
By John Lynds

Anyone in East Bos-
ton who knows Phyllis 
DelVechhio knows she’s 
as honest as they come. 
The longtime Eastie res-
ident is a familiar face in 
the community and has a 
reputation of always being 
warm, kindhearted and 
sincere. 

So it was no surprise 
that when an East Boston 
Savings Bank (EBSB) 
teller accidentally added 
an extra $100 bill to her 
withdrawal, and DelVec-
chio didn’t think twice 
about returning the mon-
ey. 

“Last week I went to 
the East Boston Savings 
Bank drive-thru,” said 
DeLvechhio. “After I left 
and counted my money, 
the teller gave me an ex-
tra $100.   I went back to 
the drive-thru and gave 
her the extra $100 and 
she couldn’t thank me 
enough.”

A few days later 
DelVecchio went to make 
a deposit and anoth-
er EBSB teller gave her 
something a little extra 
with her receipt. 

“The teller wrote a nice 
little note and a (Dunkin 
Donuts) gift card to show 
their appreciation for be-

ing honest,” she said. “I 
really didn’t expect any-
thing.    I was brought up 
to be honest and to always 
do the right thing.    Al-
though, it was nice to be 
appreciated for honesty in 
today’s crazy world.”

DelVechhio’s story 
caught the attention of 
EBSB President and CEO 
Richard Gavegnano who 
said her honesty made his 
day. 

“It’s stories like this 
about the relationship 
between our customers 
and our employees that 
I love,” said Gavegna-
no. “I feel very strongly 
that there are so many 

good people out there and 
something like this should 
get recognized. The cus-
tomer had compassion for 
the person working at the 
bank and she was honest 
enough to go back and 
give the money back. And 
our employees were so ap-
preciative that they got her 
a gift card for her honesty. 
I think it’s a terrific story 
and it really made my day. 
It just goes to show you 
what kind of a bank EBSB 
is. We create relationships 
and the community is part 
of our family.”

While DelVecchio 

By Cary Shuman

East Boston resident 
Nick Raccuia is on a mis-
sion to develop high quali-
ty and great tasting snacks 
for Ketogenic and low-
carb diets.

And he is well on his 
way to reaching that goal, 
having founded Keto-
Brownie, a Boston-based 
nutrition company.

A former certified pub-
lic accountant who grew 
up in Saugus, Raccuia 
came up with the idea to 
introduce Ketobrownies 
as a new dessert treat in 
2016 after doing extensive 
research on the benefits of 
ketogenic diets. 

Raccuia, 30, is a 2008 
graduate of Pope John 
XXIII High School in Ev-
erett. He attended Suffolk 
University and received 
a graduate degree in Ac-
counting. He became a 
CPA and worked at a large 
public accounting firm 
and later at Fidelity.

“Then I quit accounting 
after four and a half years 
and started a brownie 

business – so it was quite 
a change,” said Raccuia.

He started making rec-
ipes inside his Orient 
Heights apartment in De-
cember, 2016. He put his 
first food product live on 
his KetoBrownie website 
six months later.

Raccuia became a cus-
tomer himself and found 
his brownies to not only 
be a delicious treat, but an 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

3 RENOVATED 
APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT. AVAILABLE NOW.  HABLO ESPANOL

2 BED — $1,900 || 3 BEDS — $2,400 781-201-9488

PLEASE TEXT OR EMAIL  
JEFFREY BOWEN

info@chelsearealestate.com
chelsearealestate.com

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 
eastietimes.com

See EBSB Page 2 See RACCUIA Page 2

By John Lynds

The new pandemic re-
lief program started by 
East Boston Main Streets 
(EBMS), a coalition of 
real estate developers and 
local business owners be-
gan distributing merchan-
dise gift cards to residents 
to be used at participating 
Eastie restaurants.  

According to EBMS 
Director Gladys Oliveros 
the new “Eastie Strong” 
initiative has two compo-
nents. While the first is the 
Adopt a Patio program the 
other is the Gift Card Pro-
gram. 

Earlier this year East-
ie Strong distributed two 
rounds of grant money 
through the Adopt a Pa-
tio program. The pro-
gram provided capital to 
fund reopening costs re-
lated to complying with 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
The funds were used by 

more than a dozen East-
ie restaurants to purchase 
items such as outdoor 
furniture, umbrellas, and 
space heaters for the win-
ter.  

Last week local real es-
tate developers and spon-
sors began distributing gift 
cards directly to their ten-
ants for use only at partici-
pating local restaurants. 

This first round includ-
ed 310 gift cards totaling 
$31,000, pumping funds 
directly into the commu-
nity.

“What makes this gift 
card unique is that un-
like other restaurant gift 
cards, these are for use 
only in local owned East 
Boston restaurants,” said 
Oliveros. “This will help 
tremendously to bring life 
back to an industry that 
has been so severely im-
pacted by the COVID-19 
crisis.” 

Participating restaurants 

include Jak’s Pizzeria, 
Dirty Water Dough Piz-
zeria, Mexicali Sushi Bar, 
La Casa del Pan Debono, 
Tawakal Halal Café, Pazza 
on Porter, Rincon Limeno, 
Perros Paisas and La Gran 
Manzana.

Most of these restau-
rants received relief during 
Eastie Strong’s Adopt a 
Patio program. 

“We are so pleased to 
partner with East Bos-
ton Main Streets, to help 
our Eastie neighbors who 
were among the hard-
est-hit by the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Nick 
Black, Managing Direc-
tor of The Trustees Boston 
Waterfront Initiative, who 
are sponsors of the pro-
gram. “We’re grateful to 
TD Bank for their support 
of this program through 
the TD Ready Commit-
ment, and look forward to 

East Boston resident Nick 
Raccuia, owner of Keto-
Brownie, a nutrition com-
pany, is pictured above.

By John Lynds

Last week, acting Bos-
ton Mayor Kim Janey 
proposed her administra-
tion’s recommended $3.75 
billion Fiscal Year 2022 
(FY22) operating budget 
and $3.2 billion Fiscal 
Year 2022-2026 (FY22-
FY26) Capital Plan. Janey 
said the budget focuses on 
providing the resources for 
the city’s continued robust 
public health response to 
COVID-19, making stra-
tegic investments in Bos-
ton’s neighborhoods and 
residents, and setting the 
stage for Boston’s equi-
table reopening, recovery 
and long-term renewal. 

One of those invest-
ments highlighted in the 
budget is $19 million 
for the final phase of the 
Boston Housing Author-
ity’s Orient Heights Pub-
lic Housing Development 
project. 

Janey said she recog-
nizes the importance of 

making sure that residents 
of all incomes are able to 
access quality, affordable 
and safe housing options 
that meet their needs, and 
this budget helps sup-
port additional affordable 
housing opportunities. 

“Orient Heights has 
been a staple of the East 
Boston community for 
seven decades, and this 
investment will help to 
finish its redevelopment,” 
said Janey Tuesday. “This 
investment preserves a vi-
tal housing resource and 
will secure a better qual-
ity of life for hundreds of 
East Boston families for 
decades to come.”

Four years after kicking 
off the three-phase rede-
velopment of the Orient 
Heights Public Housing 
Development Trinity Fi-
nancial began construc-
tion on Phase III of the 
project in January. 

Like Phase I and Phase 

City budget includes 
$19 million for 
public housing project

Eastie resident Nick Raccuia 
starts brownie company 
for ketogenic lifestyles

East Boston Savings Bank thanks honest customer

Eastie Strong program distributes gift cards

See BUDGET Page 2

Katie Warren (left), a Northeastern University student was the first person to use a gift 
card as part of the Eastie Strong Gift Card program. She purchased pizza and salad at Dirty 
Water Dough on Maverick. Jacqueline Babin (right) is an employee at Dirty Water.

See EASTIE STRONG Page 2

Edwards named 
Vice Chair of 
the Council’s 
new Committee 
on COVID-19 
Recovery

By John Lynds

Last week, City Coun-
cil President Pro Tempore 
Matt O’Malley appointed 
At Large City Councilor 
Michael Flaherty and Dis-
trict 1 City Councilor Lyd-
ia Edwards as chair and 
vice chair of the Coun-
cil’s new Committee on 
COVID-19 Recovery. 

Last Wednesday, the 
Council unanimously vot-
ed in favor of O’Malley’s 
motion to amend the City 
Council rules to add the 
committee. The goals of 
the Committee are to exer-
cise general oversight and 
make recommendations 
on the City of Boston’s 
distribution of state and 
federal COVID-19 relief 
funding and programs. 

With the city poised to 
receive hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in federal 
support, Edwards said the 
new committee makes 
perfect sense for oversight 
and transparency. 

“This new committee 
will really help concen-
trate all of the conversa-
tions about COVID recov-
ery, and the hundreds of 
millions of dollars that’s 
going to come to the City 
of Boston,” said Edwards. 
“Normally as federal 
grants come in we have 
them go to the assigned 
relevant committees and 
then we have a hearing 
about it and a vote. But 

See EDWARDS Page 4
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   One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
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phone:   617-918-4447
email:   joe.christo@boston.gov

II, Phase III will tear down 
the old post World War II-
era brick housing on Val-
lar Road and portions of 
Faywood Avenue and be 
replaced with 81 units of 
new public housing. 

Eva Erlich, vice pres-
ident of development for 
Trinity Financial said an 
additional 42 units would 
be modernized as part of 
Phase III. 

Phase III will also in-
clude the construction of a 
centrally located park for 
residents, the demolition 
of the existing community 
center and the expansion 
of open space. 

The $51. 6 million 
Phase II portion of the 
project wrapped up last 
summer on Vallar Road. 
There, crews demolished 
87 old units in four build-
ings and constructed 88 
replacement state-funded 
public housing units in 
two townhouse buildings 
and one mid-rise build-

ing. Phase II also includ-
ed improvements to the 
existing infrastructure and 
open spaces. Phase II lev-
eraged $10 million in pro-
ceeds from the sale of the 
Winthrop Square Garage, 
as well as $1.83 million 
in Inclusionary Devel-
opment Policy Funds, 
secured from the Davis 
Companies’ 99 Sumner 
Street development in 
East Boston.

Phase III is part of the 
larger effort to transform 
the 331-unit of BHA 
owned public housing de-
velopment that was origi-
nally built in 1951. Trinity 
completed Phase I of the 
project in 2018 where 90 
units of public housing 
were replaced with 120 
units of public housing 
both in townhouse and 
apartment-style buildings.

“Orient Heights has 
come a long way in the 
four years since we first 
broke ground for phase 

one. Hundreds of BHA 
families have seen their 
quality of life improve as 
they’ve settled into new-
er, more modern homes,” 
said BHA Administrator 
Kate Bennett Tuesday. 
“I want to thank Mayor 
Janey for her commitment 
to helping us finish what 
we’ve started and com-
plete this critical work for 
our residents and for the 
neighborhood at large.”

In January 2015, the 
BHA selected the devel-
opment team of Trinity 
Financial and East Boston 
Community Development 
Corp. to work with BHA 
and Department of Hous-
ing and Community De-
velopment (DCHD) and 
finalize a redevelopment 
strategy for the site. This 
development team se-
cured financing to imple-
ment the redevelopment, 
and will own and manage 
the buildings post-rede-
velopment.

A photo of the completed Phase II portion of the overall Orient Heights Public Housing 
Development project. Acting Mayor Kim Janey earmarked $19 million for Phase III of the 
project, which began in January.  

effective supplement to 
his ketogenic diet.

 He dropped 30 pounds 
from his 5-foot-9-inch 
frame and now weighs 
155 pounds. He also im-
mediately noticed im-
provements in his mental 
clarity, an increase in en-
ergy levels, and a posi-
tive impact in his overall 
mood.

KetoBrownie is building 
a loyal customer base
Using social media 

such as Instagram to build 
an advertising platform, 
Raccuia’s new company 
generated $2,000 in sales 
in the first month.

“I’ve just kept at it the 
last four years and now 
we’ve reached $1.5 mil-
lion in online sales,” said 
Raccuia proudly. “I got 
investors six months ago 
so they infused a lot more 
capital into the business 
and hopefully I’ll be scal-
ing it up pretty heavily 
over the next few years.”

Raccuia company now 
produces multiple prod-
ucts. The most popular 
product is the ketobar 
which comes in three fla-

vors, chocolate almond, 
cookie dough, and pea-
nut butter chocolate chip. 
Customers are also trend-
ing toward the company’s 
brownie mixes.

Raccuia has set out to 
build upon the company’s 
success and he is constant-
ly looking to improve the 
recipes.

“Since our launch of the 
original product, we’ve 
done four major reformu-
lations and iterations,” 
said Raccuia. 

KetoBrownie now has 
more than 20,000 custom-
ers. Raccuia said the ke-
togenic diet gained wider 
exposure when NBA su-
perstar LeBron James be-
gan talking about its effec-
tiveness as a weight-loss 
measure in his diet.

“I’ll have to send 
LeBron a KetoBrownie 
T-shirt,” he said.

Raccuia, who works out 
regularly at a Sal Bartolo’s 
boxing gym in Winthrop, 
continues to be his com-
pany’s best promoter as a 
physically fit young man 
who says he feels great.

“I’ve never felt bet-
ter than doing keto,” said 
Raccuia. “Mentally, I have 
a lot more energy. I don’t 
feel sluggish. When I ate a 
lot of carbs, I felt sluggish, 
run-down, and tired. I of-
ten say it’s a lot like buy-
ing premium gas for your 
car – you’re just putting 
the highest possible fuel 
into your body. The main 
thing my customers tell 
me is that they generally 
feel really good.”

Customers can pur-
chase KetoBrownie prod-
ucts on the company web-
site (ketobrownie.com) 
and on Amazon.com.

Pictured above is the company logo for KetoBrownie, 
which is owned by East Boston resident Nick Raccuia.

continuing to work with 
the community through 
the long recovery process 
we all face together.”

Other sponsors of the 
program include The 
Grossman Companies, 
The Davis Companies, 
Roseland Residential, 
Trinity Financial, Cran-
shaw Construction, Lend-
Lease, East Boston Sav-
ings Bank and Norfolk 
Kitchen and Bath. The 

program is being managed 
on a pro bono basis by 
local consult, the Novus 
Group. 

The program has cur-
rently distributed over 
$25,000 dollars in direct 
aid to local restaurants.

Stephen Davis of The 
Davis Companies said his 
company wanted to find a 
way to help our tenants as 
well as contribute to the 
local restaurant economy 

which has suffered greatly 
during the pandemic. 

David Grossman of the 
Grossman Companies, 
who is spearheading the 
fundraising component 
of the program with The 
Davis Companies, said 
the program is a win for 
both local businesses and 
tenants because it helps 
tenants afford a night out 
while providing a finan-
cial lifeline to restaurants. 

wasn’t expecting any-
thing in return for her 
honesty, Gavegnano said 
he will be sending her a 
$100 American Express 
Gift Card. 

“We love our customers 
and truly believe they are 
all like Phyllis and would 
have the same level of 
honesty if put in the same 
situation,” said Gavegna-
no. “That level of honesty 
should be rewarded and 
on behalf of EBSB we 
thank Mrs. Delvecchio.”

The note and gift card EBSB tellers gave to Eastie’s Phyllis 
DelVechhio for returning an extra $100 that was accident-
ly added to her withdrawal. The bank’s President and CEO 
Richard Gavegnano plans to send her a $100 gift card. 

EBSB //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Boston City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards has sub-
mitted her Statement of 
Candidacy to the City’s 
Elections Department. 
Edwards had previous-
ly announced she will be 
seeking re-election in the 
fall to the District One 
seat.

Edwards must now col-
lect signatures from 200 
registered voters in the 

district between April 27 
and May 18 in order to 
appear on the ballot.

“I’m so excited to kick 
off the campaign and get 
out into the district col-
lecting signatures,” said 
Edwards. “Representing 
this district for the last 
three years has been the 
honor of a lifetime. I’m 
excited for the opportu-
nity to continue serving 

in this role. I can’t wait 
to get out there and safely 
collect signatures.”

Volunteers interested in 
helping Edwards collect 
signatures (while observ-
ing strict COVID safety 
protocols), phone bank, 
or hosting a virtual meet 
and greet can sign up at  
http://bit.ly/EdwardsVol-
unteer2021.

Councilor Edwards submits statement of candidacy
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GEORGE WRIGHT 
GC JUNIOR 
GOLF LESSONS 
REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN

  The Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department is 
offering free golf clinics 
at the George Wright Golf 
Course in Hyde Park for 
ages 7 to 14 years old.

The first-rate Junior Golf 
Lessons program provides 
basic instruction in the fun-
damentals of golf taught by 
professionals. Equipment 
is provided, if needed, but 
you may bring your own 
clubs. Pre-registration is 
required.

Founded in 1938, the 
18-hole par 70 Donald 
Ross-designed George 
Wright Golf Course is a 
hidden gem located at 420 
West Street in the Hyde 
Park neighborhood of Bos-
ton.

The lessons take place 
Tuesdays through Thurs-
days with classes at 9 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. The series 
repeats weekly starting 
from July 6, 2021, until 
August 12, 2021.

Clinicians are high-
ly qualified golf instruc-
tors.   To register, go to 
the “Parks Online Activ-
ity Search” link at www.
boston.gov/calendar/ju-
nior-golf-daily-lessons. 

  For more info, please 
contact Jennifer Widener at 
(617) 961-3047 or jennifer.
widener@boston.gov.

PARKS DEPT. 
ANNOUNCES EAST 
BOSTON VIRTUAL 
TREE REMOVAL 
HEARING 

In accordance with Mas-
sachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 87, the Boston 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment will hold a virtual 
public hearing on Thurs-
day, May 6, at 10:00 a.m. 
on a request to remove one 
public shade tree in East 
Boston.  

The request is for the re-
moval of one Norway ma-
ple tree measuring 14 inch-
es dbh (diameter at breast 
height) due to a building 
construction project at 69 
Lubec Street in East Bos-
ton.

The hearing will be held 
by the City of Boston’s 
Tree Warden (or desig-
nee).  Please note that due 
to the current pandemic 
the hearing will be a vir-
tual meeting via ZOOM.  
Written comments or ques-
tions may be submitted to 
parks@boston.gov prior to 
the hearing.  The informa-
tion for the ZOOM hearing 
is as follows:

To participate by com-
puter: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82708873991#-
success

To participate by phone:
1-312-626-6799
Webinar ID:  827 0887 

3991 
Public testimony will be 

taken or may be provid-
ed prior to the hearing in 
writing to the Tree Warden, 
Boston Parks and Recre-
ation Department, 1010 
Massachusetts Avenue, 3rd 
floor, Roxbury, MA 02118 
or by emailing parks@bos-
ton.gov with “East Boston 
Tree Hearing” in the sub-
ject line.  

A final decision regard-
ing the request will be 
made within two weeks of 

the hearing.  For further 
information, please contact 
the Tree Warden at (617) 
635-7275.  

