
By John Lynds

East Boston restau-
rants and bars have been 

some of the hardest hit 
small businesses by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 
the resulting economic 
downturn that has swept 
the nation.  

While there’s been 
some temporary relief 
through extended outdoor 
seating capacity programs 
as well as local bars able 
to offer liquor-to-go, some 
smaller operations are still 
finding it hard to pay for 
the necessary components 
to make outdoor dining a 
reality. 

Luckily, the new part-
nership between East Bos-
ton Main Streets (EBMS) 
and local real estate devel-
opers is providing much 
needed financial support 
to local restaurants as 
they reopened and found 
their footing during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Eastie Strong, the 
grant program hatched by 
EBMS and local real estate 
developers, announced its 
second round of awardees 
as part of the ‘Adopt a Pa-
tio’ program. The Adopt a 

Patio provides capital to 
fund reopening costs re-
lated to complying with 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
The funds are used to pur-
chase items such as out-
door furniture, umbrellas, 
and space heaters for the 
winter.  

“We are excited to   re-
lease our first round of 
funding and know it will 
be a lifeline to many of 
these small and locally 
owned   businesses,” said 
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By John Lynds

It’s hard to believe that 
more than 85 percent of 
clothes wind up in the 
trash. While it’s the norm 
to recycle plastics, glass, 
metal and paper--clothes, 
shoes, and accessories 
have long been ignored. 
Studies show that about 
10 percent of the nation’s 
landfills are full of discard-
ed clothes and textiles.

Boston Public Works 
(BPW) announced recent-
ly that it now has fourteen 
drop-off locations around 
the city for recycling 
clothing and textiles--this 
includes East Boston. 

The location in Eastie 
at the city’s municipal lot 
located at 166 London St. 
accepts everything from 
pants, shorts, curtains, 
pajamas, t-shirts, jerseys, 
sweatshirts, sweaters, 
jeans, dresses, coats, suits, 
shoes, blankets, and back-
packs.

“Locations were start-
ed in municipal lots since 
they are managed by the 
City and space is there,” 
said BPW’s Brian Cough-
lin. “We’re now working 
with neighborhood groups 
to help identify private 
land that we can use. Also 

By John Lynds

Last week the Conser-
vation Law Foundation 
(CLF), GreenRoots and 
Lawyers for Civil Rights 
filed a federal lawsuit 
against the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). 
The group argues that the 
EPA failed to investigate 
discrimination concerns 
in the ongoing Eversource 
East Eagle substation proj-
ect in East Boston. 

The groups previously 
filed a Title VI civil rights 
complaint against Massa-

chusetts energy officials 
after they ignored resident 
concerns and refused to 
provide translation ser-
vices at community meet-
ings in Eastie where many 
non-English speakers, par-
ticularly Spanish-speaking 
residents live.  

The group said the EPA 
declined to act on that civ-
il rights complaint, and the 
subsequent lawsuit aims 
to force a proper investi-
gation.

“As a mother raising 
three sons who use the 
playground that is so close 

to this park I feel it is 
outrageous and especial-
ly frustrating that in this 
process, in which I and 
my neighbors would like 
to have participated and 
make our voices and con-
cerns heard, we have been 
shut out by the lack of 
interpretation or the poor 
quality of interpretation 
when it was provided,” 
said Noemy Rodriguez an 
East Boston resident for 
the past 8 years and orga-
nizer with GreenRoots.

Amy Laura Cahn, Inter-
im Director of the Healthy 

Communities and Envi-
ronmental Justice program 
at CLF said for years, state 
energy officials have un-
lawfully shut out Span-
ish-speaking Eastie and 
Chelsea residents from 
decisions that will impact 
their communities for gen-
erations. 

“We rely on the EPA to 
enforce civil rights laws, 
which guarantee residents 
a say in what happens in 
their communities,” she 
said. “Without action by 

By John Lynds

Four days after be-
ing nominated by Presi-
dent-Elect Joe Biden to 
serve as United States 
Secretary of Labor in the 
new administration’s cab-
inet, Mayor Martin Walsh 
delivered his final State of 
the City address as Mayor 
of Boston. 

 Walsh delivered his 
address virtually from 
the new Nubian Square 
Library in Roxbury and 
reflected on the work of 
his administration over 
the last seven years, the 
City’s collective accom-
plishments, and the vital 
work that will continue to 
expand equity and oppor-
tunity in Boston during 
these uncertain times. 

One accomplishment 
Walsh touched upon and 
was proud to share was 
the city’s development of 
the first ever Senior Cen-
ter in East Boston. 

In the fall, city officials 

released a set of artist ren-
derings for the first time 
that depicts what Eastie’s 
first ever Senior Center 
will look like once con-
struction is completed. 

Construction on the 
future senior center be-
gan over the summer at 
the former Bremen Street 
branch of the Boston Pub-
lic Library across from 
Orient Heights MBTA 
station. 

Throughout August and 
September, interior dem-
olition took place, and 
construction started on. 
Construction work on the 
senior center will include 
accessibility upgrades, 
new HVAC systems, new 
elevator, window replace-
ments, landscaping, new 
utilities, new bathrooms, 
new kitchen, sprinkler 
system and roof replace-
ment. 

The renderings released 
by the city for the first 
time show the all glass, 
850 square foot addition 

that will house the senior 
center’s main entrance, 
lobby, elevator and stair-
well. The renderings also 
show the outdoor terrace 
that is part of the design. 

“I’m proud to see con-
struction is underway on 
the new senior center in 
Orient Heights, East Bos-

ton,” said Mayor Martin 
Walsh. “In Boston, we 
are dedicated to making 
investments that directly 
benefit in our communi-
ties, and this senior center 
will be vital to increasing 
services for our older Bos-
tonians.”

Walsh delivers final 
State of the City

New clothing and 
textile recycling 
drop box in Eastie

By John Lynds

The City of Boston has 
commissioned Colom-
bian-born artist Monika 
Bravo to create artwork 
for East Boston’s new 
District A-7 police sta-
tion that is currently under 
construction in East Eagle 
Square at the City Yards. 

Bravo, who was born 
in Bogotá, Colombia 
and lives in Miami, is a 
multi-disciplinary artist 
whose work integrates a 
wide array of disciplines, 
from psycho-technologies 
to immersive sculptural 
environments. 

Bravo was recent-
ly awarded the Civitella 
Ranieri Visual Arts Fel-
lowship, a prestigious 

residency program for in-
ternational writers, com-
posers and visual artists, 
in Italy. 

Before construction be-
gan on the new $30 mil-
lion state-of-the-art police 
station in Eastie, Mayor 
Martin Walsh and the 
Boston Police released an 
international Call to Art-
ists to help create art for 
the new station. 

Funded by the City of 
Boston’s Percent for Art 
program, which sets aside 
one percent of the City’s 
annual capital borrowing 
as a budget for the com-
missioning of long-term 
public art, Bravo was cho-
sen because her proposal 

EPA sued by CLF for refusing to investigate discrimination 
claims as part of the East Boston Substation Project

EBMS, local real estate developers distribute second 
round of funding as part of the new ‘Eastie Strong’ program

Artist picked for mural
at new A-7 police station

Mayor Martin Walsh delivers his final State of the City 
speech as Mayor of Boston before heading to Washington 
D.C., to serve as President Joe Biden’s Secretary of Labor. 
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The city’s new clothing and textile drop box in East Boston 
is located in the municipal lot on London Street.

See EBMS Page 2 See ARTIST Page 6



Page 2	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, January 20, 2021

we are working with BPL, 
BPS and BFD facilities 
personnel as we look to 
expand this service.”

Coughlin said in Bos-
ton, about seven percent, 
or 14,000 tons of all city 
trash annually are clothes 
and other textiles. 

The city has partnered 
with HELPSY to offer this 
new service to Eastie and 
Boston residents. 

“Our goal is to sup-
port recycling, responsi-
ble handling of overstock 

and returns and changing 
the way the fashion in-
dustry thinks of the cloth-
ing life cycle,” said the 
company in a statement. 
“Ninety-five percent of all 
clothing, shoes and oth-
er textiles can be given a 
second life--50 percent 
are reusable, 45 percent 
are recyclable. Local thrift 
stores play a necessary 
role in the resale econ-
omy, however they can 
only handle 10-20 percent 
of what they receive.”

HELPSY said all col-
lected materials from the 
bins are sold to national 
and international retailers, 
wholesalers and recyclers. 
This works the same way 
as any other recycled ma-
terials collected from the 
public. 

“Seventy percent of 
the world buys used 
clothing,” the company 
said. “Our buyers sell to 
countries who pay for the 
clothes. If banned, the 
primary economic alter-
native would be more fast 
fashion. Reselling used 
clothes is the best way to 
give clothes a second life, 
mitigating their environ-
mental impact.”
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been a part of medical research?
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Investments from Mass-
port, through a mitigation 
struck with the Logan Im-
pact Advisory Committee 
(LIAG), will help sup-
port the programming and 
operational needs of the 
newly-renovated center 
once construction is com-
plete.  

The City’s current bud-
get for the design and con-
struction is $5.43 million 
and the estimated comple-
tion date is fall 2021.

Also in his speech 
Walsh recognized the 
health care workers, es-
sential workers, first re-
sponders, community 
partners, residents, small 
businesses, elected offi-
cials, and everyone who 
contributed to Boston’s 
COVID-19 response. 

 Walsh’s speech opened 
with a short-form docu-
mentary highlighting the 
resilience and strength 
of Boston’s communities 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We must keep draw-
ing on our strength -- and 
on each other. Recovery 
won’t be easy. The virus 
will be with us for much 
of the year. The econom-
ic impacts will contin-
ue as well,” said Walsh. 
“There will be more hard 
decisions to make. What-
ever happens, I know one 
thing: Boston will stay 
true to our values. We be-
lieve in keeping each other 
safe. We believe in caring 
for those who are vulnera-
ble. We believe justice and 
opportunity are for every-
one.”

Walsh began his State 
of the City speech by pay-
ing tribute to the 1,060 
Bostonians lost to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
and encouraged anyone 
feeling overwhelmed 
to reach out to the City 
through 311, which is 
able to connect residents 
to relief resources, men-
tal health counseling, and 
recovery services. He also 

discussed the ways that 
Boston’s public servants 
have risen to the occasion 
this year. 

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, the City has 
focused on the most vul-
nerable communities. 
Mayor Walsh created a 
COVID-19 Health Ineq-
uities Task Force to close 
racial and ethnic health 
disparities, and the City 
provided over six million 
meals to children, fami-
lies, veterans, and seniors. 
Boston Public Schools 
distributed 40,000 laptops 
to students, and Boston 
provided permanent rent-
al vouchers to over 1,000 
families with children at 
risk of homelessness. 

At the start of the pan-
demic, Walsh created the 
Boston Resiliency Fund. 
The Fund has raised $34.1 
million for COVID-19 re-
lief efforts in Eastie and 
across the city. Of that, 
$30.3 million has already 
supported 366 nonprofits 

the agency, the communi-
ty has no chance to right 
this egregious wrong.”

In December, despite 
over a dozen city, state and 
federal elected officials 
urging Energy and En-
vironmental Affairs Sec-
retary Kathleen Theoha-
rides to postpone a Energy 
Facilities Siting Board 
(EFSB) hearing on Ever-
source’s highly contro-
versial plan to build a new 
substation in East Boston, 
the state went ahead with 
its hearing. However, the 
EFSB delayed the expect-
ed vote on whether or not 
to approve Eversource’s 
substation due to last 
week’s snowstorm. 

At that meeting the 
EFSB heard testimony 
from dozens of Eastie 
elected officials, resi-
dents and activists who 
have been fighting against 
placing the substation 
City Yards in East Eagle 
Square for years. Ahead 
of the hearing and on be-
half of the neighborhood 
16 elected officials sent a 
letter to Theoharides and 
urged her to delay the 

hearing and vote. 
The letter cited serious 

concerns about the acces-
sibility of the hearing to 
Eastie residents, to which 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic has hit especially hard. 
The elected officials ar-
gued that with Eastie ex-
periencing one of the high-
est rates of COVID-19 
infection in the state the 
high positivity rate has 
led to stark economic fall-
out, including unemploy-
ment, food insecurity, and 
homelessness and holding 
such an important meeting 
and vote is unfair--given 
Eastie’s steadfast opposi-
tion to the proposal over 
the years. 

However, the EFSB 
still went forward with the 
hearing but Eversource’s 
plan was condemned by 
attendees like City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards. 

First proposed in 2014, 
the project would con-
struct two new under-
ground transmission lines 
through Boston, Everett, 
and Chelsea connecting 
with a new substation in 
Eastie.   The line would 

run through environmen-
tal justice communities 
whose density, pollution, 
and high rates of poverty 
have left residents exposed 
to public health crises, in-
cluding the COVID-19 
pandemic.   The proposed 
project would place them 
at even greater risk, with 
the high-voltage electric 
substation across from a 
playground, in a densely 
packed residential neigh-
borhood, and in an area on 
the banks of the Chelsea 
Creek highly susceptible 
to catastrophic flooding.

“The EPA has ignored 
its obligations under Ti-
tle VI for decades,” said 
Lauren Sampson, Staff 
Attorney at Lawyers for 
Civil Rights, where she 
coordinates a Race and 
Climate Justice project.  
“Although the Trump Ad-
ministration has tried time 
and time again to destroy 
these vital civil rights pro-
tections, the law is clear: 
federal funding cannot be 
used to support race and 
national origin discrimi-
nation in any form.” 

Drop Box//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and more than 250,000 
Boston families. 

Through the work of 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission and Boston’s 
community health centers 
like East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center, 
the City of Boston con-
tinues making COVID-19 
testing available for Bos-
tonians, including at free, 
mobile testing sites.

“We may be hurting, 
but the state of our city is 
resilient; the state of our 
city is united; the state of 
our city is hopeful; and the 
state of our city is deep-
down Boston strong.”  
said Walsh. 

During his speech, 
Walsh highlighted the 
importance of econom-
ic recovery in Boston as 
the City looks forward to 
helping businesses rebuild 
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

For seven years, the 
Walsh Administration fos-
tered one of the most dy-
namic and resilient econo-
mies in the world. In 2020, 
despite the pandemic, the 
City of Boston approved 
$8.5 billion of new invest-
ments, creating a potential 

for 35,000 new jobs. 
During the COVID-19 

pandemic, the City of Bos-
ton has provided a total 
of $26 million in grants, 
fee waivers and other re-
sources to 4,000 small 
businesses. The City will 
continue working with 
business owners to build 
back restaurants and bars, 
stores and salons, gyms 
and art studios that make 
Boston’s neighborhoods 
special, along with the 
hotels, museums, and the-
aters that highlight Bos-
ton’s diverse communities 
and cultures and bring vis-
itors to the city.

“I want to say a word 
to small business owners, 
You are the soul of our 
economy, and you sacri-
ficed so much for the safe-
ty of our city. I will never 
forget it,” said Walsh 

Walsh also dedicated 
his speech to Boston and 
the nation’s urgent work 
to recognize and dis-
mantle systemic racism. 
In 2020, Walsh declared 
racism a public health cri-
sis, and began work on a 
Health Equity plan to end 
disparities. Boston shifted 
millions of dollars from 

the Boston Police Depart-
ment overtime budget into 
programs for youth, trau-
ma recovery services, and 
mental health, and reor-
ganized the City govern-
ment, appointing Boston’s 
first-ever Chief of Equity. 
Mayor Walsh signed his-
toric police reforms, led by 
the Boston Police Reform 
Task Force. The result is a 
new model for oversight 
and accountability. 

“The pandemic made 
it clear: a community cri-
sis demands a communi-
ty-wide response. So I’m 
asking all of us to accept 
this responsibility as our 
own -- and commit to 
fighting racism. It’s our 
deepest moral obligation. 
And it’s our greatest op-
portunity for growth,” 
said Walsh. 

Walsh concluded, “I am 
confident that the opera-
tions of City government 
-- including our COVID 
response -- will contin-
ue smoothly. And I want 
you to know: the work 
we have done together for 
the past seven years has 
prepared Boston to build 
back stronger than ever.”

EBMS Executive Director 
Gladys Oliveros. 

The second round of 
awardees include: Maver-
ick’s ($1,500); La Haci-
enda Restaurant and Bar 
($1,000); La Gran Man-
zana ($1,000); La Fonda 
Colombiana ($1,000); 
Toasted Flats ($1,000); 
and Tawakal Halal Cafe 
($1,000). 

