
By John Lynds

District 1 City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards came out 

on top Tuesday night and 
made history once again 
as the first female woman 
of color to be nominated 

to the First Suffolk & Mid-
dlesex Senate seat. If there 
is no Republican challeng-
er for the January 11 Gen-

eral Election, Edwards is 
on her way from City Hall 
to Beacon Hill. 

“This is a moment to 
celebrate,” said Edwards 
at her victory party at 
Spinelli’s in East Boston. 
“I’m just overwhelmed by 
this moment, but I can as-
sure you no one will forget 
this race. When I first ran 
for Senate in 2016 peo-
ple asked, “Who is this 
girl?” but now this girl is 
the Senator for the First 
Suffolk & Middlesex Dis-
trict. I’m just so grateful 
to all of you, my entire 
universe. I want to thank 
my entire team because 
without them I wouldn’t 
be here.  They always had 
my back.” District wide Edwards 

received 60 percent of the 
vote with challenger An-
thony D’Ambrosio’s 40 
percent of the vote.  

Edwards won Boston 

wards and precincts in 
East Boston, the North 
End, Beacon Hill, Bay 
Village and Chinatown 
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Deadlines for the Christmas 
week publication on 

Dec. 22 are Monday at 5 P.M.
Thank You! Happy HolidaysBOB MARRA PHOTO

Isabella Munoz has her sights set on scoring two of her ten points as she led the Lady Jets to a 32-19 win over Excel-South 
Boston Monday at East Boston High School. See Page 8 for more photos.

By John Lynds

Last week the Bos-
ton City Council sent a 
$399,000 East Boston 
Foundation grant to fund 
programming at East 
Boston’s first ever Senior 
Center to the Council’s 
Committee on Strong 
Women, Families and 
Communities for further 
review. 

Once the details of the 
grant are reviewed by the 
committee the Council 
will vote to authorize the 
city’s Age Strong Com-
mission to serve as ad-
ministrators of the money. 
The grant will be used for 
programming at the senior 
center that is currently 
under construction at the 
former Orient Heights 
Branch of the Boston Pub-
lic Library. 

Construction on the fu-
ture senior center began 
in Summer 2020 at the 
former library across from 
Orient Heights MBTA sta-
tion. 

Throughout August and 
September 2020, interior 
demolition took place, and 
construction started on. 
Construction work on the 
senior center will include 
accessibility upgrades, 

new HVAC systems, new 
elevator, window replace-
ments, landscaping, new 
utilities, new bathrooms, 
new kitchen, sprinkler 
system and roof replace-
ment. 

The renderings released 
by the city show the com-
pleted senior center will 
have an all glass, 850 
square foot addition that 
will house the senior cen-
ter’s main entrance, lobby, 
elevator and stairwell. The 
renderings also show the 
outdoor terrace that is part 
of the design. 

For decades East Bos-
ton’s senior citizens and 
senior groups like the 
Golden Age Club have 
been clamoring for their 
own space in the com-
munity. Currently, Eastie 
seniors share space at oth-
er non-profits for senior 
programs, social hours, 
parties and other events. 
A dedicated senior center 
would allow seniors to 
accomplish these things 
within the confines of 
their own permanent lo-
cation. 

Investments from the 
Massport-funded East 
Boston Foundation were 

By John Lynds

When the school year 
started,  Patrick J Kennedy 
Elementary School Princi-
pal Kristen Goncalves saw 
both academic and social 
emotional gaps in her stu-
dents resulting from 18 
months of remote learning 
as a result of the COVID 
pandemic. 

Goncalves said many 
students lacked the mental 
stamina to get through the 
school day, while others 
struggled with basics like 
book handling skills.  

Three months into the 
new school year, educa-
tors like Goncalves and 
her staff are still feeling 
the pandemic’s impact on 

learning, instruction, and 
student wellbeing. 

Recently the Boston 
Schools Fund’s Re-Cen-
tering program visited the 
Kennedy and four other 
schools to learn how they 
are using Boston Schools 
Fund’s $40,000 Re-Cen-
tering Implementation 
grants. The visits helped 
the program gain insight 
into how other schools 
can use outside support 
to shift the focus back to 
what matters most to their 
students.

For example, over at 
the Kennedy the Boston 
Schools Fund’s Re-Cen-
tering program connected 
Goncalves with a leader-
ship coach from Attuned 

Education Partners and 
peers from other schools 
in the cohort. 

“It’s been nice to have 
a bank of resources avail-
able and have people to 
re-center me in what my 
priorities are,” said Gon-
calves. “It reminds me I’m 
not alone in feeling the ef-
fects of the pandemic and 
there is a way to recover.” 

Goncalves added the 
Re-Centering funds also 
allowed the Kennedy to 
acquire intervention re-
sources to build math flu-
ency, regain foundational 
phonics skills, and build 
on the school’s pre-pan-
demic work with ESL 
and inclusion. Fifty-seven 
percent of Goncalves’s 

students at the PJK are 
English language learners. 

“After almost an entire 
year of remote learning, 
schools must be strate-
gic in how they approach 
classroom instruction this 
year, to ensure that curric-
ulum, professional devel-
opment, and staffing are 
all working to meet a wide 
range of student academic 
needs,” said Chief Strat-
egy Officer for Boston 
Schools Fund.Kerry Do-
nahue. “Leaders must also 
prioritize social emotional 
health to establish a sup-
portive school culture for 
both students and adults 
that recognizes the amount 

Re-Centering Implementation grants at Eastie’s 
PJ Kennedy Elementary School a much needed lifeline

Senior Center program 
funding now in Council
committee for review

See LIFELINE Page 2

See FUNDING Page 3

Edwards wins State Senate Primary Election

Shown above, Lydia Edwards is greeted by a room full of happy supporters at Spinelli’s 
Banquet Hall following the results of the Dec. 14 State Senate Primary Election.

See ELECTION Page 3

Lydia Edwards addresses her supporters during her victory 
party at Spinelli’s.

Christmas 
Kids pages 5 
through 7
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Lifeline//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 All women over 40 should 
have a mammogram once 
a year. Breast cancer 
found early offers the best 
chance to be cured. Free 
or low cost mammograms 
are available. 

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms Save Lives.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a year. 
Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345Mammograms Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

Mammograms 
Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should 

have a mammogram once a 

year. Breast cancer found 

early offers the best chance 

to be cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

For more information and 

answers to any of your cancer 

questions, contact us any time, 

day or night.

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org        1.800.ACS.2345

Hope.Progress.Answers.®

News in Brief

CELEBRATING THE 
WINTER SOLSTICE 
WITH MUSIC AND 
SPOKEN WORD

First Church in Bos-
ton, Unitarian  Universal-
ist, continues its tradition 
of offering  a Celebration 
of the Winter Solstice 
on Tuesday, December 21, 
at 7 PM at the church, 66 
Marlborough St. in Back 

Bay.  
In time-honored tra-

dition, we will  welcome 
the darkness but also an-
ticipate the return of the 
light with music, song and 
spoken word. Participants 
include Irish Harpist Aine 
Minogue, pianist Jacque-
line Schwab, First Church 
Interim Minister Edmund 
Robinson and Music Di-

rector Gigi Mitchell-Vel-
asco, tenor Noel Velasco 
and bass William Thor-
pe. (The audience will be 
required to wear masks 
during the performance, 
and all performers will be 
masked except when per-
forming.)

The event is free and 
open to the public, but do-
nations are accepted.

By John Lynds

Boston Police officers 
assigned to ther Drug 
Control Unit in East Bos-
ton arrested two people 
Saturday on drug and gun 
related charges. 

The incident occurred 
just after 3 pm Saturday 
when officers from Dis-
trict A-7’s Drug Control 
Unit were conducting a 
drug investigation in the 
area of Maverick Square 
and spotted a vehicle 
occupied by two males 
stopped in front of 30 Bre-
men Street. The two males 
proceeded to pick up a 
male passenger. Accord-
ing to police, the vehicle 
turned right onto Margin-

al Street and immediately 
dropped off the male pas-
senger they had picked up 
a few minutes prior. .

Believing that a street 
level drug transaction had 
just transpired, the drug 
unit officers initiated a 
traffic stop of the vehicle 
after. 

After a search of the ve-
hicle officers recovered a 
Taurus .38 caliber revolv-
er loaded with six rounds, 
eight plastic baggies of 
suspected Fentanyl, two 
digital scales and a white 
rock like substance be-
lieved to be crack cocaine. 

Officers arrested 
Giovanni Nolan, 24, of 
Lynn and charged him 

with Trafficking Class A 
(Fentanyl), Possession 
with Intent to Distribute 
Class B, Drugs (Crack 
Cocaine), Unlawful Pos-
session of a Firearm and 
Unlawful Possession of 
Ammunition. 

A 17-year-old male ju-
venile will be summoned 
into court on Traffick-
ing Class A (Fentanyl), 
Possession with Intent to 
Distribute Class B, Drugs 
(Crack Cocaine), Unlaw-
ful Possession of a Fire-
arm and Unlawful Posses-
sion of Ammunition.

During the booking 
process officers seized 
$605.00 USC from No-
lan’s left pocket. 

DO YOU OWN A HOME IN BOSTON AND NEED HELP WITH 
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By John Lynds

Rep. Adrian Madaro’s 
bill, H.968, An Act Im-
proving Air Quality in 
Airport Environmental 
Justice Communities has 
become a key piece of leg-
islation being considered 
on Beacon Hill that aims 
to improve the quality of 
life for thousands of East-
ie residents. 

“I was proud to work 
with the committee last 
session on landmark En-
vironmental Justice legis-
lation, and look forward 
now to building upon this 
work by addressing issues 
affecting Environmen-
tal Justice communities,” 
said Madaro. “For my dis-
trict of East Boston, the 
focus of environmental 
justice is Logan Airport. 
As an Environmental Jus-
tice neighborhood com-
posed of working-class, 
immigrant, and communi-
ties of color, we deal with 
a disproportionate burden 
of both noise and air pol-
lution from the airport.”

First, the bill mandates 
a network of air pollu-
tion monitors throughout 
airport host communities 
because Massport does 
not actually do regular re-
al-time measuring of air 
pollution. 

“Monitors will give us 

data of where and when 
we are experiencing the 
most pollution, how high 
those levels are, and even 
the specific sources re-
sponsible,” said Madaro. 

Under the the data will 
be made available to the 
public in real-time, so res-
idents are able to use it to 
inform their own health 
and activity decisions. The 
bill would also require 
a revised Logan Health 
study,” he said. “The last 
health study occurred in 
2010. It went over-length 
and under-budget, and 
didn’t make any explic-
it connections between 
health issues and pollu-
tion. This revised health 
study will fill in some of 
those gaps.”

Due to the higher num-
bers of pulmonary diseas-
es in the area due to Logan 
operations, members of 
AIRInc. recently sent a 
letter urging lawmakers to 
adopt Madaro’s bill.  

“Aside from childhood 
asthma and COPD, the 
noise and air pollution 
generated by airports, 
among other transporta-
tion sources, have been 
found to cause cancer, 
heart disease, hyperten-
sion, autism, stroke, and 
learning disabilities in 
school children, among 
many other morbidities,” 

said AIRInc.’s Vice Presi-
dent Chris Marchi. “More-
over, a preponderance of 
recent research suggests 
that ultrafine pollution 
particles which bypass the 
body’s defenses and are 
currently unregulated by 
the EPA cause systemic 
inflammation and acceler-
ate all morbidities toward 
death.”

Marchi said the legis-
lature takes the only rea-
sonable and responsible 
actions available to re-
quire Massport to assume 
accountability for the pol-
lution impacts created by 
their tenant airlines and 
passengers. 