TSA SEEKS INPUT 
ON MOBILE 
DRIVER’S 
LICENSES TO 
INFORM REAL ID 
RULEMAKING

The Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) 
Office of Strategy, Policy, 
and Plans and Transporta-
tion Security Administra-
tion (TSA) published a re-
quest for information in the 
Federal Register seeking 
information about security 
standards and technologies 
concerning mobile driv-
er’s licenses. Responses to 
the request for information 
will support future DHS/
TSA rulemaking to update 
the REAL ID Act imple-
menting regulation to ac-
commodate mobile driver’s 
licenses.  

Mobile driver’s licens-
es are digital representa-
tions of physical driver’s 
licenses, and are typically 
accessed via an app in-
stalled on a smartphone. 
Conceptually, mobile driv-
er’s licenses are similar to 
digital representations of 
physical credit cards that 
are accessed via apps in-
stalled on smartphones. 
DHS and TSA are inter-
ested in mobile driver’s li-
censes because, compared 
to physical driver’s licens-
es, mobile driver’s licenses 
could provide greater se-
curity to TSA and all fed-
eral agencies verifying an 
individual’s identity, stron-
ger privacy protections to 
individuals, and health and 
safety benefits to all users 
by enabling touchless iden-
tity verification.

“The TSA workforce 
comprises teams of securi-
ty-focused innovators who 
look for opportunities to 
improve security and the 
traveler experience across 
the nation’s transportation 
network,” said Darby La-
Joye, Senior Official Per-
forming the Duties of the 
TSA Administrator. “The 
mobile driver’s license is 
one emerging technology 
example, and TSA is inter-
ested in exploring its incor-
poration into our identity 
verification processes.”

The Request for Infor-
mation, solicits comments 
and input regarding tech-
nical approaches, applica-
ble industry standards and 
best practices to ensure that 
mobile driver’s licenses can 
be issued and authenticated 
with features that ensure se-
curity, privacy and identity 
fraud detection. Comments 
may be submitted until 
June 18, 2021.

The REAL ID Act ap-
plies to mobile and digital 
driver’s licenses and iden-
tification cards. To enable 
federal agency acceptance 
of mobile driver’s licens-
es for “official purposes,” 
which the REAL ID Act 
defines as including access 
to federal facilities, nuclear 
power plants, and boarding 
federally regulated com-
mercial aircraft, the REAL 
ID Act implementing regu-
lation requires an update to 
accommodate mobile driv-
er’s licenses. This request 
for information will inform 
potential updates to the reg-
ulation.

For more information 
on REAL ID, please visit 

TSA.gov.

GSCA VIRTUAL 
MEETING AGENDA

The Gove Street Citi-
zens Association (GSCA) 
monthly meeting agenda 
for Monday, April 26 is as 
follows:

GSCA monthly meet-
ing will be held ONLINE 
(and on phone) via ZOOM.  
The meeting will be start 
at 6:30 p.m.   Registration 
is required.   If you have 
not received an invitation 
to register or have difficul-
ty registering or attending, 
please go to  https://goves-
treet.org/zoom, send an 
email to  secretary@goves-
treet.org  or contact (781) 
951-4111.  

Though the agenda is 
subject to change, we plan 
to discuss the following 
items:

Attendance Roll Call
Welcome & Announce-

ments
Boston Police Updates  
Office of Neighborhood 

Services Updates – Lina 
Tramelli

Neighborhood Updates – 
Nat Taylor

2021 Love Your Block 
Spring Clean Up

Project Presentations:  
77 Lubec Street - 2nd 

Presentation & VOTE 
Aaron Daigneault - Vote 

to approve that the 77 Lu-
bec Street is zoned for nine 
units.   Mr. Daigneault has 
conflicting documenta-
tion  from the City of Bos-
ton. We will vote to oppose 
or support 77 Lubec Street 
as a nine-unit building.   

14B Geneva Street – En-
core Presentation & VOTE

Marc Savatsky and Phil 
Sima - Construct 4 fami-
ly building on vacant lot 
with 4 parking spaces in 
enclosed garage.   Attorney 
Jeff Drago presenter- 4 
Unit condo (3 stories, 34 ft 
high – 35 ft allowed) with 4 
parking spots

229 Maverick Street – 
Informational Presentation

Meggan Ayres - Roof 
Deck Addition 

Legislative Update – 
Senator Joseph Boncore 
and Representative Adrian 
Madaro

Next Meeting – Monday, 
May 24.

JPNA P&Z 
MEETING AGENDA

Jeffries Point Neighbor-
hood Association Planning 
& Zoning (P&Z) Agenda 
will be held on Wednesday 
April 21 starting at 7:00 
p,m. and is as follows:

The JPNA P&Z Meet-
ing  will be held ONLINE 
via ZOOM.   The registra-
tion link is provided in the 
meeting notice below. If 
you have any difficulty reg-
istering or attending, please 
contact us at board@jef-
friespoint.org.

If you are an abutter 
within the 300’ radius  to a 
development project and 
wish to be considered to 
speak aloud (not via chat), 
you must register at least 
24 hours in advance of the 
meeting. This is so we may 
verify your abutter status. 

  The JPNA will be re-
cording these meetings and 
may post the recordings on-
line.  

Zoom Video Conference
Registration Required! 

Please Visit The Website To 
Register For This Meeting.

AGENDA
(subject to change)

304 Sumner Street - First 
Presentation -  Erect addi-
tion and change occupancy 
from 3 to 4 units

Developer: 304 Sumner 
St, LLC-   Represented by: 
Richard C. Lynds

64 Haynes Street  - Sec-
ond Presentation  - Erect a 
four (4) story three (3) unit 
residential dwelling with 
parking for two (2) vehi-
cles.

Developer: Francesco 
Chieregatti Spoldi Rep-
resented by: Richard C. 
Lynds

1 Everett Street - Second 
Presentation -  Erect a five 
(5) story mixed-use resi-
dential building

Developer:  Richard Ga-
raffo Represented by: Jo-
seph P. Hanley and Thomas 
P. Miller

 
FRIENDS OF THE 
MARY ELLEN 
WELCH GREENWAY 
COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES

Friends of the Mary El-
len Welch Greenway Coun-
cil Meeting minutes for the 
meeting held on March 25 
are as follows:

Police Report
• Reduce in vandalism
• Some arrests
• Confiscated around 10 

guns in the past months. 5 
in one arrest.

• Still seeing scams
• 647-xxx number (not 

sure how they got it, but 
that isn’t the Police Depart-
ment)

• Just hang up on them 
and call the police to report

• When there is some-
thing concerning, they 
would email all the com-
munity contacts they have

• No issues around Wood 
Island to Constitution 
Beach

PLAN East Boston Up-
date

• Usually, Kristina Rico 
would give the update (role 
in East Boston). Today 
Nick Schmidt talked to us

• East Boston Neighbor-
hood plan is still happen-
ing. It was started 2.5 years 
ago.

• There will be commu-
nity process involving sev-
eral topics

• Commence from Imag-
ine Boston 2030 and en-
compass and distill this 

plan and the transportation 
overall vision

• More information 
about Plan East Boston is 
in English and Spanish on 
the BPDA website

• BPDA Will be present-
ing recommendations for 
the future

• Excited to get out of 
the 1-year slumber we have 
been in (we blame covid)

• East Boston has a lot 
to consider because of the 
pandemic

• BPDA has been in 
communication with other 
agencies to keep everybody 
in the loop and updated 
with the process.

• However, we are in 
the starting process, so we 
don’t meet week to week

• Wouldn’t like to see 
marine jobs badly affected 
due to redevelopment (Kar-
en)

MEWG Garden Update
• The Executive Com-

mittee, Luli and Michelle 
have been talking with 
Parks about the Mary Ellen 
Welch Memorial Garden.

• The project has been 
scaled back a bit to remove 
the pavement, but keep 
plants. Luli is working on 
updating the design with 
the changes to work on get-
ting approval from Parks.

• Hopefully we can still 
plant the garden this spring 
and have volunteers help 
with the planiting.

• Karen mentioned that 
we won’t accept anything 
that is not up to Mary Ellen, 
but that we are willing to 
compromise Spring Clean-
Up + Painting Stencils

• There will be a clean-
up on the Greenway for 
trash pick up, weeding, and 
maybe painting stencils.

• Saturday, 04/17 from 
10-12.

Spring program
•  There will be a COVID 

and Family Friendly event 
on Saturday 04/03 in front 
of the East Boston Library 
to make flowers and write 
poems.

• Michelle has reached 
out to the library and parent 
groups to help promote the 
event.

Piers Park Update
• The community orga-

nizer position is still open
Chelsea Creek
• Magdalena did a short-

er presentation of vision 

Chelsea Creek
• Collaborative planning 

(public-private partnership)
• Abandoned area
• Started from scratch 

wondering what can we 
do here? While making it 
inclusive and equitable. 
Create resiliency and ac-
cessibility

• Tried to really under-
stand what it’s happening 
planning wise

• Looked at the regulato-
ry overlay

• Doesn’t look at the Car-
go Venture area

• Magdalena is doing and 
will keep doing site visits. 
Just call her to coordinate a 
small group visit.

• Intend to balance the 
community and industrial 
needs

• Had several work-
shops, some members of 
the council and greenway 
consultants participated

• Almost everyone 
agreed that this site should 
be accessible to the public 
and include ecological res-
toration

• Include civic use
• Have a greenway loop 

in East Boston
• Intend to soften route 

1A
• Include traffic calming 

and green infrastructure
• EB medium-low in-

come is lower than the state 
and country average, so we 
need to consider this in our 
process

• We want to assure that 
works that come from this 
project go to the local

community workers
• Would be restoring 

some wetlands
Other
• Jane O’Reilly com-

mented on how the gre-
enway is mentioned in all 
community meetings of the 
area. And she doesn’t want 
to exploit it.

The next Greenway 
Council meeting will be on 
Thursday, April   22nd at 
6:30 to 8 p.m.

Zoom Link
Register in advance for 

this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.

us/meeting/register/tZEv-
deGppjMiHdR-5WDsEB_
GIfz83D_EADZh

2021 Planning & Zoning 
Meeting dates are available 
at jeffriespoint.org

News in Brief

Member FDIC | Member DIF
NMLS # 457291

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

   800.657.3272     EBSB.com
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You do so much good. Making 
a difference. Employing people. 
You’re doing amazing things. 
And we’re grateful to be along for 
the ride.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth 

announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories 
and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 

Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  We 
also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com
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AT LAST, SPRING 
HAS SPRUNG 

Spring officially may have arrived on March 21, but 
the past month has been anything but spring-like.

For those of us who live along the Massachusetts 
coastline, this is nothing new of course. The prevailing, 
on-shore sea breezes at this time of year transport air 
from the ocean that still is in the low 40s. So on days 
when the temperature may be in the 60s in central Mass., 
we’re at least 10 degrees cooler, with a wind-chill factor 
that makes it feel 10 degrees cooler than that.

In other words, the 60s elsewhere feel like the 40s 
for us.

But this week finally brought a measure of spring, not 
only because of the warmth, but because of the daffo-
dils, forsythia, and flowering trees that signal the end of 
winter and the promise of nicer days ahead.

With the coronavirus pandemic hopefully coming to 
an end, the arrival of spring is coming none too soon.

MASS SHOOTINGS ARE 
OUR NEW EPIDEMIC

Mass shootings with high-powered weapons are 
nothing new in America. The recent tragedies in Atlanta 
and Indianapolis are just two more of a long string of 
the slaughter of innocent Americans who simply were 
going about their everyday lives at work, in school, or 
at a shopping mall.

But as horrific as these well-publicized incidents have 
been, they are just the proverbial tip of the iceberg when 
it comes to mass shootings all across the country, which 
have been occurring at ever-increasing rates.

In the past 30 days since the Atlanta massacre, there 
have been 45 mass shootings -- defined as incidents 
where four or more people have been shot -- across the 
U.S. 

The vast majority of these shootings never make it 
into the national headlines to the extent of the Atlanta 
and Indianapolis incidents, but they are real. For exam-
ple, on April 8 in Bryan, Texas, a gunman (who appar-
ently was a disgruntled former employee) shot six per-
sons at a cabinet-making company. One was killed and 
five were wounded, four critically.

We could go on and on, but the bottom line is that 
America is the only place in the world where mass 
shootings are a daily part of life. And the reason is very 
simple: America is the only country where there are 
more guns than people and a large percentage of those 
weapons are high-capacity, semi-automatic firearms.

Ardent supporters of gun ownership make the time-
worn argument that if there are restrictions on gun own-
ership, then only criminals will have guns.

But the reality is that the perpetrators of mass shoot-
ing incidents are not criminals -- they’re typically the 
guy next door who has some sort of mental health or 
anger issue, but who has been able to buy a high-capac-
ity weapon on a whim and go on a shooting rampage a 
short time later.

The shooter in Atlanta, for example, had purchased 
his gun just a day before he went on his murderous 
spree.

Other nations -- principally narco-terrorist states such 
as Mexico and Honduras -- may have higher homicide 
rates, but mass shootings by, and of, ordinary civilians 
are a uniquely American phenomenon. 

Countries with broad gun-ownership, such as Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, have instituted common-sense 
laws that have eliminated mass-shootings. Australia did 
so after a school massacre in 1996 -- and there have 
been no similar incidents since then.

What will it take for America to reach the tipping 
point that will persuade Congress to implement com-
mon-sense gun legislation? 

We’re obviously not there yet. Our guess is it will 
occur only when Americans will be fearful of gathering 
such that it will affect travel and business. After all, who 
wants to travel to a state where people are allowed to 
openly carry high-capacity weaponry?

But in the meantime, America tragically will remain 
among the most randomly-violent places on the planet.

Since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Suf-
folk County Sheriff Ste-
ven W. Tompkins and the 
Suffolk County Sheriff’s 
Department have worked 
diligently and effectively 
within the two facilities - 
the Suffolk County House 
of Correction and the Suf-
folk County Jail - to ensure 
the health and safety of 
both staff and the people in 
Department care and cus-
tody.

While successfully 
maintaining these efforts 
to isolate and prevent the 
spread of the virus inside 
his facilities, Sheriff Tomp-
kins has since widened his 
scope of protection to in-
clude the residents of Suf-
folk County, and those well 
beyond, in an effort to keep 
them safe and healthy.

With an initiative that 
kicked off in early March, 
Sheriff Tompkins and the 
Department created a se-
ries of video public service 
announcements (PSA) 
designed to encourage 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
among residents in Boston, 
Chelsea, Revere, Winthrop 
and across the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts 
to help lower the spiking 
infection rate in the state 
and hasten the end of the 
pandemic.

Beginning with his first 
PSA titled, “It’s Up To 
Us,” and producing five 
subsequent videos, Sheriff 
Tompkins has assembled 

an impressive roster of 
local elected officials of 
color, community activists, 
clergy, and medical profes-
sionals to target the com-
munities that have been 
among the hardest hit by 
the virus with the highest 
concentration of essential, 
public-facing employees 
and the least amount of 
access to quality medical 
care.

PSAs have included 
outreach to women, se-
niors, and members of the 
Haitian, Cape Verdean and 
Latinx communities and 
feature, among others, a 
distinguished list of partic-
ipants that includes: Acting 
Mayor Kim Janey; Suffolk 
County District Attorney 
Rachael Rollins; State 
Senator Sonia Chang-Di-
az; State Representatives 
Russell Holmes, Nika Elu-
gardo, Jon Santiago, Eliza-
beth Miranda and Brandy 
Fluker Oakley; Boston 
City Councilors Michelle 
Wu, Andrea Campbell, 
Annissa Essaibi George, 
Lydia Edwards, Ricardo 
Arroyo, and Julia Mejia; 
Register of Probate Felix 
Arroyo, Sr., former Sena-
tor Linda Dorcena Forry; 
former State Representa-
tives Marie St. Fleur and 
Evandro Carvalho; East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center CEO Man-
ny Lopes; City of Boston 
Chief of Economic De-
velopment John Barros; 
Vanessa Calderón-Rosado, 

Chief Executive Officer 
of Inquilinos Boricuas en 
Acción; Father Miracle; 
Pastor Keke; President 
and CEO of El Mundo 
Boston, Alberto Vassallo 
III; Chief Diversity Offi-
cer for State Street Corp. 
Paul Francisco; Gener-
al Counsel at Compass 
Working Capital Betty 
Francisco; Co-Founder of 
Haitian Americans United 
Gertrude Delsoin; Suffolk 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Assistant Deputy Su-
perintendent Abiezer Ayu-
so and, of course, Sheriff 
Tompkins himself.   

“For those people with 
the platform and ability to 
step up and help to pro-
mote the safety and well-
being of our communities, 

I feel that it is absolutely 
incumbent upon us to do 
so,” said Sheriff Tompkins. 
“We need to do everything 
in our power to encourage 
our brothers and sisters 
to get vaccinated because 
they are vital to our efforts 
in overcoming this pan-
demic. We’ve already lost 
far, far too many people to 
COVID-19 and we need to 
do what we can to prevent 
any further losses of our 
family members friends 
and citizens.”

Residents are encour-
aged to consult with their 
medical practitioner or vis-
it: www.mass.gov  for in-
formation about where and 
when they can receive their 
vaccination.

Sheriff Tompkins continues vaccination education campaign

Suffolk County Sheriff Steven W. Tompkins is shown receiv-
ing his COVID-19 vaccination.

here comes hundreds of 
millions of dollars and 
the question is how do we 
make sure we’re concen-
trated on COVID recovery 
and this funding doesn’t 
just get washed away on 
other things.”

Edwards said the com-
mittee will work to stra-
tegically direct federal 
dollars so they can be used 
appropriately.  

“I don’t want this fund-
ing to be used to fill the 
normal gaps that have 
to be filled,” said Ed-
wards. “That’s not how 
this is going to work. We 
want to make sure we’re 
talking about real struc-
tural changes that need to 
happen--specifically, aid 
to individuals and to our 
businesses because they 
were hurt in a unique way 
for a long time by this pan-
demic. It’s hard enough for 
people to track where tax-
payers’ dollars are going 
so the idea is if we have 
one committee where all of 
the COVID related dollars 

are going then it’s easier 
for us to be held account-
able and be more transpar-
ent to the public. What we 
want to make sure we are 
not filling in budget gaps 
with these funds but real-
ly doing something new. 
If we’re not dedicating a 
majority of our efforts to 
bringing people who lost 
everything back, bringing 
jobs back, bringing home-
owners and tenants back 
and just dedicating our ef-
forts   to business as usual 
we will fail the city and its 
citizens.”

With her home neigh-
borhood of Eastie hit hard-
er than nearly every other 
neighborhood in Boston 
by the pandemic, Edwards 
is in a unique position to 
bring some insight to the 
committee on how funds 
should be targeted. 