The first round of 
awards was announced 
in November and in-
cluded: Mexicali Sushi 
Bar ($1,000); Taco Mex 
($1,000); Rincon Lime-
no Restaurant ($1,000); 
La Casa del Pan Debo-
no ($1,000); Dirty Water 
Dough ($1,000); Pazza on 
Porter ($1,500); Mi Pueb-
lito ($1,000); Pueblo Vie-
jo Pupuseria & Mexican 
Grill ($1,000); and Luna’s 
Italian and Latin Cuisine 
Restaurant ($1,000).  

Restaurateurs like Fer-
nando Rosas, who owns 
La Casa del Pan Debo-
no, said the Eastie Strong 
grant program has been a 
lifesaver. 

“I appreciate all the help 
provided by East Boston 
Main Street throughout 
the whole past year,  espe-
cially in the past month,” 
said Rosas. “La Casa del 
Pan Debono has been af-
fected tremendously by 
this pandemic. We are 
barely making rent or 
payroll and last month we 
were having a very tough 

time making ends meet. I 
was one of the many lucky 
restaurants to receive the 
grant for $1,000 and it 
helped us more than we 
could’ve ever imagined. 
We were able to give some 
bonuses to our employees, 
pay for our electricity bill 
and use some for our bi-
weekly payroll.”

Stephen Davis of The 
Davis Companies said his 
company wanted to find a 
way to help our tenants as 
well as contribute to the 
local restaurant economy 
which has suffered greatly 
during the pandemic. 

David Grossman of the 
Grossman Companies, 
who is spearheading the 
fundraising component 
of the program with The 
Davis Companies, said, 
“Thanks to East Boston 
Main Streets we can help 
our tenants afford a night 
out while providing a fi-
nancial lifeline to restau-
rants and support the 
overall health of the East 
Boston economy.”

Other sponsors of the 
program include: Rose-
land, MG2; Seyfarth Shaw 
LLP; Trinity Financial; 
Volnay Capital; Lend-
Lease; Winn Residen-
tial; Norfolk Kitchen and 
Bath; Cranshaw Construc-
tion; East Boston Savings 
Bank; and The Trustees of  
Reservations. 

The program is man-
aged by local consulting 

firm, the Novus Group.
According to Oliveros 

the new initiative also 
has a second component. 
While the first is the Adopt 
a Patio program the other 
is the “Gift Card Pro-
gram”. Local real estate 
developers and sponsors 
will distribute gift cards 
directly to tenants for use 
only at participating local 
restaurants. 

“Over the course of 
the pandemic, we have 
discovered many unique 
challenges that local 
restaurants face: lack of 
access to government Pay-
check Protection Program 
(PPP) loans, decreased 
revenue from customers, 
and the need for capi-
tal to help cover the cost 
of creating new outdoor 
seating,” said Oliveros. 
“This partnership will 
help address these prob-
lems while encouraging 
East Boston residents to 
dine at the many wonder-
ful restaurants operating 
locally.”

Rep. Adrian Madaro 
called the new program 
‘awesome’ and will be 
a big boost to the local 
economy. 

“This is a great exam-
ple of nonprofits and the 
private sector coming to-
gether as a community to 
help each other out during 
a very difficult time,” said 
Madaro. 

EBMS//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today. $50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Fees may reduce earnings. Other fees may apply, 

see schedule of fees for details. Gift is awarded when account is opened. Please note, in the event the value of the 
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all applicable taxes. Bank rules and regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.
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→ Instant issue ATM/VISA® check card with  
      access to Allpoint® ATM network

→ Mobile Banking, People Pay and Mobile    
      Check Deposit

→ Online Banking, Bill Pay and e-Statements

→ Plus, get your FREE GIFT when you open   
      any new checking account!

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT
AND YOU’LL RECEIVE FREE:

Simply Free Checking        ∙     Interest Checking       ∙   Premier Checking

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

ESCAPE FOR A
LITTLE WHILE.
We’ll take care of 
the rest.

GSCA JANAURY 
MEETING AGENDA 

The Gove Street Citi-
zens Association (GSCA) 
monthly meeting will be 
held online (and on phone) 
via ZOOM.  The meeting 
will be held on Monday, 
January 25, at 6:30 p.m.  
Registration is required.  
If you have not received 
an invitation to register or 
have difficulty registering 
or attending, please go 
to https://govestreet.org/
zoom, send an email to 
secretary@govestreet.org 
or contact (781) 951-4111.  

Though the agenda is 
subject to change, we plan 
to discuss the following 
items:

 Attendance Roll Call
Welcome & Announce-

ments
Boston Police Updates 

– Captain McCormick
Office of Neighborhood 

Services Updates – Lina 
Tramelli

Neighborhood Updates 
– Nat Taylor

East Boston Transpor-
tation Justice Coalition 
Community Survey – Leo 
Olsen

The Davis Companies 
Update – Natasha Perez 

 Project Presentations:
297 Maverick - Richard 

Lynds, Esq.
INFORMATIONAL
Renovate, erect addi-

tion, and add roof deck. 
168 Gove Street – Rich-

ard Lynds, Esq.
VOTE
Change occupancy 

from 4 to 8 units, add 
vertical addition and roof 
deck – complete renova-
tion of existing 		
 building.

Secretary of Adminis-
tration and Finance Mi-
chael J. Heffernan, Senate 
Ways and Means Chair 
Michael J. Rodrigues, and 
House Ways and Means 
Chair Aaron Michlewitz 
last week announced a 
consensus revenue fore-
cast for Fiscal Year 2022 
(FY22) of $30.120 billion, 
representing 3.5-percent 
growth in state tax reve-
nue over adjusted Fiscal 
Year 2021 (FY21) pro-
jected revenue of $29.090 
billion.

The adjusted FY21 
revenue collections esti-
mate incorporates a $700 
million upgrade of pro-
jected state tax revenues 
announced by Secretary 
Heffernan today, which is 
based upon current year-
to-date revenues and eco-
nomic data.

The consensus reve-
nue forecast is the basis 
on which the Baker-Poli-
to Administration, the 
House, and the Senate 

will build their respective 
FY22 budget recommen-
dations.

Pursuant to Section 
5B of Chapter 29 of the 
General Laws, the three 
officials above convene 
every year to establish a 
joint revenue forecast by 
Jan. 15. In addition to con-
ferring with each other, 
the Secretary and Chairs 
held a public hearing on 
Dec. 15, 2020 to receive 
testimony from the De-
partment of Revenue, the 
State Treasurer’s Office, 
the Public Employee Re-
tirement Administration 
Commission, and inde-
pendent, local economists 
from area foundations and 
universities on tax reve-
nue.

“After a tumultuous 
budget cycle over the last 
few months, this consen-
sus revenue agreement 
for Fiscal Year 2022 is a 
modest and responsible 
forecast that will allow 
the Commonwealth to 

continue to provide the 
services our constituents 
deserve, while at the same 
time preserving our fiscal 
health. Despite the pan-
demic, our revenue intake 
continues to be better than 
anticipated, proving the 
continued resiliency of the 
Commonwealth’s econ-
omy,”  said Rep. Michle-
witz. “I want to thank 
Chair Rodrigues and Sec-
retary Heffernan for their 
continued partnership in 
these challenging times.”

Additional details:
•Of the forecasted 

$30.120 billion in FY22 
state tax revenues, an es-
timated $1.516 billion 
is projected to be capi-
tal gains tax revenue, of 
which $165 million will 
be transferred to the Sta-
bilization Fund per statute 
and other long term liabil-
ity funds for pension and 
retiree health insurance 
costs ($16 million).

•The agreement also in-
cludes the following statu-

torily required off-budget 
transfers that are mandat-
ed by current law:

*$3.415 billion trans-
ferred to the pension fund, 
a $300 million increase 
over the FY21 contri-
bution, which keeps the 
Commonwealth on sched-
ule to fully fund its pen-
sion liability by 2036;

*$1.174 billion for 
the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA); *$1.014 billion 
for the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority 
(MSBA);

*$25 million for the 
Workforce Training Fund

After $5.628 billion 
in off-budget transfers, 
the Secretary and Com-
mittee Chairs agree that 
$24.327 billion will be the 
maximum amount of tax 
revenue available for the 
budget in FY22, absent 
statutory changes.

Heffernan, Rodrigues, Michlewitz announce consensus revenue forecast

For the sixth straight 
year, the last week of Jan-
uary has been officially 
recognized as “Massa-
chusetts School Choice 
Week” by the state’s gov-
ernor. 

This year, Gov. Charles 
Baker’s proclamation for 
the Week recognizes that 
every Massachusetts stu-
dent deserves an effective 
education and the impor-
tance of parents exploring 
and identifying the best 
school option for their 
children.

More than a dozen oth-
er governors, as well as 
hundreds of county, city, 
and town leaders, have 
officially recognized Jan. 
24-30 as School Choice 
Week. Nationally, more 
than 33,000 safe celebra-
tions have been planned 
for the Week, which is 
transforming into a virtual 
extravaganza this year due 
to COVID-19. 

Massachusetts’ par-

ents, schools, and other 
organizers have planned 
436 events and activities 
to celebrate choice and 
spark conversations about 
the diverse and innovative 
learning opportunities that 
help children succeed. Na-
tionally, schools of every 
type – traditional public, 
public magnet, public 
charter, private, online, 
and homeschool – will 
participate in the Week 
through online fairs and 
rallies, drive-in events, 
statewide photo and essay 
contests, and more.

“We are excited about 
Gov. Baker’s proclama-
tion and Massachusetts 
families joining in the 
national celebration of 
students, teachers, and 
learning,” said Andrew 
Campanella, president of 
National School Choice 
Week. “Families can use 
School Choice Week to 
start a conversation about 
school plans for next year, 

or to show their gratitude 
for their current school 
and teachers.”

National School Choice 
Week shines a spotlight 
on effective K-12 educa-
tion options for children. 
As a not-for-profit effort, 
the Week focuses equal-
ly on traditional public, 
charter, magnet, online, 
private, and home educa-
tion options. Every Janu-
ary, participants plan tens 
of thousands of events 
and activities –– such as 
school fairs, open houses, 
and student showcases –– 
to raise awareness about 
school choice across all 
50 states. Year-round, 
National School Choice 
Week develops resources 
and guides to assist fami-
lies searching for schools 
or learning environments 
for their children. The ef-
fort is nonpolitical and 
nonpartisan and does not 
advocate for legislation.

‘Massachusetts School Choice Week’ recognized

Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley and her col-
leagues sent a letter urging 
President-elect Joe Biden 
and Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris to include 
the American Opportunity 
Accounts Act, or “Baby 
Bonds,” in the next eco-
nomic recovery package. 

When passed into law, 
this groundbreaking legis-
lation will create a federal-
ly-funded savings account 
for every American child 
that will make economic 
opportunity a birthright 
for every American and 
substantially close the ra-
cial wealth gap.  

Staggering wealth in-
equality in the U.S. has 
only worsened in the 
past six decades, espe-
cially along racial lines. 
According to the  2019 
Survey of Consumer Fi-
nances, the median white 
family has eight dollars 
in wealth for every one 
dollar held by Black fam-
ilies, and the members of 
the  Forbes  400  wealthi-
est Americans own more 
wealth than all Black fam-
ilies in the U.S. combined.

Momentum for Baby 
Bonds is growing across 
the House and Senate, and 
recent studies by  Colum-

bia University  and Morn-
ingstar  have found that a 
program like Baby Bonds 
would substantially close 
the racial wealth gap 
among young adults in 
America.

“By investing in Baby 
Bonds, along with critical 
income support measures 
like rental assistance, 
SNAP, and the child tax 
credit, we can ensure that 
struggling families not 
only weather this eco-
nomic crisis, but also have 
the resources to bounce 
back from future ones 
as well,”  the lawmakers 
wrote. “On the heels of 
historic Democratic vic-
tories in Georgia just last 
week, now is the time 
to act to ensure people 
can not only survive, but 
thrive.”

The lawmakers contin-
ued: “The impact would 
be transformative: at a 
cost of approximately $60 
billion annually, less than 
10 percent of what we cur-
rently spend to subsidize 
wealth-building through 
the tax code, we can give 
every American a stake in 
our economy and agen-
cy over their future. We 
can also begin to address 
persistent inequities: re-

cent studies by Columbia 
University and Morning-
star have found that Baby 
Bonds would substantial-
ly close the racial wealth 
gap.

“When it comes to 
racial justice, we can-
not afford to wait. As we 
emerge from this dark pe-
riod of our nation’s histo-
ry, Baby Bonds is exactly 
the type of universal, race 
conscious program neces-
sary to build our economy 
back better.”

If adopted into the next 
economic relief package, 
the American Opportunity 
Accounts Act, or “Baby 
Bonds,” would give ev-
ery child an “American 
Opportunity Account” at 
birth seeded with $1,000 
that grows every year be-
tween a $0 and $2,000 
depending on family in-
come, until the age of 18. 
Kids growing up in the 
poorest households would 
have accounts of $50,000 
to spend on eligible 
wealth-building activities, 
disproportionately bene-
fiting Black and Brown 
children most harmed 
by the expansive racial 
wealth gap.

Pressley urges Biden administration to 
include ‘Baby Bonds’ in recovery package

Officials from the Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Public Health on January 
17 announced that the first 
case of the COVID-19 
variant B.1.1.7 has been 
detected in Massachusetts, 
coming from a Boston 
woman who had travelled 
to the United Kingdom.

This is the same variant 
initially discovered in the 
United Kingdom. 

The individual devel-
oped symptoms in early 
January and tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. A ge-
netic sample was sent to 
an out-of-state laboratory 
as part of the US Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s (CDC) estab-
lished surveillance process 
to identify COVID-19 
variants. The State Public 
Health Laboratory was 
notified last evening of the 

results.
The individual is a Bos-

ton resident, a female in 
her 20s.  She had traveled 
to the United Kingdom 
and became ill the day af-
ter she returned. She had 
tested negative prior to 
leaving the UK. The in-
dividual was interviewed 
by contact tracers at the 
time the initial positive 
result was received, and 
close contacts were iden-
tified. She is being re-in-
terviewed by public health 
officials now that the vari-
ant has been identified as 
the cause of illness.

Surveillance testing for 
the B.1.1.7 variant has 
been ongoing at the Mas-
sachusetts State Public 
Health Laboratory in col-
laboration with clinical 
diagnostic laboratories 
and academic partners. 

Surveillance consists of 
genomic sequencing on 
portions of COVID-19 
positive specimens.

To date, the CDC has 
reported 88 cases from 14 
states in the United States.

Given the increased 
transmissibility of this 
variant and the number of 
states and other countries 
that have found infected 
cases, the Department ex-
pected the variant to arrive 
in Massachusetts even-
tually. The public health 
risk-reduction measures 
remain the same. Individ-
uals must continue to wear 
masks or face coverings 
while out in public, main-
tain 6-foot social distanc-
ing, stay home when you 
are sick, and get tested if 
you have symptoms or are 
identified as a close con-
tact.

State DPD reports first confirmed case of COVID-19 variant
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit en-
gagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, 

sports stories and photos for publication. Items 
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broad-
way, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed 
to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mailing 

address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 
Our fax number is 781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.
com. Letters must be signed.  

We reserve the right to edit for length and content.

Scott Heigelmann

Times-Free Press 
Directory

617-567-9600 • 781-485-0588 
Fax: 781-485-1403

Advertising and 
Marketing

 Debra DiGregorio

Assistant Marketing 
Director

Maureen DiBella

Senior Sales Associates
Kathleen Bright

Legal Advertising
Ellen Bertino

Editorial
Reporters, Regular Contributors

John Lynds
 Seth Daniel

Copy Editing, Layout

Scott Yates
Kane DiMasso-Scott

Business
Accounts Executive

Judy Russi

Printer
GateHouse Media

East Boston
T i m e s - F r e e  P r e s s Forum

PRESIDENT: Stephen Quigley
PUBLISHER: Debra DiGregorio

EDITOR:: Cary Shuman 
PUBLISHER EMERITUS: John A. Torrone

JOE BIDEN NEEDS 
OUR PRAYERS

With President Joe Biden taking the oath of office this 
week, America is ready to recover -- both physically 
and psychologically -- from the four years of “carnage” 
that has been left behind by the previous presidential 
administration.

It is fair to say that no incoming President ever has 
faced more challenges than those that are awaiting Joe 
Biden: 

-- Washington, D.C. looks like a war zone for the in-
auguration, with 30,000 U.S. troops fortifying the city 
in the wake of the mob that stormed the Capitol two 
weeks ago. Similar threats of violence by anarchist, 
right-wing groups loom all across the country.

