. 

Researchers at Brown 
University estimate that 
the U.S. has spent $5.8 
trillion on the war in Af-
ghanistan and other con-
flicts stemming from the 
September 11, 2001 at-
tacks. That includes direct 
and indirect spending on 
everything from military 
equipment to homeland 
security to death gratu-
ities for the families or 
slain American service 

members.” (Watson.
Brown.Edu.)

Will Russia’s military 
maneuver on the Ukraine 
border cost America? 
Whenever there is a prob-
lem in the world we go 
regardless of the cost. The 
problem is we don’t have 
any money, our bridges 
and other infrastructure 
are crumbling. We are in 
debt and dependent on 
Taiwan and China to even 
completely build an auto-
mobile. We have become 
a poor nation because 
of our indebtedness and 
dependence on foreign 
countries. A friend of mine 
received his Covid-19 test 
in the mail last week and 
even it was made in Chi-
na. 

If we don’t rebuild our 
infrastructure, includ-
ing regaining energy and 
technology independence, 
and manage our debt, we 
won’t be able to help our-
selves.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

Guest Op-ed

America’s crumbling bridges, can we save ourselves?

See LETTERS Page 3
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A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

Benitez // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Letters // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                  PRICE   
Guerra, Mejia J Obrien Richard J Est    9 Antrim St                     $1,085,000
Novoa, Karla Walley 19 LLC 11 Walley St #201           $735,000  
Basile, James E            Milburn, Abigail K 19 Murray Ct #1                $390,000  
Azor, Maureen            Burton John A Est        44 Monmouth St                $526,250  
Iaconi-Stewart, Luca    Stage 2 LLC 46 Eutaw St #1                $689,900  
Wagner, Joseph R Div Sumner Street LLC 99 Sumner St #211            $969,00 
Mariani, Thomas D Letona, Maria E 101 Princeton St #2        $432,500  
106 Bremen Street LLC Trichilo Development LLC 106 Bremen St                   $825,000   
Pantridge, Edward         DMJ159 LLC 159 Cowper St #2            $595,000  
EHMB Lexington LLC Santangelo, Francesca 159 Lexington St              $725,000  
230 Everett Street LLC Gizzi FT             230 Everett St               $850,000  
Snider, Emily 278 Maverick LLC 287 Maverick St #210          $532,500  
Matthews, Robyn      Crespo Group LLC 333 Maverick St #2           $655,000  
Lazo-Bonilla, Juan E Sanecchiaro Robert Est  5 Magnolia Ct                  $390,000
Ertilien, Couthev         Andrade, Norma       6 Locust St                   $665,000  
Chhay, Vannary          Mejia, Adrian          11 Reed Ave                $660,000  
Rodriguez-Arevalo, Delmy Murray, Edward W      14 Swan St                $585,000 
Gedeon, Kerline         Recupero, Maryanne 29 Henry St                 $607,000
Bonum LLC 67 Ferry RT            67 Ferry St                     $900,000 
Navarrete, Carlos A      Lin, Chi Lou           111 Hancock St #1             $465,000  
Sky Everett Hldg LLC Nead Realty LLC 114 Spring St             $3,900,000 
Alphonse, Myrla Alphonse, Myrla          124 Chestnut St                $189,398  
Blanco, Guillermo 556 Ferry Street RT     556 Ferry St                   $1,500,000  
Sharma, Meena K JMT RET               881 Broadway #34            $254,000

vote across the State 
Senate district compared 
to D’Ambrosio’s 40% 
should discourage po-
tential challengers in this 
fall’s election.  D’Ambro-
sio certainly has a political 
future in Revere given his 
vote in that community, 
but his negative mailers 
have hurt his reputation 
should he seek election in 
a district outside of that 
community.

William Schmidt
Winthrop  

 

ADDRESSING THE 
TRAFFIC PROBLEM

To the Editor,  
I strongly support 

Rep. Adrian Madaro’s 
two comprehensive bills 
which address the signifi-
cant and growing problem 
of East Boston traffic con-
gestion which is caused by 
non-East Boston sources 
such as Massport and oth-

er communities.
H3527 would establish 

a bold congestion pricing 
pilot program for the three 
East Boston vehicular 
tunnels-Sumner, Callah-
an and Ted Williams-that 
would evaluate the effec-
tiveness of toll congestion 
pricing based on reduced 
tolls for off-peak travel, an 
important variant of other 
congestion pricing pro-
grams based on increased 
tolls for peak hour trav-
el which tend to penalize 
working class commuters.  
a very creative approach.

H3528 would require 
MassDOT to carry out an 
area-wide detailed study 
of the precise sources of 
East Boston vehicle con-
gestion including Logan 
Airport and regional com-
muters passing through 
the community to other 
destinations. Such a study 
would be essential for the 
development of mean-
ingful remediation strat-
egies and public policies 

such as completing the 
long delayed MBTA Blue 
Line-Red Line Connector 
which would be a quan-
tum leap in effective pub-
lic transit for the Greater 
Boston North Shore which 
is a major source of East 
Boston congestion. 

There are clear indi-
cations that our region’s 
transportation systems are 
recovering from the pan-
demic, such as increased 
Logan Airport flights and 
highway traffic which 
have historically impact-
ed East Boston in many 
ways, including traffic 
congestion. Rep. Adrian 
Madaro’s two progressive 
bills offer an opportunity 
to avoid having history re-
peat itself.

Thank you,
John Vitagliano
Former Boston 
Transportation 

Commissioner and 
Massport Board 

Member

By John Lynds

In a Notice of Intent 
(NOI) filed recently with 
the Boston Conservation 
Commission (BCC), own-
ers of the defunct Suffolk 
Downs thoroughbred 
racetrack are looking to 
create an interim outdoor 
entertainment venue that 
would operate through 
2025. 

HYM Investment 
Group, who is redevel-
oping the entire 170 acre 
site into a mixed-use de-
velopment over the next 
two decades, looks to be 
capitalizing on the success 
of last summer’s move to 
open the historic racetrack 
oval to the public this 
summer. HYM also ran a 
successful drive-in movie 
program during the height 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“The proposed project 
is located on the Boston 

portion of the Suffolk 
Downs 

Redevelopment Site, 
which is located at 525 
William F. McClellan 
Highway,” read the NOI 
that was filed with the 
BCC. “The project con-
sists of creation of an in-
terim outdoor entertain-
ment venue, associated 
infrastructure, and other 
related site improvements 
to be located in a portion 
of the existing infield area. 
The venue will consist of 
a grassed area with tem-
porary stage, restrooms, 
and vendor booths to re-
main in place until late 
2025. This work is locat-
ed within the footprint of 
the site grading designed 
as part of plans for future 
redevelopment of the site, 
and specifically for an 
area that is planned for a 
portion of the future Cen-
tral Common open space 
area, which grading was 

previously approved un-
der Order of Conditions 
(OOC) by MassDEP.”

Owners had to file a 
NOI with the BCC be-
cause the planned enter-
tainment venue is on land 
subjected to Coastal Storm 
Flowage, borders Vegetat-
ed Wetland (BVW), and is 
within the local 25-Foot 
Waterfront Area regulated 
under the city’s ordinance 
protecting local wetlands 
and promoting climate 
change adaptation in Bos-
ton. 

“The proposed work 
will not have an unaccept-
able significant or cumu-
lative adverse effect upon 
the areas protected by the 
Ordinance,” read the NOI. 
“Therefore, we respectful-
ly request that the Conser-
vation Commission issue 
an Order of Conditions 
(OOC) allowing the proj-
ect to proceed.”

Suffolk Downs site looking to become an 
outdoor entertainment venue through 2025

By John Lynds

She ran his campaign’s 
field operation during his 
successful bid for state 
representative in 2015 
and later served as his 
community liaison–so it 
comes as no surprise that 
Rep. Adrian Madaro has 
endorsed longtime friend 
and Eagle Hill neighbor 
Gabriela “Gigi” Coletta’s 
candidacy for District 1 
City Councilor. 

“I’m excited to endorse 
my dear friend, Gabrie-
la Coletta, to be our next 
city councilor,” said Rep. 
Madaro. “I’ve known Gigi 
for many years. Like me, 
she grew up on Eagle Hill 
in a family of activists 
fighting for East Boston, 
attending meetings, ral-
lies, and protests -- all 
experiences that fostered 
in her a deep love for our 
community. Gigi shares 
our neighborhood’s val-
ues, understands our his-
tory and struggles, and 
cares about helping people 
and moving our communi-
ty forward. She is the type 
of partner we need in city 

government. I am proud 
to stand beside Gabriela 
Coletta in her campaign 
to become our next city 
councilor.” 