“I have never been more 
proud of my neighborhood 
and district than during 
this pandemic and I know 
that we’re going to swing 
back stronger than ever,” 

said Edwards. “I really 
think I’m uniquely posi-
tioned because my district 
has been hurt the most by 
this pandemic. So I want 
to help navigate a lot of 
these conversations to-
wards how the funding can 
help the most and have the 
biggest impact on the lives 
of residents.”

These federal funds will 
support a national vaccina-
tion program, small busi-
nesses, provide emergency 
relief and resources for 
schools’ safe reopening. 

“The purpose of the 
Committee is to elevate 
incoming federal and 
state funds, while ensur-
ing there are community 
voices throughout the en-
tire process ensuring that 
these funds are distributed 
equitably, fairly, and ef-
fectively,” said O’Malley. 
“As the city recovers from 
COVID-19’s devastating 
inequitable impacts on 
public health, housing, and 
the economy, we will work 
toward building a more 

resilient future for every 
Bostonian.” 

While Flaherty said, “A 
critical benefit of having 
a stand alone committee 
focused on reviewing this 
funding is that the Council 
can now provide a singular 
public forum for residents 
to provide input on how 
the funding is spent. I am 
looking forward to engag-
ing residents and stake-
holders from every neigh-
borhood in our City to 
make sure that this fund-
ing will have the greatest 
impact on the programs, 
services and communities 
that need it most.” 

Aside from Edwards 
and Flaherty, committee 
members include Council-
or Ricardo Arroyo, Chair 
of Public Health Com-
mittee, Councilor Kenzie 
Bok, Chair of Ways and 
Means Committee, and 
Councilor Ed Flynn, Chair 
of City and Neighborhood 
Services Committee.

Edwards//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By John Lynds

East Boston residents 
are still recovering from 
the traffic nightmares 
caused by the ill conceived 
reconfiguration of the 
Sumner Tunnel toll plaza 
when MassDOT switched 
to All Electronic Tolling 
(AET). 

Now, MassDOT is plan-
ning an ambitious resto-
ration project for the de-
caying Sumner Tunnel. 

According to MassDOT, 
beginning in 2022 the tun-
nel that leads from Eastie 
to the North End will un-
dergo a full restoration. 

It’s no secret the tunnel 
has seen its better days. 
Crumbling concrete, miss-
ing wall and ceiling panels, 
broken lights and pot holes 
make for an interesting trip 
into Downtown to say the 

least. 
However, MassDOT 

will host two community 
meetings next week to dis-
cuss the upcoming project. 
The meetings will be held 
on Tuesday, April 27 at 6 
p.m. and Thursday, April 
29 at 6 p.m. Both meet-
ings will be held on Zoom. 
The first meeting’s Zoom 
ID will be 889 2113 5782 
and the passcode will be 
860159. The second meet-
ing’s Zoom ID will be 862 
2389 6416 and the pass-
code will be 765313. 

“The purpose of these 
upcoming meetings is to 
provide the public with 
the opportunity to become 
fully acquainted with the 
project,” said MassDOT 
in a statement. “All views 
and comments made at the 
hearing will be reviewed 
and considered to the max-

imum extent possible.”
MassDOT has already 

warned that the “Sumner 
Tunnel Centennial Proj-
ect” will create significant 
impacts to the communi-
ty and commuters during 
construction. 

“During the meetings, 
MassDOT will review 
the construction activi-
ties and schedule, tunnel 
closures, traffic detours, 
and community impacts,” 
continued the statement. 
“Attendees will have the 
opportunity to ask ques-
tions and offer comments.”

Eastie’s traffic night-
mare began nearly five 
years ago after the Sumner 
Tunnel tolls were taken 
down and replaced with 
AET.

Apparently MassDOT, 
when designing the new 
entrance into the mouth 

of the tunnel used outdat-
ed traffic projections that 
predicted traffic going into 
the tunnel would grow by 
half a percent each year. 
Going on those projections 
traffic into the Sumner 
should have only grown by 
2.5 percent from 2013 to 
2018. However, MassDOT 
said that traffic has explod-
ed and there was a whop-
ping 47 percent increase in 
tunnel traffic since 2013. 
That was nearly 45 percent 
more than MassDOT pre-
dicted over the same time 
period.

Residents are eager to 
see if the latest MassDOT 
project to improve the 
Sumner Tunnel will have 
the same dire effects on 
traffic in the neighborhood 
as the last project.

2022 Sumner Tunnel restoration project meeting scheduled 
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FIND YOUR NEW FAVORITE SPOT
AT ALLINCLUSIVEBOS.COM

LIFE.
CHANGING.
FLAVOR.

50Kitchen
Dorchester
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Staff Report

The pandemic created 
financial and social hard-
ships for Massachusetts 
families, including lost 
employment and isolation 
from loved ones.  For high 
school seniors, the dis-
rupted academic year left 
many unable to focus on 
life after graduation.

As vaccination rates in-
crease, in-person classes 
resume, and hope emerg-
es, a statewide effort is 
underway to reach unde-
cided high school students 
and parents with an en-
couraging message: there 
are still many choices for 
college in the fall and op-
portunities to receive fed-
eral and state financial aid. 

A coalition of state and 

non-profit organizations 
across the Common-
wealth is promoting that 
message in a campaign 
called “Worth It,” urging 
high school seniors and 
parents to apply for col-
lege financial aid as an 
important step in realizing 
their college dreams. The 
campaign also includes 
ways students and parents 
can seek free, expert help 
in pursuing higher educa-
tion.

For example, Mas-
sachusetts Education-
al Financing Authority 
(MEFA), will host a free, 
online workshop to help 
students and parents com-
plete the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). The FAFSA is 
the key to unlocking col-

lege financial aid from 
federal, state, and institu-
tional sources. 

	 Filling out the 
FAFSA helps keep college 
an option for the fall but 
does not commit a student 
to enrolling. Yet, fewer 
high school seniors have 
filled out the FAFSA  this 
year than in the previous 
two years.  This has fi-
nancial aid experts con-
cerned that a generation of 
low-income and minority 
students will miss out on a 
college education.

	 MEFA’s FAF-
SA Festival is open for 
Massachusetts residents 
to drop in on Saturday, 
April 24, between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Visit mefa.org/
events/fafsa-festival  for 
information. In advance 

of the event, MEFA rec-
ommends students begin 
filling out the FAFSA and 
to then bring their ques-
tions to the FAFSA Festi-
val. Families can start the 
FAFSA at  fafsa.gov  and 
find other helpful resourc-
es at  mass.gov/finan-
cialaid.

	 “The pandemic 
has created many chal-
lenges for families, and 
we just want them to know 
that they don’t have to de-
fer their dream of a college 
education. We have a team 
of experts volunteering to 
help high school seniors 
achieve their goals by ac-
cessing financial aid op-
portunities,” said Thomas 
Graf, Executive Director 
of MEFA.

	 In addition to the 
FAFSA Festival, MEFA 

will host  Opportunities 
for After High School, a 
virtual panel discussion 
with four higher education 
leaders from the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Higher Education, Dean 
College, and Worcester 
State University, detailing 
colleges and programs of-
fering enrollment for Fall 
2021, the available federal 
and state financial aid to 
help pay for a two-year 
and four-year college or 
university, and resources 
to help students complete 
the FAFSA. The panel 
discussion will be Thurs-
day, April 29th, at 6:30 
p.m. To attend, visit mefa.
org/events/opportuni-
ties-for-after-high-school.

	 MEFA is a not-
for-profit state authori-
ty, not reliant on state or 

federal appropriations, 
established under Massa-
chusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 15C. MEFA’s 
mission, since its found-
ing in 1982, has been to 
help Massachusetts stu-
dents and families access 
and afford higher educa-
tion and reach financial 
goals through education 
programs, tax-advantaged 
savings plans, low-cost 
loans, and expert guid-
ance. All of MEFA’s work 
aligns with the ever-pres-
ent goal to support the in-
dependence, growth, and 
success of Massachusetts 
students and families. 	
Visit  mefa.org  to learn 
more or follow MEFA on 
Twitter @mefatweets  and 
on Facebook at mefaMA

            
  Boston Water and Sewer Commission  

(BWSC) 
980 Harrison Avenue 

Boston, MA 02119 

                  WATER MAIN FLUSHING NOTICE 
Boston Water and Sewer Commission will commence Water 
Main Flushing (Sector 2) in parts of the East Boston area 
starting:  

 April 25, 2021 through May 12, 2021 

The boundaries for the areas being 
flushed:  Chelsea Creek to the north, 
Boston Harbor to the south, I-90 to the 
east and Boston Harbor to the west. 

The purpose of the Water Main Flushing 
Program is to improve drinking water 
quality for residents and businesses.  

Water Main flushing will take place between the hours of  
10:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M. 

The flushing process may cause discolored water and a 
reduction in pressure. The discoloration of the water will be 
temporary and is not harmful.  If the condition persists, please 
contact BWSC's 24 Hour Service at (617) 989-7000. 

BWSC appreciates your patience as we work to improve the 
quality of drinking water we will provide to the residents and 
businesses of Boston. 

If you have any questions, contact BWSC's Night Operations 
Manager at (617) 989-7000 or visit our website @ 
www.bwsc.org. 

EBHS football is off to a great start with a 5-1 season so far. Contributing to the teams success are the seniors. Front row, Anirichna Sophorlrath, Henry Antunez, Christian Feudo, Darwin 
Castellon, Kevin Garcia, and Aamir Johnson. Back row, John Festa, Dary Pimental, Coach John Parziale, Michael Zelaya, and Ty Birkner.

Mom’s The Word! SHOW 
YOUR MOM HOW MUCH YOU LOVE HER!

This is my mother - Mother ’s name __________________________________________________

Drawn By - Your name _________________________________________________

Phone # ______________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________  

DRAW YOUR 

MOM!

Draw Your Mom
• Complete the picture by creating a picture of your mother
• Pens, pencils, markers or crayons, use colors

Email or Text Your photo to promo@reverejournal.com
Please include the publication in the email or text

Or mail to: The Independent Newspaper Group, 385 Broadway, Ste 105, Revere
Deadline for entries will be Friday, April 30th. 

Entries will be published in the May 5th, & 6th issues of the Revere Journal, Chelsea Record, Everett 
Independent, East Boston Times, Winthrop Sun Transcript, The Lynn Journal &

 The Charlestown Patriot Bridge

EAST BOSTON SENIOR JETS

Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority holds Zoom session for college financial aid
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For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 
7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30am Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, APRIL 22ND, 2021 THROUGH WEDNESDAY APRIL 28TH, 2021

Kraft Macaroni & Cheese  single box only ...10/$10.00
Idahoan Mashed Potato Pouches .............10/$10.00
Hunts Snack Packs .....................................10/$10.00
Dannon Light & Fit Yogurt .........................10/$10.00
Best Yet Potato Chips ....................................2/$4.00
Best Yet Cranberry Juice  64 oz .................. 4/$5.00
Gatorade 6 pk  lemon or lime only .................2/$4.00
General Mills Honey Nut Cheerios ................. 2/$5.00
Best Yet Peanut Butter ..................................2/$3.00
Best Yet Apple Juice  64 oz ..........................2/$3.00
Guildens Mustard  12 oz ............................... 4/$5.00
Hunts Ketchup  20 oz ..................................... 4/$5.00
Dynamo Laundry Detergent ........................... 2/$5.00
Best Yet Frozen Bagels ..................................2/$3.00
Vans Waffles ...................................................... 2/$5.00
P.F. Chang Meals ....................................................$6.99 
Best Yet Sour Cream  16 oz ..........................2/$3.00
Simply Smart Milk  64 oz................................2/$7.00

Margherita Genoa Salami.............................$6.99/lb
Belgioioso Slicing Provolone ......................... $4.99/lb
Sara Lee Honey Ham ......................................$6.99/lb
Best Yet Corned Beef ...................................$6.99/lb
Best Yet Salads-Potato-Macaroni-Cole Slaw .........$2.99

1 lb pkg

Weekend Specials
Friday,April 23rd to Sunday April 25th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Hydro Cucumbers .............................................. 4/$5.00
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples .................2/$5.00
California Lemons ..............................................2/$1.00
Tangy Limes ................................................................ 59¢
California Sweet Seedless Navel Oranges .......99¢/lb
Hot  Slicing Tomatoes ...................................... $1.49/lb
All Purpose Yellow Onions  2 lb bag ..................... $1.49

Bakery

BAKERY
Mini Cupcakes ...................................................$3.69

DELI 
Russer Wunderbar German Bologna ......$2.59/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef  ................................. $7.99/lb
Hans Kissle Cheese Tortellini Salad.........$5.99/lb

PRODUCE
Fresh Sweet Red Seedless Grapes .........$1.79/lb
USA Grown Fresh Pint Blueberries ...............$3.99
California Celery Hearts ............................2/$5.00

MEAT
Fresh Pork Tenderloin .................................$3.99/lb
Bone in Blade Lamb Chops ........................ $4.99/lb
Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 26-30ct  ................... $7.99

GROCERY
Best Yet K-Cups ...................................$3.99 limit 3
Best Yet Ice Cream ..........................2/$4.00 limit 4
Best Yet Butters Quarters ........... 2/$5.00 limit 4

Apple or Raspberry Turnovers  2 pk .................$2.49 
Our Own Oatmeal Raisin Cookies  10 ct ......... $2.99 
Blueberry Pies ......................................................$4.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Assorted Pork Loin Chops .......................... $1.69 /lb
New York Shell Sirloin Steaks ..................... $4.99/lb
Chicken Leg Quarters .......................................79¢/lb
Boneless Chicken Thighs .............................. $1.79/lb

Carando Spiral Hams .....................................$1.99/lb
Sirloin Spoon Roast ..................................... $4.89/lb
Jones All Natural Sausage links or patties 2/$7.00
Best Yet Bacon  16 oz ...............................2/$10.00
Bob Evans Chicken Entrees   20 oz ........... 2/$8.00

Family Pack Specials

EAST BOSTON JETS VARSITY VOLLEYBALL LOSE TO LATIN ACADEMY 3-0

The East Boston High School Varsity Volleyball 
Team dropped a home game last week to Latin Acade-
my, bringing their season record to 8-1. 

Luisa Sanchez sets for a pass to a teammate.

Kennetta Roebuck with a close play at the net.
Head Coach Clarita Prudencio with East Boston Jet Cap-
tains, Jennifer Delgado (left) and Whitney Ruberto (right).

Brittaney Elliott serves for the Jets.

Capt.Whitney Ruberto keeps the ball in play.

Head Coach Clarita Prudencio with the East Boston Jets Varsity Volley Team:  Front row: Jaden Pacitta, Brittany Elliott, 
Jennifer Delgado, Whitney Ruberto, Kennetta Roebuck, Luisa Sanchez, and Salome Arango. Back row: Liliana Vargas, 
Esperanza Cruz, Cindy Alfaro, Alexmayri Peguero, and Emely Cruz.

Captain Jennifer Delgado returns a volley for the Jets.
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April 27 - June 17
Tuesdays & Thursdays |  5:30-7:00pm

Games and Practice take place at  
East Boston Memorial Park

SWINGING FOR 
THE FENCES 

EAST BOSTON YMCA   |   YMCA OF GREATER BOSTON

EAST BOSTON YMCA T-BALL LEAGUE

GAMES BEGIN TUESDAY, APRIL 27! REGISTER TODAY!

Our T-Ball program is designed for 3-6 year olds.  
They will learn the basic T-Ball fundamentals, including 
hitting, fielding, sportsmanship and love of the game.  

All Children will receive their own T-shirt and Hat! 

Open to Y Members and Community Members! 

Visit ymcaboston.org/active-programs or the Y 
at 215 Bremen Street for more info or to register.

To boost access to 
COVID-19 vaccines and 
support transportation 
needs as more Massachu-
setts residents become 
eligible,Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts 
(“Blue Cross”) continues 
to sponsor free Bluebikes 
rides to and from vacci-
nation sites located within 
the Bluebikes system. Pro-
viding equitable access to 
vaccines is a critical prior-
ity for Blue Cross, which 
recently made a $1 mil-
lion commitmenttoward 
transportation to and from 
vaccination sites in un-
derserved communities 
across the state, in part-
nership with Lyft and the 
Massachusetts League of 
Community Health Cen-
ters. Residents are eligible 
for two complimentary 
Bluebikes Adventure Pass 
rides, available across the 
system’s 10 municipal-
ities:Arlington, Boston, 
Brookline, Cambridge, 
Chelsea, Everett, Newton, 
Revere, Somerville and 
Watertown. Blue Cross is 
the title sponsor of Blue-
bikes, which is owned by 
the municipalities and op-
erated by Lyft.

“Bluebikes is an im-
portant part of our pub-
lic transportation system 
in Boston, particularly 
during the pandemic,” said 
Boston Mayor Kim Janey. 
“We’re grateful for Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of 
Massachusetts’ support in 
encouraging every Bosto-
nian to get vaccinated.”   

Riders can take ad-
vantage of this offer by 
downloading and open-
ing the Bluebikes app 

on a mobile device and 
using the vaccination 
codes “BLUEVAX1” and 
“BLUEVAX2,” providing 
residents who require two 
vaccine doses with com-
plimentary Bluebikes trips 
for both appointments. 
Each code will unlock 
one free Adventure Pass 
beginning April 19, and 
includes free unlimited 
two-hour rides for a 24-
hour period, giving riders 
the flexibility to travel to 
and from a vaccination 
site (for information and 
to find a vaccination lo-
cation, please visit mass.
gov/covid-19-vaccine). In 
addition, complimentary 
bike valets will be avail-
able at Bluebikes stations 
nearest two mass vaccina-
tion sites, the Hynes Con-
vention Center (Newbury 
St. and Hereford St.) and 
the Reggie Lewis Center 
(Roxbury Crossing), be-
ginning April 26, courtesy 
of Blue Cross and Lyft. 
Bluebikes associates will 
offer expanded docking 
and bike availability to 
make coming and going 
easier. 

“We’re committed to 
supporting our communi-
ties and removing barriers 
to this critical vaccine, es-
pecially in underserved ar-
eas,” said Kathy Klingler, 
chief consumer experi-
ence and marketing of-
ficer at Blue Cross. “As 
appointments become 
available to the majority 
of Massachusetts resi-
dents beginning Monday, 
we encourage residents to 
get vaccinated and to take 
advantage of safe and free 
transportation options.” 

Blue Cross is in the 
fourth year of a six-year 
Bluebikes title sponsor-
ship, which launched in 
May 2018. Through its 
partnership with the mu-
nicipal owners ofBlue-
bikes, Blue Cross con-
tinues to support system 
growth and accessibility, 
including station expan-
sions, upgrades and addi-
tional bikes.

About Bluebikes
Bluebikes is public 

transportation by bike. 
Owned and jointly gov-
erned by the municipali-
ties of Boston, Brookline, 
Cambridge, Chelsea, Ev-
erett, and Somerville and 
now serving Arlington, 
Newton, Revere and Wa-
tertown, Bluebikes is a 
fast, fun, and affordable 
transportation option. 
Since launching in 2011, 
more than 12 million trips 
have been taken on Blue-
bikes, including more than 
2 million trips in 2020.

About Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts

Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of  Massachusetts  (bluec-
rossma.org) is a commu-
nity-focused, tax-paying, 
not-for-profit health plan 
headquartered in  Bos-
ton. We are committed to 
the relentless pursuit of 
quality, affordable health 
care  with  an unparal-
leled consumer experi-
ence.  Consistent with our 
promise to always put our 
members first, we are rat-
ed among the nation’s best 
health plans for member 
satisfaction and quali-
ty.  Connect with us on 
Facebook, Twitter, You-
Tube, andLinkedIn.

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                     PRICE
Patel, Aditi	 119 Barnes Avenue LLC	 119 Barnes Ave #3              	 $638,000
133 Boardman Street LLC	 Vecchio-Cowan, Priscilla	 133 Boardman St           	 $630,000
Prakash, Varshini L    	 Matos, Priscilla E    	 193-195 Chelsea St #2        	 $439,000
Boland, Julia       	 Coppersmith Way LLC	 1 Coppersmith Way #3       	 $840,000
Omalley, Ryan     	 Tays Realty LLC	 115 Falcon St #2              	 $725,000
Martinez, Brian S	 Cramer, Bruce J	 48 Frankfort St #8         	 $400,000
Lim FT           	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #102               	 $575,000
Beyna, Mercedes	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #106             	 $700,000 
Xu, Aisheng	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #114         	 $990,000
Chase, William P         	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #205              	 $625,000
Meng, Fanyu        	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #209         	 $1,550,000
Mehra, Nivedita      	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #210        	 $1,634,000
Qian, Susan	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #213             	 $1,110,000
Gormley, Brian J          	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #214      	 $1,060,000
45 Lewis Street 511 RT   	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #511           	 $1,215,000
Gardiner, Gregg A	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #512       	 $1,196,000
Li, Xiang	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #PH19         	 $936,100
Mei, Lina	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #PH5          	 $685,000
Ellard, Brian D	 Slip 45 Owner LLC	 45 Lewis St #PH8           	 $637,500
Sanchez, Rochio D    	 Baglio, James J         	 260 Lexington St              	 $780,000
Kibbler, Emily S	 Girard, Eric	 269 Lexington St #1           	 $374,000
Butterfield, Michael J	 Falcucci Properties LLC	 39 Lexington St #2          	 $590,000
Deblas-Waldo, Jose D	 Zawaski, Richard L     	 109 Leyden St               	 $810,000
109 Liverpool Street LLC	 Liverpool Ctrl Mav 109 	 109 Liverpool St        	 $1,080,000
Maverick Sq Prop LLC	 Velez, Martin       	 87-89 Liverpool St        	 $2,300,000
Maverick Sq Prop LLC	 Velez, Martin      	 91-93 Liverpool St          	 $2,300,000

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts offers free 
Bluebikes rides to COVID-19 vaccination appointments

By John Lynds 

Despite a successful 
vaccine rollout so far in the 
neighborhood, East Bos-
ton’s weekly COVID-19 
positive test rate contin-
ues to climb and increased 
another 12 percent last 
week. The weekly posi-
tive test rate has increased 
16 percent, 20 percent, 10 
percent and now 12 per-
cent week over week since 
the end of March. 

According to the latest 
data released by the Bos-
ton Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC), last 
week, 2,012 Eastie resi-
dents were tested for the 

virus last week and 7.4 
percent were positive--a 
12 percent increase from 
the 6.6 percent reported 
by the BPHC two weeks 
ago. 

Of the 38,657 East-
ie residents tested for 
COVID since the pan-
demic began, 19.1 percent 
overall were found to be 
positive for the virus. This 
was an increase of half a 
point from the 19 percent 
reported by the BPHC two 
weeks ago. 

However, positive test 
rates citywide decreased 
but fell below the five  
percent threshold.  

According to the BPHC, 

26,430 residents were test-
ed and 4.9 percent were 
COVID positive--this was 
a two percent decrease 
from the 5 percent posi-
tive test rate reported by 
the BPHC two weeks ago. 
The five percent threshold 
has been used to plan Bos-
ton’s phased reopening 
strategies. 

Eastie’s COVID in-
fection rate increased by 
1.9 percent last week and 
went from 1,553.2 cases 
per 10,000 residents to 
1583.5 cases per 10,000 
residents. 

An additional 142 East-
ie residents contracted the 
virus and there are now 

The latest release 
of AARP’s  Nursing 
Home COVID-19 Dash-
board  shows that both 
cases and deaths in nurs-
ing homes declined in the 
four weeks ending March 
21. Although these rates 
are improving, chron-
ic problems in nursing 
homes—revealed during 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic—continue. In Massa-
chusetts, during the four 
weeks ending March 
21, 2021, .49 percent of 
nursing homes reported 
a shortage of nurses or 
aides, down from 2.4 per-
cent from the previous re-
porting period.

Deaths of nursing home 
residents in Massachu-
setts have significantly 
decreased from the previ-
ous period, dropping from 
a rate of .79 to .10 per 100 
residents. New infections 
among residents and staff 
also declined to less than 
half of previous levels. 
Resident cases fell from 
2.4 to .34 per 100 resi-
dents, and new staff cases 
declined from 2.4 to .49 
per 100 residents.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has brought to light 
the chronic, ongoing prob-
lems that have plagued the 
nursing home industry for 
decades, including staff-
ing shortages, poor in-
fection control, transpar-
ency, and accountability, 
said Mike Festa, AARP 
Massachusetts State Di-

rector. “Following the 
COVID-related deaths of 
more than 9,000 nursing 
home residents and staff 
in Massachusetts, now is 
the time to eradicate these 
failings that jeopardize the 
health and safety of nurs-
ing home residents.” 

AARP continues to 
urge elected officials to 
act immediately, focusing 
this year on:

  * Enacting or making 
permanent the compo-
nents of AARP’s five-
point plan

* Prioritizing regular 
and ongoing testing and 
adequate personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) for 
residents and staff—as 
well as inspectors and any 
visitors.

* Improving transpar-
ency focused on daily, 
public reporting of cases 
and deaths in facilities; 
communication with fam-
ilies about discharges and 
transfers; and account-
ability for state and fed-
eral funding that goes to 
facilities.

* Ensuring access to 
in-person visitation fol-
lowing federal and state 
guidelines for safety, and 
require continued access 
to virtual visitation for all 
residents.

*   Ensuring quality care 
for residents through ade-
quate staffing, oversight, 
and access to in-person 
formal advocates, called 
long-term care Ombuds-

men.
* Rejecting immunity 

for long-term care facili-
ties related to COVID-19.

* Establishing min-
imum nursing staffing 
standards

* Ensuring progress is 
made so that in-person 
visitation can safely occur 
and facilitating virtual vis-
itation

* Creating a pathway 
for single occupancy 
rooms in nursing homes

The  AARP Nursing 
Home COVID-19 Dash-
board  analyzes federally 
reported data in four-week 
periods going back to June 
1, 2020. Using this data, 
the AARP Public Policy 
Institute, in collaboration 
with the Scripps Geron-
tology Center at Miami 
University in Ohio, cre-
ated the dashboard to 
provide snapshots of the 
virus’ infiltration into 
nursing homes and impact 
on nursing home residents 
and staff, to identify spe-
cific areas of concern at 
the national and state lev-
els in a timely manner.

The complete Nurs-
ing Home COVID-19 
Dashboard is available 
at  www.aarp.org/nurs-
inghomedashboard. For 
more information on 
how COVID is impact-
ing nursing homes and 
AARP’s advocacy on this 
issue, visit www.aarp.org/
nursinghomes.

 

7,431 confirmed cases, up 
from the 7,289 reported 
two weeks ago. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the number 
of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive 
cases of coronavirus in-
creased 3.4 percent   per-
cent last week and went 
from      65,474 cases to 
67,685 confirmed cases in 
a week. Three addition-
al Boston residents died 
from the virus last week 
and there are now 1,361 
total deaths in the city 
from COVID.

Weekly COVID positive test rate keeps rising in Eastie

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 statistics 
by neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID 
testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 

New AARP analysis shows Massachusetts COVID 
cases and deaths declining in nursing homes
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Visit eastietimes.com

To place a 
memoriam in 

the Times Free 
Press, please call 
781-485-0588

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

Edward J. Bushee of 
Chelmsford, formerly of 
Revere, died on April 14 
at the age of 80. 

E d w a r d 
p r o u d l y 
served his 
country in 
the United 
States Army 

and was a member of the 
National Guard 26 YD 
Yankee Division Band.  
He played several instru-
ments.   Edward loved the 
arts and listening to jazz 
music. 

The beloved husband 
of the late Rosemary 
(Hayes), he is survived 
by his daughters, Heidi 
Ricker and her husband, 
Jonathan of Tewksbury 
and Suzanne Silvestri and 
her husband, Nicholas of 
Danvers; dear brother of 
the late Frederick Bushee 
Jr, and Mary Murphy and 
cherished grandfather of 
Haley and Delilah Ricker 
and   Nico and Luca Sil-
vestri.  He is also survived 
by many nieces and neph-
ews.  

A Visitation will be 
held at the Paul Buonfi-
glio & Sons-Bruno Fu-

neral Home 128 Revere 
St, Revere on Friday April 
23, 2021 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 pm followed by 
a private prayer service.  
Due to capacity limits, we 
ask that you keep you visit 
brief to allow others to en-
ter.   Relatives and friends 
are kindly invited.  Masks 
and social distancing are 
required at the funeral 
home.  

Interment will be in 
Puritan Lawn Memorial 
Park.   In lieu of flowers 
donations may be made 
to the American Cancer 
society 3 Speen St, Fram-
ingham, MA 01701.  For 
guestbook, please vis-
it www.buonfiglio.com.

Claire Helfer
A woman who thoroughly enjoyed the 

closeness of family and the fun of sharing 
time with them

Family and friends are 
invited to attend visiting 
hours on Thursday, April 
22 from 4 to 7 p.m., in the 
Vertuccio & Smith, Home 
for Funerals, 773 Broad-
way (Rte. 107) Revere 
for Claire N. (Mathison) 
Helfer who passed peace-
fully on Saturday, April 17 
in the Lighthouse Nursing 
Care Center of Revere 
following a long illness. 
Following the visitation, 
a Funeral Service will be 
conducted in the Funer-
al Home at 7:15 p.m. In-
terment is private. Face 
masks must be worn at all 
times and social distancing 
must be maintained in the 
funeral home. All attend-
ees are required to pro-
vide their name and phone 
number for contact tracing 
and temperatures will be 
checked prior to entering 
the funeral home. Only 25 
people are allowed in the 
Funeral Home at one time. 
Guests are asked to visit 
briefly and to exit the fu-
neral home to allow others 
to enter.

Born and raised in East 
Boston, she was a gradu-
ate of Girls’ Trade School, 
Boston, Class of 1959. 
Claire and her family 
left East Boston in 1998, 
moving to Revere, where 
they remained. Early in 
her working career, she 
worked for the former 
Boston Acoustics of East 
Boston and the Ames De-
partment Store. 

Claire was a woman 
who thoroughly enjoyed 
the closeness of family 

and the fun of sharing time 
with them. 

She was the very proud 
grandmother to Brendon 
T. and Jamie M. Helfer, 
who made their home with 
her; the beloved wife of 52 
years to Robert L. Helfer, 
the cherished mother to 
Robert M. Helfer and his 
wife, Teresa and the proud 
grandmother to Brendon 
T. and Jamie M. Helfer, 
all of Revere; the dear sis-
ter of  Gary Mathison and 
his wife, Audrey of East 
Boston and the late Joyce 
White and Donald L. 
Mathison, Sr. and his late 
wife, Gloria. She is also 
the loving sister-in-law to 
Charles White of Peabody. 
Several nieces and neph-
ews also survive her. 

In lieu of flowers, re-
membrances may be 
made to MSPCA (Mas-
sachusetts Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, 350 South Hun-
tington Ave., Boston, MA 
02130-9923. To send on-
line condolences or for 
more information, please 
visit www.vertuccioand-
smith.com.

Edward Bushee
Musician who loved the arts and 

listening to jazz music

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Boston Water and Sew-
er Commission (BWSC) 
announced that it is dou-
bling to $4,000 the credit 
for replacing lead pipes 
through its Lead Replace-
ment Incentive Program. 
A recent review conduct-
ed by the Commission 
estimates that as many 
as 4,800 property owners 
may be eligible for the 
program. For most cus-
tomers, this credit will 
cover the total cost of the 
lead pipe replacement.

Lead water pipes can 
significantly increase 
a person’s exposure to 
lead, a toxic metal that 
can be harmful to human 
health. The water provid-
ed by BWSC and Massa-
chusetts Water Resourc-
es Authority (MWRA) 
is lead-free when it leaves 
the reservoirs because dis-
tribution pipes are made 
mostly of iron and steel. 
However, lead can leach 
into tap water through 
home service lines and 
internal plumbing, espe-
cially if water sits for long 
periods of time before use. 
People in homes and busi-
nesses built before 1950 
should run their drinking 
water for two to three 
minutes if it has been stag-
nant for several hours, be-
fore drinking or cooking, 
to flush out any lead that 
might have leached into 
the system. 

Under the Lead Re-
placement Incentive Pro-
gram, properties owners 
who may have lead pipes 
will receive a letter outlin-
ing the program and urg-
ing them to reach out to 
the Commission to sched-
ule an evaluation and 
estimate. Owners are re-

sponsible for all pipes on 
their property. The Com-
mission is giving prop-
erty owners 60 months 
interest-free to pay for 
replacement costs beyond 
the amount of the incen-
tive. To be eligible for the 
program, property owners 
must be current in their 
payments and agree to 
have the work performed 
by the Commission. Lead 
pipe replacement is sub-
ject to availability and is 
offered on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

For additional infor-
mation regarding the pro-
gram and other lead re-
sources, property owners 
are encouraged to visit the 
Commission’s website at: 
www.bwsc.org, or call the 
LEAD HOTLINE at (617) 
989-7888.

About the Boston Water 
and Sewer Commission: 
The BWSC manages the 
largest and oldest system 
of its kind in New En-
gland, providing drinking 
water and sewer services 
to more than one million 
people daily. The BWSC’s 
goal is to provide residents 
and businesses in the city 
of Boston with the best 
water quality and sewer 
services available in a way 
that is both protective of 
the environment and fi-
nancially prudent. BWSC 
was created by the Mas-
sachusetts Legislature in 
1977, replacing separate 
water and sewer divisions 
of the city’s Public Works 
Department. BWSC is 
overseen by a three-mem-
ber Board of Commission-
ers that is appointed by the 
Mayor with the approval 
of the City Council.

In Memoriam
April 24, 2021

~ 22nd Anniversary ~

GERARD 
RUOTOLO

In Memoriam
April 24, 2011

~ 12th Anniversary ~

GERARD 
RUOTOLO

Born 12/9/41 - Died 4/24/99
God saw you getting tired
And a cure was not to be

So he put His arms  
around you

And whispered  
"Come to Me"

With tearful eyes we 
watched you

And saw you pass away
Although we loved you 

dearly
We could not make  

you stay
A golden heart stopped 

beating
Hard working hands at rest

God broke our hearts to 
prove to us

He only takes the best

Love Always
Wife & Son

Born 12/9/41 - Died 4/24/99
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And saw you pass away
Although we loved you 

dearly
We could not make  

you stay
A golden heart stopped 

beating
Hard working hands at rest

God broke our hearts to 
prove to us

He only takes the best

Love Always
Wife & Son

BWSC offers property owners
credit to replace lead pipes

Staff Report

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration last filed leg-
islation to build on the 
Commonwealth’s com-
prehensive oversight of 
Transportation Network 
Companies (TNC) by 
improving public safety 
requirements and obtain-
ing additional ride data 
to assist with transporta-
tion planning, congestion 
management, and vehicle 
emissions tracking. 

Additionally,  An Act 
Relative to Transporta-
tion Network Compa-
nies  would  provide need-
ed flexibility for the ban 
on surge pricing during a 
State of Emergency, and 
expand the types of com-
panies subject to state 
TNC laws and regulations. 

“The safety of Mas-
sachusetts residents and 
visitors is our top priority 
and this legislation will 
institute additional public 
safety measures for pas-
sengers and law enforce-
ment, provide important 
information to transporta-
tion planners and reduce 
administrative burdens 
for cities and towns,” said 
Gov. Charlie Baker.  “The 
Commonwealth was a na-
tional leader in providing 
background checks and a 
regulatory framework for 
the rideshare industry, and 
as the industry evolves 
into an important element 
of our transportation sys-
tem, we are pleased to file 
this bill ensuring that the 
Commonwealth’s trans-
portation network can 
continue to grow in a safe 
and responsible manner.”

The Administration pre-
viously filed An Act Rela-
tive to Public Safety and 
Transparency by Trans-

portation Network Com-
panies  in 2019, but to-
day’s legislation includes 
a  newly filed provision 
that gives the Department 
of Public Utilities (DPU) 
exclusive authority to reg-
ulate large livery compa-
nies operating throughout 
the state on a digital net-
work. This provision will 
ensure that livery compa-
nies operating on a digital 
network with over 100 
drivers will be subject to 
the statewide TNC laws 
and regulations.  Smaller 
livery companies will re-
main regulated at the mu-
nicipal level, regardless of 
whether they operate on a 
digital network.

The proposal would 
build on Massachusetts’s 
TNC safety and enforce-
ment laws, some of the 
most stringent and com-
prehensive in the country, 
by:

•Increasing fines and 
penalties, up to two and 
half years in a House of 
Correction, for the prac-
tice of “account renting,” 
or allowing another indi-
vidual to utilize a TNC 
driver’s account or iden-
tity, to provide TNC ser-
vices.  

•Making it a criminal 
offense for a driver to ex-
ploit the personal infor-
mation of a rider to stalk, 
harass or defraud a rider.

Implementing tougher 
penalties for drivers who:

*Fail to maintain a driv-
er certificate or a back-
ground check clearance 
certificate

*Fail to display TNC 
vehicle decals

*Fail to maintain ade-
quate insurance, or carry 
proof of a TNC vehicle 
inspection

This legislation also 

allows for new transpor-
tation data to be collected 
from TNCs and eases the 
administrative burden on 
small towns. Specifically, 
the bill will:

•Authorize the DPU 
to obtain more detailed 
trip data from TNCs on 
a monthly basis that can 
then be shared in an anon-
ymous and confidential 
manner with state agen-
cies, municipalities and 
local organizations for 
planning purposes.  