“The legislation also 
establishes a transparent 
system by which measure-
ments of these impacts 
can be taken with suffi-
cient spatial and temporal 
granularity to characterize 
the severity of exposures 
across the impact area,” 
said Marchi. “Massport 
will assume responsibil-
ity for these impacts by 
establishing reasonable 
thresholds and objec-
tives necessary to protect 
public health in exposed 
communities as well as 
implement effective and 
immediate safeguards to 
reduce and mitigate these 
impacts to the greatest ex-
tent possible.”

Eastie officers make drug, gun bust
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The gun and drugs seized Saturday during a traffic stop in East Boston. 

Rep. Madaro’s bill to improve air quality 
in Environmental Justice Communities 

of disruption and change 
that has taken place.”

The five schools chosen 
for the program represent 
some of the neighborhoods 
most impacted by the pan-
demic -   like the Kenne-
dy in Eastie, the William 
E. Channing Elementa-
ry School in Hyde Park,  
the Mendell Elementary 
School in Roxbury,   the 
Richard J. Murphy K-8 
School in Dorchester, 
and the Charles H. Tay-
lor Elementary School in 

Mattapan.   Each school 
received a comprehensive 
needs assessment before 
the start of the school year 
to identify where leaders 
should focus their efforts. 
The schools will then be 
followed throughout the 
year to determine the im-
pact of the pandemic on 
the school and the efficacy 
of school based recovery 
efforts.  

In March 2021 Bos-
ton Schools Fund also 
launched EdRecentered.

org — a central hub for 
its Re-Centering Schools 
initiative work. In part-
nership with Attuned, they 
also released a compre-
hensive School Re-Cen-
tering Guide to inform 
leaders as they prioritize 
pandemic recovery efforts 
for their own schools. 
This guide, along with 
dedicated coaching from 
Attuned, has served as the 
foundation for the experi-
ence of the Re-Centering 
Schools cohort.
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as well as wards and pre-
cincts in Cambridgeport. 

In East Boston, Ed-
wards totalled 1,958 votes 
with D’Ambrosio receiv-
ing 774. 

As expected, D’Ambro-
sio, who was elected to the 
Revere School Committee 
in 2019, won his home 
city handily with 3,121 
votes to Edwards’s 933 
votes, but the turnout there 
was lower than expected.

In Winthrop, where 
some felt D’Ambrosio 
might pull off a win, Ed-
wards won Winthrop with 
1,189 votes to D’Ambro-
sio’s 873, and carried all 
but one precinct in the 
Town.

Councilor Edwards, an 
Eastie resident, previously 
ran for the Senate seat after 
former State Senator An-

thony Petrucelli left office 
in 2016. While unsuccess-
ful in that race, Edwards 
went on to run for the 
District One City Council 
seat, which includes East-
ie, Charlestown, and the 
North End, the following 
year. She went on to win 
that race and has served on 
the council ever since. 

Anthony D’Ambrosio 
was gracious in defeat at a 
gathering of his supporters 
at Casa Lucia.

“Going forward, we’re 
going to be represented by 
a really good person, a re-
ally smart person in Lydia 
Edwards,” said D’Ambro-
sio. “It’s in all of our best 
interests, it’s in our com-
munity’s best interest to 
have a vested stake in her 
success here. I really want 
to emphasize this: she’s 

one of the smartest people 
I’ve ever met. And that’s 
pretty clear. And she’s 
going to do really, really 
great things.”

D’Ambrosio thanked 
his supporters, telling 
them, “I feel joy and grat-

itude. You all provided 
a platform for me, and I 
was able to advocate for a 
message and I hope that I 
made you proud.”

Cary Shuman contrib-
uted to this story.

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

One of the great gifts 
you can give your dog 
in the next year is taking 
steps, no matter what their 
age, to prevent dementia 
and improve their quality 
of life. In dogs, dementia 
is called canine cognitive 
dysfunction (CCD). Many 
of the same lifestyle habits 
known to help brain health 
in humans also apply to 
our dogs.

Research Shows
Researcher Sarah Yar-

borough at the University 
of Washington recently 
published her findings on 
common factors reported 
in dogs with CCD. Her 
study found, “... odds of 
CCD was 6.47 times high-
er in dogs who were not 
active compared to those 
who were very active.” 
In addition, she noted, 
“When controlling for 
age, breed type, activity 
level, and other comorbid-
ities, dogs with a history 
of neurological, eye, or ear 
disorders had higher odds 
of CCD…”

These findings trans-
late to the same steps that 
we can take ourselves 
to promote healthier ag-
ing. You protect your dog 
from CCD by increasing 
exercise, and by doing 
it together, you protect 
yourself. It’s a win-win 
situation. Always consult 
both your doctors before 
starting any big change in 
exercise routines.

We know that loss of 
sensory input increases the 
danger of dementia in hu-
mans. That’s why seniors 
need to have their hear-
ing tested and use hear-
ing aids as recommended. 
Scientists are working on 
hearing aids for dogs, and 
corrective eye surgery 
for dogs is now standard. 
However, we as guard-
ians can make sure we 
are aware of and provide 
the necessary care to pre-
vent ear and eye infections 
from causing deafness and 
blindness. 

Good nutrition and 
proper weight control are 
other steps we can take 
to protect our dogs from 
CCD. Cailin R. Heinze, 
VMD, MS, DACVIM 
from Tufts University’s 
Cummings Veterinary 
Medical Center wrote, 
“... diets with increased 
concentrations of fish oil, 
B vitamins, arginine, an-
tioxidants from fruit and 
vegetables as well as vi-
tamin E and C, and me-
dium chain triglycerides 
have been demonstrat-
ed to improve cognitive 

function in aged dogs and 
cats.” 

On your next visit, ask 
your veterinarian to rec-
ommend safe ways to 
use these findings in your 
dog’s diet. You might also 
ask for a consultation with 
a veterinary nutritionist if 
your dog shows symptoms 
of CCD.

Some humans do cross-
word puzzles to engage 
their brains. You can pro-
vide your dog with brain 
stimulation by engaging 
her in play and training 
or retraining sessions. Old 
dogs can and should learn 
new tricks and training is a 
lifelong responsibility for 
dog families.

Symptoms of Canine 
Cognitive Dysfunction 
Prevention is a lifelong 

program to prevent brain 
degeneration. However, 
there are still things you 
can do if your older dog 
is showing symptoms of 
CCD. Don’t just blame old 
age if your dog is losing 
housetraining and soiling 
your home. Report this to 
your veterinary team be-
cause it may be a demen-
tia symptom or something 
else that can be corrected.

Changes in a dog’s 
sleep/wake cycles are an-
other reportable symptom, 
as is disorientation. You 
might also see increased 
separation anxiety, pho-
bias, excessive vocal-
ization, and changes in 
a dog’s interaction with 
people and other animals.

As your dog ages, note 
changes in these areas and 
ask your veterinarian to 
help you choose the best 
interventions for your par-
ticular animal. Keeping a 
log of what you notice is a 
great way to monitor how 
long changes have been 
happening and whether 
they are worsening or get-
ting better. Ed did this with 
our Maggie Mae when she 
had doggie dementia and 
it helped both us and her 
veterinary care team.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

City paws
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Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                  PRICE  	
Caboose Properties LLC  	 Schettino, John A	 26 Breed St                    	 $1,800,000
439 Chelsea Realty LLC	 Sullo Nicola Est       	 439 Chelsea St              	 $530,000
Defronzo, Rachel      	 Vitale, Wayne M      	 134 Coleridge St             	 $635,000
Sawjng LLC	 Cavaliere Francis R Est 	 5-11 Curtis St              	 $2,500,000
Gukasyan, Tigran	 10 Everett Dev LLC	 10-16 Everett St #206   	 $525,000
Munoz, Rafael A           	 Fagioli, Dolores	 120 Faywood Ave             	 $700,000
Nerbonne, Katelyn R   	 Miller, Mark	 1 Ipswich Pl               	 $894,500
Cancelliere, Nicholas	 Despe, Mary K	 321-325 Meridian St #1     	 $165,000
Sullivan, Michelle	 360 Meridian St LLC	 360 Meridian St #8        	 $500,000
Balbin, Margarita L	 Rodriguez, Jorge     	 68-70 Prescott St            	 $730,000
Tellet, Alejandro J    	 Powers, Justin	 276 Princeton St #3        	 $510,000
87 Putman LLC	 Beachmont Investment LLC	 87 Putnam St                 	 $1,090,000
Rodriguez, John	 Giuffre J Est      	 30-32 Saint Andrew Rd     	 $960,000
Sawjng LLC	 Cavaliere, Thomas  	 670 Saratoga St          	 $400,000
Naven, Russell	 Gardner, Stephanie	 863 Saratoga St #4          	 $512,000
Cheung, David N      	 Walley 19 LLC	 11 Walley St #206       	 $435,000

By John Lynds

Throughout the course 
of the pandemic East 
Boston has come togeth-
er in these difficult times 
to support and uplift their 
neighbors, immigrants, 
refugees and underserved 
youths.

One agency, the   East 
Boston Ecumenical Com-
munity Council (EBECC), 
has been able to continue 
providing regular services 
despite the impact of the 
pandemic. The EBECC 
continues distributing 
masks and sanitizing kits, 
offering its facilities, refer-
ring clients to testing sites, 
and to food distributing 
programs, and contacting 
housing and heating help 
services for individuals 
and families affected by 
unemployment. 

In the spirit of holiday 
giving, the Board of Di-
rectors of the EBECC is 
hoping residents can step 
up this season to help sup-
port the agency’s mission 
in the neighborhood. 

“First, we want to thank 
the community for every-
thing they have done to 
support our organization,” 
said EBECC CEO Frank 
Ramirez. “We are asking 
for your help again. We 
hope the holidays bring to 
your thoughts of giving to 
those in need the profound 
satisfaction from knowing 
that you are helping trans-
form lives in this com-
munity. In East Boston 
EBECC has been helping 
neighbors come together 
to achieve a better qual-
ity of life for the last 42 
years.”

Ramirez said the past 
year has been difficult and 
challenging but inspiring. 

“Only with your help 
EBECC has been able 
to provide the level of 
support our community 
needs,” he said. “We con-
tinue promoting the ad-
vancement of immigrants 
of all ages through educa-
tion, services, advocacy, 
community organizing, 
and leadership develop-
ment.”

Remix said just last 
year, EBECC assisted 
close to 5,000 Latino 
immigrant families and 
youths in Eastie to learn 
English and to integrate 
into a new society, acquire 
skills to become leaders 
and to reunite with their 
families. 

Ramirez said donation 
to the EBECC, whatever 
the amount, will make a 
real difference to the lives 
of the people the agency 
helps on a daily basis.

A donation of $1,500 
will help youth to partici-
pate in life skills training, 
leadership development 
workshops and comput-
er classes. A donation of 
$1,000 will help a father 
to have legal support that 
allows him to be reunit-
ed with his family. A do-
nation of $300 will help 
fund distant learning, ed-
ucational materials and 
supplies that help women 
and mothers learn basic 
English. A donation of 
$150 will help promote 
the participation of Lati-

no immigrant parents 
in Eastie to improve the 
Boston Public Schools. A 
donation of $50 will help 
prepare a confident group 
of women and youth to 
speak to elected officials 
and administrators about 
community issues and 
concerns.

“As EBECC’s Chief 
Executive Officer, I am 
proud to lead an organi-
zation that provides the 
community in East Bos-
ton with quality and valu-
able services to help them 
realize their hopes for a 
better life,” said Ramirez. 
“Please join me in sup-
porting EBECC’s mission 
by making a donation at 
the level of your choice. 
On behalf of EBECC, I 
thank you in advance for 
your kindness and gener-
osity.”