Along with Liana La-
Mattina serving as Mada-
ro’s campaign manager, 
LaMattina and Coletta 
became a political force 
during the 2015 special 

election to fill the state 
rep seat vacated by Carlo 
Basile. Working a solid 
ground game, Colatta’s 
field operations helped 
catapult Madaro to the 
top of the ticket in the 
five-way race that year. 
LaMattina would go on to 
serve as Madaro’s Chief 
of Staff while Coletta 

served as his community 
liaison–attending commu-
nity meetings and dealing 
with constituent concerns 
on his behalf. 

Madaro is one of the 
first elected leaders to en-
dorse Coletta for the Dis-
trict 1 seat and herBoston 
City Council District 1. 

“I am both humbled 
and honored to receive 
Rep. Madaro’s endorse-
ment,” said Coletta. “As 
a former staffer, I have 
seen firsthand his strong 
advocacy for our com-
munity on environmental 
justice, worker’s rights, 
and holding special inter-
est groups accountable. 
He is an incredible public 
servant and I look forward 
to partnering on all issues 
and working together to 
better the quality of life of 
all East Bostonians.” 

Coletta will be hosting 
a virtual campaign kickoff 
on Tuesday, February 8, 
2022, at 5:30 pm to offi-

cially launch her candida-
cy. 

“I’m so grateful for the 
broad support and the co-
alition of residents from 
across the district,” said 
Coletta. “Please join us 
for a night to kickoff this 
campaign surrounded by 
community members who 
share our vision for a vi-
brant and inclusive dis-
trict.”

In just the first month of 
her candidacy, Coletta has 
raised over $70,000 and 
secured the endorsement 
of over seventy commu-
nity leaders including var-
ious former and current 
elected officials. Those 
interested in attending can 
visit www.bit.ly/gc-kick-
off for more information 
on how to join the event. 

Coletta said she intends 
to run a robust, grassroots 
campaign focused on lis-
tening to residents, hav-
ing inclusive discussions 
about the issues, and will 

bring her vision for the 
district directly to voters. 

So far Coletta and for-
mer director of the May-
or’s Office of Women’s 
Advancement, Tania Del 
Rio, have emerged as se-
rious candidates for the 
seat that will be vacated 
by Senator Lydia Edwads 
on April 30. Edwards was 
recently sworn in as First 
Suffolk & Middlesex 
State Senator. 

Coletta is currently the 
External Relations Man-
ager at the New England 
Aquarium where she 
advocates for a more re-
silient, inclusive, and ac-
cessible waterfront for all 
Bostonians. 

After serving as Mada-
ro’s community liaison 
she ran Edward’s success-
ful campaign for District 
1 City Councilor in 2017 
and then served as Ed-
wards’s chief of staff until 
last summer.

District 1 City Council candidate Gabriela Coletta picks up key endorsement from Rep. Madaro

Rep. Adrian Madaro (right) has endorsed longtime friend 
and Eagle Hill neighbor Gabriela “Gigi” Coletta.

restaurant scene through-
out the city as well as 
volunteering and working 
with local political organi-
zations and campaigns. 

“Our Neighborhood 
Services team is the heart-
beat of delivering city 
services, ensuring we are 
connected across every 
neighborhood and com-
munity,” said Mayor Mi-

chelle Wu. “I’m so grate-
ful for their leadership and 
hard work to empower 
every resident and make 
Boston a city for every-
one.”

Wu also announced that 
she appointed Enrique 
Pepén as the director of 
ONS and John Romano as 
the new deputy director of 
ONS. 

Pepén and Romano will 
oversee the operations 
of ONS with an aim to 
improve overall engage-
ment across City neigh-
borhoods, delivering city 
services, and ensuring the 
department’s quality of 
the work under the leader-
ship of Chief of Commu-
nity Engagement, Brianna 
Millor. 
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For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416
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JOIN THE INDEPENDENT 
2022 AD CAMPAIGN
Jan. — Dec. 2022
ONE FULL YEAR of 
advertising for only 
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JAMAICA PLAIN GAZETTE | MISSION HILL GAZETTE
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year of news, sports, and social gatherings 

from your Hometown Newspapers

2 Payments of $1,011
1st due Jan. 31, 2022     2nd due June 31, 2022

We accept all major Credit Cards

The Year of the Tiger

With options to change Publications on each run

Call your Ad Rep at  
Or Reach them on Email! Tap on Your rep below to start sending an email!

Maureen DiBella | Sioux Gerow | Deb DiGregorio | Kathy Bright-Procopio
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District 1 City Council Candidate Gabriela Coletta was out 
Saturday night during the storm helping elderly neighbors 
shovel out on Eagle Hill. 

Aiden Gamerman plays in his yard after Saturday’s snow 
storm. 

The nearly two feet of snow made many side streets 
impassable and walking the neighborhood was a bit tricky 
like at the intersection of Bennington and Moore Streets. 

Residents team up Sunday to clear the sidewalks on a residential street in Orient Heights. 

The calm after the storm. As dawn broke, Constitution Beach was a winter wonderland following Saturday’s Nor’easter. 

The blizzard last weekend dumped more than 22 
inches onto local streets and sidewalks.  For the chil-
dren, East Boston was tuned into a winter playground 
with sledding, snowball fights and just having fun.  For 
the adults, the snow was an added burden of shoveling 
the sidewalks and clearing the snow off the cars.  If the 
weather forecasters are right, residents can expect melt-
ing and a break in the frigid temperatures until Friday 
night.

EAST BOSTON UNDER 22 INCHES OF SNOW

Some neighborhood kids headed to Constitution Beach to play in the beach park and sled 
on the hill. 

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM
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BOB MARRA PHOTOS

EAST BOSTON JETS IN BASKETBALL ACTION AGAINST LATIN ACADEMY

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;
Sun: 7:30am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, FEB. 3 2022 THROUGH WEDNESDAY FEB. 9, 2022

Chobani Greek Yogurt & Flips ....................10/$10.00
Hellmann's Mayonnaise ........................................$3.99 
Campbell's Chunky Soups ................................3/$5.00
Xtra Laundry Detergent .................................2/$6.00
Hunts Large Canned Tomatoes ..................... 3/$4.00
Barilla Pasta .....................................................2/$3.00

(ex gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready)

Ragu Pasta Sauce ............................................2/$4.00
Bumble Bee Chunk Light Canned Tuna .......... 4/$5.00
Pepperidge Farm Layer Cakes .........................2/$7.00
Best Yet Garlic Toast ..................................... 2/$5.00
Best Yet Whipped Topping  16 oz ......................$1.79 
Almond Breeze Milk  64 oz .............................2/$4.00
Bays English Muffins .......................................2/$6.00

Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast ..................... $5.99/lb
Stella Slicing Provolone Cheese .................. $3.39/lb
Kretschmar Rotisserie Chicken Breast .....$7.99/lb
Carando Prosciutto .......................................$9.99/lb
Magnifico Genoa Salami ................................ $5.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, February 4th to Sunday February 6th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Sweet & Juicy Cantaloupe ............................2/$4.00
Tropical Sweet Golden Large Pineapple ...... 2/$5.00
Fresh & Sweet Red LeRouge Peppers ..........$2.49/lb
California Fresh Romaine Lettuce .....................$1.99
Fresh Black Beauty Eggplant ....................... $1.69/lb
Fresh Plum Roma Tomatoes ......................... $1.19/lb

Bakery

BAKERY
Brownies Asst. Varieties 4pk ....................... $2.99

DELI
Land O'Lakes American Cheese .................$5.99/lb
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad ........................$6.99/lb

PRODUCE
Select Cucumbers ....................................... 2/$1.00
All Purpose Yellow Onions 2lb Bag ........................99¢
Nature's Finest Russet Potatoes 5lb Bag .... 2/$5.00

MEAT
Fresh Haddock ............................................. $10.99/lb
Pork Spareribs ............................................. $2.99/lb

GROCERY
Pepsi 2 Liter  ........................... 2/$3.00 plus deposit
Hood Ice Cream ................................2/$6.00 limit 4
Hood Sour Cream 16oz.  ................4/$5.00 limit 4

Sliced Brioche Bread ...........................................$4.99 
Palermo Assorted Cake Slices ......................... $2.99 
Table Talk 8" Strawberry Rhubarb Pie ..............$4.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Fresh Chicken Tenders ...........................$3.99/lb
Boneless Sirloin Pork Chops ..................$3.99/lb

Boneless Sirloin Pork Roast .................$3.99/lb
Beef Bottom Round Roast ....................$4.99/lb
Mrs. Budds Pot Pies ...............................2/$8.00
Kayem Fenway Meat Franks ..................2/$8.00

Family Pack Specials

East Boston fell to Division-leading Latin Academy 79-50 in Boston City League 
basketball action Friday, January 28 at East Boston High.