*The more detailed data 
called for in this legisla-
tion includes total miles 
and minutes when driv-
ers are en route to pick up 
riders and when they are 
providing rides; whether 
riders were successfully 
matched for shared rides; 
and additional data on ac-
cidents and reasonable ac-

commodations.
•Allow better emissions 

data to be collected by re-
quiring TNCs to report the 
total miles and minutes 
that each vehicle is on the 
road, together with vehi-
cle make, model and year 
information.

•Reduce the reporting 
requirements for com-
munities that receive 
$25,000 or less annu-
ally from TNCs and al-
low those communities 
to make spending deci-
sions on those relatively 
small funds without going 
through their local appro-
priation process.

The additional data 
will help transportation 
planners analyze how 
rides impact transporta-
tion infrastructure and 
the environment, and al-
low them to make more 

informed decisions about 
the location of dedicated 
bus lanes, specific invest-
ments in infrastructure, 
and overall impacts from 
vehicle emissions.

The legislation also 
gives the DPU the author-
ity to determine whether 
it is appropriate to permit 
transportation network 
companies to utilize surge 
pricing during a State 
of Emergency. Enabling 
surge pricing under cer-
tain circumstances and 
with appropriate limita-
tions could increase the 
supply of drivers, which 
reduces wait times and 
ensures reliable transpor-
tation options.

Since January 2017, 
the Department of Public 
Utilities’ Transportation 
Network Company Di-
vision has implemented 

the most comprehen-
sive state background 
checks for TNC drivers 
in the country, and has 
approved over 240,000 
individuals to operate as 
TNC drivers, though not 
all are currently active 
drivers. Drivers engaged 
in providing transporta-
tion services on behalf of 
Transportation Network 
Companies undergo a full 
state driving record and 
Criminal Offender Record 
Information (CORI) back-
ground check. Addition-
ally, drivers are subjected 
to a bi-annual national 
commercial background 
check conducted by the 
TNC companies. TNC 
rides that started in the 
Commonwealth increased 
from 64.8 million in 2017 
to 91.1 million in 2019.

Baker administration files last legislation for ride-sharing bill
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COUNCIL LOOKS 
AT EMINENT 
DOMAIN TAKINGS

CHELSEA - Council 
President Roy Avellaneda 
proposed that the City look 
at a list of vacant parcels 
and investigate the ability 
of taking those properties 
in order to build more af-
fordable home-ownership 
opportunities.

Last week, Avellaneda 
said he knows the Council 
and the City have done as 
much as they can, but he 
feels like they should take 
the next step in looking at 
Eminent Domain takings.

“I think we’ve done ev-
erything possibly allowed 
to the City Council,” he 
said. “I would argue that 
we can never do enough 
and one way is we could 
do like the City did years 
ago and use Eminent Do-
main and friendly takings. 
They did that with One 
North and Chelsea Clock 
to create economic devel-
opment. Maybe we should 
look at other parts of the 
City…I don’t want to sit 
here and be reactionary 
to what’s going on with 
private development and 
don’t want my advocacy 
to be limited to testifying 
before the Zoning Board 
and then letting the market 
do what it does.”

The idea of Eminent 
Domain takings is contro-
versial, but it was one used 
often when Chelsea was 
climbing out of receiver-
ship and beginning to de-
velop thousands of new 
units in the Everett Ave-
nue area of the city. Now 
Avellaneda said perhaps 
bringing that back in the 
neighborhoods and focus-
ing on vacant lots could 
be a spark for affordable 
home ownership opportu-
nities. He said it may or 
may not be possible, but 
he would certainly like to 
investigate the possibility.

That is especially true 
now due to the program 
initiated with the Afford-
able Housing Trust Fund, 
whereby that City Board 
is looking to build af-
fordable housing on City-
owned properties. 

“I don’t take the thought 
of Eminent Domain tak-
ings lightly, but maybe it 
takes bold, drastic action 
such as this to create op-
portunities for our resi-
dents,” she said.

Earlier in the meeting, 
resident and AHTF mem-
ber Norieliz DeJesus said 
she supported the idea, 
and thought it could be a 

way for her to become a 
homeowner. While she 
said her landlord has been 
wonderful throughout her 
life in Chelsea, she also 
would like the stability of 
being able to own a home 
in Chelsea – something 
that is now out of reach for 
her in the current market.

“I feel like one day as I 
continue to grow my fam-
ily, that maybe I won’t be 
able to stay in Chelsea,” 
she said. “As we start to 
see open parcels and prop-
erties, those could be op-
portunities and we should 
be thinking of our existing 
Chelsea families as the 
first to get them. They will 
have great pride in Chel-
sea. They won’t be absen-
tee landlords. Let’s keep 
this pipeline going.”

•OUTSIDE WAIVERS
Councillor Leo Rob-

inson introduced a piece 
Monday night to look at 
the numbers of City em-
ployees now requesting 
waivers to move out of 
the City, yet still keep 
their City jobs. Several 
such waivers have come 
up over the last few years, 
with many people selling 
in the hot real estate mar-
ket and moving elsewhere.

“We seem to be culti-
vating a workforce that is 
moving out of the City and 
we have a number of resi-
dents looking for employ-
ment,” he said. “A lot of 
people say it’s upward mo-
bility and I’m not against 
that. But I would also like 
to see that upward mobili-
ty offered to more Chelsea 
residents. These City jobs 
and DPW jobs are jobs 
people got because they 
lived in Chelsea. I think 
we need to have a conver-
sation about alternatives 
to all these waivers.”

Councillor Enio Lopez 
said he agreed with look-
ing more into the matter.

“A while ago there was 
a person who moved to 
New Hampshire,” he said. 
“I think we have people in 
Chelsea looking for jobs. 
Giving these waivers to 
people moving away from 
the City, I’m against that. 
There are a lot of people 
that live in Chelsea that 
want to work.”

•FIREWORKS CON-
FERENCE

City Councillor Todd 
Taylor requested that the 
Council quickly move to 
schedule a Conference 
Committee to discuss the 
proposed new fireworks 
fines and regulations he 
put forth more than a 
month ago. Last year, fire-

works rocked the City and 
angered many residents 
as they went off all night 
long – a problem that af-
fected many of the urban 
areas in Greater Boston.

Councillor Enio Lopez 
said he wanted to get the 
Conference scheduled 
soon as the fireworks sea-
son usually begins in late 
May.

“Last year it was crazy,” 
he said. “If people have 
the money to buy these 
fireworks, they can pay a 
fine. It was a disgrace last 
year.”

•CHELSEA EATS
The City Council vot-

ed 8-0 to approve another 
grant of $500,000 from the 
Shah Family Foundation 
to fund the Chelsea Eats 
Debit Card. The program 
began last year and was 
aided by many who felt it 
was a pilot for a Univer-
sal Basic Income. So it is, 
much of the program has 
been funded by private 
donations, and this was 
the latest organization.

BEAUTIFICATION 
PROGRAM           
ON HOLD

CHELSEA - The Coun-
cil voted decidedly against 
a nearly $300,000 expen-
diture that would have 
funded an extensive Beau-
tification Program con-
centrated in the downtown 
areas, noting that there 
were more critical needs 
for the money at this time.

The Council voted 2-7 
in the defeat, which had 
been championed for 
some time by Councillor 
Naomi Zabot. 

“This is something 
I’m very, very passionate 
about,” said Zabot. “In 
terms of the pandemic 
and the financial situation 
we’re I, we are getting 
federal funding to fill in 
those gaps. According to 
our City Manager we are 
in a good place financially 
and the addition of even 
one more job in the com-
munity is helpful to the 
community…This money 
would go back to the com-
munity and we’re cleaning 
up the streets which has 
become increasingly hard-
er for the DPW to clean 
up. It’s increasingly hard 
to keep streets clean and 
some neighborhoods are 
spotless and other neigh-
borhoods are full of litter.”

Those voting for the 
plan were Zabot and Yam-
ir Rodriguez. Those vot-
ing against were Council 
President Roy Avellaneda 

and Councillors Giovanni 
Recupero, Melinda Vega 
Maldonado, Leo Robin-
son, Todd Taylor, Enio 
Lopez and Calvin Brown. 
Absent from the vote were 
Councillors Damali Vidot 
and Judith Garcia.

The plan, which has 
been discussed through 
the winter in long meet-
ings and discussion about 
the priorities of the City 
right now. The plan would 
include one supervisor and 
25 workers for 19 hours 
per week. Those workers 
would come at a cost of 
$255,850 in salaries, and 
$37,000 for materials. The 
total cost of the program 
was $292,850, which City 
Manager Tom Ambrosino 
had requested from the 
Council Monday night 
from the Streets and Side-
walks accounts.

Most of the Council 
members did come down 
against the measure, not 
necessarily because they 
disagreed with Beautifi-
cation efforts, but because 
they felt that the City 
wasn’t at a point where 
they could spend money 
on that when people still 
needed food.

“It’s just not the right 
time,” said Brown. “I 
can’t vote for it…I think 
we’re opening up a bad 
can of worms now.”

Avellaneda said he re-
spects the idea, and had 
championed such mea-
sures in the past – includ-
ing the MadVac effort in 
the early 2000s. However, 
he said there are just oth-
er priorities now and he 
wonders why Roca isn’t 
doing a better job with the 
money the City pays them 
to keep the streets clean.

“The problem I have 
with this is I’m not satis-
fied,” he said. “We still 
have money going out to 
a company like Roca. I 
don’t feel confident that 
we’re spending on a busi-
ness like this and Roca at 
the same time. I think we 
need to evaluate the to-
tality of the program and 
maybe we need to look at 
the program with Roca if 
they’re not doing the job 
needed for our neighbor-
hoods. If not, we should 
look at whether or not 
they should be and maybe 
we should do something 
else.”

He said he was also 
disappointed that the pro-
gram would only hire four 
youths, and the rest would 
be adults. He said it might 
be better to farm such a 
program out to the tempo-
rary agencies in Chelsea 
for the adults, and have 
the City focus on a pro-
gram for youth only.

The matter cannot 
be brought back to the 
Council for another three 
months under Council 
rules.

DiPIERRO NAMED 
PRESIDENT PRO 
TEMPORE

EVERETT - With 
Council President Wayne 
Matewsky still recovering 
from health challenges, 
the City Council took the 
cautionary step to vote 
Councilor Anthony DiP-
ierro in as President Pro 
Tempore – with DiPierro 
getting eight votes from 
his colleagues to lead the 
body until Matewsky can 
return.

On Monday night, 
with Matewsky still in 
tough condition from a 
major heart attack he suf-
fered while in Florida last 
month, Councilor DiPier-
ro put a piece on the agen-
da calling for the election 
of a Pro Tempore.

Councilor Michael 
McLaughlin – noting he 
and DiPierro have had 
their differences – said he 

would nominate DiPierro 
to be the Pro Tempore.

“Unfortunately, due to 
Councilor Matewsky’s 
condition, he is unable to 
do the job at this time,” 
McLaughlin said. “We 
need to keep things go-
ing and have a President 
Pro Tempore that knows 
the ropes and has been 
the President before and 
can run a meeting. I leave 
my personal feelings aside 
and do place a nomination 
for Councilor DiPierro. 
I know he can do the job 
and I know Council Pres-
ident Matewsky would 
want him to.”

DiPierro said he would 
only want to run a fair 
and efficient meeting. He 
said he would move the 
meetings to the School 
Committee meeting area 
immediately at the next 
meeting, to allow for the 
Chambers to be renovated 
and for the meetings to be 
supported better technical-
ly. He said he wanted to 
use the Committee struc-
ture extensively and that 
he would restore the meet-
ings to Facebook Live as 
soon as possible.

Not everyone was for 
the move.

Councilor Fred Capone 
said he felt everyone was 
jumping the gun to elect a 
new leader when it wasn’t 
totally certain the condi-
tion of Councilor Matews-
ky and his timeline for a 
potential return to office.

“I don’t take any issue 
with Councilor DiPierro,” 
he said. “I think he was 
a good leader…but my 
concern was to be open 
and transparent. I haven’t 
heard any others that were 
interested. I would have 
liked to lay this over to the 
next meeting for everyone 
to have time to think about 
it.”

Councilor John Hanlon 
said he could understand 
the concerns about rela-
tives serving in the two 
highest offices, but he also 
said he believes that the 
Council can be indepen-
dent.

“The mayor doesn’t 
rule the Council,” he 
said. “Anthony DiPierro 
doesn’t rule the Coun-
cil. The Council rules the 
Council.”

In the end, DiPierro 
got the vote of eight col-
leagues, and abstaining 
from the vote were Ca-
pone and Adrien.

DiPierro said he would 
serve only as long as 
Matewsky was unable to 
do so.

Matewsky said to return 
to Everett  this week

By all accounts, things 
weren’t looking great for 
Council President Wayne 
Matewsky last Friday fol-
lowing surgery in Florida. 

He had been in critical 
condition for days, and 
things weren’t reversing 
fast. 

However, over the 
weekend it was reported 
that he has taken a step in 
the right direction and is 
on the mend. He is sup-
posedly going to be able 
to travel back to Everett 
from Florida this week.

Councilor Anthony 
DiPierro said Matewsky 
was doing better than ex-
pected and had improved 
significantly over last 
weekend. He was not ex-
pected to be able to return 
anytime soon, but now that 
has seemingly changed. 
Once back, it was expect-
ed he would have a long 
recovery and rehabilita-
tion period in Boston. No 
one is sure when he’ll re-
turn to the Council, but his 
health situation has cer-
tainly improved since last 
Friday.

COVID NUMBERS 
REMAIN WITH 
LITTLE CHANGE

EVERETT - The num-
bers of COVID-19 cases 
in Everett has levelled off 
per week at between 100 
and 130 each week.

This week there were 
119 new cases reported, 
which was up slightly 
from 103 cases last week. 
Two weeks ago there were 
122 cases, and that has 
pretty much been the trend 
for the last two months.

The most recent num-
bers are as follows:

•Tuesday, April 13 - 23
•Monday, April 12 – 7
•Sunday, April 11 – 19
•Saturday, April 10 – 14
•Friday, April 9 – 5
•Thursday, April 8 – 22
•Wednesday, April 7 –  

23
•Tuesday, April 6 – 6
On Monday, Jan. 4, Ev-

erett moved its testing full-
time indoors at the Samuel 
Gentile Recreation Center 
on Elm Street. Testing is 
done Monday to Thurs-
day, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
then 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. On 
Friday and Saturdays, 
testing is done noon to 6 
p.m. It was announced this 
week that the Rec Center 
test site will remain open 
until June 30.

Additionally, there is 
also a testing resource 
for Everett residents only 
via the Mass General 
COVID-19 testing van. 
The van is located every 
Thursday at the Norwood 
Street Parking Lot in Ev-
erett Square. The hours are 
from 8 a.m. to noon and 
proof of Everett residen-
cy is required. Updates on 
the van are posted on the 
Kraft Community Health 
website.
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By John Lynds 

The East Boston YMCA on Bremen Street has been busy all through the COVID-19 pandemic as a neighborhood food distri-bution site for families and a free emergency day care provider for essential work-ers. 
As the state’s phased COVID reopening plan began earlier this summer things at the Eastie Y have been slowly returning back 

to normal with some re-strictions. 
As summer programs be-gan, the Eastie Y provided summer day care for youth with limited capacity and strictly enforced rules and regulations. Recently another part of the Eastie Y’s operations made a comeback.The East Boston YMCA reopened its fitness portion of their operation to mem-bers at a reduced capacity.“If this pandemic has 

shown us anything, it is that East Boston is a strong community,” said the East-ie Y’s Executive Director Joe Gaeta. “It has been 5 months and the community continues to pull together in its time of need. To this date, the Y has served over 250,000 meals, 3,000 pro-duce bags and 6,000 plus hours of emergency child-care for children. The last missing part was the health 

By John Lynds

Four East Boston youths who are working as Water-front Ambassadors, have been participating all sum-mer in a nature-inspired 

art project in the neighbor-hood. 
The Waterfront Ambas-sadors, a summer youth employment program run by the Trustees Boston Wa-terfront is a summer team 

that consists of 11 Ambas-sadors. 
Among these 11 Ambas-sadors are the Eastie teens, Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer docu-

menting some of their fa-vorite places around Eastie. The teens’ photographs have been aimed at captur-ing some of Eastie’s unique and beautiful spaces. Running through mid-August, the four East-ie youth are collaborating with and learning from a variety of partner organi-zations doing work across Boston, exposing the teens to a variety of potential ca-reer paths. 
“Our Waterfront Am-bassadors are an engaged group of local high school students, who are finding unique ways to explore and learn about the power of open space planning and 

By John Lynds

Nothing so far in 2020 has gone according to plan and summer programs in Boston and across the country have been forced to change and adapt due to COVID-19 pandemic. One such program’s in Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Education Programs.While in a normal sum-mer Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs serve more than 30,000 youth, teens and families on Bos-ton Harbor, the water-front, the region’s public beaches, and in the Boston Harbor Islands. However, COVID-19 pandemic has forced youth development and community organiza-tions like Save the Harbor/Save the Bay have had to rethink their summer pro-grams to prevent the social spread of the disease. 

Save the Harbor summer staffers have rapidly adapt-ed to a new way of learn-ing and teaching. Youth Program Director Kristen Barry said three East Bos-ton students are making the most of this unusual summer, working at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s Youth Environmental Edu-cation. 
Instead of helping Save the Harbor share Boston’s harbor with busloads and boatloads of young people face-to-face Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernan-dez and Madi Theriault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. In order to continue being the Boston Harbor connection for the region’s 

East Boston Y reopens Health and Wellness Center

Waterfront Ambassadors having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 are the four Eastie teens, 

Sergio, Emily C., Jessica, and Emily D., who have spent the summer documenting some of 

their favorite places around Eastie.  Eastie’s Albert Deblas, Claudia Hernandez and Madi Theri-

ault are working to create virtual Boston Harbor program-

ming through YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, and on 

Save the Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky. 

Three Eastie residents having a unique summer working for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

See SUFFOLK Page 8

See HARBOR Page 2

See SUMMER Page 2

See YMCA Page 6

Above Eastie’s Y’s Outdoor Zumba Class.