Donations can be 
made https://ebecc.
networkforgood.com/
projects/55255-fulfill-
ment-of-families-togeth-
er&utm_campaign=dms_
email_blast_1570424.

EBECC raises funds during holiday fundraising effort

realized through a miti-
gation package between 
the Port Authority and the 
Logan Impact Advisory 
Committee (LIAG). The 
two parties agreed the mit-
igation grants should help 
support the programming 
and operational needs of 
the newly-renovated cen-
ter once construction is 
complete.  

“Massport strives to be 
a good neighbor to our 
surrounding communi-
ties,” said Massport CEO 
Lisa Wieland when con-
struction began. “Over 
the years, with the help 
of East Boston residents 
and elected officials, we 
have fulfilled many com-
munity commitments in 

East Boston. Our support 
of this new Senior Center 
is a great example of these 

collaborative efforts.”
The City’s current bud-

get for the design and con-

struction is $5.43 million 
and the estimated comple-
tion date is spring 2022.

This photo shows the center’s entrance on Bayswater Street with the new 850 square foot 
addition.  The new senior center on the corner of Bayswater Street and Barnes Avenue is 
currently under construction and will be completed in 2020.

Funding//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Election //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Locally Owned & Operated by Tom DiGregorio

winterize special
$$49499595

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

WINTER 
IS COMING

is your 

car ready? Celebrating
 79 Years in Revere

• Oil Change
• Tire Rotation
• Check fluid levels

Preventing doggie dementia

Our lovely Maggie Mae had doggie dementia late in life 
but she still enjoyed her time on park benches.
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East Boston Social 
Centers, Inc. is excited to 
announce it has received 
$200,000 per year over 
three years from Boston 
Children’s Collaboration 
for Community Health. 

These funds will sig-
nificantly advance Every 
Child Shines’ work to 
ensure every East Boston 
child enters kindergar-
ten joyful, thriving and 
ready to learn.  We plan 
to recruit, train and sup-
port Parent Partners to 
increase parent’s child de-
velopment skills.  We will 
expand our Parent Part-
ners in the coming year 
to replace those that have 
moved into full time early 
childhood positions else-
where.  

We will enhance com-
munity-based parent sup-
port to help families ac-
cess programs to advance 
these goals.  A central 
focus will include cross 
sector community partner-
ships to identify service 
gaps and overlaps and ser-
vice needs—and to bol-
ster our collective work 
to support young learners 
and families.  

The grant to East Bos-
ton Social Centers, Inc. is 
part of Boston Children’s 
Hospital’s total commit-

ment of $53.4 million to 
support community orga-
nizations and agencies in 
their efforts to improve 
the health and well-being 
of children and families in 
Boston and across Mas-
sachusetts. Boston Chil-
dren’s is distributing these 
funds as part of an agree-
ment with the Massachu-
setts Department of Public 
Health’s Determination of 
Need Program. This is in 
addition to the hospital’s 
ongoing support for pro-
grams and partnerships. 

“This grant will help 
us to continue to build 
on our work in reaching 
those families who are 
not connected to formal 
services and are the hard-
est to reach, including 
new moms, single par-
ent homes and the isolat-
ed,” says Gloria DeVine, 
Director of East Boston 
Family Engagement Net-
work, East Boston Social 
Centers.

“Our collective family 
support work can finally 
be scaled to make stron-
ger impact with the gen-
erous funds from BCH.  
Our work is social justice 
oriented and will have 
transformative and radial 
positive effects on future 
generations of East Bos-

ton, “says Rosie M. Ba-
tista, Director Every Child 
Shines, East Boston So-
cial Centers.

“We have long recog-
nized that one of the best 
ways for Boston Chil-
dren’s to make a difference 
is to partner with others 
in the community,” says 
Shari Nethersole, MD, 
Executive Director for 
Community Health. “The 
Collaboration provides or-
ganizations with funding 
so they can establish the 
infrastructure needed to 
grow and lead or strength-
en their connections with 
partners to create more ef-
ficient systems of care and 
support.”

East Boston Social 
Centers is a multi-service 
agency and communi-
ty center that cultivates 
community, belonging, 
and joy. Founded in 1918 
to welcome and support 

immigrant families, East 
Boston Social Centers 
continues to proudly em-
brace “welcome” in all we 
do. Our core services range 
across educational, social, 
and recreational programs 
to support the diverse 
community of East Boston 
and our neighbors of all 
ages. For over a century, 
our programs and services 
have welcomed neigh-
bors of all ages, interests, 
and backgrounds through 
our doors. Each year, we 
provide direct program-
ming for 3,000+ children, 
teens, and adults, with an 
additional 30,000+ people 
benefiting from our meet-
ing spaces and community 
events.

If you would like for in-
formation on Every Child 
Shines, please contact 
Rosie M. Batista at rbatis-
ta@ebsoc.org.

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our 

mailing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.  Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to 
editor@eastietimes.com.   

Letters must be signed. We reserve the right 
to edit for length and content.
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Dr. Glenn Mollette 

We had difficulties 
when we were grow-
ing up in Martin county, 
Kentucky but overall, we 
thought we were doing 
okay. President Lyndon 
Johnson came to Inez, 
Kentucky in 1964 to let 
us know we weren’t doing 
very well. He began his 
campaign in our commu-
nity and we became the 
poster child for American 
poverty.    We hadn’t real-
ly thought of ourselves as 
poor until we started hear-
ing about ourselves in the 
news.

I had numerous friends 
who didn’t get much for 
Christmas. Often it was 
one or two small gifts or 
nothing at all.  

Several classmates at 
my elementary school in 
Tomahawk, Kentucky 
were fortunate if they had 
a coat to wear in the win-
ter. Ragged looking shoes 
on a kid’s feet during the 
winter was a common 
sight. 

Several classmates 
came to school to wash 
their faces and hands in 
the boys’ bathroom. The 
school lunch was the only 
decent meal some of the 
kids ate during the week. 

It was a while before 

President Johnson’s 1964 
promises started helping 
our area.    Even with the 
roll out of government 
assistance many fami-
lies subsisted until the 
coal boom of the sev-
enties which has almost 
died.    Today our county 
is reinventing itself with 
agriculture, a service cen-
ter to aid bitcoin mining, 
tourism and small busi-
nesses. 

I don’t remember every 
Christmas, but I remem-
ber one. My dad broke 
his back falling off a barn 
when I was a child. He 
was out of work for sev-
eral months and in those 
days, we didn’t have gov-
ernment safety nets to see 
us through tough financial 
times. Christmas came as 
usual and we did put up a 
tree. Our family gathered 
on Christmas Eve and 
we had food, fellowship 
and laughter.   We always 
raised a garden and my 
parents stored food so it 
came in handy during 
tough times.   

I expected nothing for 
Christmas that year be-
cause the heaviness of 
family financial pressure 
was obvious even as a 
child.      Surprisingly, my 
mother handed me a small 
wrapped box that Christ-

mas Eve and said Merry 
Christmas. I was shocked 
because I expected noth-
ing that year. Opening the 
box, I found a watch that 
had numbers that glowed 
in the dark. It may have 
cost $5 but it was priceless 
to me.    I was thrilled and 
wore it every night to just 
look at the glowing num-
bers. 

Dad was recuperating 
that Christmas. His tem-
porary disability and our 
financial stress made life 
gloomy for us that year. 
Yet, here I am remember-
ing that Christmas as one 
of the best of all. It was 
during that Christmas that 
I remember the presence 
of family. Mom and dad 
were alive. We had food 
to eat. We had a roof over 
our heads and our family 
had each other.   

This may not be your 
best Christmas, but may-
be, just maybe you can 
still have Christmas. 

The empty chair is 
painful. Depression is 
real. Financial or other 
personal difficulties may 
have disabled you.  Mil-
lions have died from 
Covid-19. Thousands are 
suffering from horrific 
tornadoes and loss of life. 
Hurricanes have pound-
ed us in the East and fires 

have incinerated our West. 
In the midst of all this in-
flation eats away at Amer-
ica’s paychecks like an 
unchecked malignancy. 

The message of Christ-
mas is the story of peasant 
parents, enduring difficult 
travel, taxes to be paid 
and no place to sleep but 
a barn and a cow’s trough 
for their newborn baby. 
Somehow, they found 
strength in each other and 
in God who brought them 
and their baby through 
a very difficult time. We 
never forget their story 
and their plight, it’s truly a 
Christmas worth remem-
bering.

We are going to remem-
ber this Christmas, no 
doubt. Somehow, some-
way, with God’s help and 
each other, may this be a 
Christmas worth remem-
bering. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

Somehow, some way, may this be a Christmas worth remembering
‘TIS THE SEASON FOR GIVING 
-- AND NEVER HAS THE NEED 

BEEN MORE URGENT
 “It was the best of times; it was the worst of times.” 

-- Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities.

With Christmas fast approaching, most of us will be 
rushing about -- either to the stores and malls or on-line 
--- to do our holiday shopping in hopes of finding that “per-
fect” gift for our family members and loved ones.

Despite the pandemic that has ravaged our nation in so 
many ways, most Americans actually are doing okay, if not 
extremely well. Sure, the pandemic has made life inconve-
nient and not as enjoyable as usual for everybody, but most 
of us are getting along just fine.

Those who are able to work from home have not suf-
fered a loss of income. And for those among us who have 
any sort of investments, from real estate to the stock market 
to certain types of small businesses, the pandemic has been 
a boon.

However, the good economic news for the majority of 
Americans has not been shared by all. For a sizable mi-
nority of our fellow citizens, the effects of the pandemic 
represent an existential disaster.

Millions of Americans of all ages, in a percentage great-
er than at any time since the Great Depression, are strug-
gling financially. 

To put it in stark terms, more Americans, including fam-
ilies in our own communities, are going hungry than at any 
time in our history. 

Far too many of our fellow citizens, including children, 
live either in shelters or in similar temporary housing ar-
rangements -- or on the streets -- because the reality of our 
economy has left them out in the cold -- literally -- thanks 
to the pandemic.

The homeless always have been among us, but the scope 
and depth of the problem is far beyond anything that has 
been experienced in our lifetime. The vast discrepancy be-
tween the enormous wealth enjoyed by some Americans 
and the abject poverty being endured by others is similar to 
what has existed in major urban centers in South America 
and India -- but it now is happening right here in the U.S.A.

For these millions of Americans, the holiday season 
brings no joy.

Psychologists tell us that the Biblical directive, that we 
should give to those who are less fortunate, actually is the 
best gift that we can give to ourselves. Helping others ac-
tivates regions of the brain associated with pleasure, social 
connection, and trust, creating the so-called “warm glow” 
effect. 

Never in the lifetime of anybody reading this editorial 
has the need for donations to local food banks been more 
urgent. There will be ample opportunity to do so in the 
coming days to make the holidays brighter for those who 
are less fortunate -- and there is no excuse for failing to do 
so.

GOP’S OPPOSITION TO 
RACHAEL ROLLINS

The unprecedented opposition, accompanied by unprec-
edented vitriol, by the Republican members of the U.S. 
Senate to the nomination of Suffolk County District Atty. 
Rachael Rollins for the position of U.S. Attorney for the 
Massachusetts district has laid bare their driven agenda.

Here is what Tom Cotton, the odious Arkansas Senator, 
said during a hearing of the Senate Judiciary Committee in 
opposing Ms. Rollins’s nomination:

“Miss Rollins appears to measure success as a prose-
cutor not by how many victims and innocent people she 
protects, but rather by how many criminals she keeps from 
facing consequences. If she’s confirmed as the US attorney, 
the cartels and the gangs that are fueling violence and death 
in our communities will be gleeful. Rachael Rollins wants 
to destroy the criminal justice system from within. That’s 
not hyperbole.” 