LOST CONTROL:  East Boston’s Leroy Martin loses control of the ball as he tries to get past 
Latin Academy’s Michael Johnson Correia.

BIG REACH:  Leroy Martin (2) reaches for a rebound in front of Latin Academy’s Terrance 
Woolfork.

SHARP ELBOWS:  East Boston’ Anthony Holman (13) makes sure no one gets in his way on 
a drive to the basket.

PLAYING ROUGH:  East Boston’s Christian Sanders makes sure this Latin Academy scoring 
attempt goes nowhere.

REBOUND STRUGGLE:  Leroy Martin has his hands full—
with the ball and the Latin Academy defense.

 TOO FAR:  Anthony Holman (13) can’t reach a court-
length pass as Latin Academy’s Osman Aden looks on.

NO ESCAPE:  Anthony Holman (13) can’t shake the defense 
of Latin Academy’s Benny Martinez.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth 
announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports sto-
ries and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices 

at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 

781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and 
photos to deb@reverejournal.com



Page 6 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, February 2, 2022

By John Lynds 

It seems the city’s ``B 
Together” mandate that 
requires all employees and 
patrons at indoor venues 
to show proof of vaccina-
tion is having an impact 
on COVID infections in 
East Boston and across 
the city. The mandate, 
which kicked off early in 
January, has been in effect 
for nearly three weeks and 
the weekly COVID posi-
tive test rate has decreased 
in the neighborhood and 
across the city once again. 

Sadly, deaths from 
COVID in Boston in-
creased once again and it 
is becoming more evident 
that the virus is becoming 
a pandemic of the unvac-
cinated. 

Three weeks ago nearly 
4 out of every 10 residents 
tested for the virus last 

week turned out to be pos-
itive but last week only 2 
out of every 10 Eastie resi-
dents tested were positive. 

Last week, 1,974 East-
ie residents were tested 
for the virus last week 
and 20.6 percent were 
positive--this was a 29 
percent decrease from the 
29.2 percent that tested 
positive as reported by 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC) on 
January 24. The weekly 
positive test rate has now 
decreased 45.5 percent in 
Eastie since January 17. 

Four hundred seven ad-
ditional Eastie residents 
contracted the virus be-
tween January 24 and Jan-
uary 31 and there are now 
13,859 confirmed cases in 
the neighborhood since 
the start of the pandemic.

The citywide week-
ly positive test rate also 

decreased last week. Ac-
cording to the BPHC 
29,063 residents were 
tested and 17 percent were 
COVID positive--this 
was a 29 percent decrease 
from the 24 percent that 
reportedly tested positive 
for the week ending on 
January 24. The weekly 
positive test rate has now 
decreased 46 percent in 
Boston since January 17. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the num-
ber of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
4 percent last week and 
went from 151,584 cases 
to 157,675 confirmed cas-
es in a week. 

However, there were 
36 additional deaths in 
Boston from the virus in 
the past week and the to-
tal COVID deaths is now 
at 1,624. Deaths increased 
6 percent in Boston last 
week, two more than the 
34 deaths reported by the 
BPHC two weeks ago. 

Substation// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By John Lynds

Most people don’t want 
to think about it but it’s the 
time a year to begin think-
ing about filing 2021 tax 
returns. For many work-
ing people in East Boston 
there’s some relief from 
the confusing process of 
figuring out taxes.

Action for Boston 
Community Develop-
ment’s (ABCD) APAC of-
fice on Meridian Street, in 
partnership with the City 
of Boston, kicked off its 
annual Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) 
and Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) program 
last week. 

From now until April, 
Eastie residents can head 
to the APAC office at 21 
Meridian St. for free tax 
help. The office will be 
opened Monday through 
Friday to help begin the 
tax filing process. Taxes 
for qualifying residents 
can be done through ap-
pointment by calling the 
office at 617-567-8857 or 
by calling ABCD Connect 
at 617-348-6329.

For many working peo-
ple in Eastie the program 
has provided some relief 
from the confusing pro-
cess of figuring out taxes. 
Qualified hard working 
low-wage workers often 
receive significant EITC 
credits and see a big in-
crease in their tax returns 
through the free program. 
This is money that can 
directly help low-income 
residents who work hard 
for their money. It can be 
used to pay the heat, food 
and rent costs that are 
weighing people down.

ABCD President/CEO 
John Drew is urging East-

ie residents who earned 
$58,000 or less in 2021 to 
schedule an appointment 
at APAC and take full ad-
vantage of the program. 

Drew said this year 
EITC provides a married 
couple with three or more 
children earning up to 
$57,414 and filing jointly 
with the maximum federal 
2021 EITC of $6,728 plus 
the state EITC of $2,018 
for a total EITC of $ 8,746. 
For details regarding fam-
ily size and payments, see 
bostonabcd.org/tax-assis-
tance.

EITC can also be ac-
cessed retroactively for 
the previous three years, 
so eligible taxpayers can 
qualify for a sizable sum.

 Drew noted that ABCD 
has worked with people 
buried under a mountain 
of debt, people who felt 
they were out of options 
and who didn’t know they 
qualified for EITC. The 
IRS estimates one out of 
five eligible taxpayers will 
not claim EITC and will 
lose out on this important 
credit.

In addition, taxpay-
ers who were eligible 
to receive the American 
Rescue Plan payment of 
$1,400 but did not receive 
the full amount in 2021 
can claim the Recovery 
Rebate Credit against 
their 2021 income tax.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic with its crushing 
variants plus soaring 
prices due to inflation 
have thrown vulnerable 
individuals and families 
into a full-blown crisis,” 
said Drew. “This free tax 
preparation service can 
mean the difference be-
tween paying their rent 
and being at risk of losing 

their home. It can meet 
needs for immediate ex-
penses such as food and 
medication and utility 
bills and help families find 
financial footing, moving 
forward.”

For two decades ABCD 
has worked in tandem 
with the Boston Tax Help 
Coalition. ABCD played a 
significant role in found-
ing the coalition in 2001. 

Last week, Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu urged qualified 
residents to take advan-
tage of the free tax help. 

“Boston residents can 
save hundreds of dollars 
per household through 
the Boston Tax Help Co-
alition’s free tax prepara-
tion,“ said Wu. “Staff and 
volunteers will also help 
eligible residents receive 
the highest Earned Income 
Tax Credit and Child Tax 
Credit possible. These 
free resources are not only 
a valued resource to thou-
sands of Boston residents, 
but serve as a model for 
similar programs around 
the country.” 

ABCD tax prep volun-
teers also make sure that 
eligible clients receive 
the Senior Circuit Breaker 
Tax Credit which provides 
seniors aged 65 and older 
with up to $1,170 in tax re-
funds from the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts. 
This credit is available to 
all eligible seniors who 
pay unsubsidized rent or 
property taxes and is ret-
roactive for three years.  

Last year, ABCD 
helped 2,517 residents 
complete their state and 
federal tax returns, max-
imizing EITC, Child Tax 
Credits, Senior Circuit 
Breaker and more, and re-
sulting in $6.1 million in 

Eastie’s weekly COVID positive 
test decreases for a third week

ABCD, city’s EITC program in full swing at Eastie’s APAC office

City land until Eversource 
was given the prime wa-
terfront site in a hastily 
arranged land swap with 
the City to build the new 
Bremen Street Branch Li-
brary. Eversource owned 
the land the current library 
sits on but was given city 
land on the Chelsea Creek 
so the library could be 
built. 

Prior to the land swap, 
the City’s Inspection-
al Services Department 
granted Eversource a 
complete waiver on basic 
City review of the project. 
The City gave Eversource 
this rarely-given blanket 
waiver without any notice 
to neighbors or opportuni-
ty for comment.

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu has consistently stated 
her opposition to the sub-
station as a City Council-
or, appearing at events and 
rallies in Eastie against the 
facility at its proposed lo-
cation. Wu also signed 
the joint letter with other 
elected leaders in Decem-
ber 2020. 

Despite widespread 
community opposition as 
well as opposition from 
over a dozen Massachu-
setts elected officials the 
state’s Energy Facilities 
Siting Board (EFSB) 
unanimously approved 
Eversource’s highly con-
troversial plan to build a 
new substation in Febru-
ary 2021. 

Despite state Energy 
and Environmental Af-
fairs Secretary Kathleen 
Theoharides saying at 

Monday’s hearing that 
the substation would be 
placed in a “heavily, heav-
ily industrialized area 
within an environmental 
justice community that 
has historically suffered 
disproportionate environ-
mental harms and a heavy 
burden of infrastructure” 
she still voted in favor of 
Eversource’s plans as an 
EFSB board member.

The project was then 
granted a license from the 
DEP. 