Left, the Eastie Y’s Outdoor stationary bicycle Class.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency’s (BPDA) Molly McGlynn is reminding East Boston residents there are still two more opportunities to par-ticipate in a virtual commu-nity meeting regarding the Suffolk Downs proposal. McGlynn added that residents still have time to weigh in on the project through the Public Com-ment Period. “The meetings will in-clude Spanish and Arabic translation, and are posted to our website here: www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects /suffolk-downs,” said Mc-Glynn. “As part of these meetings, the agency will be seeking additional com-munity input on the project through August 21. The remaining virtual BPDA meetings are sched-uled for Thursday, August 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, August 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. McGlynn added the vir-tual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the BPDA’s re-view of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the propo-nent that will provide an overview of the project, an-ticipated impacts, and pro-posed mitigation.Following the presenta-tion, members of the public 

BPDA to hold two more 
Suffolk Downs meetings

By John Lynds

At the end of July,  East Boston State Rep. Adri-an Madaro rose in House Chambers and introduced an amendment to the state’s bill, An Act Creat-ing a 2050 Roadmap to a Clean and Thriving Com-monwealth. After Speaker Rob-ert DeLeo accepted the amendment, Rep. Madaro gave a nearly eight minute impassioned speech about the need for environmental justice not only in his home community of Eastie but throughout the state. “Our planet is now fac-ing a reckoning for de-cades of burning fossil fuels, but the burden of these fumes has been borne 

by Environmental Justice communities from the be-ginning,” said Madaro. “For too long we have let low-income communities 

Madaro’s Environmental Justice amendment a win for Eastie

First step

See MADARO Page 2

Rep. Adrian Madaro while introducing his environ-mental justice amendment on the House floor. 
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Shown above, Maura Dorr and teammates celebrate Dorr’s 
second goal of the game that gave the Vikings a 2-0 lead 
over Boston Latin Monday at Miller Field.  Latin battled 
back, however, and the game ended tied 2-2. 

HAPPY TIMES 
AT MILLER FIELD
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Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

APARTMENT FOR RENT

REVERE
2 Room Apartment
Close to Beach St
Kitchen
Parking Space
Available Now
$1,500 N/U
No Pets
Call & Leave Message 
781-286-6617
----------------------
LYNN
Beautiful,  3  bdrm  apt.,  Own-
er  occu-
pied,  walk  to  ocean.  Avail-
able 4/1/21. Quiet street, 
$2,250/Mo
Background/references check
Call 617.529.0879
4/8/21, 4/15/21. 4/22/21
—————————————————

APT FOR RENT 
COVID CLEANED
AVAILABLE NOW
Revere  -  Washington Ave  new-
ly  remodeled 2  bdr, 2nd floor, 
W/D hookup, gas heat, min-
utes  form  Boston, 1 block to 
public   transportation. $1,600/
month  
978-751-0531
4/8/21, 4/15/21. 4/22/21
————————————————————
WINTHROP - Ft. Heath Apts. - 
Ocean View
Two - 1 BR apts. available in 
mod. shoreline bldg. Non-smok-
ing/no pets. Steps to  beach, 
minutes to Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercis facility, 
lounge, pkg. Heat & HW incl. 
617-846-7300 Debra.

For Advertising 
Rates, Call 

617-884-2416

Personal Care Attendant 
Needed in Everett
Mon-Fri, 3pm - 7pm
Light house keeping & cooking
References required
Call Susan
617-389-6190
4/14, 4/21
___________

HELP WANTED

REVERE
Furnished Room for Rent
Beachmont Revere
Shared Kitchen & Bath
10 minute walk to Beachmont T 
& Ocean
$800/mo
339-224-3839
3/31, 4/7, 4/14

FURNISHED ROOM 
FOR RENT

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

CONTRACTOR

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

ROOFING 

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE IN  OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 781-485-0588 
OR EMAIL  KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

S O N N Y ’ S 
IMMEDIATE 

ROOFING
Residential & Commercial
• All type Roofing & Repairs

• Licensed & Insured
• Snow & Ice Removal

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

PATRICK STEPPING 
DOWN AS COACH

LYNN - Lynn Tech 
boys basketball coach 
Stevie Patrick, who led 
the Tigers’ program for 
the past five seasons, has 
stepped down from his po-
sition.

Patrick, who played 
basketball at Tech for two 
seasons before enrolling 
at Tabor Academy  and 
later served as an assistant 
coach at Tech, informed 
Tech Director of Athlet-
ics Adolph Graciale of 
his decision on March 13. 
Tech did not have a boys 
basketball season this year 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“Stevie told me he 
wants to spend more time 
with his family and his 
son,” Graciale told the 
Lynn Journal. “He defi-
nitely loves coaching here 
at Tech.  He just wanted to 
put quality time in with his 
family and I understood 
that totally. It takes a lot of 
work being a head coach 
of any team. I thank Ste-
vie for his excellent lead-
ership as our coach.”

Patrick, a former col-
lege basketball player at 
Quinnipiac and UMass 
Dartmouth, took over the 
Tech program in 2016, 
succeeding David Leary, 
who is now the Revere 
High boys basketball 
coach.

Patrick helped his 
teams achieve great suc-
cess during his basket-
ball-playing career. In his 
sophomore year at Tech, 
Patrick starred on a 16-5 
team. At Tabor, Patrick 
excelled for two New En-
gland Prep School cham-
pionship teams. During 
his freshman year at Di-
vision 1 Quinnipiac, the 
Bobcats had a 21-8 record. 
At UMass Dartmouth, 
Patrick helped lead the 
Corsairs to an ECAC title.

At the head coach, Pat-
rick was building a suc-
cessful program in the 
Commonwealth Athlet-
ic Conference, trying to 
return the Tigers to the 
heights they had reached 
under former Coach Mar-
vin Avery, who is now 
coaching at Lynn Classi-
cal. 

Patrick is highly regard-
ed as an outstanding teach-
er of the game and his 

players benefited greatly 
from the knowledge and 
experience he brought to 
the Tech bench.

Graciale has posted the 
position and a large num-
ber of candidates have 
expressed their interest in 
the Tech job.

“We have received a 
ton of applications,” said 
Graciale. “It seemed like 
it was an NBA job by the 
number of candidates that 
have inquired or applied 
for the position.”

The significant inter-
est in a Lynn basketball 
coaching position is un-
derstandable. The city 
has been the center of the 
basketball universe for de-
cades, notably when the 
great Pancho Bingham 
and Stu Primus played for 
an undefeated state cham-
pionship Classical team.  
Tom Grassa led the Rams 
to back-to-back state 
championships (1993-94). 
The incomparable Marvin 
Avery guided the Tech 
Tigers to a state title in 
2002. More recently, An-
tonio Anderson (English) 
led his team to back-to-
back state titles and an un-
defeated season this year 
while David Brown (St. 
Mary’s) brought a state 
championship home to 
Lynn after winning a title 
in Winthrop. 

The Lynn girls basket-
ball scene is also home to 
extraordinary coaches. At 
St. Mary’s, Jeff Newhall 
has three state champion-
ship on his resume and this 
year’s team was poised to 
bring home another title 
after winning 20 games 
in the regular season 
(The State Tournament 
was canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic). 
At Classical, Tom Sawyer 
has built a winning pro-
gram that has consistent-
ly qualifies for the State 
Tournament and sends 
players on to compete at 
the next level. Mackenzie 
Charles led English to an 
undefeated regular season 
in the GBL and he has 
restored the program to 
Freddie Hogan-era bas-
ketball prominence.

So Adolph Graciale and 
the selection committee 
will have interviews with 
several well-qualified can-
didates before making its 
recommendation to Tech 
Principal Carissa Kara-
kaedos.

Graciale will lead the 
selection committee that 
includes Tech Assistant 
Athletic Director Joe Con-
lon, Vice Principal Fred 
Gallo, Tech girls basket-
ball head coach Kaitlyn 
Wechsler, Tech depart-
ment administrator Claire 
Price, and Tech media 
coordinator Noubertson 
Rateau.

“We’ll begin setting up 
our interviews for the last 
week in April and the first 
week in May,” said Gra-
ciale.

RPS POISED FOR 
GREAT YEAR

REVERE -At the Re-
vere Public School (RPS) 
Committee Ways and 
Means meeting last week 
Superintendent Dr. Dianne 
Kelly reported that RPS 
has kicked off its lengthy 
budget process and fund-
ing for next year looks bet-
ter than it has in decades. 

“This coming school 
year we will actually 
have $132 million that 
we could spend just in 
this next school year on 
our school department,” 
said Kelly at the meet-

ing. “That’s almost a $30 
million, increase over last 
year, which is absolutely 
astronomical. It’s the kind 
of funding that we should 
have had phased in over 
the last two decades.”

Over the next several 
weeks Kelly in the school 
committee will begin the 
process of how to best 
spend the increase in fund-
ing for the next school year 
that will most likely focus 
on getting students back 
to where they need to be 
post-pandemic. 

“What’s unique about 
this year is that our fund-
ing is different than it’s 
been in decades,” said Kel-
ly. “We have been thinking 
a lot about how we can im-
prove the district and ways 
to leverage this additional 
funding to really influence 
the outcomes for our stu-
dents. What really impact-
ed some of the decisions 
are the vast amount of in-
put that we got from our 
community meetings just 
over a year ago, when we 
thought we were going to 
have some funding for Fis-
cal Year 2021. However, 
this funding was not real-
ized because the pandem-

ic caused the state to pull 
back the funding we an-
ticipated from the Student 
Opportunity Act (SOA). 
So what we are hoping to 
do is to set an overarching 
vision for this funding.”

Kelly said the addition-
al funding that RPS has 
on top of SOA funding are 
other grants like the Amer-
ican Recovery Act that are 
forthcoming. 

“These are sizable 
amounts (of funding) as 
well,” said Kelly. 

After expenses last year, 
the School Committee 
agreed to reserve about 
$878,000 in the fall left 
over from the 2019/2020 
school year. 

“We agreed that we 
should leave that funding 
unspent because we were 
not sure at the time what 
our fiscal status would be 
for next school year,” said 
Kelly. “So when all of that 
was said and done we had 
$99 million to operate the 
school department. Then 
we received some addi-
tional funding because of 
COVID.”

Throughout the pan-
demic Kelly said RPS re-
ceived one grant for $2.2 

million and an addition-
al $320,000 in Remote 
Learning Technology 
grants, which RPS used to 
buy the Chromebooks that 
went to students. 

“We also had at one 
point almost $1.7 mil-
lion in Coronavirus Re-
lief funding,” said Kelly. 
“Most of that was targeted 
for the purchase of PPE 
and other things that we 
needed to ensure that our 
schools were safe. So 
our grand total we had to 
spend for the school year 
was $103 million.”

Kelly said now with 
SOA funding hopefully 
coming through finally to 
the tune of $11 million for 
RPS the schools will be in 
real good shape fiscally. 

“This year we had 
$108.7 million to spend on 
the school district,” said 
Kelly. “Again that’s a siz-
able jump over last year’s 
budget of $103 million and 
we anticipate with grants 
and SOA funding that 
we’ll have $132 million 
to spend on our schools--
an increase of nearly $30 
million.”

Apply  in Person
920 Broadway, Revere

NEW DEAL 
FRUIT

ALL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE
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Due to popular de-
mand, the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston (MFA), 
has extended the exhibi-
tion  “Writing the Future: 
Basquiat and the Hip-Hop 
Generation”  through July 
25. 

Timed-entry exhibition 
tickets, which include 
general Museum admis-
sion, remain required in 
advance for all visitors—
members and nonmem-
bers alike—due to limited 
capacity. May tickets for 
the exhibition, originally 
scheduled to close on May 
16, are now on sale for 
members and April 21 for 
nonmembers.

“Writing the Fu-
ture”  brings together 
more than 120 works by 
Jean-Michel Basquiat and 
11 of his peers—A-One, 
ERO, Fab 5 Freddy, Fu-
tura, Keith Haring, Kool 
Koor, LA2, Lady Pink, 
Lee Quiñones, Rammell-

zee and Toxic—all artists 
whose techniques share a 
conceptual approach root-
ed in early hip-hop prac-
tices. Their subversive 
abstractions generated a 
new style all their own, 
giving rise to the insurgent 
“post-graffiti” movement 
in American art and cata-
lyzing the rise of hip-hop 
and street art as global-
ly dominant phenomena. 
The exhibition illuminates 
this unprecedented fusion 
of creative energies and its 
defiance of longstanding 
class and racial divisions 
in 1980s New York City as 
these artists demanded—
and commanded—the at-
tention not only of the art 
establishment, but of the 
world at large.

During this year’s April 
Vacation Week (April 
21–24), the MFA  is part-
nering with Boston Pub-
lic Schools (BPS) to offer 
160 free tickets for stu-
dents, parents and edu-
cators from over 15 high 
schools to see  “Writing 
the Future.” 

In conjunction with the 
exhibition, the Museum is 

also hosting a Sound Bites: 
Nancy Lee Clark Concert 
Series  that explores how 
different generations ex-
pand on and redefine ear-
ly hip-hop, carving out a 
space for unique contri-
butions to this global cul-
tural movement. The con-
certs—filmed inside the 
exhibition and available 
for rent on the Museum’s 
recently launched on-de-
mand video platform, 
MFA Selects—continue 
with Edo G and Brady 
Watt, premiering on April 
29, and Slick Vick with 
Cake Swagg and Berna-
dine, premiering on June 
3.

“Writing the Future: 
Basquiat and the Hip-Hop 
Generation” is sponsored 
by Bank of America. Ad-
ditional support is pro-
vided by the Robert and 
Jane Burke Fund for Ex-
hibitions, the Darwin Cor-
doba Fund, the Amy and 
Jonathan Poorvu Fund for 
the Exhibition of Contem-
porary Art and Sculpture, 
and the Museum Council 
Special Exhibition Fund. 

By John Lynds

On Tuesday At-Large 
City Councilor, former 
East Boston High School 
teacher and current Boston 
Mayoral Candidate Annis-
sa Essaibi George released 
her education plan.

Before entering the 
political arena, Essaibi 
George taught Economics, 
Business Management 
and Health and Human 
Services to juniors and se-
niors at East Boston High 
School and served as the 
school’s assistant softball 
coach for 14 years before 
being elected to the Coun-

cil in 2015. 
“As a former Boston 

Public Schools teach-
er, a mother of four BPS 
students, and Chair of 
the Boston City Coun-
cil’s Education Commit-
tee, I know that we have 
to make changes to our 
public schools in order to 
provide every one of our 
students the quality edu-
cation they deserve,” said 
Essaibi George. “Today, 
I released my Education 
and Child Care plan that 
focuses on providing high 
quality schools for ev-
ery student in each of our 
neighborhoods. The in-

consistency in the quality 
of our schools is directly 
linked to declining enroll-
ment, a widening opportu-
nity and achievement gap, 
and a lack of trust in BPS 
to provide our kids with a 
great education.”

Throughout her tenure 
on the Council Essaibi 
George has emerged as a 
champion for students, ed-
ucators, and families. 

Informed by her time in 
the classrooms at EBHS 
and by the ideas and lived 
experiences of advocates, 
experts, families, educa-
tors, students and Boston 
residents Essaibi George 

said the plan includes 
short- and long-term 
solutions to rebuild an 
equitable school system, 
increase trust within our 
school communities, and 
prioritize and invest in 
child care infrastructure. 

“As a former Boston 
Public Schools teacher, a 
BPS graduate, a mother 
to four BPS students, and 
the current Chair of Bos-
ton City Council’s Com-
mittee on Education, I’ve 
held a front row seat to the 
challenges facing Boston 
families–both in and out 
of our public school sys-
tem,” said Essaibi George. 
“I’ve seen firsthand the 
school to prison pipeline. 
I’ve seen the heartbreak-
ing repercussions of not 
having food access or 
housing, a stable income 
and affordable health and 
mental health care. These 
are all issues that I can and 
will take on as Mayor of 
Boston.”

Essaibi George said the 
greatest challenge facing 
BPS is that not every stu-
dent is receiving a high 
quality education. 

“The variations in the 
quality of schools are di-
rectly linked to declining 
enrollment, a widening 
opportunity and achieve-

ment gap, and a lack of 
trust in BPS to provide our 
kids with the education 
they deserve,” she said. 
“The inequities among 
our schools and across 
learning opportunities, 
facilities, and student sup-
port services, continue to 
exacerbate existing racial 
and economic disparities 
for students. That needs to 
end.”

She said her education 
priorities if elected may-
or would be to close the 
opportunity and achieve-
ment gap. 

“In order to accomplish 
this we must begin with 
establishing equitable 
baseline standards and re-
sources in every school,” 
said Essaibi George. “We 
also need to implement 
consistent, district-wide 
curriculum standards to 
reduce disparities between 
schools and ensure that 
every BPS school is pro-
viding high quality aca-
demics. This also starts by 
establishing a structured 
literacy program for ev-
ery child from pre K-3. 
And then also, I’ve said 
this before, we need to 
be investing in vocational 
and technical education 
here in Boston to ensure 
our students are prepared 

to take advantage of the 
opportunities in our labor 
market. I will prioritize 
improvements to Madison 
Park Technical Vocational 
High School and voca-
tional programs in BPS to 
provide our students with 
a strong foundation for 
lifelong success and ca-
reer readiness after grad-
uation.”

You can read the full 
plan at https://www.annis-
saforboston.com/educa-
tion-child-care/. 

Do Some 
& LET US HELP!
Spring has sprung! It’s time to shrug off the winter blues and breathe some 

life back into your home, yard or office! Now for a limited time, get 
a 2-inch block ad* IN COLOR for 4 weeks for only $120/per paper

Call 781-485-0588 or email deb@reverejournal.com

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
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HOUSE 
& OFFICE
CLEANING

GARDENING

YOUR 
AD 

HERE

MASONRY

GUTTER &
YARD CLEAN UP

Sammys Carlos 
Deli and Catering 
had a line out the 
door this past 
Saturday, begin-
ning at 8 a.m. for 
there delicious 
Zeppoles, served 
hot with several 
toppings to choose from. Shown above are owner Stephen 
Scire and his daughter, Jessica Presutti. Stephen said, “This 
will be an ongoing thing, our customers love them and we 
will continue to serve them on Saturday mornings while 
supplies last.”

Wednesday, March 31, 2021

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

Call for an 
"Absolutely FREE
Market Analysis"
617-461 4238

www.unitedbrokersworld.com

THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR 

HOUSE???

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

932broadway.com

TIME TO MAKE THE ZEPPOLE

Secretary of Health and Human Services Marylou Sudders, Audrey Clairmont, Director of 
Addiction Services NSMHA, Jackie Moore, CEO NSMHA, Katie O’Leary, Director of Recov-
ery Support Services NSMHA, and Judi Lemoine COO NSMHA

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 

eastietimes.com See Easter Hunnies 
on Page 6

Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

We are open!We are open!
28th  Year 

in Business!

We We welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean 
environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!

Hands on care with precautions

By John Lynds

A new resource cen-
ter for people in recovery 
from drugs opened its 
doors in Orient Heights 
Square earlier this month. 

Run by North Suffolk 
Mental Health Association 
(NSMH) Recovery on the 
Harbor at 983 Benning-
ton St. will offer those in 
recovery access to a wide 
array of resources and pro-
grams to help on their road 
to recovery. 

On Friday NSMH staff 
was joined by Eastie’s 
elected officials, members 
of the recovery communi-
ty and Mass Secretary of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Marylou Sudders to 
cut the ribbon on Recov-
ery on the Harbor. 

“It was a really good 
turnout,” said NSMH’s 
Katherine O’Leary. “Ev-
eryone that stopped by on 
Friday loved it. It’s a nice 
big wide open space, it has 
really high ceilings, the 
acoustics are great, there’s 
various different rooms 
and there’s a garage door 
in the middle of the space 

so we can shut it and have 
completely different spac-
es and can have meetings 
on both sides if neces-
sary.”