Cotton’s last line -- “That’s not hyperbole” -- ordinarily 
would be laughable, but unfortunately it is illustrative of 
the way that leading GOP politicians are gaslighting the 
country these days to appeal to the basest of their base.

Senator Cotton’s sham statement also has put on full dis-
play the propensity among leading GOP politicians to bully 
women, and that is doubly so for women of color. We recall 
the vote by Mitch McConnell and the GOP-controlled Sen-
ate in 2017 that silenced Senator Elizabeth Warren during 
the confirmation hearing for Jeff Sessions as U.S. Attorney 
General when she read a letter (which already was part of 
the Congressional Record) by Coretta Scott King in 1986 
about Sessions. Later, a male senator read the same letter 
-- but without a peep from McConnell.

These GOP politicians are like the “tough” guys who 
have no hesitancy to engage in road-rage behavior when 
the other driver is a woman, but they shrink from honking, 
gesticulating, etc. if the other driver is a male.

Rachael Rollins had the full support of both of our U.S. 
Senators, Ed Markey and Ms. Warren, as well as the en-
dorsement of many others, including former governor Wil-
liam Weld (who served as the U.S. Attorney in Mass. in the 
1980s), Wayne Budd (another former U.S. Attorney here), 
Winthrop Police Chief Terence Delehanty, and Revere Po-
lice Chief David Callahan (both of whom work directly 
with the Suffolk D.A.’s office on a daily basis).

Despite the roadblocks thrown up by the GOP senators, 
the nomination of Rachael Rollins finally was approved, 
though only because of a tie-breaking vote by vice-presi-
dent Kamala Harris.

We wish to congratulate Ms. Rollins upon her confirma-
tion and we look forward to her tenure as our U.S. Attorney 
for the Massachusetts district.

East Boston Social Centers receive major grant
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Christmas Kids2021
independent’s

175 McClellan Highway | East Boston | (617) 569-2020
270 Charger Street | Revere | (781) 629-5409

151 VFW Parkway | Revere (Wonderland) | (781) 629-5626

H A P P Y

HOLIDAYS
just 

$10 A MONTH

Isabella WalshIsabella Walsh Charlotte HantonCharlotte Hanton Ella & Eva CammarataElla & Eva Cammarata

Lily SassoLily SassoIsla SassoIsla SassoAva & Sophia MauroAva & Sophia Mauro

Lexi & LeviLexi & Levi RonnieRonnie

Mia & Maddie FlynnMia & Maddie Flynn
Merry 4th Christmas Wendy!Merry 4th Christmas Wendy!LucyLucy

Tessa, Morgan & Joey with SantaTessa, Morgan & Joey with Santa
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Christmas Kids2021
independent’s

Follow us on 
  Facebook + Instagram 
    @RobinsNestWinthrop 617-207-3505 | 79 Jefferson St. | info@robinsnestwinthrop 

Shop Local at Robin’s Nest for the Best Gifts, Jewelry, Decor & More!
Let the Gifting Experts at Robin’s Nest help you 

check off everyone on your list!

RosieRosie Grace, Johnny and Max HallisseyGrace, Johnny and Max Hallissey Gianni CiminoGianni Cimino

Gavin, Violet, Sienna, James Gavin, Violet, Sienna, James 
with  Sloane, Adeline, Andrewwith  Sloane, Adeline, AndrewVivianna & MaggieVivianna & MaggieShay & Steele Shay & Steele 

Jeremy SpadaforaJeremy SpadaforaMatthew, Elle & Mason DecotisMatthew, Elle & Mason Decotis

Luna FalzaranoLuna Falzarano SookieSookie Jack ArrigoJack Arrigo

Joseph ArrigoJoseph Arrigo

Follow us on 
  Facebook + Instagram 
    @RobinsNestWinthrop 617-207-3505 | 79 Jefferson St. | info@robinsnestwinthrop 

Shop Local at Robin’s Nest for the Best Gifts, Jewelry, Decor & More!
Let the Gifting Experts at Robin’s Nest help you 

check off everyone on your list!
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Christmas Kids2021
independent’s

Adiella, Jayliella, Michel, Adiella, Jayliella, Michel, 
Jadiel & CocoJadiel & Coco MirandaMiranda Amani & RomanAmani & Roman

Isabella & AlexiaIsabella & AlexiaAlianora, Emmalia & NoahAlianora, Emmalia & NoahMadisonMadison

Emi & SamuelEmi & Samuel David & JohnnyDavid & Johnny
Merry Christmas! Merry Christmas! 

Love Dante & Destiny ElliottLove Dante & Destiny Elliott

FionaFiona Anthony & JuliannaAnthony & Julianna

Happy Holidays from Happy Holidays from 
Cristian and WigglesCristian and Wiggles



Page 8	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, December 15, 2021

For Advertising 
Rates, 
Call 

617-884-2416

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm; Sun: 7:30am-7pm
 Not responsible for typographical errors.   We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 
SALE DAYS 

FRIDAY, DEC. 9, 2021 THROUGH WEDNESDAY DEC. 22, 2021

Ronzoni Pasta ......................................10/$10.00
(ex gluten free-super green-garden veggie)

Duncan Hines Cake Mixes ..................10/$10.00
(ex Signature Varieties)

Green Giant Boxed Steamers ..........10/$10.00
Gold Medal Flour  5 lb bag ..................... 2/$6.00

(ex organic)

Green Giant Canned Vegetables ........... 5/$4.00
Starbucks K-Cups ....................................... $6.99 
Pillsbury Quick Bread ............................. 2/$4.00
Duncan Hines Brownie Mix ...................... 4/$5.00
Ocean Spray Cranberry Sauce ............... 3/$5.00
Heinz Gravies ........................................... 2/$4.00
Dole Fruit Bowls .......................................2/$5.00
Classico Pasta Sauce ............................. 2/$4.00
Kitchen Basic Stocks ............................. 2/$4.00
Duncan Hines Frostings ......................... 2/$4.00
One Pie Canned Pumpkin or Squash ...... 3/$5.00
Cool Whip ................................................... 4/$5.00
Ore Ida Frozen Potatoes .........................2/$5.00
Delizza Eclairs ......................................... 2/$8.00
Tropicana Orange Juice  52 oz ..............2/$5.00
Land O' Lakes Butter 1 lb pkg ............... 2/$6.00
Philadelphia Brick Pack Cream Cheese 2/$4.00
Pillsbury Crescent Rolls..........................2/$5.00
Hood Sour Cream  16 oz ........................2/$3.00

Best Yet Oven Roasted 
Turkey Breast .........................................$6.99/lb
Carando Genoa Salami .......................... $7.99/lb
Kayem Lean Corned Beef ......................$9.99/lb
Smithfield Virginia Baked Ham ............$4.99/lb 
Belgioioso Fresh Mozzarella Logs ............$5.99 
Belgioioso Fresh Sliced Mozzarella Logs $5.99

Produce
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples ...........$2.99
California Sweet Seedless 

Navel Oranges ......................................... $1.29/lb
Fresh Cluster on the Vine Tomatoes .. $2.49/lb
Imported Fresh Tender Green 

Asparagus ...............................................$2.99/lb
North Carolina Golden Yams ....................89¢/lb
Whole Butternut Squash ..........................89¢/lb
Natures Finest All Purpose 

Potatoes  5 lb bag ...................................2/$4.00

Bakery Deli
Assorted Pound Cakes ................................$3.99 
Blondie Brownies  4pk ................................ $2.99 
Cannoli Chip & Dip Platter ........................ $13.99 
Chocolate Eclairs  4 pk ...............................$3.99 
Variety Cheesecake ..................................... $7.89

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Assorted Bone In Pork Chops 
and Roasts ............................................ $1.99/lb
Sirloin Strip Steaks ..............................$7.99/lb
Boneless Skinless Chicken Thighs ...... $3.99/lb

Sirloin Strip Roast ................................$7.99/lb
Sugardale Hams .................................... $1.99/lb

(Shank & Butt Halves)
Whole Grade A Fryer Chickens .............$1.49/lb
Jones Frozen Sausage Roll ................. 2/$6.00
Smithfield Bacon  16 oz ........................... $6.99 

Family Pack Specials

Rib Roasts will be available 
Christmas Week

Starting December 17, you can buy fresh fish at 
Winthrop Marketplace!

Home for the Holidays

Spinelli’s
Offering full-service & drop off catering

Have us deliver some comfort
with a gift of food!

Spinelli’s East Boston
282 Bennington St, 

East Boston
(617) 567-1992

Spinelli’s Lynnfield
10 Newbury St, 

Lynnfield
(781) 592-5552

Ring in the New Year at Spinelli’s Function 
Facility Lynnfield. Call for Reservations. 

(781) 592-6400

Wishing You a Safe and 
Happy Holiday 

Season!
www.spinellis.com

Let

Bring the Food

PAIDLE$$ 
FUEL

 617-561-6393

100 gals min. CASH ONLY
Price subject to change

$$226969
SAME DAY
 DELIVERY

IT PAYS TO PAY LE$$

PER GALPER GAL

East Boston topped 
South Boston Excel Acad-
emy 32-19   in the sea-
son-opener for both teams 
Monday.   Eastie’s Isabela 
Munoz led Eastie with 10 
points, all in the first quar-
ter, as the Lady Jets roared 
out to a 17-2 lead and 
never looked back.   East 
Boston has a busy sched-
ule coming up with games 
against Latin Academy  
December 14, O’Bryant 
Dec. 17, at Burke on De-
cember 20, home against 
McCormack on Decem-
ber 21, and home against 
Snowden on Dec. 22 be-
fore a Christmas break.

BASELINE SAVE:  East Boston’s Sterling Marte keeps a ball 
in play.

PLAYING  KEEP AWAY:   East Boston’s Ebeline Oliva keeps the ball away from an Ex-
cel-Southie defender.

BREAK AWAY:  East Boston’s Gianna Troville (5) escapes from a trio of Excel-Southie de-
fenders during the Lady Jets 32-19 win over Excel-South Boston Monday at East Boston 
High School.

ROUGH ROAD:  Gianna Troville has her way to the basket 
blocked by an Excel-Southie defender.

WATCH OUT BEHIND:  East Boston’s Cindy Alfaro keeps the 
ball away from an Excel-Southie defender.

IN YOUR WAY:  Lady Jet 
Cheryl Pleitez gets in the 
way of an Excel-Southie 
forward.

ARMED DEFENSE:   East 
Boston’s Isabella Munoz 
has close coverage on an 
Excell-Southie forward.

EAST BOSTON GIRLS BASKETBALL 32-19 OVER EXCEL ACADEMY
BOB MARRA PHOTOS
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Mayor Michelle Wu 
joined City officials at 
the Public Works yard on 
Frontage Road to discuss 
winter preparations cur-
rently underway in the 
City of Boston, and re-
sources available to res-
idents, including older 
adults and individuals ex-
periencing homelessness. 

“I am so grateful to the 
team from many depart-
ments and several differ-
ent cabinets that come 
together to ensure that our 
streets will be safe and 
that our residents will be 
warm, supported and con-
nected to everything that 
they need,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “As we con-
tinue to manage amidst a 
global pandemic, winter 
will be the next phase of 
how we’re supporting all 
of our residents.”

The Office of Emergen-
cy Management (OEM) 
monitors forecasts and 
maintains open lines of 
communication with the 
National Weather Ser-
vice. OEM also works 
across City departments 
and with external partners 
to ensure coordinated re-
sponse plans are in place. 
Residents can sign up to 
receive AlertBoston noti-
fications by phone, text, or 
email in the event a snow 
emergency/parking ban is 
declared.