Elected officials led by 
US Senators Edward Mar-
key and Elizabeth Warren, 
Senator Lydia Edwards, 
State Representative Adri-
an Madaro and Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley 
went on record in a joint 
letter affirming their sup-
port of Eastie residents 
and opposition to the pro-
posed substation location.

The substation is the 
subject of numerous pend-
ing appeals and legal chal-
lenges at the state level 
from Eastie residents and 
organizations.

The environmental jus-
tice organization Green-
Roots then filed suit 
challenging the Board 
approval in the state’s 
Supreme Judicial Court. 
Attorney General  Massa-
chusetts Attorney Gener-
al Maura Healy declined 
to defend the state Siting 
Board approval, and the 
Siting Board has been 
compelled to seek outside 
legal counsel to defend 
their decision. 

During Boston’s Mu-

nicipal Election in No-
vember a non-binding 
ballot question was posed 
to voters here and across 
the city asking if the sub-
station should be sited 
in East Eagle Square. An 
overwhelming number 
of voters thought Ever-
source should not build a 
substation in Eastie and 
seek a nearby alternative 
location such as non-res-
idential Massport land at 
Logan Airport. 

During the election 
5,755 Eastie voters voted 
“NO” on Question 2 with 
only 600 voting “YES”. 
A NO vote meant that the 
voter opposed building 
the substation at the pro-
posed East Eagle Square 
location and favored lo-
cating the facility at a se-
cure location such as Lo-
gan Airport. 

Citywide 101,953 vot-
ers voted “NO” on the 
ballot question with only 
19,797 voting “YES”.  At 
101,953 NO votes against 
the substation received the 
largest single vote total 
for any ballot measure or 
candidate in Boston over 
the last 17 municipal elec-
tions according to the City 
of Boston Election De-
partment records. 

Historically, a 
non-binding  ballot ques-
tion provides information 
to elected officials and the 
public of voter sentiment 
on a particular issue and 
it seems most Bostonians 
are on Eastie’s side when 
it comes to this particular 
issue. 

to some never even hearing 
about the process at all. It 
is only thanks to tireless 
efforts from activists in 
the neighborhood, who did 
their best to make up for 
these gaps, that many res-
idents were able to attend 
meetings and voice their 
concerns with the project.”

Madaro argued in his 
testimony that when an 
entire community, an en-
vironmental justice com-
munity at that, voices its 
opposition to a project 
that will only compound 
the environmental burdens 
and risks to residents, and 
is unanimously rebuffed, 
that is a clear indication 
that the process is neither 
representative nor account-
able to the populations it 
most directly impacts. 

“In fact, we found that 
most EFSB decisions 
receive overwhelming 
support by the Board, re-
gardless of the host com-
munity’s position,” said 
Madaro. “This speaks to 
a significant flaw in the 
siting process, whereby 
residents feel like their 
concerns are not heard, nor 
even factored into the deci-
sion making process.”

To address these issues 

Madaro said his legislation 
makes several important 
reforms at the EFSB. 

First, it adds environ-
mental justice, public 
health, and climate to the 
Siting Board’s responsibil-
ities, ensuring these critical 
factors are weighed when 
making decisions.

“It would require im-
proved community en-
gagement prior to filing 
for environmental or Siting 
Board review of a petition 
to construct a generating 
facility or an oil, gas, or 
substation facility,” said 
Madaro. “The bill would 
also mandate a cumulative 
impact assessment and an 
environmental justice im-
pact statement before ap-
proval of any electric gen-
erating facility or oil, gas, 
or substation facility, and 
would prohibit the approv-
al of electric generating 
facilities or substations if 
the environmental justice 
impact statement shows 
that they will result in pub-
lic health or other harms to 
environmental justice pop-
ulations.”

Finally, the bill lowers 
the thresholds for what 
generating facility projects 
are subject to Siting Board 

review from 100 mega-
watts to 35 megawatts.

“These reforms will im-
prove the functions of the 
EFSB, making the siting 
process more accountable 
to potential host communi-
ties, and more responsive 
to the priorities of envi-
ronmental justice, climate 
change, and public health,” 
said Madaro. “The EFSB 
has recognized the need for 
such changes, launching a 
public process on updating 
their rules and regulations. 
While I appreciate these ef-
forts, the provisions of this 
legislation will be more 
comprehensive and will 
encode these protections 
into law. Although this bill 
will not reverse the process 
that happened in East Bos-
ton, it will take the lessons 
we learned from this expe-
rience,  and the many that 
came before, to ensure that 
future energy projects are 
sited equitably in commu-
nities across the Common-
wealth.”

While Co-Chair of the 
Joint Committee, Sen. 
Michael J. Barrett, raised 
some concerns regarding 
the bill at the hearing but 
Madaro said he looks for-
ward to working with Bar-
rett and the committee to 
address his concerns as en-
vironmental justice legisla-
tion is ultimately enshrined 
into law in the Climate 
Roadmap Bill. 

“We would appreciate 
the opportunity to continue 
this conversation in part-
nership with you (Barrett), 
Co-Chair Rep. Jeffrey 
Roy, and the committee to 
work on the language of 
H.3336,” said Madaro.

refunds. 
Drew said that econom-

ic infusion channels dol-
lars back to hardworking 
families and revitalizes 
businesses in under-re-
sourced neighborhoods 
like Eastie.

The Earned Income Tax 
Credit or EITC has been 
called one of the most 
successful anti-poverty 

programs ever provided. 
An initiative that rewards 
working people, it was 
established to assist in-
come-eligible taxpayers, 
reaching out to those in 
underserved communities.

Initiated by the IRS in 
1969, the EITC and the 
Volunteer Income Tax As-
sistance (VITA) program 
is a nationwide program 

that assists taxpayers 
earning up to $58,000 a 
year. VITA sites are gen-
erally located at commu-
nity and neighborhood 
centers, libraries, schools, 
shopping malls and other 
convenient locations such 
as community colleges in 
low income areas.
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To place a 
memoriam in the 
Times Free Press, 

please call 
781-485-0588

Visit eastietimes.com
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Revere, MA 02151
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Vazza 
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Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

Rose E. (DiNatale) 
Kennedy of Saugus and 
Revere passed away 
peacefully, in her sleep on 
Saturday, January 22 after 
a long illness. 

She was the loving 
mother of Joseph M. Ken-
nedy and his wife, Doro-
thy of Key West, FL and 
Debra Kennedy-Puzzo 
and her husband, Brian of 
Revere, cherished grand-
mother of Courtney, Brian 
and Joseph and dear sister 
of Angelo (Butch) Sicu-
ranza and his wife, Anne 
of Palm Bay, FL and the 
late Mary Flammia. She 

is also survived by many 
nieces and nephews. 

Services to be private. 
To leave an online condo-
lence, please visit www.
ruggieromh.com.

Charles Anthony Zenga
Of Revere

Charles Anthony Zen-
ga of Revere, formerly of 
East Boston, passed away 
on January 30 at the age 
of 69. 

The beloved son of the 
late Frank and Maria (De-
Stasio) Zenga, he was the 
loving companion of Ali-
cia Harvey, devoted father 
of Michelle and her hus-
band Brian, Tanya and her 
husband Richard, Tara, 
Timothy and his wife 
Christine, Erik, Matthew, 
Stefanie, Nicole, Katelyn 
and the late Kristen Rae; 
dear brother of Barbara, 
Charlotte, Patty, Nicho-
las, Anthony, Judy, Rhon-
da and the late Annette, 
Frank, Robert and Johnny 
and adored grandfather 
of 12 grandchildren. He 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-

ews. 
Family and friends will 

honor Charles’ life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga St., East 
Boston on Friday, Febru-
ary 4 from 4 to 7 p.m. All 
other services are private. 
To leave an online condo-
lence, please visit www.
ruggieromh.com.

Josephine Coyman
Of East Boston

Josephine L. (Castigli-
one) Coyman, died in East 
Boston on January 30.  

The beloved wife of the 
late Richard W. Coyman, 
she was the loving moth-
er of John L. Coyman and 
his wife, Elaine of Bridge-
water and Linda Alukonis 
and her husband, Walter 
of Tewksbury; grand-
mother of Nicole Fucil-
lo and her husband, Ray, 
Christopher Coyman, 
Brooke and Shannon Alu-
konis; great-grandmother 
of Lilly, Amelia, Christo-
pher and Emersyn; sister 
of the late Mildred Caci-
cio, Rose Ferrario, Anna 
Athnas, Concetta Mazza, 
Catherine, Salvatore, and 
Angelo Castiglione.  She 
is also survived by many 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral Services will 
be held in the Magrath Fu-
neral Home, 336 Chelsea 
St [at Day Sq], East Bos-

ton Thursday morning, 
February 3 at 10:30 a.m.  
Relatives and friends are 
invited.  Visiting hours are 
today, Wednesday, Febru-
ary 2, from 4 to 7 p.m.  In-
terment, Woodlawn Cem-
etery, Everett.