-- The COVID-19 pandemic is killing thousands of 
Americans each and every day, seven days a week, fill-
ing our hospitals to overflowing and overwhelming our 
healthcare system.

-- The nation’s economy is in tatters, even more so 
than during the Great Depression, with record-high un-
employment, hunger, and small business failures.

-- America’s reputation in the world never has been 
lower in our entire history. Both friend and foe view 
us as an unreliable and unstable nation, rather than the 
moral and powerful leader that we have been since our 
founding.

-- And last but not least, the Russians have breached 
our national security with a massive cyberattack, the 
full scope of which still is to be determined.

The one saving grace for our country is this: No in-
coming president in the past 50 years has had more 
experience, and is better prepared for the job, than Joe 
Biden. The same too, goes for his key Cabinet mem-
bers. They will be able to hit the ground running to get 
us back on track.

Still, the task ahead for Joe Biden is daunting -- and 
he will need all of the prayers we can send his way.

LET’S GO, TAMPA BAY!

It’s okay to admit it, Pats’ fans -- we were rooting for 
Tom and Gronk in their playoff game for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers this past Sunday against the New Orleans 
Saints.

It has been jarring to see No. 12 playing in a Tampa 
Bay uniform this season -- it’s like seeing your long-
time ex- with someone else.

But with the Patriots’ dismal season relegating the 
Pats to the bottom third of the NFL (where they are 
destined to remain for a while), Tom and Gronk’s play-
off run with the Bucs has given us something to cheer 
about.

True, both are only shadows of their former selves. 
Brady threw a lot of off-target passes and Gronk had 
trouble getting open. On the other hand, they connected  
for a key first-down deep in New Orleans territory late 
in the game that led to the Bucs’ clinching score.

Although it was nowhere as dramatic as that amazing 
catch that Gronk made late in the 2019 AFC champion-
ship game in Kansas City that propelled the Pats to an-
other Super Bowl, it still was a vintage Brady-to-Gronk 
clutch play that brought a smile to the face of every New 
England fan. (We should note too, that Gronkowski 
played a huge role in the Tampa Bay running game with 
his blocking, just as he did with the Pats for a decade.) 

Tampa Bay will face a stiff challenge in Green Bay 
this Sunday. The Bucs smoked the Packers in their reg-
ular-season meeting earlier in the year, but Aaron Rod-
gers and Co. are playing at an unreal level right now. 

Let’s go Bucs -- we want to see Tom and Gronk in the 
Super Bowl!

By Mayor Martin J. Walsh

On January 12, I held 
my final State of the City, 
which was broadcast live 
from Boston’s newest civ-
ic treasure, the completely 
rebuilt Roxbury branch of 
the Boston Public Library 
in Nubian Square. 

2020 was a tough year. 
2021 is a year for heal-
ing as we keep each other 
safe; get through this final 
stretch of the pandemic; 
and build a recovery that 
moves all our neighbor-
hoods forward. 

Since the COVID-19 
pandemic began, we have 
lost 1,077 Bostonians 
to COVID-19. They are 
loved and missed and 
their families are in my 
heart. COVID has affect-
ed all of us and it has hit 
some harder than others. 
Black, Latino, and immi-
grant communities faced 
the biggest impacts. Ineq-
uities in health, housing, 
and work opportunities 
caused more illness and 
job loss in these commu-
nities. Older Bostonians 
and those with disabilities 
face the highest risk and 
the most isolation. Most 
students have been out of 
classrooms since March, 
and families have strug-
gled with childcare. 

While 2020 was a year 
of struggle, it was also a 
year that brought out the 
best in our city. We saw 
nurses, doctors, and med-
ical staff gearing up and 

going into battle to save 
lives and provide com-
fort. We saw EMTs on 
the frontlines of a pan-
demic, helping over 4,000 
COVID-19 patients. Fire-
fighters brought recovery 
coaches to calls, to help 
those struggling with ad-
diction. Police officers 
took 800 guns off the 
street, keeping us safe no 
matter the risk. Essential 
workers and City em-
ployees answered the call, 
day after day. Residents 
stepped up to help each 
other in a thousand differ-
ent ways. The heroes are 
all around us.

As a City, we came to-
gether. We built a field 
hospital in five days. We 
created a Health Inequi-
ties Task Force to address 
health disparities across 
race and ethnicity. We’ve 
provided over six million 
meals to children, fami-
lies, veterans, and seniors. 
We got 40,000 laptops to 
students. We got perma-
nent rental vouchers to 
over 1,000 families with 
children at risk of home-
lessness. And, we creat-
ed the Boston Resiliency 
Fund, providing over $30 
million to help 250,000 
households in need. And 
in 2020, despite the pan-
demic, we approved $8.5 
billion of new investment 
in our city, creating a po-
tential 35,000 new jobs. 

In 2021, we will contin-
ue that work. One of our 

next priorities is getting 
students safely back into 
Boston Public Schools. 
We will also continue to 
support small businesses, 
renters and homeowners, 
and those in recovery; 
push even further towards 
meeting our climate goals; 
and invest in Boston’s 
parks and civic spaces that 
give our residents more 
opportunities to come to-
gether, safely. 

We also need to ad-
dress all the ways system-
ic racism hurts people in 
our city. The urgency of 
this work has never been 
more clear. Last summer, 
George Floyd’s murder 
sparked a long-overdue 
reckoning with racism. I 
thank Black Bostonians 
for the way you made your 
voices heard. And I thank 
everyone who joined 
the movement — Black, 
white, Latino, Asian, and 
indigenous peoples stand-
ing together. I’m asking 
all of us to accept this re-
sponsibility as our own 
and commit to fighting 
racism. It’s our deepest 
moral obligation – and it’s 
our greatest opportunity 
for growth.

We have tough days 
ahead of us. But we’ve 
been knocked down be-
fore, and we always get 
back up. In 2021, Boston 
will rise up again. We will 
leave no one behind, and 
our city will be stronger 
than ever.

As you might know, 
President-elect Joe Biden 
and Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris have nomi-
nated me to be Labor Sec-
retary in their administra-
tion. I have accepted this 
honor. If confirmed by the 
US Senate, I’m not going 
to Washington alone. I’m 
bringing Boston with me. 
This city is not just my 
hometown, it’s my heart. 
I believe in Boston. This 
is the city that welcomed 
my immigrant parents. 
This is the city that picked 
me up when I needed a 
second chance. This is the 
city where I fought side by 
side with you for marriage 
equality, immigrant rights, 
addiction treatment, crim-
inal justice reform, edu-
cation funding, and good 
middle-class jobs. 

Every minute of every 
day in this job, I spent 
listening to you, learning 
from you, working with 
you and working for you. 
I will never forget it, and 
I will forever be grateful.  
We may be hurting now, 
but the state of our city is 
resilient; the state of our 
city is united; the state of 
our city is hopeful; and the 
state of our city is deep-
down Boston strong. 

Boston, thank you. 
Mayor Martin Walsh is 

the current Mayor of Bos-
ton and has been nominat-
ed for President Joseph 
Biden’s cabinet as Secre-
tary of Labor.

Guest Op-Ed

Thank you, Boston
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The Energy Facilities Siting Board 
(“Siting Board”) will hold a remote Sit-
ing Board meeting using Zoom video-
conferencing on Monday, February 1, 
2021, at 1:00 p.m. to approximately 
8:00 p.m. (with a 1-hour break at 5:00 
p.m.), and, if necessary, resuming on 
Tuesday, February 2, 2021, at 9:00 
a.m. These meetings are a continua-
tion of the Siting Board meeting held on 
December 16, 2020, and scheduled for 
December 17, 2020, but postponed due 
to severe weather. The purpose of the 
Siting Board meeting is to listen to com-
ments and vote on whether to approve, 
approve with conditions or amendments, 
or reject a Tentative Decision issued by 
the Siting Board on February 28, 2020 
that recommends approval of a Project 
Change that NSTAR Electric Company 
d/b/a Eversource Energy (“Eversource” 
or “Company”) submitted to the Siting 
Board on November 15, 2018 in connec-
tion with the Mystic-East Eagle-Chelsea 
Reliability Project (“Project”). The Siting 
Board previously approved the Project 
in its December 1, 2017 Final Decision 
in EFSB 14-04/D.P.U. 14-153/14-154 
(“Final Decision”). The Project includes 
two new 115-kilovolt (“kV”) underground 
electric transmission lines in Everett, 
Chelsea, and East Boston, Massachu-
setts, as well as a new 115/14-kV sub-
station (“Substation”) in East Boston. 
The end of this Notice describes back-
up dates and notification procedures, 
should severe weather require meeting 
postponement.

As approved in the Final Decision, 
the Substation would have been located 
on the eastern side of a larger parcel of 
land owned by the City of Boston (“City 
Parcel”) in the Eagle Hill neighborhood 
of East Boston. The Project Change 
would relocate the proposed Substation 
approximately 190 feet, from the east 
side of the City Parcel (“Original Site” 
at 338 East Eagle Street) to the north-
west corner of the City Parcel, adjacent 
to Condor Street (“New Substation Site” 
at 0 Condor Street). The two 115-kV 
transmission lines would connect to the 
Substation at the New Substation Site 
and would no longer be routed under 
Condor and East Eagle Streets. A map 
below shows the relative locations of the 
approved Original Site, the proposed 
New Substation Site, and the City Par-
cel.

Public Access and Opportunity for 
Public Comment

Pursuant to Massachusetts Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §§18-25, 980 
CMR 2.04(1), Governor Baker’s March 
10, 2020 Declaration of Emergency, 
and the related March 12, 2020 Order 
Suspending Certain Provisions of the 
Open Meeting Law, the Siting Board will 
conduct a remote Siting Board meeting 
using Zoom videoconferencing to hear 
public comments, deliberate, and vote 
on the Tentative Decision. The Tentative 

Decision is available at:
h t t ps : / / f i l e se rv i ce .eea . coma-

cloud.net/FileService.Api/fi le/File-
Room/11869244. Additional information, 
including a transcript of the December 
16, 2020 Board meeting, in both English 
and Spanish, is available at:

https://www.mass.gov/service-de-
tails/mystic-east-eagle-chelsea-reliabili-
ty-project.

Due to the Covid-19 State of Emer-
gency, the Siting Board meeting will be 
conducted using Zoom videoconferenc-
ing. In order to accommodate addition-
al attendees, the Zoom platform will be 
configured to allow up to 500 attendees. 
Simultaneous English-to-Spanish and 
Spanish-to-English interpretation will 
be provided (see instructions below). 
Attendees can participate by clicking 
(or entering) the following link: https://
zoom.us/j/99513786137 from a com-
puter, smartphone, or tablet. No prior 
software download is required. For au-
dio-only participation, attendees can 
dial in at 1 646 558 8656 and enter 
Meeting ID 995 1378 6137. Please note 
that dial-in participants will only hear live 
audio of the actual speaker without in-
terpretation.

If you previously signed up to com-
ment and have not commented, you 
will be invited to comment in the order 
you signed up. If you have not signed 
up to comment, and wish to comment 
at the Board meeting, please send an 
email to Geneen.Bartley@mass.gov 
with your full name, email address, and 
mailing address by Thursday, January 
28, 2021. If you anticipate commenting 
by telephone, please leave a voicemail 
message at 617-305-3529 with your full 
name, telephone number (the one you 
will use to dial in) and mailing address by 
Thursday, January 28, 2021. Additional 
commenters may be allowed during the 
meeting, at the discretion of the Siting 
Board Chair. Previously submitted writ-
ten comments are online at: https://ee-
aonline.eea.state.ma.us/DPU/Fileroom/
dockets/bynumber/EFSB14-4A, where 
all other materials in the Project Change 
docket can be accessed.

The Siting Board will record the up-
coming Board meeting and make the 
recording available on YouTube at:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCklPj6xxSKww-Kr26lEZVTA/videos.

Public Accommodation and Lan-
guage Access

Upon request, materials in this pro-
ceeding may be available in a format 
accessible by people with disabilities 
(such as Braille, large print, electronic 
files, or audio format). Reasonable ac-
commodations for people with disabili-
ties are available upon request. Include 
a description of the accommodation you 
will need, including as much detail as 
you can. Contact the Siting Board’s ADA 
coordinator with your request, at Melix-
za.Esenyie2@mass.gov.

As noted above, interpretation ser-
vices in English-to-Spanish and Span-
ish-to-English will be provided via 
Zoom videoconferencing at https://
zoom.us/j/99513786137. After joining 
the meeting on Zoom, ALL attendees 
should select a preferred language 
(English or Spanish) to hear the Inter-
preter translate into that language (as 
needed). Press the globe icon    and 
then choose the desired language. If 
you do not select a language, you will 
hear the speaker without interpretation. 
For audio-only participation, attendees 
can dial in at 1 646 558 8656 and enter 
Meeting ID 995 1378 6137. Please note 
that dial-in participants will only hear live 
audio of the actual speaker without in-
terpretation.

Interpretation in additional languages 
may be available upon request. Include 
in your request the language(s) request-
ed, and how many persons will require 
interpretation services. Provide a way 
to contact you if we need more informa-
tion. Please provide as much advance 
notice as possible, no later than Thurs-
day, January 21, 2021. Contact the 
Presiding Officer with your request (see 
contact information below).

Severe Weather Notification and 
Alternative Dates

If there is severe weather, any post-
ponement will be announced on the Zoom 
link https://zoom.us/j/99513786137 and 
on the EFSB website

https://www.mass.gov/service-de-

tails/mystic-east-eagle-chelsea-reliabili-
ty-project..

If there is a snow emergency on Mon-
day February 1, 2021 that necessitates 
postponing the meeting, then BOTH 
days of the meeting (February 1 and 2) 
will held on the following backup dates:

Monday February 8, 2021, 1:00 
p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Tuesday February 9, 2021, 9:00 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

If there is a snow emergency on just 
Tuesday February 2, 2021, then the 
backup day will be on February 9, 2021 
at 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Any person desiring further informa-
tion regarding this Notice, may contact 
the Presiding Officer at the telephone 
number, or email below:

Joan Foster Evans, Presiding Officer
(617) 305-3525 or 

Joan.Evans@mass.gov
For technical assistance with Zoom 

issues, before or during the meeting, 
call or text (857) 200-0065.

Para obtener ayuda en español, co-
muníquese con mauricio.diaz@mass.
gov o (617) 305-3664 [Spanish]

https://www.mass.gov/service-de-
tails/mystic-east-eagle-chelsea-reliabili-
ty-project	 	 	 	 	 [Chinese]

Thông báo về Cuộc họp EFSB bằng 
tiếng Việt có tại https://www.mass.gov/
service-details/mystic-east-eagle-chel-
sea-reliability-project bằng menu ngôn 
ngữ thả xuống [Vietnamese]

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
ENERGY FACILITIES SITING BOARD
NOTICE OF SITING BOARD MEETING

EFSB 14-04A/D.P.U. 14-153A/14-154A

NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy

Approved Original Substation Site and Proposed New Substation Site 
in East Boston
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Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Press-
ley (MA-07)  joined 
colleagues in leading a 
group of 63 lawmakers in 
sending a letter to Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden and 
Vice President-elect Ka-
mala Harris urging them 
to immediately prioritize 
the nation’s housing and 
homelessness crisis by 
using executive action to 
extend and strengthen the 
national eviction morato-
rium for the duration of 

the pandemic.
The letter comes as the 

Biden-Harris adminis-
tration announces a $1.9 
trillion emergency relief 
package that calls for $30 
billion more in rental as-
sistance and extends evic-
tion protections.

“Our nation contin-
ues to be in the midst of 
a public health and eco-
nomic crisis, with count-
less families in Massa-
chusetts and all across 
the country at risk of 

eviction,”  said  Congress-
woman  Pressley. “With 
the pandemic worsening 
daily, we have a moral and 
collective responsibility to 
use every tool available 
to provide relief and sup-
port to our communities. 
While I was encouraged to 
see President-Elect Biden 
call for Congress to ex-
tend the eviction morato-
rium as part of his rescue 
plan, he must also take 
executive action to extend 
and strengthen the evic-

tion moratorium for the 
duration of the pandemic. 
Doing so would help pre-
vent a nationwide eviction 
tsunami that would dis-
proportionately harm our 
most vulnerable neigh-
bors. We must act with 
the urgency this crisis de-
mands.”

In the letter, the law-
makers asked the incom-
ing administration to:

•Extend and strengthen 
the national eviction mor-
atorium for the remainder 

of the COVID-19 public 
health emergency by ex-
ecutive action;

•Ensure rental assis-
tance funding is targeted 
to those who are most vul-
nerable; and;

•Work with Congress to 
expand housing assistance 
to provide stability for 
millions of underserved 
renters.