 The Public Works De-
partment (PWD) currently 
has 40,000 tons of salt on-
hand to treat City streets. 
Along with 164 pieces of 
in-house snow clearing 
equipment, the PWD has 
the capability to place 
over 800 additional pieces 
on the roads during larg-
er storms. As part of their 
neighborhood plowing 
operations during winter 
storms and to ensure the 
safety of riders following 
events, PWD allocates 
pieces of equipment to 
clear snow from Boston’s 
dedicated bike lanes.
 Rules on clearing snow:

• Property owners must 
fully clear snow, sleet, 
and ice from sidewalks 
and curb ramps abutting 
the property within three 
hours after the snowfall 
ends or three hours af-
ter sunrise if the snow 
ends overnight. Curb and 
pedestrian ramps to the 
street should be cleared 
fully and continually over 
the duration of the storm 
to ensure accessibility for 
individuals with disabil-
ities. If a storm will last 
over an extended period of 
time, property owners are 
asked to continually check 
ramps abutting their prop-
erty for compliance. 

• Removal of snow, ice 
from private property to 
the street or sidewalk is 
prohibited. 

• Failure to comply with 
the rules can result in fines 
issued by PWD’s Code 
Enforcement Division. 
Fines associated with im-
proper removal of snow 
can be found here.

Parking during a 
declared snow 

emergency:
• If a snow emergen-

cy is declared, cars will 
be ticketed and towed if 
parked on a posted snow 
emergency artery. Space 
savers must be removed 
within 48 hours after a 
snow emergency has been 
lifted. Please note: space 
savers are NOT allowed in 
the South End.

• During declared snow 
emergencies, discount-
ed parking is available at 
some parking lots and ga-
rages for Boston residents. 
A list of discounted park-
ing garages can be found 
here.

Trash and recycling: 
• During severe snow-

storms, recycling and 

trash collection may be 
canceled, but this is ex-
tremely rare. Most often, 
severe snowstorms can 
cause delays in service, so 
we ask for your coopera-
tion and patience. To view 
your neighborhood recy-
cling and trash schedule, 
locate a textile dropbox in 
your neighborhood, and 
to find out what items you 
CAN and CAN’T recycle, 
download our free Trash 
Day App.

• Crews have a difficult 
time reaching trash barrels 
and recycling carts placed 
behind snowbanks. Please 
clear an area at the curb 
for collection or place 
containers next to or in 
front of snowbanks.

Caring for vulnerable 
populations:

• If you see homeless 
and vulnerable individuals 
out in the cold who appear 
immobile, disoriented, or 
underdressed for the cold, 
please call 911.

• The Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission 
(BPHC) utilizes a city-
wide network of emergen-
cy shelters, outreach pro-
viders, city agencies, and 
first responders to assist 
those in need of shelter.

•	 Boston’s emer-
gency shelters are open 24 
hours and will accept any 
person in need. Men can 
access shelter at the 112 
Southampton Street Shel-
ter, and women should 
go to the Woods-Mullen 
Shelter at 794 Massachu-
setts Ave. BPHC and the 
City work closely with 
shelter providers in the 
city to ensure that no client 
is without shelter, food, 
resources, and a warm re-
spite from the cold.

• Monday through Fri-
day, 8am-9pm, please call 
617-534-4440 to facilitate 
access to shelters. Out-
side of these hours, guests 
should access shelter di-
rectly.

• During extreme cold 
weather, street outreach 
teams operate with ex-
tended hours and provide 
mobile outreach vans on 
the streets in the evening 
and throughout the day.

Safety tips:
• If you are able, keep 

catch basins and fire hy-
drants clear of snow and 
debris. This will help pre-
vent flooding and allow 
for access in the event of 
an emergency. For a map 
of catch basins and fire hy-
drants, visit here.

• Shoveling snow re-
quires significant exertion; 
please be cautious and pay 
attention to symptoms. 
Stop if you feel chest pain, 
shortness of breath, light-
headedness, nauseous/
vomiting. Call 911 if those 
symptoms do not resolve 
quickly.

• Snow piles can make 
navigating intersections 
dangerous for walkers and 
drivers. Please take extra 
care when turning corners 
with snow piles that might 
limit visibility.

• Carbon monoxide poi-
soning is a concern during 
winter weather, especially 
with the use of generators. 
Residents should use their 
home heating systems 
wisely and safely and have 
a working carbon monox-
ide detector on each floor 
of the home. Call 911 im-
mediately if you suspect 
carbon monoxide poison-
ing.

•	 Sitting in a car 
while idling can be deadly 
if the tailpipe is blocked. 
Do not let children sit in 
an idling car while shovel-
ing. Clear any household 
exhaust pipes of snow like 
gas exhaust from the heat-
ing system or dryer.

• Have a contractor 
check the roof to see 
if snow needs to be re-

moved. If roof snow can 
be removed from the 
ground with the use of 
a snow-rake, do so with 
caution. Avoid working 
from ladders and be mind-
ful of slippery surfaces.

Dress for the weather:
• Wear several layers of 

loose-fitting, lightweight, 
warm clothing rather than 
one layer of heavy cloth-
ing.

• Outer garments should 
be tightly woven and wa-
ter repellent.

• Wear mittens over 
gloves; layering works for 
your hands as well.

• Always wear a hat and 
cover your mouth with a 
scarf to protect your lungs.

• Dress children warm-
ly and set reasonable time 
limits on outdoor play.

• Restrict infants’ out-
door exposure when it is 
colder than 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Watch for signs of 
frostbite:

• Signs of frostbite in-
clude loss of feeling and 
a white or pale appear-
ance in extremities such 
as fingers, toes, ear lobes, 
and the tip of the nose. If 
symptoms are detected, 
get medical help immedi-
ately.

Watch for signs of
hypothermia:

• These include un-
controllable shivering, 
memory loss, disorienta-
tion, incoherence, slurred 
speech, drowsiness, and 
apparent exhaustion. If 
you or someone you know 
shows any of these symp-
toms, get in touch with a 
healthcare provider imme-
diately. If symptoms are 
severe, call 911.

Heating guidelines for 
property owners and 

tenants:
• In accordance with 

the Massachusetts State 
Sanitary Code, the heating 
season officially begins 
on September 15 and runs 
through June 15. Property 
owners must heat habit-
able spaces at a minimum 
temperature of 68° be-
tween 7 a.m. and 11:00 
p.m. and 64° between 
11:01 p.m. and 6:59 a.m.

• In cases of emergen-
cy, property owners are 
encouraged to keep a list 
of licensed contractors 
(electrician, plumber and 
general contractor) on 
file. Tenants experiencing 
problems with their heat-
ing system should check 
the thermostat, ensure the 
dial is turned on, and re-
port insufficient or no heat 
problems to the property 
owner or manager imme-
diately.

• If your landlord or 
property manager is un-
responsive, contact the 
Inspectional Services De-
partment (ISD) at (617) 
635-5300 to file a com-
plaint, or call 311.  

Heating safety:
• Never try to heat your 

home using a charcoal 
or gas grill, the kitchen 
stove, or other product not 
specifically designed as a 
heater. These can cause a 
fire or produce dangerous 
levels of carbon monoxide 
very quickly. 

• Have your heating sys-
tem cleaned and checked 
annually.

• Make sure all vents 
are clear of snow or any 
other debris.

• Install and maintain 
smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors on 
every level of your home. 
Carbon monoxide is an 
invisible gas produced 
whenever any fuel is 
burned. Common sources 
include oil or gas furnac-
es, water heaters, fireplac-
es, stoves, and some space 
heaters. It has no smell, 
taste, or color. It is a poi-
son and is deadly.

Tips to keep water flowing 
and pipes unfrozen during 

extreme cold:
• The Boston Water 

and Sewer Commission 
recommends homeown-
ers locate a home’s main 
water shut-off valve, and 
learn how to use it. Should 
a frozen pipe burst, shut-
ting the main valve quick-
ly will minimize flooding 
and property damage.

• Homeowners should 
insulate pipes in unheated 
areas like basements, ga-
rages, and crawl spaces. 
Use inexpensive hardware 
store materials to prevent 
pipes from freezing and to 
keep warm water flowing.

• Circulate warm air 
around pipes by keeping 
cabinet doors open. Circu-
late a trickle of tap water 
through pipes during ex-
treme cold to help prevent 
them from freezing up.

• Locate your water me-
ter, protect it from drafts, 
and make sure basement 
doors and windows are 
shut tight.

• If pipes do freeze, 
slow thaw with a haird-
ryer. Never use an open 
flame to thaw pipes. If wa-
ter is lost in all taps, call 
BWSC 24-hour Emergen-
cy Assistance Line at 617-
989-7000.

Emergency home     
repair resources: 

• Income-eligible 
homeowners and Bos-
ton’s residents over age 
60 can receive assistance 
with winter emergencies 
and repairs, such as fix-
ing storm damage, leaking 
roofs, furnaces, and leak-
ing/frozen pipes. For as-
sistance, residents should 
call the Mayor’s hotline at 
311 or the Boston Home 
Center at 617-635-HOME 
(4663).   

• Never use a torch to 
thaw a frozen pipe. Al-
ways call a professional 
plumber to troubleshoot 
your problem.

• A grant is available 
for income-eligible home-
owners over age 60 to ease 
unexpected financial bur-
dens caused by an emer-
gency situation with their 
home.

• In addition, the May-
or’s Seniors Save program 
helps income-eligible 
Bostonians over the age of 
60 replace old, inefficient 
heating systems with a 
brand new heating system 
even before a catastrophic 
failure occurs during the 
cold winter months. Older 
adults can also call 311 or 
the Boston Home Center 
at 617-635-HOME (4663) 
to be connected with a 
City staffer to provide ad-
ditional details.   

Tips to increase home 
energy efficiency: 

• Disconnect the water 
hose from the home.

• Wrap or cover ex-
posed spigots.

• Caulk or putty win-
dows.

• Ensure kitchen and 
bathroom dampers close 
properly.

• Close all storm win-
dows and doors.

• Apply weather strip-
ping.

• Properly insulate all 
pipes that are exposed.

• Install insulated or 
heavy drapes to keep cold 
drafts from coming in.

• Don’t forget to 
close the damper to the 
wood-burning fireplace 
after each use. Consider 
a chimney balloon if you 
don’t have a damper.

• For more energy effi-
ciency tips for your home, 
call Renew Boston at 617-
635-SAVE (7283).

Tips for what to do be-
fore a power outage:

• Before a weather 
event, prepare your home 
by:

• Ensuring that your 

smoke and carbon monox-
ide detectors are working 
and have fresh batteries.

• Consider purchasing 
a generator to provide 
power during an outage. 
Follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions and learn how 
to use it safely before an 
outage.

• Ensuring that you 
have sufficient heating 
fuel.  Consider safe back-
up heating options such as 
fireplaces or woodstoves.

• Have a landline phone 
with a corded receiver.

• Fully charge your cell 
phone, laptop, and other 
electronic devices.

• If you have a water 
supply (such as a well-wa-
ter pump system) that 
could be affected by a 
power outage, fill your 
bathtub and spare contain-
ers with water. The water 
in the bathtub should be 
used for sanitation pur-
poses only. You can pour 
a bucket of this water di-
rectly into the toilet bowl 
to flush it.

• Keep your car’s gas 
tank full. Pumps at gas 
stations may not work 
during a power outage.

• Set your refrigerator 
and freezer to their coldest 
settings to keep food cold 
(but remember to reset 
them back to normal once 
power is restored).

• If you have life-sup-
port devices, such as home 
dialysis or breathing ma-
chines, or other medical 
equipment or supplies, 
that depend on electricity:

• Talk to your health 
care provider about how 
to use them during a pow-
er outage;

• Contact your local 
electric company and 
equipment suppliers about 
your power needs. Some 
utility companies will put 
you on a “priority recon-
nection service” list;

• Let the fire department 
know that you are depen-
dent on life-support devic-
es; and

• If you have medica-
tion that requires refrig-
eration, check with your 
pharmacist for guidance 
on proper storage during 
an extended outage.