Please leave messages 
of condolence for the fam-
ily on her Tribute Page 
at MagrathFuneralHome.
com.

Rose Kennedy
Of Saugus and Revere

ST. JUDE
NOVENA

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world 
now and forever. Sacred Heart of 
Jesus pray for us. St. Jude, worker 
of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, 
helper of the hopeless, pray for us. 
Say this prayer 9 times a day. By 
the 8th day your prayer will be 
answered. It has never been known 
to fail. Publication must be 
promised.
My prayers have been answered.

L.P.

We knew little that morning 
that God was going to call your 

name. In life we loved you 
dearly, in death we do the same.

It broke our hearts to lose you, 
you did not go alone;

for part of us went with you, the 
day God called you home

You left us peaceful memories, 
your love is still our guide;

and though we cannot see you,
you are always at our side.

Our family chain is broken, and 
nothing seems the same;

but as God calls us one by one, 
the chain will link again.

Forever Missed & Loved
Always in Our Hearts

Cheryl, Richard, & Lexi

In Loving Memory of
Richard A. 

‘Richie’ Breault
June 24, 1963 – Feb. 1, 2017

5th Anniversary

District Attorney Kevin 
R. Hayden announced the 
formation of a Communi-
ty Advisory Committee to 
assist in the evaluation of 
the District Attorney’s Of-
fice, its bureaus, units, and 
supervisory functions, and 
examination of the impact 
of key SCDAO policies.

“Community engage-
ment will be the corner-
stone of everything my 
administration does. I am 
delighted to have such a 
sterling group help review 
procedures and policies 
and make recommenda-
tions so that the Office 
will continue to be a guid-
ing force in legal strategy 
and reform,’’ Hayden said. 
“Community input is criti-
cal to building trust in this 
office. This process is fo-
cused on structures, func-
tions, and results. I believe 
the staff here is filled with 
professional, talented indi-
viduals dedicated to serv-
ing the people of Boston, 
Chelsea, Revere and Win-
throp. It will be important 
to have outside leaders 
and specialists who live, 
work and worship in Suf-
folk County provide their 
point of view as we move 
forward.’’

The volunteer com-
mittee of 18 will be co-
chaired by Robert Gittens 
and Reverend Dr. Ray 
Hammond and will begin 
its work immediately.

Gittens is passionate 
about the welfare of chil-
dren and families and has 
spent his career serving 

the public including as 
Commissioner of the De-
partment of Youth Ser-
vices, Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, and 
Vice President for Public 
Affairs at Northeastern 
and First Assistant District 
Attorney in the Suffolk 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office. He previous-
ly played a distinguished 
role in the community as 
Chairman of the Massa-
chusetts Juvenile Justice 
Advisory Committee. He 
currently serves on the 
boards of the Children’s 
League of Massachusetts, 
the Massachusetts Non-
profit Network and Com-
monwealth Care Alliance, 
and is the executive direc-
tor for Cambridge Family 
and Children’s Service.

Hammond co-found-
ed Bethel A.M.E. Church 
with his wife, Gloria, 
and is the co-founder and 
chairman of the Ten Point 
Coalition, an ecumenical 
group of Christian clergy 
and lay leaders mobiliz-
ing the Greater Boston 
community around issues 
affecting Black and Lati-
no youth, and an Execu-
tive Committee member 
of the Black Ministerial 
Alliance. He also serves 
as a trustee on many in-
stitutions, including the 
Yawkey Foundation, 
BMC Health System, 
the John F. Kennedy Li-
brary Foundation, and the 
MATCH School. He pre-
viously served as chair-
man of The Boston Foun-

dation. Rev. Hammond is 
a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences and is the recipient 
of numerous honors and 
honorary doctorates.

Other members are:
• True-see Allah is the 

Director of Reentry at the 
Executive Office of Pub-
lic Safety and Security for 
the State of Massachusetts 
and brings the lived expe-
rience of a returning citi-
zen to the committee.

• Daniel Bennett, a 
CEO of companies in the 
private sector including 
Liberty Forensics and a 
former Secretary of the 
Executive of Public Safe-
ty and Security who over-
saw significant reforms at 
Bridgewater State Hospi-
tal and First Assistant of 
the Worcester County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office;

• Jim Borghesani, a 
communications execu-
tive who oversaw commu-
nications strategy for the 
successful 2016 ballot ini-
tiative to legalize marijua-
na, he has held several top 
communication positions 
in state government; 

• Andrea Cabral, a 
former Secretary of the 
Executive Office of Pub-
lic Safety and Security, 
and twice elected Sheriff 
of Suffolk County, and 
was Chief of the District 
Courts at SCDAO; she is 
currently CEO of a multi-
state cannabis company; 

• J.W. Carney, Jr., is a 
renowned criminal de-
fense attorney who began 

his career as a public de-
fender and is a contribut-
ing author to the treatises 
on Massachusetts Crimi-
nal Practice and has been 
listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America since 1998. 
Carney also has been a 
member of the Massachu-
setts Judicial Nominating 
Commission for 20 years;

• George Hardiman is 
an attorney with more 
than 25 years’ experience, 
he was a prosecutor in SC-
DAO and also litigated 
securities fraud cases for 
the Secretary of State’s 
office. He has been in pri-
vate practice for almost 18 
years. 

• Lisa Howard is the Su-
perintendent of Winthrop 
Public Schools and a past 
board member of the Mas-
sachusetts Administrators 
for Special Education, she 
is a lifelong resident of 
Winthrop;

• Nancy Hurley is an 
attorney focused on crimi-
nal defense and a member 
of the board of Suffolk 
Lawyers for Justice;

• Byron Knight, a for-
mer Suffolk ADA who 
joined the Patrick Admin-
istration as special coun-
sel to assist in providing 
discovery with all parties 
affected by the Hinton 
Lab drug scandal and lat-
er served a Deputy Legal 
Counsel for Governor 
Deval Patrick, is a lawyer 
with a focus on criminal 
defense;

• Sandra M. McCroom 
is president and CEO of 

Children’s Services of 
Roxbury, which provides 
comprehensive childcare 
services to economically 
disadvantaged families 
and previously served as 
for Criminal Justice in the 
Executive Office of Public 
Safety and Security; 

• Kristen Palma is a 
former victim witness ad-
vocate at SCDAO who 
became public affairs di-
rector of the Massachu-
setts Office for Victim As-
sistance;

• Kourou Pich is ex-
ecutive director of Har-
borCOV, which provides 
services and opportunities 
that promote long-term 
stability for people affect-
ed by violence and abuse, 
she began work there in 
1998 as the Cambodi-
an advocate. Kourou has 
served as a consultant for 
the Women of Color Net-
work since 2011;

• Paul Popeo is co-
chair of Choate’s litiga-
tion department who has 
served as a special assis-
tant attorney general and 
special Suffolk ADA;

• Pastor B. Chris-
topher Sumner is chief of 
operations executive at 
the Salvation Army Ray 
& Joan Kroc Community 
Center of Boston and as-
sociate Pastor at Jubilee 
Christian Church. Previ-
ously he’s served as Exec-
utive Director of the Bos-
ton Ten Point Coalition 
the Blue Hill Boys and 
Girls Club of Boston;

• Marjorie Pauléon 

Tynes, an attorney and 
former Suffolk ADA and 
victim witness advocate, 
is a member of teaching 
team at Harvard’s Trial 
Advocacy Workshop;

• Gladys Vega is exec-
utive director of Chelsea’s 
La Colaborativa, who 
played leadership roles in 
organizing for immigrants’ 
rights, welfare rights, ten-
ants’ rights, open space 
and the environment, mul-
ticultural and anti-racism 
programs and in numerous 
grassroots campaigns.  

Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden’s 
office serves the commu-
nities of Boston, Chelsea, 
Revere, and Winthrop, 
Mass. The office handles 
some 20,000 cases a year. 
More than 160 attorneys 
in the office practice in 
nine district and munici-
pal courts, Suffolk Supe-
rior Court, the Massachu-
setts Appeals Court, the 
Supreme Judicial Court, 
and the Boston Juvenile 
Courts. The office em-
ploys some 300 people 
and offers a wide range of 
services and programs to 
serve anyone who comes 
in contact with the crim-
inal justice system. This 
office is committed to ed-
ucating the public about 
the services we provide, 
our commitment to crime 
prevention, and our dedi-
cation to keeping the res-
idents of Suffolk County 
safe.

DA Hayden forms Community Advisory Committee to review procedures and policies

Regina M. (Costanza) 
Ciampa of Orient Heights, 
East Boston, passed away 
peacefully on January 29 
at the age of 94.