The national eviction 
moratorium – extended 
by Congress last month in 
the latest COVID-19 re-

lief bill – is set to expire 
on January 31, 2021. That 
bill also included $25 bil-
lion in rental assistance.

The letter has been 
endorsed by the Nation-
al Low Income Housing 
Coalition (NLIHC), the 
Downtown Women’s Cen-
ter, The People Concern, 
the Koreatown Youth 
and Community Center 
(KYCC), People Assisting 
The Homeless (PATH), 
and the Little Tokyo Ser-
vice Center.

By John Lynds

The Jeffries Point 
Neighborhood Associ-
ation (JPNA) board re-
leased voting results for 
two development projects 
that were presented to the 
group earlier this month. 

First, JPNA members 
voted 23 to 18 in oppo-
sition to a project at 156 
Webster St. There, devel-
oper Aaron Daigneault 
proposed to change oc-
cupancy of the home 
from a three-family to a 
four-family dwelling.  

“It is a property that 
I would like to legal-
ize the occupancy from 
three to four units,” said 

Daigneault at the meeting 
earlier this month. “When 
I bought it there were a lot 
of problems with the prop-
erty and I have, over the 
years, taken care of most 
of the issues.”

Daigneault said he re-
cently upgraded the build-
ing with all new electrical 
service and all new tank-
less hot water heaters.

Daigneault admitted to 
JPNA that heI had begun 
this work without a build-
ing permit. 

“I only had the electri-
cians and plumbers pull 
permits and I was cited 
for that (by the city),” he 
said. “Now I have three of 
the four that passed on the 

city’s rental registration 
program. The fourth unit 
cannot be passed until I 
certify its occupancy (to a 
four family).”

While JPNA rejected 
the proposal by a slim 
margin, there seems to be 
evidence that the building 
once had a legal occupan-
cy of four units based on a 
permit request application 
submitted by a contractor 
in 1974.

The second project at 
42 Everett St. was voted 
down 28 to 11 by JPNA 
members. There, develop-
er Sunrise Bay, LLC pro-
posed a gut rehab of the 
existing structure, extend-
ing living space into the 

basement, and changing 
the occupancy to six units. 

Attorney for Sunrise 
Bay, Richard Lynds, said 
his client had made chang-
es to the original proposal 
after hearing from abutters 
and the JPNA Planning 
and Zoning Subcommit-
tee. 

“We did make two pre-
sentations to the Planning 
and Zoning Subcommit-
tee,” said Lynds. “We’ve 
also presented this at an 
abutters meeting. During 
the last subcommittee 
meeting we provided an 
updated plan showing the 
project has been reduced 
from a proposed seven 
unit building to a six unit 

building. Those changes 
were reflected in the most 
updated set of plans. We 
are performing complete 
gut rehab for the entire 
building. As a result, it 
would require upgrades to 
the life safety in the entire 
building. We are propos-
ing a rear addition and the 
extension of living space 
into the basement. This 
would change the occu-
pancy from its current use, 
which is a three family 
dwelling, to the proposed 
use of a six unit dwelling.”

Lynds said the units 
would be a mix of studios, 
one, two and three bed-
room units and is intended 
for homeownership upon 

completion. 
“So these would be in-

dividual condominium 
units,” he said. 

There were some con-
cerns at the meeting over 
shadows the building’s 
rear addition would cause 
to neighboring yards. 
However, Lynds said the 
project’s shadow study 
shows that shadows being 
cast in the winter would be 
the same as they are now 
and would be minor in the 
summer.  

Those in support of 
the project liked the fact 
it stayed within the city’s 
height zoning rules. 

JPNA members vote down two projects from January meeting

Pressley calls on President-Elect Biden to extend eviction moratorium on first day in office
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considered three key qual-
ities of Eastie in their ap-
plications. Her proposed 
art at the station will in-
appropriate Eastie’s deep 
history with immigrant 
communities, its geo-
graphic location and how 
that has put it on the front 
lines of climate change, 
and its strong neighbor-
hood identity and close-
knit community. 

Before choosing Bravo, 
an Artist Review Commit-
tee composed of represen-
tatives from the Boston 
Art Commission and local 
arts professionals repre-
senting Eastie reviewed 
applications using criteria 
including experience, past 
work, knowledge of mate-
rials and their durability, 
experience working with 

multiple stakeholders, 

and how well the artist 

responds to the goals and 

community values 

“For the East Boston 
police station, I aim to 
create a mesmerizing en-
vironment that invites the 
audience to mutual partic-
ipation, to an experience 
of synthesis, a commu-
nion,” said Bravo. “Its 
source resonates with the 
roots and origins of all the 
historical elements that re-
late to its new location.”

The City of Boston 
celebrated the ground-
breaking of the new Eastie 
police station in October 
2019.

A total of $450,000 was 
set aside and budgeted for 
the public art project. Bra-
vo expects to finish the 
project in two years. 

“The East Boston po-
lice station is the first new 
station in Boston in a de-
cade,” said Mayor Walsh. 
“Bringing public art into 
this space is a great way to 
highlight the interconnect-
ed roles art, education, and 
public safety play in mak-
ing our City a more wel-
coming and vibrant place 

for residents and visitors.”
For over two decades 

the residents and police 
officers in Eastie have 
awaited the construction 
of a new police station at 
the City Yards across from 
American Legion Play-
ground. 

In 2019, Mayor Martin 
Walsh and Police Com-
missioner WIlliam Gross 
joined elected officials 
and the community to 
break ground on the new 
police station at the City 
Yards.

The project will create 
a more efficient and bet-
ter station for police and 
replace the aging District 
A-7 station on Meridi-
an Street near Maverick 
Square. 

The station will be 
roughly 27,000 sq. ft. with 
an entrance on the cor-
ner of Condor and Tren-
ton Streets. There will be 
parking in the rear of the 
station for 50 vehicles and 
the building will be LEAD 
Silver Certified.

Bravo has an impres-
sive resume of public art 
commissions that include: 
An interval of time, 2020 
for the Landmarks Public 
Arts program at Univer-
sity of Texas, Austin and 
Duration for the Metro-
politan Transport Agency 
(MTA) Arts design sub-
way in New York. 

Bravo has exhibited her 
work both nationally and 
internationally at the Ru-
bin Museum of Art; 56th 
Venice Biennale represent-
ing the Vatican City-State 
at the Pavilion of the Holy 
See; The New Museum in 
New York; Museo Nacio-
nal Centro de Arte Reina 
Sofía; Museo de Arte del 
Banco de la República; 
and the Museo de Arte 
Moderno Bogotá, The 5th 
Seoul International Media 
Art Biennale,   Seoul Mu-
seum of Art, South Korea, 
CAB in Spain, Site Santa 
Fe and Stenenser Museum 
of Oslo, Norway.

Artist //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Weekly COVID positive test rate decreases in Eastie 
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                     PRICE
Masotta, Gina	 Barss, Suzanne M	 12 Ashley St #1	  $490,000
1141 Bennington Owner LLC	 New England Casket Rlty	 1141 Bennington St	 $8,000,000
200 Byron Street LLC	 Ciruolo, David	 200 Byron St	 $400,000
Loy, James K	 80 Everett Street LLC	 80 Everett St #1	 $640,000
Centura Bay LLC	 226 Lexington Street RT 	 226 Lexington St	 $800,000
Marginal Suffolk Fee Ownr	250 Marginal Street LLC	 250 Marginal St	 $8,500,000
Mccarthy, Suzanne	 Lasprilla, Luis S	 112 Moore St	 $620,000
Rosewood Inv Group LLC	 Fuentes, Jose	 45 Morris St	 $720,000
Giaya, Geklent	 109 Putnam LLC	 109 Putnam St	 $468,000
Ambrosino, Joseph	 Forlizzi, Brittany M	 156 Saratoga St	 $300,000
Zahlaway, Ashley	 Accorsini, Scott	 845 Saratoga St #2	 $570,000
Mcdonald, Ryan	 12 Trenton Street LLC	 12 Trenton St	 $680,000
238 Webster Street LLC	 Marotta, Mario F	 238 Webster St	 $800,000  

By John Lynds 

Last week, the cumu-
lative COVID-19 positive 
test rate in Eastie went up 
slightly while the weekly 
positive test rate dropped. 

According to the latest 
data released by the Bos-
ton Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC), Eastie 
residents testing positive 
for COVID last week in-
creased 3.4 percent, but 
the weekly positive test 
rate decreased 10.6 per-
cent. 

Of the 31,864 East-
ie residents tested for 
COVID, 18 percent over-
all were found to be pos-
itive for the virus, a 3.4 
percent increase from the 
17.4 percent reported two 
Fridays ago.

However, 2,591 Eastie 
residents were tested and 
10.1 percent were posi-
tive--a 10.6 percent de-
crease from the 11.3 that 
tested positive two Fri-
days ago.  

Citywide 50,439 res-
idents were tested and 
7.6  percent were COVID 
positive--a 14.6 percent 
decrease from the 8.9 per-
cent testing positive two 
weeks ago. 

At a press briefing 
last week Mayor Martin 
Walsh reminded residents 
about extending Boston’s 
temporary pause on re-
opening, Last Tuesday the 
Mayor announced that he 
would extend the pause on 
Phase 3 of reopening for at 
least another three weeks, 
until January 27.

“This is an effort to slow 
the spread to protect hos-
pital capacity and avoid 
a more severe shutdown 
later on,” said Walsh. 
“This is not about target-
ing specific sectors as the 
cause of viral spread, but 
instead, an effort to reduce 
overall activity happening 
outside people’s homes.”

Boston’s Office of Eco-
nomic Development has 
been reaching out to dif-

ferent sectors to let them 
know about the extensions 
and answer any questions.

To find a complete list 
of industries and activities 
that will remain closed, 
and those that are allowed 
to stay open, visit Boston.
gov/Reopening. 

Walsh said in another 
three weeks, the City will 
re-evaluate the situation. 

“If the metrics have 
moved in the right direc-
tion we’ll lift these restric-
tions,” said Walsh. “If the 
metrics get worse, we’ll 
have to put in place more 
restrictions.”

However, he added he 
is hopeful that he will be 
able to lift these restric-
tions, but he is taking a 
cautious approach and do-
ing what he feels is right 
for Boston. 

Eastie’s infection rate 
rose by 5.9 percent ac-
cording to the data re-
leased by the BPHC last 
Friday. Eastie’s COVID 
infection rate went from  

1,172.6 cases per 10,000 
residents to 1,242.1 cases 
per 10,000 residents. The 
citywide average is 694.3  
cases per 10,000 residents. 

An additional 326 East-
ie residents contracted the 
virus and there are now 
5,829 confirmed cases, up 
from the 5,503 reported 
two weeks ago. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the num-
ber of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
3.8 percent   percent last 
week and went from 
45,844 cases to 47,607 
confirmed cases in a week. 
Thirty more Boston resi-
dents died from the virus 
last week and there are 
now 1,082 total deaths in 
the city from COVID.

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 statistics 
by neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID 
testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 

Photo of Duration 2017 by Monika Bravo inside Prospect Av Train Station in Brooklyn. Bravo has been commissioned to create public art at the new 
District A-7 police station currently under construction. 
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Major League Baseball 
All-Star Yogi Berra was 
widely known for his col-
orful comments. Now, he 
receives a new distinction 
as the U.S. Postal Service 
announces several addi-
tional stamps to be issued 
in 2021 featuring him, sci-
ence fiction and fantasy 
author Ursula K. Le Guin 
and artist Emilio Sanchez.

Additionally, the Post-
al Service commemo-
rates sun science and tap 
dance and issues a new 
2021 postcard featuring 
an illustration of a mallard 
drake.

All stamp designs are 
preliminary and subject to 
change. Additional details, 
including issue dates, will 
be announced later. 

•Yogi Berra 
  Honoring Yogi Berra 

(1925-2015), this stamp 
salutes one of the best and 
most celebrated baseball 
players of his era, winning 
a record 10 World Series 
with the New York Yan-
kees. The stamp art is an 
original digital portrait of 
Berra dressed in his Yan-
kees cap, pinstripes and 
catcher’s chest protec-
tor.  Considered the best 
catcher in the American 
League in the 1950s, he 

was also a feared hitter, 
and in 1972 was inducted 
into the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame. Antonio 
Alcalá was the art direc-
tor and stamp designer. 
Charles Chaisson was the 
artist. The “Yogi Berra” 
lettering was created by 
Michael Doret.

•Ursula K. Le Guin 
The 33rd stamp in the 

Literary Arts series honors 
Ursula K. Le Guin (1929-
2018), who expanded the 
scope of literature through 
novels and short stories 
that increased critical and 
popular appreciation of 
science fiction and fanta-

sy. The stamp features a 
portrait of Le Guin based 
on a 2006 photograph. The 
background shows a scene 
from her landmark 1969 
novel “The Left Hand of 
Darkness,” in which an 
envoy from Earth named 
Genly Ai escapes from 
a prison camp across the 
wintry planet of Gethen 
with Estraven, a disgraced 
Gethenian politician. The 
artist for this stamp was 
Donato Giancola. The 
art director was Antonio 
Alcalá. The words “three 
ounce” on this stamp in-
dicate its usage value. 
Like a Forever stamp, this 
stamp will always be valid 
for the value printed on it.

•Emilio Sanchez 
The art of Emilio San-

chez (1921-1999) is cel-
ebrated with four new 
stamps featuring his col-
orful architectural litho-
graphs and paintings: 

“Los Toldos”  (1973), 
“Ty’s Place”  (1976), “En 
el Souk”  (1972) and Un-
titled  (Ventanita entreabi-
erta)  (1981). Sanchez ex-
plored the effects of light 
and shadow to emphasize 
the abstract geometry of 
his subjects. His artwork 
encompasses his Cuban 
heritage as well as his long 
life in New York City. An-
tonio Alcalá served as art 
director and designer for 
this pane of 20 stamps.

•Sun Science 
These 10 new stamps 

in a pane of 20 highlight 
stunning images of the sun 
that celebrate the science 
behind the ongoing explo-
ration of our nearest star. 
The striking colors do not 
represent the actual colors 
of the sun as perceived by 
human eyesight. Instead, 
each image is colorized 
by NASA according to 
different wavelengths that 

reveal or highlight spe-
cific features of the sun’s 
activity. Art director An-
tonio Alcalá designed the 
stamps with digital im-
ages from NASA’s Solar 
Dynamics Observatory, 
a spacecraft launched in 
February 2010 to keep 
constant watch on the sun 
from geosynchronous or-
bit over the craft’s ground 
station in New Mexico.

•Tap Dance 
Celebrating tap danc-

ing as a uniquely Ameri-
can contribution to world 
dance, these five stamps 
feature photographs of 
different tap dancers per-
forming against brightly 
colored backgrounds that 
highlight their form and 
movement. Art director 
Ethel Kessler designed the 
stamps with photographs 
by Matthew Murphy.

•Mallard
This new stamped card 

for 2021 features an il-
lustration of a mallard 
drake (Anas platyrhyn-
chos)  from preexisting 
artwork by illustrator and 
designer Dugald Stermer 
(1936-2011). The full-
body, left-facing profile 
was created in pencil and 
watercolor. Art director 
Ethel Kessler designed the 
stamped card.

•Postal Products
Customers may pur-

chase stamps and oth-
er philatelic products 
through the Postal Store 
at  usps.com/shop,  by 
calling 800-STAMP24 
(800-782-6724), by mail 
through  USA Philatelic, 
or at Post Office locations 
nationwide. 

The Postal Service re-
ceives no tax dollars for 
operating expenses and 
relies on the sale of post-
age, products and services 
to fund its operations.