Tips for what to do 
during a Power Outage:

• Continue to monitor 
the media for emergency 
information.

• Follow instructions 
from public safety offi-
cials.

• Call 9-1-1 to report 
emergencies including:

• Downed power lines; 
or

• If you are dependent 
on equipment that requires 
electricity and needs med-
ical assistance.

• Call your utility com-
pany to report power out-
ages and get restoration 
information.

• National Grid  800-
322-3223

• Eversource (formerly 
NSTAR) 1-800-592-2000

• Stay away from 
downed utility wires. Al-
ways assume a downed 
power line is live.

• If a traffic light is out, 
treat the intersection as a 
four-way stop.

• Keep a fire extinguish-
er handy.

• Use generators and 
grills outside because 
their fumes contain car-
bon monoxide. Make sure 
your carbon monoxide de-
tectors are working as it 
is a silent, odorless, killer. 
See more Generator Safe-
ty Tips. 

•	 If possible, use 
flashlights instead of 
candles. If you must use 
candles, place them in 
safe holders away from 
anything that could catch 
fire. Never leave a burning 
candle unattended. Never 
go to sleep with candles 

burning.
• During hot weather, 

use ice to help keep food 
cold. During cold weather, 
keep food cold outside in a 
secure location safe from 
animals.

• If phone lines are 
down, use social media or 
texting to let others know 
you are okay.

• Unplug sensitive elec-
tronics to avoid power 
surges when power is re-
stored.

• Keep refrigerator and 
freezer doors closed. An 
unopened refrigerator will 
keep food cold for about 
four hours. A full freezer 
will keep the temperature 
for about 48 hours.

• Be a good neighbor. 
Check on family, friends, 
and neighbors, especially 
the elderly, those who live 
alone, those with medical 
conditions, and those who 
may need additional assis-
tance.

 Tips for Driving in a 
winter storm:

• Avoid driving during 
the worst part of the storm. 
If possible, only travel 
during daylight hours, 
don’t travel alone, and 
stay on main roads instead 
of taking shortcuts.

• Consider taking public 
transportation.

• Clear snow and ice 
from windows, lights, 
hood, and the roof before 
driving.

• Leave plenty of room 
for stopping.

• Don’t try to out drive 
the conditions. Remember 
the posted speed limits are 
for dry pavement.

• Know the current road 
conditions. Call 511 from 
your cell phone or the fol-
lowing from either your 
cell phone or landline 
phone.

• Metro Boston: (617) 
986-5511

• Brake early and cor-
rectly. It takes more time 
and distance to stop in ad-
verse conditions.

• Be wary of bridge 
decks. They freeze first, 
making them more dan-
gerous than the approach 
road.

• Exit ramps sometimes 
have less anti-icing mate-
rial than the mainline. Be 
aware of this when exiting 
the highway.

• Don’t use “cruise con-
trol” driving in wintry con-
ditions. Even roads that 
look clear can have sud-
den slippery spots. Using 
your brake on these spots 
will deactivate cruise con-
trol, possibly causing you 
to lose control of your ve-
hicle.

• Many 4x4 vehicles are 
heavier than passenger ve-
hicles. This means it takes 
longer to stop than pas-
senger vehicles. Be wary 
of your 4x4 vehicle’s trac-
tion.

• Look further ahead in 
traffic than normal.

• Trucks are heavier 
than cars, making their 
brake time slower. Avoid 
cutting quickly in front of 
them.

• Don’t crowd the plow. 
Leave room for mainte-
nance vehicles and plows. 
Stay back at least 200 feet 
and don’t pass on the right.

• Always wear your seat 
belt.

• Let others know your 
destination, route, and ex-
pected travel times.

• Allow for extra travel 
time.

• Drive with your head-
lights on at all times to see 
and be seen.

For more information, 
please visit the Winter in 
Boston guide and follow 
@CityofBoston on Twit-
ter.

Wu shares Boston’s winter weather preparations underway
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To place a memoriam in the 
Times Free Press, please call 781-485-0588

Please visit eastietimes.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

Paolo Scimemi
Late member of the Danvers Fish 

and Game Club

Paolo Scimemi of Chel-
sea. formerly of Salemi 
Sicily, Italy died on De-
cember 10.

Paolo served in the Ital-
ian Military before com-
ing to the United States in 
April of 1966. He enjoyed 
hunting, gardening, cook-
ing and spending time with 
his family and friends. He 
was a late member of the 
Danvers Fish and Game 
Club.

The devoted son of the 
late Giuseppe and Croc-
ifissa (Guciarde), he was 
the beloved husband of 
the late Tina (Tranquil-
lo), dear brother of the 
late Francesca Marino 
and her late husband, 
Antonio, Maria Ferran-
te and her late husband, 
Gregorio, Salvatore and 
his late wife, Filippa and 
Mario and his surviving 
wife, Liberata. He is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces, nephews and great 
nieces and great nephews. 

Funeral from the Paul 
Buonfiglio & Sons-Bruno 
Funeral Home, 128 Re-
vere St, Revere on Satur-
day, December 18 at 9:30 
a.m. followed by a Fu-
neral Mass at St. Antho-
ny’s Church, Revere at 11 
a.m. Relatives and friends 
are kindly invited. Masks 
will be required when en-
tering the Funeral Home 
and St. Anthony’s Church. 
Entombment will be in 
Woodlawn Mausoleum. 
For guest book please vis-
it www.Buonfiglio.com.

Norma Meola
Of East Boston

Norma (DiStacio) Me-
ola of East Boston, 91, 
passed away on Thursday, 
December 9. 

The cherished daughter 
of the late Louis and Pau-
line (Lomanno) DiStacio, 
she was the adored aunt 
to Donald Di Nicola and 
his wife, Pamela, Louis 
Di Nicola and his part-
ner, Rudy Gallucio, Lisa 
DeFelice and Kim Rich-
ards and also survived by 
many of her grandneph-
ews and grandnieces. She 
was the dear sister of the 
late Anthony Louis DiSta-
cio and his surviving wife, 

Betty and Marie Wonoski. 
Family and friends 

will honor Norma’s life 
by gathering in Vazza’s 
“Beechwood” Funeral 
Home, 262 Beach Street, 
Revere today, Wednesday, 
December 15, from 5 to 7 
p.m. and again on Thurs-
day at 9 a.m. for a Funer-
al Service in our Chapel 
of the Resurrection at 10 
a.m. Interment will follow 
at Holy Cross Cemetery in 
Malden.

For additional informa-
tion, visit:  www.vazzafu-
nerals.com.

Irene Rizzo
Graduate of East Boston High School, 

Class of 1963

A Funeral Service was 
held on December 11, in 
the First Congregation-
al Church of Revere for 
Irene A. (LaRocca) Riz-
zo, who died on Tuesday, 
December 7 at the North 
Shore Medical Center in 
Salem following a long 
illness. Interment was in 
Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Malden.

Irene was born in Bos-
ton and was a lifelong res-
ident of East Boston. She 
was educated in Boston 
Public Schools and was 
a graduate of East Bos-
ton High School, Class of 
1963.

She married her hus-
band, Ronald Rizzo, and 
together they raised their 
two daughters, while they 
remained in East Boston. 

Irene began a career as a 
“Meter Maid” for the City 
of Boston’s Parking En-
forcement Division, later 
becoming a Senior Super-
visor. Her career spanned 
29 years. During her time 
working for the city, Irene 
made many friendships 
along the way. She loved 
her family uncondition-
ally. Her family was her 
greatest joy in her life, and 
she was a very proud East 
Bostonian. She was also 
a long time and faithful 
member of the First Con-
gregational Church of Re-
vere. 

She was the beloved 
wife of 47 years to the late 
Ronald J. Rizzo; loving 
mother of Melissa A. 

Jones and Kenneth 
of Peabody and Chris-
tine J. Palladino and her 

husband, Rocky of Dra-
cut; cherished and proud 
grandmother of Micaiah 
H. Jones, Alanna I. Palla-
dino, Nathan A. Palladino, 
Keenan R. Jones, Alexa 
T. Palladino and Caleb R. 
Jones, all living at home; 
dear sister of Nancy 
Melchionda and her hus-
band, Alfred of Amesbury, 
Deborah L. Kalligheri and 
her late husband, Armand 
of West Peabody and the 
late John G. LaRocca and 
his surviving wife, Mar-
ilyn of Chelmsford. She 
is also lovingly survived 
by many nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces and grand-
nephews. 

Remembrances may be 
made to the Food Pantry 
at the First Congregation-
al Church of Revere, 230 
Beach St., Revere, MA 
02151. 	

The Staff at Vertuccio 
& Smith, Home for Fu-
nerals, is most honored to 
have assisted the family 
in completing funeral ar-
rangements. To send on-
line condolences, please 
visit  www.vertuccioand-
smith.com

Nancy Barbero
Lifelong East Boston Resident

Nancy L. (Socci) Bar-
bero died unexpectedly on 
December 9 at the age of 
91. 

The beloved wife of 66 
years to John A. Barbero 
of East Boston, she was 
the most loving and car-
ing mother of Catherine L. 
(Barbero) Liberatore and 
her husband, Robert R. of 
Wilmington and cherished 
and adoring grandmother 
of Anthony J. Liberatore 
of Boston’s North End.

Mom was born on Jan-
uary 8,1930 in East Bos-
ton where she grew up in 
a loving and close family.  
Her parents were the late 
Stephen Socci and Lu-
cia (LaFratta) Socci.   She 
was the youngest of seven 
children and the dear sister 
of the late Paul N. Socci, 
Mary Guarnera/DiVincen-
zo, Carmen Socci, Austin 
Socci, Ann C. McNulty 
and Antonio Socci.   She 
is also lovingly survived 
by her dear sister-in-law, 
Gilda Albanese and many 
beautiful nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces and grand-
nephews.

Mom and Dad met at 
the Central Theatre in 
East Boston when they 
were teenagers.   She was 
taken with his black curly 
hair and usher’s uniform 
and he, her beauty.   They 
fell in love and married in 
1955, both at the age of 
25.  

As a young woman, 
Mom worked in millinery 
on Kingston Street in Bos-
ton where she made hats 
for various department 
stores.   She also enjoyed 
her time working in the 
giftwrapping department 
at R.H. White’s Depart-
ment Store in Boston.  

In later years, Mom was 
active with the senior pro-
gram at the East Boston 
Social Center where she 
enjoyed gathering with 
friends, playing bingo, go-
ing on an occasional field 
trip and participating in 
the various holiday lun-
cheons at Spinelli’s.

Mom and Dad were 
both so elated the day their 
grandson, Anthony was 
born.   Mom absolutely 

adored and loved him with 
all her heart, not to men-
tion how proud she was of 
him.  Her face would light 
up at the sight of him or 
the sound of his voice on 
the phone.

Throughout her life, 
Mom cherished and en-
joyed her time spent with 
family and friends, shar-
ing in so many beautiful 
memories with them. It 
was her love of family 
and friends, her caring 
and generous nature and 
wonderful sense of humor 
that were contagious.   As 
a daughter writing this 
I can only say, my pre-
cious angel here on earth 
has left us, leaving a great 
emptiness.  May she be at 
peace and at the heights 
of heaven with God, joy-
ously reunited with her 
dear family and friends 
who have gone before her.  
God bless you and rest 
your soul, Mom.   Until 
we meet again, I will carry 
you forever in my heart. 
With all my love always, 
Cathy. Funeral Services 
were conducted in the Ver-
tuccio & Smith, Home for 
Funerals, Revere on De-
cember 14. Interment was 
in Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Everett. Remembranc-
es may be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Pl., Memphis, TN 38105-
9959 or MSPCA Office 
of Development, 350 So. 
Huntington Ave., Bos-
ton, MA 02130-9923. To 
send online condolences, 
please visit www.vertuc-
cioandsmith.com. Funeral 
Arrangements entrusted 
to the care and direction 
of the Vertuccio & Smith, 
Home for Funerals.