A graduate of Lasell 
Junior College, she was 
the cherished daughter of 
the late Dr. Pasquale and 
Katherine (Prisco) Cos-
tanza, she was the devot-
ed wife of the late Fred 
A. Ciampa, loving moth-
er of Robert P. Ciampa 
and his wife, Christine of 
Saugus, Patricia A. Cia-
mpa of East Boston and 
the late Frederick P. Ci-
ampa and his surviving 
wife, Mary Ellen; adored 
grandmother of Regina 
Olivieri and Frank Ciam-
pa and his wife, Christina 
and also survived by her 
three great-grandchildren: 
Frankie, Leo and Georgia 
Ciampa. A special thanks 
to her caretaker Gladys 
Ansah. 

Family and friends will 

honor Regina’s life by 
gathering on Thursday, 
February 3, at St. Antho-
ny’s Church, Revere for 
a Funeral Mass to be cel-
ebrated in her honor at 11 
a.m. Interment will follow 
at Holy Cross Cemetery in 
Malden.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in 
Regina’s name to North 
Shore Animal Shelter, 347 
Highland Ave. Salem, MA 
01970. For online guest-
book please visit www.
vazzafunerals.com.

Regina Ciampa
Of Orient Heights
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HARBOR VIEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION 
MEETING

The next meeting of 
the Harbor View Neigh-
borhood Association will 
be on February 7, 2022 at 
6pm. Please note that the 
meeting will only be on 
Zoom. There will be no In 
Person format this month. 
We hope maybe in March 
that we may be able to go 
back to a hybrid model 
once again.

So please go to our 
Facebook or website to 
access the link for the 
meeting. Our interpreter, 
Ricardo, will be present 
for our Spanish members.

 Agenda is as follows:
 Welcome/Introduction
Announcements  180th 

Anniversary of Temple 
Ohabei Shalom, New 
ONS East Boston Liai-
son Nathalie Benitez, 56 
Byron Street ZBA Hear-
ing date. HVNA elections 
June

Station 7 Update 
(10min) Sgt. Cintolo, Of-
ficers Domenico and Mos-
ley.

Senator Lydia Edwards 
(10min) To speak about 
her new job as our Senator 
and continuing as our City 
Councilor for a transition 
to the special election.

City Council Candi-
dates (10min) Gabriela 
Coletta and Tania Del Rio 
will each have 5 minutes 
to introduce themselves 
and speak about their mis-
sion to be our next City 
Councilor.

Trustees Piers Park 3 
(5min) Gabriela Ramirez, 
Survey, Design update 
Virtual Meeting on Febru-
ary 16th at 5:30pm.

200 Byron Street 
(30min) 1st Presentation 
Paul Passacantilli repre-
senting the owner. Propos-
al is to change occupancy 
to a two family dwelling. 
Construct a third floor ver-
tical addition and rear ad-
dition. Extend living space 
in the basement. Full inte-
rior renovations. Three off 
street parking spaces.

134 Wordsworth Street 
(20min) 1st Presentation 
Chris&Dana Griswold 
owners. Architect Diane 
Miller.Family has grown 
by 3 children and needs 
additional space. Propos-
al is to add a bedroom, 
bathroom, and play space. 

Replace old stairwell, old 
water heater and furnace 
shed.

Cargo Ventures (25min) 
Jacob Citrin Owner to pro-
vide update on McClellan 
High Way proposed de-
velopment project.

 Please stay safe and we 
look forward to you at-
tending our Virtual meet-
ing.

The next meeting of the 
HVNA will be on March 
7, 2022.

Visit us at http://www.
facebook.com/groups/
harborviewna or check 
out our website at harbor-
vieweastboston.com.

GET IN SHAPE 
WITH CITY OF 
BOSTON’S VIRTUAL 
WINTER FITNESS 
SERIES

The Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department 
and the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission 
(BPHC) recently launched 
the 2022 Boston Parks 
Winter Fitness Series 
sponsored by Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Massa-
chusetts with free virtual 
classes being held from 
now through April 30.  
Everyone is welcome re-
gardless of fitness level.

Current winter offerings 
led by certified fitness in-
structors include Afrobe-
ats Dance, Chair Medita-
tion, Chair Yoga, Dance 
Fit, Strength Training, 
and Zumba®. For class 
descriptions and more in-
formation including dates 
and times, please visit 
Boston.gov/winter-fitness.

The program is tailored 
to the various interests 
of residents with offer-
ings including accessible, 
age-friendly classes as 
well as classes for those 
new to group fitness. By 
engaging in a citywide 
effort to increase opportu-
nities for physical activity, 
BPHC and the Parks De-
partment aim to further re-
duce barriers to active liv-
ing and achieve the goal of 
ensuring that Bostonians 
have ample opportunities 
to be active year-round. 

Participants can visit 
Facebook and Twitter at 
@healthyboston and @
bostonparksdept or call 
(617) 961-3047 for can-
cellations and class up-
dates.

2022 MASS. 
REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTION

The 2022 Massachu-
setts Republican Party 
Convention will be held in 
Springfield Saturday, May 
21.  The Boston Ward 1 
Republican Committee 
encourages interested East 
Boston registered (as of 
December 31, 2021) Re-
publicans to advise the 
Committee of their de-
sire to be a delegate at the 
Convention.  

The Committee will 
meet and select the East 
Boston delegates Tuesday, 
February 8.  The meeting 
will be at Kelley’s Square 
Pub, 84 Bennington Street, 
starting at 6: 30 p. m.  (If 
postponed due to snow, et 
al. then the make-up meet-
ing will be Thursday, Feb-
ruary 10 at the same place 
and hour.)  Delegates will 
be selected from among 
those who have expressed 
their interest with one or 
more of the local party 
contacts listed below.  

Don’t just watch the 
convention on the news.  
Experience it yourself!  
Let the Party hear your 
voice.  

Text Vera at 617-909-
5384

E-mail the East Boston 
Republican Committee at 
ebrwc@yahoo.com

Paul Ronukaitus at 
ronukaitus@comcast.net / 
617-846-9331

Joyce M. Kelly at joy-
cemariekelly@gmail.com 
/ 617-697-4002.

SACRED HEART 
PARISH IN 
EAST BOSTON 
TO HOST AN 
INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBIT 

Boston, Massachusetts, 
January 20, 2022 – Sacred 
Heart Catholic Parish in 
East Boston will host the 
International Exhibit of 
Eucharistic Miracles from 
February 5 to February 13, 
2022 in its parish hall at 
303 Paris Street, East Bos-
ton, Massachusetts. 

The International Eu-
charistic Miracles of the 
World Exhibit is a travel-
ing display designed by 
Blessed Carlo Acutis. It 
contains an extensive as-
sortment of photographs 

and historical descriptions 
of Eucharistic miracles, 
recognized by the Catho-
lic Church that have taken 
place throughout the ages 
all across the world. 

The exhibit allows 
viewers to learn more 
about Carlo Acutis, deep-
en their understanding of 
Eucharistic miracles, and 
connect in a special way 
to the Eucharist during 
the Year of the Eucharist 
as designated by Cardi-
nal Seán O’Malley of the 
Archdiocese of Boston.

Carlo Acutis, was edu-
cated in Milan at a Jesu-
it high school. He was a 
kind boy, who supported 
his friends whose parents 
were divorcing and stood 
up for kids who were bul-
lied. Outside of school, he 
did voluntary work with 
the homeless and poor. He 
was known as a “comput-
er geek” who had a deep 
devotion to the Eucharist. 
As a result, he developed 
The International Eu-
charistic Miracles of the 
World Exhibit, a website 
that catalogues Eucharis-
tic miracles from around 
he world. He died of leu-
kemia in 2006 and was 
beautified in 2020. 

The Exhibit contains 
159 panels, a story from 
the exhibit follows below. 
The panels take the view-
er on a journey where they 
can virtually visit the plac-
es where the miracles took 
place.

Viewers can visit the 
Eucharistic Miracles Ex-
hibit on their own or by 
guided tour. The Exhibit 
is open:

Saturday, February 5 
from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. 

Opening event on Feb-
ruary 5 at 2:15 p.m. with 
special guest speaker 
Antonia Acutis Salzano, 
mother of Blessed Carlo 
Acutis who will join us 
virtually and Br. Jonas 
Verdeflor, OMV, who will 

speak about the meaning 
of Eucharistic miracles. 
The celebration of the Eu-
charist in the church will 
follow at 4:00 p.m.

5:00-6:00 p.m.  
Guided Tours 

Sunday, February 6, 
from 9:15 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.

9:15-10:00 a.m. 
Guided Tours

11:00 -12:30 p.m. 
Guided Tours

Thursday, February 10, 
at 6:30 p.m. 