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 
7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30pm Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   
We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY JANUARY 21ST, 2021 THROUGH WEDNESDAY JANUARY 27TH, 2021

Knorr Rice or Pasta Sides ...................10/$10.00
Dunkin Donuts K-Cups ..................................$5.99 
Skippy Peanut Butter ..............................2/$4.00
Motts Apple Sauce  6 pk .........................2/$4.00
Wishbone Salad Dressing  8 oz...............4/$5.00
Xtra Laundry Detergent .........................2/$6.00
Chicken of the Sea Solid White Canned Tuna .4/$5.00
General Mills Cheerios ............................2/$6.00
V-8 Juice  46 oz .......................................2/$5.00
Stouffers French Bread Pizza ...............2/$5.00
Pepperidge Farm Layer Cakes ...............2/$6.00
Alexia Potatoes .......................................2/$6.00
Rays Bagels ..............................................2/$5.00
Kraft Cracker Barrel Cheese (ex cracker cuts) 2/$6.00
Pillsbury Grand Biscuits .........................2/$3.00
Horizon Organic Milk  64 oz ........................$3.99

Belgioioso Slicing Provolone Cheese .....$4.99 lb
Butterball Oven Roasted Turkey Breast.. $5.99 lb
Wilson Cooked Honey Ham ......................$5.99 lb
Carando Genoa Salami ............................$6.99 lb
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad ....................$6.99 lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, January 22nd to Sunday January 24th

"while supplies last"

Produce
California Fresh & Crisp Iceberg Lettuce 2/$3.00
California Sweet & Seedless Navel Oranges $1.29 lb
California Fresh Lemons ...........................2/$1.00
Tangy Limes ................................................2/$1.00
Fresh & Sweet Yellow or Orange Bell Peppers $3.99 lb

Bakery

BAKERY
Bake at Home Dinner Rolls ..............  $2.69 
DELI
Our Own In Store Antipasto Salad  $5.99 lb
Our Own In Store Cooked Chickens 
 .....................................2/$10.00 plus meal tax
PRODUCE
Natures Finest All Purpose White Potatoes  
5 lb bag ...............................................  2/$5.00
Yellow Onions  2 lb bag .....................  0.99
Hot House Tomatoes .......................  $1.89 lb
MEAT
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Thighs $1.29 lb
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Breast $1.79 lb
Best Yet Raw Shrimp  21-25 ct ...  $6.99 
GROCERY
Maxwell House Canned Coffee 4/$9.00 limit 4
Brigham's Ice Cream ................2/$7.00 limit 4
Tropicana Orange Juice  89 oz .......    
 .................................................2/$10.00 limit 2

Buttermilk Biscuits 4 pk ............................$1.99 
Pecan Sticky Buns .......................................$4.79 
7" Oreo Cake.................................................$7.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

FAMILY PACK SPECIALS
Boneless Sirloin Pork Chops .................$1.79 lb
Grade A Chicken Tenders ......................$2.49 lb
Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters .............$0.69 lb
T-Bone or Porterhouse Steaks .............$6.99 lb
Shadybrook Ground Turkey ..........$3.99 limit 2
Simply Mashed Potatoes 21-24 oz ....2/$5.00
Banquet Brown & Serve Link or Patties 4/$5.00
Perdue Short Cuts .............................2/$7.00

Family Pack Specials

By John Lynds

At its January meeting, 
the Boston Planning and 
Development (BPDA) 
Agency approved changes 
to the project at 28-30 Ge-
neva St. 

The board voted in fa-
vor of a Notice of Project 
Change (NPC) to allow 
the developer of the proj-
ect to decrease the height 
of the building and elim-
inate seven residential 
units, one of which is in-
come-restricted.

The project previously 
received BPDA approval 
back in May 2019 to con-
struct a five-story, 26-unit 
building with three in-
come restricted units. The 
project all included 19 off-
street parking spaces. 

In November 2020 de-
veloper Joel DeLuca sub-
mitted a NPC to the BPDA 
requesting authorization 
to revise the project. The 
proposed revisions include 
the elimination of one 
floor and seven units from 

the previously approved 
building, which would 
now result in a 4-story 
residential building with 
19 residential condo units 
and 19 off-street vehicle 
parking spaces.

The BPDA board has 
written that, “28-30 Ge-
neva Street advances con-
sistent with the priorities 
outlined in the ongoing 
PLAN: East Boston ini-
tiative”. The PLAN: East 
Boston initiative hopes 
to change some zoning in 
areas of Eastie while ‘pre-
serving, enhancing and 
growing’ the community. 

DeLuca is proposing to 
tear down a former auto-
motive storage facility at 
28-30 Geneva St. and re-
place it with the residen-
tial building. 

“This transit oriented 
development is located 
within a half mile of the 
MBTA subway and bus 
service, providing resi-
dents with access through-
out the City of Boston 
and greater Boston area,” 

wrote the BPDA.   “The 
project is expected to 
bring a number of public 
benefits to the East Boston 
neighborhood, including 
investments in roadway 
infrastructure and public 
realm improvements. Ad-
ditionally, 28-30 Geneva 
Street is consistent with 
the planning and devel-
opment guidelines identi-
fied in the BPDA’s ongo-
ing PLAN: East Boston 
study.”

During the community 
process some Gove Street 
Citizens Association 
(GSCA) members were 
quick to dismiss a pro-
posed residential devel-
opment on Geneva Street 
as yet another large scale 
development that does not 
fit in with the surrounding 
community. 

However, longtime 
Geneva Street residents 
welcomed the proposal as 
something that may start 
a rebirth on the long ne-
glected street.

At the first meeting 

regarding the proposal, 
some GSCA members 
were wary of another 
large-scale development 
with one member com-
menting that the group 
has seen enough five-story 
proposals and didn’t like 
the modern design. 

However, attorney for 
DeLuca, Jeff Drago, said 
Geneva Street is basically 
a blank canvas that needs 

some attention. Histori-
cally the unpaved Gene-
va, which connects Gove 
Street to Maverick Street, 
has been dotted with auto 
repair shops, auto storage 
facilities and a few homes. 

Those who live on the 
street agreed with Drago 
and want to see more de-
velopers take interest in 
the street. 

“There’s nothing down 

here,” said one resident. 
“I’m an abutter to this 
project and the street has 
been a dump for as long 
as I can remember. I’m 
all for anything they can 
do to make this street look 
better because honestly it 
can’t be any worse than it 
is now. There are no side-
walks and no street.”

An artist rendering of the BPDA approved Geneva Street project. 

BPDA approves changes to Geneva Street project at January meeting

 ‘It Ain’t Over Til It’s Over’:  Baseball legend Yogi Berra appearing on upcoming stamps

Major League Baseball All-
Star Yogi Berra will have a 
stamp.

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 
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By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow
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     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)

Beacon Hill Times(8700)

The Boston Sun(14000) 

Regional Review(3500) 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge(7300)

Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 

Mission Hill Gazette(7000)

Your 
Ad Here!

8 week
minimum
per calendar

year

[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800
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• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

Visit eastietimes.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT

REVERE - Washington Ave newly 
remodeled 2 bdr, 2nd floor, 
W/D hookup, gas heat, minutes form 
Boston, 1 block to public transporta-
tion. $1,800/month
Available Jan. 1st
978-751-0531
1/6, 01/13

REVERE- Great second floor 3 BR unit.  
Updated, separate utilities, off street 
parking. No dogs/cats. Near City 
Hall/Bus/Train. Call 617-755-9251. 
$2,200/month
1/6, 01/13
————————
REVERE - 2 rm apartment, kitchen & 
bath
Close to Blue line
Parking Space
No Utilities included
$1,500/mo
Available Now
Call 781-286-6617
12/30, 1/7, 1/13, 1/21

Full time driver needed
For Muzzy’s Florist in East Boston
Call 617-567-8800
01/13

HELP WANTED

Nicholas “Nicky” Santoro
A kind and gentle soul 
and a true blue friend

Our beloved Nicholas 
“Nicky” Santoro passed 
away on January 16 at the 
age of 57, after a coura-
geous and brief battle with 
cancer, surrounded by 
loved ones who will con-
tinue to honor his memory 
forever. 

Nicky was a lifelong 
resident of East Boston 
and a 1981 graduate of 
East Boston High School. 
Anyone who knew Nicky 
knew he was passion-
ate about three things: 
Family, Friendships, and 
Sports. Nicky had an un-
canny ability to find hap-
piness in everyday activi-
ties that some might take 
for granted.  He loved 
spending time with family 
and friends while cheer-
ing on his favorite sports 
teams.  As an avid sports 
fan, he often traveled 
across Massachusetts sup-
porting his favorite local 
championship teams.  He 
enjoyed dining out with 
friends and family and 
traveling to hidden gems 
throughout New England. 

Nicky was a kind and 
gentle soul. He was a true 
blue friend.  His pleas-
ant personality was con-
tagious to everyone he 
met.  Nicky could put a 
smile on a stranger’s face 
with his open and care-
free spirit. He will truly be 
missed. Nicky is survived 
by his beloved mother, 
Roseanne, Uncle Dick-
ie, Great Aunt Edith and 
adoring brothers: Richard 
“Dickie” and his wife, Lori 
and Derek and his wife, 
Regina. He will forever be 
#1 Uncle to Tyler, Dylan, 
Isabella and Lil Derek and 

his fur niece and neph-
ew, Lucky and Rosie. He 
also leaves behind adoring 
cousins Maureen, Kelly 
and Michael Hanley and 
many devoted friends who 
were like family. Rest in 
peace dear Nicholas.  We 
will love you forever. 

Family and friends 
will honor Nicky’s life by 
gathering for a  Memorial 
Funeral Mass at Saint An-
thony of Padua Church, 
Revere on Saturday, Jan-
uary 23 at 11 a.m. Be-
cause of Nicky’s love for 
the youth of East Boston, 
memorial donations may 
be made in his name to 
the Salesians Boys & Girls 
Club of East Boston, 150 
Byron Street, Boston, MA 
02128. You may also do-
nate online at  www.sale-
sianclub.com. 

All services will be 
held in accordance with 
Phase-2  of the Common-
wealth of Massachu-
setts  phased reopening 
plan due to COVID-19. 
Capacity will be limit-
ed. Face coverings are 
required to be worn  and 
social distancing mea-
sures are encouraged. To 
send an online condolence 
please visit  www.ruggi-
eromh.com

Gerald Maiullo, Sr.
Of East Boston

Gerald J. Maiullo, Sr. of 
East Boston passed away 
on January 14.  

The devot-
ed father of 
Danielle Mai-
ullo, Lorri 
Maiullo and 
Gerald “Jer-

ry” Jr., all of East Boston, 
he was the dear brother of 
Carmella Tiso, Mary Las-
cola and the late Carmine 
and Lucielle and cherished 
grandfather of Ariana, Re-
bekka, Michael and Alana. 

Family and friends 
honored Gerald’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 

East Boston on Monday, 
January 18 before leaving 
in procession to the Most 
Holy Redeemer Church, 
East Boston MA 02128, 
for a Funeral Mass. Com-
mittal  services were pri-
vate.

In Loving Memory Of

Maria Mangini
15th Anniversary

January 25, 2006-January 25, 2021

Mom its been 15 years but it seems  
like forever.

We miss your loving smile. May God keep 
you close to His heart as you are to ours.

We love and miss you…
Your Loving Family

Irene, Jerry, Kathy, Sheri & Staci

To place a  
memoriam 

in the 
Times Free 

Press, 
please call 

781-485-0588

Officials from the Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Public Health on January 
17 announced that the first 
case of the COVID-19 
variant B.1.1.7 has been 
detected in Massachusetts, 
coming from a Boston 
woman who had travelled 
to the United Kingdom.

This is the same variant 
initially discovered in the 
United Kingdom. 

The individual devel-
oped symptoms in early 
January and tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. A ge-
netic sample was sent to 
an out-of-state laboratory 
as part of the US Centers 
for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s (CDC) estab-
lished surveillance process 
to identify COVID-19 
variants. The State Public 
Health Laboratory was 
notified last evening of the 
results.

The individual is a Bos-
ton resident, a female in 
her 20s.  She had traveled 
to the United Kingdom 
and became ill the day af-
ter she returned. She had 
tested negative prior to 
leaving the UK. The in-
dividual was interviewed 
by contact tracers at the 
time the initial positive 
result was received, and 
close contacts were iden-
tified. She is being re-in-

terviewed by public health 
officials now that the vari-
ant has been identified as 
the cause of illness.

Surveillance testing for 
the B.1.1.7 variant has 
been ongoing at the Mas-
sachusetts State Public 
Health Laboratory in col-
laboration with clinical 
diagnostic laboratories 
and academic partners. 
Surveillance consists of 
genomic sequencing on 
portions of COVID-19 
positive specimens.

To date, the CDC has 
reported 88 cases from 14 
states in the United States.

Given the increased 
transmissibility of this 

variant and the number of 
states and other countries 
that have found infected 
cases, the Department ex-
pected the variant to arrive 
in Massachusetts even-
tually. The public health 
risk-reduction measures 
remain the same. Individ-
uals must continue to wear 
masks or face coverings 
while out in public, main-
tain 6-foot social distanc-
ing, stay home when you 
are sick, and get tested if 
you have symptoms or are 
identified as a close con-
tact.

State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg announced 
the inclusion of pension 
fund diversity bench-
marks in the final version 
of H.4887/S.2842, An Act 
enabling partnerships for 
growth. 

Treasurer Goldberg, 
who is the Chair of the 
Massachusetts Pension 
Reserves Investment 
Management Board 
(PRIM), strongly advocat-
ed for the amendment and 
worked directly with Rep-
resentative Chynah Tyler 
and Senator Paul Feeney, 
who filed the bill. The 
Massachusetts State Leg-
islature approved the Act 
last week. It was signed 
by Gov. Charles Baker 
Thursday night.

The amendment will 
increase the diversity of 

investment managers that 
manage the approximate-
ly $80 billion Massachu-
setts Pension Reserves 
Investment Trust Fund 
(PRIT) to at least 20 per-
cent. In addition, it will 
also advance the diversity 
of consultants contracting 
with PRIM to at least 20 
percent.

“Our goal is to help 
level the playing field 
and increase access for 
minorities, women, and 
disabled investment man-
agers and consultants,” 
stated Goldberg. “In do-
ing so, we seek to ensure 
that opportunities with the 
state pension fund will en-
hance economic equity in 
the business community 
for generations to come.”

In its 2019 Survey of 
Consumer Finances, the 

Federal Reserve Board 
found that the median net 
worth of a black American 
family stood at $24,100, 
in comparison to that of a 
white American family at 
$142,500. Business devel-
opment that combats bar-
riers for communities of 
color is an effective tool 
to reduce and reverse the 
negative impacts of the ra-
cial wealth gap.

PRIM will be required 
to take affirmative steps 
to increase diversity and 
to report to the legisla-
ture on its progress. This 
effort must include con-
sideration of whether 
current investment policy 
discourages the use of mi-
nority investment manag-
ers through quantitative or 
qualitative restrictions, in-
cluding, but not limited to, 

the number of years, track 
record, and minimum as-
sets under management. 
Research in this space 
shows that these require-
ments severely limit the 
number of diverse manag-
ers that meet the policy’s 
criteria, without a demon-
strable impact on returns.

Working with the Leg-
islature and PRIM Board, 
Treasurer Goldberg has 
made important progress 
to strengthen diversity 
within investments, busi-
nesses, and our economy. 
Goldberg has support-
ed and proposed many 
policies that ensure sus-
tained value for the fund, 
while fostering long-term 
growth.

State DPD reports first confirmed case of COVID-19 variant

Treasurer Goldberg and state legislature move forward on investment equity

At the request of the 
federal government and 
the National Guard Bu-
reau, Gov. Charles Baker 
late last week approved 
an order that will activate 
up to 500 Massachusetts 
National Guard personnel 
for deployment to Wash-
ington, D.C., where they 
will support the District of 
Columbia National Guard 
during next week’s inau-
gural activities.   These 
personnel are expected to 
deploy to our nation’s cap-
ital in the coming days.

In Massachusetts, the 
Baker-Polito Administra-
tion remains in constant 
communication with lo-

cal, state, and federal law 
enforcement officials to 
monitor intelligence and 
safeguard the Common-
wealth. The Administra-
tion is not aware of any 
specific threats to Massa-
chusetts at this time and 
continues to work with 
partner agencies to main-
tain the multi-layered se-
curity plans in place to 
protect residents and cen-
ters of government. 

Out of an abundance of 
caution and in the wake of 
the violence at the nation’s 
capital, Governor Baker 
signed an additional order 
activating up to 500 mem-
bers of the Massachusetts 

National Guard to sup-
port state and local law 
enforcement within the 
Commonwealth. The or-
der makes Guard person-
nel available in the event 
that municipal leaders re-
quire assistance to main-
tain public safety while 
protecting the exercise of 
First Amendment rights. 
National Guard personnel 
are deployed only at the 
request of, and in coordi-
nation with, the communi-
ties seeking support.