By John Lynds 

East Boston and the 
city’s weekly COVID 
positive test rate continues 
to rise dramatically post 
Thanksgiving and ahead 
of the Christmas Holiday. 

A week after Mayor 
Michelle Wu announced 
several measures to help 
combat the explosive rise 
in cases in Boston, East-
ie’s weekly positive test 
rate approached 8 percent 
last week and the city-
wide weekly positive test 
rate neared 7 percent. Last 
Monday, Wu said Boston 
health officials will dis-
tribute 20,000 free rapid 
antigen home tests,offer 
free masks to neighbor-
hoods with the highest 
rates of COVID-19 and 
appointed a 17-member 
COVID advisory board 
to help with the latest out-
break. 

Last week, 2,398 Eastie 
residents were tested for 
the virus last week and 
7.8   percent were posi-
tive--this was a 16.4  per-
cent increase from the 6.7 
percent that tested positive 
as reported by the Boston 
Public Health Commis-
sion (BPHC) on Decem-
ber 6. The weekly positive 
test rate has now jumped 
86 percent in Eastie over 

the course of two weeks. 
The citywide weekly 

positive test rate also in-
creased dramatically last 
week. According to the 
BPHC 28,854 residents 
were tested and 6.7 per-
cent were COVID pos-
itive--this was a 29 per-
cent increase from the 5.2 
percent reported by the 
BPHC on December 6 and 
a 67 percent increase over 
the course of two weeks. 

One hundred eighty 
seven additional Eastie 
residents contracted the 
virus between November 
29 and December 6, and 
there are now 9,070 con-
firmed cases in the neigh-
borhood since the start of 
the pandemic. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the num-
ber of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
2.7 percent last week and 
went from 89,745 cases to 
92,170 confirmed cases in 
a week. There were six ad-
ditional deaths in Boston 
from the virus in the past 
week and the total COVID 
deaths is now at 1,478. 

Eastie’s weekly COVID 
infections increase dramatically 
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By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay
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Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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By John Lynds

For years the East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center’s (EBNHC) Pro-
gram of All-inclusive Care 
for the Elderly, or PACE 
Program, has allowed se-
niors to live safely in their 
homes instead of in nurs-
ing homes. The Health 
Center has successfully 
implemented this national 
program to help seniors 
live with dignity and secu-
rity at home by providing 
them the necessary sup-
port and services.

Rep. Adrian Madaro 
has been pushing legisla-
tion through the halls of 
Beacon Hill in an attempt 
to make the program more 
accessible to seniors not 
only in Eastie but across 
the state. 

Madaro’s bill, H.747 - 
An Act Increasing Aware-
ness of Community Based 
PACE Programs for Older 
Adults, that is currently in 
committee would require 
the Department of Elder 
Affairs to provide infor-
mation about this program 
to residents.

“I am very familiar with 

the tremendous work of 
the Health Center’s PACE 
Program in Eastie,” said 
Madaro. “The challenge 
we have seen at the state 
level is that many seniors 
do not know this import-
ant program exists. My 
legislation would resolve 
that by making the pro-
gram more accessible and 
allow more seniors in our 
community to age at home 
with the resources they 
need to thrive.”

For his work on this 
legislation Madaro was 
honored by MassPACE 
with a 2021 Legislative 
Champion Award. 

“I was humbled and 
honored to receive a 
2021 Legislative Cham-
pion Award from the 
Mass PACE,” said Mada-
ro. “I’m deeply grateful 
for my partnership with 
MassPACE and the East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center in our work 
to expand access to care 
that allows seniors to 
age in place with dignity, 
self-determination, and 
community.”

PACE is a national pro-
gram that serves individ-

uals 55 and over who are 
eligible for nursing home 
care. PACE is provided at 
the EBNHC as well as 27 
other health centers across 
Massachusetts, including 
clinics and senior centers, 
covering 264 cities and 
towns across the Com-
monwealth. 

Participants receive co-
ordinated care from a ded-
icated team of healthcare 
workers and social service 
professionals, encom-
passing everything from 
primary care, behavioral 
health, therapy, prescrip-
tions, as well as services 
such as meals and social 
support.

“The goal of PACE is to 
allow these seniors to age 
in place, and continue to 
receive care in their homes 
instead of being placed 
in nursing homes,” said 
Madaro. “I’ve been able to 
see the great work PACE 
does first hand right in 
my district. The East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center operates a PACE 
center that serves seniors 
throughout our neighbor-
hood and the surrounding 
communities, as far out 

as Stoneham. The team 
at EBNHC works dili-
gently to provide seniors 
in our neighborhood with 
comprehensive care and 
services that keeps them 
happy, healthy, active, 
and, importantly, staying 
in place and involved in 
their local communities.”

Madaro said his legisla-
tion is important because 
almost all seniors, if given 
the choice, would prefer 
to stay in their own homes 
and their own communi-
ties as they age instead of 
being forced to relocate to 
a nursing home because of 
health issues. 

“For these seniors, 
PACE is invaluable,” said 
Madaro. “In East Boston 
I’ve heard from many of 
my constituents about how 
this program has empow-
ered them as they aged, 
providing them with med-
ical care, therapy, and oth-
er services that help them 
live their daily lives in 
place, as well as keeping 
them active and involved 
outside of the house.”

But the biggest barrier 
to accessing PACE is not 
knowing about it in the 

first place. Many seniors 
who might be eligible, 
and risk being placed in 
a nursing home, are un-
aware that these services 
are available to them, or 
that they qualify. 

“In order to make sure 
that more seniors are ac-
cessing this comprehen-
sive, highly effective form 
of care, it’s critical that we 
raise awareness, so that el-
igible seniors know that it 
exists, that it’s an option, 
and have the information 
to decide if it is the right 
program for them,” said 
Madaro. 

“This legislation helps 
raise awareness of PACE 
by ensuring that informa-
tion about local programs 
is made available to se-
niors seeking care through 
elder service agencies. It 
would require that the De-
partment of Elder Affairs, 
including Aging Services 
Access Points, or ASAPs, 
be contracted by the de-
partment to disseminate 
information about PACE 
to eligible seniors as part 
of their existing informa-
tion and referral responsi-
bilities.”

The bill would also re-
quire those seeking admis-
sion to a long-term care 
facility, such as a nursing 
home, under MassHealth, 
to be informed about 
PACE services as part of 
existing counseling on 
community-based options.

“These very simple, 
easy additions to the ex-
isting law will go a long 
way toward ensuring that 
our seniors are informed 
about these important 
services that will allow 
them to age in place, stay 
healthy and engaged in 
their communities,” said 
Madaro. “Our most senior 
neighbors are a cherished 
part of our cities, towns, 
and neighborhoods. They 
have often lived in our 
communities for most of 
their lives, and built them 
to be what they are today. 
It is incumbent upon us to 
ensure that they, utilizing 
these valuable,  existing, 
comprehensive PACE ser-
vices, are able to age in 
place wherever they call 
home.”

MassPACE honors Rep. Madaro for his work on legislation for seniors
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The Massachusetts Port 
Authority (Massport), air-
line partners, and other 
stakeholders celebrated 
the completion of the new 
Terminal C Canopy and 
Upper Deck at Boston Lo-
gan International Airport. 
The two-year project in-
creased the efficiency of 
the space by adding trav-
el lanes and curb space at 
the terminal’s entrance for 
easier passenger pickups 
and drop-offs and created 
a modern canopy that pro-
vides more weather pro-
tection and natural light. 
This project plays a sig-
nificant role in the overall 
roadway project that will 
reduce congestion be-
tween Logan’s two busiest 
terminals, B and C.

“We’re delighted to un-
veil the new Terminal C 
Canopy. This is just one 
of our key initiatives in a 
long-term plan to improve 
the customer experience, 
reduce congestion and 
air emissions, and build a 
more sustainable airport 
to support the region’s 
economy,” said Massport 
CEO Lisa Wieland. “De-
spite the challenges of the 
pandemic, we strategical-
ly advanced several key 
initiatives, like this one, to 
prepare the airport for the 
rebound in air travel and 
economic activity.”

Built in 1967, Terminal 
C is Logan Airport’s bus-
iest terminal, and home 

to JetBlue Airways, Cape 
Air, Aer Lingus and TAP 
Air Portugal departures. 
The terminal served over 
13.4 million passengers in 
2019.

· Added four travel 
lanes and two curbs to the 
Departure level, and add-
ed two travel lanes and 
one curb to the Arrival 
level to reduce bottlenecks 
at the passenger drop-off 
and pickup areas;

· Replaced the old can-
opy with a bigger, sustain-
able structure that provides 
more natural lighting by 
using a skylight material, 
called Ethylene Tetrafluo-
roethylene, or ETFE, that 
is more aesthetic, offers 
more weather protection 
and natural light, and uses 
a much lighter material 
than a traditional glass 
canopy;

· Installed 10,000 
square feet of new rooftop 
solar panels, estimated to 
generate enough electrici-
ty to power 12 homes per 
year; and

· Added three high-ef-
ficiency elevators at the 
terminal to improve pe-
destrian flow to and from 
Central Parking.

“This project is more 
than just putting a new 
roof over the terminal en-
trance. This is about en-
suring Logan Airport pro-
vides a safe, modern and 
world-class facility while 
maintaining our commit-

ment to sustainability,” 
said Massport Director of 
Capital Programs & En-
vironmental Affairs Lu-
ciana Burdi. “Thanks to 
the collaboration of our 
airline partners and oth-
er stakeholders, our con-
struction projects enhance 
the airport experience 
for all travelers, from the 
roadway to the terminal 
gate. We appreciate the 
patience of our passengers 
throughout the process.”

A new plaque marking 
the completion of the Ter-
minal C and Upper Deck 
project, in partnership 
with Gensler as the Lead 
Designer and Skanska as 
the Construction Manager, 
was also unveiled follow-
ing the ribbon-cutting cer-
emony. The plaque will be 
permanently placed in the 
terminal’s entrance.

At Logan Airport, 
Massport is investing to 
support economic growth, 
facilitate connections, in-
crease efficiency, and im-
prove the customer expe-
rience. A number of other 
construction projects to 
improve the passenger 
experience at Logan are 
ongoing, including the 
Terminal B-C Connector 
project. This new con-
course will connect Ter-
minals B and C post-se-
curity with renovated hold 
room space public art and 
exhibits and renovated air-
craft gates. The Connector 

is expected to be complet-
ed next summer.

The Massachusetts 
Port Authority (Massport) 
owns and operates Bos-

ton Logan International 
Airport, public termi-
nals in the Port of Bos-
ton, Hanscom Field and 
Worcester Regional Air-

port. For more informa-
tion, please visit massport.
com.

Boston Logan Airport officials celebrate opening of new Terminal C Canopy and Upper DeckBoston Logan International Airport ‐ Terminal C Canopy Project
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The Department of Jus-
tice has awarded $314,273 
to the Massachusetts Ex-
ecutive Office of Public 
Safety and Security (EO-
PSS) to administer Project 
Safe Neighborhoods (PSN) 
grant funds in the District 
of Massachusetts. Since 

the program began in 2001, 
nearly $7 million in feder-
al grant funds have been 
allocated to the District of 
Massachusetts’s violent 
crime reduction efforts.