The only requirement 
for somebody to use this 
center is 24 hours of re-
covery and they have to 
be 18 years old or over. 
O’Leary said It will be a 
member driven program 
based on a peer to peer 
participatory process. So 
the members will decide 
to include things like par-
enting classes; AA and 
NA meetings; Smart Re-
covery meetings; Refuge 
Recovery meetings and 
multiple other pathways to 
recovery programs. There 
is some discussion to in-
clude vocational training 
or a parent support group. 

It’s really just meant to 
empower and enhance the 
community and strengthen 
the recovery community 
overall.

“Some of the sober 
homes in the area--East 
Boston Rehab the Recov-
ery Home have already 
sent some people down to 
use the computers,” said 
O’Leary. “Meridian Hous-
es have utilized the space 
and now we’re starting to 
get more interest from the 
sober houses. I reached 
out to all of the AA and 
NA meetings that were 
kind of displaced because 
of COVID and all of those 
meetings will start to be 
rejuvenated in that space. 
So all of the mutual aid 
groups that kind of went 
away will now have a new 
home. The former direc-
tor of Meridian house is 
going to do the NA group 
that was at the Social 
Center on Friday nights 
and the women’s meeting 
will come back and do a 
Codependency Anony-
mous meeting on Thurs-

Recovery on the Harbor 
cuts ribbon, opens doors

“Everyone that 
stopped by on Fri-
day loved it. It’s a 
nice big wide open 
space.”

~ NSMH’s 
Katherine O’Leary

By John Lynds

Last week Get Kon-
nected!, a local business 
networking organization, 
released its first ever list of 
Boston’s Most Impactful 
Black Women, and Dis-
trict 1 City Councilor Lyd-
ia Edwards was on the list. 

Get Konnected! CEO 
Colette Phillips said the 
honors included two sub-
groups, the 25 Most Im-
pactful Black Women in 
Health Care and Sciences, 
as well as the 25 Most Im-
pactful Black Women Pio-
neers. 

Edwards joined a dis-
tinguished list of female 
Black leaders that includ-
ed City Councilor Andrea 
Campbell, WBUR’s Paris 
Alston, and Boston Public 

Schools Superintendent 
Brenda Cassellius.

“Black women rule 
right now,” said Phil-
lips. “These women have 
forged trails as powerful 
and impactful as early 
Boston activists from abo-
litionist Elizabeth Riley to 
civil-rights leader and icon 
Melnea Cass.” It’s part of 
the mission at Get Kon-
nected! to showcase the 
contributions of people of 
color in the state, and the 
list is a logical next step 
to promote those achieve-
ments. To see the full list, 
take a look at the video 
below.

Edwards, who was 
elected as District 1’s first 
African American wom-

Councilor Lydia Edwards 
named one of Most Impactful 
Black Women in Boston

See RECOVERY Page 12

Eastie parents 
to join State 
House rally 
Saturday

By John Lynds

At 3 p.m. on Saturday 
outside the State House, 
East Boston resident Abdi 
Mohamed Warsame Dirie 
will joining fellow Eastie 
parents and a coalition of 
BIPOC (Black, Indige-
nous and people of color) 
parents to denounce what 
they argue is the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Education’s exclusion of 
parent and family voices 
from full school opening 
policy-making. 

The group of parents ar-
gue specifically that Com-
missioner Jeff Riley has 
overstepped his authority 
with, “a rashly-decided, 
poorly-planned mandate 
to fully open schools five 
days a week for in-person 
learning” without proper 
safety measures in place. 
They added that Riley 
has not seriously consid-
ered the health impact and 
disparities for students, 
teachers, or building staff 
or BIPOC and immigrant 
families hit hard by the 
pandemic. 

Dirie said the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
disproportionately impact-
ed Black and Brown com-
munities in Eastie and oth-
er Boston neighborhoods 
and Riley’s decision was 
made without the voices 
of these communities. 

“Our governor and 
education commission-
er decided to fully open 
schools five days a week 
for in-person learning on 
April 5 without proper 
safety measures in place,” 
said Dirie, who has a 5th 
grader in school in East-
ie. “The state hasn’t made 
an investment to improve 
HVAC systems in all 
school facilities and free/
clear cleaning at every 
school to prevent the ex-
acerbation of certain med-
ical conditions, including 
asthma and eczema, af-

See RALLY Page 8

See EDWARDS Page 2
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Secretary of Health and Human Services Marylou Sudders, Audrey Clairmont, Director of 
Addiction Services NSMHA, Jackie Moore, CEO NSMHA, Katie O’Leary, Director of Recov-
ery Support Services NSMHA, and Judi Lemoine COO NSMHA

By John Lynds

A new resource cen-
ter for people in recovery 
opened its doors in Orient 
Heights Square earlier this 
month that hopes to tar-
get the recovery commu-
nity in Eastie, Winthrop, 
Revere, Charlestown and 

Chelsea. 
Run by North Suffolk 

Mental Health Associ-
ation (NSMH) Recov-
ery on the Harbor at 983 
Bennington St. will offer 
those in recovery access to 
a wide array of resources 
and programs to help on 
their road to recovery. 

On Friday NSMH staff 
was joined by Eastie’s 
elected officials, members 
of the recovery communi-
ty and Mass Secretary of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Marylou Sudders to 
cut the ribbon on Recov-

By Seth Daniel

Even when the City 
was in total crisis mode a 
year ago within the orig-
inal and deadly surge of 
COVID-19, the economic 
impacts on City coffers 
was already in the back 
of minds of many local 
leaders.

In a year’s time, rev-
enues from airport and 
hospitality industries have 
plummeted, and the job-
lessness from it all has 
gobbled up millions in 
emergency relief – much 
of it paid for by the City. 
Now, the City has been 
assured of several million 
dollars in aid from the 
American Rescue Plan, 
and more importantly, 
from an allocation from 
Gov. Charlie Baker – to-
taling perhaps as much as 
$40 million in the first di-
rect federal aid funds for 
municipalities.

The total amounts from 
both sources likely won’t 
trickle down from the fed-
eral government for an-
other month, but already 
local leaders are prioritiz-
ing what needs to be done.

City Manager Tom 
Ambrosino said they still 
have COVID-19 relief to 
tend to, but a high priority 
will be replacing millions 
in lost revenues – particu-
larly due to the slowdown 

at Logan Airport.
“With respect to spend-

ing, our first order of 
business is for the City to 
restore its lost revenues 
from COVID, which may 
amount to $15 million 
or more by the time the 
pandemic ends,” he said. 
“Any additional funds 
will be utilized by the 
City to address COVID 
impacts, including hous-
ing instability, food inse-
curity and small business 
losses. These have been 
the priority areas for the 
City since the pandemic 
began, and we will con-
tinue to prioritize these 
areas with any new mon-
ies from ARPA.”

Councilor Leo Rob-
inson said he would like 
to see more youth op-
portunities, but first and 
foremost he said the City 
should take it very slowly 
when deciding where to 
put the funds.

“My biggest priority is 
not to run out and spend 
the money,” he said. 
“Let’s sit down and talk 
about the best uses for 
this money. Once every-
one sees we got all these 
federal dollars, they’ll be 
trying to grab it. I have 
already had conversations 
about being careful. We 
need clear priorities. Will 

By Seth Daniel

After weeks of negoti-
ating with local leaders in 
Chelsea and Everett after 
being shorted by the feder-
al American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) and the federal del-
egation, Gov. Charlie Bak-
er announced his Admin-
istration would dedicate 
a total of $100 million of 
additional federal funding 
to those two communities 
– and two others that were 
shorted.

The additional funding 
announcement brought 
Everett and Chelsea fur-
ther up from the low levels 
of funding they did have 
under the Plan, but still far 
behind more affluent com-
munities like Newton and 
Brookline and others.

“When this issue was 
first brought to our atten-
tion and when you look 
at the numbers general-
ly, when you have what I 
would describe as relative-
ly better-off financially 
communities getting $70, 
$80, and $90 million, and 

you have places like Chel-
sea and Everett…, which 
have been hit pretty hard 
by the pandemic and don’t 
have the kinds of resourc-
es many of these other 
communities have, getting 
$6, $7 and $8 million – it 
was pretty clear there was 
a problem there,” said 
Gov. Baker. “We began 
serious conversations with 
the local leaders in those 
communities to figure out 
how we might frame this 
to figure out how to solve 
it. Once we reached what I 
would describe as a gener-
al agreement to the prob-
lems they were trying to 
deal with as part of their 
own initiative, we then 
talked to the folks in the 
legislative leadership here 
to incorporate that into the 
planning we do here on 
how we do allocate federal 
resources that are part of 
the ARP.”

The details were still 
very fuzzy when an-
nounced on Thursday, 

Recovery on the Harbor cuts ribbon 

See RECOVERY Page 16

By Seth Daniel

The Chelsea Public 
Schools (CPS) vaccina-
tion clinic has become 
the hot place to be for 
educators from across 
the region, as the district 
seeks to vaccinate its staff 

and others in preparation 
for re-starting school this 
month.

Supt. Almi Abeyta and 
a huge collaboration be-
tween many folks came 
together for the third and 
largest vaccine clinic 
for educators on Friday, 

March 26, at the Burke 
Complex. Offering the 
one-shot Johnson and 
Johnson vaccine, the dis-
trict opened up the clinic 
to the Five District Part-
nership (Chelsea, Revere, 

Teachers from region flock to 
Chelsea educator vaccine clinic

Above, CPS Buildings 
and Grounds Director 
Joe Cooney receives his 
vaccine from CHS Nurse 
Kim Sammons.

Right, New CPS Health 
Tech Cindy Brown and 
Supt. Almi Abeyta help 
to check people out from 
the clinic.

Baker sends 
millions for 
Chelsea aid

People of 
Chelsea 
project 
expands 
banners
for CHS

By Seth Daniel

There will be a day 
when folks in the future 
look back at the work of 
Chelsea photographer 
Darlene DeVita and her 
‘People of Chelsea’ proj-
ect – particularly during 
the last year of the pan-
demic – and marvel at it.

But why wait for the 
future when her work is 
ready and available now?

DeVita has had banners 
on the fence of the Chelsea 
Public Library for many 
months, but now she has 
created new banners and 
expanded the project to 
Chelsea High School on 
Everett Avenue.

“The banners are there 
and they are to celebrate,” 
she said. “I just finished 
putting up new and larger 
banners at Chelsea High 
School along Everett Av-
enue. It’s still pandemic 
work, but these are new 
portraits. There are quite 
a few new ones and some 
old ones too. There’s new 
Black Lives Matter im-
ages from last summer 
and the holidays at La 
Colaborativa and giving 
out food. There’s joyful 
ones and people dancing. 
Who knew it would turn 
into this? Even without 
the pandemic, I’ve always 
been amazed by this com-
munity.”

DeVita said it was one 
year ago this week after 
the pandemic set in that 
she ventured out with her 
camera to see what she 
could find. She had already 
been doing her ‘People of 
Chelsea’ project for some 
time, and wasn’t sure what 
to do when COVID hit. 
The answer came quickly 
when she found people 
and organizations, fami-
lies and neighbors, coping 
with the tragedy as – well 
– People of Chelsea.

That early work turned 

Lost revenues, youth opportunities 
and infrastructure top the 
list of priorities for federal money

See MONEY Page 2

See TEACHERS Page 3

See LIST Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Attorney Jeffrey Ro-
sario Turco of Winthrop 
carried the communities 
of Revere and Winthrop in 
impressive fashion to win 
the special election for the 
19th Suffolk District seat in 
the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives.

Turco received 1,861 
votes in the district to fin-
ish first in the field of three 
candidates. Independent 
candidate Richard Fucillo 
Jr. was second with 473 
votes while Republican 

candidate Paul Caruccio 
was third with 466 votes.

Turco succeeds former 
state representative Rob-
ert A. DeLeo of Winthrop, 
who served for 30 years in 
the position and became 
the longest-serving House 
Speaker in the history of 
the Commonwealth with 
12 years (2009-20) at the 
helm of the 160-member 
governmental body.

Turco has strong ties to 
both Revere, the commu-
nity in which he grew up, 

By Cary Shuman

Come June 1, people 
who take the Wonderland 
bus to Haymarket or Mav-
erick Square will have 
minutes sliced off their 
travel time.

Because that’s the day 
the city’s long-awaited 
and much-anticipated “bus 
lane” pilot program on 
Broadway (southbound) 
will begin, according to 
city transportation planner 
Julie DeMauro.

DeMauro gave the Re-
vere Traffic Commission 
headed by Paul Argenzio 
an update on the program 
at its March 25 meet-
ing. She further elabo-
rated on the program in a 
post-meeting interview.

The bus lane will go 
southbound from the in-
tersection of Revere Street 
and Broadway and pro-

ceed all the way through 
the Revere downtown 
business district and on to 
the Revere-Chelsea line 
across from the Cronin 
Rink parking lot adjacent 
to Chelsea Creek. The bus 
lane will be clearly paint-
ed on the street. The hours 
of operation will be from 4 
a.m. to 9 a.m.

“The 116 and 117 bus-
es, the 411 bus, and the 
119 bus (which takes a left 
at Central Avenue onto 
Broadway) will use the 
lane,” said DeMauro.

Motorists will not be 
able to park in any spac-
es along the bus route 
on Broadway. Delivery 
trucks would still be able 
to park along the route and 
make deliveries during 
those hours.

The bus pilot program 
was originally scheduled 
to start in October, 2020 

and run on a three-month 
trial basis through Decem-
ber 31, 2020. But due to 
weather concerns and a 
delay in signing the agree-
ment with the MBTA, the 
program was pushed back 
to June 1, 2021 and ex-
tended to a six-month trial 
period through Dec. 31, 
2021.

“It will definitely speed 
up a person’s trip on the 
bus,” said DeMauro. 
“School buses will also 
be allowed to use the lane. 
Also our first responders, 
the Fire Department and 
ambulances, will also be 
allowed to use the lane if 
necessary.”

In addition to the re-
stricted bus lane, there will 
be a traffic signalization 
upgrade on Broadway, 
meaning the city would be 

Special to the Journal

Redgate announced that 
restaurateur Michael Aldi 
will debut ‘TYDE’ this 
summer at the Ryder proj-
ect – bringing a high-end 
contemporary American 
dining experience to the 
breathtaking site over-
looking Revere Beach.

Executive Chef Greg 
Reeves’ menu will fo-
cus on locally sourced, 
high-quality cuts of dry 
aged beef and fresh-
caught seafood, as well 
as local produce and oth-
er premium ingredients. 
In addition to 120 seats 
on the interior of TYDE, 
the restaurant will feature 
an over 100-seat outdoor 

dining concept that pro-
vides a relaxed, tropical 
vacation-like escape just 
steps from the front doors 
of Ryder residents. Ryder 
is located at 21 Revere 
Beach Boulevard.

 “Revere Beach corridor 
is an exceptional location 
that rivals any other beach-
front property in Massa-
chusetts,” said Aldi, who 
is also the creator of Dryft 
and Fine Line at Redgate’s 
500 Ocean Avenue. “We 
are taking advantage of 
the beachfront scene to 
create a vibrant new at-
mosphere with the goal of 
revitalizing the sidewalk, 
and bringing back the cul-

BOARD OF HEALTH 
SURPASSES 
5,000 DOSES 
ADMINISTERED

Mayor Brian Arrigo 
and the Revere Board of 
Health provided an update 
on COVID-19 vaccina-
tion efforts in the city. As 
of Thursday, March 25, 
2021, more than 8,700 
Revere residents had been 
fully vaccinated, and an 
additional 6,000+ had re-
ceived the first of a two-
dose vaccine. The City is 
averaging 20.9 new cas-
es of COVID-19 per day 
and our positivity rate is 
3.75%. Positive cases had 
continued to slowly de-
cline over the course of the 
month of March, but have 
begun to rise over the past 
week.

To-date the Revere 
Board of Health has ad-
ministered more than 
5,000 doses of COVID-19 
vaccine to Revere res-
idents and workers, in-
cluding at more than two 
dozen clinics offered at 
Rumney Marsh Academy, 
on-site at senior hous-
ing facilities and house 
calls to homebound resi-
dents. The Revere Board 
of Health will continue 
to serve as a vaccination 
provider as supply allows, 
including at an upcoming 
mobile clinic for essential 
workers.

Vaccination options 
for Revere residents have 
been further bolstered 
with last week’s opening 
of a vaccination site at the 
Oceanside/Wonderland 
Ballroom, in partnership 
with East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC). Vaccination at 
the site is by appointment 
only and available to eligi-
ble residents. EBNHC re-
ceives a limited supply of 
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EASY RIDE
Broadway bus lane pilot program starts on June 1
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Elected State Representative 
for 19th Suffolk District Seat

LOCAL FLAVOR
Michael Aldi and Chef Greg 

Reeves to debut ‘TYDE’ at Ryder
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Staff erport

Mayor Brian Arrigo an-
nounced $300,000 in grant 
funding will be awarded 

to 15 independently-run 
Revere restaurants to 
support their recovery 
through the spring and 
summer months. Follow-

ing responses from dozens 
of qualified applicants, 
the City increased total 
available funding through 
the pilot program from 
$250,000 to $300,000, 
with businesses receiving 
monthly funding install-
ments, technical assis-
tance and operational safe-
ty support.

Mayor Arrigo visited 
several of the selected 
restaurants yesterday af-
ternoon to congratulate 
owners on their grant 
award and discuss the 
continued challenges they 

See RESTAURANTS Page 9

Arrigo announces $300,000 in COVID-19 
Recovery Grant funding for 15 restaurants

Mayor Brian Arrigo and Tech Leng present a grant to Thmor 
Da on Shirley Avenue.

State Representative-Elect Jeffrey Rosario Turco arrives, 
with thumbs up, celebrating his victory as he enters Casa 
Lucia.

State Representative-Elect Jeffrey Rosario Turco with his family at his victory celebration at 
Casa Lucia.

The following is a sum-
mary of the work complet-
ed this week and the work 
P. Gioioso & Sons, Inc. 
(contractor) has scheduled 
for the next two weeks. 
Please note, the anticipat-
ed schedule may vary due 
to unforeseen site condi-
tions, weather conditions, 
or other factors out of the 
contractor’s control.