The Massachusetts Na-
tional Guard’s diverse and 
highly-trained members 
have a track record of 
success supporting civil-

ian authorities during and 
after emergencies, and 
its units frequently train 
side-by-side with state 
and local first responders, 
making them well-suit-
ed for in-state operations.  
Personnel drawn from the 
Guard’s military police 
units undergo federal-
ly-accredited police train-
ing and receive additional 
instruction on Massachu-
setts police training stan-
dards.   When assisting a 
local police department, 
they use that department’s 
policies, radio frequen-
cies, etc., whenever pos-
sible.

National Guard personnel prepare to deploy to Washington, D.C.
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JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

CONTRACTOR

PLASTERING
AUGUSTA 

PLASTERING
Interior/Exterior

• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE 
IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY CALL 
781-485-0588 

OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REV-

EREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, wedding and birth 

announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories and 
photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, 

Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  

We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos 

to deb@reverejournal.com

BAKER SIGNS SAFE 
PATIENT ACCESS 
TO EMERGENCY 
CARE ACT

On Friday, Gov. Charles 
Baker and Lt. Gov. Karyn 
Polito participated in a 
ceremonial signing of 
S.2931,  An Act to en-
sure safe patient access to 
emergency care. 

Named in memory of 
Laura Levis, Baker and 
Polito were also joined 
by Laura’s husband, Pete 
DeMarco, members of her 
family, and Sen. Pat Je-
hlen.

 “I signed ‘Laura’s 
Law’ to safeguard against 
future tragedies occurring 
just steps away from hos-
pital emergency depart-
ments,” said Baker. “In the 
wake of her tragic passing, 
Laura’s husband, Pete, 
undertook an exhaustive 
effort to honor her legacy 
and protect others from 
similar fates. After months 
of collaboration and hard 
work with legislators, in-
cluding Senator Jehlen 
and Representative Bar-
ber, I am proud to sign 
Laura’s Law and celebrate 
her memory in a meaning-
ful way.”

The new law would im-
plement minimum criteria 
and standards that ensure 
safe, timely and accessi-
ble patient access to the 
entrances of Massachu-
setts hospital emergency 
departments. These reg-
ulations will require that 
entries must be clearly 
marked, easily accessible 
and properly monitored by 
security when appropriate. 
Additionally, the Depart-
ment of Public Health will 
convene a working group 
on patient access to hos-
pital emergency rooms or 
departments to report on 
and make recommenda-

tions to inform these pol-
icies. In 2016, Laura Levis 
died of an asthma attack 
outside of an area hospi-
tal when she was unable 
to locate an accessible en-
trance to the emergency 
room.

STATE AWARDS 
ANOTHER $78.5 
MILLION IN 
ADDITIONAL 
GRANTS TO 
BUSINESSES

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced 
$78.5 million in awards 
last week to 1,595 addi-
tional small businesses in 
the third round of grants 
through the COVID-19 
Small Business Grant Pro-
gram administered by the 
Massachusetts Growth 
Capital Corporation.

To date, the Adminis-
tration has awarded close 
to $195 million in direct 
financial support to 4,119 
small businesses out of a 
$668 million fund set up 
to support small business-
es across the Common-
wealth. 

Additional grants will 
be announced in the com-
ing weeks for thousands 
of additional businesses.

  “Understanding how 
significant the need for 
financial assistance is, 
we’ve taken important 
steps to ensure these re-
sources are directed to-
ward the businesses that 
have historically been at 
a disadvantage even be-
fore the pandemic, or are 
located in communities, 
especially Gateway Cities, 
that have suffered dispro-
portionately because of 
this virus,”  said Lt. Gov. 
Karyn Polito.  “I’m grate-
ful for the partnership 

with MGCC to provide 
this important assistance, 
and I look forward to the 
coming weeks when we 
can award even more sup-
port for the economic sec-
tors that are most in need.” 

Representing key in-
dustries that have been es-
pecially impacted during 
the pandemic, restaurants 
and bars, personal care, re-
tail, and health care busi-
nesses received the high-
est number of individual 
grants this round. These 
industries have been par-
ticularly hard hit during 
the pandemic. Other grant 
recipients include women 
owned businesses, busi-
nesses in Gateway Cities, 
businesses in underserved 
markets and businesses 
that have previously re-
ceived no other forms of 
financial assistance. 

The new Grant Program 
Application Deadline was 
Friday night, Jan. 15.

BAKER-POLITO 
ADMINISTRATION 
RE-FILES 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
LEGISLATION

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration re-filed  un-
employment insurance 
legislation  initially filed 
last month. The Gover-
nor’s legislation aims to 
sustain unemployment 
benefits and provide an 
estimated $1.3 billion in 
unemployment insurance 
relief to the Common-
wealth’s employers over 
two years. In addition to 
a two-year unemployment 
insurance tax schedule 
freeze, the legislation also 
proposes financing mea-
sures designed to ensure 
the solvency of the Unem-
ployment Insurance Trust 
Fund and that federal bor-

From the Governor’s Desk

LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

CURRY COLLEGE 
ANNOUNCES FALL 
2020 DEAN’S LIST

Curry College congrat-
ulates roughly 1,000 stu-
dents who were named to 
the Fall 2020 Dean’s List. 
To earn a place on the list, 
full-time undergraduate 
students - those who carry 
12 or more graded credits 
per semester - must earn 
a 3.3 grade-point-average 
(GPA) or higher.

Christopher Manta of 
East Boston 

Kayla Elliott of East 
Boston

Brenda Mata of East 
Boston

About Curry College
Founded in 1879, Curry 

College is a private, four-
year, liberal arts-based 
institution located on 131 
acres in Milton, Mass. 
Curry extends its educa-
tional programs to a con-
tinuing education branch 
campus in Plymouth, 
Mass. Curry offers 28 
undergraduate majors, as 
well as graduate degrees 
in business, accounting, 
education, criminal jus-
tice, and nursing, with a 

combined enrollment of 
over 3,700 students. The 
student body consists 
of approximately 2,000 
traditional undergradu-
ate students, and 1,700 
continuing education 
and graduate students. 
Approximately 1,575 of 
its students reside on the 
Curry campus. The larg-
est majors are business 
management, communi-
cation, nursing, criminal 
justice, and education, and 
the college is also inter-
nationally known for its 
Program for the Advance-
ment of Learning (PAL). 
The College offers a wide 
array of extra-curricular 
activities ranging from 15 
NCAA Division III athlet-
ic teams to an outstanding 
theatre program. Visit us 
on the web at www.curry.
edu.

DOMINA EARNS 
M.ED. DEGREE 
FROM CONCORDIA 
UNIVERSITY

 Catherine Domina of 
East Boston,  earned a 
Master of Education de-

gree from Concordia Uni-
versity, Nebraska in the 
Fall of 2020.

Undergraduates earning 
a degree from Concordia 
were eligible for distinc-
tion or high distinction 
honors. The top 10% of 
graduates with the high-
est GPA in their respective 
colleges were designated 
as graduating with high 
distinction. An additional 
15% were designated as 
graduating with distinc-
tion.

About Concordia Uni-
versity, Nebraska

Concordia Universi-
ty, Nebraska, founded in 
1894, is a fully accredited, 
coeducational university 
located in Seward, Ne-
braska, which currently 
serves more than 2,500 
students. Concordia of-
fers more than 100 un-
dergraduate, graduate and 
professional programs in 
an excellent academic and 
Christ-centered commu-
nity that equips men and 
women for lives of learn-
ing, service and leadership 
in the church and world. 
For more information, vis-
it cune.edu.

rowing that has occurred 
is repaid in a responsible 
and affordable manner.

 The main provisions of 
this legislation include:

1. Short Term Employ-
er Tax Relief  through a 
two-year tax schedule 
freeze. Current Massachu-
setts unemployment legis-
lative statute requires the 
employer tax schedule to 
increase from schedule E 
to schedule G. This would 
cause an average per em-
ployee tax increase from 
$539 to $866 – a nearly 
60-percent increase over 
the previous year. Re-
maining on schedule E for 
2021 and 2022 slows an-
nual employer contribu-
tion growth from $539 av-
erage per employee costs 
in 2020 to $635 in 2021 
and $665 in 2022. 

  2. Authorization for 
the issuance of special 
obligation  bonds  for the 

purposes of repaying fed-
eral advances.  In order to 
fund the unprecedented 
increases in demand on 
the unemployment sys-
tem in Massachusetts as 
a result of COVID-19, 
the Commonwealth has 
received federal cash ad-
vances. Through the issu-
ance of bonds, the Com-
monwealth will be able 
to ensure positive trust 
fund solvency to enable 
the continued payment of 
benefits. The utilization 
of capital markets also 
allows Massachusetts to 
avoid paying punitive 
federal tax increases on 
employers regardless of 
their experience rating if 
federal advances are not 
repaid by November of 
2022. Bonds issued will 
be supported by an un-
employment obligation 
assessment and will not be 
general obligations of the 

Commonwealth.
  3. Establishes an em-

ployer surcharge on con-
tributory employers.  In 
2020 all federal advances 
taken to pay benefits are 
interest free. However, in-
terest on federal advances 
will begin to be charged 
beginning in January of 
2021. The first interest 
payment is due in the Fall 
of 2021 and it cannot be 
paid from the state unem-
ployment trust fund, per 
federal law. To fund inter-
est payments on repayable 
advances, the legislation 
also establishes a separate 
fund to house surcharge 
proceeds. The passage of 
this provision authorizes 
the Department of Unem-
ployment Assistance to 
make this assessment but 
does not require the sur-
charge if interest is waived 
through future federal leg-
islation. 
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STREET TO BE 
NAMED IN HONOR 
OF  JOSH KRAFT

CHELSEA - The Chel-
sea City Council voted 
unanimously to name a 
street in honor of former 
Jordan Boys and Girls 
Club Executive Director 
Josh Kraft.

Councilor-at-Large Leo 
Robinson sponsored the 
motion that will name an 
area between Maverick 
Street and Congress Ave-
nue adjacent to the club, 
“Josh Kraft Way.”

“Josh Kraft came to 
Chelsea and helped affect  
Chelsea youths in a pos-
itive, uplifting manner,” 
said Robinson. “He was 
able to deliver a state-of-
the-art Boys and Girls 
Club facility to Chelsea 
that has benefited our 
youth in so many ways. 
His leadership of the club 
was exceptional. The 
naming of this street is a 
fitting honor for a some-
one who was outstanding 
leader in our community 
for many years.”

 Kraft served as the 
founding executive direc-
tor of the Chelsea-based 
club for 15 years, leading 
the way for the construc-
tion of the new $11.2 mil-
lion clubhouse on Willow 
Street. He is stepping 
down as the president of 
the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Boston after a distin-
guished 30-year associa-
tion with the organization. 

Mark Robinson, chair 
of the JGBC Breakfast 
Series, said of Josh Kraft 
Way, “What a great and 
deserving honor!”

Robinson added, 
“Josh’s legacy is beyond 
his leadership and the 
Chelsea Clubhouse. His 
positive impact on the 
lives of hundreds of chil-
dren who passed through 
The Willow Street Club-
house and their families 
is generational for it will 
multiply to the thousands 
for years to come.   The 
Boys and Girls Club of 
Chelsea would not have 
happened without Josh 

and Chelsea will forever 
be the beneficiary.”

John Montes, program 
director at the JGBC, had 
the opportunity to work 
with Kraft at the local club 
for 20 years. He said he is 
excited that there will be 
street named in honor of 
Kraft.

“This is an amazing 
tribute to Josh,” said Mon-
tes. “He has done so much 
for this community that I 
could not think of anyone 
more deserving of this 
honor.”

Josh Kraft is the son 
of New England Patriots 
owner Robert Kraft and 
the late Myra Kraft. Josh 
is the president of the New 
England Patriots Founda-
tion.

CHELSEA FUNERAL 
FUND ALMOST 
DEPLETED

CHELSEA - With five 
requests to the Chelsea 
Funeral Fund since Dec. 
30, including one of Jan. 
11 for a COVID-19 death, 
Father Edgar Duarte of St. 
Luke’s Church warned the 
City Council that it is in 
danger of being depleted 
very soon if no action is 
taken.

The Funeral Fund was 
established originally in 
June to help residents 
provide a burial for un-
expected deaths during 
the COVID-19, and many 
from community organi-
zations and City govern-
ment have referred those 
in need of funeral money 
to Father Edgar and the 
Fund. Families are able 
to access $1,700 for re-
ferrals, and Father Edgar 
most of the time donates 
his services to officiate 
over the burial.

Father Edgar said there 
had been 12 families 
that have been helped at 
a cost of $20,000 since 
COVID-19 hit, but he said 
there has been a major up-
tick in requests since the 
end of 2020 and the Fund 
is in danger of running out 
of money.

“The objective of the 
fund is to help residents 
provide a dignified burial 
of their dead in the worst 
of times,” he said. “One 
issue that concerns me 
now is since Dec. 30 the 
number of referrals has 
been increased greatly in a 
short time.”

He said there were two 
referrals last week, and 
two the previous week. On 
Monday, La Colaborativa 
Director Gladys Vega sent 
over another referral for a 
60-year-old man that re-
cently died of COVID-19.

“At this time, the Fund 
was started with $22,000 
and is left with $8,000,” 
he told the Council. “With 
this man referred today, 
it will be left with a little 
over $6,000. We are very 
concerned that at this pace 
and with the increased 
mortality rates because of 
COVID-19, our Fund will 
dry up before our regular 
fundraising efforts can re-
plenish the Fund.”

Father Edgar and Coun-
cilor Judith Garcia put an 
order before the Council 
to provide $25,000 of City 
funds to help replenish the 
Funeral Fund.

That effort was moved 
to a Second Reading at the 
City Council on Monday 
night, with much support 
from Councilors – includ-
ing Councilor Damali Vi-
dot.

Vidot said after hav-
ing spent an hour talking 
about a $300,000 project 
to beautify the downtown, 
things like this just seemed 
so much more important.

“There are dire needs 
out there like this,” she 
said.

“We have a responsibil-
ity to help Father Edgar, 
who is doing the Lord’s 
work literally,” she said. 
“I feel what he has done 
is immeasurable and we 
should support him.”

Garcia said the Fund is 
quickly getting depleted, 
and compared to other ex-
penditures for COVID-19, 
it’s a very small amount.

LIFE-LONG 
EVERETT 
RESIDENT 
CELEBRATES 90 
YEARS

EVERETT - For 90 
years, Grace Harris has 
been representing her 
City with the utmost faith 
and…well, grace.

Living in her childhood 
home on upper Broadway 
since she was 5, Harris cel-
ebrated her 90th birthday 
at the Glendale Methodist 
Church on Sunday, and 
then with a small ceremo-
ny at her long-time home 
on Broadway Monday.

She turned 90 on Mon-
day, Jan. 11.

“On Sunday they had 
a party for me at church 
and we all stayed six feet 
away from each other,” 
said Harris. “We had some 
cake, and I am so grateful 
that I got many cards from 
all my friends and family. 
My cousin came up from 
Rhode Island on Monday 
with his wife, and my 
nephew was here too.”

Harris grew up in Ever-
ett, living on Reed Avenue 
until she was 5. At that 
time, the family moved to 
a home in the 900th block 
of Broadway that her 
grandfather had owned.

She attended the old La-
fayette School, the Parlin 
and graduated from Ever-
ett High School. For most 
of her working life, she 
was a professional under-
writer for John Hancock 
in the insurance indus-
try. Her father was a US 
Postal Service worker in 

Boston for his entire life, 
and her aunt worked at the 
State House.

“Everett has always 
been a good city to live 
in,” she said. “Living on 
Broadway, it was always 
easy to get the bus out of 
here and get to work in 
Boston.”

The joy of her life, she 
said, has been music.

Since a very young 
age, Harris has sang in 
the Glendale Methodist 
Church choir, and still 
continues to do that to this 
day. She always has en-
joyed going to Symphony 
Hall in Boston and taking 
in the many concerts per-
formed there as well.

“I just sang a solo of 
‘Silent Night’ for Christ-
mas at another church,” 
she said. “I started into 
music just on my own. 
I started out in the choir 
when I was very young. I 
still love music a lot and I 
like classical and jazz.”

Harris said she also has 
traveled extensively to 
England, Spain and Italy. 
One place she never got 
to go, though, was France. 
She hopes that maybe she 
can make it there in the 
next few years.

“I always wanted to 
go to France, but never 
made it there,” she said. 
“In Italy, I remember rid-
ing the gondola and they 
played guitar and sang. 
In England, I went up the 
Thames to Windsor Cas-
tle.”

Her caregiver, Lin-
da Gaffney, said she is a 
“saint” and loved by many 
in Everett at her church 

and within her circle of 
friends.