6:30-7:00 p.m.  
Guided Tours               

Saturday, February 12, 
from 9:15 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. and 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. 

9:30 and 11.00 a.m. 
CCD and parents group 
visits

5:00 - 5:30 p.m.  
Guided Tours

Sunday, February 13, 
from 9:15 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 

9:15 – 10:00 a.m. 
Guided Tours

11:00 -12:00 p.m. 
Family Time: Guided 
Tours for parents and chil-
dren

A private tour of the Ex-
hibit can also be arranged 
during the week by con-
tacting the rectory at 617-
567-5776.

CELEBRATE 
NATIONAL 
UNCLAIMED 
PROPERTY DAY 
BY VISITING FIND 
MASS MONEY

State Treasurer Debo-
rah B. Goldberg and the 
National Association of 
Unclaimed Property Ad-
ministrators are celebrat-
ing National Unclaimed 
Property Day… and you 
should be too!

 
One in ten Massachu-

setts residents have un-
claimed money including 
citizens like Kelly who 

recently discovered how 
easy it was to claim her 
money.  

“Checked my name 
and found money at Find-
MassMoney.com.” said 
Kelly. “Once I found 
money for myself, I start-
ed checking my family 
and friends…even work 
colleagues!  I found mon-
ey for them too! With this 
‘found’ money, we or-
dered take out from a local 
restaurant.  I didn’t have 
to cook, and we helped a 
struggling restaurant in 
our town.”

The Treasury is cur-
rently holding over $3.4 
billion in unclaimed prop-
erty. Treasurer Goldberg 
urges all citizens to check 
the comprehensive list for 
all amounts at www.find-
massmoney.com or call 
our live call center at 888-
344-MASS (6277).

“Take a minute on Un-
claimed Property Day 
to check your name like 
Kelly,” said State Treasur-
er Deborah B. Goldberg. 
“Our team is prepared 
to walk you through the 
claims process.”

 Unclaimed property 
includes forgotten savings 
and checking accounts, 
un-cashed checks, in-
surance policy proceeds, 
stocks, dividends, and the 
contents of unattended 
safe deposit boxes. Most 
accounts are considered 
abandoned and are turned 
over to the state after three 
years of inactivity. In 
2021, Treasury processed 
over 113,000 claims and 
returned over $174 mil-
lion in cash and securities 
to its rightful owners.

 
There is no time limit 

for a person to claim this 
property and, in many cas-
es, claimants will receive 
interest. Searching for un-
claimed money is always 
free by using FindMass-
Money.com. 
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You Can’t Lockdown

LOVELOVE
Make sure Your business is in our Valentine’s Day Gift 
Flyer  ——— Your Local Resource for Valentine’s shopping

Online & In Print

You can't lockdown Love

happy valentines Jimmy and 
Pa … just think next years 
valentine will have my little 

brother or sister with me

ALL VALENTINES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE EAST 
BOSTON TIMES FREE PRESS, REVERE JOURNAL, 

EVERETT INDEPENDENT, CHELSEA RECORD, 
WINTHROP SUN TRANSCRIPT, LYNN JOURNAL, 
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JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

PAINTING

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

PLASTERING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

ROOFING MUSIC LESSONS

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE IN  OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 781-485-0588 
OR EMAIL  KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

S O N N Y ’ S 
IMMEDIATE 

ROOFING
Residential & Commercial
• All type Roofing & Repairs

• Licensed & Insured
• Snow & Ice Removal

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

BOOK 
NOW 
AND 
SAVE

SPECIALS 
FOR THE 
SEASON

Always the Best Value

V.S.R. 
ROOFING

Our goal is to provide our customers with 
the highest quality material and 

professional installations in the business.”
–J.B.

“

Commercial Flat
& Rubber Roofs 

Free Estimates
781-520-1699 

Licensed & Insured General Contractor

SSPPAARRTTAANN  CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

~Since 1978~

617-593-4532   
617-567-2926

Complete Office  
and Common  
Area Cleaning

Instruments offered:
Voice, Violin, Viola, Cello, Contrabass, Drums, Flute, 

Clarinet, Saxophones, Piano, Choral Music, OBoe, Bassoon,
Classical Guitar & more!

857-544-6514

Children’s Music Academy
Bring Music 

to Life

Call or visit us Online 
for more info!

701 Broadway, Everett
childrenmusicacademy.com

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

LOT of winemaking 
Equip.-Ital. Corker, 
Carboys(3), demi-
john, bottles(5),hy-
drometer, many 

corks/sleeves, 
bottle tree & more. 
$150 or B.R.O. Mike 
617-721-9138
1/26
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

Fifteen mayors and city 
managers from across 
Massachusetts announced 
their support for The Work 
and Family Mobility Act 
in a letter submitted to the 
Joint Committee on Trans-
portation.

The bill, currently 
awaiting a report from the 
Committee, would allow 
immigrants without status 
to qualify for a Massachu-
setts Standard Driver’s 
License, as long as there 
is valid proof of identity, 
date of birth, and Massa-
chusetts residency.

The Act was reported 
favorably from the Com-
mittee on Transportation 
in 2020 and was poised 
for passage last session 
when the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit. Reintroduced 
this session, the bill has 
now earned more than 
100 co-sponsors in the 
House and Senate, and the 
Driving Families Forward 
Coalition supporting the 
bill has grown to include 

more than 270 endorsing 
organizations, including 
community, health, faith, 
labor, business, and law 
enforcement leaders.

Mayors and Managers 
from Amherst, Arlington, 
Boston, Brockton, Brook-
line, Cambridge (Mayor 
and City Manager), Chel-
sea, Malden, Medford, 
Newton, Randolph, Re-
vere, Salem and Swamp-
scott joined together in 
support of the bill. In the 
letter officials noted that 
the proposal would great-
ly improve road safety 
and increase the ease with 
which law enforcement 
officers conduct their reg-
ular duties.

“[T]his bill would pro-
vide broad benefits to our 
municipalities. Our streets 
will be safer for every-
one when all drivers have 
passed road tests, and ve-
hicles are registered and 
insured,” the letter reads, 
in part. “Indeed, many of 
our policy chiefs support 

the bill as a public safety 
tool and agree that it will 
enable law enforcement to 
better identify individuals 
at traffic stops or scenes of 
an accident”

“All Boston and Mas-
sachusetts adults deserve 
access to driver’s licenses 
regardless of immigration 
status. I support the Fami-
ly Mobility Act because it 
will make all of us safer,” 
said Boston Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu.

“The Work and Family 
Mobility Act is a com-
monsense measure that 
will improve the safety of 
our streets and strengthen 
the ability of Massachu-
setts families and workers 
to access essential ser-
vices, health care, educa-
tion, and places of work,” 
said Mayor Kim Driscoll 
of Salem. “Massachusetts 
cities and towns have con-
sistently stepped forward 
to help all of our residents, 
and now we’re calling on 
the legislature to do the 

Driver’s license bill wins support of 15 mayors and managers
same. This measure is 
endorsed by both law en-
forcement leaders and ad-
vocates for our immigrant 
neighbors. Let’s make 
sure our Commonwealth 
is a place that works for 
and welcomes everyone 
by adopting this important 
legislation.”

“Providing access to 
driver’s licenses to im-
migrants makes all of 
our communities safer 
and more equitable,” said 
Newton Mayor Ruthanne 
Fuller.

“Swampscott is one of 
the most densely settled 
communities in the Com-

monwealth. As we look 
to the future, it’s clear we 
need a focus on pedestri-
an safety and complete 
streets to help balance 
the needs of all modes of 
transportation,” said Sean 
Fitzgerald, Swampscott 
Town Administrator.

“Welcoming new resi-
dents, regardless of where 
they come from or the 
circumstances of their 
arrival, is important to 
the long-term economic 
and social well-being of 
Greater Boston and the 
entire Commonwealth,” 
said Lizzi Weyant, Dep-
uty Executive Director of 

Public Affairs and Advo-
cacy at the Metropolitan 
Area Planning Council 
(MAPC) in Boston, which 
led the creation of the mu-
nicipal sign-on letter sent 
to the transportation com-
mittee.  

“The Legislature has a 
real opportunity to mean-
ingfully address some 
of the structural barriers 
facing our undocumented 
residents,” said Weyant. 
“This legislation gives 
us an opportunity to start 
to change the way that 
we treat and include vital 
members of our commu-
nities.”

Massachusetts State 
Fire Marshal Peter J. Os-
troskey announced a new 
public service announce-
ment campaign that en-
courages smoke alarm 
awareness among older 
adults, who are at greater 
risk of dying in a fire. The 
PSAs are available for dis-
tribution through the De-
partment of Fire Services.