PSN is a Department 
of Justice nationwide vi-
olent-crime reduction ini-

tiative coordinated by the 
U.S. Attorney’s Offices. 
PSN brings together fed-
eral, state, local and tribal 
law enforcement officials, 
prosecutors and commu-
nity leaders to identify 
the most pressing violent 
crime problems in a com-

munity and develop com-
prehensive solutions to 
address those issues. While 
the initiative was first 
launched in 2001, the De-
partment strengthened the 
program in May 2021 by 
implementing a new strat-
egy focused on reducing 
violent crime in the places 
we call home, not solely 
increasing the number of 
arrests or prosecutions.

Each U.S. Attorney’s 
Office across the United 
States is responsible for 
creating a comprehensive 
strategy for reducing vio-
lent crime. The District of 
Massachusetts established 
an extensive network 
of law enforcement and 
community partners who 
have been fundamental to 
this strategy’s success in 
six target cities: Boston, 
Brockton, Lawrence, New 
Bedford, Springfield and 
Worcester.

The distribution of grant 
funds to target cities across 
the state has enabled com-
munities and organizations 
to implement programming 
focused on after-school ac-
tivities, education, employ-
ment, re-entry for returning 

citizens, law enforcement/
community collaboration, 
and public service outreach 
projects, among others.

In Massachusetts, PSN 
projects include:

• Developing and sus-
taining community/law 
enforcement partnerships 
and strengthening their ca-
pabilities in targeted com-
munities across the state 
by maximizing federal re-
sources;

• Collaborating with 
state and local law enforce-
ment on violent crime and 
illegal firearm prosecu-
tions;

• Providing training for 
nearly 4,500 law enforce-
ment personnel and com-
munity members on topics 
such as advancements in 
technology, empowering 
neighborhoods on address-
ing gang prevention; up-
dates on new innovative 
community programs and 
partnerships; and officer 
safety training;

• Supporting community 
partners and outreach pro-
grams to address reentry 
barriers for returning citi-
zens and empower youth to 
resist gang recruitment;

• Formulating tools to 
measure the performance 
of projects funded with 
PSN and other federal 
grants.

“Shootings and other 
violent crimes cause dev-
astating injuries and death 
for victims, of course, but 
they also destabilize the 
communities in which they 
occur. That is why this Of-
fice continues to prioritize 
violent crime reduction ef-
forts through the PSN ini-
tiative,” said Acting United 
States Attorney Nathaniel 
R. Mendell. “This funding, 
in addition to the contin-
ued collaboration with our 
federal, state and local law 
enforcement partners, will 
enable us to develop tai-
lored strategies that target 
the most violent criminals 
and make our communities 
safer.”

PSN programs are led 
by U.S. Attorneys’ Offices 
in collaboration with lo-
cal public safety agencies, 
community stakeholders 
and other agencies and or-
ganizations that work to 
reduce violent crime.
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FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE IN  OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY CALL 781-485-0588 

OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

S O N N Y ’ S 
IMMEDIATE 

ROOFING
Residential & Commercial
• All type Roofing & Repairs

• Licensed & Insured
• Snow & Ice Removal

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

BOOK 
NOW 
AND 
SAVE

SPECIALS 
FOR THE 
SEASON

Always the Best Value

V.S.R. 
ROOFING

Our goal is to provide our customers with 
the highest quality material and 

professional installations in the business.”
–J.B.

“

Commercial Flat
& Rubber Roofs 

Free Estimates
781-520-1699 

Licensed & Insured General Contractor

SSPPAARRTTAANN  CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

~Since 1978~

617-593-4532   
617-567-2926

Complete Office  
and Common  
Area Cleaning

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

REVERE - 5RM, 3BR, 
2BA apartment. Sec 
8 welcome.10 min. 
Walk to Beachmont 
T and Ocean. 5 
min. walk to bus. 
Laundry in bldg. 
339-224-3839
11/3
__________

REVERE - Near 
Beach, 2 BR apt., 
small galley kitchen, 
HW floors, large 
bathroom. $1.800/
month No pets-No 
smoking. No utilities 
781-289-5107, 781-
690-3230 1/5

APT.
FOR RENT

PART-TIME POSITION
We are looking for someone to fill 
our screen printing position here 
at Elite Embroidery in Winthrop. 

Experience important.
Lifting boxes, printing shirts, 

cleaning screen, Etc.
NO CALLS | Email us at

eliteembroidery@comcast.net

Mayor Michelle Wu and 
the Mayor’s Office of Arts 
and Culture announced ap-
plications have reopened 
for the City of Boston’s 
Opportunity Fund, a grant 
program that supports 
meaningful one-time op-
portunities for artists liv-
ing in the city of Boston 
to further develop their 
careers and help provide 
access and community en-
gagement opportunities 
throughout the city.

“We have the opportuni-
ty to use every bit of Bos-
ton’s diversity and creativ-
ity to grow our economy, 
support small businesses 
and help our communities 
recover. Arts and culture 
connect, heal, and inspire-
-and these investments in 

the arts and our creative 
community will be a cor-
nerstone of our recovery,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu.

The Opportunity Fund 
has two grant categories:

• Artist Career Develop-
ment Grants provide sup-
port for professional devel-
opment opportunities and 
expenses related to projects 
that help the applicant fur-
ther their artistic career in a 
meaningful way.

• Community Arts Expe-
riences Grants provide sup-
port for individual artists 
and teaching artists across 
various artistic disciplines 
who want to bring arts 
experiences into Boston 
neighborhoods that have 
been identified as having 
a lower concentration of 

arts activities that are free, 
accessible, and open to the 
public.

Several changes have 
been made to the Oppor-
tunity Fund program this 
year, the biggest being that 
funding amounts have in-
creased from $1,000 grants 
to $5,000 grants for the 
Artist Career Development 
category, and $10,000 
grants for the Community 
Arts Experiences category.

The Mayor’s Office of 
Arts and Culture will also 
be prioritizing artists who: 

• live and/or work in 
communities that have 
had the highest rates of 
COVID-19 (e.g. Dorches-
ter, East Boston, Hyde 
Park, and Mattapan), 

• are from demographics 

that saw the most economic 
impact due to COVID-19 
(e.g. women, people of col-
or, immigrants, artists who 
have lower levels of educa-
tion, artists who identify as 
LGBTQIAP+), 

• and have artistic pro-
fessions that were most 
economically impacted by 
COVID-19 (e.g. perform-
ing and teaching artists). 

“Shifting our focus to 
artists who have experi-
enced the highest negative 
impacts of COVID-19 is 
crucial to Boston’s city-
wide recovery efforts,” 
said Kara Elliott-Ortega, 
Chief of Arts and Culture 
for the City of Boston. 
“We’re excited to support 
artists and communities in 
a more meaningful way.”

This is the fifth year 
of the program, and over 
$170,000 in grants were 
awarded to artists through 
the Opportunity Fund last 
fiscal year.

“I used this grant for my 
Vietnamese Buddhist youth 
girls to perform traditional 
Vietnamese dances,” said 
2021 Opportunity Fund 
grantee Nhi Phan. “We 
perform at temples and the 
community, and we used 
this grant mainly for cos-
tumes, equipment, props, 
and transportation. This 
grant really lightened our 
financial load and helped 
spread culture through the 
art of dancing.”

“The Opportunity Fund 
grant helped me buy mu-
sic equipment during the 

pandemic that would oth-
erwise be inaccessible to 
me,” said 2021 Opportu-
nity Fund grantee Hannah 
Enoy. “It’s important that 
our city makes it a priority 
to financially support inde-
pendent artists and women 
of color so that our creative 
communities can flourish 
and have access to the re-
sources they deserve.”

In FY22 nearly $245,000 
will be available for grant 
distribution. The deadline 
to apply for the current 
round of funding is Janu-
ary 28, 2022 at 5 p.m. The 
grant will reopen for appli-
cations on March 7, 2022. 
The application and grant 
guidelines can be found 
at boston.gov/opportuni-
ty-fund.

Justice department awards more than $17.5 million to support project safe neighborhoods

 Wu announces relaunch of Boston Opportunity Fund
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It’s always beach season
WITH THE

Join today and receive the rest of your 2021 membership free!

Support local businesses while getting exclusive deals.
Join the Revere Beach Partnership Membership program today!

OU
R 

PA
RT

NE
RS

VISIT REVEREBEACHPARTNERSHIP.COM FOR CURRENT OFFERS

Annual membership to the Revere Beach Partnership 
Preferred access at select Revere Beach Partnership events
Subscription to the Revere Beach Partnership’s quarterly newsletter 
Notifications about Revere Beach Partnership news and events 
Exclusive early access to register for Revere Beach Partnership events
1 official Revere Beach Partnership Membership card
10% off Revere Beach Merchandise on our online store10% off Revere Beach Merchandise on our online store
Name included on the Revere Beach Partnership website
Name listed in the annual “Thank You” Ad in the Revere Journal 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS SCAN HERE
TO SIGN UP

Proceeds from the Membership Card benefit
the Revere Beach Partnership

All memberships are tax-deductible*. 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

STUDENT/ SENIOR MEMBERSHIP

$20.00

$10.00

The mission of the Revere Beach Partnership is to preserve and enhance America’s 
first public beach for the enjoyment of all. 
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Please visit eastietimes.com

PLEASE VISIT EASTIETIMES.COM

Want to get connected to the internet? 
We’re here to help!

Join us for a free remote 
resource fair for seniors.

Learn about: government benefit programs, 
low-cost internet access offerings and free 
technology training and resources

Join the live event! By Phone: 833-380-0411 | Online: access.live/OATS2
Questions? Call 877-745-1930.

December 16 11am–12pm EST 
ATTEND ONLINE OR BY TELEPHONE

Presented by nonprofit: Supported by:

Join the remote 
resource fair for a 
chance to win one 
of 15 free laptops!

Entering is easy!

THE 30TH ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF A CHRISTMAS CAROL AT NORTH SHORE MUSIC THEATRE
New England’s bright-

est holiday tradition 
celebrates its 30th an-
nual production! An orig-
inal adaptation based on 
Charles Dickens’ classic 
novella, A Christmas Car-
ol is a musical ghost sto-
ry following the miserly 
Ebenezer Scrooge through 
a series of strange and 
magical journeys, where 
he ultimately discovers 
the true spirit of the hol-
iday season. Featuring 
dazzling special effects 
and traditional songs like 
God Rest Ye Merry Gen-
tleman, Here We Come 
A-Wassailing, The Boar’s 
Head Carol,and We Wish 
You A Merry Christmas, 
this award-winning pro-
duction was created spe-
cifically for North Shore 
Music Theatre and has 
been seen by more than 
one million people since 
its debut in 1989.

David Coffee celebrates 
his 27th year as Ebenezer 
Scrooge in A Christmas 
Carol at North Shore Music 
Theatre.

Marcus M. Martin as the  
Ghost of Christmas Present.

Allsun O’Malley, as Belle, 
and Derek Luscutoff, as 
young Scrooge.

J.T. Turner as Mr. Fezziwig.

Cheryl McMahon cele-
brates her 27th year as 
Mrs. Dilber.

Sommer Carbuccia, as the 
Narrator, and Quinn Mur-
phy, as Tiny Tim.

Leigh Barrett as the Ghost of Christmas Past.

Russell Garrett, as Bob Cratchit, with Leigh Barrett, as Mrs. 
Cratchit, and the Cratchit family.

David Coffee, as Ebenezer Scrooge, and Alex Puette, as 
Jacob Marley.

Turner Riley, as Meg, and Bronson Norris Murphy as Fred, 
with Marcus M. Martin, as the Ghost of Christmas Present.

Sommer Carbuccia as the 
Narrator.
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