City Councilor Gerly 
Adrien also said she has 
been blessed to know Har-
ris, and wished her a Hap-
py Birthday this week as 
well.

“Happy Birthday, 
Grace, who has been bless-
ed to be on this earth,” she 
said. “May God continue 
to bless her and give her 
great strength. I know she 
is loved by so many, in-
cluding Everett resident 
Linda Gaffney. Thank you 
everyone for making her 
feel very special for her 
birthday.”

LEGISLATURE 
APPROVES 
CHARTER CHANGE

EVERETT - The Char-
ter Change Home Rule 
Petition that would make 
the mayor a voting mem-
ber of the School Com-
mittee passed both the 
state House and Senate on 
Jan. 5, and as of Tuesday 
was still waiting for Gov. 
Charlie Baker’s signature 
– though it was seen as 
something he would not 
object to.

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
said he was happy to see 
that the matter had passed 
the Legislature and he 
awaited action from the 
governor.

“After carefully re-
viewing the petition, the 
Massachusetts Legisla-
ture passed the home rule 
petition and found that 
the City did not make any 

See REGION Page 11

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3
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By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1890

VOLUME 120, No. 21 THURSDAY, AUgUST 6, 2020 35 CENTS

CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM | INFO@CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM

188 Sumner Street 
East Boston

3 LUXURY CONDOS FOR SALE AT 89 CENTRAL AVE. CHELSEA MA

 JEFF BOWEN: 781-201-9488  
 SANDRA CASTILLO: 617-780-6988

 2 BEDS, 2 BATH GARAGE PARKING. 
CLOSE TO SILVER LINE 

$519,000-$550,000
WOLLASTON 
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS

Newspaper Group
INDEPENDENT

www.chelsearecord.com

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
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$2.55  
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to change 
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
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President’s Day
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Stuck at Stuck at   Home?Home?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs

Now through March, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 
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With our 
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Perfect for: Community Reminders, 
Schedules, Coupons, Sales, 

Announcements, Programs and more!

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Req. 3-week advance placement
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SALE PENDING

SOLD

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.569.6044      CENTURY21MARIO.COM 

123 FALCON ST #4 EAST BOSTON
Reduced! Modern 2BR & 2.5BA 

townhouse with 2 CAR PARKING!  
Three levels of living plus private yard.  

$564,900 | #123F

301 SARATOGA ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Luxury 2BR/2BA condo.  Private 

outdoor space.  Master Bedroom with 
en-suite.  Steps to Airport T, Bremen 

Street Park, and Restaurants.  
$589,900 | #301S

50 PUTNAM ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Last unit left in this stunning Eagle Hill 

condominium conversion.  Modern 
amenities include NEST, quartz coun-

ters, and Central Air.  
$429,900 | #50P

36 LAMBERT STREET REVERE
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2

4+ Bedroom home over two 
levels of living space.  Brand 

new kitchen with granite 
counters stainless steel appli-
ances and hardwood floors.  

Open concept kitchen/
dining/living.  Finished lower 

level and garage parking too! $484,900

73 BROADWAY #2 CHELSEA 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Brand new renovation com-
pleted at this stunning 2BR 
& 2BA bi-level unit!  All the 

modern amenities you could 
want  (A/C, Quartz Counters, 

SS Appliances, and more).  
Private deck in waterfront loca-

tion.  $474,900 | #73B

477 MERIDIAN ST – EAST BOSTON  
Eagle Hill Three family with overlooking the 

Mystic River, Marina, and Tobin.  Penthouse unit 
was recently renovated.  Excellent investment 

opportunity.  Call for details  $999,900 | #477M

890 WINTHROP AVE #2 - REVERE 
Updated Two Bedroom, One Bath 

Condo with additional loft space in the 
Former St. Paul Episcopal Church

Granite Counters, H/W Floors - Incred-
ible Architectural Detail and Charm  

$429,900 | #890W

115 NAHANT ST #5 – LYNN
2 Bedroom condo with stunning water 
views!  Many recent updates include 

granite counters, SS appliances, H/W 
floors, and new windows plus private 

garage!  $232,000 | #115N

18 LINDEN STREET SOUTH BOSTON 
OPEN HOUSES SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12-2Telegraph Hill Single 

family that is beautifully 
renovated with 4 levels of 
living space overlooking 

Thomas Park.  
$979,900 | #18L

19-21 CLARK STREET MALDEN 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Excellent investment opportu-
nity!  3 bedrooms in each unit 
with tons of off-street parking.  
Great rental potentials.  Don’t 
miss out.  $739,900 | #19C
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POST IT
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Advertising Rep
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 18th , 2019 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
CLOSED

Monday, February 18th

in observance of
President’s Day

By John Lynds

At Monday night’s Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) meeting, former 
longtime JPNA  Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani was honored 
by Mayor Martin Walsh, City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards, 
Rep. Adrian Madaro and the 
JPNA board. 

Walsh, along with JPNA 
Chair Mary Cole, presented 
Scalfani, one of the longest 
continuously serving mem-
bers of any East Boston com-
munity group board, with a 
golden gavel. 

“I just want to honor Re-

nee (Scalfani) who served as 
co-chair of the JPNA for the 
past 10 years,” said Walsh. 
“It is with great appreciation 
that we honor someone with 
her heart and soul who was 
truly the “Mayor” of Jeffries 
Point.”

As the neighborhood’s no-
table community groups like 
JPNA and Orient Heights 
have been taken over by new 
blood and newer community 
groups like Harbor View have 
emerged, Scalfani remained a 
fixture in Eastie’s community 
process for as long as anyone 
can remember. 

Longtime JPNA Co-Chair Renee Scalfani (third from right) honored by Mayor Martin Walsh, the JPNA board and Eastie’s elected officials during Monday night’s meeting. From left, Steve Gringas from Rep. Madaro’s office, JPNA’s Cindy Baxter, JPNA’s Dan Bailey, City Councilor Lydia Edwards, Renee Scalfani and JPNA’s Mary Cole. 

Former JPNA Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani honored

By John Lynds

Environmentalists, activ-
ists, residents and elected 
officials on both sides of the 
Chelsea Creek are standing in 
solidarity in firm opposition 
against Eversource’s plan to 
place a substation at the City 
Yards in East Boston along 
the Chelsea Creek. 

Last week in Eastie, the 
state’s Energy Facility Siting 
Board (EFSB) held a pub-
lic meeting to discuss Ever-
source’s Notice of Project 
Change that moves the pro-
posed substation from the 

eastern corner of the City 
Yards in East Eagle Square 
to the western corner. The 
original location on the east-
ern portion of the city-owned 
parcel was approved by the 
EFSB last year. 

In its Notice of Project 
Change Eversource seeks ap-
proval to move the Substation 
190 feet to the western side of 
the City Yards lot. The scope 
of the upcoming meeting is 
limited to Eversource’s pro-
posed relocation of the sub-
station from its current site 
on the eastern side of the city 
parcel to its new proposed lo-
cation. 

Eversource said the two 
115-kV transmission lines 
that would connect to the sub-
station would no longer be 
routed along Condor and East 
Eagle streets if the substation 
is placed in the western por-
tion of the parcel. 

Local environmentalists 
from Eastie and Chelsea have 
called on the EFSB to explore 
alternatives to placing Ever-

source’s proposed substation 
along the Chelsea Creek. 

For two years, local en-
vironmentalists on the East-
ie and Chelsea sides of the 
Creek have launched a visual, 
media and talking campaign 
against Eversource’s plans 
to place the substation at the 
City Yards in Eagle Square.

At the meeting, U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Pressley, 
who represents both East Bos-
ton and Chelsea, sent a video 
testimony from her office in 
Washington, D.C. 

“I’m your sister in solidari-
ty,” said Pressley. “This at its 
best is poor urban planning 
and at its worst an injustice. It 
is unconscionable that a com-
munity already overburdened 
with environmental injustices 
would be put in harm’s way 
and have those existing health 
hazards exacerbated. The 
community should be a part 
of planning and I know when 
we organize we win and this 

East Boston, Chelsea stand in solidarity 
over proposed Eversource Substation

(Top and left) Ac-
tivists from Chelsea 
and East Boston 
stood in solidarity 
with one another 
Tuesday night to 
oppose the pro-
posed Eversource 
Substation along 
the Chelsea Creek 

See JPNA Page 3

See EVERSOURCE Page2

Community 
participation 
urged in Suffolk 
Downs public 
comment period 

By John Lynds

Last week the owners of 
the Suffolk Downs site, HYM 
Investment Group, LLC, 
released its Planned Devel-
opment Area Master Plan 
(PDA).  This started that a 
90-day public comment peri-
od that City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards is urging East Bos-
ton residents to submit their 
comments. 

In its filing, HYM propos-
es approximately 10.5 million 
square feet of development on 
the approximately 109 acres 
of the Suffolk Downs site in 
the City of Boston. The multi-
phased proposal will include 
development of a new mixed-
use neighborhood, a 40-acre 
publicly accessible open 
space system, and two retail 
squares at Suffolk Downs and 
Beachmont MBTA stations. 

The initial project phase 
will include approximately 
1.39 million square feet of de-
velopment consisting 520,000 
square feet of corporate use 
and amenity space, three 
residential buildings, and a 
portion of the townhomes 
proposed along Waldemar Av-
enue totaling more than 800 
housing units. Phase I also in-
See SUFFOLK DOWNS Page 5

By John Lynds 

Mayor Martin Walsh made 
a surprise visit to Monday 
night’s Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association (JPNA) 
meeting to update residents 
on some city issues and have 
an informal conversation with 
residents here. 

“I was sitting in my office 
when I made the decision to 
get back out to civic associ-
ations in the city and talk to 
people about the issues,” said 
Walsh. “By nature, admin-
istrations go from outward 
looking to inward looking so 
I realized I wanted to get back 
out and hear from residents 
instead of relying solely on 

neighborhood coordinators 
and other staff. I’m here to 
talk about whatever you want 
to talk about.”

Walsh said when he was 
campaigning for Mayor of 
Boston in 2013 he constantly 
heard that aside from a few 
waterfront development proj-
ects, nothing much was going 
on to improve housing and 
the economy of the neighbor-
hood. 

“Now fast forward to today 
and now I hear there is too 
much development going on,” 
said Walsh. “East Boston has 
become one of those neigh-
borhoods that people want to 

Mayor Walsh stops by community 
meeting for informal chat with residents

Here to Talk

See WALSH Page 5
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Congratulations to the CPD’s newest Patrol Sergeants - Star Chung (First Asian American 
Female Sargent), Paul Marchese (son of CPD Officer Ed Marchese – Ret.) and Jay Guido 
(son of former Revere Police Chief Jim Guido – Ret.). 
“The City is extremely lucky to have such great new supervisors,” said Chief Brian Kyes.

NEW SUPERVISORS
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errors in the process used 
to submit the petition for 
consideration,” he said. 
“The Legislature also 
found   that the proposal 
did not set any new prec-
edent in the Common-
wealth. I’m awaiting the 
Governor’s action on the 
bill that is now on his desk 
for signature.”

The matter was quite 
controversial in Everett 
with many on the School 
Committee opposing the 
change, and Supt. Priya 
Tahiliani ardently oppos-
ing the change. The mayor 
had been a member of the 
Committee already, but 
without a vote.

Tahiliani this week said 
she looks forward to col-
laborating with City Hall 
on getting the schools re-
opened and getting the 
COVID-19 vaccine avail-
able to teachers and edu-
cators in Everett. She said 
it was a new year and she 
looks forward to working 
anew, but did not want to 
comment on the Charter 
Change.

School Committee 
Chair Frank Parker didn’t 
wish to comment either.

The matter was filed 
by State Rep. Joe Mc-
Gonagle on Dec. 14 and 
spent much of the month 
in the House. On Jan. 4, 
a substitute bill was filed 
and some housekeeping 
amendments were made 
to the language. It passed 
and was enacted in the 
House and Senate on Jan. 
5 – which was the last day 
of the session and the last 
day to act on it.

The governor has until 
Thursday night to sign the 
Home Rule.

LeBLANC 
TAKES OVER 
FUDDRUCKERS

LYNN - It is a classic 
hometown success story.

A high school student 
begins working at a na-
tionally known and highly 
regarded restaurant in her 
backyard.

The industrious, young 
lady continues her em-
ployment there and be-
comes the popular general 
manager of that restau-
rant. During her success-
ful career in the industry, 
the opportunity arises 
where she can purchase 
the restaurant - and she 
does just that.

Congratulations, Sau-
gus resident Adrienne 
LeBlanc, on becoming 
the owner and operator of 
Fuddruckers, home of the 
world’s greatest hamburg-
ers.

LeBlanc took over 
ownership of Fuddruck-
ers on Route 1, Saugus, 
on November 30. She had 
been the manager of the 
restaurant for 20 years.

“My boss [Jim Boland] 
just threw it around that 
he was retiring, so it was 
definitely a thought, and 
then it became an offer, 
and then it became real,” 
said LeBlanc.

What’s it like to own 
such a well-known restau-
rant that has become a 
Route 1 landmark?

“It feels absolutely 
amazing, a great accom-
plishment,” said LeBlanc. 
“I’m very excited. It’s a 
new chapter in my life.”

LeBlanc, 38, attend-
ed Saugus High School, 
Class of 2000. She grad-
uated from computer 
technology school while 
maintaining her associa-
tion with Fuddruckers.

She is the daughter of 
lifelong Saugus residents 
Dave and Carol LeBlanc. 
She has an older brother, 
David LeBlanc, a Saugus 
High graduate who works 
for a medical technology 
corporation.

Adrienne said her 
3-year-old son, Axton, 

was an inspiration in her 
determination to suc-
ceed in her field. “He’s 
the real reason why I did 
this – I’m trying to build 
a future for him,” she said 
proudly. “This is just an 
amazing opportunity.  A 
woman-owned business 
in the restaurant industry 
is not common, especially 
before the age of 40. So 
it’s an amazing opportuni-
ty that I have.”

Adrienne praised Jim 
Boland, the former own-
er of Fuddruckers. “Mr. 
[Jim] Boland is an amaz-
ing man. He taught me ev-
erything that I know,” said 
Adrienne. “I couldn’t have 
asked to work for some-
body better in my life. He 
was definitely a godsend 
to me. I wouldn’t have this 
opportunity without him.”

Adrienne is a true mod-
el for young women in the 
restaurant industry. She is 
excited to welcome and 
serve customers to her 
own restaurant.

“And I will always 
have the world’s greatest 
hamburgers,” reported 
Adrienne.

CAGGIANO TAKES 
OATH OF OFFICE 
FOR NORTHEAST  
VOCATIONAL

REVERE - Anthony 
Caggiano received his 
oath of office as Revere’s 
representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee 
at a ceremony  last week 
at City Hall.

City Clerk Ashley Mel-
nik administered the oath 
to Caggiano in the social-
ly distanced ceremony 
held inside the Council 
Chambers.

Caggiano was elected 
to the position in Novem-
ber. Revere is one of 12 
area communities that has 
students attending North-
east, which is located in 
Wakefield.

“I’m very happy and 
looking forward to serv-
ing on the Committee,” 
said Caggiano. “There are 
a lot of challenges ahead.”

Caggiano has had an 
association to the school 
for many years. His moth-
er, Marie Sardella, was an 
administrative assistant at 
Northeast while his step-
father, Louis Sardella, was 
the director of the special 
needs. Caggiano’s triplets 
– sons Anthony, Andrew, 
and Alexander – are grad-
uates of Northeast.

Caggiano attended Re-
vere High School (Class 
of 1976) and is a graduate 
of North Shore Commu-
nity College and Suffolk 
University.

Long-time friend and 
Taft Street neighbor Ger-
ry D’Ambrosio attended 
Caggiano’s inauguration 
ceremony.

“I’ve known Antho-
ny for 45 years,” said 
D’Ambrosio, a prominent 
attorney. “He’s been com-
mitted to the city and the 
youth of the city. He’ll 
make for a great Voca-
tional School Committee 
member.”

Caggiano is one of 
six new members of 
the Northeast Regional 
School Committee. He 
will participate in the first 
meeting of the new year 
Thursday. The Commit-
tee meets on the second 
Thursday of each month.

CONCERNED  
OVER RATS

REVERE - Council-
lors George Rotondo and 
Arthur Guinasso both 
expressed their concerns 
about rodents making 
their way from the former 
site of the Sozio’s appli-
ance store on Squire Road 

on to other nearby proper-
ties.

The landmark Sozio’s 
store was destroyed in a 
five-alarm fire in Febru-
ary, 2018. The store was 
demolished and the prop-
erty sits vacant.