The “Dear Grandma 
/ Querida Abuela” cam-
paign started this month 
on television and radio 
stations in the Boston, 
Worcester, and Springfield 
media markets. Recorded 
in both English and Span-
ish, it features a grand-
daughter writing a letter 
to her grandmother about 
all the things she looks 

forward to doing together, 
interspersed with messag-
es about the importance 
of having working smoke 
alarms and replacing 
alarms after 10 years.

“In Massachusetts and 
nationwide, people over 
65 have a disproportion-
ately high risk of dying 
in a fire,” said State Fire 
Marshal Ostroskey. “Ev-
eryone should have work-
ing smoke alarms in their 
homes, but we developed 
this PSA to reach older 
adults in particular be-
cause of the higher sta-
tistical risk they face. In-
stalling smoke alarms on 
every floor of the home, 
checking them regularly, 
and replacing them after 
10 years can dramatically 

reduce that risk.”
Nationwide, about 

60% of fatal fires occur 
in homes without work-
ing smoke alarms.  And in 
Massachusetts, people 65 
and older comprise about 
17% of the population but 
about 50% of last year’s 
fatal fire victims. 

The PSAs are avail-
able for download at the 
Department of Fire Ser-
vices web page and can 
be linked or shared from 
the DFSYouTube chan-
nel. They complement 
the DFS Senior SAFE 
program, which provides 
grant funding for local fire 
departments to provide 
fire and life safety educa-
tion for older adults.

New smoke alarm PSAs geared toward older adults
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Fresh and Local

Stock your soup pantry
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

What should you have 
on hand to prepare a home-
made soup? Stocking a 
soup pantry is a perfect 
task for a winter shopping 
trip. Having stock or broth 
is terrific but not essential. 
You can make soup with 
water and scraps and still 
have a delicious meal.

We usually have home-
made chicken stock on 
hand made from the bones 
of a rotisserie chicken or 
as a result of poaching a 
whole chicken with some 
extra wings, backs, necks, 

and chicken feet added to 
the pot. 

Penny is just as likely to 
use a box of chicken, veg-
etable, or mushroom stock 
to make a soup with lots of 
other flavor components. 
She saves her homemade 
treasure for simple soups 
where the broth is the star. 

Try different brands of 
stock to find those that 
suit your taste. Since salt 
is something you want to 
control, we recommend 
low-sodium or no-salt-
added for any commercial 
product you add to your 
pot. That includes stocks, 

broths, tomatoes, and 
beans.

Crisper Drawer Items
Over the past couple of 

years, we’ve added a few 
new soup favorites to our 
crisper drawer. Fresh fen-
nel bulbs and leeks wait 
alongside celery and car-
rots. There’s usually some 
cabbage or greens ready 
to add bulk and fiber to 
soupy meals.

While the soup sim-
mers, you may add bunch-
es of parsley, cilantro, 
dill, mint, or whatever 
your favorite soups need 

for depth of flavor. Then 
sprinkle more of the same 
herbs for a bright finish 
when served.

Roots and Bulbs
Onions, shallots, garlic, 

potatoes, and sweet pota-
toes all have separate cool, 
dry, airy, lightly-covered 
containers on our pantry 
shelves. Don’t store your 
onions and potatoes to-
gether. The ethylene gas 
produced and emitted by 
onions can cause potatoes 
to ripen, sprout, and rot 
faster. 

Add Fiber for  
Filling Soups

Rice, noodles, pasta, 
dumplings, beans, and 
legumes all add heft and 
nutrition to your soup. We 
always cook and store our 
rice, noodles, and pasta 
separately and add it to the 
soup as we serve it. That 
way, the grains don’t soak 
up all the broth and be-
come stodgy. 

Pre-Made and   
Ready-to-Go

Here again, you have 
the option of buying some 
commercially-prepared 
versions of these addi-
tions. We use frozen pre-
cooked rice and beans in 
cans, pouches, and boxes. 
If chopping and dicing 
are not your thing, look 
for prepared containers of 
pre-cut mirepoix (celery, 
carrots, and onions) and 
other peeled and chopped 
vegetables in the produce 
department.

We can grab a bag of 
frozen peas or corn from 
our freezer to add to soups 
when those vegetables 
are not in season. We also 
have ginger and table-
spoon-size dollops of pe-
sto and tomato paste in a 
freezer container marked 
“flavors.”

Other Soup Tips
Penny has been replac-

ing starches (like potatoes) 
with rutabagas in some 
soups and stews because 

these members of the tur-
nip family freeze and thaw 
better when she makes big 
batches. 

If a soup is too thin, you 
can thicken it by mashing 
some of its vegetables or 
blending part of the soup 
and adding it back to the 
pot. An immersion blend-
er is perfect for this task. 
Add water or stock if it’s 
too thick, and give it a few 
minutes of slow simmer to 
blend. 

For variety, set up a 
soup exchange with an-
other cook. We did this 
and swapped quarts of 
flavorful soups with good 
friends. We are also look-
ing forward to having a 
soup party as our first roof 
deck gathering this spring.

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

Our homemade chicken stock stars in bowls where the broth takes the lead, like in this 
chicken noodle soup which we made, very quickly, from leftovers.

WEEKEND 
CURBSIDE 
TEXTILE 
COLLECTION

Starting February 2022, 
by appointment only. 
Visit boston.gov/
textiles to schedule 
a pickup.

Locally Owned & Operated by Tom DiGregorio

winterize special
$$49499595

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

WINTER 
IS here

is your 

car ready? Celebrating
 79 Years in Revere

• Oil Change
• Tire Rotation
• Check fluid levels

By John Lynds

East Boston’s Constitu-
tion Beach will host Save 
the Harbor/Save the Bay’s 
annual polar plunge to 
raise money for summer 
beach programs. 

The annual event that 
raises tens of thousands 
of dollars each year for 
the Better Beaches grant 
program is usually held 
in Southie but will move 
to Constitution Beach on 
Sunday, March 6. 

“We are excited to be 
back together in person 
for the annual Shamrock 
Splash presented by Arc-
tic Chill,” said Save the 
Harbor/Save the Bay’s 
Bruce Berman. “With our 
normal spot in Southie un-
der construction, we will 
be splashing in Eastie this 
year. This is your opportu-
nity to make a huge impact 
on your community, and 
bring free programming 
to our beaches through the 
Better Beaches Program.”

Registration for the an-
nual event opened Tues-
day and registered teams 

can fundraise now through 
the day of the splash. You 
can register for the event 
at http://shamrocksplash.
org/default.asp. 

With registration in-
dividuals and teams get 
Harpoon beer, a Shamrock 
Splash koozie, and entry 
into a raffle to win round 
trip flights on JetBlue. The 
more money a team or in-
dividual raises the more 
opportunity there is to win 
a prize. 

“For those of you who 
want to join in the fun at 
home, we will still have 
a virtual participation 
option,” said Burman. 
“Record a video of your 
splash by Friday, March 4 
and your submission will 
be in the running for the 
JetBlue prizes.”

During the month of 
February Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay will be 
awarding weekly fund-
raising prizes. 

“For our new friends 
and supporters, the Sham-
rock Splash is our annual 
polar plunge where we 
gather on a chilly, and 

sometimes snowy, beach 
to splash into the clean 
water of Boston Harbor 
to raise money for our 
Better Beaches grant pro-
gram,” said Burman. “The 
program partners with lo-
cal organizations to plan 
free events and programs 
on our region’s beaches 
from Nahant to Nantas-
ket during the warmer 
months. We can’t wait for 
you to join our efforts in 
raising more money than 
ever this year to invest 
back into our community.”

Last year, Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay and the 
Department of Conserva-
tion & Recreation (DCR) 
awarded $32,500 in Better 
Beaches program grants 
to five Eastie organiza-
tions and individuals to 
support free beach events 
and programs throughout 
the summer.

In Eastie, the East 
Boston YMCA, Harbor-
keepers, NOAH (Neigh-
borhood of Affordable 
Housing), Piers Park Sail-
ing Center and Triangle, 
Inc. All nonprofits hosted 

events including wellness 
classes, a maritime fes-
tival, kayaking and the 
“Beach:Ability” program 
for people with disabili-
ties.

The grants awarded 
in Eastie were part of 

$300,000 in Better Beach-
es grants to 67 organiza-
tions and creatives to sup-
port 150 free beach events 
and programs in nine 
communities, as in-per-
son public programming 
resumed on the region’s 

public beaches. 
The grants were made 

possible with the over 
$50,000 in proceeds raised 
from the Shamrock Splash 
as well as funds from the 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation.

Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s annual Shamrock Splash moves to Eastie

A scene from last year’s Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s annual Shamrock Splash in 
Southie. This year the annual polar plunge fundraising effort for the Better Beaches grant 
program will be held at East Boston’s Constitution Beach. 
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