Construction
Updates and Schedule:
Two-week Anticipated 
Schedule ( to 4/9/21)
March 30, 2021:
• Construction vehicles 

will not be entering or 
exiting the Larsen Rink. 
Parking at the public 
parking lot next to Citi-
zens Bank will be closed 
to the public on March 

30, 2021 (Election Day). 
Construction vehicles will 
resume entering and ex-
iting the Larsen Rink on 
March 31, 2021. Access 
to public parking in a por-
tion of the public parking 
lot at Citizens Bank will 
reopen on April 1, 2021. 
To April 2, 2021:

HOLY WEEK AT 
FIRST CHURCH 
OF WINTHROP, 
UNITED 
METHODIST

The Holy Week Sched-
ule for First Church of 
Winthrop, United Meth-
odist is as follows: 

Maundy Thursday – 
April 1, 6pm

-Service of Holy Com-
munion at First Church

Good Friday – April 2, 
1-3pm

-First Church Sanctuary 
will be open for prayer (re-
serve a time by contacting 
the church office)

-Stations of the Cross 
booklets available for use 
at home or at the church.

Ecumenical Easter 
Sunrise Service – Win-
throp Beach, April 4, 
6:10am

-All are welcome to this 
25-minute outdoor service 
with joint leadership from 
Winthrop’s churches

-Meet at the north end 
of Winthrop Beach at 
Crest Ave., near the green 
rails

-The breakfast at First 
Church following the Sun-
rise Service is cancelled 
this year.

Easter Sunday at First 
Church – April 4, 11:00am

-Service of Holy Com-
munion

-Easter fellowship hour 
in the rear parking lot fol-
lowing the service.

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;  cottagehillrealestate.com

Wishing you peace and happiness during 
Easter & Passover
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63 SUMMIT AVE 
WINTHROP

Stunning historic Single family with 

two levels of living space.  Well 

maintained with 4 Bedrooms and 

4.5 bathrooms.    $949,000

21 RUSHMORE ST 
#3 BRIGHTON

NEW TO MARKET! Amazing 
brand new townhouse with 3 levels 
of living space. Gorgeous kitchen 
with SS appliances, 2 car garage, 
4 bedroom, 3 bathrooms and a 

fireplace too!  $1,150,000

35 GRAFTON AVE 
MILTON

Completely remodeled home.  
Beautiful kitchen with SS Appli-

ances, hardwood floors throughout, 
fireplaced Livingroom 3 bedrooms 
& 1.5 bathrooms. Spacious patio 
get ready to move right into your 

new home!     $799,900

50 HICHBORN ST 
REVERE

Amazing renovated 2-family home 
in commuter friendly Revere

Location. Gorgeous kitchen with 
granite countertops, 5 bedrooms

3 bathrooms and 4 parking spaces 
too!      $774,900

105 ELLIOT RD

REVERE
NEW TO MARKET! Single family 

home featuring 5 rooms, 2 bed-

rooms & 1.5 bathrooms. Minutes to 

Beachmont station & Suffolk down 

shopping center   $369,900

72 EUTAW STREET 
EAST BOSTON

Large 3 family home in Historic 
Eagle Hill in East Boston. Great 

Rental income property, high ceil-
ings hardwood floor, close to blue 

line T station, 9 bedrooms & 
4 full bathrooms.   

$949,900

UNDER
AGREEMENT

UNDER
AGREEMENT

UNDER
AGREEMENT
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Town reports 39 additional COVID-19 cases

TURCO 
WINS

Elected State Representative
for the 19th Suffolk District

Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

We are open!We are open!
28th  Year 

in Business!

We We welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean welcome back our patients to a safe, friendly, & clean 
environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!environment. Highest quality paitent care is our goal!

Hands on care with precautions

At the Spring fair at St. John’s the Episcopal Church are 
from  from left to right, are David Pfeiffer, Fr. Walter Con-
nelly, Danny Dalo, Carol Belcher, Chris Foglia, and Ruth 
Koch-Ashton.

ST. JOHN’S THE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH SPRING FAIR

CONSTRUCTION LOOK AHEAD
The Center Business District Construction Project

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
has notified Town officials 
of 39 additional confirmed 
positive cases of the vi-
rus in Winthrop since our 
last reporting on March 
25. These latest numbers 
bring the total number of 
cases up to 2,118, with 35 

deceased (no change), 46 
in isolation (+14 from last 
week) and 2,037 recov-
ered (+25 from last week).

The Winthrop Public 
Health is offering assis-
tance to those who may 
have difficulty registering 
for the Covid vaccine.  
Anyone in need can call 

the EOC number at 617-
539-5837 or email eoc@
town.winthrop.ma.us.

The Town encourages 
everyone to stay informed 
by visiting the official 
Winthrop COVID-19 re-
source page at www.Win-
thropCOVID19.com

By Cary Shuman

Attorney Jeffrey Ro-
sario Turco of Winthrop 
carried the communities 
of Revere and Winthrop in 
impressive fashion to win 
the special election for the 
19th Suffolk District seat in 
the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives.

Turco received 1,861 
votes in the district to fin-
ish first in the field of three 

candidates. Independent 
candidate Richard Fucillo 
Jr. was second with 473 
votes while Republican 
candidate Paul Caruccio 
was third with 466 votes.

Turco received 1,385 
votes in Winthrop while 
Caruccio (88) and Fucillo 
(68) were second and third 
respectively.

See ELECTION Page 3State Representaive-Elect Jeffrey 
Rosario Turco shown with his 
family at Casa Lucia in Revere 
during a victory celebration 
following the polls' close. 
Shown right, State Rep.-Elect 
Turco arrives with thumbs up to 
Casa Lucia.

By Seth Daniel

Supt. Priya Tahiliani 
and her finance team an-
nounced a School Bud-
get on Monday night to 
the School Committee 
that was unlike any that 
Everett Public Schools 
(EPS) has seen – one that 
looked toward long-term 
investments in a pro-
posed three-year plan.

This year’s School 
Budget plan has a lot 
of elements at play - in-
cluding federal CARES 
Act funding for schools, 
the first year of Student 
Opportunity Act (SOA) 
funding, and now a cal-
culated long-term plan 
to return more money 
to students and school 
building leaders.

The overall School 
Budget ask is $129.395 
million – but the ask is 
coming in a way never 
seen before in the School 
Department. Supt. Tahil-
iani said the Budget is a 
break from the past ways 
of formulating it, plan-
ning it and presenting 
it. In creating the Bud-
get, all of the principals, 
school leaders, directors 

and teachers have been 
part of the crafting of 
it – so there are no pre-
sentations or “asks” from 
each school. Instead, that 
has all been rolled into 
the Budget presentation, 
which is more of a blue-
print for overall strategy 
than a line-by-line nego-
tiation for spending on 
things such as paper tow-
els or lab equipment.

“It really is meant to 
reflect the scope of in-
vestment in our students 
and schools,” said Tahil-
iani.

At Monday night’s 
special School Commit-
tee meeting, Supt. Ta-
hiliani and School CFO 
Anu Jayanth introduced 

By Seth Daniel

Deep into Everett’s in-
dustrial landscape off of 
Market Street lies a typ-
ical, expansive asphalt 
parking lot, and now, a 
river runs through it.

It’s not often that a riv-
er is unearthed from what 
has been generations of 
industrial wasteland, but 
that’s exactly what has 
happened this month as 
about 500 feet of the pre-
viously underground Is-
land End River has been 
“daylighted” – freeing 
itself from a failing un-
derground culvert and 
creating a brand new, 
environmentally friendly 
stream that will drasti-
cally improve flooding 
problems in the southern 
half of the city.

The project has been 
in the making for years 
upon years, but was re-
cently unlocked in a pub-
lic-private partnership 
between the City, state, 
federal government and 
The Davis Companies 
– a private developer 
that purchased the Bos-

ton Market Terminal in 
2019 and committed to 
taking on a very expen-
sive replacement of the 
underground portion of 
the culvert. That under-
ground phase will come 
later, and in cooperation 
with Chelsea, but the 
current daylighting proj-
ect is nearly finished and 
has quickly transformed 
an area that seemed unre-
deemable.

“We have removed the 
old failing culvert and 
unearthed the Island End 
River with an open swale 

that is reinforced to help 
reduce flooding frequen-
cy upstream and to re-
store the site for an eco-
logical improvement of 
the environment and pro-
vide a corridor for spe-
cies to come up the riv-
er,” said Zach Chornyak, 
an engineer with Tighe 
and Bond, who has long 
consulted with the City 
on proposed improve-
ments to the stream. 
“The daylighting is real-
ly the first major piece of 

By Seth Daniel

After weeks of nego-
tiating with local leaders 
in Chelsea and Everett 
after being shorted by the 
federal American Res-
cue Plan (ARP) and the 
federal delegation, Gov. 
Charlie Baker announced 
his Administration would 
dedicate a total of $100 
million of additional fed-
eral funding to those two 
communities – and two 
others that were shorted.

The additional funding 
announcement brought 
Everett and Chelsea fur-
ther up from the low lev-
els of funding they did 
have under the Plan, but 
still far behind more af-
fluent communities like 
Newton and Brookline 
and others.

“When this issue was 
first brought to our atten-
tion and when you look 
at the numbers general-
ly, when you have what 
I would describe as rela-
tively better-off financial-
ly communities getting 
$70, $80, and $90 million, 
and you have places like 
Chelsea and Everett…, 
which have been hit pret-
ty hard by the pandemic 
and don’t have the kinds 
of resources many of 
these other communities 
have, getting $6, $7 and 
$8 million – it was pretty 
clear there was a problem 
there,” said Gov. Baker. 
“We began serious con-
versations with the local 
leaders in those communi-
ties to figure out how we 
might frame this to figure 
out how to solve it. Once 
we reached what I would 
describe as a general 
agreement to the prob-
lems they were trying to 
deal with as part of their 
own initiative, we then 
talked to the folks in the 

legislative leadership here 
to incorporate that into the 
planning we do here on 
how we do allocate feder-
al resources that are part 
of the ARP.”

The details were still 
very fuzzy when an-
nounced on Thursday, 
March 25, at a regu-
lar COVID-19 update 
press conference, but 
those close to the situa-
tion seemed to indicate 
that Chelsea and Everett 
might be in line for about 
$28 million each in ad-
ditional funding, while 
Methuen and Randolph 
would receive slightly 
less amounts.

For Everett, that would 
bring up their total fund-
ing (including county re-
sources) to approximately 
$41.59 million. For Chel-
sea, that would bring their 
approximate Rescue Plan 
funding up to $39.61 mil-
lion. That still trails more 
affluent communities 
who weren’t hard hit with 
COVID-19 by a long shot. 
Under the original Plan – 
assuming no more federal 
dollars were awarded to 
them – Newton is fund-
ed at $65.29 million and 
Somerville at $79.06 mil-
lion. However it would 
bring them on par with 
communities like Revere, 
which got $30.54 million.

“As a result of the 
way the bill was de-
signed, Chelsea, Everett, 
Methuen and Randolph 
are due to receive signifi-
cantly smaller levels of 
funding compared to oth-
er significantly hard-hit 
communities,” continued 
the governor. “We believe 
it’s critically important 
these communities get 
the resources they need to 
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The past week featured warmer weather and beautiful, much later sunsets. Here, the 
industrial area of Everett’s Lower Broadway is silhouetted against the orange-setting sun 
last Friday evening, March 26. The sun will not set before 7 p.m. from now until some point 
in September, according to the Farmer’s Almanac.

SUNSET OVER EVERETTSupt. Tahiliani, finance team announce 
forward-looking School Budget plan

Baker allocates 
extra money 
for Everett

See BUDGET Page 2

Outdoor 
dining 
applications 
will begin

By Seth Daniel

The Everett License 
Commission met on 
March 24 and approved 
a plan to start outdoor 
dining in a no-frills pro-
cess this spring, and also 
approved a package store 
license for a drug store in-
side Encore Boston Har-
bor.

Chair Phil Antonelli of-
fered up a vote to allow the 
Planning Department to 
take over outdoor dining 
applications at last week’s 
meeting, and called for 
businesses to begin apply-
ing for the permits.

Last year’s process 
eventually was moved to 
the Planning Department 
for an administrative pro-
cess that didn’t require 
License Commission re-
view, and now that pro-
cess will start anew. The 
outdoor dining option was 
a saving grace for many 
restaurants last summer 
and fall, and was popular 
with the public as well. 

“We have opened up 
our outdoor dining pro-
gram again,” said Anton-
elli. “Any licensee that 
serves alcohol and wants 
to have a fenced-in or 
roped off area in front of 
their restaurant needs to 
apply now. The Planning 
Department will be han-
dling that in conjunction 
with City Attorney Keith 
Slattery.”

Antonelli said the Plan-
ning Department and 
Slattery will review ap-
plications for safety and 
completeness and adher-
ence to regulations. Then, 
they will simply inform 
the Commission of the 
administrative approval. 
Any issues that arise af-
terward would potentially 

Island End River unearthed in a parking lot

See DINING Page 3

By Monday of this week, the stream had been opened up 
and was flowing freely through the area. The restored chan-
nel is 80 feet wide and about 15 feet deep.

See Easter Hunnies 
on Page 5

Mayor Carlo DeMaria hosted a French flag raising ceremony in collaboration with the 
French Consulate of Boston, the Haitian Consulate of Boston, the Everett Haitian Com-
munity Center, and other Francophonie constituents of the City of Everett to celebrate 
the Month of the Francophonie on Wednesday, March 24, at 11:30 a.m. Pictured are City 
Councilor Fred Capone, State Rep. Joe McGonagle, Haitian General Consul Hans Charles, 
French General Consul Arnaud Mentre, Rev. Myrlande DesRosiers, Mayor Carlo DeMaria, 
City Councilor Gerly Adrien, City Councilor John Hanlon, Adeleine Celestin of the Everett 
School Department. See page 14 for story and more photos.

CITY OF EVERETT RAISES THE FRENCH FLAG
By Cary Shuman

Lynn’s Ben Bowden is a Ma-
jor League Baseball player now. 
He’s made it to The Show.

Bowden will begin the 2021 
MLB season on the Colorado 
Rockies’ roster. The Rockies play 
the reigning World Series cham-
pion Los Angeles Dodgers in 
their opening series.

Ben’s parents, Larry Bowden 
and Stephanie Bowden, were 
hoping to be at Coors Field in 
Denver for their son’s debut with 
the Rockies, according to Derek 
Dana, who is Ben’s uncle.

“Obviously we couldn’t be any 
prouder – it was just an awesome 
day Tuesday,” said Dana, speak-
ing on behalf of the family. “Ben 
gives you a call. He’s so excited 
and you’re just so happy for him. 
He’s worked so hard. To finally 
get the chance and to do it on an 
Opening Day roster, making the 
team - we all were very excited 

to hear that. It’s just awesome.”
Bowden, a 6-foot-4-inch 

lefthander, had an outstanding 
spring pitching for the Rockies 
during their Cactus League exhi-
bition season in Arizona.

 Bowden began his local base-
ball journey in the East Lynn 
Little League where his father 
served as league president. He 
was named the Mass. Gatorade 
Player of the Year in his senior 
season at Lynn English High 
School where he was coached 
by Joe Caponigro. He was an 
All-Star player in the Lynn Babe 
Ruth organization.

The news of Bowden’s ele-
vation to the Major League was 
welcomed with joy and pride by 
his Babe Ruth coaches, includ-
ing current president Jeff Earp, 
past presidents Jim Beliveau and 
John Kasian, and coach Mike 
Mageary.

“What a great feeling it is for 
all of us,” said Earp. “It’s out-

standing. He’s just such 
a great kid. His father is 
such a class act. The fam-
ily is terrific. We’ll be 
watching the Rockies’ games on 
TV and we’re planning a trip to 
see Ben pitch in person, proba-

Thursday, April 1, 2021
Th e Ly n n Jo u r n a L
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 
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Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000
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Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
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$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4

Police News 16

Sports 11

Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 
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Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900
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ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout
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a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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By Cary Shuman

Amanda Mena, the incredibly 
talented vocalist from Lynn and 
St. Mary’s High School, saw her 
journey end on the American Idol 
television show Sunday night.

Celebrity judge and music leg-
end Lionel Richie delivered the 
news to Mena via a large-screen 
connection from his residence.

The decision caught Mena’s 
thousands of followers by sur-
prise. Mena was simply sensa-
tional during her audition in front 
of Richie and the other famous 
judges, Katy Perry and Luke 
Bryan.

Mena was hoping to gain a 
spot among the final 24 contes-
tants.

Mena’s accomplishment of 
advancing to Idol’s Hollywood 
Week and her excellent perfor-
mances in front of millions of 

Idol viewers on national televi-
sion will no doubt elevate her 
rising career in the recording in-
dustry.

Many consider Idol the gold 
standard of music/reality shows.  

Mena’s showcasing of her vocal 
talents on a big stage and her in-
teraction with giants in the indus-
try like Richie, Perry, and Bryan 
and Idol’s amazing host Ryan 
Seacrest had to be a thrilling ex-
perience for the 18-year-old sing-
er. 

Mena will be returning to the 
recording studio to work on her 
next album.

Jamie Marsh, general manag-
er of the Lynn Auditorium, told 
the Lynn Journal that he hopes to 
schedule Mena for a concert per-
formance later this year.

Colin Jamieson of Boxford 
(who has family connections in 
Lynn including softball great 
Martha Jamieson, Berklee Col-
lege of Music student Grace Kin-
stler, and Berklee graduate Bren-
nan Hepler (whose stage name is 
“Beane”) all advanced to Idol’s 
round of 24.

Mena’s journey ends on American Idol

Amanda Mena is pictured during 
her appearance on the American 
Idol television show.

CLIMB TO THE TOP

bly at Citi Field (the Mets’ home 
ballpark) in New York .”

Lynn English Director of 
Athletics Dick Newton extend-
ed his congratulatory wishes to 
Bowden.

“The entire Lynn English High 
School athletic program congrat-
ulates Ben Bowden on making it 
to the Major Leagues,” said Dick 
Newton, a former college base-
ball star at St. Leo’s University. 
“We are all very excited about 
the news and wish him continued 
success in his career.”

Dana, who played profession-
al baseball in the San Francisco 
Giants organization, recalled his 
message to his nephew when he 
first entered the Vanderbilt Uni-

versity baseball program.
“Ben used to tell me how 

good these kids were at Vander-
bilt when he first got there and 
I just said, ‘you’re one of those 
guys – you just have to believe 
in yourself,’’’ said Dana. “When 
he got to professional baseball, 
same thing. I said, ‘Ben, you’re 
a second-round draft pick, you’re 
one of those guys. Just believe 
in yourself and good things are 
going to happen.’ He always did 
believe in himself. He kept be-
lieving in himself and he’s there 
now.”

Ben Bowden earns a spot on 
Colorado Rockies’ Opening Day roster

Ben Bowden has earned a spot 
on the 2021 Colorado Rock-
ies’ Opening Day roster. Ben is 
pictured on some of the baseball 
cards during his earlier days in 
the Rockies’ organization. 
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‘Basquiat and the Hip-Hop Generation’ exhibit extended

Boston Mayoral candidate and former EBHS teacher Annissa Essaibi George releases education plan

At-Large City Councilor, 
former East Boston High 
School teacher and current 
Boston Mayoral Candidate 
Annissa Essaibi George 
released her education plan 
Tuesday. 
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