“The motion [to con-
tact Inspectional Services 
and investigate the matter] 
speaks for itself,” said Ro-
tondo.

Guinasso indicated that 
“there’s a lot of burrows 
in and about the Verizon 
and the old Sozio site and 
area residents are report-
ing that they’re [rodents] 
there and inundating the 
neighborhood.”

“The least the property 
owners can do is to close 
these burrows and put the 
necessary ingredients in-
side to rid the area of these 
rodents,” said Guinas-
so. “I want to make sure 
that the safety and health 
of the residents who live 
there are taken care of.”

Last week, the Council 
unanimously approved 
the motions to request Re-
vere Inspectional Services 
to investigate the rodent 
situation at the former 
Sozio site.

BONCORE PRAISES 
TOWN EMPLOYEES 
FOR COVID WORK

WINTHROP - On Jan. 
5, the Winthrop Town 
Council convened remote-
ly for its first meeting of 
2021, where it heard up-
dates impacting the com-
munity.

State of the Town Ad-
dress

Council President Phil 
Boncore opened the meet-
ing with his annual State 
of the Town Address, in 
which he summarized the 
town’s achievements of 
the past year.

Unsurprisingly, the 
bulk of his address had to 
do with how the town con-
fronted an unprecedented 
health crisis. He applaud-
ed the efforts of municipal 
workers in combating the 
pandemic and the conti-
nuity of services provided 
to the community. His full 
speech is available on the 
Town Council web page.

COVID Update
DPH Director Meredith 

Hurley delivered her usu-
al public health update. 
As of Jan. 5, Winthrop 
had 1,404 confirmed cas-
es of the virus, with 32 
deceased and 143 in isola-
tion. Winthrop remains a 
high-risk community with 
a 5.9 percent positive rate. 
The previous two weeks 
had seen 73 new cases for 
every 100,000 people.

Winthrop residents 
count for 67 percent of 
the individuals who have 
visited the town’s Stop the 
Spread testing site. This 
program will be extended 
until March 31. Testing 
will be fully indoors by 
the third week of Janu-
ary, and will be available 
by appointment only. The 
location and date are to be 
determined.

Vaccines are already 
being administered in 
the state, with a priority 
on first responders, long 
term care facilities and 
healthcare workers. The 
general public may not 
have access to the vaccine 
until the summer. Town 
Manager Austin Faison 
also mentioned the “new 
aggressive variant” of the 
virus.

“This is going to be a 
hard time,” he said.

Schools are open and 
Supt. Lisa Howard is 
making a presence at all 
locations. The School 
Committee voted 4-3 to 
hold their first meeting of 
February in person. The 
Council was likewise split 
on whether or not to re-
sume in-person meetings. 

(See separate article in 
this issue.)

Committee Reports
The Finance Commit-

tee discussed the FY21 
budget, the new position 
of town planner, and rec-
ommended to transfer 
$20,000 from the Town 
Council reserves for pest 
control. Council voted to 
approve the transfer.

The Citizens Advisory 
Committee on Finance 
welcomed new members 
and elected Karin Chavis 
as its chairperson. The 
committee is “optimistic, 
ready and willing” to af-
fect change.

The Public Safety 
Committee and the Capi-
tal Assets Committee held 
a joint meeting on Dec. 30 
in which it evaluated new 
sites for the public safety 
building. The two sites 
being considered are the 
little league ballfield and 
the 7th hole of the golf 
course. Current occupants 
of these spaces object to 
their use. The matter was 
tabled until more explora-
tion could be conducted.

The Public Safety Com-
mittee also discussed the 
idea of the town council 
resuming in-person meet-
ings. Locations other than 
the Harvey Room at Town 
Hall were considered.

The Miller Field Com-
mittee and the School 
Building Assistance Com-
mittee met to discuss the 
future of the tennis court 
project. The project will 
include four new courts, 
improved drainage, im-
proved intersections, safer 
sidewalks, and additional 
parking. It should be com-
pleted by mid-June.

Other Updates
The council unani-

mously appointed Council 
Peter Christopher as the 
new Council Vice Presi-
dent.

The Town Council 
authorized Town Man-
ager Faison to sign the 
North Suffolk Resilience 
& Sustainability Agree-
ment, which will allow it 
to collaborate with neigh-
boring towns and cities in 
its efforts to produce more 
environmentally friendly 
development.

The town has made an 
offer to an individual for 
the newly created position 
of Town Planner.

There are immediate 
openings on the follow-
ing committees: the Air-
port Hazards Committee, 
Commission for Diversity, 

Inclusion and Community 
Relations, and the Win-
throp Planning Board. In 
addition, Winthrop Public 
Schools is hiring for nu-
merous positions.

COUNCIL DIVIDED 
OVER IN-PERSON 
MEETINGS

WINTHROP - The 
Winthrop Town Council 
met on Jan. 5 for its first 
meeting of the new year. 
A motion on the agenda 
asked the town manager to 
develop a plan that would 
allow the body to resume 
in-person meetings when 
deemed safe to do so by 
health experts.

Councilor DeMarco 
voiced his support of the 
motion, citing that if it’s 
safe enough for children 
to return to school, then it 
should be safe enough to 
convene in person. At last 
week’s meeting, he added 
that he’d like to work to-
ward meeting physically 
on Feb. 2.

Council Vice President 
James Letterie agreed 
with resuming in-person 
sessions as soon as pos-
sible. Councilors would 
always have the option of 
attending virtually.

“We just asked kids and 
staff to go back to school 
and they’ve done an in-
credible job,” he said. “It’s 
hard to ask a six year old 
to do something we’re not 
willing to do.”

“I feel perfectly safe,” 
he continued. “We should 
get it done.”

However, some coun-
cilors balked at the idea of 
having a timeline.

Councilwoman Bar-
bara Flockhart noted that 
children were sent back 
to school because studies 
bore out that they were 
suffering academically at 
home.

“Council is functioning 
perfectly fine,” she said. 
“It seems unreasonable to 
take an additional risk to 
return early to in-person 
meetings.”

“School and council 
are two very different 
things,” said Councilor 
Peter Christopher. “I can’t 
think of anything that has 
hindered my participation 
by being on Zoom.”

He added that managing 
a meeting in which some 
attend in person and some 
attend on Zoom would be 
“logistically much more 
difficult to manage.”

Councilor Stephen 
Ruggiero said he didn’t 
know “what the benefit to 
the public would be.”

In fact, some feared that 
a switch away from Zoom 
would actually hurt the 
community, aside from 
the obvious risk of expos-
ing them to the virus. Four 
callers urged council to 
persist with remote meet-
ings.

“I’ve never listened to 
more meetings in my en-
tire adult life since this 
pandemic, so I hope you 
continue with Zoom,” said 
resident Colleen Murphy.

“I’ve never seen so 
many people so active 
and participating in local 
government,” said Wendy 
Millar Page. “The amount 
of participation is because 
of Zoom.”

“You’re going to lose a 
lot of people,” said first-
time caller Jenn from Pre-
cinct 6. “For people to be 
involved and heard, this is 
a much better route.”

Jenn also cited the town 
money that would be 
“wasted” on electricity, 
heat, internet and other re-
sources required to host a 
group in a building.

“We should be looking 
for ways to save money, 
not spend money,” she 
said. “Whether you all sit 
in one building is irrele-
vant.”

“Going back in person 
right now seems foolish 
and pointless,” said Res-
ident Heather Graziani, 
adding that there should 
always be a remote par-
ticipation option even 
when in-person meetings 
resume.

“Having small children, 
there’s no way I could 
make it to a meeting,” she 
said.

Councilor Letterie ad-
mitted that the surge in 
public participation seen 
over the past year is likely 
due individuals becoming 
more accustomed to vir-
tual meetings, and said 
he would like both coun-
cilors and the public to be 
able to attend meetings 
virtually.

Town Manager Aus-
tin Faison reminded the 
council that state-mandat-
ed limits on indoor gath-
erings will govern how 
many people can assem-
ble for the council meet-
ings.

When put up for a vote, 
council voted unanimous-
ly to approve the motion.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

The need to restock 
our supply of local honey 
caused us to make both 
our first and last visit to 
a local farmers market 
during 2020. The jars in 
our pantry had dwindled 
down to one. That led 
us to take a walk to the 
market and see if we felt 
shopping there could be 
safe, if Foppema’s Farm 
was there, and if they had 
a supply of our favorite 
honey. With positive an-
swers to all our concerns, 
we were soon resupplied.

Over the years, honey 
has become our sweet-
ener of choice for many 
reasons. The local honey 
we buy is less processed. 
Buying honey from a lo-
cal orchard is another way 

of supporting the local 
foodshed and has a lighter 
environmental footprint. 
Most of all, we prefer the 
taste.

If you would like to 
take a deep dive into un-
derstanding honey, we 
recommend reading the 
chapter on it in “On Food 
and Cooking: The Science 
and Lore of the Kitchen” 
by Harold McGee. He 
scans 10,000 years of hon-
ey history, explains honey 
creation from the bee gath-
ering nectar, the beekeep-
er’s care of the hives, and 
processing the product. In 
his best scientific mindset, 
he clarifies the differences 
between honey and other 
sweeteners. 

He explains why honey 
can be a better choice for 

baking. “It can be substi-
tuted for sugar—1 measure 
of honey is considered the 
sweetening equivalent of 
1.25–1.5 measures of sug-
ar, although the amount 
of added liquid must be 
decreased because honey 
does contain some water. 
Because it is more hygro-
scopic, or water attracting, 
than table sugar, hon-
ey will keep breads and 
cakes moister than sugar 
will, losing water to the air 
more slowly, and even ab-
sorbing it on humid days. 
Thanks to its antioxidant 
phenolic compounds, it 
slows the development 
of stale flavors in baked 
goods…”

Crystallized Honey
Some people wonder if 

crystallized honey is safe 

to eat. It is. Crystallization 
is a sign that your honey is 
not only safe, but also has 
not had some of its flavor 
and goodness removed. 
Solidified honey will 
quickly liquify when you 
spread it on toast or spoon 
it into a hot cup of tea. If 
you’re mixing it into a 
cold drink, just melt a bit 
in hot water or microwave 
just as much as you plan to 
use. But, leave your main 
supply in its unadulterated 
crystallized form.

Honey Is Not for 
Everyone 

The website Healthline.
com has warned, “Note 
that you should not give 
honey to children under 
the age of 1. This is be-
cause raw, unprocessed 
honey has a risk for bot-

ulism in infants. Also, 
some people who have a 
severe allergy to pollen 
can experience a serious 
allergic reaction known as 
anaphylaxis after eating 
honey. This can cause ex-
treme difficulty breathing. 
Others may experience 
allergic reactions such as 
itching or swelling of the 
mouth, throat, or skin.”

Fortunately, we’ve had 
only positive results from 
adding honey to our diet. 
Friends, knowing we are 
big honey fans and want-
ing to keep us supplied, 
have added new samples 
of local honey to our pan-
try. All of them are hits 
with us.

However, our final visit 
to our local farmers mar-
ket last fall was to buy a 

few extra jars to tuck away 
for the winter. While we 
are extremely happy that 
this area has more and 
more choices for local 
honey, we wanted to have 
plenty of our favorite on 
hand.

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

To take a deep dive into 
understanding honey, read 
the chapter on it in “On 
Food and Cooking: The 
Science and Lore of the 
Kitchen” by Harold McGee.

By John Lynds 

Last week federal au-
thorities indicted an East 
Boston native and former 
longtime District A-7 ci-
vilian employee with 
overtime fraud while she 
was working at District 
A-1 between 2014 and 
2018. 

Marilyn Golisano, 68, 
who once worked at Dis-
trict A-7 in her hometown 
for years before becoming 
a clerk for the Boston Po-
lice’s detectives unit, was 
indicted on one count of 
embezzlement from an 
agency receiving federal 
funds, six counts of wire 
fraud and one count of ag-
gravated identity theft. 

According to the indict-
ment, the investigation re-
vealed that Golisano, who 
handled the overtime pa-
perwork for her unit, sub-
mitted dozens of false and 
fraudulent overtime slips 
on which she had forged 
the signatures of at least 
three different Boston Po-
lice supervisors. 

During the period of the 
alleged fraud, Golisano’s 

overtime compensation 
from the BPD more than 
doubled, increasing from 
just over $15,000 in 2016 
to $26,000 in 2017 and 
to over $33,000 in 2018. 
This increase occurred de-
spite the fact that Golisa-
no’s duties did not change, 
her rate of pay did not sig-
nificantly increase and no 
significant new overtime 
hours were approved by 
her supervisor.  

It is alleged that during 
several overtime shifts 
that Golisano claimed to 
be working in downtown 
Boston, she was actually 
miles away from Boston 
according to her cell-
phone’s geolocation re-
cords. 

A look at public pay-
roll records for the Bos-
ton Police show that in 
2013 Golisano had a base 
pay of $48190.52 and re-
ceived $1,151.44 in over-
time. The following year 
her base pay increased to 
$49,563.87 but her over-
time shot up to $15,126.47 
for 2014. 

In the years that fol-
lowed Golisano’s overtime 

increased to $14,745.98 in 
2016, $25,857.85 in 2017, 
and a whopping 33,663.66 
in 2018. 

“Rather than working 
in service of her commu-
nity, Ms. Golisano did a 
disservice to taxpayers 
and to the reputation of 
her colleagues in law en-
forcement,” said United 
States Attorney Andrew E. 
Lelling. “The vast majori-
ty of law enforcement of-
ficers serve their commu-
nities honorably and with 
selflessness but, in those 
instances where public 
servants cross the line, we 
will not hesitate to get in-
volved. I applaud the Bos-
ton Police Department for 
their commitment to root-
ing out corruption, and for 
their dedication to protect-
ing the City day in and day 
out.” 

Boston Police Commis-
sioner William Gross said 
as a result of an investi-
gation, information was 
uncovered by the Boston 
Police Department’s An-
ti-Corruption Unit regard-
ing alleged payroll/over-
time abuse by Golisano. 

He said the FBI and Unit-
ed States Attorney’s Of-
fice became involved with 
the criminal investigation 
into the allegations. 

“The allegations and 
behavior alleged in to-
day’s indictment is very 
troubling and in no way 
reflect the attitudes of the 
hard-working employees 
of the Boston Police De-
partment,” said Gross. “I 
hold my employees to the 
highest standards and ex-
pect them to obey all laws.  
News of these indictments 
send a strong message that 
this type of behavior will 
not be tolerated or ignored 
and can damage the trust 
that all my members of the 
department have worked 
so hard to build with the 
communities we serve.”  

The charge of theft of 
government funds pro-
vides for a sentence of up 
to 10 years in prison, three 
years of supervised release 
and a fine of $250,000 or 
twice the gross gain or 
loss. The charge of wire 
fraud provides for a sen-
tence of up to 20 years in 
prison, three years of su-

pervised release and a fine 
of $250,000. The charging 
statute for aggravated 
identity theft provides for 
a mandatory sentence of 
two years in prison to be 
served consecutive to any 
other sentence imposed, 
up to one year of super-
vised release and a fine of 
up to $250,000. Sentences 
are imposed by a federal 
district court judge based 
upon the U.S. Sentencing 
Guidelines and other stat-
utory factors.

“The public needs to 
know that they can trust 
law enforcement officials 
to be honest and trust-
worthy. Golisano’s al-
leged fraud and forgery 
undermines the public’s 
trust. The DOJ OIG will 
continue to hold those ac-
countable who try to steal 
and cheat,” said Russell 
W. Cunningham, Special 
Agent in Charge of the 
Department of Justice 
Office of the Inspector 
General Washington Field 
Office.

Special Agent in 
Charge of the FBI Bos-
ton Division  Joseph R. 

Bonavolonta alleged that 
for years Golisano forged 
her supervisor’s signature 
and submitted scores of 
fraudulent overtime slips 
for work she did not do, 
cheating taxpayers out of 
tens of thousands of dol-
lars. 

“Her self-serving ac-
tions have not only erod-
ed the morale of her 
hard-working co-workers 
at the Boston Police De-
partment, but have the 
potential to undermine the 
public’s trust in civil ser-
vants,” said Bonavolonta. 
“We would like to thank 
the Boston Police De-
partment for bringing this 
matter to our attention, 
and for their shared com-
mitment in rooting out 
public corruption.”

The details contained 
in the indictment are alle-
gations. The defendant is 
presumed innocent unless 
and until proven guilty be-
yond a reasonable doubt 
in a court of law.

Former Eastie resident and District A-7 civilian employee indicted on overtime fraud charges
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